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WELCOME TO THE 
VISUAL REFERENCE BIBLE... 


B ible reading can be rewarding. It is the publisher’s desire that your Bible reading en- 
rich your life by bringing you into a closer relationship with God. The features of this 
Bible are designed to do just that. You’ll find helpful information, vital Bible references 
and a system of visual symbols keyed to important Bible themes. 


The book introductions provide key information about each book of the Bible. What 
better way to begin to understand the book than to get to know the author of the book? 
The Bible is rich with personalities, showing the wisdom of God in using a host of peo- 
ple to record His Word to the world. You’ll find information about the writer of each book 
of the Bible. Also, for each book of the Bible are given the time-frame covered by the 
book, the key verse and the key themes. 


One of the best ways to read and study the Bible is by letting the Bible interpret itself. 
One way to do this is to follow cross-references from one Bible passage to another. The 
Visual Reference Bible includes cross-references within the Bible text, placed right with 
the verse. Throughout the Bible text, you’ll see a superior R (®) alongside selected words. 
This indicates that at the end of the verse you'll find one or more cross-references to other 
passages of the Bible. Cross-references in italics are parallel passages. Use this feature 
to enrich your comprehension of the Bible’s message. You will also encounter in the 
Bible text a superior T (‘). This tells you to look at the end of the verse for language notes 
to help you understand the immediate Bible text. 


The Visual Reference Bible uses four symbols as visual cues to themes that run 
throughout the Bible. 


Promises of the Bible 
Miracles of the Bible 


=: 


~ 
= 


Prophecies of the Messiah and their fulfillment 


e* 


Prophecies of the Second Coming of Christ 


Whenever you see one of these symbols in the Bible text, look to the bottom of the 
page for the corresponding symbol. What follows are the verse or verses in the above text 
that relate to that theme. After the ¥ symbol at the foot of the page, the immediately re- 
lated passage is given, followed by the Bible reference where the fulfillment of that mes- 


sianic prophecy is found. 
May you be spiritually enriched by your reading and study of God’s Word. 


The Publisher 


FOREWORD 


SCRIPTURAL PROMISE 


“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
Isaiah 40:8 


he New American Standard Bible has been produced with the conviction that the 

words of Scripture as originally penned in the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek were in- 
spired by God. Since they are the eternal Word of God, the Holy Scriptures speak with 
fresh power to each generation, to give wisdom that leads to salvation, that men may 
serve Christ to the glory of God. 


The purpose of the Editorial Board in making this translation was to adhere as closely 


as possible to the original languages of the Holy Scriptures, and to make the translation 
in a fluent and readable style according to current English usage. 


THE FOURFOLD AIM 
OF 
THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION 


These publications shall be true to the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. 
They shall be grammatically correct. 

They shall be understandable. 

They shall give the Lord Jesus Christ His proper place, the place which the Word 
gives Him; therefore, no work will ever be personalized. 


E> ee 


PREFACE 
TO THE 
New AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 the history of English Bible translations, the King James Version is the most presti- 
gious. This time-honored version of 1611, itself a revision of the Bishops’ Bible of 
1568, became the basis for the English Revised Version appearing in 1881 (New Testa- 
ment) and 1885 (Old Testament). The American counterpart of this last work was pub- 
lished in 1901 as the American Standard Version. The ASV, a product of both British and 
American scholarship, has been highly regarded for its scholarship and accuracy. Rec- 
ognizing the values of the American Standard Version, The Lockman Foundation felt an 
urgency to preserve these and other lasting values of the ASV by incorporating recent 
discoveries of Hebrew and Greek textual sources and by rendering it into more current 
English. Therefore, in 1959 a new translation project was launched, based on the time- 
honored principles of translation of the ASV and KJV. The result is the New American 
Standard Bible. 


Translation work for the NASB was begun in 1959. In the preparation of this work nu- 
merous other translations have been consulted along with the linguistic tools and liter- 
ature of biblical scholarship. Decisions about English renderings were made by 
consensus of a team composed of educators and pastors. Subsequently, review and eval- 
uation by other Hebrew and Greek scholars outside the Editorial Board were sought 
and carefully considered. 


The Editorial Board has continued to function since publication of the complete Bible 
in 1971. This edition of the NASB represents revisions and refinements recommended 
over the last several years as well as thorough research based on modern English usage. 


PRINCIPLES OF 
TRANSLATION 


ODERN ENGLISH USAGE: The attempt has been made to render the grammar and 

terminology in contemporary English. When it was felt that the word-for-word lit- 
eralness was unacceptable to the modern reader, a change was made in the direction of 
a more current English idiom. In the instances where this has been done, the more lit- 
eral rendering has been indicated in the notes. There are a few exceptions to this pro- 
cedure. In particular, frequently “And” is not translated at the beginning of sentences 
because of differences in style between ancient and modern writing. Punctuation is a rel- 
atively modern invention, and ancient writers often linked most of their sentences with 
“and” or other connectives. Also, the Hebrew idiom “answered and said” is sometimes 
reduced to “answered” or “said” as demanded by the context. For current English the 
idiom “it came about that” has not been translated in the New Testament except when a 
major transition is needed. 

ALTERNATIVE READINGS: In addition to the more literal renderings, notations have 
been made to include alternate translations, reading of variant manuscripts and ex- 
planatory equivalents of the text. Only such notations have been used as have been felt 
justified in assisting the reader’s comprehension of the terms used by the original author. 

HEBREW TEXT: In the present translation the latest edition of Rudolf Kittel’s BIBLIA 
HEBRAICA has been employed together with the most recent light from lexicography, 
cognate languages, and the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

HEBREW TENSES: Consecution of tenses in Hebrew remains a puzzling factor in 
translation. The translators have been guided by the requirements of a literal translation, 
the sequence of tenses, and the immediate and broad contexts. 

THE PROPER NAME OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: In the Scriptures, the 
name of God is most significant and understandably so. It is inconceivable to think of 
spiritual matters without a proper designation for the Supreme Deity. Thus the most 
common name for the Deity is God, a translation of the original Elohim. One of the ti- 
tles for God is Lord, a translation of Adonai. There is yet another name which is partic- 
ularly assigned to God as His special or proper name, that is, the four letters YHWH 
(Exodus 3:14 and Isaiah 42:8). This name has not been pronounced by the Jews because 
of reverence for the great sacredness of the divine name. Therefore, it has been consis- 
tently translated Lorp. The only exception to this translation of YHWH is when it occurs 
in immediate proximity to the word Lord, that is, Adonai. In that case it is regularly 
translated Gop in order to avoid confusion. 

It is known that for many years YHWH has been transliterated as Yahweh, however no 
complete certainty attaches to this pronunciation. 

GREEK TEXT: Consideration was given to the latest available manuscripts with a 
view to determining the best Greek text. In most instances the 26th edition of Eberhard 
Nestle’s NOVUM TESTAMENTUM GRAECE was followed. 

GREEK TENSES: A careful distinction has been made in the treatment of the Greek 
aorist tense (usually translated as the English past, “He did”) and the Greek imperfect 
tense (normally rendered either as English past progressive, “He was doing”; or, if in- 
ceptive, as “He began to do” or “He started to do”; or else if customary past, as “He used 
to do”). “Began” is italicized if it renders an imperfect tense, in order to distinguish it 
from the Greek verb for “begin.” In some contexts the difference between the Greek im- 


Xi PRINCIPLES OF TRANSLATION 


perfect and the English past is conveyed better by the choice of vocabulary or by other 
words in the context, and in such cases the Greek imperfect may be rendered as a sim- 
ple past tense (e.g. “had an illness for many years” would be preferable to “was having 
an illness for many years” and would be understood in the same way). 

On the other hand, not all aorists have been rendered as English pasts (“He did”), for 
some of them are clearly to be rendered as English perfects (“He has done”), or even as 
past perfects (“He had done”), judging from the context in which they occur. Such aorists 
have been rendered as perfects or past perfects in this translation. 

As for the distinction between aorist and present imperatives, the translators have 
usually rendered these imperatives in the customary manner, rather than attempting 
any such fine distinction as “Begin to do!” (for the aorist imperative), or, “Continually do!” 
(for the present imperative). 

As for sequence of tenses, the translators took care to follow English rules rather than 
Greek in translating Greek presents, imperfects and aorists. Thus, where English says, 
“We knew that he was doing,” Greek puts it, “We knew that he does”; similarly, “We 
knew that he had done” is the Greek, “We knew that he did.” Likewise, the English, 
“When he had come, they met him,” is represented in Greek by, “When he came, they met 
him.” In all cases a consistent transfer has been made from the Greek tense in the sub- 
ordinate clause to the appropriate tense in English. 

In the rendering of negative questions introduced by the particle me- (which always 
expects the answer “No”) the wording has been altered from a mere, “Will he not do 
this?” to a more accurate, “He will not do this, will he?” 


THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION 


EXPLANATION OF 
GENERAL FORMAT 


Nores are placed at the foot of the page and listed with verse numbers to which they 
refer. The superior letter F (*) refers to literal renderings, alternate translations, or 
explanations. 


PARAGRAPHS are designated by bold face verse numbers or letters. 
QuotaTION Marks are used in the text in accordance with modern English usage. 


“THOU,” “THEE” and “THY” are not used in this edition and have been rendered as “You” and 
SY Otlien 


PERSONAL PRONOUNS are Capitalized when pertaining to Deity. 


ITALICs are used in the text to indicate words which are not found in the original Hebrew, 
Aramaic, or Greek but implied by it. Italics are used in the marginal notes to signify 
alternate readings for the text. Roman text in the marginal alternate readings is the 
same as italics in the Bible text. 


SMALL Caps in the New Testament are used in the text to indicate Old Testament quota- 
tions or obvious references to Old Testament texts. Variations of Old Testament word- 
ing are found in New Testament citations depending on whether the New Testament 
writer translated from a Hebrew text, used existing Greek or Aramaic translations, 
or paraphrased the material. It should be noted that modern rules for the indication 
of direct quotation were not used in biblical times; thus, the ancient writer would use 
exact quotations or references to quotation without specific indication of such. 


ASTERISKS are used to mark verbs that are historical presents in the Greek which have 
been translated with an English past tense in order to conform to modern usage. 
The translators recognized that in some contexts the present tense seems more un- 
expected and unjustified to the English reader than a past tense would have been. 
But Greek authors frequently used the present tense for the sake of heightened 
vividness, thereby transporting their readers in imagination to the actual scene at 
the time of occurrence. However, the translators felt that it would be wise to change 
these historical presents to English past tenses. 


ABBREVIATIONS AND SPECIAL MARKINGS: 


Aram = Aramaic [] = In text, brackets indicate words 
DSS = Dead Sea Scrolls probably not in the original 
Gr = Greek translation of writings 
O.T. (Septuagint or [] = In notes, brackets indicate 
LXX) or Greek text of N.T. references to a name, place or 
Heb = Hebrew text, usually Masoretic thing similar to, but not 
Lat = Latin identical with that in the text 
M.T. = Masoretic text cf = compare 
Syr = Syriac f, ff = following verse or verses 
Lit = A literal translation mg = Refers to a marginal reading on 
Or = An alternate translation another verse 
justified by the Hebrew, ms, mss = manuscript, manuscripts 


Aramaic, or Greek Vv, VV = verse, verses 
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GENESIS 


Author: Nowhere in the Book of Gen- 
esis is the author named. Al- 
though the events of the book 
end 300 years before Moses 
was born, the rest of the Bible 
and most of church historians 
attribute the authorship of 
Genesis to Moses. Both the 
Old and New Testaments have 
many references to Moses as 
its author (Ex 7:14; Le 1:1-2;: 
Nu 33:2; De 1:4; Da 9:11- 
13; Mal 4:4; Ma 8:4: Mk 
12:26; Lk 16:29; Jo 7:19; Ac 
26:22; Ro 10:19). Both early 
Jewish and Christian writers 
name Moses as the author. 


Time: c. 4000-1804 B.C. 
Key Verse: Ge 3:15 


The Creation 

1 Ba the beginning God 
440 created the heavens and the 
earth. Ps 102:25; Is 40:21; Jo 1:1, 2; He 1:10 

2 The earth was formless and 
void, and darkness was over the sur- 
face of the deep, and 8the Spirit of 
God was Fmoving over the surface of 
the waters. Ps 104:30; Is 40:13, 14 

3 Then God said, “Let there be 
light”; and there was light. 

4 God saw that the light was 
Rgood; and God 8separated the light 
from the darkness. Ps 145:9, 10 © Is 45:7 

5 RGod called the light day, and 
the darkness He called night. And 
Rthere was evening and there was 
morning, one day. Ps 74:16 © Ps 65:8 

6 Then God uate “Let there be an 
Rexpanse in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” Is 40:22; Je 10:12; 2 Pe 3:5 


Theme: After the initial story of the 
world’s creation, Genesis (be- 
ginnings) covers two basic 
subjects: God and man. God 
creates man. Man disobeys 
God and alienates himself 
from God. Genesis is the story 
then of the subsequent inter- 
actions between God and man 
that bring them back together 
into a right relationship again. 
As such, the book points to the 
beginnings of the way of 
change, of restoration, and of 
a new way of life. Genesis sets 
the tone for the rest of the 
Bible with clear teaching on 
following God’s call, believing 
in His promises, and being 
obedient to His commands. 
The main characters who 
dominate the story are the pa- 
triarchs, Abraham,  lsaac, 
Jacob and Joseph. 


7 God made the fexpanse, and 
separated "the waters which were 
below the expanse from the waters 
Rwhich were above the expanse; and 
it was So. Job 38:8-11 ¢ Ps 148:4 

8 God called the expanse 
heaven. And there was evening and 
there was morning, a second day. 

9 Then God said, “Let the waters 
below the heavens be gathered into 
one place, and let ®the dry land ap- 
pear”; and it was so. Ps 24:1, 2; 95:5 

10 God called the dry land earth, 
and the ®gathering of the waters He 
called seas; and God saw that it was 
good. Ps 33:7; 95:5; 146:6 

11 Then God said, “Let the earth 
sprout ®vegetation, plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees on the earth bear- 


Y 11-3 1:2 Or awaste and emptiness 1:2 Or 
hovering 1:7 Or firmament 


GENESIS 1:12 


ing fruit after their kind with seed in 
them”; and it was SO. Ps 65:9-13; 104:14; He 6:7 

12 The earth brought forth 'vege- 
tation, plants yielding seed after their 
kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed 
in them, after their kind; and God saw 
that it was good. Or grass 

13 There was evening and there 
was morning, a third day. 

14 Then God said, “Let there be 
lights in the expanse of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night, 
and let them be for signs and for sea- 
sons and for days and years; 

15 and let them be for lights in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light 
on the earth”; and it was So. 

16 God made the two great lights, 
the ®greater light to govern the day, 
and the lesser light to govern the 
night; He made the stars also. Ps 136:8,9 

17 ®God placed them in the Tex- 
panse of the heavens to give light on 
the earth, Je 33:20, 25 ¢ Or firmament 

18 and 'to 8govern the day and the 
night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness; and God saw that it was 
good. Lit for the dominion of ¢ Je 31:35 

19 There was evening and there 
was morning, a fourth day. 

20 Then God said, “Let the waters 
teem with swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth in the 
open expanse of the heavens.” 

21 God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature 
that moves, with which the waters 
swarmed after their kind, and every 
winged bird after its kind; and God 
saw that it was good. Ps 104:25-28 

22 God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the wa- 
ters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” 

23 There was evening and there 
was morning, a fifth day. 

24 ®Then God said, “Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures after their 
kind: cattle and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth after their kind”; 
and it was so. Ge 2:19; 6:20; 7:14; 8:19 

25 God made the beasts of the 
earth after their kind, and the cattle 
after their kind, and everything that 
creeps on the ground after its kind; 
and God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our 


likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over the cattle and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27 God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He cre- 
ated them. Ge 5:1f; 1 Co 11:7; Ep 4:24; Col 3:10 

28 God blessed them; and God 
said to them, “®Be fruitful and mullti- 
ply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 
and rule over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the sky and over 
every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” Ge 9:1, 7; Le 26:9; Ps 127:3, 5 

29 Then God said, “Behold, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the surface of all the earth, 
and every tree which has fruit yield- 
ing seed; it shall be food for you; 

30 and to every beast of the earth 
and to every bird of the sky and to 
every thing that moves on the earth 
which has life, I have given every 
green plant for food”; and it was so. 

31 God saw all that He had made, 
and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 


The Creation of Man and Woman 
Thus the heavens and the earth 
were completed, and all &their 

hosts. De 4:19; 17:3 

2 By the seventh day God com- 
pleted His work which He had done, 
and He rested on the seventh day 
from all His work which He had done. 

3 Then God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it, because in it He 
rested from all His work which God 
had created ‘and made. Lit to make 

4 This is the account of the heav- 
ens and the earth when they were cre- 
ated, in the day that the Lorp God 
made earth and heaven. 

5 RNow no shrub of the field was 
yet in the earth, and no plant of the 
field had yet sprouted, for the Lorp 
God had not sent rain upon the earth, 
and there was no man to cultivate the 
ground. Ge 1:11 ¢ Ps 65:9, 10; Je 10:12, 13 

6 But a ™mist used to rise from 
the earth and water the whole "sur- 
face of the ground. Or flow © Lit face of 
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7 Then the Lorp God formed 
man of Rdust from the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and ®man became a living "be- 
Ing. Ge 3:19 © 1 Co 15:45 ¢ Lit soul 

8 The Lorp God planted a 8gar- 
den toward the east, in Eden; and 
there He placed the man whom He 
had formed. Ge 13:10; Is 51:3; Eze 28:13 

9 Out of the ground the Lorp 
God caused to grow Revery tree that is 
pleasing to the sight and good for 
food; the tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. — Eze 47:12 

10 Now a &river 'flowed out of 
Eden to water the garden; and from 
there it divided and became four 
Trivers. Ps 46:4 © Lit was going out ¢ Lit heads 

11 The name of the first is Pishon; 
it flows around the whole land of 
RHavilah, where there is gold. Ge 25:18 

12 The gold of that land is good; 
the bdellium and the onyx stone are 
there. 

13 The name of the second river is 
Gihon; it "flows around the whole 
land of Cush. Lit is the one surrounding 

14 The name of the third river is 
Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

15 Then the Lorp God took the 
man and put him into the garden of 
Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 

16 The Lorp God 8commanded 
the man, saying, “From any tree of the 
garden you may eat freely; Ge 3:2,3 

17 but from the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil you shall not 
Teat, for in the day that you eat from it 
you will surely die.” Lit eat from it 
yw 18 Then the Lorp God said, “It 

is not good for the man to be 
alone; 81 will make him a helper ‘suit- 
able for him.” 1 Co 11:9 

19 Out of the ground the Lorp 
God formed every beast of the field 
and every bird of the ‘sky, and 
Rbrought them to the man to see what 
he would call them; and whatever the 
man called a living creature, that was 
its name. Ge 1:24 ¢ Lit heavens ¢ Ge 1:26 
nieretead The man gave names to all 

the cattle, and to the birds of the 
sky, and to every beast of the field, but 
for FAdam there was not found 8a 
helper suitable for him. Ge 2:18 

21 Sothe Lorp God caused a deep 
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sleep to fall upon the man, and he 
Slept; then He took one of his ribs and 
closed up the flesh at that place. 
22 The Lorp God Ffashioned into 
a woman &the rib which He had taken 
from the man, and brought her to the 
man. 1 Co 11:8, 9 
23 The man said, 
“RThis is now bone of my 
bones, 
And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was taken out of 
Man.” Ge 29:14; Ep 5:28, 29 
24 For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and his mother, and 
be joined to his wife; and they shall 
become one flesh. 
25 RAnd the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not 
ashamed. Ge 3:7, 10, 11 


The Fall of Man 
Now &the serpent was more crafty 
than any beast of the field which 
the Lorp God had made. And he said 
to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, 
‘You shall not eat from ‘any tree of 
the garden’?” = 2.Co 11:3; Re 12:9; 20:2 « Or every 

2 The woman said to the serpent, 
“RErom the fruit of the trees of the gar- 
den we may eat; Ge 2:16, 17 

3 but from the fruit of the tree 
which is in the middle of the garden, 
God has said, ‘You shall not eat from 
it or touch it, or you will die.’” 

4 The serpent said to the woman, 
“You surely will not die! 

5 “For God knows that in the day 
you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 

6 When the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was desirable to make one wise, she 
took from its fruit and ate; and she 
gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate. 

7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they ®knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves 
Tloin coverings. Is 47:3; La 1:8 ¢ Or girdles 

8 They heard the sound of ®the 
Y 2:18 2:18 Lit corresponding to %%* 2:20-25 
2:20 Or man 2:22 Lit built 
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Lorp God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the pres- 
ence of the Lorp God among the trees 
of the garden. Ge 18:33; Le 26:12; De 23:14 

9 Then the Lorp God called to 
the man, and said to him, “®Where are 
you?” Ge 4:9; 18:9 

10 He said, “I heard the sound of 
You in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid myself.” 

11 And He said, “Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” 

12 The man said, “The woman 
whom You gave to be with me, she 
gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 

13 Then the Lorp God said to the 
woman, “What is this you have done?” 
And the woman said, “®The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 200 11:3;1 12:14 

14 The Lorp God said to the ser- 
pent, 

“Because you have done this, 

Cursed are you more than all 
cattle, 

And more than every beast of 
the field; 

On your belly you will go, 

And dust you will eat 

All the days of your life; 

15 And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and 

her seed; 
RHe shall bruise you on the 
head, 
And you shall bruise him on 
the heel.” Re 12:17 © Ro 16:20 
16 To the woman He said, 
“T will greatly multiply 
Your pain in childbirth, 
In pain you will bring forth 
children; 
Yet your desire will be for 
your husband, 
And he will rule over you.” 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Be- 
cause you have listened to the voice 
of your wife, and have eaten from the 
tree about which I commanded you, 
saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; 

Cursed is the ground because 
of you; 
In 'toil you will eat of it 
A Ene days of your 
ife. 


Or sorrow 


18 “Both thorns and thistles it 
shall grow for you; 
And you will eat the "plants of 
the field; Lit plant 

19 By the sweat of your face 

You will eat bread, 

Till you return to the ground, 

Because from it you were 

taken; 

For you are dust, 

And to dust you shall return.” 
yw 20 Now the man called his 

wife’s name Eve, because she 

was the mother of all the living. 

21 The Lorp God made garments 
of skin for Adam and his wife, and 
clothed them. 

22 Then the Lorp God said, “Be- 
hold, the man has become like one of 
Us, knowing good and evil; and now, 
he might stretch out his hand, and 
take also from the tree of life, and 
eat, and live forever”’— Ge 2:9; Re 22:14 

23 therefore the Lorp God sent 
him out from the garden of Eden, to 
cultivate the ground from which he 
was taken. 

24 So ®He drove the man out; and 
at the ®east of the garden of Eden He 
stationed the cherubim and the flam- 
ing sword which turned every direc- 
tion to guard the way to the tree of 
life. Eze 31:11 ¢ Ge 2:8 « Ge 2:9 


Cain and Abel 

ee A how the man had relations 
with his wife Eve, and she con- 

ceived and gave birth to Cain, and she 

said, “I have gotten a manchild with 

the help of the Lorp.” 

2 Again, she gave birth to his 
brother Abel. And RAbel was 8a 
keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller 
of the ground. Lk 11:50, 51 © Ge 46:32; 47:3 

3 So it came about in the course 
of time that Cain brought an offering 
to the Lorp of the fruit of the ground. 

4 Abel, on his part also brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And the Lorp had 
regard for Abel and for his offering; 

_ 5. but 8for Cain and for his offer- 
ing He had no regard. So ®Cain-be- 
came very angry and his countenance 
fell. 1 Sa 16:7 Is 3:9; Jude 11 


43:15-Ga4:4 %%* 3:20 3:20 Le. living: or life 
YH Ay-2 


6 Then the Lorp said to Cain, 
“RWhy are you angry? And why has 
your countenance fallen? Jon 4:4 

7 “8If you do well, will not your 
countenance be lifted up? And if you 
do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door; and its desire is for you, but you 
must master it.” > Je 3:12; Mi 7:18 
_ 8 Cain told Abel his brother. And 
it came about when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother and killed him. 

9 Then the Lorp said to Cain, 
“RWhere is Abel your brother?” And 
he said, “I do not Know. Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” Ge 3:9 

10 He said, “What have you done? 
The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to Me from the ground. 

11 “Now ®you are cursed from the 
ground, which has opened its mouth 
to receive your brother’s blood from 
your hand. Ge 3:14; De 28:15-20; Ga 3:10 

12 “When you cultivate the 
ground, it will no longer yield its 
strength to you; ®you will be a vagrant 
and a wanderer on the earth.” Le 26:17, 36 

13 Cain said to the Lorp, “My 
punishment is too great to bear! 

14 “Behold, You have ®driven me 
this day from the face of the ground; 
and from Your face I will be hidden, 
and IJ will be a vagrant and a wan- 
derer on the earth, and whoever finds 
me will kill me.” Ge 3:24; Je 52:3 

15 So the Lorp said to him, 
“Therefore whoever kills Cain, 
vengeance will be taken on him ®sev- 
enfold.” And the Lorp 8appointed a 
sign for Cain, so that no one finding 
him would slay him. Ge 4:24 

16 Then Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lorp, and ‘settled in 
the land of Nod, east of Eden. Lit aweit 

17 Cain Thad relations with his 
wife and she conceived, and gave 
birth to Enoch; and he built a city, and 
called the name of the city Enoch, 
after the name of his son. Lit knew 

18 Now to Enoch was born Irad, 
and Irad Tbecame the father of Mehu- 
jael, and Mehujael became the father 
of Methushael, and Methushael be- 
came the father of Lamech. Lit begot 

19 Lamech took to himself two 
wives: the name of the one was Adah, 
and the name of the other, Zillah. 

20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he 
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was the father of those who dwell in 
tents and have livestock. 

21 His brother’s name was Jubal; 
he was the father of all those who 
play the lyre and pipe. 

_ 22 As for Zillah, she also gave 
birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all 
implements of bronze and iron; and 
the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 

23 Lamech said to his wives, 

“Adah and Zillah, 
Listen to my voice, 
You wives of Lamech, 
Give heed to my speech, 
For I Thave killed a man for 
wounding me; 
And a boy for striking me; 
24 If Cain is avenged 8sevenfold, 
Then Lamech seventy- 
sevenfold.” Ge 4:15 
25 RAdam had relations with his 
wife again; and she gave birth to 
a son, and named him Seth, for, she 
said, “God has appointed me another 
offspring in place of Abel, 8for Cain 
killed him.” Ge 5:3 © Ge 4:8 

26 To Seth, to him also 8a son was 
born; and he called his name Enosh. 
Then men began to call Tupon the 
name of the Lorp. Lk 3:38 © Or by 


Descendants of Adam 
This is the book of the generations 
of Adam. In the day when God cre- 
ated man, He made him 8in the like- 
ness of God. Ge 1:26, 27; Ep 4:24; Col 3:10 

2 He created them ®male and fe- 
male, and He ®blessed them and 
named them *Man in the day when 
they were created. Ma 19:4; Mk 10:6 « Ge 1:28 

3 When Adam had lived one 
hundred and thirty years, he ‘became 
the father of a son in his own likeness, 
according to his image, and named 
him Seth. 

4 Then the days of Adam after he 
became the father of Seth were eight 
hundred years, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 

5 So all the days that Adam lived 
were nine hundred and thirty years, 
and he died. 

6 Seth lived one hundred and 
five years, and became the father of 
Enosh. 


%* 4:25 5:2 Lit Adam 5:3 Lit begot, and so 
throughout the ch 
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7 Then Seth lived eight hundred 
and seven years after he became the 
father of Enosh, and he had other 
sons and daughters. 

8 So all the days of Seth were 
nine hundred and twelve years, and 
he died. 

9 Enosh lived ninety years, and 
became the father of Kenan. 

10 Then Enosh lived eight hun- 
dred and fifteen years after he be- 
came the father of Kenan, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 

11 So all the days of Enosh were 
ae hundred and five years, and he 

ied. 

12 Kenan lived seventy years, and 
became the father of Mahalalel. 

13 Then Kenan lived eight hun- 
dred and forty years after he became 
the father of Mahalalel, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 

14 So all the days of Kenan were 
ae hundred and ten years, and he 

ied. 

15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five 
years, and became the father of Jared. 

16 Then Mahalalel lived eight 
hundred and thirty years after he be- 
came the father of Jared, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 

17 So all the days of Mahalalel 
were eight hundred and ninety-five 
years, and he died. 

18 Jared lived one hundred and 
sixty-two years, and became the fa- 
ther of Enoch. 

19 Then Jared lived eight hundred 
years after he became the father of 
Enoch, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 

20 So all the days of Jared were 
nine hundred and sixty-two years, 
and he died. 

1521 Enoch lived sixty-five years, 
Alt became the father of Methuse- 
a 


22 Then Enoch walked with God 
three hundred years after he became 
the father of Methuselah, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 

23 So all the days of Enoch were 
three hundred and sixty-five years. 

24 Enoch walked with God; and 
he was not, for God took him. 

25 Methuselah lived one hundred 
and eighty-seven years, and became 
the father of Lamech. 


26 Then Methuselah lived seven 
hundred and eighty-two years after 
he became the father of Lamech, and 
he had other sons and daughters. 

27 So all the days of Methuselah 
were nine hundred and sixty-nine 
years, and he died. 

28 Lamech lived one hundred and 
eighty-two years, and became the fa- 
ther of a son. 
eal 29 Now he called his name 

Noah, saying, “This one will give 
us rest from our work and from the 
toil of our hands arising from the 
ground which the Lorp has cursed.” 
30 Then Lamech lived five hun- 

dred and ninety-five years after 
he became the father of Noah, and he 
had other sons and daughters. 

31 So allthe days of Lamech were 
seven hundred and seventy-seven 
years, and he died. 

32 Noah was &five hundred years 
old, and Noah became the father of 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ge 7:6 


The Corruption of Mankind 
Now it came about, when men 
began to multiply on the face of the 
land, and daughters were born to 
them, 

2 that the sons of God saw that 
the daughters of men were ‘beautiful; 
and they took wives for themselves, 
whomever they chose. Lit good 

3 Then the Lorp said, “My Spirit 
shall not strive with man forever, ®be- 
cause he also is flesh; nevertheless his 
days shall be one hundred and twenty 
years.” Ps 78:39 

4 The ®Nephilim were on the 
earth in those days, and also after- 
ward, when the sons of God came in 
to the daughters of men, and they 
bore children to them. Those were the 
mighty men who were of old, men of 
renown. Nu 13:33 

_ 9 Then the Lorp saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the 
earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. 

6 ®The Lorp was sorry that He 
had made man on the earth, and He 
was grieved in His heart. Ge 6:7; Je 18:7-10 
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7 The Lorp said, “8] will blot out 
man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to ani- 
mals to creeping things and to birds 
of the sky; for 8I am sorry that I have 
made them.” _ De 28:63; 29:20 * Ge 6:6; Am 7:3, 6 
8 But Noah found favor in the 
eyes of the LORD. Ma 24:37: Lk 17:26; 1 Pe 3:20 
8 These are the records of the 
“ generations of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his time; 
Noah 8walked with God. Ge 5:24 
10 Noah became the father of 
three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in 
the sight of God, and the earth was 
filled with violence. De 31:29; Ju 2:19 
12 God looked on the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt; for Rall flesh 
had corrupted their way upon the 
earth. Ps 14:1-3 
13. Then God said to Noah, “The 
end of all flesh has come before Me; 
for the earth is filled with violence be- 
cause of them; and behold, I am about 
to destroy them with the earth. 

14 “Make for yourself an ark of 
gopher wood; you shall make the ark 
with rooms, and shall ‘cover it inside 
and out with pitch. Or pitch 

15 “This is how you shall make it: 
the length of the ark three hundred 
Fcubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits. 

16 “You shall make a 'window for 
the ark, and finish it to a cubit from 
the top; and set the door of the ark in 
the side of it; you shall make it with 
lower, second, and third decks. or roof 

17 “Behold, 81, even I am bring- 
ing the flood of water upon the earth, 
to destroy all flesh in which is the 
breath of life, from under heaven; 
everything that is on the earth shall 
perish. 2 Pe 2:5 

18 “But I will establish My 
covenant with you; and ®you shall 
enter the ark—you and your sons and 
your wife, and your sons’ wives with 
you. Ge 9:9-16; 17:7 © Ge 7:7 

19 “RAnd of every living thing of 
all flesh, you shall bring two of every 
kind into the ark, to keep them alive 
with you; they shall be male and fe- 
male. Ge 7:2, 14, 15 

20 “ROf the birds after their kind, 
and of the animals after their kind, of 
every creeping thing of the ground 
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after its kind, two of every kind will 
come to you to keep them alive. Ge7:3 

21 “As for you, take for yourself 
some of all food which is edible, and 
gather it to yourself; and it shall be 
for food for you and for them.” 

22 8Thus Noah did; according to 
all that God had commanded him, so 
he did. Ge 7:5; He 11:7 


The Flood 
jee Then the Lorp said to Noah, 
“Enter the ark, you and all 
your household, for you alone I have 
seen to be ®righteous before Me in 
this "time. Ge 6:9 « Lit generation 
2 “You shall take with you of 
every §clean animal by sevens, a male 
and his female; and of the animals 
that are not clean two, a male and his 
female; Le 11:1-31; De 14:3-20 
3 also of the birds of the ‘sky, Tby 
sevens, male and female, to keep 'off- 
spring alive on the face of all the 
earth. Lit heavens ¢ Lit seven seven « Lit seed 
4 “For after seven more days, I 
will send rain on the earth ®forty days 
and forty nights; and I will blot out 
from the face of the land every living 
thing that I have made.” Ge 7:10 « Ge 7:12, 17 
5 RNoah did according to all that 
the Lorp had commanded him. Ge 6:22 
6 Now Noah was ®six hundred 
years old when the flood of water 
Tcame upon the earth. Ge 5:32 « Lit was 
7 Then ®Noah and his sons and 
his wife and his sons’ wives with him 
entered the ark because of the water 
of the flood. Ge 6:18; 7:13; Ma 24:38f; Lk 17:27 
8 Of clean animals and animals 
that are not clean and birds and 
everything that creeps on the ground, 
9 there went into the ark to Noah 
Tpy twos, male and female, as God 
had commanded Noah. Lit two two 
10 It came about after *the seven 
days, that the water of the flood 'came 
upon the earth. Ge 7:4 * Lit were 
11 In the 8six hundredth year of 
Noah’s life, in the second month, on 
the seventeenth day of the month, on 
the same day all the fountains of the 
great deep burst open, and the flood- 
gates of the sky were opened. Ge 7:6 


Y% 67-8 % 6:9-10 6:15 Le. One cubit equals 
approx 18 in. 2% 7:1-7 
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12 8The rain fell upon the earth 
for forty days and forty nights. Ge 7:4, 17 

13 On the very same day ®Noah 
and Shem and Ham and Japheth, the 
sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife and 
the three wives of his sons with them, 
entered the ark, Ge 6:18: 7:7 

14 they and every beast after its 
kind, and all the cattle after ‘their 
kind, and every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth after its kind, and 
every bird after its kind, ‘all sorts of 
birds. Lit its ¢ Lit every bird, every wing 

15 So they went into the ark to 
Noah, 8by twos of all flesh in which 
was the breath of life. Ge 6:19; 7:9 

16 Those that entered, male and 
female of all flesh, entered as God had 
commanded him; and the Lorp closed 
it behind him. 

17 Then the flood 'came upon the 
earth for ®forty days, and the water 
increased and lifted up the ark, so that 
it rose above the earth. Lit was ¢ Ge 7:4 

18 The water prevailed and in- 
creased greatly upon the earth, and 
the ark ‘floated on the "surface of the 
water. Lit went ¢ Lit face 

19 The water prevailed more and 
more upon the earth, so that all the 
high mountains everywhere under the 
heavens were covered. 

20 The water prevailed fifteen 'cu- 
bits higher, 8and the mountains were 
covered. Le. One cubit equals approx 18 in. ¢ Ge 8:4 

21 All flesh that 7moved on the 
earth perished, birds and cattle and 
beasts and every swarming thing that 
swarms upon the earth, and all 
mankind; Ge 6:7, 13, 17; 7:4 © Or crept 

22 of all that was on the dry land, 
all in whose nostrils was the breath 
of the spirit of life, died. Ge 2:7 
yo 23 Thus He blotted out Tevery 

living thing that was upon the 
face of the land, from man to animals 
to creeping things and to birds of the 
Tsky, and they were blotted out from 
the earth; and only Noah was left, to- 
gether with those that were with him 
in the ark. Lit all existence * Lit heavens 

24 The water prevailed upon the 
earth one hundred and fifty days. 


The Flood Subsides 

ye Reul God remembered Noah 
and all the beasts and all the 

cattle that were with him in the ark; 


and God caused a wind to pass over 
the earth, and the water subsided. 

2 Also 8the fountains of the deep 
and the floodgates of the sky were 
closed, and ®the rain from the sky was 
restrained; Ge 7:11 » Ge 7:4, 12 

3 and the water receded steadily 
from the earth, and at the end of one 
hundred and fifty days the water de- 
creased. Ge 7:24 

4 In the seventh month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, ®the 
ark rested upon the mountains of 
Ararat. Ge 7:20 

5 The water decreased steadily 
until the tenth month; in the tenth 
month, on the first day of the month, 
ia tops of the mountains became vis- 
ible. 

6 Then it came about at the end 
of forty days, that Noah opened the 
Rwindow of the ark which he had 
made; Ge 6:16 

7 and he sent out a raven, and it 
flew here and there until the water 
was dried up from the earth. 

8 Then he sent out a dove from 
him, to see if the water was abated 
from the face of the land; 

9 but the dove found no resting 
place for the sole of her foot, so she 
returned to him into the ark, for the 
water was on the ‘surface of all the 
earth. Then he put out his hand and 
took her, and brought her into the ark 
to himself. Lit face 

10 So he waited yet another seven 
days; and again he sent out the dove 
from the ark. 

11 The dove came to him toward 
Tevening, and behold, in her "beak was 
a freshly picked olive leaf. So Noah 
knew that the water was abated from 
the earth. Lit the time of evening « Lit mouth 

12 Then he waited yet another 
seven days, and sent out the dove; but 
she did not return to him again. 

_ 13 Now it came about in the 
six hundred and first year, in the 
first month, on the first of the month, 
the water was dried up from the 
earth. Then Noah removed the cover- 
ing of the ark, and looked, and be- 
hold, the surface of the ground was 
dried up. 

14 In the second month, on the 
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twenty-seventh day of the month, the 
earth was dry. 
Taieee 15 tae God spoke to Noah, 


16 “Gor out of the ark, you and 
your wife and your sons and your 
sons’ wives with you. 

17 “Bring out with you every liv- 
ing thing of all flesh that is with you, 
birds and animals and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth, that 
they may ®breed abundantly on the 
earth, and be fruitful and multiply on 
the earth.” Ge 1:22, 28 

18 So Noah went out, and his sons 
ce his wife and his sons’ wives with 

im. 

19 Every beast, every creeping 
thing, and every bird, everything that 
moves on the earth, went out by their 
families from the ark. 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the 
Lorp, and took of every clean animal 
and of every clean bird and offered 
burnt offerings on the altar. 

21 The Lorp ®smelled the sooth- 
ing aroma; and the Lorp said to Him- 
self, “I will never again ®curse the 
ground on account of man, for the 
intent of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth; and I will never again de- 
stroy every living thing, as I have 
done. Ex 29:18, 25 © Ge 3:17; 6:7, 13, 17; Is 54:9 

22 “While the earth remains, 

Seedtime and harvest, 

And cold and heat, 

And summer and winter, 
And 8day and night 

Shall not cease.” Ps 74:17 Je 33:20, 25 


Covenant of the Rainbow 
And God blessed Noah and 
wr his sons and said to them, “®Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth. Ge 1:28; 9:7 
2 “The fear of you and the terror 
of na will be on every beast of the 
earth and on every bird of the ‘sky; 
with everything that creeps on the 
ground, and all the fish of the sea, into 
ne hand they are given. Lit heavens 
3 “Every moving thing that is 
alive shall be food for you; | give all to 
you, mee I gave the green plant. Ge 1:29 
4 “Only you shall not eat flesh 

with its life, that is, its blood. 
5 “Surely I will require ®your 
lifeblood; ®from every beast I will re- 
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quire it. And from every man, from 
every man’s brother I will require the 
life of man. Ex 20:13; 21:12 ¢ Ex 21:28, 29 
6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, 
By man his blood shall be 
shed, 
For in the image of God 
He made man. Ge 1:26, 27 
7 “As for you, ®be fruitful and 
multiply; 
TPopulate the earth 
loner and multiply in 
Ge 9:1 ¢ Lit Swarm in the earth 
yw 8 Then God spoke to Noah and 
“ae his sons with him, saying, - 
9 “Now behold, I Myself do es- 
tablish My covenant with you, and 
with your descendants after you; 

10 and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the cattle, 
and every beast of the earth with you; 
of all that comes out of the ark, even 
every beast of the earth. 

11 “I establish My covenant with 
you; and all flesh shall never again 
be cut off by the water of the flood, 
Rneither shall there again be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” Ge 8:21 ¢ Is 54:9 

12 God said, “This is 8the sign of 
the covenant which I am making be- 
tween Me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all suc- 
cessive generations; Ge 9:13, 17; 17:11 

13 I set My bow in the cloud, and 
it shall be for a sign of a covenant be- 
tween Me and the earth. Eze 1:28 

14 “It shall come about, when I 
bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow will be seen in the cloud, 

15 and 8&1 will remember My 
covenant, which is between Me and 
you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and "never again shall the 
water become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. Le 26:42, 45; De 7:9; Eze 16:60 * Ge 9:11 

16 “When the bow is in the 

cloud, then I will look upon it, to 
remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living crea- 
ture of all flesh that is on the earth.” 

17 And God said to Noah, “This is 
the sign of the covenant which I have 
established between Me and all flesh 
that is on the earth.” 

18 Now the sons of Noah who 
came out of the ark were Shem and 
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Ham and Japheth; and 7Ham was the 
father of Canaan. Ge 9:25-27; 10:6 
19 These three were the sons of 
Noah, and ®from these the whole 
earth was populated. Ge 9:1, 7; 10:32; 1 Ch 1:4 
20 Then Noah began "farming 
and planted a vineyard. © Litto be a farmer 
21 He drank of the wine and ®be- 
came drunk, and uncovered himself 
inside his tent. Pr 20:1 
22 Ham, the father of Canaan, 
Rgaw the nakedness of his father, and 
told his two brothers outside. Hab 2:15 
23 But Shem and Japheth took.a 
garment and laid it upon both their 
shoulders and walked backward and 
covered the nakedness of their father; 
and their faces were ‘turned away, so 
that they did not see their father’s 
nakedness. Lit backward 
24 When Noah awoke from his 
wine, he knew what his youngest son 
had done to him. 
25 So he said, 
“Cursed be Canaan; 
FA servant of servants 
He shall be to his brothers.” 
26 He also said, 
“RBlessed be the Lorp, 
The God of Shem; 
nao let Canaan be this 
ervant. Ge 14:20; 24:27 © Or their 
t 27 “RMay God enlarge Japheth, 
And let him dwell in the tents 
of Shem; 
And let Canaan be This 
servant.” Ge 10:2-5; Is 66:19 « Or their 
28 Noah lived three hundred and 
fifty years after the flood. 
29 So all the days of Noah were 
oe hundred and fifty years, and he 
ied. 


Descendants of Noah 

l Now these are the records of the 
generations of Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons 

were born to them after the flood. 

2 ®The sons of Japheth were 
RGomer and Magog and ®Madai and 
8Javan and Tubal and Meshech and 
Tiras. 1 Ch 1:5-7 ¢ Eze 38:2, 6 © 2 Ki 17:6 ¢ Is 66:19 

3 The sons of Gomer were 
RAshkenaz and 'Riphath and ®Toga- 
rmah. Je 51:27 ¢ I.e. In 1 Ch 1:6, Diphath ¢ Eze 27:14 

4 The sons of Javan were Elishah 
and Tarshish, Kittim and Dodanim. 

5 From these the coastlands of 
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the nations were separated into their 
lands, every one according to his lan- 
guage, according to their families, 
into their nations. Or separated themselves 

6 The sons of Ham were Cush 
and Mizraim and Put and Canaan. 

7 The sons of Cush were Seba 
and Havilah and Sabtah and Raamah 
and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah 
were Sheba and Dedan. 

8 Now Cush "became the father 
of Nimrod; he ‘became a mighty one 
on the earth. Lit begot « Lit began to be 

9 He was a mighty hunter before 
the Lorp; therefore it is said, “Like 
Nimrod a mighty hunter before the 
LorRD.” 

10 The beginning of his kingdom 
was ‘Babel and Erech and Accad and 
Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 

11 From that land he went forth 
Rinto Assyria, and built Nineveh and 
Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, Mi 5:6 

12 and Resen between Nineveh 
and Calah; that is the great city. 

13. Mizraim "became the father of 
RLudim and Anamim and Lehabim 
and Naphtuhim Lit begot « Je 46:9 

14 and 8Pathrusim and Casluhim 
(from which came the Philistines) and 
Caphtorim. 1 Ch 1:12 

15 Canaan became the father of 
Sidon, his firstborn, and Heth Ge 23:3 

16 and the Jebusite and the 
Amorite and the Girgashite © Ge 15:19-21 

17 and the Hivite and the Arkite 
and the Sinite 

18 and the Arvadite and the Ze- 
marite and the Hamathite; and after- 
ward the families of the Canaanite 
were spread abroad. 

19 The territory of the Canaanite 
extended from Sidon as you go to- 
ward Gerar, as far as Gaza; as you go 
toward Sodom and Gomorrah and 
Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 

20 These are the sons of Ham, ac- 
cording to their families, according to 
their languages, by their lands, by 
their nations. 

21 Also to Shem, the father of all 
the children of Eber, and the Tolder 
brother of Japheth, children were 
born. Or the brother of Japheth the elder 

22 ®The sons of Shem were Elam 
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and Asshur and 8Arpachshad and 
Lud and Aram. 1¢h1:17°Ge 14:1,9 «Ge 11:10 

23 The sons of Aram were Uz and 
Hul and Gether and Mash. 

24 Arpachshad "became the fa- 
ther of 8Shelah; and Shelah became 
the father of Eber. Lit begot ¢ Ge 11:12: Lk 3:35 

25 Two sons were born to Eber; 
the name of the one was Peleg, for in 
his days the earth was divided; and 
his brother’s name was Joktan.1 ch 1:19 

26 Joktan ™became the father of 
Almodad and Sheleph and Haz- 
armaveth and Jerah Lit begot 

27 and Hadoram and Uzal and 
Diklah 

28 and 'Obal and Abimael and 
Sheba Le. In] Ch 1:22, Ebal 

29 and Ophir and Havilah and 
Jobab; all these were the sons of Jok- 


tan. 

30 Now their settlement extended 
from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, 
the hill country of the east. 

31 These are the sons of Shem, 
according to their families, according 
to their languages, by their lands, ac- 
cording to their nations. 

32 These are the families of the 
sons of Noah, according to their ge- 
nealogies, by their nations; and out 
of these the nations were separated 
on the earth after the flood. Ge 9:19 


Universal Language, Babel, 
Confusion 
1 Now the whole earth used the 
same language and ‘the same 
words. Lit was one lip * Or few or one set of words 
2 It came about as they jour- 
neyed east, that they found a plain in 
the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3 They said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks and burn 
them thoroughly.” And they used 
brick for stone, and they used ®tar for 
mortar. Ge 14:10 
4 They said, “Come, let us build 
for ourselves a city, and a tower 
whose top 8will:reach into heaven, 
and let us make for ourselves 8a 
name, otherwise we will be scattered 
abroad over the face of the whole 
earth.” De 1:28; 9:1; Ps 107:26 ¢ Ge 6:4; 2 Sa 8:13 
5 RThe Lorp came down to see 
the city and the tower which the sons 
of men had built. Ge 18:21; Ex 3:8; 19:11, 18, 20 
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$56 The Lorp said, “Behold, they 
are one people, and they all have 
Rthe same language. And this is what 
they began to do, and now nothing 
which they purpose to do will be im- 
possible for them. Ge 11:1 

7 “Come, ®let Us go down and 
there confuse their language, so that 
they will not understand one an- 
other’s speech.” Ge 1:26 ¢ Lit lip 

8 So the Lorpb 8scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of the 
whole earth; and they stopped build- 
ing the city. Ge 11:4; Ps. 92:9; Lk 1:51 

9 Therefore its name was called 
FRBabel, because there the Lorp con- 
fused the language of the whole earth; 
and from there the Lorp scattered 
them abroad over the face of the 
whole earth. Ge 10:10 


Descendants of Shem 

10 These are the records of the 
generations of Shem. Shem was one 
hundred years old, and became the fa- 
ther of Arpachshad two years after 
the flood; ' Ge 10:22-25 

11 and Shem lived five hundred 
years after he became the father of 
Arpachshad, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 

12 Arpachshad lived thirty-five 
pa and became the father of She- 

ah; 

13 and Arpachshad lived. four 
hundred and three years after he be- 
came the father of Shelah, and he had 
other sons and daughters. 

14 Shelah lived thirty years, and 
became the father of Eber; 

15 and Shelah lived four hundred 
and three years after he became the 
father of Eber, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 

16 Eber lived thirty-four years, 
and became the father of Peleg; 

17 and Eber lived four hundred 
and thirty years after he became the 
father of Peleg, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 

18 Peleg lived thirty years, and be- 
came the father of Reu; 

19 and Peleg lived two hundred 
and nine years after he became the fa- 
ther of Reu, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 
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20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and 
became the father of Serug; 

21 and Reu lived two hundred and 
seven years after he became the fa- 
ther of Serug, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 

22 Serug lived thirty years, and 
became the father of Nahor; 

23 and Serug lived two hundred 
years after he became the father of 
Nahor, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 

24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, 
and became the father of Terah; 

25 and Nahor lived one hundred 
and nineteen years after he became 
the father of Terah, and he had other 
sons and daughters. 

26 Terah lived seventy years, and 
became ®the father of Abram, Nahor 
and Haran. Jos 24:2 

27 Now these are the records of 
the generations of Terah. Terah be- 
came the father of Abram, Nahor and 
Haran; and ®Haran became the father 
of ®Lot. Ge 11:31; 12:4 © Ge 13:10; 14:12 19:1, 29 

28 Haran died in the presence of 
his father Terah in the land of his 
birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans. Ge 11:31 

29 Abram and ®Nahor took wives 
for themselves. The name of Abram’s 
wife was ®Sarai; and the name of 
Nahor’s wife was ®Milcah, the daugh- 
ter of Haran, the father of Milcah and 
Iscah. Ge 24:10 © Ge 17:15; 20:12 © Ge 22:20, 23; 24:15 

30 ®Sarai was barren; she had no 
child. Ge 16:1 

31 Terah took Abram his son, and 
Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, 
and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son 
Abram ’s wife; and they went out "to- 
gether from 8Ur of the Chaldeans in 
order to enter the land of Canaan; and 
they went as far as Haran, and settled 
there. Lit with them ¢ Ge 15:7; Ne 9:7; Ac 7:4 

32 The days of Terah were two 
hundred and five years; and Terah 
died in Haran. 


Abram Journeys to Egypt 


N R i 
eal Planes Lorp said to 


“Go forth from your country, 
And from your relatives 
And from your father’s house, 
To the land which I will show 
you; Ge 15:7; Ac 7:3; He 11:8 


2 And ®I will make you a great 
nation, 
And I will bless you, 
And make your name great; 
And so you shall be a 
blessing; Ge 17:4-6; 18:18; 46:3; De 26:5 
And I will bless those who 
bless you, 
And the one who curses you I 
will curse. 
And in you all the families 
of the earth will be 
blessed.” 
4 So Abram went forth as the 
Lorp had spoken to him; and Lot 
went with him. Now Abram was sev- 
enty-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. Ge 11:27, 31 
5 Abram took Sarai his wife and 
Lot his nephew, and all their posses- 
sions which they had accumulated, 
and the persons which they had ac- 
quired in Haran, and they set out for 
the land of Canaan; thus they came to 
the land of Canaan. Ge 13:6 
6 Abram passed through the 
land as far as the site of SShechem, to 
the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite 
was then in the land. Ge 35:4; De 11:30 
7 The Lorp 8appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your descendants | will 
give this land.” So he built an altar 
there to the Lorp who had appeared 
to him. Ge 17:1; 18:1 © Ge 13:4, 18; 22:9 
8 Then he proceeded from there 
to the mountain on the east of Bethel, 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east; and there 
he built an altar to the Lorp and 
called upon the name of the Lorp. 
9 Abram journeyed on, continu- 
ing toward the Negev. 

10 Now there was 8a famine in the 
land; so Abram went down to Egypt 
to sojourn there, for the famine was 
Rsevere in the land. Ge 26:1 * Ge 43:1 

11 It came about when he came 
near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his 
wife, “See now, I Know that you area 
Xbeautiful woman; Ge 26:7; 29:17 

12 Sand when the Egyptians see 
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; 
and they will kill me, but they will let 
you live. Ge 20:11 

13 “Please say that you are my 
sister so that it may go well with me 


+? 
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because of you, and that I may live on 
account of you.” Ge 20:2, 5, 12; 26:7 

14 It came about when Abram 
came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw 
that the woman was very beautiful. 

15 Pharaoh’s officials saw her and 
praised her to Pharaoh; and &the 
woman was taken into = hgetahi / 
house. 

16 Therefore ®he treated ATED 
well for her sake; and 8gave him 
sheep and oxen and donkeys and 
male and female servants and female 
donkeys and camels. Ge 20:14 © Ge 13:2 

17 But the Lorp struck Pharaoh 
and his house with great plagues be- 
cause of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 

18 Then Pharaoh called Abram 
and said, “®What is this you have done 
to me? Why did you not tell me that 
she was your wife? Ge 20:9, 10; 26:10 

19 “Why did you say, ‘She is my 
sister, so that I took her for my wife? 
Now then, ‘here is your wife, take her 
and go.” Or behold 

20 Pharaoh commanded his men 
concerning him; and they ‘escorted 
him away, with his wife and all that 
belonged to him. Lit sent 


Abram and Lot 

1 a Abram went up from Egypt 
to the ‘Negev, he and his wife 

and all that belonged to him, and Lot 

with him. Ge 12:9 

2 Now Abram was ®very rich in 
livestock, in silver and in gold. Ge 24:35 

3 He went on his journeys from 
the ‘Negev as far as Bethel, to the 
place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 

4 to the place of the 8altar which 
he had made there formerly; and 
there Abram called on the name of 
the Lorp. Ge 12:7,8 

5 Now &Lot, who went with 
Abram, also had flocks and herds and 
tents. Ge 12:5 

6 And the land could not ‘sus- 
tain them while dwelling together, 
Rfor their possessions were so great 
that they were not able to remain to- 
gether. Ge 36:7 © Lit bear « Ge 12:5, 16; 13:2 

7 RAnd there was strife between 
the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock 
and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. 
Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite 
were dwelling then in the land. Ge 26:20 


GENESIS 14:2 


8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please 
let there be no strife between you and 
me, nor between my herdsmen and 
your herdsmen, for we are brothers. 

9 “Is not the whole land before 
you? Please separate from me; if to 
the left, then I will go to the right; or if 
to the right, then I will go to the left.” 

10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw 
all the valley of the Jordan, that it was 
well watered everywhere—this was 
before the Lorp destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah—like ®the garden of the 
Lorp, ®like the land of Egypt as you 
go to Zoar. Ge 2:8, 10 © Ge 47:6 

11 So Lot chose for himself all the 
Tvalley of the Jordan, and Lot jour- 
neyed eastward. Thus they separated 
from each other. Lit circle 

12 Abram settled in the land of 
Canaan, while Lot settled in the 
cities of the valley, and moved his 
tents as far as Sodom. — Ge 14:2; 19:24, 25, 29 

13 Now 8the men of Sodom were 
wicked exceedingly and _ sinners 
against the Lorp. Ge 18:20; Eze 16:49 

14 The Lorp said to Abram, after 
Lot had separated from him, “Now 
lift up your eyes and look from the 
place where you are, ®northward and 
southward and eastward and west- 

ard; De 3:27; 34:1-4; Is 49:18 ® Ge 28:14 

15 Rfor all the land which you see, 
I will give it to you and to your de- 
scendants forever. Ge 12:7 

16 “I will make your descendants 
Ras the dust of the earth, so that if 
anyone can number the dust of the 
earth, then your descendants can also 
be numbered. Ge 16:10; 28:14; Nu 23:10 

17 “Arise, .walk about the land 
through its length and breadth; for ®1 
will give it to you.” Nu 13:17-24 © Ge 13:15 

18 Then Abram moved his tent 
and came and dwelt by the oaks of 
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and 
there he built an altar to the Lorn. 


War of the Kings 
] And it came about in the days 
of Amraphel king of ®Shinar, 
Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer 
king of RElam, and Tidal king of 
Goiim, Ge 10:10; 11:2 © Ge 10:22: Is 11:11; Da 8:2 
2 that they made war with Bera 
king of Sodom, and with Birsha king 
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of Gomorrah, Shinab king of 
RAdmah, and Shemeber king of *Ze- 
boiim, and the king of Bela (that is, 
RZoar). Ge 10:19 ¢ De 29:23 © Ge 13:10; 19:22 

3 All these came as allies to the 
valley of Siddim (that is, ®the Salt 
Sea). Ge 14:8, 10 © Nu 34:12; De 3:17; Jos 3:16 

4 Twelve years they had served 
Chedorlaomer, but the thirteenth year 
they rebelled. 

5 In the fourteenth year Chedor- 
laomer and the kings that were with 
him, came and defeated the SRephaim 
in Ashteroth-karnaim and the Zuzim 
in Ham and the Emim in ®Shaveh- 
kiriathaim, De 3:11, 13 ¢ Nu 32:37 

6 and the 8Horites in their Mount 
Seir, as far as El-paran, which is by 
the wilderness. Ge 36:20; De 2:12, 22 

7 Then they turned back and 
came to En-mishpat (that is, 
RKadesh), and ‘conquered all the 
country of the Amalekites, and also 
the Amorites, who lived in SHazazon- 
tamar. Nu 13:26 Lit smote ¢ 2 Ch 20:2 

8 And the king of Sodom and the 
king of Gomorrah and the king of 
Admah and the king of Zeboiim and 
the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) came 
out; and they arrayed for battle 
against them in the valley of Siddim, 

9 against Chedorlaomer king of 
Elam and Tidal king of ‘Goiim and 
Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch 
king of Ellasar—four kings against 
five. Or nations 

10 Now the valley of Siddim was 
full of tar pits; and the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah fled, and they fell into 
them. But those who survived - to 
the ®hill country. 19:17 

11 Then they took all the souais of 
Sodom and Gomorrah and all their 
food supply, and departed. 

12 They also took Lot, Abram’s 
nephew, and his possessions and de- 
parted, for he was living in Sodom. 

13 Then a fugitive came and told 
Abram the Hebrew. Now he was liv- 
ing by the Soaks of Mamre the Amor- 
ite, brother of Eshcol and brother of 
Aner, and these were allies with 
Abram. Ge 40:15; Ex 3:18 Ge 13:18; 14:24 

14 When Abram heard that his 
relative had been taken captive, he led 
out his trained men, born in his house, 


three hundred and eighteen, and went . 


in pursuit as far as Dan. 
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15 ®He divided his forces against 
them by night, he and his servants, 
and defeated them, and pursued them 
as far as Hobah, which is north of 
RDamascus. Ju 7:16 ¢ Ge 15:2 

16 He brought back all the goods, 
and also brought back his relative Lot 
with his possessions, and also the 
women, and the people. 


God’s Promise to Abram 
17 Then after his return from the 
Tdefeat of Chedorlaomer and the 
kings who were with him, ®the king 
of Sodom went out to meet him at the 
valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s 
Valley). Lit smiting ¢ Ge 14:10 © 2 Sa 18:18 
18 And R8Melchizedek king of 
Salem brought out 8bread and wine; 
now he was a &priest of God Most 
High. He 7:1-10 © Ps 104:15 ¢ Ps 110:4; He 5:6, 10 
19 He blessed him and said, 
“Blessed be Abram of ‘God 
Most Hig 
RPossessor of heaven and 
earth; Heb El Elyon ¢ Ge 14:22 
20 And blessed be God Most 
High, 
Who has delivered your 
enemies into your hand.” 
RHe gave him atenth ofall. He 7:4 
21 The king of Sodom said to 
Abram, “Give the 'people to me and 
take the goods for yourself.” Lit soul 
22 Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lorp 
RGod Most High, possessor of 
heaven and earth, Ge 14:19 ¢ Ps 24:1 
23. that 81 will not take a thread or 
a sandal thong or anything that is 
yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have 
made Abram rich.’ 2 Ki 5:16 
24 “I will take nothing except 
what the young men have eaten, and 
the share of the men who went with 
me, ®Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let 
them take their share.” Ge 14:13 


Abram Promised a Son 
ye] After these things ®the word 
t of the Lorp came to Abram 
in a vision, saying, 
“Do not fear, Abram, 
I am a shield to you; 
Your reward shall be very 
great.” Ge 15:4; 46:2: 1 Sa 15:10 
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2 Abram said, “O Lord Gop, what 
will You give me, since I am childless, 
and the Their of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” Lit son of acquisition 

3 And Abram said, “Since You 
have given no offspring to me, one 
Rborn in my house is my heir.” Ge 14:14 

4 Then behold, the word of the 
Lorp came to him, saying, “This man 
will not be your heir; Sbut one who 
will come forth from your own body, 
he shall be your heir.” Ga 4:28 

_5 And He took him outside and 
said, “Now look toward the heavens, 
and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them.” And He said to him, “So 
shall your ‘descendants be.” Lit seed 

6 ®Then he believed in the Lorp; 
and He reckoned it to him as right- 
eousness. Ro 4:3, 20-22; Ga 3:6; Jam 2:23 

7 And He said to him, “I am the 
Lorp who brought you out of ®Ur of 
the Chaldeans, to ®give you this land 
to ™possess it.” Ge 11:31 « Ge 13:15, 17 « Or inherit 

8 He said, “O Lord Gop, how may 
I Know that I will possess it?” 

9 So He said to him, “‘Bring Mea 
three year old heifer, and a three year 
old female goat, and a three year old 
ram, and a turtledove, and a young pi- 
geon.” Lit Take 

10 Then he brought all these to 
Him and ®cut them in two, and laid 
each half opposite the other; but he 
Rdid not cut the birds. Ge 15:17 Le 1:17 

11. The birds of prey came down 
upon the carcasses, and Abram drove 
them away. 

12 Now when the sun was going 
down, 8a deep sleep fell upon Abram; 
and behold, terror and great darkness 
fell upon him. Ge 2:21; 28:11; Job 33:15 

13° God said to Abram, “Know for 
certain that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
where they will be enslaved and op- 
pressed four hundred years. 

14 “But I will also judge the nation 
whom they will serve, and afterward 
they will come out Rwith Tmany pos- 
sessions. Ex 12:32-38 ¢ Lit great 

15 “As for you, ®you shall go to 
your fathers in peace; you will be 
buried at a good old age. Ge 25:8; 47:30 

16 “Then in the fourth generation 
they will return here, for the iniquity 
of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 

17 It came about when the sun 
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had set, that it was very dark, and be- 
hold, there appeared a smoking oven 
and a flaming torch which ®passed 
between these pieces. Je 34:18, 19 

18 On that day the Lorp made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, 

“RTo your descendants I have 
given this land, 

From the river of Egypt as far 
as the great river, the river 
Euphrates:. Ge 17:8: Jos 21:43! Ac 75 

19 the Kenite and the Kenizzite 
and the Kadmonite 

20 and the Hittite and the Per- 
izzite and the Rephaim 

21 and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Girgashite and the 
Jebusite.” 


Sarai and Hagar 
Now &Sarai, Abram’s wife had 
borne him no children, and she 
had an Egyptian maid whose name 
was Hagar. Ge 11:30 ¢ Ge 12:16 

2 So Sarai said to Abram, “Now 
behold, the Lorp has prevented me 
from bearing children. ®Please go in 
to my maid; perhaps | will obtain chil- 
dren through her.” And Abram lis- 
tened to the voice of Sarai. Ge 30:3, 4, 9, 10 

3 After Abram had ‘lived ®ten 
years in the land of Canaan, Abram’s 
wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, 
her maid, and gave her to her hus- 
band Abram as his wife. Lit dwelt « Ge 12:4 

4 He went in to Hagar, and she 
conceived; and when she saw that she 
had conceived, her mistress was de- 
spised in her sight. 

5 And Sarai said to Abram, 
“RMay the wrong done me be upon 
you. I gave my maid into your arms, 
but when she saw that she had con- 
ceived, I was despised in her ‘sight. 
RMay the Lorp judge between you 
and me.” Je 51:35 © Lit eyes * Ge 31:53; Ex 5:21 

6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Be- 
hold, your maid is in your 'power; do 
to her what is good in your sight.” So 
Sarai treated her harshly, and ®she 
fled from her presence. © Lit hand Ge 16:9 

7 Now &the angel of the Lorp 

found her by a spring of water in 
the wilderness, by the spring on the 
way to Shur. Ge 21:17, 18: 22:11, 15; 31:11 

8 He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, 
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Rwhere have you come from and 
where are you going?” And she said, 
“I am fleeing from the presence of my 
mistress Sarai.” Ge 3:9; 1 Ki 19:9, 13 
9 Then the angel of the Lorp said 
to her, “Return to your mistress, and 
submit yourself to her authority.” 

10 Moreover, the Rangel of the 
Lorp said to her, “I will greatly multi- 
ply your descendants so that they will 
be too many to count.” Ge 22:15-18 

11 The angel of the Lorp said to 
her further, 

“Behold, you are with child, 
And you will bear a son; 
And you shall call his name 

FIshmael, 
Because the Lorp has given 
heed to your affliction. 

12 “He will be a wild donkey of a 


man, 
His hand will be against 
everyone, 
And everyone’s hand will be 
against him; 
And he will live 8to the east of 
all his brothers.” Ge 25:18 
13 Then she called the name of 
the Lorp who spoke to her, “You are 
Ta God who sees”; for she said, “Have 
I even remained alive here after see- 
ing Him?” Heb Elroi * Ge 32:30; Ps 139:1-12 
14 Therefore the well was called 
FBeer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between 
RKadesh and Bered. Ge 14:7 
15 So Hagar bore Abram a son; 
and Abram called the name of his 
son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 
16 Abram was eighty-six years 
old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him. 


Abraham and the Covenant of 
Circumcision 
yF] Now when Abram was 
ninety-nine years old, ®the 
mes appeared to Abram and said to 
im, 
“Tam God Almighty; 
Walk before Me, and be 
blameless. Ge 12:7; 18:1 
2 “I will establish My 8covenant 
between Me and you, 
And I will multiply you 
exceedingly.” Ge 15:18 
3 Abram fell on his face, and 
God talked with him, saying, 
4 “As for Me, behold, My 
covenant is with you, 
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And you will be the father of a 
multitude of nations. 

5 “No longer shall your name be 

called FAbram, 

But ®your name shall be 
FAbraham; 

For 8] have made you the 
father of a multitude of 
nations. Ne 9:7* Ro 4:17 

6 “I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make nations of 
you, and ®kings will come forth from 
you. Ge 17:16; 35:11 

7 “I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your Tde- 
scendants after you throughout their 
generations for an_ everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to 
your descendants after you. Lit seed 

8 “I will give to you and to your 
descendants after you, the land of 
your sojournings, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting posses- 
sion; and | will be their God.” 

9 God said further to Abraham, 
“Now as for you, 8you shall keep My 
covenant, you and your descendants 
after you throughout their genera- 
tions. Ex 19:5 

10 “This is My covenant, which 
you shall keep, between Me and 
you and your descendants after you: 
every male among you shall be cir- 
cumcised. Jo 7:22; Ac 7:8; Ro 4:11 

11 “And you shall be circumcised 
in the flesh of your foreskin, and it 
shall be the sign of the covenant be- 
tween Me and you. 

12 “And every male among you 
who is Reight days old shall be cir- 
cumcised throughout your genera- 
tions, a servant who is born in the 
house or who is bought with money 
from any foreigner, who is not of your 
descendants. Le 12:3 

13 “A servant who is born in 
your house or who is bought with 
your money shall surely be cir- 
cumcised; thus shall My covenant be 
in your flesh for an everlasting 
covenant. 

14 “But an uncircumcised male 
who is not circumcised in the flesh of 
his foreskin, that person shall be ®cut 


16:11 I.e.God hears 16:14 Le. the well of the living 
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off from his people; he has broken My 
covenant.” Ex 4:24-26 
pe 15Then God said to Abraham, 

“As for Sarai your wife, you shall 
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 

_16 “I will bless her, and indeed I 
will give you 8a son by her. Then I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother of 
nations; ®kings of peoples will Tcome 
from her.” Ge 18:10 © Ge 17:6; 36:31 « Lit be 

17 Then Abraham fell on his face 
and laughed, and said in his heart, 
“Will a child be born to a man one 
hundred years old? And will Sarah, 
who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?” 

18 And Abraham said to God, 
“Oh that Ishmael might live before 
You!” 

19 But God said, “No, but Sarah 

your wife will bear you 8a son, and 
you shall call his name ‘Isaac; and I 
will establish My covenant with him 
for an everlasting covenant for his de- 
scendants after him. Ge 17:16; 18:10; 21:2 

20 “As for Ishmael, I have heard 
you; behold, I will bless him, and ®will 
make him fruitful and will multiply 
him exceedingly. He shall become the 
father of twelve princes, and | will 
make him a great nation. Ge 16:10 

21 “But My covenant I will estab- 
lish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear 
to you at this season next year.” 

22 When He finished talking with 
him, God went up from Abraham. 

23 Then Abraham took Ishmael 
his son, and all the servants who were 
Rporn in his house and all who were 
bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham’s house- 
hold, and circumcised the flesh of 
their foreskin in the very same day, as 
God had said to him. Ge 14:14 

24 Now Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old when 8he was circumcised 
in the flesh of his foreskin. Ro 4:11 

25 And Ishmael his son was thir- 
teen years old when he was circum- 
cised in the flesh of his foreskin. 

26 Inthe very same day Abraham 
was circumcised, and Ishmael his 


son. 

27 All the men of his household, 
who were ®born in the house or 
bought with money from a foreigner, 
were circumcised with him. Ge 14:14 
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Birth of Isaac Promised 
Now &the Lorb appeared to him 
by the Soaks of Mamre, while he 
was Sitting at the tent door in the heat 
of the day. Ge 12:7; 17:1 © Ge 13:18; 14:13 

2 When he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, behold, three men were stand- 
ing opposite him; and when he saw 
them, he ran from the tent door to 
meet them and bowed himself to the 
earth, 

3 and said, “"My Lord, if now I 
have found favor in Your sight, please 
do not pass Your servant by. or O Lora 

4 “Please let a little water be 
brought and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree; 

5 and I will bring a piece of 
bread, that you may refresh your- 
selves; after that you may go on, since 
you have visited your servant.” And 
they said, “So do, as you have said.” 

6 So Abraham hurried into the 
tent to Sarah, and said, “Quickly, pre- 
pare three measures of fine flour, 
knead it and make bread cakes.” 

7 Abraham also ran to the herd, 
and took a tender and ‘choice calf 
and gave it to the servant, and he hur- 
ried to prepare it. Lit good 

8 He took curds and milk and the 
calf which he had prepared, and 
placed it before them; and he was 
standing by them under the tree ‘as 
they ate. Lit and 
bee 9 Then they said to him, “Where 

is Sarah your wife?” And he said, 
“There, in the tent.” 

10 He said, “I will surely return to 
you at this time next year; and behold, 
Sarah your wife will have a son.” And 
Sarah was listening at the tent door, 
which was behind him. 

11 Now ®Abraham and Sarah 
were old, advanced in age; Sarah was 
Rpast childbearing. Ge 17:17; Ro 4:19 * He 11:11 

12 Sarah laughed 'to herself, say- 
ing, “kAfter I have become old, shall I 
have pleasure, my lord being old 
also?” Lit within ¢ Ge 17:17; Lk 1:18 © 1 Pe 3:6 

13 And the Lorp said to Abraham, 
“Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I 
indeed "bear a child, when I am so 
old?’ Lit surely bear 


14 “Is anything too difficult for the 
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Lorp? At the appointed time I will re- 
turn to you, at this time next year, and 
Sarah will have a son.” 

15 Sarah denied it however, saying, 
“I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. 
And He said, “No, but you did laugh.” 

16 Then the men rose up from 
there, and looked down toward 
Sodom; and Abraham was walking 
with them to send them off. 

17 ®The Lorp said, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham ®what I am about to 
do, Ge 18:22, 26, 33; Am 3:7 @ Ge 18:21; 19:24 

18 since Abraham will surely be- 

come a great and 'mighty nation, 
and in him all the nations of the earth 
will be blessed? Or populous 

19 “For I have 8chosen him, so that 
he may command his children and his 
household after him to keep the way 
of the Lorp by doing righteousness 
and justice, so that the Lorp may 
bring upon Abraham what He has 
spoken about him.” Ne 9:7; Am 3:2 

20 And the Lorp said, “®The out- 
cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed 
great, and their sin is exceedingly 
grave. Ge 19:13; Eze 16:49, 50 

21 “I will 8g0 down now, and see if 
they have done entirely according to 
its outcry, which has come to Me; and 
if not, I will know.” Ge 11:5; Ex 3:8; Ps 14:2 

22 Then ®the men turned away 
from there and went toward Sodom, 
while Abraham was still standing be- 
fore ®the Lorp. Ge 18:16: 19:1 ¢ Ge 18:1, 17 

23 Abraham came near and said, 
“Will You indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? 

24 “Suppose there are fifty right- 
eous within the city; will You indeed 
sweep it away and not ‘spare the 
place for the sake of the fifty right- 
eous who are in it? Or forgive 

25 “Far be it from You to do ‘such 
a thing, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, so that the righteous and the 
wicked are treated alike. Far be it 
from You! Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth deal justly?” Lit after this manner 

26 So the Lorp said, “8If I find in 
Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 
then I will 'spare the whole place on 
their account.” Je 5:1 © Or forgive 

27 And Abraham replied, “Now 
behold, I have ‘ventured to speak to 
the Lord, although I am but ®dust and 
ashes. Lit undertaken © Ge 3:19; Job 30:19; 42:6 
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28 “Suppose the fifty righteous 
are lacking five, will You destroy the 
whole city because of five?” And He 
said, “I will not destroy it if I find 
forty-five there.” 

29 He spoke to Him yet again and 
said, “Suppose forty are found there?” 
And He said, “I will not do it on ac- 
count of the forty.” 

30 Then he said, “Oh may the 
Lord not be angry, and I shall speak; 
suppose thirty are found there?” And 
He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty 
there.” 

31 And he said, “Now behold, I 
have ‘ventured to speak to the Lord; 
suppose twenty are found there?” 
And He said, “I will not destroy it on 
account of the twenty.” Lit undertaken 

32 Then he said, “ROh may the 
Lord not be angry, and I shall speak 
only this once; suppose ten are found 
there?” And He said, “I will not de- 
stroy it on account of the ten.” — Jué6:39 

33 As soon as He had finished 
speaking to Abraham "the Lorp de- 
parted, and Abraham returned to his 
place. Ge 17:22; 35:13 


The Doom of Sodom 

2G, l Now the ®two angels came to 
Sd Sodom in the evening as Lot 
was sitting in the gate of Sodom. 
When &Lot saw them, he rose to meet 
them and bowed down with his face 
to the ground. Ge 18:2, 22 © Ge 18:2-5 

2 And he said, “Now behold, my 
lords, please turn aside into your ser- 
vant’s house, and spend the night, and 
wash your feet; then you may rise 
early and go on your way.” They said 
however, “No, but we shall spend the 
night in the square.” 

3 Yet he urged them strongly, so 
they turned aside to him and entered 
his house; Rand he prepared a feast 
for them, and baked unleavened 
bread, and they ate. Ge 18:6-8 

4 Before they lay down, ®the 
men of the city, the men of Sodom, 
surrounded the house, both young 
and old, all the people from every 
quarter; Ge 13:13; 18:20 

5 and they called to Lot and said 
to him, “8Where are the men who 
came to you tonight? Bring them out 
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to us that we may ‘have relations with 
them.” Le 18:22; Ju 19:22 « I.e. have intercourse 

6 But Lot went out to them at the 
conte and shut the door behind 

im, 

7 and said, “Please, my brothers, 
do not act wickedly. > 

8 “Now behold, I have two 
daughters who have not had relations 
with man; please let me bring them 
out to you, and do to them whatever 
you like; only do nothing to these 
men, inasmuch as they have come 
under the shelter of my roof.” 

9 But they said, “Stand aside.” 
Furthermore, they said, “This one 
came in ‘as an alien, and already ®he is 
acting like a judge; now we will treat 
you worse than them.” So they pressed 
hard against Lot and came near to 
break the door. Lit to sojourn ¢ Ex 2:14 

10 But the men reached out their 
hands and brought Lot into the house 
with them, and shut the door. 

11 They ‘struck the men who 
were at the doorway of the house with 
blindness, both small and great, so 
that they wearied themselves trying 
to find the doorway. Lit smote 

12 Then the two men said to Lot, 
“Whom else have you here? A son-in- 
law, and your sons, and your daugh- 
ters, and whomever you have in the 
city, bring them out of the place; 

13 for we are about to destroy this 
place, because their outcry has be- 
come so great before the Lorp that 
the Lorp has sent us to destroy it.” 

14 Lot went out and spoke to his 
sons-in-law, who were to marry his 
daughters, and said, “Up, ®get out of 
this place, for the Lorp will destroy 
the city.” But he appeared to his sons- 
in-law to be jesting. Nu 16:21, 45; Re 18:4 
y* 15 When morning dawned, the 

angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, 
take your wife and your two daugh- 
ters who are here, or you will be 
swept away in the ‘punishment of the 
city.” Or iniquity 

16 But he hesitated. So the men 
seized his hand and the hand of his 
wife and the hands of his two daugh- 
ters, for the compassion of the Lorp 
was upon him; and they brought him 
out, and put him outside the city. 

17 When they had brought them 
outside, one said, “SEscape for your 
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life! [Do not look behind you, and do 
not stay anywhere in the 8valley; es- 
cape to the mountains, or you will be 
Swept away.” Je 48:6 © Ge 19:26 © Ge 13:10 

18 But Lot said to them, “Oh no, 
my lords! 

19 “Now behold, your servant has 
found favor in your sight, and you 
have magnified your lovingkindness, 
which you have shown me by saving 
my life; but I cannot escape to the 
Tmountains, for the disaster will over- 
take me and I will die; Lit mountain 

20 now behold, this town is near 
enough to flee to, and it is small. 
Please, let me escape there (is it not 
small?) that my life may be saved.” 

21 Hesaid to him, “Behold, I grant 
you this Trequest also, not to over- 
throw the town of which you have 
spoken. Lit thing 
522 “Hurry, escape there, for I can- 

not do anything until you arrive 
there.” Therefore the name of the 
town was called F®Zoar. Ge 13:10; 14:2 

23 The sun had risen over the 
earth when Lot came to Zoar. 

24 Then the Lorp rained on 
Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and 
fire from the Lorp out of heaven, 

25 and He overthrew those cities, 
and all the ‘valley, and all the inhabi- 
tants of the cities, and what grew on 
the ground. Lit circle 
»¢ 526 But his wife, from behind him, 
y Rlooked back, and she became a 
pillar of salt. Ge 19:17; Lk 17:32 

27 Now Abraham arose early in 
the morning and went to the place 
where he had stood before the Lorp; 

28 and he looked down toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all 
the land of the valley, and he saw, and 
behold, the smoke of the land as- 
cended like the smoke of a furnace. 

29 Thus it came about, when God 
destroyed the cities of the valley, that 
RGod remembered Abraham, and 
Rgent Lot out of the midst of the over- 
throw, when He overthrew the cities 
in which Lot lived. De 7:8; 9:5,27 «2 Pe 2:7 


Lot Is Debased 

30 Lot went up from Zoar, and 
stayed in the mountains, and his two 
daughters with him; for he was afraid 
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to stay in Zoar; and he stayed in a 
cave, he and his two daughters. 

31 Then the firstborn said to the 
younger, “Our father is old, and there 
is not a man on earth to come in to us 
after the manner of the earth. 

32 “Come, ®let us make our father 
drink wine, and let us lie with him 
that we may preserve our family 
through our father.” Lk 21:34 

33. So they made their father drink 
wine that night, and the firstborn 
went in and lay with her father; and 
he did not know when she lay down 
or when she arose. 

34 On the following day, the first- 
born said to the younger, “Behold, I 
lay last night with my father; let us 
make him drink wine tonight also; 
then you go in and lie with him, that 
we may preserve ‘our family through 
our father.” Lit seed from our father 

35 So they made their father drink 
wine that night also, and the younger 
arose and lay with him; and he did not 
know when she lay down or when she 
arose. 

36 Thus both the daughters of Lot 
were with child by their father. 

37 The firstborn bore a son, and 
called his name Moab; he is the fa- 
ther of the Moabites to this day. De 2:9 

38 As for the younger, she also 
bore a son, and called his name Ben- 
ammi; he is the father of the sons of 
RAmmon to this day. De 2:19 


Abraham’s Treachery 
ye Now Abraham journeyed from 
Rthere toward the land of ®the 
FNegev, and settled between Kadesh 
and Shur; then he sojourned in 
RGerar. Ge 18:1 © Ge 12:9 
2 Abraham said of Sarah his 
wife, “RShe is my sister.” So RAbim- 
elech king of Gerar sent and took 
Sarah. Ge 12:11-13; 20:12; 26:7 ¢ Ge 12:15 
3 RBut God came to Abimelech in 
a dream of the night, and said to him, 
“Behold, you are a dead man because 
of the woman whom you have taken, 
for she is married.” Ge 12:17, 18 
4 Now Abimelech had not come 
near her; and he said, “Lord, ®will You 
slay a nation, even though ™blame- 
less? Ge 18:23-25 « Lit righteous 
5 “Did he not himself say to me, 
‘She is my sister’? And she ®herself 
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said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the in- 
tegrity of my heart and the innocence 
of my hands I have done this.” Ge 20:13 

6 Then God said to him in the 
dream, “Yes, I know that in the in- 
tegrity of your heart you have done 
this, and I also ®kept you from sinning 
against Me; therefore I did not let you 
touch her. 1 Sa 25:26, 34 

7 “Now therefore, restore the 
man’s wife, for ®he is a prophet, and 
he will pray for you and you will live. 
But if you do not restore her, know 
that you shall surely die, you and all 
who are yours.” 1 Sa 7:5; 2 Ki 5:11; Job 42:8 

8 So Abimelech arose early in 
the morning and called all his ser- 
vants and told all these things in their 
hearing; and the men were greatly 
frightened. 

9 RThen Abimelech called Abra- 
ham and said to him, “What have you 
done to us? And how have I sinned 
against you, that you have brought on 
me and on my kingdom 8a great sin? 
You have done to me things that 
ought not to be done.” — Ge 12:18 « Ge 39:9 

10 And Abimelech said to Abra- 
ham, “What have you Tencountered, 
that you have done this thing?” Lit seen 

11 Abraham said, “Because I 
thought, surely there is no ®fear of 
God in this place, and they will kill me 
because of my wife. Ne 5:15; Pr 16:6 

12 “Besides, she actually is my sis- 
ter, the daughter of my father, but not 
the daughter of my mother, and she 
became my wife; 

13 and it came about, when ®God 
caused me to wander from my fa- 
ther’s house, that I said to her, ‘This is 
the kindness which you will show to 
me: everywhere we go, ®say of me, 
“He is my brother.”’” Ge 12:1-9 « Ge 12:13; 20:5 

14. Abimelech then took sheep 
and oxen and male and female ser- 
vants, and gave them to Abraham, 
and restored his wife Sarah to him. 

15 Abimelech said, “8Behold, my 
land is before you; Tsettle wherever 
you please.” Ge 13:9; 34:10; 47:6 © Lit dwell 

16 To Sarah he said, “Behold, I 
have given your brother a thousand 
pieces of silver; behold, it is your vin- 
dication before all who are with you, 
and before all men you are cleared.” 


20:1 I.e. South country 


21 


17 Abraham prayed to God, 

and God healed Abimelech and 

his wife and his maids, so that they 
bore children. > Nu 12:13; 21.7; Jam 5:16 
18 For the Lorp had closed fast 
all the wombs of the household of 
Abimelech because of Sarah, Abra- 
ham’s wife. Ge 12:17 


Isaac Is Born 

2 | eae the Lorp took note of 
Sarah as He had said, and 

the Lorp did for Sarah as He had 

promised. Ge 17:16, 21; 18:10, 14; Ga 4:23 

2 So Sarah conceived and bore 
ason to Abraham in his old age, at the 
appointed time of which God had spo- 
ken to him. Ac 7:8: Ga 4:22: He 11:11 

3 Abraham called the name of 
his son who was born to him, whom 
Sarah bore to him, Isaac. — Ge 17:19, 21 

4 Then Abraham circumcised his 
son Isaac when he was eight days old, 
as God had commanded him. 

5 Now Abraham was 8one hun- 
dred years old when his son Isaac was 
born'to him. Ge 17:17 

6 Sarah said, “God has made 
Rlaughter for me; everyone who hears 
will laugh with me.” Ge 18:13: Ps 126:2; Is 54:1 

7 And she said, “Who would 
have said to Abraham that Sarah 
would nurse children? Yet I have 
borne him a son in his old age.” 

8 The child grew and was 
weaned, and Abraham made a great 
feast on the day that Isaac was 
weaned. 


Sarah Turns against Hagar 
9 Now Sarah saw the son of 
Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, ®mocking. Ga 4:29 
10 Therefore she said to Abra- 
ham, “8Drive out this maid and her 
son, for the son of this maid shall not 
be an heir with my son Isaac.” Ga4:30 
11 ®The matter distressed Abra- 
ham greatly because of his Son.Ge 17:18 
12 But God said to Abraham, “Do 
not be distressed because of the 
lad and your maid; whatever Sarah 
tells you, listen to her, for ®through 
Isaac Tyour descendants shall be 
named. Ro 9:7; He 11:18 ¢ Lit your seed will be called 
13 “And of the son of the maid I 
will make a nation also, because he is 
your descendant.” Ge 16:10; 21:18; 25:12-18 
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14 So Abraham rose early in the 
morning and took bread and a skin of 
water and gave them to Hagar, put- 
ting them on her shoulder, and gave 
her the boy, and sent her away. And 
she departed and wandered about in 
the wilderness of Beersheba. 

15 When the water in the skin was 
used up, she ‘left the boy under one of 
the bushes. Lit cast 
y* 16 Then she went and sat down 

opposite him, about a bowshot 
away, for she said, “Do not let me see 
the boy die.” And she sat opposite 
him, and &lifted up her voice and 
wept. Je 6:26; Am 8:10 

17 God ®heard the lad crying; and 
the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “What is the 
matter with you, Hagar? ®Do not fear, 
for God has heard the voice of the lad 
where he is. Ex 3:7; De 26:7; Ps 6:8 © Ge 26:24 

18 “Arise, lift up the lad, and hold 
him by the hand, ®for I will make a 
great nation of him.” Ge 16:10; 21:13; 25:12-16 

19 Then God opened her eyes 
and she saw a well of water; and she 
went and filled the skin with water 
and gave the lad a drink. Nu 22:31; 2 Ki6:17 

20 God was with the lad, and he 
grew; and he lived in the wilderness 
and became an archer. Ge 28:15; 39:2, 3,21 

21 He lived in the wilderness of 
Paran, and his mother took a wife for 
him from the land of Egypt. Ge 25:18 


Covenant with Abimelech 

22 Now it came about at that time 
that Abimelech and Phicol, the com- 
mander of his army, spoke to Abra- 
ham, saying, “®God is with you in all 
that you do; © Ge 20:2, 14; 26:26 * Ge 26:28: Is 8:10 

23 now therefore, swear to me 
here by God that you will not deal 
falsely with me or with my offspring 
or with my posterity, but according to 
the kindness that I have shown to you, 
you shall show to me and to the land 
in which you have sojourned.” 

24 Abraham said, “I swear it.” 

25 But Abraham complained to 
Abimelech because of the well of 
water which the servants of Abim- 
elech ®had seized. Ge 26:15, 18, 20-22 

26 And Abimelech said, “I do not 
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know who has done this thing; you 
did not tell me, nor did IJ hear of it un- 
til today.” Lit except 

27 Abraham took sheep and oxen 
and gave them to Abimelech, and "the 
two of them made a covenant. Ge 26:31 

28 Then Abraham set seven ewe 
lambs of the flock by themselves. 

29 Abimelech said to Abraham, 
“What do these seven ewe lambs 
mean, which you have set by them- 
selves?” 

30 He said, “You shall take these 
seven ewe lambs from my hand so 
that it may be a 8witness to me, that I 
dug this well.” Ge 31:48 

31 Therefore he called that place 
RBeersheba, because there the two of 
them took an oath. Ge 21:14; 26:33 

32 So they made a covenant at 
Beersheba; and Abimelech and Ph- 
icol, the commander of his army, 
arose and returned to the land of the 
Philistines. 

33 Abraham planted a tamarisk 
tree at Beersheba, and there ®he 
called on the name of the Lorp, the 
Everlasting God. Ge 12:8 

34 And Abraham sojourned 8in 
the land of the Philistines for many 
days. Ge 22:19 


The Offering of Isaac 

2 Zara it came about after these 
things, that God tested Abra- 

ham, and said to him, “8Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” Ge 22:11 

2 He said, “Take now ®your son, 
your only son, whom you love, Isaac, 
and go to the land of ®Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I will 
tell you.” Ge 22:12, 16; Jo 3:16; 1 Jo 4:9 © 2 Ch 3:1 

3 So Abraham rose early in the 
morning and saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him 
and Isaac his son; and he split wood 
for the burnt offering, and arose and 
went to the place of which God had 
told him. 

4 On the third day Abraham 
raised his eyes and saw the place 
from a distance. 

5 Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey, and 
I and the lad will go over there; and 
we will worship and return to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood of the 


burnt offering and ®laid it on Isaac his 
son, and he took in his hand the fire 
and the knife. So the two of them 
walked on together. Jo 19:17 

7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his fa- 
ther and said, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here I am, my son.” And he 
said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” Ex 29:38-42; Jo 1:29, 36; Re 13:8 

8 Abraham said, “God will ™pro- 
vide for Himself the lamb. for the 
burnt offering, my son.” So the two of 
them walked on together. Lit see 

9 Then they came to ®the place of 
which God had told him; and Abra- 
ham built ®the altar there and 
arranged the wood, and bound his son 
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. Ge 22:2 © Gé 12:7, 8; 13:18 

10 Abraham stretched out his 
hand and took the knife to slay his son. 

11 But ®the angel of the Lorpb 
called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” Ge 16:7-11; 21:17, 18 

12 He said, “Do not stretch out 
your hand against the lad, and do 
nothing to him; for now ®I know that 
you fear God, since you have not with- 
held 8your son, your only son, from 

43 Jam 2:21, 22 © Ge 22:2, 16 

13 Then Abraham raised his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind hima 
ram caught in the thicket by his 
horns; and Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered him up for a 
burnt offering in the place of his son. 

14 Abraham called the name of 
that place The Lorp Will Provide, as it 
is Said to this day, “In the mount of the 
Lorp Rit will be provided.” Ge 22:8 

15 Then the angel of the Lorp 
called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven, 

16 and said, “By Myself I have 
sworn, declares the Lorp, because 
you have done this thing and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, 

17 indeed I will greatly bless you, 
and I will greatly ®multiply your seed 
as the stars of the heavens and as the 
sand which is on the seashore; and 
your seed shall possess the gate of 
their enemies. — Ge 15:5; 26:4: Je 33:22: He 11:12 

18 “In your seed all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.” 
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19 ®So Abraham returned to his 
young men, and they arose and went 
together to Beersheba; and Abraham 
lived at Beersheba. Ge 22:5 

20 Now it came about after these 
things, that it was told Abraham, say- 
ing, “Behold, ®Milcah also has borne 
children to your brother Nahor: ce 11:29 

21 Uz his firstborn and Buz his 
brother and Kemuel the father of 
Aram 

22 and Chesed and Hazo and Pil- 
dash and Jidlaph and Bethuel.” 

23 Bethuel became the father of 
RRebekah; these eight Milcah bore to 
Nahor, Abraham’s brother. Ge 24:15 

24 His concubine, whose name 
was Reumah, also bore Tebah and 
Gaham and Tahash and Maacah. 


Death and Burial of Sarah 

2 Now Sarah lived one hundred 
and twenty-seven years; these 

were the years of the life of Sarah. 

2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba 
(that is, Hebron) in the land of 
Canaan; and Abraham went in to 
mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 

3 Then Abraham rose from be- 
fore his dead, and spoke to the sons 
of Heth, saying, Ge 10:15; 15:20 

4 “I am a stranger and a Sso- 
journer among you; give me a ®burial 
site among you that I may bury my 
dead out of my sight.” Ac 7:16 © Ge 49:30 

5 The sons of Heth answered 
Abraham, saying to him, 

6 “Hear us, my lord, you are a 
Rmighty prince among us; bury your 
dead in the choicest of our graves; 
none of us will refuse you his grave 
for burying your dead.” Ge 14:14; 20:7 

7 So Abraham rose and bowed to 
the people of the land, the sons of 
Heth. 

8 And he spoke with them, say- 
ing, “If it is your 'wish for me to bury 
my dead out of my sight, hear me, and 
approach Ephron the son of Zohar 
for me, Lit soul * Ge 25:9 

9 that he may give me the cave of 
Machpelah which he owns, which is 
at the end of his field; for the full price 
let him give it to me in 'your presence 
for a burial site.” Lit the midst of you 

10 Now Ephron was = sitting 
among the sons of Heth; and Ephron 
the Hittite answered Abraham in the 


GENESIS 24:3 


hearing of the sons of Heth; even of 
all who went in at the gate of his city, 
Saying, Ge 23:18; 34:20, 24; Ru 4:1, 11 

11 “No, my lord, hear me; 8I give 
you the field, and I give you the cave 
that is in it. In the presence of the sons 
of my people I give it to you; bury 
your dead.” 2 Sa 24:21-24 

12 And Abraham bowed before 
the people of the land. 

13 He spoke to Ephron in the 
hearing of the people of the land, say- 
ing, “If you will only please listen to 
me; I will give the price of the field, 
accept it from me that I may bury my 
dead there.” 

14 Then Ephron answered Abra- 
ham, saying to him, 

15 “My lord, listen to me; a piece of 
land worth four hundred 8shekels of 
silver, what is that between me and 
you? So bury your dead.” ex 30:13; Eze 45:12 

16 Abraham listened to Ephron; 
and Abraham weighed out for Ephron 
the silver which he had named in the 
Thearing of the sons of Heth, four 
hundred shekels of silver, commercial 
standard. Lit ears 

17 So Ephron’s field, which was in 
Machpelah, which faced Mamre, the 
field and cave which was in it, and all 
the trees which were in the field, that 
were within all the confines of its bor- 
der, were deeded over 

18 to Abraham for a possession 
Rin the presence of the sons of Heth, 
before all who went in at the gate of 
his city. Ge 23:10 

19 After this, Abraham buried 
Sarah his wife in the cave of the field 
at Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 

20 So the field and the cave that is 
in it, were deeded over to Abraham 
for a burial site by the sons of Heth. 


A Bride for Isaac 

2 Now 8Abraham was old, ad- 
vanced in age; and the Lorp had 

blessed Abraham in every way. Ge 18:11 

2 Abraham said to his servant, 
the oldest of his household, who had 
charge of all that he owned, “Please 
place your hand under my thigh, 

3 and I will make you swear by 
the Lorpb, ®the God of heaven and the 
God of earth, that you ®shall not take 
a wife for my son from the daughters 
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of the Canaanites, among whom | 
live, Ge 14:19, 22 ¢ De 7:3; 2 Co 6:14-17 

4 but you will go to my country 
and to my relatives, and take a wife 
for my son Isaac.” Ge 12:1; He 11:15 

5 The servant said to him, “Sup- 
pose the woman is not willing to fol- 
low me to this land; should I take your 
son back to the land from where you 
came?” 

6 Then Abraham said to him, 
“RBeware that you do not take my son 
back there! Ge 24:8 

7 “The Lorp, the God of 
heaven, who took me from my fa- 
ther’s house and from the land of 
my birth, and who spoke to me and 
who swore to me, saying, ‘To your 
descendants I will give this land, He 
will send His angel before you, and 
you will take a wife for my son from 
there. Ge 24:3 

8 “But if the woman is not will- 
ing to follow you, then you will ®be 
free from this my oath; only do not 
take my son back there.” Jos 2:17-20 

9 So the servant ®placed his hand 
under the thigh of Abraham his mas- 
ter, and swore to him concerning this 
matter. Ge 24:2 

10 Then the servant took ten 
camels from the camels of his 
master, and set out with a variety 
of ®good things of his master’s in 
his hand; and he arose and went 
to Mesopotamia, to the city of 
Nahor. Ge 24:22, 53 ¢ Ge 11:31, 32 

11 He made the camels kneel 
down outside the city by ®the well of 
water at evening time, the time when 
women go out to draw water. Ge 24:42 

12 He said, “O Lorp, the God of 
my master Abraham, please grant me 
success today, and show lovingkind- 
ness to my master Abraham. 

13 “Behold, 8I am standing by the 
Tspring, and the daughters of the men 
of the city are coming out to draw 
water; Ge 24:43 Lit fountain of water 

14 now may it be that the girl to 
whom I say, ‘Please let down your jar 
so that I may drink,’ and ™who an- 
swers, ‘Drink, and | will water your 
camels also’—may she be the one 
whom You have appointed for Your 
servant Isaac; and by this I will know 
that You have shown lovingkindness 


to my master.” Lit she will say 
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Rebekah Is Chosen 

15 Before he had finished speak- 
ing, behold, Rebekah who was born 
to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife 
of Abraham’s brother Nahor, came 
out with her jar on her shoulder. — 

16 The girl was very beautiful, a 
virgin, and no man had had relations 
with her; and she went down to the 
spring and filled her jar and came up. 

17 Then the servant ran to meet 
her, and said, “RPlease let me drink a 
little water from your jar.” Jo 4:7 

18 ®She said, “Drink, my lord”; 
and she quickly lowered her jar to her 
hand, and gave hima drink. Ge 24:14, 46 

19 Now when she had finished 
giving him a drink, 8she said, “I will 
draw also for your camels until they 
have finished drinking.” Ge 24:14 

20 So she quickly emptied her jar 
into the trough, and ran back to the 
well to draw, and she drew for all his 
camels. 

21 Meanwhile, the man was gaz- 
ing at her in silence, to know whether 
the Lorp had made his journey suc- 
cessful or not. Ge 24:12-14, 27, 52 

22 When the camels had finished 
drinking, the man took a ®gold ring 
weighing a half-shekel and two 
bracelets for her ‘wrists weighing ten 
shekels in gold, Ge 24:47: Ex 32:2, 3 « Lit hands 

23 and said, “Whose daughter are 
you? Please tell me, is there room for 
us to lodge in your father’s house?” 

24 She said to him, “I am the 
daughter of Bethuel, the son of 
Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 

25 Again she said to him, “We 
have plenty of both straw and feed, 
and room to lodge in.” 

26 Then the man 8bowed low and 
worshiped the LorD. Ge 24:48, 52: Ex 4:31 

27 He said, “Blessed be the Lorp, 
the God of my master Abraham, who 
has not forsaken ®His lovingkindness 
and His truth toward my master; as 
for me, the Lorp has guided me in 
the way to the house of my master’s 
brothers.” Ge 32:10; Ps 98:3 © Ge 24:21, 48 

28 Then &the girl ran and told her 
mother’s household about these 
things. Ge 29:12 

29 Now Rebekah had a brother 
whose name was Laban; and Laban 
ran outside to the man at the spring. 

30 When he saw the ring and the 


bracelets. on his sister’s wrists, and 
when he heard the words of Rebekah 
his sister, saying, “This is what the 
man said to me,” he went to the man; 
and behold, he was standing by the 
camels at the spring. Lit hands 

31 And he said, “Come in, blessed 
of the Lorp! Why do you stand out- 
side since I have prepared the house, 
and a place for the camels?” 

32 So the man entered the house. 
Then Laban unloaded the camels, 
and he gave straw and feed to the 
camels, and water to wash his feet 
and the feet of the men who were with 
him. Ge 43:24; Ju 19:21 

33 But when food was set before 
him to eat, he said, “I will not eat until 
I have told my business.” And he said, 


“Speak on.” 
34 So he said, “I am 8Abraham’s 
servant. Ge 24:2 


35 “The Lorp has greatly blessed 
my master, so that he has become 
Trich; and He has given him flocks 
and herds, and silver and gold, and 
servants and maids, and camels and 
donkeys. Ge 24:1 « Lit great ¢ Ge 13:2 

36 “Now ®Sarah my master’s wife 
bore a son to my master ‘in her old 
age, and ®he has given him all that he 
has. Ge 21:1-7 © Lit after she was old ¢ Ge 25:5 

37 “My master made me swear, 
saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for 
my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whose land I live; 

38 but you shall go to my father’s 
house and to my relatives, and take a 
wife for my son.’ 

39 “RI said to my master, ‘Suppose 
the woman does not follow me.’ Ge 24:5 

40 “He said to me, ‘8The Lorp, be- 
fore whom I have walked, will send 
His angel with you to make your jour- 
ney successful, and you will take a 
wife for my son from my relatives and 
from my father’s house; Ge 24:7 

4] 8then you will be free from my 
oath, when you come to my relatives; 
and if they do not give her to you, you 
will be free from my oath.’ Ge 24:8 

42 “So I came today to the spring, 
and said, ‘O Lorp, the God of my mas- 
ter Abraham, if now You will make my 
journey on which I go successful; 

43 behold, 8] am standing by the 
spring, and may it be that the maiden 
who comes out to draw, and to whom 
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I say, “8Please let me drink a little 
water from your jar”; Ge 24:13 

44 and she will say to me, “You 
drink, and | will draw for your camels 
also”; let her be the woman whom the 
Lorp has appointed for my master’s 
son 

45 “Before I had finished 8speak- 
ing in my heart, behold, 8Rebekah 
came out with her jar on her shoul- 
der, and went down to the spring and 
drew, and ®I said to her, ‘Please let me 
drink.’ 1 Sa 1:13 © Ge 24:15 © Ge 24:17 

46 “She quickly lowered her jar 
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, 
and I will water your camels also’; so 
I drank, and she watered the camels 
also Ge 24:18, 19 

17 “Then I asked her, and said, 
‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she 
said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, 
Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to 
him’; and I put the ring on her nose, 
and the bracelets on her wrists. 

48 “And I 8bowed low and wor- 
shiped the Lorp, and blessed the 
Lorp, the God of my master Abra- 
ham, who had guided me in the right 
way to take the daughter of my mas- 
ter’s ‘kinsman for his son. © Ge 24:26, 52 

49 “So now if you are going to 
FRdeal kindly and truly with my mas- 
ter, tell me; and if not, let me know, 
that I may turn to the right hand or 
the left.” Ge 47:29; Jos 2:14 

50 Then Laban and _ Bethuel 
replied, ““The matter comes from the 
Lorp; ®so we cannot speak to you bad 
or good. Ps 118:23; Mk 12:11 © Ge 31:24, 29 

51 “Here is Rebekah before you, 
take her and go, and let her be the 
wife of your master’s son, as the LorpD 
has spoken.” 

52 When Abraham’s _ servant 
heard their words, he bowed himself 
to the ground before the Lorb. 

53 The servant brought out arti- 
cles of silver and articles of gold, and 
garments, and gave them to Rebekah; 
he also gave precious things to her 
brother and to her mother. 

54 Then he and the men who were 
with him ate and drank and spent the 
night. When they arose in the morn- 
ing, he said, ““Send me away to my 
master.” Ge 24:56, 59; 30:25 


24:49 Lit show lovingkindness and truth 
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55 But her brother and her mother 
said, “Let the girl stay with us a few 
days, say ten; afterward she may go.” 

56 He said to them, “Do not delay 
me, since ®the Lorp has prospered my 
way. Send me away that I may go to 
my master.” Ge 24:40 

57 And they said, “We will call the 
girl and consult her wishes.” 

y* 58 Then they called Rebekah 
and said to her, “Will you go with 
this man?” And she said, “I will go.” 

59 Thus they sent away their sister 
Rebekah and &her nurse with Abra- 
ham’s servant and his men. Ge 35:8 

60 They blessed Rebekah and said 
to her, 

“May you, our sister, 
RBecome thousands of ten 
thousands, 
And may ®your "descendants 
possess 
The gate of those who hate 
them.” — Ge 17:16 « Ge 22:17 Lit seed 

61 Then Rebekah arose with her 
maids, and they mounted the camels 
and followed the man. So the servant 
took Rebekah and departed. 


Isaac Marries Rebekah 

62 Now Isaac had come from 
going to ®Beer-lahai-roi; for he was 
living in the Negev. Ge 16:14; 25:11 « Ge 20:1 

63 Isaac went out to meditate in 
the field toward evening; and ®he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and be- 
hold, camels were coming. Ge 18:2 

64 Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and 
when she saw Isaac she dismounted 
from the camel. 

65 She said to the servant, “Who 
is that man walking in the field to 
meet us?” And the servant said, “He 
is my master.” Then she took her "veil 
and covered herself. Or shawl 

66 The servant told Isaac all the 
things that he had done. 
yw 67 Then Isaac brought her into 

his mother Sarah’s tent, and he 
took Rebekah, and she became his 
wife, and ®he loved her; thus Isaac 
was comforted after ®his mother’s 
death. Ge 25:20 ¢ Ge 29:18 « Ge 23:1,2 


Abraham’s Death 
2 Now Abraham took another 
wife, ‘whose name was Ketu- 


Lit and her name 


rah. 
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2 She bore to him Zimran and 
Jokshan'and Medan and Midian and 
Ishbak and Shuah. 1 Ch 1:32, 33 

3 Jokshan Tbecame the father of 
Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of 
Dedan were Asshurim and Letushim 
and Leummim. Lit begot 

4 The sons of Midian were 
Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and 
Abida and Eldaah. All these were the 
sons of Keturah. 

5 RNow Abraham gave all that he 
had to Isaac; Ge 24:35, 36 

6 but to the sons of his concu- 
bines, Abraham gave gifts while he 
was still living, and 8sent them away 
from his son Isaac eastward, to the 
land of the east. Ge 21:14 

7 These are all the years of Abra- 
ham’s life that he lived, Sone hundred 
and seventy-five years. Ge 12:4 

8 Abraham breathed his last and 
died ®in a ripe old age, an old man 
and satisfied with life; and he was 
gathered to his people. Ge 15:15: 47:8, 9 

9 Then his sons Isaac and Ish- 
mael buried him in the cave of Mach- 
pelah, in the field of Ephron the son of 
Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre, 

10 the field which Abraham pur- 
chased from the sons of Heth; there 
Abraham was buried with Sarah his 
wife. Ge 23:3-16 

11 It came about after the death of 
Abraham, that ®God blessed his son 
Isaac; and Isaac ‘lived by ®Beer-lahai- 
roi. Ge 12:2, 3; 22:17; 26:3 * Lit dwelt ¢ Ge 16:14; 24:62 


Descendants of Ishmael 

12 Now these are the records of 
the generations of Ishmael, Abra- 
ham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, 
Sarah’s maid, bore to Abraham; 

13 and these are the names of ®the 
sons of Ishmael, by their names, in the 
order of their birth: Nebaioth, the 
firstborn of Ishmael, and Kedar and 
Adbeel and Mibsam 1 Ch 1:29-31 

14 and Mishma and Dumah and 
Massa, 

15 Hadad and = Tema, 
Naphish and Kedemah. 

16 These are the sons of Ishmael 
and these are their names, by. their 
villages, and by their camps; twelve 
princes according to their tribes. 
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17 These are the years of the life 
of Ishmael, one hundred and thirty- 
seven years; and he breathed his last 
and died; and was ®gathered to his 
people. Ge 16:16 © Ge 25:8; 49:33 

18 They settled from Havilah to 
Shur which is east of Egypt as one 
goes toward Assyria; ®he settled in de- 
fiance of all his relatives. Ge 16:12 


Isaac’s Sons 

19 Now these are the records of 
Rthe generations of Isaac, Abraham’s 
son: Abraham "became the father of 
Isaac; Ma 1:2 « Lit begot 

20 and Isaac was forty years old 
when he took 8Rebekah, the daughter 
of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan- 
aram, the sister of Laban the 
Aramean, to be his wife. — Ge 24:15, 29,67 

21 Isaac prayed to the Lorp on be- 
half of his wife, because she was bar- 
ren; and the Lorp answered him and 
Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22 But the children struggled to- 
gether within her; and she said, “If it 
is So, why then am I this way?” So she 
went to inquire of the Lorp. 

23 The Lorp said to her, 

“Two nations are in your 

womb; 

And two peoples will be 
separated from your body; 

And one people shall be 
stronger than the other; 

And &the older shall serve the 
younger.” Ge 27:40; Mal 1:2, 3; Ro 9:12 

24 When her days to be delivered 
were fulfilled, behold, there were 
twins in her womb. 

25 Now the first came forth red, 
Rall over like a hairy garment; and 
they named him Esau. Ge 27:11 

26 Afterward his brother came 
forth with his hand holding on to 
Esau’s heel, so his name was called 
FJacob; and Isaac was sixty years old 
when she gave birth to them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau 
became a skillful hunter, a man of the 
field, but Jacob was a ‘peaceful man, 
Rliving in tents. Lit complete ¢ He 11:9 

28 Now Isaac loved Esau, because 
he had 8a taste for game, ®but Re- 
bekah loved Jacob. Ge 27:19 « Ge 27:6-10 

29 When Jacob had cooked &stew, 
Esau came in from the field and he 
was 'famished; 2 Ki 4:38 © Lit weary 
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30. and Esau said to Jacob, “Please 
let me have a swallow of "that red 
stuff there, for I am "famished.” 
Therefore his name was called 
FEdom. Lit the red, this red ¢ Lit weary 

31 But Jacob said, “First sell me 
your birthright.” De 21:16, 17; 1 Ch 5:1, 2 

32 Esau said, “Behold, I am about 
to die; so of what use then is the 
birthright to me?” 

_ 33 And Jacob said, “TFirst swear 
to me”; so he swore to him, and ®sold 
his birthright to Jacob. Lit Today « He 12:16 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread 
and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, 
and rose and went on his way. Thus 
Esau despised his birthright. 


Isaac Settles in Gerar 
Now there was a famine in the 
land, besides the previous 
famine that had occurred in the days 
of Abraham. So Isaac went to Gerar, 
to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 
2 The Lorp appeared to him 
and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; 
Rstay in the land of which I shall tell 
you. Ge 12:7; 17:1; 18:1 ¢ Ge 12:1 
3 “Sojourn in this land and 8] will 
be with you and ®bless you, for to you 
and to your descendants I will give all 
these lands, and I will establish the 
oath which I swore to your father 
Abraham. Ge 26:24; 28:15; 31:3 © Ge 12:2 
4 “R] will multiply your descen- 
dants as the stars of heaven, and 
will give your descendants all these 
lands; and ®by your descendants all 
the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed; — Ge 15:5; 22:17; Ex 32:13 ¢ Ge 22:18; Ga 3:8 
5 because Abraham obeyed Me 
and kept My charge, My command- 
ments, My statutes and My laws.” 
6 So Isaac ‘lived in Gerar. Lit dweit 
7 When the men of the place 
asked about his wife, he said, “&She 
is my sister,” for he was afraid to 
say, “my wife,” thinking, “the men 
of the place might kill me on 
account of Rebekah, for she is beauti- 
ful.” Ge 12:13; 20:2, 12 
8 It came about, when he had 
been there a long time, that Abim- 
elech king of the Philistines looked 
out through a window, and saw, and 


25:26 I.e. one who takes by the heel or supplants 
25:30 Le. red 


GENESIS 26:9 


behold, Isaac was caressing his wife 
Rebekah. 

9 Then Abimelech called Isaac 
and said, “Behold, certainly she is 
your wife! How then did you say, ‘She 
is my sister’?” And Isaac said to him, 
“Because I said, ‘I might die on ac- 
count of her.’” 

10 8Abimelech said, “What is this 
you have done to us? One of the peo- 
ple might easily have lain with your 
wife, and you would have brought 
guilt upon us.” Ge 20:9 

11 So Abimelech charged all the 
people, saying, “He who 8touches this 
man or his wife shall surely be put to 
death.” Ps 105:15 

12 Now Isaac sowed in that land 
and reaped in the same year a hun- 
dredfold. And the Lorp blessed him, 

13 and the man ®became rich, and 
continued to grow ‘richer until he be- 
came very wealthy; Pr 10:22 © Lit great 

14 for ®he had possessions of 
flocks 'and herds and a great house- 
hold, so that the Philistines envied 
him. Ge 24:35; 25:5 ¢ Lit and possessions of herds 

15 Now 8all the wells which his fa- 
ther’s servants had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father, the Philistines 
stopped up ‘by filling them with 
earth. Ge 21:25, 30 © Lit and filled them 

16 Then Abimelech said to Isaac, 
“Go away from us, for you are ®too 
powerful for us.” Ex 1:9 

17 And Isaac departed from there 
and camped in the valley of Gerar, 
and 'settled there. Lit dwelt 


Quarrel over the Wells 

18 Then Isaac dug again the wells 
of water which ‘had been dug in the 
days of his father Abraham, for the 
Philistines had stopped them up after 
the death of Abraham; and he gave 
them the same names which his fa- 
ther had given them. Lit they had dug 
_ 19 But when Isaac’s servants dug 
in the valley and found there a well of 
Tflowing water, Lit living 

20 the herdsmen of Gerar ®quar- 
reled with the herdsmen of Isaac, say- 
ing, “The water is ours!” So he named 
the well 'Esek, because they con- 
tended with him. Ge 21:25 ¢ Le. contention 

21 Then they dug another well, 
and they quarreled over it too, so he 


named it ’Sitnah. Le. enmity 
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22 He moved away from there and 
dug another well, and they did not 
quarrel over it; so he named it Re- 
hoboth, for he said, “8At last the Lorp 
has made room for us, and we will be 
fruitful in the land.” Ps 4:1; Is 54:2, 3 

23 Then he went up from there to 
RBeersheba. Ge 22:19 

24 The Lorp 8appeared to him 
the same night and said, 
“T am the God of your father 
Abraham; 
Do not fear, for Iam with you. 
I 8will bless you, and multiply 
your descendants, 
For the sake of My servant 
Abraham.” Ge 26:2 Ge 22:17; 26:3, 4 

25 So he built an altar there and 
called upon the name of the Lorp, and 
pitched his tent there; and there 
Isaac’s servants dug a well. 


Covenant with Abimelech 

26 Then 8Abimelech came to him 
from Gerar ™with his adviser Ahuz- 
zath and Phicol the commander of his 
army. Ge 21:22 ¢ Lit and his confidential friend 

27 Isaac said to them, “Why have 
you come to me, since you hate me 
and have sent me away from you?” 

28 They said, “We see plainly that 
the Lorp has been with you; so we 
said, ‘Let there now be an oath be- 
tween us, even between you and us, 
and let us make a covenant with you, 

29 that you will do us no harm, 
just as we have not touched you and 
have done to you nothing but good 
and have sent you away in peace. You 
are now the blessed of the Lorp.’” 

30 Then ®he made them a feast, 
and they ate and drank. Ge 19:3 

31 Inthe morning they arose early 
and ®exchanged oaths; then Isaac 
sent them away and they departed 
from him in peace. Ge 21:31 

32 Now it came about on the same 
day, that Isaac’s servants came in and 
told him about the well which they 
had dug, and said to him, “We have 
found water.” 

33 So he called it Shibah; there- 
fore the name of the city is ®Beer- 
sheba to this day. Ge 21:31 

34 When Esau was forty years old 
Rhe married Judith the daughter of 


Y 26:24 
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Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the 
daughter of Elon the Hittite; ce 28:8. 36:2 
. 385 and ®they Fbrought grief to 
Isaac and Rebekah. Ge 27:46 


Jacob’s Deception 

7 Now it came about, when Isaac 
: was old and his eyes were too 

dim to see, that he called his older son 

Esau and said to him, “My son.” And 

he said to him, “Here I am.” 

2 ®Isaac said, “Behold now, I am 
old and I do not know the day of my 
death. Ge 47:29 

3 “Now then, please take your 
gear, your quiver and your bow, and 
go out to the field and hunt game for 
me; Ge 25:28 

4 and prepare a savory dish for 
me such as | love, and bring it to me 
that I may eat, so that my soul may 
bless you before I die.” 

5 Rebekah was listening while 
Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when 
Esau went to the field to hunt for 
game to bring home, 

6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, 
“Behold, I heard your father speak to 
your brother Esau, saying, 

7 ‘Bring me some game and pre- 
pare a savory dish for me, that I may 
eat, and bless you in the presence of 
the Lorp before my death.’ 

8 “Now therefore, my son, listen 
to me as I command you. Ge 27:13, 43 

9 “Go now to the flock and 
Tbring me two choice ‘young goats 
from there, that I may prepare them 
as a savory dish for your father, such 
as he loves. Lit take Lit kids of goats 

10 “Then you shall bring it to your 
father, that he may eat, so that he may 
bless you before his death.” 

11 Jacob answered his mother Re- 
bekah, “Behold, Esau my brother is a 
hairy man and I am a smooth man. 

12 “RPerhaps my father will feel 
me, then I will be as a deceiver in his 
sight, and I will bring upon myself a 
curse and not a blessing.” Ge 27:21, 22 

13 But his mother said to him, 
“Your curse be on me, my son; only 
obey my voice, and go, get them for 

Ge 27:8 

14 So he went and got them, and 
brought them to his mother; and his 
mother made savory food such as his 
father loved. 
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15 Then Rebekah took the best 
garments of Esau her ‘elder son, 
which were with her in the house, and 
put them on Jacob her younger son. 

16 And she put the skins of the 
Tyoung goats on his hands and on the 
smooth part of his neck. Lit rias of the goats 

17 She also gave the savory food 
and the bread, which she had made, 
Tto her son J acob. Lit irito the hand of 

18 Then he came to his father and 
said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I 
am. Who are you, my son?” 

19 Jacob said to his father, “I am 
Esau your firstborn; I have done as 
you told me. ®Get up, please, sit and 
eat of my game, that you may bless 
me.” Ge 27:31 © Ge 27:4 

20 Isaac said to his son, “How is it 
that you have it so quickly, my son?” 
And he said, “Because the Lorp your 
God caused it to happen to me.” 

21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, 
“Please come close, that 8I may feel 
you, my son, whether you are really 
my son Esau or not.” Ge 27:12 

22 So Jacob came close to Isaac 
his father, and he felt him and said, 
“The voice is the voice of Jacob, but 
the hands are the hands of Esau.” 

23 He did not recognize him, be- 
cause his hands were 8hairy like his 
brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed 
him Ge 27:16 

24 And he said, “Are you really 
my son Esau?” And he said, “I am.” 

25 So he said, “Bring it to me, and 
I will eat of my son’s game, that ®I 
may bless you.” And he brought it to 
him, and he ate; he also brought him 
wine and he drank. Ge 27:4 

26 Then his father Isaac said to 
him, “Please come close and kiss 
me, my son.” 

27 So he came close and kissed 
him; and when he smelled the smell of 
his garments, he ®blessed him and 
said, 

“See, ®the smell of my son 

Is like the smell of a field 
Rwhich the Lorpb has 
blessed; He 11:20 Song 4:11 « Ps 65:10 

28 Now may God give you of the 

dew of heaven, 

And of the ®fatness of the 
earth, 


26:35 Lit were a bitterness of spirit to %* 27:26 
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And an abundance of grain 

and new wine; Nu 18:12 
29 May peoples serve you, 

And nations bow down to you; 

RBe master of your brothers, 

And may your mother’s sons 
bow down to you. 

Cursed be those who curse 


you, 
And blessed be those who 
bless you.” Ge 9:26, 27; 27:37 


The Stolen Blessing 
30 Now it came about, as soon-as 
Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and 
Jacob had hardly gone out from the 
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau 
his brother came in from his hunting. 
31 Then he also made savory 
food, and brought it to his father; and 
he said to his father, ““Let my father 
arise and eat of his son’s game, that 
Ryou may bless me.” Ge 27:19 © Ge 27:4 
32 Isaac his father said to him, 
“RWho are you?” And he said, “I am 
your son, your firstborn, Esau.” Ge 27:18 
33 Then Isaac trembled violently, 
and said, ““Who was he then that 
hunted game and brought it to me, so 
that I ate of all of it before you came, 
and blessed him? ®Yes, and he shall 
be blessed.” Ge 27:35 « Ge 25:23; 28:3, 4; Nu 23:20 
34 When Esau heard the words of 
his father, She cried out with an ex- 
ceedingly great and bitter cry, and 
said to his father, “Bless me, even me 
also, O my father!” He 12:17 
35 And he said, “8Your brother 
came deceitfully and has taken away 
your blessing.” Ge 27:19 
36 Then he said, “Is he not rightly 
named ®Jacob, for he has supplanted 
me these two times? He took away my 
birthright, and behold, now he has 
taken away my blessing.” And he said, 
“Have you not reserved a blessing for 
me?” Ge 25:26, 32-34 
37 But Isaac replied to Esau, “Be- 
hold, I have made him ®your master, 
and all his ‘relatives I have given to 
him ‘as servants; and with grain and 
new wine | have sustained him. Now 
as for you then, what can I do, my 
son?” Ge 27:28, 29 © Lit brothers Lit for 
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you 
have only one blessing, my father? 
Bless me, even me also, O my father.” 
So Esau lifted his voice and wept. 
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39 Then Isaac his father an- 
swered and said to him, ps 
“Behold, away from the fertility 
of the earth shall be your 
dwelling, 
And away from the dew of 
heaven from above. He 11:20 
40 “By your sword you shall live, 
And your brother ®you shall 
serve; 
But it shall come about when 
you become restless, 
That you will break his yoke 
from your neck.” Ge 25:23; 27:29 

41 So Esau bore a grudge against 
Jacob because of the blessing with 
which his father had blessed him; and 
Esau said to himself, ““The days of 
mourning for my father are near; then 
I will kill my brother Jacob.” Ge 50:2-4, 10 

42 Now when the words of her 
elder son Esau were reported to Re- 
bekah, she sent and called her 
younger son Jacob, and said to him, 
“Behold your brother Esau is consol- 
ing himself concerning you by plan- 
ning to kill you. 

43 “Now therefore, my son, Sobey 
my voice, and arise, flee to SHaran, to 
my brother Laban! Ge 27:8, 13 © Ge 11:31 

44 “Stay with him a few days, 
until your brother’s fury subsides, 

45 until your brother’s anger 
against you subsides and he forgets 
what you did to him. Then I will send 
and get you from there. Why should I 
be bereaved of you both in one day?” 

46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am 
tired of living because of the daugh- 
ters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife 
from the daughters of Heth, like 
these, from the daughters of the land, 
what good will my life be to me?” 


Jacob Is Sent Away 
So Isaac called Jacob and 
blessed him and charged him, 
and said to him, “You shall not take a 
wife from the daughters of Canaan. 

2 “Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to 
the house of ®Bethuel your mother’s 
father; and from there take to your- 
self a wife from the daughters of 
Laban your mother’s brother. — Ge 25:20 

3 “May God Almighty bless you 
and kmake you fruitful and multiply 
you, that you may become a company 
of peoples. Ge 22:17 © Ge 17:6, 20 


4 “May He also give you the ®b- 
lessing of Abraham, to you and to 
your ‘descendants with you, that you 
may Rpossess the land of your so- 
journings, which God gave to Abra- 
ham.” Ge 12:2: 22:17 © Lit seed © Ge 15:7, 8; 17:8 

5 Then ®Isaac sent Jacob away, 
and he went to Paddan-aram to 
Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean, 
the brother of Rebekah, the mother of 
Jacob and Esau. Ge 27:43 

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had 
blessed Jacob and sent him away to 
Paddan-aram to take to himself a wife 
from there, and that when he blessed 
him he charged him, saying, “®You 
shall not take a wife from the daugh- 
ters of Canaan,” Ge 28:1 

7 and that Jacob had obeyed his 
father and his mother and had gone to 
Paddan-aram. 

8 So Esau saw that 8the daugh- 
ters of Canaan displeased this father 
Isaac; Ge 24:3; 26:34, 35; 27:46 © Lit in the eyes of his 

9 and Esau went to Ishmael, and 
Tmarried, besides the wives that he 
had, Mahalath the daughter of Ish- 
mael, Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebaioth. Lit took for his wife ¢ Ge 26:34; 36:2 


Jacob’s Dream 

10 Then Jacob departed from 
Beersheba and went toward Haran. 

11 He came to a certain place 
and spent the night there, because 
the sun had set; and he took one of 
the stones of the place and put it 
under his head, and lay down in that 
place. 

12 ®He had a dream, and behold, a 
ladder was set on the earth with its top 
reaching to heaven; and behold, ®the 
angels of God were ascending and de- 
scending on it. Ge 41:1; Nu 12:6 « Jo 1:51 

13 And behold, 8the Lorp stood 
above it and said, “I am the Lorp, "the 
God of your father Abraham and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you 
lie, I will give it to you and to your de- 
scendants. Ge 35:1; Am 7:7 ¢ Ge 26:3, 24 

14 “Your descendants will also be 

like 8the dust of the earth, and you 
will spread out to the west and to the 
east and to the north and to the south; 
and in you and in your descendants 
shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. Ge 13:16: 22:17 © Ge 13:14, 15 
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15 “Behold, I am with you and 

will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to this land; 
for I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you.” 

16 Then Jacob awoke from his 
sleep and said, “Surely the Lorp is in 
this place, and I did not know it.” 

17 He was afraid and said, ““How 
awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven.” Ps 68:35 

18 So Jacob :rose early in the 
morning, and took the stone that he 
had put under his head and set it up 
as a pillar and poured oil on its top. 

19 He called the name of that 
place 'Bethel; however, previously the 
name of the city had been Luz. 

20 Then Jacob made a vow, say- 
ing, “If God will be with me and will 
keep me on this journey that I take, 
and will give me food to eat and gar- 
ments to wear, Ge 31:13; Ju 11:30; 2 Sa 15:8 

21 and ®I return to my father’s 
house in ‘safety, 8then the Lorp will 
be my God. Ju 11:31 © Lit peace * De 26:17 

22 “This stone, which I have set up 
as a pillar, ®will be God’s house, and 
Rof all that You give me I will surely 
give a tenth to YOu.” Ge 35:7 Le 27:30; De 14:22 


Jacob Meets Rachel 

2 Then Jacob Fwent on his jour- 
ney, and came to the land of 

Rthe sons of the east. Ju 6:3, 33 

2 He looked, and saw 8a well in 
the field, and behold, three flocks of 
sheep were lying there beside it, for 
from that well they watered the 
flocks. Now the stone on the mouth of 
the well was large. — Ge 24:10, 11; Ex 2:15, 16 

3 When all the flocks were gath- 
ered there, they would then roll the 
stone from the mouth of the well and 
water the sheep, and put the stone 
back in its place on the mouth of the 
well. 

4 Jacob said to them, “My broth- 
ers, where are you from?” And they 
said, “We are from ®Haran.” Ge 28:10 

5 He said to them, “Do you know 
Laban the son of Nahor?” And they 
said, “We know him.” Ge 24:24, 29 

6 And he said to them, “Is it well 


¥28:14-Ma 1:2 % 28:15 28:19 Le. the house of 
God 29:1 Lit lifted up his feet 
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with him?” And they said, “It is well, 
and here is 8Rachel his daughter com- 
ing with the sheep.” EX 2:16 

7 He said, “Behold, it is still high 
day; it is not time for the livestock to 
be gathered. Water the sheep, and go, 
pasture them.” 

8 But they said, “We cannot, until 
all the flocks are gathered, and they 
roll the stone from the mouth of the 
well; then we water the sheep.” 

9 While he was still speaking 
with them, Rachel came with her fa- 
ther’s sheep, for she was a shep- 
herdess. 

10 When Jacob saw Rachel the 
daughter of Laban his mother’s 
brother, and the sheep of Laban his 
mother’s brother, Jacob went up and 
rolled the stone from the mouth of the 
well and watered the flock of Laban 
his mother’s brother. 

11 Then Jacob &kissed Rachel, 
and lifted his voice and wept. Ge 33:4 

12 Jacob told Rachel that he was a 
TRrelative of her father and that he 
was Rebekah’s son, and ®she ran and 
told her father. — Lit brother « Ge 28:5 « Ge 24:28 

13 So when ®Laban heard the 
news of Jacob his sister’s son, he ran 
to meet him, and 8embraced him and 
kissed him and brought him to his 
house. Then he related to Laban all 
these things. Ge 24:29-31 ¢ Ge 33:4 

14 Laban said to him, “Surely you 
are my bone and my flesh.” And he 
stayed with him a month. 

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Be- 
cause you are my relative, should you 
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell 
me, what shall your wages be?” 

16 Now Laban had two daughters; 
the name of the older was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel. 

17 And Leah’s eyes were weak, 
but Rachel was ®beautiful of form and 
T£ACe. § Ge 12:11, 14; 26:7 © Lit beautiful of appearance 
w* 18 Now Jacob ®loved Rachel, so 

he said, “®I will serve you seven 
years for your younger daughter 
Rachel.” Ge 24:67 Ho 12:12 
_ 19 Laban said, “It is better that I 
give her to you than to give her to an- 
other man; stay with me.” 
yw 20 So Jacob served seven years 
‘for Rachel and they seemed to 
him but a few days ®because of his 
love for her. Song 8:7 


Laban’s Treachery 

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, 
“Give me my wife, for my time is com- 
pleted, that I may go in to her.” 

22 Laban gathered all the men of 
the place and made a feast. 

23 Now in the evening he took his 
daughter Leah, and brought her to 
him; and Jacob wentintoher 

24 Laban also gave his maid Zil- 
pah to his daughter Leah as a maid. 

25 So it came about in the morn- 
ing that, behold, it was Leah! And he 
said to Laban, “®What is this you have 
done to me? Was it not for Rachel that 
I served with you? Why then have you 
Rdeceived me?” Ge 12:18; 20:9; 26:10 © 1 Sa 28:12 

26 But Laban said, “It is not the 
practice in our place to ‘marry off the 
younger before the firstborn. Lit give 

27 “Complete the week of this 
one, and we will give you the other 
also for the service which ®you shall 
serve with me for another seven 
years.” Ge 31:41 

28 Jacob did so and completed her 
week, and he gave him his daughter 
Rachel as his wife. 

29 Laban also gave his maid Bil- 
hah to his daughter Rachel as her 
maid. 

30 So Jacob went in to Rachel 
also, and indeed he loved Rachel 
more than Leah, and he served with 
Laban for another seven years. 

y* 31 Now the Lorp saw that Leah 
was unloved, and He opened her 
womb, but Rachel was barren. 

32 Leah conceived and bore a son 
and named him ?Reuben, for she said, 
“Because the Lorp has ‘seen my af- 
fliction; surely now my husband will 
love me.” Ie. see, a son * Lit looked upon 

33 Then she conceived again and 
bore a son and said, “Because the 
Lorp has heard that Iam unloved, He 
has therefore given me this son also.” 
So she named him Simeon. 

34 She conceived again and bore 
a son and said, “Now this time my 
husband will become attached to me, 
because I have borne him three sons.” 
Therefore he was named Levi. Ge 49:5 

35 And she conceived again 
and bore a son and said, “This time I 
will praise the Lorp.” Therefore she 
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named him ®Judah. Then she stopped 
bearing. ; Ge'49:8; Ma 1:2 


The Sons of Jacob 

30K when Rachel saw that ®she 
bore Jacob no children, ‘she be- 

came jealous of her sister; and she 

said to Jacob, “8Give me children, or 

else I die.” Ge 29:31 © Lit Rachel ® 1 Sa 1:5, 6 

2 Then Jacob’s anger. burned 
against Rachel, and he said, “Am J in 
the place of God, who has withheld 
from you the fruit of the womb?” 

__ 3 She said, ““Here is my maid 
Bilhah, go in to her that she may bear 
on. my knees, that through her I too 
may have children.” Ge 16:2 

4 So ®she gave him her maid Bil- 
hah as a wife, and Jacob went in to 
her. Ge 16:3, 4 

5 Bilhah conceived and bore 
Jacob a son. 

6 Then Rachel said, “God has 

. vindicated me, and has indeed 
heard my voice and has given me a 
son.” Therefore she named him Dan. 

Rachel’s maid Bilhah con- 
ceived again and bore Jacob a second 
son. 

8 So Rachel said, “With mighty 
wrestlings I have wrestled with my 
sister, and I have indeed prevailed.” 
And she named him Naphtali. 

9 When Leah saw that she had 
stopped bearing, she took her maid 
Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 

10 Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob 
a son. 

11 Then Leah said, “How fortu- 
nate!” So she named him Gad. 

12 Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob 
a second son. 

13 Then Leah said, “Happy am 

I! For women will call me happy.” 
So she named him Asher. 

14 Now in the days of wheat har- 
vest Reuben went and found ®man- 
drakes in the field, and brought them 
to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said 
to Leah, “Please give me some of your 
son’s mandrakes.” Song7:13 

15 But she said to her, “Is it a 
small matter for you to take my hus- 
band? And would you take my son’s 
mandrakes also?” So Rachel said, 
“Therefore he may lie with you 
tonight in return for your son’s man- 
drakes.” 
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16 When Jacob came in from the 
field in the evening, then Leah went 
out to. meet him and said, “You must 
come in to me, for I have surely hired 
you with my son’s mandrakes.” So: he 
lay with her that night. 

17 God gave heed to Leah, and 
she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth 
son. : 

18 Then Leah said, “God has 
given me my wages because I gave 
my maid to my husband.”-So she 
named him Issachar. 

y* 19° Leah conceived again and 
bore a sixth son to Jacob. 

20. Then Leah said, “God has en- 
dowed me with a good gift; now my 
husband will dwell with me, because I 
have borne him six sons.” So she 
named him Zebulun. 

21 Afterward she bore a daughter 
and named her Dinah. 

22 Then God = remembered 
Rachel, and God gave heed to her and 
Ropened her womb. — 1Sa 1:19, 20 « Ge 29:31 

23 So she conceived and bore a 
son and said, “God has 8taken away 
my reproach.” Is 4:1; Lk 1:25 

24 She named him Joseph, saying, 
“RMay the Lorp 'give me another 
son.” Ge 35:17 * Lit add to me; Heb Joseph 


Jacob Prospers 
25 Now it came about when 
Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob 
said to Laban, “Send me away, that I 
may go to my own place and to my 
own country. Ge 24:54, 56 
26 “Give me my wives and my 
children ®for whom I have served you, 
and let me depart; for you yourself 
know my service which I have 'ren- 
dered you.” Ge 29:18, 20,27; Ho 12:12 © Lit served 
27 But Laban said to him, “If now 
Fit pleases you, stay with me; I have 
divined that the Lorpb has blessed me 
on your account.” Ge 26:24; 39:3, 5; Is 61:9 
28 He ‘continued, “Name me your 
wages, and I will give it.” Lit said 
29 But he said to him, “You your- 
self know how I have served you and 
how your cattle have fared with me. 
30 “For you_had little before ‘I 
came and it has 7increased to a multi- 
tude, and the Lorb has blessed you 


30:6 3% 30:13° 3%. 30:19-24 30:27 Lit I 
have found favor in your eyes 
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Twherever I turned. But now, when 
shall I provide for my own household 
also?” Lit me ¢ Lit broken forth © Lit at my foot 

31 So he said, “What shall I give 
you?” And Jacob said, “You shall not 
give me anything. If you will do this 
one thing for me, I will again pasture 
and keep your flock: 

32 let me pass through your entire 
flock today, removing from there 
every 8speckled and spotted sheep 
and every black ‘Tone among the 
lambs and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats; and such shall be 
my wages. Ge 31:8 © Lit sheep 

33. “So my honesty will answer for 
me later, when you come concerning 
my wages. Every one that is not 
speckled and spotted among the goats 
and black among the lambs, if found 
with me, will be considered stolen.” 

34 Laban said, “Good, let it be ac- 
cording to your word.” 

35 So he removed on that day the 
striped and spotted male goats and all 
the speckled and spotted female 
goats, every one with white in it, and 
all the black ones among the sheep, 
and gave them into the ‘care of his 
sons. Lit hand 

36 And he put a distance of three 
days’ journey between himself and 
Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of 
Laban’s flocks. 

37 Then Jacob "took fresh rods of 
poplar and almond and plane trees, 
and peeled white stripes in them, ex- 
posing the white which was ‘in the 
rods. Lit took to himself ¢ Lit on 

38 He set the rods which he had 
peeled in front of the flocks in the gut- 
ters, even in the watering troughs, 
where the flocks came to drink; and 
they mated when they came to drink. 

39 So the flocks mated by the 
rods, and the flocks brought forth 
striped, speckled, and spotted. 

4). Jacob separated the lambs, and 
Tmade the flocks face toward the 
Striped and all the black in the flock 
of Laban; and he put his own herds 
apart, and did not put them with 
Laban’s flock. Lit set the faces 

41 Moreover, whenever the 
stronger of the flock were mating, 
Jacob would place the rods in the 
sight of the flock in the gutters, so that 
they might mate by the rods; 
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42 but when the flock was feeble, 
he did not put them in; so the feebler 
were Laban’s and the ‘stronger 
Jacob’s. Lit bound ones; i.e. firm and compact 

43 So the man became exceed- 
ingly prosperous, and had large 
flocks and female and male servants 
and camels and donkeyS. Lit broke forth 


Jacob Leaves Secretly for 

Canaan 

3 Now Jacob heard the words of 
Laban’s sons, saying, “Jacob 

has taken away all that was our fa- 

ther’s, and from what belonged to our 

father he has made all this ?wealth.” 

2 Jacob saw the Ffattitude of 
Laban, and behold, it was not friendly 
toward him as formerly. 

3 Then the Lorp said to Jacob, 
“RReturn to the land of your fathers 
and to your relatives, and ®I will be 
with you.” Ge 32:9 © Ge 28:15 

4 So Jacob: sent and called 
epee and Leah to his flock in the 

ield, 

5 and said to them, “®] see your 
father’s attitude, that it is not friendly 
toward me as formerly, but the God of 
my father has been with me. Ge 31:2 

6 “You Know that I have served 
your father with all my strength. 

7 “Yet your father has ®cheated 
me and ®changed my wages ten times; 
however, God did not allow him to 
hurt me. Ge 29:25 ¢ Ge 31:41 © Ge 15:1; 31:29 

8 “If She spoke thus, ‘The speck- 
led shall be your wages,’ then all the 
flock brought forth speckled; and if 
he spoke thus, ‘The striped shall be 
your wages, then all the flock 
brought forth striped. Ge 30:32 

9 “Thus God has ®taken away 
your father’s livestock and given 
them to me. Ge 31:1, 16 

10 “And it came about at the time 
when the flock were mating that I 
lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream, 
and behold, the male goats which 
were mating were striped, speckled, 
and mottled. 

11 “Then ®the angel of God said to 
me in the dream, ‘Jacob, and I said, 
‘Here I am.’ Ge 16:7-11; 22:11, 15; 31:13: 48:16 

12 “He said, ‘Lift up now your 
eyes and see that all the male goats 


31:2 Lit face 
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which are mating are striped, speck- 
led, and mottled; for I have seen all 
that Laban has been doing to you. 

13 ‘Iam ®the God of Bethel, where 
you Ranointed a pillar, where you 
made a vow to Me; now arise, leave 
this land, and return to the land of 
your birth,” Ge 28:13, 19 © Ge 28:18, 20 

14 Rachel and Leah said to him, 
“Do we still have any portion or in- 
heritance in our father’s house? 

15 “Are we not reckoned by him 
as foreigners? For ®he has sold us, and 
has also entirely consumed ‘our pur- 
chase price. Ge 29:20, 23, 27 

16 “Surely all the wealth which 
God has taken away from our father 
belongs to us and our children; now 
then, do whatever God has said to 
you.” 

17 Then Jacob arose and put his 
children and his wives upon camels; 

18 and he drove away all his live- 
stock and all his property which he 
had gathered, his acquired livestock 
which he had gathered in Paddan- 
aram, ®to go to the land of Canaan to 
his father Isaac. Ge 35:27 

19 When Laban had gone to shear 
his flock, then Rachel stole the 
Rhousehold idols that were her fa- 
ther’s. Ge 31:30, 34; 35:2; Ju 17:5; 1 Sa 19:13; Ho 3:4 

20 And Jacob ‘deceived Laban the 
Aramean by not telling him that he 
was fleeing. Lit stole the heart of 

21 So he fled with all that he had; 
and he arose and crossed the Eu- 
phrates River, and set his face toward 
the hill country of ®Gilead. Ge 37:25 


Laban Pursues Jacob 

22 When it was told Laban on the 
third day that Jacob had fled, 

23 then he took his kinsmen with 
him and pursued him a distance of 
seven days’ journey, and he overtook 
him in the hill country of Gilead. 

24 RGod came to Laban the 
Aramean in a ®dream of the night and 
said to him, “Be careful that you do 
not speak to Jacob either good or 
bad.” Ge 20:3; 31:29 ¢ Ge 20:3, 6; 31:11 

25 Laban caught up with Jacob. 
Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the 
hill country, and Laban with his 'kins- 
men camped in the hill country of 
Gilead. Lit brothers 

26 Then Laban said to Jacob, 
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“What have you done by deceiving me 
and carrying away my daughters like 
captives of the sword? 

27 “Why did you flee secretly and 
Tdeceive me, and did not tell me so 
that I might have sent you away with 
joy and with songs, with 8timbrel and 
with Rlyre; Lit steal me * Ex 15:20 ¢ Ge 4:21 

28 and did not allow me ®to kiss 
my sons and my daughters? Now you 
have done foolishly. Ge 31:55 

29 “It is in my power to do you 
harm, but 8the God of your father 
spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be 
careful not to speak either good or 
bad to Jacob,’ Ge 31:5, 24, 42, 53 © Ge 31:24 

30 “Now you have indeed gone 
away because you longed greatly for 
your father’s house; but why did you 
steal kmy gods?” — Ge 31:19; Jos 24:2; Ju 18:24 

31 Then Jacob replied to Laban, 
“Because I was afraid, for I thought 
that you would take your daughters 
from me by force. 

32 “The one with whom you find 
your gods shall not live; in the pres- 
ence of our kinsmen point out what is 
yours among my belongings and take 
it for yourself.” For Jacob did not 
know that Rachel had stolen them. 

33 So Laban went into Jacob’s 
tent and into Leah’s tent and into the 
tent of the two maids, but he did not 
find them. Then he went out of Leah’s 
tent and entered Rachel’s tent. 

34 Now Rachel had taken the 
Thousehold idols and put them in the 
camel’s saddle, and she sat on them. 
And Laban felt through all the tent 
but did not find them. Heb teraphim 

35 She said to her father, “Let not 
my lord be angry that I cannot rise 
before you, for the manner of women 
is upon me.” So he searched but did 
not find the household idols. Le 19:32 

36 Then Jacob became angry and 
contended with Laban; and Jacob 
said to Laban, “What is my transgres- 
sion? What is my sin that you have 
hotly pursued me? 

37 “Though you have felt through 
all my goods, what have you found of 
all your household goods? Set it here 
before my ™kinsmen and your ‘kins- 
men, that they may decide between us 
two. Lit brothers ¢ Lit brothers 

38 “These twenty years I have 
been with you; your ewes and your fe- 
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male goats have not miscarried, nor 
have I eaten the rams of your flocks. 

39 “That which was torn of beasts 
I did not bring to you; I bore the loss 
of it myself. You required it of my 
hand whether stolen by day or stolen 
by night. 

40 “Thus I was: by day the heat 
consumed me and the frost by night, 
and my sleep fled from my eyes. 

4] “These twenty years I have 
been in your house; I served you four- 
teen years for your two daughters and 
six years for your flock, and you 
Rchanged my wages ten times. Ge 31:7 

42 “If the God of my father, the 
God of Abraham, and the fear of 
Isaac, had not been for me, surely 
now you would have sent me away 
empty-handed. God has seen my af- 
fliction and the toil of my hands, so 
He rendered judgment last night.” 


The Covenant of Mizpah 

43 Then Laban replied to Jacob, 
“The daughters are my daughters, 
and the children are my children, and 
the flocks are my flocks, and all that 
you see is mine. But what can I do this 
day to these my daughters or to their 
children whom they have borne? 

44 “So now come, let us make a 
covenant, you and I, and 8let it be a 
witness between you and me.” Jos 24:27 

45 Then Jacob took 8a stone and 
set it up as a pillar. Ge 28:18; Jos 24:26, 27 

46 Jacob said to his "kinsmen, 
“Gather stones.” So they took stones 
and made a heap, and they ate there 
by the heap. Lit brothers 

47 Now Laban &called it 'Jegar- 
sahadutha, but Jacob called it 
FGaleed. Jos 22:34 

48 Laban said, “This heap is a wit- 
ness between you and me this day.” 
Therefore it was named Galeed, 

49 and FRMizpah, for he said, 
“May the Lorp watch between Tyou 
and me when we are absent one from 
the other. Ju 11:29; 1 Sa 7:5, 6 ¢ Lit me and you 

50 “If you mistreat my daughters, 
or if you take wives besides my 
daughters, although no man is with 
us, see, 8God is witness between Tyou 
and me.” Je 29:23; 42:5 © Lit me and you 

51 Laban said to Jacob, “Behold 
this heap and behold the pillar which 
I have set between you and me. 
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52 “This heap is a witness, and the 
pillar is a witness, that I will not pass 
by this heap to you for harm, and you 
will not pass by this heap and this pil- 
lar to me, for harm. 

53 “RThe God of Abraham and the 
God of Nahor, the God of their father, 
judge between us.” So Jacob swore by 
the fear of his father Isaac. Ge 28:13 

54 Then Jacob ®offered a sacrifice 
on the mountain, and called his 'kins- 
men to "the meal; and they ate the 
meal and spent the night on the 
mountain. Ex 18:12 * Lit brothers ¢ Lit eat bread 

55 TEarly in the morning Laban 
arose, and ®kissed his sons and his 
daughters and blessed them. Then 
Laban departed and returned to his 
place. Ch 32:1 in He ¢ Ge 31:28, 43 


Jacob’s Fear of Esau 
3 Dow as Jacob went on his way, 
the angels of God met him. 

2 Jacob said when he saw them, 
“This is God’s Fcamp.” So he named 
that place "RMahanaim. © Jos 21:38; 2 Sa 2:8 

3. Then Jacob sent messengers 
before him to his brother Esau in the 
land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

4 He also commanded them say- 
ing, “Thus you shall say to my lord 
Esau: ‘Thus says your servant Jacob, 
“IT have sojourned with Laban, and 
Rstayed until now; Ge 31:41 

5 8] have oxen and donkeys and 
flocks and male and female servants; 
and I have sent to tell my lord, that I 
may find favor in your sight.”’” Ge 30:43 

6 The messengers returned to 
Jacob, saying, “We came to your 
brother Esau, and furthermore 8he is 
coming to meet you, and four hun- 
dred men are with him.” Ge 33:1 

7 Then Jacob was ®greatly afraid 
and distressed; and he divided the 
people who were with him, and the 
flocks and the herds and the camels, 
into two companies; Ge 32:11 

8 for he said, “If Esau comes to 
the one company and ‘attacks it, then 
the company which is left will es- 
cape.” Lit smites 

9 Jacob said, “O God of my fa- 


31:47 Ie. the heap of witness, in Aram 31:47 Le. 
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ie. the watchtower 32:2 Or company 32:2 I.e. Two 
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37 


ther Abraham and God of my father 
Isaac, O Lorp, who said to me, ‘Re- 
turn to your country and to your rela- 
tives, and I will prosper you,’ 

_ 10 I am unworthy ®of all the lov- 
ingkindness and of all the faithfulness 
which You have shown to Your ser- 
vant; for with my staff only I crossed 
this Jordan, and now I have become 
two companies. Ge 24:27 

11 “Deliver me, I pray, from the 
hand of my brother, from the hand of 
Esau; for I fear him, that he will come 
and attack me and the mothers with 
the children. Ps 59:1, 2 © Ge 27:41, 42: 33:4 

12 “For You said, ‘I will surely 
prosper you and make your descen- 
dants as the sand of the sea, which is 
too great to be numbered.’” 

13 So he spent the night there. 
Then he !selected from what The had 
with him a ®present for his brother 
Esau: Lit took Lit had come to his hand Ge 43:11 

14 two hundred female goats and 
twenty male goats, two hundred ewes 
and twenty rams, 

15 thirty milking camels and their 
colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty 
female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 

16 He delivered them into the 
hand of his servants, every drove by 
itself, and said to his servants, “Pass 
on before me, and put a space be- 
tween droves.” 

17 He commanded the ‘one in 
front, saying, “When my brother Esau 
meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To 
whom do you belong, and where are 
you going, and to whom do these ani- 
mals in front of you belong?’ Lit first 

18 then you shall say, ‘These be- 
long to your servant Jacob; it is a 
present sent to my lord Esau. And be- 
hold, he also is behind us.’” 

19 Then he commanded also the 
second and the third, and all those 
who followed the droves, saying, 
“After this manner you shall speak to 
Esau when you find him; 

20 and you shall say, ‘Behold, your 
servant Jacob also is behind us.’” For 
he said, “I will appease him with the 
present that goes before me. Then af- 
terward I will see his face; perhaps he 
will accept me.” 

21 So the present passed on be- 
fore him, while he himself spent that 
night in the camp. 
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22. Now he arose that same night 
and took his two wives and his two 
maids and his eleven children, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 

23 He took them and sent them 
across the stream. And he sent across 
whatever he had. 


Jacob Wrestles 

yt Then Jacob was left alone, 
and a man ®wrestled with him 

until daybreak. Ho 12:3, 4 

25 When he saw that he had not 
prevailed against him, he touched the 
socket of his thigh; so the socket of 
Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he 
wrestled with him. 

26 Then he said, “Let me go, for 
the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I 
will not let you go unless you bless 
me.” Ho 12:4 

27 So he said to him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 

28 He said, “Your name shall no 
longer be Jacob, but fIsrael; for you 
have striven with God and with men 
and have prevailed.” Ge 35:10; 1 Ki 18:31 

29 Then Jacob asked him and 
said, “Please tell me your name.” But 
he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And he blessed him there. 

30 So Jacob named the place FPe- 
niel, for he said, “I have seen God face 
to face, yet my ‘life has been pre- 
served.” Lit soul 

31 Now the sun rose upon him 
just as he crossed over ®Penuel, and 
he was limping on his thigh. Ju 8:8 

32 Therefore, to this day the sons 
of Israel do not eat the sinew of the 
hip which is on the socket of the 
thigh, because he touched the socket 
of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the 
hip. 


Jacob Meets Esau 
3 Then Jacob lifted his eyes and 
looked, and behold, "Esau was 
coming, and four hundred men with 
him. So he divided the children ‘a- 
mong Leah and Rachel and the two 
maids. Ge 32:6 ¢ Or to 
2 He put the maids and their chil- 
dren Tin front, and Leah and her chil- 


3% 32:24-30 32:28 Le. he who strives with God; or 
God strives 32:30 I.e. the face of God 
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dren Text, and Rachel and Joseph 
Tlast. Lit first ¢ Lit behind Lit behind 

3 But he himself passed on 
ahead of them and bowed down to 
the ground seven times, until he came 
near to his brother. Ge 42:6; 43:26 

4 Then Esau ran to meet him and 
embraced him, and fell on his neck 
and kissed him, and they wept. 

5 He lifted his eyes and saw the 
women and the children, and said, 
“Who are these with you?” So he said, 
“The children whom God has gra- 
ciously given your servant.” 

6 Then the maids came near 
Twith their children, and they bowed 
down. Lit they and 

7 Leah likewise came near with 
her children, and they bowed down; 
and afterward Joseph came near with 
Rachel, and they bowed down. 

8 And he said, “What do you 
mean by Rall this company which I 
have met?” And he said, “To find favor 
in the sight of my lord.” Ge 32:13-16 

9 But Esau said, “8I have plenty, 
my brother; let what you have be your 
own.” Ge 27:39, 40 

10 Jacob said, “No, please, if now I 
have found favor in your sight, then 
take my present from my hand, for I 
see your face as one sees the face of 
oe and you have received me favor- 
ably. 
11 “Please take my gift which has 
been brought to you, ®because God 
has dealt graciously with me and be- 
cause I have plenty.” Thus he urged 
him and he took it. Ge 30:43 

12 Then TEsau said, “Let us take 
our journey and go, and I will go be- 
fore you.” Lit he 

13 But he said to him, “My lord 
knows that the children are frail and 
that the flocks and herds which are 
nursing are 'a care to me. And if they 
are driven hard one day, all the flocks 
will die. Lit upon me 

14 “Please let my lord pass on 
before his servant, and I will pro- 
ceed at my leisure, according to the 
pace of the cattle that are before me 
and according to the pace of the 
children, until I come to my lord at 
RS eir.” Ge 32:3 

_15 Esau said, “Please let me leave 
with you some of the people who are 
with me.” But he said, “fWhat need is 
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there? Let me find favor in the sight 
of my lord.” Ru 2:13 

16 So Esau returned that day on 
his way to Seir. 

17 Jacob journeyed to ‘Succoth, 
and built for himself a house and 
made booths for his livestock; there- 
fore the place is named Succoth. 


Jacob Settles in Shechem 

18 Now Jacob came safely to the 
city of 5Shechem, which is in the land 
of Canaan, when he came from ®Pad- 
dan-aram, and camped before the 
city. Ge 12:6; Jos 24:1; Ju 9:1 ¢ Ge 25:20; 28:2 

19 8He bought the piece of land 
where he had pitched his tent from 
the hand of the sons of Hamor, 
Shechem’s father, for one hundred 
Tpieces of Money. Jos 24:32; Jo 4:5 © Heb gesitah 

20 Then he erected there an altar 
and called it FEl-Elohe-Israel. 


The Treachery of Jacob’s Sons 

3 Now Dinah the daughter of 
Leah, whom she had borne to 

Jacob, went out to ‘visit the daughters 

of the land. Ge 30:21 © Lit see 

2 When Shechem the son of 
Hamor ®the Hivite, the prince of the 
land, saw her, he took her and lay 
with her by force. Ge 34:30 

3 He was deeply attracted to 
Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he 
loved the girl and "spoke tenderly to 
her. Lit spoke to the heart of the girl 

4 So Shechem ®spoke to his fa- 
ther Hamor, saying, “Get me this 
young girl for a wife.” Ju 14:2 

5 Now Jacob heard that he had 
defiled Dinah his daughter; but his 
sons were with his livestock in the 
field, so Jacob kept silent until they 
came in. 

6 Then Hamor the father of 
Shechem went out to Jacob to speak 
with him. 

7 Now the sons of Jacob came in 
from the field when they heard it; and 
the men were grieved, and they were 
very angry because he had done a 
Tdisgraceful thing in Israel by lying 
with Jacob’s daughter, for such a 
thing ought not to be done. _ Lit senseless 

8 But Hamor spoke with them, 


33:15 Lit Why this? 33:17 1.e. booths 33:20 Le. 
God, the God of Israel 


_ the girl Tin marriage.” 


saying, “The soul of my son Shechem 
longs for your daughter; please give 
her to him Tin marriage. Lit for a wife 

9 “Intermarry with us; give your 
daughters to us and take our daugh- 
ters for yourselves. 

10 “Thus you shall live with us, 
and ®the land shall be open before 
you; live and ®trade in it and ®acquire 
property in it.”Ge 13:9; 20:15 * Ge 42:34 * Ge 47:27 

11 Shechem also said to her father 
and to her brothers, “If I find favor in 
your sight, then I will give whatever 
you Say to me. 

12 “Ask me ever so much bridal 
payment and gift, and I will give ac- 
cording as you say to me; but give me 
Lit for a wife 

13 But Jacob’s sons answered 
Shechem and his father Hamor with 
deceit, because he had defiled Dinah 
their sister. 

14 They said to them, “We cannot 
do this thing, to give our sister to Sone 
who is uncircumcised, for that would 
be a disgrace to us. Ge 17:14 

15 “Only on this condition will we 
consent to you: if you will become like 


_ us, in that every male of you be cir- 


cumcised, 

16 then we will give our daughters 
to you, and we will take your daugh- 
ters for ourselves, and we will live 
with you and become one people. 

17 “But if you will not listen to us 
to be circumcised, then we will take 
our daughter and go.” 

18 Now their words seemed 'rea- 
sonable to Hamor and Shechem, 
Hamor’s son. Lit good 

19 The young man did not delay 
to do the thing, because he was de- 
lighted with Jacob’s daughter. Now he 
was more respected than all the 
household of his father. 

20 So Hamor and his_ son 
Shechem came to the ®gate of their 
city and spoke to the men of their city, 
saying, Ru 4:1; 2 Sa 15:2 

21 “These men are ‘friendly with 
us; therefore let them ‘live in the land 
and trade in it, for behold, the land is 
large enough for them. Let us take 
their daughters in marriage, and give 
our daughters to them. Lit peaceful « Lit dwell 

22 “Only on this condition will the 
men consent to us to ‘live with us, to 
become one people: that every male 
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among us be circumcised as they are 
circumcised. ‘Lit dwell 

23 “Will not their livestock and 
their property and all their animals be 
ours? Only let us consent to them, and 
they will ‘live with us.” Lit dwell 

24 RAll who went out of the gate 
of his city listened to Hamor and to 
his son Shechem, and every male was 
circumcised, all who went out of the 
gate of his city. Ge 23:10 

25 Now it came about on the third 
day, when they were in pain, that two 
of Jacob’s sons, 8Simeon and Levi, 
Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword 
and came upon the city unawares, 
and killed every male. Ge 49:5-7 

26 They killed Hamor and his son 
Shechem with the edge of the sword, 
and took Dinah from Shechem’s 
house, and went forth. 

27 Jacob’s sons came upon the 
slain and looted the city, because they 
had defiled their sister. 

28 They took their flocks :and their 
herds and their donkeys, and that 
which was in the city and that which 
was in the field; 

29 and they captured and looted 
all their wealth and all their little ones 
and their wives, even all that was in 
the houses. 

30 Then Jacob said to Simeon 
and Levi, “You have ®brought trouble 
on me by making me odious among 
the inhabitants of the land, among 
the Canaanites and the Perizzites; 
and my men being few in number, 
they will gather together against me 
and attack me and I will be de- 
stroyed, | and my household.” Jos 7:25 

31 But they said, “Should he "treat 
our sister as a harlot?” Or make 


Jacob Moves to Bethel 

5 Then God said to Jacob, 
~~ “Arise, 0 up to Bethel and 
live there, and make an altar there to 
God, who appeared to you when you 
fled from your brother Esau.” 

2 So Jacob said to his household 
and to all who were with him, “Put 
away the foreign gods which are 
among you, and purify yourselves and 
change your garments; 

3 and let us arise and go up to 
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Bethel, and J will make 8an altar there 
to God, }who answered me in the day 
of my distress and has been with me 
wherever I have gone.” Ge 28:20-22 « Ps 107:6 
4 So they gave to Jacob all the 
foreign gods which ‘they had and the 
rings which were in their ears, and 
Jacob hid them under the oak which 
was near Shechem. Lit were in their hand 
5 As they journeyed, there was Ta 
great terror upon the cities which 
were around them, and they did not 
pursue the sons of Jacob. or a terror of God 
6 So Jacob came to ®Luz (that is, 
Bethel), which is in the land of 
Canaan, he and all the people who 
were with him. Ge 28:19; 48:3 
7 He built an altar there, and 
called the place El-bethel, because 
there God had revealed Himself to 
him when he fled from his brother. 
8 Now Deborah, Rebekah’s 
nurse, died, and she was buried below 
Bethel under the oak; it was named 
FAllon-bacuth. Ge 24:59 


Jacob Is Named Israel 
9 Then God appeared to Jacob 
again when he came from Paddan- 
aram, and He ®blessed him. Ge 32:29 
10 God said to him, 
“Your name is Jacob; 
You shall no longer be called 


Jacob, 
But Israel shall be your 
n Ve 
Thus He called him Israel. 
11 God also said to him, 
“Tam God Almighty; 

Be fruitful and multiply; 

A nation and a Scompany of 
nations shall come from 
you, 

And ®kings shall come forth 
from YOU. Ge 48:4 * Ge 17:6, 16; 36:31 

12 “The land which I gave to 
Abraham and Isaac, 

I will give it to you, 

And I will give the land to 
your descendants after 


_ 13 Then 8God went up from him 
in the place where He had spoken 
with him. Ge 17:22; 18:33 

14 Jacob set up 8a pillar in the 
place where He had spoken with him, 
a pillar of stone, and he poured out a 
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drink offering on it; he also poured oil 
on it. Ge 28:18, 19; 31:45 

15 So Jacob named the place 
where God had spoken with him, 
FRBethel. Ge 28:19 

16 Then they journeyed from 
Bethel; and when there was still some 
distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel 
began to give birth and she suffered 
severe labor. Ge 35:19; 48:7; Ru 4:11; Mi 5:2 

17 When she was in severe labor 
the midwife said to her, “Do not fear, 
for now you have another son.” 

18 It came about as her soul was 
departing (for she died), that she 
named him 'Ben-oni; but his father 
called him FBenjamin. 

19 So RRachel died and was 
buried on the way to 8Ephrath (that 
is, Bethlehem). Ge 48:7 © Ru 1:2; 4:11; Mi 5:2 

20 Jacob set up a pillar over her 
grave; that is the ®pillar of Rachel’s 
grave to this day. 1 Sa 10:2 

21 Then Israel journeyed on and 
pitched his tent beyond the tower of 
TEder. Mi 4:8 © Or flock 

22 It came about while Israel was 
dwelling in that land, that .Reuben 
went and lay with Bilhah his father’s 
concubine, and Israel heard of it. 


The Sons of Israel 

Now there were twelve sons of 
Jacob— 

23 ®the sons of Leah: Reuben, 
Jacob’s firstborn, then Simeon and 
Levi and Judah and Issachar and Ze- 
bulun; Ge 29:31-35; 30:18-20; 46:8; Ex 1:1-4 

24 ®the sons of Rachel: Joseph 
and Benjamin; Ge 30:22-24; 35:18 

25 and the sons of Bilhah, 
Rachel’s maid: Dan and Naphtali; 

26 and ®the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s 
maid: Gad and Asher. These:are the 
sons of Jacob who were born to him 
in Paddan-aram. Ge 30:10-13 

27 Jacob came to his father Isaac 
at }Mamre of ®Kiriath-arba (that is, 
Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac 
had sojourned. — Ge 13:18; 18:1; 23:19 * Jos 14:15 

28 Now the days of Isaac were 
Rone hundred and eighty years. Ge 25:26 

29 Isaac breathed his last and died 
and was ®gathered to his people, an 


35:8 Le. oak of weeping 2 35:10-11 35:15 Le. 
the house of God 35:18 Le. the son of my sorrow 
35:18 Le. the son of the right hand 
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old man of ripe age; and his sons Esau 
and Jacob buried him. Ge 25:8; 49:33 


Esau Moves 

3 Now these are the records of the 
generations of REsau (that is, 

Edom). Ge 25:30 

2 Esau took his wives from the 
daughters of Canaan: Adah the 
daughter of Elon the Hittite, and 8O- 
holibamah the daughter of Anah and 
the ®granddaughter of Zibeon the 
Hivite; Ge 28:9 » Ge 36:25 ¢ Ge 36:24 

3 also. Basemath, Ishmael’s 
daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 

4 Adah bore 8Eliphaz to Esau, 
and Basemath bore Reuel, 1 Ch 1:35 

5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush 
and Jalam and Korah. These are the 
sons of Esau who were born to him in 
the land of Canaan. 

6 ®Then Esau took his wives and 
his sons and his daughters and all his 
household, and his livestock and all 
his cattle and all his goods which he 
had acquired in the land of Canaan, 
and went to another land away from 
his brother Jacob. Ge 12:5 

7 For their property had become 
too great for them to live together, and 
the 8land where they sojourned could 
not sustain them because of their live- 
stock. Ge 13:6 © Ge 17:8; He 11:9 

8 So Esau lived in the hill coun- 
try of Seir; Esau is 3Edom. Ge 36:1, 19 


Descendants of Esau 

9 These then are the records of 
the generations of Esau the father of 
Tthe Edomites in the hill country of 
Seir. Lit Edom 

10 These are the names of Esau’s 
sons: Eliphaz the son of Esau’s wife 
Adah, Reuel the son of Esau’s wife 
Basemath. 

11 The sons of Eliphaz were 
Teman, Omar, 'Zepho and Gatam and 
Kenaz. In 1 Ch 1:36, Zepi 

12 Timna was a concubine of 
Esau’s son Eliphaz and she bore 
Amalek to Eliphaz. These are the sons 
of Esau’s wife Adah. 

13 These are the sons of Reuel: 
Nahath and Zerah, Shammah and 
Mizzah. These were the sons of 
Esau’s wife Basemath. 

14 These were the sons of Esau’s 
wife Oholibamah, the daughter of 


GENESIS 36:29 


Anah and the ‘granddaughter of 
Zibeon: ‘she bore to Esau, Jeush and 
Jalam and Korah. Gr son ¢ Lit and she 

15 These are the chiefs of the sons 
of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, the first- 
born of Esau, are chief Teman, chief 
Omar, chief: Zepho, chief Kenaz; 

16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, chief 
Amalek. These are the chiefs de- 
scended from Eliphaz in the land of 
Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 

17 These are the sons of Reuel, 
Esau’s son: chief Nahath, chief Zerah, 
chief Shammah, chief Mizzah. These 
are the chiefs descended from Reuel 
in the land of Edom; these are the 
sons of Esau’s wife Basemath. 

18 These are the sons of Esau’s 
wife Oholibamah: chief Jeush, chief 
Jalam, chief Korah. These are the 
chiefs descended from Esau’s wife 
Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah. 

19 These are the sons of Esau 
(that is, Edom), and these are their 
chiefs. 

20 These are the sons of Seir 8the 
Horite, the inhabitants of the land: 
Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and 
Anah, Ge 14:6; De 2:12, 22; 1 Ch 1:38-42 

21 and Dishon and Ezer and Dis- 
han. These are the chiefs ™descended 
from the Horites, the sons of Seir in 
the land of Edom. Lit of the Horites 

22 The sons of Lotan were Hori 
and ‘'Hemam; and Lotan’s sister was 
Timna. In 1 Ch 1:39, Homam 

23 These are the sons of Shobal: 
TAlvan and Manahath and Ebal, 
Shepho and Onam. In 1 Ch 1:40, Alian 

24 These are the sons of Zibeon: 
Aiah and Anah—he is the Anah who 
found the hot springs in the wilder- 
ness when he was pasturing the don- 
keys of his father Zibeon. 

25 These are the children of Anah: 
Dishon, and Oholibamah, the daugh- 
ter of Anah. 

26 These are the sons of ®Dishon: 
THemdan and Eshban and Ithran and 
Cheran. 1 Ch 1:41 ° In 1 Ch 1:41, Hamran 

27 These are the sons of Ezer: Bil- 
han and Zaavan and Akan. 

28 These are the sons of Dishan: 
Uz and Aran. 

29 These are the chiefs ‘de- 
scended from the Horites: chief 
Lotan, chief Shobal, chief Zibeon, 
chief Anah, Lit of the Horites 
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30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, chief 
Dishan. These are the chiefs ‘de- 
scended from the Horites, according 
to their various chiefs in the land of 
Seir. Lit of the-Horites 

31 Now these are the kings who 
reigned in the land of Edom before 
any ®king reigned over the sons of Is- 
rael. Ge 17:6, 16; 35:11; 1 Ch 1:43 

32 Bela the son of Beor reigned 
in Edom, and the name of his city was 
Dinhabah. 1 Ch 1:43 

33 Then Bela died, and Jobab the 
son of Zerah of Bozrah became king 
in his place. 

34 Then Jobab died, and Husham 
of the land of the Temanites became 
king in his place. 

35 Then Husham died, and Hadad 
the son of Bedad, who ‘defeated Mid- 
ian in the field of Moab, became king 
in his place; and the name of his city 
was Avith. Or smote 

36 Then Hadad died, and Samlah 
of Masrekah became king in his place. 

37 Then Samlah died, and Shaul 
of Rehoboth on the Euphrates River 
became king in his place. 

38 Then Shaul died, and Baal- 
hanan the son of Achbor became king 
in his place. 

39 Then Baal-hanan the son of 
Achbor died, and Hadar became king 
in his place; and the name of his city 
was ‘Pau; and his wife’s name was 
Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, 
daughter of Mezahab. In 1 Ch 1:50, Pai 

40 Now these are the names of the 
chiefs ‘descended from Esau, accord- 
ing to their families and their locali- 
ties, by their names: chief Timna, 
chief Alvah, chief Jetheth, Lit of Esau 

41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, 
chief Pinon, 

42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief 
Mibzar, 

43 chief Magdiel, chief Iram. 
These are the chiefs of Edom (that is, 
Esau, the father of the Edomites), ac- 
cording to their habitations in the 
land of their possession. Heb Edom 


Joseph’s Dream 
3 Now Jacob lived in the land 
where his father had sojourned, 
in the land of Canaan. 
2 These are the records of the 
generations of Jacob. 
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Joseph, when seventeen years of 
age, was pasturing the flock with his 
brothers while he was still a youth, 
along with "the sons of Bilhah and the 
sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And 
Joseph brought back a bad report 
about them to their father. — Ge 35:25, 26 

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than all his sons, because he was Fthe 
son of his old age; and he made him a 
FRyaricolored tunic. — Ge 44:20« Ge 37:23, 32 

4 His brothers saw that their fa- 
ther loved him more than all his 
brothers; and so they ®hated him and 
could not speak to him fon friendly 
terms. Ge 27:41; 1 Sa 17:28 

5 Then Joseph Thad a dream, and 
when he told it to his brothers, they 
hated him even more. Lit dreamed 

6 He said to them; “Please listen 
to this dream which I have had; 

7 for behold, we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and lo; my sheaf 
rose up and also stood erect; and be- 
hold, your sheaves gathered around 
and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

8 Then his brothers said to him, 
“RAre you actually going to:reign over 
us? Or are you really going to rule 
over us?” So they hated him even 
more for his dreams and for his 
words. Ge 49:26; De 33:16 

9 Now he thad still another 
dream, and related it to his brothers, 
and said, “Lo, I have Thad still another 
dream; and behold, the sun and the 
moon and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me,” Lit dreamed ¢ Lit dreamed 

10 He related it to his father and 
to his brothers; and his father re- 
buked him and said to him, “What is 
this dream that you have had? Shall I 
and your mother and ®your brothers 
actually come to bow ourselves down 
before you to the ground?” Ge 27:29 

_ 11 His brothers were jealous of 
him, but his father ®kept the saying in 
mind. Ac 7:9 © Da 7:28; Lk 2:19, 51 

12 Then his brothers went to pas- 
ture their father’s flock in Shechem. 

13 Israel said to Joseph, “Are not 
your brothers pasturing the flock in 
RShechem? Come, and I will send you 
to them.” And he said to him, “TI will 

me Ge 33:18-20 ° Lit Behold me 
14 Then he said to him, “Go now 


37:3 Or full-length robe 37:4 Lit in peace 


and see about the welfare of your 
brothers and the welfare of the flock, 
and bring word back to me.” So he 
sent him from the valley of Hebron, 
and he came to Shechem. 

15. A man found him, and behold, 
he was wandering in the field; and the 
man asked him, “‘What are you look- 
ing for?” Lit saying, “What...?” 

16 He said, “I am looking for my 
brothers; please tell me where they 
are pasturing the flock.” 

17 Then the man said, “They have 
moved from here; for I heard them 
say, ‘Let us go to 3Dothan.’” So Joseph 
went after his brothers and found 
them at Dothan. 2.Ki 6:13 


The Plot against Joseph 

18 ™When they saw him from a 
distance and before he came close to 
them, they plotted against him to put 
him to death. Or And 

19 They said to one another, “Here 
comes this dreamer! 

20 “Now then, come and let us kill 
him and throw him into one of the 
pits; and ®we will say, ‘A wild beast 
devoured him.’ Then let us see what 
will become of his dreams!” Ge 37:32, 33 

21 But Reuben heard this and 
rescued him out of their hands and 
said, “Let us not take his life.” Ge 42:22 

22 Reuben further said to them, 
“Shed no blood. Throw him into this 
pit that is in the wilderness, but do not 
lay hands on him”—that he might res- 
cue him out of their hands, to restore 
him to his father. 

23 So it came about, when Joseph 
reached his brothers, that they 
stripped Joseph of his tunic, the vari- 
colored tunic that was on him; 

24 and they took him and threw 
him into the pit. Now the pit was 
empty, without any water in it. 

25 Then they sat down to eat a 
meal. And as they raised their eyes 
and looked, behold, a caravan of Ish- 
maelites was coming from Gilead, 
with their camels bearing aromatic 
gum and balm and myrrh, on their 
way to bring them down to Egypt. 

26 Judah said to his brothers, 
“What profit is it for us to kill our 
brother and cover up his blood? 

27 “RCome and let us sell him to 
the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands 
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on him, for he is our brother, our own 
flesh.” And his brothers listened to 
him. Ge 42:21 

28 Then some 8Midianite traders 
passed by, so they pulled him up and 
lifted Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
shekels of silver. Thus they brought 
Joseph into Egypt. Ge 37:25; Ju 6:1-3: 8:22, 24 

29 Now Reuben returned to the 
pit, and behold, Joseph was not in the 
pit; so he tore his garments. 

30 He returned to his brothers and 
said, “8The boy is not there; as for me, 
where am I to go?” Ge 42:13, 36 

31 So ®they took Joseph’s tunic, 
and slaughtered a male goat and 
dipped the tunic in the blood; Ge 37:3, 23 
we 32 and they sent the varicolored 

tunic and brought it to their fa- 
ther and said, “We found this; please 
Texamine it to see whether it is your 
son’s tunic or not.” Or recognize 

33 Then he examined it and said, 
“It is my son’s tunic. 8A wild beast has 
devoured him; ®Joseph has surely 
been torn to pieces!” Ge 37:20 © Ge 44:28 

34 So Jacob tore his clothes, and 
put sackcloth on his loins and 
mourned for his son many days. 

35 Then all his sons and all his 
daughters arose to comfort him, but 
he refused to be comforted. And he 
said, “Surely I will 80 down to Sheol 
in mourning for my son.” So his father 
wept for him. Ge 25:8; 35:29; 42:38; 44:29, 31 

36 Meanwhile, the ‘Midianites 
Rsgold him in Egypt to Potiphar, 
Pharaoh’s officer, the captain of the 
bodyguard. Lit Medanites ¢ Ge 39:1 


Judah and Tamar 
3 And it came about at that time, 
that Judah departed from his 

brothers and visited a certain Adul- 
lamite, whose name was Hirah. 

2 Judah saw there a daughter of 
a certain Canaanite whose name was 
RShua; and he took her and went in to 
her. 1 Ch 2:3 

3 So she conceived and bore a 
son and he named him Er. 

4 Then she conceived again and 
bore a son and named him Onan. 

5 She bore still another son and | 
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named him ®Shelah; and it was at 
Chezib that she bore him. Nu 26:20 

6 Now Judah took a wife for Er 
his firstborn, and her name was 
Tamar. 

7 But 8Er, Judah’s firstborn, was 
evil in the sight of the Lorp, so the 
Lorp took his life. Ge 46:12; Nu 26:19; 1 Ch 2:3 

8 Then Judah said to Onan, “®Go 
in to your brother’s wife, and perform 
your duty as a brother-in-law to her, 
and raise up offspring for your 
brother.” De 25:5, 6; Ma 22:24 

9 Onan knew that the ®offspring 
would not be his; so when he went in 
to his brother’s wife, he wasted his 
seed on the ground in order not to 
give offspring to his brother. De 25:6 

10 But what he did was displeas- 
ing in the sight of the Lorp; so He 
Rtook his life also. Ge 46:12; Nu 26:19 

11 Then Judah said to his daugh- 
ter-in-law Tamar, “8SRemain a widow 
in your father’s house until my son 
Shelah grows up”; for he "thought, “I 
am afraid that he too may die like his 
brothers.” So Tamar went and lived in 
her father’s house. Ru 1:12, 13 ¢ Lit said 

12 Now after a considerable time 
Shua’s daughter, the wife of Judah, 
died; and when the time of mourning 
was ended, Judah went up to his 
sheepshearers at ®Timnah, he and his 
friend Hirah the Adullamite. Jos 15:10, 57 

13 It was told to Tamar, “Behold, 
your father-in-law is going up to ®Tim- 
nah to shear his sheep.” Jos 15:10, 57; Ju 14:1 

14 So she removed her widow’s 
garments and &covered herself with a 
Fveil, and wrapped herself, and sat in 
the gateway of Enaim, which is on the 
road to Timnah; for she saw that She- 
lah had grown up, and she had not 
been given to him as a wife. Ge 24:65 

15 When Judah saw her, he 
thought she was a harlot, for she had 
covered her face. 

16 So he turned aside to her by 
the road, and said, “‘Here now, let me 
come in to you”; for he did not know 
that she was his daughter-in-law. And 
she said, “What will you give me, that 
you may come in to me?” — or Come, now 

17 He said, therefore, “I will send 
you a 'young goat from the flock.” 
She said, moreover, “Will you give a 
pledge until you send it?” Lit rid of goats 

18 He said, “What pledge shall I 
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give you?” And she said, ““Your seal 
and your cord, and your staff that is in 
your hand.” So he gave them to her 
and went in to her, and she conceived 
by him. Ge 38:25; 41:42 

19 Then she arose and departed, 
and removed her ‘veil and put on her 
widow’s garments. __ Lit removed from herself 

20 When Judah sent the young 
goat by his friend the Adullamite, to 
receive the pledge from the woman’s 
hand, he did not find her. 

21 He asked the men of her place, 
saying, “Where is the temple prosti- 
tute who was by the road at Enaim?” 
But they said, “There has been no 
temple prostitute here.” 

22 So he returned to Judah, and 
said, “I did not find her; and further- 
more, the men of the place said, 
‘There has been no temple prostitute 
here.” 

23 Then Judah said, “Let her 
Tkeep them, otherwise we will be- 
come a laughingstock. TAfter all, I 
sent this young goat, but you did not 
find her.” Lit take for herself ¢ Lit Behold 

24 Now it was about three months 
later that Judah was informed, “TYour 
daughter-in-law Tamar has played the 
harlot, and behold, she is also with 
child by harlotry.” Then Judah said, 
“Bring her out and let her be 
burned!” Lit saying, Your ¢ Le 21:9 

25 It was while she was being 
brought out that she sent to her fa- 
ther-in-law, saying, “I am with child by 
the man to whom these things be- 
long.” And she said, “®Please examine 
and see, whose signet ring and cords 
and staff are these?” Ge 37:32 

26 Judah recognized them, and 
said, “8She is more righteous than I, 
inasmuch as ®I did not give her to my 
son Shelah.” And he did not have re- 
lations with her again. 1 Sa 24:17 + Ge 38:14 

27 It came about at the time she 
was giving birth, that behold, there 
were ®twins in her womb. Ge 25:24-26 

28 Moreover, it took place while 
she was giving birth, one put out a 
hand, and the midwife took and tied a 
scarlet thread on his hand, saying, 
“This one came out first.” 

29 But it came about as he drew 
back his hand, that behold, his 
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brother came out. Then she said, 
“What a breach you have made for 
yourself!” So he was ‘named FPerez. 
30 Afterward his brother came out 
who had the scarlet thread on his 
hand; and he was named FZerah. 


Joseph’s Success in Egypt 

3 Now Joseph had been taken 
down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an 

Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the cap- 

tain of the bodyguard, bought him 

"from the Ishmaelites, who had taken 

him down there. Lit from the hand of 

2 The Lorp was with Joseph, so 
he became a ‘successful man. And he 
was in the house of his master, the 
Egyptian. — Ge 39:3,21,23; Ac 7:9 « Or prosperous 

3 Now his master saw that the 
LorRD was with him and how the Lorp 
Rcaused all that he did to prosper in 
his hand. Ge 21:22; 26:28 « Ps 1:3 

4 So Joseph ®found favor in his 
sight and became his personal servant; 
and he made him overseer over his 
house, and ¥all that he owned he put in 
his charge. Ge 18:3; 19:19 ¢ Ge 24:2; 39:8, 2 
: 5 It came about that from the 
time he made him overseer in his 
house and over all that he owned, the 
Lorp blessed the Egyptian’s house on 
account of Joseph; thus the Lorp’s 
blessing was upon all that he owned, 
in the house and in the field. 

6 So he left everything he owned 
in Joseph’s charge; and with him 
there he did not concern himself with 
anything except the food which he ate. 

Now Joseph was ®handsome in 
form and appearance. Ge 29:17; 1Sa 16:12 

7 It came about after these 
events that his master’s wife looked 
with desire at Joseph, and she said, 
“RLie with me.” Pr 7:15-20 © 2 Sa 13:11 

8 But ®he refused and said to his 
master’s wife, “Behold, with me here, 
my master does not concern himself 
with anything in the house, and he 
has put all that he owns in my 
Tcharge. Pr 6:23, 24 Lit hand 

9 “There is no one greater in this 
house than I, and he has withheld 
nothing from me except you, because 
you are his wife. How then could I do 
this great evil and sin against God?” 

10 As she spoke to Joseph day 
after day, he did not listen to her to lie 
beside her or be with her. 
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11 Now it happened Tone day that 
he went into the house to do his work, 
and none of the men of the household 
was there inside. Lit about this day 

12 She caught him by his gar- 
ment, saying, “Lie with me!” And he 
left his garment in her hand and fled, 
and went outside. 

_ 13 TWhen she saw that he had left 
his garment in her hand and had fled 
outside, Lit And it came about when 

14 she called to the men of her 
household and said to them, “See, he 
has brought in:a ™Hebrew to us to 
make sport of us; he came in to me to 
lie with me, and I screamed. Lit Herew man 

15 “When he heard that I raised 
my voice and *screamed, he left his 
garment beside me and fled and went 
outside.” 

16 So she left his garment beside 
her until his master came home. 

17 Then she 8spoke to him with 
these words, “The Hebrew slave, 
whom you brought to us, came in to 
me to make sport of me; — Ex 23:1; Pr 26:28 

18 and as I raised my voice and 
Tgcreamed, he left his garment beside 
me and fled outside.” Lit called out 


Joseph Imprisoned 

19 Now when his master heard 
the words of his wife, which she 
spoke to him, saying, “This is what 
your slave did to me,” ®his anger 
burned. Pr 6:34 

20 So Joseph’s master took him 
and put him into the jail, the place 
where the king’s prisoners were con- 
fined; and he was there in the jail. 

21 But 8the Lorp was with Joseph 
and extended kindness to him, and 
gave him favor in the sight of the chief 
jailer. Ge 39:2: Ps 105:19; Ac 7:9 

22 The chief jailer .committed to 
Joseph’s ‘charge all the prisoners 
who were in the jail; so that whatever 
was done there, he was ‘responsible 
for it. Ge 39:4; 40:3, 4 ® Lit hand « Lit the doer 

23 ®The chief jailer did not super- 
vise anything under ‘Joseph’s charge 
because 8the Lorp was with him; and 
whatever he did, §the Lorp made to 
PLroOSspeY. Ge 39:3, 8 ¢ Lit his hand ¢ Ge 39:2, 3 ¢ Ge 39:3 


38:29 L.e.abreach 38:30 I.e.a dawning or 
brightness 39:15 Lit called out 
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Joseph Interprets a Dream 
40h it came about after these 

things, the cupbearer and the 
baker for the king of Egypt offended 
their lord, the king of Egypt. 

2 Pharaoh was ®furious with his 
two officials, the chief cupbearer and 
the chief baker. Pr 16:14 

3 So he put them in confinement 
in the house of the captain of the 
bodyguard, in the jail, the same place 
where Joseph was imprisoned. 

4 The captain of the bodyguard 
put Joseph in charge of them, and he 
took care of them; and they were in 
confinement for ‘some time. Lit days 

5 Then the cupbearer and the 
baker for the king of Egypt, who were 
confined in jail, both had a dream the 
same night, each man with his own 
dream and each dream with its own 
interpretation. 

6 When Joseph came to them in 
the morning and observed them, 'be- 
hold, they were dejected. Lit and behold 

7 He asked Pharaoh’s officials 
who were with him in confinement in 
his master’s house, ““Why are your 
faces so sad today?” Ne 2:2 

8 Then they said to him, “We 
have had a dream and there is no one 
to interpret it.” Then Joseph said to 
them, “Do not interpretations belong 
to God? Tell it to me, please.” — Ge 41:15 

9 So the chief cupbearer told his 
dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In 
my dream, ‘behold, there was a vine 
in front of me; Lit and behold 

10 and on the vine were three 
branches. And as it was budding, its 
blossoms came out, and its clusters 
produced ripe grapes. 

11 “Now Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand; so I took the grapes and 
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, 
and I put the cup into Pharaoh’s 
Thand.” Lit palm 

12 Then Joseph said to him, “This 
is the ®interpretation of it: the three 
branches are three days; Da 2:36; 4:18, 19 

13 within three more days 
Pharaoh will ‘lift up your head and 
restore you to your ‘office; and you 
will put Pharaoh’s cup into his hand 
according to your former custom 
when you were his cupbearer. | Lit place 

14 “Only keep me in mind when it 
goes well with you, and please do me 


46 


a kindness by mentioning me to 
Pharaoh and get me out of this house. 

15 “For 81 was in fact kidnapped 
from the land of the Hebrews, and 
even here I have done nothing that 
they should have put me into the 
Tdungeon.” Ge 37:26-28 ¢ Or pit 

16 When the chief baker saw that 
he had interpreted favorably, he said 
to Joseph, “I also saw in my dream, 
and behold, there were three baskets 
of white bread on my head; 

17 and in the top basket there 
were some of all 'sorts of baked food 
for Pharaoh, and the birds were eat- 
ing them out of the basket on my 
head.” Lit food for Pharaoh made by a baker 

18 Then Joseph answered and 
said, “This is its interpretation: the 
three baskets are three days; 

19 within three more days 
Pharaoh will lift up your head from 
you and will hang you on a tree, and 
the birds will eat your flesh off you.” 

20 Thus it came about on the third 
day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, 
that he made a feast for all his ser- 
vants; and he lifted up the head of the 
chief cupbearer and the head of the 
chief baker among his servants. 

21 He restored the chief cup- 
bearer to his office, and he put the 
cup into Pharaoh’s hand; Ge 40:13 

22 but She hanged the chief baker, 
just as Joseph had interpreted to 
them. Ge 40:19; Es 7:10 

23 Yet the chief cupbearer did not 
remember Joseph, but forgot him. 


Pharaoh’s Dream 

4 pen it happened at the end of 
two full years that Pharaoh had 

a dream, and behold, he was standing 

by the Nile. 

2 And lo, from the Nile there 
came up seven cows, sleek and fat; 
and they grazed in the marsh grass. 

3 Then behold, seven other cows 
came up after them from the Nile, 
ugly and ‘gaunt, and they stood by 
the other cows on the bank of the 
Nile. Lit lean of flesh 

4 The ugly and gaunt cows ate 
up the seven sleek and fat cows. Then 
Pharaoh awoke. 

. He fell asleep and dreamed a 
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second time; and behold, seven ears 
of grain came up on a single stalk, 
plump and good. 

6 Then behold, seven ears, thin 
and scorched by the east wind, 
sprouted up after them. 

7 The thin ears swallowed up the 
seven plump and full ears. Then 
Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a 
dream. 

8 Now in the morning his spirit 
was troubled, so he sent and called for 
all the magicians of Egypt, and all its 
wise men. And Pharaoh told them his 
dreams, but there was no one who 
could interpret them to Pharaoh. 

9 Then the chief cupbearer spoke 
to Pharaoh, saying, “I would make 
mention today of my own offenses. 

10 “Pharaoh was ®furious with his 
servants, and ®he put me in confine- 
ment in the house of the captain of the 
bodyguard, both me and the chief 
baker. Ge 40:2, 3 « Ge 39:20 

11 “®We had a dream 'on the same 
night, ‘he and I; each of us dreamed 
according to the interpretation of his 
own dream. Ge 40:5 « Lit one night « Lit Land he 

12 “Now a Hebrew youth was 
with us there, a servant of the captain 
of the bodyguard, and we related 
them to him, and he interpreted our 
dreams for us. To each one he inter- 
preted according to his own dream. 

13 “And just as he interpreted for 
us, so it happened; he restored me in 
my ‘office, but he hanged him.” Lit place 


Joseph Interprets 
14 Then Pharaoh sent and &called 
for Joseph, and they hurriedly 
brought him out of the dungeon; and 
when he had shaved himself and 
changed his clothes, he came to 
Pharaoh. Ps 105:20 © Da 2:25 
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have 
had a dream, ®but no one can inter- 
pret it; and I have heard it said about 
you, that when you hear a dream you 
can interpret it.” Ge 41:8 
16 Joseph then answered 
Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me; God 
will give Pharaoh a favorable an- 
Swer.” Da 2:30; Ze 4:6: Ac 3:12; 2 Co 3:5 
17 So Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, 
“In my dream, behold, I was standing 
on the bank of the Nile; 
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18 and behold, seven cows, fat and 
sleek came up out of the Nile, and 
they grazed in the marsh grass. 

19 “Lo, seven other cows came up 
after them, poor and very ugly and 
gaunt, such as I had never seen for ug- 
liness in all the land of Egypt; 

20 and the lean and ugly cows ate 
up the first seven fat cows. | 

21) “Yet when they had 'devoured 
them, it could not be "detected that 
they had devoured them, for they 
were just as ugly as before. Then I 
awoke. Lit entered their inward parts ¢e Or known 

22 “I saw also in my dream, and 
behold; seven ears, full and good, 
came up on a Single stalk; 

23 and lo, seven ears, withered, 
thin, and scorched by the east wind, 
sprouted up after them; 

24 and the thin ears swallowed 
the seven good ears. Then 8I told it to 
the magicians, but there was no one 
who could explain it to me.” Is 8:19: Da 4:7 

25 Now Joseph said to Pharaoh, 
“Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the 
same; ®God has told to Pharaoh what 
He is about to do. — Ge 41:28, 32: Da 2:28, 29, 45 

26 “The seven good cows are 
seven years; and the seven good ears 
are seven years; the 'dreams are one 
and the same. Lit dream is 

27 “The seven lean and ugly cows 
that came up after them are seven 
years, and the seven thin ears 
scorched by the east wind ®will be 
seven years of famine. 2 Ki 8:1 

28 “It is as I have spoken to 
Pharaoh: 8God has shown to Pharaoh 
what He is about to do. Ge 41:25, 32 

29 “Behold, 8seven years of great 
abundance are coming in all the land 
of Egypt; Ge 41:47 

30 and after them ®seven years of 
famine will ‘come, and all the abun- 
dance will be forgotten in the land of 
Egypt, and the famine will ravage the 
land. Ge 41:54, 56; 47:13; Ps 105:16 « Lit arise 

31 “So the abundance will be un- 
known in the land because of that 
subsequent famine; for it will be very 
severe. 

32 “Now as for the repeating of 
the dream to Pharaoh twice, it means 
that ®the matter is determined by 
God, and God will quickly bring it 
about. Ge 41:25, 28 

33. “Now let Pharaoh look for a 
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man discerning and wise, and set 
him over the land of Egypt. Ge 41:39 
34 “Let Pharaoh take action to ap- 
point overseers ‘in charge of the land, 
and let him exact a fifth of the pro- 
duce of the land of Egypt in the seven 
years of abundance. Lit over 
35 “Then let them gather all the 
food of these good years that are com- 
ing, and store up the grain for food in 
the cities under Pharaoh’s authority, 
and let them guard it. Ge 41:48 
36 “Let the food become as a re- 
serve for the land for the seven years 
of famine which will occur in the land 
of Egypt, so that the land will not per- 
ish during the famine.” 
37 Now the ‘proposal seemed 
good 'to Pharaoh and 'to all his ser- 
vants. Lit word ¢ Lit in the sight of « Lit in the sight of 


Joseph Is Made a Ruler of Egypt 

38 Then Pharaoh said to his ser- 
vants, “Can we find a man like this, in 
whom is a divine spirit?” 

39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Since God has informed you of all 
this, there is no one so discerning 
and wise as you are. Ge 41:33 

40 “You shall be over my house, 
and according to your command 
all my people shall do homage; only in 
the throne I will be greater than you.” 

4] Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I 
have set you over all the land of 
Egypt.” Ge 42:6; Ps 105:21; Da 6:3; Ac 7:10 

42 Then Pharaoh took off his 
signet ring from his hand and put it 
on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in 
garments of fine linen and put the 
gold necklace around his neck. 

43 He had him ride in his second 
chariot; and they proclaimed before 
him, “Bow the knee!” And he set him 
over all the land of Egypt. 

44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Though I am Pharaoh, yet 
Rwithout ‘your permission no one 
shall raise his hand or foot in all the 
land of Egypt.” Ps 105:22 © Lit you no one 

45 Then Pharaoh named Joseph 
FZaphenath-paneah; and he gave 
him Asenath, the daughter of 
Potiphera priest of 8On, as his wife. 
And Joseph went forth over the land 
of Egypt. Je 43:13; Eze 30:17 

46 Now Joseph was thirty years 
old when he ‘stood before Pharaoh, 


king of Egypt. And Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh and 
went through all the land of Egypt. 
47 During the seven years of 
plenty the land brought forth ‘abun- 
dantly. Lit by handfuls 
48 So he gathered all the food of 
these seven years which occurred in 
the land of Egypt and placed the food 
in the cities; he placed in every city 
the food from its own surrounding 
fields. 28\ 
49 Thus Joseph stored up grain in 


great abundance like the sand of the | 


sea, until he stopped measuring it, for 
it was beyond measure. 


The Sons of Joseph 


ye 50 Now before the year of | 


famine came, 8two sons were 
born to Joseph, whom Asenath, the 
daughter of Potiphera priest of On, 
bore to him. Ge 48:5 

51 Joseph named the firstborn 
FManasseh, “For,” he said, “God has 
made me forget all my trouble and all 
my father’s household.” 

52 He named the ~ second 
FEphraim, “For,” he said, “RGod has 
made me fruitful in the land of my af- 
fliction.” Ge 17:6; 28:3; 49:22 

53. When the seven years of plenty 
which had been in the land of Egypt 
came to an end, 

54 and ®the seven years of famine 
began to come, just as Joseph had 
said, then there was famine in all the 
lands, but in all the land of Egypt 
there was bread. — Ge 41:30; Ps 105:16; Ac 7:11 

59 So when all the land of Egypt 
was famished, the people cried out to 
Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said 
to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; 
‘whatever he says to you, you shall 

F Jo 2:5 

56 When the famine was spread 
over all the face of the earth, then 
Joseph opened all the storehouses, 
and sold to the Egyptians; and the 
famine was severe in the land of 
Egypt. Lit that which was in them 

57 The people of all the earth 
came to Egypt to buy grain from 


41:45 Probably Egyptian for “God speaks; he lives‘ 
41:46 Or entered the service of 2 41:50-42:2 
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Joseph, because ®the famine was se- 
vere in all the earth. Ge 2:10 


Joseph’s Brothers Sent to Egypt 
Now RJacob saw that there was 
grain in Egypt, and Jacob said 

to his sons, “Why are you staring at 

one another?” Ac 7:12 

2 He said, “Behold, 8I have heard 
that there is grain in Egypt; go down 
there and buy some for us "from that 
place, Rso that we may live and not 
die.” Ac 7:12’ Lit from there © Ge 43:8: Ps 33:18, 19 

_3 Then ten brothers of Joseph 
went down to buy grain from Egypt. 

4 But Jacob did not send 
Joseph’s brother ®Benjamin with his 
brothers, for he said, “I am afraid that 
harm may befall him.” Ge 35:24 

5 So the sons of Israel came to 
buy grain among those who were 
coming, for the famine was in the 
land of Canaan also. 

6 Now Joseph was the ruler 
over the land; he was the one who 
sold to all the people of the land. And 
Joseph’s brothers came and bowed 
down to him with their faces to the 
ground. Ge 41:41, 55 © Ge 37:7-10; 41:43; Is 60:14 

7 When Joseph saw his brothers 
he recognized them, but he disguised 
himself to them and spoke to them 
harshly. And he said to them, “Where 
have you come from?” And they said, 
“From the land of Canaan, to buy 
food.” Ge 42:30 

8 But Joseph had recognized his 
brothers, although ®they did not rec- 
ognize him Ge 37:2; 41:46 

9 Joseph » 8remembered the 
dreams which he thad about them, 
and said to them, “You are spies; you 
have come to look at the undefended 
parts of our land.” Ge 37:6-9 « Lit had dreamed 

10 Then they said to him, “No, 
Rmy lord, but your servants have 
come to buy food. Ge 37:8 

11 “We are all sons of one man; 
we are ®honest men, your servants are 
not spies.” Ge 42:16, 19) 31, 34 

12 Yet he said to them, “No, but 
you have come to look at the unde- 
fended parts of our land!” 

13 But they said, “Your servants 
are twelve brothers in all, the sons of 
one man in the land of Canaan; and 
behold, the youngest is with ®our fa- 
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ther today, and ®one is no longer 
alive.” Ge 43:7 © Ge 37:30; 42:32: 44:20 

14 Joseph said to them, “It is as I 
said to you, you are spies; 

15 by this you will be tested: ®by 
the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go 
from this place unless your youngest 
brother comes here! 1 Sa 17:55 

16 “Send one of you that he may 
get your brother, while you remain 
confined, that your words may be 
tested, whether there is truth in you. 
But if not, by the life of Pharaoh, 
surely you are spies.” Ge 42:11 

17 So he put them all together in 
Rprison for three days. Ge'40:4,7 

18 Now Joseph said to them on 
the third day, “Do this and live, for 8I 
fear God: Ge39:9; Le 25:43; Ne 5:15 

19 if you are honest men, let one 
of your brothers be confined in Tyour 
prison; but as for the rest of you, go, 
carry grain for the famine of your 
households, Lit the house of your prison 

20 and ®bring your youngest 
brother to me, so your words may be 
verified, and you will not die.” And 
they did so. Ge 42:34; 43:5; 44:23 

21 Then they said to one another, 
“Truly we are guilty concerning our 
brother, because we saw the distress 
of his soul when he pleaded with us, 
yet we would not listen; therefore this 
distress has come upon us.” 

22 Reuben answered them, say- 
ing, “8Did I not tell 'you, ‘Do not sin 
against the boy’; and you would not 
listen? Now comes the reckoning for 
his blood.” Ge 37:21, 22 © Lit you saying 

23 They did not know, however, 
that Joseph understood, for there was 
an interpreter between them. 

24 He turned away from them and 
Rwept. But when he returned to them 
and spoke to them, he 8took Simeon 
from them and bound him before 
their eyes. Ge 43:30; 45:14, 15 « Ge 43:14, 23 

25 Then Joseph gave orders to fill 
their bags with grain and to restore 
every man’s money in his sack, and to 
give them provisions for the journey. 
And thus it was done for them. 

26 So they loaded their donkeys 
with their grain and departed from 
there. 

27 As one of them opened his 
sack to give his donkey fodder at the 
lodging place, he saw his 'money; and 
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behold, it was in the mouth of his 
sack. Ge 43:21, 22 

28 Then he said to his brothers, 
“My money has been returned, and 
behold, it is even in my sack.” And 
their hearts sank, and they turned 
Ttrembling to one another, saying, 
“RWhat is this that God has done to 
us?” Lit went out ¢ Lit trembled ¢ Ge 43:23 


Simeon Is Held Hostage 

29 When they came to their father 
Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told 
him all that had happened to them, 
saying, 

30 “The man, the lord of the land, 
Rgpoke harshly with us, and took us 
for spies of the country. Ge 42:7 

31 “But we said to him, ‘We are 
Rhonest men; we are not spies. Ge 42:11 

32 ‘We are twelve brothers, sons 
of our father; one is no longer alive, 
and the youngest is with our father 
today in the land of Canaan,’ 

33 “The man, the lord of the land, 
said to us, ‘8By this I will know that 
you are honest men: leave one of your 
brothers with me and take grain for 
the famine of your households, and 
Zo. Ge 42:19, 20 

34 ‘But bring your youngest 
brother to me that I may know that 
you are not spies, but honest men. I 
will give your brother to you, and you 
may ®trade in the land.’” Ge 34:10 

35 Now it came about as they 
were emptying their sacks, that be- 
hold, every man’s bundle of money 
was in his sack; and when they and 
their father saw their bundles of 
money, they were dismayed. 

36 Their father Jacob said to 
them, “You have bereaved me of my 
children: Joseph is no more, and 
Simeon is no more, and you would 
take Benjamin; all these things are 
against me.” Ge 43:14 

37 Then Reuben spoke to his fa- 
ther, saying, “You may put my two 
sons to death if I do not bring him 
back to you; put him in my ‘care, and 
I will return him to you.” Lit hand 

38 But Jacob said, “My son shall 
not go down with you; for his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left. If harm 
should befall him on the journey you 
are taking, then you will bring my 
gray hair down to Sheol in sorrow.” 


The Return to Egypt 
4 er the famine was severe in 
the land. Ge 12:10; 26:1; 41:56, 57 

2 So it came about when they 
had finished eating the grain which 
they had brought from Egypt, that 
their father said to them, “Go back, 
buy us a little food.” : 

3 Judah spoke to him, however, 
saying, “RThe man solemnly warned 
us, ‘You shall not see my face unless 
your brother is with you.’ Ge 43:5; 44:23 

4 “If you send our brother with 
us, we will go down and buy you food. 

5 “But if you do not send him, we 
will not go down; for the man said to 
us, ‘You will not see my face unless 
your brother is with you.” 

6 Then Israel said, “Why did you 
treat me so badly ‘by telling the man 
whether you still had another 
brother?” Lit to tell 

7 But they said, “The man ques- 
tioned particularly about us and our 
relatives, saying, ‘Is your father still 
alive? Have you another brother?’ So 
we answered his questions. Could we 
possibly know that he would say, 
‘Bring your brother down’?” 

8 Judah said to his father Israel, 
“Send the lad with me and we will 
arise and go, 8that we may live and 
not die, we as well as you and our lit- 
tle ones. Ge 42:2 

9 “I myself will be surety for him; 
you may hold me responsible for him. 
If I do not bring him back to you and 
set him before you, then let me bear 
the blame before you forever. 

10 “For if we had not delayed, 
surely by now we could have returned 
twice.” 

11 Then their father Israel said to 
them, “If it must be so, then do this: 
take some of the best products of the 
land in your bags, and carry down to 
the man as a present, a little balm and 
a little honey, aromatic gum and 
myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. 

12 “Take double the money in 
your hand, and take back in your 
hand ®the money that was returned in 
the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it 
was a mistake. Ge 42:25, 35; 43:21, 22 

13 “Take your brother also, and 
arise, return to the man; 

14 and may God Almighty ®grant 
you compassion in the sight of the 
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man, so that he will release to you 
your other brother and Benjamin. 
And as for me, if lam bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved.” Ps 106:46 

15° So the men took &this present, 
and they took double the money in 
their hand, and Benjamin; then they 
arose and went down to Egypt and 
stood before Joseph. Ge 43:11 


Joseph Sees Benjamin 

16 When Joseph ‘saw Benjamin 
with them, he said to his house stew- 
ard, “Bring the men into the house, 
and slay an animal and make ready; 
for the men are to dine with me at 
noon.” Ge 44:1 

17 So the man did as Joseph said, 
and ‘brought the men to Joseph’s 
house. Lit the man brought 

18 Now the men were afraid, be- 
cause they were brought to Joseph’s 
house; and they said, “It is because of 
the money that was returned in our 
sacks the first time that we are being 
brought in, that he may seek occasion 
against us and fall upon us, and take 
us for slaves with our donkeys.” 

19 So they came near to Joseph’s 
house steward, and spoke to him at 
the entrance of the house, 

20 and said, “Oh, my lord, we in- 
deed came down the first time to buy 
food, 

21 and it came about when we 
came to the lodging place, that we 
opened our sacks, and behold, ®each 
man’s money was in the mouth of his 
sack, our money in full. So we have 
brought it back in our hand. Ge 42:27, 35 

22 “We have also brought down 
other money in our hand to buy food; 
we do not know who put our money 
in our sacks.” 

23 He said, “fBe at ease, do not be 
afraid. "Your God and the God of your 
father has given you treasure in your 
sacks; I had your money.” Then he 
brought Simeon out to them. © Ge 42:28 

24 Then the man brought the men 
into Joseph’s house and gave them 
water, and they washed their feet; and 
he gave their donkeys fodder. 

25 So they prepared ®the present 
Tfor Joseph’s coming at noon; for they 
had heard that they were to eat ‘a 
meal there. Ge 43:11, 15 « Lit until ° Lit bread 

26: When Joseph came home, they 
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brought into the house to him the 
present which was in their hand and 
bowed to the ground before him. 

27 Then he asked them about 
their welfare, and said, “8Is your old 
father well, of whom you spoke? Is he 
still alive?” Ge 43:7; 45:3 

28 They said, “Your servant our 
father is well; he is still alive.” "They 
bowed down in homage. Ge 37:7, 10 

29 As he lifted his eyes and saw 
his brother Benjamin, his mother’s 
son, he said, “Is this 8your youngest 
brother, of whom you spoke to me?” 
And he said, “May God be gracious 
to you, my son.” Ge 42:13 ¢ Nu 6:25; Ps 67:1 

30 Joseph hurried out for he was 
deeply stirred over his brother, and he 
sought a place to weep; and he en- 
tered his chamber and wept there. 

31 Then he washed his face and 
came out; and he controlled himself 
and said, “Serve the meal.” Ge 45:1 

32 So they served him by himself, 
and them by themselves, and the 
Egyptians who ate with him by them- 
selves, because the Egyptians could 
not eat bread with the Hebrews, for 
that is loathsome to the Egyptians. 

33 Now they were seated before 
him, ®the firstborn according to his 
birthright and the youngest according 
to his youth, and the men looked at 
one another in astonishment. Ge 42:7 

34 He took portions to them from 
This own table, but Benjamin’s por- 
tion was five times as much as any of 
theirs. So they feasted and drank 
freely with him. Lit his face « Ge 35:24;/45:22 


The Brothers Are Brought Back 
4 4i hen he commanded his house 
steward, saying, “Fill the men’s 
sacks with food, as much as they can 
carry, and put each man’s money in 
the mouth of his sack. Ge 42:25 

2 “Put my cup, the silver cup, in 
the mouth of the sack of the youngest, 
and his money for the grain.” And he 
did as Joseph had told him. 

3 TAs soon as it was light, the 
men were sent away, they with their 
donkeys. Lit The morning was light 

4 They had just gone out of ®the 
city, and were not far off, when 
Joseph said to his house steward, “Up, 
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follow the men; and when you over- 
take them, say to them, ‘Why have 
you repaid evil for good? Ge 44:13 

5 ‘Is not this the one from which 
my lord drinks and which he indeed 
uses for divination? You have done 
wrong in doing this.’” 

6 So he overtook them and spoke 
these words to them. 

7 They said to him, “Why does 
my lord speak such words as these? 
Far be it from your servants to do 
such a thing. 

8 “Behold, §the money which we 
found in the mouth of our sacks we 
have brought back to you from the 
land of Canaan. How then could we 
steal silver or gold from your lord’s 
house? Ge 43:21 

9 “RWith whomever of your ser- 
vants it is found, let him die, and we 
also will be my lord’s slaves.” Ge 31:32 

10 So he said, “Now let it also be 
according to your words; he with 
whom it is found shall be my slave, 
and the rest of you shall be innocent.” 

11 Then they hurried, each man 
lowered his sack to the ground, and 
each man opened his sack. 

12 He searched, beginning with 
the oldest and ending with the 
youngest, and 8the cup was found in 
Benjamin’s sack. Ge 44:2 

13 Then they tore their clothes, 
and when each man loaded his don- 
key, they returned to 8the city. 

14 When Judah and his brothers 
came to Joseph’s house, he was still 
there, and 8they fell to the ground be- 
fore him. Ge 37:7, 10 

15 Joseph said to them, “What is 
this deed that you have done? Do you 
not know that such a man as I can in- 
deed practice ®divination?” Ge 44:5 

16 So Judah said, “What can we 
say to my lord? What can we speak? 
And how can we justify ourselves? 
God has found out the iniquity of your 
servants; behold, we are my lord’s 
slaves, both we and the one in whose 
possession the cup has been found.” 

17 But he said, “Far be it from me 
to do this. The man in whose 'posses- 
sion the cup has been found, he shall 
be my slave; but as for you, go up in 
peace to your father.” Lit hand 

18 Then Judah approached him, 
and said, “Oh my lord, may your ser- 


vant please speak a word in my lord’s 
ears, and ®do not be angry with your 
servant; for "you are equal to 
Pharaoh. Ge 18:30, 32; Ex 32:22 Ge 37:7, 8; 41:40-44 

19 “RMy lord asked his servants, 
saying, ‘Have you a father or a 
brother?’ Ge 43:7 

20 “We said to my lord, ‘We have 
an old father and 8a little child of his 
old age. Now his brother is dead, so 
he alone is left of his mother, and his 
father loves him.’ Ge 37:3; 43:8; 44:30 

21 “Then you said to your ser- 
vants, ‘Bring him down to me that I 
may set my eyes on him.’ Ge 42:15, 20 

22 “But we said to my lord, ‘The 
lad cannot leave his father, for if he 
should leave his father, "his father 
would die.’ Lit he would 

23 “You said to your servants, 
however, ‘SUnless your youngest 
brother comes down with you, you 
will not see my face again.’ Ge 43:3, 5 

24 “Thus it came about when we 
went up to your servant my father, we 
told him the words of my lord. 

25 “ROur father said, ‘Go back, 
buy us a little food,’ Ge 43:2 

26 “But we said, ‘We cannot go 
down. If our youngest brother is with 
us, then we will go down; for we can- 
not see the man’s face unless our 
youngest brother is with us,’ 

27 “Your servant my father said to 
us, ‘You know that ®my wife bore me 
two sons; Ge 46:19 

28 and the one went out from me, 
and I said, “Surely he is torn in 
pieces,” and I have not seen him since. 

29 ‘If you take this one also from 
Tme, and harm befalls him, you will 
Rbring my gray hair down to Sheol in 
Tsorrow.’ Lit my face ¢ Ge 42:38; 44:31 ¢ Lit evil 

30 “Now, therefore, when I come 
to your servant my father, and the lad 
is not with us, since ®his life is bound 
up in the lad’s life, 1Sa 18:1 

_31 when he sees that the lad is not 
with us, he will die. Thus your ser- 
vants will ®bring the gray hair of your 
servant our father down to Sheol in 
SOrrow. Ge 44:29 

32 “For your servant became 
surety for the lad to my father, saying, 
‘If | do not bring him back to you, then 
let me bear the blame before my fa- 
ther forever,’ Ge 43:9 

33 “Now, therefore, please let your 
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servant remain instead of the lad a 
slave to my lord, and let the lad go up 
with his brothers. 

34 “For how shall I go up to my fa- 
ther if the lad is not with me—for fear 
that I see the evil that would Tovertake 
my father?” Lit find 


Joseph Deals Kindly with His 
Brothers 
yt cai Joseph could not con- 
trol himself before all those 
who stood by him, and he cried, “Have 
everyone go out from me.” So there 
was no man with him when Joseph 
made himself known to his brothers. 

2 ®He wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household 
of Pharaoh heard of it. Ge 45:14, 15: 46:29 

3 Then Joseph said to his broth- 
ers, “I am Joseph! ®Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not an- 
swer him, for they were dismayed at 
his presence. © © Ge 43:27 « Ge 37:20-28; 42:21, 22 

4 Then Joseph said to his broth- 
ers, “Please come ‘closer to me.” And 
they came ‘closer. And he said, “I am 
your brother Joseph, whom you &sold 
into Egypt. Lit near ® Lit near ¢ Ge 37:28 

5 “Now do not be grieved or 
angry with yourselves, because you 
sold me here, for God sent me before 
you to preserve life. Ge 45:7, 8; 50:20; Ps 105:17 

6 “For the famine has been in the 
land these two years, and there are 
still five years in which there will be 
neither plowing nor harvesting. 

7 “RGod sent me before you to 
preserve for you a remnant in the 
earth, and to keep you alive by a great 
Tdeliverance. Ge 45:5 © Lit escaped company 

8 “Now, therefore, it was not you 
who sent me here, but God; and He 
has made me a ®father to Pharaoh 
and lord of all his household and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. Ju 17:10 

9 “Hurry and go up to my father, 
and say to him, ‘Thus says your son 
Joseph, “God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. Ac 7:14 
10 “You shall live in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, 
you and your children and your chil- 
dren’s children and your flocks and 
your herds and all that you have. 

11 “There I will also 8provide for 
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you, for there are still five years of 
famine to come, and you and your 
household and all that you have 
would be impoverished.”’ Ge 47:12 

12 “Behold, your eyes see, and the 
eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that 
it is my mouth which is speaking to 
you. 
13 “Now you must tell my father 
of all my splendor in Egypt, and all 
that you have seen; and you must 
hurry and ®bring my father down 
here.” Ac 7:14 

14 Then he fell on his brother 
Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Ben- 
jamin wept on his neck. Ge 45:2 

15 He kissed all his brothers and 
wept on them, and afterward his 
brothers talked with him. 

16 Now when the news was heard 
in Pharaoh’s house that Joseph’s 
brothers had come, it please 
Pharaoh and his servants. 

17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load 
your beasts and 'go to the land of 
Canaan, Lit come, go 

18 and take your father and your 
households and come to me, and &I 
will give you the ‘best of the land of 
Egypt and you will eat the fat of the 
land.’ Ge 27:28 © Lit good 

19 “Now you are ordered, ‘Do this: 
take wagons from the land of Egypt 
for your little ones and for your wives, 
and bring your father and come. 

20 ‘Do not concern yourselves 
with your goods, for the ‘best of all 
the land of Egypt is yours.’” 

21 Then the sons of Israel did so; 
and Joseph gave them wagons ac- 
cording to the ;command of Pharaoh, 
and gave them provisions for the 
journey. Ge 45:19 « Lit mouth 

22 To each of them he gave 
changes of garments, but to Benjamin 
he gave three hundred pieces of silver 
and five changes of garments. 

23 To his father he sent ‘as fol- 
lows: ten donkeys loaded with the 
best things of Egypt, and ten female 
donkeys loaded with grain and bread 
and sustenance for his father ™on the 
journey. Lit like this ¢ Lit for 

24 So he sent his brothers away, 
and ‘as they departed, he said to 


¥% 45:1-10 


GENESIS 45:25 


them, “Do not quarrel on the jour- 

i Lit they departed; and he said 

25 Then they went up from Egypt, 
and came to the land of Canaan to 
their father Jacob. 

26 They told him, saying, “Joseph 
is still alive, and indeed he is ruler 
over all the land of Egypt.” But The 
was stunned, for ®he did not believe 
them. Lit his heart grew numb ¢ Ge 37:31-35 
wy 27 When they told him all the 

words of Joseph that he had spo- 
ken to them, and when he saw the 
Rwagons that Joseph had sent to carry 
him, the spirit of their father Jacob re- 
vived. Ge 45:19 

28 Then Israel said, “It is enough; 
my son Joseph is still alive. I will go 
and see him before | die.” 


Jacob Moves to Egypt 
AGP. Israel set out with all that he 
had, and came to Beersheba, 
and offered sacrifices to the God of 
his father Isaac. Ge 21:31; 28:10 
2 God spoke to Israel in visions 
of the night and said, “®Jacob, Jacob.” 
And he said, “Herel am.” — Ge 22:11;31.11 
3 He said, “8I am God, the God of 
your father; do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt, for I will make you a 
great nation there. Ge 17:1; 28:13 
4 “R] will go down with you to 
Egypt, and 81 will also surely bring 
you up again; and Joseph will close 
your eyes.” Ge 28:15; 48:21 © Ge 50:24; Ex 3:8 
5 Then Jacob arose from Beer- 
sheba; and the sons of Israel carried 
their father Jacob and their little ones 
and their wives in the }wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. Ge 45:21 
6 They took their livestock and 
their property, which they had ac- 
quired in the land of Canaan, and 
came to Egypt, Jacob and all his ™de- 
scendants with him: Lit seed 
7 his sons and his grandsons 
with him, his daughters and his 
granddaughters, and all his descen- 
dants he brought with him to Egypt. 


Those Who Came to Egypt 
8 Now these are the names of 
the sons of Israel, Jacob and his sons, 
who went to Egypt: Reuben, Jacob’s 
firstborn. Ex 1:1-4; Nu 26:4, 5; 1 Ch 2:1ff 
9 The sons of Reuben: Hanoch 
and Pallu and Hezron and Carmi. 
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10 The 8sons of Simeon: Jemuel 
and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin and 
Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaan- 
ite woman. Ex 6:15 

11 The sons of Levi: ?Gershon, Ko- 
hath, and Merari. In 1 Ch 6:16, Gershom 

12 The sons of Judah: Er and 
Onan and Shelah and Perez and 
Zerah (but Er and Onan died in 
the land of Canaan). And the 
Rgons Oof Perez were Hezron and 
Hamul. 1. Ch 2:5 

13 The sons of Issachar: Tola and 
Puvvah and Job and Shimron. 

14 The sons of Zebulun: Sered 
and Elon and Jahleel. 

15 These are the sons of Leah, 
whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan- 
aram, with his daughter Dinah; ‘all 
his sons and his daughters numbered 
thirty-three. Lit all the souls of 

16 The 8sons of Gad: 'Ziphion and 
Haggi, Shuni and Ezbon, Eri and Arodi 
and Areli. Nu 26:15-18 « In Nu 26:15, Zepon 

17 The ®sons of Asher: Imnah and 
Ishvah and Ishvi and Beriah and their 
sister Serah. And the ®sons of Beriah: 
Heber and Malchiel. 1 Ch 7:30 ¢ 1 Ch 7:31 

18 These are the sons of Zilpah, 
whom Laban gave to his daughter 
Leah; and she bore to Jacob these six- 
teen persons. 

19 The sons of Jacob’s wife 
Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 

20 Now to Joseph in the land of 
Egypt were born Manasseh and 
Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daugh- 
ter of Potiphera, priest of On, bore to 
him. Ge 41:50-52 

21 The ®sons of Benjamin: Bela 
and Becher and Ashbel, Gera and 
Naaman, Ehi and Rosh, Muppim and 
Huppim and Ard. 1Ch 7:6 

22 These are the sons of Rachel, 
who were born to Jacob; there were 
fourteen persons in all. 

23 The sons of Dan: Hushim. 

24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel 
and Guni and Jezer and Shillem. 

25 These are the sons of Bilhah, 
whom Laban gave to his daughter 
Rachel, and she bore these to Jacob; 
there were seven persons in all. 

26 RAll the persons belonging to 
Jacob, who came to Egypt, This direct 
descendants, not including the wives 
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of Jacob’s sons, were sixty-six per- 
sons 1n all, Ex 1:5 ¢ Lit who came out of his loins 

27 and the sons of Joseph, who 
were born to him in Egypt were two; 
all the persons of the house of Jacob, 
who came to Egypt, were seventy. 

28 Now he sent Judah before him 
to Joseph, to point out the way before 
him to ®Goshen; and they came into 
the land of Goshen. Ge 45:10 

29 Joseph prepared his chariot 
and went up to Goshen to meet his fa- 
ther Israel; as soon as he appeared 
Tbefore him, he fell on his neck and 
wept on his neck a long time. Lit to 

30 Then Israel said to Joseph, 
“Now let me die, since I have seen 
your face, that you are still alive.” 

31 Joseph said to his brothers and 
to his father’s household, “I will go 
up and tell Pharaoh, and will say to 
him, ‘My brothers and my father’s 
household, who were in the land of 
Canaan, have come to me; Ge 47:1 

32 andthe men are shepherds, for 
they have been keepers of livestock; 
and they have brought their flocks 
and their herds and all that they have’ 

33 “When Pharaoh calls you and 
says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 

34 you shall say, ‘Your servants 
have been keepers of livestock from 
our youth even until now, both we and 
our fathers, that you may live in the 
land of Goshen; for every shepherd is 
loathsome to the Egyptians.” 


Jacob’s Family Settles in Goshen 
4 Then 8Joseph went in and told 
Pharaoh, and said, “My father 

and my brothers and their flocks and 
their herds and all that they have, 
have come out of the land of Canaan; 
and behold, they are in the land of 
RGoshen.” Ge 46:31 © Ge 45:10; 46:28 
2 He took five men from among 

his brothers and presented them to 
Pharaoh. Ac 7:13 
3 Then Pharaoh said to. his 
brothers, “®What is your occupation?” 
So they said to Pharaoh, “Your ser- 
vants are kshepherds, both we and 
our fathers.” Ge 46:33 © Ge 46:34 
4 They said to Pharaoh, “We 
have come to sojourn in the land, for 
there is no pasture for your servants’ 
flocks, for the famine is severe in the 
land of Canaan. Now, therefore, 
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please let your servants live’ in the 
land of Goshen.” «\ Ge 15:13; De 26:5; Ps '105:23 

5 Then Pharaoh said to TJoseph, 
“Your father and your brothers have 
come to you. Lit Joseph, saying 

_ 6 “The land of Egypt is fat your 
disposal; settle your father and your 
brothers in the best of the land, let 
them ‘live in the land of Goshen; and 
if you know any ®capable men among 
them, then put them in charge of my 
livestock.” ‘Ex 18:21, 25; 1 Ki 11:28; Pr 22:29 

7 Then Joseph brought his father 
Jacob and presented him to Pharaoh; 
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How 
many years have you lived?” »: 

9 So Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The 
Ryears of my sojourning are one hun- 
dred and thirty; few and unpleasant 
have been the years of my life, nor 
have they attained ®the years that my 
fathers lived during the days of their 
sojourning.” He 11:9, 13 © Ge 25:7; 35:28 

10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, 
and went out from his presence. 

11 So Joseph settled his father 
and his brothers and gave them a pos- 
session in the land of Egypt, in the 
best of the land, in the land of Rame- 
ses, aS Pharaoh had ordered. Ge 47:6, 27 
y* 12 Joseph ®provided his father 

and his brothers and all his fa- 
ther’s household with ‘food, accord- 
ing to their little ones. Ge 45:11 Or bread 

13 Now there was no food in all 
the land, because the famine was very 
severe, so that ®the land of Egypt and 
the land of Canaan languished be- 
cause of the famine. Ge 41:30; Ac7:11 

14 Joseph gathered all the money 
that was found in the land of Egypt 
and in the land of Canaan for the 
grain which they bought, and Joseph 
brought the money into Pharaoh’s 
house. Ge 41:56 

15 When the money was all spent 
in the land of Egypt and in the land of 
Canaan, all the Egyptians came to 
Joseph and said, “Give us food, for 
Rwhy should we die in your presence? 
For our money is gone.” Ge 47:19 

16 Then Joseph said, “Give up 
your livestock, and I will give you 
food for your livestock, since your 
money ‘is gone.” Lit ceases 


47:6 Lit before you~ 47:12 


GENESIS 47:17 


17 So they brought their livestock 
to Joseph, and Joseph gave them 
Tfood in exchange for the horses and 
the flocks and the herds and the don- 
keys; and he "fed them with food in 
exchange for all their livestock that 
year. Or bread ® Lit led them as a shepherd 

18 When that year was ended, 
they came to him the next year and 
said to him, “We will not hide from my 
lord that our money is all spent, and 
the cattle are my lord’s. There is noth- 
ing left ‘for my lord except our bodies 
and our lands. Lit in the presence of 

19 “Why should we die before 
your eyes, both we and our land? Buy 
us and our land for ‘food, and we and 
our land will be slaves to Pharaoh. So 
give us seed, that we may live and not 
die, and that the land may not be des- 
olate.” Or bread 


Result of the Famine 

20 So Joseph bought all the land 
of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every Egypt- 
ian sold his field, because the famine 
was severe upon them. Thus the land 
became Pharaoh’s. 

21 As for the people, he removed 
them to the cities from one end of 
Egypt’s border to the other. 

22 Only the land of the priests he 
did not buy, for the priests had an al- 
lotment from Pharaoh, and they ‘lived 
off the allotment which Pharaoh gave 
them. Therefore, they did not sell their 
land. Lit ate their allotment 

23 Then Joseph said to the people, 
“Behold, I have today bought you and 
your land for Pharaoh; now, here is 
seed for you, and you may sow the 
land. 

24 “At the harvest you shall give a 
Rfifth to Pharaoh, and ‘four-fifths 
shall be your own for seed of the field 
and for your food and for those of 
your households and as food for your 
little ones.” Ge 41:34 Lit four parts 

25 So they said, “You have saved 
our lives! Let us find favor in the sight 
of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s 
slaves.” 

26 Joseph made it a statute con- 
cerning the land of Egypt valid to this 
day, that Pharaoh should have the 
fifth; only the land of the priests did 
not become Pharaoh’s. Ge 47:22 

27 Now Israel lived in the land of 
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Egypt, in Goshen, and they acquired 
property in it and were fruitful and 
became very numerous. Ge 47:11 

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
Rgeventeen years; so the length of 
Jacob’s life was one hundred and 
forty-seven years. Ge 47:9 

29 When the time for Israel to 
die drew near, he called his son 
Joseph and said to him, “Please, if I 
have found favor in your sight, ®place 
now your hand under my thigh and 
deal with me in kindness and Ffaith- 
fulness. Please do not bury me in 
Egypt, De 31:14; 1 Ki 2:1 © Ge 24:2 © Ge 24:49 

30 but when I 8lie down with my 
fathers, you shall carry me out of 
Egypt and bury me in their burial 
place.” And he said, “I will do as you 
have said.” Ge 15:15; De 31:16 

31 He said, “Swear to me.” So he 
swore to him. Then ®Israel bowed in 
worship at the head of the bed. 1 ki 1:47 


Israel’s Last Days 

AS Now it came about after these 
things that Joseph was told, 

“Behold, your father is sick.” So he 

took his two sons ®Manasseh and 

Ephraim with him. Ge 41:51, 52; Jos 14:4 

2 When it was told to Jacob, “Be- 
hold, your son Joseph has come to 
you,” Israel collected his strength and 
sat Tup in the bed. Lit upon the bed 

3 Then Jacob said to Joseph, 
“RGod Almighty appeared to me at 
RLuz in the land of Canaan and 
blessed me, Ge 28:13f; 35:9-12 © Ge 28:19; 35:6 

4 and He said to me, ‘Behold, I 
will make you fruitful and numerous, 
and I will make you a company of 
peoples, and will give this land to 
your ‘descendants after you for an 
everlasting possession.’ Lit seed* Ge 17:8 

5 “Now your two sons, who were 
born to you in the land of Egypt be- 
fore I came to you in Egypt, are mine; 
Ephraim and Manasseh shall be 
mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 

6 “But your offspring that have 
been born after them shall be yours; 
they shall be called by the names of 
their brothers in their inheritance. 

7 “Now as for me, when I came 
from *Paddan, Rachel died, to my sor- 
row, in the land of Canaan on the 
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journey, when there was still some 
distance to go to Ephrath; and I 
buried her there on the way to 
Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” Ge 33:18 
yr 8 When Israel saw Joseph’s 
sons, he said, “Who are these?” 
9 Joseph said to his father, 
“RThey are my sons, whom God has 
given me here.” So he said, “Bring 
them to me, please, that 8I may bless 
them.” Ge 33:5 © Ge 27:4 
_ 10 Now the eyes of Israel were so 
dim from age that he could not see. 
Then ‘Joseph brought them close to 
him, and he ®kissed them and em- 
braced them. Ge 27:1 © Lit he ¢ Ge 27:27 

11 Israel said to Joseph, “I never 
Texpected to see your face, and be- 
hold, God has let me see your ‘chil- 
dren as well.” Lit meditated, judged ° Lit seed 

12 Then Joseph ‘took them from 
his knees, and ®bowed with his face 
to the ground. Lit made them come out « Ge 42:6 

13 Joseph took them both, 
Ephraim with his right hand toward 
Israel’s left, and Manasseh with his 
left hand toward Israel’s right, and 
brought them close to him. 

14 But Israel stretched out his 
right hand and laid it on the head of 
Ephraim, who was the younger, and 
his left hand on Manasseh’s head, 
crossing his hands, although 
RManasseh was the firstborn. Ge 41:51, 52 

15 He blessed Joseph, and said, 

“RThe God before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac 
walked, 

RThe God who has been my 
shepherd all my life to this 
ay, Ge 17:1 © Ge 49:24 
16 The angel who has redeemed 
me from all evil, 
RBless the lads; 
And may my name live on in 
them, 
And the names of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac; 
And may they grow into a 
multitude in the midst of 
the earth.” He 11:21 + Ge 28:14; 46:3 

17 When Joseph saw that his fa- 
ther ®laid his right hand on Ephraim’s 
head, it displeased him; and he 
grasped his father’s hand to remove it 
from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s 
head. Ge 48:14 

18 Joseph said to his father, “Not 


GENESIS 49:6 


so, my father, for this one is the first- 
born. Place your right hand on his 


19 But his father refused and said, 
“I know, my son, I know; he also will 
become a people and he also will be 
great. However, his younger brother 
shall be greater than he, and his ™de- 
scendants shall become a ™multitude 
of nations.” Ge 28:14: 46:3 « Lit seed» Lit fullness 
_ 20 ®He blessed them that day, say- 
ing 
“By you Israel will pronounce 
blessing, saying, 
‘May God make you like 
Ephraim and Manasseh!’” 
Thus he put Ephraim before Man- 
asseh. He 11:21 
21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Be- 
hold, I am about to die, but God will 
be with you, and bring you back to the 
land of your fathers. Ge 26:3 
22 “I give you one portion more 
than your brothers, 'which I took 
from the hand of the Amorite with my 
sword and my bow.” Jos 24:32; Jo 4:5 


Israel’s Prophecy concerning His 
Sons 
4 Then Jacob summoned his sons 
and said, “Assemble yourselves 
that I may tell you what will befall you 
Rin the days to come. Nu 24:14 
2 “Gather together and hear, O 
sons of Jacob; 
And ®listen to Israel your 
father. Ps 34:11 
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn; 
My might and the beginning 
of my strength, 
Preeminent in dignity and 
preeminent in power. 
4 “Uncontrolled as water, you 
shall not have preeminence, 
Because you went up to your 
father’s bed; 
Then you defiled it—he went 
up to my couch. 
5 “RSimeon and Levi are 
brothers; 
Their swords are implements 
of violence. Ge 34:25-30 
6 “RLet my soul not enter into 
their council; ' 
Let not my glory be united 
with their assembly; 


Y% 48:8-10 
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Because in their anger they 
slew Tmen, 
And in their self-will they 
lamed oxen. Ps 64:2 © Lit aman 
7 “Cursed be their anger, for it is 
fierce; 
And their wrath, for it is cruel. 
I will disperse them in Jacob, 
And scatter them in Israel. 
8 “Judah, your brothers shall 
praise you; 
Your hand shall be on the 
neck of your enemies; 
RYour father’s sons shall bow 
down to you. Ge 27:29; 1 Ch 5:2 
9 “Judah is a ®lion’s whelp; 
From the prey, my son, you 
have gone up. 
He couches, he lies down as a 
lion, 
And as a lion, who dares 
rouse him up? Eze 19:5-7; Mi 5:8 
sf cg ip scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, 
Nor the ruler’s staff from 
between his feet, 
FUntil Shiloh comes, 
And to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples. 
11 “He ties his foal to the vine, 
And his donkey’s colt to the 
choice vine; 
®He washes his garments in 


wine, 
And his robes in the blood of 
grapes. De 8:7, 8; 2 Ki 18:32 ¢ Is 63:2 
12 “His eyes are ‘dull from wine, 
And his teeth white from 
milk. 
13 “8Zebulun will dwell at the 
seashore; 
And he shall be a haven for 


ships, 
And his flank shall be toward 
Sidon. De 33:18, 19 
14 “Issachar is a strong donkey, 
RLying down between the 
sheepfolds. Ju 5:16; Ps 68:13 
15 “When he saw that a resting 
place was good 
And that the land was 
pleasant, 
He bowed his shoulder to bear 
burdens, 
And became a slave at forced 


labor. 
16 “Dan shall judge his people, 
As one of the tribes of Israel. 


17 “Dan shall be a serpent in the 
way, 
A horned snake in the path, 
That bites the horse’s heels, 
So that his rider falls 
backward. 
18 “For Your salvation I wait, O 


LORD. 
19 “As for Gad, raiders shall raid 


him, 
But he will raid at their heels. 
20 “RAs for RAsher, his food shall 


be rich, 
And he will yield royal 
dainties. De 33:24, 25 © Ge 30:13 


21 “Naphtali is a doe let loose, 
He gives beautiful words. 

22 “Joseph is a fruitful ‘bough, 
A fruitful bough by a spring; 
Its branches run over a wall. 

3 “The archers bitterly attacked 


im, 
And shot at him and harassed 


him; 

24 But his }bow remained firm, 
And his arms were agile, 
From the hands of the Mighty 

One of Jacob 

(From there is the Shepherd, 
the Stone of Israel), — Job 29:20 

25 From &the God of your father 

who helps you, 

And by the Almighty who 
blesses you 

With ®blessings of heaven 
above, 

Blessings of the deep that lies 
beneath, 

Blessings of the breasts and of 
the womb. Ge 28:13; 32:9 « Ge 27:28 

26 “The blessings of your father 
Have surpassed the blessings 

of my ancestors 

Up to the utmost bound of the 
everlasting hills; 

May they be on the head of 
Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head 
of the one distinguished 
among his brothers. 

27 “Benjamin is a 'ravenous wolf; 
In the morning he devours the 

prey, 


449:10-Ac 13:23 49:10 Or Until he comes to 
Shiloh; or Until he comes to whom it belongs 
49:12 Or darker than 49:12 Or whiter than 
49:22 Lit son 49:22 Lit daughters 


eae 


And i x a evening he divides 

the oil. iP Lit a wolf that tears 

28 All ees are the twelve tribes 

of Israel, and this is what their father 
said to them Twhen he blessed them. 
He blessed them, every one with the 
blessing appropriate to him. Lit and 
29 Then he charged them and said 

to them, “I am about to be ®gathered 
to my people; bury me with my fa- 
thers in the cave that is in the field of 
Ephron the Hittite, Ge 25:8 ¢ Ge 47:30 
30 in the 8cave that is in the field 

of Machpelah, which is before 
Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought along with the field 
from Ephron the Hittite for a "burial 
site. Ge 23:3-20 © Lit possession of a burial place 
31 “There they buried Abraham 
and his wife ®Sarah, there they buried 
Isaac and his wife Rebekah, and there 
I buried Leah— Ge 25:9 © Ge 23:19 
32 the field and the cave that is in 

it, purchased from the sons of Heth.” 
33 When Jacob finished charging 
his sons, he drew his feet into the bed 
and ®breathed his last, and was ®gath- 
ered to his people. Ge 25:8; Ac 7:15 » Ge 49:29 


The Death of Israel 

5 Ono Joseph fell on his fa- 
ther’s face, and wept over 

him and kissed him. 

2 Joseph commanded his ser- 
vants the physicians to embalm his fa- 
ther. So the physicians embalmed 
Israel. 

3 Now forty days were ‘required 
for it, for such is the period required 
for embalming. And the Egyptians 
wept for him seventy days. Lit fulfilled 

4 When the days of mourning for 
him were past, Joseph spoke to the 
household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now 
I have found favor in your sight, 
please speak to Pharaoh, saying, 

5 ‘My father made me swear, 
saying, “Behold, I am about to die; in 
my grave Rwhich I dug for myself in 
the land of Canaan, there you shall 
bury me.” Now therefore, please let 
me go up and bury my father; then I 
will return.” 2. Ch 16:14; Is 22:16; Ma 27:60 

6 Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury 
your father, as he made you swear.” 

7 So Joseph went up to bury his 
father, and with him went up all the 
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his 
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household and all the elders of the 
land of Egypt, 

8 and all the household of Joseph 
and his brothers and: his. father’s 
household; they left only their little 
ones and their flocks and their herds 
in the land of Goshen. 

9 There also went up with him 
both chariots and horsemen; and it 
was avery great company. 

10 When they came to the thresh- 
ing floor of Atad, which is beyond the 
Jordan, they Rlamented there with a 
very great and ‘sorrowful lamenta- 
tion; and he observed seven days 
mourning for his father. c8:2 Lit heavy 

11 Now when the inhabitants of 
the land, the Canaanites, saw the 
mourning at the threshing floor of 
Atad, they said, “This is a grievous 
mourning for the Egyptians.” There- 
fore it was named Abel-mizraim, 
which is beyond the Jordan. Lit heavy 


Burial at Machpelah 

12 Thus his sons did for him as he 
had charged them; 

13 for his sons carried him to the 
land of Canaan and buried him in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah before 
Mamre, which Abraham had bought 
along with the field for a burial site 
from Ephron the Hittite. 

14 After he had buried his father, 
Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his 
brothers, and all who had gone up 
with him to bury his father. 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw 
that their father was dead, they said, 
“What if Joseph bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for 
all the wrong which we did to him!” 

16 So they ‘sent a message to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father charged 
before he died, saying, Lit commanded 

17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph, 
“Please forgive, I beg you, the trans- 
gression of your brothers and their 
sin, for they did you wrong.”’ And 
now, please forgive the transgression 
of the servants of the God of your fa- 
ther.” And Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. 

18 Then his brothers also came 
and fell down before him and said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” 
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ae 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do 
not be afraid, for am I in God’s 
place? 

20 “As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for 
good in order to bring about this 
present result, to preserve many peo- 
ple alive. 

21 “So therefore, do not be afraid; 
RJ will provide for you and your little 
ones.” So he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them. Ge 45:11; 47:12 


Death of Joseph 

22 Now Joseph stayed in Egypt, 
he and his father’s household, and 
Joseph lived one hundred and ten 
years. 

23 Joseph saw the third genera- 


tion of Ephraim’s sons; also the sons 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were 
Rborn on Joseph’s knees. Ge 30:3 

24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I 
am about to die, but God will surely 
take care of you and bring you up 
from this land to the land which He 
promised on oath to RAbraham, to 
Isaac and to Jacob.” — Ge 13:15, 17; 15:7, 8, 18 

25 Then Joseph made the sons of 
Israel swear, saying, “God will surely 
Ttake care of you, and you shall carry 
my bones up from here.” Or visit 

26 So Joseph died at the age of 
one hundred and ten years; and The 
was embalmed and placed in a coffin 
in Egypt. Lit they embalmed him ¢ Ge 50:2 
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Exopbus 


Author: Exodus has been attributed to 
Moses since the time of 

. Joshua (cf. 20:25; Jos 8:30- 
32), and there is a great deal 
of both internal and external 
evidence that supports Moses 
as the author. The claims in 
Joshua are backed by similar 
testimony from Malachi (4:4), 
the disciples Uo 1:45), Paul 
(Ro 10:5), and Christ (Mk 
(31050 12:26= Lk. 20°37" JO 
5:46-47; 7:19,22-23). Por- 
tions of the book itself claim 
the authorship of Moses (ch. 
May Sie S21 4as 20st 
QASANT SAD: B3U487384:1-27). 
The author of Exodus must 
have been a man familiar with 
the customs and climate of 
Egypt. Its consistency of style 
points to a single author and 
its ancient literary devices 
support its antiquity. 


Time: c. 1875-1445 B.c. 
Key Verse: Ex 19:5-6 


Israel Multiplies in Egypt 
Now these are the 8names of the 
sons of Israel who came to Egypt 
with Jacob; they came each one ‘with 
his household: Ge 46:8-27 * Lit and 


2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi and 
Judah; 

3 Issachar, Zebulun and Ben- 
jamin; 


4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and 
Asher. 

5 Allthe ™persons who came from 
the loins of Jacob were 8seventy ‘in 
number, but Joseph was already in 
Egypt. it souls « Ge 46:26, 27; De 10:22 ® Lit as to souls 

6 RJoseph died, and all his broth- 
ers and all that generation. Ge 50:26 

7 But the sons of Israel were 
fruitful and Tincreased greatly, and 


The main character of Exodus 
is clearly Moses. God gives 
him the job of leading the ex- 
odus from Egypt. Moses also 
takes on. the job of establish- 
ing, at God’s direction, the es- 
sential elements of the Jewish 
patterns of life and worship. 
He is simultaneously God’s 
designated representative of 
the people to God and God’s 
messenger and representative 
to the people. The critical 
events in. Exodus are the 
Passover and the giving of the 
Ten Commandments. The re- 
mainder of the Old Testament 
continually refers back to 
God’s deliverance of. Israel 
from Egypt and the law as de- 
livered at Sinai. In these 
events God’s identity and pur- 
pose is revealed. There are 
many signs and wonders. of 
His power. Aspects of His na- 
ture and His expectations of 
the people also become in- 
creasingly clear. 


Theme: 


multiplied, and became exceedingly 
Tmighty, so that the land was filled 
with them. Lit swarmed ¢ Or numerous 

8 Now a new king arose over 
Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 

9 RHe said to his people, “Behold, 
the people of the sons of Israel are 
more and mightier than we. Ps 105:24, 25 

10 “Come, let us ®deal wisely with 
them, or else they will multiply and in 
the event of war, they will also join 
themselves to those who hate us, and 
fight against us and ‘depart from the 
land.” Ac 7:19 ¢ Lit go up from 

11 So they appointed &task- 
masters over them to afflict them 
with hard labor. And they built for 
Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and 
RRaamses. Ge 15:13: Ex 3:7; 5:6 ¢ Ge 47:11 
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12 But the more they afflicted 
them, 8the more they multiplied and 
the more they ‘spread out, so that 
they were in dread of the sons of Is- 
rael. Ex 1:7 ¢ Lit broke forth 

13 The Egyptians compelled the 
sons of Israel to labor rigorously; 

14 and they made their lives bitter 
with hard labor in mortar and bricks 
and at all kinds of labor in the field, all 
their labors which they rigorously 
imposed on them. 

15 Then the king of Egypt spoke 
to the Hebrew midwives, one of 
whom ‘was named Shiphrah and the 
other was named Puah; _ Lit the name was 

16 and he said, “When you are 
helping the Hebrew women to give 
birth and see them upon the birth- 
stool, 8if it is ason, then you shall put 
him to death; but if it is a daughter, 
then she shall live.” Ac 7:19 

17 But the midwives ®feared God, 
and 8did not do as the king of Egypt 
had commanded them, but let the 
boys live. Ex 1:21; Pr 16:6 © Ac 4:18-20; 5:29 

18 So the king of Egypt called for 
the midwives and said to them, “Why 
have you done this thing, and let the 
boys live?” 

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, 
“Because the Hebrew women are not 
as the Egyptian women; for they are 
vigorous and give birth before the 
midwife ‘can get to them.” Lit comes to 

20 So 8God was good to the mid- 
wives, and the people multiplied, and 
became very mighty. Pr 11:18; Ec 8:12; He 6:10 

21 Because the midwives ®feared 
God, He 8established households for 
them. Ex 1:17 © 1 Sa 2:35; 2 Sa 7:11, 27; 1 Ki 2:24; 11:38 

22 Then Pharaoh commanded all 
his people, saying, “SEvery son who is 
born fyou are to cast into ®the Nile, 
and every daughter you are to keep 
alive.” Ac7:19 


The Birth of Moses 
oe Now a man from &the house of 
Levi went and ‘married a 
daughter of Levi. Ex 6:16, 18, 20 © Lit took 
2 The woman conceived and 
bore a son; and when she saw "that 
he was ®beautiful, she hid him for 
three months. Lit him that * Ac 7:20: He 11:23 
3 But when she could hide him 
no longer, she got him a Fwicker 


Tpasket and covered it over with tar 
and pitch. Then she put the child into 
it and set it among the Rreeds by the 
bank of the Nile. Is 18:2 ¢ Or chest ¢ Is 19:6 

4 RHis sister stood at a distance 
to Tfind out what would "happen to 
him. Ex 15:20; Nu 26:59 ¢ Lit know Lit be done 

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came 
down &to bathe at the Nile, with her 
maidens walking alongside the Nile; 
and she saw the basket among the 
reeds and sent her maid, and she 
brought it to her. Ex 7:15; 8:20 © Or chest 

6 When she opened it, she saw 
the child, and behold, the "boy was 
crying. And she had pity on him and 
said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ 
children.” Heb saw it, the child « Or lad 

7 Then his sister said to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and 
call 7a nurse for you from the Hebrew 
women that she may nurse the child 
for you?” Lit a woman giving suck 

8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Go ahead.” So the girl went and 
called the child’s mother. 

9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said 
to her, “Take this child away and 
nurse him for me and I will give you 
your wages.” So the woman took the 
child and nursed him. 

10 The child grew, and _ she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter 
and he became her son. And she 
named him Moses, and said, “Because 
I drew him out of the water.” 

11 Now it came about in those 
days, .when Moses had grown up, 
that he went out to his brethren and 
looked on their hard labors; and he 
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, 
one of his brethren. Ac 7:23; He 11:24-26 

12 So he looked this way and that, 
and when he saw there was no one 
around, he struck down the Egyptian 
and hid him in the sand. 

13 He went out ®the next day, and 
behold, two Hebrews were "fighting 
with each other; and he said to the of- 
fender, “Why are you striking your 
companion?” Ac 7:26-28 ¢ Or quarreling 

14 But he said, ““Who made you a 
"prince or a judge over us? Are you in- 
tending to kill me as you killed the 
Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and 


Y% 115-22 1:22 Some versions insert to the 
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said, “Surely the matter has become 
known.” Ge 19:9; Ac 7:27, 28 ¢ Lit man, a prince 


Moses Escapes to Midian 

15 When Pharaoh heard of this 
matter, he tried to kill Moses. But 
Moses fled from the presence of 
Pharaoh and settled in the land of 
Midian, and he sat down by a well. 

- 16 Now &the priest of Midian had 
seven daughters; and they came to 
draw water and filled the troughs to 
water their father’s flock. Ex 3:1; 18:12 

17 Then the shepherds came and 
drove them away, but 8Moses stood 
up and helped them and watered their 
flock. Ge 29:3, 10 

18 When they came to ®Reuel 
their father, he said, “Why have you 
come back so soon today?” Ex 3:1; Nu 10:29 

19 So they said, “An Egyptian de- 
livered us from the hand of the shep- 
herds, and what is more, he even drew 
the water for us and watered the 
flock.” 

20 He said to his daughters, 
“Where is he then? Why is it that you 
have left the man behind? Invite him 
to have something to eat.” 

21 ®Moses was willing to dwell 
with the man, and he gave his 
daughter Zipporah to Moses. — 47:29 

22 Then she gave birth to 8a son, 
and he named him Gershom, for he 
said, “I have been a 'sojourner in a 
foreign land.” Ex 4:20; 18:3, 4 « Heb ger 

23 Now it came about in the 
course of those many days that the 
king of Egypt died. And the sons of Is- 
rael ®sighed because of the bondage, 
and they cried out; and ®their cry for 
help because of their bondage rose up 
to God. Ex 6:5, 9 © Ex 3:7, 9; De 26:7; Jam 5:4 

24 So God heard their groaning; 
and God remembered His covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

25 God saw the sons of Israel, and 
God took notice of them. 


The Burning Bush 
y Now Moses was pasturing the 
{ys flock of 8Jethro his father-in- 
law, the priest of Midian; and he led 
the flock to the west side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. Ex 2:18; 4:18; 18:12; Nu 10:29 
2 The angel of the Lorp ap- 
peared to him in a blazing fire from 
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the midst of Ta Sbush; and he looked, 
and behold, the bush: was. burning 
with fire, yet the bush was not con- 
sumed. Lit the * De 33:16; Mk 12:26; Lk 20:37; Ac 7:30 

_3 So Moses said, “I-must turn 
aside now and see this marvelous 
sight, why the bush is not burned up.” 

4 When the Lorp saw that he 
turned aside to look, 8God called to 
him from the midst of the bush and 
said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, 
“Here Iam.” Ex 4:5 

5 Then He said, “Do not come 
near here; remove your sandals from 
your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.” 

6 He said also, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
Then Moses hid his face, for he was 
Rafraid to look at God. Ju 13:22; Re 1:17 

7 The Lorp said, “I have surely 
seen the affliction of My people who 
are in Egypt, and have given heed to 
their cry because of their taskmasters, 
for 1am aware of their sufferings. 

8 “So I have come down &to de- 
liver them from the power of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up from 
that land to a good and spacious land, 
to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanite 
and the Hittite and the Amorite and 
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. Ge 15:13-16: 46:4; 50:24, 25; Ex 6:6-8; 12:51 

9 “Now, behold, ®the cry of the 
sons of Israel has come to Me; fur- 
thermore, I have seen the oppression 
with which the Egyptians are op- 
pressing them. Ex 2:23 


The Mission of Moses 

10 “Therefore, come now, and I 
will send you to Pharaoh, so that you 
may bring My people, the sons of Is- 
rael, out of Egypt.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “8Who 
am IJ, that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
that I should bring the sons of Israel 
out of Egypt?” Ex 4:10; 6:12; 1 Sa 18:18 

12 And He said, “Certainly I will 
be with you, and this shall be the sign 
to you that it is 1 who have sent you: 
Rwhen you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, 8you shall worship God 
at this mountain.” = Ex 19:1 « Ex 19:2, 3; Ac 7:7 


Y 2:21-22  $3:1-6 
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y* 13 Then Moses said to God, “Be- 
hold, Iam going to the sons of Is- 
rael, and I will say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you.’ 
Now they may say to me, ‘What is His 
name?’ What shall I say to them?” 

14 God said to Moses, “fl AM 
WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you 
shall say to the sons of Israel, "I AM 
has sent me to you.” 

15 God, furthermore, said to 
Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons 
of Israel, ‘““The Lorp, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
sent me to you.’ This is My name for- 
ever, and this is My memorial-name 
to all generations. Ex 3:6, 13 

16 “Go and ®gather the elders of 
Israel together and say to them, ‘The 
Lorp, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
has appeared to me, saying, “I am in- 
deed concerned about you and what 
has been done to you in Egypt. Ex 4:29 

17 “So I said, I will bring you up 
out of the affliction of Egypt to the 
land of the Canaanite and the Hittite 
and the Amorite and the Perizzite and 
the Hivite and the Jebusite, to a land 
Rflowing with milk and honey.”’ Ex 3:8 

18 “8They will pay heed to what 
you say; and ®you with the elders of 
Israel will come to the king of Egypt 
and you will say to him, ‘The Lorp, 
the God of the Hebrews, has met with 
us. So now, please, let us go a three 
days’ journey into the wilderness, that 
we may sacrifice to the Lorp our 
God,’ Ex 4:31 © Ex 5:1 Ex 5:3: 8:27 

19 “But I know that the king of 
Egypt ®will not permit you to go, ®ex- 
cept under compulsion. Ex 5:2 © Ex 6:1 

20 “So I will stretch out My hand 
and strike Egypt with all My miracles 
which I shall do in the midst of it; and 
after that he will let you go. 

21 “I will grant this people favor 
in the sight of the Egyptians; and it 
shall be that when you go, you will not 
go empty-handed. 

22 “But every woman shall ask 

of her neighbor and the woman 
who lives in her house, articles of sil- 
ver and articles of gold, and clothing; 
and you will put them on your sons 
and daughters. Thus you will plunder 
the Egyptians.” Ge 15:14; Ex 11:2: 12:35 
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Moses Given Powers 
»%, A Then Moses said, “What if they 
yy will not believe me or listen to 
what I say? For they may say, ‘The 
Lorp has not appeared to you.” 
2 The Lorp said to him, “What is 
that in your hand?” And he said, “RA 
staff.” Ex 4:17, 20 
3 Then He said, “Throw it on the 
ground.” So he threw it on the ground, 
and Rit became a serpent; and Moses 
fled from it. Ex 7:10-12 
4 But the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand and grasp it 
by its tail”—so he stretched out his 
hand and caught it, and it became a 
staff in his "hand— Lit palm 
5 “that they may believe that 
Rthe Lorp, the God of their fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, has appeared 
to you.” Ex 4:31; 19:9 ¢ Ge 28:13; 48:15; Ex 3:6, 15 
rg AY The Lorp furthermore said to 
him, “Now put your hand into your 
bosom.” So he put his hand into his 
bosom, and when he took it out, be- 
hold, his hand was leprous like snow. 
7 Then He said, “Put your hand 
into your bosom again.” So he put his 
hand into his bosom again, and when 
he took it out of his bosom, behold, it 
was restored like the rest of his flesh. 
8 “If they will not believe you or 
Theed the ‘witness of the first sign, 
they may believe the 'witness of the 
last sign. Lit listen to © Lit voice © Lit voice 
9 “But if they will not believe 
even these two signs or heed what 
you say, then you shall take some 
water from the Nile and pour it on the 
dry ground; and the water which you 
take from the Nile will become blood 
on the dry ground.” Ex 7:19, 20 
10 Then Moses said to the Lorp, 
“Please, Lord, 8I have never been elo- 
quent, neither recently nor in time 
past, nor since You have spoken to 
Your servant; for Iam slow of speech 
and slow of tongue.” Ex 3:11; 4:1; 6:12: Je 1:6 
11 The Lorp said to him, “Who 
has made man’s mouth? Or who 
makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or 
blind? Is it not I, the Lorp? 
12 “Now then go, and I, even I, will 


% 3:13-14 3:14 Related to the name of God, 
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be with your mouth, and teach you 
what you are to say. 

--13 But he said, Please, Lord, now 
Tgsend the message by whomever You 
will.” Lit send by the hand which You send 


Aaron to Be Moses’ Mouthpiece 

14 Then the anger of the Lorp 
burned against Moses, and He said, 
“Is there not your brother Aaron the 
Levite? I know that he speaks fluently. 
And moreover, behold, ®he is coming 
out to meet you; when he sees you, he 
will be glad in his heart. Ex 4:27 

15 “You are to speak to him and 
put the words in his mouth; and I, 
even I, will be with your mouth and 
his mouth, and I will teach you what 
you are to do. 

16 “Moreover, ®he shall speak for 
you to the people; and he will be as a 
mouth for you and you will be as God 
to him. Ex 7:1,2 

17 “You shall take in your hand 
Rthis staff, }with which you shall per- 
form the signs.” Ex 4:2, 20; 17:9 « Ex 7:9-20; 14:16 

18 Then Moses departed and re- 
turned to ‘Jethro ®his father-in-law 
and said to him, “Please, let me go, 
that I may return to my brethren who 
are in Egypt, and see if they are still 
alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go 
in peace.” Heb Jether ¢ Ex 2:21; 3:1 

19 Now the Lorp said to Moses in 
Midian, “Go "back to Egypt, for all 
the men who were seeking your life 
are dead.” Lit return © Ex 2:15, 23 

20 So Moses took his wife and his 
Rgons and mounted them on a donkey, 
and returned to the land of Egypt. 
Moses also took the staff of God in his 
hand. Ex 18:3, 4; Ac 7:29 

21 The Lorp said to Moses, 
“When you go back to Egypt see that 
you perform before Pharaoh all the 
wonders which I have put in your 
power; but I will harden his heart so 
that he will not let the people go. 

22 “Then you. shall say to 
Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “Israel 
is My son, My firstborn. 

23 “So I said to you, ‘Let My son 
go that he may serve Me’; but you 
have refused to let him go. Behold, I 
will kill your son, your firstborn.”’” 

24 Now it came about at the lodg- 
ing place on the way that the Lorp 
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met him-and ®sought to put him to 
death. Nu 22:22 
yw 25 Then Zipporah took *a flint 
and cut off her’ son’s foreskin 

and threw it at Moses’ feet, and she 
said, “You are indeed a bridegroom of 
blood to me.” Ge 17:14; Jos 5:2, 3 

26 So He let him alone: At that 
time she said, “You are a bridegroom 
of blood”—"because of the circumci- 

ion Lit with reference to 

27 ®Now the Lorp said to Aaron, 
“Go to meet Moses in the wilderness.” 
So he went and met him at the moun- 
tain of God and kissed him. Ex 4:14 

28 ®Moses told Aaron all the 
words of the Lorp with which He had 
sent him, and all the signs that He had 
commanded him to do. Ex 4:15f 

29 Then Moses and Aaron went 
and Rassembled all the elders = he 
sons of Israel; 

30. and RAaron spoke all the woras 
which the Lorp had spoken to Moses. 
He then performed the 8signs in the 
sight of the people. Ex'4:15, 16 © Bx 4:1-9 

31 So the people believed; and 
when they heard that the Lorp was 
concerned about the sons of Israel 
and that He had seen their affliction, 
then they bowed low and worshiped. 


Israel’s Labor Increased —. 
And afterward Moses and Aaron 
came and said to Pharaoh, “®Thus 
says the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
‘Let My people go that they may cele- 
brate a feast to Me in the wilder- 
ssi? Ex 3:18 

2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the 
Lorp that I should obey His voice to 
let Israel go? I do not know the Lorp, 
and besides, I will not let Israel go.” 

3 Then they said, “8The God of 
the Hebrews has met with us. Please, 
let us go a three days’ journey into the 
wilderness that we may sacrifice to 
the Lorp our God, otherwise He will 
fall upon us with pestilence or with 
the sword.” Ex 3:18 

4 But the king of Egypt said to 
them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you 
draw the people away from their 
work? Get back to your labors!” 

5 Again Pharaoh said, “Look, 
Rthe people of the land are now many, 
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and you would have them cease from 
their labors!” Ex 1:7,9 

6 Sothe same day Pharaoh com- 
manded the taskmasters over the peo- 
ple and their foremen, saying, 

7 “You are no longer to give the 
people straw to make brick as previ- 
ously; let them go and gather straw 
for themselves. i 

8 “But the quota of bricks which 
they were making previously, you 
shall impose on them; you are not to 
reduce any of it. Because they are 
Rlazy, therefore they cry out, ‘Let us 
go and sacrifice to our God.’ Ex 5:17 

9 “Let the labor be heavier on the 
men, and let them work at it so that 
they will pay no attention to false 
words.” 

10 So ®the taskmasters of the peo- 
ple and their foremen went out and 
spoke to the people, saying, “Thus 
says Pharaoh, ‘I am not going to give 
you any straw. Ex 1:11; 3:7; 5:6 

11 ‘You go and get straw for your- 
selves wherever you can find it, but 
none of your labor will be reduced.” 

12 So the people — scattered 
through all the land of Egypt to 
gather stubble for straw. 

13 The taskmasters pressed them, 
saying, “Complete your work quota, 
Tyour daily amount, just as when you 
had straw.” Lit the matter of a day inits day 

14 Moreover, 8the foremen of the 
sons of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s 
taskmasters had set over them, were 
beaten and were asked, “Why have 
you not completed your required 
amount either yesterday or today in 
making brick as previously?” Ex 5:6 

15 Then the foremen of the sons 
of Israel came and cried out to 
Pharaoh, saying, “Why do you deal 
this way with your servants? 

16 “There is no straw given to 
your servants, yet they keep saying to 
us, ‘Make bricks!’ And behold, your 
servants are being beaten; but it is the 
fault of your own people.” 

17 But he said, “You are 8&lazy, 
very lazy; therefore you Say, ‘Let us go 
and sacrifice to the Lorp,’ Ex 5:8 

18 “So go now and work; for you 
will be given no straw, yet you must 
deliver the quota of bricks.” 

19 The foremen of the sons of Is- 
rael saw that they were in trouble be- 
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cause they were told, “You must not 
reduce your daily amount of bricks.” 

20 When they left Pharaoh’s pres- 
ence, they met Moses and Aaron as 
they were waiting for them. 

21 RThey said to them, “May the 
Lorp look upon you and judge you, 
for you have made ‘us odious in 
Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight of his 
servants, to put a sword in their hand 
to kill us.” Ex 14:11; 15:24; 16:2 © Ge 16:5; 31:53 

22 Then Moses returned to the 
Lorp and said, “O Lord, why have You 
brought harm to this people? Why did 
You ever send me? 

23 “Ever since I came to Pharaoh 
to speak in Your name, he has done 
harm to this people, Sand You have not 
delivered Your people at all.” Ex 3:8 


God Promises Action 
Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Now you shall see what I will do 
to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he 
will let them go, and under compul- 
sion he will drive them out of his 
land.” Ex 3:19, 20; 7:4, 5; 11:1; 12:31, 33, 39; 13:3 

2 God spoke further to Moses 
and said to him, “I am the Lorp; 

3 and I appeared to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, 
but by My name, FLorp, I did not 
make Myself known to them. 

4 “I also established My 
covenant with them, to give them the 
land of Canaan, the land in which 
they sojourned. 

5 “Furthermore I have Sheard the 
groaning of the sons of Israel, because 
the Egyptians are holding them in 
bondage, and I have remembered My 
covenant. Ex 2:24 

6 “Say, therefore, to the sons of 
Israel, ‘I am the Lorp, and I will bring 
you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from 
their bondage. I will also redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with 
great judgments. 

7 ‘Then I will take you for My 
people, and I will be your God; and 
Ryou shall know that I am the Lorp 
your God, who brought you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

8 ‘I will bring you to the land 


95:21 Lit our savor to stink 6:3 Heb YHWH, usually 
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which I swore to give to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to 
you for a possession; I am the Lorp.’” 
So Moses spoke thus to the 
sons of Israel, but they did not listen 
to Moses on Raccount of their despon- 
dency and cruel bondage. Ex 2:23 
10 Now the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 
11 “Go, "tell Pharaoh king of 
Egypt ‘to let the sons of Israel go out of 
his land.” Ex 4:22, 23 « Lit speak to « Lit that he let 
12 But Moses spoke before the 
Lorp, saying, “Behold, the sons of Is- 
rael have not listened to me; how 
then will Pharaoh listen to me, for I 
am unskilled in speech?” © Ex 4:1, 10; 6:30 
‘13 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and to Aaron, and gave them a charge 
to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, to bring the sons of Is- 
rael out of the land of Egypt. 


The Heads of Israel 

14 These are the heads of their fa- 
thers’ households. The sons of 
Reuben, Israel’s firstborn: Hanoch 
and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi; these 
are the families of Reuben. 

15 The 8sons of Simeon: Jemuel 
and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin and 
Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaan- 
ite woman; these are the families of 
Simeon. Ge 46:10; 1 Ch 4:24 

16 These are the names of the 
sons of Levi according to their gen- 
erations: Gershon and Kohath and 
Merari; and the length of Levi’s life 
was one hundred and thirty-seven 
years. 

17 ®The sons of Gershon: 'Libni 
and Shimei, according to their fami- 
lies. Nu 3:18-20; 1 Ch 6:17-19 ¢ In 1 Ch 23:7, Ladan 

18 The sons of Kohath: Amram 
and Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel; 
and the length of Kohath’s life was 
one hundred and thirty-three years. 

19 The sons of Merari: Mahli and 
Mushi. These are the families of the 
Levites according to their genera- 
tions. Nu 3:20; 1 Ch 6:19; 23:21 
yw 20 Amram married his father’s 

sister Jochebed, and she bore 
him Aaron and Moses; and the 
Tlength of Amram’s life was one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven years. Lit years 

21 The sons of Izhar: Korah and 
Nepheg and Zichri. Nu 16:1; 1 Ch 6:37, 38 
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22 The sons of Uzziel: Mishael 
and 'Elzaphan and Sithri. Le 10:4; Nu 3:30 

23 Aaron married Elisheba, the 
daughter of Amminadab, the sister 
of Nahshon, and she bore him 
RNadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Itha- 
mMar. Le 10:1; Nu 3:2; 26:60; 1 Ch 6:3; 24:1 

24 The sons of Korah: Assir and 
Elkanah and Abiasaph; these are the 
families of the Korahites. 

25 Aaron’s son 8Eleazar married 
one of the daughters of Putiel, and she 
bore him ®Phinehas. These are the 
heads of the fathers’ households of 
the Levites according to their fami- 
lies. Jos 24:33 ¢ Nu 25:7-13; Jos 24:33; Ps 106:30 

26 It was the same Aaron and 
Moses to whom the Lorp said, 
“RBring out the sons of Israel from the 
land of Egypt according to their 
Rhosts.” Ex 3:10; 6:13 ¢ Ex 7:4; 12:17, 51 

27 They were the ones Rwho 
spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt 
Tabout bringing out the sons of Israel 
from Egypt; it was the same Moses 
and Aaron. Ex 5:1 ¢ Lit to bring out 

28 Now it came about on the day 
when the Lorp spoke to Moses in the 
land of Egypt, 

29 that the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, “RI am the Lorp; ®speak to 
Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I speak 
to you.” Ex 6:2, 6,8 © Ex 6:11; 7:2 

30 But Moses said before the 
Lorp, “Behold, I am unskilled in 
speech; how then will Pharaoh listen 
to me?” Ex 4:10; 6:12; Je 1:6 


“J Will Stretch Out My Hand” 
»4.=7Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Ys “RSee, I make you as God to 
Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron 
shall be your prophet. Ex 4:16 
2 “You shall speak all that I com- 
mand you, and your brother 8Aaron 
shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the 
sons of Israel go out of his land. Ex 4:15 
3 “But I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart that I may multiply My signs 
and My wonders in the land of Egypt. 
4 “When Pharaoh does not listen 
to you, then I will lay My hand on 
Egypt and bring out My hosts, My 
people the sons of Israel, from the 
land of Egypt by great judgments. 
5 “The Egyptians shall know that 
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I am the Lorp, when I stretch out My 
hand on Egypt and bring out the sons 
of Israel from their midst.” 

6 So Moses and Aaron did it; as 
the Lorp commanded them, thus they 
did. Ge 6:22; 7:5; Ex 7:2 

7 Moses was Reighty years old 
and Aaron eighty-three, when they 
spoke to Pharaoh. De 29:5; 31:2; 34:7; Ac 7:23, 30 


Aaron’s Rod Becomes a Serpent 
8 Now the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and Aaron, saying, 
»%.9 “When Pharaoh speaks to 
‘you, saying, ‘Work a miracle,’ 
then you shall say to Aaron, ‘®Take 
your staff and throw it down before 
Pharaoh, that it may become a Ser- 
pent.” Is 7:11; Jo 2:18; 6:30 © Ex 4:2, 17 

10 So Moses and Aaron came to 
Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the 
Lorp had commanded; and Aaron 
threw his staff down before Pharaoh 
and This servants, and it }became a 
serpent. Lit before his ¢ Ex 4:3; 7:9 

11 Then Pharaoh also called for 
the wise men and the sorcerers, and 
they also, the magicians of Egypt, did 
the same with their secret arts. 

12 For each one threw down his 
staff and they turned into serpents. 
But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their 
staffs. 

13. Yet Pharaoh’s heart was Thard- 
ened, and he did not listen to them, as 
the Lorp had said. Lit strong 


Water Is Turned to Blood 
14 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Pharaoh’s heart is ‘stubborn; he re- 
fuses to let the people go. or nara; lit heavy 
15 “Go to Pharaoh in the morning 
as he is going out to the water, and 
station yourself to meet him on the 
bank of the Nile; and you shall take in 
your hand *the staff that was turned 
into a serpent. Ex 2:5; 8:20 © Ex 4:2, 3; 7:10 
16 “RYou shall say to him, ‘The 
Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, sent 
me to you, saying, “Let My people go, 
that they may serve Me in the wilder- 
ness. But behold, you have not lis- 
tened until now.” Ex 3:13, 18; 4:22; 5:1 
17 “Thus says the Lorp, “By this 
you shall know that I am the Lorp: 
behold, I will strike the water that is in 
the Nile with the staff that is in my 
hand, and it will be turned to blood. 
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18 “The fish that are in the Nile 
will die, and the Nile will ™become 
foul, and the Egyptians will 8find dif- 
ficuity in drinking water from the 

PR Ex 7:21 ¢ Le. have a bad smell 

19 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and 
stretch out your hand over the waters 
of Egypt, over their rivers, over their 
Tstreams, and over their pools, and 
over all their reservoirs of water, that 
they may become blood; and there 
will be blood throughout all the land 
of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and 
in vessels of stone.’ Or canals 

20 So Moses and Aaron did even 
as the Lorp had commanded. And he 
lifted up ®the staff and struck the 
water that was in the Nile, in the sight 
of Pharaoh and in the sight of his ser- 
vants, and all the water that was in 
the Nile was turned to blood. — Ex175 

21 The fish that were in the Nile 
died, and the Nile became foul, so that 
the Egyptians could not drink water 
from the Nile. And the blood was 
through all the land of Egypt. 

22 But the magicians of Egypt 
did the same with their secret arts; and 
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
did not listen to them, as the Lorp had 
said. Ex 7:11; 8:7 * Or soothsayer priests 

23 Then Pharaoh turned and went 
into his house Twith no concern even 
for this. Lit and he did not set his heart even to this 

24 So all the Egyptians dug 
around the Nile for water to drink, for 
they could not drink of the water of 
the Nile. 

25 Seven days "passed after the 


Lorp had struck the Nile. Lit were futfitied 


Frogs over the Land 
Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Go 
to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp, “kLet My people go, 
that te may serve Me. &x 3:18; 4:23; 5:1,3 
2 “But if you refuse to let them 
go, behold, I will smite your whole ter- 
ritory with frogs. 

3 “The Nile will swarm with 
frogs, which will come up and go into 
your house and into your bedroom 
and on your bed, and into the houses 
of your servants and on your people, 
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and into your ovens and into your 
kneading bowls. ~ Ps 105:30 

4 “So the frogs will come up on 
you and your people and all your ser- 
vants.”’” 

5 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘8Stretch out your 
hand with your staff over the rivers, 
over the ‘streams and over the pools, 
and make frogs come up on the land 
of Egypt,” Ch 8:1 in He e Ex 7:19 © Or canals 

6 So Aaron stretched out his 
hand over the waters of Egypt, and 
the §frogs came up and covered the 
land of Egypt. Ps 78:45: 105:30 

7 ®The magicians did the same 
with their secret arts, making frogs 
come up on the land of Egypt. Ex 7:11,22 

8 Then Pharaoh F&called for 
Moses and Aaron and said, “Entreat 
the Lorp that He remove the frogs 
from me and from my people; and I 
will let the people go, that they may 
sacrifice to the LORD.” Ex 8:25; 9:27; 10:16 

9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “'The 
honor is yours to tell me: when shall I 
entreat for you and your servants and 
your people, that the frogs be 'de- 
stroyed from you and your houses, 
that they may be left only in the 
Nile?” Lit Glory over me « Lit cut off 

10 Then he said, “Tomorrow.” So 
he said, “May it be according to your 
word, that you may know that there is 
no one like the Lorpb our God. 

11 “The ®frogs will depart from 
you and your houses and your Ser- 
vants and your people; they will be 
left only in the Nile.” Ex 8:13 

12 Then Moses and Aaron went 
out from Pharaoh, and ®Moses cried 
to the Lorp concerning the frogs 
which He had Jinflicted upon 
Pharaoh. Ex 8:30; 9:33; 10:18 * Lit placed 

13 The Lorp did according to the 
word of Moses, and the frogs died out 
of the houses, the courts, and the 
fields. 

14 So they piled them in heaps, 
and the land became foul. 

15 But when Pharaoh saw that 
there was relief, he ‘hardened his 
heart and &did not listen to them, as 
the Lorp had said. Lit made heavy ¢ Ex 7:4 


The Plague of Insects 
16 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff 
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and strike the dust of the earth, that it 
may become Fgnats through all the 
land of Egypt,” 

17 They did so; and Aaron 
stretched out his hand with his staff, 
and struck the dust of the earth, and 
there were gnats on man and beast. 
All the dust of the earth became gnats 
through all the land of Egypt. 

18 The magicians tried with their 
secret arts to bring forth gnats, but 
Rthey could not; so there were gnats 
on man and beast. Ex 7:11, 12; 8:7; 9:11 

19 Then the magicians said to 
Pharaoh, “®This is the finger of God.” 
But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 
and he did not listen to them, as the 
Lorp had said. Ex 7:5; 10:7; Ps 8:3; Lk 11:20 

20 Now the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Rise early in the morning and pres- 
ent yourself before Pharaoh, as he 
comes out to the water, and say to 
him, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “Let My 
people go, that they may serve Me. 

21 “For if you do not let My people 
go, behold, I will send swarms of flies 
on you and on your servants and on 
your people and into your houses; and 
the houses of the Egyptians will be 
full of swarms of flies, and also the 
ground on which they dwell. 

22 “RBut on that day I will set 
apart the land of Goshen, where My 
people are living, so that no swarms 
of flies will be there, in order that you 
may know that I, the Lorpb, am in the 
midst of the land. Ex 9:4, 6, 24; 10:23; 11:7 

23 “I will "put a division between 
My people and your people. Tomor- 
row this sign will occur.”’” 

24 Then the Lorp did so. And 
there came great swarms of flies into 
the house of Pharaoh and the houses 
of his servants and the land was ®laid 
waste because of the swarms of flies 
in all the land of Egypt. Ps 78:45; 105:31 

25 Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your 
God within the land.” 

26 But Moses said, “It is not right 
to do so, for we will sacrifice to the 
Lorp our God what is 8an abomina- 
tion to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice 
what is an abomination to the Egyp- 
tians before their eyes, will they not 
then stone us? Ge 43:32: 46:34; De 7:25f 
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27 “We must go a ®three days’ 
journey into the wilderness and sacri- 
fice to the Lorp our God as He 'com- 
mands us.” Ex 3:18; 5:3 ¢ Lit says to us 

28 Pharaoh said, “®I will let you 
go, that you may sacrifice to the Lorp 
your God in the wilderness; only you 
shall not go very far away. Make sup- 
plication for me.” Ex 8:8, 15, 29, 32 

29 Then Moses said, “Behold, I am 
going out from you, and I shall make 
supplication to the Lorp that the 
swarms of flies may depart from 
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people tomorrow; only do not let 
Pharaoh deal deceitfully again in not 
letting the people go to sacrifice to the 
Lorp.” Ex 8:8, 15 

30 So RMoses went out from 
Pharaoh and made supplication to the 
Lorp. Ex 8:12 

31 The Lorp did as Moses asked, 
and removed the swarms of flies from 
Pharaoh, from his servants and from 
his people; not one remained. 

32 But Pharaoh ‘hardened his 
heart this time also, and ®he did not let 
the people go. Lit made heavy ¢ Ex 4:21; 8:8, 15 


Egyptian Cattle Die 
Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Go 
to Pharaoh and speak to him, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, the God of the 
Hebrews, “®Let My people go, that 
they may serve Me. Ex 4:23; 8:1 

2 “For 8if you refuse to let them 
go and continue to holdthem, = Ex8:2 

3 behold, 8the hand of the Lorp 
will come with a very severe pesti- 
lence on your livestock which are in 
the field, on the horses, on the don- 
keys, on the camels, on the herds, and 
on the flocks.  &x7:4; 1 Sa 5:6; Ps 39:10; Ac 13:11 

4 “RBut the Lorp will make a dis- 
tinction between the livestock of Is- 
rael and the livestock of Egypt, so that 
Rnothing will die of all that belongs to 
the sons of Israel.”’” Ex 8:22 © Ex 9:6 

5 The Lorp set a definite time, 
saying, “Tomorrow the Lorp will do 
this thing in the land.” 

6 So the Lorp did this thing on 
the next day, and all the livestock of 
Egypt died; ®but of the livestock of the 
sons of Israel, not one died. Ex 9:4 

7 Pharaoh sent, and behold, 
there was not even one of the live- 
stock of Israel dead. But ®the heart of 
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Pharaoh was "hardened, and he did 
not let the people 20. Ex 7:14; 8:32 ¢ Lit heavy 


The Plague of Boils 

8 Then the Lorp said to Moses 
and Aaron, “Take for yourselves 
handfuls of soot from a kiln, and let 
Moses throw it toward the sky in the 
sight of Pharaoh. 

9 “It will become fine dust over 
all the land of Egypt, and will become 
Rpoils breaking out with sores on man 
and beast through all the land of 
Egypt.” De 28:27; Re 16:2 

10 So they took soot from a kiln, 
and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses 
threw it toward the sky, and it became 
boils breaking out with sores on man 
and beast. 

11 The magicians could not stand 
before Moses because of the boils, for 
the boils were on the magicians as 
well as on all the Egyptians. 

12 And &the Lorp — hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not listen 
to them, just as the Lorp had spoken 
to Moses. Ex 4:21; 10:1, 20; 14:8; Jos 11:20; Jo 12:40 

13. Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RRise up early in the morning and 
stand before Pharaoh and say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, the God of the 
Hebrews, “8Let My people go, that 
they may serve Me. Ex 8:20 © Ex 4:23 

14 “For this time I will send all My 
plagues on you and your servants 
and your people, so that you may 
know that there is no one like Me in 
all the earth. Lit to your heart 

15 “For if by now I had put forth 
My hand and struck you and your 
people with pestilence, you would 
then have been cut off from the earth. 

16 “But, indeed, ®for this reason I 
have allowed you to ‘remain, in order 
to show you My power and in order to 
proclaim My name through all the 
earth. Pr 16:4; Ro 9:17 « Lit stand 

17 “Still you exalt yourself against 
My people by not letting them go. 


The Plague of Hail 
18 “Behold, about this time tomor- 
row, ®I will ‘send a very heavy hail, 
such as has not been seen in Egypt 
from the day it was founded Tuntil 
NOW. Ex 9:23, 24 « Lit cause to rain ¢ Lit and until now 
19 “Now therefore send, bring 


- the land of Egypt.” 
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®your livestock and whatever you 
have in the field to safety. Every man 
and beast that is found in the field and 
is not brought home, when the hail 
comes down on them, will die.”’” Ex 9:6 

20 ®The one among the servants 
of Pharaoh who feared the word of 
the Lorp made his servants and his 
livestock flee into the houses; © pr 13:13 

21 but he who paid no regard to 
the word of the Lorp “left his servants 
and his livestock in the field. 

22 Now the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand toward the 
sky, that Shail may fall on all the land 
of Egypt, on man and on beast and on 
every plant of the field, throughout 
Re 16:21 
23 Moses stretched out his staff 


- toward the sky, and the Lorp ‘sent 
- Tthunder and hail, and fire ran down 


to the earth. And the Lorp rained hail 
on the land of Egypt. Lit gave ¢ Lit sounds 

24 So there was hail, and fire 
Tflashing continually in the midst of 
the hail, very severe, such as had not 
been in all the land of Egypt since it 
became a nation. Lit taking hold of itself 

25 The hail struck all that was in 
the field through all the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast; the hail also 
struck every plant of the field and 
shattered every tree of the field. 

26 ROnly in the land of Goshen, 
where the sons of Israel were, there 
was no hail. Ex 8:22; 9:4, 6; 11:7 

27 Then Pharaoh 8sent for Moses 
and Aaron, and said to them, “I have 
sinned this time; the Lorp is the right- 
eous one, and I and my people are the 
wicked ones. Ex 8:8 

28 “RMake supplication to the 
Lorp, for there has been enough of 
God’s "thunder and hail; and 81 will 
let you go, and you shall stay no 
longer.” Ex 8:8, 28; 10:17 * Lit sounds ¢ Ex 8:25; 10:8, 24 

29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I 
go out of the city, I will spread out my 
hands to the Lorp; the thunder will 
cease and there will be hail no longer, 
that you may know that the earth is the 
Lorp’s. 1 Ki 8:22, 38; Ps 143:6; Is 1:15 

30 “But as for you and your ser- 
vants, I know that you do not yet fear 
the Lorp God.” Ex 8:29 © Is 26:10 

31 (Now the flax and the ®barley 
were ruined, for the barley was in the 
ear and the flax was in bud. Rw 1:22; 2:23 
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32 But the wheat and the spelt 
were not ruined, for they ripen late.) 

33 ®So Moses went out of the city 
from Pharaoh, and spread out his 
hands to the Lorp; and the thunder 
and the hail ceased, and rain no 
longer poured on the earth. &x8:12: 9:29 

34 But when Pharaoh saw that the 
rain and the hail and the thunder had 
ceased, he sinned again and hardened 
his heart, he and his servants. 

35 Pharaoh’s heart was thard- 
ened, and he did not let the sons of Is- 
rael go, just as the 3Lorp had spoken 
through Moses. Lit strong © Ex 4:21 


The Plague of Locusts 

] Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Go to Pharaoh, for I have 

Fhardened his heart and the heart of 

his servants, that I may perform these 

signs of Mine among them, 

2 and that you may tell in the 
hearing of your son, and of your 
grandson, how I made a mockery of 
the Egyptians and how I performed 
My signs among them, ®that you may 
know that I am the Lorp.” Ex 7:5, 17 

3. Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says 
the Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, 
‘How long will you refuse to humble 
yourself before Me? ®Let My people 
go, that they may serve Me. Ex 4:23 

4 ‘For if you refuse to let My peo- 
ple go, behold, tomorrow I will bring 
locusts into your territory. 

5 ‘They shall cover the surface of 
the land, so that no one will be able to 
see the land. 8They will also eat the 
rest of what has escaped—what is left 
to you from the hail—and they will eat 
every tree which sprouts for you out 
of the field. Joel 1:4; 2:25 

6 ‘Then your houses shall be 
filled and the houses of all your ser- 
vants and the houses of all the Egyp- 
tians, something which neither your 
fathers nor your grandfathers have 
seen, from the day that they came 
upon the earth until this day.’” And he 
turned and went out from Pharaoh. 

7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, 
“How long will this man be a snare to 
us? Let the men go, that they may 


10:1 Lit made heavy 
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serve the Lorp their God. Do you not 
realize that Egypt is destroyed?” 

8 So Moses and Aaron "were 
brought back to Pharaoh, and he said 
to them, “Go, serve the Lorp your 
God! ™TWho are the ones that are 
going?” Ex 8:8 ¢ Ex 8:25 ¢ Lit Who and who are 

9 Moses said, “We shall go with 
our young and our old; with our sons 
and our daughters, with our flocks 
and our herds we shall go, for we 
must hold a feast to the LorD.” Ex 10:26 

10 Then he said to them, “Thus 
may the Lorp be with you, Tif ever I 
let you and your little ones go! Take 
heed, for evil is in your mind. Lit when! 

11 “Not so! Go now, the men 
among you, and serve the Lorp, for 
Tthat is what you desire.” So ®they 
were driven out from Pharaoh’s pres- 
ence. Lit you desire it ¢ Ex 10:28 

12 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RStretch out your hand over the land 
of Egypt for the locusts, that they may 
come up on the land of Egypt and ®eat 
every plant of the land, even all that 
the hail has left.” Ex 7:19 © Ex 10:5, 15 

13 So Moses stretched out his 
staff over the land of Egypt, and the 
Lorp directed an east wind on the 
land all that day and all that night; 
and when it was morning, the east 
wind ‘brought the locusts. Lit carried 

14 The locusts came up over all 
the land of Egypt and settled in all the 
territory of Egypt; they were very ™nu- 
merous. There had never been so 
many locusts, nor would there be so 
many ‘again. Lit heavy « Lit after them 

15 For they covered the surface of 
the whole land, so that the land was 
darkened; and they ate every plant of 
the land and all the fruit of the trees 
that the hail had left. Thus nothing 
green was left on tree or plant of the 
field through all the land of Egypt. 

16 Then Pharaoh hurriedly 
Realled for Moses and Aaron, and he 
said, “8 have sinned against the Lorp 
your God and against you. Ex 8:8 « Ex 9:27 

17 “Now therefore, please forgive 
my sin only this once, and make sup- 
plication to the Lorp your God, that 
He would only remove this death 
from me.” Ex 8:8, 28; 9:28; 1 Ki 13:6 

18 He went out from Pharaoh and 
made supplication to the Lorp. 

19 So the Lorp shifted the wind to 


a very strong west wind which took 
up the locusts and drove them into the 
FRed Sea; not one locust was left in all 
the territory of Egypt. 

20 But the Lorp hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the 
sons of Israel go. Ex 4:21; 11:10 


Darkness over the Land 
21 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RStretch out your hand toward the 
sky, that there may be darkness over 
the land of Egypt, even a darkness 
Rwhich may be felt.” Ex 9:22 © De 28:29 
22 So Moses stretched out his 
hand toward the sky, and there was 
Rthick darkness in all the land of 
Egypt for three days. Ps 105:28; Re 16:10 
23 They did not see one another, 
nor did anyone rise from his place for 
three days, but all the sons of Israel 
had light in their dwellings. Ex 8:22 
24 Then Pharaoh 8called to 
Moses, and said, “Go, serve the Lorp; 
only let your flocks and your herds be 
detained. Even ®your little ones may 
go with you.” Ex 8:8, 25 © Ex 10:10 
25 But Moses said, “You must also 
Tlet us have sacrifices and burnt of- 
ferings, that we may sacrifice them to 
the Lorp our God. Lit give into our hand 
26 “Therefore, our livestock too 
shall go with us; not a hoof shall be 
left behind, for we shall take some of 
them to serve the Lorp our God. And 
until we arrive there, we ourselves do 
not know with what we shall serve 
the Lorp.” Ex 10:9 
27 But the Lorp hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not will- 
ing to let them go. Ex 4:21; 10:20; 14:4, 8 
28 Then Pharaoh said to him, 
“RGet away from me! Beware, do not 
see my face again, for in the day you 
see my face you shall die!” Ex 10:11 
29 Moses said, “You are right; I 
shall never see your face again!” 


The Last Plague 
] Now the Lorp said to Moses, 
“One more plague I will bring 
on Pharaoh and on Egypt; ®after that 
he will let you go from here. When he 
lets you go, he will surely drive you 
out from here completely. Ex 12:31, 33, 39 
2 “Speak now in the Thearing of 


10:19 Lit Sea of Reeds 
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the people that each man ask from 
his neighbor and each woman from 
her neighbor for articles of silver and 
articles of gold.” Lit ears « Ex 3:22: 12:35, 36 
3 ®The Lorp gave the people 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 
RFurthermore, the man Moses himself 
was greatly esteemed in the land of 
Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh’s 
servants and in the sight of the peo- 
ple. Ex 3:21; 12:36; Ps 106:46 © De 34:10-12 
4 Moses said, “Thus says the 
Lorp, ‘About 8midnight I am going 
out into the midst of Egypt, Ex 12:29 
5 and Rall the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt shall die, from the first- 
born of the Pharaoh who sits on his 
throne, even to the firstborn of the 
slave girl who is behind the mill- 
stones; all the firstborn of the cattle 
as Well. — Ex 12:12, 29; Ps 78:51; 105:36; 135:8; 136:10 
6 ‘Moreover, there shall be 8a 
great cry in all the land of Egypt, such 
as there has not been before and such 
as shall never be again. Ex 12:30 
7 ‘But against any of the sons of 
Israel a dog will not even bark, 
whether against man or beast, that 
you may ‘understand how the Lorp 
makes a distinction between Egypt 
and Israel.’ Ex 8:22; Jos 10:21 
8 “All these your servants will 
come down to me and bow them- 
selves before me, saying, ‘Go out, you 
and all the people who follow you,’ 
and after that I will go out.” And he 
went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 
9 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RPharaoh will not listen to you, so 
Rthat My wonders will be multiplied 
in the land of Egypt.” Ex 7:4 © Ex 7:3 
10 Moses and Aaron performed 
all these wonders before Pharaoh; yet 
the Lorp Thardened Pharaoh’s heart, 
and he did not let the sons of Israel go 
out of his land. Ex 4:21 ¢ Lit made strong 


The Passover Lamb _ 
] Now the Lorp said to Moses 
and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

2 “This month shall be the begin- 
ning of months for you; it is to be the 
first month ofthe yearto you. 

3 “Speak to all the congregation 
of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this 
month they are each one to take a 
Tlamb for themselves, according to 
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their fathers’ households, a Tlamb for 
Teach household. Or kid © Or kid ¢ Lit the 

4 ‘Now if the household is too 
small for a ‘lamb, then he and his 
neighbor nearest to his house are to 
take one according to the Tnumber of 
persons in them; according to what 
each man should eat, you are to di- 
vide the lamb. Or kid ¢ Or amount 

5 ‘Your ‘lamb shall be Ran un- 
blemished male a year old; you may 
take it from the sheep or from the 
goats. Or kid ¢ Le 22:18-21; 23:12; He 9:14; 1 Pe 1:19 

6 ‘You shall keep it until the 
Rfourteenth day of the same month, 
then the whole assembly of the con- 
gregation of Israel is to kill it at twi- 
light. Ex 12:14, 17; Le 23:5; Nu 9:1-3, 11; 28:16 

7 ‘RMoreover, they shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the 
two doorposts and on the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. Ex 12:22 

8 “They shall eat the flesh 8that 
same night, roasted with fire, and 
they shall eat it with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. — Ex 34:25; Nu 9:12 

9 ‘Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled at all with water, but rather 
Rroasted with fire, both its head and 
its legs along with its entrails. Ex 12:8 

10 ‘And you shall not leave any 
of it over until morning, but whatever 
is left of it until morning, you shall 
burn with fire. Ex 16:19; 23:18; 34:25 

11 ‘Now you shall eat it in this 
manner: with your loins girded, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand; and you shall eat it in 
haste—it is the Lorp’s Passover. 

12 ‘For I will go through the land 
of Egypt on that night, and will strike 
down all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will ex- 
ecute judgments—I am the Lorp. | 
w* 13 ‘The blood shall be a sign 

for you on the houses where you 
Tlive; and when I see the blood I will 
pass over you, and no plague will be- 
fall you to destroy you when | strike 
the land of Egypt. He 11:28 ¢ Lit are 


Feast of Unleavened Bread 

14 ‘Now this day will be 8a memo- 
rial to you, and you shall celebrate it 
as a feast to the Lorp; throughout 


3% 12:13 
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your generations you are to celebrate 
it as a permanent ordinance. 

15 ‘Seven days you shall eat un- 
leavened bread, but on the first day 
you shall remove leaven from. your 
houses; for whoever eats anything 
leavened from the first day until the 
seventh day, 8that person shall be cut 
off from Israel. Ge 17:14; Ex 12:19; Nu 9:13 

16 ‘8On the first day you shall 
have a holy assembly, and another 
holy assembly on the seventh day; no 
work at all shall be done on them, ex- 
cept what must be eaten ‘by every 
person, that alone may be prepared 
by yOu. — Le 23:7, 8; Nu 28:18, 25 « Lit pertaining to 

17 ‘You shall also observe the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this 
very day I brought your hosts out of 
the land of Egypt; therefore you shall 
observe this day throughout your gen- 
erations as a permanent ordinance. 

18 ‘8In the first month, on the four- 
teenth day of the month at evening, 
you shall eat unleavened bread, until 
the twenty-first day of the month at 
evening. Ex 12:2; Le 23:5-8; Nu 28:16-25 

19 ‘Seven days there shall be no 
leaven found in your houses; for who- 
ever eats what is leavened, that ®per- 
son shall be cut off from the 
congregation of Israel, whether he is 
an alien or a native of the land. 

20 ‘You shall not eat anything 
leavened; in all your dwellings you 
shall eat unleavened bread.” 

21 Then Moses called for all the 
elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 
and ®take for yourselves lambs ac- 
cording to your families, and slay the 
Passover lamb. Nu 9:4; He 11:28 « Ex 12:3 

22 “RYou shall take a bunch of 
hyssop and dip it in the blood which is 
in the basin, and apply some of the 
blood that is in the basin to the lintel 
and the two doorposts; and none of 
you shall go outside the door of his 
house until morning. Ex 12:7 


A Memorial of Redemption 

23 “For 8the Lorp will pass 
through to smite the Egyptians; and 
when He sees the blood on the lintel 
and on the two doorposts, the Lorp 
will pass over the door and will not 
allow the destroyer to come in to your 
houses to smite you. Ex 11:4; 12:12, 13 

24 “And you shall observe this 
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event as an ordinance for you and 
your children forever. — Ex 12:14, 17; 13:5, 10 

25 “When you enter the land 
which the Lorp will give you, as He 
has promised, you shall observe this 
Trite. Lit spoken ¢ Lit service 

26 “RAnd when your children say 
to you, ‘What does this rite mean to 
you?’ Ex 10:2; 13:8, 14, 15; De 32:7; Jos 4:6; Ps 78:6 

27 you shall say, ‘It is a Passover 
sacrifice to the Lorp who passed over 
the houses of the sons of Israel in 
Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, 
but spared our homes.” And the peo- 
ple bowed low and worshiped. 

28 Then the sons of Israel went 
and did so; just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 

29 Now it came about at ®mid- 
night that the Lorp struck all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from 
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on 
his throne to the firstborn of the cap- 
tive who was in the dungeon, and all 
the firstborn of ®cattle.  £x 11:45 Ex 96 

30 Pharaoh arose in the night, he 
and all his servants and all the Egyp- 
tians, and there was 8a great cry in 
Egypt, for there was no home where 
there was not someone dead. Ex 11:6 

31 Then ®he called for Moses and 
Aaron at night and said, “Rise up, get 
out from among my people, both you 
and the sons of Israel; and go, wor- 
ship the Lorp, as you have said. Exs:8 

32 “Take ®both your flocks and 
your herds, as you have said, and go, 
and bless me also.” Ex 10:9, 26 


Exodus of Israel 
33 The Egyptians urged the peo- 
ple, to send them out of the land in 
haste, for they said, “We will all be 
dead.” Ex 10:7; 11:1; 12:39; Ps 105:38 
34 So the people took their 
dough before it was leavened, with 
their kneading bowls bound up in the 
clothes on their shoulders. Ex 12:39 
35 RNow the sons of Israel had 
done according to the word of Moses, 
for they had requested from the Egyp- 
tians articles of silver and articles of 
gold, and clothing; &x 3:21, 22: 11:2, 3: Ps 105:37 
36 and the Lorp had given the 
people favor in the sight of the Egyp- 
tians, so that they let them have their 
request. Thus they ®plundered the 
Egyptians. Ex 3:22 


37 Now the 8sons of Israel jour- 
neyed from Rameses to. Succoth, 
about six hundred thousand men on 
foot, aside from children. Nu 33:3, 5 

38 A ®mixed multitude also went 
up with them, along with flocks and 
herds, a ®very large number of live- 
stock. Nu 11:4 Ex 17:3; Nu 20:19; 32:1; De 3:19 

39 They baked the dough which 
they had brought out of Egypt into 
cakes of unleavened bread. For it had 
not become leavened, since they were 
driven out of Egypt and could not 
delay, nor had they ‘prepared any 
provisions for themselves. Lit made 

40 Now the time that the sons of 
Israel lived in Egypt was four hun- 
dred and thirty years. 

41 And at the end of four hundred 
and thirty years, to ®the very day, Rall 
the hosts of the Lorp went out from 
the land of Egypt. Ex 12:17 ¢ Ex 3:8, 10: 6:6 


Ordinance of the Passover 
42 ®It is a night to be observed for 
the Lorp for having brought them out 
from the land of Egypt; this night is 
for the Lorp, 'to be observed by all 
the sons of Israel throughout their 
generations. Ex 13:10; 34:18; De 16:1 « Or of vigil 
43 The Lorp said to Moses and 
Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the 
Passover: no ‘foreigner is to eat of it; 
44 but every man’s slave pur- 
chased with money, after you have 
circumcised him, then he may eat of 
it. Ge 17:12, 13; Le 22:11 
45 “RA sojourner or a hired ser- 
vant shall not eat of it. Le 22:10 
46 “It is to be eaten in a single 
house; you are not to bring forth 
any of the flesh outside of the house, 
nor are you to break any bone of it. 
47 “RAll the congregation of Israel 
are to celebrate this. Ex 12:6; Nu 9:13, 14 
48 “But 8if a stranger sojourns 
with you, and celebrates the Passover 
to the Lorp, let all his males be cir- 
cumcised, and then let him come near 
to celebrate it; and he shall be like a 
native of the land. But no uncircum- 
cised person may eat of it. Nu 9:14 
49 “RThe same law shall apply to 
the native as to the stranger who so- 
journs among you.” Le 24:22; Nu 15:15, 16, 29 
50 Then all the sons of Israel did 
so; they did just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses and Aaron. 
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51 And on that same day the Lorp 
brought the sons of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt by their hosts. 


Consecration of the Firstborn 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Sanctify to Me every firstborn, 
the first offspring of every womb 
among the sons of Israel, both of man 
and beast; it belongs to Me.” 

3 Moses said to the people, “Re- 
member this day in which you went 
out from Egypt, from the house of 
slavery; for by a powerful hand the 
Lorp brought you out from this place. 
And nothing leavened shall be eaten. 

4 “On this day in the month of 
Abib, you are about to go forth. 

5 “It shall be when the Lorp 
brings you to the land of the Canaan- 
ite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite 
and the Jebusite, which He swore to 
your fathers to give you, a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey, that you 
shall observe this rite in this month. 

6 “For seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, and on the seventh 
day there shall be a feast to the Lorb. 

7 “Unleavened bread shall be 
eaten throughout the seven days; and 
nothing leavened shall be seen among 
you, nor shall any leaven be seen 
among you in all your borders. 

8 “RYou shall tell your son on 
that day, saying, ‘It is because of what 
the Lorp did for me when I came out 
of Egypt!’ Ex 10:2; 12:26f; 13:14; Ps 44:1 

9 “And it shall serve as a sign to 
you on your hand, and as a reminder 
on your forehead, that the law of the 
Lorp may be in your mouth; for with 
Ra powerful hand the Lorp brought 
you out of Egypt. Ex 13:3 

10 “Therefore, you shall ®keep this 
ordinance at its appointed time from 

Tyear to year. Ex 12:24, 25; 13:5 « Lit days to days 

11 “Now when &the Lorp brings 
you to the land of the Canaanite, as 

He swore to you and to your fathers, 

and gives it to you, Ex 13:5 

12 you shall ™devote to the Lorp 
the first Toffspring of every womb, 
and the first offspring of every beast 
that you own; the males belong to the 

LorD. Lit cause to pass over ® Lit opening 


12:43 Lit son of astranger 412:46-Jo 19:36 
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13 “But 8every first offspring of a 
donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, 
but if you do not redeem it, then you 
shall break its neck; and Revery first- 
born of man among your sons you 
shall redeem. Ex 34:20; Nu 18:15 © Nu 3:46 

14 “And it shall be when your son 
asks you in time to come, saying, 
‘What is this?’ then you shall say to 
him, ‘“With a powerful hand the Lorp 
brought us out of Egypt, from the 
house of ‘slavery. Ex 13:3, 9 ¢ Lit slaves 

15 ‘It came about, when Pharaoh 
was stubborn about letting us go, that 
the Lorp killed every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of 
man and the firstborn of beast. 
Therefore, I sacrifice to the Lorp the 
males, the first offspring of every 
womb, but every firstborn of my sons 
I redeem.’ 

16 “So Rit shall Tserve as a sign on 
your hand and as 'phylacteries on 
your forehead, for with a powerful 
hand the Lorp brought us out of 
Egypt.” Ex 13:9; De 6:8 « Lit be for Or frontlet-bands 


God Leads the People 

17 Now when Pharaoh had let the 
people go, God did not lead them by 
the way of the land of the Philistines, 
even though it was near; for God said, 
“RThe people might change. their 
minds when they see war, and return 
to Egypt.” Ex 14:11, 12; Nu 14:1-4; De 17:16 

18 Hence God led the people 
around by the way of the wilderness 
to the 7Red Sea; and the sons of Israel 
went up 8in martial array from the 
land of Egypt. Lit Sea of Reeds * Jos 1:14; 4:12, 13 

19 Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him, for he had made the 
sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, 
“God will surely take care of you, and 
you shall carry my bones from here 
with you.” Ge 50:24, 25; Jos 24:32: Ac 7:15, 16 
1520 Then they set out from ®Suc- 

coth and camped in Etham on the 
edge of the wilderness. — Ex 12:37; Nu 33:6 

21 The Lorp was going before 
them in a pillar of cloud by day to 
lead them on the way, and in a pillar 
of fire by night to give them light, 
that they might travel by day and by 
night. 

22 He did not take away the pillar 
of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, from before the people. 
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Pharaoh in Pursuit 
l Now the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Tell the sons of Israel to turn 
back and camp before 8Pi-hahiroth, 
between ®Migdol and the sea; you 
shall camp in front of Baal-zephon, 
opposite it, by the sea. Nu 33:7 ¢ Je 44:1 

3 “For Pharaoh will say of the 
sons of Israel, ‘They are wandering | 
aimlessly in the land; the wilderness 
has shut them in, 

4 “Thus I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and ®he will chase after them; 
and I will be honored: through 
Pharaoh and all his army, and the 
Egyptians will know that I am the 
Lorp.” And they did so. Ex 14:23 

5 When the king of Egypt was 
told that the people had fled, 
TPharaoh and his servants had a 
change of heart toward the people, — 
and they said, “What is this we have — 
done, that we have let Israel go from 
serving US?” Lit the heart of Pharaoh...was changed 

6 So he made his chariot ready © 
and took his people with him; 

7 and he took six hundred select 
chariots, and all the other chariots of — 
Egypt with officers over all of them. 

8 The Lorp hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he 
chased after the sons of Israel as the 
sons of Israel were going out boldly. 

Then the Egyptians chased 
after them with all. the horses and | 
chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen 
and his army, and they overtook them 
camping by the sea, ®beside Pi-hahi- 
roth, in front of Baal-zephon. Ex 142 

0 As Pharaoh drew near, the 
sons of Israel looked, and behold, the 
Egyptians were marching after them, 
and they became very frightened; ®so 
the sons of Israel cried out to the 
Lorpb. Jos 24:7; Ne 9:9; Ps 34:17; 107:6 

11 Then ®they said to Moses, “Is it 
because there were no graves in 
Egypt that you have taken us away to 
die in the wilderness? Why have you 
dealt with us in this way, bringing us 
out of Egypt? Ex 5:21; 15:24; 16:2; Ps 106:7,8 

12 “Is this not the word that we 
spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave 
us alone that we may serve the Egyp- 
tians’? For it would have been better 


#13:20-22 


77 


for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the wilderness.” Ex 6:9 


The Sea Is Divided 

13 But Moses said to the people, 
“Do not fear! Stand by and see the 
salvation of the Lorp which He will 
accomplish for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you have seen today, 
you will never see them again forever. 

14 “The Lorp will fight for you 
while ®you keep silent.” Is 30:15 

15 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Why are you crying out to Me? Tell 
the sons of Israel to go forward. 

16 “As for you, lift up your staff 
and stretch out your hand over the 
sea and divide it, and the sons of Is- 
rael shall 'go through the midst of the 
sea on dry land. Lit enter the 

17 “As for Me, behold, 8! will 
Tharden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them; and I 
will be honored through Pharaoh and 
all his army, through his chariots and 
his horsemen. Ex 14:4, 8 ¢ Lit make strong 

18 “8Then the Egyptians will 
know that I am the Lorp, when I am 
honored through Pharaoh, through 
his chariots and his horsemen.” Ex 14:25 

19 ®The angel of God, who had 
been going before the camp of Israel, 
moved and went behind them; and the 
pillar of cloud moved from before 
them and stood behind them. Ex 13:21, 22 

20 So it came between the camp 
of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and 
there was the cloud ‘along with the 
darkness, yet it gave light at night. 
Thus the one did not come near the 
other all night. Lit and the darkness 

21 ®Then Moses stretched out his 
“fs hand over the sea; and the Lorp 
Tgwept the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night and turned the sea 
into dry land, so the waters were di- 
vided. Ex 7:19; 14:16 © Lit caused to go 

22 The sons of Israel ‘went 
through the midst of the sea on the 
dry land, and ®the waters were like a 
wall to them on their right hand and 
on their left. Lit entered the © Ex 14:29; 15:8 

23 Then the Egyptians took up the 
pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his 
chariots and his horsemen went in 
after them into the midst of the sea. 

24 At the morning watch, ®the 
Lorp looked down on the army of the 
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Egyptians through the pillar of fire 
and cloud and brought the army of 
the Egyptians into confusion. — Ex 13:21 

25 He ‘caused their chariot 
wheels to swerve, and He made them 
drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians 
said, “Let Tus flee from Israel, ®for the 
Lorp is fighting for them against the 
Egyptians.” or removed « Lit me « Ex 14:4, 14, 18 

26 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RStretch out your hand over the sea 
so that the waters may come back 
over the Egyptians, over their chari- 
ots and their horsemen.” Ex 14:16 

27 So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and 8the sea re- 
turned to its normal state at daybreak, 
while the Egyptians were fleeing 
Tright into it; then the Lorp ‘over- 
threw the Egyptians in the midst of 
the sea. Jos 4:18 ¢ Lit to meet it © Lit shook off 

28 The waters returned and cov- 
ered the chariots and the horsemen, 
even Pharaoh’s entire army that had 
gone into the sea after them; not even 
one of them remained. 

29 But the sons of Israel walked 
on Rdry land through the midst of the 
sea, and the waters were like a wall to 
them on their right hand and on their 
left. Ex 14:22; Ps 66:6: Is 11:15 

30 Thus the Lorp saved Israel that 
day from the hand of the Egyptians, 
and Israel 8saw the Egyptians dead 
on the seashore. Ps 58:10; 59:10 

31 When Israel saw the great 
power which the Lorp had used 
against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the Lorp, and they believed in 
the Lorp and in His servant Moses. 


The Song of Moses and Israel 
l Then Moses and the sons of Is- 
rael sang this song to the Lorp, 
and said, 
“T will sing to the Lorp, for He 
is highly exalted; 
RThe horse and its rider He has 
hurled into the sea. Je 51:21 
2 “8The Lorp is my strength and 


song, 

And He has become my 
salvation; 

This is my God, and I will 
praise Him; 


#14:21-30 
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My father’s God, and I will 
extol Him. Ps 18:1, 2; Is 12:2; Hab 3:18f 
3 “The Lorp is a warrior; 
The Lorp is His name. 
4 “RPharaoh’s chariots and his 
army He has cast into the 


sea; 

And the choicest of his 
officers are ‘drowned in the 
FRed Sea. Ex 14:6, 7, 17, 28 « Lit sunk 

5 “The deeps cover them; 

They went down into the 
depths like a stone. 

6 “8Your right hand, O Lorp, is 
majestic in power, 

Your right hand, O Lorp, 
shatters the enemy. Ex 3:20: 6:1 

7 “And in the greatness of Your 
excellence You 8overthrow 
those who rise up against 


You; 
RYou send forth Your burning 
anger, and it consumes them 
as chaff. Ex 14:27 « Ps 78:49, 50 
8 “At the blast of Your nostrils the 
waters were piled up, 
RThe flowing waters stood up 
like a heap; 
The deeps were congealed in 
the heart of the sea. ps 78:13 
9 “The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, 
I will overtake, I will divide 
the spoil; 
My desire shall be gratified 
against them; 
I will draw out my sword, my 
hand will destroy them’ 
10 “®You blew with Your wind, the 
sea covered them; 
They sank like lead in the 
mighty waters. Ex 14:27, 28 
11 “Who is like You among the 
gods, O Lorp? 
Who is like You, ®majestic in 
holiness, 
Awesome in praises, working 
wonders? Is 6:3; Re 4:8 
12 “You stretched out Your right 
hand, 
The earth scree them. 
13 “In Your lovingkindness You 
have 8led the people whom 
You have redeemed; 
In Your strength You have 
guided them to Your holy 


habitation. Ne 9:12; Ps 77:20 
14 “The peoples have heard, they 
tremble; 
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Anguish has gripped the 
inhabitants of Philistia. 


15 “Then the ®chiefs of Edom were | 


dismayed; 

The leaders of Moab, 
trembling grips them: 

All the inhabitants of Canaan 
have melted away. Ge 36:15, 40 

16 “Terror and dread fall upon 
them; 

By the greatness of Your arm 
they are motionless as 
stone; 

Until Your people pass over, O 
Lorp, 

Until the people pass over 
whom You have purchased. 


17 “kYou will bring them and plant | 


them in the mountain of 
Your inheritance, 

The place, O Lorp, which You 
have made for Your 
dwelling, 

RThe sanctuary, O Lord, which 
Your hands have 
established. Ex 23:20; 32:34 « Ps 78:69 

18 “8The Lorp shall reign forever 
and ever.” _ Ps 10:16; 29:10; Is 57:15 
19 8For the horses of Pharaoh 


with his chariots and his horsemen | 


went into the sea, and the Lorp 
brought back the waters of the sea on 
them, but the sons of Israel walked on 
Rdry land through the midst of the 
sea. Ex 14:23, 28 ¢ Ex 14:22, 29 

20 ®Miriam the prophetess, 
Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel in her 
hand, and all the women went out 


after her with timbrels and with danc- — 


ing. 
21 Miriam answered them, 
“Sing to the Lorp, for He is 
highly exalted; 
The horse and his rider He 
has hurled into the sea.” 


The Lorp Provides Water 

bs 22 Then Moses led Israel from 
the Red Sea, and they went out 

into the wilderness of Shur; and they 

went three days in the wilderness and 

found no water. Ps 77:20; 78:52, 53 
23 When they came to ®Marah, 

they could not drink the waters of 


15:4 Lit Sea of Reeds #15:22-25 


Ex 2:4; Nu 26:59; 1 Ch 6:3; Mi6:4 | 


|- healer.” 


Marah, for they were bitter; therefore 
it was named FMarah. Nu 33:8; Ru 1:20 
24 So the people grumbled at 
Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 
5 Then he &cried out to the Lorn, 
and the Lorp showed him £a tree; and 
he threw it into the waters, and the 
waters became sweet. 

- There He made for them a statute 
and regulation, and there He tested 
them. Ex 14:10 © Eze 47:7, 8 ¢ Jos 24:25 

26 And He said, “8If you will 
give earnest heed to the voice of 
the Lorp your God, and do what is 
right in His sight, and give ear 8to His 
commandments, and keep all His 
statutes, I will put none of the dis- 


- eases on you which I have put on the 


Egyptians; for I, the Lorp, am your 
Ex 19:5, 6; De 7:12 ¢ Ex 20:2-17 

27 Then they came to 8Elim where 
there were twelve springs of water 
and seventy date palms, and they 
camped there beside the waters.nu 33:9 


The Lorp Provides Manna 
l Then they set out from Elim, 
and all the congregation of the 
sons of Israel came to the wilderness 
of ®Sin, which is between Elim and 
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the sec- 
ond month after their departure from 
the land of Egypt. Nu 33:10, 11; Eze 30:15 
2 The whole congregation of the 
sons of Israel grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
3 The sons of Israel said to them, 
“RWould that we had died by the 
Lorp’s hand in the land of Egypt, 
Rwhen we sat by the pots of meat, 
when we ate bread to the full; for you 
have brought us out into this wilder- 
ness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” Ex 17:3; Nu 14:2, 3; 20:3; La 4:9 © Nu 11:4, 5 
4 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Behold, I will rain bread from 
heaven for you; and the people shall 
go out and gather a day’s portion 
every day, that I may ®test them, 
whether or not they will walk in My 
Finstruction. Ex 15:25; De 8:2, 16 
5 “On the sixth day, when they 
prepare what they bring in, it will be 
twice as much as they gather daily.” 
6 So Moses and Aaron said to all 
the sons of Israel, “At evening ®you 
will know that the Lorp has brought 
you out of the land of Egypt; Ex 6:7 
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7 and in the morning you will see 
the glory of the Lorp, for 8He hears 
your grumblings against the Lorp; 
and what are we, that you grumble 
against us?” Nu 14:27; 17:5 © Nu 16:11 


The Lorp Provides Meat 
8 Moses said, “This will happen 
when the Lorp gives you ‘meat to eat 
in the evening, and bread to the full 
in the morning; for the Lorp hears 
your grumblings which you grumble 
against Him. And what are we? Your 
grumblings are not against us but 
against the Lorp.” Or flesh 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, 
“Say to all the congregation of the 
sons of Israel, ‘“Come near before the 
Lorp, for He has heard your grum- 
blings.’” Nu 16:16 
10 It came about as Aaron spoke 
to the whole congregation of the sons 
of Israel, that they looked toward the 
wilderness, and behold, the glory of 
the Lorp appeared in the cloud. 
11 And the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 
1s 12 “RI have heard the grumblings 
of the sons of Israel; speak to 
them, saying, ‘TAt twilight you shall 
eat meat, and in the morning you 
shall be filled with bread; and you 
shall know that I am the Lorp your 
God.’ ” Ex 16:8; Nu 14:27 « Lit Between the two evenings 
13 So it came about at evening 
that the quails came up and covered 
the camp, and in the morning there 
was a layer of dew around the camp. 
14 When the layer of dew evapo- 
rated, behold, on the surface of the 
wilderness there was a fine flake-like 
thing, fine as the frost on the ground. 
15 When the sons of Israel saw it, 
they said to one another, “What is it?” 
For they did not know what it was. 
And Moses said to them, “®It is the 
bread which the Lorp has given you 
to eat. — Ex 16:4; Ne 9:15; Ps 78:24; Jo 6:31; 1 Co 10:3 
16 “This is what the Lorp has 
commanded, ‘Gather of it every man 
as much as he should eat; you shall 
take Ran omer apiece according to the 
number of persons each of you has in 
his tent.’” Ex 16:32, 36 


15:23 Le. bitterness %% 15:26 16:4 Or law 
$16:12-25 


EXODUS 16:17 


17 The sons of Israel did so, 
and some gathered much and some 
little. 

18 When they measured it with an 
omer, he who had gathered much had 
no excess, and he who had gathered 
little had no lack; every man gathered 
as much as he should eat. 

19 Moses said to them, “Let no 
man leave any of it until morning.” 

20 But they did not listen to Moses, 
and some left part of it until morning, 
and it bred worms and became foul; 
and Moses was angry with them. 

21 They gathered it morning by 
morning, every man 'as much as he 
should eat; but when the sun grew 
hot, it would melt. Lit according to his eating 


The Sabbath Observed 

22 RNow on the sixth day they 
gathered twice as much bread, two 
omers for each one. When all the 
Rleaders of the congregation came 
and told Moses, Ex 16:5 ¢ Ex 34:31 

23 then he said to them, “This is 
what the Lorp ‘meant: Tomorrow is a 
sabbath observance, a holy sabbath to 
the Lorp. Bake what you will bake 
and boil what you will boil, and all 
that is left over put aside to be kept 
until morning.” Lit spoke ¢ Ex 16:19 

24 So they ‘put it aside until 
morning, as Moses had ordered, and 
Rit did not become foul nor was there 
any worm in it. Lit laid it up * Ex 16:20 

25 Moses said, “Eat it today, for 
today is a sabbath to the Lorp; today 
you will not find it in the field. 

26 “RSix days you shall gather it, 
but on the seventh day, the sabbath, 
there will be ™none.” Ex 20:9, 10 ¢ Lit none on it 

27 It came about on the seventh 
day that some of the people went out 
to gather, but they found none. 

28 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RHow long do you refuse to keep My 
commandments and My Finstruc- 
tions? 2 Ki 17:14; Ps 78:10; 106:13 

29 “See, 'the Lorp has given you 
the sabbath; therefore He gives you 
bread for two days on the sixth day. 
Remain every man in his place; let no 
man go out of his place on the seventh 
day.” Lit for the Lorp 

30 So the people rested on the sev- 
enth day. 

31 The house of ®Israel named it 
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manna, and it was like coriander 


seed, white, and its taste was like ~ 
Nu 11:7-9; De 8:3, 16 | 


wafers with honey. 


32 Then Moses said, “This is 


Twhat the Lorp has commanded, ‘Let | 
an omerful of it be kept throughout | 


your generations, that they may see 


the bread that I fed you in the wilder- | 


ness, when I brought you out of the 
land of Egypt.’” 
33. Moses said to Aaron, “Take a 
jar and put an omerful of manna in it, 
and place it before the Lorp to be 
kept throughout your generations.” 
34 As the Lorp commanded 


Moses, so Aaron placed it before the — 


Testimony, to be kept. 
35 8The sons of Israel ate the 
manna forty years, until they came to 


an inhabited land; they ate the manna | 


until they came to the border of the 
land of Canaan. _De 8:28; Jos 5:12; Ne 9:20, 21 

36 (Now 8an omer is a tenth of an 
Tephah.) Ex 16:16 ¢ I.e. Approx one bu 


Water in the Rock 
l Then all the congregation of the 
sons of Israel journeyed by 
stages from the wilderness of 8Sin, 
according to the command of the 
Lorpb, and camped at 8Rephidim, and 
there was no water for the people to 
drink. Ex 16:1; Nu 33:12 © Ex 19:2; Nu 33:14 
2 Therefore the people quarreled 


with Moses and said, “Give us water | 


that we may drink.” And Moses said 

to them, “Why do you quarrel with 

me? Why do you test the Lorp?” 

bs? But the people thirsted there 
for water; and they ®grumbled 

against Moses and said, “Why, now, 


Lit the thing which | 
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have you brought us up from Egypt, to ~ 


kill us and our children and our live- 
stock with thirst?” Ex 16:2, 3 © Ex 12:38 

4 So Moses cried out to the Lorp, 
saying, “What shall I do to this peo- 
ple? A ®little more and they will stone 
me.” Nu 14:10; 1 Sa 30:6 

5 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Pass before the people and take with 
you some of the elders of Israel; and 
take in your hand your staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go. 

6 “Behold, I will stand before you 
there on the rock at SHoreb; and you 
shall strike the rock, and water will 


16:28 Or laws ‘#17:3-7 


| the staff of God in my hand.” 
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come out of it, that the people may 
drink.” And Moses did so in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. Ex 3:1 

7 He named the place ‘Massah 
and FMeribah because of the quarrel 
of the sons of Israel, and because they 
Rtested the Lorp, saying, “Is the Lorp 
among us, or not?” Nu 14:22; De 33:8 


Amalek Fought 

8 Then Amalek came and fought 
against Israel at Rephidim. 

9 So Moses said to 8Joshua, 
“Choose men for us and go out, fight 
against Amalek. Tomorrow I will sta- 
tion myself on the top of the hill with 
Ex 24:13 

10 Joshua did as Moses "told him, 
and fought against Amalek; and 


- Moses, Aaron, and ®Hur went up to 


the top of the hill. Lit said to « Ex 24:14; 31:2 
11 So it came about when Moses 
held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, 
and when he let his hand down, 
Amalek prevailed. Lit rest 
12 But Moses’ hands were heavy. 
Then they took a stone and put it 
under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron 
and Hur ®supported his hands, one on 
one side and one on the other. Thus 
his hands were steady until the sun 
set. Is 35:3 
13 So Joshua ‘overwhelmed 
Amalek and his people with the edge 
of the sword. Lit weakened 
14 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Write this in 'a book as a memorial 
and recite it to Joshua, that I will ut- 
terly blot out the memory of Amalek 
from under heaven.” Lit the book 
15 Moses built an altar and named 
it The Lorp is My Banner; 

16 and he said, “8The Lorp has 
sworn; the Lorp will have war against 
Amalek from generation to genera- 
tion.” Ge 22:16 


Jethro, Moses’ Father-in-law 
1 Now Jethro, the priest of Mid- 
ian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard 
of all that God had done for Moses 
and for Israel His people, how the 
Lorp had brought Israel out of Egypt. 
2 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 
took Moses’ wife ®Zipporah, 
after he had sent her away, Ex 2:21; 4:25 
3 and her ®two sons, of whom 
one was named Gershom, for Moses 


EXODUS 18:15 


said, “I have been a sojourner in a 
foreign land.” Ex 2:22; 4:20; Ac 7:29 © Ex 2:22 
4 The other was named ®Eliezer, 
for he said, “The God of my father was 
my help, and delivered me from the 
sword of Pharaoh.” 1 Ch 23:15, 17 
5 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in- 
law, came with his sons and his wife 
to Moses in the wilderness where he 
was camped, at the mount of God. 

6 He 'sent word to Moses, “I, 
your father-in-law Jethro, am coming 
to you with your wife and her two 
sons with her.” Lit said 

7 Then Moses went out to meet 
his father-in-law, and he bowed down 
and ®kissed him; and they "asked 
each other of their welfare and went 
into the tent. Ge 43:26, 28 © Ge 29:13; Ex 4:27 

8 Moses told his father-in-law all 
that the Lorp had done to Pharaoh 
and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, 
all the hardship that had befallen 
them on the journey, and how &the 
Lorp had delivered them. Ex 15:6, 16 

9 Jethro rejoiced over all 8the 
goodness which the Lorp had done to 
Israel, in delivering ‘them from the 
hand of the Egyptians. 1s 63:7-14¢ Lit him 

10 So Jethro said, “8Blessed be the 
Lorp who delivered you from the hand 
of the Egyptians and from the hand of 
Pharaoh, and who delivered the peo- 
ple from under the hand of the Egyp- 
tians. Ge 14:20; 2 Sa 18:28; 1 Ki 8:56; Ps 68:19, 20 

11 “Now I know that the Lorp is 
greater than all the gods; indeed, 8it 
was proven when they dealt proudly 
against ‘the people.” Lk 1:51 © Lit them 

12 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in- 
law, took a burnt offering and sacri- 
fices for God, and Aaron came with 
all the elders of Israel to eat a meal 
with Moses’ father-in-law before God. 

13 It came about the next day that 
Moses sat to judge the people, and the 
people stood about Moses from the 
morning until the evening. 

14 Now when Moses’ father-in- 
law saw all that he was doing for the 
people, he said, “What is this thing 
that you are doing for the people? 
Why do you alone sit as judge and all 
the people stand about you from 
morning until evening?” 

15 Moses said to his father-in-law, 


17:71e.tes 3% 18:2-3 
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“Because the people come to me to 
inquire of God. Nu 9:6, 8; 27:5; De 17:8+13 

16 “When they have a 8dispute, it 
comes to me, and I judge between a 
man and his neighbor and make 
known the statutes of God and His 
laws.” Ex 24:14 


Jethro Counsels Moses 

17 Moses’ father-in-law said to 
him, “The thing that you are doing is 
not good. 

18 “You will surely wear out, both 
yourself and these people who are 
with you, for the task is too heavy for 
you; ®you cannot do it alone. De 1:9 

19 “Now listen to ™me: I will give 
you counsel, and God be with you. You 
be the people’s representative before 
God, and you ®bring the ‘disputes to 
God, Lit my voice ¢ Nu 27:5 « Lit matters 

20 then teach them the statutes 
and the laws, and make known to 
them the way in which they are to 
walk and the work they are to do. 

21 “Furthermore, you shall select 
out of all the people able men &who 
fear God, men of truth, those who 
Rhate dishonest gain; and you shall 
place these over them as leaders of 
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and 
of tens. Ge 42:18; 2 Sa 23:3 « De 16:19 

22 “Let them judge the people at 
all times; and let it be 8that every 
major dispute they will bring to you, 
but every minor ‘dispute they them- 
selves will judge. So it will be easier 
for you, and ®they will bear the bur- 
den with you. De 1:17, 18 « Lit matter * Nu 11:17 

23 “If you do this thing and God 
so commands you, then you will be 
able to endure, and all these people 
also will go to their place in peace.” 

24 So Moses listened ‘to his fa- 
ther-in-law and did all that he had 
said. Lit to the voice of 

25 Moses chose able men out of 
all Israel and made them heads over 
the people, leaders of thousands, of 
hundreds, of fifties and of tens. 

26 They judged the people at all 
times; ®the difficult dispute they 
would bring to Moses, but every 
minor "dispute they themselves would 
judge. Ex 18:22 © Lit matter ¢ Lit matter 
_ 27 Then Moses ®bade his father- 
in-law farewell, and he went his way 
into his own land. Nu 10:29, 30 
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Moses on Sinai 

1932 the third month after the 
sons of Israel had gone out of 

the land of Egypt, on that very day 

they came into the wilderness of Si- 

nai. Ex 12:6, 51; 16:1 ¢ De 1:6; 4:10, 15; 5:2 

2 When they set out from 
RRephidim, they came to the wilder- 
ness of Sinai and camped in the 
wilderness; and there Israel camped 
in front of the mountain. Ex 17:1; Nu 33:15 

3 Moses went up to God, and 
Rthe Lorp called to him from the 
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 
to the house of Jacob and tell the sons 
of Israel: Ex 3:4 

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what 
I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 
you on Reagles’ wings, and brought 
you to Myself. De 32:11; Re 12:14 

5 ‘Now then, if you will indeed 
obey My voice and ®keep My 
covenant, then you shall be My ‘own 
possession among all the peoples, for 
all the earth is Mine; Ps 78:10 

6 and you shall be to Me a king- 
dom of priests and a holy nation’ 
These are the words that you shall 
speak to the sons of Israel.” 

7 So Moses came and called the 
elders of the people, and set before 
them all these words which the Lorp 
had commanded him. Ex 4:29, 30 

8 RAI] the people answered to- 
gether and said, “All that the Lorp has 
spoken we will do!” And Moses 
brought back the words of the people 
to the Lorpb. Ex 4:31; 24:3, 7; De 5:27; 26:17 

9 The Lorp said to Moses, “Be- 
hold, I will come to you in 8a thick 
cloud, so that the §people may hear 
when I speak with you and may also 
believe in you forever.” Then Moses 
told the words of the people to the 
Lorp. Ex 19:16; 24:15, 16; De 4:11; Ps 99:7 ¢ De 4:12, 36 

10 The Lorp also said to Moses, 
“Go to the people and 8consecrate 
them today and tomorrow, and let 
them wash their garments; Le 11:44,45 

11 and let them be ready for the 
third day, for on the third day the 
Lorp will come down on Mount Sinai 
in the sight of allthe people. — Ex 19:16 

12 “You shall set bounds for the 
people all around, saying, ‘Beware 
that you do not go up on the moun- 
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tain or touch the border of it; }who- 
ever touches the mountain shall 
surely be put to death. He 12:20 

13. ‘No hand shall touch him, but 
Rhe shall surely be stoned or Fshot 
through; whether beast or man, he 
shall not live. When the ram’s horn 
sounds a long blast, they shall come 
up to ®the mountain.” ‘He 12:20» Ex 19:17 

14 So Moses went down from the 
mountain to the people and conse- 
crated the people, and they washed 
their garments. 

15 He said to the people, “Be 
ready for the third day; do not go near 
a woman.” 

16 So it came about on the third 
day, when it was morning, that there 
were !thunder and lightning flashes 
and a thick cloud upon the mountain 
and a very loud trumpet sound, so 
that all the people who were in the 
camp trembled. He 12:18, 19, 21 « Lit sounds 

17 And Moses brought the people 
out of the camp to meet God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain. 


The Lorp Visits Sinai 
18 RNow Mount Sinai was all in 
smoke because the Lorp descended 
upon it in fire; and its smoke as- 
cended like 8the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mountain quaked vio- 
lently. De 4:11; Ps 104:32; 144:5 ¢ Ge 15:17; 19:28 
19 When the sound of the trumpet 
grew louder and louder, Moses spoke 
and God answered him with 'thun- 
der. Ps 81:7 * Or a voice; lit a sound 
20 ®The Lorp came down on 
Mount Sinai, to the top of the moun- 
tain; and the Lorp called Moses to the 
top of the mountain, and Moses went 
up Ne 9:13 
21 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
“Go down, ‘warn the people, so that 
Rthey do not break through to the 
Lorp to gaze, and many of them "per- 
ish. Lit testify to © Ex 3:5; 1 Sa 6:19 © Lit fall 
22 “Also let the 8priests who come 
near to the Lorp consecrate them- 
selves, or else the Lorp will break out 
against them.” Ex 19:24; 24:5; Le 10:3; 21:6-8 
23 Moses said to the Lorp, “The 
people cannot come up to Mount 
Sinai, for You ™warned us, saying, 
‘RSet bounds about the mountain and 
consecrate it.” Lit testified to e Ex 19:12 
24 Then the Lorp said to him, “Go 
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down and come up again, you and 
Aaron with you; but do not let the 
Rpriests and the people break through 
to come up to the Lorp, or He will 
break forth upon them.” Ex 19:22 

25 So Moses went down to the 
people and told them. 


The Ten Commandments 
2 Then God spoke all these 
words, Saying, 

2 “I am the Lorp your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other &gods 
Fbefore Me. Ex 15:11; 20:23 

4 “You shall not make for your- 
self Fan idol, or any likeness of what is 
in heaven above or on the earth be- 
neath or in the water under the earth. 

5 “You shall not worship them or 
serve them; for I, the Lorp your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children, on the 
third and the fourth generations of 
those who hate Me, 

6 but showing lovingkindness to 
Rthousands, to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments. De 7:9 

7 “You shall not take the name of 
the Lorp your God in vain, for the 
Lorp will not leave him unpunished 
who takes His name in vain. 

8 “Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy. ex 23:12; 31:13-16; Le 26:2; De 5:12 

9 “Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work, 

10 but the seventh day is a Sab- 
bath of the Lorp your God; in it you 
shall not do any work, you or your 
son or your daughter, your male or 
your female servant or your cattle or 
your sojourner who stays with you. 

11 “kFor in six days the Lorp 
made the heavens and the earth, the 
sea and all that is in them, and rested 
on the seventh day; therefore the 
Lorp blessed the sabbath day and 
made it holy. Ge 2:2, 3; Ex 31:17 

12 “Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be 
prolonged in the land which the Lorp 
your God gives you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 


19:13 Le. with arrows 20:3 Or besides Me 20:4 Or 
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Le 14 “®You shall not commit adul- 
tery. Le 20:10; De 5:18; Ma 5:27; 19:18; Ro 13:9 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false wit- 
ness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife or his male ser- 
vant or his female servant or his ox or 
his donkey or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.” De 5:21; Ro 7:7; 13:9; Ep 5:3, 5 

18 All the people perceived the 
thunder and the lightning flashes and 
the sound of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking; and when the 
people saw it, they trembled and 
stood at a distance. Ex 19:16, 18; He 12:18, 19 

19 Then they said to Moses, 
“Speak to us yourself and we will lis- 
ten; but let not God speak to us, or we 
will die.” De 5:5, 23-27; Ga 3:19; He 12:19 

20 Moses said to the people, “Do 
not be afraid; for God has come in 
order to test you, and in order that the 
fear of Him may remain with you, so 
that you may not sin.” 

21 So the people stood at a dis- 
tance, while Moses approached the 
thick cloud where God was. 

22 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Thus you shall say to the sons of Is- 
rael, ‘You yourselves have seen that I 
have spoken to you from heaven. 

23 ‘RYou shall not make other 
gods besides Me; ®gods of silver or 
gods of gold, you shall not make for 
yourselves. Ex 20:3 ¢ Ex 32:1, 2, 4; De 29:17 

24 ‘You shall make an altar of 
earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice 
on it your burnt offerings and your 
peace offerings, your sheep and your 
oxen; in every place where I cause My 
name to be remembered, I will come 
to you and bless you. 

25 ‘If you make an altar of stone 
for Me, ®you shall not build it of cut 
stones, for if you wield your tool on it, 
you will profane it. De 27:5, 6; Jos 8:31 

26 ‘And you shall not go up by 
steps to My altar, so that your naked- 
ness will not be exposed on it.’ 


Ordinances for the People 
2 | ee these are the ordinances 
which you are to set before 
them: Ex 24:3, 4; De 4:14; 6:1 
2 “If you buy a Hebrew slave, he 
shall serve for six years; but on the 
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seventh he shall go out as a free man 
without payment. 

3 “If he comes ‘alone, he shall go 
out sone! if he is the husband of a 
wife, then his wife shall go out with 
him Lit by himself 

4 “If his master gives him a wife, 
and she bears him sons or daughters, 
the wife and her children shall belong 
to her master, and he shall go out 
alone. 

5 “But if the slave plainly says, ‘I 
love my master, my wife and my chil- 
dren; I will not go out as a free man,’ 

6 then his master shall bring him 
to FGod, then he shall bring him to 
the door or the doorpost. And his 
master shall pierce his ear with an 
awl; and he shall serve him perma- 
nently. 

7 “8]f aman sells his daughter as 
a female slave, she is not to go free 
Ras the male slaves do. Ne 5:5 Ex 21:2,3 

8 “If she is displeasing in the 
eyes of her master who designated 
her for himself, then he shall let her 
be redeemed. He does not have au- 
thority to sell her to a foreign people 
because of his unfairness to her. 

9 “If he designates her for his 
son, he shall deal with her according 
to the custom of daughters. 

10 “If he takes to himself another 
woman, he may not reduce her food, 
her clothing, or her conjugal rights. 

11 “If he will not do these three 
things for her, then she shall go out 


for nothing, without payment of | 


money. 


Personal Injuries 
12 “He who strikes a man so that 
he dies shall surely be put to death. 

_ 13. “But if he did not lie in wait for 
him, but ®God let him fall into his 
hand, then I will appoint you a place 
to which he may flee. 1 Sa 24:4, 10, 18 

14 “If, however, a man acts pre- 
sumptuously toward his neighbor, so 
as to kill him craftily, you are to take 
him even from My altar, that he may 
die. De 19:11, 12; 1 Ki 2:28-34 

15 “He who strikes his father or 
ue ns shall surely be put to 

ea 


Y 20:14 %* 20:16-17 21:6 Or the judges who 
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16 “8He who ‘kidnaps a man, 
whether he sells him or he is found in 
his Tpossession, shall surely be put to 
death. De 24:7 © Lit steals « Lit hand 

_ 17 “8He who curses his father or 
his mother shall surely be put to 
death. Le 20:9; Pr 20:20; Ma 15:4; Mk 7:10 

18 “If men have a quarrel and one 
strikes the other with a stone or with 
his fist, and he does not die but 
Tremains in bed, Lit lies 

19 if he gets up and walks around 
outside on his staff, then he who 
struck him shall go unpunished; he 
shall only pay for his "loss of time, 
and shall take care of him until he is 
completely healed. Lit his sitting 

20 “Ifa man strikes his male or fe- 
male slave with a rod and he dies at 
his hand, he shall be punished. 

21 “If, however, he survives a day 
or two, no vengeance shall be taken; 
Rfor he is his property. Le 25:44-46 

22 “If men struggle with each 

other and strike a woman with 
child so that she gives birth prema- 
turely, yet there is no injury, he shall 
surely be fined as the woman’s hus- 
band may demand of him, and he 
shall pay as the judges decide. 

23 “But if there is any further in- 
jury, ®then you shall appoint as a 
penalty life for life, Le 24:19: De 19:21 

24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, 

25 burn for burn, wound for 
wound, ‘bruise for bruise. Lit welt 

26 “If aman strikes the eye of his 
male or female slave, and destroys it, 
he shall let him go free on account of 
his eye. 

27 “And if he ’knocks out a tooth 
of his male or female slave, he shall 
let him go free on account of his 
tooth. Lit causes to fall 

28 “If an ox gores a man or a 
woman to death, ®the ox shall surely 
be stoned and its flesh shall not be 
eaten; but the owner of the ox shall 
go unpunished. Ge 9:5; Ex 21:32 

29 “If, however, an Ox was previ- 
ously in the habit of goring and its 
owner has been warned, yet he does 
not confine it and it kills a man or a 
woman, the ox shall be stoned and its 
owner also shall be put to death. 

30. “If a ransom is "demanded of 
him, then he shall give for the re- 
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demption of his life whatever is ™de- 
manded of him. Lit taid on nim Lit laid on him 

31 “Whether it gores a son or a 
daughter, it shall be done to him ac- 
cording to 'the same rule. Lit this judgment 

32 “If the ox gores a male or fe- 
male slave, ‘the owner shall give his 
or her master thirty shekels of silver, 
and the ox shall be stoned. Lit he 

_ 33 “Tf aman opens a pit, or Tdigs a 
pit and does not cover it over, and an 
ox or a donkey falls into it, Lit ifa man digs 

34 the owner of the pit shall make 
restitution; he shall Tgive money to its 
owner, and the dead animal shall be- 
come his. Lit give back 

35 “If one man’s ox hurts an- 
other’s so that it dies, then they shall 
sell the live ox and divide its price 
equally; and also they shall divide the 
dead ox. 

36 “Or if it is known that the ox 
was previously in the habit of goring, 
yet its owner has not confined it, he 
shall surely pay ox for ox, and the 
dead animal shall become his. 


Property Rights 

2 ba aman steals an ox or a Sheep 
and slaughters it or sells it, he 

shall pay five oxen for the ox and four 

sheep for the sheep. 

2 “If the ®thief is ‘caught while 
breaking in and is struck so that he 
dies, there will be no bloodguiltiness 
on his account. Ma 6:19; 24:43: 1 Pe 4:15 © Lit found 

3 “But if the sun has risen on 
him, there will be bloodguiltiness on 
his account. He shall surely make 
restitution; if he owns nothing, then 
he shall be ®sold for his theft. ma 18:25 

4 “If what he stole is actually 
found alive in his “possession, 
whether an ox or a donkey or a sheep, 
Rhe shall pay double. Lit hand © Ex 22:7 

5 “If a man lets a field or vine- 
yard be grazed bare and lets his ani- 
mal loose so that it grazes in another 
man’s field, he shall make restitution 
from the best of his own field and the 
best of his own vineyard. 

6 “If a fire breaks out and 
spreads to thorn bushes, so that 
stacked grain or the standing grain or 
the field itself is consumed, he who 
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started the fire shall surely make 
restitution. 

7 “If a man gives his neighbor 
money or goods to keep for him and it 
is stolen from the man’s house, if the 
thief is caught, he shall pay double. 

8 “If the thief is not ‘caught, then 
the owner of the house shall ‘appear 
before the judges, to determine 
whether he laid his hands on his 
neighbor’s property. Lit found « Lit approach to 

9 “For every breach of trust, 
whether it is for ox, for donkey, for 
sheep, for clothing, or for any lost 
thing about which one says, ‘This is 
it, the case of both parties shall come 
before "the judges; he whom the 
judges condemn shall pay double to 
his neighbor. Ex 22:8, 28; De 25:1 

10 “If a man gives his neighbor a 
donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal 
to keep for him, and it dies or is hurt 
or is driven away while no one is 
looking, 

11 an oath before the Lorp shall 
be made by the two of them that he 
has not laid hands on his neighbor’s 
property; and its owner shall accept 
it, and he shall not make restitution. 

12 “But ifit is actually stolen from 
him, he shall make restitution to its 
owner. 

13 “If it is all torn to pieces, let him 
bring it as evidence; he shall not make 
restitution for what has been torn to 
pieces. 

14 “If a man "borrows anything 
from his neighbor, and it is injured or 
dies while its owner is not with it, he 
shall make full restitution. Lit asks 

15 “If its owner is with it, he shall 
not make restitution; if it is hired, it 
came for its hire. 


Sundry Laws 

16 “If a man seduces a virgin 
who is not engaged, and lies with her, 
he must pay a dowry for her to be his 
wife. De 22:28, 29 

17 “If her father absolutely re- 
fuses to give her to him, he shall Tpay 
money equal to the Rdowry for vir- 
gins. Lit weigh out silver * Ge 34:12; 1 Sa 18:25 

18 “You shall not allow a sorcer- 
ess to live. 

19 “Whoever lies with an animal 
Shall surely be put to death. 

20 “He who sacrifices to any god, 
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other than to the Lorp alone, shall be 
utterly destroyed. Lit the gods 

21 “You shall not wrong a 
stranger or oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 

22 “You shall not afflict any 
widow or orphan. 

23 “If you afflict him at all, and 8if 
he does cry out to Me, I will surely 
hear his cry; De 15:9; Job 35:9; Lk 18:7 

24 and My anger will be kindled, 
and I will kill you with the sword, 
Rand your wives shall become widows 
and your children fatherless. Ps 109:2,9 

25 “If you lend money to My peo- 
ple, to the poor among you, you are 
not to Tact as a creditor to him; you 
shall not charge him interest. Lit be 

26 “If you ever take your neigh- 
bor’s cloak as a pledge, you are to re- 
turn it to him before the sun sets, 

27 for that is his only covering; 
it is his cloak for his body. What 
else shall he sleep in? And it shall 
come about that when he cries out 
to Me, I will hear him, for 8I am gra- 
cious. Ex 34:6 

28 “You shall not curse God, nor 
curse a ruler of your people. 

29 “8You shall not delay the offer- 
ing from your harvest and your vin- 
tage. The firstborn of your sons you 
shall give to Me. kx 23:16, 19; De 26:2-11; Pr 3:9 

30 “8You shall do the same with 
your oxen and with your sheep. It 
shall be with its mother seven days; 
Ron the eighth day you shall give it to 
Me. De 15:19; Le 22:27 ¢ Ge 17:12; Le 12:3 

31 “®You shall be holy men to Me, 
therefore you shall not eat any flesh 
torn to pieces in the field; you shall 
throw it to the dogs. — Ex 19:6; Le 11:44; 19:2 


Sundry Laws 
2 of est shall not bear a false re- 
J port; do not join your hand with 
a wicked man to be a malicious wit- 
a Ex 20:16; Le 19:11f; De 5:20; Ps 101:5; Pr 10:18 
2 “You shall not follow ‘the 
masses in doing evil, nor shall you 
Ttestify ina dispute so as to turn aside 
after a multitude in order to ®pervert 
justice; Lit many men ¢ Or answer ¢ De 16:19; 24:17 
3 nor shall you ‘be partial to a 
poor man in his dispute. Lit honor 
4 “Tf you meet your enemy’s ox 
or his donkey wandering away, you 
shall surely return it to him. — pe 22:1-4 
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5 “RIf you see the donkey of one 
who hates you lying helpless under its 
load, you shall refrain from leaving it 
to him, you shall surely release it with 
him. De 22:4 

_ 6 “You shall not pervert the jus- 
tice due to your needy brother in his 
dispute. Ex 23:2, 3; Le 19:15 

7 “®Keep far from a false charge, 
and *do not kill the innocent or the 
righteous, for I will not acquit the 
guilty. Ex 20:16; Ps 119:29; Ep 4:25 ¢ Ex 20:13; De 27:25 

8 “You shall not take a bribe, for 
a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and 
subverts the cause of the just. 

9 “RYou shall not oppress a 
stranger, since you yourselves know 
the feelings of a stranger, for you 
also were strangers in the land of 
Egypt. Ex 22:21; Le 19:33f; De 24:17f; 27:19 


The Sabbath and Land 

10 “You shall sow your land for 
six years and gather in its yield, 

11 but on the seventh year you 
shall let it Trest and lie fallow, so that 
the needy of your people may eat; and 
whatever they leave the beast of the 
field may eat. You are to do the same 
with your vineyard and your olive 

rove. Lit drop 

12 “8Six days you are to do your 
work, but on the seventh day you 
shall cease from labor so that your ox 
and your donkey may rest, and the 
son of your female slave, as well as 
your stranger, may refresh them- 
SelVES. Ex 20:8-11; 31:15; 34:21; 35:2, 3; Le 23:3; De 5:13f 

13 “Now concerning everything 
which I have said to you, be on your 
guard; and ®do not mention the name 
of other gods, nor let them be heard 
from your mouth. Jos 23:7; Ps 16:4; Ho 2:17 


Three National Feasts 

14 “Three times a year you shall 
celebrate a feast to Me. 

15 “You shall observe the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread; for seven days you 
are to eat unleavened bread, as I com- 
manded you, at the appointed time in 
the 8month Abib, for in it you came 
out of Egypt. And none shall appear 
before Me empty-handed. — &x 12:2; 13:4 

16 “Also you shall observe *the 
Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits 
of your labors from what you sow in 
the field; also the Feast of the Ingath- 
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ering at the end of the year kwhen you 
gather in the fruit of your labors from 
the field. Ex 34:22; Le 23:10; Nu 28:26 Le 23:39 
17 “RThree times a year all your 
males shall appear before the Lord 
OD. Ex 23:14; 34:23; De 16:16 
18 “You shall not offer the blood 
of My sacrifice with leavened bread; 
nor is the fat of My feast to remain 
overnight until morning. Ex 34:25; Le 2:11 
19 “You shall bring the choice first 
fruits of your soil into the house of the 
Lorp your God. 
“RYou are not to boil a young goat 
in the milk of its mother. De 14:21 


Conquest of the Land 

20 “Behold, I am going to send an 
angel before you to guard you along 
the way and &®to bring you into the 
place which | have prepared. Ex 15:16, 17 

21 “Be on your guard before him 
and obey his voice; ®do not be rebel- 
lious toward him, for he will not par- 
don your transgression, since My 
name is in him. De 9:7; Ps 78:40, 56 

22 “But if you truly obey his 

voice and do all that I say, then I 
will be an enemy to your enemies and 
an adversary to your adversaries. 

23 “RFor My angel will go before 
you and bring you in to the land of the 
Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, 
the Canaanites, the Hivites and the 
Jebusites; and I will completely de- 
stroy them. Ex 23:20; Jos 24:8, 11 

24 “You shall not worship their 
gods, nor serve them, nor do accord- 
ing to their deeds; but you shall ut- 
terly overthrow them and break their 
sacred pillars in pieces. 

25 “But you shall serve the 
Lorp your God, 'and He will 
bless your bread and your water; and 
R] will remove sickness from your 
midst. Or that He may bless ¢ Ex 15:26; De 7:15 

26 “There shall be no one miscar- 
rying or ®barren in your land; | will 
fulfill the number of your days. De 7:14 

27 “I will §send My terror ahead of 
you, and throw into confusion all the 
people among whom you come, and IJ 
will make all your enemies turn their 
backs to yOu. — Ge 35:5; Ex 15:16; De 2:25; Jos 2:9 

28 “I will send Shornets ahead of 
you so that they will ®drive out the 
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Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hit- 
tites before yOu. De 7:20; Jos 24:12 ¢ Ex 33:2; 34:11 
29 “RI will not drive them out be- 
fore you in a single year, that the land 
may not become desolate and the 
beasts of the field become too numer- 
ous for you. De 7:22 
30 “I will drive them out before 
you &little by little, until you become 
fruitful and take possession of the 
land. De 7:22 
31 “RI will fix your boundary from 
the Red Sea to the sea of the 
Philistines, and from the wilderness 
to the River Euphrates; for I will de- 
liver the inhabitants of the land into 
your hand, and you will drive them 
out before you. Ge 15:18; De 1:7, 8; 11:24 
32 “You shall ‘make no covenant 
with them or with their gods. Lit cut 
33 “They shall not live in your 
land, because they will make you sin 
against Me; for if you serve their gods, 
it will surely be a snare to you.” 


People Affirm Their Covenant 

with God 

2 Then He said to Moses, “Come 
up to the Lorp, you and Aaron, 

RNadab and Abihu and seventy of the 

elders of Israel, and you shall worship 

at a distance. Ex 6:23; 28:1; Le 10:1, 2 

2 “Moses alone, however, shall 
come near to the Lorp, but they shall 
not come near, nor shall the people 
come up with him.” 

3 Then Moses came and re- 
counted to the people all the words of 
the Lorp and all the ordinances; and 
all the people answered with one 
voice and said, “All the words which 
the Lorp has spoken we will do!” 

4 RMoses wrote down all the 
words of the Lorp. Then he arose 
early in the morning, and built an 8al- 
tar ‘at the foot of the mountain with 
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Ex 17:14; 34:27; De 31:9 © Ex 17:15 « Lit under 

5 He sent young men of the sons 
of Israel, Sand they offered burnt of- 
ferings and sacrificed young bulls as 
peace offerings to the Lorp. Ex 18:12 

6 Moses took half of the blood 
and put it in basins, and the other half 
of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 

7 Then he took ®the book of the 
covenant and read it in the hearing of 
the people; and they said, “SAll that 


the Lorp has spoken we will do, and 
we will be obedient!” Ex 24:4; He 9:19 « Ex 24:3 

8 So Moses took the blood and 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, 
“Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which the Lorp has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 

9 Then Moses went up ‘with 
Aaron, 8Nadab and Abihu, and sev- 
enty of the elders of Israel, Lit ands Ex 24:1 

10 and they saw the God of Israel; 
and under His feet 8there appeared to 
be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as 
the sky itself. Eze 1:26; 10:1; Re 4:3 

11 Yet He did not stretch out His 
hand against the nobles of the sons of 
Israel; and 8they saw God, and they 
ate and drank. Ge 16:13; 32:30; Ex 24:10 

12 Now the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Come up to Me on the mountain and 
remain there, and ®I will give you the 
stone tablets with the law and the 
commandment which I have written 
for their instruction.” Ex 31:18; 32:15; De 5:22 

13 So Moses arose with 8Joshua 
his servant, and Moses went up to the 
mountain of God. Ex 17:9-14; 33:11 

14 But to the elders he said, “®Wait 
here for us until we return to you. And 
behold, SAaron and Hur are with you; 
whoever has a legal matter, let him 
approach them.” Ge 22:5 ¢ Ex 17:10, 12 

15 Then Moses went up to the 
mountain, and ®the cloud covered the 
mountain. Ex 19:9 

16 ®The glory of the Lorp rested 
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud cov- 
ered it for six days; and on the sev- 
enth day He ®called to Moses from the 
midst of the cloud. kx 16:10; Nu 14:10 Ps 99:7 

17 ®And to the eyes of the sons of 
Israel the appearance of the glory of 
the Lorp was like a consuming fire on 
the mountain top. Ex 3:2; Eze 1:28 

18 Moses entered the midst of the 
cloud ‘as he went up to the mountain; 
and Moses was on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights. Lit and 


Offerings for the Sanctuary 
2 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Tell the sons of Israel to raise a 
contribution for Me; from every man 
whose heart moves him you shall 
raise My contribution. 


3 “This is the ‘eontribution 
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which you are to raise from them: 
gold, silver and bronze, © orheave offering 

Rblue, purple and scarlet mate- 
rial, fine linen, goat hair, Ex 28:5, 6,8 

5 rams’ skins dyed red, porpoise 
skins, acacia wood, 

6 oil for lighting, ®spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant in- 
cense, Ex 27:20 ¢ Ex 30:23f 

7 Onyx stones and setting stones 
for the Rephod and for the ®breast- 
piece. Ex 28:4, 6-14 © Ex 28:4, 15-30 

8 “Let them ®construct a sanctu- 
ary for Me, that I may dwell among 
them. Ex 36:1-5 

9 “RAccording to all that I am 
going to show you, as the pattern of 
the tabernacle and the pattern of all 
its furniture, just so you shall con- 
struct it. Ex 25:40; 26:30; Ac 7:44: He 8:2, 5 


Ark of the Covenant 

10 “They shall construct an ark of 
acacia wood two and a half cubits 
long, and one and a half cubits wide, 
and one and a half cubits high. 

11 “You shall overlay it with pure 
gold, inside and out you shall overlay 
it, and you shall make a gold molding 
Taround it. He 9:4 ¢ Lit on it round about 

12 “You shall cast four gold rings 
for it and fasten them on its four feet, 
and two rings shall be on one side of 
it and two rings on the other side of it. 

13 “You shall make poles of aca- 
cia wood and overlay them with gold. 

14 “You shall put the poles into 
the rings on the sides of the ark, to 
carry the ark with them. 

15 “The poles shall ‘remain in 
the rings of the ark; they shall not be 
removed from it. 1 Ki 8:8 « Lit be 

16 “You shall put into the ark the 
testimony which I shall give you. 

17 “You shall ®make a mercy 
seat of pure gold, two and a half cu- 
bits long and one and a half cubits 
wide. Ex 37:6 

18 “You shall make two cherubim 
of gold, make them of hammered 
work ‘at the two ends of the mercy 
seat. Lit from 

19 “Make one cherub at one end 
and one cherub at the other end; you 
shall make the cherubim of one piece 
with the mercy seat at its two ends. 

20 “kThe cherubim shall have 
their wings spread upward, covering 


EXODUS 25:32 


the mercy seat with their wings and 
facing one another; the faces of the 
cherubim are to be turned toward the 
mercy seat. 1 Ki 8:7; 1 Ch 28:18; He 9:5 

21 “®You shall put the mercy seat 
on top of the ark, and in the ark you 
shall put the testimony which I will 
give to you. Ex 26:34; 40:20 © Ex 25:16 

22 “There I will meet with you; 
and from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim which are 
upon the ark of the testimony, I will 
speak to you about all that I will give 
you in commandment for the sons of 
Israel. Ex 29:42, 43; 30:6, 36; Le 16:2; Nu 17:4 


The Table of Showbread 

23 “RYou shall make a table of 
acacia wood, two cubits long and one 
cubit wide and one and a half cubits 
high. Ex 37:10-16 

24 “You shall overlay it with pure 
ee and make a gold 8border around 
It: Ex 25:11 

25 “You shall make for it a rim of 
a handbreadth around it; and you 
shall make a gold border for the rim 
around it. 

26 “You shall make four gold rings 
for it and put rings on the four cor- 
ners which are on its four feet. 

27 “The rings shall be close to the 
rim as holders for the poles to carry 
the table. 

28 “You shall make the poles of 
acacia wood and overlay them with 
gold, so that with them the table may 
be carried. 

29 “You shall make its dishes and 
its pans and its jars and its bowls with 
which to pour drink offerings; you 
shall make them of pure gold. 

30 “You shall set the bread of the 
Presence on the table before Me ‘at 
all times. Ex 39:36; 40:23: Le 24:5-9 » Or continually 


The Golden Lampstand 

31 “Then you shall make a lamp- 
stand of pure gold. The lampstand 
and its base and its shaft are to be 
made of hammered work; its cups, its 
bulbs and its flowers shall be of one 
piece with it. Ex 37:17-24; 1 Ki 7:49; Ze 4:2 

32 “RSix branches shall go out 
from its sides; three branches of the 
lampstand from its one side and three 


25:17 Lit propitiatory, and so through v 22 
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branches of the lampstand from its 
Tother side. Ex 37:18 © Lit second 
33 “RThree cups shall be shaped 
like almond blossoms in the one 
branch, a ‘bulb and a flower, and 
three cups shaped like almond blos- 
soms in the other branch, a "bulb and 
a flower—so for six branches going 
out from the lampstand; Ex 37:19 
34 and Rin the lampstand four 
cups shaped like almond blossoms, its 
bulbs and its flowers. Ex 37:20 
35 “RA bulb shall be under the 
first pair of branches coming out of it, 
and a bulb under the second pair of 
branches coming out of it, and a bulb 
under the third pair of branches com- 
ing out of it, for the six branches com- 
ing out of the lampstand. Ex 37:21 
36 “RTheir bulbs and _ their 
branches shall be of one piece with it; 
all of it shall be one piece of ham- 
mered work of pure gold. Ex 37:22 
37 “Then you shall make its lamps 
seven in number; and &they shall 
mount its lamps so as to shed Mo a, 
the space in front of it. 
38 “Its snuffers and ‘their Ways 
shall be of pure gold. Lit its snuff dishes 
39 “It shall be made from a talent 
of pure gold, with all these utensils. 
40 “RSee that you make them after 
the pattern for them, which was 
shown to you on the mountain. Hes:5 


Curtains of Linen 
A te gre eer you shall make the 
tabernacle with ten curtains of 
fine twisted linen and blue and pur- 
ple and scarlet material; you shall 
make them with cherubim, the work 
of a skillful workman. Ex 36:8-19 
2 “The length of each curtain 
shall be twenty-eight ‘cubits, and the 
width of each curtain four cubits; all 
the curtains shall have the same meas- 
urements. I.e. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 
3 “Five curtains shall be joined to 
one another, and the other five cur- 
tains shall be joined to one another. 
4 “You shall make loops of blue 
on the edge of the outermost curtain 
in the first set, and likewise you shall 
make them on the edge of the curtain 
that is outermost in the second set. 
5 “You shall make fifty loops in 
the one curtain, and you shall make 
fifty loops on the edge of the curtain 
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that is in the second set; the loops 
shall be opposite each other. Lit end 

6 “You shall make fifty clasps of 
gold, and "join the curtains to one an- 
other with the clasps so that the 
Ftabernacle will be a unit. Or couple 


Curtains of Goats’ Hair 

7 “Then ®you shall make curtains 
of goats’ hair for a tent over the tab- 
ernacle; you shall make eleven cur- 
tains in all. Ex 36:14 

8 “The length of each curtain 
shall be thirty cubits, and the width of 
each curtain four cubits; the eleven 
curtains shall have the same meas- 
urements. 

9 “You shall join five curtains by 
themselves and the other six curtains 
by themselves, and you shall double 
over the sixth curtain ‘at the front of 
the tent. Lit toward the front of the face of the tent 

10 “You shall make fifty loops on 
the edge of the ‘curtain that is outer- 
most in the first set, and fifty loops on 
the edge of the curtain that is outer- 
most in the second set. Lit one curtain 

11 “You shall make fifty clasps of 
Fbronze, and you shall put the clasps 
into the loops and join the tent to- 
gether so that it will be a unit. 

12 “The overlapping part that is 
left over in the curtains of the tent, the 
half curtain that is left over, shall lap 
over the back of the tabernacle. 

13 “The cubit on one side and the 
cubit on the other, of what is left over 
in the length of the curtains of the 
tent, shall lap over the sides of the 
tabernacle on one side and on the 
other, to cover it. 

14 “RYou shall make a covering 
for the tent of rams’ skins ™dyed red 
and a covering of porpoise skins 
above. Ex 36:19 ¢ Or tanned 


Boards and Sockets 
15 “Then you shall make &the 
boards for the tabernacle of acacia 
wood, standing upright. Ex 36:20-34 
16 “Ten cubits shall be the length 
of Teach board and one and a half cu- 
bits the width of each board. Lit the 
17 “There shall be two tenons for 
each board, ‘fitted to one another; 


25:33 Or calyx 26:1 Or violet 26:6 Or dwelling 
place, and so throughout the ch 26:11 Or copper 


91 


thus you shall do for all the boards of 
the tabernacle. Lit bound 

18 “You shall make the boards for 
the tabernacle: twenty boards for the 
south side. . 

19 “You shall make forty Fsockets 
of silver under the twenty boards, two 
sockets under one board for its two 
tenons and two sockets under another 
board for its two tenons; 

20 and for the second side of the 
tabernacle, on the north side, twenty 
boards, ) 

21 and their forty ™sockets of sil- 
ver; two sockets under one board 
and two sockets under another 
board. Or bases 

_ 22. “For the Trear of the tabernacle, 
to the west, you shall make six 
boards. Lit extreme parts 

23 “You shall make two boards for 
the corners of the tabernacle at the 
rear. 

24 “They shall be double beneath, 
and together they shall be complete 
Tto its top to the first ring; thus it shall 
be with both of them: they shall form 
the two corners. Or at its head 

25 “There shall be eight boards 
with their sockets of silver, sixteen 
sockets; two sockets under one board 
and two sockets under another board. 

26 “Then you shall make ®bars of 
acacia wood, five for the boards of 
one side of the tabernacle, Ex 36:31 

27 and five bars for the boards of 
the Tother side of the tabernacle, and 
five bars for the boards of the side of 
the tabernacle for the rear side to the 
west. Lit second 

28 “The middle bar in the ‘center 
of the boards shall pass through from 
end to end. Lit midst 

29 “You shall overlay the boards 
with gold and make their rings of gold 
as holders for the bars; and you shall 
overlay the bars with gold. 

30 “Then you shall erect the tab- 
ernacle 8according to its plan which 
you have been shown in the moun- 
tain. Ex 25:9, 40; Ac 7:44; He 8:5 


The Veil and Screen 

31 “You shall make 8a veil of blue 
and purple and scarlet material and 
fine twisted linen; it shall be made 
with cherubim, the work of a skillful 
workman. Ex 36:35, 36; 2 Ch 3:14; Ma 27:51; He 9:3 
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32 “You shall Thang it on four pil- 
lars of acacia overlaid with gold, their 
hooks also being of gold, on four 
Tgockets of silver. Lit put ¢ Or bases 

33 “You shall hang up the veil 
under the clasps, and shall bring in 
the ark of the testimony there within 
the veil; and the veil shall serve for 
you as a partition between the holy 
place and the holy of holies. He 9:2f 

34 “You shall put the mercy seat 
on the ark of the testimony in the holy 
of holies. Ex 25:21; 40:20; Le 16:2 

35 “You shall set the table outside 
the veil, and the lampstand opposite 
the table on the side of the tabernacle 
toward the south; and you shall put 
the table on the north side. Ex 40:22 

36 “You shall make a screen for 
the doorway of the tent of blue and 
purple and scarlet material and fine 
twisted linen, the work of a weaver. 

37 “RYou shall make five pillars of 
acacia for the screen and overlay 
them with gold, their hooks also being 
of gold; and you shall cast five sockets 
of bronze for them. Ex 36:38 


The Bronze Altar 

DAT fee es you shall make &the altar 
of acacia wood, five "cubits long 

and five cubits wide; the altar shall be 

Square, and its height shall be three 

cubits. Ex 38:1-7¢ Le, One cubit equals approx 18 in. 

2 “You shall make its horns on 
its four corners; its horns shall be of 
one piece with it, and you shall over- 
lay it with bronze. Ps 118:27 

3 “You shall make its pails for re- 
moving its ashes, and its shovels and 
its basins and its forks and its 
firepans; you shall make all its uten- 
sils of bronze. 

4 “You shall make for it a grating 
of network of bronze, and on the net 
you shall make four bronze rings Tat 
its four corners. Lit on 

5 “You shall put it beneath, under 
the ledge of the altar, so that the net 
will reach halfway up the altar. 

6 “You shall make poles for the 
altar, poles of acacia wood, and over- 
lay them with bronze. 

7 “Its poles shall be inserted into 
the rings, so that the poles shall be on 


26:19 Or bases 
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the two sides of the altar ’when it is 
carried. Nu 4:15 
8 “You shall make it hollow with 
planks; as it was shown to you in the 
mountain, so they shall make it. 


Court of the Tabernacle 

9 “You shall make ®the court of 
the tabernacle. On the south side 
there shall be hangings for the court 
of fine twisted linen one hundred cu- 
bits long for one side; Ex 38:9-20 

10 and its pillars shall be twenty, 
with their twenty sockets of bronze; 
the hooks of the pillars and their 
Tpyands shall be of silver. Or fillets, rings 

11 “Likewise for the north side in 
length there shall be hangings one 
hundred cubits long, and its twenty 
pillars with their twenty sockets of 
bronze; the hooks of the pillars and 
their bands shall be of silver. 

12 “For the width of the court on 
the west side shall be hangings of fifty 
cubits with their ten pillars and their 
ten sockets. 

13 “The width of the court on the 
east side shall be fifty cubits. 

14 “The hangings for the one ‘side 
of the gate shall be fifteen cubits with 
their three pillars and their three 
sockets. Lit shoulder 

15 “And for the ‘other side shall 
be hangings of fifteen cubits with 
their three pillars and their three 
sockets. Lit second 

16 “For the gate of the court there 
shall be a screen of twenty cubits, of 
Tblue and purple and scarlet material 
and fine twisted linen, the work of a 
weaver, with their four pillars and 
their four sockets. Or violet 

17 “All the pillars around the court 
shall be furnished with silver bands 
with their hooks of silver and their 
sockets of bronze. 

18 “The length of the court shall 
be one hundred cubits, and the width 
fifty throughout, and the height five 
cubits of fine twisted linen, and their 
sockets of bronze. 

19 “All the utensils of the taberna- 
cle used in all its service, and all its 
pegs, and all the pegs of the court, 
shall be of bronze. 

20 “You shall charge the sons of 
Israel, that they bring you ®clear oil of 


beaten olives for the light, to make a 
lamp burn continually. Ex 35:8, 28; Le 24:1-4 

21 “In the tent of meeting, outside 
the veil which is before the testimony, 
Aaron and his sons shall keep it in 
order from evening to morning before 
the Lorp; it shall be a perpetual 
statute throughout their generations 
for the sons of Israel. 


Garments of the Priests 

PR bring near to yourself 

Aaron your brother, and his 

sons with him, from among the sons 

of Israel, to minister as priest to Me— 

Aaron, 8Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar 

and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. Ex 24:1, 9 

2 “You shall make holy garments 

for Aaron your brother, for glory and 
for beauty. 

3 “You shall speak to all the 
Rgkillful persons whom I have en- 
dowed with the spirit of wisdom, that 
they make Aaron’s garments to con- 
secrate him, that he may minister as 
priest to Me. Ex 31:6; 35:25, 31-35; 36:1 

4 “These are the garments which 
they shall make: a "breastpiece and 
an ephod and a robe and a tunic of 
checkered work, a turban and a sash, 
and they shall make holy garments 
for Aaron your brother and his sons, 
that he may minister as priest to Me. 

5 “They shall take ®the gold and 
the blue and the purple and the scar- 
let material and the fine linen. Ex 25:3 

6 “They shall also make &the 
ephod of gold, of blue and purple and 
scarlet material and fine twisted 
linen, the work of the skillful work- 

n. Ex 39:2-7; Le 8:7 

7 “It shall have two shoulder 
pieces joined to its two ends, that it 
may be joined. 

8 “The skillfully woven band, 
which is on it, shall be like its work- 
manship, of the same material: of 
gold, of blue and purple and scarlet 
material and fine twisted linen. 

9 “You shall take two onyx 
stones and engrave on them the 
names of the sons of Israel, 

10 six of their names on the one 
stone and the names of the remaining 
six on the ‘other stone, according to 
their birth. 


Lit second 


28:4 Or pouch 
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11 “As ajeweler engraves a signet, 
you shall engrave the two stones ac- 
cording to the names of the sons of Is- 
rael; you shall set them in filigree 
settings of gold. 

12 “You shall put the two stones 
on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, 
as stones of memorial for the sons of 
Israel, and Aaron shall bear their 
names before the Lorp on his two 
shoulders for a memorial. Fx 28:29: 39-6f 

_ 13 “You shall make filigree set- 
tings of gold, Ex 39:16-18 

14 and two chains of pure gold; 
you shall make them of twisted 
cordage work, and you shall put the 
corded chains on the filigree settings. 

15 “®You shall make a ‘breast- 


- piece of judgment, the work of a skill- 


ful workman; like the work of the 
ephod you shall make it: of gold, of 
blue and purple and scarlet material 
and fine twisted linen you shall make 
it. Ex 39:8-21 ¢ Or pouch 

16 “It shall be square and folded 
double, a span ‘in length and a span 
in width. Lit its 

17 “You shall mount on it four 
rows of stones; the first row shall bea 


~ row of ruby, topaz and emerald; 


18 and the second row a 
turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; 

19 and the third row a jacinth, an 
agate and an amethyst; 

20 and the fourth row a beryl and 
an onyx and a jasper; they shall be set 
in gold filigree. 

21 “The stones shall be according 
to the names of the sons of Israel: 
twelve, according to their names; they 
shall be like the engravings of a seal, 
each Raccording to his name for the 
twelve tribes. Re 7:4-8; 21:12 

22 “You shall make on the "breast- 
piece chains of twisted cordage work 
in pure gold. Or pouch, and so through v 30 

23 “You shall make on the breast- 
piece two rings of gold, and shall put 
the two rings on the two ends of the 
breastpiece. 

24 “You shall put the two cords of 
gold on the two rings at the ends of 
the breastpiece. 

25 “You shall put the other two 
ends of the two cords on the two fili- 
gree settings, and put them on the 
shoulder pieces of the ephod, at the 
front of it. 
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26 “You shall make two rings of 
gold and shall place them on the two 
ends of the breastpiece, on the edge 
of it, which is toward the inner side of 
the ephod. | 

27 “You shall make two rings of 
gold and put them on the bottom of 
the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, 
on the front of it close to the place 
where it is joined, above the skillfully 
woven band of the ephod. 

28 “They shall bind the breast- 
piece by its rings to the rings of the 
ephod with a blue cord, so that it will 
be on the skillfully woven band of the 
ephod, and that the breastpiece will 
not come loose from the ephod. 

29 “Aaron shall carry the names 
of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece 
of judgment over his heart when he 
enters the holy place, for a memorial 
before the Lorp continually. 

30 “You shall put in the breast- 
piece of judgment the FUrim and the 
Thummim, and they shall be over 
Aaron’s heart when he goes in before 
the Lorp; and Aaron shall carry the 
judgment of the sons of Israel over his 
heart before the Lorp continually. 

31 “You shall make the robe of 
the ephod all of blue. Ex 39:22-26 

32 “There shall be an opening at 
its top in the middle of it; around its 
opening there shall be a binding of 
woven work, like the opening of a 
coat of mail, so that it will not be torn. 

33 “You shall make on its hem 
pomegranates of blue and purple and 
scarlet material, all around on its 
hem, and bells of gold between them 
all around: 

34 a golden bell and a pomegran- 
ate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, 
all around on the hem of the robe. 

35 “It shall be on Aaron ™when he 
ministers; and ‘its tinkling shall be 
heard when he enters and leaves the 
holy place before the Lorp, so that he 
will not die. Lit for ministering ¢ Lit its sound 

36 “You shall also make ®a plate 
of pure gold and shall engrave on it, 
like the engravings of a seal, ‘Holy to 
the Lorb,’’ Ex 39:30, 31; Le 8:9 * Ze 14:20 

37 “You shall fasten it on a blue 
cord, and it shall be on the turban; it 
shall be at the front of the turban. 


28:30 L.e. lights and perfections 
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38 “It shall be on Aaron’s fore- 
head, and Aaron shall take away the 
iniquity of the holy things which the 
sons of Israel consecrate, with regard 
to all their holy gifts; and it shall al- 
ways be on his forehead, that they 
may be accepted before the Lorp. 

39 “You shall weave ®the tunic of 
checkered work of fine linen, and 
shall make a turban of fine linen, and 
you shall make a sash, the work of a 
weaver. Ex 39:27-29 

40 “For Aaron’s sons you shall 
make tunics; you shall also make 
sashes for them, and you shall make 
Teaps for them, for glory and for 
beauty. Ex 28:4; 39:27, 41 ¢ Lit headgear 
4] “You shall put them on Aaron 
your brother and on his sons with 
him; and you shall anoint them and 
ordain them and consecrate them, 
that they may serve Me as priests. 

42 “You shall make for them 8li- 
nen breeches to cover their bare flesh; 
they shall reach from the loins even 
to the thighs. — Ex 39:28; Le 6:10; 16:4; Eze 44:18 

43 “They shall be on Aaron and on 
his sons when they enter the tent of 
meeting, or when they approach the 
altar to minister in the holy place, so 
that they do not incur guilt and die. It 
shall be a statute forever to him and to 
his descendants after him. 


Consecration of the Priests 
2 1 ett this is ‘what you shall do 
to them to consecrate them to 
minister as priests to Me: take one 
young bull and two rams without 
blemish, Le 8:1-34 © Lit the thing which 
2 and ®unleavened bread and un- 
leavened cakes mixed with oil, and 
unleavened wafers ‘spread with oil; 
you shall make them of fine wheat 
flour. Le 2:4; 6:19-23 ¢ Or anointed 
3 “You shall put them in one bas- 
ket, and present them in the basket 
along with the bull and the two rams. 
4 “Then ®you shall bring Aaron 
and his sons to the doorway of the 
tent of meeting and wash them with 
water. Ex 40:12; Le 8:6 
5 “You shall take the garments, 
and put on Aaron the &tunic and the 
robe of the ephod and &the ephod and 
Rthe breastpiece, and gird him with 
the skillfully woven band of the 
ephod; £x 28:39; Le 8:7 « Ex 28:31 © Ex 28:6 © Ex 28:15 
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6 and you shall set the 8turban 
on his head and put the holy crown 
on the turban. — Ex 28:4, 39 « Ex 28:36, 37; Le 8:9 

7 “Then you. shall take the 
anointing oil and pour it on his head 
and anoint him. 

8 “You shall bring his sons and 
put ponte on them. Ex 28:39, 40; Le 8:13 

9 “You shall gird them with 
Rsgashes, Aaron and his sons, and bind 
caps on them, and they shall have 
the priesthood by a perpetual statute. 
So you shall ordain Aaron and his 
SONS. Ex 28:40 ¢ Ex 40:15; Nu 3:10; 18:7; 25:13; De 18:5 


The Sacrifices 

10 “Then you shall bring the bull 
before the tent of meeting, and Aaron 
and his sons shall lay their hands on 
the head of the bull. Le 1:4; 8:14 

11 “You shall slaughter the bull 
before the Lorp at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. 

12 “You shall 8take some of the 
blood of the bull and put it on the 
horns of the altar with your finger; 
and you shall pour out all the blood 
at the base of the altar. Le 8:15 « Ex 27:2; 30:2 

13. “You shall 8take all the fat that 
covers the entrails and the ‘lobe of the 
liver, and the two kidneys and the fat 
that is on them, and offer them up in 
smoke on the altar. Le 3:3, 4¢ Or appendage on 

14 “But ®the flesh of the bull and 
its hide and its refuse, you shall burn 
with fire outside the camp; it is a sin 
offering. Le 4:11, 12, 21; He 13:11 

15 “You shall also take the one 
ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay 
their hands on the head of the ram; 

16 and you shall slaughter the 
ram and shall take its blood and 
sprinkle it around on the altar. 

17 “Then you shall cut the ram 
into its pieces, and wash its entrails 
and its legs, and put them 'with its 
pieces and ‘its head. Lit on ¢ Lit on its 

18 “You shall offer up in smoke 
the whole ram on the altar; it is a 
burnt offering to the Lorp: Rit is a 
soothing aroma, an offering by fire to 
the Lorp. Ge 8:21; Ex 29:25 

19 “Then you shall take the 
Tother ram, and Aaron and his sons 
shall lay their hands on the head of 
the ram. Le 8:22f ¢ Lit second 

20 “You shall slaughter the ram, 
and take some of its blood and put it 


95 


on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and 
on the lobes of his sons’ right ears 
and on the thumbs of their right 
hands and on the big toes of their 
right feet, and sprinkle the rest of the 
blood around on the altar. 

21 “Then you shall take some of 
the blood that is on the altar and some 
of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on 
Aaron and on his garments and on his 
sons and on his sons’ garments with 
him; so he and his garments shall be 
consecrated, as well as his sons and 
his sons’ garments with him. 

22 “You shall also take the fat 
from the ram and the fat tail, and the 
fat that covers the entrails and the 
Tlobe of the liver, and the two kidneys 
- and the fat that is on them and the 
right thigh (for it is a ram of Tordina- 
= tion), Or appendage on ¢ Lit filling 

23 and one cake of bread and one 
cake of bread mixed with oil and one 
wafer from the basket of unleavened 
bread which is set before the Lorp; 

24 and you shall put ‘all these Tin 
the "hands of Aaron and in the 
hands of his sons, and shall wave 

them as a wave offering before the 
~ orp: Lit the whole « Lit on « Lit palms 

25 “RYou shall take them from 
their hands, and offer them up in 
smoke on the altar on the burnt offer- 
ing for a soothing aroma before the 
Lorp; it is an offering by fire to the 

ORD. Le 8:28 

26 “Then you shall take the breast 
of Aaron’s ram of ordination, and 
wave it as a wave offering before the 
Lorp; and it shall be your portion. 

27 “You shall consecrate the 
breast of the wave offering and the 
thigh of the heave offering which was 
waved and which was offered from 
the ram of ‘ordination, from the one 
which was for Aaron and from the 
one which was for his sons. Lit filling 

28 “It shall be for Aaron and his 
sons as their portion forever from the 
sons of Israel, for it is a heave offer- 
ing; and it shall be a heave offering 
from the sons of Israel from the sacri- 
fices of their peace offerings, even 
their heave offering to the Lorp. 

29 “®The holy garments of Aaron 
shall be for his sons after him, that in 
them they may be anointed and or- 
dained. Nu 20:26, 28 
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30 “For seven days the one of:his 
sons who is priest in his stead shall 
put them on when he enters the tent 
ue meeting to minister in the holy 
place. 


Food of the Priests 

31 “You shall take the ram of Tor- 
dination and ®boil its flesh in a holy 
place. Lit filling © Le 8:31 

32 “Aaron and his sons shall eat 
the flesh of the ram and the bread that 
is in the basket, at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. . 

33 “Thus 8they shall eat those 
things by which atonement was made 
at their ordination and consecration; 
but a layman shall not eat them, be- 
cause they are holy. Le 10:14 Le 22:10, 13 

34 “If any of the flesh of Tordina- 
tion or any of the bread remains until 
morning, then you shall burn the re- 
mainder with fire; it shall not be 
eaten, because it is holy. Lit filling 

35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron 
and to his sons, according to all that I 
have commanded you; you shall or- 
dain them through ®seven days. Le8:33 

36 “REach day you shall offer a 
bull as a sin offering for atonement, 
and you shall purify the altar when 
you make atonement for it, and you 
shall anoint it to consecrate it. He 10:11 

37. “For seven days you shall make 
atonement "for the altar and conse- 
crate it; then ®the altar shall be most 
holy, and whatever touches the altar 
shall be holy. Lit upon ¢ Ex 30:28f 

38 “Now this is what you shall 
offer on the altar: two one year old 
lambs each day, continuously. 

39 “The one lamb you shall offer 
in the morning and the other lamb 
you shall offer at twilight; — Eze 46:13-15 

40 and there shall be one-tenth of 
an ephah of fine flour mixed with 
one-fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and 
one-fourth of a hin of wine for a drink 
offering with one lamb. 

4] “The ‘other lamb you shall 
offer at twilight, and shall offer with it 
the same grain offering and the same 
drink offering as in the morning, fora 
soothing aroma, an offering by fire to 
the LORD. Lit second 

42 “It shall be a continual burnt 
offering throughout your generations 
at the doorway of the tent of meeting 
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before the Lorp, where I will meet 
with you, to speak to you there. 

43 “I will meet there with the sons 
of Israel, and it shall be consecrated 
by My glory 

44 “T will consecrate the tent of 
meeting and the altar; I will also con- 
secrate Aaron and his sons to minister 
as priests to Me. 

45 “I will dwell among the sons of 
Israel and will be their God. 

46 “They shall know that ®I am the 
Lorp their God who brought them out 
of the land of Egypt, that I might 
dwell among them; I am the Lorp 
their God. Ex 20:2 


The Altar of Incense 

At A as ere you shall make %an 
altar as a place for burning in- 

cense; you shall make it of acacia 

wood. Ex 37:25-29 

2 “Its length shall be a cubit, and 
its width a cubit, it shall be square, 
and its height shall be two cubits; its 
horns shall be of one piece with it. 

3 “You shall overlay it with pure 
gold, its top and its ‘sides all around, 
and its horns; and you shall make a 
gold molding all around for it. Lit wats 

4 “You shall make two gold rings 
for it under its molding; you shall 
make them on its two side walls—on 
Topposite sides—and ‘they shall be 
holders for poles with which to carry 
it. Lit its two e Lit it 

5 “You shall make the poles of 
gencke wood and overlay them with 
gold. 
6 “You shall put this altar in front 
of the veil that is near the ark of the 
testimony, in front of the mercy seat 
that is over the ark of the testimony, 
where | will meet with you. 

7 “Aaron shall burn fragrant in- 
cense on it; he shall burn it every 
morning when he trims the lamps. 

8 “When Aaron ‘trims the lamps 
at twilight, he shall burn incense. 
There shall be perpetual incense be- 
fore the Lorp throughout your gener- 
ations. Lit causes to ascend 

9 “You shall not offer any 
strange incense on 'this altar, or burnt 
offering or meal offering; and you 
onan not pour out a drink offering on 
1 Lit it 

10 “Aaron shall }make atonement 


on its horns once a year; he shall 
make atonement on it with the blood 
of the sin offering of atonement once 
a year throughout your generations. 
It is most holy to the Lorb.” Le 16:18 

11 The Lorp also spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

12 “When you take 8a census of 
the sons of Israel to number them, 
then each one of them shall give a 
ransom for himself to the Lorp, when 
you number them, so that there will 
be no plague among them when you 
number them. Ex 38:25, 26; Nu 1:2; 26:2 

13 “This is what everyone who is 
numbered shall give: half a shekel ac- 
cording to the shekel of the sanctuary 
(the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a 
shekel as a contribution to the Lorp. 

14 “Everyone who is numbered, 
from twenty years old and over, shall 
give the contribution to the Lorpb. 

15 “The rich shall not pay more 
and the poor shall not pay less than 
the half shekel, when you give the 
contribution to the Lorp to make 
atonement for yourselves. Lit your souls 

16 “You shall take the atonement 

money from the sons of Israel and 
shall give it for the service of the tent 
of meeting, that it may be a memorial 
for the sons of Israel before the Lorp, 
to make atonement for yourselves.” 
_ 17 The Lorp spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 
18 “You shall also make a laver of 
bronze, with its base of bronze, for 
washing; and you shall put it between 
the tent of meeting and the altar, and 
you shall put water in it. 

19 “Aaron and his sons shall 
Rwash their hands and their feet from 
it; Ex 40:31f; Is 52:11 

20 when they enter the tent of 
meeting, they shall wash with water, 
so that they will not die; or when they 
approach the altar to minister, by of- 
fering up in smoke a fire sacrifice to 
the Lorp. 

21 “So they shall wash their hands 
and their feet, so that they will not die; 
and it shall be a perpetual statute for 
them, for Aaron and his descendants 
throughout their generations.” 


The Anointing Oil 
22 Moreover, the Lorp spoke to 
Moses, saying, 
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23 “Take also for yourself the 
finest of spices: of flowing myrrh five 
hundred shekels, and of fragrant cin- 
namon half as much, two hundred 
and fifty, and of fragrant cane two 
hundred and fifty, 

24 and of cassia five hundred, ac- 
cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
and of olive oil a hin. 

25 “You shall make ‘of these a 
holy anointing oil, a perfume mixture, 
the work of a perfumer; it shall be 8a 
holy anointing oil. Lit it + Ex 37:29; 40:9: Le 8:10 

26 “With it 8you shall anoint the 
tent of meeting and the ark of the tes- 
timony, Ex 40:9; Le 8:10; Nu 7:1 

27 and the table and all its uten- 
sils, and the lampstand and its uten- 
sils, and the altar of incense, 

; 28 and the altar of burnt offering 
~ and all its utensils, and the laver and 
its stand. 

29 “You shall also consecrate 
them, that they may be most holy; 
whatever touches them shall be holy. 

30 “You shall anoint Aaron and 
his sons, and consecrate them, that 
they may minister as priests to Me. 

31 “You shall speak to the sons of 
Israel, saying, ‘This shall be a holy 
anointing oil to Me throughout your 
generations. 

32 ‘It shall not be poured on any- 
one’s body, nor shall you make any 
like it in the same proportions; it is 
holy, and it shall be holy to you. 

33 ‘Whoever shall mix any like it 
or whoever puts any of it on a lay- 
man 8shall be cut off from his peo- 
ple.’” Ex 30:38 © Ge 17:14; Ex 12:15; Le 7:20f 


The Incense 

34 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Take for yourself spices, stacte and 
onycha and galbanum, spices with 
pure frankincense; there shall be an 
equal part of each. 

35 “With it you shall make in- 
cense, a perfume, the work of a per- 
fumer, salted, pure, and holy. 

36 “You shall beat some of it very 
fine, and put part of it before the tes- 
timony in the tent of meeting }where 
I will meet with you; it shall be most 
holy to you. Ex 29:42 

37. “The incense which you shall 
make, you shall not make in the same 
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proportions for yourselves; it shall be 
holy to you for the Lorp. 

38 “RWhoever shall make any like 
it, to Tuse as perfume, shall be cut off 
from his people.” Ex 30:33 © Lit smell of it 


The Skilled Craftsmen 
3 j rel the LorpD spoke to Moses, 
Ssaylng, Ex 35:30-36:1 


2 “See, I have called by name 
Bezalel, the 8son of Uri, the son of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 1 Ch 2:20 

3 “I have filled him with the 
Spirit of God in wisdom, in under- 
standing, in knowledge, and in all 
kinds of Tcraftsmanship, Or workmanship 

4 to make artistic designs for 
work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, 

5 and in the cutting of stones "for 
settings, and in the carving of wood, 
that he may work in all kinds of 
craftsmanship. Lit to fill in (for a setting) 

6 “And behold, ] Myself have ap- 
pointed with him 8Oholiab, the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and 
in the hearts of all who are skillful I 
have put skill, that they may make all 
that Ihave commanded you: — £x35:34 

7 ®the tent of meeting, and the 
ark of testimony, and ®the mercy seat 
upon it, and all the furniture of the 
tent, Ex 36:8-38 © Ex 37:1-5 © Ex 37:6-9 

8 the table also and its utensils, 
and the pure gold lampstand with all 
its utensils, and the altar of incense, 

9 the altar of burnt offering also 
with all its ™utensils, and the laver 
and its stand, Ex 38:1-7 © Or vessels ¢ Ex 38:8 

10 the woven garments as well, 
and the holy garments for Aaron the 
priest, and the garments of his sons, 
with which to ‘carry on their priest- 
hood; Ex 39:1 © Lit minister as priests 

11 the anointing oil also, and the 
fragrant incense for the holy place, 
they are to make them according to 
all that I have commanded you.” 


The Sign of the Sabbath 
12 The Lorp spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 

13 “But as for you, speak to the 
sons of Israel, saying, ‘You shall 
surely observe My sabbaths; for this 
is Ra sign between Me and you 
throughout your generations, that you 
may know that I am the Lorp who 
sanctifies you. Ex 20:8 « Ex 31:17; Eze 20:12, 20 
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14 ‘Therefore you are to observe 
the sabbath, for it is holy to you. 
Everyone who profanes it shall surely 
be put to death; for whoever does any 
work on it, that person shall be cut off 
from among his people. 

15 ‘8For six days work may be 
done, but on the seventh day there is 
a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the 
Lorp; whoever does any work on the 
sabbath day shall surely be put to 
death. Ex 20:9-11; 23:12; 34:21; 35:2; Le 23:3; De 5:12-14 

16 ‘So the sons of Israel shall ob- 
serve the sabbath, to ‘celebrate the 
sabbath throughout their generations 
as a perpetual covenant.’ Lit do 

17 “It is a sign between Me and 
the sons of Israel forever; 8for in six 
days the Lorp made heaven and 
earth, but on the seventh day He 
ceased from labor, and was re- 
freshed.” Ex 31:13; Eze 20:12 ¢ Ge 1:31; 2:2, 3; Ex 20:11 

18 When He had finished speak- 
ing with him upon Mount Sinai, He 
gave Moses the two tablets of the tes- 
timony, tablets of stone, ®written by 
the finger of God. Ex 32:15, 16; 34:1, 28; De 9:10 


The Golden Calf 
3 Now when the people saw that 
Moses delayed to come down 
from the mountain, the people assem- 
bled about Aaron and said to him, 
“Come, make us a god who will go 
before us; as for this Moses, the man 
who brought us up from the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has be- 
come of him.” Ex 24:18; De 9:11, 12 © Ac 7:40 

2 Aaron said to them, “Tear off 
the gold rings which are in the ears of 
your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” 

3 Then all the people tore off the 
gold rings which were in their ears 
and brought them to Aaron. 

4 He took this from their hand, 
and fashioned it with a graving tool 
and made it into a ®molten calf; and 
they said, “This is your god, O Israel, 
who brought you up from the land of 
Egypt.” De 9:16; Ne 9:18; Ps 106:19; Ac 7:41 

5 Now when Aaron saw this, he 
built an altar before it; and Aaron 
made a proclamation and said, “To- 
morrow shall be a feast to the Lorp.” 

6 So the next day they rose early 
and offered burnt offerings, and 
brought peace offerings; and &the 
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people sat down to eat and to drink, 
and rose up to play. Ac 7:41 1 Co 10:7 

7 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
“Go down at once, for your people, 
whom you brought up from the land 
of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 

8 “They have quickly turned 
aside from the way which I com- 
manded them. They have made for 
themselves a molten calf, and have 
worshiped it and ®have sacrificed to it 
and said, ‘®This is your god, O Israel, 
who brought you up from the land of 
Egypt!” Ex 22:20; 34:15; De 32:17 © 1 Ki 12:28 

9 The Lorp said to Moses, “I 
have seen this people, and behold, 
they are an obstinate people. 

10 “Now then 8let Me alone, that 
My anger may burn against them and 
that I may destroy them; and I will 
make of you a great nation.” De 9:14 


Moses’ Entreaty 

11 Then RMoses entreated the 
Lorp his God, and said, “O Lorp, why 
does Your anger burn against Your 
people whom You have brought out 
from the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 

12 “Why should the Egyptians 
speak, saying, ‘With evil intent He 
brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains and to destroy them from 
the face of the earth’? Turn from Your 
burning anger and change Your mind 
about doing harm to Your people. 

13 “Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, Your servants to whom You 
Rswore by Yourself, and said to them, 
‘I will multiply your descendants as 
the stars of the heavens, and all this 
land of which I have spoken I will give 
to your descendants, and they shall 
inherit it forever.” Ge 22:16-18; He 6:13 

14 So the Lorp changed His 
mind about the harm which He said 
He would do to His people. Ps 106:45 

15 ®Then Moses turned and went 
down from the mountain with the two 
tablets of the testimony in his hand, 
tablets which were written on both 
Tsides; they were written on one side 
and the other. De 9:15 + Ex 31:18 « Lit their sides 

16 The tablets were God’s work; 
and the writing was God’s writing en- 
graved on the tablets. 

17 Now when Joshua heard the 
sound of the people ‘as they shouted, 
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he said to Moses, “There is a sound of 
war in the camp.” Lit in its shouting 
18 But he said, 
“It is not the sound of the cry of 
triumph, 
Nor is it the sound of the cry 
of defeat; 
But the sound of singing I 
hear.” 


Moses’ Anger 

19 It came about, as soon as 
TMoses came near the camp, that ®he 
saw the calf and the dancing; and 
Moses’ anger burned, and ®he threw 
the tablets from his hands and shat- 
tered them ‘at the foot of the moun- 
tain. Lit nee Ex 32:6; De 9:16 * De 9:17 « Lit beneath 

20 ®He took the calf which they 
had made and burned it with fire, and 
ground it to powder, and scattered it 
over the surface of the water and 
made the sons of Israel drink it. De 9:21 

21 Then Moses said to Aaron, 
“What did this people do to you, that 
you have brought such great sin upon 
them?” 

22 Aaron said, “Do not let the 
anger of my lord burn; you know the 
people yourself, §that they are ‘prone 
to evil. De 9:24 « Lit in evil 

23 “For they said to me, ‘Make a 
god for us who will go before us; for 
this Moses, the man who brought us 
up from the land of Egypt, we do not 
know what has become of him,’ 

24 “I said to them, ‘Whoever has 
any gold, let them tear it off.’ So they 
gave it to me, and ®I threw it into the 
fire, and out came this calf.” Ex 32:4 

25 Now when Moses saw that 
the people were out of control—for 
Aaron had ®let them ‘get out of con- 
trol to be a derision among their ene- 
mies— 1 Ki 12:28-30; 14:16 © Lit go loose 

26 then Moses stood in the gate of 
the camp, and said, “Whoever is for 
the Lorp, come to me!” And all the 
sons of Levi gathered together to him. 

27 Hesaid to them, “Thus says the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, ‘Every man of 
you put his sword upon his thigh, and 
go back and forth from gate to gate in 
the camp, and kill every man his 
brother, and every man his friend, and 
every man his "neighbor.’” Or kin 

28 So 8the sons of Levi did as 
Moses instructed, and about three 
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thousand men of the people fell that 
day. Nu 25:7-13:; De 33:9 

29 Then Moses said, “'Dedicate 
yourselves today to the Lorp—for 
every man has been against his son 
and against his brother—in order that 
He may bestow a blessing upon you 
today.” Lit Fill your hand 

30 On the next day Moses said to 
the people, “You yourselves have com- 
mitted a great sin; and now I am 
going up to the Lorp, perhaps I can 
make atonement for your sin.” 

31 Then Moses returned to the 
Lorp, and said, “Alas, this people has 
committed a great sin, and they have 
made a god of gold for themselves. 

32 “But now, if You will, forgive 
their sin—and if not, please blot me 
out from Your book which You have 
written!” 

33 The Lorp said to Moses, “Who- 
ever has sinned against Me, I will blot 
him out of My book. 

34 “But go now, lead the people 
Rwhere I told you. Behold, My angel 
Shall go before you; nevertheless in 
the day when I punish, 81 will punish 
them for their sin.” Ex 3:17 « Ex 23:20 « Ps 99:8 

35 Then the Lorp smote the peo- 
ple, because of what they did with the 
calf which Aaron had made. 


The Journey Resumed 
3 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
“Depart, go up from here, you 
and the people whom you have 
brought up from the land of Egypt, to 
the land of which ®I swore to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To 
your descendants I will give it.’ Ex 32:13 

2 “I will send an angel before you 
and I will drive out the Canaanite, the 
Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the 
Hivite and the Jebusite. 

3 “Go up to a land ®flowing with 
milk and honey; for I will not go up in 
your midst, because you are ®an ob- 
stinate people, and I might destroy 
you on the way.” Ex 3:8, 17 © Ex 32:9; 33:5 

4 When the people heard this 
Tgad word, ®they went into mourning, 
and none of them put on his orna- 
ments. Lit evil e Nu 14:1, 39 

5 For the Lorp had said to 
Moses, “Say to the sons of Israel, ‘You 
are an obstinate people; should I go 
up in your midst for one moment, I 
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would destroy you. Now therefore, 
put off your ornaments from you, that 
I may know what I shall do with 
you.” Ex 33:3 

6 So the sons of Israel stripped 
themselves of their ornaments, from 
Mount Horeb onward. 

7 Now Moses used to take the 
tent and pitch it outside the camp, a 
good distance from the camp, and he 
called it the tent of meeting. And 
Reveryone who sought the Lorp 
would go out to the tent of meeting 
which was outside the camp. — Ex 29:42f 

8 And it came about, whenever 
Moses went out to the tent, that all the 
people would arise and stand, each at 
the entrance of his tent, and gaze after 
Moses until he entered the tent. 

9 Whenever Moses entered the 
tent, 8the pillar of cloud would de- 
scend and stand at the entrance of the 
tent; Rand "the Lorp would speak 
with Moses. Ex 13:21 ¢ Ps 99:7 © Lit He 

10 When all the people saw the 
pillar of cloud standing at the en- 
trance of the tent, all the people would 
arise and worship, each at the en- 
trance of his tent. 

11 Thus the Lorp used to speak to 
Moses face to face, just as a man 
speaks to his friend. When Moses re- 
turned to the camp, ®his servant 
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, 
would not depart from the tent. Ex 24:13 


Moses Intercedes 
12 Then Moses said to the Lorp, 
“See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this 
people!’ But You Yourself have not let 
me know whom You will send with 
me. Moreover, You have said, ‘I have 
Known you by name, and you have 
also found favor in My sight’ —_&x 33:2 
13 “Now therefore, I pray You, if I 
have found favor in Your sight, 8let me 
know Your ways that I may know You, 
so that I may find favor in Your sight. 
Consider too, that this nation is Your 
people.” Ps 25:4; 27:11; 51:13; 86:11; 119:33 
14 And He said, “My presence 
shall go with you, and 8] will give 
you rest.” De 12:10; 25:19; Jos 21:44; 22:4 
15 Then he said to Him, “If Your 
presence does not go with us, do not 
lead us up from here. Ps 80:3, 7, 19 
16 “For how then can it be known 
that I have found favor in Your sight, I 
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and Your people? Is it not by Your 
going with us, so that ®we, I and Your 
people, may be distinguished from all 
the other people who are upon the 
face of the Tearth?” Le 20:24, 26 Lit ground 
Vw 17 The Lorp said to Moses, “I 
will also do this thing of which 
you have spoken; ®for you have found 
favor in My sight and I have known 
you by name.” Ex 33:12 
18 8Then ™Moses said, “I pray You, 
show me Your glory!” —_ Ex 33:20-23 « Lit he 
19 And He said, “8I Myself will 
make all My goodness pass before 
you, and will proclaim the name of 
the Lorp before you; and 8I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show compassion on whom I 
will show compassion.” Ex 34:6,7 © Ro 9:15 
20 But He said, “You cannot see 
My face, for no man can see Me and 
live!” Is 6:5; 1 Ti 6:16 
21 Then the Lorp said, “Behold, 
there is a place "by Me, and you shall 
stand there on the rock; Lit with 
22 and it will come about, while 
My glory is passing by, that I will put 
you in the cleft of the rock and ®cover 
you with My hand until I have passed 
by. Ps 91:1, 4; Is 49:2; 51:16 
23 “Then I will take My hand 
away and you shall see My back, but 
My face shall not be seen.” 


The Two Tablets Replaced 

Now the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Cut out for yourself ®two stone 
tablets like the former ones, and I will 
write on the tablets the words that 
were on the former tablets which you 
shattered. Ex 24:12; 31:18; 32:16, 19 
2 “So be ready by morning, and 
come up in the morning to Mount 
Sinai, and present yourself there to 

Me on the top of the mountain. 
3 “RNo man is to come up with 
you, nor let any man be seen any- 
where on the mountain; even the 
flocks and the herds may not graze in 
front of that mountain.” Ex 19:12, 13 
_ 4 Sohe cut out ®two stone tablets 
like the former ones, and Moses rose 
up early in the morning and went up 
to Mount Sinai, as the Lorp had com- 
manded him, and he took two stone 
tablets in his hand. Ex 34:1 


Y 33:14 3% 33:17-19 
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5 The Lorp descended in the 
cloud and stood there with him as he 
called upon the name of the Lorp. 

6 Then the Lorp passed by in 
front of him and proclaimed, “The 
Lorp, the Lorp God, compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in lovingkindness and 
Ttruth; Or faithfulness 

7 who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; yet He will by 
no means leave the guilty unpun- 
ished, visiting the iniquity of fathers 
on the children and on the grandchil- 
dren to the third and fourth genera- 
TiONS.” Ex 20:5, 6: De 5:10: 7:9; Ps 103:3; 130:3, 4; 1 Jo 1:9 

8 Moses made haste to bow low 
toward the earth and worship. 

9 He said, “8If now I have found 
favor in Your sight, O Lord, I pray, 
let the Lord go along in our midst, 
even though &the people are so obsti- 
nate, and ®pardon our iniquity and 
our sin, and take us as Your own pos- 
session.” Ex 33:13 © Ex 32:9 ¢ Ex 34:7 


The Covenant Renewed 
10 Then God said, “Behold, 8I 
am going to make a covenant. 
Before all your people ®I will perform 
miracles which have not been pro- 
duced in all the earth nor among any 
of the nations; and all the people 
among whom you live will see the 
working of the Lorp, for it is a fearful 
thing that Iam going to perform with 
you. Ex 34:27, 28; De 5:2 * De 4:32; Ps 72:18; 136:4 
11 “Be sure to observe what I am 
commanding you this day: behold, ®I 
am going to drive out the Amorite be- 
fore you, and the Canaanite, the Hit- 
tite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. Lit Observe for yourself ¢ Ex 33:2 
12 “8Watch yourself that you 
make no covenant with the inhabi- 
tants of the land into which you are 
going, or it will become a snare in 
your midst. Ex 23:32, 33 
13 “kBut rather, you are to tear 
down their altars and smash their sa- 
cred pillars and cut down their ‘Ash- 
erim Ex 23:24; De 12:3 
14 —for you shall not worship any 
other god, for the Lorp, whose name 
is Jealous, is a jealous God— 
15 otherwise you might make a 
covenant with the inhabitants of the 
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land and they would play the harlot 
with their gods and 8sacrifice to their 
gods, and someone might invite you 
to eat of his sacrifice, Ex 22:20; 32:8 

16 and you might take some of his 
daughters for your sons, and his 
daughters might play the harlot with 
their gods and cause your sons also 
to play the harlot with their gods. 

17 “8You shall make for yourself 
no molten gods. Ex 20:4, 23; Le 19:4; De 5:8 

18 “You shall observe the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread. For seven days 
you are to eat unleavened bread, as I 
commanded you, at the appointed 
time in the month of Abib, for in the 
month of Abib you came out of Egypt. 

19 “8The first offspring from every 
womb belongs to Me, and all your 
male livestock, the first offspring 
from cattle and sheep. Ex 13:2; 22:29f 

20 “8You shall redeem with a lamb 
the first offspring from a donkey; and 

if you do not redeem it, then you 
shall break its neck. You shall redeem 
all the firstborn of your sons. 3None 
shall appear before Me empty- 
handed. Ex 13:13 ¢ Ex 22:29; 23:15; De 16:16 

21 “You shall work six days, but 
on the seventh day you shall rest; 
even during plowing time and harvest 
you shall rest. 

22 “You shall celebrate the Feast 
of Weeks, that is, the first fruits of the 
wheat harvest, and the Feast of In- 
gathering at the turn of the year. 

23 “®Three times a year all your 
males are to appear before the Lord 
Gop, the God of Israel. Ex 23:14-17 

24 “For I will drive out nations be- 
fore you and enlarge your borders, 
and no man shall covet your land 
when you go up three times a year to 
appear before the Lorp your God. 

25 “RYou shall not offer the blood 
of My sacrifice with leavened bread, 
Rnor is the sacrifice of the Feast of the 
Passover to ‘be left over until morn- 

ing Ex 23:18 ¢ Ex 12:10 @ Lit remain overnight 

"6 “You shall bring ®the very first 
of the first fruits of your soil into the 
house of the Lorp your God. 

“You shall not boil a young goat in 
its mother’s milk.” Ex 23:19; De 26:2 

27 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 


¥* 34:10 34:13 Le. wooden symbols of a female 
deity 
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“RWrite 'down these words, for in ac- 
cordance with these words I have 
made 8a covenant with you and with 
Israel.” Ex 17:14; 24:4 « Lit for yourself © Ex 34:10 
28 So he was there with the Lorp 
forty days and forty nights; he did not 
eat bread or drink water. And he 
wrote on the tablets the words of the 
covenant, the Ten Commandments. 


Moses’ Face Shines 

29 It came about when Moses was 
coming down from Mount Sinai (and 
the 8two tablets of the testimony were 
in Moses’ hand as he was coming 
down from the mountain), that Moses 
did not know that 8the skin of his face 
shone because of his speaking with 
Him. Ex 32:15 ¢ Ma 17:2; 2 Co 3:7 

30 So when Aaron and all the 
sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the 
skin of his face shone, and &they were 
afraid to come near him. 2Co3:7 

31 Then Moses called to them, 
and Aaron and all the rulers in the 
congregation returned to him; and 
Moses spoke to them. 

32 Afterward all the sons of Israel 
came near, and he commanded them 
to do everything that the Lorp had 
spoken ‘to him on Mount Sinai. cit with 

33 When Moses had _ finished 
speaking with them, ®he put a veil 
over his face. 2.Co 3:13 

34 But whenever Moses went in 
before the Lorp to speak with Him, 
Rhe would take off the veil until he 
came out; and whenever he came out 
and spoke to the sons of Israel what 
he had been commanded, 2 Co 3:16 

35 ®the sons of Israel would see 
the face of Moses, that the skin of 
Moses’ face shone. So Moses would 
replace the veil over his face until he 
went in to speak with Him. 2 Co 3:13 


The Sabbath Emphasized 
3 Then Moses assembled all the 
congregation of the sons of Is- 
rael, and said to them, “8These are the 
things that the Lorp has commanded 
you to ‘do: Ex 34:32 © Lit do them 
2 “For six days work may be 
done, but on the seventh day you shall 
have a holy day, a sabbath of com- 
plete rest to the Lorp; whoever does 
any work on it shall be put to death. 
3 “You shall not kindle a fire in 
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any of your dwellings on the sabbath 
day.” Ex 12:16; 16:23 

4 Moses spoke to all the congre- 
gation of the sons of Israel, saying, 
“This is the thing which the LorD has 
commanded, saying, 

5 ‘Take from among you a 'con- 
tribution to the Lorp; whoever is of a 
willing heart, let him bring it as the 
Lorp’s contribution: gold, silver, and 
Tpronze, Ex 25:1-9 ¢ Or heave offering * Or copper 

6 and ‘blue, purple and scarlet 
material, fine linen, goats’ hair, or violet 

7 and rams’ skins dyed red, and 
porpoise skins, and acacia wood, _ 

8 and oil for lighting, and spices 
for the anointing oil, and for the fra- 
grant incense, 

9 and onyx stones and setting 
stones for the ephod and for the 
Tpreastpiece. Or pouch 


Tabernacle Workmen 

10 ‘Let every skillful man among 
you come, and make all that the Lorp 
has commanded: Ex 31:6 

11 the tabernacle, its tent and its 
covering, its hooks and its boards, its 
bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 

12 the ark and its poles, the 
Tmercy seat, and the curtain of the 
screen; Ex 25:10-22 © Lit propitiatory 

13 the 8table and its poles, and all 
its Tutensils, and the bread of the 
FPresence; Ex 25:23-30 ¢ Or vessels 

14 the ®lampstand also for the 
light and its utensils and its lamps 
and the oil for the light; Ex 25:31 ff 

15 and the Raltar of incense and 
its poles, and the ®anointing oil and 
the ®fragrant incense, and the screen 
for the doorway at the entrance of the 
tabernacle; Ex 30:1-6 ¢ Ex 30:25 © Ex 30:34-38 

16 the altar of burnt offering with 
its bronze grating, its poles, and all its 
utensils, the basin and its stand; 

17 ®the hangings of the court, its 
pillars and its sockets, and the screen 
for the gate of the court; Ex 27:9-18 

18 the pegs of the tabernacle and 
the pegs of the court and their cords; 

19 the 8woven garments for min- 
istering in the holy place, the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest and the 
garments of his sons, to minister as 
priests.” Ex 31:10; 39:1 


35:13 Lit Face 
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Gifts Received 

20 Then all the congregation of 
the sons of Israel departed from 
Moses’ presence. 

_ 21 Everyone whose heart stirred 
him and everyone whose spirit moved 
him came and brought the Lorp’s 
contribution for the work of the tent 
of meeting and for all its service and 
for the holy garments. 

22 Then all ‘whose hearts moved 
them, both men and women, came 
and brought brooches and ‘earrings 
and signet rings and bracelets, all ar- 
ticles of gold; so did every man who 
presented an offering of gold to the 
LORD. Or who were willing-hearted ¢ Or nose rings 

23 Every man, who had in his pos- 
session blue and purple and scarlet 
material and fine linen and goats’ hair 
and rams’ skins dyed red and por- 
poise skins, brought them. 

24 Everyone who could make a 
Tcontribution of silver and ‘bronze 
brought the Lorp’s contribution; and 
every man who had in his possession 
acacia wood for any work of the serv- 
ice brought it. Or heave offering * Or copper 

25 All the skilled women spun 
with their hands, and brought what 
they had spun, in blue and purple and 
scarlet material and in fine linen. 

26 All the women whose heart 
Tstirred with a skill spun the goats’ 
hair. Lit lifted them up in wisdom 

27 The rulers brought the onyx 
stones and the stones for setting for 
the ephod and for the breastpiece; 

28 and &the spice and the oil for 
the light and for the anointing oil and 
for the fragrant incense. Ex 30:23ff 

29 The Israelites, all the men and 
women, whose heart moved them to 
bring material for all the work, which 
the Lorp had commanded through 
Moses to be done, brought a ®freewill 
offering to the Lorp. Ex 35:21; 1 Ch 29:9 

30 Then Moses said to the sons of 
Israel, “See, the Lorp has called by 
name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son 
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. —Ex31:1-6 

31 “And He has filled him with the 
Spirit of God, in wisdom, in under- 
standing and in knowledge and in all 
Teraftsmanship; Or work 

32 to make designs for working in 
gold and in silver and in bronze, 

33 and in the cutting of stones for 
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settings and in the carving of wood, 
so as to perform in every inventive 
work. 

34 “He also has put in his heart to 
teach, both he and Oholiab, the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

35 “He has filled them with skill to 
perform every work of an engraver 
and of a designer and of an embroi- 
derer, in blue and in purple and in 
scarlet material, and in fine linen, and 
of a weaver, as performers of every 
work and makers of designs. 


The Tabernacle Underwritten 
3 62°" Bezalel and Oholiab, and 
every ‘skillful person in whom 
the Lorp has put ‘skill and under- 
standing to know how to perform all 
the work in the construction of the 
sanctuary, shall perform in accor- 
dance with all that the Lorp has com- 
manded.” Lit man wise of heart ¢ Lit wisdom 

2 Then Moses called Bezalel and 
Oholiab and every skillful person in 
whom the Lorp had put skill, every- 
one whose heart stirred him, to come 
to the work to perform it. 

3 They received from Moses all 
the ‘contributions which the sons of 
Israel had brought to perform the 
work ‘in the construction of the sanc- 
tuary. And they still continued bring- 
ing to him freewill offerings every 
morning. Lit lifted offering ¢ Lit of the service of 

4 And all the skillful men who 
were performing all the work of the 
sanctuary came, each from the work 
which The was performing, Lit they were 

5 and they said to *Moses, “®The 
people are bringing much more than 
enough for the construction work 
which the Lorp commanded us to 
perform.” Lit Moses, saying, « 2 Ch 24:14; 31:6-10 

6 So Moses issued a command, 
and a proclamation was circulated 
throughout the camp, saying, “Let no 
man or woman any longer perform 
work for the contributions of the 
sanctuary.” Thus the people were re- 
strained from bringing any more. 

7 ®For the material they had was 
sufficient and more than enough for 
all the work, to perform it. 1 Ki 8:64 


Construction Proceeds 
8 RAI] the skillful men among 
those who were performing the work 
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made the tabernacle with ten cur- 
tains; of fine twisted linen and blue 
and purple and scarlet material, with 
cherubim, the work of a skillful work- 
man, Bezalel made them. Ex 26:1-14 
9 The length of each curtain was 
twenty-eight cubits and the width of 
each curtain four cubits; all the cur- 
tains had the same measurements. 

10 He "joined five curtains to one 
another and the other five curtains he 
joined to one another. Or coupled 

11 He made loops of ‘blue on the 
edge of the outermost curtain in the 
first set; he did likewise on the edge of 
the curtain that was outermost in the 
second set. Or violet 

12 He made fifty loops in the one 
curtain and he made fifty loops on the 
Tedge of the curtain that was in the 
second ‘set; the loops were opposite 
each other. Ex 26:5 ¢ Lit end « Lit coupling 

13 He made £fifty clasps of gold 
and ‘joined the curtains to one an- 
other with the clasps, so the taberna- 
cle was 'a unit. — Ex 26:6 Or coupled « Lit one 

14 Then he made curtains of 
goats’ hair for a tent over the taber- 
nacle; he made eleven curtains in all. 

15 The length of each curtain was 
thirty cubits and four cubits the width 
of each curtain; the eleven curtains 
had the same measurements. 

16 He ‘joined five curtains by 
themselves and the other six curtains 
by themselves. Or coupled 

17. Moreover, he made fifty loops 
on the edge of the curtain that was 
outermost in the first "set, and he 
made fifty loops on the edge of the 
curtain that was outermost in the 
second set. Lit coupling 

18 He made fifty clasps of "bronze 
to "join the tent together so that it 
would be 'a unit. or copper ¢ Or couple e Lit one 

19 He made a covering for the tent 
of rams’ skins ‘dyed red, and a cover- 
ing of porpoise skins above. © or tannea 

20 ®Then he made the boards for 
the tabernacle of acacia wood, stand- 
ing upright. Ex 26:15-29 

21 Ten cubits was the length of 
Teach board and one and a half cubits 
the width of each board. Lit the 

22 There were two tenons for each 
board, 'fitted to one another; thus he 
a for all the boards of the taberna- 
cle. Lit bound 
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23 He made the boards for the 
tabernacle: twenty boards ‘for the 
south side; Lit to the side of the Negev, to the south 

24 and he made forty ‘sockets of 
silver under the twenty boards; two 
sockets under one board for its two 
tenons and two sockets under another 
board for its two tenons. Or bases 

25 Then for the second side of the 
tabernacle, on the north side, he made 
twenty boards, 

26 and their forty ‘sockets of 
silver; two sockets under one board 
and two sockets under another 
board. Or bases 

27 For the rear of the tabernacle, 
to the west, he made six boards. . 

28 He made two boards for the 
corners of the tabernacle at -the 
rear. 

29 They were double beneath, and 
together they were complete to its top 
to the first ring; thus he did with both 
of them for the two corners. 

30 There were eight boards with 
their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets, 
two under every board. 

31 Then he made 8bars of acacia 
wood, five for the boards of one side 
of the tabernacle, Ex 26:26-29 

32 and five bars for the boards of 
the other side of the tabernacle, and 
five bars for the boards of the taber- 
nacle for the rear side to the west. 

33 He made the middle bar to pass 
through: in the ‘center of the boards 
from end to end. Lit midst 

34 He overlaid the boards with 
gold and made their rings of gold as 
holders for the bars, and overlaid the 
bars with gold. 

35 Moreover, he made the veil of 
‘blue and purple and scarlet material, 
and fine twisted linen; he made it with 
cherubim, the work of a skillful work- 
man. Ex 26:31-37 ¢ Or violet 

36 He made four pillars of acacia 
for it, and overlaid them with gold, 
with their hooks of gold; and he cast 
four ‘sockets of silver for them. or bases 

37 He made a screen for the door- 
way of the tent, of blue and purple 
and scarlet material, and fine twisted 
linen, the work of a weaver; 

_38 and he made its five pillars 
with their hooks, and he overlaid their 
tops and their bands with gold; but 
their five sockets were of bronze. 
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Construction Continues 

BW aed Bezalel made the ark of 
acacia wood; its length was two 

and a half cubits, and its width one 

and a half cubits, and its height one 

and a half cubits; Ex 25:10-20 

2 and he overlaid it with pure 
gold inside and out, and made a gold 
molding for it all around. 

3 He cast four rings of gold for it 
on its four feet; even two rings on one 
side of it, and two rings on the ‘other 
side of it. Lit second 

4 He made poles of acacia wood 
and overlaid them with gold. 

5 He put the poles into the rings 
on the sides of the ark, to carry it. 

6 He made a mercy seat of pure 
gold, two and a half cubits long and 
one and a half cubits wide. 

7 He made two cherubim of gold; 
he made them of hammered work ‘at 
the two ends of the mercy seat; Lit from 

8 one cherub ‘at the one end and 
one cherub at the other end; he made 
the cherubim of one piece with the 
mercy seat at the two ends. Lit from 

9 The cherubim had their wings 
spread upward, covering the mercy 
seat with their wings, with their faces 
toward each other; the faces of the 
cherubim were toward the mercy seat. 

10 ®Then he made the table of 
acacia wood, two cubits long and a 
cubit wide and one and a half cubits 
high. Ex 25:23-29 

11 He overlaid it with pure gold, 
and made a gold molding for it all 
around. 

12 He made a rim for it of a hand- 
breadth all around, and made a gold 
molding for its rim all around. 

13 He cast four gold rings for it 
and put the rings on the four corners 
that were on its four feet. 

14 Close by the rim were the 
rings, the holders for the poles to 
carry the table. 

15 He made the poles of acacia 
wood and overlaid them with gold, to 
carry the table. 

16 He made the utensils which 
were on the table, its “dishes and its 
pans and its Tbowls and its jars, with 
which to pour out drink offerings, of 
pure gold. Or platters ¢ Lit libation bowls 

17 ®Then he made the lampstand 
of pure gold. He made the lampstand 
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of hammered work, its base and its 
shaft; its cups, its bulbs and its flow- 
ers were of one piece with it. Ex 25:31-39 

18 There were six branches going 
out of its sides; three branches of the 
lampstand from the one side of it and 
three branches of the lampstand from 
the Tother side of it; Lit second 

19 three cups shaped like almond 
blossoms, a bulb and a flower in one 
branch, and three cups shaped like al- 
mond blossoms, a bulb and a flower 
in the other branch—so for the six 
branches going out of the lampstand. 

20 In the lampstand there were 
four cups shaped like almond blos- 
soms, its bulbs and its flowers; 

21 and a bulb was under the first 
pair of branches coming out of it, and 
a bulb under the second pair of 
branches coming out of it, and a bulb 
under the third pair of branches com- 
ing out of it, for the six branches com- 
ing out of the lampstand. 

22 Their bulbs and their branches 
were of one piece with it; the whole of 
it was a single hammered work of 
pure gold. 

23 He made its seven lamps with 
its snuffers and its trays of pure gold. 

24 He made it and all its utensils 
from a talent of pure gold. 

25 ®Then he made the altar of in- 
cense of acacia wood: a cubit long 
and a cubit wide, square, and two cu- 
bits high; its horns were of one piece 
with it. Ex 30:1-5 

26 He overlaid it with pure gold, 
its top and its ‘sides all around, and 
its horns; and he made a gold molding 
for it all around. Lit walls 

27 He made two golden rings for it 
under its molding, on its two sides— 
on opposite sides—as holders for 
poles with which to carry it. 

28 He made the poles of acacia 
wood and overlaid them with gold. 

29 And he made the holy anoint- 
ing oil and the pure, fragrant incense 
of spices, the work of a perfumer. 


The Tabernacle Completed 
3 Then he made the altar of burnt 
offering of acacia wood, five cu- 
bits long, and five cubits wide, square, 
and three cubits high. 
2 He made its horns on its 
four corners, its horns ‘being of 
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one piece with it, and he overlaid it 
with bronze. Lit were 

3 He made all the utensils of the 
altar, the pails and the shovels and the 
basins, the flesh hooks and the 
firepans; he made all its utensils of 
bronze. 

4 He made for the altar a grating 
of bronze network beneath, under its 
ledge, reaching halfway up. 

5 He cast four rings on the four 
ends of the bronze grating as holders 
for the poles. 

6 He made the poles of acacia 
wood and overlaid them with 
bronze. 

7 He inserted the poles into the 
rings on the sides of the altar, with 
which to carry it. He made it hollow 
with planks. 

8 RMoreover, he made the laver 
of bronze with its base of bronze, 
Tfrom the mirrors of the serving 
women who served at the doorway of 
the tent of meeting. Ex 30:18 © Lit with 

9 ®Then he made the court: for 
the south side the hangings of the 
court were of fine twisted linen, one 
hundred cubits; Ex 27:9-19 

10 their twenty pillars, and their 
twenty ‘sockets, made of bronze; the 
hooks of the pillars and their bands 
were of silver. Or bases ¢ Or fillets, rings 

11 For the north side there were 
one hundred cubits; their twenty pil- 
lars and their twenty "sockets were of 
bronze, the hooks of the pillars and 
their bands were of silver. Or bases 

12 For the west side there were 
hangings of fifty cubits with their ten 
pillars and their ten "sockets; the 
hooks of the pillars and their "bands 
were of silver. Or bases ¢ Or fillets, rings 

13 For the east side fifty cubits. 

14 The hangings for the one ‘side 
of the gate were fifteen cubits, with 
their three pillars and their three 
Tsockets, Lit shoulder ¢ Or bases 

15 and so for the ‘other ‘side. On 
both sides of the gate of the court 
were hangings of fifteen cubits, with 
their three pillars and their three 
sockets. Lit second ¢ Lit shoulder 

16 All the hangings of the court all 
around were of fine twisted linen. 

17 The sockets for the pillars were 
of bronze, the hooks of the pillars 
and their bands, of silver; and: the 
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overlaying of their tops, of silver, and 
all the pillars of the court were fur- 
nished with silver bands. Or copper 

18 The screen of the gate of the 
court was the work of the weaver, of 
blue and purple and scarlet material 
and fine twisted linen. And the length 
was twenty cubits and the theight 
was five cubits, corresponding to the 
hangings of the court. Lit height in width 

19 Their four pillars and their four 
Tsockets were of bronze; their hooks 
were of silver, and the overlaying of 
their tops and their ‘bands were of sil- 
Ver. Or bases ¢ Or fillets, rings 

20 All the pegs of the ‘tabernacle 
and of the court all around were of 
bronze. Lit dwelling place 


The Cost of the Tabernacle 

21 This is the number of the 
things for the ‘tabernacle, the taber- 
nacle of the testimony, as they were 
numbered according to the command 
of Moses, for the service of the 
Levites, by the hand of Ithamar the 
son of Aaron the priest. Lit dwelling place 

22 Now ®Bezalel the son of Uri, 
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 
made all that the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Ex 31:2 

23 With him was Oholiab the son 
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an 
engraver and a skillful workman and 
a weaver in blue and in purple and in 
scarlet material, and fine linen. 

24 All the gold that was used for 
the work, in all the work of the sanc- 
tuary, even the gold of the wave offer- 
ing, was 29 talents and 730 shekels, 
according to ®the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary. Ex 30:13; Le 27:25; Nu 3:47; 18:16 

25 The silver of those of the con- 
gregation who were numbered was 
100 talents and 1,775 shekels, accord- 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary; 

26 8a beka a head (that is, half a 
shekel according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary), for each one who passed 
over to those who were ™numbered, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
for 603,550 men. — £x 30:13; 15 « Lit mustered 

27 The hundred talents of silver 
were for casting the sockets of the 
sanctuary and the sockets of the veil; 
one hundred sockets for the hundred 
talents, a talent for a socket. 

28 Of the 1,775 shekels, he made 
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hooks for the pillars and overlaid 
their tops and made bands for them. 
- 29 The bronze of the wave offer- 
ing was 70 talents and 2,400 shekels. 
30 With it he made the ‘sockets to 
the doorway of the tent of meeting, 
and the bronze altar and its bronze 
grating, and all the utensils of the 
altar, : “Or bases 
31 and the sockets of the court all 
around and the sockets of the gate of 
the court, and all the pegs of the 
Ttabernacle and all the pegs of the 
court all around. Lit dwelling place 


The Priestly Garments 

Moreover, from the 8blue and 

purple and scarlet material, 
they made finely ®woven garments 
for ministering in the holy place as 
well as the holy garments which were 
for Aaron, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Ex 35:23 © Ex 31:10; 35:19 

2 He made the ephod of gold, 
and of blue and purple and scarlet 
material, and fine twisted linen. 

3 Then they hammered out gold 
sheets and cut them into threads ‘to 
be woven in with the ‘blue and the 
purple and the scarlet material, and 
the fine linen, the work of a skillful 
workman. Lit to work ¢ Or violet 

4 They made attaching shoulder 
pieces for ‘the ephod; it was attached 
at its two upper ends. Lit it 

5 The. skillfully woven band 
which was on it was like its work- 
manship, ‘of the same material: of 
gold and of ‘blue and purple and scar- 
let material, and fine twisted linen, 
just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. Lit from it © Or violet 

6 8They made the onyx stones, 
set in gold filigree settings; they were 
engraved like the engravings of a 
signet, according to the names of the 
sons of Israel. Ex 28:9-11 

7 And ®he placed them on the 
shoulder pieces of the ephod, as me- 
morial stones for the sons of Israel, 
just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. Ex 28:12 

8 He made the breastpiece, the 
work of a skillful workman, like the 
workmanship of the ephod: of gold 
and of blue and purple and scarlet 
material and fine twisted linen. 

9 It was square; they made the 
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breastpiece folded double, a span 
Tlong and a span Twide when folded 
double. Lit its length © Lit its width 

10 And they mounted four rows of 
stones on it. The first row was a row 
of ruby, topaz, and emerald; 

11 and the second row, a 
turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; 

12 and the third row, a jacinth, an 
agate, and an amethyst; 

13 and the fourth row, a beryl, an 
onyx, and a jasper. They were set in 
gold filigree settings when they were 
Tmounted. Lit filled 

14 The stones were corresponding 
to the names of the sons of Israel; they 
were twelve, corresponding to their 
names, engraved with the engravings 
of a signet, each with its name for the 
twelve tribes. 

15 They made on the breastpiece 
chains like cords, of twisted cordage 
work in pure gold. 

16 They made two gold filigree 
settings and two gold rings, and put 
the two rings on the two ends of the 
breastpiece. 

17 Then they put the two gold 
cords in the two rings at the ends of 
the breastpiece. 

18 They put the other two ends of 
the two cords on the two filigree set- 
tings, and put them on the shoulder 
pieces of the ephod at the front of it. 

19 They made two gold rings and 
placed them on the two ends of the 
breastpiece, on its inner edge which 
was next to the ephod. 

20 Furthermore, they made two 
gold rings and placed them on the 
bottom of the two shoulder pieces of 
the ephod, on the front of it, close to 
the place where it joined, above the 
woven band of the ephod. 

21 They bound the breastpiece by 
its rings to the rings of the ephod with 
a ‘blue cord, so that it would be on the 
woven band of the ephod, and that the 
breastpiece would not come loose 
from the ephod, just as the Lorp had 
commanded Moses. Or violet 

22 Then he made the robe of the 
ephod of woven work, all of blue; 

23 Rand the opening of the robe 
was at the top in the center, as the 
opening of a coat of mail, with a bind- 
ing all around its opening, so that it 
would not be torn. Ex 28:32 


EXODUS 39:24 


24 They made pomegranates of 
Tplue and purple and scarlet material 
and twisted linen on the hem of the 
robe. Or violet 

25 They also made bells of pure 
gold, and put the bells between the 
pomegranates all around on the hem 
of the Trobe, Lit robe, between the pomegranates 

26 alternating a bell and a pome- 
granate all around on the hem of the 
robe for the service, just as the LorpD 
had commanded Moses. 

27 They made the tunics of finely 
woven linen for Aaron and his sons, 

28 and the turban of fine linen, 
and the decorated ‘caps of fine linen, 
and the linen breeches of fine twisted 
linen, Lit headgear 

29 and the sash of fine twisted 
linen, and "blue and purple and scar- 
let material, the work of the weaver, 
just as the Lorp had commanded 
MOseS. or violet « Lit variegator; i.e. a weaver in colors 

30 ®They made the plate of the 
holy crown of pure gold, and in- 
scribed it like the engravings of a 
signet, “Holy to the LorbD.” Ex 28:36, 37 

31 They "fastened a "blue cord to 
it, to "fasten it on the turban above, 
just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. Lit put ¢ Or violet « Lit put 

32 Thus all the work of the taber- 
nacle of the tent of meeting was com- 
pleted; and the sons of Israel did 
according to all that the Lorp had 
commanded Moses; so they did. 

33 They brought the tabernacle to 
Moses, the tent and all its 'furnish- 
ings: its clasps, its boards, its bars, 
and its pillars and its sockets; 

34 and the covering of rams’ skins 
dyed red, and the covering of porpoise 
skins, and the screening veil; 

35 the ark of the testimony and its 
poles and the ‘mercy seat; Lit propitiatory 

36 the table, all its utensils, and 
the bread of the 'Presence; Lit Face 

37 the pure gold lampstand, with 
its arrangement of lamps and all its 
utensils, and the oil for the light; 

38 and the gold altar, and the 
anointing oil and the fragrant in- 
cense, and the veil for the doorway of 
the tent; 

39 the bronze altar and its bronze 
grating, its poles and all its utensils, 
the laver and its stand; 

40 the hangings for the court, its 
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pillars and its sockets, and the screen 
for the gate of the court, its cords and 
its pegs and all the equipment for the 
service of the tabernacle, for the tent 
of meeting; Nip. 

41 the woven garments for minis- 
tering in the holy place and the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest and the 
garments of his sons, to minister as 
priests. 

42 So the sons of Israel did all the 
work according to all that the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. 

43 And Moses ‘examined all the 
work and behold, they had done it; 
just as the Lorp had commanded, this 
they had done. So Moses ®blessed 
them. Lit saw © Le 9:22, 23; Nu 6:23-26 


The Tabernacle Erected 
4 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “On the first day of the first 
month you shall set up the ‘tabernacle 
of the tent of meeting. Lit dwelling place 

3 “RYou shall place the ark of the 
testimony there, and you shall screen 
the ark with the veil. Ex 26:33; 40:21; Nu 4:5 

4 “You shall ®bring in the table 
and arrange what belongs on it; and 
you shall ®bring in the lampstand and 
mount its lamps. Ex 26:35; 40:22 © Ex 40:24f 

5 “Moreover, you shall ®set the 
gold altar of incense before the ark of 
the testimony, and set up the veil for 
the doorway to the tabernacle. kx 40:26 

6 “You shall set the altar of burnt 
offering in front of the doorway of the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 

7 “You shall ®set the laver be- 
tween the tent of meeting and the 
altar and put water init. — Ex 30:18; 40:30 

8 “You shall set up the court all 
around and ‘hang up the veil for the 
gateway of the court. Lit put the screen 

9 “Then you shall take the 
anointing oil and anoint the taberna- 
cle and all that is in it, and shall con- 
secrate it and all its "furnishings; and 
it shall be holy. — &x 30:26: Le 8:10 * Or utensils 

10 “You shall anoint the altar of 
burnt offering and all its utensils, and 
consecrate the altar, and ®the altar 
Shall be most holy. Ex 29:37 
_ 11 “You shall anoint the laver and 
its stand, and consecrate it. 


39:33 Or utensils 
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12 “Then you shall ®bring Aaron 
and his sons to the doorway of the 
tent of meeting and wash them eh 
water. 1-6 

13 “8You shall put the holy? ate 
ments on Aaron and anoint him and 
consecrate him, that he may minister 
as a priest to Me. Ex 28:41; Le 8:13 

14 “You shall bring his sons and 
put tunics on them; 

15 and you shall anoint them even 
as you have anointed their father, that 
they may minister as priests to Me; 
and their anointing will qualify them 
for a §perpetual priesthood through- 
out their generations.” Ex 29:9; Nu 25:13 

6 Thus Moses did; according to 
all that the Lorp had commanded 
him, so he did. 

17 Now in the first month of the 
second year, on the first day of the 
month, the tabernacle was erected. 

18 Moses erected the tabernacle 
and ‘laid its ‘sockets, and set up its 
boards, and ‘inserted its bars and 
erected its pillars. Lit put « Or bases « Lit put 

19 He spread the tent over the tab- 
ernacle and put the covering of the 
tent Ton top of it, just as the Lorp had 
commanded Moses. Lit over it above 

20 Then he took the testimony 
and put it into the ark, and ‘attached 
the poles to the ark, and put the mercy 
seat on top of the ark. Lit set 

21 He brought the ark into the 
tabernacle, and ®set up a veil for the 
screen, and screened off the ark of the 
testimony, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Ex 26:33 

22 Then he ®put the table in the 
tent of meeting on the north side of 
the tabernacle, outside the veil. Ex 26:35 

23 He set the arrangement of 
Rpread in order on it before the Lorn, 
just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. Ex 25:30; Le 24:5, 6 

24 Then he placed the lampstand 
in the tent of meeting, opposite the 
table, on the south side of the taber- 
nacle. 

25 He lighted the lamps before 
the Lorp, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Ex 25:37; 40:4 
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_ 26 Then he ®placed the gold altar 
in the tent of meeting in front of the 
veil; Ex 30:6; 40:5 

27 and he X®burned fragrant in- 
cense on it, just as the Lorp had Soe 
manded Moses. 

28 Then he set up the "veil for the 
doorway of the tabernacle. Or screen 

29 He set the altar of burnt offer- 
ing before the doorway of the taber- 
nacle of the tent of meeting, and 
Roffered on it the burnt offering and 
the meal offering, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. Ex 29:38-42 

30 He placed the laver between 
the tent of meeting and the altar and 
put water in it for washing. 

31 From it Moses and Aaron and 
his sons washed their hands and their 
feet. Ex 30:19, 20 

32 When they entered the tent of 
meeting, and when they approached 
the altar, they washed, just as the 
Lorp had commanded Moses. 

33 He erected the court all 
around the ‘tabernacle and the altar, 
and hung up the veil for the gateway 
of the court. Thus Moses finished the 
work. Ex 27:9-18; 40:8 ¢ Or dwelling place 


The Glory of the Lorp 

34 ®Then the cloud covered the 
tent of meeting, and the glory of the 
Lorp filled the tabernacle. Nu 9:15-23 

35 Moses was not able to enter the 
tent of meeting because the cloud had 
settled on it, and the glory of the Lorp 
filled the tabernacle. 

36 Throughout all their journeys 
Rwhenever the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle, the sons of 
Israel would set out; Nu 9:17; Ne 9:19 

37 but ®if the cloud was not taken 
up, then they did not set out until the 
day when it was taken up. Nu 9:19-22 

38 For throughout all their jour- 
neys, the cloud of the Lorp was on the 
tabernacle by day, and there was fire 
in it by night, in the sight of all the 
house of Israel. 


LEVITICUS 


Moses is declared to be the 
author of Leviticus fifty-six 
times within the book’s 
twenty-seven chapters (1:1; 
4:1; 6:1,24; 8:1). Economic, 
civil, moral and religious con- 
siderations reflect the book’s 
antiquity. External evidence 
supporting the authorship of 
Moses includes 1) A uniform 
ancient testimony. 2) Parallels 
found in the Ras Shamra 
Tablets dating from 1400 B.c. 
3) The testimony of Christ (Ma 
8:2-4 and Le 14:1-4; Ma 
12:4 and Le 24:9; Lk 2:22). 
Time: c. 1405 B.c. 


Key Verse: Le 20:7-8 
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The Law of Burnt Offerings 
Then ®the Lorp called to Moses 
and spoke to him from the tent of 
meeting, saying, Ex 19:3; 25:22; Nu 7:89 
2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When any man of you 
brings an Roffering to the Lorpb, you 
shall bring your offering of animals 
from the herd or the flock. Mk 7:11 
3 ‘If his offering is a burnt offer- 
ing from the herd, he shall offer it, a 
male ®without defect; he shall offer it 
at the doorway of the tent of meeting, 
that he may be accepted before the 
Lorp. Ex 12:5; Le 22:20-24; De 15:21; 17:1 
4 ‘He shall lay his hand on the 
head of the burnt offering, that it may 
be accepted for him to make atone- 
ment on his behalf. Ex 29:10, 15, 19; Le 3:2, 8 
5 ‘RHe shall slay the young bull 
before the Lorp; and Aaron’s sons the 
priests shall offer up the blood and 
sprinkle the blood around on the altar 
that is at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting. Ex 29:11, 16, 20° Le 17:11 
6 ‘He shall then skin the burnt 
offering and cut it into its pieces. Le 7:8 
7 ‘8The sons of Aaron the priest 


Leviticus is God’s guidebook 
for His newly redeemed peo- 
ple. It shows them how to wor- 
ship and live holy lives. The 
instructions for the sacrificial 
system point to a holy God 
and what he requires from 
people who would serve him. 
The laws of holiness and sanc- 
tification provide basic in- 
structions for living in a 
community. Together the two 
groups of laws are a frame- 
work for relationship between 
God and man. Blessings re- 
sult from obedience to these 
laws and discipline is the re- 
sult of disobedience. 


Theme: 


shall put fire on the altar and arrange 
wood on the fire. Le 6:8-13 

8 ‘Then Aaron’s sons the priests 
shall arrange the pieces, the head and 
the suet over the wood which is on the 
fire that is on the altar. 

9 ‘Its entrails, however, and its 
legs he shall wash with water. And 
Rthe priest shall offer up in smoke all 
of it on the altar for a burnt offering, 
an offering by fire of a soothing 
aroma to the Lorp. Nu 15:8-10; 28:11-14 

10 ‘But if his offering is from the 
flock, of the sheep or of the goats, for 
a burnt offering, he shall offer it a 
male without defect. 

11 ‘He shall slay it on the side of 
the altar northward before the Lorp, 
and Aaron’s sons the priests shall 
sprinkle its blood around on the altar. 

_ 12 ‘He shall then cut it into its 
pieces with its head and its ®suet, and 
the priest shall arrange them on the 
wood which is on the fire that is on 
the altar. Le 3:3, 4 

13 ‘The entrails, however, and the 
legs he shall wash with water. And the 
priest shall offer all of it, and offer it 


ql 


111 


up in smoke on the altar; it is a burnt 
offering, an offering by fire of a sooth- 
ing aroma to the Lorp. 

_ 14 ‘But if his offering to the Lorp 
is a burnt offering of birds, then he 
shall bring his offering from the tur- 
tledoves or from young pigeons. 

15 ‘The priest shall bring it to the 
altar, and wring off its head and offer 
it-up in smoke on the altar; and its 
blood is to be drained out 8on the side 
of the altar. Le 5:9 

16 ‘He shall also take away its 
crop with its feathers and cast it be- 
side the altar eastward, to the place of 
the Rashes. Le 6:10 

17 ‘Then he shall tear it by its 
wings, but shall not sever it. And the 
priest shall offer it up in smoke on the 
altar on the wood which is on the fire; 
it is a burnt offering, an offering by 
fire of a soothing aroma to the Lorp. 


The Law of Grain Offerings 
ep Now when anyone presents a 
Rerain offering as an offering to 
the Lorp, his offering shall be of fine 
flour, and he shall pour oil on it and 
put frankincense onit. Le 6:14-18; Nu 15:4 
2 ‘He shall then bring it to 
Aaron’s sons the priests; and shall 
take from it ®his handful of its fine 
flour and of its oil with all of its frank- 
incense. And the priest shall offer it 
up in smoke as its memorial portion 
on the altar, an offering by fire of a 
soothing aroma to the LORD. Le 5:12; 6:15 
3 ‘8The remainder of the grain 
offering belongs to Aaron and his 
sons: a thing most holy, of the offer- 
ings to the Lorp by fire. Le 2:10; 6:16 
4 ‘Now when you bring an offer- 
ing of a grain offering baked in an 
oven, it shall be Sunleavened cakes of 
fine flour mixed with oil, or unleav- 
ened wafers spread with oil. Ex 29:2 
5 “If your offering is a grain of- 
fering made ®on the griddle, it shall 
be of fine flour, unleavened, mixed 
with oil; Le 6:21; 7:9 
6 you shall break it into bits and 
pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 

7 ‘Now if your offering is a grain 
offering made Xin a pan, it shall be 
made of fine flour with oil. Le 7:9 

8 “When you bring in the grain 
reane which is made of these things 
to the Lorp, it shall be presented to 
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ie priest and he shall bring it to the 
altar. 

9 ‘The priest then shall take up 
from the grain offering its memorial 
portion, and shall offer it up in smoke 
on the altar as an offering by fire of a 
soothing aroma to the Lorp. 

10 ‘8The remainder of the grain 
offering belongs to Aaron and his 
sons: a thing most holy of the offer- 
ings to the Lor» by fire. Le 2:3: 6:16 

11 ‘No grain offering, which you 
bring to the Lorp, shall be made with 
leaven, for you shall not offer Tup in 
smoke any leaven or any honey as an 
offering by fire to the LoRD. Lit up from it 

12 ‘As an offering of first fruits 
you Shall bring them to the Lorn, but 
they shall not ascend for a soothing 
aroma on the altar. 

13 ‘Every grain offering of yours, 
moreover, you shall season with salt, 
so that the salt of the covenant of your 
God shall not be lacking from your 
grain offering; with all your offerings 
you shall offer salt. 

14 ‘Also if you bring a grain offer- 
ing of early ripened things to the 
Lorp, you shall bring ®fresh heads of 
grain roasted in the fire, grits of new 
growth, for the grain offering of your 
early ripened things. Le 23:14 

15 ‘You shall then put oil on it and 
lay incense on it; itis a grain offering. 

16 ‘The priest shall offer up in 
smoke its memorial portion, part of its 
grits and its oil with all its incense as 
an offering by fire to the Lorp. 


The Law of Peace Offerings 
‘Now if his offering is a ®sacrifice 
of peace offerings, if he is going to 
offer out of the herd, whether male or 
female, he shall offer it without defect 
before the Lorp. Le 7:11-34; 17:5 
2 ‘kHe shall lay his hand on the 
head of his offering and slay it at the 
doorway of the tent of meeting, and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle 
the blood around on the altar. Le 1:4 
3 ‘From the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings he shall present an offering 
by fire to the Lorp, the fat that covers 
the entrails and all the fat that is on 
the entrails, 
4 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, which is on the 
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loins, and the lobe of the liver, which 
he shall remove with the kidneys. 

5 ‘Then Aaron’s sons shall offer 
it up in smoke on the altar on the 
burnt offering, which is on the wood 
that is on the fire; it is an offering 
by fire of a soothing aroma to the 
Lorb. 

6 ‘But if his offering for a sacri- 
fice of peace offerings to the Lorp is 
from the flock, he shall offer it, male 
or female, ®without defect. Le 3:1; 22:20-24 

7 ‘If he is going to offer 8a lamb 
for his offering, then he shall offer it 
before the Lorpb, Nu 15:4, 5; 28:4-8 

8 and ®he shall lay his hand on 
the head of his offering and 8slay it 
before the tent of meeting, and 
Aaron’s sons shall 8sprinkle its blood 
around on the altar. Le 1:4° Le 3:2¢ Le 1:5 

9 ‘From the sacrifice of peace of- 
ferings he shall bring as an offering 
by fire to the Lorp, its fat, "the entire 
fat tail which he shall remove close to 
the backbone, and the fat that covers 
the entrails and all the fat that is on 
the entrails, Lit the fat tail, entire 

10 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, which is on the 
loins, and the lobe of the liver, which 
he shall remove with the kidneys. 

11 ‘Then the priest shall offer it up 
in smoke £on the altar as food, an of- 
fering by fire to the Lorp. Le 3:5 

12 ‘Moreover, if his offering is 8a 
goat, then he shall offer it before the 
Lorp, Nu 15:6-11 

13 and he shall lay his hand on its 
head and slay it before the tent of 
meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall 
sprinkle its blood around on the 
altar. 

14 ‘From it he shall present his of- 
fering as an offering by fire to the 
Lorp, the fat that covers the entrails 
and all the fat that is on the entrails, 

15 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, which is on the 
loins, and the lobe of the liver, which 
he shall remove with the kidneys. 

16 ‘The priest shall offer them up 
in smoke on the altar as food, an of- 
fering by fire for a soothing aroma; 
Rall fat is the Lorp’s. Le 7:23-25 

17 ‘It is a perpetual statute 
throughout your generations in all 
your dwellings: you shall not eat any 
fat Sor any blood.’” Le 7:26; 17:10-16 
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The Law of Sin Offerings 
ithe the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘If a person sins unintention- 
ally in any of the things which the 
Lorp has ®commanded not to be 
done, and commits any of them, Le 4:13 

3 Rif the anointed priest sins so 
as to bring guilt on the people, then 
let him offer to the Lorp a bull with- 
out defect as a sin offering for the sin 
he has committed. Le 4:14, 23, 28 

4 ‘He shall bring the bull to the 
doorway of the tent of meeting before 
the Lorpb, and ®he shall lay his hand 
on the head of the bull and slay the 
bull before the LORD. © Le 1:4; 4:15; Nu 8:12 

5 ‘Then the 8anointed priest is to 
take some of the blood of the bull and 
bring it to the tent of meeting, Le 4:3. 17 

6 and the priest shall dip his fin- 
ger in the blood and sprinkle some of 
the blood seven times before the 
Lorp, in front of 8the veil of the sanc- 
tuary. Ex 40:21, 26 

7 ‘The priest shall also put some 
of the blood on the horns of the altar 
of fragrant incense which is before 
the Lorp in the tent of meeting; and 
all the blood of the bull he shall pour 
out at the base of the altar of burnt of- 
fering which is at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. Le 4:18, 25, 30, 34; 8:15: 9:9: 16:18 

8 ‘8He shall remove from it all 
the fat of the bull of the sin offering: 
the fat that covers the entrails, and all 
the fat which is on the entrails, Le3:3,4 

9 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, which is on the 
loins, and the lobe of the liver, which 
he shall remove with the kidneys 

10 Gust as it is removed from the 
ox of the sacrifice of peace offerings), 
and the priest is to offer them up in 
smoke on the altar of burnt offering. 

11 ‘But ®the hide of the bull and all 
its flesh with its head and its legs and 
its entrails and its refuse, Le 9:11: Nu 19:5 

12 that is, all the rest of the bull, 
he is to bring out to ®a clean place 
outside the camp where the ashes are 
poured out, and burn it on wood with 
fire; where the ashes are poured out it 
shall be burned. Le 4:21; 6:10, 11; 16:27 

_ 13 ‘Now if the whole congrega- 
tion of Israel commits error and the 
matter escapes the notice of the as- 
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sembly, and they commit any of the 
things which the Lorp has com- 
manded not to be done, and they be- 
come guilty; Nu 15:24-26 
14 8when the sin which they have 
committed becomes known, then the 
assembly shall offer a bull of the herd 
for a sin offering and bring it before 
the tent of meeting. Le 4:3 
15 ‘Then 8the elders of the con- 
gregation shall lay their hands on the 
head of the bull before the Lorn, and 
the bull shall be slain ®before the 
Lorp. Le 8:14, 18, 22; Nu 8:10, 12 Le 1:3 
16 ‘Then the anointed priest is to 
bring some of the blood of the bull to 
the tent of meeting; 
17 and the priest shall dip his 


_ finger in the blood and sprinkle it 


seven times before the Lorp, in front 
of the veil. Le 4:6 

18 ‘He shall put some of the blood 
on the horns of ®the altar which is be- 
fore the Lorp ‘in the tent of meeting; 
and all the blood he shall pour out at 
the base of the altar of burnt offering 
which is at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting. Le 4:7, 25, 30, 34 © Lit which is in 

19 ‘He shall remove all its fat 
from it and offer it up in smoke on the 
altar. Le 4:8 

20 ‘He shall also do with the bull 
just as he did with the bull of the sin 
offering; thus he shall do with it. So 
the priest shall make atonement for 
them, and they will be forgiven. 

21 ‘Then he is to bring out the bull 
to a place outside the camp and burn 
it as he burned the first bull; it is the 
sin offering for the assembly. 

22 ‘When £a leader ®sins and un- 
intentionally does any one of all the 
things which the Lorp his God has 
commanded not to be done, and he 
becomes guilty, Nu 31:13; 32:2 © Le 4:2, 27 

23 if his sin which he has commit- 
ted is made known to him, he shall 
bring for his offering a ®goat, 8a male 
without defect. Le 4:3, 14, 28 « Le 4:28 

24 ‘He shall lay his hand on the 
head of the male goat and slay it in 
the place where ‘they slay the burnt 
offering before the Lorp; it is a sin of- 
fering. Lit one slays 

25 ‘Then the priest is to take 
some of the blood of the sin offering 
with his finger and put it on the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering; 
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and the rest of its blood he shall pour 
out at the base of the altar of burnt 
offering. 

26 ‘All its fat he shall offer up in 
smoke on the altar as in the case of 
the fat_of the sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings. Thus the priest shall make 
atonement for him in regard to his 
sin, and he will be forgiven. Le 4:19 

27 ‘Now if anyone of the common 
people sins ®unintentionally in doing 
any of the things which the Lorp has 
commanded not to be done, and be- 
comes guilty, Le 4:2; Nu 15:27 

28 Rif his sin which he has com- 
mitted is made known to him; then he 
shall bring for his offering a goat, a 
Rfemale without defect, for his sin 
which he has committed. Le 4:3 Le 4:23 

29 ‘8He shall lay his hand on the 
head of the sin offering and "slay the 
sin offering at the place of the burnt 
offering. Le 1:4; 4:4, 24 Le 1:5, 11 

30 ‘The priest shall take some of 
its blood with his finger and put it on 
the horns of the altar of burnt offer- 
ing; and all the rest of its blood he 
shall pour out at the base of the altar. 

31 ‘8Then he shall remove all its 
fat, just as the fat was removed from 
the sacrifice of peace offerings; and 
the priest shall offer it up in smoke on 
the altar for 8a soothing aroma to the 
Lorp. Thus the priest shall make 
atonement for him, and he will be for- 
PIVEN. Le 4:8 © Ge 8:21; Ex 29:18; Le 1:9, 13; 2:2, 9, 12 

32 ‘But if he brings 8a lamb as his 
offering for a sin offering, he shall 
bring it, a female without defect.te 4:28 

33 ‘8He shall lay his hand on the 
head of the sin offering and slay it for 
a sin offering in the place where they 
slay the burnt offering. Le 1:4,5 

34 ‘The priest is to take some of 
the blood of the sin offering with his 
finger and put it on the horns of ®the 
altar of burnt offering, and Rall the 
rest of its blood he shall pour out at 
the base of the altar. Le 4:7, 18, 25,30 Le 4:7 

35 ‘Then he shall remove all its 
fat, just as the fat of the lamb is re- 
moved from the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings, and the priest shall offer 
them up in smoke on the altar, on the 
offerings by fire to the Lorp. Thus the 
priest shall make atonement for him 
in regard to his sin which he has com- 
mitted, and he will be forgiven. 
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The Law of Guilt Offerings 
‘Now if a person sins after he hears 
a public adjuration to testify when 
he is a witness, whether he has seen 
or otherwise known, if he does not tell 
it, then he will bear his guilt. 

2 ‘Or if a person touches any un- 
clean thing, whether a carcass of an 
unclean beast or the carcass of un- 
clean cattle or a carcass of unclean 
swarming things, though it is hidden 
from him and he is unclean, then he 
will be guilty. 

3 ‘Or if he touches human un- 
cleanness, of whatever sort his un- 
cleanness may be with which he 
becomes unclean, and it is hidden 
from him, and then he comes to know 
it, he will be guilty. 

4 ‘Or if a person swears 
thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil 
or to do good, in whatever matter a 
man may speak thoughtlessly with an 
oath, and it is hidden from him, and 
then he comes to know it, he will be 
guilty in one of these. Nu 30:6, 8; Ps 106:33 

5 ‘So it shall be when he be- 
comes guilty in one of these, that he 
shall confess that in which he has 
sinned. Le 16:21; 26:40; Nu 5:7; Pr 28:13 

6 ‘He shall also bring his guilt of- 
fering to the Lorp for his sin which 
he has committed, 8a female from the 
flock, a lamb or a goat as a sin offer- 
ing. So the priest shall make atone- 
ment on his behalf for his sin. Le 4:28, 32 

7 ‘But if he cannot afford a lamb, 
then he shall bring to the Lorp his 
guilt offering for that in which he has 
sinned, two turtledoves or two young 
pigeons, one for a sin offering and the 
other for a burnt offering. 

8 ‘He shall bring them to the 
priest, who shall offer first that which 
is for the sin offering and shall nip its 
head at the front of its neck, but he 
Rshall not sever it. Le 1:17 

9 ‘He shall also sprinkle some of 
the blood of the sin offering on the 
side of the altar, while the rest of the 
blood shall be drained out at the base 
of the altar: itis asin offering. Le 1:15 

10 “The second he shall then pre- 
pare as a burnt offering according to 
the ordinance. So the priest shall 
make atonement on his behalf for his 
sin which he has committed, and it 
will be forgiven him. Le 1:14-17 
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11 ‘But 8if his means are insuffi- 
cient for two turtledoves or two young 
pigeons, then for his offering for that 
which he has sinned, he shall bring 
the tenth of an Fephah of fine flour for 
a sin offering; ®he shall not put oil on 
it or place incense on it, for it is a sin 
offering. Le 14:21-32; 27:8 * Le 2:1, 2 

12 ‘He shall bring it to the priest, 
and the priest shall take his handful 
of it as its memorial portion and offer 
it up in smoke on the altar, with the 
offerings of the Lorp by fire: it is a sin 
offering. Lit upon 

13 ‘So the priest shall make atone- 
ment for him concerning his sin 
which he has committed from one of 
these, and it will be forgiven him; then 
Rthe rest shall become the priest’s, 
like the grain offering.” Le 2:3 

14 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

15 “If a person acts unfaithfully 
and sins unintentionally against the 
Lorp’s holy things, then he shall 
bring his guilt offering to the Lorb: a 
ram without defect from the flock, ac- 
cording to your valuation in silver by 
shekels, in terms of the shekel of the 
sanctuary, for a guilt offering. 

16 “He shall make restitution for 
that which he has sinned against the 
holy thing, and shall add to it a fifth 
part of it and give it to the priest. The 
priest shall then make atonement for 
him with the ram of the guilt offering, 
and it will be forgiven him. Le 7:2-7 

17 “Now if a person sins and does 
any of the things which the Lorp has 
commanded not to be done, 8though 
he was unaware, still he is guilty and 
shall bear his punishment. Le 4:2; 5:19 

18 “He is then to bring to the 
priest 8a ram without defect from the 
flock, according to your valuation, for 
a guilt offering. So the priest shall 
make atonement for him concerning 
his error in which he sinned ®unin- 
tentionally and did not know it, and it 
will be forgiven him. Le 5:15 © Le 5:17 

19 “It is a guilt offering; he was 
certainly guilty before the Lorp.” 


Guilt Offering 
"Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
Saying, Ch 5:20 in He 


5:11 Ie. Approx one bu 
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2 “’When a person sins and acts 
unfaithfully against the Lorp, and de- 
ceives his companion in regard to a 
deposit or.a security entrusted to him, 
or through robbery, or if he has ex- 
torted from his companion, — Ex 22:7-15 

3 or Khas found what was lost 
and lied about it and sworn falsely, so 
that he sins in regard to any one of the 
things a man may do; Ex 23:4; De 22:1-4 

4 then it shall be, when he sins 
and becomes guilty, that he shall 
Rrestore what he took by robbery or 
what he got by extortion, or the de- 
posit which was entrusted to him or 
the lost thing which he found, Le 24:18, 21 
5 or anything about which he 
swore falsely; She shall make restitu- 
tion for it in full and add to it one-fifth 
more. ®He shall give it to the one to 
whom it belongs on the day he pres- 
ents his guilt offering. Le 5:16 * Nu5:8 

6 “Then he shall bring to the 
priest his guilt offering to the Lorp, 
Ra ram without defect from the flock, 
according to your valuation, for a 
guilt offering, Le 5:15 

7 and the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the Lorp, 
and he will be forgiven for any one of 
the things which he may have done to 
incur guilt.” Le 7:2-5 


The Priest’s Part in the Offerings 

8 TThen the Lorp spoke to 
Moses, saying, Ch 6:1 in He 

9 “Command Aaron and _ his 
sons, saying, “This is 8the law for the 
burnt offering: the burnt offering it- 
self shall remain on the hearth on the 
altar all night until the morning, and 
Rthe fire on the altar is to be kept 
burning on it. Ex 29:38-42; Nu 28:3-10 ¢ Le 6:12, 13 

10 ‘The priest is to put on his linen 
robe, and he shall put on undergar- 
ments next to his flesh; and he shall 
take up the ashes to which the fire re- 
duces the burnt offering on the altar 
and place them beside the altar. 

11 ‘Then he shall take off his gar- 
ments and put on other garments, and 
carry the Tashes outside the camp to a 
clean place. Or fat ashes 

12 ‘The fire on the altar shall be 
kept burning on it. It shall not go out, 
but the priest shall burn wood on it 
every morning; and he shall lay out 
the burnt offering on it, and offer up 
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in smoke the fat portions of the peace 
offerings on it. Le 3:5 

_ 13 ‘Fire shall be kept burning con- 
tinually on the altar; it is not to go out. 

14 ‘Now this is the law of the grain 
offering: the sons of Aaron shall pres- 
ent it before the Lorp in front of the 
altar. 

15 ‘8Then one of them shall lift up 
from it a handful of the fine flour of 
the grain offering, with its oil and all 
the incense that is on the grain offer- 
ing, and he shall offer it up in smoke 
on the altar, a soothing aroma, as its 
memorial offering to the LorpD. Le2:2,9 

16 ‘What is left of it Aaron and 
his sons are to eat. It shall be eaten as 
unleavened cakes in a holy place; 
they are to eat it in the court of the 
tent of meeting. Le 2:3; 10:12-14; Eze 44:29 

17 ‘It shall not be baked with 
leaven. I have given it as their share 
from My offerings by fire; it is most 
holy, like the sin offering and 8the 
guilt offering. Le 2:11 © Le 7:7; 10:16-18 

18 ‘Every male among the sons of 
Aaron may eat it; it is a permanent or- 
dinance throughout your generations, 
from the offerings by fire to the Lorp. 
RWhoever touches them will become 
consecrated.” Le 6:27 

19 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

20 “This is the offering which 
Aaron and his sons are to present to 
the Lorp on the day when he is 
anointed; the tenth of an 8ephah of 
fine flour as 8a regular grain offering, 
half of it in the morning and half of it 
in the evening. Le 5:11 © Nu 4:16 

21 “It shall be prepared with oil on 
a ®griddle. When it is well stirred, you 
shall bring it. You shall present the 
grain offering in baked pieces as a 
soothing aroma to the Lorp. Le 2:5 

22 “The anointed priest who will 
be in his place 'among his sons shall 
Toffer it. By a permanent ordinance it 
shall be entirely offered up in smoke 
to the Lorp. Lit from among Lit do 

23 “So every grain offering of the 
priest shall be burned entirely. It shall 
not be eaten.” 

24 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

25 “Speak to Aaron and to his 
sons, saying, ‘This is the law of the sin 
offering: 8in the place where the burnt 
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offering is slain the sin offering shall 
be slain before the Lorp; it is most 
oly. Le 1:11 
26 ‘The priest who offers it for 
sin shall eat it. It shall be eaten in a 
holy place, in the court of the tent of 
meeting. Le 6:29 
27 ‘8Anyone who touches its flesh 
will become consecrated; and when 
any of its blood splashes on a gar- 
ment, in a holy place you shall wash 
what was splashed on. Le 7:19 
28 ‘Also 8the earthenware vessel 

in which it was boiled shall be bro- 
ken; and if it was boiled in a bronze 
vessel, then it shall be scoured and 
rinsed in water. Le 11:33; 15:12 
29 ‘Every male among the priests 
may eat of it; it is most holy. Le 6:18 
30 ‘But no sin offering Sof which 
any of the blood is brought into the 
tent of meeting to make atonement in 
the holy place shall be eaten; it shall 
be burned with fire. Le 4:1-21 


The Priest’s Part in the Offerings 
‘Now this is the law of the ®guilt of- 
fering; it is most holy. Le 5:14-6:7 

2 ‘In 8the place where they slay 
the burnt offering they are to slay the 
guilt offering, and he shall sprinkle its 
blood around on the altar. Le 1:11 

3 ‘Then he shall offer from it all 
its fat: the ®fat tail and the fat that cov- 
ers the entrails, Le 3:9 

4 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, which is on the 
loins, and the lobe on the liver he 
shall remove ®with the kidneys. © Le 3:4 

5 ‘The priest shall offer them up 
in smoke on the altar as an offering 
by fire to the Lorp; it is a guilt offer- 
ing. 

6 ‘REvery male among the priests 
may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy 
place; it is most holy. Le 6:18, 29; Nu 18:9 

7 ‘The guilt offering is like the 
Rsin offering, there is one law for 
them; the priest who makes atone- 
ment with it shall have it. e625, 26, 30 

8 ‘Also the priest who presents 
any man’s burnt offering, "that priest 
shall have for himself the skin of the 
burnt offering which he has pre- 
sented. Lit for the priest, it shall be for him 

9 ‘Likewise, every grain offering 
that is baked in the oven and every- 
thing prepared in a "pan or on a ®grid- 
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dle shall belong to the priest who 
presents it. Lit lidded cooking pan *Le 2:5 
10 ‘Every grain offering, mixed 
with oil or dry, shall ™belong to all the 
sons of Aaron, to all alike. Lit be 
11 ‘Now this is the law of the Rgac- 
rifice of peace offerings which shall 
be presented to the Lorb. Le 3:1 
12 ‘If he offers it by way of 
Rthanksgiving, then along with the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving he shall 
offer unleavened cakes mixed with 
oil, and unleavened wafers spread 
with oil, and cakes of well stirred fine 
flour mixed with oil. Le 7:15 « Le 2:4; Nu 6:15 
13 ‘With the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings for thanksgiving, he shall 
present his offering with cakes of 
Rleavened bread. Le 2:12; 23:17, 18: Am 4:5 
14 ‘Of Tthis he shall present one of 
every offering as a contribution to the 
Lorp; Rit shall belong to the priest 
who sprinkles the blood of the peace 
offerings. Lit it e Nu 18:8, 11, 19 
15 ‘8Now as for the flesh of the 
sacrifice of his thanksgiving peace of- 
ferings, it shall be eaten on the day of 
his offering; he shall not leave any of 
it over until morning. Le 22:29, 30 
16 ‘But if the sacrifice of his offer- 
ing is a 8votive or a freewill offering, 
it shall be eaten on the day that he of- 
fers his sacrifice, and on the next day 
what is left of it may be eaten; Le 19:5-8 
17 ®but what is left over from the 
flesh of the sacrifice on the third day 
shall be burned with fire. Ex 12:10 
18 ‘So if any of the flesh of the 
sacrifice of his peace offerings should 
ever be eaten on the third day, he who 
offers it will not be accepted, and it 
will not be reckoned to his benefit. It 
shall be an ®offensive thing, and the 
person who eats of it will bear his 
own iniquity. Le 19:7; Pr 15:8 
19 ‘Also the flesh that touches 
anything unclean shall not be eaten; it 
shall be burned with fire. TAs for 
other flesh, anyone who is clean may 
eat such flesh. Lit And the flesh 
20 ‘8But the person who eats the 
flesh of the sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings which belong to the Lorp, in his 
uncleanness, that person shall be cut 
off from his people. Le 22:3-7; Nu 19:13 
21 ‘“When anyone touches any- 
thing unclean, whether human un- 
cleanness, or an unclean animal, or 
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any unclean Fdetestable thing, and 
eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of 
peace offerings which belong to the 
Lorp, that person shall be cut off from 
his people.’” Le 5:2,3 

22 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

23 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘You shall not eat Rany fat 
from an ox, a sheep or a goat. Le 3:17 

_ 24 ‘Also the fat of an animal which 
dies and the fat of an animal torn by 
beasts may be put to any other use, 
but you must certainly not eat it. 

25 ‘For whoever eats the fat of the 
animal from which ‘an offering by 
fire is offered to the Lorp, even the 
person who eats shall be cut off from 
his people. Lit he offers an offering by fire 

26 ‘You are not to eat any blood, 
either of bird or animal, in any of your 
dwellings. 

27 ‘Any person who eats any 
blood, even that person shall be cut 
off from his people.” 

28 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

29 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘He who offers ®the sacrifice 
of his peace offerings to the Lorp 
shall bring his offering to the Lorp 
from the sacrifice of his peace offer- 
ings. Le 3:1 

30 ‘His own hands are to bring of- 
ferings by fire to the Lorp. He shall 
bring the fat with the breast, that the 
breast may be "presented as a wave 
offering before the Lorp. Lit waved 

31 ‘The priest shall offer up the fat 
in smoke on the altar, but the breast 
shall belong to Aaron and his sons. 

32 ‘You shall give the right thigh 
to the priest as a contribution from 
the sacrifices of your peace offerings. 

33 ‘The one among the sons of 
Aaron who offers the blood of the 
peace offerings and the fat, the right 
thigh shall be his as his portion. 

34 ‘For I have taken the breast of 
the wave offering and the thigh of the 
contribution from the sons of Israel 
from the sacrifices of their peace of- 
ferings, and have given them to Aaron 
the priest and to his sons as their due 
forever from the sons of Israel. 

35 ‘This is that which is conse- 
crated to Aaron and that which is 
consecrated to his sons from the of- 
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ferings by fire to the Lorp, in that day 
when he presented them to serve as 
priests to the Lorp. Nu 18:8 

36 ‘These the Lorp had com- 
manded to be given them from the 
sons of Israel in the day that He 
anointed them. It is their due forever 
throughout their generations.’” Lit which 

37 This is the law of the burnt of- 
fering, the grain offering and the sin 
offering and the guilt offering and the 
ordination offering and the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, 

38 which the Lorp commanded 
Moses at Mount Sinai in the day that 
He commanded the sons of Israel to 
Tpresent their offerings to the Lorp in 
the wilderness of Sinai. Or offer 


The Consecration of Aaron and 
His Sons 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “8Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the 8garments and the 
anointing oil and the bull of the sin of- 
fering, and the two rams and the bas- 
ket of unleavened bread, £x28:1 «Le 6:10 

3 and assemble all the congrega- 
tion at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting.” 

4 So Moses did just as the Lorp 
commanded him. When the congre- 
gation was assembled at the doorway 
of the tent of meeting, 

5 Moses said to the congrega- 
tion, “This is the thing which the Lorp 
has commanded to do.” 

6 Then Moses had Aaron and his 
sons come near and washed them 
with water. Ex 30:19, 20; Ps 26:6; 1 Co 6:11; Ep 5:26 

7 He ®put the tunic on him and 
girded him with the sash, and clothed 
him with the robe and put the ephod 
on him; and he girded him with the 
artistic band of the ephod, with which 
he tied it to him. Ex 28:4 

8 He then placed the breastpiece 
on him, and in the breastpiece he put 
Fthe Urim and the Thummim. 

9 He also placed the turban on 
his head, and on the turban, at its 
front, he placed &the golden plate, the 
holy crown, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Ex 28:36 


7:21 Some mss read swarming thing 8:8 I.e. the 
lights and perfections 
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10 Moses then took 8the anointing 
oil and anointed the ‘tabernacle and 
all that was in it, and consecrated 
them. Ex 30:26-29: Le 8:2 ¢ Or dwelling place 

11 He sprinkled some of it on the 
altar seven times and anointed the 
altar and all its utensils, and the basin 
and its stand, to consecrate them. 

12 Then he poured some of the 
anointing oil on Aaron’s head and 
anointed him, to consecrate him. 

13 Next Moses had Aaron’s sons 
come near and clothed them with tu- 
nics, and girded them with sashes and 
bound caps on them, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. Ex 29:8, 9 

14 Then he brought the bull of the 
sin offering, and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on the head of the 
bull of the sin offering. 

15 Next Moses slaughtered it and 
took the blood and with his finger put 
some of it around on the horns of the 
altar, and purified the altar. Then he 
poured out the rest of the blood at the 
base of the altar and consecrated it, 
to make atonement for it. 

16 He also 8took all the fat that 
was on the entrails and the lobe of the 
liver, and the two kidneys and their 
fat; and Moses offered it up in smoke 
on the altar. Ex 29:13 

17 But the bull and its hide and its 
flesh and its refuse he burned in the 
fire outside the camp, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. 

18 Then he presented ®the ram of 
the burnt offering, and Aaron and his 
sons laid their hands on the head of 
the ram. Ex 29:15; Le 8:2 

19 ™Moses slaughtered it and 
sprinkled the blood around on the 
altar. Lit He slaughtered it and Moses sprinkled 

20 When he had cut the ram into 
its pieces, Moses offered up the head 
and the pieces and the suet in smoke. 

21 After he had washed the en- 
trails and the legs with water, Moses 
Roffered up the whole ram in smoke 
on the altar. It was a burnt offering for 
a soothing aroma; it was an offering 
by fire to the Lorpb, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. Ex 29:18 

22 Then he presented the second 
ram, the ram of fordination, and 
Aaron and his sons laid their hands 
on the head of the ram. Ex 29:31; Le 8:2 

23 Moses slaughtered it and took 
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some of its blood and ®put it on the 
lobe of Aaron’s right ear, and on the 
thumb of his right hand and on the 
big toe of his right foot. Ex 29:20, 21 

24 He also had Aaron’s sons come 
near; and Moses put some of the 
blood on the lobe of their right ear, 
and on the thumb of their right hand 
and on the big toe of their right foot. 
Moses then ®sprinkled the rest of the 
blood around on the altar. He 9:18-22 

25 He took the fat, and the fat tail, 
and all the fat that was on the entrails, 
and the ‘lobe of the liver and the two 
kidneys and their fat and the right 
thigh. Or appendage on 

26 From the basket of unleavened 
bread that was before the Lorp, he 
took one unleavened cake and one 
cake of bread mixed with oil and one 
wafer, and placed them on the por- 
tions of fat and on the right thigh. 

27 He then ®put all these on the 
hands of Aaron and on the hands of 
his sons and presented them as a 
wave offering before the LORD. Ex 29:24 

28 Then Moses &took them from 
their hands and offered them up in 
smoke on the altar with the burnt of- 
fering. They were an ordination offer- 
ing for a soothing aroma; it was an 
offering by fire to the Lorp. Ex 29:25 

29 Moses also took the breast and 
presented it for a wave offering before 
the Lorp; it was Moses’ portion of the 
ram of ordination, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. 

30 So Moses ®took some of the 
anointing oil and some of the blood 
which was on the altar and sprinkled 
it on Aaron, on his garments, on his 
sons, and on the garments of his sons 
with him; and he consecrated Aaron, 
his garments, and his sons, and the 
garments of his sons with him. e&x29:21 

31 Then Moses said to Aaron and 
to his sons, “8Boil the flesh at the 
doorway of the tent of meeting, and 
eat it there together with the bread 
which is in the basket of the ordina- 
tion offering, just as I commanded, 
Xsaying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat 
it? Ex 29:31 © Ex 29:32 

32 “8The remainder of the flesh 
and of the bread you shall burn in the 
fire. Ex 29:34 


8:22 Lit filling, and so throughout the ch 
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33 “RYou shall not go outside the 
doorway of the tent of meeting for 
seven days, until the day that the pe- 
riod of your ordination is fulfilled; for 
he will Tordain you through seven 
days. Ex 29:35 ¢ Lit fill your hands 

34 “The Lorp has commanded to 
do as has been done this day, to make 
atonement on your behalf. 

35 “At the doorway of the tent of 
meeting, moreover, you shall remain 
day and night for seven days and 
keep the charge of the Lorp, so that 
you will not die, for so I have been 
commanded.” 

36 Thus Aaron and his sons did all 
the things which the Lorp had com- 
manded through Moses. 


Aaron Offers Sacrifices 
Now it came about on the eighth 
day that Moses called Aaron and 
his sons and the elders of Israel; 

2 and he said to Aaron, “®Take 
for yourself a calf, a bull, for a sin of- 
fering and a ram for a burnt offering, 
both without defect, and offer them 
before the Lorp. Eze 29:1; Le 4:3 

3 “Then to the sons of Israel you 
shall speak, saying, “Take a male goat 
for a sin offering, and a calf and a 
lamb, both one year old, without de- 
fect, for a burnt offering, 

4 and an ox and a ram for peace 
offerings, to sacrifice before the Lorp, 
and a grain offering mixed with oil; 
for today "the Lorp will appear to 

Ws Ex 29:43 

5 So they took what Moses had 
commanded to the front of the tent of 
meeting, and the whole congregation 
came near and stood before the Lorp. 

6 Moses said, “This is the thing 
which the Lorp has commanded you 
to do, that 8the glory of the LorD may 
appear to you.” Ex 24:16; Le 9:23 

7 Moses then said to Aaron, 
“Come near to the altar and offer your 
sin offering and your burnt offering, 
that you may make atonement for 
yourself and for the people; then 
make the offering for the people, that 
you may make atonement for them, 
just as the Lorp has commanded.” 

8 So Aaron came near to the 
altar and slaughtered the calf of the 
sin offering which was for himself. 

9 RAaron’s sons presented the 
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blood to him; and he dipped his finger 
in the blood and ®put some on the 
horns of the altar, and poured out the 
rest of the blood at the base of the 
altar. Le 9:12, 18 © Le 4:7 

10 The fat and the kidneys and the 
Tlobe of the liver of the sin offering, 
he then offered up in smoke on the 
altar just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Or appendage on 

11 ®The flesh and the skin, how- 
ever, he burned with fire outside the 
Camp. Le 4:11, 12; 8:17 

12 Then he slaughtered the burnt 
offering; and Aaron’s sons handed the 
blood to him and he sprinkled it 
around on the altar. 

13 They handed the burnt offering 
to him in ‘pieces, with the head, and 
he offered them up in smoke on the 
altar. Lit its pieces 

14 He also washed the entrails 
and the legs, and offered them up in 
aoe with the burnt offering on the 
altar. 

15 Then he presented the people’s 
offering, and took the ®goat of the sin 
offering which was for the people, 
and slaughtered it and offered it for 
sin, like the first. Le 4:27-31 

16 He also presented the burnt of- 
fering, and ‘offered it according to 
Rthe ordinance. Lit made © Le 1:1-13 

17 Next he presented 8the grain 
offering, and filled his "hand with 
some of it and offered it up in smoke 
on the altar, §besides the burnt offer- 
ing of the morning. Le 2:1-3« Lit palm» Le 3:5 

18 Then ®he slaughtered the ox 
and the ram, the sacrifice of peace of- 
ferings which was for the people; and 
Aaron’s sons handed the blood to him 
and he sprinkled it around on the 
altar. Le 31-11 

19 As for the portions of fat from 
the ox and from the ram, the fat tail, 
and the fat ®covering, and the kidneys 
and the lobe of the liver, Le 3:9 

20 they now placed the portions of 
fat on the breasts; and he offered 
them up in smoke on the altar. 

21 But &the breasts and the right 
thigh Aaron presented as a wave of- 
fering before the Lorp, just as Moses 
had commanded. Ex 29:26, 27; Le 7:30-34 

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands 
toward the people and blessed them, 
and he stepped down after making 
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the sin offering and the burnt offering 
and the peace offerings. 

23 Moses and Aaron went into the 
tent of meeting. When they came out 
and blessed the people, the glory of 
the Lorp appeared to all the people. 

24 ®Then fire came out from be- 
fore the Lorp and consumed the 
burnt offering and the portions of fat 
on the altar; and when all the people 
saw it, they shouted and fell on their 
faces. 1 Ki 18:38, 39; 2 Ch 7:1 


The Sin of Nadab and Abihu 

ag l Now Nadab and Abihu, the 
“ys sons of Aaron, took their re- 
spective firepans, and after putting 
fire in them, placed incense on it and 
offered strange fire before the Lorp, 
which He had not commanded them. 

2 And fire came out from the 
presence of the Lorp and consumed 
them, and they died before the Lorp. 

3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “It 
is what the Lorp spoke, saying, 

‘By those who come near Me 
I will be treated as holy, 
And before all the people I 
will be honored.’” 
So Aaron, therefore, kept silent. 

4 Moses called also to SMishael 
and Elzaphan, the sons of Aaron’s 
uncle Uzziel, and said to them, “Come 
forward, carry your ‘relatives away 
from the front of the sanctuary to the 
outside of the camp.” Ex 6:22 « Lit brothers 

5 So they came forward and car- 
ried them still in their ®tunics to the 
outside of the camp, as Moses had 
said. Ex 29:5; Le 8:13 

6 Then Moses said to Aaron and 
to his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “®Do 
not Funcover your heads nor tear your 
clothes, so that you will not die and 
that He will not become wrathful 
against all the congregation. But your 
kinsmen, the whole house of Israel, 
shall bewail the burning which the 
Lorp has 'brought about. Le 21:1-5, 10-12 

7 “You shall not even go out from 
the doorway of the tent of meeting, or 
you will die; for §the Lorp’s anointing 
oil is upon you.” So they did according 
to the word of Moses. Ex 28:41; Le 21:12 

8 The Lorp then spoke to Aaron, 
saying, 

_ 9 “Do not drink wine or strong 
drink, neither you nor your sons with 
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you, when you come into the tent of 
meeting, so that you will not die—it is 
a perpetual statute throughout your 
generations— OE 

10 and ®so as to make a distinc- 
tion between the holy and the pro- 
fane, and between the unclean and 
the clean, Le 11:47; 20:25; Eze 22:26 

11 and so as to teach the sons of 
Israel all the statutes which the Lorp 
has spoken to them through Moses.” 

12 Then Moses spoke to Aaron, 
and to his surviving sons, Eleazar and 
Ithamar, “Take the grain offering that 
is left over from the Lorp’s offerings 
by fire and eat it unleavened beside 
the altar, for it is most holy. 

13 “You shall eat it, moreover, in a 
holy place, because it is your due and 
your sons’ due out of the Lorp’s of- 
ferings by fire; for thus I have been 
commanded. 

14 “The breast of the wave offer- 
ing, however, and the thigh of the of- 
fering you may eat in a clean place, 
you and your sons and your daugh- 
ters with you; for they have been 
given as your due and your sons’ due 
out of the sacrifices of the peace of- 
ferings of the sons of Israel. 

15 “The thigh offered by lifting up 
and the breast offered by waving they 
Shall bring along with the offerings by 
fire of the portions of fat, to present as 
a wave offering before the Lorp; so it 
shall be a thing perpetually due you 
and your sons with you, just as the 
Lorp has commanded.” 

16 But Moses searched carefully 
for the goat of the sin offering, and be- 
hold, it had been burned up! So he 
was angry with Aaron’s surviving 
sons Eleazar and Ithamar, saying, 

17 “Why did you not eat the sin of- 
fering at the holy place? For it is most 
holy, and He gave it to you to bear 
away ®the guilt of the congregation, 
to make atonement for them before 
the Lorp. EX 28:38; Le 22:16; Nu 18:1 

18 “Behold, 8since its blood had 
not been brought inside, into the sanc- 
tuary, you should certainly have 
Reaten it in the sanctuary, just as I 
commanded.” Le 6:30 * Le 6:26 

19 But Aaron spoke to Moses, “Be- 
hold, this very day they presented 


10:1-3 10:6 Lit unbind 
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their sin offering and their burnt of- 
fering before the Lorp. When things 
like these happened to me, if I had 
eaten a sin offering today, would it 
have been good in the sight of the 
LorpD?” Le 9:8, 12 

20 When Moses heard that, it 
seemed good in his sight. 


Laws about Animals for Food 
The Lorp spoke again to Moses 
and to Aaron, saying to them, 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘“These are the creatures 
which you may eat from all the ani- 
mals that are on the earth. De 14:3-21 

3 ‘Whatever divides a hoof, thus 
making split hoofs, and chews the cud, 
among the animals, that you may eat. 

4 ‘Nevertheless, you are not to 
eat of these, among those which chew 
the cud, or among those which divide 
the hoof: the camel, for though it 
chews cud, it does not divide the hoof, 
it is unclean to you. Ac 10:14 

5 ‘Likewise, the shaphan, for 
though it chews cud, it does not divide 
the hoof, it is unclean to you; 

6 the 'rabbit also, for though it 
chews cud, it does not divide the hoof, 
it is unclean to you; Or hare 

7 and the pig, for though it di- 
vides the hoof, thus making a split 
hoof, it does not chew cud, it is un- 
clean to you. 

8 ‘You shall not eat of their flesh 
nor touch their carcasses; they are un- 
clean to you. 

9 ‘8These you may eat, whatever 
is in the water: all that have fins and 
scales, those in the water, in the seas 
or in the rivers, you may eat. De 14:9 

10 ‘But whatever is in the seas and 
in the rivers that does not have fins 
and scales among all the teeming life 
of the water, and among all the living 
creatures that are in the water, they 
are detestable things to you, 

11 and they shall be ‘abhorrent to 
you; you may not eat of their flesh, 
and their carcasses you shall detest. 

12 ‘Whatever in the water does 
not have fins and scales is ‘abhorrent 
to you. Lit detestable things 


Avoid the Unclean 
13 ‘These, moreover, you shall 
detest among the birds; they are ab- 
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horrent, not to be eaten: the eagle and 
the vulture and the buzzard, 

14 and the kite and the falcon in 
its kind, 

15 every raven in its kind, 

16 and the ostrich and the owl and 
the sea gull and the hawk in its kind, 

17 and the little owl and the cor- 
morant and the great owl, 

18 and the white owl and the peli- 
can and the carrion vulture, 

19 and the stork, the heron in its 
kinds, and the hoopoe, and the bat. 

20 ‘All the ‘winged insects that 
walk on all fours are detestable to 

ou Lit swarming things with wings 

21 ‘Yet these you may eat among 
all the ‘winged insects which walk on 
all fours: those which have above 
their feet jointed legs with which to 
jump on the earth. V 20, note 1 

22 ‘These of them you may eat: 
the locust in its kinds, and the devas- 
tating locust in its kinds, and the 
cricket in its kinds, and the grasshop- 
per in its kinds. 

23 ‘But all other ‘winged insects 
need are four-footed are detestable 
to y V 20, note 1 

4 ‘By these, moreover, you will be 
made unclean: whoever touches their 
carcasses becomes unclean until 
evening, 

25 and 8whoever picks up any of 
their carcasses shall wash his clothes 
and be unclean until evening. Le 11:40 

26 ‘Concerning all the animals 
which divide the hoof but do not 
make a split hoof, or which do not 
chew cud, they are unclean to you: 
whoever touches them becomes un- 
clean. 

27 ‘Also whatever walks on its 
paws, among all the creatures that 
walk on all fours, are unclean to you; 
whoever touches their carcasses be- 
comes unclean until evening, 

28 and the one who picks up their 
carcasses shall wash his clothes and 
be unclean until evening; they are un- 
clean to you. 

29 ‘Now these are to you the un- 
clean among the swarming things 
which swarm on the earth: the mole, 
and the mouse, and the ‘great lizard 
in its kinds, Or thorn-tailed lizard 


11:11 Lit detestable things 
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30 and the gecko, and the 'croco- 
dile, and the lizard, and the sand rep- 
tile, and the chameleon. Or lizard 

31 ‘These are to you the unclean 
among all the swarming things; who- 
ever touches them when they are 
dead becomes unclean until evening. 

32 ‘Also anything on which one of 
them may fall when they are dead be- 
comes unclean, including any wooden 
article, or clothing, or a skin, or a 
sack—any article of which use is 
made—it shall be put in the water 
and be unclean until evening, then it 
becomes clean. Le 15:12 

33 ‘As for any Searthenware ves- 
sel into which one of them may fall, 
whatever is in it becomes unclean and 
you shall break the vessel. Le 6:28; 15:12 

34 ‘Any of the food which may be 
eaten, on which water comes, shall 
become unclean, and any liquid 
which may be drunk in every vessel 
shall become unclean. 

35 ‘Everything, moreover, on 
which part of their carcass may fall 
becomes unclean; an oven or a ‘stove 
shall be smashed; they are unclean 
and shall continue as unclean to you. 

36 ‘Nevertheless a spring or a cis- 
tern ‘collecting water shall be clean, 
though the one who touches their car- 
cass shall be unclean. _ Lit of a gathering of 

37 ‘If a part of their carcass falls 
on any seed for sowing which is to be 
sown, it is clean. 

38 ‘Though if water is put on the 
seed and a part of their carcass falls 
on it, it is unclean to you. 

39 ‘Also if one of the animals dies 
which you have for food, the one who 
touches its carcass becomes unclean 
until evening. 

40 ‘He too, who eats some of its 
carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until evening, and the one 
who picks up its carcass shall wash 
his clothes and be unclean until 
evening. Le 17:15; 22:8; De 14:21; Eze 44:31 

41 ‘8Now every swarming thing 
that swarms on the earth is de- 
testable, not to be eaten. Le 11:29 

42 ‘Whatever crawls on its belly, 
and whatever walks on all fours, 
whatever has many feet, in respect to 
every swarming thing that swarms on 
the earth, you shall not eat them, for 
they are detestable. 


122 


43 ‘Do not render yourselves de- 
testable through any of the swarming 
things that swarm; and you shall not 
make yourselves unclean with them 
so that you become unclean. _Le 20:25 

44 ‘For I am the Lorp your God. 
Consecrate yourselves therefore, and 
Rbe holy, for I am holy. And you shall 
not make yourselves unclean with 
any of the swarming things that 
swarm on the earth. Le 19:2: 1 Pe 1:16 

45 ‘For I am the Lorp who 
brought you up from the land of 
Egypt to be your God; thus ®you shall 
be holy, for Iam holy.’” © Le 19:2; 1 Pe 1:16 

46 This is the law regarding the 
animal and the bird, and every living 
thing that moves in the waters and 
everything that swarms on the earth, 

47 to make a distinction between 
the unclean and the clean, and be- 
tween the edible creature and the 
creature which is not to be eaten. 


Laws of Motherhood 
l Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 


2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying: 

‘When a woman ‘gives birth and 
bears a male child, then she shall be 
unclean for seven days, as in the 
days of her menstruation she shall be 
unclean. Lit produces seed ® Le 15:19; 18:19 


3 ‘On the eighth day the flesh of — 


his foreskin shall be circumcised. 

4 ‘Then she shall remain in the 
blood of her purification for thirty- 
three days; she shall not touch any 
consecrated thing, nor enter the sanc- 
tuary until the days of her purification 
are completed. 

5 ‘But if she bears a female child, 
then she shall be unclean for two 
weeks, as in her menstruation; and 
she shall remain in the blood of her 
purification for sixty-six days. 

6 ‘8When the days of her purifi- 
cation are completed, for a son or for 
a daughter, she shall bring to the 
priest at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting a one year old lamb for a 
burnt offering and a young pigeon or 
a turtledove for a sin offering. Lk2:22 

7 ‘Then he shall offer it before 
the Lorp and make atonement for 


11:35 Lit hearth for supporting (two) pots 
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her, and she shall be cleansed from 
the ‘flow of her blood. This is the law 
for her who bears a child; whether a 
male or a female. Lit fountain 

8 ‘But if she cannot afford a 
lamb, then she shall take two turtle- 
doves or two young pigeons, the one 
for a burnt offering and the other for 
a sin offering; and the priest shall 
make atonement for her, and she will 
be clean.” Lk 2:22-24 Le 5:7 © Le 4:26 


The Test for Leprosy 
l Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and to Aaron, saying, 

2 “When a man has on the skin 
of his body a swelling or a scab or a 
bright spot, and it becomes fan infec- 
tion of leprosy on the skin of his 
Tbody, ®then he shall be brought to 
Aaron the priest or to one of his sons 
the priests. Lit flesh ¢ De 24:8 

3 “The priest shall look at the 
mark on the skin of the body, and if 
the hair in the infection has turned 
white and the infection appears to be 
deeper than the skin of his body, it is 
an infection of leprosy; when the 
priest has looked at him, he shall pro- 
nounce him unclean. 

4 “But if the bright spot is white 
on the skin of his body, and ‘Tit does 
not appear to be deeper than the skin, 
and the hair on it has not turned 
white, then the priest shall ‘isolate 
him who has the infection for seven 
days. Lit the appearance of it is not deeper * Lit shut up 

5 “The priest shall look at him on 
the seventh day, and if in his eyes the 
infection "has not changed and the in- 
fection has not spread on the skin, 
then the priest shall 7isolate him for 
seven more days. Lit has stood» Lit shut up 

6 “The priest shall look at him 
again on the seventh day, and if the 
infection has faded and the mark has 
not spread on the skin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him clean; it is only a 
scab. And he shall ®wash his clothes 
and be clean. Le 11:25; 14:8 

7 “But if the scab spreads farther 
on the skin after he has shown him- 
self to the priest for his cleansing, he 
shall appear again to the priest. 

8 “The priest shall look, and if 
the scab has spread on the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him un- 
clean; it is leprosy. 
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__ 9 “When the infection of leprosy 
is on a man, then he shall be brought 
to the priest. 

_, 10 “The priest shall then look, and 
if there is a 8white swelling in the 
skin, and it has turned the hair white, 
and there is quick raw flesh in the 
swelling, Nu 12:10; 2 Ki 5:27; 2 Ch 26:19, 20 

11 it is Ta chronic leprosy on the 
skin of his body, and the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean; he shall not 
isolate him, for he is unclean. Lit anoia 

12 “If the leprosy breaks out far- 
ther on the skin, and the leprosy cov- 
ers all the skin of him who has the 
infection from his head even to his 
feet, as far as the priest can see, 

13 then the priest shall look, and 
behold, if the leprosy has covered all 
his body, he shall pronounce clean 
him who has the infection; it has all 
turned white and he is clean. 

14 “But whenever raw flesh ap- 
pears on him, he shall be unclean. 

15 “The priest shall look at the 
raw flesh, and he shall pronounce him 
unclean; the raw flesh is unclean, it is 
leprosy. 

16 “Or if the raw flesh turns again 
and is changed to white, then he shall 
Rcome to the priest, Lk 5:12-14 

17 and the priest shall look at him, 
and behold, if the infection has turned 
to white, then the priest shall pro- 
nounce clean him who has the infec- 
tion; he is clean. 

18 “When the "body has a boil on 
its skin and it is healed, Lit flesh 

19 and in the place of the boil 
there is a white swelling or a reddish- 
white, bright spot, then it shall be 
shown to the priest; 

20 and the priest shall look, and 
behold, if it appears to be lower than 
the skin, and the hair on it has turned 
white, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is the infection of lep- 
rosy, it has broken out in the boil. 

21 “But if the priest looks at it, and 
behold, there are no white hairs in it 
and it is not lower than the skin and is 
faded, then the priest shall Tisolate 
him for seven days; Lit shut up 

22 and if it spreads farther on the 
skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is an infection. 


13:2 Lit a mark, stroke, and so throughout the ch 
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23 “But if the bright spot remains 
in its place and does not spread, it is 
only the scar of the boil; and the priest 
shall pronounce him clean. ie 

24 “Or if the "body sustains in its 
skin a burn by fire, and the raw flesh 
of the burn becomes a bright spot, 
reddish-white, or white, Lit flesh 

25 then the priest shall look at it. 
And if the hair in the bright spot has 
turned white and it appears to be 
deeper than the skin, it is leprosy; it 
has broken out in the burn. Therefore, 
the priest shall pronounce him un- 
clean; it is an infection of leprosy. 

26 “But if the priest looks at it, and 
indeed, there is no white hair in the 
bright spot and it is no deeper than 
the skin, but is dim, then the priest 
shall isolate him for seven days; 

27 and the priest shall look at him 
on the seventh day. If it spreads far- 
ther in the skin, then the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean; it is an infec- 
tion of leprosy. 

28 “But if the bright spot remains 
in its place and has not spread in the 
skin, but is dim, it is the swelling from 
the burn; and the priest shall pro- 
nounce him clean, for it is only the 
scar of the burn. 

29 “Now if a man or woman has 
an infection on the head or on the 
beard, 

30 then the priest shall look at the 
infection, and if it appears to be 
deeper than the skin and there is thin 
yellowish hair in it, then the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean; it is a 
scale, it is leprosy of the head or of the 
beard. 

31 “But if the priest looks at the 
infection of the scale, and indeed, it 
appears to be no deeper than the skin 
and there is no black hair in it, then 
the priest shall Tisolate the person 
with the scaly infection for seven 
days. Lit shut up 

32 “On the seventh day the priest 
Shall look at the infection, and if the 
scale has not spread and no yellow- 
ish hair has ‘grown in it, and the ap- 
pearance of the scale is no deeper 
than the skin, Lit been 

33 then he shall shave himself, but 
he shall not shave the scale; and the 
priest shall ‘isolate the person with 
the scale seven more days. Lit shut up 
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34 “Then on the seventh day the 
priest shall look at the scale, and if the 
scale has not spread in the skin and it 
appears to be no deeper than the skin, 
the priest shall pronounce him clean; 
and ue shall wash his clothes and be 
clea 

35. “But if the scale spreads farther 
in the skin after his cleansing, 

36 then the priest shall look at 
him, and if the scale has spread in the 
skin, the priest need not seek for the 
yellowish hair; he is unclean. 

37 “If in his sight the scale has re- 
mained, however, and black hair has 
grown in it, the scale has healed, he is 
clean; and the priest shall pronounce 
him clean. 

38 “When a man or a woman has 
bright spots on the skin of the ‘body, 
even white bright spots, Lit flesh 

39 then the priest shall look, and if 
the bright spots on the skin of their 
Tbodies are a faint white, it is "eczema 
that has broken out on the skin; he is 
clean. Lit flesh Lit tetter 

40 “Now if a man loses the hair of 
his head, he is bald; he is clean. 

41 “If his head becomes bald at 
the 'front and sides, he is bald on the 
forehead; he is clean. _ Lit border of his face 

42 “But if on the bald head or the 
bald forehead, there occurs a reddish- 
white infection, it is leprosy breaking 
out on his bald head or on his bald 
forehead. 

43 “Then 8the priest shall look at 
him; and if the swelling of the infec- 
tion is reddish-white on his bald head 
or on his bald forehead, like the ap- 
pearance of leprosy in the skin of the 
body, Le 10:10; Eze 22:26 

44 he is a leprous man, he is un- 
clean. The priest shall surely pro- 
nounce him unclean; his infection is 
on his head. 

45 “As for the leper who has the 
infection, his clothes shall be torn, 
and the hair of his head shall be 
uncovered, and he shall cover his 
mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Un- 
clean!’ 

46 “He shall remain unclean all 
the days during which he has the in- 
fection; he is unclean. He shall live 
alone; his dwelling shall be outside 
the camp. Nu 5:1-4; 12:14 

47 “When a garment has a mark 
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of leprosy in it, whether it is a wool 
garment or a linen garment, 

_ 48 whether in warp or woof, of 
linen or of wool, whether in leather or 
in any article made of leather, 

_ 49 if the mark is greenish or red- 
dish in the garment or in the leather, 
or in the warp or in the woof, or in any 
article of leather, it is a leprous mark 
and shall be shown to the priest. 

. 50 “Then the priest shall look at 
the mark and shall quarantine the ar- 
ticle with the mark for seven days. 

51 “Heshall then look at the mark 
on the seventh day; if the mark has 
spread in the garment, whether in the 
warp or. in the woof, or in the leather, 
whatever the purpose for which the 
leather is used, the mark is a leprous 
malignancy, it is unclean. 

52 “So he shall burn the garment, 
whether the warp or the woof, in wool 
or in linen, or any article of leather in 
which the mark occurs, for it is a 
Tleprous malignancy; it shall be 
burned in the fire. Lit malignant leprosy 

53 “But if the priest shall look, and 
indeed the mark has not spread in the 
garment, either in the warp or in the 
woof, or in any article of leather, 

54 then the priest shall order them 
to wash the thing in which the mark 
occurs and he shall ‘quarantine it for 
seven more days. Lit shut up 

55 “After the article with the mark 
has been washed, the priest shall 
again look, and if the mark has not 
changed its appearance, even though 
the mark has not spread, it is unclean; 
you shall burn it in the fire, whether 
an eating away has produced bare- 
ness on the top or on the front of it. 

56 “Then if the priest looks, and if 
the mark has faded after it has been 
washed, then he shall tear it out of the 
garment or out of the leather, whether 
from the warp or from the woof; 

57 and if it appears again in the 
garment, whether in the warp or in 
the woof, or in any article of leather, it 
is an outbreak; the article with the 
mark shall be burned in the fire. 

58 “The garment, whether the 
warp or the woof, or any article of 
leather from which the mark has de- 
parted when you washed it, it shall 
then be washed a second time and 
will be clean.” 
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59 This is the law for the mark of 
leprosy in a garment of wool or linen, 
whether in the warp or in the woof, or 
in any article of leather, for pro- 
nouncing it clean or unclean. 


Law of Cleansing a Leper 
l Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “This shall be the law of the 
leper in the day of his cleansing. 
Now he shall be brought to the 
priest, Ma 8:4; Mk 1:44; Lk 5:14; 17:14 

3. and the priest shall go out to 
the outside of the camp. Thus the 
priest shall look, and if the infection 
of leprosy has been healed in the 
leper, Le 13:46 

4 then the priest shall give orders 
to take two live clean birds and cedar 
wood and a scarlet string and hyssop 
for the one who is to be cleansed. 

5 “The priest shall also give or- 
ders to slay the one bird in an earth- 
enware vessel over running water. 

6 “As for the live bird, he shall 
take it together with 8the cedar wood 
and the scarlet string and the hyssop, 
and shall dip them and the live bird 
in the blood of the bird that was slain 
over the running water. Le 14:4 

7 “RHe shall then sprinkle seven 
times the one who is to be cleansed 
from the leprosy and shall pronounce 
him clean, and shall let the live bird 
go free over the open field. Eze 36:25 

8 “RThe one to be cleansed shall 
then wash his clothes and shave off 
all his hair and bathe in water and be 
clean. Now afterward, he may enter 
the camp, but he shall stay outside his 
tent for seven days. Le 11:25; 13:6; Nu 8:7 

9 “It will be on the seventh day 
that he shall shave off all his hair: he 
shall shave his head and his beard 
and his eyebrows, even all his hair. He 
shall then wash his clothes and bathe 
his body in water and be clean. 

10 “Now on the eighth day he is to 
take two male lambs without defect, 
and a yearling ewe lamb without de- 
fect, and three-tenths of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering, and one ‘log of oil; 

11 and the priest who pronounces 
him clean shall present the man to be 


14:10 I.e. Approx one pt 
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cleansed and the ‘aforesaid before 
the Lorp at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting. Lit them 

12 “Then the priest shall take the 
one male lamb and bring it for a ®guilt 
offering, with the ®log of oil, and pres- 
ent them as a wave offering before the 
LORD. Le 5:6, 18: 6:6; 14:19 ¢ Le 14:10 

13 “Next he shall slaughter the 
male lamb in ®the place where they 
slaughter the sin offering and the 
burnt offering, at the place of the 
sanctuary—for the guilt offering, like 
the sin offering, belongs to the priest; 
it is most holy. Ex 29:11; Le 1:11; 4:24 

14 “The priest shall then take 
some of the blood of the ®guilt offer- 
ing, and the priest shall put it on ®the 
lobe of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his 
right hand and on the big toe of his 
right foot. Le 14:19 © Ex 29:20; Le 8:23, 24 

15 “The priest shall also take 
some of the 8log of oil, and pour it 
into his left palm; Le 14:10 

16 the priest shall then dip his 
right-hand finger into the oil that is in 
his left palm, and with his finger 
sprinkle some of the oil seven times 
before the Lorp. 

17 “Of the remaining oil which is 
in his palm, the priest shall put some 
on the right ear lobe of the one to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the big toe of his right 
foot, on the blood of the guilt offering; 

18 while the rest of the oil that is 
in the priest’s palm, he shall put on 
the head of the one to be cleansed. So 
the priest shall make atonement on 
his behalf before the Lorp. 

19 “The priest shall next offer the 
Rsin offering and make atonement for 
the one to be cleansed from his un- 
cleanness. Then afterward, he shall 
slaughter the burnt offering. — Le 14:12 

20 “The priest shall offer up the 
burnt offering and the grain offering 
on the altar. Thus the priest shall 
make atonement for him, and ®he will 
be clean. Le 14:8, 9 

21 “But if he is poor and his 
means are insufficient, then he is to 
take one male lamb for a guilt offer- 
ing as a wave offering to make atone- 
ment for him, and one-tenth of an 
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for 
a grain offering, and a log of oil, 
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22 and two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons which are within his 
means, the one shall be a sin offering 
and the other a burnt offering. 

23 “8Then the eighth day he shall 
bring them for his cleansing to the 
priest, at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting, before the Lorp. Le 14:10, 11 

24 “The priest shall take the lamb 
of the guilt offering and the log of oil, 
and the priest shall offer them for a 
wave offering before the Lorpb. 

25 “Next he shall slaughter the 
lamb of the guilt offering; and the 
priest is to take some of the blood of 
the guilt offering and put it on 8the 
lobe of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed and on the thumb of his 
right hand and on the big toe of his 
right foot. Le 14:14 

26 “The priest shall also pour 
some of the oil into his left palm; 

27 and with his right-hand finger 
the priest shall sprinkle some of the 
oil that is in his left palm seven times 
before the Lorp. 

28 “The priest shall then put Some 
of the oil that is in his palm on the 
lobe of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his 
right hand and on the big toe of his 
right foot, on the place of the blood of 
the guilt offering. 

29 “Moreover, the rest of the oil 
that is in the priest’s palm he shall put 
on the head of the one to be cleansed, 
to make atonement on his behalf be- 
fore the Lorp. 

30 “He shall then offer one of the 
turtledoves or young pigeons, which 
are within his means. 

31 “He shall offer what "he can af- 
ford, §the one for a sin offering and 
the other for a burnt offering, to- 
gether with the grain offering. So the 
priest shall make atonement before 
the Lorp on behalf of the one to be 
cleansed. Lit his hand can reach ¢ Le 5:7 

32 “This is the law for him in 
whom there is an infection of leprosy, 
whose ‘means are limited for his 
cleansing.” Lit hand does not reach 


Cleansing a Leprous House 

33 The Lorp further spoke to 
Moses and to Aaron, saying: 

34 “RWhen you enter the land of 
Canaan, which I give you for a pos- 
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session, and I put a mark of leprosy 
on a house in the land of your posses- 
sion, Ge 17:8; Nu 32:22; De 7:1; 32:49 

35 then the one who owns the 
house shall come and tell the priest, 
saying, ‘Something like 8a mark of 
leprosy has become visible to me in 
the house.’ Ps 91:10 

36 “The priest shall then com- 
mand that they empty the house be- 
fore the priest goes in to look at the 
mark, so that everything in the house 
need not become unclean; and after- 
ward the priest shall go in to look at 
the house. 

37 “So he shall look at the mark, 
and if the mark on the walls of the 
house has greenish or reddish de- 
pressions and appears deeper than 
the ‘surface, Lit wall 

38 then the priest shall come out 
of the house, to the doorway, and 
quarantine the house for seven days. 

39 “The priest shall return on the 
seventh day and ‘make an inspection. 
If the mark has indeed spread in the 
walls of the house, Lit look 

40 then the priest shall order them 
to tear out the stones with the mark in 
them and throw them away ‘at an un- 
clean place outside the city. Lit to 

41 “He shall have the house 
scraped all around ‘inside, and they 
shall dump the plaster that they 
scrape off at an unclean place outside 
the city. Lit from the house around 

42 “Then they shall take other 
stones and replace those stones, and 
he shall take other plaster and replas- 
ter the house. 

43 “If, however, the mark breaks 
out again in the house after he has torn 
out the stones and scraped the house, 
and after it has been replastered, 

44 then the priest shall come in 
and ™make an inspection. If he sees 
that the mark has indeed spread in 
the house, it is 8a malignant mark in 
the house; it is unclean. Lit look® Le 13:51 

45 “He shall therefore tear down 
the house, its stones, and its timbers, 
and all the plaster of the house, and 
he shall take them outside the city to 
an ®unclean place. Le 14:41 

46 “Moreover, whoever goes into 
the house during the time that he has 
Tguarantined it, becomes "unclean 
until evening. Lit shut up © Nu 19:7, 10, 21, 22 
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_ 47 “Likewise, whoever lies down 
in the house shall wash his clothes, 
and whoever eats in the house shall 
wash his clothes. 

48 “If, on the other hand, the 
priest comes in and makes an inspec- 
tion and the mark has not indeed 
spread in the house after the house 
has been replastered, then the priest 
shall pronounce the house clean be- 
cause the mark has not reappeared. 

49 “To cleanse the house then, he 
shall take 8two birds and cedar wood 
and a scarlet string and hyssop, Le 14:4 

50 and he shall slaughter the one 
bird in an earthenware vessel over 
Trunning water. Lit living 

51 “Then he shall take the cedar 
wood and the ®hyssop and the scarlet 
string, with the live bird, and dip them 
in the blood of the slain bird as well as 
in the running water, and sprinkle the 
house seven times. 1 Ki 4:33; Ps 51:7 

52 “He shall thus cleanse the 
house with the blood of the bird and 
with the Trunning water, along with 
the live bird and with the cedar wood 
and with the hyssop and with the 
Tgcarlet string. Lit living ¢ Lit scarlet color 

53 “However, he shall let the live 
bird go free outside the city into the 
open field. So he shall make atone- 
ment for the house, and it will be 
clean.” 

54 This is the law for any mark of 
leprosy—even for a 8scale, Le 13:30 

55 and for the ®leprous garment 
or house, Le 13:47:52 

56 and ®for a swelling, and for a 
scab, and for a bright spot— Le 13:2 

57 to teach when they are unclean 
and when they are clean. This is the 
law of leprosy. 


Cleansing Unhealthiness 
The Lorp also spoke to Moses 
and to Aaron, saying, 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
and say to them, ‘“When any man has 
a discharge from his body, his dis- 
charge is unclean. Le 22:4; Nu 5:2; 2 Sa 3:29 

3 ‘This, moreover, shall be his un- 
cleanness in his discharge: it is his 
uncleanness whether his body allows 
its discharge to flow or whether his 
body obstructs its discharge. 

4 ‘Every bed on which the person 
with the discharge lies becomes un- 
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clean, and everything on which he sits 
becomes unclean. 

5 ‘Anyone, moreover, who 
touches his bed shall wash his clothes 
and bathe in water and be unclean 
until evening; 

6 and whoever sits on the thing 
on which the man with the discharge 
has been sitting, shall wash his 
clothes and bathe in water and be un- 
clean until evening. 

7 ‘Also whoever touches the 'per- 
son with the discharge shall wash his 
clothes and bathe in water and be un- 
clean until evening. Lit flesh 

8 ‘Or if the man with the dis- 
charge spits on one who is clean, he 
too shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water and be unclean until evening. 

9 ‘Every saddle on which the per- 
son with the discharge rides becomes 
unclean. 

10 ‘Whoever then touches any of 
the things which were under him 
shall be unclean until evening, and he 
who carries them shall wash his 
clothes and bathe in water and be un- 
clean until evening. 

11 ‘Likewise, whomever the one 
with the discharge touches without 
having rinsed his hands in water shall 
wash his clothes and bathe in water 
and be unclean until evening. 

12 ‘However, an earthenware 
vessel which the person with the dis- 
charge touches shall be broken, and 
every wooden vessel shall be rinsed 
in water. Le 6:28; 11:33 

13 ‘Now when the man with the 
discharge becomes cleansed from his 
discharge, then he ®shall count off for 
himself seven days for his cleansing; 
he shall then wash his clothes and 
bathe his body in 'running water and 
will become clean. Le 8:33; 14:8 © Lit living 

14 ‘Then on the eighth day he 
shall take for himself ®two turtledoves 
or two young pigeons, and come be- 
fore the Lorp to the doorway of the 
tent of meeting and give them to the 
priest; Le 14:22, 23 

15 and the priest shall offer them, 
Rone for a sin offering and the other 
for a burnt offering. So 8the priest 
shall make atonement on his behalf 
before the Lorp because of his dis- 
charge. Le 5:7; 14:31 © Le 14:19, 31 

16 ‘Now if a man has a seminal 
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emission, he shall bathe all his body 
in water and be unclean until evening. 

17 ‘As for any garment or any 
leather on which there is seminal 
emission, it shall be washed with 
water and be unclean until evening. 

18 ‘If aman lies with a woman so 
that there is a seminal emission, they 
shall both bathe in water and be 8un- 
clean until evening. 1 Sa 21:4 

19 ‘““When a woman has a dis- 
charge, if her discharge in her body is 
blood, she shall continue in her men- 
strual impurity for seven days; and 
whoever touches her shall be unclean 
until evening. Le 12:2 

20 ‘Everything also on which she 
lies during her menstrual impurity 
shall be unclean, and everything on 
which she sits shall be unclean. 

21 ‘Anyone who touches her bed 
shall wash his clothes and bathe in 
water and be unclean until evening. 

22 ‘Whoever touches any thing on 
which she sits shall wash his clothes 
and bathe in water and be unclean 
until evening. 

23 ‘Whether it be on the bed or on 
the thing on which she is sitting, when 
he touches it, he shall be unclean until 
evening. 

24 ‘Ifa man actually lies with her 
so that her menstrual impurity is on 
him, he shall be unclean seven days, 
and every bed on which he lies shall 
be unclean. Le 18:19; 20:18 

25 ‘Now if a woman has a dis- 
charge of her blood many days, not at 
the period of her menstrual impurity, 
or if she has a discharge beyond that 
period, all the days of her impure dis- 
charge she shall continue as though 
in her menstrual impurity; she is un- 
clean. Ma 9:20; Mk 5:25; Lk 8:43 

26 ‘Any bed on which she lies all 
the days of her discharge shall be to 
her like Ther bed at menstruation; and 
every thing on which she sits shall be 
unclean, like her uncleanness at that 
time. Lit the bed of her menstrual impurity 

27 ‘Likewise, whoever touches 
them shall be unclean and shall wash 
his clothes and bathe in water and be 
unclean until evening. 

28 ‘When she becomes clean from 
her discharge, she shall count off for 
herself seven days; and afterward she 
will be clean. 
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29 ‘Then on the eighth day she 
shall take for herself two turtledoves 
or two young pigeons and bring them 
in to the priest, to the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. 

30 ‘The priest shall offer the Rone 
for a sin offering and the other for a 
burnt offering. So the priest shall 
make atonement on her behalf before 
the Lorp because of her impure ate 
charge,’ 

31 “Thus you shall keep the Sons 
of Israel separated from their un- 
cleanness, so that they will not die in 
their uncleanness by their defiling My 
tabernacle that is among them.” 

32 This is the law for the one with 
a discharge, and for the man who has 
a seminal emission so that he is un- 
clean by it, 

33 and for the woman who is ill 
because of menstrual impurity, and 
for the one who has a discharge, 
whether a male or a female, or a man 
who lies with an unclean woman. 


Law of Atonement 
l Now the Lorp spoke to Moses 
after the death of the two sons 


of Aaron, when they had approached 


the presence of the Lorp and died. 

2 The Lorp said to Moses: 

“Tell your brother Aaron that he 
shall not enter at any time into the 
holy place inside the veil, before the 
Flmercy seat which is on the ark, or 
he will die; for I will appear in the 
cloud over the mercy seat. Lit propitiatory 

3 “Aaron shall enter the holy 
place with this: with a "bull for a ®sin 
offering and a ram for a burnt offer- 
ing. Or bull of the herd ¢ Le 4:1-12; 16:6; He 9:7 

4 “He shall put on the holy linen 
tunic, and the linen undergarments 
shall be next to his body, and he shall 
be girded with the linen sash and at- 
tired with the linen turban (these are 
holy garments). Then he shall bathe 
his body in water and put them on. 

5 “He shall take from the congre- 
gation of the sons of Israel two male 
goats for a sin offering and one ram 
for a burnt offering. 

6 “Then Aaron shall offer the 
bull for the sin offering which is for 
himself, that he may make atonement 
for himself and for his household. 

7 “He shall take the two goats 
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and present them before the Lorp at 
the doorway of the tent of meeting. 

8 “Aaron shall cast lots for the 
two boot one lot for the Lorp and 
the other lot for the ‘scapegoat. 

9 “Then Aaron shall offer the 
goat on which the lot for the Lorp fell, 
and make it a sin offering. 

10 “But the goat on which the lot 
for the scapegoat fell shall be pre- 
sented alive before the Lorn, to make 
atonement upon it, to send it into the 
wilderness as the scapegoat. 

11 “Then Aaron shall offer the 
bull of the sin offering which is for 
himself and make atonement for him- 
self and for his household, and he 
shall slaughter the bull of the sin of- 
fering which is for himself. — He 7:27; 9:7 

12 “He shall take a ®firepan full of 
coals of fire from upon the altar be- 
fore the Lorp and two handfuls of 
finely ground sweet incense, and 
bring it inside the veil. —_Le 10:1; Nu 16:18 

13 “He shall put the incense on the 
fire before the Lorp, that the cloud of 
incense may cover the ®mercy seat 
that is on the ark of the testimony, 
otherwise he will die. Ex 25:21 

14 “Moreover, he shall take some 
of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it 
with his finger on the mercy seat on 
the east side; also in front of the 
mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of 
the blood with his finger seven times. 

15 “Then he shall slaughter the 
goat of the sin offering ®which is for 
the people, and bring its blood inside 
the veil and do with its blood as he did 
with the blood of the bull, and sprin- 
kle it on the mercy seat and in front of 
the mercy seat. He 7:27; 9:7, 12 

16 “He shall make atonement for 
the holy place, because of the impuri- 
ties of the sons of Israel and because 
of their transgressions in regard to all 
their sins; and thus he shall do for the 
tent of meeting which abides with 
them in the midst of their impurities. 

17 “When he goes in to make 
atonement in the holy place, no one 
shall be in the tent of meeting until he 
comes out, that he may make atone- 
ment for himself and for his house- 
hold and for all the assembly of Israel. 


16:2 Lit propitiatory 16:8 Lit goat of removal, or 
else aname: Azazel 
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18 “Then he shall go out to the 
altar that is before the Lorp and make 
atonement for it, and shall take some 
of the blood of the bull and of the 
blood of the goat and put it on the 
horns of the altar on all sides. 

19 “With his finger he _ shall 
sprinkle some of the blood on it seven 
times and cleanse it, and from the im- 
purities of the sons of Israel conse- 
crate it. Le 16:14; Eze 43:20 

20 “When he finishes atoning for 
the holy place and the tent of meeting 
and the altar, he shall offer the live 
goat. 

21 “Then Aaron shall lay both of 
his hands on the head of the live goat, 
and &confess over it all the iniquities 
of the sons of Israel and all their 
transgressions in regard to all their 
sins; and he shall lay them on the 
head of the goat and send it away into 
the wilderness by the hand of a man 
who stands in readiness. Le 5:5 

22 “The goat shall bear on itself 
all their iniquities to a solitary land; 
and he shall release the goat in the 
wilderness. 

23 “Then Aaron shall come into 
the tent of meeting and take off ®the 
linen garments which he put on when 
he went into the holy place, and shall 
leave them there. Le 16:4; Eze 42:14; 44:19 

24 “He shall bathe his body with 
water in a holy place and put on his 
clothes, and come forth and offer his 
burnt offering and the burnt offering 
of the people and make atonement for 
himself and for the people. Le 16:4 

25 “Then he shall offer up in 
smoke the fat of the sin offering on 
the altar. 

26 “The one who released the goat 
as the scapegoat ®shall wash his 
clothes and bathe his "body with 
water; then afterward he shall come 
into the camp. Le 11:25, 40 © Lit flesh 

27 “But the bull of the sin offering 
and the goat of the sin offering, 
Rwhose blood was brought in to make 
atonement in the holy place, shall be 
taken outside the camp, and they shall 
burn their hides, their flesh, and their 
refuse in the fire. Le 6:30; He 13:11 

28 “Then the Sone who burns 
them shall wash his clothes and bathe 
his body with water, then afterward 
he shall come into the camp. Nu 19:8 
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An Annual Atonement 

29 “This shall be a permanent 
statute for you: in the seventh month, 
on the tenth day of the month, you 
shall humble your souls and not do 
any work, whether the native, or the 
alien who sojourns among you; 

30 for it is on this day that atone- 
ment shall be made for you to cleanse 
you; you will be clean from all your 
sins before the Lorb. 

31 “It is to be a sabbath of solemn 
rest for you, that you may humble 
your souls; it is a permanent statute. 

32 “So the priest who is anointed 
and ordained to serve as priest in:his 
father’s place shall make atonement: 
he shall thus put on &the linen gar- 
ments, the holy garments, 

33 and make atonement for the 
holy sanctuary, and he shall make 
atonement for the tent of meeting and 
for the altar. He shall also make 
atonement for ®the priests and for all 
the people of the assembly. Le 16:11 

34 “Now you shall have this as a 
Rpermanent statute, to make atone- 
ment for the sons of Israel for all their 
sins once every year.” And just as the 
Lorp had commanded Moses, so he 
did. Le 23:31 ¢ He 9:7 


Blood for Atonement 
l Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Speak to Aaron and to his 
sons and to all the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘This is what the Lorp 
has commanded, saying, 

3 “Any man from the house of Is- 
rael who slaughters an ox or a lamb 
or a goat in the camp, or who slaugh- 
ters it outside the camp, 

4 and ®has not brought it to the 
doorway of the tent of meeting to 
present it as an offering to the Lorp 
before the ‘tabernacle of the Lorp, 
bloodguiltiness is to be reckoned to 
that man. He has shed blood and that 
man shall be cut off from among his 
people. De 12:5-21 © Lit dwelling place 
5 “TThe reason is so that the sons 
of Israel may bring their sacrifices 
which they were sacrificing in the 
open field, that they may bring them 
in to the Lorp, at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting to the priest, and sac- 
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rifice them as sacrifices of peace of- 
ferings to the Lorp. Lit In order that 

6 “The priest shall sprinkle the 
blood on the altar of the Lorp at the 
doorway of the tent of meeting, and 
offer up the fat in smoke as a sooth- 
ing aroma to the Lorp. Nu 18:17 

7 “They shall no longer sacrifice 
their sacrifices to the goat demons 
with which they play the harlot. This 
shall be a permanent statute to them 
throughout their generations.”’ 

8 “Then you shall say to them, 
‘Any man from the house of Israel, or 
from the aliens who sojourn among 
them, who offers a burnt offering or 
sacrifice, 

9 and does not bring it to the 
doorway of the tent of meeting to offer 
it to the Lorp, that man also shall be 
cut off from his people. Ex 20:24; Le 17:4 

10 ‘And any man from the house 
of Israel, or from the aliens who so- 
journ among them, who eats any 
blood, I will set My face against that 
person who eats blood and will cut 
him off from among his people. 

11 ‘For the life of the flesh is in the 
blood, and I have given it to you on 
the altar to make atonement for your 
souls; for it is the blood by reason of 
the life that makes atonement.’ 

12 “Therefore I said to the sons of 
Israel, ‘No person among you may eat 
blood, nor may any alien who so- 
journs among you eat blood.’ 

13 “So when any man from the 
sons of Israel, or from the aliens who 
sojourn among them, in hunting 
catches a beast or a bird which may 
be eaten, ®he shall pour out its blood 
and cover it with earth. De 12:16 

14 “For as for the life of all flesh, 
its blood is identified with its life. 
Therefore I said to the sons of Israel, 
‘You are not to eat the blood of any 
flesh, for the life of all flesh is its 
aoe whoever eats it shall be cut 
off. 

15 “When any person eats an ani- 
mal which dies or is torn by beasts, 
whether he is a native or an alien, he 
shall wash his clothes and bathe in 
water, and remain unclean until 
evening; then he will become clean. 

16 “But if he does not wash them 
or bathe his body, then ®he shall bear 
his Tguilt.” Nu 19:20 ¢ Or iniquity 


LEVITICUS 18:15 


Laws on Immoral Relations 
1 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘8I am the Lorp your 

od. Ex 6:7; Le 11:44; Eze 20:5 

3 ‘You shall not do what is 
Xdone in the land of Egypt where you 
lived, nor are you to do what is ®done 
in the land of Canaan where I am 
bringing you; you shall not walk in 
their statutes. Eze 20:7, 8 © Le 18:24-30; 20:23 

4 ‘You are to perform My judg- 
ments and keep My statutes, "to live 
in accord with them; 8I am the Lorp 
your God. Lit to walk in them e Le 18:2 

5 ‘So you shall keep My statutes 
and My judgments, by which a man 
may live if he does them; I am the 
LorpD. 

6 ‘None of you shall approach 
any blood relative Tof his to uncover 
nakedness; I am the LorD. Lit of his flesh 

7 ‘You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father, that is, the 
nakedness of your mother. She is your 
mother; you are not to uncover her 
nakedness. Le 20:11; De 27:20; Eze 22:10 

8 ‘You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father’s wife; it is 
your father’s nakedness. 

9 ‘The nakedness of your sister, 
either your father’s daughter or your 
mother’s daughter, whether born at 
home or born outside, their naked- 
ness you shall not uncover. 

10 ‘The nakedness of your son’s 
daughter or your daughter’s daugh- 
ter, their nakedness you shall not un- 
cover; for their nakedness is yours. 

11 ‘The nakedness of your father’s 
wife’s daughter, ‘born to your father, 
she is your sister, you shall not un- 
cover her nakedness. Lit begotten of 

12 ‘®You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father’s sister; she 
is your father’s blood relative. Le 20:19 

13 ‘You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your mother’s sister, for 
she is your mother’s blood relative. 

14 ‘®You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father’s brother; 
you shall not approach his wife, she is 
your aunt. Le 20:20 

15 ‘8You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your daughter-in-law; 
she is your son’s wife, you shall not 
uncover her nakedness. Le 20:12 
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16 ‘You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your brother’s wife; it is 
your brother’s nakedness. Le 20:21 

17 ‘“®You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of a woman and of her 
daughter, nor shall you take her son’s 
daughter or her daughter’s daughter, 
to uncover her nakedness; they are 
blood relatives. It is lewdness. Le 20:14 

18 ‘You shall not ‘marry a woman 
in addition to Ther sister ‘as a rival 
while she is alive, to uncover her 
nakedness. Lit take a wife « Or another ¢ Lit to be 

19 ‘Also you shall not approach a 
woman to uncover her nakedness 
during her ®menstrual impurity. Le 12:2 

20 ‘You shall not have intercourse 
with your neighbor’s wife, to be de- 
filed with her. 

21 ‘You shall not give any of your 
offspring ®to offer them to Molech, nor 
shall you profane the name of your 
God; I am the Lorp. Le 20:2-5; De 12:31 

22 ‘You shall not lie with a male 
as Tone lies with a female; it is an 
abomination. Lit those who lie 

23 ‘RAlso you shall not have inter- 
course with any animal to be defiled 
with it, nor shall any woman stand be- 
fore an animal to ‘mate with it; itis a 
perversion. Ex 22:19; Le 20:15, 16; De 27:21 ¢ Or lie 

24 ‘Do not defile yourselves by 
any of these things; for by all these 
the nations which I am casting out be- 
fore you have become defiled. 

25 ‘For the land has become de- 
filed, therefore I have brought its pun- 
ishment upon it, so the land has 
spewed out its inhabitants. Le 18:28; 20:22 

26 ‘But as for you, you are to keep 
My statutes and My judgments and 
shall not do any of these abomina- 
tions, neither the native, nor the alien 
who sojourns among you 

27 (for the men of the land who 
have been before you have done all 
these abominations, and the land has 
become defiled); 

28 so that the land will not spew 
you out, should you defile it, as it has 
spewed out the nation which has been 
before you. 

29 ‘For whoever does any of these 
abominations, ‘those persons who do 
so shall be cut off from among their 
people. Or and the 

30 ‘Thus you are to keep ®My 
charge, that you do not practice any 
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of the abominable customs which 
have been practiced before you, so as 
not to defile yourselves with them; I 


am the Lorp your God.” Le 22:9; De 11:1 

Idolatry Forbidden 

l Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying: 


2 “Speak to all the congregation 
of the sons of Israel and say to them, 
‘You shall be holy, for I the Lorpb your 
God am holy. | 

3 ‘Every one of you shall rever- 
ence his mother and his father, 
and you shall keep My sabbaths; 81 
am the Lorp your God. — Ex 20:8¢ Le 11:44 

4 ‘Do not turn to Xidols or make 
for yourselves molten gods; I am the 
Lorp your God. Le 26:1; Ps 96:5; 115:4-7 

5 ‘Now when you offer a sacri- 
fice of peace offerings to the Lorp, 
you shall offer it so that you may be 
accepted. 

6 ‘It shall be eaten the same day 
you offer it, and the next day; but 
what remains until the third day shall 
be burned with fire. 

7 ‘So if it is eaten at all on the 
third day, it is an offense; it will not 
be accepted. 

8 ‘Everyone who eats it will bear 
his iniquity, for he has profaned the 
holy thing of the Lorp; and that per- 
son shall be cut off from his people. 


Sundry Laws 
9 ‘RNow when you reap the har- 
vest of your land, you shall not 
reap to the very corners of your field, 
nor shall you gather the gleanings of 
your harvest. Le 23:22; De 24:20-22 
10 ‘Nor shall you glean your vine- 
yard, nor shall you gather the fallen 
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave 
them for the needy and for the 
stranger. Iam the Lorp your God. 
11 ‘You shall not steal, nor deal 
falsely, nor lie to one another. Ex 20:15, 16 
12 ‘You shall not swear falsely by 
My name, so as to profane the name 
of your God; I am the Lorp. Le 18:21 
13 “You shall not oppress your 
neighbor, nor rob him. The 
wages of a hired man are not to re- 
main with you all night until morning. 
14 ‘You shall not curse a deaf 


YH 18:22-24 % 19:3 3% 19:9-10 % 19:13 
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man, nor ®place a stumbling block be- 
fore the blind, but you shall revere 
your God; I am the Lorp. De 27:18 
— 15 ‘You shall do no injustice in 
judgment; you shall not be partial to 
the poor nor defer to the great, but 
you are to judge your neighbor fairly. 

16 ‘You shall not go about as a 
slanderer among your people, and 
you are not to act against the life of 
your neighbor; I am the Lorp. 

17 ‘You shall not hate your fellow 
countryman in your heart; you may 
surely reprove your neighbor, but 
shall not incur sin because of him. 

18 ‘®You shall not take vengeance, 
Rnor bear any grudge against the 
sons of your people, but you shall 


- love your neighbor as yourself; I am 


the LORD. De 32:35; Ro 12:19; He 10:30 ¢ Ps 103:9 
19 ‘You are to keep My statutes. 
You shall not breed together two 
kinds of your cattle; you shall not sow 
your field with two kinds of seed, nor 
wear a garment upon you of two 
kinds of material mixed together. 

20 ‘Now if a man lies carnally 
with a woman whois a slave acquired 
for another man, but who has in no 
way been redeemed nor given her 
freedom, there shall be punishment; 
they shall not, however, be put to 
death, because she was not free. 

21 ‘He shall bring his guilt offer- 
ing to the Lorp to the doorway of the 
tent of meeting, 8a ram for a guilt of- 
fering. Le 6:1-7 

22 ‘The priest shall also make 
atonement for him with the ram of the 
guilt offering before the Lorp for his 
sin which he has committed, and the 
sin which he has committed will be 
forgiven him. 

23 ‘When you enter the land and 
plant all kinds of trees for food, then 
you shall count their fruit as forbid- 
den. Three years it shall be forbidden 
to you; it shall not be eaten. ’ 

24 ‘But in the fourth year all its 
fruit shall be holy, an offering of 
praise to the Lorp. 

25 ‘In the fifth year you are to eat 
of its fruit, that its yield may increase 
for you; I am the Lorp your God. 

26 ‘You shall not eat anything 
with the blood, nor practice ®divina- 
tion or soothsaying. De 18:10; 2 Ki 17:17 

27 ‘8You shall not round off the 
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side-growth of your heads nor harm 
the edges of your beard. Le 21:5; De 14:1 
28 “You shall not make any cuts in 
your ‘body for the ™dead nor make 
any tattoo marks on yourselves: I am 
the Lorp. Lit flesh ¢ Lit soul 
29 ‘Do not ‘profane your daughter 
by making her a harlot, so that the 
land will not fall to harlotry and the 
land become full of lewdness. or degrade 
30 ‘You shall ®keep My sabbaths 
and revere My sanctuary; I am the 
LorpD. Le 19:3 © Le 26:2 
31 ‘Do not turn to mediums or 
spiritists; do not seek them out to be 
defiled by them. I am the Lorp your 
God. Le 20:6, 27; De 18:11; 1 Sa 28:3; Is 8:19 
32 ‘®You shall rise up before the 
grayheaded and honor the ‘aged, and 
you shall revere your God; I am the 
LORD. Pr 23:22; La 5:12; 1 Ti5:1 « Lit face of the aged 
33 ‘““When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not do him 
wrong. Ex 22:21; De 24:17, 18 
34 ‘The stranger who resides with 
you shall be to you as the native 
among you, and ®you shall love him 
as yourself, for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt; I am the Lorp your 
God. Le 19:18 
35 ‘“®You shall do no wrong in 
judgment, in measurement of weight, 
or capacity. De 25:13-16; Eze 45:10 
36 ‘You shall have ®just balances, 
just weights, a just "ephah, and a just 
Fhin; I am the Lorp your God, who 
ee you out from the land of 
Egy De 25:13-15; Pr 20:10 
“ee “You shall thus observe all My 
statutes and all My ordinances and do 
them; I am the Lorpb.’” 


On Human Sacrifice and 


Immoralities 
2 ea the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
say 


2 “You shall also say to the sons 

of tei 
‘Any man from the sons of Israel 
or from the aliens sojourning in Israel 
Rwho gives any of his ‘offspring to 
Molech, shall surely be put to death; 
the people of the land shall stone him 
with stones. Le 18:21 © Lit seed 
3 ‘I will also set My face against 
that man and will cut him off from 


19:36 Ie. Approx one bu 19:36 I.e. Approx one gal. 
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among his people, because he has 
given some of his offspring to Molech, 
Rgg as to defile My sanctuary and to 
profane My holy name. Le 15:31 

4 ‘If the people of the land, how- 
ever, should ever disregard that man 
when he gives any of his offspring to 
Molech, so as not to put him to death, 

5 then I Myself will set My face 
against that man and against his fam- 
ily, and I will cut off from among their 
people both him and all those who 
play the harlot after him, by playing 
the harlot after Molech. 

6 ‘As for the person who turns to 
mediums and to spiritists, to play the 
harlot after them, I will also set My 
face against that person and will cut 
him off from among his people. 

7 ‘You shall consecrate your- 
selves therefore and ®be holy, for 
Iam the Lorp your God. Ep 1:4; 1 Pe 1:16 

8 ‘RYou shall keep My statutes 
and practice them; I am the Lorp who 
sanctifies you. Ex 31:13 

9 ‘If there is anyone who curses 
his father or his mother, he shall 
surely be put to death; he has cursed 
his father or his mother, his blood- 
guiltiness is upon him. Ex 21:17; De 27:16 

10 ‘If there is a man who com- 
mits adultery with another man’s 
wife, one who commits adultery with 
his friend’s wife, the adulterer and the 
adulteress shall surely be put to 
death. Ex 20:14; Le 18:20; De 5:18 

11 ‘8If there is a man who lies with 
his father’s wife, he has uncovered his 
father’s nakedness; both of them shall 
surely be put to death, their blood- 
guiltiness is upon them. Le 18:7, 8; De 27:20 

12 ‘If there is aman who lies with 
his daughter-in-law, both of them 
shall surely be put to death; they have 
committed incest, their bloodguilti- 
ness is upon them. Le 18:15 

13 ‘RIf there is a man who lies 
with a male as those who lie with 
a woman, both of them have commit- 
ted a detestable act; they shall surely 
be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness 
is upon them. Le 18:22 

14 ‘If there is aman who ‘marries 
a woman and her mother, it is im- 
morality; both he and they shall be 
burned with fire, so that there will be 
no immorality in your midst. Lit takes 

15 ‘If there is aman who lies with 
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an animal, he shall surely be put to 
death; you shall also kill the animal. 

16 ‘If there is a woman who ap- 
proaches any animal to mate with it, 
you shall kill the woman and the ani- 
mal; they shall surely be put to death. 
Their bloodguiltiness is upon them. 

17 ‘If there isa man who takes his 
sister, his father’s daughter or his 
mother’s daughter, so that he sees her 
nakedness and she sees his naked- 
ness, it is a disgrace; and they shall be 
cut off in the sight of the sons of their 
people. He has uncovered his sister’s 
nakedness; he bears his guilt. 

18 ‘If there is aman who lies with 
a menstruous woman and uncovers 
her nakedness, he has laid bare her 
flow, and she has exposed the flow of 
her blood; thus both of them shall be 
cut off from among their people. 

19 ‘®You shall also not uncover the 
nakedness of your mother’s sister or 
of your father’s sister, for such a one 
has made naked his blood relative; 
they will bear their guilt. Le 18:12, 13 

20 ‘If there isa man who lies with 
his uncle’s wife he has uncovered his 
uncle’s nakedness; they will bear 
their sin. They will die childless. 

21 ‘8If there is a man who takes 
his brother’s wife, it is abhorrent; he 
has uncovered his brother’s naked- 
ness. They will be childless. Le 18:16 

22 ‘You are therefore to keep all 
My statutes and all My ordinances 
and do them, so that the land to which 
I am bringing you to ‘live will not 
Rspew you out. Lit dwell init © Le 18:28 

23 ‘Moreover, you shall not follow 
Rthe customs of the nation which I 
will drive out before you, for they did 
all these things, and ®therefore I have 
abhorred them. Le 18:3 ¢ Le 18:25 

24 ‘Hence I have said to you, “You 
are to possess their land, and I Myself 
will give it to you to possess it, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” I am 
the Lorp your God, who has sepa- 
rated you from the peoples. 

_ 25 “You are therefore to make a 
distinction between the clean animal 
and the unclean, and between the un- 
clean bird and the clean; and you 
shall not make yourselves detestable 
by animal or by bird or by anything 


Y 20:7. % 20:13 
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that creeps on the ground, which I 
have separated for you as unclean. 
26 “Thus you are to be holy to Me, 
for I the Lorp am holy; and I 8have set 
you apart from the peoples to be 
Mine. Le 20:24 
_ 27 ‘Now a man or a woman ®who 
is a medium or a 'spiritist shall surely 
be put to death. They shall be stoned 
with stones, their bloodguiltiness is 
upon them.’” Le 19:31 « Lit spiritist among them 


Regulations concerning Priests 
2 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Speak to the priests, the sons 
of Aaron, and say to them: 
‘No one shall defile himself for a 


dead person among his people, 


2 Rexcept for his relatives who 
are nearest to him, his mother and his 


- father and his son and his daughter 


and his brother, Le 21:11 

3 also for his virgin sister, who is 
near to him ‘because she has had no 
husband; for her he may defile him- 
self. Or whom no man has had 

4 ‘He shall not defile himself asa 
relative by marriage among his peo- 
ple, and so profane himself. 

5 ‘They shall not make any bald- 
ness on their heads, ®nor shave off the 
edges of their beards, nor make any 
cuts in their flesh. Le 19:27 

6 “They shall be holy to their God 
and not profane the name of their 
God, for they present the offerings by 
fire ‘to the Lorp, the food of their 
God; so they shall be holy. Le 18:21 « Lit of 

7 ‘They shall not take a woman 
who is profaned by harlotry, nor shall 
they take a woman divorced from her 
husband; for he is holy to his God. 

8 ‘You shall consecrate him, 
therefore, for he offers ®the food of 
your God; he shall be holy to you; for 
I the Lorp, who sanctifies you, am 

oly. Le 21:6 

9 ‘RAlso the daughter of any 
priest, if she profanes herself by har- 
lotry, she profanes her father; she 
shall be burned with fire. Ge 38:24; Le 19:29 

10 ‘The priest who is the highest 
among his brothers, on whose head 
the anointing oil has been poured and 
who has been consecrated to wear the 
garments, ®shall not uncover his head 
nor tear his clothes; Le 10:6 

11 nor shall he approach any dead 
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person, nor defile himself even for his 
father or his mother; 

12 Rnor shall he go out of the 
sanctuary nor profane the sanctuary 
of his God, for ®the consecration of 
the anointing oil of his God is on him; 
Iam the Lorp. Le 10:7 © Ex 29:6, 7 

13 ‘He shall take a wife in her vir- 
ginity. 

14 ‘8A widow, or a divorced 
woman, or one who is profaned by 
harlotry, these he may not take; but 
rather he is to ™marry a virgin of his 
own people, Le 21:7; Eze 44:22 ¢ Lit take as wife 

15 so that he will not profane his 
Toffspring among his people; for Iam 
the Lorp who sanctifies him.’” Lit seea 

16 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

17 “Speak to Aaron, saying, ‘No 
man of your ‘offspring throughout 
their generations who has a defect 
shall approach to offer the 8food of 
his God. Lit seed * Le 21:6 

18 ‘For no one who has a defect 
shall approach: a blind man, or a lame 
man, or he who has a disfigured face, 
or any deformed limb, Le 22:19-25 

19 or a man who has a broken 
foot or broken hand, 

20 or a hunchback or a dwarf, or 
one who has a defect in his eye or 
eczema or scabs or crushed testicles. 

21 ‘No man among the 'descen- 
dants of Aaron the priest who has a 
defect is to come near to offer the 
Lorp’s offerings by fire; since he has a 
defect, he shall not come near to offer 
Rthe food of his God. Lit seed ¢ Le 21:6 

22 ‘He may eat &the food of his 
God, both of the most holy and of the 
holy, 1 Co 9:13 

23 only he shall not go in to the 
veil or come near the altar because he 
has a defect, so that he will not pro- 
fane My sanctuaries. For I am the 
Lorp who sanctifies them.” 

24 So Moses spoke to Aaron and 
to his sons and to all the sons of Israel. 


Sundry Rules for Priests 
2 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 


saying, 

2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to be 
careful with the holy gifts of the sons 
of Israel, which they dedicate to Me, 
so as not to profane My holy name; I 
am the Lorp. 
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3 “Say to them, ‘If any man 
among all your descendants through- 
out your generations approaches the 
holy gifts which the sons of Israel 
dedicate to the Lorpb, while he has 
an uncleanness, that person shall 
be cut off from before Me; I am the 
LORD. Le 7:20, 21; Nu 19:13 

4 ‘No man of the descendants of 
Aaron, who is a leper or who has a 
discharge, may eat of the holy gifts 
until he is clean. And if one touches 
anything made unclean by a corpse or 
if a man has a seminal emission, 

5 or 8if aman touches any teem- 
ing things by which he is made un- 
clean, or any man by whom he is 
made unclean, whatever his unclean- 
ness; Le 11:23-28 

6 a person who touches any such 
shall be unclean until evening, and 
shall not eat of the holy gifts unless 
he has bathed his body in water. 

7 ‘But when the sun sets, he will 
be clean, and afterward he shall eat of 
the holy gifts, for it is his food. 

8 ‘He shall not eat an animal 
which dies or is torn by beasts, be- 
coming unclean by it; 1am the Lorp. 

9 ‘They shall therefore keep My 
charge, so that ®they will not bear sin 
because of it and die thereby because 
they profane it; I am the Lorp who 
sanctifies them. Ex 28:43; Le 22:16; Nu 18:22 

10 ‘8No flayman, however, is to 
eat the holy gift; a sojourner with the 
priest or a hired man shall not eat of 
the holy gift. Ex 29:33; Le 22:13: Nu 3:10 

11 ‘But if a priest buys a slave as 
his property with his money, that one 
may eat of it, and those who are born 
in his house may eat of his food. 

12 ‘If a priest’s daughter is mar- 
ried to a ‘layman, she shall not eat of 
the offering of the gifts. Lit stranger 

13 ‘But if a priest’s daughter be- 
comes a widow or divorced, and has 
no child and returns to her father’s 
house as in her youth, she shall eat of 
her father’s ‘food; ®but no Tlayman 
shall eat of it. Lit bread Le 22:10 ¢ Lit stranger 

14 ‘8But if a man eats a holy gift 
unintentionally, then he shall add to 
it a fifth of it and shall give the holy 
gift to the priest. Le 5:15, 16 

15 ‘*They shall not profane the 
holy gifts of the sons of Israel which 
they offer to the Lorp, Nu 18:32 
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16 and so cause them "to bear 
punishment for guilt by eating their 
holy -gifts; for I am the Lorp who 
sanctifies them.’” Le 10:17; 22:9 


Flawless Animals for Sacrifice 

17 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, \ 
18 “Speak to Aaron and to his 
sons and to all the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘kAny man of the house 
of Israel or of the aliens in Israel who 
presents his offering, whether it is any 
of their votive or any of their freewill 
offerings, which they present to the 
Lorp for a burnt offering— Nu 15:14 

19 for you to be accepted—it must 
be a male without defect from the cat- 
tle, the sheep, or the goats. 

20 ‘Whatever has a defect, you 
shall not offer, for it will not be ac- 
cepted for you. 

21 ‘When a man offers a sacrifice 
of peace offerings to the Lorp ®to ful- 
fill a special vow or for a freewill of- 
fering, of the herd or of the flock, it 
must be perfect to be accepted; there 
shall be no defect in it. Nu 15:3, 8 

22 ‘Those that are blind or frac- 
tured or maimed or having a running 
sore or eczema or scabs, you shall not 
offer to the Lorp, nor make of them 
an offering by fire on the altar to the 
LorD. 

23 ‘In respect to an ox or a lamb 
which has an Tovergrown or stunted 
member, you may present it fora 
freewill offering, but for a vow it will 
not be accepted. Or a deformed 

24 ‘Also 8anything with its testi- 
cles bruised or crushed or torn or cut; 
you shall not offer to the Lorp, or 
Tsacrifice in your land, Le 21:20 © Lit do 

25 nor shall you accept any such 
from the hand of a foreigner for of- 
fering Ras the ‘food of your God; for 
their corruption is in them, they have 
a defect, they shall not be accepted for 
you.” Le 21:22 « Lit bread 

26 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

27. “When an ox or a sheep ora 
goat is born, it shall Ttremain ®seven 
days Twith its mother, and from the 
eighth day on it shall be accepted asa 


22:10 Lit stranger 
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petites of an offering by fire to the 
Lit be ¢ Ex 22:30 e Lit under 
O38, “RBut, whether it is an ox or a 
sheep, you shall not kill both it and its 
young in one day. De 22:6, 7 
29 “When you sacrifice 8a sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving to the Lorp, you 
shall sacrifice it so that you may be 
accepted. Le 7:12 
30 “It shall be eaten on the same 
day, you shall leave none of it until 
morning; I am the Lorp. 
31 “8So you shall keep My com- 
Bens, and do them; I am the 
Le 19:37; Nu 15:40; De 4:40 
939 “You shall not profane My holy 
name, but I will be sanctified among 
the sons of Israel; I am the Lorp who 
sanctifies you, 
33 Rwho brought you out from the 
land of Egypt, to be your God; I am 
the Lorp.” Le 11:45 


Laws of Religious Festivals 
The Lorp spoke again to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘8The Lorp’s appointed 
times which you shall 8proclaim as 
holy convocations—My appointed 
times are theSe: Le 23:4, 37, 44; Nu 29:39 « Le 23:21 

3 ‘For six days work may be 
done, but on the seventh day there is 
a sabbath of complete rest, a holy 
convocation. You shall not do any 
work; it is a sabbath to the Lorp in all 
your dwellings. 

4 ‘These are the appointed 
times of the Lorp, holy convocations 
which you shall proclaim at the times 
appointed for them. Ex 23:14; Le 23:2 

5 ‘In the first month, on the four- 
teenth day of the month at twilight is 
the Lorp’s Passover. 

6 ‘Then on the fifteenth day of 
the same month there is the ®Feast of 
Unleavened Bread to the Lorp; for 
seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread. Ex 12:14-20; 23:15; 34:18; De 16:3-8 

7 ‘On the first day you shall have 
a holy convocation; you shall ®not do 
any laborious work. Le 23:8, 21, 25, 35, 36 

8 ‘But for seven days you shall 
set an offering by fire to the 
Lorp. On the seventh day is a holy 
convocation; you shall not do any la- 
borious work.’” 
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9 Then the Lorb spoke to Moses, 
saying, 
10 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When you enter the land © 
which I am going to give to you and 
Rreap its harvest, then you shall bring 
in the sheaf of the first fruits of your 
harvest to the priest. Ex 23:19; 34:26 

11 ‘He shall wave the sheaf before 
the Lorp for you to be accepted; on 
the day after the sabbath the priest 
shall wave it. 

12 ‘Now on the day when you 
wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male 
lamb one year old without defect for a 
burnt offering to the Lorp. 

13 ‘Its 8grain offering shall then 
be two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour 
mixed with oil, an offering by fire to 
the Lorp for a soothing aroma, with 
its drink offering, a fourth of a Fhin 
of wine. Le 6:20 

14 ‘Until this same day, until you 
have brought in the offering of your 
God, ®you shall eat neither bread nor 
roasted grain nor new growth. It is to 
be a perpetual statute throughout 
your generations in all your dwelling 
places. Ex 34:26; Nu 15:20, 21 

15 ‘You shall also count for your- 
selves from the day after the sabbath, 
from the day when you brought in the 
sheaf of the wave offering; there shall 
be seven complete sabbaths. 

16 ‘You shall count fifty days to 
the day after the seventh sabbath; 
then you shall present a ®new grain 
offering to the Lorp. Nu 28:26 

17 ‘You shall bring in from your 
dwelling places two loaves of bread 
for a wave offering, made of two- 
tenths of an ephah; they shall be of a 
fine flour, baked ®with leaven as first 
fruits to the Lorpb. Le 2:12; 7:13 

18 ‘Along with the bread you shall 
present seven one year old male 
lambs without defect, and a bull of the 
herd and two rams; they are to be a 
burnt offering to the Lorb, with their 
grain offering and their drink offer- 
ings, an offering by fire of a soothing 
aroma to the Lorp. 

19 ‘You shall also offer Sone male 
goat for a sin offering and two male 
lambs one year old for a sacrifice of 
peace offerings. Le 4:23; Nu 28:30 


23:13 I.e. Approx one gal. 
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20 ‘The priest shall then wave 
them with the bread of the first fruits 
for a wave offering with two lambs 
before the Lorp; they are to be holy to 
the Lorp for the priest. 

21 ‘On this same day you shall 
make a proclamation as well; you are 
to have a holy convocation. You shall 
do no laborious work. It is to be a per- 
petual statute in all your dwelling 
places throughout your generations. 

22 ‘8When you reap the harvest of 
your land, moreover, you shall not 
reap to the very corners of your field 
nor gather the gleaning of your har- 
vest; you are to leave them for the 
needy and the alien. I am the Lorp 
your God.” Le 19:9, 10; De 24:19; Ru 2:15f 

23 Again the Lorp spoke to 
Moses, saying, 

24 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘®In the seventh month on the 
first of the month you shall have a 
rest, a reminder by blowing of trum- 
pets, a holy convocation. Nu 29:1 

25 ‘You shall ®not do any labori- 
ous work, but you shall present an of- 
fering by fire to the Lorb.’” Le 23:21 


The Day of Atonement 

26 The Lorpb spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 
27 “On exactly the tenth day of 
this seventh month is the day of 
atonement; it shall be a holy convoca- 
tion for you, and you shall humble 
your souls and present an offering by 
fire to the Lorp. Le 16:29; 25:9; Nu 29:7 

28 “You shall not do any work on 
this same day, for it is a day of atone- 
ment, to make atonement on your be- 
half before the Lorp your God. 

29 “If there is any "person who 
will not humble himself on this same 
a Rhe shall be cut off from his peo- 

Lit soul ¢ Ge 17:14; Le 13:46; Nu 5:2 

30 “As for any person who does 

any work on this same day, that per- 
son I will destroy from among his 
people. 
31 “You shall do no work at all. It 
is to be a perpetual statute through- 
out your generations in all your 
dwelling places. 

32 “It is to be a sabbath of com- 
plete rest to you, and you shall hum- 
ble your souls; on the ninth of the 
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month at evening, from evening until 
evening you shall keep your sabbath.” 

33 Again the Lorp spoke to 
Moses, saying, 

34 “Speak to the sons of Israel; 
saying, ‘On the fifteenth of this sev- 
enth month is the Feast of Booths for 
seven days to the Lorpb. Nu 29:12 

35 ‘On the first day is a holy con- 
vocation; you shall do ®no laborious 
work of any kind. Le 23:25 

36 ‘For seven days you shall pres- 
ent an offering by fire to the Lorp. On 
the eighth day you shall have a holy 
convocation and present an offering 
by fire to the Lorp; it is an assembly. 
You shall do no laborious work. 

37 ‘These are the appointed 
times of the Lorp which you shall 
proclaim as holy convocations, to 
present offerings by fire to the Lorp— 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
sacrifices and drink offerings, each 
day’s matter on its own day— Le 23:2 

38 besides those of the sabbaths 
of the Lorp, and besides your gifts 
and besides all your ‘votive and 
freewill offerings, which you give to 
the LORD. Lit vows, and besides all your 

39 ‘On exactly the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month, when you have 
gathered in the crops of the land, you 
shall celebrate the feast of the Lorp 
for seven days, with a ‘rest on the first 
day and a rest on the eighth day. 

40 ‘Now on the first day you shall 
take for yourselves the ‘foliage of 
beautiful trees, palm branches and 
boughs of leafy trees and willows of 
the brook, and you shall rejoice be- 
fore the Lorp your God for seven 
days. Lit products, fruit 

41 ‘You shall thus celebrate it as a 
feast to the Lorp for seven days in the 
year. It shall be a perpetual statute 
throughout your generations; you 
shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 

42 ‘You shall ‘live 8in booths for 
seven days; all the native-born in Is- 
rael shall live in booths, Lit awe» Le 23:34 

43 so that kyour generations may 
know that I had the sons of Israel live 
in booths when I brought them out 
from the land of Egypt. lam the Lorp 
your God.’” De 31:13; Ps 78:5f 

44 So Moses declared to the sons 
of Israel 8the appointed times of the 
Lorpb. Le 23:37 


| 
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The Lamp and the Bread of the 

Sanctuary 

2 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Command the sons of Israel 
that they bring to you ®clear oil from 
beaten olives for the light, to make a 
lamp burn continually. Ex 27:20, 21 
_ 3 “Outside the veil of testimony 
in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall 
keep it in order from evening to morn- 
ing before the Lorp continually; it 
shall be a perpetual statute through- 
out your generations. 

4 “He shall keep the lamps in 
order on the pure gold lampstand be- 
fore the Lorp continually. 

5 “8Then you shall take fine flour 
and bake twelve cakes with it; two- 
tenths of an ephah shall be in each 
cake. Ex 25:30; 39:36; 40:23 

6 “You shall set them in two 
rows, six to a row, on the ®pure gold 
table before the LorRD. — Ex 25:24: 1 Ki 7:48 

7 “You shall put pure frankin- 
cense on each row that it may be a 
memorial portion for the bread, even 
an offering by fire to the Lorp. 

8 “REvery sabbath day he shall 


set it in order before the Lorp contin- 


ually; it is an everlasting covenant 
Tfor the sons of Israel. — Ma 12:5 « Lit from 

9 “RIt shall be for Aaron and his 
sons, and they shall eat it in a holy 
place; for it is most holy to him from 
the Lorp’s offerings by fire, his por- 
tion forever.” Ma 12:4; Mk 2:26; Lk 6:4 

10 Now the son of an Israelite 
woman, whose father was an Egypt- 
ian, went out among the sons of Is- 
rael; and the Israelite woman’s son 
and a man of Israel struggled with 
each other in the camp. 

11 The son of the Israelite woman 
blasphemed the Name and cursed. So 
they brought him to Moses. (Now his 
mother’s name was Shelomith, the 
daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.) 

12 They put him in custody so that 
Rthe command of the Lorp might be 
made clear to them. Ex 18:15; Nu 15:34 

13. Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

14 “Bring the one who has cursed 
outside the camp, and let all who 
heard him lay their hands on his 
head; then &let all the congregation 
stone him. De 13:9: 17:7 © Le 20:2, 27; De 21:21 
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15 “You shall speak to the sons of 
Israel, saying, ‘8If anyone curses his 
God, then he will bear his sin. © Ex 22:28 

16 ‘Moreover, the one who ®blas- 
phemes the name of the Lorp shall 
surely be put to death; all the congre- 
gation shall certainly stone him. The 
alien as well as the native, when he 
blasphemes the Name, shall be put to 
death. 1 Ki 21:10; Ma 12:31; Mk 3:28f 


“An Eye for an Eye” 

17 ‘8]f a man takes the life of any 
human being, he shall surely be put 
to death. — Ge 9:6; Ex 21:12; Nu 35:30, 31; De 27:24 

18 ‘8The one who "takes the life of 
an animal shall make it good, life for 
life. Le 24:21 « Lit smites 

19 ‘Ifa man ‘injures his neighbor, 
just as he has done, so it shall be done 
to him: Lit gives a blemish 

20 ®fracture for fracture, 8eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth; just as he has in- 
jured a man, so it shall be “inflicted 
on him. Ex 21:23; De 19:21 © Ma 5:38 « Lit given 

21 ‘Thus the one who kills an ani- 
mal shall make it good, but the one 
who kills a man shall be put to death. 

22 ‘There shall be one standard 
for you; it shall be for the stranger as 
well as the native, for I am the Lorp 
your God.’” Ex 12:49; Nu 9:14; 15:15, 16, 29 

23 Then Moses spoke to the sons 
of Israel, and they brought the one 
who had cursed outside the camp and 
stoned him with stones. Thus the sons 
of Israel did, just as the Lorp had 
commanded Moses. 


The Sabbatic Year and Year of 
Jubilee 
2 The Lorpb then spoke to Moses 
Tat Mount Sinai, saying, Oron 
2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When you come into the 
land which I shall give you, then the 
land shall have a sabbath to the Lorp. 
3 ‘Six years you shall sow your 
field, and six years you shall prune 
your vineyard and gather in its crop, 
4 but during ®the seventh year 
the land shall have a sabbath rest, a 
sabbath to the Lorp; you shall not 
sow your field nor prune your vine- 
yard. Le 25:20 
5 ‘Your harvest’s faftergrowth 


25:5 Lit growth from spilled kernels 
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you shall not reap, and your grapes of 
untrimmed vines you shall not gather; 
the land shall have a sabbatical year. 

6 ‘All of you shall have the sab- 
bath products of the land for food; 
yourself, and your male and female 
slaves, and your hired man and your 
foreign resident, those who live as 
aliens with you. Le 25:20, 21 

7 ‘Even your cattle and the ani- 
mals that are in your land shall have 
all its crops to eat. 

8 ‘You are also to count off seven 
sabbaths of years for yourself, seven 
times seven years, so that you have 
the time of the seven sabbaths of 
years, namely, forty-nine years. 

9 ‘You shall then sound a ram’s 
horn abroad on ®the tenth day of the 
seventh month; on the day of atone- 
ment you shall sound a horn all 
through your land. Le 23:27 

10 ‘You shall thus consecrate the 
fiftieth year and ®proclaim ¥a release 
through the land to all its inhabitants. 
It shall be a jubilee for you, and each 
of you shall return to his own prop- 
erty, and each of you shall return to 
his family. Je 34:8, 15, 17 

11 ‘You shall have the fiftieth year 
as a jubilee; you shall not sow, nor 
reap its aftergrowth, nor gather in 
from its untrimmed vines. 

12 ‘For it is a jubilee; it shall be 
holy to you. You shall eat its crops out 
of the field. 

13 ‘On this year of jubilee each of 
you shall return to his own property. 

14 ‘If you make a sale, moreover, 
to your friend or buy from your 
friend’s hand, ®you shall not wrong 
one another. Le 25:17 

15 ‘Corresponding to the number 
of years after the jubilee, you shall 
buy from your "friend; he is to sell to 
you according to the number of years 
of crops. Lit friend’s hands 

16 ‘8In proportion to the Textent of 
the years you shall increase its price, 
and in proportion to the fewness of 
the years you shall diminish its price, 
for it is anumber of crops he is selling 
to you. Le 25:27, 51, 52 © Lit multitude 

17 ‘So you shall not wrong one an- 
other, but you shall 'fear your God; 
for Iam the Lorp your God. or reverence 

18 ‘You shall thus observe My 
statutes and keep My judgments, so 
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as to carry them out, that you may live 
securely on the land. 

19 ‘Then the land will yield its 
produce, so that you can eat your fill 
and live securely on it. 

20 ‘But if you say, “What are we 
going to eat on the seventh year if we 
do not sow or gather in our crops?” 

21 then I will so order My bless- 
ing for you in the sixth year that it will 
bring forth the crop for three years. 

22 ‘When you are sowing the 
eighth year, you can still eat Rold 
things from the crop, eating the old 
until the ninth year when its crop 
comes in. Le 26:10 


The Law of Redemption 

23 ‘The land, moreover, shall not 
be sold permanently, for ®the land is 
Mine; for you are but aliens and so- 
journers with Me. Ex 19:5 

24 ‘Thus for every ‘piece of your 
property, you are to provide for the re- 
demption of the land. Lit land 

25 ‘Rif a fellow countryman of 
yours becomes so poor he has to sell 
part of his property, then his nearest 
kinsman is to come and buy back 
what his relative has sold. Ru 2:20; 4:4,6 

26 ‘Or in case a man has no kins- 
man, but so recovers his means as to 
find sufficient for its redemption, 

27 ®then he shall calculate the 
years since its sale and refund the bal- 
ance to the man to whom he sold it, 
and so return to his property. Le 25:16 

28 ‘But if he has not found suffi- 
cient means to get it back for himself, 
then what he has sold shall remain in 
the hands of its purchaser until the 
year of jubilee; but at the jubilee it 
shall revert, that She may return to 
his property. Lit go out ¢ Le 25:10, 13 

29 ‘Likewise, if a man sells a 
dwelling house in a walled city, then 
his redemption right remains valid 
until a full year from its sale; his right 
of redemption lasts a full year. 

_ 30 ‘But if it is not bought back for 
him within the space of a full year, 
then the house that is in the walled 
city passes permanently to its pur- 
chaser throughout his generations; it 
does not ‘revert in the jubilee. Lit go out 

31 ‘The houses of the villages, 


25:10 Or liberty 
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however, which have no surrounding 
wall shall be considered Tas open 
fields; they have redemption rights 
and revert in the jubilee. © it according to 
32 ‘As for cities of the Levites, the 
Levites have a permanent right of re- 
demption for the houses of the cities 
which are their possession. 
- 33 ‘What, therefore, ™belongs to 
the Levites may be redeemed and a 
house sale Tin the city of this posses- 
sion ‘reverts in the jubilee, for the 
houses of the cities of the Levites are 
their possession among the sons of Is- 
rael. Lit is from e Lit and « Lit goes out 
- 34 ‘But pasture fields of their 
cities shall not be sold, for that is their 
_ perpetual possession. Nu 35:2-5 


Of Poor Countrymen 

35 ‘Now in case a ‘countryman 
of yours becomes poor and his 
Tmeans with regard to you falter, then 
you are to sustain him, like a stranger 
or a sojourner, that he may live with 
you. De 15:7-11; 24:14, 15 ¢ Lit brother « Lit hand 

36 ‘Do not take usurious interest 
from him, but revere your God, that 
_ your countryman may live with you. 

37 ‘You shall not give him your 
silver at interest, nor your food for 


ain. 

38 ‘8] am the Lorp your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt 
to give you the land of Canaan and ®to 
be your God. Le 11:45 © Ge 17:7 

39 ‘If a countryman of yours be- 
comes so poor with regard to you that 
he sells himself to you, you shall not 
subject him to a slave’s service. 

40 ‘He shall be with you as a hired 
man, as "if he were a sojourner; he 
shall serve with you until the year of 
jubilee. Ex 21:2 

41 ‘He shall then go out from you, 
he and his sons with him, and shall go 
back to his family, that he may return 
to the property of his forefathers. 

42 ‘For they are My servants 
whom I brought out from the land of 
Egypt; they are not to be sold ina 
slave sale. 

43 ‘8You shall not rule over him 
with severity, but are to revere your 
God. Ex 1:13, 14; Le 25:46, 53; Eze 34:4; Col 4:1 

44 ‘As for your male and female 
slaves whom you may have—you may 
acquire male and female slaves from 


LEVITICUS 25:54 


the pagan nations that are around 
you. 
45 ‘Then, too, it is out of the sons 
of the sojourners who live as aliens 
among you that you may gain acqui- 
sition, and out of their families who 
are with you, whom they will have 
Tproduced in your land; they also may 
become your possession. Lit begotten 

46 ‘You may even bequeath them 
to your sons after you, to receive as a 
possession; you can use them as per- 
manent slaves. But in respect to your 
Tcountrymen, the sons of Israel, you 
shall not rule with severity over one 
another. Le 25:43 ¢ Lit brothers 


Of Redeeming a Poor Man 

47 ‘Now if the '™means of a 
stranger or of a sojourner with you 
becomes sufficient, and a ‘country- 
man of yours becomes so poor with 
regard to him as to sell himself to a 
stranger who is sojourning with you, 
or to the descendants of a stranger’s 
family, Lit hand...reaches ¢ Lit brother 

48 then he shall have redemption 
right after he has been sold. One of 
his brothers may redeem him, 

49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, 
may redeem him, or one of his blood 
relatives from his family may redeem 
him; or 8if he prospers, he may re- 
deem himself. Le 25:26, 27 

50 ‘He then with his purchaser 
shall calculate from the year when he 
sold himself to him up to the year of 
jubilee; and the price of his sale shall 
correspond to the number of years. It 
is like the days of a hired man that he 
shall be with him. 

51 ‘If there are still many years, 
Rhe shall refund part of his purchase 
price in proportion to them for his 
own redemption; Le 25:16 

52 and if few years remain until 
the year of jubilee, he shall so calcu- 
late with him. In proportion to his 
years he is to refund the amount for 
his redemption. 

53 ‘Like a man hired year by year 
he shall be with him; ®he shall not 
rule over him with severity in your 
sight. Le 25:43 

54 ‘Even if he is not redeemed by 
Tthese means, ®he shall still go out in 
the year of jubilee, he and his sons 
with him. Or these years ¢ Le 25:10, 13, 28 
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55 ‘For the sons of Israel are My 
servants; they are My servants whom 
I brought out from the land of Egypt. 
Iam the Lorp your God. 


Blessings of Obedience 

262% shall not make for your- 
selves idols, nor shall you set up 

for yourselves an image or a sacred 

pillar, nor shall you place a figured 

stone in your land to bow down to it; 

for Jam the Lorp your God. 

2 ‘You shall keep My sabbaths 
and reverence My sanctuary; I am the 
LORD. Le 19:30 

3 ‘RIf you walk in My statutes 
and keep My commandments so as to 
carry them out, De 7:12-26; 11:13; 28:1-14 

4 then 8] shall give you rains in 
their season, so that the land will 
yield its produce and the trees of the 
field will bear their fruit. De 11:14 

5 ‘RIndeed, your threshing will 
last for you until grape gathering, and 
grape gathering will last until sowing 
time. You will thus eat your Tfood 
to the full and live securely in your 
land. De 11:15; Joel 2:19, 26; Am 9:13 ¢ Lit bread 

6 ‘8] shall also grant peace in the 
land, so that you may lie down with 
no one making you tremble. I shall 
also eliminate harmful beasts from 
the land, and no sword will pass 
through your land. Ps 29:11; 85:8; 147:14 

7 ‘But you will chase your ene- 
mies and they will fall before you by 
the sword; 

8 ®five of you will chase a hun- 
dred, and a hundred of you will chase 
ten thousand, and your enemies will 
fall before you by the sword. De 32:30 

9 ‘So I will turn toward you and 
Rmake you fruitful and multiply you, 
and I will confirm My covenant with 
you. Ge 17:6; 22:17; 48:4 © Ge 17:7 

10 ‘You will eat the old supply 
and clear out the old because of the 
new. Le 25:22 

11 ‘8Moreover, I will make My 
dwelling among you, and My soul will 
not reject you. Ex 25:8; 29:45, 46: Eze 37:26 

12 ‘8] will also walk among you 
and be your God, and you shall be My 
people. Ge 3:8; De 23:14; 2 Co 6:16 

13 ‘Iam the Lorp your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt 
so that you would not be their slaves, 
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and 8] broke the bars of your yoke 
and made you walk erect. Eze 34:27 


Penalties of Disobedience 
14 ‘But if you do not obey Me and 
do not carry out all these command- 
ments, 
15 if? 


ordinances so as not to carry out all 


My commandments, and so ®break | 


My covenant, Le 26:11; 2 Ki 17:15 ¢ Le 26:9 


16 I, in turn, will do this to you: I | 


will appoint over you a ®sudden ter- 


ror, consumption and fever that will | 
waste away the eyes and cause the | 


soul to pine away; also, you will sow 
your seed uselessly, for your enemies 
will eat it up. De 28:22; Ps 78:33 


17 ‘I will set My face against you | 
so that you will be struck down before | 
your enemies; and those who hate you | 
will rule over you, and you will flee | 


when no one is pursuing you. 


18 ‘If also after these things you — 
do not obey Me, then I will punish you | 


seven times more for your sins. 
19 ‘I will also 8break down your 


De 28:15-68; Jos 23:15 | 
instead, you reject My | 
statutes, and if your soul abhors My | 


pride of power; I will also make your | 


sky like iron and your earth like 
bronze. 

20 ‘Your strength will be spent 
uselessly, for your land will not yield 
its produce and the trees of the land 
will not yield their fruit. 

21 ‘If then, you act with hostility 
against Me and are unwilling to obey 
Me, I will increase the plague on you 
seven times according to your sins. 

22 ‘RI will let loose among you the 
beasts of the field, which will bereave 
you of your children and destroy your 


cattle and reduce your number so that | 


Ts 28:1-3; Eze 24:21 | 


Ryour roads lie deserted. 2i17:25+Jus6 » 
23 ‘And if by these things you are | 


not turned to Me, but act with hostility 
against Me, Le 26:21; Je 5:3 

24 then I will act with hostility 
against you; and I, even I, will strike 
you 8seven times for your sins. Le 26:21 

25 ‘I will also bring upon you a 
sword which will execute vengeance 
for the covenant; and when you 
gather together into your cities, I will 
send pestilence among you, so that 
you shall be delivered into enemy 
hands. Je 50:28; 51:11 © Nu 14:12 

26 ‘SWhen I break your staff of 
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bread, ten women will bake your 
bread in one oven, and they will bring 
back your bread fin’ rationed 
amounts, so that you will Seat and not 
be satisfied. Is 3:1; Eze 4:16, 17; 5:16 © Mi 6:14 

27 ‘Yet if in spite of this you do not 
Soke Me, but act with hostility against 


C3 
28 then I will act with wrathful 
hostility against you, and I, even I, will 
punish you seven times for your sins. 
29 ‘Further, 8you will eat the flesh 
of your sons and the flesh of your 
daughters you will eat. 2 Ki 6:29 
30 ‘I then will destroy your high 
places, and cut down your incense al- 
tars, and heap your remains on the re- 


_ mains of your idols, for My soul shall 


abhor you. 
- 31 ‘I will lay ®waste your cities as 


2 Ki 23:20; Eze 6:3, 6; Am 7:9 


f well and will make your sanctuaries 
- desolate, and I will not smell your 


soothing aromas. Ne 2:3: Je 44:2, 6, 22 

32 ‘I will make the land desolate 
Rso that your enemies who settle in it 
will be appalled over it. Je 18:16; 19:8 

33 ‘You, however, I will scatter 
among the nations and will draw out 
a sword after you, as your land be- 
comes desolate and your cities be- 
come waste. 

34 ‘8Then the land will ‘enjoy its 
sabbaths all the days of the desola- 
tion, while you are in your enemies’ 
land; then the land will rest and enjoy 
its sabbaths. Le 26:43; 2 Ch 36:21 « Lit satisfy 

35 ‘All the days of its desolation it 
will observe the rest which it did not 
observe on your sabbaths, while you 
were living on it. 

36 ‘As for those of you who may 
be left, I will also bring ®weakness 
into their hearts in the lands of their 
enemies. And the sound of a driven 
leaf will chase them, and even when 
no one is pursuing they will flee as 
though from the sword, and they will 
fall. Is 30:17; La 1:3, 6; 4:19; Eze 21:7 

37 ‘They will therefore stumble 
over each other as if running from the 
sword, although no one is pursuing; 
and you will have no strength to 
stand up before your enemies. 

38 ‘But ®you will perish among the 
nations, and your enemies’ land will 
consume you. De 4:26 

39 ‘®So those of you who may be 
left will rot away because of their in- 
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iquity in the lands of your enemies; 
and also because of the iniquities of 
their forefathers they will rot away 
with them. Eze 4:17; 33:10 
40 ‘If they confess their iniquity 
and the iniquity of their forefathers, 
in their unfaithfulness which they 
committed against Me, and also in 
their acting with hostility against 
Me— Je 3:12-15; 14:20; Ho 5:15 
41 I also was acting with hostility 
against them, to bring them into the 
land of their enemies—or if their un- 
circumcised heart becomes humbled 
so that they then make amends for 
their iniquity, Je 4:4; 9:25, 26; Eze'44:7, 9; Ac 7:51 
42 then I will remember ®My 
covenant with Jacob, and I will re- 
member also ®My covenant with 
Isaac, and RMy covenant with Abra- 
ham as well, and I will remember the 
land. Ge 28:13-15; 35:11, 12 « Ge 26:2:5 « Ge 22:15:18 
43 ‘For the land will be abandoned 
by them, and will make up for its sab- 
baths while it is made desolate with- 
out them. They, meanwhile, will be 
making amends for their iniquity, be- 
cause they rejected My ordinances 
and their soul abhorred My statutes. 
44 ‘Yet in spite of this, when they 
are in the land of their enemies, I will 
not reject them, nor will I so abhor 
them as ®to destroy them, breaking 
My covenant with them; for I am the 
Lorp their God. Le 26/11 © De 4:31; Je 30:11 
45 ‘But I will remember for them 
the covenant with their ancestors, 
whom I brought out of the land of 
Egypt in the sight of the nations, that 
I might be their God. I am the Lorp.’” 
46 ®These are the statutes and or- 
dinances and laws which the Lorp es- 
tablished between Himself and the 
sons of Israel through Moses at 
Mount Sinai. Le 7:38; 27:34; De 4:5; 29:1 


Rules concerning Valuations 
2 Again, the Lorp spoke to 


Moses, saying, 
2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘“When a man makes a 
difficult vow, he shall be valued ac- 
cording to your valuation of persons 
belonging to the LORD. Nu 6:2; De 23:21-23 
3 ‘If your valuation is of the male 
from twenty years even to sixty years 


26:26 Lit by weight 
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old, then your valuation shall be fifty 
shekels of silver, after 8the shekel of 
the sanctuary. Ex 30:13; Le 27:25; Nu 3:47; 18:16 

4 ‘Or if it is a female, then your 
valuation shall be thirty shekels. 

5 ‘If it be from five years even to 
twenty years old then your valuation 
for the male shall be twenty shekels 
and for the female ten shekels. 

6 ‘But if they are from a month 
even up to five years old, then your 
valuation shall be 8five shekels of sil- 
ver for the male, and for the female 
your valuation shall be three shekels 
of silver. Nu 18:16 

7 ‘If they are from sixty years old 
and upward, if it is a male, then your 
valuation shall be fifteen shekels, and 
for the female ten shekels. 

8 ‘But if he is poorer than your 
valuation, then he shall be placed be- 
fore the priest and the priest shall 
value him; ®according to the means of 
the one who vowed, the priest shall 
value him. Le 5:11; 14:21-24 

9 ‘Now if it is an animal of the 
kind which ‘men can present as an of- 
fering to the Lorpb, any such that one 
gives to the Lorp shall be holy. Lit they 

10 ‘®He shall not replace it or ex- 
change it, a good for a bad, or a bad 
for a good; or if he does exchange an- 
imal for animal, then both it and its 
substitute shall become holy. Le 27:33 

11 ‘If, however, it is any unclean 
animal of the kind which ™men do not 
present as an offering to the Lorp, 
then he shall place the animal before 
the priest. Lit they 

12 ‘The priest shall value it Tas ei- 
ther good or bad; as you, the priest, 
value nde so it shall be. Lit between 

13 ‘But if he should ever wish to 
redeem it, then he shall add one-fifth 
of it to your valuation. 

14 ‘Now if a man consecrates his 
house as holy to the Lorp, then the 
priest shall value it as either good or 
bad; as the priest values it, so it shall 
stand. Lit between good 

15 ‘Yet if the one who consecrates 
it should wish to redeem his house, 
then he shall add one-fifth of your val- 
uation price to it, so that it may be his. 

16 ‘Again, if a man consecrates to 
the Lorp part of the fields of his own 
property, then your valuation shall be 
Tproportionate to the seed needed for 
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it. a homer of barley seed at fifty © 


shekels of silver. Lit according to its seed 

17 ‘If he consecrates his field as of 
the year of jubilee, according to your 
valuation it shall stand. 

18 ‘If he consecrates his field after 
the jubilee, however, then the priest 
shall calculate the price for "him pro- 
portionate to the years that are left 
until the year of jubilee; and it shall 
be deducted from your valuation. or it 

19 ‘If the one who consecrates it 
should ever wish to redeem the field, 
then he shall add one-fifth of your val- 
uation price to it, so that it may pass 
to him. 

20 ‘Yet if he will not redeem the 
field, but has sold the field to another 
man, it may no longer be redeemed; 

21 and when it reverts in the ju- 
bilee, the field shall be holy to the 
Lorp, like a field set apart; it shall be 
for the priest as his property. 

22 ‘Or if he consecrates to the 
Lorp a field which he has bought, 
which is not a part of the field of his 
own Tproperty, Lit possession 

23 then the priest shall calculate 
for him the amount of your valuation 
up to the year of jubilee; and he shall 
on that day give your valuation as 
holy to the Lorp. Or it 

24 ‘In the year of jubilee the field 
Shall return to the one from whom he 
bought it, to whom the possession of 
the land belongs. 

25 ‘Every valuation of yours, 
moreover, shall be after the shekel of 


the sanctuary. The shekel shall be © 


twenty gerahs. 


Ex 30:13; Le 27:3; Nu 3:47; 18:16 | 


26 ‘SHowever, a firstborn among | 


animals, which as a firstborn belongs 
to the LorpD, no man may consecrate 


it; whether ox or sheep, it is the 


Lorp’s. Ex 13:2 

27 ‘But if it is among the unclean 
animals, then he shall Tredeem it ac- 
cording to your valuation and add to 
it one-fifth of it; and if it is not re- 
deemed, then it shall be sold accord- 
ing to your valuation. Or ransom 

28 ‘Nevertheless, Sanything which 
a man ‘sets apart to the Lorp out of 
all that he has, of man or animal or of 
the fields of his own property, shall 
not be sold or redeemed. Anything 


27:28 Lit anything devoted; or banned 
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Tdevoted to destruction is most holy 
to the Lorp. Nu 18:14; Jos 6:17-19 

29 ‘No one who may have been set 
apart among men shall be ransomed; 
he shall surely be put to death. 

30 “Thus Rall the tithe of the land, 
of the seed of the land or of the fruit of 
soa ate, is the Lorp’s; it is holy to the 

Ge 28:22; 2 Ch 31:5; Ne 13:12 

° 3 ‘If, therefore, a man wishes to 
redeem part of his tithe, he shall add 
to it one-fifth of it. 

32 ‘For every tenth part of herd or 
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flock, whatever ®passes under the rod, 
the tenth one shall be holy to the 
Lorp. Je 33:13; Eze 20:37 

33 ‘8He is not to be concerned 
whether it is good or bad, nor shall he 
exchange it; or if he does exchange it, 
then both it and its substitute shall 
become holy. It shall not be re- 
deemed.” Le 27:10 

34 These are the command- 
ments which the Lorp commanded 
oe for the sons of Israel at Mount 

inai. 


NUMBERS 


Author: The Jews, Samaritans, and 
the early church testify to 
Moses’ authorship. Several 
New Testament passages at- 
tribute events cited from 
Numbers to Moses VJo 3:14; 
Ac. 7/5 13; 1 Co 10:1-1:ake 
3-4; Jo 11), and there are 
more than eighty claims within 
Numbers that state that the 
Lord spoke to Moses (1:1). 
Numbers 33:2 says that 
Moses recorded their journeys 
at the Lord’s command. As an 
eyewitness who kept detailed 
records, and the central char- 
acter of the events in the 
book, no one was better qual- 
ified to write this book than 
Moses. 


Time: c. 1114-1405 B.c. 
Key Verse: Nu 14:22-23 


The Census of Israel’s Warriors 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses in 
the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent 

of meeting, on 8the first of the second 

month, in the second year after they 
had come out of the land of Egypt, 

saying, Ex 40:2, 17 

2 “Take a Fcensus of all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel, 
by their families, by their fathers’ 
households, according to the num- 
ber of names, every male, head by 
head 

3 from twenty years old and up- 
ward, whoever is able to go out to war 
in Israel, you and Aaron shall 'num- 
ber them by their armies. — Ex 30:14; 38:26 

4 “With you, moreover, there 
shall be a man of each tribe, each one 
head of his father’s household. 

5 “These then are the names of 
the men who shall stand with you: of 
Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur; 

6 of Simeon, Shelumiel the son 
of Zurishaddai; 


At Sinai, this newly resur- 
rected nation of Israel receives 
its laws, its system of sacri- 
fices and its national charter. 
The people then should have 
been ready to take the next 
step into the promised land, 
but they aren’t. Numbers 
largely has Israel in a holding 
pattern. While the book 
records further steps taken in 
organizing the nation, its cen- 
tral narrative is that of the re- 
fusal of the people to go into 
Canaan. But God still doesn’t 
give up on His people. He con- 
tinues to discipline them in an 
effort to have a new genera- 
tion ready to fulfill His plan. In 
this context Numbers points 
to God’s sovereignty, His pa- 
tience, and His desire to bless 
His people. 


Theme: 


7 of Judah, 8Nahshon the son of 
Amminadab; Ru 4:20; 1 Ch 2:10; Lk 3:32 

8 of Issachar, Nethanel the son of 
Zuar; 

9 of Zebulun, Eliab the son of 
Helon; 

10 of the sons of Joseph: of 
Ephraim, Elishama the son of Ammi- 
hud; of Manasseh, Gamaliel the son 
of Pedahzur; 

11 of Benjamin, Abidan the son of 
Gideoni; 

12 of Dan, Ahiezer the son of Am- 
mishaddai; 

13 of Asher, Pagiel the son of 
Ochran; 

14 of Gad, Eliasaph the son of 
RDeuel; Nu 2:14 

15 of Naphtali, Ahira the son of 
Enan. 

16 “These are they who were 
called of the congregation, the lead- 


1:2 Lit sum 1:3 Lit muster, and so throughout 
the ch 
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ers of their fathers’ tribes; they were 
the heads of Fdivisions of Israel.” 
»-17 So Moses and Aaron took 
these men who had been designated 
by name, 

18 and they assembled all the con- 
gregation together on the first of the 
second month. Then they registered 
by ancestry in their families, by their 
fathers’ households, according to the 
number of names, from twenty years 
old and upward, head by head, Nui 

19 just as ®the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. So he numbered them 
in the wilderness of Sinai: 2Sa 24:1 

20 8Now the sons of Reuben, Is- 
rael’s firstborn, their genealogical 
registration by their families, by their 
fathers’ households, according to the 
number of names, head by head, 
every male from twenty years old and 
upward, whoever was able to go out 
to war, Nu 26:5-7 

21 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Reuben were 46,500. 

22 Of the sons of Simeon, their 
genealogical registration by their 
families, by their fathers’ households, 
their numbered men, according to the 
number of names, head by head, 
every male from twenty years old and 
upward, ®whoever was able to go out 
to war, Nu 26:12-14 « Ps 144:1 

23 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Simeon were 59,300. 

24 Of the sons of Gad, their ge- 
nealogical registration by their fami- 
lies, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

25 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Gad were 45,650. 

26 Of the sons of Judah, their ge- 
nealogical registration by their fami- 
lies, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

27 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Judah were 74,600. 

28 Of the sons of Issachar, their 
genealogical registration by their 
families, by their fathers’ house- 
holds, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and 
upward, whoever was able to go out 
to war, 
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_29 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Issachar were 54,400. 

30 Of the sons of Zebulun, their 
genealogical registration by their 
families, by their fathers’ house- 
holds, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and 
upward, whoever was able to go out 
to war, 

_31 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Zebulun were 57,400. 

32 Of the sons of Joseph, namely, 
of the sons of Ephraim, their ge- 
nealogical registration by their fami- 
lies, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

33 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Ephraim were 40,500. 

34 Of the sons of Manasseh, their 
genealogical registration by their 
families, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

35 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Manasseh were 32,200. 

36 Of the sons of Benjamin, their 
genealogical registration by their 
families, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

37 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Benjamin were 35,400. 

38 Of the sons of Dan, their ge- 
nealogical registration by their fami- 
lies, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

39 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Dan were 62,700. 

40 Of the sons of Asher, their ge- 
nealogical registration by their fami- 
lies, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

41 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Asher were 41,500. 

42 Of the sons of Naphtali, their 
genealogical registration by their 
families, by their fathers’ households, 
according to the number of names, 


1:16 Lit thousands; or clans 
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from twenty years old and upward, 
whoever was able to go out to war, 

43 their numbered men of the 
tribe of Naphtali were 53,400. 

44 These are the ones who were 
numbered, whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered, with the leaders of Israel, 
twelve men, each of whom was of his 
father’s household. 

45 So all the numbered men of the 
sons of Israel by their fathers’ house- 
holds, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, whoever was able to go out to 
war in Israel, 

46 even all the numbered men 
were 8603,550. Ex 12:37; 38:26; Nu 2:32; 26:51 


Levites Exempted 

47 ®The Levites, however, were 
not numbered among them by their 
fathers’ tribe. Nu 2:33; 3:14-39; 4:49; 26:57-64 

48 For the Lorp had spoken to 
Moses, saying, 

49 “Only the tribe of Levi 8you 
shall not number, nor shall you take 
their 'census among the sons of Is- 
rael. Nu 26:62 © Lit sum 

50 “But you shall appoint the 
Levites over the ‘tabernacle of the tes- 
timony, and over all its furnishings 
and over all that belongs to it. They 
shall carry the tabernacle and all its 
furnishings, and they shall take care 
of it; they shall also camp around the 
tabernacle. 

51 “RSo when the tabernacle is to 
Set out, the Levites shall take it down; 
and when the tabernacle encamps, 
the Levites shall set it up. But 8the 
Flayman who comes near shall be put 
to death. Nu 4:1-33 © Nu 3:10, 38; 4:15, 19, 20 

52 “8The sons of Israel shall camp, 
each man by his own camp, and each 
man by his own standard, according 
to their armies. Nu 2:2, 34 

53 “But the Levites shall camp 
around the tabernacle of the testi- 
mony, so that there will be no wrath 
on the congregation of the sons of Is- 
rael. So the Levites shall keep charge 
of the tabernacle of the testimony.” 

54 Thus the sons of Israel did; ac- 
cording to all which the Lorp had 
commanded Moses, so they did. 


Arrangement of the Camps 
Now the Lorb spoke to Moses and 
to Aaron, saying, 
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2 “The sons of Israel shall camp, 
each by his own standard, with the 
banners of their fathers’ households; 
they shall camp around the tent of 
meeting at a distance. Nu 1:52; 24:2 

3 “Now those who camp on the 
east side toward the sunrise shall be 
of the standard of the camp of Judah, 
by their armies, and the leader of the 
sons of Judah: Nahshon the son of 
Amminadab, 

4 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 74,600. 

5 “Those who camp next to him 
shall be the tribe of Issachar, and the 
leader of the sons of Issachar: 
RNethanel the son of Zuar, Nu 1:8; 7:18, 23 

6 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 54,400. 

7 “Then comes the tribe of Zebu- 
lun, and the leader of the sons of Ze- 
bulun: REliab the son of Helon, wNu1:9 

8 and his army, even his num- 
bered men, 57,400. 

9 “The total of the numbered 
men of the camp of Judah: 186,400, by 
their armies. They shall set out first. 

10 “On the south side shall be the 
standard of the camp of Reuben by 
their armies, and the leader of the 
sons of Reuben: 8Elizur the son of 
Shedeur, Nu 1:5 

11 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 46,500. 

12 “Those who camp next to him 
shall be the tribe of Simeon, and the 
leader of the sons of Simeon: ®Shelu- 
miel the son of Zurishaddai, Nu 1:6 

13 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 59,300. 

14 “Then comes the tribe of Gad, 
and the leader of the sons of Gad: 
REliasaph the son of Deuel, Nu 1:14: 7:42 

15 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 45,650. 

16 “The total of the numbered 
men of the camp of Reuben: 151,450 
by their armies. And &they shall set 
out second. Nu 10:18 

17 “kThen the tent of meeting 
Shall set out with the camp of the 
Levites in the midst of the camps; just 
as they camp, so they shall set out, 
every man in his place by their stan- 
dards. Nu 1:53 


1:50 Lit dwelling place, and so throughout the ch 
1:51 Lit stranger 
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18 “On the west side shall be the 
standard of the camp of REphraim by 
their armies, and the leader of the 
sons of Ephraim shall be Elishama the 
son of Ammihud, | Ge 48:14-20; Je 31:9, 18:20 

19 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 40,500. 

20 “Next to him shall be the tribe 
of Manasseh, and the leader of the 
sons of Manasseh: 8Gamaliel the son 
of Pedahzur, Nu 1:10 

21 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 32,200. 

22 “Then comes the tribe of RBen- 
jamin, and the leader of the sons of 
Benjamin: R®Abidan the son. of 
Gideoni, Ps 68:27 © Nu 1:11 

23 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 35,400. 

24 “The total of the numbered 
men of the camp of Ephraim: 108,100, 
by their armies. And 8they shall set 
out third. Nu 10:22 

25 “On the north side shall be the 
standard of the camp of Dan by their 
armies, and the leader of the sons of 
Dan: 8Ahiezer the son of Ammishad- 
dai, Nu 1:12 

26 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 62,700 

27 “Those who camp next to him 
shall be the tribe of Asher, and the 
leader of the sons of Asher: ®Pagiel 
the son of Ochran, Nu 1:13 

28 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 41,500. 

29 “Then comes the tribe of Naph- 
tali, and the leader of the sons of 
Naphtali: Ahira the son of Enan, 

30 and his army, even their num- 
bered men, 53,400. 

31 “The total of the numbered 
men of the camp of Dan was 157,600. 
RThey shall set out last by their stan- 
dards.” Nu 10:25 

32 These are the numbered men 
of the sons of Israel by their fathers’ 
households; the total of the numbered 
men of the camps by their armies, 
R603,550. Ex 38:26; Nu 1:46 

33 RThe Levites, however, were 
not numbered among the sons of Is- 
rael, just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. Nu 1:47; 26:57-62 

34 Thus the sons of Israel did; ac- 
cording to all that. the Lorp com- 
manded Moses, so they camped by 
their standards, and so they set out, 
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every one by his family according to 
his father’s household. 


Levites to Be Priesthood 

RNow these are the records of the 

generations of Aaron and Moses at 
the time when the Lorp spoke with 
Moses on Mount Sinai. Ex 6:20-27 

2 ®These then are the names of 
the sons of Aaron: Nadab the first- 
born, and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar. Ex 6:23; Nu 26:60 

3 These are the names of the 
sons of Aaron, the ®anointed priests, 
whom he ‘ordained to serve as 
priests. Ex 28:41 ¢ Lit filled their hand 

4 RBut Nadab and Abihu died be- 
fore the Lorp when they offered 
strange fire before the Lorp in the 
wilderness of Sinai; and they had no 
children. So Eleazar and Ithamar 
served as priests in the lifetime of 
their father Aaron. Le 10:1, 2; Nu 26:61 

5 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

6 “RBring the tribe of Levi near 
and set them before Aaron the priest, 
that they may serve him. 

7 “They shall perform the duties 
for him and for the whole congrega- 
tion before the tent of meeting, to do 
the 8service of the tabernacle. Nu1:50 

8 “They shall also keep all the 
furnishings of the tent of meeting, 
along with the duties of the sons of Is- 
same to do the service of the taberna- 
cle. 

9 “You shall thus give the 
Levites to Aaron and to his sons; they 
are wholly given to him from among 
the sons of Israel. Nu 18:6 

10 “So you shall appoint Aaron 
and his sons that they may keep their 
priesthood, but the layman who 
comes near shall be put to death.” 

11 Again the Lorp spoke to 
Moses, saying, 

12 “Now, behold, I have taken the 
Levites from among the sons of Israel 
instead of every firstborn, the first 
issue of the womb among the sons of 
Israel. So the Levites shall be Mine. 

13 “For all the firstborn are Mine; 
on the day that I struck down all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanc- 
tified to Myself all the firstborn in Is- 
rael, from man to beast: They shall be 
Mine; I am the Lorp.” 
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14 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 

15 “8Number the sons of Levi by 
their fathers’ households, by their 
families; every male from a month old 
and upward you shall number.” Nu 1:47 

16 So Moses numbered them ac- 
cording to the ‘word of the Lorp, just 
as he had been commanded. Lit mouth 

17 ®These then are the sons of 
Levi by their names: Gershon and Ko- 
hath and Merari. Ex 6:16-22 

18 These are the names of the 
Rgons of Gershon by their families: 
Libni and Shimei; Ex 6:17 

19 andthe sons of Kohath by their 
families: Amram and Izhar, Hebron 
and Uzziel; 

20 and the sons of Merari by their 
families: Mahli and Mushi. These are 
the families of the Levites according 
to their fathers’ households. 

21 Of Gershon was the family of 
the Libnites and the family of the 
Shimeites; these were the families of 
the Gershonites. 

22 Their numbered men, in the 
numbering of every male from a 
month old and upward, even their 
numbered men were 7,500. 

23 The families of the Gershonites 
were to camp behind the tabernacle 
westward, 

24 and the leader of the fathers’ 
households of the Gershonites was 
Eliasaph the son of Lael. 


Duties of the Priests 

25 Now the duties of the sons of 
Gershon in the tent of meeting in- 
volved the tabernacle and the tent, its 
covering, and the screen for the door- 
way of the tent of meeting, 

26 and the hangings of the court, 
and the screen for the doorway of the 
court which is around the tabernacle 
and the altar, and its cords, according 
to all the service concerning them. 

27 Of Kohath was the family of 
the Amramites and the family of the 
Izharites and the family of the He- 
bronites and the family of the Uz- 
zielites; these were the families of the 
Kohathites. 

28 Inthe numbering of every male 
from a month old and upward, there 
were 8,600, performing the duties of 
the sanctuary. 
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29 The families of the sons of Ko- 
hath were to camp on the southward 
side of the tabernacle, 

30 and the leader of the fathers’ 
households of the Kohathite families 
was Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. 

31 Now &their duties involved ®the 
ark, ®the table, the lampstand, the al- 
tars, and the utensils of the sanctuary 
with which they minister, and the 
screen, and all the service concerning 
them; Nu 4:15 ¢ Ex 25:10-22 ¢ Ex 25:23-28 

32 and Eleazar the son of Aaron 
the priest was the chief of the leaders 
of Levi, and had the oversight of those 
who perform the duties of the sanctu- 


ary. 

33 Of Merari was the family of the 
Mahlites and the family of the 
Mushites; these were the families of 
Merari. 

34 Their numbered men in the 
numbering of every male from a 
month old and upward, were 6,200. 

35 The leader of the fathers’ 
households of the families of Merari 
was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They 
were to Scamp on the northward side 
of the tabernacle. Nu 1:53; 2:25 

36 Now the appointed duties of 
the sons of Merari involved the 
frames of the tabernacle, its bars, its 
pillars, its sockets, all its equipment, 
and the service concerning them, 

37 and the pillars around the 
court with their sockets and their 
pegs and their cords. 

38 Now those who were to camp 
before the tabernacle eastward, be- 
fore the tent of meeting toward the 
sunrise, are Moses and Aaron and his 
sons, performing the duties of the 
sanctuary for the obligation of the 
sons of Israel; but the layman com- 
ing near was to be put to death. nu tsi 

39 All the numbered men of the 
Levites, whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered at the ‘command of the 
Lorp by their families, every male 
from a month old and upward, were 
R22,000. Lit word © Nu 3:43; 4:48; 26:62 


Firstborn Redeemed 

40 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“RNumber every firstborn male of the 
sons of Israel from a month old and 
upward, and ‘make a list of their 
names. Nu 3:15 ¢ Lit take the number 
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41 “You 8shall take the Levites for 
Me, I am the Lorp, instead of all the 
firstborn among the’ sons of Israel, 
and the cattle of the Levites instead of 
all the firstborn among the cattle of 
the sons of Israel.” Nu 3:12, 45 

_ 42 So Moses numbered all the 
firstborn among the sons of Israel, 
just as the Lorp had commanded him; 

43 and all the firstborn males by 
the number of names from a month 
old and upward, for their numbered 
men were 822,273. Nu 3:39 

44 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

45 “Take the Levites instead of all 
the firstborn among the sons of Israel 
and the cattle of the Levites. And the 
Levites shall be Mine; I am the Lorp. 

46 “For the ransom of the 273 of 
the firstborn of the sons of Israel who 
are in excess beyond the Levites, 

47 you shall take five shekels 
apiece, per head; you shall take them 
in terms of the shekel of the sanctuary 
(the shekel is twenty ‘gerahs), 

48 and give the money, the ransom 
of those who are in excess among 
them, to Aaron and to his sons.” 

49 So Moses took the ransom 
money from those who were in excess, 
beyond those ransomed by the Levites; 

50 from the firstborn of the sons 
of Israel he took the money in terms 
of the shekel of the sanctuary, 1,365. 

51 Then Moses gave the ransom 
money to Aaron and to his sons, at the 
Tcommand of the Lorp, just as the 
Lorp had commanded Moses. Lit mouth 


Duties of the Kohathites 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses and 
to Aaron, saying, 

2 “Take Ta census of the 'descen- 
dants of Kohath from among the sons 
of Levi, by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ households, Lit the sum ¢ Lit sons 

3 from thirty years and upward, 
even to fifty years old, all who enter 
the service to do the work in the tent 
of meeting. 

4 “This is the work of the ‘de- 
scendants of Kohath in the tent of 
meeting, concerning the most holy 
things. Lit sons 
5 “When the camp sets out, 
Aaron and his sons shall go in and 
they shall take down the veil of the 
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screen and cover the 8ark of the testi- 
mony with it; Ex 25:10-16 

6 and they shall lay a covering 
of porpoise skin on it, and shall 
spread over it a cloth of pure "blue, 
and shall insert its poles. Nu 4:25 « Or violet 

7 “Over the table of the bread of 
the Presence they shall also spread a 
cloth of ™blue and put on it the dishes 
and the pans and the sacrificial bowls 
and the jars for the drink offering, 
and ®the continual bread shall be on 
it. Or violet ° Ex 25:30; Le 24:5-9 

8 “They shall spread over them a 
cloth of scarlet material, and cover 
the same with a covering of porpoise 
skin, and they shall insert its poles. 

9 “Then they shall take a blue 
cloth and cover the 2lampstand for 
the light, along with its lamps and its 
snuffers, and its trays and all its oil 
vessels, by which they serve it; Ex 25:31 

10 and they shall put it and all its 
utensils in a covering of porpoise 
oD and shall put it on the carrying 

ars. 

11 “Over the golden altar they 
shall spread a "blue cloth and cover it 
with a covering of porpoise skin, and 
shall insert its poles; Or violet 

12 and they shall take all the uten- 
sils of service, with which they serve 
in the sanctuary, and put them in a 
Tplue cloth and cover them with a cov- 
ering of porpoise skin, and put them 
on the carrying bars. Or violet 

13 “Then they shall take away the 
ashes from the altar, and spread a 
purple cloth over it. Ex 27:1-8 

14 “They shall also put on it all its 
utensils by which they serve in con- 
nection with it: the firepans, the forks 
and shovels and the basins, all the 
utensils of the altar; and they shall 
spread a cover of porpoise skin over it 
and insert its poles. 

15 “When Aaron and his sons 
have finished covering the holy ob- 
jects and all the furnishings of the 
sanctuary, when the camp is to set 
out, after that the sons of Kohath shall 
come to carry them, so that they will 
not touch the holy objects ®and die. 
These are the things in the tent of 
meeting which the sons of Kohath are 
to carry. Nu 1:51; 4:19, 20; 2 Sa 6:6, 7 


3:47 I.e. A gerah equals approx one-fortieth oz 
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16 “The responsibility of Eleazar 
the son of Aaron the priest is ®the oil 
for the light and the ®fragrant incense 
and ®the continual grain offering and 
the anointing oil—the responsibility 
of all the tabernacle and of all that is 
in it, with the sanctuary and its fur- 
nishings.” Le 24:1-3 © Ex 30:34-38 « Le 6:20 

17 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and to Aaron, saying, 

18 “Do not let the tribe of the fam- 
ilies of the Kohathites be cut off from 
among the Levites. 

19 “But do this to them that they 
may live and 8not die when they ap- 
proach the most holy objects: Aaron 
and his sons shall go in and assign 
each of them to his work and to his 
load; Nu 4:15 

20 but 8they shall not go in to see 
the holy objects even for a moment, 
or they will die.” Ex 19:21; 1 Sa 6:19 


Duties of the Gershonites 

21 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

22 “Take 'a census of the sons of 
Gershon also, by their fathers’ house- 
holds, by their families; Lit the sum 

23 from ®thirty years and upward 
to fifty years old, you shall number 
them; all who enter to perform the 
service to do the work in the tent of 
meeting. Nu 4:3; 1 Ch 23:3, 24, 27 

24 “This is the service of the fam- 
ilies of the Gershonites, in serving 
and in carrying: 

25 they shall carry ®the curtains of 
the tabernacle and the tent of meeting 
with its covering and ®the covering of 
porpoise skin that is on top of it, and 
the screen for the doorway of the tent 
of meeting, Ex 40:19 © Ex 26:14; Nu 4:6 

26 and &the hangings of the court, 
and the screen for the doorway of the 
gate of the court which is around the 
tabernacle and the altar, and their 
cords and all the equipment for their 
service; and all that is to be done, they 
shall perform. Ex 38:9 

27 “All the service of the sons of 
the Gershonites, in all their loads and 
in all their work, shall be performed at 
the ‘command of Aaron and his sons; 
and you shall assign to them as a duty 
all their loads. Lit mouth 

28 “This is the service of the fam- 
ilies of the sons of the Gershonites in 
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the tent of meeting, and their duties 
shall be under the direction of 
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 


Duties of the Merarites 

29 “As for the sons of Merari, you 
shall number them by their families, 
by their fathers’ households; 

30 from 8thirty years and upward 
even to fifty years old, you shall num- 
ber them, everyone who enters the 
service to do the work of the tent of 
meeting. Nu 4:3; 8:24-26 

31 “Now this is the duty of their 
loads, for all their service in the tent 
of meeting: the boards of the taberna- 
cle and its bars and its pillars and its 
sockets, 

32 and the pillars around the 
court and their sockets and their pegs 
and their cords, with all their equip- 
ment and with all their service; and 
you shall assign each man by name 
the items he is to carry. 

33 “This is the service of the fami- 
lies of the sons of Merari, according to 
all their service in the tent of meeting, 
Tunder the direction of Ithamar the 
son of Aaron the priest.” Lit in the hand 

34 So Moses and Aaron and the 
leaders of the congregation numbered 
the sons of the Kohathites by their 
families and by their fathers’ house- 
holds, 

35 from &thirty years and upward 
even to fifty years old, everyone who 
entered the service for work in the 
tent of meeting. 1 Ch 23:24 

36 Their numbered men by their 
families were 2,750. 

37 These are the numbered men 
of the Kohathite families, every- 
one who was serving in the tent of 
meeting, whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered according to the 'com- 
mandment of the Lorp ‘through 
Moses. Lit mouth ¢ Lit by the hand of 

38 The numbered men of the sons 
of Gershon by their families and by 
their fathers’ households, 

39 from thirty years and upward 
even to fifty years old, everyone who 
entered the service for work in the 
tent of meeting. 

40 Their numbered men by their 
families, by their fathers’ households, 
were 2,630 

41 These are the numbered men 
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of the families of the sons of Gershon, 
everyone who was serving in the tent 
of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron 
numbered according to the com- 
mandment of the Lorp. 
__ 42 The numbered men of the fam- 
ilies of the sons of Merari by their 
families, by their fathers’ households, 

43 from 8thirty years and upward 
even to fifty years old, everyone who 
entered the service for work in the 
tent of meeting. Nu 8:24-26 

44 Their numbered men by their 
families were 3,200. 

45 These are the numbered men 
of the families of the sons of Merari, 
whom Moses and Aaron numbered 


— according to the commandment of the 


Lorp ‘through Moses. Lit by the hand of 
46 All the numbered men of the 


- Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and 


the leaders of Israel numbered, by 
their families and by their fathers’ 
households, 

47 from thirty years and upward 
even to fifty years old, everyone who 
could enter to do the work of service 
and the work of carrying in the tent of 


meeting. 
48 Their numbered men were 
R8 580 Nu 3:39 


49 According to the command- 
ment of the Lorp through Moses, they 
Rwere numbered, everyone by his 
serving or carrying; thus these were 
his numbered men, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. Nu 1:47 


On Defilement 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Command the sons of Israel 
that they send away from the camp 
every leper and everyone having a 
Rdischarge and everyone who is un- 
clean because of a dead person. Le 15:2 

3 “You shall send away both 
male and female; you shall send them 
outside the camp so that they will not 
defile their camp where I dwell ®in 
their midst.” Le 26:12; Nu 35:34 

4 The sons of Israel did so and 
sent them outside the camp; just as 
the Lorp had spoken to Moses, thus 
the sons of Israel did. 

5 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

6 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 


NUMBERS 5:17 


‘RWhen a man or woman commits 
any of the sins of mankind, acting un- 
faithfully against the Lorp, and that 
person is guilty, Le 5:14-6:7 

_7 then he shall confess his sins 
which he has committed, and he shall 
make restitution in full for his wrong 
and add to it one-fifth of it, and give it 
to him whom he has wronged. 

8 ‘But if the man has no Frelative 
to whom restitution may be made for 
the wrong, the restitution which is 
made for the wrong must go to the 
Lorp for the priest, besides the ram of 
atonement, by which atonement is 
made for him. 

9 ‘RAlso every contribution per- 
taining to all the holy gifts of the sons 
of Israel, which they offer to the 
priest, shall be his. Le 7:32, 34; 10:14, 15 

10 ‘So every man’s holy gifts shall 
be his; whatever any man gives to the 


priest, it becomes his.’” Le 10:13 
The Adultery Test 

11 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying 


12 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘If any man’s wife goes 
astray and is unfaithful to him, 

3 and a man has Rintercourse 
with her and it is hidden from the eyes 
of her husband and she is Tunde- 
tected, although she has defiled her- 
self, and there is no witness against 
her and she has not been caught in 
the act, Le 18:20; 20:10 © Lit concealed 

14 Tif a spirit of jealousy comes 
over him and he is jealous of his wife 
when she has defiled herself, or if a 
spirit of jealousy comes over him and 
he is jealous of his wife when she has 
not defiled herself, Lit and« Pr 6:34; Song 8:6 

15 the man shall then bring his 
wife to the priest, and shall bring as 
an offering for her one-tenth of an 
ephah of barley meal; he shall not 
pour oil on it nor put frankincense on 
it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, 
a grain offering of memorial, %a re- 
minder of iniquity. 1 Ki 17:18; Eze 29:16 

16 ‘Then the priest shall bring her 
near and have her stand before the 
Lorp, 

17 and the priest shall take holy 
water in an earthenware vessel; and 


5:8 Lit redeemer 
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The shall take some of the dust that is 
on the floor of the tabernacle and put 
it into the water. Lit the priest 

18 ‘The priest shall then have the 
woman stand before the Lorp and let 
the hair of the woman’s head go 
loose, and place the grain offering of 
memorial in her hands, which is the 
grain offering of jealousy, and in the 
hand of the priest is to be the water of 
bitterness that brings a curse. 

19 ‘The priest shall have her take 
an oath and shall say to the woman, 
“If no man has lain with you and if 
you have not ®gone astray into un- 
cleanness, being under the authority 
of your husband, be ‘immune to this 
water of bitterness that brings a 
curse; Nu 5:12 ¢ Lit free from 

20 if you, however, have ®gone 
astray, being under the authority of 
your husband, and if you have defiled 
yourself and a man other than your 
husband has had intercourse with 
you” Nu 5:12 

21 (then the priest shall have the 
woman swear with the oath of the 
curse, and the priest shall say to the 
woman), “the Lorp make you a curse 
and an oath among your people by 
the Lorp’s making your thigh 'waste 
away and your abdomen swell; _ Lit fau 

22 and this water that brings a 
curse shall go into your stomach, and 
make your abdomen swell and your 
thigh waste away.” And the woman 
Rshall say, “Amen. Amen.” De 27:15 

23 ‘The priest shall then write 
these curses on a scroll, and he shall 
Twash them off into the water of bit- 
terness. Lit wipe 

24 ‘Then he shall make the 
woman drink the water of bitterness 
that brings a curse, so that the water 
which brings a curse will go into a 
Tand cause bitterness. 

25 ‘The priest shall take the grain 
offering of jealousy from the woman’s 
hand, and he shall wave the grain of- 
fering before the Lorp and bring it to 
the altar; 

26 and &the priest shall take a 
handful of the grain offering as its 
memorial offering and offer it up in 
smoke on the altar, and afterward he 
shall make the woman drink the 
water. Le 2:2, 9 

27 ‘When he has made her drink 


154 


the water, then it shall come about, if 
she has defiled herself and has been 
unfaithful to her husband, that the 
water which brings a curse will go 
into her and cause bitterness, and her 
abdomen will swell and her thigh will 
waste away, and the woman will be- 
come a curse among her people. 

28 ‘But if the woman has not de- 
filed herself and is clean, she will then 
be free and conceive ‘children. Lit seea 

29 ‘This is the law of jealousy: 
when a wife, being under the author- 
ity of her husband, ®goes astray and 
defiles herself, Nu 5:12 

30 or when a spirit of jealousy 
comes over a man and he is jealous of 
his wife, he shall then make the 
woman stand before the Lorpb, and 
Heo priest shall apply all this law to 

er. 

31 ‘Moreover, the man will be free 
from ‘guilt, but that woman shall 
Rpear her guilt.” Or iniquity ¢ Le 20:17 


Law of the Nazirites 
Again the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When a man or woman 
makes a ‘special vow, the vow of 8a 
FNazirite, to dedicate himself to the 
Lorb, Or difficult © Ju 13:5; 16:17; Am 2:11, 12 

3 he shall 8abstain from wine 
and strong drink; he shall drink no 
vinegar, whether made from wine or 
strong drink, nor shall he drink any 
grape juice nor eat fresh or dried 
oar Lk 1:15 

4 ‘All the days of his separation 
he shall not eat anything that is pro- 
duced by the grape vine, from the 
seeds even to the skin. 

5 ‘All the days of his vow of sep- 
aration no razor shall pass over his 
head. He shall be holy until the days 
are fulfilled for which he separated 
himself to the Lorp; he shall let the 
locks of hair on his head grow long. 

6 ‘All the days of his separation 
to the Lorp he shall not go near toa 
sib person. Le 21:1-3; Nu 19:11-22 

7 ‘He shall not make himself un- 
clean for his father or for his mother, 
for his brother or for his sister, when 


6:2 Ie. one separated 6:4 Or living as a Nazirite, 
and so through v 2] 
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they die, because his separation to 
God is on his head: Nu 9:6 

8 ‘All the days of his separation 
he is holy to the Lorp. 

9 ‘But if a man dies very sud- 
denly beside him and he defiles his 
dedicated head of hair, then ®he shall 
shave his head on the day when he 
becomes clean; ®he shall shave it on 
the seventh day. Le 14:8, 9 « Nu 6:18 

10 ‘Then on the eighth day he 
shall bring two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons to the priest, to the 
doorway of the tent of meeting. 

11 ‘The priest shall offer Sone for 
a sin offering and the other for a 
burnt offering, and make atonement 
for him concerning his sin because of 
the dead person. And that same day 
he shall consecrate his head, Le 5:7 

12 and shall dedicate to the Lorp 
his days tas a 'Nazirite, and shall 
bring a male lamb a year old for a 
guilt offering; but the former days will 
be void because his separation was 
defiled. Or of dedication ¢ I.e. one separated 

13 ‘Now this is the law of the 
Nazirite .when the days of his sepa- 
ration are fulfilled, he shall bring ‘the 
offering to the doorway of the tent of 
meeting. Ac 21:26 ¢ Lit it 

14 ‘He shall present his offering to 
the Lorp: one male lamb a year old 
without defect for a burnt offering 
and one ewe-lamb a year old without 
defect for a sin offering and one ram 
without defect for a peace offering, 

15 and a basket of ®unleavened 
cakes of fine flour mixed with oil and 
unleavened wafers spread with oil, 
along with "their grain offering and 
their drink offering. Ex 29:2; Le 2:4 « Nu 15:1-7 

16 ‘Then the priest shall present 
them before the Lorp and shall offer 
his sin offering and his burnt offering. 

17. ‘He shall also offer the ram for 
a sacrifice of peace offerings to the 
Lorp, together with the basket of un- 
leavened cakes; the priest shall like- 
wise offer its grain offering and its 
drink offering. 

18 ‘8The Nazirite shall then shave 
his dedicated head of hair at the door- 
way of the tent of meeting, and take 
the dedicated hair of his head and put 
it on the fire which is under the sacri- 
fice of peace offerings. Nu 6:9; Ac 21:23, 24 

19 ‘®The priest shall take the 
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ram’s shoulder when it has been 
boiled, and one unleavened cake out 
of the basket and one unleavened 
wafer, and shall put them on the 
hands of the Nazirite after he has 
shaved his dedicated hair. Le 7:28-34 

20 ‘Then the priest shall wave 
them for a wave offering before the 
LorpD. It is holy for the priest, together 
with the breast offered by waving and 
the thigh offered by lifting up; and 
Rafterward the Nazirite may drink 
wine.’ Ec 9:7 

21 “This is the law of the Nazirite 
who vows his offering to the Lorp ac- 
cording to his separation, in addition 
to what else The can afford; according 
to his vow which he takes, so he shall 
do according to the law of his separa- 
tion.” Lit his hand can reach 


Aaron’s Benediction 
22 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying 
23  espeak to Aaron and to his 
sons, saying, ‘Thus ®you shall bless 
the sons of Israel. You shall say to 
them: 1 Ch 23:13 
24 The Lorp ®bless you, and keep 
ou De 28:3-6; Ps 28:9 ® 1 Sa 2:9; Ps 17:8 
25 The Lorp make His face shine 
on you, 
And ®be gracious to you; Ps 36:16 
26 The Lorp 8®lift up His counte- 
nance on you, 
And give you peace.’ Ps 4:6; 44:3 
27 “So they shall 8invoke My 
name on the sons of Israel, and I then 
will bless them.” 2 Sa 7:23; 2 Ch 7:14 


Offerings of the Leaders 
Now on &the day that Moses had 
finished setting up the tabernacle, 
he anointed it and consecrated it with 
all its furnishings and the altar and all 
its utensils; he anointed them and 
consecrated them also. Ex 40:17 
2 Then ®the leaders of Israel, the 
heads of their fathers’ households, 
Rmade an offering (they were the 
leaders of the tribes; they were the 
ones who ™were over the ‘numbered 
MeN). Nu 1:5-16 ¢ 2 Ch 35:8 « Lit stood « Lit mustered 
3 When they brought their offer- 
ing before the Lorp, six covered 
carts and twelve oxen, a cart for every 
two of the leaders and an ox for each 
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one, then they presented them before 
the tabernacle. Is 66:20 

4 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

5 “Accept these things from 
them, that they may be used in the 
service of the tent of meeting, and you 
shall give them to the Levites, to each 
man according to his service.” 

6 So Moses took the carts and 
the oxen and gave them to the 
Levites. 

7 Two carts and four oxen he 
gave to the sons of Gershon, accord- 
ing to ®their service, Nu 4:24-26 

8 and four carts and eight oxen 
he gave to the sons of Merari, accord- 
ing to their service, under the 'direc- 
tion of Ithamar the son of Aaron the 
priest. Nu 4:31, 32 © Lit hand 

9 But he did not give any to the 
sons of Kohath because theirs was 
Rthe service of the holy objects, which 
they carried on the shoulder. nu 4:5-15 

10 The leaders offered the dedica- 
tion offering ‘for the altar when it was 
anointed, so the leaders offered their 
offering before the altar. Lit of 

11 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Let them present their offering, one 
leader each day, for the dedication of 
the altar.” 

12 Now the one who presented his 
offering on the first day was Nahshon 
the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of 
Judah; 

13 and his offering was one silver 
FRdish whose weight was one hundred 
and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of 
seventy shekels, according to "the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
grain offering; Ex 25:29; 37:16 © Nu 3:47 

14 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

15 one ‘bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
1ng; Or bull of the herd, and so through v 81 
16 Rone male goat for a sin offer- 
; Le 4:23 
17 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Nahshon 
the son of Amminadab. 

18 On the second day Nethanel 
the son of Zuar, leader of Issachar, 
presented an offering; 


ing 
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19 he presented as his offering 
one silver dish whose weight was one 
hundred and thirty shekels, one silver 
bowl of seventy shekels, according to 
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of 
them full of fine flour mixed with oil 
for a grain offering; 

20 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

21 one bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offering; 

22 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 

23 and for the sacrifice of Speace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Nethanel 
the son of Zuar. Le 7:11-13 

24 On the third day it was Eliab 
the son of Helon, leader of the sons of 
Zebulun; 

25 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 

26 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

27 one young bull, one ram, one 
Rmale lamb one year old, for a burnt 
offering; Is 53:7; Jo 1:29; 1 Pe 1:19 
_ 28 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 
29 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Eliab the 
son of Helon. 

30 On the fourth day it was Elizur 
the son of Shedeur, leader of the sons 
of Reuben; 

31 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 

32 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

33 one bull, one ram, one ®male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
ing; He 9:28 


7:13 Or platter, and so through v 85 7:13 Le. 
Approx one-half oz, and so through v 86 
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_ 34 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 

35. and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 


_ male goats, five male lambs one year 


old. This was the offering of Elizur the 
son of Shedeur. 

» 36 On the fifth day it was Shelu- 
miel the son of Zurishaddai, leader of 
the children of Simeon; 

37 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bow] of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 

38 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

39 one bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offering; 
_ 40 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 
41 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Shelu- 
miel the son of Zurishaddai. 

42 On the sixth day it was ®Elias- 
aph-the son of Deuel, leader of the 
sons of Gad; Nu 1:14; 10:20 

43 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bow] of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
Rfine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; Le 2:5; 14:10 

44 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

45 Rone bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
Ing; Ps 50:8-14; Is 1:11 

46 one male goat for a sin offer- 


g; 

47 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Eliasaph 
the son of Deuel. 

48 On the seventh day it was ®El- 
ishama the son of Ammihud, leader of 
the sons of Ephraim; Nu 1:10; 2:18; 1 Ch 7:26 

49 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
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fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 

50. one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of 8incense; De 33:10; Eze 8:11; Lk 1:10 

51 Rone bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
ing; Mi 6:6-8 
_ 92 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 

53 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Elishama 
the son of Ammihud. 

54 On the eighth day it was ®Ga- 
maliel the son of Pedahzur, leader of 
the sons of Manasseh; Nu 2:20 

55 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bow] of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 

56 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of Rincense; Ex 30:7 

57 one bull, one ram, one ®male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 


ing; Ex 12:5; Ac 8:32; Re 5:6 
_ 58 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 


59 and for the 8sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Gamaliel 
the son of Pedahzur. Le 3:1-17 
60 On the ninth day it was ®Abi- 
dan the son of Gideoni, leader of the 
sons of Benjamin; Nu 1:11; 2:22 
61 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bow] of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 
62 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of 8incense; Re 5:8; 8:3, 4 
63 one bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
ing; 
64 one male goat for a ®sin offer- 
g; 2Co 5:21 
65 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Abidan 
the son of Gideoni. Col 1:20 
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66 On the tenth day it was 
RAhiezer the son of Ammishaddai, 
leader of the sons of Dan; — Nu 1:12; 2:25 

67 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bow] of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the §shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; Ex 30:13; Le 27:25 

68 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of Rincense; Ps 141:2 

69 one bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offering; 

70 one male goat for a sin offer- 

Ing; 
71 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Ahiezer 
the son of Ammishaddai. 

72 On the eleventh day it was 
RPagiel the son of Ochran, leader of 
the sons of Asher; Nu 1:13; 2:27 

73 his offering was one silver dish 
whose weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of sev- 
enty shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering; 

74 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of Rincense; Mal 1:11 

75 one bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
ing; 

_ 76 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing; 

77 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Pagiel 
the son of Ochran. 

78 On the twelfth day it was 
RAhira the son of Enan, leader of the 
sons of Naphtali; Nu 1:15; 2:29 

79 his offering was one &silver 
dish whose weight was one hundred 
and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of 
seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
grain offering; Ez 1:9, 10; Da 5:2 

80 one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 

81 one bull, one ram, one male 
lamb one year old, for a burnt offer- 
Ing; 


158 


82 one male goat for a sin offering; 

83 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year 
old. This was the offering of Ahira the 
son of Enan. 

84 This was &the dedication offer- 
ing ™for the altar from the leaders of 
Israel when Rit was anointed: twelve 
silver dishes, twelve silver bowls, 
twelve gold pans, Nu 7:10 ¢ Lit of e Nu 7:1 

85 each silver dish weighing one 
hundred and thirty shekels and each 
bowl seventy; all the silver of the 
utensils was 2,400 shekels, according 
to the shekel of the sanctuary; 

86 the twelve gold pans, full of in- 
cense, weighing ten shekels apiece, 
according to the ®shekel of the sanc- 
tuary, all the gold of the pans 120 
shekels; Ex 30:13 

87 all the oxen for the burnt offer- 
ing twelve bulls, all the rams twelve, 
the male lambs one year old with 
their grain offering twelve, and the 
male goats for a sin offering twelve; 

88 and all the oxen for the sacri- 
fice of peace offerings 24 bulls, all the 
rams 60, the male goats 60, the male 
lambs one year old 60. ®This was the 
dedication offering for the altar after 
it was anointed. Nu 7:1, 10 

89 Now when 8Moses went into 
the tent of meeting to speak with Him, 
he heard the voice speaking to him 
from above 8the mercy seat that was 
on the ark of the testimony, from ®be- 
tween the two cherubim, so He spoke 
to him. Ex 40:34, 35 ¢ Ex 25:21, 22 © Ps 80:1; 99:1 


The Seven Lamps 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

_ 2 “Speak to Aaron and say to 
him, ‘When you mount the lamps, the 
seven lamps will ®give light in the 
front of the lampstand.’” kx 25:37; Le 24:2, 4 

3 Aaron therefore did so; he 
Tmounted its lamps at the front of the 
lampstand, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Lit raised up 

_4 Now this was the workman- 
ship of the lampstand, hammered 
work of gold; from its base to its flow- 
ers it was hammered work; ®accord- 
ing to the pattern which the Lorp had 
shown Moses, so he made the lamp- 
stand. Ex 25:31-40 © Ex 25:9, 31-40; 26:30; 37:17-24 


aa ac 
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Cleansing the Levites 
5 Again the Lorp spoke to Moses, 


URE 
6 “Take the Levites from among 
the sons of Israel and cleanse them. 

_ 7 “Thus you shall do to them, for 
their cleansing: sprinkle purifying 
Rwater on them, and let them 8use a 
razor over their whole body and 
Rwash their clothes, and they will be 
clean Nu 19:9, 13,20 © Le 14:8, 9 ¢ Nu 8:21 
‘ 8 “Then let them take a bull with 
its grain offering, fine flour mixed 
with oil; and a second bull you shall 
take for a sin offering. 

9 “So you shall present the 
Levites before the tent of meeting. You 
shall also assemble the whole congre- 
gation of the sons of Israel, 

10 and present the Levites before 
the Lorp; and the sons of Israel ®shall 
lay their hands on the Levites. _Le1.4 

11 “Aaron then shall present the 
Levites before the LorpD as a kwave of- 
fering from the sons of Israel, that 
they may ‘qualify to perform the serv- 
ice of the Lorp. Le 7:30, 34 © Lit be able 

12 “Now &the Levites shall lay 
their hands on the heads of the bulls; 
then offer the one for a sin offering 
and the other for a burnt offering to 
the Lorp, to make atonement for the 
Levites. Ex 29:10 

13 “You shall have the Levites 
stand before Aaron and before his 
sons so as to present them as a wave 
offering to the Lorp. 

14 “Thus you shall separate the 
Levites from among the sons of Israel, 
and the Levites shall be Mine. 

15 “Then after that the Levites 
may go in to serve the tent of meet- 
ing. But you shall cleanse them and 
present them as a wave offering; 

16 for they are wholly given to 
Me from among the sons of Israel. I 
have taken them for Myself instead of 
every first issue of the womb, the first- 
born of all the sons of Israel. Nu 3:9 

17 “For ®every firstborn among 
the sons of Israel is Mine, among the 
men and among the animals; on the 
day that I struck down all the first- 
born in the land of Egypt Isanctified 
them for Myself. Ex 13:2, 12, 13, 15; Lk 2:23 

18 “But I have taken the Levites 
instead of every firstborn among the 
sons of Israel. 
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ad “RT have given the Levites as a 
gift to Aaron and to his sons from 
among the sons of Israel, to perform 
the service of the sons of Israel at the 
tent of meeting and to make atone- 
ment on behalf of the sons of Israel, 
so that there will be no plague among 
the sons of Israel by their coming 
near to the sanctuary.” Nu 3:9 

20 Thus did Moses and Aaron and 
all the congregation of the sons of Is- 
rael to the Levites; according to all 
that the Lorp had commanded Moses 
concerning the Levites, so the sons of 
Israel did to them. 

21 ®The Levites, too, purified 
themselves from sin and washed their 
clothes; and Aaron presented them as 
a wave offering before the Lorp. 
Aaron also made atonement for ies 
to cleanse them. 

22 Then after that the Levites 
went in to perform their service in the 
tent of meeting before Aaron and be- 
fore his sons; just as the Lorp had 
commanded Moses concerning the 
Levites, so they did to them. 


Retirement 

23 Now the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

24 “This is what applies to the 
Levites: from ®twenty-five years old 
and upward ‘they shall enter to per- 
form service in the work of the tent of 
meeting. Nu 4:3; 1 Ch 23:3, 24, 27 © Lit he 

25 “But at the age of fifty years 
they shall ‘retire from service in the 
work and not work any MOFre. Lit return 

26 “They may, however, ‘assist 
their brothers in the tent of meeting, 
Rto keep an obligation, but they them- 
selves shall do no work. Thus you 
shall deal with the Levites concerning 
their obligations.” Lit serve ¢ Nu 1:53 


The Passover 
Thus the Lorp spoke to Moses in 
the wilderness of Sinai, in ®the first 
month of the second year after they 
had come out of the land of Egypt, 
saying, Ex 40:2, 17; Nu 1:1 
2 “Now, let the sons of Israel ob- 
serve the Passover at its appointed 
time. Ex 12:6; Le 23:5; De 16:1, 2 
3 “On the fourteenth day of this 
month, at twilight, you shall observe it 
at its appointed time; you shall ob- 
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serve it according to all its statutes 
and according to all its ordinances.” 
4 So Moses "told the sons of Is- 
rael to observe the Passover. Lit spoke to 
5 They observed the Passover in 
the first month, on the fourteenth day 
of the month, at twilight, in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai; 8according to all that the 
Lorp had commanded Moses, so the 
sons of Israel did. Jos 5:10 ¢ Ex 12:1-13 
6 But there were some men who 
were unclean because of the dead 
person, so that they could not observe 
Passover on that day; so they came 
before Moses and Aaron on that day. 
7 Those men said to him, 
“Though we are unclean because of 
the "dead person, why are we re- 
strained from presenting the offering 
of the Lorp at its appointed time 
among the sons of Israel?” Lit soul of man 
8 Moses therefore said to them, 
“Wait, and I will listen to what the 
Lorp will command concerning you.” 
9 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

10 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘If any one of you or of your 
generations becomes unclean be- 
cause of a dead person, or is on a dis- 
tant journey, he may, however, 
observe the Passover to the Lorp. 

11 ‘In the second month on the 
fourteenth day at twilight, they shall 
observe it; they ®shall eat it with un- 
leavened bread and bitter herbs. Ex 12:8 

12 ‘They 8shall leave none of it 
until morning, nor break a bone of it; 
according to all the statute of the 
Passover they shall observe it. Ex 12:10 

13 ‘But the man who is clean and 
is not on ajourney, and yet neglects to 
observe the Passover, that person 
shall then be cut off from his people, 
for he did not present the offering of 
the Lorp at its appointed time. That 
man will bear his Sin. Ge 17:14; Ex 12:15, 47 

14 ‘If an alien sojourns among 
you and observes the Passover to the 
Lorp, according to the statute of the 
Passover and according to its ordi- 
nance, so he shall do; you shall have 
one statute, both for the alien and for 
the native of the land.’” Ex 12:48 


The Cloud on the Tabernacle 
15 Now on &the day that the tab- 
ernacle was erected the cloud covered 
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the tabernacle, the tent of the testi- 
mony, and in the evening it was like 
the appearance of fire over the taber- 
nacle, until morning. Ex 40:2, 17 

16 So it was continuously; the 
cloud would cover it by day, and the 
appearance of fire by night. 

17 Whenever the cloud was lifted 
from over the tent, afterward the sons 
of Israel would then set out; and in the 
place where the cloud settled down, 
there the sons of Israel would camp. 

18 At the ‘command of the Lorp 
the sons of Israel would set out, and at 
the command of the Lorp they would 
camp; ®as long as the cloud settled 
over the tabernacle, they remained 
camped. Lit mouth ¢ 1 Co 10:1 

19 Even when the cloud lingered 
over the tabernacle for many days, 
Tthe sons of Israel would keep the 
Lorp’s charge and not set out. Lit and the 

20 If sometimes the cloud re- 
mained a few days over the taberna- 
cle, according to the command of the 
Lorp they remained camped. Then 
according to the command of the 
Lorp they set out. Ps 48:14; Pr 3:5, 6 

21 If ‘sometimes the cloud 
Tremained from evening until morn- 
ing, when the cloud was lifted in the 
morning, they would move out; or if it 
remained in. the daytime and at night, 
whenever the cloud was lifted, they 
would set out. Lit it was that ¢ Lit was 

22 Whether it was two days or a 
month or a year that the cloud lin- 
gered over the tabernacle, staying 
above it, the sons of Israel remained 
camped and did not set out; but when 
it was lifted, they did set out. 

23 At the command of the Lorp 
they camped, and at the command of 
the Lorp they set out; they kept the 
Lorp’s charge, according to the com- 
mand of the Lorp through Moses. 


The Silver Trumpets 
l The Lorp spoke further to 
Moses, saying, 

2 “Make yourself two trumpets 
of silver, of hammered work you shall 
make them; and you shall use them 
for summoning the congregation and 
for having the camps set out. Is 1:13 

3. “’When both are blown, all the 
congregation shall gather themselves 
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to you at the doorway of the tent of 
“ns Je 4:5; Joel 2:15 
4 “Yet if only one is blown, then 

the leaders, the heads of the Tdivi- 
sions of Israel, shall assemble before 
Vee Ex 18:21; Nu 1:16; 7:2 ¢ Lit thousands; or clans 
5 “But when you blow an alarm, 

the camps that are pitched Fon the 
east side shall set out. Nu 10:14 
6 “When you blow an alarm the 
second time, the camps that are 
pitched on ®the south side shall set 
out; an alarm is to be blown for them 
to set out. Nu 10:18 
7 “When convening the assem- 
bly, however, you shall blow without 
Rsounding an alarm. Joel 2:1 
8 “The priestly sons of Aaron, 
- moreover, shall blow the trumpets; 
and this shall be for you a perpetual 
statute throughout your generations. 
9 “When you go to war in your 
land against the adversary who 2at- 
tacks you, then you shall sound an 
alarm with the trumpets, that you may 
be 8remembered before the Lorp 
your God, and be saved from your en- 
emies. Ju 2:18; 1 Sa 10:18; Ps 106:42 * Ge 8:1; Ps 106:4 
10 “Also in the day of your glad- 
ness and in your appointed ‘feasts, 
and on the first days of your months, 
Ryou shall blow the trumpets over 
your burnt offerings, and over the sac- 
rifices of your peace offerings; and 
they shall be as a reminder of you be- 
fore your God. I am the Lorp your 
God.” Or times ¢ Ps 81:3-5 


The Tribes Leave Sinai 

11 Now in &the second year, in the 
second month, on the twentieth of the 
month, the cloud was lifted from over 
the tabernacle of the testimony; Ex 40:17 

12 andthe sons of Israel set out on 
Rtheir journeys from the wilderness of 
Sinai. Then the cloud settled down in 
the wilderness of Paran. Ex 40:36 

13 ®So they moved out for the first 
time according to the commandment 
of the Lorp through Moses. De 1:6 

14 The standard of the camp of 
the sons of Judah, according to their 
armies, set out first, with Nahshon the 
son of Amminadab, over its army, 

15 and Nethanel the son of Zuar, 
over the tribal army of the sons of Is- 
sachar; 

16 and Eliab the son of Helon over 
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ee tribal army of the sons of Zebu- 
un. 

17 Then the tabernacle was 
taken down; and the sons of Gershon 
and the sons of Merari, who were car- 
rying the tabernacle; set out. Nu 4:21-32 

18 Next 8the standard of the camp 
of Reuben, according to their armies, 
set out with Elizur the son of Shedeur, 
over its army, Nu 2:10-16 
__ 19 and Shelumiel the son of Zur- 
ishaddai over the tribal army of the 
sons of Simeon, 

20 and Eliasaph the son of Deuel 
was over the tribal army of the sons of 


ad. 

21 ®Then the Kohathites set out, 
carrying the holy objects; and ®the 
tabernacle was Set up before their ar- 
rival. Nu 4:4-20 Nu 10:17 

22 Next the standard of the camp 
of the sons of Ephraim, according to 
their armies, was set out, with EI- 
ishama the son of Ammihud over its 
army, Nu 2:18-24 

23 and Gamaliel the son of 
Pedahzur over the tribal army of the 
sons of Manasseh; 

24 and Abidan the son of Gideoni 
over the tribal army of the sons of 
Benjamin. 

25 ®Then the standard of the camp 
of the sons of Dan, according to their 
armies, which formed the ®rear guard 
for all the camps, set out, with Ahiezer 
the son of Ammishaddai over its 
army, Nu 2:25-31 ¢ Jos 6:9, 13 

26 and Pagiel the son of Ochran 
over the tribal army of the sons of 
Asher; 

27 and Ahira the son of Enan over 
ip tribal army of the sons of Naph- 
tali 

28 This was the order of march of 
the sons of Israel by their armies as 
they set out. 

29 Then Moses said to .Hobab 
the son of RReuel the Midianite, 
Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting 
out to the place of which the Lorp 
said, ‘81 will give it to you’; come with 
us and we will do you good, for the 
Lorp has promised good concerning 
Israel.” Ju 4:11 ¢ Ex 2:18; 3:1; 18:12 © Ge 12:7; Ex 6:4-8 

30 But he said to him, “8I will not 
come, but rather will go to my own 
land and relatives.” Ju 1:16; Ma 21:28, 29 

31 Then he said, “Please do not 
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leave us, inasmuch as you know 
where we should camp in the wilder- 
ness, and you will be as eyes for us. 

32 “So it will be, if you go with us, 
that whatever good the Lorp does for 
us, we will do for you.” 

33 ®Thus they set out from the 
mount of the Lorp three days’ jour- 
ney, with 8the ark of the covenant of 
the Lorp journeying in front of them 
for the three days, to seek out 8a rest- 
ing place for them. Nu 10:12 ¢ De 1:33 « Is 11:10 

34 The cloud of the Lorp was 
over them by day when they set out 
from the camp. Nu 9:15-23 

35 Then it came about when the 
ark set out that Moses said, 

“Rise up, O Lorp! 
And let Your enemies be 
scattered, 
And let those who hate You 
flee "before You.” De 7:10; 32:41 
36 When it came to rest, he said, 
“RReturn, O Lorp, 
To the myriad &thousands of 
Israel.” Is 63:17 ¢ De 1:10 


The People Complain 
l a: the people became like 
those who complain of adver- 
sity in the hearing of the Lorp; and 
when the Lorp heard it, His anger 
was kindled, and the fire of the Lorp 
burned among them and consumed 
some of the outskirts of the camp. 

2 The people therefore cried out 
to Moses, and Moses prayed to the 
Lorp and the fire 'died out. Lit sank down 

3 So the name of that place was 
called '®Taberah, because the fire of 
the Lorp burned among them. be9.22 

4 The rabble who were among 
them had greedy desires; and also the 
sons of Israel wept again and said, 
“Who will give us meat to eat? 

5 “RWe remember the fish which 
we used to eat free in Egypt, the cu- 
cumbers and the melons and the leeks 
and the onions and the garlic, Ex 16:3 

6 but now our fappetite is gone. 
There is nothing at all to look at ex- 
cept this manna.” Nu 21:5 

7 Now the manna was like co- 
riander seed, and its appearance like 
that of §bdellium. Ex 16:31 © Ge 2:12 

8 The people would go about and 
gather it and grind it "between two 
millstones or beat it in the mortar, and 
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boil it in the pot and make cakes with 
it; and its taste was as the taste of 
Teakes baked with oil. Lit with « Lit juice of oil 

9 RWhen the dew fell on the 
camp at night, the manna would fall 
Twith it. Ex 16:13, 14¢ Lit on 


The Complaint of Moses 
10 Now Moses heard the people 
weeping throughout their families, 
each man at the doorway of his tent; 
and the anger of the Lorp was kin- 
dled greatly, and ‘Moses was dis- 
pleased. Lit it was evil in Moses’ sight 
11 So Moses said to the Lorp, 
“Why have You Fbeen so hard on Your 
servant? And why have I not found 
favor in Your sight, that You have laid 
the burden of all this people on me? 
12 “Was it I who conceived all this 
people? Was it I who brought them 
forth, that You should say to me, 
‘Carry them in your bosom as a 
Rnurse carries a nursing infant, to the 
land which ®You swore to their fa- 
thers’? 2 Ki 10:1, 5; Is 49:23 ¢ Ge 24:7; Ex 13:5, 11; 33:1 
13 “Where am I to get meat to give 
to Rall this people? For they weep be- 
fore me, saying, ‘Give us meat that we 
may eat!’ Nu 11:21, 22; Jo 6:5-9 
14 “8] alone am not able to carry 
all this people, because it is too ™bur- 
densome for me. Ex 18:18; De 1:12 ¢ Lit heavy 
15 “So ifYou are going to deal thus 
with me, please kill me at once, if I 
have found favor in Your sight, and do 
not let me see my wretchedness.” 


Seventy Elders to Assist 

16 The Lorp therefore said to 
Moses, “Gather for Me ®seventy men 
from the elders of Israel, whom you 
know to be the elders of the people 
and their officers and bring them to 
the tent of meeting, and let them take 
their stand there with you. Ex 24:1, 9 

17 “8Then I will come down and 
speak with you there, and I will take 
of 8the Spirit who is upon you, and 
will put Him upon them; and they 
shall bear the burden of the people 
with you, so that you will not bear it 
all alone. Nu 11:25 © 1 Sa 10:6; Joel 2:28 

18 “Say to the people, ‘®Conse- 
crate yourselves for tomorrow, and 


10:35 Or from Your presence 11:3 Le. burning 
11:6 Lit soul is dried up 11:11 Lit dealt ill with 
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you shall eat meat; for you have wept 
Rin the ears of the Lorp, saying, “Oh 
that someone would give us meat to 
eat! For we were well-off in Egypt.” 
Therefore the Lorp will give you meat 
and you shall eat. Ex 19:10, 22 © Nu 11:1 

19 ‘You shall eat, not one day, nor 
two days, nor five days, nor ten days, 
nor twenty days, 

20 ™but a whole month, until it 
comes out of your nostrils and be- 
comes loathsome to you; because 
Ryou have rejected the Lorp who is 
among you and have wept before 
Him, saying, “Why did we ever leave 
Egypt?”’” Lit until * Jos 24:27: 1 Sa 10:19 

21 But Moses said, “The people, 
among whom I am, are 600,000 on 
foot; yet You have said, ‘I will give 
them meat; so that they may eat fora 
whole month,” 

22 “Should flocks and herds be 
slaughtered for them, to be sufficient 
for them? Or should all the fish of the 
sea be gathered together for them, to 
be sufficient for them?” 

3 The Lorp said to Moses, “Is 
Rthe Lorp’s power limited? Now you 
shall see whether My word will come 
true for you or not.” Is 50:2; 59:1 

24 So Moses went out and told 
the people the words of the Lorp. 
Also, he gathered seventy men of the 
elders of the people, and stationed 
them around the tent. Nu 11:16 

25 ®Then the Lorp came down in 
the cloud and spoke to him; and He 
took of the Spirit who was upon him 
and placed Him upon the seventy eld- 
ers. And when the Spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied. But they did 
not do it again. Nu 11:17; 12:5 

26 But two men had remained in 
the camp; the name of one was Eldad 
and the name of the other Medad. 
And &the Spirit rested upon them 
(now they were among those who had 
been registered, but had not gone out 
to the tent), and they prophesied in 
the camp. Nu 24:2; 1 Sa 10:6; 2 Ch 15:1; Ne 9:30 

27 So a young man ran and told 
Moses and said, “Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.” 

28 Then Joshua the son of Nun, 
the attendant of Moses from his 
youth, said, “SMoses, my lord, restrain 
them.” Ex 33:11; Jos 1:1 © Mk 9:38-40 

29 But Moses said to him, “Are 
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you jealous for my sake? 'Would that 
all the Lorp’s people were prophets, 
that the Lorp would put His Spirit 
upon them!” 1 Co 14:5 

30 Then Moses returned to the 
camp, both he and the elders of Israel. 


The Quail and the Plague 
31 Now there went forth a wind 
from the Lorp and it brought quail 
from the sea, and let them fall beside 
the camp, about a day’s journey on 
this side and a day’s journey on the 
other side, all around the camp and 
about two cubits deep on the surface 
of the ground. Ex 16:13; Ps 78:26-28; 105:40 
32 The people "spent all day and 
all night and all the next day, and 
gathered the quail (he who gathered 
least gathered ten Shomers) and they 
spread them out for themselves all 
around the camp. Lit rose 
33 While the meat was still be- 
tween their teeth, before it was 
chewed, the anger of the Lorp was 
kindled against the people, and the 
Lorp struck the people with a very se- 
vere plague. Ps 78:29-31; 106:15 
34 So the name of that place was 
called '®Kibroth-hattaavah, because 
there they buried the people who had 
been greedy. De 9:22 
35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the 
people set out for Hazeroth, and they 
Tremained at Hazeroth. Nu 33:17 Lit were 


The Murmuring of Miriam and 
Aaron 
l Then Miriam and Aaron spoke 
against Moses because of the 
Cushite woman whom he had mar- 
ried (for he had married a ®Cushite 
woman); Ex 2:21 
2 and they said, “Has the Lorp 
indeed spoken only through Moses? 
Has He not spoken through us as 
well?” And the Lorp heard it. Nu16:3 
3 (Now the man Moses was ®very 
humble, more than any man who was 
on the face of the earth.) Ma 11:29 
4 Suddenly the Lorp said to 
Moses and Aaron and to Miriam, “You 
three come out to the tent of meeting.” 
So the three of them came out. 
5 RThen the Lorp came down in 
a pillar of cloud and stood at the door- 


11:34 Le. the graves of greediness 
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way of the tent, and He called Aaron 
and Miriam. When they had both 
come forward, Ex 19:9; 34:5 
6 He said, 
“Hear now My words: 
If there is a prophet among 


you, 
I, the Lorp, shall make 
Myself known to him 
in a ®vision. 
I shall speak with him in a 
dream. Ge 46:2; 1 Sa 3:15 
7 ayaa so, with SMy servant 
RHe ee faithful in all My 
household; Jos 1:1 © He 3:2,5 
8 RWith him I speak mouth to 
mouth, 
Even openly, and not in dark 
sayings, 
And he pebttis the form of 
the Lorpb. 
Why then were you not 
afraid 
To speak against My servant, 
against Moses?” De 34:10; Ho 12:13 
9 So the anger of the Lorp 
burned against them and He de- 
parted. Ge 17:22; 18:33 

10 But when the cloud had with- 
drawn from over the tent, behold, 
Miriam was leprous, as white as 
snow. As Aaron turned toward 
Miriam, behold, she was leprous. 
bs 11 Then Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, 

my lord, I beg you, 8do not account 
this sin to us, in which we have acted 
foolishly and in which we have 
sinned. 2 Sa 19:19; 24:10 

12 “Oh, do not let her be like one 
dead, whose flesh is half eaten away 
when he comes from his mother’s 
womb!” 

13 Moses cried out to the Lorp, 
saying, “O God, heal her, I pray!” 

14 But the Lorp said to Moses, “If 
her father had but spit in her face, 
would she not bear her shame for 
seven days? Let her be shut up for 
seven days outside the camp, and af- 
terward she may be received again.” 

15 So 8Miriam was shut up out- 
side the camp for seven days, and the 
people did not move on until Miriam 
was received again. De 24:9 

16 Afterward, however, the people 
moved out from Hazeroth and camped 
in the wilderness of Paran. 
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Spies View the Land 
1 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
saying, De 1:22, 23 


2 “Send out for yourself men 
10) hee they may spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I am going to 
give to the sons of Israel; you shall 
send a man from each of their fathers’ 
tribes, every one a leader among 
them.” 

3 So Moses sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran at the command 
of the Lorp, all of them men who 
were heads of the sons of Israel. 

4 These then were their names: 
from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua 
the son of Zaccur; 

5 from the tribe of Simeon, 
Shaphat the son of Hori; 

6 from the tribe of Judah, RCaleb 
the son of Jephunneh; Nw 14:6, 30; Jos 14:6 

7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal 
the son of Joseph; 

8 from the tribe of Ephraim, 
RHoshea the son of Nun; Nu 13:16; De 32:44 

9 from the tribe of Benjamin, 
Palti the son of Raphu; 

10 from the tribe of Zebulun, Gad- 
diel the son of Sodi; 

11 from the tribe of Joseph, from 
the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son 
of Susi; 

12 from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel 
the son of Gemalli; 

13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur 
the son of Michael; 

14 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 

15 from the tribe of Gad, Geuel 
the son of Machi. 

16 These are the names of the 
men whom Moses sent to spy out the 
land; but Moses called RHoshea the 
son of Nun, Joshua. Nu 13:8; De 32:44 

17 When Moses sent them to spy 
out the land of Canaan, he said to 
them, “Go up ‘there into the ‘Negev; 
then go up into the hill country. Lit rere 

18 “See what the land is like, and 
whether the people who live in it are 
strong or weak, whether they are few 
or many. 

19 “How is the land in which they 
live, is it good or bad? And how are 
the cities in which they live, are they 


$12:11-15 13:17 Le. South country, and so 
throughout the ch 
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“like open camps or with fortifica- 
tions? Lit in 

20 “How is the land, is it fat or 
lean? Are there trees in it or not? 
Make an effort then to get some of the 
fruit of the land.” Now the time was 
the time of the first ripe grapes. 

21 So they went up and spied out 
the land from the wilderness of Zin as 
far as Rehob, at Lebo-hamath. 

22 When they had gone up into 
Rthe Negev, they came to Hebron 
where 8Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, 
the descendants of Anak were. (Now 
Hebron was built seven years before 
Zoan in Egypt.) Nu 13:17 © Jos 15:14 

23 Then they came to the ‘valley 


_of FEshcol and from there cut down a 


branch with a single cluster of grapes; 
and they carried it on a pole between 


- two men, with some of the pomegran- 


ates and the figs. Or wadi 

24 That place was called the val- 
ley of 'Eshcol, because of the cluster 
which the sons of Israel cut down 
from there. Ie. cluster 


The Spies’ Reports 

25 When they returned from spy- 
ing out the land, at the end of forty 
days, 

26 they proceeded to come to 
Moses and Aaron and to all the con- 
gregation of the sons of Israel in the 
wilderness of Paran, at }Kadesh; and 
they brought back word to them and 
to all the congregation and showed 
them the fruit of the land. Nu 20:1, 14; 32:8 

27 Thus they told him, and said, 
“We went in to the land where you 
sent us; and Xit certainly does flow 
with milk and honey, and &this is its 
fruit. Ex 3:8, 17; 13:5 © De 1:25 

28 “Nevertheless, the people who 
live in the land are strong, and the 
cities are fortified and very large; and 
moreover, we saw &the descendants of 
Anak there. De 1:28; 9:1, 2 ¢ Nu 13:33 

29 “Amalek is living in the land of 
Rthe Negev and the Hittites and the 
Jebusites and ®the Amorites are living 
in the hill country, and the Canaanites 
are living by the sea and by the side of 
the Jordan.” Nu 13:17; 14:25, 45 © Jos 10:6 

30 Then Caleb quieted the people 
Tbefore Moses and said, “We should 
by all means go up and take posses- 
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sion of it, for we will surely overcome 
it? Lit toward 
_31 But the men who had gone up 
with him said, “®We are not able to go 
up against the people, for they are too 
strong for us.” De 1:28; 9:1-3 
32 So they gave out to the sons of 
Israel 8a bad report of the land which 
they had spied out, saying, “The land 
through which we have gone, in 
spying it out, is 8a land that devours 
its inhabitants; and Rall the people 
whom we saw in it are men of great 
SIZE. Nu 14:36, 37; Ps 106:24 ® Eze 36:13, 14 © Am 2:9 
33 “There also we saw _ the 
Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part 
of the Nephilim); and 8we became like 
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so 
we were in their sight.” De 1:28; 9:2; Jos 11:21 


The People Rebel 

l Then all the congregation lifted 
up their voices and cried, and 

the people wept "that night. Lit in tnat 

2 All the sons of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron; and the 
whole congregation said to them, 
“RWould that we had died in the land 
of Egypt! Or would that we had died 
in this wilderness! Nu 11:5; 16:13; 20:3, 4; 21:5 

3 “Why is the Lorp bringing us 
into this land, 8to fall by the sword? 
Our wives and our little ones will be- 
come plunder; would it not be better 
for us to return to Egypt?” —_&x5:21; 16:3 

4 So they said to one another, 
“RLet us appoint a leader and return 
to Egypt.” Ne 9:17 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 
their faces in the presence of all the 
assembly of the congregation of the 
sons of Israel. Nu 16:4 

6 Joshua the son of Nun and 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those 
who had spied out the land, tore their 
clothes; 

7 and they spoke to all the con- 
gregation of the sons of Israel, saying, 
“RThe land which we passed through 
to spy out is an exceedingly good 
land. Nu 13:27; De 1:25 

8 “If the Lorp is pleased with us, 
then He will bring us into this land 
and give it to us—a land which flows 
with milk and honey. Ex 3:8; Nu 13:27 

9 “Only 8do not rebel against the 


13:23 Le. cluster 
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Lorp; and do not ®fear the people of 
the land, for they will be our prey. 
Their protection has been removed 
from them, and the Lorp is with us; 
do not fear them.” De 1:26; 9:23, 24 * De 1:21, 29 

10 But all the congregation said 
to stone them with stones. Then the 
glory of the Lorp appeared in the 
tent of meeting to all the sons of Is- 
rael. 


Moses Pleads for the People 

11 8The Lorp said to Moses, “How 
long will this people spurn Me? And 
how long will §they not believe in Me, 
despite all the signs which I have per- 
formed in their midst? Ex 32:9-13 « Ps 106:24 

12 “I will smite them with ®pesti- 
lence and dispossess them, and I will 
make you into a nation greater and 
mightier than they.” Le 26:25; De 28:21 

13 But Moses said to the Lorp, 
“Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for 
by Your strength You brought up this 
people from their midst, 

14 and they will tell it to the in- 
habitants of this land. They have 
heard that You, O Lorp, are in the 
midst of this people, for ®You, O 
Lorp, are seen eye to eye, while Your 
cloud stands over them; and You 
go before them in a pillar of cloud 
by day and in a pillar of fire by 
night. Ex 13:21; De 5:4 

15 “Now if You slay this people as 
one man, ®then the nations who have 
heard of Your fame will say, Ex 32:12 

16 ‘Because the Lorp could not 
bring this people into the land which 
He promised them by oath, therefore 
He slaughtered them in the wilder- 
ness.’ Jos 7:7 

17 “But now, I pray, let the power 
of the Lord be great, just as You have 
Tdeclared, Lit spoken, saying 

18 “The Lorp is slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression; but ®He 
will by no means clear the guilty, vis- 
iting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth 
generations.’ Ex 20:5; De 5:9; 7:10 

19 “8Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of 
this people according to the greatness 
of Your lovingkindness, just as You 
also have forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.” Ex 32:32; 34:9 
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The Lorp Pardons and Rebukes 

20 So the Lorp said, “I have par- 
doned them according to your word; 

21 but indeed, Ras I live, Tall the 
earth will be filled with the glory of 
the LORD. Nu 14:28; De 32:40; Is 49:18 « Lit and all 

22 “Surely all the men who have 
seen My glory and My signs which I 
performed in Egypt and in the wilder- 
ness, yet have put Me to the test these 
ten times and have not listened to My 
voice 1Co 10:5 

23 shall by no means see the land 
which I swore to their fathers, nor 
shall any of those who spurned Me 
see it. ‘Nu 26:65; 32:11; He 3:18 

oy “But My servant Caleb, be- 
cause he has had a different spirit and 
has followed Me fully, 8I will bring 
into the land which he entered, and 
his descendants shall take possession 
of it. Nu 26:65; 32:12; De 1:36; Jos 14:6-15 

25 “RNow the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites live in the valleys; turn to- 
morrow and set out to the wilderness 
by the way of the Red Sea.” Nu 13:29 

26 The Lorp spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, 

27 “How long shall I bear with this 
evil congregation who are §grumbling 
against Me? I have heard the com- 
plaints of the sons of Israel, which 
they are making against Me. Nu lll 

28 “Say to them, ‘As I live,’-says 
the Lorp, ‘just as you have spoken in 
My hearing, so I will surely do to you; 

29 your corpses will fall in this 
wilderness, even all your 'numbered 
men, according to your complete 
number from twenty years old and 
ee who have grumbled against 

He 3:17 ¢ Nu 1:45, 46 « Lit mustered 

“30 ‘Surely you shall not come into 
the land in which I swore to settle you, 
Rexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
and Joshua the son of Nun. Nu 14:24 

31 ‘Your children, however, 
whom you said would become a 
prey—I will bring them in, and they 
will know the land which you have re- 
jected. Nu 14:3 

32 ‘But as for you, your corpses 
will fall in this wilderness. 

332 “Your sons shall be shepherds 
for ®forty years in the wilderness, and 
they will suffer for your unfaithful- 
ness, until your corpses lie in the 
wilderness. De 2:7; 8:2, 4; 29:5 
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34 ‘According to the number of 
days which you spied out the land, 
forty days, for every day you shall 
bear your ‘guilt a year, even forty 
years, and you will know My opposi- 
tion. Nu 13:25 ¢ Or iniquities 

35 ‘RI, the Lorp, have spoken, 
surely this I will do to all this evil con- 
gregation who are gathered together 
against Me. In this wilderness they 
shall be destroyed, and there they will 
die.’” Nu 23:19 

36 As for the men whom Moses 
sent to spy out the land and who re- 
turned and made all the congregation 


_ grumble against him by bringing out 
-abad report concerning the land, 


37 even those men who brought 


- out the very bad report of the land 
_ died by a plague before the Lorp. 


38 But Joshua the son of Nun and 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained 
alive out of those men who went to 


| spy out the land. 


Israel Repulsed 
39 When Moses spoke &these 


'-words to all the sons of Israel, the 


people mourned greatly. Nu 14:28-35 

40 In the morning, however, they 
rose up early and went up to the ridge 
of the hill country, saying, “Here we 
are; we have indeed sinned, but we 
will go up to the place which the Lorp 


has promised.” 


41 But Moses said, “Why then 
are you transgressing the 'command- 
ment of the Lorp, when it will not suc- 
ceed? 2 Ch 24:20 © Lit mouth 

42 “RDo not go up, or you will be 
struck down before your enemies, for 
the Lorp is not among you. De 1:42 

43 “For the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites will be there in front of 
you, and you will fall by the sword, 
inasmuch as you have turned back 
from following the Lorp. And the 
Lorp will not be with you.” 

44 But they went up heedlessly to 


- the ridge of the hill country; neither 
~ Rthe ark of the covenant of the Lorp 


nor Moses left the camp Nu 31:6 

45 Then the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites who lived in that hill 
country came down, and struck them 
and beat them down as far as 
RHormah. Nu 21:3 
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Laws for Canaan 
l Now the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “RSpeak to the sons of Israel 
and say to them, ‘When you enter the 
land ‘where you are to live, which I 
am giving yOu, Le 23:10 « Lit of your dwellings 

3 then make 8an offering by fire 
to the Lorpb, a burnt offering or a sac- 
rifice to ®fulfill a special vow, or as a 
freewill offering or in your appointed 
times, to make a soothing aroma to 
the Lorp, from the herd or from the 
flock. Le 1:2,3 © Le 22:21 « Le 23:1-44 

4 ‘8The one who presents his of- 
fering shall present to the Lorp a 
grain offering of one-tenth of an 
ephah of fine flour mixed with one- 
fourth of a Fhin of oil, Nu 28:1-29:40 

5 and you shall prepare wine for 
the drink offering, one-fourth of a hin, 
with the burnt offering or for the sac- 
rifice, for Seach lamb. Le 1-10; 3:6; Nu 15:11 

‘Or for a ram you shall prepare 
as a grain offering two-tenths of an 
ephah of fine flour mixed with one- 
third of a hin of oil; 

7 and for the drink offering you 
shall offer one-third of a hin of wine 
as a soothing aroma to the Lorp. 

8 ‘When you prepare 8a bull asa 
burnt offering or a sacrifice, to fulfill a 
special vow, or for peace offerings to 
the Lorp, Le 1:3: 3:1 

9 then you shall offer with the 
bull a grain offering of three-tenths of 
an ephah of fine flour mixed with 
one-half a hin of oil; 

10 and you shall offer as the drink 
offering one-half a hin of wine as an 
offering by fire, as a soothing aroma 
to the Lorp. 

11 ‘Thus it shall be done for each 
ox, or for each ram, or for each of the 
male lambs, or of the goats. 

12 ‘According to the number that 
you prepare, so you shall do for every- 
one according to their number. 

13 ‘All who are native shall do 
these things in this manner, in pre- 
senting an offering by fire, as a sooth- 
ing aroma to the Lorp. 


Law of the Sojourner 
14 ‘If an alien sojourns with you, 
or one who may be among you 


15:4 Le. Approx one gal., and so through v 10 
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throughout your generations, and he 
wishes to make an offering by fire, as 
a soothing aroma to the LorpD, just as 
you do so he shall do. 

15 ‘As for the assembly, there 
shall be Rone statute for you and for 
the alien who sojourns with you, a 
perpetual statute throughout your 
generations; aS you are, so shall the 
alien be before the LorD. —_Nuw 9:14; 15:29 

16 ‘There is to be Rone law and 
one ordinance for you and for the 
alien who sojourns with you.’” Le 24:22 

17 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

18 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When you enter the land 
where I bring you, 

19 then it shall be, that when 
you eat of the "food of the land, 
you shall lift up an offering to the 
LORD. Lit bread 

20 ‘Of the first of your ‘dough you 
shall lift up a cake as an offering; as 
the offering of the threshing floor, so 
you shall lift it up. 

21 ‘From the first of your "dough 
you Shall give to the Lorp an offering 
throughout your generations. 

22 ‘But when you 8unwittingly fail 
and do not observe all these com- 
mandments, which the Lorp has spo- 
ken to Moses, Le 4:2 

23 even all that the Lorp has com- 
manded you ‘through Moses, from 
the day when the Lorp gave com- 
mandment and onward throughout 
your generations, Lit by the hand of 

24 then it shall be, if it is done 8un- 
intentionally, without the knowledge 
of the congregation, that all the con- 
gregation shall offer one bull for a 
burnt offering, as a soothing aroma to 
the Lorp, ®with its grain offering and 
its drink offering, according to the or- 
dinance, and one male goat for a sin 
offering. Le 4:2, 22, 27; 5:15, 18 © Nu 15:8-10 

25 ‘Then &the priest shall make 
atonement for all the congregation of 
the sons of Israel, and they will be for- 
given; for it was an error, and they 
have brought their offering, an offer- 
ing by fire to the Lorn, and their sin 
offering before the Lorp, for their 
error. Le 4:20; He 2:17 

26 ‘So all the congregation of the 
sons of Israel will be forgiven, with 
the alien who sojourns among them, 
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for it happened to all the people | 


through 8error. ) Nu 15:24 

27 ‘Also if one person sins ®unin- 
tentionally, then he shall offer a one 
year old female goat for a sin offer- 


ng. Le 4:27-31; Lk 12:48 | 
28 ‘8The priest shall make atone- © 


ment before the Lorp for the person | 
who goes astray when he sins unin- | 
tentionally, making atonement for © 


him that he may be forgiven. Le 4:35 

29 ‘You shall have one law for him 
who does anything unintentionally, 
for him who is native among the sons 
of Israel and for the alien who so- 
journs among them. 

30 ‘But the person who does any- 
thing defiantly, whether he is native 
or an alien, that one is blaspheming 
the Lorp; and that person shall be cut 
off from among his people. 


31 ‘Because he has ®despised the | 
word of the Lorp and has broken His | 
commandment, that person shall be | 


completely cut off; ®his "guilt will be 
on him.’” 2 Sa 12:9; Pr 13:13 ¢ Eze 18:20 ¢ Or iniquity 


Sabbath-breaking Punished 
32 Now while the sons of Israel 
were in the wilderness, they found a 


man ®gathering wood on the sabbath | 


day. Ex 31:14, 15; 35:2, 3 
33. Those who found him gather- 


ing wood brought him to Moses and © 


Aaron and to all the congregation; 

34 and they put him in ‘custody 
because it had not been declared what 
should be done to him. Or prison 


35 Then the Lorp said to Moses, | 
“The man shall surely be put to death; — 
all the congregation shall stone him | 


with stones outside the camp.” 

36 So all the congregation brought 
him outside the camp and stoned him 
to death with stones, just as the Lorp 
had commanded Moses. 

37 The Lorp also spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

38 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
and tell them that they shall make for 
themselves tassels on the corners of 
their garments throughout their gen- 
erations, and that they shall put on the 
tassel of each corner a cord of blue. 

39 “It shall be a tassel for you to 
look at and 8remember all the com- 


15:20 Or coarse meal 15:21 Or coarse meal 
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mandments of the Lorp, so as to do 
them and not follow after your own 
heart and your own eyes, after which 
you played the harlot, De 4:23; 6:12: 8:11, 14, 19 

40 so that you may remember to 
do all My commandments and 8be 
holy to your God. Le 11:44, 45 

41 “I am the Lorp your God who 
brought you out from the land of 
Egypt to be your God; I am the Lorp 
your God.” 


Korah’s Rebellion 
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the 
son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 
with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of 
Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons 
of Reuben, took action, 

2 and they rose up before Moses, 
Ttogether with some of the sons of Is- 
rael, two hundred and fifty leaders of 
the congregation, chosen in the as- 
sembly, men of renown. | Lit andmen from 

3 They assembled together 8a- 
gainst Moses and Aaron, and said to 
them, “®You have gone far enough, 
for all the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and the Lorp is 
in their midst; so why do you exalt 
yourselves above the assembly of the 
LorpD?” Nu 12:2; Ps 106:16 * Nu 16:7 * Nu 5:3 

4 When Moses heard this, ®he 
fell on his face; Nu 145 

5 and he spoke to Korah and all 
his company, saying, “Tomorrow 
morning the Lorp will show who is 
His, and ®who is holy, and will bring 
him near to Himself; even ®the one 
whom He will choose, He will bring 
near to Himself. Le 10:3; Ps 65:4 ¢ Nu 17:5, 8 

6 “Do this: take censers for your- 
selves, Korah and all your company, 

7 and put fire in them, and lay in- 
cense upon them in the presence of 
the Lorp tomorrow; and the man 
whom the Lorp chooses shall be the 
one who is holy. ®You have gone far 
enough, you sons of Levi!” Nu 16:3 

8 Then Moses said to Korah, 
“Hear now, you sons of Levi, 

9 Ris it not enough for you that 
the God of Israel has separated you 
from the rest of the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to 
do the service of the tabernacle of the 
Lorp, and to stand before the congre- 
gation to minister to them; Is 7:13 
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10 and that He has brought you 
near, Korah, and all your brothers, 
sons of Levi, with you? And are you 
seeking for the priesthood also? 

11 “Therefore you and all your 
company are gathered together 8a- 
gainst the Lorp; but as for Aaron, 
who is he that you grumble against 
him?” Ex 16:7 © Lit what ¢ 1 Co 10:10 

12 Then Moses sent Ta summons 
to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of 
Eliab; but they said, “We will not 
come up. Lit to call 

13 “Is it not enough that you have 
brought us up out of a Xland flowing 
with milk and honey ®to have us die in 
the wilderness, but you would also 
lord it over uS? — Ex 16:3; Nu 11:4-6 © Nu 14:2,3 

14 “Indeed, you have not brought 
us into a land flowing with milk and 
honey, nor have you given us an in- 
heritance of fields and vineyards. 
Would you ‘put out the eyes of these 
men? We will not come up!” Lit bore out 

15 Then Moses became _ very 
angry and said to the Lorp, “Do not 
regard their offering! I have not taken 
a single donkey from them, nor have I 
done harm to any of them.” 

16 Moses said to Korah, “You and 
all your company be present before 
the Lorp tomorrow, both you and 
they along with Aaron. 

17 “Each of you take his firepan 
and put incense on “it, and each of 
you bring his censer before the Lorp, 
two hundred and fifty firepans; also 
you and Aaron shall each bring his 
firepan.” Lit them 

18 So they each took his own 
censer and put fire on ‘it, and laid in- 
cense on ‘it; and they stood at the 
doorway of the tent of meeting, with 
Moses and Aaron. Lit them « Lit them 

19 Thus Korah assembled all the 
congregation against them at the 
doorway of the tent of meeting. And 
Rthe glory of the Lorp appeared to all 
the congregation. Nu 14:10; 16:42; 20:6 

20 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and Aaron, saying, 

21 “RSeparate yourselves from 
among this congregation, that I may 
consume them instantly.” Nu 16:45 

22 But they fell on their faces and 
said, “O God, God of the spirits of all 
flesh, when one man sins, will You be 
angry with the entire congregation?” 
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23 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

24 “Speak to the congregation, 
saying, ‘“Get back from around the 
dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abi- 
ram,” Nu 16:45 

25 Then Moses arose and went to 
Dathan and Abiram, with the elders 
of Israel following him, 

26 and he spoke to the congrega- 
tion, saying, “Depart now from the 
tents of these wicked men, and touch 
nothing that belongs to them, or you 
will be swept away in all their sin.” 

27 So they got back from around 
the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram 
came out and stood at the doorway of 
their tents, along with their wives and 
Rtheir sons and their little ones. Nu26:11 

28 Moses said, “By this you shall 
know that ®the Lorp has sent me to 
do all these deeds; for this is not ‘my 
doing. Ex 3:12-15; 4:12, 15 © Lit from my heart 

29 “Ifthese men die 'the death of 
all men or if they suffer the ®fate of 
all men, then the Lorp has not sent 
me Lit like the death ¢ Ec 3:19 

30 “But Rif the Lorp brings about 
an entirely new thing and the ground 
opens its mouth and swallows them 
up with all that is theirs, and they ®de- 
scend alive into Sheol, then you will 
understand that these men have 
spurned the Lorp.” Job 31:2, 3 © Ps 55:15 
bs 31 As he finished speaking all 

these words, the ground that was 
under them split open; 

32 and the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them up, and 
their households, and Rall the men 
who belonged to Korah with their 
possessions. Nu 26:10; De 11:6; Ps 106:17 « Nu 26:11 

33 So they and all that belonged 
to them went down alive to Sheol; 
and the earth closed over them, and 
they perished from the midst of the 
assembly. Le. the nether world 

34 All Israel who were around 
them fled at their outcry, for they said, 
“The earth may swallow us up!” 

35 ®Fire also came forth from the 
Lorp and consumed the ®two hun- 
dred and fifty men who were offering 
the incense. Nu 11:1-3; 26:10 * Nu 16:2 

36 "Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
Saylng, Ch 17:1 in He 

37 “Say to Eleazar, the son of 
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Aaron the priest, that he shall take up 
the censers out of the midst of the 
blaze, for they are holy; and you scat- 
ter the Tburning coals abroad. Lit the fire 

38 “As for the censers of these 
Tmen who have sinned at the cost of 
their lives, let them be made into 
hammered sheets for a plating of the 
altar, since they did present them be- 
fore the Lorp and they are holy; and 
Rthey shall be for a sign to the sons of 
Israel.” Lit sinners against their lives ¢ Eze 14:8; 2 Pe 2:6 

39 So Eleazar the priest took the 
bronze censers which the men who 
were burned had offered, and they 
hammered them out as a plating for 
the altar, 

40 asa reminder to the sons of Is- 
rael that no layman who is not of the 
descendants of Aaron should come 
near to burn incense before the 
Lorp; so that he will not become like 
Korah and his company—just as the 
Lorp had spoken to him ‘through 
Moses. Nu 1:51 ¢ Ex 30:7-10 ¢ Lit by the hand of 


Murmuring and Plague 
“bs 41 But on the next day all the con- 
gregation of the sons of Israel 
Rerumbled against Moses and Aaron, 
saying, “You are the ones who have 
a the death of the Lorp’s peo- 
Nu 16:3 

42 It came about, however, when 
the congregation had assembled 
against Moses and Aaron, that they 
turned toward the tent of meeting, 
and behold, the cloud covered it and 
the glory of the Lorp appeared. 

43 Then Moses and Aaron came 
to the front of the tent of meeting, 

44 and the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

45 “RGet away from among this 
congregation, that I may consume 
them instantly.” Then they fell on 
their faces. Nu 16:21, 24 

46 Moses said to Aaron, “Take 
your censer and put in it fire from the 
altar, and lay incense on it; then bring 
it quickly to the congregation and 
Rmake atonement for them, for wrath 
has gone forth from the ‘Lorb, the 
plague has begun!” Nu 25:13; Is 6:6, 7 

47 Then Aaron took it as Moses 
had spoken, and ran into the midst of 


#16:31-35 #16:41-50 
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the assembly, for behold, the plague 
had begun among the people. So he 
put on the incense and made atone- 
ment for the people. Nu 25:6-8, 13 

48 He took his stand between the 
dead and the living, so that the plague 
was checked. 

49 RBut those who died by the 
plague were 14,700, besides those 
who died on account of Korah. nu25:9 

50 Then Aaron returned to Moses 
at the doorway of the tent of meeting, 
for the plague had been checked. 


Aaron’s Rod Buds 
bs Sele: the Lorp spoke to 
Moses, saying, Ch 17:16 in He 

2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
and get from them a rod for each fa- 
ther’s household: twelve rods, from all 
their leaders according to their fa- 
thers’ households. You shall write 
each name on his rod, 

3 and write Aaron’s name on the 
rod of Levi; for there is one rod for the 
head of each of their fathers’ house- 
holds. 

4 “You shall then deposit them in 
the tent of meeting in front of the tes- 
timony, where I meet with you. 

5 “It will come about that the rod 
of 8the man whom I choose will 
sprout. Thus I will lessen from upon 
Myself the grumblings of the sons of 
Israel, who are grumbling against 
you.” Nu 16:5 

6 Moses therefore spoke to the 
sons of Israel, and all their leaders 
gave him a rod apiece, for each leader 
according to their fathers’ house- 
holds, twelve rods, with the rod of 
Aaron among their rods. 

7 So Moses deposited the rods 
before the Lorp in ®the tent of the tes- 
timony. Nu 1:50, 53; 9:15 

8 Now on the next day Moses 
went into the tent of the testimony; 
and behold, the rod of Aaron for the 
house of Levi had sprouted and put 
forth buds and produced blossoms, 
and it bore ripe almonds. Eze 17:24; He 9:4 

9 Moses then brought out all the 
rods from the presence of the Lorp to 
all the sons of Israel; and they looked, 
and each man took his rod. 

10 But the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Put back the rod of Aaron ®before 
the testimony to be kept as a sign 
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against the rebels, that you may put 
an end to their grumblings against 
Me, so that they will not die.” nui74 

11 Thus Moses did; just as the 
Lorp had commanded him, so he did. 

12 Then the sons of Israel spoke 
to Moses, saying, “Behold, we perish, 
we are dying, we are all dying! — 18635 

13 “Everyone who comes near, 
who comes near to the tabernacle of 
the Lorp, must die. Are we to perish 
completely?” Nu 151 


Duties of Levites 
l So the Lorp said to Aaron, “You 
and your sons and your father’s 
household with you shall ®bear the 
guilt in connection with the sanctuary, 
and you and your sons with you shall 
bear the guilt in connection with your 
priesthood. Ex 28:38; Le 10:17; 22:16 
2 “But bring with you also your 
brothers, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of 
your father, that they may be 8joined 
with you and serve you, while you and 
your sons with you are before the tent 
of the testimony. Nu 3:5-10 
3 “And they shall thus attend to 
your obligation and the obligation of 
all the tent, but 8they shall not come 
near to the furnishings of the sanctu- 
ary and &the altar, or both they and 
you will die. Nu 4:15-20 © Nu 1:51; 18:7 
4 “They shall be joined with you 
and attend to the obligations of the 
tent of meeting, for all the service of 
the tent; but an ‘outsider may not 
come near you. Lit a stranger 
5 “So you shall attend to the ®ob- 
ligations of the sanctuary and the ob- 
ligations of the altar, ®so that there 
will no longer be wrath on the sons of 
Israel. Ex 27:21; Le 24:3 * Nu 16:46 
6 “Behold, I Myself have taken 
your fellow Levites from among the 
sons of Israel; they are 8a gift to you, 
dedicated to the Lorp, to perform the 
service for the tent of meeting. Nu3:9 
7 “But you and your sons with 
you shall 8attend to your priesthood 
for everything concerning the altar 
and inside the veil, and you are to per- 
form service. I am giving you the 
priesthood as a bestowed service, but 
Rthe outsider who comes near shall be 
put to death.” Ex 29:9 © Nu 1:51 


$17:1-13 


NUMBERS 18:8 


The Priests’ Portion 

8 Then the Lorn spoke to Aaron, 
“Now behold, I Myself have given you 
charge of My offerings, even all the 
holy gifts of the sons of Israel I have 
given them to you as a portion and to 
your sons as a perpetual allotment. 

9 “This shall be yours from the 
most holy gifts reserved from the fire; 
every offering of theirs, even Fevery 
grain offering and every sin offering 
and every guilt offering, which they 
shall render to Me, shall be most holy 
for you and for yoursons. _Le2:1-16 

10 “As the most holy gifts you 
shall eat it; every male shall eat it. It 
shall be holy to you. 

11 “This also is yours, the offering 
of their gift, even all the wave offer- 
ings of the sons of Israel; I have given 
them to you and to your sons and 
daughters with you as a perpetual al- 
lotment. Everyone of your household 
who is clean may eat it. 

12 “RAll the best of the fresh oil 
and all the best of the fresh wine and 
of the grain, the first fruits of those 
which they give to the Lorp, I give 
them to you. De 18:4; 32:14; Ps 81:16; 147:14 

13 “8The first ripe fruits of all that 
is in their land, which they bring to 
the Lorp, shall be yours; everyone of 
your household who is clean may eat 
it. Ex 22:29; 23:19; 34:26 

14 “REvery devoted thing in Israel 
shall be yours. Le 27:1-33 

15 “REvery first issue of the womb 
of all flesh, whether man or animal, 
which they offer to the Lorp, shall be 
yours; nevertheless the firstborn of 
man you shall surely redeem, and the 
firstborn of unclean animals you shall 
redeem. Ex 13:13, 15; Nu 3:46 

16 “As to their redemption price, 
from a month old you shall redeem 
them, by your valuation, five 'shekels 
in silver, according to the shekel of 
the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. 

17 “But the firstborn of an ox or 
the firstborn of a sheep or the first- 
born of a goat, you shall not redeem; 
they are holy. You shall sprinkle their 
blood on the altar and shall offer up 
their fat in smoke as an offering by 
fire, for a soothing aroma to the Lorp. 

18 “Their meat shall be yours; it 
shall be yours like the breast of a 
wave offering and like the right thigh. 
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19 “RAll the offerings of the holy 
gifts, which the sons of Israel offer to 
the Lorp, I have given to you and your 
sons and your daughters with you, as 
a perpetual allotment. It is San ever- 
lasting covenant of salt before the 
Lorp to you and your ‘descendants 
with you.” Nu 18:11 © 2 Ch 13:5 « Lit seed 

20 Then the Lorp said to Aaron, 
“You shall have no inheritance in 
their land nor own any portion 
among them; I am your portion and 
your inheritance among the sons of 
Israel. 

21 “To the sons of Levi, behold, I 
have given all the tithe in Israel for an 
inheritance, in return for their service 
which they perform, the service of the 
tent of meeting. 

22 “RkThe sons of Israel shall not 
come near the tent of meeting again, 
or they will bear sin and die. Nu 1:51 

23 “Only the Levites shall perform 
the service of the tent of meeting, and 
they shall bear their iniquity; it shall 
be a perpetual statute throughout 
your generations, and among the sons 
of Israel 8they shall have no inheri- 
tance. Nu 18:1 © Nu 18:20 

24 “For the tithe of the sons of Is- 
rael; which they offer as an offering 
to the Lorp, I have given to the 
Levites for an inheritance; therefore I 
have said concerning them, ‘®They 
shall have no inheritance among the 
sons of Israel.’” De 10:9 

25 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

26 “Moreover, you shall speak to 
the Levites and say to them, ‘When 
you take from the sons of Israel ®the 
tithe which I have given you from 
them for your inheritance, then you 
shall present an offering from it to the 
Lorp, a tithe of the tithe. Nu 18:21 

27 ‘Your offering shall be reck- 
oned to you as the grain from the 
threshing floor or the full produce 
from the wine vat. 

28 ‘So you shall also present an 
offering to the Lorp from your tithes, 
which you receive from the sons of Is- 
rael; and from it you shall give the 
Lorp’s offering to Aaron the priest. 

29 ‘Out of all your gifts you shall 
present every offering due to the 


18:16 I.e. A shekel equals approx one-half oz 
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Lorp, from all the "best of them, "the 
sacred part from them.’ Lit fat « Lit its 

30 “You shall say to them, ‘When 
you have ‘offered from it the best of it, 
then the rest shall be reckoned to the 
Levites as the product of the thresh- 
ing floor, and as the product of the 
wine vat. Lit lifted 

31 ‘You may eat it anywhere, you 
and your households, for it is your 
compensation in return for your serv- 
ice in the tent of meeting. 

32 ‘You will bear no sin by reason 
of it when you have ‘offered the best 
of it. But you shall not 8profane the 
sacred gifts of the sons of Israel, or 
you will die.’” Lit lifted Lit fat * Le 22:15, 16 


Ordinance of the Red Heifer 
Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and Aaron, saying, 

2 “This is the statute of the law 
which the Lorp has commanded, say- 
ing, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel that 
they bring you an unblemished red 
heifer in which is no defect and on 
which a yoke has never been placed. 

3 ‘You shall give it to REleazar 
the priest, and it shall ®be brought 
outside the camp and be slaughtered 
in his presence. Nu 3:4 Le 4:11, 12,21; Nu 19:9 

4 ‘Next Eleazar the priest shall 
take some of its blood with his finger 
and ®sprinkle some of its blood to- 
ward the front of the tent of meeting 
seven times. Le 4:6, 17; 16:14 

5 ‘Then the heifer shall be 
burned in his sight; ®its hide and its 
flesh and its blood, with its refuse, 
shall be burned. Ex 29:14; Le 4:11, 12 

6 ‘The priest shall take ®cedar 
wood and hyssop and scarlet material 
and cast it into the midst of the *burn- 
ing heifer. Le 14:4 © Lit burning of the heifer 

7 ‘The priest ®shall then wash his 
clothes and bathe his ‘body in water, 
and afterward come into the camp, 
but the priest shall be unclean until 
evening. Le 16:26, 28; 22:6 © Lit flesh 

8 ‘The one who burns it shall 
also wash his clothes in water and 
bathe his body in water, and shall be 
unclean until evening. Lit flesh 

9 ‘Now a man who is clean shall 
gather up the ashes of the heifer and 
deposit them outside the camp in a 
clean place, and the congregation of 
the sons of Israel shall keep it as ®wa- 
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ter to remove impurity; it is "purifica- 
tion from sin. Nu 8:7; 31:23 © Or a sin offering 

10 “The one who gathers the ashes 
of the heifer shall wash his clothes 
and be unclean until evening; and it 
shall be a perpetual statute to the sons 
of Israel and to the alien who sojourns 
among them. Nu 19:7 

11 ‘The one who touches the 
corpse of any ‘person shall be un- 
clean for seven days. Lit soul of man 

12 “That one shall 8purify himself 
from uncleanness with "the water on 
the third day and on the seventh day, 
and then he will be clean; but if he 
does not purify himself on the third 
day and on the seventh day, he will 
not be clean. Nu 19:19; 31:19 ¢ Lit it 

13 ‘Anyone who touehes a 
corpse, the body of a man who has 
died, and does not purify himself, ®de- 
files the tabernacle of the Lorp; and 
that person shall be cut off from Is- 
rael. Because the water for impurity 
was not ®sprinkled on him, he shall be 
unclean; his uncleanness is still on 
Him. Le 7:21; 22:3-7 « Le 15:31; 20:3; Nu 19:20 © Nu 19:19 

14 ‘This is the law when a man 
dies in a tent: everyone who comes 
into the tent and everyone who is in 
the tent shall be unclean for seven 
days. 

15 ‘Every open vessel, which has 
no covering ‘tied down on it, shall be 
unclean. Lit cord 

16 ‘Also, anyone who in the open 
field touches one who has been slain 
with a sword or who has died natu- 
rally, or a human bone or a 2rave, 
shall be unclean for seven days. 

17 ‘Then for the unclean person 
they shall take some of the ‘ashes of 
the burnt ®purification from sin and 
flowing water shall be added to them 
in a vessel. Lit dust « Nu 19:9 

18 ‘A clean person shall take 
hyssop and dip it in the water, and 
sprinkle it on the tent and on all 
the furnishings and on the persons 
who were there, and on the one 
who touched the bone or the one slain 
or the one dying naturally or the 
grave. 

19 ‘Then the clean person shall 
sprinkle on the unclean on the third 
day and on the seventh day; and on 
the seventh day he shall purify him 
from uncleanness, and he shall wash 
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his clothes and bathe himself in water 
and shall be clean by evening. 

20 ‘But the man who is unclean 
and does not purify himself from un- 
cleanness, that person shall be cut off 
from the midst of the assembly, be- 
cause he has 8defiled the sanctuary of 
the Lorp; the water for impurity has 
not been sprinkled on him, he is un- 
clean. Nu 19:13 

21 ‘So it shall be a. perpetual 
statute for them. And he who sprin- 
kles the water for impurity shall wash 
his clothes, and he who touches the 
water for impurity shall be unclean 
until evening. Nu 19:7 

22 ‘Furthermore, anything that 
the unclean person touches shall be 
unclean; and the person who touches 
it shall be unclean until evening.’” 


Death of Miriam 

2 Then the sons of Israel, the 
whole congregation, came to 

the wilderness of Zin in the first 

month; and the people stayed at 

Kadesh. Now Miriam died there and 

was buried there. Nu 13:21; 27:14; 33:36 

2 There was no water for the 
congregation, and they assembled 
themselves against Moses and Aaron. 

3 The people thus contended 
with Moses and spoke, saying, “If 
only we had perished when our broth- 
ers perished before the Lorp! 

4 “RWhy then have you brought 
the Lorp’s assembly into this wilder- 
ness, for us and our beasts to die 
There? Ex 17:3 ¢ Lit there 

5 “Why have you made us come 
up from Egypt, to bring us in to this 
wretched place? It is not a place of 
grain or figs or vines or pomegran- 
ates, nor is there water to drink.” 

6 Then Moses and Aaron came 
in from the presence of the assembly 
to the doorway of the tent of meeting 
and ®fell on their faces. Then the glory 
of the Lorp appeared to them; Nu14:5 
2G,7 and the Lorp spoke to Moses, 

saying, 


The Water of Meribah 

8 “Take the rod; and you and 
your brother Aaron assemble the con- 
gregation and speak to the rock be- 
fore their eyes, that it may yield its 
water. You shall thus bring forth water 
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for them out of the rock and let the | 


congregation and their beasts drink.” 

9 So Moses took the rod from 
before the Lorp, just as He had com- 
manded him; 


the assembly before the rock. And he 


said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; — 


shall we bring forth water for you out 
of this rock?” Ps 106:33 


11 Then Moses lifted up his hand — 


and struck the rock twice with his 


rod; and Rwater came forth abun- — 
dantly, and the congregation and their | 


beasts drank. Ps 78:16; Is 48:21; 1 Co 10:4 


12 But the Lorp said to Moses and | 


Aaron, “Because you have not be- 


lieved Me, to treat Me as holy in the | 
sight of the sons of Israel, therefore | 
you shall not bring this assembly into | 


the land which I have given them.” 
13 Those were the waters of 


FMeribah, because the sons of Israel | 


contended with the Lorp, and He 
proved Himself holy among them. 

14 From Kadesh Moses then sent 
messengers to ®the king of Edom: 


“Thus your brother Israel has said, | 


‘You know all the hardship that has 
befallen us; 
15 that our fathers went down to 


Egypt, and we stayed in Egypt along | 


time, and the Egyptians treated us 
and our fathers badly. 

16 ‘But }when we cried out to the 
Lorp, He heard our voice and sent an 
angel and brought us out from Egypt; 
now behold, we are at Kadesh, a town 
on the edge of your territory. Ex 2:23; 3:7 

17 ‘Please let us pass through 
your land. We will not pass through 
field or through vineyard; we will not 


Nw 17:10 | 
10 and Moses and Aaron gathered | 


Ge 36:31-39; De 2:4 | 


even drink water from a well. We will | 
go along the king’s highway, not turn- | 
ing to the right or left, until we pass | 


through your territory.’” Nu 21:22 
18 Edom, however, said to him, 
“You shall not pass through Tus, or I 
will come out with the sword against 
you.” Nu 24:18 Lit me 
_ 19 Again, the sons of Israel said to 
him, “We will go up by the highway, 
and if I and ®my livestock do drink 
any of your water, ®then I will pay its 
price. Let me only pass through on my 
feet, nothing else.” Ex 12:38 © De 2:6, 28 


$20:7-13 20:13 Le. contention 


| captive. 


Meribah. 
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20 But he said, “RYou shall not 
pass through.” And Edom came out 
against him with a heavy "force and 
with a strong hand. Ju 11:17 ¢ Lit people 

21 Thus Edom refused to allow Is- 
rael to pass through his territory; ®so 
Israel turned away from him. De 2:8 

22 Now when they set out from 
Kadesh, the sons of Israel, the whole 
congregation, came to Mount Hor. 


Death of Aaron 

23 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
and Aaron at Mount Hor by the bor- 
der of the land of Edom, saying, 

24 “Aaron will be §gathered to his 


_ people; for he shall not enter the land 
_ which I have given to the sons of Is- 


rael, because ®you rebelled against 
My ‘command at the waters of 
Ge 25:8 ¢ Nu 20:5, 10 © Lit mouth 

25 “Take Aaron and his son 8E- 
leazar and bring them up to Mount 
Hor; Nu 3:4 

26 and strip Aaron of his gar- 
ments and put them on his son 


| Eleazar. So Aaron will be gathered to 


his people, and will die there.” 

27 So Moses did just as the Lorp 
had commanded, and they went up to 
Mount Hor in the sight of all the con- 
gregation. 

28 After Moses had_= stripped 
Aaron of his garments and ®put them 


- on his son Eleazar, ®Aaron died there 


on the mountain top. Then Moses and 
Eleazar came down from the moun- 
tain Ex 29:29 * Nu 33:38; De 10:6; 32:50 
29 When all the congregation saw 
that Aaron had died, all the house of 
Israel wept for Aaron thirty days. 


Arad Conquered 

2 When the Canaanite, the king of 
RArad, who lived in the ‘Negev, 

heard that Israel was coming by the 

way of FAtharim, then he fought 

against Israel and took some of them 

Nu 33:40; Jos 12:14; Ju 1:16 

2 So Israel made a vow to the 
Lorp and said, “If You will indeed de- 
liver this people into my hand, then I 
will utterly destroy their cities.” 

3 The Lorp heard the voice of Is- 
rael and delivered up the Canaanites; 
then they utterly destroyed them and 
their cities. Thus the name of the 
place was called ‘SHormah. Nu 14:45 
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bs 4 Then they set out from Mount 
Hor by the way of the 'Red Sea, to 
Rgo around the land of Edom; and the 
people became impatient because of 
the journey. Lit Sea of Reeds ¢ De 2:8 

5 The people spoke against God 
and Moses, “®Why have you brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilder- 
ness? For there is no Tfood and no 
water, and ®we loathe this miserable 
food.” Nu 14:2, 3 « Lit bread ¢ Nu 11:6 


The Bronze Serpent 
6 ®The Lorp sent fiery serpents 
among the people and &they bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel 
died. De 8:15 © Je 8:17° 1 Co 10:9 
7 So the people came to Moses 
and said, “We have sinned, because 
we have spoken against the Lorp and 
you; intercede with the Lorp, that He 
may remove the serpents from us.” 
And Moses interceded for the people. 
8 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Make a ®fiery serpent, and set itona 
standard; and it shall come about, that 
everyone who is bitten, when he looks 
at it, he will live.” Is 14:29; 30:6; Jo 3:14 
9 And Moses made a ®bronze 
serpent and set it on the standard; and 
it came about, that if a serpent bit any 
man, when he looked to the bronze 
serpent, he lived. 2 Ki 18:4; Jo 3:14, 15 
10 Now the sons of Israel moved 
out and camped in Oboth. —_Nw 33:43, 44 
11 They journeyed from Oboth 
and camped at lye-abarim, in the 
wilderness which is opposite Moab, to 
the Teast. Lit sunrise 
12 ®From there they set out and 
camped in 'Wadi Zered. Nu 33:45 
13 From there they journeyed and 
camped on the other side of the 
Arnon, which is in the wilderness that 
comes out of the border of the Amor- 
ites, ®for the Arnon is the border of 
Moab, between Moab and the Amor- 
ites. Nu 22:36; Ju 11:18 
14 Therefore it is said in the Book 
of the Wars of the Lorn, 
“Waheb in Suphah, 
And the wadis of the Arnon, 
15 And the slope of the wadis 
That extends to the site of RAr, 


21:1 I.e. South country 21:1 Or the spies 21:3 Le.a 
devoted thing; or Destruction ‘%21:4-9 21:12Le.a 
dry ravine except during rainy season 
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And leans to the border of 
M ¥ Nu 21:28; De 2:9, 18, 29 
16 From there they continued to 
Beer, that is the well where the LorpD 
said to Moses, “Assemble the people, 
that I may give them water.” Nu 33:46-49 
17 Then Israel sang this song: 
“Spring up, O well! Sing to it! 
18 “The well, which the leaders 
sank, 
Which the nobles of the 
people dug, 
With the scepter and with 
their staffs.” 
And from the wilderness they con- 
tinued to Mattanah, 
19 and from Mattanah to Na- 
haliel, and from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 
20 and from Bamoth to the valley 
that is in the land of Moab, at the top 
of Pisgah which overlooks the ™waste- 
land. Or Jeshimon 


Two Victories 

21 Then Israel sent messengers to 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying, 

22 “RLet me pass through your 
land. We will not turn off into field or 
vineyard; we will not drink water 
from wells. We will go by the king’s 
highway until we have passed 
through your border.” Nu 20:16, 17 

23 ®But Sihon would not permit 
Israel to pass through his border. So 
Sihon gathered all his people and 
went out against Israel in the wilder- 
ness, and came to §Jahaz and fought 
against Israel. Nu 20:21 © De 2:32 

24 Then ®Israel struck him with 
the edge of the sword, and took pos- 
session of his land from the Arnon to 
the Jabbok, as far. as the sons of 
Ammon; for the border of the sons of 
Ammon was Jazer. Am 2:9 ¢ De 2:37 

25 Israel took all these cities and 
RIsrael lived in all the cities of the 
Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all her 
Tvillages. Am 2:10 ¢ Lit daughters 

26 For Heshbon was the city of 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, who had 
fought against the former king of 
Moab and had taken all his land out 
of his hand, as far as the Arnon. 

27 Therefore those who use 
proverbs say, 

“Come to Heshbon! Let it be 
built! 
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- So let the city of Sihon be 
established. 
28 “8For a fire went forth from 
Heshbon, 
A flame from the town of 


ihon; 
It devoured ®Ar of Moab, 
The dominant heights of the 
Arnon. 
29 “Woe to you, O Moab! 
You are ruined, O people of 
Chemosh! 
He has given his sons as 
fugitives, 
And his daughters into 
captivity, 
To an Amorite king, Sihon: 
30 “But we have cast them down, 
Heshbon is ruined as far as 


Dibon, 
Then we have laid waste even 
to Nophah, 
Which reaches to Medeba.” 
31 Thus Israel lived in the land of | 
the Amorites. 


32 Moses sent to spy out ®Jazer, © 


and they captured its villages and dis- 
possessed the Amorites who were 
there. Nu 32:1, 3, 35; Je 48:32 


33 8Then they turned and went up © 


by the way of Bashan, and Og the 


king of Bashan went out with all his | 
De3:1-7 | 


people, for battle at Edrei. 
34 But the Lorp said to Moses, 


Je 48:45 ¢ Nu 21:15 | 


: 


| 


“RDo not fear him, for I have given — 
him into your hand, and all his people — 
and his land; and you shall do to him | 


as you did to Sihon, king of the Amor- 
ites, who lived at Heshbon.” 

35 So &they ‘killed him and his 
sons and all his people, until there 
was no remnant left him; and they 
possessed his land. De 3:3, 4 © Lit smote 


Balak Sends for Balaam 
VA AR ord the sons of Israel jour- 
neyed, and camped in the plains 
of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite 
Jericho. Nu 33:48; 49 
2 Now Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites. Ju 11:25 
3 8So Moab was in great fear be- 
cause of the people, for they were nu- 
merous; and Moab was in dread of the 
sons of Israel. Ex 15:15 
_4 Moab said to the elders of 
XMidian, “Now this Thorde will lick up 


De 3:2 | 
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all that is around us, as the ox licks 
up the grass of the field.” And Balak 
the son of Zippor was king of Moab at 
| that time. Nu 25:15-18; 31:1-3 Lit assembly 

5 So he sent messengers to ®Bal- 
aam the son of Beor, at RPethor, 
which is near the FRiver, in the land 
of the sons of his people, to call him, 
saying, “Behold, a people came out of 
Egypt; behold, they cover the surface 
of the land, and they are living oppo- 
site aye Jos 24:9: 2 Pe 2:15f; Jude 11 « De 23:4 

6 “Now, therefore, please come, 
Rcurse this people for me since they 
_ are too mighty for me; perhaps I may 
' be able to defeat them and drive them 
' out of the land. For I know that he 
_ whom you bless is blessed, and he 
whom you curse is cursed.” Nu 22:12; 24:9 
7 So the elders of Moab and the 
~ elders of Midian departed with the 
fees for 8divination in their hand; and 
they came to Balaam and repeated 
Balak’s words to him. Nu 23:23; 24:1; Jos 13:22 

8 He said to them, “Spend the 
night here, and | will bring word back 
to you as the Lorp may speak to me.” 
And the leaders of Moab stayed with 
Balaam. 

9 Then 8God came to Balaam 
and said, “Who are these men with 
you?” Ge 20:3 

10 Balaam said to God, “Balak the 
son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent 
word to me, 

11 ‘Behold, there is a people who 
came out of Egypt and they cover the 
surface of the land; now come, curse 
them for me; perhaps I may be able to 
fight against them and drive them 
Out.” 

12 God said to Balaam, “Do not go 
with them; you shall not curse the 
people, for they are blessed.” 

13 So Balaam arose in the morn- 
ing and said to Balak’s leaders, “Go 
back to your land, for the Lorp has 
refused to let me go with you.” 

14 The leaders of Moab arose and 
went to Balak and said, “Balaam re- 
fused to come with us.” 

15 Then Balak again sent leaders, 
more numerous and more distin- 
guished than ‘the former. Lit these 

16 They came to Balaam and said 
to him, “Thus says Balak the son of 
Zippor, ‘Let nothing, I beg you, hinder 
you from coming to me; 
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17 for I will indeed honor you 
richly, and I will do whatever you say 
to me. ®Please come then, SE this 
people for me.’” u 22:6 

18 Balaam replied to the aie 
of Balak, “Though Balak were to give 
me his house full of silver and gold, I 
could not do anything, either small or 
great, contrary to the 7?command of 
the Lorp my God. Lit mouth 

19 “Now please, you also stay 
here tonight, and I will find out what 
else the Lorp will speak to me.” 

20 God came to Balaam at night 
and said to him, “If the men have 
come to call you, rise up and go with 
them; but only the word which I speak 
to you shall you do.” —. 

21 ®So Balaam arose in the morn- 
ing, and saddled his donkey and went 
with the leaders of Moab. 2 Pe 2:15 


The Angel and Balaam 

22 But God was angry because he 
was going, and the angel of the Lorp 
took his stand in the way as an adver- 
sary against him. Now he was riding 
on his donkey and his two servants 
were with him. Ex 23:20 

23 When the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lorp standing in the way 
with his drawn sword in his hand, the 
donkey turned off from the way and 
went into the field; but Balaam struck 
the donkey to turn her back into the 
way. 

24 Then the angel of the Lorp 
stood in a narrow path of the vine- 
yards, with a wall on this side and a 
wall on that side. 

25 When the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lorp, she pressed herself 
to the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot 
against the wall, so he struck her 
again. 

26 The angel of the Lorp went fur- 
ther, and stood in a narrow place 
where there was no way to turn to the 
right hand or the left. 

27 When the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lorp, she lay down under 
Balaam; so Balaam was angry and 
struck the donkey with his stick. 

28 And &the Lorp opened the 
“fs mouth of the donkey, and she said 
to Balaam, “What have I done to you, 


22:5 Le. Euphrates “22:28-31 
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that you have struck me these three 
times?” 2 Pe 2:16 

29 Then Balaam said to the don- 
key, “Because you have made a mock- 
ery of me! If there had been a sword 
in my hand, 81 would have killed you 
by now.” Pr 12:10; Ma 15:19 

30 The donkey said to Balaam, 
“Am I not your donkey on which you 
have ridden all your life to this day? 
Have I ever been accustomed to do so 
to you?” And he said, “No.” 

31 Then the Lorp opened the eyes 
of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the Lorp standing in the way with his 
drawn sword in his hand; and he 
bowed all the way to the ground. 

32 The angel of the Lorp said to 
him, “Why have you struck your don- 
key these three times? Behold, I have 
come out as an adversary, because 
your way was ®contrary to me. 2 Pe 2:15 

33 “But the donkey saw me and 
turned aside from me these three 
times. If she had not turned aside 
from me, I would surely have killed 
you just now, and let her live.” 

34 Balaam said to the angel of the 
Lorp, “I have sinned, for I did not 
know that you were standing in the 
way against me. Now then, if it is dis- 
pleasing to you, I will turn back.” 

35 But the angel of the Lorp said 
to Balaam, “Go with the men, but ®you 
shall speak only the word which I "tell 
you.” So Balaam went along with the 
leaders of Balak. Nu 22:20 ¢ Or speak to 

36 When Balak heard that Balaam 
was coming, he went out to meet him 
at the city of Moab, which is on the 
Arnon border, ‘at the extreme end of 
the border. Lit which is at 

37 Then Balak said to Balaam, 
“Did I not urgently send to you to call 
you? Why did you not come to me? 
Am [really unable to honor you?” 

38 So Balaam said to Balak, “Be- 
hold, I have come now to you! Am I 
able to speak anything at all? The 
word that God puts in my mouth, that 
I shall speak.” Nu 22:18 

39 And Balaam went with Balak, 
and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 

40 Balak sacrificed oxen and 
sheep, and sent some to Balaam and 
the leaders who were with him. 

41 Then it came about in the 
morning that Balak took Balaam and 
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brought him up to "the high places of 
Baal, and he saw from there a Rpor- 
tion of the people. Nu 21:28 Nu 23:13 


The Prophecies of Balaam 

2 Then Balaam said to Balak, 
“Build seven altars for me here, 

and prepare seven bulls and seven 

rams for me here.” 

2 Balak did just as Balaam had 
spoken, and Balak and Balaam of- 
fered up a bull and a ram on each 
altar. 

3 Then Balaam said to Balak, 
“Stand beside your burnt offering, 
and I will go; perhaps the Lorp will 
come to meet me, and whatever He 
shows me I will tell you.” So he went 
to a bare hill. 

4 Now God met Balaam, and he 
said to Him, “I have set up the seven 
altars, and I have offered up a bull 
and a ram on each altar.” 

5 Then the Lorp put a word in 
Balaam’s mouth and said, “Return to 
Balak, and you shall speak thus.” 

6 So he returned to him, and be- 
hold, he was standing beside his burnt 
offering, he and all the leaders of 
Moab. 

eit He took up his Fdiscourse and 
said, 
“From Aram Balak has brought 


me, 

Moab’s king from the 
mountains of the East, 

‘Come curse Jacob for me, 

And come, denounce Israel!’ 

8 “RHow shall I curse whom God 
has not cursed? 

And how can I denounce 
whom the Lorp has not 
denounced? Nu 22:12 

9 “As I see him from the top of 
the rocks, 

And I look at him from the 
hills; 

RBehold, a people who dwells 
apart, 

And will not be reckoned 
among the nations. De 32:8: 33:28 

10 “Who can count the dust of 
Jacob, 

Or number the fourth part of 

Israel? 


23:7 Lit parable 


- speak.” 
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Let me die the death of the 
upright, 
And let my end be like his!” 
11 Then Balak said to Balaam, 
“What have you done to me? I took 
you to curse my enemies, but behold, 
you have actually blessed them!” 

12 He replied, “Must I not be care- 
ful to speak what the Lorp puts in 
my mouth?” Nu 22:20 

13 Then Balak said to him, 
“Please come with me to another 
place from where you may see them, 
although you will only see the ex- 
treme end of them and will not see all 
of them; and curse them for me from 
there.” 

14 So he took him to the field of 
Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built 
seven altars and offered a bull anda 


~ ram on each altar. 


15 And he said to Balak, “Stand 
here beside your burnt offering while 
I myself meet the Lorp over there.” 

16 Then the Lorp met Balaam and 
Rput a word in his mouth and said, 
“Return to Balak, and thus you shall 
Nu 22:20 

17 Hecameto him, and behold, he 
was standing beside his burnt offer- 
ing, and the leaders of Moab with 
him. And Balak said to him, “What 
has the Lorp spoken?” 

18 Then he took up his ‘discourse 
and said, 

“Arise, O Balak, and hear; 
Give ear to me, O son of 
Zippor! 
19 “RGod is not a man, that He 
should lie, 
Nor a son of man, that He 
should repent; 
Has He said, and will He not 
do it? 
Or has He spoken, and will He 
not make it good? 1 Sa 15:29 
20 “Behold, I have received a 
command to bless; 
When He has blessed, then ®I 
cannot revoke it. Is 43:13 
21 “He has not observed 
misfortune in Jacob; 
Nor has He seen trouble in 
Israel; 
RThe Lorp his God is with 


him, Mong 
And the shout of a king is 
among them. Ex 3:12; De 31:23 
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22 “RGod brings them out of 
Egypt, 
He is for them like the horns 
of the wild Ox. Nu 24:8 « De 33:17 
23 “RFor there is no omen against 
Jacob, 
Nor is there any divination 
against Israel; 
At the proper time it shall be 
said to Jacob 
And to Israel, what God has 


done! Nu 22:7; 24:1; Jos 13:22 
24 “RBehold, a people rises like a 
lioness, 


Andasa lion it lifts itself; 

It will not lie down until it 
devours the prey, 

And drinks the blood of the 
slain.” Ge 49:9; Na 2:11, 12 

25 Then Balak said to Balaam, 
“Do not curse them at all nor bless 
them at all!” 

26 But Balaam replied to Balak, 
“Did I not tell you, ‘“Whatever the 
Lorp speaks, that I must do’?” Nu22:18 

27 Then Balak said to Balaam, 
“Please come, I will take you to an- 
other place; perhaps it will be Tagree- 
able with God that you curse them for 
me from there.” Lit right in the sight of God 

28 So Balak took Balaam to the 
top of Peor which overlooks the 
Twasteland. Or Jeshimon 

29 Balaam said to Balak, “Build 
seven altars for me here and prepare 
seven bulls and seven rams for me 
here.” 

30 Balak did just as Balaam had 
said, and offered up a bull and a ram 
on each altar. 


The Prophecy from Peor 
2 When Balaam saw that it 
pleased the Lorp to bless Israel, 
he did not go as at other times to seek 
Romens but he set his face toward the 
wilderness. Nu 22:7; 23:23 
2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes 
and saw Israel ‘camping tribe by 
tribe; and ®the Spirit of God came 
upon him. Lit dwelling « Nu 11:26; 1 Sa 19:20; Re 1:10 
3 He took up his discourse and 
said, 
“The oracle of Balaam the son 
of Beor, 


23:18 Lit parable 
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And the oracie of the man 
whose eye is opened; 

4 The oracle of him who hears 

the words of God, 

Who sees the vision of the 
Almighty, ; 

Falling down, yet having his 
eyes uncovered, Nu 22:20 

5 How fair are your tents, O 

Jacob, 

Your dwellings, O Israel! 

6 “Like valleys that stretch out, 
Like gardens beside the river, 
Like Raloes planted by the 

Lorp, 
Like ®cedars beside the 
waters. Ps 45:8 © Ps 1:3 

7 “Water will flow from his 

buckets, 

And his seed will be by many 
waters, 

And his king shall be higher 
than kAgag, 

And his kingdom shall be 
exalted. Nu 24:20; 1 Sa 15:8 
8 “RGod brings him out of Egypt, 
He is for him like the horns of 
the wild ox. 

RHe will devour the nations 
who are his adversaries, 

And will crush their bones in 
pieces, 

And shatter them with his 
arrows. Nu 23:22 ¢ Nu 23:24; Ps 2:9 

9 “RHe couches, he lies down as a 

lion, 

And as a lion, who dares 
rouse him? 

Blessed is everyone who 
blesses you, 

And cursed is everyone who 
curses you.” Ge 49:9: Nu 23:24 

10 Then Balak’s anger burned 
against Balaam, and he struck his 
hands together; and Balak said to Bal- 
aam, “I called you to curse my ene- 
mies, but behold, you have persisted 
in blessing them these three times! 

11 “Therefore, ‘flee to your place 
now. I said I would honor you greatly, 
but behold, the Lorp has held you 
back from honor.” Lit flee for yourself 

12 Balaam said to Balak, “Did I 
not tell your messengers whom you 
had sent to me, saying, Nu 22:18 

_ 13 ‘Though Balak were to give me 
his house full of silver and gold, I 
could not do anything contrary to the 
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command of the Lorp, either good or 
bad, 8of my own accord. What the 
Lorp speaks, that I will speak’? Nu 16:28 
14 “And now, behold, I am going 
to my people; come, and I will advise 
you what this people will do to your 
people in the days to come.” 
15 He took up his discourse and 
said, 
“RThe oracle of Balaam the son 
of Beor, 
And the oracle of the man 
whose eye is opened, Nu 24:3, 4 
16 The oracle of him who hears 
the Twords of God, 
And knows the knowledge of 
the Most High, 
Who sees the vision of the 
Almighty, 
Falling down, yet having his 
eyes uncovered. Lit sayings 
sf 17 “I see him, but not now; 
I behold him, but not near; 
A star shall come forth from 


Jacob, 
RA scepter shall rise from 


Israel, 
RAnd shall crush through the 
forehead of Moab, 
And tear down all the sons of 
FSheth. Ge 49:10 Nu 21:29; Is 15:1-16:14 
18 “8Edom shall be a possession, 
Seir, its enemies, also will be a 


possession, 
While Israel performs 
valiantly. Ge 27:29; Am 9:11, 12 


19 “One from Jacob shall have 
dominion, 
And will destroy the remnant 
from the city.” 
20 And he looked at Amalek and 
took up his discourse and said, 
“Amalek was the first of the 
nations, 
RBut his end shall be 
destruction.” Nu 24:24 
21 And he looked at the ®Kenite, 
and took up his discourse and said, 
“Your dwelling place is 
enduring, 
And your nest is set in the 
Clit. Ge 15:19 
22 “Nevertheless Kain will be 
consumed; 
How long will .Asshur keep 
you Captive?” Ge 10:21, 22 « Lit take 


424:17-Lk 3:34 24:17 Le. tumult 
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23 Then he took up his discourse 
and said, 
“Alas, who can live 
except God 
has ordained it? 
24 “But ships shall come 
from the coast of Kittim, 
And they shall afflict 
Asshur and will afflict 
REber 
So finer: also will come to 
destruction.” Ge 10:4; Eze 27:6 
25 Then Balaam arose and de- 
parted and returned to 8his place, and 
Balak also went his way. Nu 24:14 


The Sin of Peor 

2 eager Israel remained at ®Shit- 
tim, the people began to play 

the harlot with the daughters of 

Moab. Nu 33:49; Jos 2:1 ¢ Nu 31:16; 1 Co 10:8; Re 2:14 

2 For they invited the people to 
the sacrifices of their gods, and the 
people ate and bowed down to their 
gods. Ex 34:15; De 32:38 

3 So 8Israel joined themselves to 
TBaal of Peor, and the Lorp was angry 
against Israel. Ps 106:28, 29; Ho 9:10 e Or Baal-peor 

4 The Lorp said to Moses, “Take 
all the leaders of the people and exe- 
cute them in broad daylight before the 
Lorp, so that the fierce anger of the 
LorpD may turn away from Israel.” 

5 So Moses said to the judges of 
Israel, “Each of you slay his men who 
have joined themselves to ‘Baal of 
Peor.” Ex 32:27 © Or Baal-peor 

6 Then behold, one of the sons of 
Israel came and brought to his rela- 
tives a Midianite woman, in the sight 
of Moses and in the sight of all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel, 
while they were weeping at the door- 
way of the tent of meeting. Nu 22:4 

7 8When Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, 
saw it, he arose from the midst of the 
congregation and took a spear in his 
hand, Ps 106:30 

8 and he went after the man of 
Israel into the Ttent and pierced both 
of them through, the man of Israel 
and the woman, through the body. ®So 
the plague on the sons of Israel was 
checked. Or inner rooms ¢ Nu 16:46-48 

9 RThose who died by the plague 
were 24,000. Nu 14:37; 16:48-50; 31:16 


St eee a en en aR rR a ee 
18] 


NUMBERS 26:4 


The Zeal of Phinehas 

10 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

11 “8Phinehas the son of Eleazar, 
the son of Aaron the priest, has turned 
away My wrath from the sons of Is- 
rael in that he was jealous with My 
jealousy among them, so that I did not 
destroy the sons of Israel 8in My jeal- 
OUSY. Ps 106:30 © Ex 20:5 

1 “Therefore say, ‘“Behold, I give 
him My covenant of peace; _ Ps 106:30, 31 

13 and it shall be for him and his 
descendants after him, a covenant of 
a perpetual priesthood, because he 
was jealous for his God and made 
atonement for the sons of Israel.” 

14 Now the name of the ‘slain 
man of Israel who was slain with the 
Midianite woman, was Zimri the son 
of Salu, a leader of a father’s house- 
hold among the Simeonites. Lit smitten 

15 The name of the Midianite 
woman who was ‘slain was ®Cozbi 
the daughter of 8Zur, who was head 
of the people of a father’s household 
in Midian. Lit smitten + Nu 25:18 « Nu 31:8 « Lit he 

16 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying 

7 “RBe hostile to the Midianites 
and strike them; Nu 25:1; 22:4; 31:1-3 

18 for they have been hostile to 
you with their tricks, with which they 
have deceived you in the affair of Peor 
and in the affair of Cozbi, the daugh- 
ter of the leader of Midian, their sister 
who was slain on the day of the 
plague because of Peor.” 


Census of a New Generation 
2 Gus it came about after the 
plague, that the Lorp spoke to 
Moses and to Eleazar the son of 
Aaron the priest, Saying, ch 25:19 inHe 
2 “Take a ‘census of all the con- 
gregation of the sons of Israel from 
twenty years old and upward, by their 
fathers’ households, whoever is able 
to go out to war in Israel.” Lit sum 
3 So Moses and Eleazar the 
priest spoke with them "in the plains 
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, say- 
1ng, Nu 22:1; 33:48; 35:1 
4 “Take a census of the people 
from twenty years old and upward, as 
the Lorp has commanded Moses.” 
Now the sons of Israel who came 
out of the land of Egypt were: 
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5 Reuben, Israel’s firstborn, the 
sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the family 
of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the family 
of the Palluites; 

6 of Hezron, the family of the 
Hezronites; of Carmi, the family of 
the Carmites. 

7 These are the families of the 
Reubenites, and those who were num- 
bered of them were 843,730. Nu 1:21 

8 The son of Pallu: Eliab. 

9 The sons of Eliab: Nemuel and 
Dathan and Abiram. These are the 
Dathan and Abiram who were &called 
by the congregation, who contended 
against Moses and against Aaron in 
the company of Korah, when they 
contended against the LorRD, Nu 1:16; 16:2 

10 and the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them up along 
with Korah, when that company died, 
when the fire devoured 250 men, so 
that they became a warning. Nu 16:32 

11 ®The sons of Korah, however, 
did not die. Nu 16:27, 33; De 24:16 

12 The sons of Simeon according 
to their families: of Nemuel, the fam- 
ily of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the 
family of the Jaminites; of Jachin, the 
family of the Jachinites; 

13 of 'Zerah, the family of the 
Zerahites; of Shaul, the family of the 
Shaulites. In Ge 46:10, Zohar 

14 These are the families of the 
Simeonites, 822,200. Nu 1:23 

15 The sons of Gad according to 
their families: of 'Zephon, the family 
of the Zephonites; of Haggi, the fam- 
ily of the Haggites; of Shuni, the fam- 
ily of the Shunites; In Ge 46:16, Ziphion 

16 of 'Ozni, the family of the 
Oznites; of Eri, the family of the 
Erites; In Ge 46:16, Ezbon 

17 of ‘Arod, the family of the Aro- 
dites; of Areli, the family of the Are- 
lites. In Ge 46:16, Arodi 

18 These are the families of the 
sons of Gad according to those who 
were numbered of them, 40,500. 

19 The 8sons of Judah were Er 
and Onan, but Er and Onan died in 
the land of Canaan. Ge 38:2; 46:12 

20 The sons of Judah according to 
their families were: of Shelah, the 
family of the Shelanites; of Perez, the 
family of the Perezites; of Zerah, 
the family of the Zerahites. 

21 The sons of Perez were: of 
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Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; 
of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 
22 These are the families of Judah 
according to those who were num- 
bered of them, 876,500. Nu 1:27 
23 The 8sons of Issachar accord- 
ing to their families: of Tola, the fam- 
ily of the Tolaites; of Puvah, the family 
of the Punites; Ge 46:13; 1 Ch 7:1 
24 of ‘Jashub, the family of the 
Jashubites; of Shimron, the family of 
the Shimronites. In Ge 46:13, Iob 
25 These are the families of Is- 
sachar according to those who were 
numbered of them, 864,300. Nu 1:29 
26 The 8sons of Zebulun accord- 
ing to their families: of Sered, the 
family of the Seredites; of Elon, the 
family of the Elonites; of Jahleel, 
the family of the Jahleelites. Ge 46:14 
27 These are the families of the 
Zebulunites according to those who 
were numbered of them, 60,500. 

28 The 8sons of Joseph according 
to their families: Manasseh and 
Ephraim. Ge 46:20; De 33:16f 

29 The sons of Manasseh: of 
Machir, the family of the Machirites; 
and ®Machir "became the father of 
Gilead: of Gilead, the family of the 
Gileadites. Jos 17:1; 1 Ch 7:14f « Lit begot 

30 These are the sons of Gilead: of 
Iezer, the family of the Iezerites; of 
Helek, the family of the Helekites; 

31 and of Asriel, the family of the 
Asrielites; and of Shechem, the family 
of the Shechemites; 

32 and of Shemida, the family of 
the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the 
family of the Hepherites. 

33 Now Zelophehad the son of 
Hepher had no sons, but only daugh- 
ters; and ®the names of the daughters 
of Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, 
Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. Nu 27:1 

34 These are the families of Man- 
asseh; and those who were numbered 
of them were 852,700. Nu 1:35 

35 These are the sons of Ephraim 
according to their families: of Shuthe- 
lah, the family of the Shuthelahites; 
of ‘Becher, the family of the 
Becherites; of Tahan, the family of the 
Tahanites. In 1 Ch 7:20, Bered 

36 These are the sons of Shuthe- 
ne of Eran, the family of the Eran- 
ites. 

37 These are the families of the 


183 


sons of Ephraim according to those 
who were numbered of them, 832,500. 
These are the sons of Joseph accord- 
ing to their families. Nu 1:33 
_ 38 The sons of Benjamin accord- 
ing to their families: of Bela, the fam- 
ily of the Belaites; of Ashbel, the 
family of the Ashbelites; of Ahiram, 
the family of the Ahiramites; 

39 of Shephupham, the family of 
the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the 
family of the Huphamites. 

40 The sons of Bela were TArd and 
Naaman: of Ard, the family of the 
Ardites; of Naaman, the family of the 
Naamites. In 1 Ch 8:3, Addar 

41 These are the sons of Benjamin 
according to their families; and those 
who were numbered of them were 
R45,600. Nu 1:37 

42 These are the sons of Dan ac- 
cording to their families: of "Shuham, 
the family of the Shuhamites. These 
are the families of Dan according to 
their families. In Ge 46:23, Hushim 

43 All the families of the 
Shuhamites, according to those who 
were numbered of them, were 
R64,400. Nu 1:39 

44 The sons of Asher according 
to their families: of Imnah, the family 
of the Imnites; of Ishvi, the family of 
the Ishvites; of Beriah, the family of 
the Beriites. Ge 46:17; 1 Ch 7:30 

45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, 
the family of the Heberites; of 
Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites. 

46 The name of the daughter of 
Asher was Serah. 

47 These are the families of the 
sons of Asher according to those who 
were numbered of them, 53,400. 

48 The ®sons of Naphtali accord- 
ing to their families: of Jahzeel, the 
family of the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the 
family of the Gunites; Ge 46:24; 1 Ch 7:13 

49 of Jezer, the family of the 
Jezerites; of ®Shillem, the family of 
the Shillemites. 1 Ch 7:13 

50 These are the families of Naph- 
tali according to their families; and 
those who were numbered of them 
were 845,400. Nu 1:43 

51 These are those who were 
numbered of the sons of Israel, 
R601,730. Ex 12:37; 38:26; Nu 1:46; 11:21 

52 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 
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53 “TAmong these the land shall 
be divided for an inheritance accord- 
ing to the number of names. Lit To 
_ 54 “To the larger group you shall 
increase their inheritance, and to the 
smaller group you shall diminish their 
inheritance; each shall be given their 
inheritance according to those who 
were numbered of them. Nu 33:54 

55 “But the land shall be 8&divided 
by lot. They shall receive their inheri- 
tance according to the names of the 
tribes of their fathers. Nu 33:54; 34:13 

56 “According to the selection by 
lot, their inheritance shall be divided 
between the larger and the smaller 
groups.” 

57 These are those who were 
numbered of the Levites according to 
their families: of Gershon, the family 
of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the 
family of the Kohathites; of Merari, 
the family of the Merarites. 

58 These are the families of Levi: 
the family of the Libnites, the family 
of the Hebronites, the family of the 
Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, 
the family of the Korahites. Kohath 
became the father of Amram.  Ex6:20 

59 The name of Amram’s wife 

was Jochebed, the daughter of 
Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; 
and she bore to Amram: Aaron and 
Moses and their sister Miriam. 

60 ®To Aaron were born Nadab 
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. nu3.2 

61 RBut Nadab and Abihu died 
when they offered strange fire before 
the Lorp. Le 10:1, 2; Nu 3:4 

62 Those who were numbered of 
them were 23,000, every male from a 
month old and upward, for they were 
not numbered among the sons of Is- 
rael since no inheritance was given to 
them among the sons of Israel. 

63 These are those who were 
numbered by Moses and Eleazar the 
priest, who numbered the sons of Is- 
rael in the plains of Moab by the Jor- 
dan at Jericho. 

64 But among these there was not 
a man of those who were numbered 
by Moses and Aaron the priest, who 
numbered the sons of Israel in the 
wilderness of Sinai. 

65 For the Lorp had said ‘of them, 
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“They shall surely die in the wilder- 
ness.” And not a man was left of them, 
except Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
and Joshua the son of Nun. Or to 


A Law of Inheritance 
2 Then &the daughters. of 
Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, 
the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, 
the son of Manasseh, of the families 
of Manasseh the son of Joseph, came 
near; and these are the names of his 
daughters: Mahlah, Noah and Hoglah 
and Milcah and Tirzah. Nu 26:33; 36:1 

2 They stood before Moses and 

before Eleazar the priest and before 
the leaders and all the congregation, 
at the doorway of the tent of meeting, 
saying, 
3 “Our father died in the wil- 
derness, yet he was not among the 
company of those who gathered 
themselves together against the Lorp 
in the company of Korah; but he died 
in his own sin, and he had no sons. 

4 “Why should the name of our 
father be withdrawn from among his 
family because he had no son? Give 
us a possession among our father’s 
brothers.” 

5 So Moses brought their case 
before the Lorp. Nu 9:8; 27:21 

6 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

7 “kThe daughters of Zelophehad 
are right in their statements. You shall 
surely give them a hereditary posses- 
sion among their father’s brothers, 
and you shall transfer the inheritance 
of their father to them. Nu 36:2; Jos 17:4 

8 “Further, you shall speak to the 
sons of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies 
and has no son, then you shall trans- 
fer his inheritance to his daughter. 

9 ‘If he has no daughter, then you 
shall give his inheritance to his broth- 
ers. 

10 ‘If he has no brothers, then you 
shall give his inheritance to his fa- 
ther’s brothers. 

11 ‘If his father has no brothers, 
then you shall give his inheritance to 
his nearest relative in his own family, 
and he shall possess it; and it shall be 
a ®statutory ordinance to the sons of 
Israel, just as the Lorp commanded 
Moses.’” Nu 35:29 

12 ®Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
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“Go up to this mountain of Abarim, 
and see the land which I have given to 
the sons of Israel. De 3:23-27; 32:48-52 

13 “When you have seen it, you 
too ®will be gathered to your people, 
as Aaron your brother was; Nu 31:2 

14 for in the wilderness of Zin, 
during the strife of the congregation, 
Ryou rebelled against My ‘command 
to treat Me as holy before their eyes at 
the water.” (These are the waters of 
Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness 
of Zin.) — Nu 20:12; De 32:51; Ps 106:32 ¢ Lit mouth 


Joshua to Succeed Moses 

15 Then Moses spoke to the Lorpb, 
saying, 

16 “RMay the Lorp, the God of the 
spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over 
the congregation, Nu 16:22 

17 who will go out and come in 
before them, and who will lead them 
out and bring them in, so that the con- 
gregation of the Lorp will not be like 
sheep which have no shepherd.” 

18 So the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man 
Rin whom is the Spirit, and Slay your 
hand on him; Nu 11:25-29; De 34:9 © Nu 27:23 

19 and have him stand before 
Eleazar the priest and before all the 
congregation, and commission him 
in their sight. De 3:28; 31:3, 7, 8, 23 

20 “You shall put some of your 
Tauthority on him, in order that all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel may 
obey him. Lit majesty 

21 “Moreover, he shall stand be- 
fore Eleazar the priest, who shall in- 
quire for him by the judgment of the 
Urim before the Lorp. At his Tcom- 
mand they shall go out and at his 
command they shall come in, both he 
and the sons of Israel with him, even 
all the congregation.” Lit mouth 

22 Moses did just as the Lorp 
commanded him; and he took Joshua 
and set him before Eleazar the priest 
and before ali the congregation. 

23 Then he laid his hands on him 
and commissioned him, just as the 
Lorp had spoken through Moses. 


Laws for Offerings 
2 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 
2 “Command the sons of Israel 
and say to them, ‘You shall be careful 
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to present My offering, My food for 
My offerings by fire, of a soothing 
aroma to Me, at their appointed time,’ 
3CPYou shall say to them, ‘This is 
the offering by fire which you shall 
offer to the Lorp: two male lambs one 
year old without defect as a continual 
burnt offering every day. Ex 29:38-42 

4 ‘You shall offer the one lamb in 
the morning and the other lamb you 
shall offer at twilight; 

5 also a tenth of an ephah of fine 
flour for a grain offering, mixed with 
a fourth of a hin of beaten oil. 

6 ‘It is a continual burnt offering 
which was ordained in Mount Sinai 
as a soothing aroma, an offering by 
fire to the Lorp. 

7 ‘Then the drink offering with it 
shall be a fourth of a hin for each 
lamb, ®in the holy place you shall 
pour out a drink offering of strong 
drink to the Lorp. Ex 29:42 

8 ‘The other lamb you shall offer 
at twilight; as the grain offering of the 
morning and as its drink offering, you 
shall offer it, an offering by fire, a 
soothing aroma to the Lorp. 

9 ‘Then on the sabbath day two 
male lambs one year old without de- 
fect, and two-tenths of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain of- 
fering, and its drink offering: 

10 ‘This is the burnt offering of 
every sabbath in addition to the ®con- 
tinual burnt offering and its drink of- 
fering Nu 28:3 

IL “Then Rat the beginning of each 
of your months you shall present a 
burnt offering to the Lorp: two bulls 
and one ram, seven male lambs one 
year old without defect; Nu 10:10; Eze 46:6,7 

12 Rand three-tenths of an ephah 
of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering, for each bull; and two-tenths 
of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain 
offering, for the one ram; Nu 15:4-12 

13 anda tenth of an tephah of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a grain offer- 
ing for each lamb, for a burnt offer- 
ing of a soothing aroma, an offering 
by fire to the LorbD. Ie. Approx one bu 

14 ‘Their drink offerings shall be 
half a hin of wine for a bull and a 
third of a hin for the ram and a fourth 
of a hin for a lamb; this is the burnt of- 
fering of each month throughout the 
months of the year. 
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15 ‘And one male goat for a sin of- 
fering to the Lorp; it shall be offered 
with its drink offering in addition to 
the ®continual burnt offering. nu 28:3 

16 ‘*Then on the fourteenth day of 
the first month shall be the Lorp’s 
Passover. Ex 12:1-20; Le 23:5-8; De 16:1-8 

17 ‘On the fifteenth day of this 
month shall be a feast, unleavened 
bread shall be eaten for seven days. 

18 ‘On the Rfirst day shall be a 
holy convocation; you shall do no la- 
borious work. Le 23:7 

19 “You shall present an offering 
by fire, a burnt offering to the Lorp: 
two ‘bulls and one ram and seven 
male lambs one year old, having them 
without defect. Or bulls of the herd 

20 ‘For their grain offering, you 
shall offer fine flour mixed with oil: 
three-tenths of an ephah for a bull 
and two-tenths for the ram. 

21 ‘A tenth of an ephah you shall 
offer for each of the seven lambs; 

22 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering to make atonement for you. 

23 ‘You shall present these be- 
sides the burnt offering of the morn- 
ing, which is for a continual burnt 
offering. Nu 28:3 

24 ‘After this manner you shall 
present daily, for seven days, ®the 
food of the offering by fire, of a sooth- 
ing aroma to the Lorp; it shall be pre- 
sented with its drink offering in 
addition to the ®continual burnt offer- 

ing Le 3:11 © Nu 28:3 

"5 ‘On the seventh day you shall 
have a holy convocation; ®you shall 
do no laborious work. Nu 28:18 

26 ‘Also on &the day of the first 
fruits, when you present a new grain 
offering to the Lorp in your Feast of 
Weeks, you shall have a holy convo- 
cation; you shall do no laborious 
work. Ex 23:16; 34:22; Le 23:15-21; De 16:9-12 

27 ‘You shall offer a burnt offer- 
ing for a soothing aroma to the Lorp: 
two young bulls, one ram, seven male 
lambs one year old; 

28 and their grain offering, fine 
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of 
an Tephah for each bull, two-tenths 
for the one ram, I.e. Approx one bu 

29 a tenth for ‘each of the seven 
lambs; Lit each lamb 

30 also one male goat to make 
atonement for you. 


NUMBERS 28:31 


31 ‘Besides the continual burnt of- 
fering and its grain offering, you shall 
present them with their drink offer- 
ings. They shall be without defect. 


Offerings of the Seventh Month 
Al hela in the seventh month, on 
the first day of the month, you 
shall also have a holy convocation; 
Ryou shall do no laborious work. It 
will be to you a day for blowing trum- 
pets. Ex 23:16; 34:22; Le 23:23-25 ¢ Nu 28:26 

2 ‘You shall offer a burnt offer- 
ing as a soothing aroma to the Lorp: 
one bull, one ram, and seven male 
lambs one year old without defect; 

3 also their grain offering, fine 
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of 
an Tephah for the bull, two-tenths for 
the ram, I.e. Approx one bu 

4 and one-tenth for each of the 
seven lambs. 

5 ‘Offer one male goat for a sin 
offering, to make atonement for you, 

6 Rbesides the burnt offering of 
the new moon and its grain offering, 
and the ®continual burnt offering and 
its grain offering, and their drink of- 
ferings, according to their ordinance, 
for a soothing aroma, an offering by 
fire to the Lorpb. Nu 28:27 © Nu 28:3 

7 ‘Then on 8the tenth day of this 
seventh month you shall have a holy 
convocation, and you shall humble 
yourselves; you shall not do any 
work. Le 16:29-34; 23:26-32 

8 ‘You shall present a burnt of- 
fering to the Lorp as a soothing 
aroma: one bull, one ram, seven male 
lambs one year old, ®having them 
without defect; Le 22:20; De 15:21; 17:1 

9 and their grain offering, fine 
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of 
an Tephah for the bull, two-tenths for 
the one ram, Le. Approx one bu 

10 a tenth for each of the seven 
lambs; 
_ 11 one male goat for a sin offer- 
ing, besides ®the sin offering of atone- 
ment and &the continual burnt 
offering and its grain offering, and 
their drink offerings. Le 16:3, 5 * Nu 28:3 

12 ‘Then on the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month you shall have a 
holy convocation; you shall do no la- 
borious work, and you shall observe a 
feast to the Lorp for seven days. 
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13 ‘You shall present a burnt of- 
fering, an offering by fire as a sooth- 
ing aroma to the Lorp: thirteen bulls, 
two rams, fourteen male lambs one 
year old, which are without defect; 

14 and their grain offering, fine 
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of 
an Tephah for Teach of the thirteen 
bulls, two-tenths for Teach of the two 
rams, Le. Approx one bu ° Lit each bull ¢ Lit each ram 

15 and a tenth for each of the 
fourteen lambs; 

16 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, Sbesides the continual burnt 
offering, its grain offering and its 
drink offering. Nu 28:3 

17 ‘Then on the second day: 
twelve bulls, two rams, fourteen male 
lambs one year old without defect; 

18 and their grain offering and 
their drink offerings for the bulls, for 
the rams and for the lambs, by their 
number according to the ordinance; 

19 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt 
offering and its grain offering, and 
their drink offerings. Nu 28:8 

20 “Then on the third day: eleven 
bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs 
one year old without defect; 

21 and their grain offering and 
their drink offerings for the bulls, for 
the rams and for the lambs, by their 
number according to the ordinance; 

22 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt of- 
fering and its grain offering and its 
drink offering. 

23 ‘Then on the fourth day: ten 
bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs 
one year old without defect; 

24 their grain offering and their 
drink offerings for the bulls, for the 
rams and for the lambs, by their num- 
ber according to the ordinance; 

25 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt of- 
fering, its grain offering and its drink 
offering. 

26 ‘Then on the fifth day: nine 
bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs 
one year old without defect; — He 7:26 

27 and their grain offering and 
their drink offerings for the bulls, for 
the rams and for the lambs, by their 
number according to the ordinance; 

28 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt of- 
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fering and its grain offering and its 
drink offering. 

29 ‘Then on the sixth day: eight 
bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs 
one year old without defect; 

30 and their grain offering and 
their drink offerings for the bulls, for 
the rams and for the lambs, by their 
number according to the ordinance; 

31 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt of- 
fering, its grain offering and its drink 
offerings. 

32 ‘Then on the seventh day: 
seven bulls, two rams, fourteen male 
lambs one year old without defect; 

33 and their grain offering and 
their drink offerings for the bulls, for 
the rams and for the lambs, by their 
number according to the ordinance; 

34 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt of- 
fering, its grain offering and its drink 
offering. 

35 ‘8On the eighth day you shall 
have a solemn assembly; you shall do 
no laborious work. Le 23:36 

36 ‘But you shall present a burnt 
offering, an offering by fire, as a 
soothing aroma to the Lorp: one bull, 
one ram, seven male lambs one year 
old without defect; 

37 their grain offering and their 
drink offerings for the bull, for the 
ram and for the lambs, by their num- 
ber according to the ordinance; 

38 and one male goat for a sin of- 
fering, besides the continual burnt of- 
fering and its grain offering and its 
drink offering. 

39 ‘You shall present these to the 
Lorp at your 8appointed times, be- 
sides your "votive offerings and your 
freewill offerings, for your burnt of- 
ferings and for your grain offerings 
and for your drink offerings and for 
your peace offerings.’” — Le 23:2 « Lit vows 

40 Moses spoke to the sons of Is- 
rael in accordance with all that the 
Lorp had commanded Moses. 


The Law of Vows 
3 Then Moses spoke to ®the heads 
of the tribes of the sons of Is- 
rael, saying, “This is the word which 
the Lorp has commanded. Nu 1:4, 16; 7:2 
2 “RIf a man makes a vow to the 
Lorp, or takes an oath to bind himself 
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with a binding obligation, he shall not 
violate his word; he shall do accord- 
ing to all that proceeds out of his 
mouth. De 23:21-23: Ma 5:33 

3 “Also if a woman makes a vow 
to the Lorp, and binds herself by an 
obligation in her father’s house in her 
youth, 

4 and her father hears her vow 
and her obligation by which she has 
bound herself, and her father says 
nothing to her, then all her vows shall 
stand and every obligation by which 
she has bound herself shall stand. 

5 “But if her father should forbid 
her on the day he hears of it, none of 
her vows or her obligations by which 
she has bound herself shall stand; and 
the Lorp will forgive her because her 
father had forbidden her. 

6 “However, if she should ‘marry 
while under her vows or the rash 
statement of her lips by which she has 
bound herself, Lit be to a husband 

7 and her husband hears of it 
and says nothing to her on the day he 
hears it, then her vows shall stand 
and her obligations by which she has 
bound herself shall stand. 

8 “But if on the day her husband 
hears of it, he forbids her, then he 
shall annul her vow which 'she is 
under and the rash statement of her 
lips by which she has bound herself; 
and the Lorp will forgive her. Lit is on ner 

9 “But the vow of a widow or of a 
divorced woman, everything by which 
she has bound herself, shall stand 
against her. 

10 “However, if she vowed in her 
husband’s house, or bound herself by 
an obligation with an oath, 

11 and her husband heard it, but 
said nothing to her and did not forbid 
her, then all her vows shall stand and 
every obligation by which she bound 
herself shall stand. 

12 “But if her husband indeed an- 
nuls them on the day he hears them, 
then whatever proceeds out of her lips 
concerning her vows or concerning 
the obligation of herself shall not 
stand; her husband has annulled 
them, and the Lorp will forgive her. 

13 “Every vow and every binding 
oath to humble herself, her husband 
may confirm it or her husband may 
annul it. 
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14 “But if her husband indeed 
says nothing to her from day to day, 
then he confirms all her vows or all 
her obligations which are on her; he 
has confirmed them, because he said 
nothing to her on the day he heard 
them. 

15 “But if he indeed annuls them 
after he has heard them, then he shall 
bear her guilt.” 

16 These are the statutes which 
the Lorp commanded Moses, as be- 
tween a man and his wife, and as be- 
tween a father and his daughter, while 
she is in her youth in her father’s 
house. 


The Slaughter of Midian 
3 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

2 “RTake full vengeance for the 
sons of Israel on the Midianites; af- 
terward you will be gathered to your 
people.” Nu 25:1, 16, 17 © Nu 20:24, 26; 27:13 

3 Moses spoke to the people, say- 
ing, “Arm men from among you for the 
war, that they may 'go against Midian 
to execute ®the Lorp’s vengeance on 
Midian. Lit be * Le 26:25 

4 “A thousand from each tribe of 
all the tribes of Israel you shall send 
to the war.” 

5 So there were ‘furnished from 
the thousands of Israel, a thousand 
from each tribe, twelve thousand 
armed for war. Lit delivered 

6 Moses sent them, a thousand 
from each tribe, to the war, and Phine- 
has the son of Eleazar the priest, to 
the war with them, and the holy ves- 
sels and ®the trumpets for the alarm 
in his hand. Nu 14:44 ¢ Nu 10:8, 9 

7 Sothey made war against Mid- 
ian, just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses, and they killed every male. 

8 They killed the kings of Midian 
along with the rest of their slain: Evi 
and Rekem and ®Zur and Hur and 
Reba, the five kings of Midian; they 
also killed Balaam the son of Beor 
with the sword. Jos 13:21 ¢ Nu 25:15 

9 The sons of Israel captured the 
women of Midian and their little ones; 
and all their cattle and all their flocks 
and all their goods they plundered. 

10 Then they burned all their 
cities where they lived and all their 
camps with fire. 
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11 They took all the spoil and all 
the prey, both of man and of beast. 

12 They brought the captives and 
the prey and the spoil to Moses, and 
to Eleazar the priest and to the con- 
gregation of the sons of Israel, to the 
camp at the plains of Moab, which are 
by the Jordan opposite Jericho. | 

13 Moses and Eleazar the priest 
and all the leaders of the congrega- 
tion went out to meet them outside 
the camp. } 

14 Moses was angry with the offi- 
cers of the army, the captains of thou- 
sands and the captains of hundreds, 
who had come from service in the war. 

15 And Moses said to them, “Have 
you spared Rall the women? De 20:14 

16 “RBehold, these caused the 
sons of Israel, through the ‘counsel of 
RBalaam, to trespass against the Lorp 
in the matter of Peor, so the plague 
was among the congregation of the 
Lorp. Nu 25:1-9 ¢ Lit word ¢ Nu 31:8 

17 “RNow therefore, kill every male 
among the little ones, and kill every 
woman who has known man Jinti- 
mately. De 7:2; 20:16-18 ¢ Lit by lying with aman 

18 “But all the 'girls who have not 
known man intimately, ‘spare for 
yourselves. Lit female children ¢ Lit keep alive 

19 “RAnd you, camp outside the 
camp seven days; whoever has killed 
any person and whoever has touched 
any slain, purify yourselves, you and 
your captives, on the third day and on 
the seventh day. Nu 19:11-22 

20 “You shall purify for yourselves 
every garment and every article of 
Tleather and all the work of goats’ 
hair, and all articles of wood.” — orsrin 

21 Then Eleazar the priest said to 
the men of war who had gone to bat- 
tle, “This is the statute of the law 
which the Lorp has commanded 
Moses: 

22 only the gold and the silver, the 
bronze, the iron, the tin and the lead, 

_ 23 everything that can stand the 
fire, you shall pass through the fire, 
and it shall be clean, but it shall be pu- 
rified with ®water for impurity. But 
whatever cannot stand the fire you 
shall pass through the water. Nu 19:9, 17 

24 “And you shall wash your 
clothes on the seventh day and be 
clean, and afterward you may enter 
the camp.” 
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Division of the Booty 

25 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, ) 

- 26 “You and Eleazar the priest 
and the heads of the fathers’ house- 
holds of the congregation take a count 
of the booty ‘that was captured, both 
of man and of animal; Lit of captives 
_ 27 and ®divide the booty between 
the warriors who went out to battle 
and all the congregation. Jos 22:8 

. 28 “RLevy a tax for the Lorp from 
the men of war who went out to bat- 
tle, one in five hundred of the persons 
and of the cattle and of the donkeys 
and of the sheep; Nu 18:21-30 

29 take it from their half and give 
it to Eleazar the priest, as an offering 
to the Lorp. 

30 “From the sons of Israel’s half, 
you shall take one drawn out of every 
fifty of the persons, of the cattle, of the 
donkeys and of the sheep, from all the 
animals, and give them to the Levites 
who ®keep charge of the tabernacle of 
the Lorp.” Nu 3:7, 8, 25, 26, 31, 36, 37; 18:3, 4 

31 Moses and Eleazar the priest 
did just as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. 

32 Now the booty that remained 
from the spoil which the men of war 
had plundered was 675,000 sheep, 

33. and 72,000 cattle, 

34 and 61,000 donkeys, 

35 and of human beings, of the 
women who had not known man inti- 
mately, all the persons were 32,000. 

36 The half, the portion of those 
who went out to war, was as follows: 
the number of sheep was 337,500, 

37 and the Lorp’s levy of the 
sheep was 675; 

38 and the cattle were 36,000, 
from which the Lorp’s levy was 72; 

39 and the donkeys were 30,500, 
from which the Lorp’s levy was 61; 

40 and the human beings were 
16,000, from whom the Lorp’s levy 
was 32 persons. | 

4] Moses gave the levy which was 
the Lorp’s offering to Eleazar the 
priest, just kas the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Nu 5:9, 10; 18:19 

42 As for the sons of Israel’s half, 
which Moses ‘separated from the 
men who had gone to war— __ Or divided 

43 now the congregation’s half 
was 337,500 sheep, 
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44 and 36,000 cattle, 
45 and 30,500 donkeys, 
46 and the human beings were 
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47 and from the sons of Israel’s 
half, Moses took one drawn out of 
every fifty, both of man and of ani- 
mals, and gave them to the Levites, 
who kept charge of the tabernacle of 
the Lorp, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. 

48 Then the officers who were 
over the thousands of the army, the 
captains of thousands and the cap- 
tains of hundreds, approached Moses, 

49 and they said to Moses, “Your 
servants have taken a census of men 
of war who are in our charge, and no 
man of us is missing. 

50 “So we have brought as an of- 
fering to the Lorp what each man 
found, articles of gold, armlets and 
bracelets, signet rings, earrings and 
necklaces, 8to make atonement for 
ourselves before the LorD.” — Ex 30-12-16 

51 Moses and Eleazar the priest 
took the gold from them, all kinds of 
wrought articles. 

52 All the gold of the offering 
which they offered up to the Lorp, 
from the captains of thousands and 
the captains of hundreds, was 16,750 
shekels. 

53 The men of war had taken 
booty, every man for himself. 

54 So Moses and Eleazar the 
priest took the gold from the captains 
of thousands and of hundreds, and 
brought it to the tent of meeting as 8a 
memorial for the sons of Israel before 
the Lorp. Ex 30:16 


Reuben and Gad Settle in Gilead 
3 Now the sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad had an ®exceed- 
ingly large number of livestock. So 
when they saw the land of Jazer and 
the land of Gilead, that it was indeed 
a place suitable for livestock, | Ex 12:38 

2 the sons of Gad and the sons of 
Reuben came and spoke to Moses and 
to Eleazar the priest and to the lead- 
ers of the congregation, saying, 

3 “RAtaroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nim- 
rah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo 
and Beon, Nu 32:34-38 

4 the land ®which the Lorp con- 
quered before the congregation of Is- 
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rael, is a land for livestock, and your 
servants have livestock.” Nu 21:34 

5 They said, “If we have found 
favor in your sight, let this land be 
given to your servants aS a posses- 
sion; do not take us across the Jor- 
dan.” 

6 But Moses said to the sons of 
Gad and to the sons of Reuben, “Shall 
your brothers go to war while you 
yourselves sit here? 

7 “Now why are you discourag- 
ing the sons of Israel from crossing 
over into the land which the Lorp has 
given them? Nu 13:27-14:4 

8 “This is what your fathers did 
when I sent them from ®Kadesh- 
barnea to see the land. Nu 13:3, 26; De 1:19-25 

9 “For when they went up to the 
valley of Eshcol and saw the land, 
they discouraged the sons of Israel so 
that they did not go into the land 
which the Lorp had given them. 

10 “So the Lorp’s anger burned in 
that day, and He swore, saying, 

11 ‘8None of the men who came 
up from Egypt, from twenty years old 
and upward, shall see the land which 
I swore to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob; for they did not follow Me 
fully, Nu 14:28-30 

12 except Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua the 
son of Nun, ®for they have followed 
the Lorp fully,’ De 1:36; Jos 14:8f 

13 “RSo the Lorp’s anger burned 
against Israel, and He made them 
wander in the wilderness forty years, 
until the entire generation of those 
who had done evil in the sight of the 
LorpD was destroyed. Nu 14:33-35 

14 “Now behold, you have risen 
up in your fathers’ place, a brood of 
sinful men, to add still more to the 
burning Ranger of the Lorp against 
Israel. De 1:34f 

15 “For if you turn away from fol- 
lowing Him, He will once more aban- 
don them in the wilderness, and you 
will destroy all these people.” 

16 Then they came near to him 
and said, “We will build here sheep- 
folds for our livestock and cities for 
our little ones; 

7 ®but we ourselves will be 
armed ready to go before the sons of 
Israel, until we have brought them to 
their place, while our little ones live 


190 


in the fortified cities because of the in- 
habitants of the land. Jos 4:12, 13 

18 “We will not return to our 
homes until every one of the sons 
of Israel has possessed his inheri- 
tance. . 

19 “For we will not have an inher- 
itance with them on the other side of 
the Jordan and beyond, because our 
inheritance has fallen to us on this 
side of the Jordan toward the east.” 

20 So Moses said to them, “If you 
will do this, if you will arm yourselves 
before the Lorp for the war, 

21 and all of you armed men cross 
over the Jordan before the Lorp until 
He has driven His enemies out from 
before Him, 

22 Rand the land is subdued be- 
fore the Lorp, then afterward you 
shall return and be free of obligation 
toward the Lorp and toward Israel, 
and this land shall be yours for a pos- 
session before the Lorp. De 3:20 

23 “But if you will not do so, be- 
hold, you have sinned against the 
Lorp, and be sure ®your sin will find 
you out. Ge 4:7; 44:16; Is 59:12 

24 “Build yourselves cities for 
your little ones, and sheepfolds for 
your sheep, and 8do what you Ne 
promised.” 30:2 

25 The sons of Gad and the sons 
of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Your servants will do just as my lord 
commands. 

26 “Our little ones, our wives, our 
livestock and all our cattle shall re- 
main there in the cities of Gilead; 

27 while your servants, everyone 
who is armed for war, will ®cross over 
in the presence of the Lorp to battle, 
just as my lord says.” Jos 4:12 

28 So Moses gave command con- 
cerning them to Eleazar the priest, 
and to Joshua the son of Nun, and to 
the heads of the fathers’ households 
of the tribes of the sons of Israel. 

29 Moses said to them, “If the sons 
of Gad and the sons of Reuben, every- 
one who is armed for battle, will cross 
with you over the Jordan in the pres- 
ence of the Lorpb, and the land is sub- 
dued before you, then you shall give 
them the land of Gilead for a posses- 
sion 

30 but if they will not cross over 
with you armed, they shall have pos- 
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sessions among you in the land of 
anaan.” 

31 The sons of Gad and the sons 
of Reuben answered, saying, “As the 
Lorp has said to your servants, so we 
will do. 

32 “We ourselves will cross over 
armed in the presence of the Lorp 
into the land of Canaan, and the pos- 
session of our inheritance shall re- 
main with us across the Jordan.” 

33 So Moses gave to them, to the 
sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben 
and to the half-tribe of Joseph’s son 
Manasseh, the kingdom of Sihon, 
king of the Amorites and the kingdom 
of Og, the king of Bashan, the land 
with its cities with their territories, the 
cities of the surrounding land. 

34 The sons of Gad built Dibon 
and Ataroth and ®Aroer, De 2:36 

35 and Atroth-shophan and Jazer 
and Jogbehah, 

36 and ®Beth-nimrah and Beth- 
haran as fortified cities, and sheep- 
folds for sheep. Nu 32:3 

37 The sons of Reuben built Hesh- 
bon and Elealeh and Kiriathaim, 

38 and ®Nebo and Baal-meon— 
their names being changed—and 
Sibmah, and they gave other names 
to the cities which they built. Is 46:1 

39 The sons of SMachir the son of 
Manasseh went to Gilead and took it, 
and dispossessed the Amorites who 
were in it. Ge 50:23 

40 So Moses gave Gilead to 
Machir the son of Manasseh, and he 
lived in it. De 3:12, 13, 15; Jos 17:1 

41 Jair the son of Manasseh went 
and took its ‘towns, and called them 
RHavvoth-jair. Lit tent villages * De 3:14; Ju 10:4 

42 Nobah went and took Kenath 
and its villages, and called it Nobah 
after Shis own name. 2 Sa 18:18; Ps 49:11 


Review of the Journey from 
Egypt to Jordan 
3 These are the journeys of the 
sons of Israel, by which they 
came out from the land of Egypt by 
their armies, under "the leadership of 
Moses and Aaron. Ps 77:20; 105:26; Mi 6:4 
2 Moses recorded their starting 
places according to their journeys by 
the Tcommand of the Lorp, and these 
are their journeys according to their 
starting places. Lit mouth 
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_ 3 ®They journeyed from Rameses 
in the first month, on the fifteenth day 
of the first month; on the next day 
after the Passover the sons of Israel 
Rstarted out boldly in the sight of all 
the Egyptians, — Ex 12:37 Lit morrow « Ex 14:8 
__ 4 while the Egyptians were bury- 
ing all their firstborn whom the Lorp 
had struck down among them. The 
Lorp had also executed judgments 
Ron their gods. Ex 12:12 

5 Then the sons of Israel jour- 
neyed from Rameses and camped in 
Succoth. Ex 12:37 

6 ®They journeyed from Succoth 
and camped in Etham, which is on the 
edge of the wilderness. Ex 13:20 

7 ®They journeyed from Etham 
and turned back to Pi-hahiroth, which 
faces Baal-zephon, and they camped 
before Migdol. Ex 14:1,2 

8 RThey journeyed from before 
Hahiroth and passed through the 
midst of the sea into the wilderness; 
and 8they went three days’ journey in 
the wilderness of Etham and camped 
at Marah. Ex 14:22 ¢ Ex 15:22, 23 

9 RThey journeyed from Marah 
and came to Elim; and in Elim there 
were twelve springs of water and Sev- 
enty palm trees, and they camped 
there. Ex 15:27 

10 They journeyed from Elim and 
camped by the Red Sea. | Lit Sea of Reeds 

11 They journeyed from the Red 
Sea and camped in ®the wilderness of 

in. Ex 16:1 

12 They journeyed from the 
wilderness of Sin and camped at 
Dophkah. 

13. They journeyed from Dophkah 
and camped at Alush. 

14 They journeyed from Alush 
and camped at Rephidim; now it was 
there that the people had no water to 
drink. Ex 17:1 

15 They journeyed from Rephidim 
and camped in &the wilderness of 
Sinai. Ex 19:1 

16 They journeyed from. the 
wilderness of Sinai and camped at 
RKibroth-hattaavah. Nu 11:34 

17 They journeyed from Kibroth- 
hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth. 

18 They journeyed from Hazeroth 
and camped at Rithmah. 

19 They journeyed from Rithmah 
and camped at Rimmon-perez. 
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20 They journeyed from Rimmon- 
perez and camped at ®Libnah. — Det:1 

21 They journeyed from Libnah 
and camped at Rissah. ; 

22 They journeyed from Rissah 
and camped in Kehelathah. 

23 They journeyed from Kehe- 
lathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 

24 They journeyed from Mount 
Shepher and camped at Haradah. 

25 They journeyed from Haradah 
and camped at Makheloth. 

26 They journeyed from Makh- 
eloth and camped at Tahath. 

27 They journeyed from Tahath 
and camped at Terah. 

28 They journeyed from Terah 
and camped at Mithkah. 

29 They journeyed from Mithkah 
and camped at Hashmonah. 

30 They journeyed from Hash- 
monah and camped at Moseroth. 

31 They journeyed from Moseroth 
and camped at Bene-jaakan. 

32 They journeyed from ®Bene- 
jaakan and camped at Hor-hag- 
gidgad. Ge 36:27; De 10:6; 1 Ch 1:42 

33 They journeyed from Hor-hag- 
gidgad and camped at Jotbathah. 

34 They journeyed from  Jot- 
bathah and camped at Abronah. 

35 They journeyed from Abronah 
and camped at 8Ezion-geber. De 2:8 

36 They journeyed from Ezion- 
geber and camped in the wilderness 
of ®Zin, that is, Kadesh. Nu 20:1 

37 They journeyed from Kadesh 
and camped at 8Mount Hor, at the 
edge of the land of Edom. Nu 20:22 

38 Then Aaron the priest went up 
to Mount Hor at the command of the 
Lorp, and died there in the fortieth 
year after the sons of Israel had come 
from the land of Egypt, on the first 
day in the fifth month. Nu 20:28; De 10:6 

39 Aaron was one hundred 
twenty-three years old when he died 
on Mount Hor. 

40 Now the Canaanite, the king of 
RArad ‘who lived in the Negev in the 
land of Canaan, heard of the coming 
of the sons of Israel. Nu 21:1 « Lit and he 

41 Then they journeyed from 
Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 

42 They journeyed from Zal- 
monah and camped at Punon. 

43 They journeyed from Punon 
and camped at 8Oboth. Nu 21:10, 11 
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44 They journeyed from Oboth 
and camped at Iye-abarim, at the bor- 
der of Moab. 

45 They journeyed from Iyim and 
camped at Dibon-gad. 

46 They journeyed from Dibon- 
gad and camped at Almon-diblath- 
aim. 

47 They journeyed from Almon- 
diblathaim and camped in the moun- 
tains of SAbarim, before Nebo. Nu 27:12 

48 They journeyed from the 
mountains of Abarim and ®camped in 
the plains of Moab by the Jordan op- 
posite Jericho. Nu 22:1 

49 They camped by the Jordan, 
from Beth-jeshimoth as far as RAbel- 
shittim in the plains of Moab. = Nu25:1 


Law of Possessing the Land 

50 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses 
in the plains of Moab by the Jordan 
opposite Jericho, saying, 

51 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When you cross over the 
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 

52 then you shall drive out all the 
inhabitants of the land from before 
you, and 8destroy all their figured 
stones, and destroy all their molten 
images and demolish all their high 
places; Ex 23:24; Le 26:1; De 7:5; 12:3, 30; Ps 106:34-36 

53 and you shall take possession 
of the land and live in it, for I have 
given the land to you to possess it. 

54 ‘RYou shall inherit the land by 
lot according to your families; to the 
larger you shall give more inheri- 
tance, and to the smaller you shall 
give less inheritance. Wherever the lot 
falls to anyone, that shall be his. You 
shall inherit according to the tribes of 
your fathers. Nu 26:53-56 

55 ‘But if you do not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before 
you, then it shall come about that 
those whom you let remain of them 
will become as pricks in your eyes 
and as thorns in your sides, and they 
will trouble you in the land in which 
you live. Jos 23:13 

96 ‘And as I plan to do to them, so 
I will do to you.’” 


Instruction for Apportioning 

Canaan 

3 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 
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2 “Command the sons of Israel 
and say to them, ‘When you enter the 
land of Canaan, this is the land that 
shall fall to you as an inheritance, 
even the land of Canaan according to 
its borders. Ge 17:8; Ps 78:54, 55: 105:11 

3 “Your southern sector shall ex- 
tend from the wilderness of Zin along 
the side of Edom, and your southern 
border shall extend from the end of 
the Salt Sea eastward. 

4 ‘Then your border shall turn di- 
rection from the south to the ascent 
of Akrabbim and ‘continue to Zin, 
and its termination shall be to the 
south of Kadesh-barnea; and it shall 
Treach Hazaraddar and continue to 
Azmon. Lit pass along ¢ Nu 32:8 ¢ Lit go forth to 

5 ‘The border shall turn direction 
from Azmon to the brook of Egypt, 
and its termination shall be at ®the 
sea. Jos 15:4 

6 ‘As for the western border, you 
shall have the Great Sea, that is, its 
Tcoastline; this shall be your west 
border. Lit border 

7 ‘And this shall be your north 
border: you shall draw your border 
line from the Great Sea to Mount Hor. 

8 ‘You shall draw a line from 
Mount Hor to 8the "Lebo-hamath, and 
the termination of the border shall be 
at Zedad; Jos 13:5 ¢ Or entrance of Hamath 

9 andthe border shall proceed to 
Ziphron, and its termination shall be 
at Hazar-enan. This shall be your 
north border. 

10 ‘For your eastern border you 
shall also draw a line from Hazar- 
enan to Shepham, 

11 and the border shall go down 
from Shepham to Riblah on the east 
side of Ain; and the border shall go 
down and reach to the slope on the 
east side of the Sea of Chinnereth. 

12 ‘And the border shall go down 
to the Jordan and its termination shall 
be at the Salt Sea. This shall be your 
land according to its borders all 
around.’” 

13: So Moses commanded the sons 
of Israel, saying, “This is the land that 
you are to apportion by lot among you 
as a possession, which the Lorp has 
commanded to give to the nine and a 
half tribes. 

14 “8For the tribe of the sons of 
Reuben have received theirs accord- 
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ing to their fathers’ households, and 
the tribe of the sons of Gad according 
to their fathers’ households, and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh have received 
their possession. Nu 32:33 

15 “The two and a half tribes have 
received their possession across the 
Jordan opposite Jericho, eastward to- 
ward the sunrising.” 

16 Then the Lorpb spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

17 “kThese are the names of the 
men who shall apportion the land to 
you for inheritance: Eleazar the priest 
and Joshua the son of Nun. Jos 14:1,2 

18 “You shall take one leader of 
every tribe to apportion the land for 
inheritance. 

19 “These are the names of the 
men: of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh. — Ge 29:35; De 33:7; Ps 60:7 

20 “Of the tribe of the sons of 
pole Samuel the son of Ammi- 

Ge 29:33; 49:5; Eze 48:24 
21 “Of the tribe of Benjamin, Eli- 
dad the son of Chislon. 

22 “Of the tribe of the sons of Dan 
a leader, Bukki the son of Jogi. 

23 “Of the sons of Joseph: of the 
tribe of the sons of Manasseh a leader, 
Hanniel the son of Ephod. 

24 “Of the tribe of the sons of 
Ephraim a leader, Kemuel the son of 
Shiphtan. 

25 “Of the tribe of the sons of Ze- 
bulun a leader, Elizaphan the son of 
Parnach. 

26 “Of the tribe of the sons of Is- 
sachar a leader, Paltiel the son of 
AZzan. 

27 “Of the tribe of the sons of 
Asher a leader, Ahihud the son of She- 


omi. 

28 “Of the tribe of the sons of 
Naphtali a leader, Pedahel the son of 
Ammihud.” 

29 These are those whom the 
Lorp commanded to apportion the in- 
heritance to the sons of Israel in the 
land of Canaan. 


Cities for the Levites 

3 Log the the Lorp spoke to Moses 
in the plains of Moab by the Jor- 

dan opposite Jericho, Saying, Le 25:32-34 


34:4 Lit goings out, and so throughout the ch 
34:11 Lit shoulder 
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2 “Command the sons of Israel 
that they give to the Levites from the 
inheritance of their possession cities 
to live in; and you shall give to the 
Levites pasture lands around the 
cities. 

3 “The cities shall be theirs to 
live in; and their pasture lands shall 
be for their cattle and for their herds 
and for all their beasts. 

4 “The pasture lands of the cities 
which you shall give to the Levites 
shall extend from the wall of the city 
outward a thousand cubits around. 

5 “You shall also measure out- 
side the city on the east side two thou- 
sand cubits, and on the south side two 
thousand cubits, and on the west side 
two thousand cubits, and on the north 
side two thousand cubits, with the city 
in the center. This shall become theirs 
as pasture lands for the cities. 


Cities of Refuge 

6 “The cities which you shall give 
to the Levites shall be the six cities of 
refuge, which you shall give for the 
manslayer to flee to; and in addition 
to them you shall give forty-two cities. 

7 “All the cities which you shall 
give to the Levites shall be ®forty- 
eight cities, ‘together with their pas- 
ture lands. Jos 21:41 © Lit them 

8 “RAs for the cities which you 
shall give from the possession of the 
sons of Israel, you shall take more 
from the larger and you shall take less 
from the smaller; each shall give 
some of his cities to the Levites in pro- 
portion to his possession which he in- 
herits.” Le 25:32-34; Nu 26:54; 33:54; Jos 21:1-42 

9 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses, 
saying, 

10 “Speak to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, ‘When you cross the Jor- 
dan into the land of Canaan, 

11 then you shall select for your- 
selves cities to be your 8&cities of 
refuge, that the manslayer who has 
Tkilled any person unintentionally 
may flee there. De 19:1-13 « Jos 20:2f Lit smote 

12 ‘The cities shall be to you as a 
refuge from the avenger, so that the 
manslayer will not die until he stands 
before the congregation for trial. 

_ 13 ‘The cities which you are to 
give shall be your six cities of refuge. 

14 ‘You Rshall give three cities 
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across the Jordan and three cities Tin 
the land of Canaan; they are to be 
cities of refuge. De 4:41 © Lit you shall give in 
15 ‘These six cities shall be for 
refuge for the sons of Israel, and for 
the alien and for the sojourner among 
them; that anyone who kills a person 
Rynintentionally may flee there. Nu 35:11 
16 ‘8But if he struck him down 
with an iron object, so that he died, he 
is a murderer; the murderer shall 
surely be put to death. ‘Ex 21:12, 14; Le 24:17 
17 ‘If he struck him down with a 
stone in the hand, by which he will 
die, and as a result he died, he is a 
murderer; the murderer shall surely 
be put to death. Nu 35:31 
18 ‘Or if he struck him with a 
wooden object in the hand, by which 
he might die, and as a result he died, 
he is a murderer; the murderer shall 
surely be put to death. 
19 ‘The blood avenger himself 
shall put the murderer to death; he 
shall put him to death when he meets 


im. 

20 ‘If he pushed him of hatred, or 
threw something at him ®lying in wait 
and as aresult he died, x 21:14; De 19:11 

21 or if he struck him down with 
his hand in enmity, and as a result he 
died, the one who struck him shall 
surely be put to death, he is a mur- 
derer; the blood avenger shall put the 
a to death when he meets 

im. 

22 ‘But if he pushed him suddenly 
without enmity, or threw something 
at him without lying in wait, 

23 or with any deadly object of 
stone, and without seeing it dropped 
on him so that he died, while he was 
not his enemy nor seeking his injury, 
_ 24 then ®the congregation shall 
judge between the slayer and the 
blood avenger according to these or- 
dinances. Jos 20:6 

25 “The congregation shall deliver 
the manslayer from the hand of the 
blood avenger, and the congregation 
shall restore him to his city of refuge 
to which he fled; and he shall live in it 
until the death of the high priest who 
was anointed with the holy oil. 

_ 26 ‘But if the manslayer at any 
time goes beyond the border of his 
city of refuge to which he may flee, 

27 and the blood avenger finds 
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him outside the border of his city of 
refuge, and the blood avenger kills the 
manslayer, he will not be guilty of 
blood 

28 because he should have re- 
mained in his city of refuge until the 
death of the high priest. But after the 
death of the high priest the manslayer 
shall return to the land of his posses- 
sion. 

29 ‘These things shall be for a 
Rstatutory ordinance to you through- 
out your generations in all your 
dwellings. Nu 27:11 

30 ‘8If anyone kills a person, the 
murderer shall be put to death at the 
Tevidence of witnesses, but no person 
shall be put to death on the testimony 
of one witness. Nu 35:16 « Lit mouth 

31 ‘Moreover, you shall not take 
ransom for the life of a murderer who 
is guilty of death, but he shall surely 
be put to death. 

32 ‘You shall not take ransom for 
him who has fled to his city of refuge, 
that he may return to live in the land 
Thefore the death of the priest. or until 

33 ‘8So you shall not pollute the 
land in which you are; for blood pol- 
lutes the land and no expiation can be 
made for the land for the blood that is 
shed on it, except ®by the blood of him 
who shed it. De 21:7, 8; Ps 106:38 « Ge 9:6 

34 ‘You shall not 8defile the land 
in which you live, in the midst of 
which 81 dwell; for I the Lorp am 
dwelling in the midst of the sons of Is- 
rael.’ ” Le 18:24, 25 « Nu 5:3 


Inheritance by Marriage 
36.0n the heads of the fathers’ 
households of the family of the 
sons of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, of the families of 
the sons of Joseph, came near and 
spoke before Moses and before the 
leaders, the heads of the fathers’ 
households of the sons of Israel, Nu 27:1 
2 and they said, “The Lorp com- 
manded my lord to give the land by 
lot to the sons of Israel as an inheri- 
tance, and my lord }was commanded 
by the Lorp to give the inheritance of 
Zelophehad our brother to his daugh- 
ters. Nu 27:5-7 
3 “But if they marry one of the 
sons of the other tribes of the sons of 
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Israel, their inheritance will be with- 
drawn from the inheritance of our fa- 
thers and will be added to the 
inheritance of the tribe to which they 
belong; thus it will be withdrawn from 
our allotted inheritance. 

4 “When the 8jubilee of the sons 
of Israel ‘comes, then their inheri- 
tance will be added to the inheritance 
of the tribe to which they belong; so 
their inheritance will be withdrawn 
from the inheritance of the tribe of 
our fathers.” Le 25:10 © Lit shall be 

5 Then Moses commanded the 
sons of Israel according to the 'word 
of the Lorp, saying, “The tribe of the 
sons of Joseph are right in their state- 
ments. Lit mouth 

6 “kThis is what the Lorp has 
commanded concerning the daugh- 
ters of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them 
marry whom they wish; only they 
must marry within the family of the 
tribe of their father,’ Nu 27:7 

7 “Thus no inheritance of the 
sons of Israel shall be transferred 
from tribe to tribe, for the sons of Is- 
rael shall each hold to the inheritance 
of the tribe of his fathers. 

8 “REvery daughter who comes 
into possession of an inheritance of 
any tribe of the sons of Israel shall be 
wife to one of the family of the tribe of 
her father, so that the sons of Israel 
each may possess the inheritance of 
his fathers. 1 Ch 23:22 

9 “Thus no inheritance shall ™be 
transferred from one tribe to another 
tribe, for the tribes of the sons of Is- 
rael shall each Thold to his own in- 
heritance.” Lit turn about ¢ Lit cleave 

10 Just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses, so the daughters of 
Zelophehad did: 

11 ®Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, 
Milcah and Noah, the daughters of 
Zelophehad married their uncles’ 
sons. Nu 26:33 

12 They married those from the 
families of the sons of Manasseh the 
son of Joseph, and their inheritance 
Tremained with the tribe of the family 
of their father. Lit was 

13 These are the commandments 
and the ordinances which the Lorp 
commanded to the sons of Israel 
through Moses in the plains of Moab 
by the Jordan opposite Jericho. 
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Numerous external and _ in- 
ternal evidences support the 
authorship of Moses. The 
Old Testament attributes 
Deuteronomy to Moses (Jos 
Aiea uSi4sdeKi Ds 72K 
TAS6) Eze 3:22 NermiaiGnes 
103:7; Da 9:11; Mal 4:4), 
and there is evidence from 
Joshua and 1 Samuel to indi- 
cate that these laws existed in 
the form of codified written 
statutes that influenced the 
Israelites in Canaan. Christ 
quoted Deuteronomy when 
he was being tempted (Ma 
4:4,7,10) and attributed it to 
the Moses (Ma 19:7-9; Mk 
7:10; Lk 20:28; Jo 5:45-47) 
as do the more than eighty ci- 
tations of Deuteronomy in the 
New Testament. Internally, 
the book includes about forty 
claims to Moses as the au- 
thor (31:24-26; 1:1-5; 4:44- 
46; 29:1; 31:9). The political 
and geographic details of 
Deuteronomy indicate a first- 
hand knowledge of the 
events. 


c..1405 B.c. 


Author: 


Time: 


Israel’s History after the Exodus 
These are the words which Moses 
spoke to all Israel Racross the Jor- 

dan in the wilderness, in the SArabah 

opposite 'Suph, between Paran and 

Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and 

Dizahab. De 4:46 ¢ De 2:8 Perhaps Red Sea 

2 It is eleven days’ journey from 
RHoreb by the way of Mount ®Seir to 
Kadesh-barnea. Ex 3:1; 17:6 © Ge 32:3 

3 Inthe ®fortieth year, on the first 
day of the eleventh month, Moses 
spoke to the children of Israel, ac- 
cording to all that the Lorp had com- 
manded him to give tothem, nu33:38 

4 after he had defeated Sihon the 


Key Verse: De 30:19-20 


Theme: Deuteronomy is a series of ad- 
dresses that Moses gives to 
the nation of Israel just before 
it enters the promised land. In 
many ways it can be seen as 
the coach’s speech given to a 
team just before it takes the 
field. The book reviews and re- 
iterates what has been taught 
in the previous books of Moses 
in the same way that a coach’s 
last instructions contain a re- 
view of the basic game plan 
and what has been covered in 
practice. The purpose of that 
speech is to focus on what to 
do and then create the moti- 
vation to carry it out. For the Is- 
raelites much of the previous 
instruction was somewhat hy- 
pothetical. Many of the laws 
assumed the occupation of the 
land. Now, as they stand look- 
ing over the Jordan River, 
they’re within reach of moving 
from the hypothetical to the 
real and practical. God has re- 
newed His marvelous covenant 
with them. Now is the time to 
live up to its requirements. 


king of the Amorites, who lived in 
Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, 
who lived in Ashtaroth and Edrei. 

5 Across the Jordan in the land 
of Moab, Moses undertook to ex- 
pound this law, saying, 

6 “The Lorp our God spoke to us 
at Horeb, saying, ‘You have 'stayed 
long enough at this mountain. Lit aweit 

7 ‘Turn and set your journey, and 
go to the hill country of the Amorites, 
and to all their neighbors in the 
Arabah, in the hill country and in the 
lowland and in ®the "Negev and by 
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the seacoast, the land of the Canaan- 
ites, and Lebanon, as far as the great 
river, the river Euphrates. Ge 12:9 

8 ‘See, I have placed the land be- 
fore you; go in and possess the land 
which the Lorp swore to give to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, to them and their ™descendants 
after them,’ Lit seed 

9 “I spoke to you at that time, 
saying, ‘SI am not able to bear the bur- 
den of you alone. Ex 18:18, 24; Nu 11:14 

_ 10 ‘The Lorp your God has ®mul- 
tiplied you, and behold, you are this 
day like the stars of heaven in num- 
ber. Ge 15:5; 22:17; Ex 32:13; De 7:7; 10:22; 26:5; 28:62 

11 ‘May the Lorp, the God of your 
fathers, increase you a thousand-fold 
more than you are and bless you, just 
as He has promised you! De 1:8, 10 

12 ‘How can I alone bear the load 
and burden of you and your strife? 

13 ‘Choose wise and discerning 
and experienced men from your 
tribes, and I will appoint them as your 
heads’ Ex 18:21 

14 “You answered me and said, 
‘The thing which you have said to do 
is good, 

15 “So I took the heads of your 
tribes, wise and experienced men, and 
Tappointed them heads over you, 
leaders of thousands and ‘of hun- 
dreds, of fifties and of tens, and offi- 
cers for your tribes. Lit gave « Lit leaders of 

16 “Then I charged your judges at 
that time, saying, ‘Hear the cases be- 
tween your fellow countrymen, and 
Rjudge righteously between a man 
and his fellow countryman, or the 
alien who is with him. De 16:18; Jo 7:24 

17 ‘You shall not show partiality 
in judgment; you shall hear the small 
and the great alike. You shall ®not fear 
man, for the judgment is God’s. The 
case that is too hard for you, you shall 
bring to me, and I will hear it.’ pr29:25 

18 “I commanded you at that time 
all the things that you should do. 

19 “Then we set out from ®Horeb, 
and went through all that great and 
terrible wilderness which you saw on 
the way to the hill country of the 
Amorites, just as the Lorp our God 
had commanded us; and we came to 
RK adesh-barnea. De 1:2 © De 1:7 ° De 1:2 

20 “I said to you, “You have come 
to the hill country of the Amorites 
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which the Lorp our God is about to 
give us. 
21 ‘See, the Lorp your God has 
placed the land before you; go 
up, take possession, as the Lorp, the 
God of your fathers, has spoken to 
you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’ 

22 “Then all of you approached 
me and said, ‘Let us send men before 
us, that they may search out the land 
for us, and bring back to us word of 
the way by which we should go up 
and the cities which we shall enter.’ 

23 “The thing pleased me and I 
took twelve of your men, one man for 
each tribe. 

24 “They turned and went up into 
the hill country, and came to the val- 
ley of Eshcol and spied it out. Nu 13:21-25 

25 “Then they took some of the 
fruit of the land in their hands and 
brought it down to us; and they 
brought us back a report and said, ‘It 
is a good land which the Lorp our 
God is about to give us,’ 

26 “kYet you were not willing to 
go up, but rebelled against the com- 
mand of the Lorp your God; Nu 14:1-4 

27. and you grumbled in your tents 
and said, ‘Because the Lorp hates us, 
He has brought us out of the land of 
Egypt to deliver us into the hand of 
the Amorites to destroy us. 

28 ‘Where can we go up? Our 
brethren have made our hearts melt, 
saying, “The people are bigger and 
taller than we; the cities are large 
and fortified to heaven. And besides, 
we saw the sons of the Anakim 
there.”’ 

29 “Then I said to you, ‘Do not be 
shocked, nor fear them. 

30 ‘The Lorp your God who goes 
before you will Himself fight on your 
behalf, just as He did for you in Egypt 
before your eyes, 

31 and in the wilderness where 
you saw how the Lorp your God car- 
ried you, just as a man carries his son, 
in all the way which you have walked 
until you came to this place.’ 

32 “But for all this, you did not 
trust the Lorp your God, Lit in this matter 

33 Rwho goes before you on your 
way, to seek out a place for you to en- 
camp, in fire by night and cloud by 
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day, to show you the way in which you 
should go. Ex 13:21; Nu 9:15-23; Ne 9:12; Ps 78:14 

34 “Then the Lorp heard the 
sound of your words, and He was 
angry and took an oath, saying, 

35 ‘Not one of these men, this 
evil generation, shall see the good 
land which I swore to give your fa- 
thers, 

36 except Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh; he shall see it, and to him 
and to his sons I will give the land on 
which he has set foot, because he has 
followed the Lorp fully.’ Nu 14:24; Jos 14:9 

37 “The Lorp was angry with me 
also on your account, saying, ‘RNot 
even you shall enter there. Nu 27:13, 18 

38 ‘Joshua the son of Nun, who 
stands before you, he shall enter 
there; encourage him, for ®he will 
cause Israel to inherit it. Nu 14:30 

39 ‘Moreover, ®your little ones 
who you said would become a prey, 
and your sons, who this day have ®no 
knowledge of good or evil, shall enter 
there, and I will give it to them and 
they shall possess it. Nu 14:3, 31 « Is 7:15, 16 

40 ‘But as for you, 8turn around 
and set out for the wilderness by the 
way to the Red Sea.’ Nu 14:25 

41 “Then you said to me, ‘We have 
sinned against the Lorp; we will in- 
deed go up and fight, just as the Lorp 
our God commanded us.’ And every 
man of you girded on his weapons of 
war, and regarded it as easy to go up 
into the hill country. 

42 “RAnd the Lorp said to me, 
‘Say to them, “Do not go up nor fight, 
for I am not among you; otherwise 
you will be ‘defeated before your en- 
emies.”’ Nu 14:41-43 © Lit smitten 

43 “So I spoke to you, but you 
would not listen. Instead ®you re- 
belled against the command of the 
Lorb, and acted presumptuously and 
went up into the hill country. Nu 14:40 

44 “The Amorites who lived in 
that hill country came out against you 
and chased you as bees do, and 
crushed you from Seir to Hormah. 

45 “Then you returned and wept 
before the Lorp; but the RLorp did not 
listen to your voice nor give ear to 
you. Job 27:8, 9; Ps 66:18; Jo 9:31 

46 “So you remained in .Kadesh 
many days, 'the days that you spent 
there, Nu 20:1, 22; De 2:7, 14; Ju 11:17 © Lit as the days 
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Wanderings in the Wilderness 
“RThen we turned and set out for 
the wilderness by the way to the 

TRed Sea, as the Lorp spoke to me, 

and circled "Mount Seir for many 

ays. Nu 21:4 ¢ Lit Sea of Reeds ¢ De 1:2 

2 “And the Lorp spoke to me, 
saying, ; 

3 ‘You have circled this mountain 
long enough. Now turn north, 

4 and command the people, say- 
ing, “You will pass through the terri- 
tory of your brothers the sons of Esau 
who live in Seir; and they will be 
afraid of you. So be very careful; 

5 do not provoke them, for I will 
not give you any of their land, even as 
little as a footstep ®because I have 
given Mount Seir to Esau as a posses- 
sion. Or engage in strife with ¢ Ge 36:8; Jos 24:4 

6 “You shall buy food from them 
with money so that you may eat, and 
you shall also purchase water from 
them with money so that you may 
drink. 

7 “For the Lorp your God has 
blessed you in all that you have done; 
He has known your wanderings 
through this ®great wilderness. These 
Rforty years the Lorp your God has 
been with you; you have not lacked a 
thing.”’ De 1:19 © Nu 14:33, 34; 32:13; De 2:14 

8 “So we passed beyond our 
brothers the sons of Esau, who live in 
Seir, away from the 8Arabah road, 
away from Elath and ®from Ezion- 
geber. And we turned and passed 
through by the way of the wilderness 
of Moab. De 1:1 ¢ Nu 33:35; 1 Ki 9:26 

9 “Then the Lorp said to me, ‘Do 
not harass Moab, nor provoke them to 
war, for I will not give you any of their 
land as a possession, because I have 
given Ar to ®the sons of Lot as a pos- 
session.’ Nu 21:15, 28; De 2:18, 29 « Ge 19:36, 37 

10 (The 8Emim lived there for- 
merly, a people as great, numerous, 

and tall as the Anakim. Ge 14:5 
11 Like the Anakim, they are also 

regarded as RRephaim, but the 

Moabites call them Emim. Ge 14:5: De 2:20 
12 The Horites formerly lived in 

Seir, but the sons of Esau dispos- 

sessed them and destroyed them from 

before them and settled in their place, 

Rjust as Israel did to the land of "their 

possession which the Lorpb gave to 

them.) Ge 36:20; De 2:22 ¢ Nu 21:25, 35 © Lit his 
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13 ‘Now arise and cross over the 
Tbrook Zered yourselves.” So we 
crossed over the brook Zered. — or wadi 

14 “Now the time that it took for 
us to come from Kadesh-barnea until 
we crossed over the brook Zered was 
thirty-eight years, until all the gener- 
ation of the men of war perished from 
within the camp, as ®the Lorp had 
sworn to them. De 2:7 © De 1:34, 35 

15 “RMoreover the hand of the 
LorpD was against them, to destroy 
them from within the camp until they 
all perished. Jude 5 

16 “So it came about when 8all the 
men of war had finally perished from 
among the people, De 2:14 
_ 17 that the Lorp spoke to me, say- 
ing, 

18 “Today you shall cross over Ar, 
the border of Moab. De 2:9 

19 ‘When you come opposite the 
Rsons of Ammon, do not harass them 
nor provoke them, for I will not give 
you any of the land of the sons of 
Ammon as a possession, because I 
have given it to the sons of Lot asa 
possession.’ Ge 19:38 * De 2:9 

20 (It is also regarded as the land 
of the 8Rephaim, for Rephaim for- 
merly lived in it, but the Ammonites 
call them Zamzummin, De 2:11 

21 a people as great, numerous, 
and tall as the Anakim, but the Lorp 
destroyed them before them. And 
they dispossessed them and settled in 
their place, 

22 just as He did for the sons of 
Esau, who live in Seir, when He de- 
stroyed the Horites from before them; 
they dispossessed them and settled in 
their place even to this day. 

23 And the Avvim, who lived in 
villages as far as Gaza, the 'Caph- 
torim who came from 'Caphtor, de- 
stroyed them and lived in their place.) 

24 ‘Arise, set out, and pass through 
the 8valley of Arnon. Look! I have 
given Sihon the Amorite, king of Hes- 
hbon, and his land into your hand; 
begin to take possession and contend 
with him in battle. Nu 21:13, 14; Ju 11:18 

25 ‘This day I will begin to put 
Rthe dread and fear of you upon the 
peoples everywhere under the heav- 
ens, who, when they hear the report of 
you, will tremble and be in anguish 
because of you.’ Ex 23:27; De 11:25; Jos 2:9 
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26 “8So I sent messengers from 
the wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon 
king of Heshbon with words of peace, 
Saying, Nu 21:21-32; De 1:4; Ju 11:19-21 

27 ‘Let me pass through your 
land, I will ™travel only on the high- 
way; I will not turn aside to the right 
or to the left. Lit go by the way 

28 ‘You will sell me food for 
money so that I may eat, and give me 
water for money so that I may drink, 
only let me pass through on foot, 

29 just as the sons of Esau who 
live in Seir and the Moabites who live 
in 8Ar did for me, until I cross over the 
Jordan into the land which the Lorp 
our God is giving to us’ De 2:9 

30 “But Sihon king of Heshbon 
was not willing for us to pass through 
his land; for the Lorp your God hard- 
ened his spirit and made his heart ob- 
stinate, in order to deliver him into 
your hand, as he is today. 

31 “The Lorp said to me, ‘See, I 
have begun to deliver Sihon and his 
land over to you. Begin to occupy, that 
you may possess his land.’ 

32 “Then Sihon ‘with all his peo- 
ple came out to meet us in battle at 
Jahaz. Lit he and 

33 “The Lorp our God delivered 
him over to us, and we defeated him 
with his sons and all his people. 

34 “So we captured all his cities at 
that time and 8utterly destroyed the 
men, women and children of every 
city. We left no survivor. De 3:6; 7:2 

35 “We took Ronly the animals as 
our booty and the spoil of the cities 
which we had captured. De 3:7 

36 “From Aroer which is on the 
edge of the valley of Arnon and from 
the city which is in the ‘valley, even 
to Gilead, there was no city that was 
too high for us; the Lorp our God de- 
livered all Tover to uS. Or wadi Lit before us 

37 “Only you did not go near to 
the land of the sons of Ammon, all 
along the river Jabbok and the cities 
of the hill country, and wherever the 
Lorp our God had commanded us. 


Conquests Recounted 
x feta we turned and went up the 
road to Bashan, and Og, king of 
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Bashan, with all his people came out 
to meet us in battle at Edrei. Nu 21:33-35 
2 “But the Lorp said to me, ‘Do 
not fear him, for I have delivered him 
and all his people and his land into 
your hand; and you shall do to him 
just as you did to Sihon king of the 
Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.’ 

3 “So the Lorp our God delivered 
Og also, king of Bashan, with all his 
people into our hand, and we smote 
them until no survivor was left. 

4 “We captured all his cities at 
that time; there was not a city which 
we did not take from them: sixty 
cities, all the region of Argob, the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan. 

5 “All these were cities fortified 
with high walls, gates and bars, be- 
sides a great many unwalled towns. 

6 “We utterly destroyed them, as 
we did to ®Sihon king of Heshbon, 
Rutterly destroying the men, women 
and children of every city. De 1:4 « De 2:34 

7 “RBut all the animals and the 
spoil of the cities we took as our 
booty. De 2:35 

8 “RThus we took the land at that 
time from the hand of the two kings of 
the Amorites who were beyond the 
Jordan, from the valley of Arnon to 
Mount Hermon Nu 32:33; Jos 12:1-7; 13:8-12 

9 (Sidonians call Hermon 
RSirion, and the Amorites call it 
Senir): De 4:48; Jos 11:17; Ps 42:6; 133:3 « Ps 29:6 

10 all the cities of the plateau and 
all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as 
Salecah and Edrei, cities of the king- 
dom of Og in Bashan. Jos 13:1] 

11 (For only Og king of Bashan 
was left of the remnant of the 
RRephaim. Behold, his bedstead was 
an iron bedstead; it is in Rabbah of 
the sons of Ammon. Its length was 
nine cubits and its width four cubits 
by ordinary cubit.) Ge 14:5; De 2:11, 20 

12 “So we took possession of this 
land at that time. From ®Aroer, which 
is by the ‘valley of Arnon, and half the 
hill country of ®Gilead and its cities I 
gave to the Reubenites and to the Ga- 
dites. De 2:36 ¢ Or wadi ¢ Nu 32:32-38; Jos 13:8-13 

13 “The rest of Gilead and all 
Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to 
the half-tribe of Manasseh, all the re- 
gion of Argob (concerning all Bashan, 
it is called the land of Rephaim. 

14 Jair the son of Manasseh took 
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all the region of Argob as far as the 
border of the Geshurites and the Maa- 
cathites, and called it, that is, Bashan, 
after his own name, Havvoth-jair, as it 
is to this day.) : 

15 “To Machir I gave Gilead. 

16 “To the Reubenites and to the 
Gadites I gave from Gilead even as far 
as the valley of Arnon, the middle of 
the valley as a border and as far as 
the river Jabbok, the border of the 
sons of Ammon; Nu 21:24; De 2:37 

17 the Arabah also, with the Jor- 
dan as a border, from *Chinnereth 
even as far as the sea of the Arabah, 
Rthe Salt Sea, at the foot of the slopes 
of Pisgah on the east. Ge 14:3; Jos 3:16 

18 “Then I commanded you at that 
time, saying, ‘“The Lorp your God has 
given you this land to possess it; Rall 
you valiant men shall cross over 
armed before your brothers, the sons 
of Israel. Jos 1:13 © Nu 32:20; Jos 4:12, 13 

19 ‘8But your wives and your little 
ones and your livestock (I know that 
you have ®much livestock) shall re- 
main in your cities which I have given 

ou Jos 1:14 ¢ Ex 12:38 

20 Runtil the Lorp gives rest to 
your fellow countrymen as to you, 
and they also possess the land which 
the Lorp your God will give them be- 
yond the Jordan. SThen you may re- 
turn every man to his possession 
which I have given you.’ Jos 1:15 « Jos 22:4 

21 “I commanded Joshua at that 
time, saying, ‘Your eyes have seen all 
that the Lorp your God has done to 
these two kings; so the Lorp shall do 
to all the kingdoms into which you 
are about to cross. 

22 ‘Do not fear them, for the Lorp 
your God is the one fighting for you.’ 

23 “I also pleaded with the Lorp 
at that time, saying, 

24 ‘O Lord Gop, You have begun to 
show Your servant Your greatness and 
Your strong hand; for what ®god is 
there in heaven or on earth who can 
do such works and mighty acts as 
Yours? Ex 8:10; 15:11; 2 Sa 7:22; Ps 71:19: 86:8 

25 ‘Let me, I pray, cross over and 
see the Rfair land that is beyond the 
Jordan, ‘that good hill country and 
Lebanon,’ De 4:22 © Lit this 

26 “But 8the Lorp was angry with 
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me on your account, and would not 
listen to me; and the Lorp said to me, 
‘TEnough! Speak to Me no more of 
this matter. De 1:37 ¢ Lit Enough for you 

27 ‘Go up to the top of ®Pisgah 
and lift up your eyes to the west and 
north and south and east, and see it 
with your eyes, for you shall not cross 
over this Jordan. Nu 23:14; 27:12 
» 28 ‘But charge Joshua and en- 
courage him and strengthen him, for 
he shall go across at the head of this 
people, and he will give them as an in- 
heritance the land which you will see.’ 

29. “So we remained in the valley 
opposite 8Beth-peor. Nu 25:1-3: De 4:46; 34:6 


Israel Urged to Obey God’s Law 
deere O Israel, listen to the 
statutes and the judgments which I 
am teaching you to perform, so that 
you may live and go in and take pos- 
session of the land which the Lorp, 
the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
2 “RYou shall not add to the 
word which ®I am commanding 
you, nor take away from it, that you 
may keep the commandments of the 
Lorp your God which I command 
you. De 12:32; Pr 30:6; Re 22:18 ¢ De 4:5, 14, 40 

3 “RYour eyes have seen what the 
Lorp has done in the case of Baal- 
peor, for all the men who followed 
Baal-peor, the Lorp your God has de- 
stroyed them from among you. Nu25:1-9 

4 “But you who held fast to the 
Lorp your God are alive today, every 
one of you. 

5 “See, I have taught you statutes 
and judgments 8just as the Lorp my 
God commanded me, that you should 
do thus in the land where you are en- 
tering to possess it. Le 26:46; 27:34 

6 “So keep and do them, for that 

is your wisdom and your under- 
standing in the sight of the peoples 
who will hear all these statutes and 
say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.’ 

7 “For ®what great nation is there 
that has a god so near to it as is the 
Lorp our God 8whenever we call on 
Him? De 4:32-34; 2 Sa 7:23 © Ps 34:18; 85:9 

8 “Or what great nation is there 
that has statutes and judgments as 
righteous as this whole law which I 
am setting before you today? 
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9 “Only ®give heed to yourself 
and keep your soul diligently, so 
that you do not forget the things 
which your eyes have seen and they 
do not depart from your heart all the 
days of your life; but make them 
known to your sons and your grand- 
sons. De 4:23; 6:12; 8:11, 14, 19; Pr 4:23; 23:19 
10 “Remember the day you stood 
before the Lorp your God at Horeb, 
when the Lorp said to me, ‘Assemble 
the people to Me, that I may let them 
hear My words 8so they may learn to 
Ffear Me all the days they live on the 
earth, and that they may &teach their 
children,’ De 14:23; 17:19; 31:12, 13 © De 4:9 
11 “You came near and stood at 
the foot of the mountain, Rand the 
mountain burned with fire to the very 
heart of the heavens: darkness, cloud 
and thick gloom. Ex 19:18; He 12:18, 19 
12 “Then the Lorp spoke to you 
from the midst of the fire; you heard 
the sound of words, but you saw no 
form—only a voice. 

13 “So He declared to. you His 
covenant which He commanded you 
to perform, that is, §the Ten Com- 
mandments; and He wrote them on 
two tablets of stone. Ex 34:28; De 10:4 

14 “The Lorp commanded me at 
that time to teach you statutes and 
judgments, that you might perform 
them in the land where you are going 
over to possess it. 

15 “So watch yourselves carefully, 
since you did not see any form on the 
day the Lorp spoke to you at Horeb 
from the midst of the fire, 

16 sothat you do not act corruptly 
and make a graven image for your- 
selves in the form of any figure, the 
likeness of male or female, 

17 the likeness of any animal that 
is on the earth, the likeness of any 
winged bird that flies in the sky, Ro 1:23 

18 the likeness of anything that 
creeps on the ground, the likeness of 
any fish that is in the water below the 
earth. 

19 “And beware not to lift up your 
eyes to heaven and see the sun and 
the moon and the stars, ®all the host 
of heaven, and be drawn away and 
worship them and serve them, those 
which the Lorp your God has allotted 
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to all the peoples under the whole 
heaven. Ge 2:1; De 17:3; 2 Ki 17:16; 21:3 

20 “But the Lorp has taken you 
and brought you out of the iron fur- 
nace, from Egypt, to be a people for 
His own possession, as today. 

21 “kRNow the LorpD was angry 
with me on your account, and swore 
that I would not cross the Jordan, and 
that I would not enter the good land 
which the Lorp your God is giving 
you as an inheritance. Nu 20:12; De 1:37 

22 “For 81 will die in this land, I 
shall not cross the Jordan, but you 
shall cross and take possession of this 
Rgood land. Nu 27:13, 14 © De 3:25 

23 “So watch yourselves, ®that you 
do not forget the covenant of the Lorp 
your God which He made with you, 
and make for yourselves a graven 
image in the form of anything against 
which the Lorp your God has com- 
manded you. De 4:9 De 4:16 

24 “For the Lorp your God is a 
consuming fire, a jealous God. 

25 “When you ‘become the father 
of children and children’s children 
and have remained long in the land, 
and 8act corruptly, and kmake an idol 
in the form of anything, and 8do that 
which is evil in the sight of the Lorp 
your God so as to provoke Him to 
anger, Lit beget * De 4:16 * De 4:23 ¢ 2 Ki 17:17 

26 I call heaven and earth to wit- 
ness against you today, that you will 
surely perish quickly from the land 
where you are going over the Jordan 
to possess it. You shall not live long on 
it, but will be utterly destroyed. 

27 “The Lorp will scatter you 
among the peoples, and you will be 
left few in number among the nations 
where the Lorp drives you. 

28 “8There you will serve gods, 
the work of man’s hands, wood and 
stone, which neither see nor hear nor 
eat nor smell. De 28:36, 64; Je 16:13 © De 29:17 

29 “But from there you will seek 
the Lorb your God, and you will find 
Him if you search for Him ®with all 
your heart and all your soul. De 6:5; 10:12 

30 “When you fare in distress and 
all these things have come upon you, 
in the latter days 8you will return to 
the Lorp your God and listen to His 
voice. Ps 18:6; 59:16; 107:6, 13 ¢ Je 4:1, 2 

31 “For the Lorp your God is a 
compassionate God; He will not 
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fail you nor Rdestroy you nor *forget 
the covenant with your fathers which 
He swore to them. Je 30:11 + Le 26:45 

32 “Indeed, Sask now concerning 
the former days which were before 
you, since the kday that God created 
man on the earth, and inquire from 
one end of the heavens to the other. 
Has anything been done like this 
great thing, or has anything been 
heard like it? De 32:7; Job 8:8 ¢ Ge 1:27: Is 45:12 

33 “RHas any people heard the 
voice of God speaking from the midst 
of the fire, as you have heard it, and 
survived? Ex 20:22; De 5:24, 26 

34 “ROr has a god tried to go to 
take for himself a nation from within 
another nation ®by trials, by signs 
and wonders and by war and by a 
mighty hand and by an outstretched 
arm and by great terrors, as the LorpD 
your God did for you in Egypt before 
your eyes? Ex 14:30; De 33:29 ¢ De 7:19 

35 “To you it was shown that you 
might know that the Lorp, He is God; 
there is no other besides Him. 

36 “Out of the heavens He let you 
hear His voice 8to discipline you; and 
on earth He let you see His great fire, 
and you heard His words from the 
midst of the fire. De 8:5 

37 “RBecause He loved your fa- 
thers, therefore He chose their de- 
scendants after them. And He 
personally brought you from Egypt 
by His great power, De 7:7, 8; 10:15; 33:3 

38 driving out from before you na- 
tions greater and mightier than you, 
to bring you in and to give you their 
land for an inheritance, as it is today. 

39 “Know therefore today, and 
take it to your heart, that the Lorp, He 
is God in heaven above and on the 
earth below; there is no other. 

40 “So you shall keep His statutes 
and His commandments which I am 
giving you today, that it may go well 
with you and with your children after 
you, and that you may live long on the 
land which the Lorp your God is giv- 
ing you for all time.” 

_4l Then Moses set apart three 
cities across the Jordan to the east, 

42 that a manslayer might flee 
there, who unintentionally slew his 
neighbor without having enmity to- 
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ward him in time past; and by fleeing 
_ to one of these cities he might live: 

43 Bezer in the wilderness on the 
plateau for the Reubenites, and 
Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and 
Golan in Bashan for the Manassites. 

44 Now this is the law which 
Moses set before the sons of Israel; 

45 these are the testimonies and 
the statutes and the ordinances which 
Moses spoke to the sons of Israel, 
when they came out from Egypt, 

46 across the Jordan, in the valley 
Ropposite Beth-peor, in the land of 
RSihon king of the Amorites who lived 
at Heshbon, whom Moses and the 
sons of Israel defeated when they 
came out from Egypt. De 3:29 « Nu 21:21-25 

47 They took possession of his 
land and the land of 8Og king of 
Bashan, the two kings of the Amor- 
ites, who were across the Jordan to 
the Teast, De 1:4; 3:3, 4 © Lit sunrise 

48 from Aroer, which is on the 
edge of the valley of Arnon, even as 
far as Mount Sion (that is, Hermon), 

49 with all the Arabah across the 
Jordan to the east, even as far as the 
sea of the Arabah, ‘at the foot of the 
slopes of Pisgah. Lit under 


The Ten Commandments 
Repeated 

Then Moses summoned all Is- 
wr rael and said to them: 

“Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the 
ordinances which I am speaking 
today in your "hearing, that you may 
learn them and observe 'them care- 
fully. Lit ears ¢ Lit to do them 

2 “The Lorp our God made 8a 
covenant with us at Horeb. &x 19:5; Mal 4:4 

3 “RThe Lorp did not make this 
covenant with our fathers, but with 
us, with all those of ‘us alive here 
today. Je 31:32; He 8:9 « Lit us ourselves 

4 “The Lorp spoke to you ®face 
to face at the mountain ®from the 
midst of the fire, Nu 14:14; De 34:10 « De 4:33 

5 while 8I was standing between 
the Lorp and you at that time, to de- 
clare to you the word of the Lorp; ®for 
you were afraid because of the fire 
and did not go up the mountain. He 
said, Ga 3:19 © Ex 19:16, 21-24; 20:18; He 12:18-21 

6 ‘I am the Lorp your God who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of ‘slavery. __ Litslaves 
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7 ‘®You shall have no other gods 
Tpefore Me. . Ex 20:3 ¢ Or besides 

8 ‘You shall not make for your- 
self an idol, or any likeness of what is 
in heaven above or on the earth be- 
neath or in the water under the earth. 

9 ‘You shall not worship them or 
serve them; for I, the Lorp your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children, and on 
the third and the fourth generations 
of those who hate Me, 

10 but showing lovingkindness to 
thousands, to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments. 

11 ‘You shall not take the name of 
the Lorp your God in vain, for the 
Lorp will not leave him unpunished 
who takes His name in vain. 

12 ‘Observe the sabbath day to 
keep it holy, as the Lorp your God 
commanded you. 

13 ‘Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work, 

14 but 8the seventh day is a sab- 
bath of the Lorp your God; in it you 
shall not do any work, you or your 
son or your daughter or your male 
servant or your female servant or 
your ox or your donkey or any of your 
cattle or your sojourner who ‘stays 
with you, so that your male servant 
and your female servant may rest as 
well as you. Ge 2:2; He 4:4 « Lit is in your gates 

15 ‘®You shall remember that you 
were a Slave in the land of Egypt, and 
the Lorp your God brought you out of 
there by a mighty hand and by an out- 
stretched arm; therefore the Lorp 
your God commanded you to observe 
the sabbath day. Ex 20:11 

16 ‘Honor your father and your 
mother, as the Lorp your God has 
commanded you, 8that your days may 
be prolonged and that it may go well 
with you on the land which the Lorp 
your God gives you. De 4:40 

17 ‘You shall not murder. 

18 ‘You shall not commit adultery. 

19 ‘You shall not steal. 

20 ‘You shall not bear false wit- 
ness against your neighbor. 

21 ‘You shall not covet your neigh- 
bor’s wife, and you shall not desire 
your neighbor’s house, his field or his 
male servant or his female servant, 
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his ox or his donkey or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.’ 


Moses Interceded 

22 “These words the Lorp spoke 
to all your assembly at the mountain 
from the midst of the fire, of the cloud 
and of the thick gloom, with a great 
voice, and He added no more. 8He 
wrote them on two tablets of stone 
and gave them to me. Ex 24:12; 31:18; De 4:13 

23 “And when you heard the voice 
from the midst of the darkness, while 
the mountain was burning with fire, 
you came near to me, all the heads of 
your tribes and your elders. 

24 “You said, ‘Behold, the Lorp 
our God has shown us His glory and 
His greatness, and we have heard His 
voice from the midst of the fire; we 
have seen today that God speaks with 
man, yet he lives. 

25 ‘Now then why should we die? 
For this great fire will consume us; if 
we hear the voice of the Lorp our God 
any longer, then we will die. 

26 ‘For 8who is there of all flesh 
who has heard the voice of the living 
God speaking from the midst of the 
fire, as we have, and lived? De 4:33 

27 ‘Go near and hear all that the 
Lorp our God says; then speak to us 
all that the Lorp our God speaks to 
you, and we will hear and do it.’ 

28 “The Lorp heard the voice of 
your words when you spoke to me, 
Rand the Lorp said to me, ‘I have 
heard the voice of the words of this 
people which they have spoken to 
you. They have done well in all that 
they have spoken. De 18:17 

29 ‘8Oh that they had such a heart 
in them, that they would fear Me and 
keep all My commandments always, 
that it may be well with them and 
with their sons forever! ps 81:13: Is 48:18 

30 ‘Go, say to them, “Return to 
your tents.” 

31 ‘But as for you, stand here by 
Me, that I may speak to you all the 
commandments and the statutes and 
the judgments which you shall teach 
them, that they may observe them in 
the land which I give them to possess.’ 

32 “So you shall observe to do 

just as the Lorp your God has 
commanded you; you shall not turn 
aside to the right or to the left. 
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33 “You shall walk in all the way 
which the Lorp your God has com- 
manded you, that you may live and 
that it may be well with you, and that 
you may prolong your days in the 
land which you will possess. 


Obey God and Prosper 

“Now this is the commandment, 

the statutes and the judgments 
which the Lorp your God has com- 
manded me to teach you, that you 
might do them in the land where you 
are going over to possess it, 

2 so that you and your son and 
your grandson might fear the Lorp 
your God, to keep all His statutes and 
His commandments which I com- 
mand you, all the days of your life, 
and that your days may be prolonged. 

3 “O Israel, you should listen and 
be careful to do it, that it may be well 
with you and that you may multiply 
greatly, just as the Lorp, the God of 
your fathers, has promised you, in a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lorp is 
our God, the Lorn is one! 

5 “You shall love the Lorp your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might. 

6 “RThese words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall be 
on your heart. De 11:18 

7 “You shall teach them dili- 
gently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk by the way and when 
you lie down and when you rise up. 

8 “You shall bind them as a sign 
on your hand and they shall be as 
frontals on your forehead. 

9 “RYou shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. De 11:20 

10 “Then it shall come about when 
the Lorp your God brings you into the 
land which He swore to your fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give 
you, great and splendid cities which 
you did not build, 

11 and houses full of all good 
things which you did not fill, and 
hewn cisterns which you did not dig, 
vineyards and olive trees which you 
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did not plant, and ®you eat and are 
satisfied, De 8:10; 11:15; 14:29 
~ 12 then watch yourself; that 8you 
do not forget the Lorp who brought 
you from the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of ‘slavery. De 4:9 « Lit slaves 

13 “You shall *fear only the Lorp 
your God; and you shall worship Him 
and swear by His name. 

14 “RYou shall not follow other 
gods, any of the gods of the peoples 
who surround you, Je 25:6 

_15 for the Lorp your God in the 
midst of you is a §jealous God; other- 
wise the anger of the Lorp your God 
will be kindled against you, and He 
will ‘wipe you off the face of the 
earth. De 4:24: 5:9 « Lit destroy 

16 “You shall not put the Lorp 
your God to the test, as you tested 
Him at Massah. Ma 4:7; Lk 4:12 © Ex 17:7 

17 “8You should diligently keep 
the commandments of the Lorp your 
God, and His testimonies and His 
statutes which He has commanded 
you. De 11:22; Ps 119:4 
18 “You shall do what is right and 
good in the sight of the Lorp, that Rit 
may be well with you and that you 
may go in and possess the good land 
which the Lorpb swore to give your fa- 
thers, De 4:40 

19 by driving out all your enemies 
from before you, as the LorD has spo- 


n. 

20 “fWhen your son asks you in 
time to come, saying, ‘What do the 
testimonies and the statutes and the 
judgments mean which the Lorp our 
God commanded you?’ Ex 13:8, 14 

21 then you shall say to your son, 
‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, 
and the Lorp brought us from Egypt 
with a mighty hand. 

22 ‘Moreover, the Lorp showed 
great and distressing signs and won- 
ders before our eyes against Egypt, 
Pharaoh and all his household; 

23 He brought us out from there 
in order to bring us in, to give us the 
land which He had sworn to our fa- 
thers.’ 

24 “So the Lorp commanded us to 
observe all these statutes, to fear the 
Lorp our God for our good always 
and for our survival, as it is today. 

25 “It will be righteousness for us 
if we Tare careful to observe all this 
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commandment before the Lorp our 
God, just as He commanded us. ‘tit keep 


Warnings 
apy shen the Lorp your God brings 
you into the land where you are en- 
tering to possess it, and clears away 
many nations before you, the Hittites 
and the Girgashites and the Amorites 
and the Canaanites and the Perizzites 
and the Hivites and the Jebusites, ®se- 
ven nations greater and stronger than 
you, De 20:16-18 ¢ Ac 13:19 

2 and when the Lorp your God 
delivers them before you and you de- 
feat them, ®then you shall utterly de- 
stroy them. You shall make no 
covenant with them and show no 
favor to them. Nu 31:17; Jos 11:11 © Ex 23:32 

3 “Furthermore, 8you shall not 
intermarry with them; you shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, nor 
shall you take their daughters for 
your Sons. Ex 34:15, 16; Jos 23:12; Ez 9:2 

4 “For "they will turn your Tsons 
away from following Me to serve 
other gods; then the anger of the Lorp 
will be kindled against you and 8He 
will quickly destroy you.  Lithee De 4:26 

5 “But thus you shall do to them: 
you shall tear down their altars, and 
smash their sacred pillars, and hew 
down their FAsherim, and burn their 
graven images with fire. 

6 “For you are 8a holy people to 
the Lorp your God; the Lorp your 
God has chosen you to be a people 
for His own possession out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. Ex 19:6; De 14:2, 21; Ps 50:5; Je 2:3 

7 “kThe Lorp did not set His love 
on you nor choose you because you 
were more in number than any of the 
peoples, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples, De 4:37 
y* 8 but because the Lorp loved 

you and kept the 8oath which He 
swore to your forefathers, the Lorp 
brought you out by a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the house of 
Tglavery, from the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. Ex 32:13 ¢ Ex 13:3 @ Lit slaves 

9 “Know therefore that the Lorp 
your God, He is God, the faithful God, 
who Keeps His covenant and His lov- 


6:13 Or reverence 7:5 I.e. wooden symbols of a 
female deity % 7:8-9 


DEUTERONOMY 7:10 


ingkindness to a thousandth genera- 
tion with those who love Him and 
keep His commandments; De 5:10 

10 but repays those who hate Him 
to their faces, to destroy them; He will 
not delay with him who hates Him, He 
will repay him to his face. 

11 “Therefore, you shall keep the 
commandment and the statutes and 
the judgments which I am command- 
ing you today, to do them. 


Promises of God 

12 “Then it shall come about, be- 
cause you listen to these judgments 
and keep and do them, that the Lorp 
your God will keep with you His 
covenant and His lovingkindness 
which He swore to your forefathers. 

13 “He will love you and bless you 
and multiply you; He will also bless 
the fruit of your womb and the fruit 
of your ground, your grain and your 
new wine and your oil, the increase of 
your herd and the young of your 
flock, in the land which He swore to 
your forefathers to give you. 

14 “You shall be blessed above all 
peoples; there will be no male or fe- 
male ®barren among you or among 
your cattle. Ex 23:26 

15 “The Lorp will remove from 
you all sickness; and He will not put 
on you any of the harmful diseases of 
Egypt which you have known, but He 
will lay them on all who hate you. 

16 “You shall consume all the peo- 
ples whom the Lorp your God will de- 
liver to you; your eye shall not pity 
them, nor shall you serve their gods, 
for that would be a snare to you. 

17 “If you should say in your 
heart, ‘These nations are greater than 
I; how can I ®dispossess them?’ nu 33:53 

18 you shall not be afraid of them; 
you shall well 8remember what the 
Lorpb your God did to Pharaoh and to 
all Egypt: Ps 105:5 

19 8the great trials which your 
eyes Saw and the signs and the won- 
ders and the mighty hand and the out- 
stretched arm by which the Lorp your 
God brought you out. So shall the 
Lorp your God do to all the peoples of 
whom you are afraid. De 4:34 

20 “Moreover, the Lorp your God 
will send the hornet against them, 
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until those who are left and hide 
themselves from you perish. 

21 “You shall not dread them, for 
the Lorp your God is in your midst, a 
great and awesome God. 

22 “The Lorp your God will clear 
away these nations before you little 
by little; you will not be able to put an 
end to them quickly, for the ‘wild 
beasts would grow too numerous for 
you. Ex 23:29, 30 © Lit beasts of the field 

23 “But the Lorp your God will 
deliver them before you, and will 
throw them into great confusion until 
they are destroyed. Ex 23:27; Jos 10:10 

24 “He will deliver their kings into 
your hand so that you will make their 
name perish from under heaven; no 
man will be able to stand before you 
until you have destroyed them. 

25 “The graven images of their 
gods you are to burn with fire; you 
shall ®not covet the silver or the gold 
that is on them, nor take it for your- 
selves, or you will be snared by it, for 
it is an abomination to the Lorp your 
God. Ex 32:20; De 12:3; 1 Ch 14:12 ¢ Ex 20:17 ¢ De 17:1 

26 “You shall not bring an abomi- 
nation into your house, and like it 
come under the ban; you shall utterly 
detest it and you shall utterly abhor 
it, for it is something banned. Le 27:28F 


God’s Gracious Dealings 
“All the commandments that I am 
commanding you today you shall 
be careful to do, that you may live 
and multiply, and go in and possess 
the land which the Lorp swore to give 
to your forefathers. De 4:1 
2 “RYou shall remember all the 
way which the Lorp your God has led 
you in the wilderness these forty 
years, that He might humble you, test- 
ing you, to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep His 
commandments or not. De 8:16 
3 “He humbled you and let you 
be hungry, and fed you with manna 
which you did not know, nor did your 
fathers know, that He might make you 
Tunderstand that kman does not live 
by bread alone, but man lives by 
everything that proceeds out of the 
mouth of the LORD. Lit know ¢ Ma 4:4; Lk 4:4 
4 “RYour clothing did not wear 
out on you, nor did your foot swell 
these forty years. De 29:5; Ne 9:21 
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5 “Thus you are to know in your 

heart that the Lorp your God 
was disciplining you just as a man 
disciplines his son. 

6 “Therefore, you shall keep the 
commandments of the Lorp your God, 
to walk in His ways and to fear Him. 

_ 7 “For ®the Lorp your God is 
bringing you into a good land, a land 
of brooks of water, of fountains and 
springs, flowing forth in valleys and 
hills; De 11:9-12: Je 2:7 

_ 8 a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, 
a land of olive oil and honey; 

9 a land where you will eat food 
without scarcity, in which you will not 
lack anything; a land whose stones 
are iron, and out of whose hills you 
can dig copper. 

10 “When 2you have eaten and are 
satisfied, you shall bless the Lorp 
your God for the good land which He 
has given you. De 6:11 

11 “Beware that you do not ®for- 
get the Lorp your God by not keeping 
His commandments and His ordi- 
nances and His statutes which I am 
commanding you today; De 4:9 

12 otherwise, when you have 
eaten and are Satisfied, and have built 
good houses and lived in them, 

13 and when your herds and your 
flocks multiply, and your silver and 
gold multiply, and all that you have 
multiplies, 

14 then your heart will become 
Tproud and you will ®forget the Lorp 
your God who brought you out from 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
Tglavery. Lit lifted up * De 8:11; Ps 106:21 « Lit slaves 

15 “He led you through &the great 
and terrible wilderness, with its ®fiery 
serpents and scorpions and thirsty 
ground where there was no water; He 
brought water for you out of the rock 
of flint. De 1:19; Je 2:6 ¢ Nu 21:6 

16 “In the wilderness He fed you 
manna ®which your fathers did not 
know, that He might humble you and 
that He might 8test you, to do good for 
you Tin the end. Ex 16:15 « De 8:2 « Lit at your end 

17 “Otherwise, you may say in 
your heart, ‘My power and the 
strength of my hand made me this 
wealth,’ De 9:4 
ope 18 “But you shall remember the 

Lorp your God, for it is He who 
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is giving you power to make wealth, 
that He may confirm His covenant 
which He swore to your fathers, as it 
is this day. Pr 10:22; Ho 2:8 

19 “It shall come about if you ever 
forget the Lorp your God and go after 
other gods and serve them and wor- 
ship them, 8] testify against you today 
that you will surely perish. De 4:26; 30:18 

20 “Like the nations that the Lorp 
makes to perish before you, so 8you 
shall perish; because you would not 
listen to the voice of the Lorp your 
God. Eze 5:5-17 


Israel Provoked God 
“Hear, O Israel! You are crossing 
over the Jordan today to go in to 
dispossess nations greater and 
mightier than you, great cities ®forti- 
fied to heaven, De 4:38; 7:1; 11:23 © De 1:28 

2 apeople great and tall, the sons 
of the Anakim, whom you know and 
of whom you have heard iit said, 
‘RWho can stand before the sons of 
Anak?’ Nu 13:22, 28, 33; Jos 11:21, 22 

3 “Know therefore today that Rit 
is the Lorp your God who is crossing 
over before you as 8a consuming fire. 
He will destroy them and He will sub- 
due them before you, so that you may 
drive them out and destroy them 
quickly, just as the Lorp has spoken 
to you. De 31:3: Jos 3:11 © De 4:24; He 12:29 

4 “RDo not say in your heart 
when the Lorp your God has driven 
them out before you, ‘Because of my 
righteousness the Lorp has brought 
me in to possess this land, but it is be- 
cause of the wickedness of these na- 
tions that the Lorp is dispossessing 
them before you. De 8:17; 9:7, 24; 31:27 

5 “It is not for your righteousness 
or for the uprightness of your heart 
that you are going to possess their 
land, but it is because of the wicked- 
ness of these nations that the Lorp 
your God is driving them out before 
you, in order to confirm the oath 
which the Lorp swore to your fathers, 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

6 “Know, then, it is not because 
of your righteousness that the Lorp 
your God is giving you this good land 
to possess, for you are 8a ‘stubborn 
people. De 9:12; 10:16; 31:27 © Or stiff-necked 
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7 “Remember, do not forget how 
you provoked the Lorp your God to 
wrath in the wilderness; ®from the 
day that you left the land of Egypt 
until you arrived at this place, you 
have been rebellious against the 
LORD. Ex 14:10f; Nu 14:22 

8 “Even Sat Horeb you provoked 
the Lorp to wrath, and the LorpD was 
so angry with you that He would have 
destroyed you. Ex 32:7-10; Ps 106:19 

9 “When I went up to the moun- 
tain to receive the tablets of stone, the 
tablets of the covenant which the 
Lorp had made with you, then I re- 
mained on the mountain forty days 
and nights; 81 neither ate bread nor 
drank water. Ex 24:18; 34:28; De 8:3; 9:18 

10 “The Lorp gave me the two 
tablets of stone ®written by the finger 
of God; and on them were all the 
words which the Lorp had spoken 
with you at the mountain from the 
midst of the fire on the day of the as- 
sembly. De 4:13 

11 “It came about at the end of 
forty days and nights that the Lorp 
gave me the two tablets of stone, the 
tablets of the covenant. De 9:9 

12 “Then the Lorp said to me, 
‘Arise, go down from here quickly, for 
your people whom you brought out of 
Egypt have acted corruptly. They have 
quickly turned aside from the way 
which I commanded them; they have 
made a molten image for themselves.’ 

13 “The Lorpb spoke further to me, 
saying, ‘I have seen this people, and 
indeed, it is a stubborn people. 

14 ‘8Let Me alone, that I may de- 
stroy them and ®blot out their name 
from under heaven; and I will make 
of you a nation mightier and greater 
than they,’ Ex 32:10 Ps 9:5: 109:13 

15 “8So I turned and came down 
from the mountain while the moun- 
tain was burning with fire, and the 
two tablets of the covenant were in 
my two hands. Ex 32:15-19 

16 “And I saw that you had indeed 
sinned against the Lorp your God. 
You had made for yourselves a molten 
calf; you had turned aside quickly 
from the way which the Lorp had 
commanded you. 

17 “I took hold of the two tablets 
and threw them from my hands and 
smashed them before your eyes. 
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18 “] fell down before the Lorp, 
Ras at the first, forty days and nights; 
RT neither ate bread nor drank water, 
Rbecause of all your sin which you had 
committed in doing what was evil in 
the sight of the Lorp to provoke Him 
to anger. Ex 34:28 ¢ De 10:10 ¢ De 9:9 * Ex 34:9 

19 “For I was afraid of the anger 
and hot displeasure with which the 
Lorp was wrathful against you in 
order to destroy you, but the Lorp lis- 
tened to me that time also. 

20 “The Lorp was angry enough 
with Aaron to destroy him; so I also 
prayed for Aaron at the same time. 

21 “I took your sinful thing, the 
calf which you had made, and 
burned it with fire and crushed it, 
grinding it very small until it was as 
fine as dust; and I threw its dust into 
the brook that came down from the 
mountain. 

22 “Again at Taberah and at Mas- 
sah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you pro- 
voked the Lorp to wrath. 

23 “When the Lorp sent you from 
RKadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and 
possess the land which I have given 
you, then you rebelled against the 
Tcommand of the Lorp your God; you 
neither believed Him nor listened to 
His voice. De 1:2 ¢ De 1:21 ¢ Lit mouth 

24 “8You have been rebellious 
against the Lorp from the day I knew 
you. De 9:7; 31:27 

25 “RSo I fell down before the 
Lorp the forty days and nights, which 
I ™did because the Lorp had said He 
would destroy you. De 9:18 © Lit fell down 

26 “I prayed to the Lorp and said, 
‘O Lord Gop, do not destroy Your peo- 
ple, even Your inheritance, whom You 
have redeemed through Your great- 
ness, whom You have brought out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand. 

27 ‘Remember Your — servants, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not 
look at the stubbornness of this peo- 
ple or at their wickedness or their sin. 

28 ‘Otherwise the land from 
which You brought us may say, “Be- 
cause the Lorp was not able to bring 
them into the land which He had 
promised them and because He hated 
them He has brought them out to slay 
them in the wilderness.” 

29 ‘Yet they are Your people, even 
Your inheritance, whom You have 
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brought out by Your ®great power and 
Your outstretched arm.’ De 4:34 


The Tablets Rewritten 

10 that time the Lorp said to 
me, ‘Cut out for yourself two 

tablets of stone like the former ones, 

and come up to Me on the mountain, 

and ®make an ark of wood for your- 

self. Ex 34:1 ¢ Ex 25:10 

2 ‘8] will write on the tablets the 
words that were on the former tablets 
which you shattered, and ®you shall 
put them in the ark’ De 4:13 © Ex 25:16 

3 “So 8] made an ark of acacia 
wood and 8cut out two tablets of stone 
- like the former ones, and went up on 
the mountain with the two tablets in 
my hand. Ex 25:5; 37:1-9 ¢ Ex 34:4 

4 “He wrote on the tablets, like 
the former writing, 8the Ten Com- 
mandments 8which the Lorp had spo- 
ken to you on the mountain from the 
midst of the fire on the day of the as- 
sembly; and the Lorp gave them to 

Ex 34:28; De 4:13 ¢ Ex 20:1 ¢ De 9:10; 18:16 

5 “Then I turned and ®came 
down from the mountain and ®put the 
tablets in the ark which I had made; 
Rand there they are, as the LorD com- 
manded me.” Ex 34:29 © Ex 40:20 © 1 Ki 8:9 

6 (Now the sons of Israel set out 
from Beeroth Bene-jaakan to 
Moserah. There Aaron died and there 
he was buried and Eleazar his son 
ministered as priest in his place. 

7 From there they set out to Gud- 
godah, and from Gudgodah to Jot- 
bathah, a land of brooks of water. 

8 At that time the Lorp set apart 
the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp, to stand before 
the Lorp ®to serve Him and to bless in 
His name until this day. De 17:12; 18:5; 21:5 

9 Therefore, Levi does not have 
a portion or inheritance with his 
brothers; the Lorp is his inheritance, 
just as the Lorp your God spoke to 
him.) Nu 18:20) 24; De 18:1, 2; Eze 44:28 

10 “I, moreover, stayed on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights 
like the first time, and the Lorp lis- 
tened to me that time also; the Lorp 
was not willing to destroy you. 

11 “Then the Lorp said to me, 
‘Arise, proceed on your journey ahead 
of the people, that they may go in and 
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possess the land which I swore to 
their fathers to give them.’ 
12 “Now, Israel, what does the 
Lorp your God require from you, 
but to fear the Lorp your God, to walk 
in all His ways and love Him, and to 
serve the Lorp your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, 
13 and to keep the Lorp’s com- 
mandments and His statutes which I 
am commanding you today for your 


ood? 

14 “Behold, to the Lorp your God 
belong heaven and the highest heav- 
ens, the earth and all that is in it. 

15 “8Yet on your fathers did the 
Lorp set His affection to love them, 
and He chose their ‘descendants after 
them, even you above all peoples, as it 
is this day. De 4:37 ¢ Lit seed 

16 “So circumcise your heart, and 
Rstiffen your neck no longer. De 9:6 

17 “For the Lorp your God is the 
God of gods and the 8Lord of lords, 
the great, the mighty, and the awe- 
some God who does not show partial- 
ity nor 8take a bribe. Re 17:14 ¢ De 16:19 

18 “He executes justice for the 

orphan and the widow, and 
shows His love for the alien by giving 
him food and clothing. 

19 “8So show your love for the 
alien, a you were aliens in the land 
of Egy Le 19:34; Eze 47:22, 23 

20. PYou shall fear the Lorp your 
God; you shall serve Him and &cling 
to Him, and ®you shall swear by His 
name. De 11:22; 13:4 * De 5:11; 6:13; Ps 63:11 

21 “He is your praise and He is 
your God, who has done these great 
and awesome things for you which 
your eyes have Seen. Ps 109:1; 148:14; Je 17:14 

22 “Your fathers went down to 
Egypt seventy persons in all, and now 
the Lorp your God has made you as 
numerous as the stars of heaven. 


Rewards of Obedience 
l j Pea shall therefore ®love 
yr the Lorp your God, and al- 
ways ®keep His charge, His statutes, 
His ordinances, and His command- 
ments. De 6:5; 10:12 © Le 18:30; 22:9 
2 “Know this day ®that I am not 
Aare with your sons who have not 
known and who have not seen the 
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Fdiscipline of the Lorp your God—His 
greatness, His mighty hand and His 
outstretched arm, De 4:34 

3 and ®His signs and His works 
which He did in the midst of Egypt to 
Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all 
his land; Ex 7:8-21 

4 and what He did to Egypt’s 
army, to its horses and its chariots, 
Rwhen He made the water of the Red 
Sea to engulf them while they were 
pursuing you, and the Lorp com- 
pletely destroyed them; Ex 14:28; De 1:40; 2:1 

5 and what He did to you in the 
wilderness until you came to this 
place; 

6 and Rwhat He did to Dathan 
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son 
of Reuben, when the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them, their 
households, their tents, and every liv- 
ing thing that followed them, among 
all Israel— Nw 16:1-35; Ps 106:16-18 * Nu 26:10, 11 

7 but your own eyes have seen 
all the great work of the Lorp which 
He did. 

8 “You shall therefore keep every 
commandment which I am com- 
manding you today, ®so that you may 
be strong and go in and possess the 
land into which you are about to cross 
to possess it; De 31:6, 7, 23; Jos 1:6, 7 

9 so that you may prolong your 
days on the land which the Lorp 
swore to your fathers to give to them 
and to their descendants, 8a land 
flowing with milk and honey. Ex 3:8 

10 “For the land, into which you 
are entering to possess it, is not like 
the land of Egypt from which you 
came, where you used to sow your 
seed and water it with your Ffoot like 
a vegetable garden. 

11 “But 8the land into which you 
are about to cross to possess it, a land 
of hills and valleys, drinks water from 
the rain of heaven, De 8:7 

12 aland for which the Lorp your 
God cares; the eyes of the Lorp your 
God are always on it, from the begin- 
ning even to the end of the year. 

13 “It shall come about, if you 
listen obediently to my com- 
mandments which I am commanding 
you today, ®to love the Lorp your God 
and to serve Him with all your heart 
and all your soul, Le 26:3; De 7:12 © De 11:1 

14 that §He will give the rain for 
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your land in its season, the f®early 
and late rain, that you may gather in 
your grain and your new wine and 
your oil. Le 26:4; De 28:12 ¢ Joel 2:23; Jam 5:7 
15 “kHe will give grass in your — 
fields for your cattle, and 8you will eat 
and be satisfied. Ps 104:14 © De 6:11 
16 “8Beware that your hearts are 
not deceived, and that you do not turn 
away and serve other gods and wor- 
ship them. Job 31:27 
17 “Or the anger of the Lorp will 

be kindled against you, and He will 
shut up the heavens &so that there will 
be no rain and the ground will not 
yield its fruit; and 8you will perish 
quickly from the good land which the 
Lorp is giving you. De 28:24 ¢ De 4:26 
18 “RYou shall therefore ‘im- 
press these words of mine on 
your heart and on your soul; and you 
shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontals on 
your forehead. Ex 13:9, 16; De 6:8 ¢ Lit put 
19 “®You shall teach them to your 
sons, talking of them when you sit in 
your house and when you walk along 
the road and when you lie down and 
when you rise up. De 4:9, 10; 6:7; Pr 22:6 
20 “You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your 
gates, De 6:9 
21 so that your days and the days 

of your sons may be multiplied on the 
land which the Lorp swore to your fa- 
thers to give them, as '8long as the 
heavens remain above the earth. Ps 72:5 
22 “For if you are ®careful to keep 
all this commandment which I am 
commanding you to do, to love the 
Lorp your God, to walk in all His 
ways and hold fast to Him, De 6:17 
23 then the Lorp will ®drive out 
all these nations from before you, and 
you will 8dispossess nations greater 
and mightier than you. De 4:38 * De 9:1 
24 “REvery place on which the 
sole of your foot treads shall be yours; 
your border will be from the wilder- 
ness to Lebanon, and from the river, 
the river Euphrates, as far as Fthe 
western sea. Jos 1:3; 14:9 
25 “No man will be able to stand 
before you; the Lorp your God will 
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lay the dread of you and the fear of 
you on all the land on which you set 
foot, as He has spoken to you. 

- 26 “See, I am setting before you 

¥ today a blessing and a curse: 

27 the blessing, if you listen to 
the commandments of the Lorp your 
God, which I am commanding you 
today; De 28:1-14 

28 and the ®curse, if you do not lis- 
ten to the commandments of the Lorp 
your God, but turn aside from the way 
which 1am commanding you today, 
Tby following other gods which you 
have not known. De 28:15-68 © Lit to follow 

29 “It shall come about, when the 
Lorp your God brings you into the 
land where you are entering to pos- 
sess it, 8that you shall place the bless- 
ing on Mount Gerizim and the curse 
on Mount Ebal. De 27:12; Jos 8:33 

30 “Are they not across the Jor- 
dan, west of the way toward the sun- 
set, in the land of the Canaanites who 
live in the Arabah, opposite ®Gilgal, 
beside the oaks of Moreh? Jos 4:19 

31 “For you are about to cross the 
Jordan to go in to possess the land 
which the Lorp your God is giving 
you, and ®you shall possess it and live 
in it, De 17:14; Jos 21:43 

32 and you shall be careful to do 
all the statutes and the judgments 
which I am setting before you today. 


Laws of the Sanctuary 

+ eal pepe are the statutes and the 
judgments which you _ shall 

carefully observe in the land which 

the Lorp, the God of your fathers, has 

given you to possess ®as long as you 

live on the earth. De 4:9, 10; 1 Ki 8:40 

2 “You shall utterly destroy all 
the places where the nations whom 
you shall dispossess serve their gods, 
on the high mountains and on the 
hills and under every green tree. 

3 “You shall tear down their al- 
tars and smash their sacred pillars 
and burn their FAsherim with fire, 
and you shall cut down the engraved 
images of their gods and obliterate 
their name from that place. ; 

4 “You shall not act like this to- 
ward the Lorp your God. 

5 “But you shall seek the Lorp at 
the place which the Lorp your God 
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will choose from all your tribes, to es- 
tablish His name there for His 
dwelling, and there you shall come. 

6 “There you shall bring your 
burnt offerings, your sacrifices, 8your 
tithes, the ‘contribution of your hand, 
your votive offerings, your freewill of- 
ferings, and the firstborn of your herd 
and of your flock. De 14:22 « Or heave offering 

7 “There also you and your 
households shall éat before the Lorp 
your God, and rejoice in all your un- 
dertakings in which the Lorp your 
God has blessed you. — 

8 “You shall not do at all what we 
are doing here today, every man doing 
whatever is right in his own eyes; 

9 for you have not as yet come to 
Rthe resting place and the inheri- 
tance which the Lorp your God is giv- 
ing you. De 3:20; 25:19; Ps 95:11 * De 4:21 

10 “When you cross the Jordan 
and live in the land which the Lorp 
your God is giving you to inherit, and 
RHe gives you rest from all your ene- 
mies around you so that you live in se- 
curity, Jos 11:23 

11 then it shall come about that 
the place in which the Lorp your God 
will choose for His name to dwell, 
there you shall bring all that I com- 
mand you: your burnt offerings and 
your sacrifices, your tithes and the 
Tcontribution of your hand, and all 
your choice votive offerings which 
you will vow to the LorD. or heave offering 

12 “And you shall ®rejoice before 
the Lorp your God, you and your sons 
and daughters, your male and female 
servants, and the Levite who is within 
your gates, since he has no portion or 
inheritance with you. De 12:7 

13 “8Be careful that you do not 
offer your burnt offerings in every 
cultic place you see, De 12:5, 11 

14 but in the place which the Lorp 
chooses in one of your tribes, there 
you shall offer your burnt offerings, 
and there you shall do all that I com- 
mand you. 

15 “kHowever, you may slaughter 
and eat meat within any of your gates, 
whatever you desire, according to the 
blessing of the Lorp your God which 
He has given you; the unclean and the 
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clean may eat of it, as of ®the gazelle 
and the deer. _ De 12:20-23 ¢ De 12:22; 14:5; 15:22 

16 “Only you shall not eat the 
blood; you are to pour it out on the 
ground like water. De 15:23 

17 “RYou are not allowed to eat 
within your gates the tithe of your 
grain or new wine or oil, or the first- 
born of your herd or flock, or any of 
your votive offerings which you vow, 
or your freewill offerings, or the con- 
tribution of your hand. De 12:26 

18 “But you shall eat them before 
the Lorp your God in the place which 
the Lorp your God will choose, you 
and your son and daughter, and your 
male and female servants, and the 
Levite who is within your gates; and 
you Shall rejoice before the Lorp your 
God in all your undertakings. 

19 “Be careful that you do not 
forsake the Levite as long as you live 
in your land. De 14:27 

20 “When the Lorp your God ex- 
tends your border 8as He has prom- 
ised you, and you Say, ‘I will eat meat, 
because 'you desire to eat meat, then 
you may eat meat, whatever you de- 
sire. Ge 15:18; De 11:24; 19:8 ¢ Lit your soul desires 

21 “If the place which the Lorp 
your God chooses to put His name is 
too far from you, then you may 
slaughter of your herd and flock 
which the Lorp has given you, as I 
have commanded you; and you may 
eat within your gates ‘whatever you 
desire. Lit in every desire of your soul 

22 “Just as a gazelle or a deer is 
eaten, sO you will eat it; the unclean 
and the clean alike may eat of it. 

23 “Only be sure ®not to eat the 
blood, for the blood is the “life, and 
you shall not eat the life with the 
flesh. Ge 9:4; Le 17:10-14; De 12:16 ® Lit soul 

24 “You shall not eat it; you shall 
pour it out on the ground like water. 

25 “You shall not eat it, so that it 
may be well with you and your sons 
after you, for you will be doing what 
is right in the sight of the Lorp. 

26 “Only your holy things which 
you may have and your votive offer- 
ings, you shall take and go to the 
place which the Lorp chooses. 

27 “And 8you shall offer your 
burnt offerings, the flesh and the 
blood, on the altar of the Lorp your 
God; and the blood of your sacrifices 
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shall be poured out on the altar of the 
Lorp your God, and 8you shall eat the 
flesh. Le 1:9, 13 © Le 3:1-17 

28 “Be careful to listen to all these 
words which I command you, so that 
it may be well with you and your sons 
after you forever, for you will be doing 
what is good and right in the sight of 
the Lorp your God. 

29 “When ®the Lorp your God 
cuts off before you the nations which 
you are going in to dispossess, and 
you dispossess them and dwell in 
their land, Jos 23:4 

30 beware that you are not en- 
snared to follow them, after they are 
destroyed before you, and that you do 
not inquire after their gods, saying, 
‘How do these nations serve their 
gods, that I also may do likewise?’ 

31 “You shall not behave thus to- 
ward the Lorp your God, for every 
abominable act which the Lorp hates 
they have done for their gods; for they 
even burn their sons and daughters in 
the fire to their gods. De 9:5 

32 “Whatever I command you, you 
shall be careful to do; you shall not 
add to nor take away from it. 


Shun Idolatry 
“If a prophet or a dreamer of 
dreams arises among you and 
gives you a Sign or a wonder, 

2 and the sign or the wonder 
comes true, concerning which he 
spoke to you, saying, ‘8Let us go after 
other gods (whom you have not 
known) and let us serve them,’ De 13:6, 13 

3 you shall not listen to the 
words of that prophet or that dreamer 
of dreams; for the Lorp your God is 
testing you to find out if 8you love the 
Lorp your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. De 6:5 

4 “RYou shall follow the Lorp 

your God and fear Him; and you 
shall keep His commandments, listen 
to His voice, serve Him, and ®cling to 
Him. 2 Ki 23:3; 2 Ch 34:31; 2 Jo 6 ¢ De 10:20 

5 “But that prophet or _ that 
aneavaee of dreams shall be put to 
death, because he has counseled re- 
bellion against the Lorp your God 
who brought you from the land of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the 


Y 13:4 


213 


house of slavery, to seduce you from 
the way in which the Lorp your God 
commanded you to walk. So you shall 
purge the evil from among you. 

6 “If your brother, your mother’s 
son, or your son or daughter, or the 
wife you cherish, or your friend who 
1S aS your own soul, entice you se- 
cretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve 
other gods’ (whom neither you nor 
your fathers have known, De 17:2-7; 29:18 

7 of the gods of the peoples who 
are around you, near you or far from 
you, from one end of the earth to the 
other end), 

8 Ryou shall not yield to him or 
listen to him; and your eye shall not 
pity him, nor shall you spare or con- 
ceal him. Pr 1:10 © De 7:2 

9 “RBut you shall surely kill him; 
your hand shall be first against him 
to put him to death, and afterwards 
the hand of all the people. De 13:5 

10 “So you shall stone him to 
death because he has sought to se- 
duce you from the Lorp your God 
who brought you out from the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

11 “Then all Israel will hear and 
be afraid, and will never again do 
such a wicked thing among you. 

12 “If you hear in one of your 
cities, which the Lorb your God is giv- 
ing you to live in, anyone saying that 

13 some worthless men have gone 
out from among you and have se- 
duced the inhabitants of their city, 
saying, ‘Let us go and serve other 
gods’ (whom you have not known), 

14 then you shall investigate and 
search out and inquire thoroughly. If 
it is true and the matter established 
that this abomination has been done 
among you, 

15 you shall surely strike the in- 
habitants of that city with the edge of 
the sword, utterly destroying it and all 
that is in it and its cattle with the edge 
of the sword. De 13:5 

16 “8Then you shall gather all its 
booty into the middle of its open 
square and burn the city and all its 
booty with fire as a whole burnt of- 
fering to the Lorp your God; and it 
shall be a 8ruin forever. It shall never 
be rebuilt. De 7:25, 26 « Jos 8:28; Is 17:1; 25:2; Je 49:2 

17 “Nothing from that which is 
put under the ban shall cling to your 


DEUTERONOMY 14:13 


hand, in order that the Lorp may turn 
from His burning anger and show 
mercy to you, and have compassion 
on you and make you increase, just as 
He has sworn to your fathers, 

18 Tif you will listen to the voice of 
the Lorp your God, ’keeping all His 
commandments which I am com- 
manding you today, ‘and doing what 
is right in the sight of the Lorp your 
God. Or for ¢ Lit to keep ¢ Lit to do 


Clean and Unclean Animals 

l ens are the sons of the Lorp 
your God; you shall not cut 

yourselves nor shave your forehead 

for the sake of the dead. 

2 “For you are a holy people to 
the Lorp your God, and the Lorp has 
chosen you to be a people for His own 
possession out of all the peoples who 
are on the face of the earth. 

3 “RYou shall not eat any de- 
testable thing. Eze 4:14 

4 “These are the animals which 
you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the 
goat, Le 11:2-45; Ac 10:14 

5 the deer, the gazelle, the roe- 
buck, the wild goat, the ibex, the an- 
telope and the mountain sheep. 

6 “Any animal that divides the 
hoof and has the hoof split in ™two 
and chews the cud, among the ani- 
mals, that you may eat. Lit two hoofs 

7 “Nevertheless, you are not to 
eat of these among those which chew 
the cud, or among those that divide 
the hoof in two: the camel and the 
rabbit and the shaphan, for though 
they chew the cud, they do not divide 
the hoof; they are unclean for you. 

8 “The pig, because it divides the 
hoof but does not chew the cud, it is 
unclean for you. You shall not eat any 
of their flesh nor touch their car- 
casses. 

9 “These you may eat of all that 
are in water: anything that has fins 
and scales you may eat, 

10 but anything that does not have 
fins and scales you shall not eat; it is 
unclean for you. 

11 “You may eat any clean bird. 

12 “But ®these are the ones which 
you shall not eat: the eagle and the 
vulture and the buzzard, Le 11:13 

13 and the red kite, the falcon, and 
the kite in their kinds, 
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14 and every raven in its kind, 

15 and the ostrich, the owl, the sea 
gull, and the hawk in their kinds, 

16 the little owl, the great owl, the 
white owl , Or great horned owl 

17 the pelican, the carrion vulture, 
the cormorant, 

18 the stork, and the heron in 
their kinds, and the hoopoe and the 
bat. 

19 “And all the ‘teeming life with 
wings are unclean to you; they shall 
not be eaten. Le. flying insects 

20 “You may eat any clean bird. 

21 “You shall not eat anything 
which dies of itself. You may give it to 
the alien who is in your town, so that 
he may eat it, or you may Sell it to a 
foreigner, for you are a holy people to 
the Lorp your God. You shall not boil 
a young goat in its mother’s milk. 

22 “You shall surely tithe all the 
produce from what you sow, which 
comes out of the field every year. 

23 “You shall eat in the presence 
of the Lorp your God, Rat the place 
where He chooses to establish His 
name, the tithe of your grain, your 
new wine, your oil, and the firstborn 
of your herd and your flock, so that 
you may learn to fear the Lorp your 
God always. De 12:5 

24 “If the ‘distance is so great for 
you that you are not able to bring the 
tithe, since the place where the Lorp 
your God chooses &to set His name is 
too far away from you when the Lorp 
your God blesses you, Lit way De 12:5, 21 

25 then you shall ‘exchange it for 
money, and bind the money in your 
hand and go to the place which the 
Lorp your God chooses. | Lit give in money 

26 “You may spend the money for 
whatever your heart desires: for oxen, 
or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or 
whatever your heart desires; and 
Rthere you shall eat in the presence of 
the Lorp your God and rejoice, you 
and your household. 

27 “Also you shall not neglect 8the 
Levite who is in your ™town, ®for he 
has no portion or inheritance among 
you. De 12:12 ¢ Lit gates « Nu 18:20; De 10:9; 18:12 

28 “RAt the end of every third year 
you shall bring out all the tithe of your 
produce in that year, and shall deposit 
it in your 'town. De 26:12 « Lit gates 

29 “The Levite, because he has no 
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portion or inheritance among you, 
and the alien, the orphan and the 
widow who are in your town, shall 
come and feat and be satisfied, in 
order that the Lorp your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hand 
which you do. De 6:11 © De 15:10; Mal 3:10 


The Sabbatic Year 

] epee the end of every seven 
years you shall grant a remis- 

sion of debts. De 31:10 

2 “This is the manner of remis- 
sion: every creditor shall release what 
he has loaned to his neighbor; he 
shall not exact it of his neighbor and 
his brother, because the Lorp’s re- 
mission has been proclaimed. 

3 “kFrom a foreigner you may 
exact it, but your hand shall release 
whatever of yours is with your 
brother. De 23:20 

4 “However, there will be no poor 
among you, since ®the Lorp will 
surely bless you in the land which the 
Lorpb your God is giving you as an in- 
heritance to possess, De 28:8 

5 if only you listen obediently to 
the voice of the Lorp your God, to ob- 
serve carefully all this commandment 
which I am commanding you today. 

6 “8For the Lorp your God will 
bless you as He has promised you, 
and you will lend to many nations, but 
you will not borrow; and you will rule 
over many nations, but they will not 
rule over you. De 28:12, 13 

7 “If there is a poor man with 
you, one of your brothers, in any of 
your towns in your land which the 
Lorp your God is giving you, you 
shall not harden your heart, nor close 
your hand from your poor brother; 

8 but ®you shall freely open your 
hand to him, and shall generously 
lend him sufficient for his need in 
whatever he lacks. Ma 5:42; Lk 6:34: Ga 2:10 

9 “Beware that there is no base 
thought in your heart, saying, ‘The 
seventh year, the year of remission, is 
near, and your eye is hostile toward 
your poor brother, and you give him 
nothing; then he may cry to the Lorp 
against you, and it will be a sin in you. 

10 “You shall generously give to 
him, and your heart shall not be 
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grieved when you give to him, be- 
cause for this thing the Lorp your 
God will bless you in all your work 
and in all your undertakings. 

11 “For the poor will never cease 
to be in the land; therefore I com- 
mand you, saying, ‘You shall freely 
open your hand to your brother, to 
your needy and poor in your land.’ 

12 “If your kinsman, a Hebrew 
man or woman, is sold to you, then he 
shall serve you six years, but in the 
seventh year you shall set him free. 

13 “When you set him ‘free, you 
shall not send him away empty- 
handed. Lit free from you 

14 “You shall furnish him liberally 
from your flock and from your thresh- 
ing floor and from your wine vat; you 
shall give to him as the Lorp your 
God has blessed you. 

15 “You shall remember that you 
were a Slave in the land of Egypt, and 
the Lorp your God redeemed you; 
therefore I command you this today. 

16 “It shall come about if he says 
to you, ‘I will not go out from you, be- 
cause he loves you and your house- 
hold, since he fares well with you; 

17 then you shall take an awl and 
pierce it through his ear into the door, 
and he shall be your servant forever. 
Also you shall do likewise to your 
maidservant. 

18 “It shall not seem hard to you 
when you set him "free, for he has 
given you six years with 'double the 
service of a hired man; so the Lorp 
your God will bless you in whatever 
you do. Lit free from you ¢ Lit double the amount 

19 “RYou shall consecrate to the 
Lorpb your God all the firstborn males 
that are born of your herd and of your 
flock; you shall not work with the 
firstborn of your herd, nor shear the 
firstborn of your flock. Ex 13:2, 12 

20 “You and your household 
shall eat it every year before the Lorp 
your God in the place which the Lorp 
chooses. Le 7:15-18; De 12:5; 14:23 

21. “®But if it has any defect, such 
as lameness or blindness, or any seri- 
ous defect, you shall not sacrifice it to 
the Lorp your God. Le 22:19-25; De 17:1 

22 “You shall eat it within your 
gates; ®the unclean and the clean 
alike may eat it, as 8a gazelle or a 
deer. De 12:15, 16, 22 * De 12:15, 16, 22 
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23 “Only you shall not eat its 
blood; you are to pour it out on the 
ground like water. 


The Feasts of Passover, of Weeks, 

and of Booths 

Hs eet Rthe month of Abib 
and celebrate the Passover to 

the Lorp your God, for in the month 

of Abib the Lorp your God brought 

you out of Egypt by night. Ex 12:2 

2 “You shall sacrifice the 
Passover to the Lorp your God from 
the flock and the herd, in the place 
where the Lorp chooses to establish 
His name. 

3 “RYou shall not eat leavened 
bread with it; seven days you shall eat 
with it unleavened bread, the bread of 
affliction (for you came out of the 
land of Egypt in haste), so that you 
may remember all the days of your 
life the day when you came out of the 
land of Egypt. Ex 12:8, 15, 19, 39; 13:3; 34:18 

4 “For seven days no leaven shall 
be seen. with you in all your territory, 
and none of the flesh which you sac- 
rifice on the evening of the first day 
Shall remain overnight until morning. 

5 “You are not allowed to sacri- 
fice the Passover in any of your 
Ttowns which the Lorp your God is 
giving you; Lit gates 

6 but at the place where the Lorp 
your God chooses to establish His 
name, you shall sacrifice the Passover 
in the evening at sunset, at the time 
that you came out of Egypt. 

7 “You shall 8cook and eat it in 
the place which the Lorp your God 
chooses. In the morning you are to re- 
turn to your tents. Ex 12:8; 2 Ch 35:13 

8 “Six days you shall eat unleav- 
ened bread, and ®on the seventh day 
there shall be 8a solemn assembly to 
the Lorp your God; you shall do no 
work on it: — Nu 28:25 « Ex 12:16; 13:6; Le 23:8, 36 

9 “You shall count seven weeks 
for yourself; you shall begin to count 
seven weeks from the time you begin 
to put the sickle to the’ standing 
grain. 

10 “Then you shall celebrate the 
Feast of Weeks to the Lorp your God 
with a tribute of a freewill offering of 
your hand, which you shall give just 
as the Lorp your God blesses you; 


DEUTERONOMY 16:11 


y* 11 and you shall ®rejoice before 
the Lorp your God, you and your 
son and your daughter and your male 
and female servants and the Levite 
who is in your town, and the stranger 
and the orphan and the widow who 
are in your midst, in the place where 
the Lorp your God chooses to estab- 
lish His name. De 12:7 

12 “You shall remember that you 
were a Slave in Egypt, and you shall 
be careful to observe these statutes. 

13. “You shall 'celebrate the Feast 
of Booths seven days after you have 
gathered in from your threshing floor 
and your wine vat; Le 23:34-43 « Lit perform 

14 and you shall ®rejoice in your 
feast, you and your son and your 
daughter and your male and female 
servants and the Levite and the 
stranger and the orphan and the 
widow who are in your towns. De 16:11 

15 “Seven days you shall celebrate 
a feast to the Lorp your God in the 
place which the Lorp chooses, be- 
cause the Lorp your God will bless 
you in all your produce and in all the 
work of your hands, so that you will 
be altogether joyful. 

16 “8Three times in a year all 

your males shall appear before 
the Lorp your God in the place which 
He chooses, at the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread and at the Feast of Weeks 
and at the Feast of Booths, and ®they 
shall not appear before the Lorp 
empty-handed. Ex 23:14-17; 34:23, 24 « Ex 34:20 

17 “Every man ‘shall give as he is 
able, according to the blessing of the 
Lorp your God which He has given 
you. Lit according to the gift of his hand 

18 “You shall appoint for yourself 
judges and officers in all your ‘towns 
which the Lorp your God is giving 
you, according to your tribes, and 
they shall judge the people with right- 
eous judgment. Lit gates 

19 “You shall not distort justice; 
you shall not be partial, and you shall 
not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the 
eyes of the wise and perverts the 
words of the righteous. 

20 “Justice, and only justice, you 
shall pursue, that you may live and 
possess the land which the Lorp your 
God is giving you. De 4:1 

21 “You shall not plant for your- 
self an Asherah of any kind of tree be- 


216 


side the altar of the Lorp your God, 
which you shall make for yourself. 
22 “RYou shall not set up for your- 
self a sacred pillar which the LorpD 
your God hates. Le 26:1 


Administration of Justice 

l “RYou shall not sacrifice to the 
Lorpb your God an ox or a sheep 

which has a blemish or any ‘defect, 

for that is a detestable thing to the 

Lorp your God. De 15:21 ¢ Lit evil thing 

2 “If there is found in your midst, 
in any of your towns, which the Lorp 
your God is giving you, a man or a 
woman who does what is evil in the 
sight of the Lorp your God, by trans- 
gressing His covenant, 

3 and has gone and &served 
other gods and worshiped them, "or 
the sun or the moon or any of the 
heavenly host, }which I have not com- 
manded, Ex 22:20 © Job 31:26-28 © Je 7:22 

4 and if it is told you and you 
have heard of it, then you shall in- 
quire thoroughly. Behold, if it is true 
and the thine certain that this de- 
testable thing has been done in Israel, 

5 then you shall bring out that 
man or that woman who has done this 
evil deed to your gates, that is, the 
man or the woman, and ®you shall 
stone them to death. Le 24:14; Jos 7:25 

6 “On the evidence of two wit- 
nesses or three witnesses, he who is to 
die shall be put to death; he shall not 
be put to death on the ‘evidence of 
one witness. Lit mouth 

7 “RThe hand of the witnesses 
shall be first against him to put him to 
death, and afterward the hand of all 
the people. So you shall purge the evil 
from your midst. Le 24:14; De 13:9 

8 “RIf any case is too difficult for 
you to decide, between one kind of 
homicide or another, between one 
kind of lawsuit or another, and be- 
tween one kind of assault or another, 
being cases of dispute in your courts, 
then you shall arise and go up to ®the 
place which the Lorp your God 
chooses. 2 Ch 19:10; Hag 2:11 ¢ De 12:5; Ps 122:5 

9 “So you shall come to &the 
Levitical priest or the judge who is in 
office in those days, and you shall in- 
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quire of them and they will declare to 
you the verdict in the case. - De 19:17 
10 “You shall do according to the 
Tterms of the verdict which they de- 
clare to you from that place which the 
Lorp chooses; and you shall be care- 
ful to observe according to all that 
they teach you. Lit mouth 
11 “According to the terms of the 
law which they teach you, and ac- 
cording to the verdict which they tell 
you, you shall do; you shall not turn 
aside from the word which they de- 
clare to you, to the right or the left. 
12 “The man who acts ®presump- 
tuously by not listening to the priest 
who stands there to serve the Lorp 
your God, nor to the judge, that man 
shall die; thus you shall purge the evil 
from Israel. Nu 15:30; De 1:43; 17:13; 18:20; Ho 4:4 
13 “Then all the people will hear 
and be afraid, and will not act ®pre- 
sumptuously again. De 17:12 
14 “When you enter the land 
which the Lorp your God gives you, 
and you possess it and live in it, and 
you say, ‘I will set a king over me like 
all the nations who are around me,’ 
15 you shall surely set a king over 
you whom the Lorp your God 
chooses, one ®from among your 
Teountrymen you shall set as king 
over yourselves; you may not put a 
foreigner over yourselves who is not 
your countryman. Je 30:21 © Lit brother(s) 
16 “RMoreover, he shall not multi- 
ply horses for himself, nor shall he 
cause the people to return to Egypt to 
multiply horses, since the Lorp has 
said to you, ‘You shall never again re- 
turn that way,’ 1 Ki 4:26; 10:26-29; Ps 20:7 
17 “He shall not multiply wives 
for himself, Tor else his heart will turn 
away; nor shall he greatly increase 
silver and gold for himself. Lit nor 
18 “Now it shall come about when 
he sits on the throne of his kingdom, 
he shall write for himself a copy of 
this law on a scroll 8in the presence 
of the Levitical priests. De 31:24-26 
19 “It shall be with him and he 
shall read it all the days of his life, 
that he may learn to fear the Lorp his 
God, by carefully observing all the 
words of this law and these statutes, 
20 that his heart may not be lifted 
up above his Tcountrymen and that 
he may not turn aside from the com- 
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mandment, to the right or the left, so 
that he and his sons may continue 
long in his kingdom in the midst of Is- 
rael. Lit brothers e De 5:32; 1 Ki 15:5 


Portion of the Levites 

l Qi the Levitical priests, the 
whole tribe of Levi, shall have 

no portion or inheritance with Israel; 

they shall eat the Lorp’s offerings by 

fire and His portion. De 10:9; 1 Co'9:13 

2 “RThey shall have no inheri- 
tance among their ‘countrymen; the 
Lorp is their inheritance, as He prom- 
ised them. Nu 18:20 Lit brothers 

3 “Now this shall be the priests’ 
due from the people, from those who 
offer a sacrifice, either an ox or a 
sheep, of which they shall give to the 
priest the shoulder and the two 
cheeks and the stomach. 

4 “You shall give him the first 
fruits of your grain, your new wine, 
and your oil, and the first shearing of 
your sheep. Nu 18:12 

5 “RFor the Lorp your God has 
chosen him and his sons from all your 
tribes, to stand and serve in the name 
of the Lorp forever. Ex 29:9 © De 10:8 

6 “Now if a Levite comes from 
any of your ‘towns throughout Israel 
where he resides, and comes when- 
ever he desires to the place which the 
Lorp chooses, Lit gates * Nu 35:2, 3 

7 then he shall serve in the name 
of the Lorp his God, like all his fellow 
Levites who stand there before the 
Lorpb. 

8 “They shall eat equal portions, 
except what they receive from the 
sale of their fathers’ estates. 


Spiritism Forbidden 
9 “When you enter the land 
which the Lorp your God gives you, 
you shall not learn to imitate the de- 
testable things of those nations. De9:5 
10 “There shall not be found 
among you anyone .who makes 
his son or his daughter pass through 
the fire, one who uses divination, one 
who practices witchcraft, or one who 
interprets omens, or a sorcerer, De 12:31 
11 or one who casts a spell, or a 
medium, or a spiritist, or one who 
calls up the dead. Le 19:31 
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12 “For whoever does these things 
is detestable to the Lorp; and ®be- 
cause of these detestable things the 
Lorp your God will drive them out be- 
fore you. Le 18:24 

13 “You shall be blameless before 
the Lorp your God. Ge 6:9; 17:1; Ma 5:48 

14 “For those nations, which you 
shall dispossess, listen to those who 
Rpractice witchcraft and to diviners, 
but as for you, the Lorp your God has 
not allowed you to do so. 2 Ki 21:6 

15 “The Lorp your God will raise 

up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your ‘countrymen, 
you shall listen to him. Lit brothers 

16 “This is according to all that 
you asked of the Lorp your God in 
Horeb on the day of the assembly, 
saying, ‘Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lorp my God, let me not 
see this great fire anymore, or I will 
die,’ Ex 20:18, 19; De 5:23-27 

17 “kThe Lorp said to me, ‘They 
have spoken well. De 5:28 

18 ‘I will raise up a prophet from 
among their ‘countrymen like you, 
and &I will put My words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. Lit brothers « Is 51:16; Jo 17:8 

19 ‘8It shall come about that who- 
ever will not listen to My words which 
he shall speak in My name, I Myself 
will require it of him. Ac 3:23: He 12:25 

20 ‘But the prophet who speaks a 
word ®presumptuously in My name 
which I have not commanded him to 
speak, or ®which he speaks in the 
name of other gods, that prophet shall 
die.’ De 13:5; 17:12 * De 13:1, 2; Je 14:14; Ze 13:3 

21 “TYou may say in your heart, 
‘How will we know the word which 
the Lorp has not spoken?’ Lit if you say 

22 “RWhen a prophet speaks in 
the name of the Lorp, if the thing 
does not come about or come true, 
that is the thing which the Lorp has 
not spoken. The prophet has spoken it 
Rpresumptuously; you shall not be 
afraid of him. Je 28:9 ¢ De 18:20 


Cities of Refuge 
] nt Pi nit the Lorp your God cuts 
off the nations, whose land the 
Lorp your God gives you, and you 
dispossess them and settle in their 
cities and in their houses, De 6:10, 11 
2 you shall set aside three cities 
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for yourself in the midst of your land, 
which the Lorp your God gives you to 
Tpossess. De 4:41; Jos 20:2 ¢ Lit possess it 

3 “You shall prepare the ‘roads 
for yourself, and divide into three 
parts the territory of your land which 
the Lorp your God will give you asa 
possession, so that any manslayer 
may flee there. Lit road 

4 “RNow this is the case of the 
manslayer who may flee there and 
live: when he ‘kills his friend unin- 
tentionally, not hating him previ- 
OUSlLY—Nu 35:9-34 ¢ Lit smites ¢ Lit without knowledge 

5 as when a man goes into the 
forest with his friend to cut wood, and 
his hand "swings the axe to cut down 
the tree, and the iron head slips off the 
Thandle and strikes his friend so that 
he dies—he may flee to one of these 
cities and live; Lit is thrust with « Lit wood 

6 otherwise the avenger of blood 
might pursue the manslayer ‘in the 
heat of his anger, and overtake him, 
because the way is long, and take his 
life, though he was not deserving of 
death, since he had not hated him pre- 
viously. Lit while his heart is hot 

7 “Therefore, I command you, 
saying, ‘You shall set aside three cities 
for yourself,’ 

8 “If the Lorp your God 8&en- 
larges your territory, just as He has 
sworn to your fathers, and gives you 
all the land which He ‘promised to 
give your fathers— Ge 15:18 © Lit spoke 

9 if you carefully observe all this 
commandment which I command you 
today, to love the Lorp your God, and 
to walk in His ways always—then you 
shall add three more cities for your- 
self, besides these three. De 6:5 

10 “So innocent blood will not be 
shed in the midst of your land which 
the Lorp your God gives you as an in- 
heritance, and ®bloodguiltiness be on 
you. Nu 35:33; De 21:1-9 

11 “But if there is a man who 
hates his neighbor and lies in wait for 
him and rises up against him and 
strikes him so that he dies, and he 
flees to one of these cities, 

12. then the elders of his city shall 
send and take him from there and de- 
liver him into the hand of the avenger 
of blood, that he may die. 


418:15-Ac 3:22 %* 18:17-19 
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13 “RYou shall not pity him, but 
Ryou shall purge the blood of the in- 
nocent from Israel, that it may go well 
with you. De 7:2 ¢ 1 Ki2:31 


Laws of Landmark and 
Testimony 
‘14 “8You shall not move your 
neighbor’s boundary mark, which the 
ancestors have set, in your inheri- 
tance which you will inherit in the 
land that the Lorp your God gives you 
to possess. De 27:17; Job 24:2; Pr 22:28; Ho 5:10 
15 “A single witness shall not rise 
up against a man on account of any 
iniquity or any sin which he has 
committed; on the evidence of two or 
three witnesses a matter shall be con- 
firmed. Lit in any sin, which he sins 
16 “If a malicious witness rises 
up against a man to ‘accuse him of 
wrongdoing, Ex 23:1; Ps 27:12 « Lit testify against 
17 then both the men who have 
the dispute shall stand ®before the 
Lorp, before the priests and the 
judges who will be in office in those 
days. De 17:9 
18 “The judges ®shall investigate 
thoroughly, and if the witness is a 
false witness and he has ‘accused his 
brother falsely, — De 25:1 « Lit testified against 
19 then you shall do to him just 
as he had intended to do to his 
brother. Thus you shall purge the evil 
from among you. Pr 19:5 
20 “kThe rest will hear and be 
afraid, and will never again do such 
an evil thing among you. De 17:13; 21:21 
21 “Thus you shall not show pity: 
life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot. 


Laws of Warfare 
fol you go out to battle 
against your enemies and see 
horses and chariots and people more 
numerous than you, do not be afraid 
of them; for the Lorp your God, who 
brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, is with you. i 

2 “When you are approaching 
the battle, the priest shall come near 
and speak to the people. 

3 “He shall say to them, ‘Hear, O 
Israel, you are approaching the battle 
against your enemies today. Do not be 
fainthearted. Do not be afraid, or 
panic, or tremble before them, 
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4 for the Lorp your God 8is the 
one who goes with you, to fight for 
you against your enemies, to save 
you.’ De 1:30; 3:22; Jos 23:10 

5 “The officers also shall speak 
to the people, saying, ‘Who is the man 
that has built a new house and has not 
Rdedicated it? Let him depart and re- 
turn to his house, otherwise he might 
die in the battle and another man 
would dedicate it. Ne 12:27 

6 ‘Who is the man that has 
planted a vineyard and has not begun 
to use its fruit? Let him depart and re- 
turn to his house, otherwise he might 
die in the battle and another man 
would begin to use its fruit. 

7 ‘And who is the man that is 
engaged to a woman and has not 
Tmarried her? Let him depart and re- 
turn to his house, otherwise he might 
die in the battle and another man 
Twould marry her.’ De 24:5 « Lit taken « Lit take 

8 “Then the officers shall speak 
further to the people and say, ‘?Who is 
the man that is afraid and faint- 
hearted? Let him depart and return to 
his house, so that "he might not make 
his brothers’ hearts melt like his 
heart.’ Ju 7:3 ¢ So with Gr and other ancient versions 

9 “When the officers have fin- 
ished speaking to the people, they 
shall appoint commanders of armies 
at the head of the people. 

10 “When you approach a city to 
fight against it, you shall ‘offer it 
terms of peace. Lit call to it for peace 

11 “If it Tagrees to make peace 
with you and opens to you, then all 
the people who are found in it shall 
become your ®forced labor and shall 
serve you. Lit answers peace ® | Ki 9:21 

12 “However, if it does not make 
peace with you, but makes war against 
you, then you shall besiege it. 

13 “When the Lorp your God 
gives it into your hand, "you shall 
strike all the “men in it with the edge 
of the sword. Nu 31:7 ¢ Lit males 

14 “Only the women and the chil- 
dren and the animals and all that is 
in the city, all its spoil, you shall 
take as booty for yourself; and you 
shall use the spoil of your enemies 
which the Lorp your God has given 
you. 
15 “Thus you shall do to all the 
cities that are very far from you, 
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which are not of the cities of these na- 
tions ‘nearby. Lit here 

16 “Only in the cities of these peo- 
ples that the Lorp your God is giving 
you as an inheritance, you shall not 
leave alive anything that breathes. 

17 “But you shall utterly destroy 
them, the Hittite and the Amorite, the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite, the 
Hivite and the Jebusite, as the Lorp 
your God has commanded you, 

18 so that they may not teach you 
to do according to all their detestable 
things which they have done for their 
gods, so that you would sin against 
the Lorp your God. 

19 “When you besiege a city a 
long time, to make war against it in 
order to capture it, you shall not de- 
stroy its trees by swinging an axe 
against them; for you may eat from 
them, and you shall not cut them 
down. 'For is the tree of the field a 
man, that it should be besieged by 
you? Read as interrogative with ancient versions 

20 “Only the trees which you 
know are not fruit trees you shall de- 
stroy and cut down, that you may con- 
struct siegeworks against the city that 
is making war with you until it falls. 


Expiation of a Crime 

2 rs a Slain person is found lying 
in the open country in the land 

which the Lorp your God gives you to 

Tpossess, and it is not known who has 

struck him, Lit possess it 

2 then your elders and your 
judges shall go out and measure the 
distance to the cities which are 
around the slain one. 

3 “It shall be that the city which 
is nearest to the slain man, that is, the 
elders of that city, shall take a heifer 
of the herd, which has not been 
worked and which has not pulled ina 
yoke; 

4 and the elders of that city shall 
bring the heifer down to a valley with 
running water, which has not been 
plowed or sown, and shall break the 
heifer’s neck there in the valley. 

5 “Then the priests, the sons of 
Levi, shall come near, for the Lorp 
your God has chosen them to serve 
Him and to bless in the name of the 
Lorp; and every dispute and every as- 
sault shall be settled by them. 
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6 “All the elders of that city 
Twhich is nearest to the slain man 
shall wash their hands over the 
heifer whose neck was broken in the 
valley; Lit who are ¢ Ma 27:24 

7 and they shall answer and say, 
‘Our hands did not shed this blood, 
nor did our eyes see it. 

8 ‘Forgive Your people Israel 
whom You have redeemed, O Lorp, 
and do not place the guilt of Sinnocent 
blood in the midst of Your people Is- 
rael.’ And the bloodguiltiness shall be 
forgiven them. Nu 35:33, 34; Jon 1:14 

9 “RSo you shall remove the guilt 
of innocent blood from your midst, 
when you do what is right in the eyes 
of the Lorp. De 19:13 


Domestic Relations 

10 “When you go out to battle 
against your enemies, and ®the Lorp 
your God delivers them into your 
hands and you take them away cap- 
tive, Jos 21:44 

11 and see among the captives a 
beautiful woman, and have a desire 
for her and would take her as a wife 
for yourself, 

12 then you shall bring her home 
to your house, and she shall shave her 
head and trim her nails. 

13 “She shall also "remove the 
clothes of her captivity and shall re- 
main in your house, and 8mourn her 
father and mother a full month; and 
after that you may go in to her and be 
her husband and she shall be your 
wife. Lit remove from her e Ps 45:10 

14 “It shall be, if you are not 
pleased with her, then you shall let 
her go wherever she wishes; but you 
shall certainly not sell her for money, 
you shall not mistreat her, because 
you have humbled her. Ge 34:2 

15 “If a man has two wives, the 
one loved and the other unloved, and 
both the loved and the unloved have 
borne him sons, if the firstborn son 
belongs to the unloved, Ge 29:33 

16 then it shall be in the day he 
wills what he has to his sons, he can- 
not make the son of the loved the first- 
born before the son of the Tunloved, 
who is the firstborn. Lit hated 

17 “But he shall acknowledge the 


21:8 Lit Cover over, atone for 
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firstborn, the son of the Tunloved, by 
giving him a double portion of all that 
he has, for he is the beginning of his 
strength; ®to him belongs the right of 
the firstborn. Lit hated © Ge 49:3 ¢ Ge 25:31 

18 “If any man has a stubborn and 
rebellious son who will ®not obey his 
father or his mother, and when they 
chastise him, he will not even listen to 
them, Ex 20:12; Le 19:3; Pr 1:8; Ep 6:1-3 

19 then his father and mother 
shall seize him, and bring him out to 
the elders of his city Tat the gateway 
of his hometown. Lit and to the gate of his place 

_ 20 “They shall say to the elders of 
his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn 
and rebellious, he will not obey us, he 
is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 

21 “Then all the men of his city 
shall stone him to death; so you shall 
remove the evil from your midst, and 
all Israel will hear of it and fear. 

22 “If aman has committed a sin 
worthy of death and he is put to 
death, and you hang him on a tree, 

23 ®his corpse shall not hang all 
night on the tree, but you shall surely 
bury him on the same day (for he who 
is hanged is accursed of God), so that 
you do not defile your land which the 
Lorp your God gives you as an inher- 
itance. Jos 8:29; 10:26, 27; Jo 19:31 


Sundry Laws 

2 D sfte shall not see your country- 
man’s ox or his sheep straying 

away, and pay no attention to them; 

you shall certainly bring them back to 

your countryman. 

2 “If your countryman is not near 
you, or if you do not know him, then 
you shall bring it home to your house, 
and it shall remain with you until 
your countryman looks for it; then 
you shall restore it to him: 

3. “Thus you shall do with his 
donkey, and you shall do the same 
with his garment, and you shall do 
likewise with anything lost by your 
countryman, which he has lost and 
you have found. You are not allowed 
to neglect them. Lit hide yourself 

4 “You shall not see your coun- 
tryman’s donkey or his ox fallen 
down on the way, and pay no atten- 
tion to them; you shall certainly help 
himto raise them up. 

5 “A woman shall not wear 
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man’s clothing, nor shall a man put 
on a woman’s clothing; for whoever 
does these things is an abomination 
to the Lorp your God. . 

_ 6 “If you happen to come upon-a 
bird’s nest along the way, in any tree or 
on the ground, with young ones or 
eggs, and the mother sitting on the 
young or on the eggs, ®you shall not 
take the mother with the young; Le 22:28 

7 you shall certainly let the 
mother go, but the young you may 
take for yourself, 8in order that it 
may be well with you and that you 
may prolong your days. De 4:40 

8 “When you build a new house, 
you shall make a parapet for your 
roof, so that you will not bring blood- 
guilt on your house if anyone falls 
from it. 

9 “RYou shall not sow your vine- 
yard with two kinds of seed, or ‘all the 
produce of the seed which you have 
sown and the increase of the vineyard 
will become defiled. Le 19:19 « Lit the fuliness 

10 “You shall not plow with an ox 
and a donkey together. 2 Co 6:14-16 

11 “You shall not wear a material 
mixed of wool and linen together. 

12 “You shall make yourself tas- 
sels on the four corners of your gar- 
ment with which you cover yourself. 


Laws on Morality 

13 “8If any man takes a wife and 
goes in to her and then ‘turns against 
her, Ge 29:21; De 24:1; Ju 15:1 ° Lit hates her 

14 and charges her with shameful 
deeds and "publicly defames her, and 
says, ‘I took this woman, but when I 
came near her, I did not find her a vir- 
gin,’ Lit causes an evil name to go out against her 

15 then the girl’s father and her 
mother shall take and bring out the 
evidence of the girl’s virginity to the 
elders of the city at the gate. 

16 “The girl’s father shall say to 
the elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this 
man for a wife, but he "turned against 
her; Lit hated her 

17 and behold, he has charged her 
with shameful deeds, saying, “I did 
not find your daughter a virgin.” But 
this is the evidence of my daughter’s 
virginity. And they shall spread the 
garment before the elders of the city. 

18 “So the elders of that city shall 
take the man and chastise him, 
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19 and they shall fine him a hun- 
dred shekels of silver and give it to the 
girl’s father, because he publicly de- 
famed a virgin of Israel. And she shall 
remain his wife; he cannot ‘divorce 
her all his days. Lit send her away 

20 “But if this charge is true, that 
the girl was not found a virgin, De 174 

21 then they shall bring out the 
girl to the doorway of her father’s 
house, and the men of her city shall 
stone her to death because she has 
committed an act of folly in Israel by 
playing the harlot in her father’s 
house; thus ®you shall purge the evil 
from among you. De 13:5; 17:7; 19:19 

22 “Ifa man is found lying with a 
married woman, then both of them 
shall die, the man who lay with the 
woman, and the woman; thus you 
shall purge the evil from Israel. 

23 “If there is a girl who is a vir- 
gin engaged to a man, and another 
man finds her in the city and lies with 
her, Le 19:20-22; Ma 1:18, 19 

24 then you shall bring them both 
out to the gate of that city and you 
shall stone them to death; the girl, be- 
cause she did not cry out in the city, 
and the man, because he has violated 
his neighbor’s wife. Thus you shall 
purge the evil from among you. 

25 “But if in the field the man 
finds the girl who is engaged, and the 
man forces her and lies with her, then 
ike the man who lies with her shall 

ie. 

26 “But you shall do nothing to 
the girl; there is no sin in the girl wor- 
thy of death, for just as a man rises 
against his neighbor and murders 
him, so is this case. 

27 “When he found her in the 
field, the engaged girl cried out, but 
there was no one to save her. 

28 “If a man finds a girl who is a 
virgin, who is not engaged, and seizes 
her and lies with her and they are dis- 
covered, Ex 22:16 

29 then the man who lay with her 
shall give to the girl’s father fifty 
shekels of silver, and she shall be- 
come his wife because he has violated 
her; he cannot divorce her all his 
days. 

30 “A man shall not take his fa- 
ther’s wife so that he will not uncover 
his father’s skirt. Ch 23:1 in He 
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Persons porate from the 

Assembly 

2 te one who is emasculated or 
has his male organ cut off shall 

enter the assembly of the Lorp. 

2 “No one of illegitimate birth 
shall enter the assembly of the Lorp; 
none of his descendants, even to the 
tenth generation, shall enter the as- 
sembly of the Lorp. 

3 “RNo Ammonite or Moabite 
shall enter the assembly of the Lorb; 
none of their descendants, even to the 
tenth generation, shall ever enter the 
assembly of the Lorpb, Ne 13:1, 2 

4 because they did not meet you 
with food and water on the way when 
you came out of Egypt, and because 
they hired against you Balaam the son 
of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, 
to curse you. Ne 13:2 

5 “Nevertheless, the Lorp your 
God was not willing to listen to 
Balaam, but the Lorp your God turned 
the curse into a blessing for you be- 
cause the Lorp your God loves you. 

6 “You shall never seek their 
peace or their prosperity all your days. 

7 “You shall not detest an 
Edomite, for he is your brother; you 
shall not detest an Egyptian, because 
you were an alien in his land. 

8 “The sons of the third genera- 
tion who are born to them may enter 
the assembly of the Lorp. 

9 “When you go out as 'an army 
against your enemies, you shall keep 
yourself from every evil thing. oracamp 

10 “8If there is among you any 
man who is unclean because of a noc- 
turnal emission, then he must go out- 
side the camp; he may not ‘reenter 
the camp. Le 15:16 © Lit come to the midst of 

11 “But it shall be when evening 
approaches, he shall bathe himself 
with water, and at sundown he may 
Treenter the camp. Lit come to the midst of 

12 “You shall also have a place 
outside the camp and go out there, 

13 and you shall have a "spade 
among your tools, and it shall be 
when you sit down outside, you shall 
dig with it and shall turn "to cover up 
your excrement. Lit peg * Lit and 

14 “Since 8the Lorp your God 
walks in the midst of your camp to de- 
liver you and to "defeat your enemies 
before you, therefore your camp must 
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be ®holy; and He must not see any- 
thing indecent among you or He will 
turn away from you. Le 26:12 « Lit give * Ex 355 

15 “®You shall not hand over to his 
master a slave who has escaped from 
his master to you. 1 Sa 30:15 

16 “He shall live with you in your 
midst, in the place which he shall 
choose in one of your ‘towns where it 
pleases him; ®you shall not mistreat 
him. Lit gates ¢ Ex 22:21; Pr 22:22 

17 “RNone of the daughters of Is- 
rael shall be a cult prostitute, nor 
shall any of the sons of Israel be a cult 
prostitute. Le 19:29; De 22:21 » Ge 19:5; 2 Ki 23:7 

18 “You shall not bring the hire of 
a harlot or the wages of a F®dog into 
the house of the Lorp your God for 
any votive offering, for both of these 
are an abomination to the Lorp your 

od. Le 18:22; 20:13 

19 “You shall not charge interest 
to your ‘countrymen: interest on 
money, food, or anything that may be 
loaned at interest. Lit brother 

20 “RYou may charge interest to a 
foreigner, but to your ‘countrymen 
you shall not charge interest, so that 
Rthe Lorp your God may bless you in 
all that you undertake in the land 
which you are about to enter to 'pos- 
SeSS. De 28:12 « Lit brother * De 15:10 © Lit possess it 

21 “When you make a vow to the 
Lorp your God, you shall not delay to 
pay it, for it would be sin in you, ‘and 
the Lorp your God will surely require 
it of you. Lit for 

22 “However, if you refrain from 
vowing, it would not be sin in you. 

23 “You shall be careful to per- 
form what goes out from your lips, 
just as you have voluntarily vowed to 
the Lorp your God, what you have 
Tpromised. Lit spoken with your mouth 

24 “When you enter your neigh- 
bor’s vineyard, then you may eat 
grapes ‘until you are fully satisfied, 
but you shall not put any in your bas- 
ket. Lit according to your satisfaction of your soul 

25 “When you enter your neigh- 
bor’s standing grain, then you may 
pluck the heads with your hand, but 
you shall not wield a sickle in your 
neighbor’s standing grain. 


Law of Divorce 
2 Ane a man takes a wife 
ow and marries her, and it hap- 
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pens ‘that she finds no favor in his 
eyes because he has found some 
Rindecency in her, and he writes her a 
certificate of divorce and puts it in her 
hand and sends her out from his 
house, Lit if © Nu 5:12, 28; De 22:13-21 

2 and she leaves his house and 
goes and becomes another man’s 
wife, 

3 and ifthe latter husband ‘turns 
against her and writes her a certifi- 
cate of divorce and puts it in her hand 
and sends her out of his house, or if 
the latter husband dies who took her 
to be his wife, Lit hates her 

4 then her former husband who 
sent her away is not allowed to take 
her again to be his wife, since she has 
been defiled; for that is an abomina- 
tion before the Lorp, and you shall 
not bring sin on the land which the 
Lorp your God gives you as an inher- 
itance. Je 3:1 

5 “RWhen a man takes a new 
wife, he shall not go out with the army 
nor be charged with any duty; he 
shall be free at home one year and 
shall ®give happiness to his wife 
whom he has taken. De 20:7 « Pr 5:18 


Sundry Laws 

6 “No one shall take a handmill 
or an upper millstone in pledge, for he 
would be taking a life in pledge. 

7 “Rif aman is ‘caught kidnap- 
ping any of his countrymen of the 
sons of Israel, and he deals with him 
violently or sells him, then that thief 
shall die; so you shall purge the evil 
from among you. Ex 21:16 « Lit found’stealing 

8 “Be careful against ‘an infec- 
tion of leprosy, that you diligently ob- 
serve and do according to all that the 
Levitical priests teach you; as I have 
commanded them, so you shall be 
careful to do. Le 13:1-14,57 Lit a mark or stroke 

9 “Remember what the Lorp 
your God did 8to Miriam on the way 
as you came out of Egypt. Nu 12:10 

10 “When you make your neigh- 
bor a loan of any sort, you shall not 
enter his house to take his pledge. 

11 “You shall remain outside, and 
the man to whom you make the loan 
shall bring the pledge out to you. 


23:18 Le. male prostitute, sodomite %% 24:1-4 
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12 “If he is a poor man, you shall 
not sleep with his pledge. 

13 “When the sun goes down you 
shall surely return the pledge to him, 
that he may sleep in his cloak and 
bless you; and Rit will be righteous- 
ness for you before the Lorp your 
God. Ex 22:26 ¢ De 6:25; Ps 106:31; Da 4:27 

14 “You shall not oppress a hired 
servant who is poor and needy, 
whether he is one of your 'country- 
men or one of your aliens who is in 
your land in your towns. Lit brothers 

15 “You shall give him his wages 
on his day before the sun sets, for he 
is poor and sets his "heart on it; so 
that he will not cry against you to the 
Lorp and it become sin in you. 

16 “kFathers shall not be put to 
death for their sons, nor shall sons be 
put to death for their fathers; every- 
one shall be put to death for his own 
sin. 2 Ki 14:6; 2 Ch 25:4; Je 31:29, 30; Eze 18:20 

17 “You shall not pervert the jus- 
tice due an alien or ‘an orphan, nor 
take a widow’s garment in pledge. 

18 “But you shall remember that 
you were a Slave in Egypt, and that 
the Lorp your God redeemed you 
from there; therefore I am command- 
ing you to do this thing. 

19 “RWhen you reap your harvest 
in your field and have forgotten a 
sheaf in the field, you shall not go 
back to get it; it shall be ®for the alien, 
for the orphan, and for the widow, in 
order that the Lorp your God may 
bless you in all the work of your 
hands. Le 19:9, 10; 23:22 De 14:29 « Pr 19:17 

20 “RWhen you beat your olive 
tree, you Shall not go over the boughs 
again; it shall be for the alien, for the 
orphan, and for the widow. Le 19:10 

21 “When you gather the grapes 
of your vineyard, you shall not go 
over it again; it shall be for the alien, 
for the orphan, and for the widow. 

22 “You shall remember that you 
were a Slave in the land of Egypt; 
therefore Iam commanding you to do 
this thing. 


Sundry Laws 

2 Fre there is a dispute between 
men and they go to court, and 

the judges decide their case, Rand they 

justify the righteous and condemn the 

wicked, De 17:8-13; 19:17 © De 1:16, 17 
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2 then it shall be if the wicked 
man deserves to be beaten, the 
judge shall then make him lie down 
and be beaten in his presence with 
the number of stripes according to 
his guilt. Pr 19:29; Lk 12:48 

3 “RHe may beat him forty times 
but no more, so that he does not beat 
him with many more stripes than 
these and your brother is not ®de- 
graded in your eyes. 2 Co 11:24 ¢ Job 18:3 

4 “You shall not muzzle the ox 
while he is threshing. 

5 “When brothers live together 
and one of them dies and has no son, 
the wife of the deceased shall not be 
married outside the family to a 
strange man. Her husband’s brother 
shall go in to her and take her to him- 
self as wife and perform the duty of a 
husband’s brother to her. 

6 “It shall be that the firstborn 
whom she bears shall 'assume the 
name of his dead brother, so that ®his 
name will not be blotted out from Is- 
rael. Lit stand on * Ru 4:5, 10 

7 “But if the man does not de- 
sire to take his brother’s wife, then his 
brother’s wife shall go up to the gate 
to the elders and say, ‘My husband’s 
brother refuses to establish a name 
for his brother in Israel; he is not will- 
ing to perform the duty of a husband’s 
brother to me’ Ru 4:5, 6 

8 “Then the elders of his city 
shall summon him and speak to him. 
And if he persists and says, ‘I do not 
desire to take her, 

9 then his brother’s wife shall 
come to him in the sight of the elders, 
and pull his sandal off his foot and 
spit in his face; and she shall declare, 
‘Thus it is done to the man who does 
not build up his brother’s house,’ 

10 “In Israel his name shall be 
called, ‘The house of him whose san- 
dal is removed.’ 

11 “If two men, a man and his 
countryman, are struggling together, 
and the wife of one comes near to de- 
liver her husband from the hand of 
the one who is striking him, and puts 
out her hand and seizes his genitals, 

12 then you shall cut off her hand: 
you Shall not show pity. 

13 “RYou shall not have in your 
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bag differing weights, a large and a 
small. Le 19:35-37; Pr 11:1; 20:23; Eze 45:10; Mi 6:11 
14 “You shall not have in your 
house ‘differing measures, a large 
and a small. Lit an ephah and an ephah 
15 “You shall have a full and just 
weight; you shall have a full and just 
Tmeasure, 8that your days may be pro- 
longed in the land which the Lorp 
your God gives you. Lit ephah ¢ Ex 20:12 
_16 “For everyone who does these 
things, everyone who acts unjustly is 
an abomination to the Lorp your God. 
17. “8Remember what Amalek did 

to you along the way when you came 
out from Egypt, Ex 17:8-16 
18 how he met you along the way 
and attacked among you all the strag- 
glers at your rear when you were faint 
and weary; and he &did not ‘fear 
God. Ps 36:1; Ro 3:18 
19 “Therefore it shall come about 
when the Lorp your God has given 
you ®rest from all your surrounding 
enemies, in the land which the Lorp 
your God gives you as an inheritance 
to possess, you shall blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under 
heaven; you must not forget. De 12:9 


Offering First Fruits 

26.502" it shall be, when you 
enter the land which the Lorp 

your God gives you as an inheri- 

tance, and you possess it and live 

in it, 

2 that you shall take some of the 
first of all the produce of the ground 
which you bring in from your land 
that the Lorp your God gives you, and 
you shall put it in a basket and ®go to 
the place where the Lorp your God 
chooses to establish His name. 

3 “You shall go to the priest who 
is in office at that time and say to him, 
‘T declare this day to the Lorp '™my 
God that I have entered the land 
which the Lorp swore to our fathers 
to give us,’ So with Gr; Heb your 

4 “Then the priest shall take the 
basket from your hand and set it 
down before the altar of the Lorp 
your God. 

5 “You shall answer and say be- 
fore the Lorp your God, ‘®My father 
was a wandering Aramean, and he 
went down to Egypt and sojourned 
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there, few in number; but there he 
became a ®great, mighty and popu- 
lous nation. Ge 43:1-14 © Ge 46:27 ¢ De 1:10; 10:22 

6 ‘And the 8Egyptians treated us 
harshly and afflicted us, and imposed 
hard labor onus. Ex 1:8-11 

7 ‘Then 8we cried to the Lorp, 
the God of our fathers, and the 
Lorp heard our voice and saw our af- 
fliction and our toil and our oppres- 
s10n; Ex 2:23-25; 3:9 

8 andthe Lorp brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand and an out- 
stretched arm and with great terror 
and with signs and wonders; 

9 and He has brought us to this 
place and has given us this land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

10 ‘Now behold, I have brought 

the first of the produce of the 
ground which You, O Lorp have given 
me.’ And you shall set it down before 
the Lorp your God, and worship be- 
fore the Lorp your God; 

11 and you and the Levite and the 
alien who is among you shall ®rejoice 
in all the good which the Lorp your 
God has given you and your house- 
hold. De 12:7; 16:11; Ec 3:12, 13; 5:18-20 

12 “When you have finished pay- 
ing all the tithe of your increase in the 
third year, the year of tithing, then you 
shall give it to the Levite, to the 
stranger, to the Torphan and to the 
widow, that they may eat in your 
towns and be satisfied. Or fatherless 

13. “You shall say before the Lorp 
your God, ‘I have removed the sacred 
portion from my house, and also have 
given it to the Levite and the alien, the 
orphan and the widow, according to 
all Your commandments which You 
have commanded me; ®I have not 
transgressed or forgotten any of Your 
commandments. Ps 119:141, 153, 176 

14 ‘I have not eaten of it ™while 
mourning, nor have I removed any of 
it while I was unclean, nor offered any 
of it to the dead: I have listened to the 
voice of the Lorp my God; I have done 
according to all that You have com- 
manded me. Lit while in my 

15 ‘8Look down from Your holy 
habitation, from heaven, and bless 
Your people Israel, and the ground 
which You have given us, 8a land flow- 
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ing with milk and honey, as You swore 
to our fathers.’ Ps 80:14; Is 63:15; Ze 2:13 * De 26:9 

16 “This day the Lorp your God 
commands you to do these statutes 
and ordinances. You shall therefore be 
careful to do them ®with all your heart 
and with all your soul. De 4:29 

17 “You have today declared the 
Lorp to be your God, and that you 
would walk in His ways and keep His 
statutes, His commandments and His 
ordinances, and listen to His voice. 

18 “The Lorp has today declared 
you to be His people, a treasured pos- 
session, aS He promised you, and 
Tthat you should keep all His com- 
mandments; Lit to keep all 

19 and ‘that He will ®set you high 
above all nations which He has made, 
for praise, fame, and honor; and that 
you shall be a consecrated people to 
the Lorp your God, as He has spo- 
ken Lit to set you ¢ De 4:7, 8; 28:1, 13 


The Curses of Mount Ebal 

2 Then Moses and the elders of Is- 
rael charged the people, saying, 

“Keep all the commandments which I 

command you today. 

2 “So it shall be on the day when 
you cross the Jordan to the land 
which the Lorp your God gives you, 
that you shall set up for yourself large 
stones and coat them with lime 

3 and write on them all the 
words of this law, when you cross 
over, so that you may enter the land 
which the Lorp your God gives you, 
Ra land flowing with milk and honey, 
as the Lorp, the God of your fathers, 
Tpromised you. De 26:9 © Lit spoke to 

4 “So it shall be when you cross 
the Jordan, you shall set up ®on 
Mount Ebal, these stones, as I am 
commanding you today, and you shall 
coat them with lime. De 11:29; Jos 8:30 

5 “Moreover, you shall build 
there an altar to the Lorp your God, 
an altar of stones; you shall not ‘wield 
an iron tool on them. Lit lift up 

6 “You shall build the altar of the 
Lorp your God of Tuncut stones, and 
you shall offer on it burnt offerings to 
the Lorp your God; Lit whole 

7 and you shall sacrifice peace 
offerings and eat there, and ®rejoice 
before the Lorp your God. De 26:11 

8 “You shall write on the 'stones 
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all the words of this law very dis- 
tinctly. 2 Le. stones coated with lime, cf v 4 

9 Then Moses and the Levitical 
priests spoke to all Israel, saying, “Be 
silent and listen, O Israel! This day 
you have become a people for the 
Lorp your God. 

10 “You shall therefore ‘obey the 
Lorp your God, and do His com- 
mandments and His statutes which I 
command you today.” Lit listen to the voice of 

11 Moses also charged the people 
on that day, saying, 

12 “When you cross the Jordan, 
these shall stand on RMount Gerizim 
to bless the people: 8Simeon, Levi, 
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Ben- 
jamin. De 11:29 ¢ Jos 8:33-35 

13 “For the curse, these shall 
stand on Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, 
Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 

14 “The Levites shall then answer 
and say to all the men of Israel with a 
loud voice, 

15 ‘Cursed is the man who makes 
an idol or a molten image, an abomi- 
nation to the Lorp, the work of the 
hands of the craftsman, and sets it up 
in secret.’ And Rall the people shall 
answer and Say, ‘Amen.’ 1 Co 14:16 

16 ‘Cursed is he who dishonors 
his father or mother.’ And all the peo- 
ple shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

17 ‘Cursed is he who moves his 
neighbor’s boundary mark.’ And all 
the people shall say, ‘Amen. 

18 ‘8Cursed is he who misleads a 
blind person on the road.’ And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen.’ Le 19:14 
_ 19 ‘8Cursed is he who distorts the 
justice due an alien, orphan, and 
widow. And all the people shall say, 
‘Amen.’ Ex 22:21; 23:9; Le 19:33; De 10:18; 24:17 

20 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his 
father’s wife, because he has uncov- 
ered his father’s skirt. And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

21 ‘*Cursed is he who lies with 
any animal.’ And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen.’ Ex 22:19; Le 18:23: 20:15 

_ 22 ‘8Cursed is he who lies with his 
sister, the daughter of his father or of 
his mother. And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen.’ Le 18:9: 20:17 

23 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his 
mother-in-law. And all the people 
shall say, ‘Amen.’ Le 20:14 

24 ‘Cursed is he who strikes his 
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neighbor in secret.’ And all the peo- 
ple shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

25 ‘Cursed is he who accepts a 
bribe to strike down an innocent per- 
son. And all the people shall say, 
‘Amen,’ Ex 23:7; De 10:17; Ps 15:5; Eze 22:12 

26 ‘8Cursed is he who does not 
confirm the words of this law by 
doing them.’ And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen,’ Ps 119:21; Je 11:3; Ga 3:10 


Blessings at Gerizim 
y= Seis ow it shall be, if you dili- 
gently obey the Lorp your 
God, being careful to do all His com- 
mandments which I command you 
today, the Lorp your God will set you 
high above all the nations of the 
earth. Ex 15:26; 23:22-27; Le 26:3-13; De 7:12-26; 11:13 

2 “All these blessings will come 
upon you and overtake you if you 
obey the Lorp your God: Ze 1:6 

3 “Blessed shall you be in the 
city, and blessed shall you be ®in the 
Tcountry. Ge 39:5 « Or field 

4 “Blessed shall be the ‘offspring 
of your body and the produce of your 
ground and the offspring of your 
beasts, the increase of your herd and 
the young of your flock. Lit fruit 

5 “Blessed shall be your basket 
and your kneading bowl. 

6 “Blessed shall you be when 
you come in, and blessed shall you be 
when you go out. Ps 121:8 

7 “The Lorp shall cause your en- 
emies who rise up against you to be 
Tdefeated before you; they will come 
out against you one way and will flee 
before you seven ways. Lit smitten 

8 “The Lorp will command the 
blessing upon you in your barns and 
in Rall that you put your hand to, and 
He will bless you in the land which 
the Lorp your God gives you. De 15:10 

9 “RThe Lorp will establish you 
as a holy people to Himself, as He 
swore to you, if you keep the com- 
mandments of the Lorp your God and 
walk in His ways. Ex 19:5 

10 “So all the peoples of the earth 
will see that ®you are called by the 
name of the Lorp, and they will be 
afraid of you. 2h 7:14 

11 “8The Lorp will make you 
abound in prosperity, in the 'offspring 
of your body and in the ‘offspring of 
your beast and in the produce of 
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your ground, in the land which the 
LorpD swore to your fathers to give 
YOU. De 28:4; Pr 10:22 © Lit fruit ¢ Or womb Lit fruit 
_12 “The Lorp will open for you 
His good storehouse, the heavens, to 
give rain to your land in its season 
and to bless all the work of your hand; 
and ®you shall lend to many nations, 
but you shall not borrow. De 23:20 
13 “8The Lorp will make you the 
head and not the tail, and you only 
will be above, and you will not be un- 
derneath, if you listen to the com- 
mandments of the Lorp your God, 
which I charge you today, to Tobserve 
them carefully, De 28:1, 44 © Lit keep and do 
14 and do not turn aside from any 
of the words which I command you 
today, to the right or to the left, to go 
after other gods to serve them. 


Consequences of Disobedience 

15 “But it shall come about, if you 
do not obey the Lorp your God, to ob- 
serve to do all His commandments 
and His statutes with which I charge 
you today, that all these curses will 
come upon you and overtake you: 

16 “8Cursed shall you be in the 
city, and cursed shall you be in the 
Tcountry. De 28:3 « Or field 

17 “8Cursed shall be your basket 
and your kneading bowl. De 28:5 

18 “Cursed shall be the offspring 
of your body and the produce of your 
ground, the increase of your herd and 
the young of your flock. 

19 “Cursed shall you be when 
you come in, and cursed shall you be 
when you go out. De 28:6 

20 “The Lorp will send upon you 
curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all 
you undertake to do, until you are de- 
stroyed and until ®you perish quickly, 
on account of the evil of your deeds, 
because you have forsaken Me. De 4:26 

21 “The Lorp will make the pesti- 
lence cling to you until He has con- 
sumed you from the land where you 
are entering to possess it. 

22 “RThe Lorp will smite you with 
consumption and with fever and with 
inflammation and with fiery heat and 
with ‘the sword and ®with blight and 
with mildew, and they will pursue you 
until 8you perish. Le 26:16 + Am 4:9 » De 4:26 


¥* 28:1-13 28:22 Another reading is drought 
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23 “TThe heaven which is over 
your head shall be bronze, and the 
earth which is under you, iron. Lit Your 

24 “RThe Lorp will make the rain 
of your land powder and dust; from 
heaven it shall come down on you 
until you are destroyed. De 11:17; 28:12 

25 “The Lorp shall cause you to 
be defeated before your enemies; you 
will go out one way against them, 
but you will flee seven ways before 
them, and you will be an example 
of terror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 

26 “®Your carcasses will be food to 
all birds of the sky and to the beasts of 
the earth, and there will be no one to 
frighten them away. Je 7:33: 16:4; 19:7; 34:20 

27 “The Lorp will smite you with 
the boils of Egypt and with tumors 
and with the scab and with the itch, 
from which you cannot be healed. 

28 “The Lorp will smite you with 
madness and with blindness and with 
bewilderment of heart; 

29 and you will ®grope at noon, as 
the blind man gropes in darkness, and 
you will not prosper in your ways; but 
you shall only be oppressed and 
robbed continually, with none to save 
you Ex 10:21 

30 “You shall betroth a wife, but 
another man will violate her; Ryou 
shall build a house, but you will not 
live in it; you shall plant a vineyard, 
but you will not use its fruit. Am 5:11 

31 “Your ox shall be slaughtered 
before your eyes, but you will not eat 
of it; your donkey shall be torn away 
from you, and will not be restored to 
you; your sheep shall be given to your 
enemies, and you will have none to 
save you. 

32 “RYour sons and your daugh- 
ters shall be given to another people, 
while your eyes look on and yearn for 
them continually; but there will be 
nothing you can do. De 28:41 

33 “RA people whom you do not 
know shall eat up the produce of your 
ground and all your labors, and you 
will never be anything but oppressed 
and crushed continually. Je 5:15, 17 

34 “You shall be driven mad by 
the sight of what you see. 

35. “RThe Lorp will strike you on 
the knees and legs with sore boils, 
from which you cannot be healed, 
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from the sole of your foot to the 
crown of your head. De 28:27 

36 “The Lorp will bring you and 
your king, whom you set over you, to 
a nation which neither you nor your 
fathers have known, and there you 
ate serve other gods, wood and 
ston De 4:28: Je 16:13 

37 “You shall become a horror, a 
proverb, and a taunt among all the 
people where the Lorp drives you. 

38 “You shall bring out much seed 
to the field but you will gather in little, 
for the locust will consume it. 

39 “You shall plant and cultivate 
vineyards, but you will neither drink 
of the wine nor gather the grapes, for 
the worm will devour them. 

40 “RYou shall have olive trees 
throughout your territory but you will 
not anoint yourself with the oil, for 
your olives will drop off. — Je 11:16; Mi 6:15 

41 “RYou shall have sons and 
daughters but they will not be yours, 
for they will go into captivity. De 28:32 

42 “The cricket shall possess all 
your trees and the produce of your 
ground. De 28:38 

43 “8The alien who is among you 
shall rise above you higher and 
higher, but you will go down lower 
and lower. De 28:13 

44 “RHe shall lend to you, but you 
will not lend to him; he shall be the 
head, and you will be the tail. pe28:12 

45 “So all these curses shall come 
on you and pursue you and overtake 
you until you are destroyed, because 
you would not Tobey the Lorp your 
God by keeping His commandments 
and His statutes which He com- 
Manded you. De 4:25, 26 « Lit listen to the voice of 

46 “They shall become 8a sign and 
a wonder on you and your descen- 
dants forever. Nu 26:10; Is 8:18; Eze 5:15; 14:8 

47 “Because you did not serve the 
Lorp your God with joy and a glad 
heart, for the abundance of all things; 

48 therefore you shall serve your 
enemies whom the Lorp will send 
against you, Rin hunger, in thirst, in 
nakedness, and in the lack of all 
things; and He will put an iron yoke 
on your neck until He has destroyed 

uU. La 4:4-6 ¢ Je 28:13, 14 

49 “8The Lorp will bring a nation 
against you from afar, from the end of 
the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a 
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nation whose language you shall not 
understand, 1s 5:26-30; 7:18-20: Je 5:15: 6:22, 23 

50. a nation of fierce countenance 
who will Shave no respect for the old, 
nor show favor to the young. Is 47:6 

51 “Moreover, it shall eat the off- 
spring of your herd and the produce 
of your ground until you are de- 
stroyed, who also leaves you no grain, 
new wine, or oil, nor the increase of 
your herd or the young of your flock 
until they have caused you to perish. 

52 “It shall besiege you in all your 
towns until your high and fortified 
walls in which you trusted come 
down throughout your land, and it 
shall besiege you in all your Ttowns 
throughout your land which the Lorp 
your God has given you. Lit gates 

53 “Then you shall eat the off- 
spring of your own body, the flesh of 
your sons and of your daughters 
whom the Lorp your God has given 
you, during the siege and the distress 
by which your enemy will oppress 
you. Le 26:29; 2 Ki 6:28, 29; Je 19:9; La 2:20; 4:10 

54 “The man who is refined and 
very delicate among you shall be hos- 
tile toward his brother and toward the 
wife he cherishes and toward the rest 
of his children who remain, 

55 so that he will not give even 
one of them any of the flesh of his 
children which he will eat, since he 
has nothing else left, during the siege 
and the distress by which your enemy 
will oppress you in all your towns. 

56 “RThe ‘refined and delicate 
woman among you, who would not 
venture to set the sole of her foot on 
the ground for delicateness and re- 
finement, shall be hostile toward the 
husband she cherishes and toward 
her son and daughter, La 4:10 « Lit tender 

57 and toward her afterbirth 
which issues from between her ‘legs 
and toward her children whom she 
bears; for ®she will eat them secretly 
for lack of anything else, during the 
siege and the distress by which your 
enemy will ‘oppress you in your 
towns. Lit feet * 2 Ki 6:28, 29; La 4:10 ¢ Or distress 

58 “If you are not careful to ob- 
serve all the words of this law which 
are written in this book, to ®fear this 
honored and awesome ®name, the 
Lorpb your God, Ps 99:3; Mal 1:14 « Is 42:8 

59 then the Lorp will bring ex- 
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traordinary plagues on you and your 
descendants, even ‘severe and lasting 
plagues, and miserable and chronic 
sicknesses. Lit plague on your seed ¢ Lit great 

60 “He will bring back on you all 
the diseases of Egypt of which you 
were afraid, and they will cling to you. 

61 “Also every sickness and every 
plague which, not written in the book 
of this law, the Lorp will bring on you 
Runtil you are destroyed. De 4:25, 26 

62 “Then you shall be left few in 
number, ®whereas you were as nu- 
merous as the stars of heaven, be- 
cause you did not Tobey the Lorp your 

od. De 1:10; Ne 9:23 ¢ Lit listen to the voice of 

63 “It shall come about that as the 
Lorp delighted over you to prosper 
you, and multiply you, so the Lorp 
will delight over you to make you 
perish and destroy you; and you will 
be torn from the land where you are 
entering to possess it. Je 32:41 ¢ Pr 1:26 

64 “Moreover, the Lorp will scat- 
ter you among all peoples, from one 
end of the earth to the other end of 
the earth; and there you shall serve 
other gods, wood and stone, which 
you or your fathers have not known. 

65 “RAmong those nations you 
shall find no rest, and there will be no 
resting place for the sole of your foot; 
but there ®the Lorp will give you a 
trembling heart, failing of eyes, and 
despair of soul. La 1:3 ¢ Le 26:36 

66 “So your life shall hang in 
doubt before you; and you will be in 
dread night and day, and shall have 
no assurance of your life. 

67 “In the morning you shall say, 
‘Would that it were evening!’ And at 
evening you shall say, ‘Would that it 
were morning!’ because of the dread 
of your heart which you dread, and 
for the sight of your eyes which you 
will see. Job 7:4 

68 “The Lorp will bring you back 
to Egypt in ships, by the way about 
which I spoke to you, ‘You will never 
see it again!’ And there you will offer 
yourselves for sale to your enemies as 
male and female slaves, but there will 
be no buyer.” 


The Covenant in Moab 

2G nese are the words of the 
covenant which the Lorp com- 

manded Moses to make with the sons 


DEUTERONOMY 29:2 


of Israel in the land of Moab, besides 
the kcovenant which He had made 
with them at Horeb. cn 28:69 in He « De 5:2, 3 

2 And Moses summoned all Is- 
rael and said to them, “You have seen 
all that the Lorp did before your eyes 
in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and 
all his servants and all his land; 

3 Rthe great trials which your 
eyes have seen, those great signs and 
wonders. De 4:34; 7:19 

4 “Yet to this day the Lorp has 
not given you a heart to know, nor 
eyes to see, nor ears to hear. 

5 “I have led you forty years in 
the wilderness; ®your clothes have not 
worn out on you, and your sandal has 
not worn out on your foot. De 8:4 

6 “RYou have not eaten bread, 
nor have you drunk wine or strong 
drink, in order that you might know 
that Iam the Lorpb your God. De 8:3 

7 “RWhen you ‘reached this 
place, Sihon the king of Heshbon and 
Og the king of Bashan came out to 
meet us for battle, but we defeated 
them; Nu 21:21-24, 33, 35; De 2:26-3:17 ¢ Lit came to 

8 and we took their land and 
gave it as an inheritance to the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half- 
tribe of the Manassites. 

9 “RSo keep the words of this 
covenant to do them, that you may 
prosper in all that you do. De 4:6; 1 Ki2:3 

10 “You stand today, all of you, be- 
fore the Lorp your God: your chiefs, 
your tribes, your elders and your offi- 
cers, even all the men of Israel, 

11 your little ones, your wives, 
and the alien who is within your 
camps, from ®the one who chops your 
wood to the one who draws your 
water, Jos 9:21, 23, 27 

12 that you may enter into the 
covenant with the Lorp your God, 
and into His oath which the Lorp 
your God is making with you today, 

13 in order that He may establish 
you today as His people and that He 
may be your God, just as He spoke to 
you and as He swore to your fathers, 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

14 “Now not with you alone am I 
making this covenant and this oath, 

15 Rbut both with those who stand 
here with us today in the presence of 
the Lorp our God and with those who 
are not with us here today Ac 2:39 
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16 (for you know how we lived in 
the land of Egypt, and how we came 
through the midst of the nations 
through which you passed; 

17 moreover, you have seen their 
abominations and their idols of 
Rwood, stone, silver, and gold, which 
they had with them); Ex 20:23; De 4:28; 28:36 

18 ®so that there will not be 
among you a man or woman, or fam- 
ily or tribe, whose heart turns away 
today from the Lorp our God, to go 
and serve the gods of those nations; 
that there will not be among you 8a 
root bearing poisonous fruit and 
wormwood. De 13:6 ¢ De 32:32; He 12:15 

19 “It shall be when he hears the 
words of this curse, that he will 
Thoast, saying, ‘I have peace though I 
walk in the stubbornness of my heart | 
in order to destroy the watered land © 
with the dry,’ Lit bless himself in his heart | 

20 “The Lorp shall never be will- 
ing to forgive him, but rather the 
anger of the Lorp and His jealousy 
will burn against that man, and every 
curse which is written in this book 
will rest on him, and the Lorp will 
blot out his name from under heaven. 

Ps 79:5; Eze 23:25 © Ps 74:1; 80:4 

21 “Then the Lorp will single him 
out for ‘adversity from all the tribes of 
Israel, according to all the curses of 
the covenant ®which are written in 
this book of the law. Lit evil © De 30:10 

22 “Now the generation to come, 
your sons who rise up after you and 
Rthe foreigner who comes from a dis- 
tant land, when they see the plagues 
of the land and the diseases with 
oe the Lorp has ‘afflicted it, will 

Je 19:8; 49:17; 50:13 ¢ Lit made it sick 

mer ‘All its land is brimstone and 
salt, 8a burning waste, Tunsown and 
unproductive, and no grass grows in 
it, like the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, 
which the Lorp overthrew in His 
anger and in His wrath.’ Is 1:7; 64:11 

24 “All the nations will say, ‘Why 
has the Lorp done thus to this land? 
Why this great outburst of anger?’ 

25 “Then men will say, ‘Because 
they forsook the covenant of the 
Lorp, the God of their fathers, which 
He made with them when He brought 
them out of the land of Egypt. 

26 ‘They went and served other 
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gods and worshiped them, gods 
whom they have not known and 
whom He had not allotted to them. 

27 ‘Therefore, the anger of the 
Lorp burned against that land, ®to 
bring upon it every curse which is 
written in this book; Da 9:11 

28 and the Lorp uprooted them 
from their land in anger and in fury 
and in great wrath, and cast them into 
another land, as it is this day.’ 

29 “The secret things belong to 
the Lorp our God, but 8the things re- 
vealed belong to us and to our sons 
forever, that we may observe all the 
words of this law. Jo 5:39: Ac 17:11; 2 Ti 3:16 


Restoration Promised 

30:°° it shall be when all of these 
things have come upon you, the 

blessing and the curse which I have 

set before you, and you call them to 

mind in all nations where the Lorp 

your God has banished you, 

2 and you return to the Lorp 
your God and obey Him ®with all your 
heart and soul according to all that I 
command you today, you and your 
sons, De 4:29, 30; Ne 1:9 * De 4:29 

3 then the Lorp your God will 
Rrestore you from captivity, and have 
compassion on you, and will gather 
you again from all the peoples where 
the Lorp your God has ®scattered 
you. Ge 28:15; 48:21; Ps 126:1, 4; Je 29:14 * De 4:27 

4 “If your outcasts are at the ends 
of the Tearth, from there the Lorp 
your God will gather you, and from 
there He will bring you back. Lit sky 

5 “The Lorp your God will bring 
you into the land which your fathers 
possessed, and you shall possess it; 
and He will prosper you and multiply 
you more than your fathers. 

6 “Moreover ®the Lorp your God 
will circumcise your heart and the 
heart of your Tdescendants, ®to love 
the Lorp your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, so that you 
may live. De 10:16 ® Lit seed * De 6:5 

7 “8The Lorp your God will 7in- 
flict all these curses on your enemies 
and on those who hate you, who per- 
secuted you. De 7:15 « Lit put 

8 “And you shall again obey the 
Lorp, and observe all His command- 
ments which I command you today. 

9 “RThen the Lorp your God will 
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prosper you abundantly in all the 
work of your hand, in the offspring of 
your body and in the offspring of your 
cattle and in the produce of your 
ground, for the Lorp will again re- 
joice over you for good, just as He re- 
joiced over your fathers; Je 31:27, 28 

10 if you obey the Lorp your God 
to keep His commandments and His 
statutes which Rare written in this 
book of the law, Tif you turn to the 
Lorp your God with all your heart 
and soul. De 29:21 © Or for you will ¢ De 4:29 

11 “For this commandment which 
I command you today is not too diffi- 
cult for you, nor is it out of reach. 

12 “It is not in heaven, that you 
should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven 
for us to get it for us and make us 
hear it, that we may observe it?’ 

13 “Nor is it beyond the sea, that 
you should say, ‘Who will cross the 
sea for us to get it for us and make us 
hear it, that we may observe it?’ 

14 “But the word is very near you, 
in your mouth and in your heart, that 
you may observe it. 


Choose Life 

15 “See, 8] have set before you 
today life and "prosperity, and death 
and ‘adversity; De 11:26 ¢ Lit good « Lit evil 
oe 16 in that I command you today 

Rto love the Lorp your God, to 
walk in His ways and to keep His 
commandments and His statutes and 
His judgments, that you may live and 
multiply, and that the Lorp your God 
may bless you in the land where you 
are entering to possess it. De 6:5 

17 “But if your heart turns away 
and you will not obey, but are drawn 
away and worship other gods and 
serve them, 

18 I declare to you today that 8you 
shall surely perish. You will not pro- 
long your days in the land where you 
are crossing the Jordan to enter 'and 
possess it. De 4:26; 8:19 © Lit to 

19 “8 call heaven and earth to wit- 
ness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, the bless- 
ing and the curse. So choose life in 
order that you may live, you and your 
Tdescendants, De 4:26 © De 30:1 « Lit seed 

20 ®by loving the Lorp your God, 


% 30:16 
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by obeying His voice, and by holding 
fast to Him; for this is your life and 
the length of your days, that you may 
live in the land which the Lorp swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to give them.” De 6:5 


Moses’ Last Counsel 
So Moses went and spoke these 
words to all Israel. 

2 And he said to them, “I am 8a 
hundred and twenty years old today; I 
am no longer able to come and go, 
and the Lorp has said to me, ‘You 
shall not cross this Jordan.’ De 34:7 

3 “It is the Lorp your God who 
will cross ahead of you; He will 
destroy these nations before you, and 
you shall dispossess them. Joshua is 
the one who will cross ahead of you, 
just as the Lorp has spoken. De 9:3 

4 “The Lorp will do to them just 
as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings 
of the Amorites, and to their land, 
when He destroyed them. 

5 “The Lorp will deliver them up 
before you, and you shall do to them 
according to all the commandments 
which I have commanded you. 

6 “Be strong and courageous, 

do not be afraid or tremble at 
them, for the Lorp your God is the 
one who goes with you. He will not 
fail you or forsake you.” Jos 10:25; 1 Ch 22:13 
Then Moses called to Joshua 

and said to him in the sight of all Is- 
rael, “Be strong and courageous, for 
you shall go with this people into the 
land which the Lorp has sworn to 
their fathers to give them, and you 
shall give it to them as an inheritance. 
8 “kThe Lorp is the one who 
goes ahead of you; He will be 
with you. ®He will not fail you or for- 
sake you. Do not fear or be dis- 
mayed.” — Ex 13:21; 33:14 © De 31:6; Jos 1:5; He 13:5 

9 So Moses wrote this law and 
gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi 
Rwho carried the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp, and to all the elders of Is- 
rael. Nu 4:5, 6, 15; De 10:8; 31:25, 26; Jos 3:3 

10 Then Moses commanded them, 
saying, “At the end of every seven 
years, at the time of the year of re- 
mission of debts, at the RFeast of 
Booths, De 15:1, 2 © Le 23:34; De 16:13 

11 when all Israel comes ®to ap- 
pear before the Lorp your God at ®the 
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place which He will choose, you shall 
read this law in front of all Israel in 
their hearing. De 16:16 * De 12:5 
12 “Assemble the people, the men 
and the women and children and the 
alien who is in your town, so that they 
may hear and 8learn and fear the 
Lorp your God, and be careful to ob- 
serve all the words of this law. De 4:10 
13 “Their children, who have 

not known, will hear and learn 

to fear the Lorp your God, as long as 
you live on the land which you are 
about to cross the Jordan to possess.” 


Israel Will Fall Away 
14 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 
“Behold, the time for you to die is 
near; call Joshua, and present your- 
selves at the tent of meeting, that I 
may commission him.” 8So Moses and 
Joshua went and presented them- 
selves at the tent of meeting. Ex 33:9-11 
15 The Lorp appeared in the tent 
in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of 
cloud stood at the doorway of the tent. 
16 The Lorp said to Moses, “Be- 
hold, ®you are about to lie down with 
your fathers; and 8this people will 
arise and play the harlot with the 
strange gods of the land, into the 
midst of which they are going, and 
will forsake Me and break My 
covenant which I have made with 
them. Ge 15:15 ¢ Ex 34:15; De 4:25-28; Ju 2:11, 12, 17 
17 “8Then My anger will be kin- 
dled against them in that day, and I 
will forsake them and hide My face 
from them, and they will be con- 
sumed, and many evils and troubles 
will come upon them; so that they will 
say in that day, ‘Is it not because our 
God is not among us that these evils 
have come upon us?’ Ju 2:14; 6:13 
18 “But I will surely hide My face 
in that day because of all the evil 
which they will do, for they will turn 
to other gods. 
19 “Now therefore, write this 
song for yourselves, and teach it 
to the sons of Israel; put it on their 
lips, so that this song may be a wit- 
ness for Me against the sons of Israel. 
20 “8For when I bring them into 
the land flowing with milk and honey, 


Y 31:3 % 31:6 % 31:8 % 31:13 
Y  31:19-21 
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which I swore to their fathers, and 
they have eaten and are satisfied and 
Rbecome prosperous, then they will 
turn to other gods and serve them, 
and spurn Me and_ break My 
covenant. De 6:10-12; 8:10, 19; 11:16, 17 ¢ De 32:15-17 

21 “Then it shall come about, 
when many evils and troubles have 
come upon them, that this song will 
testify before them as a witness (for it 
shall not be forgotten from the lips of 
their descendants); for I know their 
intent which they are developing 
today, before I have brought them into 
the land which I swore.” 

22 ®So Moses wrote this song the 
same day, and taught it to the sons of 
Israel. De 31:19 


Joshua Is Commissioned 

23 ®Then He commissioned 
Joshua the son of Nun, and said, “kBe 
strong and courageous, for you shall 
bring the sons of Israel into the land 
which I swore to them, and ®I will be 
with you.” Nu 27:23; De 31:7 © Jos 1:6 © Ex 3:12 

24 It came about, when Moses fin- 
ished writing the words of this law in 
a book until they were complete, 

25 that Moses commanded the 
Levites 8who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LorD, saying, De 31:9 

26 “Take this book of the law and 
place it beside the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp your God, that it may 
Tremain there as a witness against 

ou Lit be 

27 “For I know Ryour rebellion 
and your ‘stubbornness; behold, 
while I am still alive with you today, 
you have been rebellious against the 
Lorp; how much more, then, after my 
death? De 9-7, 24 « Ex 32:9; De 9:6, 13 « Lit stiff neck 

28 “Assemble to me all the elders 
of your tribes and your officers, that I 
may speak these words in their hear- 
ing and call the heavens and the earth 
to witness against them. 

29. “For I know that after my death 
you will act corruptly and turn from 
the way which I have commanded 
you; and evil will befall you in the lat- 
ter days, for you will do that which is 
evil in the sight of the Lorp, provok- 
ing Him to anger with the work of 
your hands.” Ju 2:19 

30 Then Moses spoke in the hear- 
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ing of all the assembly of Israel the 
words of this song, until they were 
complete: 


The Song of Moses 
at abs ear, O heavens, and let 
me speak; 
And let the earth hear the 
words of my mouth. 
2 “Let my teaching drop as the 
rain, 
My speech distill as the dew, 
RAs the droplets on the fresh 
grass 
And as the showers on the 
herb. Is 55:10, 11 © Ps 72:6 
3 “RFor I proclaim the name of 
the Lorp; 
RAscribe greatness to our 
od! Ex 33:19; 34:5, 6 © De 3:24; 5:24 
4 “The Rock! His work is 
perfect, 
For all His ways are just; 
A God of faithfulness and 
without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is He. 
5 “TThey have acted corruptly 
toward Him, 
They are not His children, 
because of their defect; 
But are a perverse and 
crooked generation. Lit It has 
6 “Do you thus ®repay the Lorp, 
O foolish and unwise people? 
Is not He your Father who has 
bought you? 
He has made you and 
established you. Ps 116:12 
7 “Remember the days of old, 
Consider the years of all 
generations. 
RAsk your father, and he will 
inform you 
ceded vars and they will tell 
Ex 12:26; Ps 78:5-8 
8 “eWhen the Most High gave the 
nations their inheritance, 
When He separated the sons 
of man, 
He set the boundaries of the 
peoples 
According to the number of 
the sons of Israel. Ac 17:26 
9 “For the Lorp’s portion is His 
people; 
Jacob is the allotment of His 
inheritance. 
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yw 10 ‘ee Heol him in a desert 


nae " the howling waste of a 
wilderness; 
He encircled him, He cared for 
him, 
He guarded him as &the pupil 
of His eye. Ps 17:8; Pr 7:2; Ze 2:8 
11 “8Like an eagle that stirs up its 
nest, 
That hovers over its young, 
RHe spread His wings and 
caught them, 
He carried them on His 
pinions. Ex 19:4; De 33:12 ¢ Ps 18:10-18 
12 “The Lorp alone guided him, 
And there was no foreign god 
with him. De 4:35, 39 
13 “He made him ride on the high 
places of the earth, 
And he ate the produce of the 
field; 
And He made him suck honey 
from the rock, 
And oil from the flinty rock, 
14 Curds of cows, and milk of the 
flock, 
With fat of lambs, 
And rams, the breed of 
Bashan, and goats, 
With the finest of the wheat— 
And of the blood of grapes 
you drank wine. 
15 “8But ‘Jeshurun grew fat and 
kicked— 
You are grown fat, thick, and 


sleek— 
RThen he forsook God who 


made him 
And scorned the Rock of his 
salvation. De 31:20 © Ju 10:6 


16 “They made Him jealous with 
strange gods; 
With abominations they 
provoked Him to anger. 
17 “®They sacrificed to demons 
who were not God, 
RTo gods whom they have not 
known, 
New gods who came lately, 
Whom your fathers did not 
dread. Le 17:7; 1 Co 10:20 « De 28:64 
18 “You neglected the Rock who 
begot you, 
And forgot the God who gave 
you birth. 
19 “The Lorp saw this, and 
spurned them 
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Because of the provocation of 
His sons and daughters. 
20 “Then He said, ‘I will hide My 
face from them, 
RJ will see what their end shall 


be; 
RFor they are a perverse 


generation, — 
Sons in whom is no 
faithfulness. De 31:29 « De 32:5 


21 ‘They have made Me jealous 
with what is not God; 

They have provoked Me to. 
anger with their idols. 

RSo I will make them jealous 
with those who are nota 
people; 

I will provoke them to anger 
with a foolish nation, Ro 10:19 

22 For a fire is kindled in My 
anger, 

And cons to the lowest part 
of Sheo 

And consumes the earth with 
its yield, 

And sets on fire the 
foundations of the 
mountains. 

23 ‘8] will heap misfortunes on 
them; 

RT will use My arrows on 

them De 29:21 © Ps 18:14; 45:5 
24 They v will be wasted by 
famine, and consumed by 
plague 

And bitter destruction; 

And the teeth of beasts I will 
send upon them, 

With the venom of crawling 


things of the dust. _ De 28:22, 48 
25 ‘ROutside the sword will 
bereave, 


And inside terror— 
Both young man and virgin, 
The nursling with the man of 
gray hair. La 1:20; Eze 7:15 
26 ‘I would have said, “I will cut 
them to pieces, 
I will remove the memory of 
them from men,” © De 4:27; 28:64 
27 Had I not feared the 
provocation by the enemy, 
That their adversaries would 
misjudge, 
That they would say, “Our 
hand is triumphant, 


% 32:10-12 32:15 Le. Israel 
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mh the Lorp has not done all 
is. bb 
28 “For they are a nation "lacking 
in counsel, 
And there is no understanding 
in them. De 32:6 ¢ Lit perishing 
29 ““Would that they were wise, 
that they understood this, 
RThat they would discern their 


P future! De 5:29 © De 31:29 
30 “RHow could one chase a 
thousand, 


_ And two put ten thousand to 


flight, 
Unless their Rock had sold 
them, 
And the Lorp had given them 
up? Le 26:7, 8 * De 32:4; Ps 44:12 
31 “Indeed their rock is not like 
our Rock, 
Even our enemies themselves 
judge this. 
32 “For their vine is from the vine 
of Sodom, 
And from the fields of 
Gomorrah; 
Their grapes are grapes of 
Rpoison, 
Their clusters, bitter. De 29:18 
33 “Their wine is the venom of 
Tserpents, 
And the ‘deadly poison of 
cobras. Lit dragons Lit cruel 
34 ‘Is it not laid up in store with 


(Hy 
Sealed up in My treasuries? 
35 ‘Vengeance is Mine, and 
retribution, 
In due time their foot will 


slip; 
For the day of their calamity is 
near, 
And the impending things are 
hastening upon them.’ Je 23:12 
36 “RFor the Lorp will vindicate 
His people, 
And will have compassion on 
His servants, 
When He sees that their 
strength is gone, 
And there is none remaining, 
bond or free. _ Ps 135:14; He 10:30 
37 “And He will say, ‘“Where are 
their gods, 
The rock j in which they sought 
refuge? Ju 10:14; Je 2:28 
38 Who ate the fat of their 
sacrifices, 
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And drank the wine of their 
drink offering? . 
Let them rise up and help you, 
Let them be your hiding 
place! 
39 ‘See now that I, lam He, 
And unere is no god besides 


It is T who put to death and 
give life. 
RT have wounded and it is I 
who heal, 
And there is no one who can 
deliver from My hand. ps51:8 
40 ‘Indeed, I lift up My hand to 
heaven, 
And say, as I live forever, 
4] ®]f I sharpen My flashing 


sword, 

And My hand takes hold on 
justice, 

RT will render vengeance on 
My adversaries, 

And I will repay those who 


hate Me. Je 50:28-32 
42 ‘8] will make My arrows drunk 
with blood, 


And My sword will devour 


flesh, 
With the blood of the slain 
and the captives, 
From the long-haired leaders 
of the enemy.’ De 32:23 
43 “RRejoice, O nations, with His 
people; 
For He will avenge the blood 
of His servants, 
And will render vengeance on 
His adversaries, 
And will atone for His land 
and His people.” Ro 15:10 
44 Then Moses came and spoke 
all the words of this song in the hear- 
ing of the people, he, with "Joshua 
the son of Nun. Lit Hohea * Nu 13:8, 16 
45 When Moses had _ finished 
speaking all these words to all Israel, 
46 he said to them, “®Take to your 
heart all the words with which I am 
warning you today, which you shall 
command your sons to observe 
Tearefully, even all the words of this 
law. Eze 40:4; 44:5 © De 4:9 « Lit to do 
47 “For it is not an idle word for 
you; indeed it is your life. And by this 
word you will prolong your days in 
the land, which you are about to cross 
the Jordan to possess.” 
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48 ®The Lorp spoke to Moses that 
very same day, saying, Nu 27:12 

49 “RGo up to this mountain of the 
Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the 
land of Moab opposite Jericho, and 
look at the land of Canaan, which I 
am giving to the sons of Israel for a 
possession. Nu 27:12-14; De 3:27 

50 “Then die on the mountain 
where you ascend, and be ®gathered 
to your people, as Aaron your brother 
died on Mount Hor and was gathered 
to his people, Ge 25:8 

51 Rbecause you broke faith with 
Me in the midst of the sons of Israel at 
the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the 
Rwilderness of Zin, because you did 
not treat Me as holy in the midst of 
the sons of Israel. Nu 20:12 ¢ Nu 27:14 

52 “RFor you shall see the land at a 
distance, but ®you shall not go there, 
into the land which I am giving the 
sons of Israel.” De 34:1-3 © De 1:37; 3:27 


The Blessing of Moses 
3 Now this is the blessing with 
which Moses ®the man of God 
blessed the sons of Israel before his 
death. Jos 14:6 
2 He said, 
“RThe Lorp came from Sinai, 
RAnd dawned on them from 


Seir; 

He shone forth from Mount 
Paran, 

And He came from the midst 
of ten thousand holy ones; 

At His right hand there 
was flashing lightning for 
them. Ex 19:18, 20; Ps 68:8, 17 ¢ Ju 5:4 

fancend He loves ‘the 

people; 

All Your holy ones are in Your 


we 


hand, 
And they followed in Your 
steps; 
Everyone receives of Your 
words. De 4:37; Mal 1:2 ¢ Lit peoples 
4 “RMoses charged us with a law, 
A possession for the assembly 
of Jacob. De 4:2; Jo 7:19 
5 “And He was king in Jeshurun, 
When the heads of the people 
were gathered, 
The tribes of Israel together. 
6 “RMay Reuben live and not die, 
Nor his men be few.” Ge 49:3, 4 


236 


7 RAnd this regarding Judah; so 
he -_ 
“Hear, O Lorp, the voice of 
Judah, 
And bring him to his people. 
With his hands he contended 
for them, 
And may You be a help against 
his adversaries.” Ge 49:8-12 


8 Of Levi he said, 
“Let Your Thummim and Your 
Urim belong to Your godly 


man, 
Whom You proved at 
Massah, 
With whom You contended at 
the waters of Meribah; 
9 Who said of his father and his 
mother, 
‘T did not consider them’; 
And he did not acknowledge 
his brothers, 
Nor did he regard his own 
sons, 
For Rthey observed Your word, 
And kept Your covenant. Mal2:5 
10 “RThey shall teach Your 
ordinances to Jacob, 
And Your law to Israel. 
They shall put incense before 


Ou, 
And whole burnt offerings on 
Your altar. Le 10:11; De 31:9-13 
11 “O Lorp, bless his substance, 
And accept the work of his 
hands; 
Shatter the loins of those who 
rise up against him, 
And those who hate him, so 
that they will not rise 
again.” 


12 Of Benjamin he said, 
“RMay the beloved of the Lorp 
dwell in security by Him, 
RWho shields him all the day, 
And he dwells between His 
shoulders.” pe4:37f; 12:10 * De 32:11 


13 Of Joseph he said, 
“RBlessed of the Lorp be his 
land, 
With the choice things of 
heaven, with the dew, 
And from the deep lying 
beneath, Ge 27:27, 28; 49:22-26 


Y 33:3 
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14 And with the choice yield of 
j the sun, 

And with the choice produce 
of the months. 

15 “And with the best things of 
Rthe ancient mountains, 

And with the choice things of 

the everlasting hills, Hab 3:6 
16 And with the choice things of 
the earth and its fullness, 

And the favor of Him who 
dwelt in the bush. 

Let it come to the head of 
Joseph, 

And to the crown of the head 
of the one distinguished 
among his brothers. 

17 “As the firstborn of his ox, 
majesty is his, 

And his ene are the horns of 
Rthe wild o 

With them fe will push the 

peoples 

All at once, to the ends of the 
earth. 

And those are the ten 
thousands of Ephraim, 

And those are the thousands 
of Manasseh.” Nu 23:22 

18 Of Zebulun he said, 
“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your 
going forth, 

And, Issachar, in your tents. 

19 “RThey will call peoples to the 
mountain; 

There they will offer righteous 
sacrifices; 

For they will draw out the 
abundance of the seas, 

And the hidden treasures of 
the sand.” Ex 15:17; Ps 2:6; Is 2:3 


20 Of Gad he said, 
“Blessed is the one who 
enlarges Gad; 
He lies down as a lion, 
And tears the arm, also the 
crown of the head. Ge 49:19 
21 “8Then he provided the first 
part for himself, 
RFor there the ruler’s portion 
was reserved; 
RAnd he came with the 
leaders of the people; 
He executed the justice of the 
LorD, 
And His ordinances with 
Israel.” Nu 32:1-5 © Nu 34:14 « Jos 4:12 
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22 Of Dan he said, 
“Dan is 8a lion’s whelp, 
That leaps forth from 
Bashan.” Ge 49:16 « Eze 19:2, 3 


23 Of Naphtali he said, 
“REQ Naphtali, satisfied with 
favor, 
And full of the blessing of the 
Lorb, 
Take possession of the sea and 
the south.” Ge 49:21 


24 ROf Asher he said, 
“More blessed than sons is 
Asher; 
May he be favored by his 
brothers, 
RAnd may he dip his foot in 
oil. Ge 49:20 © Job 29:6 
25 “Your locks will be iron and 
bronze, 
RAnd according to your days, 
so will your leisurely walk 
be. Ps 147:13 ¢ De 4:40; 32:47 


26 “There is none like the God of 
FJeshurun, 
Who rides the heavens "to 
your help, 
And through the skies in His 
majesty. Lit in 
yw 27 “®The eternal God is a 
dwelling place, 
And underneath are the 
everlasting arms; 
And He drove out the enemy 
from before you, 
And said, ‘Destroy!’ Ps 90:1, 2 
28 “RSo Israel dwells in security, 
RThe fountain of Jacob 
secluded, 
In a land of grain and new 
wine; 
His heavens also drop down 
dew. De 33:12; Je 23:6 ¢ Nu 23:9; De 32:8 
29 “8Blessed are you, O Israel; 
Who is like you, a people 
saved by the Lorb, 
Who is the shield of your help 
And the sword of your 
majesty! 
RSo your enemies will cringe 
before you, 
And you will tread upon their 
high places.” Ps 1:1; 32:1, 2 © Ps 66:3 


33:26 Le.Israel 3% 33:27 


DEUTERONOMY 34:1 


The Death of Moses 
Now Moses went up from the 
plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, 
to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite 
Jericho. And the Lorp showed him all 
the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 

2 and all Naphtali and the land 
of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the 
land of Judah as far as the F8western 

Cas De 11:24 

3 and the Negev and the plain in 
the valley of Jericho, 8the city of palm 
trees, as far as Zoar. Ju 1:16; 3:13; 2 Ch 28:15 

4 Then the Lorp said to him, 
“This is the land which I swore to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I 
will give it to your descendants’; I 
have let you see it with your eyes, but 
you shall not go over there.” Lit seed 

5 So Moses the servant of the 
Lorp died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lorp. 

6 And He buried him in the val- 
ley in the land of Moab, ®opposite 
Beth-peor; but no man knows his bur- 
ial place to this day. De 3:29; 4:46 « Jude 9 

7 Although Moses was ®one hun- 


238 


dred and twenty years old when he 


died, his eye was not dim, nor his | 


vigor abated. De 31:2 © Ge 27:1; 48:10 
8 So the sons of Israel wept for 
Moses in the plains of Moab thirty 


days; then the days of weeping and | 


mourning for Moses came to an end. 

9 Now Joshua the son of Nun 
was filled with the spirit of wisdom, 
for Moses had laid his hands on him; 
and the sons of Israel listened to him 
and did as the Lorp had commanded 
Moses. Nu 27:18, 23; Is 11:2 

10 Since that time 8no prophet has 
risen in Israel like Moses, whom the 
Lorp knew face to face, De 18:15, 18 

11 for all the signs and wonders 
which the Lorp sent him to perform 
in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, 
all his servants, and all his land, 

12 and for all the mighty ‘power 
and for all the great terror which 
Moses performed in the sight of all Is- 
rael. Lit hand 


34:2 Ie. Mediterranean Sea 


JOSHUA 


Author: Jewish tradition seems correct 
in assigning the authorship of 
this book to Joshua himself. 
The unity of style and organi- 
zation suggest a single au- 
thorship for the majority of the 
book, with the exception of 
three small portions that may 
have been added after 
Joshua’s death: Othniel’s cap- 
ture of Kiriath-sepher (15:13- 
19); Dan’s migration to the 
north (19:47); and Joshua’s 
death and burial (24:29-33). 
However, Joshua 24:26 
makes this clear statement: 
“And Joshua wrote these 
words in the book of the law of 
God.” 


God’s Charge to Joshua 
Now it came about after the death 
of Moses the servant of the Lorp, 
that the Lorp spoke to Joshua the son 
of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 

2 “Moses RMy servant is dead; 
now tho arise, ®cross this Jor- 
dan, you and all this people, to the 
land which J am giving to them, to the 
sons of Israel. Nu 12:7; De 34:5 © Jos 1:11 

3 “REvery place on which the 
sole of your foot treads, I have given it 
to you, just as I spoke to Moses. De 11:24 

4 “RFrom the wilderness and this 
Lebanon, even as far as the great 
river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and as far as the Great 
Sea toward the setting of the sun will 
be your territory. Ge 15:18; Nu 34:3 

5 “RNo man will be able to stand 
before you all the days of your life. 
Just as I have been with Moses, I will 
be with you; ®I will not fail you or for- 
sake you. De 7:24 ¢ De 31:6, 7; He 13:5 

6 “8Be strong and courageous, 
for you shall give this people posses- 
sion of the land which I swore to their 
fathers to give them. De 31:6, 7, 23 


Time: c. 1405-1398 B.c. 
Key Verse: Jos 11:23 
Theme: In the Book of Joshua, the Is- 


raelites are commanded to 
destroy everything and every- 
body so that they can take full 
possession of the land. The 
transition of leadership is from 
Moses to Joshua. A nomadic 
people attaches themselves 
to given tracts of land, and a 
nation is formed from a wan- 
dering tribe as the conquest is 
completed in 21:43-45. We 
also see how a failure to carry 
out God’s plan completely lays 
a foundation for future prob- 
lems. 


7 “Only be strong and very 
courageous; be careful to do accord- 
ing to all the law which Moses My 
servant commanded you; do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left, so 
that you may "have success wherever 
you go. De 5:32 ¢ Or act wisely 

8 “RThis book of the law shall 

not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, 
so that you may be careful to do ac- 
cording to all that is written in it; for 
then you will make your way pros- 
perous, and then you will have suc- 
cess. De 31:24; Jos 8:34 ¢ De 29:9; Ps 1;1-3 

9 “Have I not commanded you? 
RBe strong and courageous! Do not 
tremble or be dismayed, for the Lorp 
your God is with you wherever you 
go.” Jos 1:7 ° De 31:8 


Joshua Assumes Command 

10 Then Joshua commanded the 
officers of the people, saying, 

11 “Pass through the midst of the 
camp and command the people, say- 


1:1 Or minister 2% 1:8-9 


JOSHUA 1:12 


ing, ‘Prepare provisions for your- 
selves, for within ®three days you are 
to cross this Jordan, to go in to pos- 
sess the land which the Lorp your 
God is giving you, to possess it.’” Jos 3:2 

12 ®To the Reubenites and to the 
Gadites and to the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh, Joshua said, Nu 32:20-22 

13 “Remember the word which 
Moses the servant of the LorbD com- 
manded you, saying, ‘The Lorp your 
God gives you rest and will give you 
this land’ De 3:18-20 

14 “Your wives, your little ones, 
and your cattle shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you beyond 
the Jordan, but you shall cross be- 
fore your brothers in battle array, all 
your valiant warriors, and shall help 
them, 

15 until the Lorp gives your 
brothers rest, as He gives you, and 
they also possess the land which the 
Lorp your God is giving them. ®Then 
you shall return to your own land, and 
possess that which Moses the servant 
of the Lorp gave you beyond the Jor- 
dan toward the sunrise.” Jos 22:4 

16 They answered Joshua, saying, 
“All that you have commanded us we 
will do, and wherever you send us we 
will go. 

17 “Just as we obeyed Moses in all 
things, so we will obey you; only may 
the Lorp your God be with you as He 
was with Moses. Jos 1:5, 9 

18 “Anyone who rebels against 
your ‘command and does not obey 
your words in all that you command 
him, shall be put to death; only be 
strong and courageous.” Lit mouth 


Rahab Shelters Spies 
Then Joshua the son of Nun sent 
two men as spies secretly from 
RShittim, saying, “Go, view the land, 
especially Jericho.” So they went and 
came into the house of 8a harlot 
whose name was Rahab, and lodged 
there. Nu 25:1; Jos 3:1 ¢ He 11:31; Jam 2:25 
2 It was told the king of Jericho, 
saying, “Behold, men from the sons of 
Israel have come here tonight to 
search out the land.” 
3 And the king of Jericho sent 
word to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the 
men who have come to you, who have 
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entered your house, for they have | 


come to search out all the land.” 
4 But the woman had taken the 


two men and hidden them, and she | 


said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I 
did not know where they were from.. 
5 “It came about when it was 


time to shut the gate at dark, that the — 


men went out; I do not know where 


the men went. Pursue them quickly, | 


for you will overtake them.” 
6 But 8she had brought them up 
to the roof and hidden them in the 


stalks of flax which she had laid in | 


order on the roof. Jam 2:25 
7 So the men pursued them on 


the road to the Jordan to the fords; | 


and as soon as those who were pur- 
suing them had gone out, they shut 
the gate. 

8 Now before they lay down, she 
came up to them on the roof, 

9 and said to the men, “"I know 
that the Lorp has given you the land, 
and that the 8terror of you has fallen 
on us, and that all the inhabitants of 
the land have melted away before 
yOu. Nu 20:24; Jos 9:24 ¢ Ex 23:27; De 2:25; Jos 9:9, 10 

10 “For we have heard how the 
Lorp dried up the water of the Red 
Sea before you when you came out of 
Egypt, and what you did to the two 
kings of the Amorites who were be- 
yond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, 
whom you utterly destroyed. 

11 “When we heard it, our hearts 
melted and no courage remained in 
any man any longer because of you; 
for the Lorp your God, He is God in 
heaven above and on earth beneath. 

12 “Now therefore, please swear 
to me by the Lorp, since I have 
dealt kindly with you, that you also 
will deal kindly with my father’s 
household, and give me a ®pledge of 
Ttruth, Jos 2:18, 19'¢ Or faithfulness 

13 and ‘spare my father and my 
mother and my brothers and my sis- 
ters, with all who belong to them, and 
deliver our flives from death.” Lit tet tive 

_14 So the men said to her, “Our 
"life for yours if you do not tell this 
business of ours; and it shall come 
about when the Lorp gives us the 
land that we will deal kindly and 
faithfully with you.” Lit soul © Ge 24:49 


Y 9:12-14 2:13 Lit souls 


241 


The Promise to Rahab 

“15 Then she let them down by a 
rope through the window, for her 
house was on the city wall, so that she 
was living on the wall. 

_16 She said to them, “®Go to the 
hill country, so that the pursuers will 
not happen upon you, and hide your- 
selves there for three days until the 
pursuers return. Then peers you 
may Zo on your way.” am 2:25 

17 ‘The men said to her, “RWe shall 
be free from this oath to you which 
you have made us swear, Ge 24:8 

18 unless, when we come into the 
land, you tie this cord of scarlet 
thread in the window through which 
you let us down, and ®gather to your- 
self into the house your father and 
your mother and your brothers and 
all your father’s household. Jos 2:12 

19 “It shall come about that any- 
one who goes out of the doors of your 
house into the street, his blood shall 
be on his own head, and we shall be 
free; but anyone who is with you in 
the house, "his blood shall be on our 
head if a hand is laidon him. ma27:25 

20 “But if you tell this business of 
ours, then we shall be free from the 
oath which you have made us swear.” 

21 She said, “According to your 
words, so be it.” So she sent them 
away, and they departed; and she tied 
the scarlet cord in the window. 

22 They departed and came to the 
hill country, and remained there for 
three days until the pursuers re- 
turned. Now the pursuers had sought 
them ‘all along the road, but had not 
found them. Lit through all the road 

23 Then the two men returned and 
came down from the hill country and 
crossed over and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and they related to him 
all that had happened to them. 

24 They said to Joshua, “Surely 
the Lorp has given all the land into 
our hands; moreover, %all the inhabi- 
tants of the land have ‘melted away 
before us.” Jos 2:9 « Or become demoralized 


Israel Crosses the Jordan 
Then Joshua rose early in the 
morning; and he and all the sons 
of Israel set out from 8Shittim and 
came to the Jordan, and they lodged 
there before they crossed. Jos 2:1 
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2 RAt the end of three days the 
iners went through the midst of the 
Camp; Jos 1:11 

3 and they commanded the peo- 
ple, saying, “When you see the 8ark of 
the covenant of the Lorp your God 
with the Levitical priests carrying it, 
then you shall set out from your place 
and go after it. De 31:9 

4 “However, there shall be be- 
tween you and it a distance of about 
2,000 cubits by measure. Do not come 
near it, that you may know the way by 
which you shall go, for you have not 
passed this way before.” 

5 Then Joshua said to the people, 
“RConsecrate yourselves, for tomor- 
row the Lorp will do wonders among 
you.” Ex 19:10, 11; Jos 7:13 

6 And Joshua spoke to the 
priests, saying, “Take up the ark of 
the covenant and cross over ahead of 
the people.” So they took up the ark 
of the covenant and went ahead of 
the people. 

7 Now the Lorp said to Joshua, 
“This day I will begin to 8exalt you in 
the sight of all Israel, that they may 
know that just as I have been with 
Moses, I will be with you. Jos 4:14 

8 “You shall, moreover, com- 
mand the priests who are carrying the 
ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When 
you come to the edge of the waters of 
the Jordan, you shall stand still in the 
Jordan.’” 

9 Then Joshua said to the sons of 
Israel, “Come here, and hear the 
words of the Lorp your God.” 

10 Joshua said, “By this you shall 
know that ®the living God is among 
you, and that He will assuredly dis- 
possess from before you the Canaan- 
ite, the Hittite, the MHivite, the 
Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, 
and the Jebusite. De 5:26; 1 Th 1:9 

11 “Behold, the ark of the 
covenant of 8the Lord of all the earth 
is crossing over ahead of you into the 
Jordan. Job 41:11; Ps 24:1; Ze 6:5 

12 “Now then, ®take for your- 
selves twelve men from the tribes of 
Israel, one man for each tribe. — Jos 4:2 

13 “It shall come about when the 
soles of the feet of the priests who 
carry the ark of the Lorn, the Lord of 
all the earth, rest in the waters of the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan will 


JOSHUA 3:14 


be cut off, and the waters which are 
flowing down from above ‘will §stand 
in one heap.” Lit and they will © Ex 15:8 

14 So when the people set out 
fs from their tents to cross the Jor- 
dan with the priests carrying the ark 
of the covenant before the people, 

15 and when those who carried 
the ark came into the Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests carrying the ark 
were dipped in the edge of the water 
(for the Jordan overflows all its banks 
all the days of harvest), 

16 ®the waters which were flow- 
ing down from above stood and rose 
up in one heap, a great distance away 
at Adam, the city that is beside 
Zarethan; and those which were flow- 
ing down toward the sea of the 
Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely 
cut off. So the people crossed oppo- 
site Jericho. Ps 66:6; 74:15; 114:3, 5 

17 And the priests who carried the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp stood 
firm on dry ground in the middle of 
the Jordan while all Israel crossed on 
dry ground, until all the nation had 
finished crossing the Jordan. 


Memorial Stones from Jordan 
Now when all the nation had fin- 
ished crossing the Jordan, the 

Lorp spoke to Joshua, saying, 

2 “8Take for yourselves twelve 
men from the people, one man from 
each tribe, Jos 3:12 

3 and command them, saying, 
“Take up for yourselves twelve stones 
from here out of the middle of the Jor- 
dan, from the place where the priests’ 
feet are standing firm, and carry them 
over with you and lay them down in 
Rthe lodging place where you will 
lodge tonight.’” Jos 4:20 

4 So Joshua called the twelve 
men whom he had appointed from the 
sons of Israel, one man from each 
tribe; 

5 and Joshua said to them, 
“Cross again to the ark of the Lorp 
your God into the middle of the Jor- 
dan, and each of you take up a stone 
on his shoulder, according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the sons of Israel. 

6 “Let this be a sign among you, 
so that 8when your children ask "later, 
saying, ‘What do these stones mean 
to you?’ Ex 12:26; 13:14; Jos 4:21 © Lit tomorrow 
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7 then you shall say to them, ‘Be- 
cause the ®waters of the Jordan were 
cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp; when it crossed the Jor- 
dan, the waters of the Jordan were cut 
off. So these stones shall become a 
Rmemorial to the sons of Israel for- 

er.” Jos 3:13'¢ Ex 12:14; Nu 16:40 

8 Thus the sons of Israel did as 
Joshua commanded, and took up 
twelve stones from the middle of the 
Jordan, just as the Lorp spoke to 
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the sons of Israel; and 
they carried them over with them to 
Rthe lodging place and put them down 
there. Jos 4:20 

9 Then Joshua set up twelve 
Rstones in the middle of the Jordan at 
the place where the feet of the priests 
who carried the ark of the covenant 
were standing, and they are there to 
this day. Ge 28:18; Jos 24:26f; 1 Sa 7:12 

10 For the priests who carried the 
ark were standing in the middle of the 
Jordan until everything was com- 
pleted that the Lorp had commanded 
Joshua to speak to the people, ac- 
cording to all that Moses had com- 
manded Joshua. And the people 
hurried and crossed; 

11 and when all the people had 
finished crossing, the ark of the Lorp 
and the priests crossed before the 
people. 

12 The sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh crossed over in battle array be- 
fore the sons of Israel, just as Moses 
had spoken to them; Nu 32:17 

13 about 40,000 equipped for war, 
crossed for battle before the Lorp to 
the desert plains of Jericho. 

14 On that day the Lorp exalted 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that 
they ‘revered him, just as they had 
revered Moses all the days of his life. 

15 Now the Lorp said to Joshua, 

16 “Command the priests who 
carry ®the ark of the testimony that 
they come up from the Jordan.” £x 25:16 

17 So Joshua_ commanded the 
priests, saying, “Come up from the 
Jordan.” 

18 It came about when the priests 
who carried the ark of the covenant 


$3:14-17 4:14 Or feared 
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of the Lorp had come up from the 
middle of the Jordan, and the soles of 
the priests’ feet were lifted up to the 
dry ground, that the waters of the Jor- 
dan returned to their place, and went 
over-all its banks as before. 
yw 19 Now the people’ came up 
“from the Jordan on the "tenth of 
the first month and camped at Gilgal 
on the eastern edge of Jericho. — de 1:3 
20 Those twelve stones which 
they had taken from the Jordan, 
Joshua set up Rat Gilgal. Jos 4:8 Jos4:3,8 
21. He said to the sons of ‘Israel; 
“When your children ask their fathers 
in time to come, saying, ‘What are 
these stones?’ Lit Israel, saying, 
22. then you shall inform your chil- 
dren, saying, ‘Israel crossed this Jor- 
dan on 8dry ground.’ Jos 3:17 
23 “For the Lorp your God dried 
up the waters of the Jordan before 
you until you had crossed, just as the 
Lorp your God had done to the Red 
Sea, kwhich He dried up before us 
until we had crossed; Ex 14:21 
24 that all the peoples of the earth 
may know that the hand of the Lorp 
is mighty, so that you may fear the 
Lorp your God ‘forever.” 


Israel Is Circumcised 

Now it came about when all the 

kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan to the west, and all 
the kings of the Canaanites who were 
by the sea, heard how the Lorp had 
dried up the waters of the Jordan be- 
fore the sons of Israel until they had 
crossed, that their hearts melted, and 
there was no spirit in them any longer 
because of the sons of Israel. 

2 At that time the Lorp said to 
Joshua, “Make for yourself *flint 
knives and circumcise again the sons 
of Israel the second time.” Ex 4:25 

3 So Joshua made himself flint 
knives and circumcised the sons of Is- 
rael at ‘Gibeath-haaraloth. 

4 This is the reason why Joshua 
circumcised them: Rall the people who 
came out of Egypt who were males, 
all the men of war, died in the wilder- 
ness along the way after they came 
out of Egypt. De 2:14 

5 For all the people who came 
out were circumcised, but all the peo- 
ple who were born in the wilderness 
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along the way as they came out of 
Egypt had not been circumcised. 

6 For the sons of Israel walked 
®forty years in the wilderness, until all 
the nation, that is, the men of war 
who came out of Egypt, perished be- 
cause they did not listen to the voice 
of the Lorp, to whom the Lorp had 
sworn that He would not let them see 
the land which the Lorp had sworn to 
their fathers to give us, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. De 2:7, 14 

7 Their children whom He raised 
up in their place, Joshua ‘circum- 
cised; for they were uncircumcised, 
because they had not circumcised 
them along the way. Lit circumcised them 

8 Now when they had finished 
circumcising all the nation, they re- 
mained in their places in the camp 
until they were Thealed, Lit revived 

9 Then the Lorp said to Joshua, 
“Today I have rolled away &the re- 
proach of Egypt from you.” So the 
name of that place is called FGilgal 
to this day. Zep 2:8 

10 While the sons of. Israel 
camped at Gilgal ®they observed the 
Passover on the evening of the 8four- 
teenth day of the month on the desert 
plains of Jericho. Ex 12:18 ¢ Jos 4:19 

11 On the ‘day after the Passover, 
on 'that very day, they ate some of the 
produce of the land, unleavened cakes 
and parched grain. Lit morrow ® Lit this 

12 8The manna ceased .on the day 
after they had eaten some of the pro- 
duce of the land, so that the sons of 
Israel no longer had manna, but they 
ate some of the yield of the land of 
Canaan during that year. Ex 16:35 

13 Now it came about when 
Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
Ra man was standing opposite him 
with his sword drawn in his hand, and 
Joshua went to him and said to him, 
“Are you for us or for our adver- 
saries?” Ge 18:1, 2; 32:24, 30; Nu 22:31 

14 He said, “No; rather I indeed 
come now as captain of the host of the 
Lorp.” And Joshua fell on his face to 
the earth, and bowed down, and said 
to him, “What has my lord to say to 
his servant?” Ge 17:3 


Y% 4:19-24 5:3 Le. the hill of the foreskins 
5:9 Le. rolling 
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15 The captain of the Lorp’s host 
said to Joshua, ““Remove your san- 
dals from your feet, for the place 
where you are standing is holy.” And 
Joshua did so. Ex 3:5 


The Conquest of Jericho 
Now Jericho was tightly shut be- 
cause of the sons of Israel; no one 
went out and no one came in. 

2 The Lorp said to Joshua, “See, 
I have given Jericho into your hand, 
with Rits king and the valiant war- 
riors. De 7:24 

3 “You shall march around the 
city, all the men of war circling the 
city once. You shall do so for six days. 

4 “Also seven priests shall carry 
seven §trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the ark; then on the seventh day you 
shall march around the city seven 
times, and the priests shall blow the 
trumpets. Le 25:9 

5 “It shall be that when they 
make a long blast with the ram’s 
horn, and when you hear the sound of 
the trumpet, all the people shall shout 
with a great shout; and the wall of the 
city will fall down ‘flat, and the peo- 
ple will go up every man ‘straight 
ahead.” Lit in its place © Lit before himself 

6 So Joshua the son of Nun called 
the priests and said to them, “Take up 
the ark of the covenant, and let seven 
priests carry seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark of the Lorb.” 

7 Then the said to the people, 
“Go forward, and march around the 
city, and let the armed men go on be- 
fore the ark of the Lorp.” Or they 

8 And it was so, that when 
Joshua had spoken to the people, the 
seven priests carrying the seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
Lorpb went forward and blew the 
trumpets; and the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp followed them. 

9 The armed men went before 
the priests who blew the trumpets, 
and ®the rear guard came after the 
ark, while they continued to blow the 
trumpets. Jos 6:13; Is 52:12 

10 But Joshua commanded the 
people, saying, “You shall not shout 
nor let your voice be heard nor let a 
word proceed out of your mouth, until 
the day I tell you, ‘Shout!’ Then you 
shall shout!” 
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11 So he had the ark of the LorpD 
taken around the city, circling it once; 
then they came into the camp and 
spent the nightinthe camp. 

12 Now Joshua rose early in the 
morning, and the priests took up the 
ark of the Lorp. ; 

13 ®The seven priests carrying the 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the ark of the Lorp went on continu- 
ally, and blew the trumpets; and the 
armed men went before them and 
Rthe rear guard came after the ark of 
the Lorp, while they continued to 
blow the trumpets. Jos 6:4 © Jos 6:9 

14 Thus the second day they 
marched around the city once and re- 
turned to the camp; they did so for six 
days. 

15 Then on the seventh day they 
rose early at the dawning of the day 
and marched around the city in the 
same manner seven times; only on 
that day they marched around the city 
seven times. 

16 At the seventh time, when the 
priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said 
to the people, “8Shout! For the Lorp 
has given you the city. 2 Ch 13:14f 
rg ,17 “The city shall be Runder the 

ban, it and all that is in it belongs 
to the Lorp; only Rahab the harlot 
and all who are with her in the house 
shall live, because she hid the mes- 
sengers whom we sent. Le 27:28; De 20:17 

18 “But as for you, only keep your- 
selves from the things under the ban, 
so that you do not covet them and 
Rtake some of the things under the 
ban, and make the camp of Israel ac- 
cursed and bring trouble on it. Jos 7:1 

19 “8But all the silver and gold and 
articles of bronze and iron are holy to 
the Lorp; they shall go into the treas- 
ury of the Lorpb.” Nu 31:11, 12, 21-23 

20 So the people shouted, and 
Tpriests blew the trumpets; and when 
the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, the people shouted with a 
great shout and the ®wall fell down 
flat, so that the people went up into 
the city, every man straight ahead, 
and they took the city. — or they + He 11:30 

21 ®They Tutterly destroyed every- 
thing in the city, both man and 
woman, young and old, and ox and 


46:17-20 


- the sword. 


245 


sheep and donkey, with:the edge of 
De 20:16 © Or put under the ban 
22 Joshua said to the two men 
who had spied out the land, “®Go into 
the harlot’s house and bring. the 
woman and all she has out of there, as 
you have sworn to her.” Jos 2:12-19 
23 So the young men who were 
spies went in and ®brought out Rahab 
and her father and her mother and 
her brothers and all she had; they also 
brought out all her relatives and 
placed them outside the camp of Is- 
rael. He 11:31 
24 ®They burned the city with fire, 
and all that was in it. Only the silver 
and gold, and articles of bronze and 
iron, they put into the treasury of the 
Fhouse of the Lorp. De 20:16-18 
25 However, ®Rahab the harlot 
and her father’s household and all she 
had, Joshua spared; and she has lived 
in the midst of Israel to this day, for 
she hid the messengers whom Joshua 
sent to spy out Jericho. He 11:31 
26 Then Joshua made them take 
an oath at that time, saying, “Cursed 
before the Lorp is the man who rises 
up and builds this city Jericho; with 
the loss of his firstborn he shall lay its 
foundation, and with the loss of his 
youngest son he shall set up its gates.” 
27 So the Lorp was with Joshua, 
and his fame was in all the land. 


Israel Is Defeated at Ai 

But the sons of Israel acted un- 

faithfully in regard to the things 
under the ban, for Achan, the son of 
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of 
Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, took 
some of the things under the ban, 
therefore the anger of the Lorp 
burned against the sons of Israel. 

2 Now Joshua sent men from 
Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth- 
aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, 
“Go up and spy out the land.” So the 
men went up and spied out Ai. 

3 They returned to Joshua and 
said to him, “Do not let all the people 
go up; only about two or three thou- 
sand men need go up ‘to Ai; do not 
make all the people toil up there, for 
they are few.” Lit and smite 

4 So about three thousand men 
from the people went up there, but 
they fled from the men of Ai. 
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5 The men of Ai struck down 
about thirty-six of their men, and pur- 
sued them from the gate as far as She- 
barim and struck them down on the 
descent, so the hearts of the people 
melted and became as water. 

6 Then Joshua 8tore his clothes 
and fell to the earth on his face before 
the ark of the Lorp until the evening, 
both he and the elders of Israel; and 
they put dust on their heads. — Job 2:12 

7 Joshua said, “Alas,O Lord Gop, 
why did You ever bring this people 
over the Jordan, only to deliver us into 
the hand of the Amorites, to destroy 
us? If-only we had been willing to 
dwell beyond the Jordan! 

8 “O Lord, what can I say since 
Israel has turned their Tback before 
their enemies? Lit neck 

9 “RFor the Canaanites and all 
the inhabitants of the land will hear of 
it, and they will surround us and cut 
off our name from the earth. And 
what will You do for Your great 
name>?” Ex 32:12; De 9:28 

10 So the Lorp said to Joshua, 
“Rise up! Why is it that you have 
fallen on your face? 

11 “Israel has. sinned, and Rthey 
have also transgressed My covenant 
which I commanded them. And they 
have even taken some of the things 
under the ban and have both stolen 
and deceived. Moreover, they have 
also put them among their own 
things. Jos 6:18, 19 

12 “Therefore the sons of Israel 
cannot stand before their enemies; 
they turn their backs before their en- 
emies, for they have become ac- 
cursed. I will not be with you anymore 
unless you destroy the things under 
the ban from your midst. 

13 “Rise up! 8Consecrate the peo- 
ple and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves 
for tomorrow, for thus the Lorp, the 
God of Israel, has said, “?There are 
things under the ban in your midst, O 
Israel. You cannot stand before your 
enemies until you have removed the 
things under the ban from your 
midst.” Jos 3:5 © Jos 6:18 

14 ‘In the morning then you shall 
come near by your tribes. And it shall 
be that the tribe which the Lorp takes 


6:24 Le. tabernacle 
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by lot shall come near by families, 
and the family which the Lorp takes 
shall come near by households, and 
the household which the Lorp takes 
shall come near man by man. 

15 ‘8It shall be that the one who is 
taken with the things under the ban 
shall be burned with fire, he and all 
that belongs to him, because he has 
transgressed the covenant of the 
Lorpb, and because he has committed 
a disgraceful thing in Israel.’” 1 sa 14:38F 


The Sin of Achan 

16 So Joshua arose early in the 
morning and brought Israel near by 
Ttribes, and the tribe of Judah was 
taken. Lit its tribes 

17 He brought the family of Judah 
near, and he took the family of the 
Zerahites; and he brought the family 
of the Zerahites near man by man, 
and Zabdi was taken. 

18 He brought his household near 
man by man; and Achan, son of 
Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, 
from the tribe of Judah, was taken. 

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, 
“My son, I implore you, give glory to 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, and give 
praise to Him; and tell me now what 
you have done. Do not hide it from 
me.” 1 Sa 6:5; 2 Ch 30:22; Je 13:16; Jo 9:24 

20 So Achan answered Joshua 
and said, “Truly, I have sinned against 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, and "this 
is what I did: Lit thus and thus I did 

21 when I saw among the spoil a 
beautiful mantle from Shinar and two 
hundred shekels of silver and a bar of 
gold fifty shekels in weight, then I 
Rcoveted them and took them; and 
behold, they are concealed in the 
earth inside my tent with the silver 
underneath it.” Ep 5:5; 1 Ti 6:10 

22 So Joshua sent messengers, 
and they ran to the tent; and behold, it 
was concealed in his tent with the sil- 
ver underneath it. 

23 They took them from inside the 
tent and brought them to Joshua and 
to all the sons of Israel, and they 
poured them out before the Lorp. 

24 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the 
Silver, the mantle, the bar of gold, his 
sons, his daughters, his Toxen, his 
donkeys, his sheep, his tent and all 
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that belonged to him; and they 
brought them up to ®the valley of 
FAchor. Or cattle ¢ Jos 15:7 

25 Joshua said, “Why have you 
Rtroubled us? The Lorp will trouble 
you this day.” And all Israel stoned 
Tthem with stones; and they burned 
them with fire after they had stoned 
them with stones. Jos 6:18 © Lit him 

26 They raised over him a great 
heap of stones that stands to this day, 
and the Lorp turned from the fierce- 
ness of His anger. Therefore the name 
of that place has been called "the val- 
ley of FAchor to this day. © Is 65:10; Ho 2:15 


The Conquest of Ai 

Now the Lorp said to Joshua, “®Do 

not fear or be dismayed. Take all 
the people of war with you and arise, 
go up to Ai; see, 8I have given into 
your hand the king of Ai, his people, 
his city, and his land. — Jos 1:9; 10:8 « Jos 6:2 

2 “You shall do to Ai and its king 
just as you did to Jericho and its king; 
you shall take only its spoil and its 
cattle as plunder for yourselves. Set 
an ambush for the city behind it.” 

3 So Joshua rose with all the 
people of war to go up to Ai; and 
Joshua chose 30,000 men, valiant 
warriors, and sent them out at night. 

4 He commanded them, saying, 
“See, you are going to ambush the 
city from behind Tit. Do not go very 
far from the city, but all of you be 
ready. Ju 20:29 ¢ Lit the city 

5 “Then I and all the people who 
are with me will approach the city. 
And when they come out to meet us 
as at the first, 8we will flee before 
them. Ju 20:32 

6 “They will come out after us 
until we have drawn them away from 
the city, for they will say, ‘They are 
fleeing before us as at the first. So we 
will flee before them. 

7 “And you shall rise from your 
ambush and take possession of the 
city, for the Lorp your God will de- 
liver it into your hand. 

_ 8 “Then it will be when you have 
seized the city, that you shall set the 
city on fire. You shall do it according 
to the word of the Lorp. See, I have 
commanded you.” De 20:16-18; Jos 8:2 


7:24 Le. trouble 7:26 I.e. trouble 
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9 So Joshua sent them away, and 
they went to the place of ambush and 
remained between Bethel and Ai, on 
the west side of Ai; but Joshua spent 
that night among the people. 

10 Now Joshua ®rose early in the 
morning and mustered the people, 
and he went up with the elders of Is- 
rael before the people to Ai. Ge 22:3 

11 Then all the people of war who 
were with him went up and drew near 
and arrived in front of the city, and 
camped on the north side of Ai. Now 
there was a valley between him and 


i, 

12 And he took about 5,000 men 
and set them in ambush between 
RBethel and Ai, on the west side of the 
Tcity. Ge 12:8; 28:19: Ju 1:22 ¢ Le. Ai 

13 So they stationed the people, 
all the army that was on the north 
side of the city, and its rear guard on 
the west side of the city, and Joshua 
spent that night in the midst of the 
valley. 

14 It came about when the king of 
Ai saw it, that the men of the city hur- 
ried and rose up early and went out 
to meet Israel in battle, he and all his 
people at the appointed place before 
the desert plain. But he did not know 
that there was an ambush against 
him behind the city. 

15. Joshua and all Israel pretended 
to be beaten before them, and fled by 
the way of the wilderness. 

16 And all the people who were 
in the city were called together to 
pursue them, and they pursued 
Joshua and were drawn away from 
the city. Ju 20:31 

17 So not a man was left in Ai or 
Bethel who had not gone out after Is- 
rael, and they left the city "unguarded 
and pursued Israel. Lit open 

18 Then the Lorp said to Joshua, 
“RStretch out the javelin that is in your 
hand toward Ai, for I will give it into 
your hand.” So Joshua stretched out 
the javelin that was in his hand to- 
ward the city. Ex 14:16; 17:9-13; Jos 8:26 

19 The men in ambush _ rose 
quickly from their place, and when he 
had stretched out his hand, they ran 
and entered the city and captured it, 
and they quickly set the city on fire. 

20 When the men of Ai turned 
Tback and looked, behold, the smoke 
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of the city ascended to the sky, and 
they had no place to flee this way or 
that, for the people who had been 
fleeing to the wilderness turned 
against the pursuers. Lit behind them 

21 When Joshua and all Israel 
saw that the men in ambush had cap- 
tured the city and that the smoke of 
the city ascended, they turned back 
and 'slew the men of Ai. ~ _ Litsmote 

22 The others came out from the 
city to encounter them, so that they 
were trapped in the midst of Israel, 
Tgome on this side and some on that 
side; and they slew them until no one 
was left of those who survived or es- 
caped. Lit These came ¢ Lit these...those © Jos 8:8 

23 But they took alive the king of 
Ai and brought him to Joshua. 

24 Now when Israel had finished 
killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the 
field in the wilderness where they 
pursued them, and all of them were 
fallen by the edge of the sword until 
they were destroyed, then all Israel re- 
turned to Ai and struck it with the 
edge of the sword. 

25 RAIl who fell that day, both men 
and women, were. 12,000—all the 
Tpeople of Ai. De 20:16-18 « Lit men 

26 For Joshua did not withdraw 
his hand with which he stretched out 
the javelin until he had utterly de- 
stroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 

27 ¥Israel took only the cattle and 
the spoil of that city as plunder for 
themselves, according to the word of 
the Lorp which He had commanded 
Joshua. Jos 8:2 

28 So Joshua burned Ai and made 
it 8a heap forever, a desolation until 
this day. De 13:16 

29 He hanged the king of Ai ona 
tree until evening; and at sunset 
Joshua gave command.and they took 
his body down from the tree and 
threw it at the entrance of the city 
gate, and raised over it a great heap of 
stones that stands to this day. 

30 Then Joshua built an altar to 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, in 3Mount 
Ebal, De 27:28 

31 just as Moses the servant of the 
Lorp had commanded the sons of Is- 
rael, as it is written in the book of the 
law of Moses, 8an altar of uncut 
stones on which no man had wielded 
an iron tool; and they offered burnt 
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offerings on it to the Lorp, and sacri- 
ficed peace offerings. Ex 20:25 

32 He ®wrote there on the stones a 
copy of the law of Moses, which The 
had written, in the presence of the 
sons of Israel. De 27:2, 3,8 « .e. Moses 

33 All Israel with their elders and 
officers and their judges were stand- 
ing on both sides of the ark before the 
Levitical priests who carried the ark 
of the covenant of the Lorp, the 
stranger as well as the native. Half of 
them stood in front of Mount Gerizim 
and half of them in front of Mount 
Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the 
Lorp had given command at first to 
bless the people of Israel. 

34 Then afterward he read all the 
words of the law, the blessing and the 
curse, according to all that is written 
in 8the book of the law. Jos 1:8 

35 There was not a word of all that 
Moses had commanded which Joshua 
did not read before all the assembly of 
Israel with the women and the little 
ones and the strangers who were liv- 
ing among them. — Ex 12:38; De 31:12; Ze 8:23 


Guile of the Gibeonites 

Now it came about when Rall the 

kings who were beyond the Jor- 
dan, in the hill country and in the low- 
land and on all the ®coast of the Great 
Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittite and 
the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Per- 
izzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, 
heard of it, Nu 13:29; Jos 3:10 © Nu 34:6 

2 that they gathered themselves 
together with "one accord to fight 
with Joshua and with Israel. — ps 83:3,5 

3 When the inhabitants of 
RGibeon heard what Joshua had done 
to Jericho and to Ai, — Jos 9:17, 22: 10:2: 21:17 

4 they also acted craftily and 
Tset out as envoys, and took worn-out 
sacks on their donkeys, and wine- 
skins worn-out and torn and 
mended, Lit went and traveled as envoys 

5 and worn-out and patched san- 
dals on their feet, and worn-out 
clothes on themselves; and all the 
bread of their provision was dry and 
had become crumbled. 

6 They went to Joshua to the 
Rcamp at Gilgal and said to him and to 
the men of Israel, “We have come 
from a far country; now therefore, 
make a covenant with us.” Jos 5:10 
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7 The men of Israel said to the 
RHivites, “Perhaps you are living 
within our land; how then shall we 
make a covenant with you?” Jos 9:1; 11:19 

8 But they said to Joshua, ““We 
are your servants.” Then Joshua said 
to them, “Who are you and where do 
you come from?” De 20:11; 2 Ki 10:5 

9 They said to him, “Your ser- 
vants have come from 8a very far 
country because of the "fame of the 
Lorp your God; for 8we have heard 
the report of Him and all that He did 
in Egypt, Jos 9:16, 17 © Or name e Jos 2:9; 9:24 

10 and all that He did to the two 
kings of the Amorites who were be- 
yond the Jordan, to Sihon king of 
Heshbon and to Og king of Bashan 
who was at Ashtaroth. 

11 “So our elders and all the in- 
habitants of our country spoke to us, 
saying, “Take provisions in your hand 
for the journey, and go to meet them 
and say to them, “We are your ser- 
vants; now then, make a covenant 
with us.”’ Jos 9:8 

12 “This our bread was warm 
when we took it for our provisions 
out of our houses on the day that 
we left to come to you; but now be- 
gt it is dry and has become crum- 

ed. 

13 “These wineskins which we 
filled were new, and behold, they are 
torn; and these our clothes and our 
sandals are worn out because of the 
very long journey.” 

14 So the men of Israel took some 
of their provisions, and did not ask 
for the counsel of the Lorp. Nu 27:21 

15 Joshua made peace with them 
and made a covenant with them, to let 
them live; and the leaders of the con- 
gregation swore an oath to them. 

16 It came about at the end of 
three days after they had made a 
covenant with them, that they heard 
that they were neighbors and that 
they were living within their land. 

17 Then the sons of Israel set out 
and came to their cities on the third 
day. Now their cities were ®Gibeon 
and Chephirah and Beeroth and 
Kiriath-jearim. Jos 18:25 

18 The sons of Israel did not strike 
them because the leaders of the con- 
gregation had sworn to them by the 
Lorp the God of Israel. And the whole 
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congregation grumbled against the 
leaders. 

19 But all the leaders said to the 
whole congregation, “We have sworn 
to them by the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
and now we cannot touch them. 

20 “This we will do to them, even 
let them live, so that wrath will not be 
upon us for the oath which we swore 
to them.” 

21 The leaders said to them, “Let 
them live.” So they became ®hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for the 
whole congregation, just as the lead- 
ers had spoken to them. De 29:11 

22 Then Joshua called for them 
and spoke to them, saying, “Why have 
you deceived us, saying, ‘We are very 
far from you,’ when you are living 
Twithin our land? Jos 9:16 ¢ Lit among us 

23 “Now therefore, you are 
Rcursed, and you shall never cease 
being slaves, both hewers of wood 
and drawers of water for the house of 
my God.” Ge 9:25 

24 So they answered Joshua and 
said, “kBecause it was certainly told 
your servants that the Lorp your God 
had commanded His servant Moses to 
give you all the land, and to destroy 
all the inhabitants of the land before 
you; therefore we feared greatly for 
our lives because of you, and have 
done this thing. Jos 9:9 

25 “Now behold, ®we are in your 
hands; do as it seems good and right 
in-your sight to do to us.” Ge 16:6 

26 Thus he did to them, and deliv- 
ered them from the hands of the sons 
of Israel, and they did not kill them. 

27 But Joshua made them that day 
hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for the congregation and for the altar 
of the Lorp, to this day, ®in the place 
which He would choose. De 12:5 


Five Kings Attack Gibeon 
1 Now it came about when Adoni- 
zedek king of Jerusalem heard 
that Joshua had captured Ai, and had 
Tutterly destroyed it Gust Ras he had 
done to Jericho and its king, so he 
had done to Ai and its king), and that 
the inhabitants of Gibeon had made 
peace with Israel and were within their 
land, Or put under the ban ¢ Jos 8:21f * Jos 9:15 
2 that The ®feared greatly, be- 
cause Gibeon was a great city, like 
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one of the royal cities, and because it 
was greater than Ai, and all its men 
were mighty. Lit they © Ex 15:14-16 

3 Therefore Adoni-zedek king of 
Jerusalem sent word to Hoham king 
of Hebron and to Piram king of Jar- 
muth and to Japhia king of Lachish 
and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 “Come up to me and help me, 
and let us ‘attack Gibeon, for it has 
Rmade peace with Joshua and with 
the sons of Israel.”: Lit smite © Jos 9:15 

5 So the five kings of 8the Amor- 
ites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, 
gathered together and went up, they 
with all their armies, and camped by 
Gibeon and fought against it. Nu 13:29 

6 Then the men of Gibeon sent 
word to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal; 
saying, “Do not abandon your ser- 
vants; come up to us quickly and save 
us and help us, for all the kings of the 
Amorites that live in the hill country 
have assembled against us.” 

7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, 
he and all the people of war with him 
and all the valiant warriors. Jos 8:1 

8 The Lorp said to Joshua, “8Do 
not fear them, for I have given them 
into your hands; not Tone of them shall 
stand before you.” Jos 1:5,9 © Litd man 

9 So Joshua came upon them 
suddenly ‘by marching all night from 
Gilgal. Lit he went up 

10 And the Lorp confounded 
them before Israel, and He slew them 
with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and 
pursued them by the way of the as- 
cent of Beth-horon and struck them 
as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 

11 As they fled from before Israel, 
while they were at the descent of 
Beth-horon, ®the Lorp threw large 
stones from heaven on them as far as 
Azekah, and they died; there were 
more who died from the hailstones 
than those whom: the sons of Israel 
killed with the sword. Ps 18:12f! Is 28:2 

12 Then Joshua spoke to the Lorp 
Bs, in the day when the Lorp deliv- 
ered up the Amorites before the sons 
of Israel, and he said in the sight of Is- 
rael, 

“OQ Rsun, stand still at Gibeon, 
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And O moon in the valley of 
Aijalon.” Hab 3:11 
13 So the sun stood still, and the 
moon stopped, 
Until the nation avenged 
themselves of their 
enemies. 

Is it not written in the book of 
Jashar? And the sun stopped in the 
middle of the sky and did not hasten 
to go down for about a whole day. 

14 There was no day like that be- 
fore it or after it, when the Lorp lis- 
tened to the voice of a man; for the 
Lorpb fought for Israel. 

15 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him returned to the camp to Gilgal. 


Victory at Makkedah 

16 Now these ®five kings had fled 
and hidden themselves in the cave at 
Makkedah. Jos 10:5 

17 It was told Joshua, saying, “The 
five kings have been found hidden in 
the cave at Makkedah.” 

18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones 
against the mouth of the cave, and as- 
sign men by it to guard them, 

19 but do not stay there your- 
selves; pursue your enemies and ‘at- 
tack them in the rear. Do not allow 
them to enter their cities, for the Lorp 
your God has delivered them into 
your hand.” Lit smite their tail 

20 It came about when Joshua 
and the sons of Israel had finished 
slaying them with a very great slaugh- 
ter, until they were destroyed, and the 
survivors who remained of them had 
entered the fortified cities, 

21 that all the people returned to 
the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in 
peace. No one uttered a word against 
any of the sons of Israel. 

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the 
mouth of the cave and bring these five 
kings out to me from the cave.” 

23 They did so, and R8brought 
these five kings out to him from the 
cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king 
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachish, and the king of 
Eglon. De 7:24 

24 When they brought these kings 
out to Joshua, Joshua called for all the 
men of Israel, and said to the chiefs of 
the men of war who had gone with 
him, “Come near, put your feet on the 
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necks of these kings.” So they came 
near and put their feet on their necks. 

25 Joshua then said to them, “®Do 
not fear or be dismayed! Be strong 
and courageous, for thus the LorD 
will do to all your enemies with whom 
you fight.” Jos 10:8 

26 So afterward Joshua struck 
them and put them to death, and he 
Rhanged them on five trees; and they 
hung on the trees until evening. Jos 8:29 

27 It came about at sunset that 
Joshua gave a command, and ®they 
took them down from the trees and 
threw them into the cave where they 
had hidden themselves, and put large 
stones over the mouth of the cave, to 
this very day. De 21:22, 23 

28 Now Joshua captured 
Makkedah on that day, and struck it 
and its king with the edge of the 
sword; ®he utterly destroyed it and 
every 'person who was in it. He left 
no survivor. Thus he did to the king 
of Makkedah just as he had done to 
the king of Jericho. De 20:16 ¢ Jos 6:21 


Joshua’s Conquest of Southern 
Palestine 

29 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him passed on from Makkedah to 
Libnah, and fought against Libnah. 

30 The Lorp gave it also with its 
king into the hands of Israel, and he 
struck it and every person who was in 
it with the edge of the sword. He left 
no survivor in it. Thus he did to its 
king just as he had done to the king of 
Jericho. 

_ 31 And Joshua and all Israel with 
him passed on from Libnah to 
Lachish, and they camped by it and 
fought against it. 

32 The Lorp gave Lachish into the 
hands of Israel; and he captured it on 
the second day, and struck it and 
every person who was in it with the 
edge of the sword, according to all 
that he had done to Libnah. 

33 Then Horam king of Gezer 
came up to help Lachish, and Joshua 
Tdefeated him and his people until he 
had left him no survivor. Lit smote 

_ 34 And Joshua and all Israel with 
him passed on from Lachish to Eglon, 
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and they camped by it and fought 
against it. 

35 They captured it on that day 
and struck it with the edge of the 
sword; and he Tutterly destroyed that 
day every person who was in it, ac- 
cording to all that he had done to 
Lachish. Or put under the ban 

36 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him went up from Eglon to Hebron, 
and they fought against it. 

37 They captured it and struck it 
and its king and all its cities and all 
the persons who were in it with the 
edge of the sword. He left no survivor, 
according to all that he had done to 
Eglon. And he utterly destroyed it and 
every person who was in it. 

38 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him returned to ®Debir, and they 
fought against it. — Jos 15:15; Ju 1:11; 1 Ch 6:58 

39 He captured it and its king and 
all its cities, and they struck them 
with the edge of the sword, and ut- 
terly destroyed every person who was 
in it. He left no survivor. Just as he 
had done to Hebron, so he did to 
Debir and its king, as he had also 
done to Libnah and its king. 

40 Thus Joshua struck all the 
land, 8the hill country and the ‘Negev 
and the lowland and the slopes and 
all their kings. He left no survivor, but 
he utterly destroyed all who breathed, 
just as the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
had commanded. De 1:7 

41 Joshua struck them from 
Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, 
and all the country of .Goshen even 
as far as Gibeon. Jos 11:16; 15:51 

42. Joshua captured all these kings 
and their lands at one time, because 
Rthe Lorp, the God of Israel, fought 
for Israel. Jos 10:14 

43 So Joshua and all Israel with 
him returned to the camp at Gilgal. 


Northern Palestine Taken 
] Then it came about, when Jabin 
king of Hazor heard of it, that 
he sent to Jobab king of Madon and to 
the king of Shimron and to the king of 
Achshaph, Jos 11:10 
2 and to the kings who were of 
the north in the hill country, and in 
the RArabah—south of 'Chinneroth 
and in the lowland and on the heights 
of Dor on the west— Jos 12:3; 13:27 
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3 to the Canaanite on the east 
and on the west, and the Amorite and 
the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 
Jebusite in the hill country, and "the 
Hivite at the foot of Hermon in the 
land of Mizpeh. De 7:1; Ju 3:3, 5; 1 Ki 9:20 

4 They came out, they and all 
their armies with them, as many peo- 
ple as the sand that is on the seashore; 
with very many horses and chariots. ' 

5 So all of these kings ‘having 
agreed to meet, came and encamped 
together at the waters of Merom, to 
fight against Israel. 

6 Then the Lorp said to Joshua, 
“RDo not be afraid because of them, 
for tomorrow at this time I will deliver 
all of them slain before Israel; you 
shall hamstring their horses and burn 
their chariots with fire.”: Jos 10:8 

7 So Joshua and all the people of 
war with him came upon them sud- 
denly by the waters of Merom, and at- 
tacked them. 

8 The Lorp delivered them into 
the hand of Israel, so that they de- 
feated them, and pursued them:as far 
as Great Sidon and ®Misrephoth- 
maim and the valley of Mizpeh to the 
east; and they struck them until no 
survivor was left to them. Jos 13:6 

9 Joshua did to them as the Lorp 
had told him; he 8hamstrung their 
horses and burned their chariots with 
fire. Jos 11:6 

10 Then Joshua turned back at 
that time, and captured ®Hazor and 
struck its king with the sword; for 
Hazor formerly was the head of all 
these kingdoms. Jos 11:1 

11 ®They struck every person who 
was in it with the edge of the sword, 
utterly destroying them; there was no 
one left who breathed. And he burned 
Hazor with fire. De 20:16 

12 Joshua captured all the cities of 
these kings, and all their kings, and 
he struck them with the edge of.the 
sword, and utterly destroyed them; 
just Sas Moses the servant of the Lorp 
had commanded. — Nu 33:50-52; De 7:2; 20:16f 

13 However, Israel did not burn 
any cities that stood on their mounds, 
except Hazor alone, which Joshua 
burned. 

14 All the spoil of these cities and 
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the cattle, the sons of Israel took as 
their plunder; but they struck every 
man with the edge of the sword, until 
they had destroyed them. They left no 
one who breathed. Nu 31:11, 12 

15 Just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses his servant, so Moses 
commanded Joshua, and so Joshua 
did; he left nothing undone of all that 
the Lorp had commanded Moses. 

16 Thus Joshua took all that land: 
Rthe hill country and all the Negev, all 
that land of Goshen, the lowland, ®the 
Arabah, the hill country of Israel and 
its lowland Jos 10:40, 41 ¢ Jos 11:2 

17 from ®Mount Halak, that rises 
toward Seir, even as far as Baal-gad 
in the valley of Lebanon ‘at the foot of 
Mount Hermon. And he captured all 
their kings and struck them down and 
put them to death. Jos 12:7 Lit under ¢ De 7:24 

18 Joshua waged war a long time 
with all these kings. 

19 There was not a city which 
made peace with the sons of Israel ex- 
cept ®the Hivites living in Gibeon; 
they took them all in battle. Jos 9:3,7 

20 ®For it was of the Lorp to 
harden their hearts, to meet Israel in 
battle in order that he might 8utterly 
destroy them, that they might receive 
no mercy, but that he might destroy 
them, just as the Lorp had com- 
manded Moses. Ex 14:17 © De 7:16 

21 Then Joshua came at that time 
and cut off the Anakim from the hill 
country, from Hebron, from Debir, 
from Anab and from all the hill coun- 
try of Judah and from all the hill 
country of Israel. Joshua utterly de- 
stroyed them with their cities. 

22 There were no Anakim left in 
the land of the sons of Israel; only in 
Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod some 
remained. 1 Sa 17:4; 1 Ki 2:39; 1 Ch 8:13 

23 So Joshua took the whole land, 
according to all that the Lorp had 
spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it 
for an inheritance to Israel according 
to their divisions by their tribes. Thus 
the land had rest from war. De 1:38 


Kings Defeated by Israel 

l Now these are the ®kings of the 
land whom the sons of Israel 

Tdefeated, and whose land they pos- 

sessed beyond the Jordan toward the 
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sunrise, from the valley of the Arnon 
as far as Mount Hermon, and all the 
Arabah to the east: Nu 32:33; De 3:8-17 
2 Sihon king of the Amorites, 
who lived in Heshbon, and ruled 
Rfrom Aroer, which is on the edge of 
the valley of the Arnon, both the mid- 
dle of the valley and half of Gilead, 
even as far as the brook Jabbok, the 
border of the sons of Ammon; _De2:36 
3 and the 8Arabah as far as the 
Sea of 'Chinneroth toward the east, 
and as far as the sea of the Arabah, 
even the Salt Sea, eastward toward 
Beth-jeshimoth, and on the south, at 
the foot of the slopes of Pisgah; Jos 11:2 
4 and the territory of Og king of 
Bashan, one of ®the remnant of 
Rephaim, who lived at Ashtaroth 
and at Edrei, De 3:11 ° De 1:4 
5 and ruled over Mount Hermon 
and ®Salecah and all Bashan, as far 
as the border of the Geshurites and 
the Maacathites, and half of Gilead, 
as far as the border of Sihon king of 
Heshbon. De 3:10; Jos 13:11; 1 Ch 5:11 
6 Moses the servant of the Lorp 
and the sons of Israel defeated them; 
and ®Moses the servant of the Lorp 
gave it to the Reubenites and the Ga- 
dites and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
aS a possession. Lit smote + Nu 32:33; De 3:12 
7 Now these are the kings of the 
land whom Joshua and the sons of Is- 
rael ‘defeated beyond the Jordan to- 
ward the west, from Baal-gad in the 
valley of Lebanon even as far as 
RMount Halak, which rises toward 
Seir; and Joshua gave it to the tribes 
of Israel as a possession according to 
their divisions, Lit smote © Jos 11:17 
8 in ®the hill country, in the low- 
land, in the Arabah, on the slopes, and 
in the wilderness, and in the 'Negev; 
the Hittite, the Amorite and the 
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite 
and the Jebusite: Jos 11:16 ¢ I.e. South country 
_ 9 the Rking of Jericho, one; the 
Xking of Ai, which is beside Bethel, 
one; Jos 6:2 © Jos 8:29 
_ 10 the ®king of Jerusalem, one; the 
king of Hebron, one; Jos 10:23 
_ 11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the 

king of Lachish, one; 
12 the king of Eglon, one; the king 

of Gezer, one; 
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13 the king of Debir, one; the king 
of Geder, one; 

14 the king of Hormah, Mts the 
king of Arad; one; u21 

15 the king of Libnah, ae the 
king of Adullam, one; 

16 the king of Makkedah, one; the 
king of Bethel, one; 

17 the king of Tappuah, one; the 
Rking of Hepher, one; 1 Ki 4:10 

18 the king of RAphek, one; the 
king of Lasharon, one; Jos 13:4; 2 Ki 13:17 

19 the king of Madon, one; the 
king of Hazor, one; 

20 the king of Shimron-meron, 
one; the king of Achshaph, one; 

21 the king of Taanach, one; the 
king of Megiddo, one; 

22 the king of Kedesh, one; the 
king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 

23 the king of Dor in the Theights 
of Dor, one; the king of ®Goiim in Gil- 
gal, one; Or Naphath-dor * Ge 14:1 

24 the king of Tirzah, one: in all, 
thirty-one kings. De 7:24 


Canaan Divided among the 

Tribes 

1 Now ®Joshua was old and ad- 
vanced in years when the Lorp 

said to him, “You are old and ad- 

vanced in years, and very much of the 

land remains to be possessed. Jos 14:10 

2 “This is the land that remains: 
all the regions of the Philistines and 
all those of the Geshurites; 

3 from the Shihor which is east 
of Egypt, even as far as the border of 
Ekron to the north (it is counted as 
Canaanite); the "five lords of the 
Philistines: the Gazite, the Ashdodite, 
the Ashkelonite, the Gittite, the Ekro- 
nite; and the Avvite 1 Sa 6:4) 16 

4 to the south, all the land of the 
Canaanite, and Mearah that belongs 
to the Sidonians, as far as Aphek, to 
the border of the Amorite; 

5 and the land of the ®Gebalite, 
and all of Lebanon, toward the east, 
Rfrom Baal-gad below Mount Hermon 
as far as Lebo-hamath. 1 Ki5:18¢ Jos 12:7 

6 “All the inhabitants of the hill 
ie from Lebanon as far as ®Mis- 
rephoth-maim, all the Sidonians, I 
will Tdrive them out from before the 
sons of Israel; Fonly allot it to Israel 
for an inheritance as I have com- 
manded you. Jos 11:8 * Or dispossess * Nu 33:54 
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7 “Now therefore, apportion this 
land for an inheritance to the nine 
tribes and the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh.” 

8 With Tthe other half-tribe, the 
Reubenites and the Gadites received 
their inheritance which: Moses gave 
them ®beyond the Jordan to the east, 
just as Moses the servant of the Lorp 
gave to them; Lit it, the * Jos 12:1-6 

9 from Aroer, which is on the 
edge of the valley of the Arnon, with 
the city which is in the middle of the 
valley, and all the plain of Medeba, as 
far as Dibon; 

10 and all the cities of Sihon king 
of the Amorites, who reigned in Hes- 
hbon, as far as the border of the sons 
of Ammon; 

11 and Gilead, and the "territory 
of the Geshurites and Maacathites, 
and all Mount Hermon, and all 
Bashan as far as Salecah; Or border 

12 all the kingdom of Og in 
Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth 
and in Edrei (he alone was left of the 
remnant of the Rephaim); for Moses 
struck them and dispossessed them. 

13 But the sons of Israel did not 
dispossess the Geshurites or the Maa- 
cathites; for Geshur and Maacath live 
among Israel until this day. 

14 Only to the tribe of Levi he did 
not give an inheritance; the offerings 
by fire to the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
are 'their inheritance, as He spoke to 
him. De 18:1, 2 Lit his 

15 So Moses gave an inheritance 
to the tribe of the sons of Reuben ac- 
cording to their families. 

16 Their ‘territory was from 
Aroer, which is on the edge of the val- 
ley of the Arnon, with the city which 
is in the middle of the valley and all 
the plain by Medeba; or border + Jos 13:9 

17 Heshbon, and all its. cities 
which are on the plain: Dibon and 
Bamoth-baal and Beth-baal-meon, 

18 and 8Jahaz and Kedemoth and 
Mephaath, Nu 21:23; Ju 11:20; Is 15:4; Je 48:34 

19 and 8Kiriathaim and Sibmah 
and Zereth-shahar on the hill of the 
valley, Nu 32:37; Je 48:1, 23; Eze 25:9 

20 and Beth-peor and the slopes 
of Pisgah and Beth-jeshimoth, 

21 even all the cities of the plain 
and all the kingdom of Sihon king of 
the Amorites who reigned in Hesh- 


JOSHUA 13:22 


bon, whom Moses struck with the 
chiefs of Midian, Evi and Rekem and 
Zur and Hur and Reba, the princes of 
Sihon, who lived in the land. Nu 31:8 

22 The sons of Israel also killed 
RBalaam the son of Beor, the diviner, 
with the sword among the rest of 
their slain. Nu 31:8 

23 The border of the sons of 
Reuben was the ‘Jordan. This was the 
inheritance of the sons of Reuben ac- 
cording to their families, the cities 
and their villages. Lit Jordan and border 

24 Moses also gave an inheritance 
to the tribe of Gad, to the sons of Gad, 
according to their families. 

25 Their territory was Jazer, and 
all the cities of Gilead, and half the 
land of the sons of Ammon, as far as 
Aroer which is before Rabbah; 

26 and from Heshbon as far as 
Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim, and 
from Mahanaim as far as the border 
of ™Debir; Or Lidebir 

27 and in the valley, Beth-haram 
and Beth-nimrah and Succoth and 
Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of 
Sihon king of Heshbon, with the Jor- 
dan ‘as a border, as far as the lower 
end of the Sea of Chinnereth beyond 
the Jordan to the east. Lit and border 

28 This is the inheritance of the 
sons of Gad according to their fami- 
lies, the cities and their villages. 

29 Moses also gave an _ inheri- 
tance to the half-tribe of Manasseh; 
and it was for the half-tribe of the 
sons of Manasseh according to their 
families. 

30 Their territory was from Ma- 
hanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom 
of Og king of Bashan, and all "the 
Ttowns of Jair, which are in Bashan, 
sixty cities; Nu 32:41 Lit tent villages 

31 also half of Gilead, with 
Ashtaroth and Edrei, the cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for 
the sons of Machir the son of Man- 
asseh, for half of the sons of Machir 
according to their families. 

32 These are the territories which 
Moses apportioned for an inheritance 
in the plains of Moab, beyond the Jor- 
dan at Jericho to the east. 

_ 33 But to the tribe of Levi, Moses 
did not give an inheritance; the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, is their inheritance, 
as He had promised to them. 
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Caleb’s Request woh 
l Now these are the territories 
which the sons of Israel inher- 
ited in the land of Canaan, which 
REJeazar the priest, and Joshua the 
son of Nun, and the heads of the 
Thouseholds of the tribes of the sons 
of Israel apportioned to them for an 
inheritance, Nu 34:16-29 © Lit fathers’ 

2 by the 8lot of their inheritance, 
as the Lorp commanded ‘through 
Moses, for the nine tribes and the 
half-tribe. Nu 26:55; 33:54; 34:13 « Lit by the hand of 

3 For Moses had given the in- 
heritance of the two tribes and the 
half-tribe beyond the Jordan; but ®he 
did not give an inheritance to the 
Levites among them. —_Nu 32:33 e Jos 13:14 

4 For the sons of Joseph were 
two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim, 
and they did not give a portion to the 
Levites in the land, except cities to 
live in, with their pasture lands for 
their livestock and for their property. 

5 Thus the sons of Israel did just 
Ras the Lorp had commanded Moses, 
and they divided the land. Nu 35:1; Jos 21:2 

6 Then the sons of Judah drew 
near to Joshua in Gilgal, and ®Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite 
said to him, “You know the word 
which the Lorp spoke to Moses the 
man of God concerning you and me 
in Kadesh-barnea. Nu 13:6, 30; 14:6, 24, 30 

7 “I was forty years old when 
RMoses the servant of the Lorp sent 
me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out 
the land, and I brought word back to 
him as it was in my heart. Nu 13:1-31 

8 “Nevertheless my _ brethren 
who went up with me made the heart 
of the people melt with fear; but I fol- 
lowed the Lorp my God fully. 

9 “So Moses swore on that day, 
saying, ‘Surely the land on which 
your foot has trodden will be an in- 
heritance to you and to your children 
forever, because you have followed 
the Lorp my God fully.’ De 1:36 

10 “Now behold, the Lorp has let 
me live, just as He spoke, these forty- 
five years, from the time that the Lorp 
spoke this word to Moses, when Israel 
walked in the wilderness; and now 
behold, I am eighty-five years old 
today. 

11 “I am still as strong today as I 
was in the day Moses sent me; as my 
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strength was then, so my strength is 
now, for war and for going out and 
coming In. De 34:7 ¢ De 31:2 
» 12 “Now then, give me this hill 
country about which the Lorp spoke 
on that day, for you heard on that day 
that SAnakim were there, with great 
fortified cities; perhaps the Lorp will 
be with me, and I will drive them out 
as the Lorp has spoken.” Nu 13:33 
» 13 So Joshua 8blessed him and 
gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh for an inheritance. Jos 22:6 

14 Therefore, Hebron became the 
inheritance of Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh the Kenizzite until this day, 
because he followed the Lorp God of 
Israel fully. 

15 Now the name of Hebron was 
formerly Kiriath-arba; for Arba was 
the greatest man among the Anakim. 
Then the land had rest from war. 


Territory of Judah 
Now &the lot for the tribe of the 
sons of Judah according to their 
families reached the border of Edom, 
southward to the wilderness of Zin at 
the extreme south. Nu 34:3, 4 

2 Their south border was from 
the lower end of the Salt Sea, from the 
bay that turns to the south. 

3 Then it proceeded southward 
to the ascent of Akrabbim and con- 
tinued to Zin, then went up by the 
south of Kadesh-barnea and contin- 
ued to Hezron, and went up to Addar 
and turned about to Karka. 

4 It kcontinued to Azmon and 
proceeded to the brook of Egypt, and 
the border ended at the sea. This shall 
be your south border. Nu 34:5 

5 The Reast border was the Salt 
Sea, as far as the ‘mouth of the Jor- 
dan. And the border of the north side 
was from the bay of the sea at the 
mouth of the Jordan. Nu 34:3, 10-12 « Lit end 

6 Then the border went up to 
Beth-hoglah, and continued on the 
north of Beth-arabah, and the border 
went up to the stone of Bohan the son 
of Reuben. 

7 The border went up to Debir 
from the valley of Achor, and turned 
northward toward Gilgal which is 
opposite the ascent of Adummim, 
which is on the south of the valley; 
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and the border continued to the wa- 
ters of En-shemesh and it ended at 
En-rogel. 

8 Then the border went up the 
valley of Ben-hinnom to the slope of 
the ®Jebusite on the south (that is, 
Jerusalem); and the border went-up to 
the top of the mountain which is be- 
fore the valley of Hinnom to the west, 
which is at the end of the valley of 
Rephaim toward the north. Jos 15:63 

9 From the top of the mountain 
the border curved to the spring of the 
waters of Nephtoah and proceeded to 
the cities of Mount Ephron, then the 
border curved to ®Baalah (that: is, 
RKiriath-jearim). Ch 13:6 © Ju 18:12 

10 The border turned about from 
Baalah westward to Mount Seir, and 
continued to the. slope of Mount 
Jearim on the north (that is, Chesa- 
lon), and went down to Beth-shemesh 
and continued through Timnah. 

11 The border proceeded to the 
side of Ekron northward. Then the 
border curved to Shikkeron and con- 
tinued to Mount Baalah and_ pro- 
ceeded to Jabneel, and the ‘border 
ended at the sea. Lit goings out...were 

12 The west border was Rat the 
Great Sea, even its coastline. This is 
the border around the sons of Judah 
according to their families. Nu 34:6 

13. Now &he gave to Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh a portion among the 
sons of Judah, according to the com- 
mand of the Lorp to Joshua, namely, 
Kiriath-arba, Arba being the father of 
Anak (that is, Hebron). Jos 14:13-15 

14 Caleb ‘drove out from there 
the three ®sons of Anak: Sheshai and 
Ahiman and Talmai, the children of 
Anak. Jos 11:21, 22 ¢ Or dispossessed ¢ Nu 13:33; De 9:2 

15 Then 8he went up from there 
against the inhabitants of Debir; now 
the name of Debir formerly was 
Kiriath-sepher. Jos 10:38 

16 And Caleb said, “The one who 
Tattacks Kiriath-sepher and captures 
it, TI will give him Achsah my daugh- 
ter as a wife.” Lit smites ¢ Lit and I 

17 ®Othniel the son of Kenaz, the 
brother of Caleb, captured it; so he 
gave him Achsah his daughter as a 
wife. Ju 1:13; 3:9 

18 It came about that when she 
came to him, she persuaded him to 
ask her father for a field. So she 
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alighted from the donkey, and Caleb 
said to her, “What do you want?” Ju 1:14 

19 Then she said, “Give me a 
blessing; since you have given me the 
land of the Negev, give me also 
springs of water.” So he gave her the 
upper springs and the lower springs. 

20 This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the sons of Judah according to 
their families. 

21 Now the cities at the extremity 
of the tribe of the sons of Judah to- 
ward the border of Edom in the south 
were Kabzeel and Eder and Jagur, 

22 and Kinah and Dimonah and 
Adadah, 

23 and Kedesh and Hazor and Ith- 
nan, 

24 Ziph and Telem and Bealoth, 

25 and Hazor-hadattah and Ke- 
rioth-hezron (that is, Hazor), 

6 Amam and Shema and Mo- 
ladah, 

27 and Hazar-gaddah and Hesh- 
mon and Beth-pelet, 

28 and Hazar-shual and R®Beer- 
sheba and Biziothiah, Ge 21:31 

29 Baalah and lim and Ezem, 

30 and Eltolad and Chesil and 
Hormah, 

31 and ®8Ziklag and Madmannah 
and Sansannah, 1 Sa 27:6; 30:1 

32 and Lebaoth and Shilhim and 
Ain and Rimmon; in all, twenty-nine 
cities with their villages. 

33 In the lowland: 8Eshtaol and 
Zorah and Ashnah, Ju 13:25; 16:31 

34 and Zanoah and En-gannim, 
Tappuah and Enam, 

35 Jarmuth and 8Adullam, Socoh 
and Azekah, 1 Sa 22:1 

36 and Shaaraim and Adithaim 
and Gederah and Gederothaim; four- 
teen cities with their villages. 

37 Zenan and Hadashah and 
Migdal-gad, 

38 and Dilean and Mizpeh and 
Joktheel, 

39 RLachish and Bozkath and 
Eglon, Jos 10:3; 2 Ki 14:19 

40 and Cabbon and Lahmas and 
Chitlish, 

41 and Gederoth, Beth-dagon and 
Naamah and Makkedah; sixteen 
cities with their villages. 

42 Libnah and Ether and Ashan, 
. = and Iphtah and Ashnah and 

ezib, 
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44 and Keilah and Achzib and 
Mareshah; nine cities with their vil- 
lages. . 

45 Ekron, with its towns and its 
villages; 

46 from Ekron even to the sea, all 
that were by the 'side of Ashdod, with 
their villages. _Lit hand 

47 Ashdod, its towns and its vil- 
lages; Gaza, its towns and its villages; 
as far as ®the brook of Egypt and the 
Great Sea, even its coastline. Jos 15:4 

48 Inthe hill country: Shamir and 
Jattir and Socoh, 

49 and Dannah and Kiriath-san- 
nah (that is, Debir), 

50 and Anab and Eshtemoh and 
Anim, 

51 and Goshen and Holon and 
Giloh; eleven cities with their villages. 

52 Arab and Dumah and Eshan, 

53 and Janum and Beth-tappuah 
and Aphekah, 

54 and Humtah and Kiriath-arba 
(that is, Hebron), and Zior; nine cities 
with their villages. 

55 Maon, Carmel and Ziph and 
Juttah, 

56 and Jezreel and Jokdeam and 
Zanoah, 

57 Kain, Gibeah and Timnah; ten 
cities with their villages. 

58 Halhul, Beth-zur and Gedor, 

59 and Maarath and Beth-anoth 
and Eltekon; six cities with their vil- 
lages. 

60 Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath- 
jearim), and Rabbah; two cities with 
their villages. 

61 Inthe wilderness: Beth-arabah, 
Middin and Secacah, 

62 and Nibshan and the City of 

Salt and Engedi; six cities with their 
villages. 
_ 63 Now as for the Jebusites, the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the sons of 
Judah could not drive them out; so the 
Jebusites live with the sons of Judah 
at Jerusalem until this day. 


Territory of Ephraim 
l Then the lot for the sons of 
VJ Joseph went from the Jordan at 
Jericho to the waters of Jericho on the 
east into the wilderness, going up 
from Jericho through the hill country 
to Bethel. Jos 8:15; 18:12 
2 It went from Bethel to Luz, and 
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Rcontinued to the border of the Ar- 
chites at Ataroth. » Jos 18:13 
‘3 It went-down westward to the 
territory of the Japhletites, as far as 
the territory of lower ®Beth-horon 
even to ®Gezer, and it ended at:the 
sea. ; ‘Jos 18:13; 1 Ki 9:17.¢ Jos 10:33 
4 The sons of Joseph, Manasseh 
and Ephraim, received their inheri- 
tance. 9) Jos 17:14 
5 Now this was the territory of 
the sons of Ephraim: according to 
their families: the border of their in- 
heritance eastward was Ataroth- 
addar, as far as upper Beth-horon. 

6 Then the border went west- 
ward at 3Michmethath on the north, 
and the border turned about eastward 
to Taanath-shiloh and continued be- 
yond it to the east of Janoah. Jos 17.7 

7 It went down from Janoah to 
Ataroth and to Naarah, then reached 
Jericho and came out at the Jordan.. 

8 From ®Tappuah the border con- 
tinued westward to the ‘brook of 
Kanah, and it ended at the sea. This is 
the inheritance of the tribe of the sons 
of Ephraim according to their fami- 
lies, Jos 17:8 ¢ Or wadi 

-9 together with the cities which 
were set apart for the sons of Ephraim 
in the midst of the inheritance. of the 
sons of Manasseh, all the cities with 
their villages. 

10 ®But they did not ‘drive out the 
Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the 
Canaanites live in the midst of 
Ephraim to this day, and they became 
forced laborers. Ju 1:29: 1 Ki 9:16 « Or dispossess 


Territory of Manasseh 
| NF act this was the lot for the 
tribe of }Manasseh, for he was 
the firstborn of Joseph. To Machir the 
firstborn of Manasseh, the father of 
Gilead, ‘were allotted Gilead and 
Bashan, because he was a man of 
War. Ge 41:51; 46:20; 48:17f ¢ Lit and there was to him 
2 So the lot was made for the 
rest of the sons of Manasseh accord- 
ing to their families: for the sons of 
Abiezer and for the sons of Helek and 
for the sons of Asriel and for the sons 
of Shechem and for the sons of Hep- 
her and for the sons of Shemida; 
these were the male ‘descendants of 
Manasseh the son of Joseph accord- 
ing to their families. Lit sons 
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3 However, Zelophehad, the son 
of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh; had 
no.sons, only daughters; and these are 
the names of his daughters: Mahlah 
and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. 

4 They came near before Eleazar 
the priest and before Joshua the son 
of Nun and before the leaders, saying, 
“The Lorp commanded Moses to give 
us an inheritance among:our broth- 
ers.” So according to the command of 
the Lorp he gave them an inheritance 
among their father’s brothers: 

5 Thus there fell ten portions to 
Manasseh, besides the land of Gilead 
a Bashan, which is beyond the Jor- 

an, 

6 because the daughters of Man- 
asseh received an inheritance among 
his sons. And the 8land of Gilead be- 
longed to the rest of the sons of Man- 
asseh. Jos 13:30, 31 

7 The border of Manasseh 'ran 
from Asher to Michmethath which 
was east of Shechem; then the border 
went 'southward to the inhabitants of 
En-tappuah. Lit was ¢ Lit to the right hand 

8 The land of Tappuah belonged 
to Manasseh, but ®Tappuah on the 
border of Manasseh belonged to the 
sons of Ephraim. Jos 16:8 

9 ‘The ®border went down to the 
Tprook of Kanah, southward of the 
brook (these cities belonged to 
Ephraim among the cities of Man- 
asseh), and the border of Manasseh 
was on the north side of the brook 
and it ended at the sea. Jos 16:8f ¢ Or wadi 

10 The ‘south side belonged to 
Ephraim and the north side to Man- 
asseh, and the sea was ‘their border; 
and they reached to Asher on the 
north and to Issachar on the east. uit its 

11 In Issachar and in Asher, 
RManasseh had Beth-shean and its 
towns and Ibleam and its towns, and 
the inhabitants of Dor and its towns, 
and the inhabitants of En-dor and its 
towns, and the inhabitants of Taanach 
and its towns, and the inhabitants of 
Megiddo and its towns, the third is 
RNapheth. 1 Ch 7:29 © Jos 11:2; 12:23 

12 ®But the sons of Manasseh 
could not take possession of these 
cities, because the Canaanites per- 
sisted in living in that land. Ju 1:27 

13 It came about when the sons of 


JOSHUA 17:14 


Israel became strong, they put the 
Canaanites to forced labor, but they 
did not drive them out completely. 

14 Then the 8sons of Joseph spoke 
to Joshua, saying, “Why have you 
given me only one lot and one portion 
for an inheritance, since | am a nu- 
merous people whom the Lorp has 
thus far blessed?” Nu 13:7 

15 Joshua said to them, “If you are 
a numerous people, go up to the forest 
and clear a place for yourself there in 
the land of the Perizzites and of the 
Rephaim, since the hill country of 
Ephraim is too narrow for you.” 

16 The sons of Joseph said, “The 
hill country is not enough for us, and 
all the Canaanites who live in the val- 
ley land have &chariots of iron, both 
those who are in Beth-shean and its 
towns and those who are in the valley 
of Jezreel.” Jos 17:18; Ju 1:19; 4:3, 13 

17 Joshua spoke to the house of 
Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, 
saying, “You are a numerous people 
and have great power; you shall not 
have one lot only, 

18 but the hill country shall be 
yours. For though it is a forest, you 
shall clear it, and to its farthest bor- 
ders it shall be yours; for you shall 
drive out the Canaanites, even though 
they have chariots of iron and 
though they are strong.” Jos 17:16 


Rest of the Land Divided 

l Then the whole congregation of 
the sons of Israel assembled 

themselves at Shiloh, and set up the 

tent of meeting there; and the land 

was subdued before them. 

2 There remained among the 
sons of Israel seven tribes who had 
not divided their inheritance. 

3 So Joshua said to the sons of 
Israel, “RHow long will you put off en- 
tering to take possession of the land 
which the Lorp, the God of your fa- 
thers, has given you? Ju 18:9 

4 “Provide for yourselves three 
men from ‘each tribe that I may send 
them, and that they may arise and 
walk through the land and write a de- 
scription of it according to their in- 
heritance; then they shall Treturn to 
me. Lit the ¢ Lit come 

5 “They shall divide it into seven 
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portions; 8Judah shall stay in its terri- 
tory on the south, and the house of 
Joseph shall stay in their territory on 
the north. Jos 15:1 
6 “You shall describe the land in 
seven divisions, and bring the de- 
scription here to me. I will cast lots 
for you here before the Lorp our God. 
7 “For ®the Levites have no por- 
tion among you, because the priest- 
hood of the Lorp is ‘their inheritance. 
Gad and Reuben and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh also have received their in- 
heritance eastward beyond the Jor- 
dan, which Moses the servant of the 
Lorpb gave them.” Nu 18:7, 20; Jos 13:33 ¢ Lit his 
8 Then the men arose and went, 
and Joshua commanded those who 
went to describe the land, saying, “Go 
and walk through the land and de- 
scribe it, and return to me; then I will 
cast lots for you here before the Lorp 
in Shiloh.” Jos 18:1 
9 So the men went and passed 
through the land, and described it by 
cities in seven divisions in a book; and 
they came to Joshua to the camp at 
Shiloh. 

10 And Joshua cast lots for them 
in Shiloh before the Lorp, and there 
Joshua divided the land to the sons of 
Israel according to their divisions. 


The Territory of Benjamin 

11 Now the lot of the tribe of the 
sons of Benjamin came up according 
to their families, and the territory of 
their lot lay between the sons of 
Judah and the sons of Joseph. 

12 ®Their border on the north side 
was from the Jordan, then the border 
went up to the side of Jericho on the 
north, and went up through the hill 
country westward, and fit ended at 
the wilderness of Beth-aven. Jos 16:1 

13 From there the border contin- 
ued to 8Luz, to the side of Luz (that is, 
Bethel) southward; and the border 
went down to Ataroth-addar, near the 
hill which lies on the south of 2lower 
Beth-horon. Ge 28:19: Ju 1:23 © Jos 16:3 

14 The border extended from 
there and turned round on the west 
side southward, from the hill which 
lies before Beth-horon southward; 


18:12 Lit the goings out of it were 
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and fit ended at Kiriath-baal (that is, 
Kiriath-jearim), a city of the sons of 
Judah. This was the west side. 

15 Then the 8south side was from 
the edge of Kiriath-jearim, and the 
border went westward and went to 
the fountain of the waters of Neph- 
toah. Jos 15:5-9 

16 The border went down to the 
edge of the hill which is in the ®valley 
of Ben-hinnom, which is in the valley 
of Rephaim northward; and it went 
down to the valley of Hinnom, to the 
slope of the Jebusite southward, and 
went down to En-rogel. 2 Ki 23:10 

17 It. extended northward and 
went to En-shemesh and went to 
Geliloth, which is opposite the ascent 
of Adummim, and it went down to 
the stone of Bohan the son of 
Reuben. 

18 It continued to the side in front 
of the Arabah northward and went 
down to the Arabah. 

19 The border continued to the 
side of Beth-hoglah northward; and 
the border ended at the north bay 
of the Salt Sea, at the south end of 
ai Jordan. This was the south bor- 

er. 

20 Moreover, the Jordan was its 
border on the east side. This was the 
inheritance of the sons of Benjamin, 
according to their families and ac- 
cording to its borders all around. 

21 Now the cities of the tribe of 
the sons of Benjamin according to 
their families were Jericho and Beth- 
hoglah and Emek-keziz, 

22 and Beth-arabah and Zema- 
raim and Bethel, 

23 and Avvim and Parah and 
Ophrah, 

24 and Chephar-ammoni and 
Ophni and ®Geba; twelve cities with 


their villages. Ez 2:26; Is 10:29 
25 Gibeon and Ramah = and 
Beeroth, 


26 and Mizpeh and Chephirah 
and Mozah, 

27 and Rekem and Irpeel and 
Taralah, 

28 and ®Zelah, Haeleph and the 
Jebusite (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah, 
Kiriath; fourteen cities with their vil- 
lages. This is the inheritance of the 
Rgons of Benjamin according to their 
families. 2 Sa 21:14 © Nu 26:38 
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Territory of Simeon } 
l Then the second lot "fell to 

J Simeon, to the tribe of the sons 
of Simeon according to their families, 
and their inheritance was in the midst 
of the inheritance of the sons of 
Judah. Lit came out 

2 So they had as their inheri- 
tance Beersheba or 'Sheba and Mo- 
ladah, In Jos 15:26, Shema 

3 and Hazar-shual and Balah 
and Ezem, 

4 and Eltolad and Bethul and 
Hormah, 

5 and Ziklag and Beth-mar- 
caboth and Hazar-susah, 

6 and Beth-lebaoth and Sharu- 
hen; thirteen cities with their villages; 

7 Ain, Rimmon and Ether and 
Ashan; four cities with their villages; 

8 and all the villages which were 
around these cities as far as Baalath- 
beer, Ramah of the Negev. This was 
the inheritance of the tribe of the sons 
of Simeon according to their families. 

9 The inheritance of the sons of 
Simeon was taken from the portion 
of the sons of Judah, for the share of 
the sons of Judah was too large for 
them; so the sons of Simeon received 
an inheritance in the midst of "Ju- 
dah’s inheritance. Lit their 


Territory of Zebulun 

10 Now the third lot came up for 
the sons of Zebulun according to their 
families. And the territory of their in- 
heritance was as far as Sarid. 

11 Then their border went up to 
the west and to Maralah, it then 
touched Dabbesheth and reached to 
the brook that is before Jokneam. 

12 Then it turned from Sarid to 
the east toward the sunrise as far as 
the border of Chisloth-tabor, and it 
proceeded to Daberath and ‘up to 
Japhia. Lit went up 

13 From there it continued east- 
ward toward the sunrise to Gath-hep- 
her, to Eth-kazin, and it proceeded to 
Rimmon which stretches to Neah. 

14 The border circled around it on 
the north to Hannathon, and it ended 
at the valley of Iphtahel. 

15 Included also were Kattah and 


18:14 Lit the goings out of it were 18:19 Lit goings 
out of the border were 
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Nahalal and Shimron and Idalah and 
Bethlehem; twelve cities with their 
villages. : 

16 This was the inheritance of the 
sons of Zebulun according to their 
families, these cities with their vil- 
lages. 


Territory of Issachar — 

17 The fourth lot "fell to Issachar, 
to the sons of Issachar according to 
their families. Lit came out 

18 Their territory was to Jezreel 
and included Chesulloth and 
RShunem, 1 Sa 28:4; 2 Ki 4:8 

19 and Hapharaim and Shion and 
Anaharath, 

20 and Rabbith and Kishion and 
Ebez, 

21 and Remeth and En-gannim 
and En-haddah and Beth-pazzez. 

22 The border reached to Tabor 
and Shahazumah and Beth-shemesh, 
and their border ended at the Jordan; 
sixteen cities with their villages. 

23 This was the inheritance of the 
tribe of the sons of Issachar accord- 
ing to their families, the cities with 
their villages. 


Territory of Asher 

24 Now the fifth lot "fell to the 
tribe of the sons of Asher according 
to their families. Lit came out 

25 Their territory was Helkath 
and Hali and Beten and Achshaph, 

26 and Allammelech and Amad 
and Mishal; and it reached to Carmel 
on the west and to Shihor-libnath. 

27 It turned toward the east to 
Beth-dagon and reached to Zebulun, 
and to the valley of Iphtahel north- 
ward to Beth-emek and Neiel; then it 
proceeded on north to ®Cabul, 1xi9:13 

28 and Ebron and Rehob: and 
Hammon and Kanah, as far as Great 

RSidon. Ge 10:19; Ju 1:31; Ac 27:3 

29 The border turned to Ramah 
and to the fortified city of Tyre; then 
the border turned to Hosah, and Tit 
ended at the sea by the region of 
RAchzib. Lit the goings out of it were e Ju 1:31 

30 Included also were Ummah, 
and Aphek and Rehob; twenty-two 
cities with their villages. 

31 This was the inheritance of the 
tribe of the sons of Asher according 
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to their families, these cities with a 
villages. 


Territory of Naphtali ) 

32 ‘The sixth lot Tfell to the sons of 
Naphtali; to the sons of Naphtali ac- 
cording to their families. Lit came out 

33. Their border was from Heleph, 
from the oak in Zaanannim and 
Adami-nekeb and Jabneel; as far as 
Lakkum, and it ended at the Jordan.: 

34 Then the border turned west- 
ward to Aznoth-tabor and proceeded 
from there to Hukkok; and it reached 
to Zebulun on the south and !touched 
Asher on the west, and to Judah at the 
Jordan toward the east.» Or reached to 

35 The fortified cities were Zid- 
dim, Zer and 3Hammath, Rakkath 
and ®Chinnereth, — Ge 10:18; 1 Ki 8:65 ¢ De 3:17 

36 and Adamah and Ramah and 
Hazor, 

37 and Kedesh and Edrei and En- 
hazor, 

38 and Yiron aad Migdal-el, 
Horem and Beth-anath and Beth- 
shemesh; nineteen cities with their 
villages: 

39 This was the inheritance of the 
tribe of the sons of Naphtali accord- 
ing to their families, the cities with 
their villages. 


Territory of Dan 

40 The seventh lot ‘fell to the tribe 
of the sons of Dan according to their 
families: Lit came out 

41 The territory of their inheri- 
tance was Zorah and Eshtaol and Ir- 
shemesh, 

42 and Shaalabbin and Aijalon 
and Ithlah, 
Biker and Elon and Timnah and 

ro 

44 and Eltekeh and Gibbethon 
and Baalath, 

45 and J ehud and Bene-berak and 
Gath-rimmon, 

46 and Me-jarkon and Rakkon, 
with the territory over against Joppa. 

47 The territory of the sons of 

Dan proceeded beyond them; for the 
sons of Dan went up and fought with 
Leshem and captured it. Then they 
struck it with the edge of the sword 
and possessed it and settled in it; and 
they called "Leshem Dan after the 
name of Dan their father. ju 18:1 Ju 18:29 
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_48 This was the inheritance of the 

tribe of the sons of Dan according to 
their families, these cities with their 
villages. 
__ 49 When they finished apportion- 
ing the land for inheritance by its bor- 
ders, the sons of Israel gave an 
inheritance in their midst to Joshua 
the son of Nun. 

50 In accordance with the com- 
mand of the Lorp they gave him the 
city for which he asked, Timnath- 
serah in the hill country of Ephraim. 
So he built the city and settled in it. 

51 8These are the inheritances 
which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua 
the son of Nun, and the heads of the 
Thouseholds of the tribes of the sons 
of Israel distributed by lot in Shiloh 
before the Lorp at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. So they finished di- 
viding the land. Jos 18:10 « Lit fathers 


Six Cities of Refuge 
2 Then the Lorp spoke to Joshua, 
saying, 


2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘Designate the cities of 
refuge, of which I spoke to you 
through Moses, — Nu 35:6-34; De 4:41-43; 19:2ff 

3 that the manslayer who ‘kills 
any person unintentionally, without 
premeditation, may flee there, and 
they shall become your refuge from 
the avenger of blood. Lit smites 

4 ‘He shall flee to one of these 
cities, and shall stand at the entrance 
of the gate of the city and state his 
case in the hearing of the elders of 
that city; and they shall take him into 
the city to them and give him a place, 
so that he may dwell among them. 

5 ‘Now &if the avenger of blood 
pursues him, then they shall not de- 
liver the manslayer into his hand, be- 
cause he struck his neighbor without 
premeditation and did not hate him 
beforehand. Nu 35:12 

6 ‘He shall dwell in that city Fun- 
til he stands before the congregation 
for judgment, until the death of the 
one who is high priest in those days. 
Then the manslayer shall return to his 
own city and to his own house, to the 
city from which he fled.’” Nu 35:12 

7 So they set apart Kedesh in 
Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali 
and Shechem in the hill country of 
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Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (that is, 
Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 
8 Beyond the Jordan east of Jeri- 
cho, they designated Bezer in the 
wilderness on the plain from the tribe 
of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead 
from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in 
Bashan from the tribe of Manasseh. 
__ 9 RThese were the appointed 
cities for all the sons of Israel and for 
the stranger who sojourns among 
them, that whoever ‘kills any person 
unintentionally may flee there, and 
not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood until he stands before the con- 
gregation. Nu 35:13ff ¢ Lit smites 


Forty-eight Cities of the Levites 
Then the heads of households of 
the Levites approached Eleazar 

the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, 

and the heads of households of the 
tribes of the sons of Israel. 

2 They spoke to them at Shiloh 
in the land of Canaan, saying, “’The 
LorpD commanded through Moses to 
give us cities to live in, with their pas- 
ture lands for our cattle.” Nu 35:2 

3 So the sons of Israel gave the 
Levites from their inheritance these 
cities with their pasture lands, ac- 
cording to the command of the Lorp. 

4 Then the lot came out for the 
families of the Kohathites. And the 
sons of Aaron the priest, who were of 
the Levites, received thirteen cities 
by lot from the tribe of Judah and 
from the tribe of the Simeonites and 
from the tribe of Benjamin. Lit had 

5 The rest of the sons of Kohath 
Treceived ten cities by lot from the 
families of the tribe of Ephraim and 
from the tribe of Dan and from the 
half-tribe of Manasseh. Lit had 

6 The sons of Gershon ‘received 
thirteen cities by lot from the families 
of the tribe of Issachar and from the 
tribe of Asher and from the tribe of 
Naphtali and from the half-tribe of 
Manasseh in Bashan. Lit had 

7 The sons of Merari according 
to their families ‘received twelve 
cities from the tribe of Reuben and 
from the tribe of Gad and from the 
tribe of Zebulun. Lit had 

8 Now the ®sons of Israel gave by 
lot to the Levites these cities with 
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their pasture lands, as the Lorp had 
commanded through Moses. | Ge49:5tf 

9 They gave these cities which 
are here mentioned by name from the 
tribe of the sons of Judah and from 
the tribe of the sons of Simeon; 

10 and they were for the sons of 
Aaron, one of the families of the Ko- 
hathites, of the sons of Levi, for the 
lot was theirs first. 

11. Thus 8they gave them Kiriath- 
arba, Arba being the ®father of Anak 
(that is, Hebron), in the hill country of 
Judah, with its surrounding pasture 
lands. 1 Ch 6:55 © Jos 14:15; 15:13 

12 But the fields of the city and its 
villages they gave to Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh as his possession. 

13 So ®to the sons of Aaron the 
priest they gave ®Hebron, the city of 
refuge for the manslayer, with its pas- 
ture lands, and Libnah with its pas- 
ture lands, 1 Ch 6:57 ¢ Jos 15:54 © Jos 15:42 

14 and ®Jattir with its pasture 
lands and 8Eshtemoa with its pasture 
lands, Jos 15:48 © Jos 15:50 

15 and THolon with its pasture 
lands and ®Debir with its pasture 
lands, In 1 Ch 6:58, Hilen ¢ Jos 15:49 

16 and Ain with its pasture lands 
and Juttah with its pasture lands and 
Beth-shemesh with its pasture lands; 
nine cities from these two tribes. 

17 From the tribe of Benjamin, 
RGibeon with its pasture lands, 5Geba 
with its pasture lands, Jos 18:25 Jos 18:24 

18 Anathoth with its pasture lands 
and ‘Almon with its pasture lands; 
four cities. In 1 Ch 6:60, Allemeth 

19 All the cities of the sons of 
Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities 
with their pasture lands. 

20 Then the cities from the tribe 
of Ephraim were allotted to the fam- 
ilies of the sons of Kohath, the 
Levites, even to the rest of the sons 
of Kohath. 

21 They gave them ®Shechem, the 
city of refuge for the manslayer, with 
its pasture lands, in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and Gezer with its pasture 
lands, Jos 20:7 

22 and Kibzaim with its pasture 
lands and Beth-horon with its pasture 
lands; four cities. 

_23 From the tribe of Dan, Elteke 
with its pasture lands, Gibbethon with 
its pasture lands, 
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24 Aijalon with its pasture lands, 
Gath-rimmon with its pasture lands; 
four cities. 

25 From the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh, they allotted Taanach with its 
pasture lands and Gath-rimmon with 
its pasture lands; two cities. . 

26 Allthe cities with their pasture 
lands for the families of the rest of the 
sons of Kohath were ten. 

27. ®To the sons of Gershon, one of 
the families of the Levites, from the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, they gave 
Golan in Bashan, the city of refuge for 
the manslayer, with its pasture lands, 
and Be-eshterah with its pasture 
lands; two cities. 1Ch 6:71 

28 From the tribe of Issachar, they 
gave Kishion with its pasture lands, 
Daberath with its pasture lands, 

29. Jarmuth with its pasture lands, 
En-gannim with its pasture lands; 
four cities. 

30 From the tribe of Asher, they 
gave Mishal with its pasture lands, 
Abdon with its pasture lands, 

31 Helkath with its pasture lands 
and Rehob with its pasture lands; four 
cities. 

32 From the tribe of Naphtali, they 
gave ®Kedesh in Galilee, the city of 
refuge for the manslayer, with its pas- 
ture lands and Hammoth-dor with its 
pasture lands and Kartan with its pas- 
ture lands; three cities. Jos 20:7 

33 All the cities of the Gershonites 
according to their families were thir- 
teen cities with their pasture lands. 

34 To the families of the sons of 
Merari, the rest of the Levites, they 
gave from the tribe of Zebulun, 
Jokneam with its pasture lands and 
Kartah. with its pasture lands. 1¢n6-77 

35 Dimnah with its pasture lands; 
Nahalal with its pasture lands; four 
cities. 

36 From the tribe of Reuben, they 
gave Bezer with its pasture lands and 
Jahaz with its pasture lands, 

37 Kedemoth with its pasture 
lands and Mephaath with its pasture 
lands; four cities. 

38 From the tribe of Gad, they 
gave ®Ramoth in Gilead, the city of 
refuge for the manslayer, with its pas- 
ture lands and 3Mahanaim with its 
pasture lands, De 4:43; 1 Ki 4:13 © Ge 32:2: 2 Sa 2:8 

39 Heshbon with its pasture 
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lands, Jazer with its pasture lands; 
four cities in all. 

40 All these were the cities of the 
sons of Merari according to their fam- 
ilies, the rest of the families of the 
Levites; and their lot was twelve 
cities. 

41 RAll the cities of the Levites in 
the midst of the possession of the sons 
of Israel were forty-eight cities with 
their pasture lands. Nu 35:7 

42 These cities each had its sur- 
rounding pasture lands; thus it was 
with all these cities. 

43 ®So the Lorp gave Israel all the 
land which He had sworn to give to 
their fathers, and 8they possessed it 
and lived in it. De 34:4 * Nu 33:53; De 11:31: 17:14 

44 And the Lorp ®gave them rest 
on every side, according to all that He 
had sworn to their fathers, and no 
one of all their enemies stood before 
them; the Lorp gave all their enemies 
into their hand. Jos 1:13; 23:1 © De 7:24 

45 Not one of the good promises 
which the Lorp had ‘made to the 
house of Israel failed; all came to 
pass. Jos 23:14; 1 Ki 8:56 ¢ Lit spoken 


Tribes beyond Jordan Return 

2 D pons by Joshua summoned the 
Reubenites and the Gadites and 

the half-tribe of Manasseh, Nu 32:20-22 

2 and said to them, “You have 
kept all that Moses the servant of the 
Lorp commanded you, ®and have lis- 
tened to my voice in all that I com- 
manded you. Jos 1:12-18 

3 “You have not forsaken your 
brothers these many days to this day, 
but have kept the charge of the com- 
mandment of the Lorp your God. 

4 “And now &the Lorp your God 
has given rest to your brothers, as He 
spoke to them; therefore turn now 
and go to your tents, to the land of 
your possession, which Moses the ser- 
vant of the Lorp gave you beyond the 
Jordan. Nu 32:18; De 3:20 

5 “Only be very careful to ob- 

serve the commandment and the 
law which Moses the servant of the 
Lorp commanded you, to love the 
Lorp your God and walk in all His 
ways and keep His commandments 
and hold fast to Him and serve Him 
Rwith all your heart and with all your 
soul.” De 5:10 « De 4:29 
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6 So Joshua ®blessed them and 
sent them away, and they went to 
their tents. Ge 47:7: Jos 14:13; 2 Sa 6:18; Lk 24:50 

7 Now &to the one half-tribe of 
Manasseh Moses had given a posses- 
sion in Bashan, but to the other half 
Joshua gave a possession among their 
brothers westward beyond the Jor- 
dan. So when Joshua sent them away 
to their tents, he blessed them, nu 32:33 

8 and said to them, “Return to 
your tents with great riches and with 
very much livestock, with silver, gold, 
bronze, iron, and with very many 
clothes; ®divide the spoil of your ene- 
mies with your brothers.” 

The sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh returned home and departed 
from the sons of Israel at Shiloh 
which is in the land of Canaan, to go 
to the 8land of Gilead, to the land of 
their possession which they had pos- 
sessed, according to the command of 
the Lorp through Moses. — Nu 32:1, 26,29 


The Offensive Altar 

10 When they came to the region 
of the Jordan which is in the land of 
Canaan, the sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh built an altar there by the Jor- 
dan, a large altar in appearance. 

11 And the sons of Israel heard it 
said, “Behold, the sons of Reuben and 
the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh have built an altar at the 
frontier of the land of Canaan, in the 
region of the Jordan, on the side be- 
longing to the sons of Israel.” 

12 When the sons of Israel heard 
of it, the whole congregation of the 
sons of Israel gathered themselves 
at Shiloh to go up against them in 
war. Jos 18:1 
13 Then the sons of Israel sent to 
the sons of Reuben and to the sons of 
Gad and to the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh, into the land of Gilead, Phine- 
has the son of Eleazar the priest, 

14 and with him ten chiefs, one 
chief for each father’s household from 
each of the tribes of Israel; and ®each 
one of them was the head of his fa- 
ther’s household among the ‘thou- 
sands of Israel. Nu 1:4 ¢ Or families 


22:5 


JOSHUA 22:15 


15 They came to the sons of 
Reuben and to the sons of Gad and to 
the half-tribe of Manasseh, to the land 
of Gilead, and they spoke with them 
saying, 

16 “Thus says the whole congrega- 
tion of the Lorp, ‘What is this unfaith- 
ful act which you have committed 
against the God of Israel, turning away 
from following the Lorp this day, by 
Rpuilding yourselves an altar, to rebel 
against the Lorp this day? Jos 22:11 

17 ‘Is not ®the iniquity of Peor 
Tenough for us, from which we have 
not cleansed ourselves to this day, al- 
though a plague came on the congre- 
gation of the LORD, Nu 25:1-9 « Lit little for us 

18 that you must turn away this 
day from following the Lorp? If you 
rebel against the Lorp today, ®He will 
be angry with the whole congregation 
of Israel tomorrow. Nu 16:22 

19 ‘If, however, the land of your 
possession is unclean, then cross into 
the land of the possession of the 
Lorpb, where the Lorp’s tabernacle 
stands, and take possession among 
us. Only do not rebel against the 
Lorp, or rebel against us by building 
an altar for yourselves, besides the 
altar of the Lorp our God. Jos 22:11 

20 ‘Did not 8Achan the son of 
Zerah act unfaithfully in the things 
under the ban, and wrath fall on all 
the congregation of Israel? And that 
man did not perish alone in his iniq- 
uity.’” Jos 7:1-26 

21 Then the sons of Reuben and 
the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh answered and spoke to the 
heads of the families of Israel. 

22 “The Mighty One, God, the 
Lorp, the Mighty One, God, the Lorp! 
RHe knows, and may Israel itself 
know. If it was in rebellion, or if in an 
unfaithful act against the Lorp do not 
save us this day! 1 Ki8:39: Job 10:7; Ps 44:21 

23 “If we have built us an altar to 
turn away from following the Lorp, or 
if to Soffer a burnt offering or grain 
offering on it, or if to offer sacrifices 
of peace offerings on it, may the Lorp 
Himself require it. De 12:11 

24 “But truly we have done this 
out of concern, ‘for a reason, saying, 
‘In time to come your sons may say to 
our sons, “What have you to do with 
the Lorp, the God of Israel? 
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25 “For the Lorp has made the 
Jordan a border between us and you, 
you sons of Reuben and sons of Gad; 
you have no portion in the Lorp.” So 
your sons may make our sons stop 
fearing the Lorb.’ 

26 “Therefore we said, ‘Let us 
Tpuild an altar, not for burnt offering 
or for sacrifice; Lit prepare to build for ourselves 

27 rather it shall be a witness be- 
tween us and you and between our 
generations after us, that we are to 
perform the service of the LorpD be- 
fore Him with our burnt offerings, 
and with our sacrifices and with our 
peace offerings, so that your sons 
will not say to our sons in time to 
come, “You have no portion in the 
Lorp.”’ 

28 “Therefore we said, ‘It shall 
also come about if they say this to us 
or to our generations in time to come, 
then we shall say, “See the copy of the 
altar of the Lorp which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offering or for 
sacrifice; rather it is a witness be- 
tween us and you.”’ 

29 “Far be it from us that we 
should rebel against the Lorp and 
turn away from following the Lorp 
this day, by ®building an altar for 
burnt offering, for grain offering or 
for sacrifice, besides the altar of the 
Lorp our God which is before His 
Ftabernacle.” De 12:13f 

30 So when Phinehas the priest 
and the leaders of the congregation, 
even the heads of the families of Is- 
rael who were with him, heard the 
words which the sons of Reuben and 
the sons of Gad and the sons of Man- 
asseh spoke, it pleased them. 

31 And, Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar the priest said to the sons of 
Reuben and to the sons of Gad and to 
the sons of Manasseh, “Today we 
know that the Lorp is in our midst; 
because you have not committed this 
unfaithful act against the Lorp; now 
you have delivered the sons of Israel 
from the hand of the Lorp.” 

32 Then Phinehas the son. of 
Eleazar the priest and the leaders re- 
turned from the sons of Reuben and 
from the sons of Gad, from the land of 
Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the 
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sons of Israel, and brought back word 
to them. 

\ 33 The word pleased the sons of 
Israel, and the sons of Israel blessed 
God; and they did not speak of going 
up against them in war to destroy the 
land in which the sons of Reuben and 
the sons of Gad were living. 

34 The sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad called the altar Witness; 
“For,” they said, “it is a witness be- 
tween us that the Lorp is God.” 


Joshua’s Farewell Address 

2 Now it came about after many 
days, when the Lorp had given 

Rrest to Israel from all their enemies 

on every side, and Joshua was old, ad- 

vanced in years, Jos 21:44 

2 that Joshua called for all Is- 
rael, for their elders and their heads 
and their judges and their officers, 
and said to them, “I am old, advanced 
in years. Jos 24:1 

3 “And you have seen all that the 
Lorp your God has done to all these 
nations because of you, for the Lorp 
your God is He who has been fighting 
for you. De 1:30 

4 “See, 8] have apportioned to 
you these nations which remain as an 
inheritance for your tribes, with all 
the nations which I have cut off, from 
the Jordan even to the Great Sea to- 
ward the setting of the sun. Ex 23:30 

5 “The Lorp your God, He will 
thrust them out from before you and 
drive them from before you; and you 
will possess their land, just as the 
Lorp your God promised you. 

6 “RBe very firm, then, to keep 
and do all that is written in the 
book of the law of Moses, so that you 
may not turn aside from it to the right 
hand or to the left, De 5:32; Jos 1:7 

7 so that you will not associate 
with these nations, these which re- 
main among you, or ®mention the 
name of their gods, or make anyone 
swear by them, or ®serve them, or 
bow down to them. &x 23:13; Ps 16:4 ° Ex 20:5 

8 “But you are to cling to the 
Lorp your God, as you have done to 
this day. 

9 “RFor the Lorp has driven out 
great and strong nations from before 
you; and as for you, no man has stood 
before you to this day. Ex 23:23, 30 
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_10 “8One of your men puts to 
flight a thousand, for the Lorp your 
God is He who fights for you, just as 
He promised you. Le 26:8; De 28:7; 32:20 

11 “So take diligent heed to your- 
selves to love the Lorpb your God. 

12 “For if you ever go back and 
Rcling to the rest of these nations, 
these which remain among you, and 
intermarry with them, so that you 
Tassociate with them and they with 
you, Ex 34:15, 16; Ps 106:34, 35 ¢ Lit go among 

13 know with certainty that the 
Lorp your God will not continue to 
drive these nations out from before 
you; but they will be a snare and a 
trap to you, and a whip on your sides 
and thorns in your eyes, until you per- 
ish from off this good land which the 
Lorp your God has given you. 

14 “Now behold, today 81 am 

going the way of all the earth, 
and you know in all your hearts and 
in all your souls that not one word of 
all the good words which the Lorp 
your God spoke concerning you has 
failed; all have been fulfilled for you, 
not one of them has failed. 1 Ki 2:2 

15 “It shall come about that just as 
all the good words which the Lorp 
your God spoke to you have come 
upon you, so ®8the Lorp will bring 
upon you all the threats, until He has 
destroyed you from off this good land 
which the Lorp your God has given 

ou. Le 26:14-33; De 28:15 

16 “RWhen you transgress the 
covenant of the Lorp your God, which 
He commanded you, and go and serve 
other gods and bow down to them, 
then the anger of the Lorp will burn 
against you, and you will perish 
quickly from off the good land which 
He has given you.” De 4:25, 26 


Joshua Reviews Israel’s History 
Wadd Mixes RJoshua gathered all the 
tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 
called for the elders of Israel and for 
their heads and their judges and their 
officers; and they presented them- 
selves before God. Jos 23:2 
2 Joshua said to all the people, 
“Thus says the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael, ‘From ancient times your fathers 
lived beyond the ‘River, namely, 
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RTerah, the father of Abraham and the 
father of Nahor, and they served other 
Ss. Ge 11:27-32 

3 ‘Then 8] took your father Abra- 

ep from beyond the River, and led 
him through all the land of Canaan, 
and multiplied his descendants and 
gave him Isaac. Ge 12:1; 24:7 © Ge 15:5 

4 ‘To Isaac I gave ®Jacob and 
Esau, and to Esau I gave Mount Seir 
to possess it; but Jacob and his sons 
went down to Egypt. Ge 25:25, 26 « Ge 46:6, 7 

5 “Then ®I sent Moses and Aaron, 
and I plagued Egypt ‘by what I did in 
its midst; and afterward I brought you 
out. Ex 4:14-17 ¢ Lit according to 

6 ‘I brought your fathers out of 
Egypt, and you came to the sea; and 
Egypt pursued your fathers with char- 
iots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 

7 ‘But when they cried out to the 
Lorp, He put darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them and covered them; and 
your own eyes saw what I did in 
Egypt. And ®you lived in the wilder- 
ness for a long time. De 1:46; 2:14 

8 ‘Then I brought you into the 
land of the Amorites who lived be- 
yond the Jordan, and they fought with 
you; and I gave them into your hand, 
and you took possession of their land 
when I destroyed them before you. 

9 ‘Then 8Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab, arose and fought 
against Israel, and he sent and sum- 
moned Balaam the son of Beor to 
curse you. Nu 22:2-6 

10 ‘But I was not willing to listen 
to Balaam. So he had to bless you, 
and I delivered you from his hand. 

11 ‘You crossed the Jordan and 
came to Jericho; and the citizens of 
Jericho fought against you, and the 
Amorite and the Perizzite and the 
Canaanite and the Hittite and the Gir- 
gashite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. 
Thus I gave them into your hand. 

12 ‘Then I sent the hornet before 
you and it drove out the two kings of 
the Amorites from before you, but not 
by your sword or your bow. 

13 ‘8] gave you a land on which 
you had not labored, and cities which 
you had not built, and you have lived 
in them; you are eating of vineyards 
and olive groves which you did not 
plant.’ De 6:10, 11 
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“We Will Serve the Lorp” 
14 “Now, therefore, "fear the 
Lorp and serve Him in sincerity 
and truth; and put away the gods 
which your fathers served beyond the 
puck and in Egypt, and serve the 
De 10:12; 18:13; 1 Sa 12:24 
ait “If it is disagreeable in your 
sight to serve the Lorp, choose for 
yourselves today whom. you will 
serve: whether the gods which your 
fathers served which were beyond the 
River, or ®the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land*you are living; but as for 
me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.” Ju 6:10 

16 The people answered and said, 
“Far be it from us that we should for- 
sake the Lorp to serve other gods; 

17 for the Lorp our God is He who 
brought us and our fathers up out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of 
Tpondage, and who did these great 
signs in our sight and preserved us 
through all the way in which we went 
and among all the peoples through 
whose midst we passed. Lit bondmen 

18 “The Lorp drove out from be- 
fore us all the peoples, even the Amor- 
ites who lived in the land. We also will 
serve the Lorp, for He is our God.” 

19 Then Joshua said to the people, 
“You will not be able to serve the 
Lorp, ®for He is a holy God. He is a 
jealous God; He will not forgive your 
transgression or your SiNS. »Le 19:2; 20:7, 26 

20 “If you forsake the Lorp and 
serve foreign gods, then He will turn 
and do you harm and consume you 
after He has done good to you.” 

21 The people said to Joshua, “No, 
but we will serve the Lorn.” 

22 Joshua said to the people, “You 
are witnesses against yourselves that 
Ryou have chosen for yourselves the 
Lorp, to serve Him.” And they said, 
“We are witnesses.” Ps 119:173 

23. “Now therefore, put away the 
foreign gods which are in your midst, 
and incline your hearts to the Lorp, 
the God of Israel.” 1 Ki8:57, 58; Ps 119:36: 141:4 
o> 24 The people said to Joshua, 

“We will serve the Lorp our God 

and we will obey His voice.” 
25 ®So Joshua made a covenant 
with the people that day, and made for 
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them a statute and an ordinance in 
Shechem. Ex 24:8 
26 And Joshua R8wrote these 
words in the book of the law of God; 
and he took a large stone and set it up 
there under the oak that was by the 
sanctuary of the Lorp. De 31:24 
27 Joshua said to all the people, 
“Behold, 8this stone shall be for a wit- 
ness against us, for it has heard all the 
words of the Lorp which He spoke "to 
us; thus it shall be for a witness 
against you, so that you do not deny 
your God.” Jos 22:27, 34 © Lit with 
28 Then Joshua dismissed the 
people, each to his inheritance. 


Joshua’s Death and Burial 

29 It came about after these things 
that Joshua the son of Nun, the ser- 
vant of the Lorp, died, being one hun- 
dred and ten years old. 
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30 And they buried him in the ter- 
ritory of his inheritance in 8Timnath- 
serah, which is in the hill country of 
Ephraim, on the north of Mount 
Gaash. Jos 19:50 

31 Israel served the Lorp all the 
days of Joshua and all the days of the 
elders who survived Joshua, and had 
known all the deeds of the Lorp 
which He had done for Israel. —gu2:6f 

32 Now &they buried the bones of 
Joseph, which the sons of Israel 
brought up from Egypt, at Shechem, 
in the piece of ground Rwhich Jacob 
had bought from the sons of Hamor 
the father of Shechem for one hun- 
dred pieces of money; and they be- 
came the inheritance of Joseph’s 
SONS. Ge 50:24, 25; Ex 13:19 ¢ Ge 33:19; Jo 4:5; Ac 7:15f 

33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron 
died; and they buried him at Gibeah 
of Phinehas his son, which was given 
him in the hill country of Ephraim. 


EOD Gx.S 


Author: Although the author of Judges 
is anonymous, Jewish tradition 
contained in the Talmud _at- 
tributes Judges to Samuel. 
Samuel lived during the time 
the book could have been writ- 
ten, and he was a principle 
character in the transition to 
the next phase. He would have 
been aware of the events that 
occur in the book. Samuel cer- 
tainly was the crucial link be- 
tween the period of the judges 
and the period of the kings. 
His prophetic ministry clearly 
fits the moral commentary of 
Judges, and the consistent 
style and orderly scheme of 
the book points to a single 
compiler. 


Time: c. 1380-1045 B.c. 
Key Verse: Ju 2:20-21 


Jerusalem Is Captured 
Now it came about after the death 
of Joshua that the sons of Israel in- 
quired of the Lorn, saying, “Who shall 
go up first for us against the Canaan- 
ites, to fight against them?” 

The Lorp said, “8Judah shall 
go up; behold, I have given the land 
into his hand.” Ge 49:8 

3 Then Judah said to Simeon his 
brother, “Come up with me into 'the 
territory allotted me, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites; and "lin 
turn will go with you into ‘the terri- 
tory allotted you.” So Simeon went 
with him. Lit my lot ¢ Lit I, even ¢ Lit your lot 

4 Judah went up, and the Lorp 
gave the Canaanites and the Per- 
izzites into their hands, and they de- 
feated ten thousand men at Bezek. 

5 They found Adoni-bezek in 
Bezek and fought against him, and 


During the Book of Judges, the 

land wasn’t fully, conquered. 
There was political chaos. The 
Israelites ,appeared. to live 
mostly in the land, between the 
cities of the Philistines, who 
dominate them much of the 
time. Two common phrases 
occur in the book: The first is 
the Israelites “did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD.” 
The second is. “every man did 
what was right in his own 
eyes.” In the midst of this sit- 
uation.God raises up judges, 
who in addition to playing the 
role of adjudicator, also pro- 
vide leadership in pulling the 
tribes together to fight the un- 
conquered nations. Most are 
reluctant. Nevertheless, God is 
able to use them and demon- 
strate His power through these 
individuals. 


Theme: 


they ‘defeated the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites. Lit smote 

6 But Adoni-bezek fled; and they 
pursued him and caught him and cut 
off his thumbs and big toes. 

7 Adoni-bezek said, “Seventy 
kings with their thumbs and their big 
toes cut off used to gather up scraps 
under my table; as I have done, so 
God has repaid me.” So they brought 
him to Jerusalem and he died there. 

8 Then the sons of Judah fought 
against Jerusalem and captured it and 
struck it with the edge of the sword 
and set the city on fire. 

9 Afterward the sons of Judah 
went down to fight against the 
Canaanites living in the hill country 
and in the "Negev and in the low- 

and. 
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10 8So Judah went against the 
Canaanites who lived in Hebron (now 
the. name of Hebron formerly: was 
Kiriath-arba); and they struck Sheshai 
and Ahiman and Talmai. Jos 15:13-19 


Capture of Other Cities 

1] Then from there he went 
against the inhabitants of Debir (now 
the name of Debir formerly was 
Kiriath-sepher). Jos 15:15 

12 And Caleb said, “The one who 
attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures 
it, I will even give him my daughter 
Achsah for a wife.” 

13 ROthniel the son of Kenaz, 
_ Caleb’s younger brother, captured it; 
so he gave him his daughter Achsah 
for a wife. Ju 3:9 

14 Then it came about when she 
came to him, that she persuaded him 
to ask her father for a field. Then she 
alighted from her donkey, and Caleb 
said to her, “What do you want?” 

15 She said to him, “Give me a 
blessing, since you have given me the 
land of the ‘Negev, give me also 
springs of water.” So Caleb gave her 
the upper springs and the lower 
springs. 

16 The descendants of the Kenite, 
Moses’ father-in-law, went up from 
the city of palms with the sons of 
Judah, to the wilderness of Judah 
which is in the south of Arad; and 
they went and lived with the people. 

17 Then Judah went with Simeon 
his brother, and they struck the 
Canaanites living in Zephath, and ut- 
terly destroyed it. So the name of the 
city was called SHormah. Nu 21:3 

18 And Judah took Gaza with its 
territory and Ashkelon with its terri- 
tory and Ekron with its territory. 

19 Now the Lorp was with Judah, 
and they took possession of the hill 
country; but they could not drive out 
the inhabitants of the valley because 
they had iron chariots. Jos 17:16; Ju 4:3, 13 

20 Then they gave Hebron to 
Caleb, as Moses had promised; and 
he drove out from there ®the three 
sons of Anak. Jos 14:9 * Jos 15:14; Ju 1:10 

21 But the sons of Benjamin did 
not drive out the Jebusites who lived 
in Jerusalem; so the Jebusites have 
lived with the sons of Benjamin in 
Jerusalem to this day. Jos 15:63; Ju 1:8 
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22 Likewise the house of Joseph 
went up against Bethel, and the Lorp 
was with them. 

23 The house of Joseph spied out 
Bethel @now the name of the city was 
formerly Luz). Ge 28:19 

24 The spies saw a man coming 
out of the city and they said to him, 
“Please show us the entrance to the 
city and we will treat you kindly.” 

25 So he showed them the en- 
trance to the city, and they struck the 
city with the edge of the sword, ®but 
they let the man and all his family go 
free. Jos 6:25 

26 The man went into the land of 
the Hittites and built a city and named 
it Luz which is its name to this day. 


Places Not Conquered 

27 ®But Manasseh did not take 
possession of Beth-shean and its vil- 
lages, or Taanach and its villages, or 
the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, 
or the inhabitants of Ibleam and its 
villages, or the inhabitants of Me- 
giddo and its villages; so ®the Ca- 
naanites persisted in living in that 
land. Jos 17:12 ¢ Ju 1:1 

28 It came about when Israel be- 
came strong, that they put the 
Canaanites to forced labor, but they 
did not drive them out completely. 

29 ®Ephraim did not drive out the 
Canaanites who were living in Gezer; 
so the Canaanites lived in Gezer 
among them. Jos 16:10 

30 Zebulun did not drive out the 
inhabitants of Kitron, or the inhabi- 
tants of "Nahalol; so the Canaanites 
lived among them and became sub- 
ject to forced labor. 

31 Asher did not drive out the in- 
habitants of Acco, or the inhabitants 
of Sidon, or of Ahlab, or of Achzib, or 
of Helbah, or of Aphik, or of Rehob. 

32 So the Asherites lived among 
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the 
land; for they did not drive them out. 

33 Naphtali did not drive out the 
inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, or the 
inhabitants of Beth-anath, but lived 
among the Canaanites, the inhabi- 
tants of the land; and the inhabitants 


1:15 Le. South country 1:30 Perhaps same as 
Nahalal 
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of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath be- 
came forced labor for them. 

34 Then the Amorites ‘forced the 
sons of Dan into the hill country, for 
they did not allow them to come down 
to the valley; Lit pressed 

35 yet the Amorites persisted in 
Tliving in Mount Heres, in Aijalon and 
in Shaalbim; but when the power of 
the house of Joseph grew strong, they 
became forced labor. Lit dwelling 

36 The border of the Amorites ran 
from the 8ascent of Akrabbim, from 
Sela and upward. Jos 15:3 


Israel Rebuked 
Now &the angel of the Lorp came 
up from Gilgal to 3Bochim. And he 
said, “RI brought you up out of Egypt 
and led you into the land which I have 
sworn to your fathers; and I said, ‘I 
will never break My covenant with 
you, Ju 6:11; 13:2-21 ¢ Ju 2:5 ¢ Ex 20:2 
2 and as for you, you shall make 
no covenant with the inhabitants of 
this land; ®you shall tear down their 
altars. But you have not obeyed Me; 
what is this you have done? Ex 34:12; 13 
3 “Therefore I also said, ‘81 will 
not drive them out before you; but 
they will ‘become ®as thorns in your 
sides and their gods will be a snare to 
you.” Jos 23:13 «Nu 33:55 
4 When the angel of the Lorp 
spoke these words to all the sons of 
Israel, the people lifted up their voices 
and wept. 
5 So they named that place 
FBochim; and there they sacrificed to 
the Lorp. 


Joshua Dies 

6 "When Joshua had dismissed 
the people, the sons of Israel went 
each to his inheritance to possess the 
land. Jos 24:28-31 

7 The people served the Lorp all 
the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders who survived Joshua, who 
had seen all the great work of the 
Lorpb which He had done for Israel. 

8 Then Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the Lorp, died at the 
age of one hundred and ten. 

9 And they buried him in the ter- 
ritory of 8his inheritance in Timnath- 
heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, 
north of Mount Gaash. Jos 19:49f 
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10 All that generation also were 
gathered to their fathers; and there 
arose another generation after them 
who 8did not know the Lorp, nor yet 
the work which He had done for Is- 
rael. Ex 5:2; 1 Sa 2:12 


Israel Serves Baals 

11 Then the sons of Israel did ®evil 
in the sight of the Lorp and served 
the RBaals, — Ju 3:7, 12; 4:1; 6:1 © Ju 6:25; 8:33; 10:6 

12. and 8they forsook the Lorp, the 
God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and fol- 
lowed other gods from among the 
gods of the peoples who were around 
them, and bowed themselves down to 
them; thus they provoked the Lorp to 
anger. De 31:16 

13 So they forsook the Lorp and 
Rgerved Baal and the Ashtaroth. su 10:6 

14 The anger of the Lorp burned 
against Israel, and He gave them into 
the hands of plunderers who plun- 
dered them; and He sold them into the 
hands of their enemies around them, 
so that they could no longer stand be- 
fore their enemies. 

15 Wherever they went, the hand 
of the Lorp was against them for evil, 
as the Lorp had spoken and as the 
Lorp had sworn to them, so that they 
were severely distressed, 

16 Then the Lorp raised up judges 
who delivered them from the hands of 
those who plundered them. 

17 Yet they did not listen to their 
judges, for they played the harlot after 
other gods- and bowed themselves 
down to them. They turned aside 
quickly from the way 8in which their 
fathers had walked in obeying the 
commandments of the Lorp; they did 
not do as their fathers. Ju 2:7 
_ 18 When the Lorp raised up 
judges for them, ®the Lorp was with 
the judge and delivered them from the 
hand of their enemies all the days of 
the judge; for the Lorp was moved to 
pity by their groaning because of 
those who oppressed and afflicted 
them. Jos 1:5 ¢ De 32:36; Ps 106:44 
_ 19 But it came about when the 
judge died, that they would turn back 
and act more corruptly than their fa- 


2:3 Some ancient mss read be adversaries, and 
2:5 Le. weepers 2:11 Or worshiped 
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thers, in following other gods to serve 
them and bow down to them; they did 
not abandon their practices or their 
stubborn ways. 

20 ®So the anger of the Lorp 
burned against Israel, and He said, 
“Because this nation has transgressed 
My covenant which I commanded 
their fathers and has not listened to 
My voice, Ju 2:14 

21 8] also will no longer drive out 
before them any of the nations which 
Joshua left when he died, Jos 23:4,5, 13 

22 in order to ®test Israel by them, 
whether they will keep the way of the 
Lorp to walk in it as their fathers "did, 
- or not.” De 8:2; 13:3 « Lit kept 
23 So the Lorp allowed those na- 


_ tions to remain, not driving them out 


quickly; and He did not give them into 
the hand of Joshua. 


Idolatry Leads to Servitude 
RNow these are the nations which 
the Lorn left, to test Israel by them 
(that is, all who had not experienced 
any of the wars of Canaan; Ju 1:1; 2:21, 22 

2 only in order that the genera- 
tions of the sons of Israel might be 
taught war, ‘those who had not ‘ex- 
perienced it formerly). Lit only Lit known 

3 These nations are: the five 
lords of the Philistines and all the 
Canaanites and the Sidonians and 
Rthe Hivites who lived in Mount 
Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon 
as far as Lebo-hamath. Jos 9:7; 11:19 

4 They were for ®testing Israel, to 
find out if they would obey the com- 
mandments of the Lorp, which He 
had commanded their fathers 
Tthrough Moses. De 8:2 ® Lit by the hand of 

5 The sons of Israel lived among 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites; Ps 106:35 

6 and they took their daughters 
for themselves as wives, and gave 
their own daughters to their sons, and 
served their gods. 

7 The sons of Israel did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lorp, and for- 
got the Lorp their God and served the 
Baals and the *Asheroth. 

8 Then the anger of the Lorp 
was kindled against Israel, so that He 
sold them into the hands of Cushan- 
rishathaim king of ‘Mesopotamia; 
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and the sons of Israel served Cushan- 
rishathaim eight years. Heb Aram-naharaim 


The First Judge Delivers Israel 

9 When the sons of Israel cried 
to the Lorp, the Lorp raised up a de- 
liverer for the sons of Israel to deliver 
them, ®Othniel the son of Kenaz, 
Caleb’s younger brother. Ju 1:13 

10 The Spirit of the Lorp came 
upon him, and he judged Israel. 
When he went out to war, the 
Lorp gave Cushan-rishathaim king 
of ‘Mesopotamia into his hand, so 
that he prevailed over Cushan- 
rishathaim. Nu 11;25-29; 24:2 © Heb Aram 

11 Then the land had rest forty 
aoe And Othniel the son of Kenaz 

ied. 

12 Now the sons of Israel again 
Rdid evil in the sight of the Lorp. So 
Rthe Lorp strengthened Eglon the 
king of Moab against Israel, because 
they had done evil in the sight of the 
LORD. Ju 2:11 ¢ Ju 2:14 

13 And he gathered to himself the 
sons of Ammon and Amalek; and he 
went and defeated Israel, and they 
possessed the city of the palm trees. 

14 The sons of Israel served Eglon 
the king of Moab eighteen years. 


Ehud Delivers from Moab 

15 But when the sons of Israel 
Rcried to the Lorp, the Lorp raised up 
a deliverer for them, Ehud the son of 
Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed 
man. And the sons of Israel sent trib- 
ute by “him to Eglon the king of 
Moab. Ps 78:34 © Lit his hand 

16 Ehud made himself a sword 
which had two edges, a cubit in 
length, and he bound it on his right 
thigh under his cloak. 

17 He presented the tribute to 
Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a 
very fat man. 

18 It came about when he had fin- 
ished presenting the tribute, that he 
sent away the people who had carried 
the tribute. 

19 But he himself turned back 
from the idols which were at Gilgal, 
and said, “I have a secret message for 
you, O king.” And he said, “Keep si- 


3:7 I.e. wooden symbol of a female deity 
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lence.” And all who attended him left 


im. 

20 Ehud came to him while he 
was sitting alone in his cool roof 
chamber. And Ehud said, “I have a 
message from God for you.” And he 
arose from his seat. : 

21 Ehud stretched out his left 
hand, took the sword from his right 
thigh and thrust it into his belly. 

22 The handle also went in after 
the blade, and the fat closed over the 
blade, for he did not draw the sword 
out of his belly; and the refuse came 


out. 

23 Then Ehud went out into the 
vestibule and shut the doors of the 
roof chamber behind him, and locked 
them. 

24 When he had gone out, his ser- 
vants came and looked, and behold, 
the doors of the roof chamber were 
locked; and they said, “He is only re- 
lieving himself in the cool room.” 

25 They waited until they "became 
anxious; but behold, he did not open 
the doors of the roof chamber. There- 
fore they took the key and opened 
them, and behold, their master had 
fallen to the floor dead. Lit were ashamed 

26 Now Ehud escaped while they 
were delaying, and he passed by the 
idols and escaped to Seirah. 

27 It came about when he had ar- 
rived, that he blew the trumpet in the 
hill country of Ephraim; and the sons 
of Israel went down with him from 
the hill country, and he was in front of 
them. Ju 6:34; 1 Sa 13:3 

28 He said to them, “Pursue them, 
for the Lorp has given your enemies 
the Moabites into your hands.” So 
they went down after him and seized 
Rthe fords of the Jordan opposite 
Moab, and did not allow anyone to 
cross. Ju 7:24; 12:5 

29 They struck down at that time 
about ten thousand Moabites, all ro- 
bust and valiant men; and no one es- 
caped. 

30 So Moab was subdued that day 
under the hand of Israel. And the land 
was undisturbed for eighty years. 


Shamgar Delivers from 
Philistines 

31 After him came 8Shamegar the 
son of Anath, who struck down six 
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hundred Philistines with an oxgoad; 
and he also saved Israel. Ju 5:6 


Deborah and Barak Deliver from 

Canaanites ALCON IE 
Then 8the sons of Israel again did 
evil in the sight of the Lorp, after 

Ehud died. Ju 2:19 

2 And the Lorp sold them into 
the hand of §Jabin king of Canaan, 
who reigned in Hazor; and the com- 
mander of his army was Sisera, who 
lived in Harosheth-hagoyim. Jos 11:1, 10 

3 The sons of Israel cried to the 
Lorp; for he had nine hundred 8iron 
chariots, and he oppressed the sons of 
Israel severely for twenty years. Ju 1:19 

Now Deborah, a 'prophetess, 
the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Is- 
rael at that time. Lit woman prophetess 

5 She used to ‘sit under the palm 
tree of Deborah between Ramah and 
Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; 
and the sons of Israel came up to her 
for judgment. Or live 

6 Now she sent and summoned 
Barak the son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh-naphtali, and said to him, 
“Behold, the Lorp, the God of Israel, 
has commanded, ‘Go and march to 
Mount Tabor, and take with you ten 
thousand men from the sons of Naph- 
tali and from the sons of Zebulun. 

7 ‘I will draw out to you Sisera, 
the commander of Jabin’s army, with 
his chariots and his ‘many troops to 
the river Kishon, and ®I will give him 
into your hand.” Lit multitude « Ps 83:9 

8 Then Barak said to her, “If you 
will go with me, then I will go; but if 
you will not go with me, I will not go.” 

9 She said, “I will surely go with 
you; nevertheless, the honor shall not 
be yours on the journey that you are 
about to take, ®for the Lorp will sell 
Sisera into the hands of a woman.” 
Then Deborah arose and went with 
Barak to Kedesh. Ju 4:21 

10 Barak called ®Zebulun and 
Naphtali together to Kedesh, and ten 
thousand men went up with him; Deb- 
orah also went up with him. Ju 5:18 

11 Now Heber &the Kenite had 
separated himself from the Kenites, 
from the sons of Hobab the father-in- 
law of Moses, and had pitched his tent 
as far away as the oak in Zaanannim, 
which is near Kedesh. Ju 1:16 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


273 


12 Then they told Sisera that 
Barak the son of Abinoam had gone 
up to Mount Tabor. 

13 Sisera called together all his 
chariots, knine hundred iron chariots, 
and all the people who were with him, 
from ®Harosheth-hagoyim to the river 
Kishon. Ju 4:3 Ju 4:2 

14 Deborah said to Barak, “Arise! 
For this is the day in which the Lorp 
has given Sisera into your hands; fbe- 
hold, the Lorp has gone out before 
you.” So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with ten thousand men 
following him. De 9:3; 2 Sa 5:24; Ps 68:7 

15 ®The Lorp routed Sisera and 
all his chariots and all his army with 
the edge of the sword before Barak; 
and Sisera alighted from his chariot 
and fled away on foot. Dé 7:23; Jos 10:10 

16 But Barak pursued the chariots 
and the army as far as Harosheth- 
hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera 
fell by the edge of the sword; not 
even one was left. Ex 14:28; Ps 83:9 

17 Now Sisera fled away on foot 
to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber 
- the Kenite, for there was peace be- 
tween Jabin the king of Hazor and the 
house of Heber the Kenite. 

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, 
and said to him, “Turn aside, my mas- 
ter, turn aside to me! Do not be 
afraid.” And he turned aside to her 
into the tent, and she covered him 
witha Trug. Or blanket 

19 RHe said to her, “Please give me 
a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” 
So she opened a fbottle of milk and 
gave him a drink; then she covered 
him. Ju 5:24-27 

20 He said to her, “Stand in the 
doorway of the tent, and it shall be if 
anyone comes and inquires of you, 
and says, ‘Is there anyone here?’ that 
you shall say, ‘No.’” 

21 But Jael, Heber’s wife, ®took a 
tent peg and ‘seized a hammer in her 
hand, and went secretly to him and 
drove the peg into his temple, and it 
went through into the ground; for he 
was sound asleep and exhausted. So 
he died. . Ju 5:26 © Lit placed 

22 And behold, as Barak pursued 
Sisera, Jael came out to meet him and 
said to him, “Come, and I will show 
you the man whom you are seeking.” 
And he entered ‘with her, and behold 
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Sisera was lying dead with the tent 
peg in his temple. Lit to 

23 So ®God subdued on that day 
Jabin the king of Canaan before the 
sons of Israel. Ne 9:24; Ps 18:47 

24 The hand of the sons of Israel 
pressed heavier and heavier upon 
Jabin the king of Canaan, until they 
had ‘destroyed Jabin the king of 
Canaan. Lit cut off 


The Song of Deborah and Barak 
een Deborah and Barak the 
son of Abinoam sang on that 
day, saying, Ex 15:1 
2 “RThat the leaders led in Israel, 
That ®the people volunteered, 
Bless the Lorpb! Ju 5:9 © Ps 110:3 
3 “Hear, O kings; give ear, O 
rulers! 
R]—_to the Lorp, I will sing, 
I will sing praise to the Lorp, 
the God of Israel. Ps 27:6 
4 “RLorpb, when You went out 
from Seir, 
When You marched from the 
field of Edom, 
RThe earth quaked, the 
heavens also dripped, 
Even the clouds dripped 
water. De 33:2; Ps 68:7 * Ps 68:8, 9 
5 “The mountains quaked at the 
presence of the Lorp, 
This Sinai, at the presence of 
the Lorp, the God of Israel. 
6 “In the days of Shamgar the 
son of Anath, 
In the days of Jael, the 
highways were deserted, 
And travelers went by 
roundabout ways. Ju 3:31 
7 “The peasantry ceased, they 
ceased in Israel, 
Until I, Deborah, arose, 
Until I arose, a mother in 
Israel. 
8 “RNew gods were chosen; 
Then war was in the gates. 
Not a shield or a spear was 


seen 
Among forty thousand in 
Israel. De 32:17 
9 “My heart goes out to ®the 
commanders of Israel, 


4:14 Or has not the Lorn gone...? 4:19 Ie. skin 
container 2% 5:1-5 
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The volunteers among the 
people; 

Bless the Lorp! Ju 5:2 

10 “8You who ride on white 

donkeys, 

You who sit on rich carpets, 

And you who travel on the 
road—sing! Ju 10:4; 12:14 


11 “At the sound of those who 
divide flocks among the 
watering places, 

There they shall recount the 
righteous deeds of the 
Lorpb, 

The righteous deeds for His 
peasantry in Israel. 

Then the people of the Lorp 
went down to the gates. 

yw 12 “RAwake, awake, Deborah; 
Awake, awake, sing a song! 

Arise, Barak, and 8take away 
your captives, O son of 
Abinoam. © Ps 57:8 Ps 68:18; Ep 4:8 

13 “Then survivors came down to 
the nobles; 

The people of the Lorp came 
down to me as warriors. 

14 “From Ephraim those whose 
root is in Amalek came 
down, 

Following you, Benjamin, with 
your peoples; 

From Machir commanders 
came down, 

And from Zebulun those who 
wield the staff of office. 

15 “And the princes of Issachar 
were with Deborah; 

As was Issachar, so was 
Barak; 

Into the valley they rushed Rat 
his Theels; 

Among the divisions of 
Reuben 

There were great resolves of 
heart. Ju 4:10 « Lit feet 

16 “Why did you sit among the 
Fsheepfolds, 

To hear the piping for the 
flocks? 

Among the divisions of 
Reuben 

There were great searchings 
of heart. Nu 32:1, 2, 24, 36 

17 “8Gilead ‘remained across the 
Jordan; 

And why did Dan stay in 
ships? 
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Asher sat at the seashore, — 
And remained by its - 
landings. Jos 22:9 © Or dwelt 
18 “®Zebulun was a people who 
despised their lives even to 
death, 
And Naphtali also, on the high 
places of the field. Ju 4:6, 10 
19 “8The kings came and fought; 
Then fought the kings of 
Canaan 
RAt Taanach near the waters: ) 
of Megiddo; 
They took no plunder in 
silver. Jos 11:1-5; Ju 4:13 «Ju 1:27 
20 “The stars fought from 
heaven, 
From their courses they 
fought against Sisera. 
21 “The oaths a Kishon swept 
them aw : 
The pent fe uaceae the 
torrent Kishon. 
RO my soul, march on with 
strength. Ex 15:2; Ps 44:5 
22 “Then the horses’ hoofs beat 
From the dashing, the dashing 
of his valiant steeds. 
23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the angel 
of the Lorp, 
‘Utterly curse its inhabitants; 
RBecause they did not come to 
the help of the Lorp; 
To the help of the Lorp 
against the warriors.’ | Jw 5:13 
24 “8Most blessed of women is 


Jael, 
The wife of Heber the Kenite; 
Most blessed is she of women 
in the tent. Ju 4:19-21 
25 “He asked for water and she 
gave him milk; 
In a magnificent bowl she 
brought him curds. 
26 “She reached out her hand for: 
the tent peg, 
And her right hand for the 
workmen’s hammer. 
Then she struck Sisera, she 
smashed his head; 
And she shattered and pierced 
his temple. 
27 “Between her feet he bowed, he 
fell, he lay; 
Between her feet he bowed, he 
ell; 


3% 5:12 5:16 Or saddlebags 
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_ Where he bowed, there he fell 
Tdead. Lit devastated 
28 “Out of the window she looked 
and lamented, 
The mother of Sisera through 


the ‘lattice, 

“Why does his chariot delay in 
coming? 

Why do the hoofbeats of his 
chariots tarry?’ Or window 

29 “Her wise princesses would 

answer her, 

Indeed she repeats her words 
to herself, 


30 ‘Are they not finding, are they 
not dividing the spoil? 

A maiden, two maidens for 
every warrior; 

To Sisera a spoil of dyed work, 

A spoil of dyed work 
embroidered, 

Dyed work of double 
embroidery on the neck of 
the spoiler?’ Ex 15:9 

31 “Thus let all Your enemies 
perish, O Lorp; 

RBut let those who love Him 
be like the rising of the sun 
in its might.” 

And the land was undisturbed for 
forty years. Ps 68:2; 92:9 © Ps 19:4-6; 89:36, 37 


Israel Oppressed by Midian 
Then the sons of Israel did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lorp; 
and the Lorp gave them into the 
hands of Midian seven years. —_Ju2:11 

2 The "power of Midian pre- 
vailed against Israel. Because of Mid- 
ian the sons of Israel made for 
themselves 8the dens which were in 
the mountains and the caves and the 
strongholds. Lit hand « 1 Sa 13:6; He 11:38 

3 For it was when Israel had 
sown, that the Midianites would come 
up with the Amalekites and the sons 
of the east and go against them. _ 

4 So they would camp against 
them and ®destroy the produce of the 
earth as far as Gaza, and ®leave no 
sustenance in Israel as well as no 
sheep, ox, or donkey. Le 26:16 ¢ De 28:31 

5 For they would come up with 
their livestock and their tents, they 
would come in like locusts for num- 
ber, both they and their camels were 
innumerable; and they came into the 
land to devastate it. Ju 7:12; 8:10 
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6 So Israel was brought ®very 
low etadicaes of Midian, and the sons 
of Israel cried to the Lorp. De 28:43 

7 Now it came about when the 
sons of Israel cried to the Lorp on ac- 
count of Midian, 

8 that the Lorp sent a prophet to 
the sons of Israel, and "he said to 
them, “Thus says the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, ‘It was I who brought you up 
from Egypt and brought you out from 
the house of "slavery: ju 2:1,2 Lit slaves 

9 ‘I delivered you from the hands 
of the Egyptians and from the hands 
of all your oppressors, and dispos- 
sessed them before you and gave you 
their land, 

10 and I said to you, “I am the 
Lorp your God; you 8shall not fear 
the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land you live. But you have not 
obeyed Me.”’” 2 Ki 17:35; Je 10:2 


Gideon Is Visited 

11 Then the angel of the Lorp 
came and sat under the oak that was 
in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 
the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was 
beating out wheat in the wine press in 
order to save it from the Midianites. 

12 The angel of the Lorp ap- 
peared to him and said to him, “The 
Lorp is with you, O valiant warrior.” 

13 Then Gideon said to him, “O 
my lord, if the Lorp is with us, why 
then has all this happened to us? And 
where are all His miracles which our 
fathers told us about, saying; ‘Did not 
the Lorp bring us up from Egypt?’ But 
now the Lorp has abandoned us and 
given us into the hand of Midian.” 

14 The Lorp looked at him and 
said, “8Go in this your strength and 
deliver Israel from the hand of Mid- 
ian. Have I not sent you?” He 11:32-34 

15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how 
shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my fam- 
ily is the least in Manasseh, and I am 
the youngest in my father’s house.” 

16 But the Lorp said to him, 
“Surely I will be with you, and you 
shall defeat Midian as one man.” 

17 So Gideon said to Him, “If 
now I have found favor in Your sight, 
then show me 8a sign that it is You 
who speak with me. Lit he + Ju 6:37; Is 38:7, 8 

18 “Please do not depart from 
here, until I come back to You, and 
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bring out my offering and lay it before 
You.” And He said, “I will remain until 
you return.” 

19 Then Gideon went in and pre- 
pared a young goat and unleavened 
bread from an Fephah of flour; he put 
the meat in a basket and the broth in 
a pot, and brought them out to him 
under the oak and presented them. 

20 The angel of God said to him, 
“Take the meat and the unleavened 
bread and lay them on this rock, and 
pour out the broth.” And he did so. 

21 Then the angel of the Lorp put 
out the end of the staff that was in his 
hand and touched the meat and the 
unleavened bread; and "fire sprang 
up from the rock and consumed the 
meat and the unleavened bread. Then 
the angel of the Lorp 'vanished from 
his sight. Le 9:24 ¢ Or departed 

22 When Gideon saw that he was 
the angel of the Lorp, he said, “Alas, 
O Lord Gop! For now I have seen the 
angel of the Lorn face to face.” 

23 The Lorp said to him, “Peace to 
you, do not fear; you shall not die.” 

24 Then Gideon built an altar 
there to the Lorp and named it The 
Lorp is Peace. To this day it is still 8in 
Ophrah of the Abiezrites. Ju 8:32 

25 Now on the same night the 
Lorp said to him, “Take your father’s 
bull and a second bull seven years 
old, and pull down the altar of Baal 
which belongs to your father, and cut 
down the FAsherah that is beside it; 

26 and build an altar to the Lorp 
your God on the top of this stronghold 
in an orderly manner, and take a sec- 
ond bull and offer a burnt offering 
with the wood of the Asherah which 
you shall cut down.” 

27 Then Gideon took ten men of 
his servants and did as the Lorp had 
spoken to him; and because he was 
too afraid of his father’s household 
and the men of the city to do it by day, 
he did it by night. 


The Altar of Baal Destroyed 

28 When the men of the city arose 
early in the morning, behold, the altar 
of Baal was torn down, and the 
Asherah which was beside it was cut 
down, and the second bull was of- 
tes) on the altar which had been 

uilt. 
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29 They said to one another, “Who 
did this thing?” And when they 
searched about and inquired, they 
said, “Gideon the son of Joash did this 
thing.” ] 

30 Then the men of the city said to 
Joash, “Bring out your son, that he 
may die, for he has torn down the altar 
of Baal, and indeed, he has cut down 
the Asherah which was beside it.” 

31 But Joash said to all who stood 
against him, “Will you contend for 
Baal, or will you deliver him? Who- 
ever will plead for him shall be put to 
death by morning. If he is a god, let 
him contend for himself, because 
someone has torn down his altar.” 

32 Therefore on that day he named 
him ®Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal 
contend against him,” because he had 
torn down his altar. Ju 7:1 

33 Then all the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and the sons of the east 
assembled themselves; and they 
crossed over and camped in 8the val- 
ley of Jezreel. Jos 17:16 

34 So the Spirit of the Lorp came 
upon Gideon; and he ®blew a trumpet, 
and the Abiezrites were called to- 
gether to follow him. Ju 3:10 

35 He sent messengers through- 
out Manasseh, and they also were 
called together to follow him; and he 
sent messengers to Asher, ®Zebulun, 
and Naphtali, and 8they came up to 
meet them. Ju 4:6, 10; 5:18 © Ju 7:3 


Sign of the Fleece 

36 Then Gideon said to God, “If 
You will deliver Israel ™through me, as 
You have spoken, Ju 6:14, 16, 17 Lit by my hand 

37 behold, I will put a fleece of 
wool on the threshing floor. If there is 
dew on the fleece only, and it is dry 
on all the ground, then I will know 
that You will deliver Israel ™through 
me, as You have spoken.” it by my hand 

38 And it was so. When he arose 
early the next morning and squeezed 
the fleece, he drained the dew from 
the fleece, a bowl full of water. 

39 Then Gideon said to God, “®Do 
not let Your anger burn against me 
that I may speak once more; please let 
me make a test once more with the 


6:19 I.e. Approx one bu 6:25 I.e. wooden symbol of 
a female deity, also vv 26, 28, 30 
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fleece, let it now be dry only on the 
fleece, and let there be dew on all the 
ground.” ~~ Ge 18:32 

40 God did so that night; for it was 
dry only on the fleece, and dew was 
on all the ground. 


Gideon’s 300 Chosen Men 
fails’ Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) 

i and all the people who were with 
him, rose early and camped beside 
the spring of Harod; and the camp of 
Midian was on the north side of them 
by the hill of Moreh in the valley. 

2 The Lorp said to Gideon, “The 
people who are with you are too many 
for Me to give Midian into their 
hands, ®for Israel would become 
boastful, saying, ‘My own ‘power has 
delivered me.’ De 8:17, 18 © Lit hand 

3 “Now therefore come, proclaim 
in the hearing of the people, saying, 
‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, let 
him return and depart from Mount 
Gilead.” So 22,000 people returned, 
but 10,000 remained. De 20:8 

4 ®Then the Lorp said to Gideon, 
“The people are still too many; bring 
them down to the water and I will test 
them for you there. Therefore it shall 
be that he of whom I say to you, “This 
one shall go with you, he shall go 
with you; but everyone of whom I say 
to you, ‘This one shall not go with 
you, he shall not go.” 1 Sa 14:6 

5 So he brought the people down 
to the water. And the Lorp said to 
Gideon, “You shall separate everyone 
who laps the water with his tongue as 
a dog laps, as well as everyone who 
kneels to drink.” 

6 Now the number of those who 
lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth, was 300 men; but all the rest 
of the people kneeled to drink water. 

7 The Lorp said to Gideon, “I will 
deliver you with the 300 men who 
lapped and will give the Midianites 
into your hands; so let all the other 
people go, each man to his home.” 

8 So 'the 300 men took the peo- 
ple’s provisions and their trumpets 
into their hands. And ‘Gideon sent all 
the other men of Israel, each to his 
tent, but retained the 300 men; and 
the camp of Midian was below him in 
the valley. Lit they ¢ Lit he 

9 Now the same night it came 
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about that the Lorp said to him, 
“Arise, 0 down against the camp, for 
I have given it into your hands. 

10 “But if you are afraid to go 
down, go with Purah your servant 
down to the camp, 

11 and you will hear what they 
say; and Rafterward your hands will 
be strengthened that you may go 
down against the camp.” So he went 
with Purah his servant down to the 
outposts of the army that was in the 
Camp. Ju 7:15; 1 Sa 14:9, 10 

12 Now the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and all the sons of the 
east were lying in the valley 8as nu- 
merous as locusts; and their camels 
were without number, as numerous as 
the sand on the seashore. Ju 6:5; 8:10 

13 When Gideon came, behold, a 
man was relating a dream to his 
friend. And he said, “Behold, I Thad a 
dream; a loaf of barley bread was 
tumbling into the camp of Midian, 
and it came to the tent and struck it so 
that it fell, and turned it upside down 
so that the tent lay flat.” Lit dreamed 

14 His friend replied, “This is 
nothing less than the sword of Gideon 
the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God 
has given Midian and all the camp 
Rinto his hand.” Jos 2:9 

15 When Gideon heard the ac- 
count of the dream and its interpreta- 
tion, he bowed in worship. He 
returned to the camp of Israel and 
said, “Arise, for the Lorp has given 
the camp of Midian into your hands.” 

16 He divided the 300 men into 
three ‘companies, and he put trum- 
pets and empty pitchers into the 
hands of all of them, with torches in- 
side the pitchers. Lit heads 

17 He said to them, “Look at me 
and do likewise. And behold, when I 
come to the outskirts of the camp, do 
as I do. 

18 “When IJ and all who are with 
me blow the trumpet, then you also 
blow the trumpets all around the 
camp and say, ‘For the Lorp and for 
Gideon.” 


Confusion of the Enemy 

19 So Gideon and the hundred 
men who were with him came to the 
outskirts of the camp at the beginning 
of the middle watch, when they had 
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just posted the watch; and they blew 
the trumpets and smashed the pitch- 
ers that were in their hands. 
20 When the three companies 
blew the trumpets and broke the 
pitchers, they held the torches in their 
left hands and the trumpets in their 
right hands for blowing, and cried, “A 
sword for the Lorp and for Gideon!” 
21 Each stood in his place around 
the camp; and all the farmy ran, cry- 
ing out as they fled. 2 Ki 7:7 
22 When they blew 300 trumpets, 
the RLorp set the sword of one against 
another even throughout the whole 
army; and the army fled as far as 
Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as 
the edge of 8Abel-meholah, by Tab- 
bath. 1 Sa 14:20 © 1 Ki 4:12; 19:16 
23 The men of Israel were sum- 
moned from ®Naphtali and Asher and 
all Manasseh, and they pursued Mid- 
lan. Ju 6:35 
24 Gideon sent messengers 
throughout all the hill country of 
Ephraim, saying, “Come down 
Tagainst Midian and ®take the waters 
before them, as far as Beth-barah and 
the Jordan.” So all the men of 
Ephraim were summoned and they 
took the waters as far as Beth-barah 
and the Jordan. Lit to meet * Ju 3:28 
25 They captured the two leaders 
of Midian, }Oreb and Zeeb, and they 
killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and 
they killed Zeeb at the wine press of 
Zeeb, while they pursued Midian; and 
they brought the heads of Oreb and 
Zeeb to Gideon ®from across the Jor- 
dan. Ps 83:11; Is 10:26 ¢ Ju 8:4 


Zebah and Zalmunna Routed 
Then the men of Ephraim said to 
him, “What is this thing you have 

done to us, not calling us when you 

went to fight against Midian?” And 
they contended with him vigorously. 

2 But he said to them, “What 
have I done now in comparison with 
you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes 
of Ephraim better than the vintage of 
Abiezer? 

3 “God has given the leaders of 
Midian, Oreb and Zeeb into your 
hands; and what was I able to do in 
comparison with you?” Then their 
Tanger toward him subsided when he 
said ‘that. Lit spirit « Lit this thing 
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4 Then Gideon and the 300 men 
who were with him came ®to the Jor- 
dan and crossed over, weary yet pur- 
suing. Ju 7:25 

5 He said to the men of Succoth, 
“Please give loaves of bread to the 
people who are following me, for they 
are weary, and I am pursuing Zebah 
and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” 

6 The leaders of Succoth said, 
“Are the hands of Zebah and Zal- 
munna already in your hands, that we 
should give bread to your army?” 

7 Gideon said, “All right, when 
the Lorp has given Zebah and Zal- 
munna into my hand, then I will 
thrash your bodies with the thorns of 
the wilderness and with briers.” 

8 He went up from there to 
RPenuel and spoke similarly to them; 
and the men of Penuel answered him 
just as the men of Succoth had an- 
swered. Ge 32:31 

9 So he spoke also to the men of 
Penuel, saying, “When I return safely, 
RT will tear down this tower.” Ju 8:17 

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna 
were in Karkor, and their armies with 
them, about 15,000 men, all who were 
left of the entire army of the sons of 
the east; ®for the fallen were 120,000 
swordsmen. Ju 6:5; 7:12; Is 9:4 

11 Gideon went up by the way of 
those who lived in tents on the east of 
Nobah and Jogbehah, and ‘attacked 
the camp when the camp was Tunsus- 
pecting. Lit smote ¢ Or secure 

12 When Zebah and Zalmunna 
fled, he pursued them and captured 
the two kings of Midian, Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and routed the whole army. 

13. Then Gideon the son of Joash 
returned from the battle "by the as- 
cent of Heres. Or from 

14 And he captured a youth "from 
Succoth and questioned him. Then 
the youth wrote down for him the 
princes of Succoth and its elders, sev- 
enty-seven men. Lit of the men of 

15 He came to the men of Suc- 
coth and said, “Behold Zebah and 
Zalmunna, concerning whom you 
taunted me, saying, ‘‘Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna already in your 
hand, that we should give bread to 
your men who are weary?’” Ju 8:6 


7:21 Or camp 
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16 He took the elders of the city, 
and thorns of the wilderness and 
briers, and he ‘disciplined the men of 
Succoth with them. Lit made the men...to know 

17 He tore down the tower of 
we and killed the men of the 
city. © 

18 Then he said to Zebah and Zal- 
munna, “What kind of men were they 
whom you killed at Tabor?” And they 
said, “They were like you, each one 
resembling the son of a king.” 

19 He said, “They were my broth- 
ers, the sons of my mother. As the 
Lorp lives, if only you had let them 
live, I would not kill you.” 

20 So he said to Jether his first- 
born, “Rise, kill them.” But the youth 
did not draw his sword, for he was 
afraid, because he was still a youth. 

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna 
said, “Rise up yourself, and fall on us; 
for as the man, so is his strength.” 8So 
Gideon arose and killed Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and ®took the crescent or- 
naments which were on their camels’ 
necks. Ps 83:11 ¢ Ju 8:26 

22 Then the men of Israel said to 
Gideon, “Rule over us, both you and 
your son, also your son’s son, for you 
have delivered us from the hand of 
Midian.” 

23 But Gideon said to them, “I will 
not rule over you, nor shall my son 
rule over you; ®the Lorp shall rule 
over you.” 1 Sa 8:7; 10:19; 12:12; Ps 10:16 

24 Yet Gideon said to them, “I 
would request of you, that each of you 
give me an earring from his spoil.” 
(For they had gold earrings, because 
they were Ishmaelites.) 

25 They said, “We will surely give 
them.” So they spread out a garment, 
and every one of them threw an ear- 
ring there from his spoil. 

26 The weight of the gold earrings 
that he requested was 1,700 shekels 
of gold, besides the crescent orna- 
ments and the pendants and the pur- 
ple robes which were on the kings 
of Midian, and besides the neck 
bands that were on their camels’ 
necks. 

27. Gideon made it into an ephod, 
and placed it in his city, Ophrah, and 
all Israel played the harlot with it 
there, so that it became a snare to 
Gideon and his household. 
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Forty Years of Peace 

28 So Midian was subdued before 
the sons of Israel, and they did not lift 
up their heads anymore. And the land 
was undisturbed for forty years in the 
days of Gideon. 

29 Then ®Jerubbaal the son of 
Joash went and lived in his own 
house. Ju7:l 

30 Now Gideon had 8seventy sons 
who were his direct descendants, for 
he had many wives. Ju 9:2, 5 

31 His concubine who was in 
Shechem also bore him a son, and he 
named him Abimelech. 

32 And Gideon the son of Joash 
died at a ripe old age and was buried 
in the tomb of his father Joash, in 
Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 Then it came about, as soon as 
Gideon was dead, 8that the sons of Is- 
rael again played the harlot with the 
Baals, and made ®Baal-berith their 
god. Ju 2:11, 12 © Ju 9:4, 27, 46 

34 Thus the sons of Israel did not 
remember the Lorp their God, who 
had delivered them from the hands of 
all their enemies on every side; 

35 nor did they show kindness to 
the household of Jerubbaal (that is, 
Gideon) in accord with all the good 
that he had done to Israel. Ju 9:16-18 


Abimelech’s Conspiracy 
And Abimelech the son of Jerub- 
baal went to Shechem to his 
mother’s relatives, and spoke to them 
and to the whole clan of the house- 
hold of his mother’s father, saying, 

2 “Speak, now, in the hearing of 
all the leaders of Shechem, ‘Which is 
better for you, that seventy men, all 
the sons of Jerubbaal, rule over you, 
or that one man rule over you?’ Also, 
remember that I am ®your bone and 
your flesh.” Ju 8:30; 9:5, 18° Ge 29:14 

3 And his mother’s relatives 
spoke all these words on his behalf in 
the hearing of all the leaders of 
Shechem; and they were inclined to 
follow Abimelech, for they said, “He is 
Rour relative.” Ge 29:15 

4 They gave him seventy pieces 
of silver from the house of ®Baal- 
berith with which Abimelech hired 
worthless and reckless fellows, and 
they followed him. Ju 8:33 
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5 Then_he went to his father’s 
house at Ophrah and &killed his 
brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, sev- 
enty men, on one stone. But Jotham 
the youngest son of Jerubbaal was 
left, for he hid himself. 2 Ki 11:1,2 

6 Allthe men of Shechem and all 
*Beth-millo assembled together, and 
they went and made Abimelech king, 
by the ‘oak of the pillar which was in 
Shechem. Or terebinth 

7 Now when they told Jotham, 
he went and stood on the top of 
RMount Gerizim, and lifted his voice 
and called out. Thus he said to them, 
“Listen to me, O men of Shechem, that 
God may listen to you. De 11:29, 30 

8 “Once the trees went forth to 
anoint a king over them, and they said 
to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us!’ 

9 “But the olive tree said to them, 
‘Shall I leave my fatness with ™which 
God and men are honored, and go to 
wave over the trees?’ Lit which by me 

10 “Then the trees said to the fig 
tree, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 

11 “But the fig tree said to them, 
‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my 
good "fruit, and go to wave over the 
trees?’ Or produce 

12 “Then the trees said to the vine, 
“You come, reign over us!’ 

13 “But the vine said to them, 
‘Shall I leave my new wine, which 
cheers God and men, and go to wave 
over the trees?’ 

14 “Finally all the trees said to the 
bramble, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 

15 “The bramble said to the trees, 
‘If in ‘truth you are anointing me as 
king over you, come and take refuge 
in my shade; but if not, may fire come 
out from the bramble and consume 
the cedars of Lebanon,’ Or sincerity 

16 “Now therefore, if you have 
dealt in ‘truth and integrity in mak- 
ing Abimelech king, and if you have 
dealt well with 8Jerubbaal and his 
house, and 'have dealt with him as he 
deserved— or sincerity * Ju 8:35 ¢ Lit if you have 

17 for my father fought for you 
and risked his life and delivered you 
from the hand of Midian; 

18 but you have risen against my 
father’s house today and have killed 
Xhis sons, Seventy men, on one stone, 
and have made Abimelech, the son 
of his maidservant, king over the men 
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of Shechem, because he is your ‘rela- 
tive— Ju 8:30; 9:2, 5 ¢ Ju 8:31 « Lit brother 

19 if then you have dealt in truth 
and integrity with Jerubbaal and his 
house this day, rejoice in Abimelech, 
and let him also rejoice in you. 

20 “But if not, let fire come out 
from Abimelech and consume the 
men of Shechem and 'Beth-millo; and 
let fire come out from the men of 
Shechem and from Beth-millo, and 
consume Abimelech.” | or the house of Millo 

21 Then Jotham escaped and fled, 
and went to Beer and remained there 
because of Abimelech his brother. 


Shechem and Abimelech Fall 

22 Now Abimelech ruled over Is- 
rael three years. 

23 Then God sent an evil spirit be- 
tween Abimelech and the men of 
Shechem; and the men of Shechem 
dealt treacherously with Abimelech, 

24 so that the violence done to the 
seventy sons of Jerubbaal might 
come, and "their blood might be laid 
on Abimelech their brother, who 
killed them, and on the men of 
Shechem, who strengthened his 
hands to kill his brothers. Nu 35:33 

25 The men of Shechem set men 
in ambush against him on the tops of 
the mountains, and they robbed all 
who might pass by them along the 
road; and it was told to Abimelech. 

26 Now Gaal the son of Ebed 
came with his relatives, and crossed 
over into Shechem; and the men of 
Shechem put their trust in him. 

27 They went out into the field 
and gathered the grapes of their vine- 
yards and trod them, and held a "fes- 
tival; and they went into the house of 
Rtheir god, and ate and drank and 
cursed Abimelech. Lit rejoicing Ju 8:33; 9:46 

28 Then Gaal the son of Ebed 
said, “Who is Abimelech, and who is 
Shechem, that we should serve him? 
Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is 
Zebul not his "lieutenant? Serve the 
men of "Hamor the father of 
Shechem; but why should we serve 
him? Lit overseer ¢ Ge 34:2 

29 “RWould, therefore, that this 
people were under my authority! 


9:6 Or the house of Millo 
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Then I would remove Abimelech.” 
And he said to Abimelech, “Increase 
your army and come out.” 2 Sa 15:4 

30 When Zebul the ruler of the 
city heard the words of Gaal the son 
of Ebed, his anger burned. 
© 31 He sent messengers to Abim- 
elech "deceitfully, saying, “Behold, 
Gaal the son of Ebed and his Trela- 
tives have come to Shechem: and be- 
hold, they are stirring up the city 
against you. Or in Tormah ¢ Lit brothers 

32 “Now therefore, arise by night, 
you and the people who are with you, 
and lie in wait in the field. 

~ 33 “In the morning, as soon as the 
sun is up, you shall rise early and rush 
upon the city; and behold, when he 
and the people who are with him 
come out against you, you shall ®do to 
them whatever you can.” 1Sa 10:7 

34 So Abimelech and all the peo- 
ple who were with him arose by night 
and lay in wait against Shechem in 
four Tcompanies. Lit heads 

35 Now Gaal the son of Ebed went 
out and stood in the entrance of the 
city gate; and Abimelech and the peo- 
ple who were with him arose from the 
ambush. 

36 When Gaal saw the people, he 
said to Zebul, “‘Look, people are com- 
ing down from the tops of the moun- 
tains.” But Zebul said to him, “You are 
seeing the shadow of the mountains 
as if they were men.” Lit Behold 

37 Gaal spoke again and said, 
“Behold, people are coming down 
from ®the Thighest part of the land, 
and one company comes by the way 
of the diviners’ oak.” Eze 38:12 * Or center 

38 Then Zebul said to him, “Where 
is your ‘boasting now with which you 
said, ‘Who is Abimelech that we 
should serve him?’ Is this not the peo- 
ple whom you despised? Go out now 
and fight with them!” Lit mouth 

39 So Gaal went out before the 
leaders of Shechem and fought with 
Abimelech. 

40 Abimelech chased him, and he 
fled before him; and. many fell 
wounded up to the entrance of the 
gate. 

4] Then Abimelech remained at 
Arumah, but Zebul drove out Gaal 
and his Trelatives so that they could 
not remain in Shechem. Lit brothers 
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42 Now it came about the next 
day, that the people went out to the 
field, and it was told to Abimelech. 

_ 43 So he took this people and di- 
vided them into three ™companies, 
and lay in wait in the field; when he 
looked and saw the people coming 
out from the city, he arose against 
them and slew them. Lit the © Lit heads 

44 Then Abimelech and the com- 
pany who was with him dashed for- 
ward and stood in the entrance of the 
city gate; the other two companies 
then dashed against all who were in 
the field and ‘slew them. Lit smote 

45 Abimelech fought against the 
city all that day, and he captured the 
city and killed the people who were 
in it; then he 8razed the city and 
sowed it with salt. 2 Ki 3:25 

46 When all the leaders of the 
tower of Shechem heard of it, they en- 
tered the inner chamber of the 'tem- 
ple of RE]-berith. ‘Lit house ¢ Ju 8:33 

47 It was told Abimelech that all 
the leaders of the tower of Shechem 
were gathered together. 

48 So Abimelech went up to 
Mount ®Zalmon, he and all the people 
who were with him; and Abimelech 
took Tan axe in his hand and cut down 
a branch from the trees, and lifted it 
and laid it on his shoulder. Then he 
said to the people who were with him, 
“What you have seen me do, hurry 
and do likewise.” Ps 68:14 © Lit the axes 

49 All the: people also cut down 
each one his branch and followed 
Abimelech, and put them on the inner 
chamber and set the inner chamber 
on fire over those inside, so that all the 
men of the tower of Shechem also 
died, about a thousand men and 
women. 

50 Then Abimelech went to The- 
bez, and he camped against Thebez 
and captured it. 

51 But there was a strong tower in 
the center of the city, and all the men 
and women with all the leaders of the 
city fled there and shut themselves in; 
and they went up on the roof of the 
tower. 

52 So Abimelech came to the 
tower and fought against it, and ap- 
proached the entrance of the tower to 
burn it with fire. 

53 But 8a certain woman threw an 
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upper millstone on Abimelech’s head, 
crushing his skull. 2 Sa 11:21 

54 Then ®he called quickly to the 
young man, his armor bearer, and 
said to him, “Draw your sword and 
kill me, so that it will not be said of 
me, ‘A woman slew him.’” So ‘the 
young man pierced him through, and 
he died. 1 Sa 31:4 ¢ Lit his 

55 When the men of Israel saw 
that Abimelech was dead, each de- 
parted to his "home. Lit place 

56 Thus 8God repaid the wicked- 
ness of Abimelech, which he had 
done to his father in killing his sev- 
enty brothers. Ge 9:5, 6; Ps 94:23 

57 Also God returned all the 
wickedness of the men of Shechem 
on their heads, and the curse of 
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came 
Tupon them. Lit to 


Oppression of Philistines and 

Ammonites 

l ON ow after Abimelech died, Tola 
the son of Puah, the son of 

Dodo, a man of Issachar, 8arose to 

save Israel; and he lived in Shamir in 

the hill country of Ephraim. Ju 2:16 

2 He judged Israel twenty-three 
years. Then he died and was buried in 
Shamir. 

3 After him, Jair the Gileadite 
arose and judged Israel twenty-two 
years. 

4 Hehad thirty sons who rode on 
thirty donkeys, and they had thirty 
cities in the land of Gilead 8that are 
called Havvoth-jair to this day. Nu 32:41 

5 And Jair died and was buried 
in Kamon. 

6 Then the sons of Israel again 
did evil in the sight of the Lorp, 
Rserved the Baals and the Ashtaroth, 
the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, 
the gods of Moab, the gods of the sons 
of Ammon, and the gods of the 
Philistines; thus they forsook the 
Lorp and did not serve Him. Ju 2:13 

7 The anger of the Lorp burned 
against Israel, and He sold them into 
the hands of the Philistines and into 
the hands of the sons of Ammon. 

8 They afflicted and crushed the 
sons of Israel that year; for eighteen 
years they afflicted all the sons of Is- 
rael who were beyond the Jordan in 
Gilead in the land of the Amorites. 
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9 The sons of Ammon crossed 
the Jordan to fight also against Judah, 
Benjamin, and the house of Ephraim, 
so that Israel was greatly distressed. 

10 Then the &sons of Israel cried 
out to the Lorp, saying, “We have 
sinned against You, for indeed, we 
have forsaken our God and served the 
Baals.” 1 Sa 12:10 

11 The Lorp said to the sons of Is- 
rael, “Did I not deliver you ®from the 
Egyptians, the Amorites, the sons of 
Ammon, and the Philistines? Ju 2:12 

12 “Also when the Sidonians, the 
Amalekites and the Maonites op- 
pressed you, you cried out to Me, and 
I delivered you from their hands. 

13 “Yet you have forsaken Me 
and served other gods; therefore I will 
no longer deliver you. Je 2:13 

14 “Go and cry out to the gods 
which you have chosen; let them de- 
liver you in the time of your distress.” 

15 The sons of Israel said to the 
Lorp, “We have sinned, 8do to us 
whatever seems good to You; only 
please deliver us this day.” 1 Sa 3:18 

16 ®So they put away the foreign 
gods from among them and served 
the Lorp; and He could bear the mis- 
ery of Israel no longer. Jos 24:23 

17 Then the sons of Ammon were 
summoned and they camped in 
Gilead. And the sons of Israel gath- 
ered together and camped in ®Miz- 
pah. Ju 11:29 

18 The people, the leaders of 
Gilead, said to one another, “Who is 
the man who will begin to fight 
against the sons of Ammon? He shall 
become head over all the inhabitants 
of Gilead.” 


Jephthah the Ninth Judge 
Now ®Jephthah the Gileadite 
was a valiant warrior, but he 
was the son of a harlot. And Gilead 
was the father of Jephthah. He 11:32 
2 Gilead’s wife bore him sons; 
and when his wife’s sons grew up, 
they drove Jephthah out and said to 
him, “You shall not have an inheri- 
tance in our father’s house, for you 
are the son of another woman.” 
3 So Jephthah fled from his 
brothers and lived in the land of ®Tob; 
and worthless fellows gathered them- 
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selves ‘about Jephthah, and they went 
out with him. 2 Sa 10:6, 8 © Lit to 

4 It came about after a while that 
Rthe sons of Ammon fought against 
Israel. Ju 10:9, 17 
' 5 When the sons of Ammon 
fought against Israel, the elders of 
Gilead went to get Jephthah from the 
land of Tob; 

6 and they said to Jephthah, 
“Come and be our chief that we may 
fight against the sons of Ammon.” 

7 Then Jephthah said to the eld- 
ers of Gilead, “8Did you not hate me 
and drive me from my father’s house? 
So why have you come to me now 
when you are in trouble?” Ge 26:27 

8 The elders of Gilead said to 
Jephthah, “For this reason we have 
now returned to you, that you may go 
with us and fight with the sons of 
Ammon and ®become head over all 
the inhabitants of Gilead.” Ju 10:18 

9 So Jephthah said to the elders 
of Gilead, “If you take me back to 
fight against the sons of Ammon and 
the Lorp gives them up ‘to me, will I 
become your head?” Lit before 

10 The elders of Gilead said to 
Jephthah, “8The Lorp is witness be- 
tween us; surely we will do as you 
have said.” Ge 31:50; Je 29:23; 42:5; Mi 1:2 

11 Then Jephthah went with the 
elders of Gilead, and the people made 
him head and chief over them; and 
Jephthah spoke all his words before 
the Lorp at Mizpah. 

12 Now Jephthah sent messen- 
gers to the king of the sons of 
Ammon, saying, “What is between 
you and me, that you have come to me 
to fight against my land?” 

13 The king of the sons of Ammon 
said to the messengers of Jephthah, 
“Because Israel 8took away my land 
when they came up from Egypt, from 
the Arnon as far as the Jabbok and 
the Jordan; therefore, return them 
peaceably now.” Nu 21:24 » Ge 32:22 

14 But Jephthah sent messengers 
again to the king of the sons of 
Ammon, i 

15 and they said to him, “Thus 
says Jephthah, ‘Israel did not take 
away the land of Moab nor the land of 
the sons of Ammon. 

16 ‘For when they came up from 
Egypt, and Israel went through the 
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wilderness to the Red Sea and ®came 
to Kadesh, Nu 14:25; De 1:40 ¢ Nu 20:1, 4-21 

17 then Israel ®sent messengers to 
the king of Edom, saying, “Please let 
us pass through your land,” but the 
king of Edom would not listen. .And 
they also sent to the king of Moab, but 
he would not consent. So Israel re- 
mained at Kadesh. Nu 20:14-21 © Jos 24:9 

18 ‘Then they went through the 
wilderness and ®around the land of 
Edom and the land of Moab, and 
came to the east side of the land of 
Moab, and they camped beyond the 
Arnon; but they 8did not enter the ter- 
ritory of Moab, for the Arnon was the 
border of Moab. Nu 21:4; De 2:8 « De 2:9, 18, 19 

19 ‘And Israel sent messengers to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, the king 
of Heshbon, and Israel said to him, 
“Please let us pass through your land 
to our place.” Nu 21:21-32: De 2:26-36 

20 ‘But Sihon did not trust Israel 
to pass through his territory; so Sihon 
gathered all his people and camped in 
Jahaz and fought with Israel. 

21 ‘The Lorp, the God of Israel, 
gave Sihon and all his people into the 
hand of Israel, and they ®defeated 
them; so Israel possessed all the land 
of the Amorites, the inhabitants of 
that country. Nu 21:24; De 2:32-34 

22 ‘So they possessed all the terri- 
tory of the Amorites, from the Arnon 
as far as the Jabbok, and from the 
wilderness as far as the Jordan. 

23 ‘Since now the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, drove out the Amorites from 
before His people Israel, are you then 
to possess it? 

24 ‘Do you not possess what 
RChemosh your god gives you to pos- 
sess? So whatever the Lorp our God 
has driven out before us, we will pos- 
sess it. Nu 21:29; 1 Ki 11:7 

25 ‘Now are you any better than 
Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab? Did he ever strive with Israel, 
or did he ever fight against them? 

26 ‘While Israel lived in Heshbon 
and its villages, and in Aroer and its 
villages, and in all the cities that are 
on the banks of the Arnon, three hun- 
dred years, why did you not recover 
them within that time? Nu 21:25, 26; De 2:36 

27 ‘I therefore have not sinned 
against you, but you are doing me 
wrong by making war against me; 
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may the Lorp, the Judge, judge today 
between the sons of Israel and the 
sons of Ammon.” 

28 But the king of the sons of 
Ammon disregarded the message 
which Jephthah sent him. 


Jephthah’s Tragic Vow 

29 Now &the Spirit of the Lorp 
came upon Jephthah, so that he 
passed through Gilead and Man- 
asseh; then he passed through Miz- 
pah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of 
Gilead he went on to the sons of 
Ammon. Ju 3:10 

30 Jephthah made a vow to the 
Lorp and said, “If You will indeed give 
the sons of Ammon into my hand, 

31 then it shall be that whatever 
comes out of the doors of my house to 
meet me when I return in peace from 
the sons of Ammon, it shall be the 
Lorp’s, and | will offer it up as a burnt 
offering.” 

32 So Jephthah crossed over to 
the sons of Ammon to fight against 
them; and the Lorp gave them into his 
hand. 

33 He struck them with a very 
great slaughter from Aroer to the en- 
trance of SMinnith, twenty cities, and 
as far as Abel-keramim. So the sons 
of Ammon were subdued before the 
sons of Israel. Eze 27:17 

34 When Jephthah came to his 
house at Mizpah, behold, his daughter 
was coming out to meet him with 
tambourines and with dancing. Now 
she was his one and only child; be- 
sides her he had no son or daughter. 

35 When he saw her, he tore his 
clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! 
You have brought me very low, and 
you are among those who trouble me; 
for I have given my word to the Lorp, 
and [ cannot take it back.” 

36 So she said to him, “My father, 
you have given your word to the 
Lorp; do to me as you have said, since 
the Lorp has avenged you of your en- 
emies, the sons of Ammon.” 

37 She said to her father, “Let this 
thing be done for me; let me alone two 
months, that I may go to the moun- 
tains and weep because of my virgin- 
ity, land my companions.” 

38 Then he said, “Go.” So he sent 
her away for two months; and she left 
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with her companions, and wept on the 
mountains because of her virginity. 

39 At the end of two months she 
returned to her father, who did to her 
according to the vow which he had 
made; and she Thad no relations with 
a man. Thus it became a custom in Is- 

ael, Lit knew no man 

40 that the daughters of Israel 
went yearly to commemorate the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite 
four days in the year. 


Jephthah and His Successors 
l Then the men of Ephraim were 
summoned, and they crossed to 
Zaphon and ®said to Jephthah, “Why 
did you cross over to fight against the 
sons of Ammon without calling us to 
go with you? We will burn your pean? 
down on you.” 

2 Jephthah said to them, “I ai 
my people were at great strife with 
the sons of Ammon; when I called 
you, you did not deliver me from their 
hand. 

3 “When I saw that you would 
not deliver me, I 8took my life in my 
hands and crossed over against the 
sons of Ammon, and the LorpD gave 
them into my hand. Why then have 
you come up to me this day to fight 
against me?” 1 Sa 19:5; 28:21; Job 13:14 

4 Then Jephthah gathered all the 
men of Gilead and fought Ephraim; 
and the men of Gilead ‘defeated 
Ephraim, because they said, “You are 
fugitives of Ephraim, O Gileadites, in 
the midst of Ephraim and in the midst 
of Manasseh.” Lit smote 

5 The Gileadites ®captured the 
fords of the Jordan opposite Ephraim. 
And it happened when any of the fugi- 
tives of Ephraim said, “Let me cross 
over,” the men of Gilead would say to 
him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he 
said, “No,” Ju 3:28 

6 then they would say to him, 
“Say now, ‘Shibboleth.’” But he said, 
“Sibboleth, ” for he could not Tpro- 
nounce it correctly. Then they seized 
him and slew him at the fords of the 
Jordan. Thus there fell at that time 
42,000 of Ephraim. Lit speak so 

7 Jephthah judged Israel six 
years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite 
died and was buried in one of the 
cities of Gilead. 
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_ 8 Now Ibzan of Bethlehem 
judged Israel after him. 

He had thirty sons, and thirty 
daughters whom he ‘gave in marriage 
outside the family, and he brought in 
thirty daughters from outside for his 
sons. And he judged Israel seven 
years. Lit sent outside 

10 Then Ibzan died and was 
buried in Bethlehem. 

_ 11 Now Elon the Zebulunite 
judged Israel after him; and he judged 
Israel ten years. 

12 Then Elon the Zebulunite died 
and was buried at Aijalon in the land 
of Zebulun. 

13 Now Abdon the son of Hillel 
the Pirathonite judged Israel after 


im. 
14 He had forty sons and thirty 
grandsons who rode on seventy don- 
keys; and he judged Israel eight years. 
15 Then Abdon the son of Hillel 
the Pirathonite died and was buried 
at Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in 
the hill country of the Amalekites. 


Philistines Oppress Again 

l ee the sons of Israel a- 
yw gain did evil in the sight of 
the Lorp, so that the Lorp gave them 
into the hands of the Philistines forty 
years. Ju 2:11 

2 There was a certain man of 
RZorah, of the family of the Danites, 
whose name was Manoah; and his 
wife was barren and had borne no 
children. Jos 19:41 

3 Then the angel of the Lorpb ap- 
peared to the woman and said to her, 
“Behold now, you are barren and have 
borne no children, but you shall con- 
ceive and give birth to a son. 

4 “Now therefore, be careful ®not 
to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat 
any unclean thing. Nu 6:2, 3; Lk 1:15 

5 “RFor behold, you shall con- 
ceive and give birth to a son, and no 
razor shall come upon his head, for 
the boy shall be a ®Nazirite to God 
from the womb; and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel from the hands of the 
Philistines.” Lk 1:15 © Nu 6:2-5 

6 Then the woman came and told 
her husband, saying, “RA man of God 
came to me and his appearance was 
like the appearance of the angel of 
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God, very awesome. And I did not ask 
him where he came from, nor did he 
tell me his name. Ju 6:11; 13:8, 10, 11 

7 “But he said to me, ‘Behold, 
you shall conceive and give birth to a 
son, and now you shall not drink wine 
or strong drink nor eat any unclean 
thing, for the boy shall be a Nazirite 
to God from the womb to the day of 
his death.’” 

8 Then Manoah entreated the 
Lorp and said, “O Lord, please let 
Rthe man of God whom You have sent 
come to us again that he may teach us 
what to do for the boy who is to be 
born.” Ju 13:3, 7 

9 God listened to the voice of 
Manoah; and &the angel of God came 
again to the woman as she was sitting 
in the field, but Manoah her husband 
was not with her. Ju 13:8 

10 So the woman ran quickly and 
told her husband, “Behold, 8the man 
who ‘came the other day has ap- 
peared to me.” Ju 13:9 ¢ Lit came to me 

11 Then Manoah arose and fol- 
lowed his wife, and when he came to 
the man he said to him, “Are you ®the 
man who spoke to the woman?” And 
he said, “I am.” Ju 13:8 

12 Manoah said, “Now when your 
words come to pass, what shall be the 
boy’s mode of life and his vocation?” 

13 So ®the angel of the Lorp said 
to Manoah, “Let the woman pay 
attention to all that I said. Ju 13:11 © Ju 13:4 

14 “She should not eat anything 
that comes from the ®vine nor drink 
wine or strong drink, nor eat any un- 
clean thing; let her observe all that I 
commanded.” Nu 6:4 

15 Then Manoah said to ®the 
angel of the Lorp, “Please let us de- 
tain you so that we may prepare a 
young goat for you.” Ju 13:3 

16 The angel of the Lorp said to 
Manoah, “Though you detain me, I 
will not eat your food, but if you pre- 
pare a burnt offering, then offer it to 
the Lorp.” For Manoah did not know 
that he was the angel of the Lorp. 

17 Manoah said to the angel of the 
Lorp, “8What is your name, so that 
when your words come to pass, we 
may honor you?” Ge 32:29 

18 But the angel of the Lorp said 
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to him, “Why do you ask my name, 
seeing it is "kwonderful?” Is 9:6 

19 So RManoah took the young 
fs goat with the grain offering and 
offered it on the rock to the Lorp, and 
He performed wonders while Manoah 
and his wife looked on. Ju 6:20, 21 

20 For it came about when the 
flame went up from the altar toward 
heaven, that the angel of the LorD as- 
cended in the flame of the altar. When 
Manoah and his wife saw this, they 
fell on their faces to the ground. 

21 Now the angel of the Lorp did 
not appear to Manoah or his wife 
again. }Then Manoah knew that he 
was the angel of the Lorpb. Ju 13:16 

22 So Manoah said to his wife, 
“RWe will surely die, for we have seen 
God.” Ge 32:30; De 5:26; Ju 6:22 

23 But his wife said to him, “If the 
Lorp had desired to kill us, He would 
not have accepted a burnt offering 
and a grain offering from our hands, 
nor would He have shown us all these 
things, nor would He have let us hear 
things like this at this time.” 

w* 24 Then the woman gave birth 

to ason and named him Samson; 
and the ®child grew up and the Lorp 
blessed him. 1 Sa 3:19; Lk 1:80 

25 And &the Spirit of the Lorp 
began to stir him in ‘Mahaneh-dan, 
between Zorah and Eshtaol. Ju 3:10 


Samson’s Marriage 

l Then Samson went down to 
Timnah and saw a woman in 

Timnah, one of the daughters of the 

Philistines. 

2 So he came "back and told his 
father and ‘mother, “I saw a woman in 
Timnah, one of the daughters of the 
Philistines; now therefore, get her for 
me as a wife.” Lit up ¢ Lit mother, saying, 

3 Then his father and his mother 
said to him, “Is there no woman 
among the daughters of your ®rela- 
tives, or among all ‘our people, that 
you go to take a wife from the uncir- 
cumcised Philistines?” But Samson 
said to his father, “Get her for me, for 
she looks good to me.” — Ge 24:3, 4° Lit my 

4 However, his father and mother 
did not know that it was of the Lorn, 
for He was seeking an occasion 
against the Philistines. Now at that 
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time the Philistines were ruling over 
Israel. Jos 11:20 

5 Then Samson went down to 
Timnah with his father and mother, 
and came as far as the vineyards of 
Timnah; and behold, a young lion 
came roaring toward him. 

6 ®The Spirit of the Lorp 'came 
upon him mightily, so that She tore 
him as one tears a young goat though 
he had nothing in his hand; but he did 
not tell his father or mother what he 
had done. Ju 3:10 « Lit rushed upon © 1 Sa 17:34-36 

7 So he went down and talked to 
the woman; and she "looked good to 
Samson. Lit was right in Samson’s eyes 

8 When he returned later to take 
her, he turned aside to look at the car- 
cass of the lion; and behold, a swarm 
of bees and honey were in the body of 
the lion. 

9 So he scraped ‘the honey into 
his "hands and went on, eating as he 
went. When he came to his father and 
mother, he gave some to them and 
they ate it; but he did not tell them 
that he had scraped the honey out of 
the body of the lion. Lit it © Lit palms 

10 Then his father went down to 
the woman; and Samson made a feast 
there, for the young men customarily 
did this. 

11 When they saw him, they 
feta thirty companions to be with 

im. 


Samson’s Riddle 
12 Then Samson said to them, 
“Let me now &propound a riddle to 
you; if you will indeed tell it to me 
within the seven days of the feast, and 
find it out, then I will give you thirty 
linen wraps and thirty ®changes of 
clothes. Eze 17:2 © Ge 45:22: 2 Ki 5:22 
13 “But if you are unable to tell 
me, then you shall give me thirty linen 
wraps and thirty changes of clothes.” 
And they said to him, “Propound your 
riddle, that we may hear it.” 
14 So he said to them, 
“Out of the eater came 
something to eat, 
And out of the strong came 
something sweet.” 


13:18 L.e. incomprehensible ‘#13:19-21 
% 13:24-25 13:25 Le. the camp of Dan 
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But they could not tell the riddle in 
three days. 

15 Then it came about on the 
fourth day that they said to Samson’s 
wife, “’Entice your husband, so that 
he will tell us the riddle, 8or we will 
burn you and your father’s house with 
fire. Have you invited us to impover- 
ish us? Is this not so?” Ju 16:5 © Ju 15:6 

16 Samson’s wife wept before him 
and said, “®You only hate me, and you 
do not love me; you have propounded 
a riddle to the sons of my people, and 
have not told it to me.” And he said to 
her, “Behold, I have not told it to my 
father or mother; so should I tell 
you?” Ju 16:15 

17 However she wept before him 
seven days while their feast lasted. 
And on the seventh day he told her 
because she pressed him so hard. She 
then told the riddle to the sons of her 
people. 

18 So the men of the city said to 
him on the seventh day before the sun 
went down, 

“What is sweeter than honey? 
And what is stronger than a 
lion?” 
And he said to them, 
“If you had not plowed with my 
heifer, 
You would not have found out 
my riddle.” 

19 Then 8the Spirit of the Lorp 
Teame upon him mightily, and he 
went down to Ashkelon and killed 
thirty of them and took their spoil and 
gave the changes of clothes to those 
who told the riddle. And his anger 
burned, and he went up to his father’s 
house. Ju 3:10; 13:25 ¢ Lit rushed upon 

20 But Samson’s wife was ®given 
to his companion who had been his 
Tfriend. Ju 15:2 * Or best man 


Samson Burns Philistine Crops 
] ae after a while, in the time of 
wheat harvest, Samson visited 
his wife with a young goat, and said, 
“T will go in to my wife in her room.” 

But her father did not let him enter 
2 Her father said, “I really 
thought that you hated her intensely; 
so I gave her to your companion. Is 
not her younger sister ™more beautiful 
than she? Please let her be yours ‘in- 
stead.” Ju 14:20 ¢ Lit better ° Lit instead of her 
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3 Samson then said to them, 
“This time I shall be blameless in re- 
gard to the Philistines when I do them 
harm.” 

4 Samson went and caught three 
hundred foxes, and took torches, and 
turned the foxes tail to tail and put 
oe torch in the middle between two 

ails.o7 bi 
5 When he had set fire to the 
torches, he released ‘the foxes into 
the standing grain of the Philistines, 
thus burning up both the shocks and 
the standing grain, along with the 
vineyards and groves. Lit them 

6 Then the Philistines said, “Who 
did this?” And they said, “Samson, the 
son-in-law of the Timnite, because The 
took his wife and gave her to his com- 
panion.” So the Philistines came up 
and ®burned her and her father with 
fire. Le. the Tinite «Ju 14:15 

7 Samson said to them, “Since 
you act like this, I will surely take re- 
ae on you, but after that I will 
quit.” 

8 He struck them ‘ruthlessly 
with a great slaughter; and he went 
down and lived in the cleft of the rock 
of Etam. Lit leg on thigh 

9 Then the Philistines went up 
and camped in Judah, and spread out 
in Lehi. 

10 The men of Judah said, “Why 
have you come up against us?” And 
they said, “We have come up to bind 
Samson in order to do to him as he 
did to us.” 

11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went 
down to the cleft of the rock of Etam 
and said to Samson, “Do you not 
know that the Philistines are rulers 
over us? What then is this that you 
have done to us?” And he said to 
them, “As they did to me, so I have 
done to them.” 

12 They said to him, “We have 
come down to bind you so that we 
may give you into the hands of the 
Philistines.” And Samson said to 
them, “Swear to me that you will not 
Tkill me.” Lit fall upon me yourselves 

13 So they said to Thim, “No, but 
we will bind you fast and give you 
into their hands; yet surely we will not 
kill you.” Then they bound him with 
two new ropes and brought him up 
from the rock. Lit him, saying 
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14 When he came to Lehi, the 
Philistines shouted as they met him. 
And &the Spirit of the Lorp came 
upon him mightily so that the ropes 
that were on his arms were as flax 
that is burned with fire, and his bonds 
dropped from his hands. Ju 14:19; 1 Sa 11:6 

15 He found a fresh jawbone of a 
donkey, so he reached out and took it 
and killed a thousand men with it. 

16 Then Samson said, 

“With the jawbone of a donkey, 
Heaps upon heaps, 
With the jawbone of a donkey 
I have ‘killed a thousand 
m Fé Lit smitten 

17 When he had finished speak- 
ing, he threw the jawbone from his 
hand; and he named that place Ra- 
math-lehi. 

18 Then he became very thirsty, 
and he 8called to the Lorp and said, 
“You have given this great deliverance 
by the hand of Your servant, and now 
shall I die of thirst and fall into the 
hands of the uncircumcised?” — 3u 16:28 

19 But God split the hollow place 
that is in Lehi so that water came out 
of it. When he drank, ®his "strength 
returned and he revived. Therefore he 
named it En-hakkore, which is in Lehi 
to this day. Is 40:29 ¢ Lit spirit 

20 So he judged Israel twenty 
years in the days of the Philistines. 


Samson’s Weakness 
Now Samson went to ®Gaza 
and saw a harlot there, and 
went in to her. Jos 15:47 

2 When it was told to the 
Gazites, saying, “Samson has come 
here,” they surrounded the place and 
lay in wait for him all night at the gate 
of the city. And they kept silent all 
night, saying, “Let us wait until the 
morning light, then we will kill him.” 

3 Now Samson lay until mid- 
night, and at midnight he arose and 
took hold of the doors of the city gate 
and the two posts and pulled them up 
along with the bars; then he put them 
on his shoulders and carried them up 
to the top of the mountain which is 
opposite Hebron. 

4 After this it came about that he 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, 
whose name was Delilah. 

5 The lords of the Philistines 
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came up to her and said to her, “En- 
tice him, and see where his great 
strength lies and how we may over- 
power him that we may bind him to 
afflict him. Then we will each give 
you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 

6 So Delilah said to Samson, 
“Please tell me where your great 
strength is and Thow you may be 
bound to afflict you.” Lit by what 

7 Samson said to her, “If they 
bind me with seven fresh cords that 
have not been dried, then I will be- 
come weak and be like any other 

8 Then the lords of the 
Philistines brought up to her seven 
fresh cords that had not been dried, 
and she bound him with them. 

9 Now she had men lying in wait 
in an inner room. And she said to him, 
“The Philistines are upon you, Sam- 
son!” But he snapped the cords as a 
string of tow snaps when it ™touches 
fire. So his strength was not discov- 
ered. Lit smells 

10 Then Delilah said to Samson, 
“Behold, you have deceived me and 
told me lies; now please tell me Thow 
you may be bound.” Lit by what 

11 He said to her, “If they bind me 
tightly with new ropes which have not 
been used, then I will become weak 
and be like any other man.” 

12 So Delilah took new ropes and 
bound him with them and said to him, 
“The Philistines are upon you, Sam- 
son!” For the men were lying in wait 
in the inner room. But he snapped the 
ropes from his arms like a thread. 

13 Then Delilah said to Samson, 
“Up to now you have deceived me and 
told me lies; tell me "how you may be 
bound.” And he said to her, “If you 
weave the seven locks of my thair 
with the web [and fasten it with a 
pin, then I will become weak and be 
like any other man.” Lit by what « Lit head 

14 So while he slept, Delilah took 
the seven locks of his "hair and wove 
them into the web]. And she fastened 
it with the pin and said to him, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” 
But he awoke from his sleep and 


15:17 Le. the high place of the jawbone 16:13 The 
passage in brackets is found in Gr but not in any 
Heb mss 
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pulled out the'pin of the loom and the 
web. Lit head 


Delilah Extracts His Secret | 

15 Then she said to him, “RHow 
can you say, ‘I love you, when your 
heart is not with me? You have de- 
ceived me these three times and have 
not told me where your great strength 
is.” Ju 14:16 

16 It» came about when. she 
pressed him daily with her words and 
urged him, that his soul was Tannoyed 
to death. f Lit impatient to the point of 

17 So he told her all that was in 
his heart and said to her, “A razor has 
never come on my head, for I have 
been a ®Nazirite to God from my 
mother’s womb. If I am shaved, then 
my strength will leave me and I will 
become weak and be like any other 
man.” Nu 6:2, 5; Ju 13:5 

18 When Delilah saw that he had 
told her all that was in his heart, she 
sent and called the lords of the 
Philistines, saying, “Come up once 
more, for he has told me all that is in 
his heart.” Then the lords of the 
Philistines came up to her and brought 
the money in their hands. 

19 She made him sleep on her 
knees, and called for a man and had 
him shave off the seven locks of his 
Thair. Then she began to afflict him, 
and his strength left him. Lit head 

20 She said, “The Philistines are 
upon you, Samson!” And he awoke 
from his sleep and said, “I will go out 
as at other times and shake myself 
free.” But he did not know that the 
Lorp had departed from him. 

21 Then the Philistines seized him 
and gouged out his eyes; and they 
brought him down to Gaza and bound 
him with bronze chains, and he was a 
grinder in the prison. 

22 However, the hair of his head 
began to grow again after it was 
shaved off. EOE 

23 Now the lords of the Philistines 
assembled to offer a great sacrifice to 
Dagon their god, and to rejoice, for 
they said, 

“Our god has given Samson 
our enemy into our hands.” 

24 When the people saw him, they 
praised their god, for they said, 
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“Our god has given our enemy 
into our hands, 
Even the destroyer of our 
country, 
Who has'slain many of us.” 

25 It so happened when ‘they 
were in high spirits, that they said, 
“Call for Samson, that he may amuse 
us.” So they called for Samson from 
the prison, and he entertained them. 
And they made him stand between 
the pillars. Lit their heart was pleasant 

26 Then Samson said to the boy 
who was holding his hand, “Let me 
feel the pillars on which the house 
rests, that I may lean against them.” 

27 Now the house was full of men 
and women, and all the lords of the 
Philistines were there. And about 
3,000 men and women were on the 
roof looking on while Samson was 
amusing them. 


Samson Is Avenged 

28 ®Then Samson called to the 
Lorp and said, “O Lord Gop, please 
remember me and please strengthen 
me just this time; O God, that I may at 
once ®be avenged of the Philistines 
for my two eyes.” Ju 15:18 © Je 15:15 

29 Samson grasped the two mid- 
dle pillars on which the house rested, 
and braced himself against them, the 
one with his right hand and the other 
with his left. 

30 And Samson said, “Let me die 
with the Philistines!” And he bent 
with all his might so that the house 
fell on the lords and all the people 
who were in it. So the dead whom he 
killed at his death were more than 
those whom he killed in his life. 

31 Then his brothers and all his fa- 
ther’s household came down, took 
him, brought him up and buried him 
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the 
tomb of Manoah his father. }Thus he 
had judged Israel twenty years. Ju 15:20 


Micah’s Idolatry 
1 Now there was a man of the hill 
country of Ephraim whose 
name was Micah. 
2 He said to his mother, “The 
eleven hundred pieces of silver which 
were taken from you, about which you 
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uttered a curse Tin my hearing, behold, 
the silver is with me; I took it.” And his 
mother said, “Blessed be my son by the 
LORD a Lit and also spoke it in my ears 

3 He then returned the eleven 
hundred pieces of silver to his 
mother, and his mother said, “I 
wholly dedicate the silver from my 
hand to the Lorp for my son to make 
a graven image and a molten image; 
now therefore, I will return them to 
you.” 

4 So when he returned the silver 
to his mother, his mother took two 
hundred pieces of silver and gave 
them to the silversmith who made 
Tthem into a graven image and a 
molten image, and "they were in the 
house of Micah. Lit it « Lit it was 

5 And the man Micah had a 
FRshrine and he made an ®ephod and 
household idols and consecrated one 
of his sons, that he might become his 
priest. Ju 18:24 © Ju 8:27; 18:14 

6 In those days "there was no 
king in Israel; every man did what 
was right in his own eyes. —_Ju 18:1; 19:1 

7 Now there was a young man 
from Bethlehem in Judah, of the fam- 
ily of Judah, who was a Levite; and he 
was 'staying there. Or sojourning 

Then the man departed from 
the city, from Bethlehem in Judah, to 
Tstay wherever he might find a place; 
and as he made his journey, he came 
to the ®hill country of Ephraim to the 
house of Micah. Or sojourn ¢ Jos 24:33 

9 Micah said to him, “Where do 
you come from?” And he said to him, 
“I am a Levite from Bethlehem in 
Judah, and I am going to "stay wher- 
ever I may find a place.” Or sojourn 

10 Micah then said to him, “Dwell 
with me and be £a father and a priest 
to me, and I will give you ten pieces of 
silver a year, a suit of clothes, and 
your maintenance.” So the Levite 
went in. Ju 18:19 

11 The Levite agreed to live with 
the man, and the young man became 
to him like one of his sons. 

_ 12 So Micah ‘consecrated the Le- 
vite, and the young man Rbecame his 
priest and ‘lived in the house of 
Micah. Lit filled the hand of ¢ Nu 16:10; 18:1-7 * Lit was 

13 Then Micah said, “Now I know 
that the Lorp will prosper me, seeing 
I have a Levite as priest.” 
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Danites Seek Territory 
l In those days there was no king 
of Israel; and in those days the 
tribe of the Danites was seeking an 
inheritance for themselves to live in, 
for until that day an inheritance had 
not been allotted to them as a posses- 
sion among the tribes of Israel. 

2 So the sons of Dan sent from 
their family five men out of their 
whole number, ‘valiant men from 
RZorah and Eshtaol, to spy out the 
land and to search it; and they said to 
them, “Go, search the land.” And they 
came to "the hill country of Ephraim, 
to the house of Micah, and lodged 
there. Lit men, sons of valor ¢ Ju 13:25 © Ju 17:1 

3 When they were near the 
house of Micah, they recognized the 
voice of the young man, the Levite; 
and they turned aside there and said 
to him, “Who brought you here? And 
what are you doing in this place? And 
what do you have here?” 

4 He said to them, “Thus and so 
has Micah done to me, and he has 
hired me and 8&1 have become his 
priest.” Ju 17:12 

5 They said to him, “Inquire of 
God, please, that we may know 
whether our way on which we are 
going will be prosperous.” 

6 The priest said to them, “Go in 
peace; your way in which you are 
going has the Lorp’s approval.” 

7 Then the five men departed 
and came to ®Laish and saw the peo- 
ple who were in it living in security, 
after the manner of the Sidonians, 
quiet and secure; for there was no 
ruler humiliating them for anything 
in the land, and they were far from 
the Sidonians and had no dealings 
with anyone. Jos 19:47; Ju 18:29 

8 When they came back to their 
brothers at Zorah and Eshtaol, their 
brothers said to them, “What do you 
report?” 

9 They said, “Arise, and let us go 
up against them; for we have seen the 
land, and behold, it is very good. And 
will you ‘sit still? Do not delay to go, 
to enter, to possess the land. Lit be 

10 “When you enter, you will 
come to a secure people with a spa- 
cious land; for God has given it into 


17:5 Lit house of gods 
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your hand, a place where there is no 
lack of anything that is on the earth.” 

11 Then from the family of the 
Danites, from Zorah and from Esh- 
taol, six hundred men armed with 
weapons of war set out. 

12 They Went up and camped at 
Kiriath-jearim in Judah. Therefore 
they called that place F.$Mahaneh-dan 
to this day; behold, it is west of 
Kiriath-jearim. Ju 13:25 

_13 They passed from there to the 
hill country of Ephraim and came to 
the house of Micah. 


Danites Take Micah’s Idols 

14 Then the five men who went to 
spy out the country of Laish said to 
their kinsmen, “Do you know that 
there are in these houses 8an ephod 
and Fhousehold idols and a graven 
image and a molten image? Now 
therefore, consider what you should 
do.” Ju 175 

15 They turned aside there and 
came to the house of the young man, 
the Levite, to the house of Micah, and 
asked him of his welfare. 

16 The six hundred men armed 
with their weapons of war, who were 
of the sons of Dan, stood by the en- 
trance of the gate. 

17 Now the five men who went to 
spy out the land went up and entered 
there, and took ®the graven image and 
the ephod and household idols and 
the molten image, while the priest 
stood by the entrance of the gate with 
the six hundred men armed with 
weapons of war. Ge 31:19, 30; Is 41:29; Mi 5:13 

18 When these went into Micah’s 
house and took the graven image, the 
ephod and Thousehold idols and the 
molten image, the priest said to them, 
“What are you doing?” Heb teraphim 

19 They said to him, “Be silent, 
Rput your hand over your mouth and 
come with us, and be to us 8a father 
and a priest. Is it better for you to be a 
priest to the house of one man, or to 
be priest to a tribe and a family in Is- 
rael>” Job 21:5; 29:9; 40:4 © Ju 17:10 

20 The priest’s heart was glad, 
and he took the ephod and Thouse- 
hold idols and the graven image and 
went among the people. Heb teraphim 

21 Then they turned and de- 
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parted, and put the little ones and the 
livestock and the valuables in front of 
them. 

22 When they had gone some dis- 
tance from the house of Micah, the 
men who were in the houses near 
Micah’s house assembled and over- 
took the sons of Dan. 

23 They cried to the sons of Dan, 
who turned around and said to Micah, 
“What is the matter with you, that 
you have assembled together?” 

24 He said, “You have taken away 
my gods which I made, and the 
priest, and have gone away, and what 
do I have besides? So how can you 
say to me, ‘What is the matter with 
you?’” 

25 The sons of Dan said to him, 
“Do not let your voice be heard 
among us, or else fierce men will fall 
upon you and you will lose your life, 
with the lives of your household.” 

26 So the sons of Dan went on 
their way; and when Micah saw that 
they were too strong for him, he 
turned and went back to his house. 

27 Then they took what Micah 
had made and the priest who had be- 
longed to him, and came to Laish, to a 
people quiet and secure, and struck 
them with the edge of the sword; and 
they burned the city with fire. 

28 And there was no one to de- 
liver them, because it was far from 
Sidon and they had no dealings with 
anyone, and it was in the valley which 
is near 8Beth-rehob. And they rebuilt 
the city and lived in it. 2 Sa 10:6 

29 ®They called the name of the 
city Dan, after the name of Dan their 
father who was born in Israel; how- 
ever, the name of the city formerly 
was Laish. Jos 19:47 

30 The sons of Dan set up for 
themselves "the graven image; and 
Jonathan, the son of ®Gershom, the 
son of ‘Manasseh, ®he and his sons 
were priests to the tribe of the Dan- 
ites until the day of the captivity of the 
and. Ju 17:3, 5 © Ex 2:22; 18:3 © Ju 17:3, 5 

31 So they set up for themselves 
Micah’s graven image which he had 
made, all the time that the Shouse of 
God was at Shiloh. Jos 18:1 


18:12 I.e. the camp of Dan 18:14 Heb teraphim 
18:30 Some ancient versions read Moses 
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A Levite’s Concubine Degraded 
l Now it came about in those 
days, when ®there was no king 
in Israel, that there was a certain 
Levite staying in the remote part of 
the hill country of Ephraim, who took 
a concubine for himself from Bethle- 
hem in Judah. Ju 18:1 ¢ Or sojourning 

2 But his concubine played the 
harlot against him, and she went 
away from him to her father’s house 
in Bethlehem in Judah, and was there 
for a period of four months. 

3 Then her husband arose and 
went after her to ®speak tenderly to 
her in order to bring her back, ‘taking 
with him his servant and a pair of 
donkeys. So she brought him into her 
father’s house, and when the girl’s fa- 
ther saw him, he was glad to meet 
him. Ge 34:3; 50:21 © Lit to her heart ¢ Lit and 

4 His father-in-law, the girl’s fa- 
ther, detained him; and he remained 
with him three days. So they ate and 
drank and lodged there. 

5. Now on the fourth day they got 
up early in the morning, and he 'pre- 
pared to go; and the girl’s father said 
to his son-in-law, “®Sustain yourself 
with a piece of bread, and afterward 
you may go.” Lit arose * Ge 18:5; Ju 19:8 

6 So both of them sat down and 
ate and drank together; and the girl’s 
father said to the man, “Please be will- 
ing to spend the night, and let your 
heart be merry.” 

7 Then the man arose to go, but 
his father-in-law urged him so that he 
spent the night there again. 

8 On the fifth day he arose to go 
early in the morning, and the girl’s fa- 
ther said, “Please sustain ‘yourself, 
and wait until afternoon”; so both of 
them ate. Lit your heart ¢ Lit the day declines 

9 When the man arose to go 
along with his concubine and servant, 
his father-in-law, the girl’s father, said 
to him, “Behold now, the day has 
drawn to a close; please spend the 
night. Lo, the day is coming to an end; 
spend the night here that your heart 
may be merry. Then tomorrow you 
may arise early for your journey so 
that you may go home.” 

10 But the man was not willing to 
spend the night, so he arose and de- 
parted and came to a place opposite 
RJebus (that is, Jerusalem). And there 
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were with him a pair of saddled don- 
keys; his concubine also was with 
him. 1Ch 11:4,5 

11 When they were near Jebus, 
the day was almost gone; and ®the 
servant said to his master, “Please 
come, and let us turn aside into this 
city of the Jebusites and spend the 
night in it.” Ju 19:19 

12: However, his master said to 
him, “We will not turn aside into the 
city of foreigners who are not of the 
sons of Israel; but we will go on as far 
as Gibeah.” 

13 He said to his servant, “Come 
and let us approach one of these 
places; and we will spend the night in 
Gibeah or Ramah.” 

14 So they passed along and went 
their way, and the sun set on them 
near Gibeah which belongs to Ben- 
jamin. 

15 They turned aside there in 
order to enter and lodge in Gibeah. 
When ‘they entered, they sat down in 
the open square of the city, for no one 
took them into his house to spend the 
night. So with Gr; M.T. he 

16 Then behold, an old man was 
coming out of the field from his work 
at evening. Now the man was from 
Rthe hill country of Ephraim, and he 
was staying in Gibeah, but the men of 
the place were Benjamites. Ju 19:1 

17 And he lifted up his eyes and 

saw the traveler in the open square of 
the city; and the old man said, “Where 
are you going, and where do you 
come from?” 
_ 18 He said to him, “We are pass- 
ing from Bethlehem in Judah to the 
remote part of the hill country of 
Ephraim, for I am from there, and I 
went to Bethlehem in Judah: But lam 
now going to my house, and no man 
will take me into his house. 

19 “Yet there is both straw and 
fodder for our donkeys, and also 
bread and wine for me, Tyour maid- 
servant, and ®the young man who is 
with your servants; there is no lack of 
anything.” I.e. my concubine * Ju 19:11 

20 The old man said, “®Peace to 
you. Only let me take care of all your 
needs; however, do not spend the 
night in the open square.” Ge 43:23: Ju 6:23 

21 So he took him into his house 
and gave the donkeys fodder, and 
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they washed their feet and ate and 
drank. Ge 24:32, 33 

22. While they were celebrating, 
behold, the men of the city, certain 
worthless fellows, surrounded the 
house, pounding the door; and they 
spoke to the owner of the house, the 
old man, saying, “Bring out the man 
who came into your house that we 
may have relations with him.” 

23 Then the man, the owner of the 
house, went out to them and said to 
them, “No, my fellows, please do not 
act so wickedly; since this man has 
come into my house, do not commit 
this act of folly. 

24 “RHere is my virgin daughter 
and his concubine. Please let me 
bring them out that you may ravish 
them and do to them whatever you 
wish. But do not commit such an act 
of folly against this man.” Ge 19:8 

25 But the men would not listen to 
him. So the man seized his concubine 
and brought her out to them; and they 
raped her and abused her all night 
until morning, then let her go at the 
approach of dawn. 

26 As the day began to dawn, the 
woman came and fell down at the 
doorway of the man’s house where 
her master was, until full daylight. 

27 When her master arose in the 
morning and opened the doors of the 
house and went out to go on his way, 
then behold, his concubine was lying 
at the doorway of the house with her 
hands on the threshold. 

28 He said to her, “Get up and let 
us go,” ®but there was no answer. 
Then he placed her on the donkey; 
and the man arose and went to his 
Thome. Ju 20:5 ¢ Lit place 

29 When he entered his house, he 
took a knife and laid hold of his con- 
cubine and Xcut her in twelve pieces, 
limb by limb, and sent her throughout 
the territory of Israel. 1 $a 11:7 

30 All who saw it said, “Nothing 
like this has ever happened or been 
seen from the day when the sons of 
Israel came up from the land of Egypt 
to this day. Consider it, *take counsel 
and speak up!” Ju 20:7; Pr 13:10 


Resolve to Punish the Guilty 
2 Then all the sons of Israel from 
Dan to Beersheba, including the 
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land of Gilead, came out, and the con- 
gregation assembled as one man to 
the Lorp at 8Mizpah. 1Sa75 

2 The chiefs of all the people, 
even of all the tribes of Israel, took 
their stand in the assembly of the peo- 
ple of God, 400,000 foot soldiers who 
drew the sword. Ju 8:10 

3 (Now the sons of Benjamin 
heard that the sons of Israel had gone 
up to Mizpah.) And the sons of Israel 
said, “Tell us, how did this wickedness 
take place?” 

4 So the Levite, the husband of 
the woman who was murdered, an- 
swered and said, “I came with my 
concubine to spend the night at 
Gibeah which belongs to Benjamin. 

5 “But the men of Gibeah rose up 
against me and surrounded the house 
at night because of me. They intended 
to kill me; instead, they ravished my 
concubine so that she died. 

6 “And I took hold of my concu- 
bine and cut her in pieces and sent 
her throughout the land of Israel’s in- 
heritance; for they have committed a 
lewd and disgraceful act in Israel. 

7 “Behold, all you sons of Israel, 
give your advice and counsel here.” 

8 Then all the people arose as 
one man, saying, “Not one of us will 
go to his tent, nor will any of us re- 
turn to his house. 

9 “But now this is the thing 
which we will do to Gibeah; we will 
go up against it by lot. 

10 “And we will take 10 men out 
of 100 throughout the tribes of Israel, 
and 100 out of 1,000, and 1,000 out of 
10,000 to ‘supply food for the people, 
that when they come to 'Gibeah of 
Benjamin, they may punish them for 
all the disgraceful acts that they have 
committed in Israel.” Lit take » Heb Geba 

11 Thus all the men of Israel were 
gathered against the city, united as 
one man. 

12 Then the tribes of Israel sent 
men through the entire tribe of Ben- 
jamin, saying, “What is this wicked- 
ness that has taken place among you? 

13 “Now then, deliver up the men, 
the FRworthless fellows in Gibeah, 
that we may put them to death and re- 
move this wickedness from Israel.” 


20:13 Lit sons of Belial 
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But the sons of Benjamin would not 
listen to the voice of their brothers, 
the sons of Israel. 2.Co 6:15 

14 The sons of Benjamin gathered 
from the cities to Gibeah, to go out to 
battle against the sons of Israel. 

15 From the cities on that day the 
sons of Benjamin were numbered, 
26,000 men who draw the sword, be- 
sides the inhabitants of Gibeah who 
were numbered, 700 choice men. 

16 Out of all these people 700 
Rchoice men were left-handed; each 
one could sling a stone at a hair and 
not miss. Ju 3:15; 1 Ch 12:2 

17 Then the men of Israel besides 
Benjamin were ™numbered, 400,000 
men who draw the sword; all these 
were men of war. Or mustered 


Civil War, Benjamin Defeated 

18 Now the sons of Israel arose, 
went up to Bethel, and inquired of 
God and said, “Who shall go up first 
for us to battle against the sons of 
Benjamin?” Then the Lorp said, 
“Judah shall go up first.” 

19 So the sons of Israel arose in 
the morning and camped against 
Gibeah. 

20 The men of Israel went out to 
battle against Benjamin, and the men 
of Israel arrayed for battle against 
them at Gibeah. 

21 Then the sons of Benjamin 
came out of Gibeah and felled to the 
ground on that day 22,000 men of Is- 
rael. Ju 20:25 

22 But the people, the men of Is- 
rael, encouraged themselves and ar- 
rayed for battle again in the place 
where they had arrayed themselves 
the first day. 

23 ®The sons of Israel went up and 
wept before the Lorp until evening, 
and ®inquired of the Lorpb, saying, 
“Shall we again draw near for battle 
against the sons of my brother Ben- 
jamin?” And the Lorp said, “Go up 
against him.” Jos 7:6, 7 © Ju 20:18 

24 Then the sons of Israel Tcame 
against the sons of Benjamin the sec- 
ond day. Lit approached 

25 Benjamin went out ‘against 
them from Gibeah the second day and 
Tfelled to the ground again 18,000 
men of the sons of Israel; all these 
drew the sword. Lit to meet ¢ Lit destroyed 
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26 Then fall the sons of Israel and 
all the people went up and came to 
Bethel and wept; thus they remained 
there before the Lorp and fasted that 
day until evening. And they offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings 
before the Lorpb. Ju 20:23; 21:2 

27 The sons of Israel inquired of 
the Lorb (for the ark of the covenant 
of God was there in those days, Ju20:18 

28 and Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar, Aaron’s son, stood before it 
to minister in those days), saying, 
“Shall I yet again go out to battle 
against the sons of my brother Ben- 
jamin, or shall I cease?” And the Lorp 
said, “Go up, ®for tomorrow I will de- 
liver them into your hand.” Ju79 

29 ®So Israel set men in ambush 
around Gibeah. Jos 8:4 

30 The sons of Israel went up 
against the sons of Benjamin on the 
third day and arrayed themselves 
against Gibeah as at other times. 

31 8The sons of Benjamin went 
out against the people and were 
drawn away from the city, and they 
began to strike and kill some of the 
people as at other times, on the high- 
ways, one of which goes up to Bethel 
and the other to Gibeah, and in the 
field, about thirty men of Israel. Jos 8:16 

32 The sons of Benjamin said, 
“They are struck down before us, as 
at the first.” But the sons of Israel 
said, “Let us flee that we may draw 
them away from the city to the high- 
ways.” 

33 Then all the men of Israel arose 
from their place and arrayed them- 
selves at Baal-tamar; 8and the men of 
Israel in ambush broke out of their 
place, even out of Maareh-geba. jos 8:19 

34 When ten thousand choice men 
from all Israel came against Gibeah, 
the battle became "fierce; ®but Ben- 
jamin did not know that disaster was 
close to them. Lit heavy ¢ Jos 8:14; Job 21:13 

35 And the Lorp struck Benjamin 
before Israel, so that the sons of Israel 
destroyed 25,100 men of Benjamin 
that day, all who draw the sword. 

36 So the sons of Benjamin saw 
that they were ™defeated. }When the 
men of Israel gave 'ground to Ben- 
jamin because they relied on the men 
in ambush whom they had set against 
Gibeah, Lit smitten ¢ Jos 8:15 © Lit place 
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37 the men in ambush hurried 
_ and rushed against Gibeah; the men 
in ambush also deployed and struck 
all the city with the edge of the 
sword. 

38 Now the appointed sign be- 
tween the men of Israel and the men 
in ambush was that they would make 
a great cloud of smoke rise from the 
city. Jos 8:20 
7939 Then the men of Israel turned 
in the battle, and Benjamin began to 
strike Tand kill about thirty men of Is- 
rael, ®for they said, “Surely they are 
"defeated before us, as in the first bat- 
le.” Lit slain ones ¢ Ju 20:32 ¢ Lit smitten 

40 But when the cloud began to 
- rise from the city in a column of 
smoke, Benjamin looked "behind 
them; and behold, the whole city was 
going up in smoke to heaven. © Jos 8:20 

41 Then the men of Israel turned, 
and the men of Benjamin were terri- 
fied; for they saw that ®disaster was 
close to them. Pr 5:22; 11:5, 6; 29:6 

42 Therefore, they turned their 
backs before the men of Israel toward 
the direction of the wilderness, but 
the battle overtook them while those 
who came out of the cities destroyed 
them in the midst of them. 

43 ®They surrounded Benjamin, 
pursued them without rest and trod 
them down opposite Gibeah toward 
the Teast. Ho 9:9; 10:9 ¢ Lit sunrise 

44 Thus 18,000 men of Benjamin 
fell; all these were valiant warriors. 

45 TThe rest turned and fled to- 
ward the wilderness to the rock of 
RRimmon, but they ‘caught 5,000 of 
them on the highways and overtook 
them at Gidom and killed 2,000 of 
them. So with Gr; Heb And they Ju 21:13 « Lit gleaned 

46 So all of Benjamin who fell 
that day were 25,000 men who draw 
the sword; all these were valiant war- 
riors. 

47 But 600 men turned and fled to- 
ward the wilderness to the rock of 
Rimmon, and they remained at the 
rock of Rimmon four months. 

48 The men of Israel then turned 
back against the sons of Benjamin 
and struck them with the edge of the 
sword, both the entire city with the 
cattle ‘and all that they found; they 
also set on fire all the cities which 
they found. 


JUDGES 21:12 


Mourning Lost Tribe 

2 Now the men of Israel ®had 
sworn in Mizpah, saying, “None 

of us shall give his daughter to Ben- 

jamin Tin marriage.” ju21-7, 18 « Lit for awife 

2 So the people came to Bethel 
and sat there before God until 
evening, and lifted up their voices and 
wept Thitterly. Ju 20:26 © Lit with great weeping 

3 They said, “Why, O Lorp, God 
of Israel, has this come about in Is- 
rael, so that one tribe should be miss- 
ing today in Israel?” 

4 It came about the next day that 
the people arose early and built Fan 
altar there and offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings. De 12:5; 2 Sa 24:25 

5 Then the sons of Israel said, 
“Who is there among all the tribes of 
Israel who did not come up in the as- 
sembly to the Lorp?” For Tthey had 
taken a great oath concerning him 
Rwho did not come up to the Lorp at 
Mizpah, saying, “He shall surely be 
put to death.” Lit there was a great oath « Ju 5:23 

6 And the sons of Israel were 
sorry for their brother Benjamin and 
said, “One tribe is cut off from Israel 
today. 

7 “What shall we do for wives for 
those who are left, since we have 
sworn by the Lorp not to give them 
any of our daughters in marriage?” 


Provision for Their Survival 

8 And they said, “What one is 
there of the tribes of Israel who did 
not come up to the Lorp at Mizpah?” 
And behold, no one had come to the 
camp from Jabesh-gilead to the as- 
sembly. 

9 For when the people were num- 
bered, behold, not one of the inhabi- 
tants of Jabesh-gilead was there. 

10 And the congregation sent 
12,000 of the valiant warriors there, 
and commanded them, saying, “Go 
and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
gilead with the edge of the sword, 
with the women and the little ones. 

11 “This is the thing that you shall 
do: you ®shall utterly destroy every 
man and every woman who has “lain 
with a man.” Nu 31:17 ¢ Lit known lying with 

12 And they found among the in- 
habitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young 
virgins who had not known a man by 
lying with Thim; and they brought 
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them to the camp at Shiloh, which is 
in the land of Canaan. Lit a male 

13 Then the whole congregation 
sent word and spoke to the sons of 
Benjamin who were Rat the rock of 
Rimmon, and ®proclaimed peace to 
them. Ju 20:47 © De 20:10 

14 Benjamin returned at that time, 
and they gave them the women whom 
they had kept alive from the women 
of Jabesh-gilead; yet they ‘were not 
enough for them. Lit did not find it so 

15 And the people were sorry for 
Benjamin because the Lorp had made 
a breach in the tribes of Israel. 

16 Then the elders of the congre- 
gation said, “What shall we do for 
wives for those who are left, since the 
women are destroyed out of Ben- 
jamin?” 

17 They said, “There must be an 
inheritance for the survivors of Ben- 
jamin, so that a tribe will not be blot- 
ted out from Israel. 

18 “But we cannot give them 
wives of our daughters.” For the sons 
of Israel had sworn, saying, “Cursed is 
he who gives a wife to Benjamin.” 

19 So they said, “Behold, there is a 
feast of the Lorp from year to year in 
RShiloh, which is on the north side of 
Bethel, on the east side of the high- 
way that goes up from Bethel to 
Shechem, and on the south side of 
Lebonah.” Jos 18:1; Ju 18:31; 1 Sa 1:3 
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20 And they commanded the sons 
of Benjamin, saying, “Go and lie in 
wait in the vineyards, 

21 and watch; and behold, if the 
daughters of Shiloh come out to 8take 
part in the dances, then you shall 
come out of the vineyards and each of 
you shall catch his wife from the 
daughters of Shiloh, and go to the 
land of Benjamin. Ex 15:20; Ju 11:34 

22 “It shall come about, when 
their fathers or their brothers come to 
complain to us, that we shall say to 
them, ‘Give them to us voluntarily, be- 
cause we did not take for each man of 
Benjamin ‘a wife in battle, nor did 
you give them to them, else you would 
now be guilty.’” Lit his © Ju 21:1, 18 

23 The sons of Benjamin did so, 
and took wives according to their 
number from those who danced, 
whom they carried away. And they 
went and returned to their inheritance 
and rebuilt the cities and lived in 
them. Ju 20:48 

24 The sons of Israel departed 
from there at that time, every man to 
his tribe and family, and each one of 
them went out from there to his in- 
heritance. 

25 ®In those days there was no 
king in Israel; everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes. Ju 17:6; 18:1; 19:1 


RUTH 


Author: The Book of Ruth provides a 
cameo to the other side of 
the biblical story—the godly 
remnant who remain true to 
the laws of God. Although the 
author of Ruth is not given 
anywhere in the book, the 
anonymity should not detract 
from its spiritual value or lit- 
erary beauty. Tradition has at- 
tributed the writing of Ruth to 
Samuel, but this is difficult to 
reconcile with the mention of 
David when Samuel died be- 
fore David was installed as 
king. 

Time: During the Judges 


Key Verse: Ru 1:16 


Naomi Widowed 
Now it came about in the days 
when the judges governed, that 
there was a famine in the land. And a 
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah 
went to sojourn in the land of Moab 
with his wife and his two sons. 

2 The name of the man was 
Elimelech, and the name of his wife, 
Naomi; and the names of his two 
sons were Mahlon and Chilion, 
Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. 
Now they 8entered the land of Moab 
and remained there. Ju 3:30 

3 Then Elimelech, Naomi’s hus- 
band, died; and she was left with her 
two sons. 

4 They took for themselves 
Moabite women as wives; the name 
of the one was Orpah and the name of 
the other Ruth. And they lived there 
about ten years. 

5 Then ™both Mahlon and Chil- 
ion also died, and the woman was 
bereft of her two children and her 
husband. Lit both of them 

6 Then she arose with her 
daughters-in-law that she might re- 
turn from the land of Moab, for she 


Theme: Ruth is a simple yet intriguing 
short story. Throughout the 
story, the characters develop 
and eventually exhibit wisdom, 
loyalty, and obedience to God 
and the customs of the day. 
We see an interesting ro- 
mance bloom out of most 
unusual circumstances. It pro- 
vides a platform for some pro- 
found understanding of God’s 
covenant plans with His peo- 
ple, Israel. We see the details 
of His plan unfold in the lives 
of a widow, her foreign born 
daughter-in-law, and a distant 
relative. We also see the line- 
age of David and Christ es- 
tablished and blessed. 


had heard in the land of Moab that 
the Lorp had visited His people in 
giving them food. Ex 4:31; Je 29:10; Zep 2:7 

7 So she departed from the place 
where she was, and her two daugh- 
ters-in-law with her; and they went on 
the way to return to the land of Judah. 

8 And Naomi said to her two 

daughters-in-law, “Go, return 
each of you to her mother’s house. 
RMay the Lorp deal kindly with you 
as you have dealt with the dead and 
with me. 2 Ti 1:16 

9 “May the Lorp grant that you 


‘ may find rest, each in the house of her 


husband.” Then she kissed them, and 
they lifted up their voices and wept. 

10 And they said to her, “No, but 
we will surely return with you to your 
people.” 

11 But Naomi said, “Return, my 
daughters. Why should you go with 
me? Have I yet sons in my womb, that 
they may be your husbands? 
ve 12 “Return, my daughters! Go, 

for I am too old to have a hus- 
band. If I said I have hope, if I should 
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even have a husband tonight and also 
bear sons, r 

13 would you therefore wait until 
they were grown? Would you there- 
fore refrain from marrying? No, my 
daughters; for it is harder for me than 
for you, for the hand of the Lorp has 
gone forth against me.” 


Ruth’s Loyalty . 

14 And they lifted up their voices 
and wept again; and Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

15 Then she said, “Behold, your 
sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and her ®gods; return after 
your sister-in-law.” Jos 24:15; Ju 11:24 
iva 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge 

me to leave you or turn back 
from following you; for where you go, 
I will go, and where you lodge, I will 
lodge. Your people shall be my people, 
and your God, my God. 

17 “Where you die, I will die, and 
there I will be buried. Thus may the 
Lorp do to me, and worse, if anything 
but death parts you and me.” 

18 When ®she saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she ‘said 
no more to her. Ac 21:14 ¢ Lit ceased to speak 

19 So they both went until they 
came to Bethlehem. And when they 
had come to Bethlehem, all the city 
was Stirred because of them, and the 
women said, “Is this Naomi?” ma21:10 

20 She said to them, “Do not call 
me *’Naomi; call me *™Mara, for ®the 
fae has dealt very bitterly with 

le. pleasant ¢ Ie. bitter « Ex 6:3; Job 6:4 

me “T went out full, but the Lorp 
has brought me back empty. Why do 
you call me Naomi, since the Lorp 
has witnessed against me and the 
Almighty has afflicted me?” Job 1:21 

22 So Naomi returned, and with 
her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter- 
in-law, who returned from the land of 
Moab. And they came to Bethlehem 
at the beginning of barley harvest. 


Ruth Gleans in Boaz’ Field 
Now Naomi had a kinsman of her 
husband, a man of great wealth, of 
the family of SElimelech, whose name 
was Boaz. Ru 1:2 
2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to 
Naomi, “Please let me go to the field 
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and glean among the ears of grain 
after one in whose sight I may find 
favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my 
daughter.” Le 19:9, 10; 23:22; De 24:19; Ru 2:7 

3 So she departed and went and 
gleaned in the field after the reapers; 
and she happened to come to the por- 
tion of the field belonging to Boaz, 
who was of the family of Elimelech. 
yw 4 Now behold, Boaz came from 

Bethlehem and said to the 
reapers, “RMay the Lorp be with you.” 
And they said to him, “May the Lorp 
bless you.” Ju 6:12; Ps 129:8; Lk 1:28; 2 Th 3:16 

5 Then Boaz said to his servant 
who was in charge of the reapers, 
“Whose young woman is this?” 

6 The servant in charge of the 
reapers replied, “She is the young 
Moabite woman who returned with 
Naomi from the land of Moab. 

7 “And she said, ‘Please let me 
glean and gather after the reapers 
among the sheaves.’ Thus she came 
and has remained from the morning 
until now; she has been sitting in the 
house for a little while.” 

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Lis- 
ten carefully, my daughter. Do not go 
to glean in another field; furthermore, 
do not go on from this one, but stay 
here with my maids. Lit Have you not heard 

9 “Let your eyes be on the field 
which they reap, and go after them. 
Indeed, I have commanded the ser- 
vants not to touch you. When you are 
thirsty, go to the ‘water jars and drink 
from what the servants draw.” Lit vessels 

10. Then she ®fell on her face, bow- 
ing to the ground and said to him, 
“Why have I found favor in your sight 
that you should take notice of me, 
since I am a foreigner?” 1Sa 25:23 

11 Boaz replied to her, “All that 
you have done for your mother-in-law 
after the death of your husband has 
been fully reported to me, and how 
you left your father and your mother 
and the land of your birth, and came 
to a people that you did not previously 
know. 

12 “May the Lorp reward your 
work, and your wages be full from the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to seek refuge.” 

13 Then she said, “I have found 
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favor in your sight, my lord, for you 
have comforted me and indeed have 
spoken ‘kindly to your maidservant, 
though I am not like one of your 
maidservants.” Lit to the heart of your 

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, 
“TCome here, that you may eat of the 
bread and dip your piece of bread in 
the vinegar.” So she sat beside the 
reapers; and he served her roasted 
grain, and she ate and was satisfied 
Rand had some left. Lit Draw near ¢ Ru 2:18 
yw 15 When she rose to glean, Boaz 

commanded his servants, saying, 
“Let her glean even among the 
sheaves, and do not insult her. 

16 “Also you shall purposely pull 
out for her some grain from the bun- 
dles and leave it that she may glean, 
and do not rebuke her.” 

17 So she gleaned in the field until 
evening. Then she beat out what she 
had gleaned, and it was about an 
ephah of barley. 

18 She took it up and went into 
the city, and her mother-in-law saw 
what she had gleaned. She also took 
it out and gave Naomi what she had 
left after she was satisfied. Ru 2:14 

19 Her mother-in-law then said to 
her, “Where did you glean today and 
where did you work? May he who 
Rtook notice of you be blessed.” So 
she told her mother-in-law with whom 
she had worked and said, “The name 
of the man with whom I worked today 
is Boaz.” Ps 41:1 
yw 20 Naomi said to her daughter- 

in-law, “kMay he be blessed of 
the Lorp who has not withdrawn his 
kindness to the living and to the 
dead.” Again Naomi said to her, “The 
man is ‘our relative, he is one of our 
closest relatives.” 2 Sa 2:5 © Lit near to us 

21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, 
“Furthermore, he said to me, ‘You 
should stay close to my servants until 
they have finished all my harvest.’” 

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daugh- 
ter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, 
that you go out with his maids, so that 
Hoe do not fall upon you in another 
field.” 

23 So she stayed close by the 
maids of Boaz in order to glean until 
Rthe end of the barley harvest and the 
wheat harvest. And she lived with her 
mother-in-law. De 16:9 
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Boaz Will Redeem Ruth 

Then Naomi her mother-in-law 

said to her, “My daughter, shall I 
not seek "security for you, that it may 
be well with you? Lit rest 

2 “Now is not Boaz Xour kins- 
man, with whose maids you were? Be- 
hold, he winnows barley at the 
threshing floor tonight. De 25:5-10 

3 “Wash yourself therefore, and 
anoint yourself and put on your best 
clothes, and go down to the threshing 
floor; but do not make yourself 
known to the man until he has fin- 
ished eating and drinking. 

4 “It shall be when he lies down, 
that you shall ™notice the place where 
he lies, and you shall go and uncover 
his feet and lie down; then he will tell 
you what you shall do.” Lit know 

5 She said to her, “RAIl that you 
say I will do.” Ep 6:1; Col 3:20 

6 So she went down to the 
threshing floor and did according to 
all that her mother-in-law had com- 
manded her. 

7 When Boaz had eaten and 
drunk and his heart was merry, he 
went to lie down at the end of the 
heap of grain; and she came secretly, 
and uncovered his feet and lay down. 

8 It happened in the middle of 
the night that the man was startled 
and bent forward; and behold, a 
woman was lying at his feet. 

9 He said, “Who are you?” And 
she answered, “I am Ruth your maid. 
So spread your covering over your 
maid, for you are a ‘close relative.” 
yw 10 Then he said, ““May you be 

blessed of the Lorp, my daugh- 
ter. You have shown your last kind- 
ness to be better than the first by not 
going after young men, whether poor 
or rich. Ru 2:20 

11 “Now, my daughter, do not fear. 
I will do for you whatever you ask, for 
all my people in the city know that 
you are a woman of excellence. 

12 “Nowit is true I ama ‘close rel- 
ative; however, there is a relative 
closer than I. Or redeemer 

13 “Remain this night, and when 
morning comes, Rif he will redeem 
you, good; let him redeem you. But if 
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he does not wish to redeem you, then 
I will redeem you, as the Lorp lives. 
Lie down until morning.” De 25:5; Ma 22:24 

14 So she lay at his feet until 
morning and rose before one could 
recognize another; and he said, “®Let 
it not be known that the woman came 
to the threshing floor.” Ro 14:16; 2 Co 8:21 

15 Again he said, “Give me the 
cloak that is on you and hold it.” So 
she held it, and he measured six 
measures of barley and laid it on her. 
Then she went into the city. 

16 When she came to her mother- 
in-law, she said, “How did it go, my 
daughter?” And she told her all that 
the man had done for her. Lit who are you? 

17 She said, “These six measures 
of barley he gave to me, for he said, 
‘Do not go to your mother-in-law 
empty-handed.” 

18 Then she said, “Wait, my 
daughter, until you know how the 
matter turns out; for the man will not 
rest until he has settled it today.” 


The Marriage of Ruth 
Now Boaz went up to the gate and 
sat down there, and behold, ®the 
close relative of whom Boaz spoke 
was passing by, so he said, “Turn 
aside, friend, sit down here.” And he 
turned aside and sat down. Ru 3:12 
2 He took ten men of the elders 
of the city and said, “Sit down here.” 
So they sat down. 1 Ki 21:8; Pr 31:23 
3 Then he said to the ‘closest rel- 
ative, “Naomi, who has come back 
from the land of Moab, has to sell the 
piece of land 'which belonged to our 
brother Elimelech. Lit redeemer ¢ Le 25:25 
4 “So I thought to inform you, 
saying, ‘Buy it before those who are 
sitting here, and before the elders of 
my people. If you will redeem it, re- 
deem it; but if not, tell me that I may 
know; for there is no one but you to 
redeem it, and I am after you.” And 
he said, “I will redeem it.” Le 25:25 
5 Then Boaz said, “On the day 
you buy the field from the hand of 
Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth 
the Moabitess, the widow of the de- 
ceased, in order to raise up the name 
of the deceased on his inheritance.” 
6 ®The ‘closest relative said, “I 
cannot redeem it for myself, because 
I would jeopardize my own inheri- 


tance. Redeem it for yourself; you 
may have my right of redemption, for 
I cannot redeem it.” Le 25:25 « Lit redeemer 
7 Now this was ®the custom in 
former times in Israel concerning the 
redemption and the exchange of land 
to confirm any matter: a man re- 
moved his sandal and gave it to an- 
other; and this was the manner of 
attestation in Israel. De 25:8-10 
8 So the ‘closest relative said to 
Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” And he re- 
moved his sandal. Lit redeemer 
9 Then Boaz said to the elders 
and all the people, “You are witnesses 
today that I have bought from the 
hand of Naomi all that belonged to 
Elimelech and all that belonged ‘to 
Chilion and Mahlon. 
an 10 “Moreover, I have acquired 
Ruth the Moabitess, the widow 
of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to 
raise up the name of the deceased on 
his inheritance, so that the name of 
the deceased will not be cut off from 
his brothers or from the court of his 
birth place; you are witnesses today.” 
11 All the people who were in the 
Tcourt, and the elders, said, “We are 
witnesses. May the Lorp make the 
woman who is ‘coming into your 
home &like Rachel and Leah, both 
of whom built the house of Israel; 
and may you achieve ‘wealth in 
Ephrathah and become famous in 
Bethlehem. Lit gate ¢ Ge 29:25-30 ° Or power 
12 “Moreover, may your house be 
like the house of 8Perez whom Tamar 
bore to Judah, through the offspring 
which the Lorp will give you by this 
young woman.” Ge 38:29; 46:12; Ru 4:18 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she 
became his wife, and he went in 
to her. And the Lorp enabled her to 
conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 
14 Then the Rwomen said to 
Naomi, “Blessed is the Lorp who has 
not left you without a redeemer today, 
and may his name 'become famous in 
Israel. Lk 1:58 ¢ Or closest relative 
15 “May he also be to you a re- 
storer of life and a sustainer of your 
old age; for your daughter-in-law, 
who loves you and is better to you 
wae seven sons, has given birth to 
im.” 
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The Line of David Began Here 

16 Then Naomi took the child 
Tand laid him in her lap, and became 
his nurse. Ie. as her own 

17 The neighbor women gave him 
a name, saying, “A son has been born 
to Naomi!” So they named him Obed. 
He is the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. 

18 Now these are the generations 
of Perez: to Perez was born Hezron, 
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19 and to Hezron was born Ram, 
and to Ram, Amminadab, 

20 and to Amminadab was born 
Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, 

21 and to Salmon was born Boaz, 
and to Boaz, Obed, 
Pe 22 and to Obed was born Jesse, 

and to Jesse, David. 
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1 SAMUEL 


The author of 1 and 2 Samuel 
is anonymous. Samuel may 
have written the first portion of 
the book, but his death 
recorded in 1 Samuel 25:1 
makes it clear that he did not 
write all of 1 or 2 Samuel. It is 
very possible that a single 
compiler, perhaps a member 
of the prophetic school men- 
tioned in 1 Chronicles 29:29, 
used the various writings ref- 
erenced as the chronicles of 
“Nathan the prophet,” “Gad 
the seer” and “Samuel the 
seer.” 


GC, LIO5-TOTT B.C, 
1 Sa 13:14 


Author: 


Time: 
Key Verse: 


Elkanah and His Wives 
Now there was a certain man from 
Ramathaim-zophim from the hill 
country of Ephraim, and his name 
was ®Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the 
son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son 
of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 11 ch 6-22-28, 33-38 

2 He had two wives: the name of 
one was Hannah and the name of the 
other Peninnah; and Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had no chil- 
dren. 

3 Now this man would go up 
from his city 8yearly to worship and 
to sacrifice to the Lorp of hosts in 
Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, were priests to 
the Lorp there. Ex 34:23; 1 Sa 1:21; Lk 2:41 

4 When the day came that Elka- 
nah sacrificed, he ®would give por- 
tions to Peninnah his wife and to all 
her sons and her daughters; pe 12:17, 18 

5 but to Hannah he would give a 
double portion, for he loved Hannah, 
but the Lorpb had closed her womb. 

6 Her rival, however, would pro- 


First Samuel tells the story of 
three characters: Samuel, 
Saul, and David. Saul’s story 
begins the line of Israel’s 
monarchy. His story ends with 
the end of 1 Samuel. David’s 
starts in 1 Samuel, goes 
through 2 Samuel and ends 
in the first few chapters of 1 
Kings. Ali three of the main 
characters in this book make 
mistakes that cost them 
dearly. Samuel has problems 
with his own sons. The result 
is the end of the rule of 
judges. Saul seems to be a 
classic study in what a poor 
self-image can do to a person. 
David’s early violence pre- 
vents him from being able to 
build the temple later on when 
he is king. 


Theme: 


voke her bitterly to irritate her, be- 
cause the Lorp had closed her womb. 
7 It happened year after year, as 
often as she went up to the house of 
the Lorp, she would provoke her; so 
she wept and would not eat. 
ae 8 Then Elkanah her husband 
said to her, “Hannah, why do you 
weep and why do you not eat and why 
is your heart sad? Am I not better to 
you than ten sons?” Ru 4:15 
9 Then Hannah rose after eating 
and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the 
priest was sitting on the seat by the 
doorpost of the temple of the Lorp. 
10 She, ‘greatly distressed, 
prayed to the Lorp and wept bit- 
terly. Lit bitter of soul 
11 She made a vow and said, “O 
Lorp of hosts, if You will indeed 8look 
on the affliction of Your maidservant 
and remember me, and not forget 
Your maidservant, but will give Your 
maidservant a son, then I will give 
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him to the Lorp all the days of his life, 
and 8a razor shall never come on his 
head.” Nu 30:6-11 ¢ Ge 29:32 © Nu 6:5; Ju 13:5 

12 Now it came about, as she con- 

tinued praying before the Lorp, that 
Eli was watching her mouth. 
_ 13 As for Hannah, she was speak- 
ing in her heart, only her lips were 
moving, but her voice was not heard. 
So Eli thought she was drunk. 

14 Then Eli said to her, “SHow 
long will you make yourself drunk? 
Put away your wine from you.” Ac2:4,13 

15 But Hannah replied, “No, my 
lord, I am a woman ‘oppressed in 
spirit; | have drunk neither wine nor 
strong drink, but I have poured out 
my soul before the Lorp. Lit severe 

16 “Do not ‘consider your maid- 
servant as a worthless woman, for I 
have spoken until now out of my great 
concern and provocation.” Lit give 

17 Then Eli answered and said, 
“Go in peace; and may the God of Is- 
rael §grant your petition that you have 
asked of Him.” Ps 20:3-5 
vw 18 She said, “Let your maidser- 

vant find favor in your sight.” So 
the woman went her way and ate, and 
Rher face was no longer sad. Ro 15:13 


Samuel Is Born to Hannah 

19 Then they arose early in the 
morning and worshiped before the 
Lorp, and returned again to their 
house in SRamah. And Elkanah had 
relations with Hannah his wife, and 
the Lorp remembered her. 1Sa1:1; 2:11 

20 It came about in due time, 

after Hannah had conceived, 
that she gave birth to a son; and she 
named him Samuel, saying, “Because 
I have asked him of the Lorpb.” 

21 Then the man Elkanah went 
up with all his household to offer to 
the Lorp the yearly sacrifice and pay 
his vow. De 12:11; 1 Sa 1:3 

22 But Hannah did not go up, for 
she said to her husband, “I will not go 
up until the child is weaned; then I 
will bring him, that he may appear 
before the Lorp and ®stay there for- 

er.” Lk 2:22 © 1 Sa 1:11, 28 

23 RElkanah her husband said to 
her, “Do what seems best to you. Re- 
main until you have weaned him; only 
may the Lorp confirm His word. “ESO 
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the woman remained and nursed her 
son until she weaned him. Nu 30:7, 10, 11 
_ 24 Now when she had weaned 
him, she took him up with her, with a 
three-year-old bull and one ephah of 
flour and a jug of wine, and brought 
him to the house of the Lorp in 
Shiloh, although the child was young. 
25 Then they slaughtered the 
bull, and brought the boy to Eli. Le1:5 
6 She said, “Oh, my lord! RAs 
your soul lives, my lord, I am the 
woman who stood here beside you, 
praying to the Lorp. 2 Ki 2:2, 4, 6; 4:30 
27 “For this boy I prayed, and the 
Lorp has given me my petition which 
I asked of Him. 1 Sa 1:11-13; Ps 6:9; 66:19, 20 
28 “So I have also ‘dedicated him 
to the Lorp; as long as he lives he is 
Fdedicated to the Lorpb.” And he wor- 
shiped the Lorp there. 


Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving 
Cae Hannah 8prayed and 
sai 
“My heart exults in the Lorp; 
he a horn is exalted in the 
OR 
My pierre speaks boldly 
against my enemies, 
Because I rejoice in Your 


salvation. 1 Sa 2:1-10; Lk 1:46-55 
2 “8There is no one holy like the 

Lorp, 

Indeed, there is no one besides 
You, 

Nor is there any rock like our 
God. Ex 15:11; Le 19:2; Ps 86:8 

3 “Boast no more so very 

proudly, 


RDo not let arrogance come 
out of your mouth; 

RFor the Lorp is a God of 
knowledge, 

And with Him actions are 
weighed. Pr 8:13 1 Sa 16:7; 1 Ki 8:39 

4 “RThe bows of the mighty are 

shattered, 

But the feeble gird on 
strength. Ps 37:15; 46:9 

5 “Those who were full hire 

themselves out for bread, 

But those who were hungry 
cease to hunger. 

Even the barren gives birth to 
seven, 
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But 8she who has many 
children languishes. 
6 “The Lorp kills and makes 
alive; 
RHe brings down to Sheol and 
raises up. Is 26:19 
7 “The Lorp makes poor and 
rich; 
He brings low, He also exalts. 
8 “RHe raises the poor from the 


ust, 
He lifts the needy from the 
ash heap 
To make them sit with nobles, 
And inherit a seat of honor; 
For the pillars of the earth are 
the Lorp’s, 
And He set the world on 
them. Job 42:10-12; Ps 75:7; 113:7 
9 “He keeps the feet of His godly 
ones, 
RBut the wicked ones are 
silenced in darkness; 
RFor not by might shall a man 
prevail. Ma 8:12 © Ps 33:16, 17 
10 “?Those who contend with the 
Lorp will be shattered; 
Against them He will thunder 
in the heavens, 
The Lorp will judge the ends 
of the earth; 
And He will give strength to 
His king, 
And will exalt the Thorn of His 
anointed.” Ex 15:6; Ps 2:9 
11 Then Elkanah went to his home 
at Ramah. But the boy ministered to 
the Lorp before Eli the priest. 


The Sin of Eli’s Sons 
y* 12 Now the sons of Eli were 
FRworthless men; they did not 
know the Lorp Je 2:8; 9:3, 6; 2 Co 6:15 
13 Rand the custom of the priests 
with the people. When any man was 
offering a sacrifice, the priest’s ser- 
vant would come while the meat was 
boiling, with a three-pronged fork in 
his hand. Le 7:29-34 
14 Then he would thrust it into the 
pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all 
that the fork brought up the priest 
would take for himself. Thus they did 
in Shiloh to all the Israelites who 
came there. 
15 Also, before they burned the 
fat, the priest’s servant would 
come and say to the man who was 
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sacrificing, “Give the priest meat for 
roasting, as he will not take boiled 
meat from you, only raw.” _—_Le 3:3-5, 16 

16 If the man said to him, “They 
must surely "burn the fat first, and 
then take as much as you desire,” then 
he would say, “No, but you shall give 
it to me now; and if not, I will take it 
by force.” Lit offer up in smoke 

17 Thus the sin of the young men 
was very great before the Lorp, for 
the men "despised the offering of the 
Lorp. Mal 2:7-9 


Samuel before the Lorp as 
a Boy 
18 Now 8Samuel was minister- 
ing before the Lorp, as a boy 
wearing a linen ephod. 1 Sa 2:11; 3:1 
19 And his mother would make 
him a little krobe and bring it to him 
from year to year when she would 
come up with her husband to offer 
Rthe yearly sacrifice. Ex 28:31 1Sa 1:3, 21 
20 Then Eli would ®bless Elkanah 
and his wife and say, “May the Lorp 
give you ‘children from this woman 
in place of the one she ®dedicated to 
the Lorp.” And they went to their own 
Thome. Lk 2:34 « Lit seed* 1 Sa 1:11, 27, 28 @ Lit place 
21 ®The Lorp visited Hannah; and 
she conceived and gave birth to three 
sons and two daughters. And the boy 
Samuel grew before the LorD. Ge21:1 


Eli Rebukes His Sons 

iad 22, Now Eli was very old; and he 
Y heard all that his sons were 

doing to all Israel, and how they lay 

with 8the women who'served at the 

doorway of the tent of meeting. Ex 38:8 

23 He said to them, “Why do you 
do such things, the evil things that I 
hear from all these people? 

24 “No, my sons; for the report is 
not good which I hear the Lorp’s 
people circulating. 1 Ki 15:26 

25 “If one man sins against an- 
other, God will mediate for him; but 
Rif a man sins against the Lorp, who 
can intercede for him?” But they 
would not listen to the voice of their 
father, for the Lorp desired to put 
them to death. Nw 15:30; 1 Sa 3:14; He 10:26, 27 

26 Now the boy Samuel was 


Y 2:12-13 2:12 Lit sons of Belial 2% 2:15-17 
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growing in stature and in favor both 
with the Lorp and with men. 

27 Then 8a man of God came to 
Eli and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lorp, ‘Did I not indeed reveal Myself 
to the house of your father when they 
were in Egypt in bondage to 
Pharaoh’s house? De 33:1; Ju 13:6 

28 ‘Did I not choose them from 
all the tribes of Israel to be My priests, 
to go up to My altar, to burn incense, 
to carry an ephod before Me; and did 
I not §give to the house of your father 
all the fire offerings of the sons of Is- 
rael? Ex 28:1-4; 30:7, 8; Le 8:7, 8 ¢ Le 7:35, 36 

_ 29 ‘Why do you kick at My sacri- 
fice and at My offering which I have 
commanded in My dwelling, and 
honor your sons above Me, by mak- 
ing yourselves fat with the choicest of 
every offering of My people Israel?’ 

30 “Therefore the Lorp God of Is- 
rael declares, ‘I did indeed say that 
your house and the house of your fa- 
ther should walk before Me forever’; 
but now the Lorp declares, ‘Far be it 
from Me—for those who honor Me I 
will honor, and those ®who despise 
Me will be lightly esteemed. Mal 2:9 

31 ‘Behold, 8the days are coming 
when I will break your ‘strength and 
the strength of your father’s house so 
that there will not be an old man in 
your house. 1 Sa 4:11-18; 22:17-20 © Or arm 

32 ‘You will see the distress of My 
dwelling, in spite of all the good that I 
do for Israel; and an 8old man will not 
be in your house forever. Ze 8:4 

33 ‘Yet I will not cut off every man 
of yours from My altar so that your 
eyes will fail from weeping and your 
soul grieve, and all the increase of 
your house will die 7in the prime of 
life. Lit as men 

34 ‘This will be the sign to you 
which will come concerning your two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas: on the 
same day both of them will die. 

35. ‘But 81 will raise up for Myself 
a faithful priest who will do accord- 
ing to what is in My heart and in My 
soul; and I will build him an enduring 
house, and he will walk before My 
anointed always. 1 Sa 3:1; 7:9; 9:12, 13 

36 ‘Everyone who is left in your 
house will come and bow down to 
him for a "piece of silver or a loaf of 
bread and say, “Please assign me to 
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one of the priest’s offices so that I may 
eat a piece of bread.”’” Or payment 


The Prophetic Call to Samuel 
Now the boy Samuel was minister- 
ing to the Lorp before Eli. And 

word from the Lorp was rare in those 

days, visions were infrequent. 

2 It happened at that time as Eli 
was lying down in his place (now ®his 
eyesight had begun to grow dim and 
he could not see well), Ge 27:1; 48:10; 1 Sa 4:15 

3 and &the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lorp where 
the ark of God was, Ex 25:31-37; Le 24:2,3 

4 that the Lorp called Samuel; 
and he said, “8Here I am.” Is 6:8 

5 Then he ran to Eli and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call, lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. 

6 The Lorp called yet again, 
“Samuel!” So Samuel arose and went 
to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he answered, “I did 
not call, my son, lie down again.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lorpb, nor had the word of the 
Lorp yet been revealed to him. 

8 So the Lorp called Samuel 
again for the third time. And he arose 
and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” Then Eli discerned 
that the Lorp was calling the boy. 

9 And Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie 
down, and it shall be if He calls you, 
that you shall say, ‘Speak, Lorp, for 
Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 

10 Then the Lorp came and stood 
and called as at other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
for Your servant is listening.” 

11 The Lorp said to Samuel, “Be- 
hold, 81 am about to do a thing in Is- 
rael at which both ears of everyone 
who hears it will tingle. 2 Ki 21:12; Je 19:3 

12 “In that day ®I will carry out 
against Eli all that I have spoken con- 
cerning his house, from beginning to 
end. 1 Sa 2:27-36 

13 “For I have told him that I am 
about to judge his house forever for 
the iniquity which he knew, because 
his sons brought a curse on them- 
selves and he did not rebuke them. 

14 “Therefore I have sworn to the 
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house of Eli that 8the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be atoned for by sac- 
rifice or offering forever.” Le 15:31; Is 22:14 

15 So Samuel lay down until 
morning. Then he opened the doors 
of the house of the Lorp. But Samuel 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 

16 Then Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 

17 He said, “What is the word that 
He spoke to you? Please do not hide it 
from me. May God do so to you, and 
more also, if you hide anything from 
me of all the words that He spoke to 
you.” 2 Sa 3:35 

18 So Samuel told him everything 
and hid nothing from him. And he 
said, “It is the Lorp; let Him do what 
seems good to Him.” 

9 Thus 8Samuel grew and &the 
Lorp was with him and let none of his 
words fail. 1 Sa 2:21 © Ge 21:22; 28:15; 39:2 

20 All Israel from Dan even to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel was 
confirmed as a prophet of the Lorp. 

21 And ®the Lorp appeared again 
at Shiloh, because the Lorp revealed 
Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the 
word of the Lorp. Ge 12:7 © 1 Sa 3:10 


Philistines Take the Ark in 
Victory 
Thus the word of Samuel came to 
all Israel. Now Israel went out to 
meet the Philistines in battle and 
camped beside Ebenezer while the 
Philistines camped in Aphek. 1sa7:12 

2 The Philistines drew up in bat- 
tle array to meet Israel. When the bat- 
tle spread, Israel was defeated before 
the Philistines who killed about four 
thousand men on the battlefield. 

3 When the people came into the 
camp, the elders of Israel said, ““Why 
has the Lorp defeated us today before 
the Philistines? Let us take to our- 
selves from Shiloh the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp, that it may 
come among us and deliver us from 
the power of our enemies.” Jos 7:7, 8 

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, 
and from there they carried the ark of 
the covenant of the Lorp of hosts 
Rwho sits above the cherubim; and the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were there with the ark of the 
covenant of God. Ex 25:22; 2 Sa 6:2; Ps 80:1 
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5 As the ark of the covenant of 
the Lorp came into the camp, Rall Is- 
rael shouted with a great shout, so 
that the earth resounded. Jos 6:5, 20 

6 When the Philistines heard the 
noise of the shout, they said, “What 
does the noise of this great shout in 
the camp of the Hebrews mean?” 
Then they understood that the ark of 
the Lorp had come into the camp. 

7 The Philistines were afraid, for 
they said, “God has come into the 
camp.” And they said, “®Woe to us! For 
nothing like this has happened be- 
fore. Ex 15:14 

8 “Woe to us! Who shall deliver 
us from the hand of these mighty 
gods? These are the gods who smote 
the Egyptians with all kinds of 
plagues in the wilderness. 

9 “RTake courage and be men, O 
Philistines, or you will become slaves 
to the Hebrews, ®as they have been 
slaves to you; therefore, be men and 
fight.’ 1 Co 16:13 « Ju 13:1; 1 Sa 14:21 

10 So the Philistines fought and 
Israel was defeated, and every man 
fled to his tent; and the slaughter was 
very great, for there fell of Israel 
thirty thousand foot soldiers. 

11 And the ark of God was taken; 
and ®the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, died. 1 Sa 2:34; Ps 78:56-64 

12 Now a man of Benjamin ran 
from the battle line and came to 
Shiloh the same day with his clothes 
torn and ‘dust on his head. . Lit ground 

13 When he came, behold, 8Eli 
was sitting on his seat by the road ea- 
gerly watching, because his heart was 
trembling for the ark of God. So the 
man came to tell it in the city, and all 
the city cried out. 1 Sa 1:9; 4:18 

14. When Eli heard the noise of the 
outcry, he said, “What does the noise 
of this commotion mean?” Then the 
man came hurriedly and told Eli. 

15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years 
old, and ®his eyes were set so that he 
could not see. 1 Sa 3:2: 1 Ki 14:4 

16 The man said to Eli, “I am the 
one who came from the battle line. In- 
deed, I escaped from the battle line 
today. ” And he said, “8How did things 
go, my son?” 2Sa 1:4 

17 Then the one who brought the 
news replied, “Israel has fled before 
the Philistines and there has also 
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been a great slaughter among the 
people, and your two sons. also, 
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and 
the ark of God has been taken.” 

18 When he mentioned the ark of 
God, 8Eli fell off the seat backward 
beside the gate, and his neck was bro- 
ken and he died, for The was old and 
heavy. Thus he judged Israel forty 
years. 1 Sa 4:13 ° Lit the man 

19 Now his daughter-in-law, 
Phinehas’s wife, was pregnant and 
about to give birth; and when she 
heard the news that the ark of God 
was taken and that her father-in-law 
and her husband had died, she 
kneeled down and gave birth, for her 
pains came upon her. 

20 And about the time of her 
death the women who stood by her 
said to her, “®Do not be afraid, for you 
have given birth to a son.” But she did 
not answer or pay attention. Ge 35:16-19 

21 And she called the boy fIcha- 
bod, saying, “®The glory has departed 
from Israel,” because the ark of God 
was taken and because of her father- 
in-law and her husband. Ps 26:8: Je 2:11 

22 She said, “The glory has de- 
parted from Israel, for the ark of God 
was taken.” 


Capture of the Ark Provokes God 
»4 FR Now the Philistines took the 
Ys ark of God and Rbrought it from 
Ebenezer to SAshdod. 1 Sa 4:1; 7:12 + Jos 13:3 

2 Then the Philistines took the 
ark of God and brought it to the house 
of Dagon and set it by Dagon. 

3 When the Ashdodites arose 
early the next morning, behold, 
RDagon had fallen on his face to the 
ground before the ark of the Lorp. So 
they took Dagon and ®set him in his 
place again. Is 19:1; 46:1, 2 © Is 46:7 

4 But when they arose early the 
next morning, behold, "Dagon had 
fallen on his face to the ground before 
the ark of the Lorp. And the head of 
Dagon and both the palms of his 
hands were cut off on the threshold; 
only the trunk of Dagon was left to 
him. Eze 6:4, 6; Mi 1:7 

5 Therefore neither the priests of 
Dagon nor all who enter Dagon’s 
house tread on the threshold of 
Dagon in Ashdod to this day. Zep 1:9 

6 Now the hand of the LorD was 


1 SAMUEL 6:3 


heavy on the Ashdodites, and ®He 
ravaged them and smote them with 
tumors, both Ashdod and its territo- 
ries. ‘1 Sa6:5 ¢ De 28:27; Ps 78:66 
7 When the men of Ashdod saw 
that it was so, they said, “The ark of 
the God of Israel must not remain 
with us, for His hand is severe on us 
and on Dagon our god.” 

8 So they sent and ®gathered all 
the lords of the Philistines to them 
and said, “What shall we do with the 
ark of the God of Israel?” And they 
said, “Let the ark of the God of Israel 
be brought around to Gath.” And they 
brought the ark of the God of Israel 
around. I Sa 5:11; 29:6-11 

9 After they had brought. it 
around, the hand of the Lorp was 
against the city with very great con- 
fusion; and He smote the men of the 
city, both young and old, so that ®tu- 
mors broke out on them. 1Sa 5:6 

10 So they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron. And as the ark of God came to 
Ekron the Ekronites cried out, saying, 
“They have brought the ark of the 
God of Israel around to Tus, to kill us 
and ‘our people.” Lit me « Lit my 

11 They 8sent therefore and gath- 
ered all the lords of the Philistines 
and said, “Send away the ark of the 
God of Israel, and let it return to its 
own place, so that it will not kill Tus 
and ‘our people.” For there was a 
deadly confusion throughout the city; 
Rthe hand of God was very heavy 
there. 1Sa5:8 © Lit me « Lit my «1 Sa 5:6,9 

12 And the men who did not die 
were smitten with tumors and the cry 
of the city went up to heaven. 


The Ark Returned to Israel 
Now the ark of the Lorp had been 
in the Tcountry of the Philistines 
seven months. Lit field 
2 And &the Philistines called for 
the priests and the diviners, saying, 
“What shall we do with the ark of the 
Lorp? Tell us how we shall send it to 
its place.” Ge 41:8; Ex 7:11; Is 2:6 ¢ Or with what 
3 They said, “If you send away 
the ark of the God of Israel, ®do not 
send it empty; but you shall surely ®re- 
turn to Him a guilt offering. Then you 
will be healed and it will be known to 
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you why His hand is not removed 
from you.” Ex 23:15; De 16:16 © Le 5:15, 16 

4 Then they said, “What shall be 
the guilt offering which we shall re- 
turn to Him?” And they said, “Five 
golden tumors and five golden mice 
according to the number of the lords 
of the Philistines, for one plague was 
on all of you and on your lords. 

5 “So you shall make likenesses 
of your tumors and likenesses of your 
mice that ravage the land, and you 
shall give glory to the God of Israel; 
perhaps He will ease His hand from 
you, your gods, and your land. 1sa5:6, 11 

6 “Why then do you harden your 
hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh 
hardened their hearts? When He had 
severely dealt with them, ®did they 
not allow the people to go, and they 
departed? — Ex 7:13; 8:15, 32; 9:34; 14:17 ¢ Ex 12:31 

7 “Now therefore, take and ®pre- 
pare a new cart and two milch cows 
on which there 8has never been a 
yoke; and hitch the cows to the cart 
and take their calves home, away 
from them. 2 Sa 6:3 ¢ Nu 19:2; De 21:3, 4 

8 “Take the ark of the Lorp and 
place it on the cart; and put the arti- 
cles of gold which you return to 
Him as a guilt offering in a box by 
its side. Then send it away that it 
may go. 

9 “Watch, if it goes up by the way 
of its own territory to 3Beth-shemesh, 
then He has done us this great evil. But 
if not, then we will know that it was 
not His hand that struck us; it hap- 
pened to us by chance.” Jos 15:10; 21:16 

10 Then the men did so, and took 
two milch cows and hitched them to 
the cart, and shut up their calves at 
home. 

11 They put the ark of the Lorp on 
the cart, and the box with the golden 
mice and the likenesses of their tu- 
mors. 

12 And the cows took the straight 
way in the (‘direction of ®Beth- 
shemesh; they went along 8the high- 
way, lowing as they went, and did not 
turn aside to the right or to the left. 
And the lords of the Philistines fol- 
lowed them to the border of Beth- 
shemesh. Lit way ¢ 1 Sa 6:9 © Nu 20:19 

13 Now the people of Beth- 
shemesh were reaping their wheat 
harvest in the valley, and they raised 
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their eyes and saw the ark and were 
glad to see it. ; 

14 The cart came into the field of 
Joshua the Beth-shemite and stood 
there where there was a large stone; 
and they split the wood of the cart and 
Roffered the cows as a burnt offering 
to the Lorp. 2 Sa 24:22; 1 Ki 19:21 

15 ®The Levites took down the ark 
of the Lorp and the box that was with 
it, in which were the articles of gold, 
and put them on the large stone; and 
the men of Beth-shemesh offered 
burnt offerings and sacrificed sacri- 
fices that day to the Lorpb. Jos 3:3 

16 When the ®five lords of the 
Philistines saw it, they returned to 
Ekron that day. Jos 13:3; Ju 3:3 

17 These are the golden tumors 
which the Philistines returned for a 
guilt offering to the Lorp: one for Ash- 
dod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, 
one for Gath, one for Ekron; 1Sa64 

18 andthe golden mice, according 
to the number of all the cities of the 
Philistines belonging to the five lords, 
Rboth of fortified cities and of country 
villages. The large stone on which 
they set the ark of the Lorp is a wit- 
ness to this day in the field of Joshua 
the Beth-shemite. De 3:5 ¢ 1 Sa 6:14, 15 
»%, 19 He struck down some of the 

men of Beth-shemesh because 
they had looked into the ark of the 
Lorp. He struck down of all the peo- 
ple, 50,070 men, and the people 
mourned because the Lorp had 
struck the people with a great slaugh- 
ter. Ex 19:21; Nu 4:5, 15, 20; 2 Sa 6:7 

20 The men of Beth-shemesh said, 
“Who is able to stand before the Lorp, 
this holy God? And to whom shall He 
go up from us?” 

_ 21 So they sent messengers to the 
inhabitants of ®Kiriath-jearim, saying, 
“The Philistines have brought back 
the ark of the Lorp; come down and 
take it up to you.” Jos 9:17; 15:9, 60; 1 Ch 13:5, 6 


Deliverance from the Philistines 
be the men of Kiriath-jearim 
came and took the ark of the Lorp 
and ®brought it into the house of Abi- 
nadab on the hill, and consecrated 
Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the 
LorD. 2 Sa 6:3, 4 
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2 From the day that the ark re- 
mained at Kiriath-jearim, the time 
was long, for it was twenty years; and 
all the house of Israel lamented after 
the Lorp. 

3 Then Samuel spoke to all the 
house of Israel, saying, “If you return 
to the Lorp with all your heart, re- 
move the foreign gods and the 
Ashtaroth from among you and direct 
your hearts to the Lorp and serve 
Him alone; and He will deliver you 
from the hand of the Philistines.” 

4 So the sons of Israel removed 
the Baals and the Ashtaroth and 
served the Lorp alone. 

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all 
Israel to }Mizpah and I will pray to 
the Lorp for you.” Ju 10:17; 20:1 

6 They gathered to Mizpah, and 
drew water and poured it out before 
the Lorp, and fasted on that day and 
said there, “We have sinned against 
the Lorp.” And Samuel judged the 
sons of Israel at Mizpah. 

Now when the _ Philistines 
heard that the sons of Israel had gath- 
ered to Mizpah, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. 
And when the sons of Israel heard it, 
they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 Then the sons of Israel said to 
Samuel, “8Do not cease to cry to the 
Lorp our God for us, that He may 
save us from the hand of the 
Philistines.” 1 Sa 12:19-24; Is 37:4 

9 Samuel took 8a suckling lamb 
and offered it for a whole burnt offer- 
ing to the Lorp; and Samuel cried to 
the Lorp for Israel and 8the Lorp an- 
swered him. Le 22:27 * Ps 99:6; Je 15:1 

10 Now Samuel was offering up 
the burnt offering, and the Philistines 
drew near to battle against Israel. But 
the Lorp thundered with a great thun- 
der on that day against the Philistines 
and confused them, so that they were 
routed before Israel. 

11 The men of Israel went out of 
Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, 
and struck them down as far as below 
Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone and 
set it between Mizpah and Shen, and 
named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far 
the Lorp has helped us.” 

13 So the Philistines were sub- 
dued and they did not come anymore 
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within the border of Israel. And the 
hand of the Lorp was against the 
Philistines all the days of Samuel: 
14 The cities which the Philistines 
had taken from Israel were restored 
to Israel, from Ekron even to Gath; 
and Israel delivered their territory 
from the hand of the Philistines. So 
there was peace between Israel and 
Rthe Amorites. Nu 13:29; Jos 10:5-10 


Samuel’s Ministry 

15 Now Samuel 8judged Israel all 
the days of his life. 1Sa 7:6 

16 He used to go annually on cir- 
cuit to Bethel and ®Gilgal and ®Miz- 
pah, and he judged Israel in all these 
places. Ge 28:19; 35:6 © Jos 5:9, 10° 1 Sa 7:5 

17 Then his return was to 
RRamah, for his house was there, and 
there he judged Israel; and he built 
there an altar to the Lorb. 1$a1:1/19;2:11 


Israel Demands a King 
And it came about when Samuel 
was old that She appointed his sons 
judges over Israel. De 16:18, 19 
Now the name of his firstborn 
was Joel, and the name of his second, 
Abijah; they were judging in ®Beer- 
sheba. Ge 22:19; 1 Ki 19:3; Am 5:5 
3 His sons, however, did not walk 
in his ways, but turned aside after dis- 
honest gain and took bribes and per- 
verted justice. Ex 23:6, 8; De 16:19 
4 Then all the elders of Israel 
gathered together and came to Samuel 
at Ramah; 1Sa 7:17 
5 and they said to him, “Behold, 
you have grown old, and your sons do 
not walk in your ways. Now 8appoint 
a king for us to judge us like all the 
nations.” De 17:14, 15 
6 But the thing was ®displeasing 
in the sight of Samuel when they said, 
“Give us a king to judge us.” And 
Samuel prayed to the Lorp. 18a 12:17 
7 The Lorp said to Samuel, “Lis- 
ten to the voice of the people in regard 
to all that they say to you, for 8they 
have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected Me from being king over 
them. Ex 16:8; 1 Sa 10:19 
8 “Like all the deeds which they 
have done since the day that I brought 
them up from Egypt even to this 
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day—in that they have forsaken Me 
and served other gods—so they are 
doing to you also. 
9 “Now then, listen to their 
voice; Showever, you shall solemnly 
warn them and tell them of ®the "pro- 
cedure of the king who will reign 
over them.” Eze 3:18 © 1 Sa 8:11-18; 10:25 


Warning concerning a King 

10 So Samuel spoke all the words 
of the Lorp to ®the people who had 
asked of him a king. 1Sa 8:4 

11 He said, “This will be the pro- 
cedure of the king who will reign over 
you: he will take your sons and place 
them for himself in his chariots and 
among his horsemen and &they will 
run before his chariots. 1 Sa 14:52 «2Sa 15:1 

12 “He will appoint for himself 
commanders of thousands and of 
fifties, and some to do his plowing 
and to reap his harvest and to make 
his weapons of war and equipment 
for his chariots. Nu 31:14; 1 Sa 22:7 

13 “He will also take your daugh- 
ters for perfumers and cooks and 
bakers. 

14 “He will take the best of your 
fields and your vineyards and your 
olive groves and give them to his ser- 
vants. 1 Ki 21:7; Eze 46:18 

15 “He will take a tenth of your 
seed and of your vineyards and give 
to his officers and to his servants. 

16 “He will also take your male 
servants and your female servants 
and your best young men and your 
donkeys and use them for his work. 

17 “He will take a tenth of your 
flocks, and you yourselves will be- 
come his servants. 

18 “Then you will cry out in that 
day because of your king whom you 
have chosen for yourselves, but the 
Lorp will not answer you in that day.” 

19 Nevertheless, the people ®re- 
fused to listen to the voice of Samuel, 
and they said, “No, but there shall be 
a king over us, Is 66:4; Je 44:16 

20 ®that we also may be like all 
the nations, that our king may judge 
us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 1 Sa 8:5 

21 Now after Samuel had heard 
all the words of the people, he re- 
peated them in the Lorp’s hearing. 

22 The Lorp said to Samuel, 
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“RListen to their voice and ‘appoint 
them a king.” So Samuel said to the 
men of Israel, “Go every man to his 
city.” 1 Sa 8:7 ¢ Lit cause a king to reign for them 


Saul’s Search are 
Now there was a man of Benjamin 
whose name was &Kish the son of 

Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of 

Becorath, the son of Aphiah, the son 

of a Benjamite, a mighty man of 

valor. 1 Sa 14:51; 1 Ch 8:33; 9:36-39 

2 He had a son whose name was 
Saul, a choice and handsome man, 
and there was not a more handsome 
person than he among the sons of Is- 
rael; from his shoulders and up he 
was taller than any of the people. 

Now the donkeys of Kish, 

Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said 

to his son Saul, “Take now with you 

one of the servants, and arise, go 
search for the donkeys.” 

4 He passed through the hill 
country of Ephraim and passed 
through the land of Shalishah, but 
they did not find them. Then they 
passed through the land of Shaalim, 
but they were not there. Then he 
passed through the land of the Ben- 
jamites, but they did not find them. 

5 When they came to the land of 
RZuph, Saul said to his servant who 
was with him, “Come, and let us re- 
turn, or else my father will cease to 
be concerned about the donkeys and 
will become anxious for us.” 1Sa 1:1 

6 He said to him, “Behold now, 
there is 8a man of God in this city, and 
the man is held in honor; Rall that he 
says surely comes true. Now let us go 
there, perhaps he can tell us about 
our journey on which we have set 
out.” De 33:1; 1 Ki 13:1; 2 Ki 5:8 ¢ 1 Sa 3:19 ¢ Ge 24:42 

7 Then Saul said to his servant; 
“But behold, if we go, what shall we 
bring the man? For the bread is gone 
from our sack and there is 8no pres- 
ent to bring to the man of God. What 
do we have?” 1 Ki 14:3; 2 Ki 5:15; 8:8, 9; Eze 13:19 

8 The servant answered Saul 
again and said, “Behold, I have in my 
hand a fourth of a shekel of silver; I 
will give it to the man of God and he 
will 8tell us our way.” 1Sa 9:6 

9 (Formerly in Israel, when a 
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man went to inquire of God, he used 
to say, “Come, and let us go to the 
seer”; for he who is called a prophet 
now was formerly called a seer.) 

10 Then Saul said to his servant, 
“Well said; come, let us go.” So they 
went to the city where the man of God 
was. . 

11 As they went up the slope to 
the city, they found young women 
going out to draw water and said to 
them, “Is the seer here?” 

12 They answered them and said, 
“He is; see, he is ahead of you. Hurry 
now, for he has come into the city 
today, for the people have a sacrifice 
on the high place today. —_1sa7:17: 10:5 

13 “As soon as you enter the city 
you will find him before he goes up to 
the high place to eat, for the people 
will not eat until he comes, because 
Rhe must bless the sacrifice; afterward 
those who are invited will eat. Now 
therefore, go up for you will find him 
at once.” Lk 9:16; Jo 6:11 

14 So they went up to the city. As 
they came into the city, behold, 
Samuel was coming out toward them 
to go up to the high place. 


God’s Choice for King 

15 Now a day before Saul’s com- 
ing, §the Lorp had revealed this to 
Samuel saying, 1 Sa 15:1; Ac 13:21 

16 “About this time tomorrow | 
will send you a man from the land of 
Benjamin, and ®you shall anoint him 
to be prince over My people Israel; 
and he will deliver My people from 
the hand of the Philistines. For 81 have 
regarded My people, because their cry 
has come to Me.” 1 Sa 10:1 © Ex 3:7, 9 

17 When Samuel saw Saul, the 
Lorp said to him, “®Behold, the man 
of whom I spoke to you! This one 
shall rule over My people.” 1 Sa 16:12 

18 Then Saul approached Samuel 
in the gate and said, “Please tell me 
where the seer’s house is.” 

19 Samuel answered Saul and 
said, “I am the seer. Go up before me 
to the high place, for you shall eat 
with me today; and in the morning I 
will let you go, and will tell you all 
that is on your mind. 

20 “As for your donkeys which 
were lost three days ago, do not set 
your mind on them, for they have 
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been found. And for whom is all that 
is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you 
and for all your father’s household?” 

_ 21 Saul replied, “*Am I not a Ben- 
jamite, of the smallest of the tribes of 
Israel, and my family the least of all 
the families of the tribe of Benjamin? 
Why then do you speak to me in this 
way?” _ 1 Sa 15:17 © Ju.20:46-48 

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his 
servant and brought them into the 
hall and gave them a place at the head 
of those who were invited, who were 
about thirty men. 

23 Samuel said to the cook, 
“TBring the portion that I gave you, 
concerning which I said to you, ‘Set it 
Taside.’” Lit Give « Lit with you 

24 Then the cook took up the leg 
with what was on it and set it before 
Saul. And Samuel said, “Here is what 
has been reserved! Set it before you 
and eat, because it has been kept for 
you until the appointed time, since I 
said I have invited the people.” So 
Saul ate with Samuel that day. 

25 When they came down from 
the high place into the city, Samuel 
spoke with Saul on the Froof. 

26 And they arose early; and at 
daybreak Samuel called to Saul on 
the roof, saying, “Get up, that I may 
send you away.” So Saul arose, and 
both he and Samuel went out into the 
street. 

27 Asthey were going down to the 
edge of the city, Samuel said to Saul, 
“Say to the servant that he might go 
ahead of us and pass on, but you re- 
main standing now, that I may pro- 
claim the word of God to you.” 


Saul among Prophets 
l Then ®Samuel took the flask of 
oil, poured it on his head, kissed 
him and said, “Has not the Lorp 
anointed you a ruler over His inheri- 
tance? Ex 30:23-33; 1 Sa 16:13; 2 Ki 9:3, 6 
2 “When you go from me today, 
then you will find two men close to 
RRachel’s tomb in the territory of Ben- 
jamin at Zelzah; and they will say to 
you, ‘®The donkeys which you went to 
look for have been found. Now be- 
hold, your father has ceased to be con- 
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cerned about the donkeys and is anx- 
ious for you, saying, “What shall I do 
about my son?”’ — Ge 35:16-20; 48:7 © 1 Sa 9:3-5 

3 “Then you will go on further 
from there, and you will come as far 
as the Roak of Tabor, and there three 
men going up &to God at Bethel will 
meet you, one carrying three young 
goats, another carrying three loaves 
of bread, and another carrying a jug 
of wine; Ge 35:8 © Ge 28:19; 35:1, 3,7 

4 and they will greet you and 
give you two loaves of bread, which 
you will accept from their hand. 

5 “Afterward you will come to 
Rthe hill of God where the Philistine 
garrison is; and it shall be as soon as 
you have come there to the city, that 
you will meet a group of prophets 
coming down from the high place 
with harp, tambourine, flute, and a 
lyre before them, and they will be 
prophesying. 1 Sa 13:2,3 

6 “Then the Spirit of the Lorp 
will come upon you mightily, and you 
shall prophesy with them and be 
changed into another man. 

7 “It shall be when these signs 
come to you, ®do for yourself what the 
occasion requires, for 8God is with 
you. Ec 9:10 # Jos 1:5; Ju 6:12; He 13:5 

8 “And ®you shall go down be- 
fore me to Gilgal; and behold, I will 
come down to you to offer burnt of- 
ferings and ®sacrifice peace offerings. 
RYou shall wait seven days until I 
come to you and show you what you 
should do.” 1 $a 11:14; 13:8 © 1 Sa 11:15 1 Sa 13:8 

9 Then it happened when he 
turned his back to leave Samuel, God 
Rchanged his heart; and all those 
signs came about on that day. 1sa106 

10 When they came to ‘the hill 
there, behold, a group of prophets met 
him; and the Spirit of God came upon 
him mightily, so that he prophesied 
among them. 1 Sa 10:5, 6; 19:20 © Or Gibeath 

11 It came about, when all who 
knew him previously saw that he 
prophesied now with the prophets, 
that the people said to one another, 
“What has happened to the son of 
Kish? Is Saul also among the 
prophets?” 

12 Aman there said, “Now, who is 
their father?” Therefore it became a 
proverb: “8Is Saul also among the 
prophets?” 1 Sa 19:23, 24 
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13 When he had finished proph- 
esying, he came to the high place. — 

14 Now Saul’s uncle said to him 
and his servant, “Where did you go?” 
And he said, “To look for the donkeys. 
When we saw that they could not be 
found, we went to Samuel.” 

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell 
me what Samuel said to you.” 

16 So Saul said to his uncle, “®He 
told us plainly that the donkeys had 
been found.” But he did not tell him 
about the matter of the kingdom 
which Samuel had mentioned. 1sa9:20 


Saul Publicly Chosen King 

17 Thereafter Samuel called the 
Rpeople together to the Lorpb at Miz- 
pah; Ju 20:1; 1 Sa 7:5 

18 and he said to the sons of Is- 
rael, “Thus says the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, ‘I brought Israel up from Egypt, 
and I delivered you from the hand of 
the Egyptians and from the ‘power of 
all the kingdoms that were oppress- 
ing you.’ Ju 6:8, 9 © Lit hand 

19 “But you ®have today rejected 
your God, who delivers you from all 
your calamities and your distresses; 
yet you have said, ‘No, but set a king 
over us!’ Now therefore, present your- 
selves before the Lorp by your tribes 
and by your clans.” 1 Sa 8:6, 7; 12:12 

20 Thus Samuel brought all the 
tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken by lot. 

21 Then he brought the tribe of 
Benjamin near by its families, and the 
Matrite family was taken. And Saul 
the son of Kish was taken; but when 
they looked for him, he could not be 
found. 

22 Therefore they inquired further 
of the Lorp, “Has the man come here 
yet?” So the Lorp said, “Behold, he is 
hiding himself by the baggage.” 

23 So they ran and took him from 
there, and when he stood among the 
people, he was taller than any of the 
people from his shoulders upward. 

24 Samuel said to all the people, 
“Do you see him }whom the Lorp has 
chosen? Surely there is no one like 
him among all the people.” So all the 
people shouted and said, ““Long live 
the king!” De 17:15; 2 Sa 21:6 © 1 Ki 1:25, 34, 39 

25 Then Samuel told the people 
the ordinances of the kingdom, and 
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wrote them in the book and ®placed it 
before the Lorp. And Samuel sent all 
the people away, each one to his 
house. De 17:14-20; 1 Sa 8:11-18 © De 31:26 

_26 Saul also went 8to his house at 
Gibeah; and the valiant men whose 
hearts God had touched went with 
him. 1 Sa 11:4; 15:34 

27 But certain "worthless men 
said, “How can this one deliver us?” 
And they despised him and ®did not 
bring him any present. But he Kept 
silent. De 13:13; 1 Sa 25:17 © 1 Ki 10:25; 2 Ch 17:5 


Saul Defeats the Ammonites 
Now 8Nahash the Ammonite 
came up and besieged Jabesh- 
gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said 
to Nahash, “Make a covenant with us 
and we will serve you.” 1 Sa 12:12 
2 But Nahash the Ammonite said 
to them, “I will make it with you on 
this condition, that I will gouge out 
the right eye of every one of you, thus 
I will make it 8a reproach on all Is- 
d Nu 16:14 ¢ 1 Sa 17:26; Ps 44:13 
3 The elders of Jabesh said to 
him, “Let us alone for seven days, that 
we may send messengers throughout 
the territory of Israel. Then, if there is 
no one to deliver us, we will come out 
to you.” 1Sa 8:4 
4 Then the messengers came to 
Gibeah of Saul and spoke these words 
in the hearing of the people, and all 
the people lifted up their voices and 
wept. Ge 27:38; Ju 2:4; 20:23, 26; 21:2; 1 Sa 30:4 
5 Now behold, Saul was coming 
from the field ®behind the oxen, and 
The said, “What is the matter with the 
people that they weep?” So they re- 
lated to him the words of the men of 
Jabesh. 1 Ki 19:19 « Lit Saul 
6 Then ®the Spirit of God came 
upon Saul mightily when he heard 
these words, and he became very 
angry. Ju 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6; 1 Sa 10:10; 16:13 
7 He took a yoke of oxen and 
Recut them in pieces, and sent them 
throughout the territory of Israel by 
the hand of messengers, saying, 
“RWhoever does not come out after 
Saul and after Samuel, so shall it be 
done to his oxen.” Then the dread of 
the Lorp fell on the people, and they 
came outasS one man. — Ju 19:29 « Ju21:5,8 
8 He numbered them in Bezek; 
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and the 8sons of Israel were 300,000, 
and the men of Judah 30,000. — gu20:2 

9 They said to the messengers 
who had come, “Thus you shall say to 
the men of Jabesh-gilead, ‘Tomorrow, 
by the time the sun is hot, you will 
have deliverance.’” So the messengers 
went and told the men of Jabesh; and 
they were glad. 

10 Then the men of Jabesh said, 
“RTomorrow we will come out to you, 
and you may do to us whatever seems 
good 'to you.” 1 Sa 11:3 « Lit in your sight 

11 The next morning Saul put the 
people in three companies; and they 
came into the midst of the camp at the 
morning watch and struck down the 
Ammonites until the heat of the day. 
Those who survived were scattered, 
so that no two of them were left to- 
gether. Ju 7:16, 20 

12 Then the people said to Samuel, 
“Who is he that said, ‘Shall Saul reign 
over us?’ 8Bring the men, that we may 
put them to death.” Lk 19:27 

13 But Saul said, “Not a man 
Shall be put to death this day, for 
today the Lorp has accomplished de- 
liverance in Israel.” 1 Sa 10:27; 2 Sa 19:22 

14 Then Samuel said to the peo- 
ple, “Come and let us go to Gilgal and 
renew the kingdom there.” 

15 So all the people went to Gil- 
gal, and there they made Saul king 
Rbefore the Lorp in Gilgal. There they 
also 8offered sacrifices of peace offer- 
ings before the Lorp; and there Saul 
and all the men of Israel rejoiced 
greatly. 1 Sa 10:17 © 1 Sa 10:8 


Samuel Addresses Israel 

] Then Samuel said to all Israel, 
“Behold, I have listened to your 

voice in all that you said to me and I 

have appointed a king over you. 

2 “Now, here is the king walk- 
ing before you, but Iam old and gray, 
and behold my sons are with you. And 
I have walked before you from my 
youth even to this day. 1 Sa 8:20 

3 “Here I am; bear witness 
against me before the Lorp and His 
anointed. Whose ox have I taken, or 
whose donkey have I taken, or whom 
have I defrauded? Whom have I op- 
pressed, or from whose hand have | 
taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? 
I will restore it to you.” Ex 23:8; De.16:19 
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4 They said, “You have not de- 
frauded us or oppressed us or taken 
anything from any man’s hand.” 

5 He said to them, “The Lorp is 
witness against you, and His anointed 
is witness this day that you have 
found nothing 8in my hand.” And they 
said, “He is witness.” Ac 23:9; 24:20 « Ex 22:4 

6 Then Samuel said to the peo- 
ple, “It is the Lorp who 8appointed 
Moses and Aaron and who brought 
your fathers up from the land of 
Egypt Ex 6:26; Mi 6:4 

7 “So now, take your stand, that 
if sere plead with you before the Lorp 
concerning all the righteous acts of 
the Lorp which He did for you and 
your fathers. Eze 20:35; Mi 6:1-5 

8 “RWhen Jacob went into Egypt 
and ®your fathers cried out to the 
Lorp, then §the Lorp sent Moses and 
Aaron who brought your fathers out 
of Egypt and settled them in this 
place. Ge 46:5, 6 © Ex 2:23-25 © Ex 3:10; 4:14-16 

9 “But 2they forgot the Lorp 
their God, so 8He sold them into the 
hand of Sisera, captain of the army of 
Hazor, and into the hand of the 
Philistines and into the hand of the 
king of Moab, and they fought against 
them. De 32:18; Ju 3:7 © Ju 4:2 © Ju 3:31; 10:7; 13:1 

10 “They cried out to the Lorp and 
said, ‘We have sinned because we 
have forsaken the Lorp and have 
served the Baals and the Ashta- 
roth; but now deliver us from the 
hands of our enemies, and we will 
serve You.’ 

11 “Then the Lorp sent ®Jerub- 
baal and ‘Bedan and Jephthah and 
Samuel, and delivered you from the 
hands of your enemies all around, so 
that you lived in security. Ju 6:31, 32; 7:1 


The King Confirmed 

12 “When you saw that Nahash 
the king of the sons of Ammon 
came against you, you said to me, ‘No, 
but a king shall reign over us,’ al- 
eee the Lorp your God was your 

ing. 

13 “Now therefore, ®here is the 
king whom you have chosen, whom 
you have asked for, and behold, the 
Lorp has set a king over you. 1 $a 10:24 

14 “If you will fear the Lorp and 
serve Him, and listen to His voice and 


314 


not rebel against the 7?command of the 
Lorp, then both you and also the king 
who reigns over you will follow the 
Lorp your God. Jos 24:14 ¢ Lit mouth 

15 “If you will not listen to the 
voice of the Lorp, but rebel against 
the command of the Lorp, then Rthe 
hand of the Lorp will be against you, 
as it was against your fathers. 15Sa59 
»4,16 “Even now, take your stand 
ys and see this great thing which the 
LorpD will do before your eyes. 

17 “8Is it not the wheat harvest 
today? I will call to the Lorp, that He 
may send thunder and rain. Then you 
will know and see that your wicked- 
ness is great which you have done in 
the sight of the Lorp by asking for 
yourselves a king.” Pr 26:1 © 1 Sa 8:7 

18 So Samuel called to the Lorpb, 
and the Lorp sent thunder and rain 
that day; and Rall the people greatly 
feared the Lorp and Samuel. Ex 14:31 

19 Then all the people said to 
Samuel, “8Pray for your servants to 
the Lorp your God, so that we may 
not die, for we have added to all our 
sins this evil by asking for ourselves a 

ing.” Ex 9:28; 1 Sa 12:23: Je 15:1; 1 Jo 5:16 
yy 20 Samuel said to the people, 
“Do not fear. You have commit- 

ted all this evil, yet do not turn aside 
from following the Lorp, but serve the 
Lorp with all your heart. De 11:16 

21 “You must not turn aside, for 
then you would go after futile things 
which can not profit or deliver, be- 
cause they are futile. 

22 “For 8the Lorp will not aban- 
don His people on account of His 
great name, because the Lorp ®has 
been pleased to make you a people for 
Himself. De 31:6; 1 Ki 6:13 ¢ De 7:6-11; 1 Pe 2:9 

23 “Moreover, as for me, ®far be it 
from me that I should sin against the 
Lorp by ceasing to pray for you; but I 
will instruct you in the good and right 
Way. Ro 1:9; 1 Co 9:16; Col 1:9; 1 Th 3:10; 2 Ti 1:3 

34 “ROnly Ffear the Lorp and 
serve Him in truth with all your heart; 
for consider ®what great things He 
has done for you. — Ec 12:13 « De 10:21: Is 5:12 

25 “8But if you still do wickedly, 
both you and your king ®will be swept 
away.” Is 1:20; 3:11 ¢ 1 Sa 31:1-5; Ho 10:3 


12:11 Gr and Syr read Barak ‘“#12:16-19 
3* 12:20-22 12:24 Or reverence 
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War with the Philistines 

eth was thirty years old when 
.eBhe began to reign, and he 

reigned forty two years over Israel. 
Now Saul chose for himself 
3,000 men of Israel, of which 2,000 
were with Saul in Michmash and in 
the hill country of Bethel, while 1,000 
were with Jonathan at Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin. But he sent away the rest of the 
people, each to his tent. 1 Sa 13:5; 14:31 
3. Jonathan smote ®the garrison 
of the Philistines that was in ®Geba, 
and the Philistines heard of it. Then 
Saul ®blew the: trumpet throughout 
the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews 
hear.” 1 Sa 10:5 © 1 Sa 13:16; 14:5 © Ju 3:27: 6:34 
4 All Israel heard 'the news that 
Saul had smitten the garrison of the 
Philistines, and also that Israel Shad 
become odious to the Philistines. The 
people were then summoned to Saul 
at Gilgal. Lit saying ¢ Ge 34:30; Ex 5:21; 2 Sa 10:6 
5 Now the Philistines assembled 
to fight with Israel, 30,000 chariots 
and 6,000 horsemen, and ®people like 
the sand which is on the seashore in 
abundance; and they came up and 
camped in Michmash, east of ®Beth- 
aven. Jos 11:4:¢ Jos 18:12; 1 Sa 14:23 
6 When the men of Israel saw 
that they were in a strait (for the peo- 
ple were hard-pressed), then ®the peo- 
ple hid themselves in caves, in 
thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in 
pits. Ju6:2 
7 Also some of the Hebrews 
crossed the Jordan into the land of 
RGad and Gilead. But as for Saul, he 
was still in Gilgal, and all the people 
followed him trembling. Nu 32:33 
8 Now &he waited seven days, ac- 
cording to the appointed time set by 
Samuel, but Samuel did not come to 
Gilgal; and the people were scattering 
from him. 1 Sa 10:8 
9 So Saul said, “Bring to me the 
burnt offering and the peace offer- 
ings.” And ®he offered the burnt of- 
fering. De 12:5-14; 2 Sa 24:25; 1 Ki 3:4 
10 Assoon as he finished offering 
the burnt offering, behold, Samuel 
came; and ®Saul went out to meet him 
and to 'greet him. 1 Sa 15:13 © Lit bless 
11 But Samuel said, “What have 
you done?” And Saul said, “Because | 
saw that the people were scattering 
from me, and that you did not come 
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within the appointed days, and that 
Rthe Philistines were assembling at 
Michmash, 1 Sa 13:2, 5, 16, 23 

1 therefore I said, ‘Now the 
Philistines will come down against 
me at Gilgal, and 1 have not asked the 
favor of the Lorp.’ So I forced myself 
and offered the burnt offering.” 

13 Samuel said to Saul, “®You 
have acted foolishly; you have not 
kept the commandment of the Lorp 
your God, which He commanded you, 
for now the Lorp would have estab- 
lished your kingdom ‘over Israel ®for- 
ever. 20Ch16:9¢1Sa 15:11, 22, 28 « Lit toe 1 Sa 1:22 

14 “But Snow your kingdom shall 
not endure. The Lorp has sought out 
for Himself a man after His own 
heart, and the Lorp has appointed 
him as ruler over His people, because 
you have not kept what the Lorp 
commanded you.” 1 Sa 15:28 « Ac 7:46; 13:22 

15 Then Samuel arose and went 
up from Gilgal to ®Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin. And Saul numbered the people 
who were present with him, about six 
hundred men. 1 Sa 13:2 © 1 Sa 13:2, 6; 7; 14:2 

16 Now Saul and his son Jonathan 
and the people who were present with 
them were staying in Geba of Ben- 
jamin while the Philistines camped at 
Michmash. 

17 And &the raiders came from the 
camp of the Philistines in three com- 
panies: one company turned toward 
Ophrah, to the land of Shual, 1sa 14:15 

18 and another company turned 
toward Beth-horon, and another com- 
pany turned toward the border which 
overlooks the valley of ®Zeboim to- 
ward the wilderness. Ne 11:34 

19 Now no blacksmith could be 
found in all the land of Israel, for the 
Philistines said, “Otherwise the He- 
brews will make swords or spears.” 

20 So all Israel went down to the 
Philistines, each to sharpen his plow- 
share, his mattock, his axe, and his hoe. 

21 The charge was ‘two-thirds of 
a shekel for the plowshares, the mat- 
tocks, the forks, and the axes, and to 
fix the hoes. Heb pim 

22 So it came about on the day of 
battle that neither sword nor spear 
was found in the hands of any of the 
people who were with Saul and 
Jonathan, but they were found with 
Saul and his son Jonathan. Ju58 
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23 And the garrison of the Phili- 


stines went out to 8the pass of Mich- 
mash. 1 Sa 14:1; 2 Sa 23:14 ¢ 1 Sa 14:4, 5; Is 10:28 
Jonathan’s Victory 


l Now the day came _ that 

Jonathan, the son of Saul, said 
to the young man who was carrying 
his armor, “Come and let us cross 
over to the Philistines’ garrison that 
is on the other side.” But he did not 
tell his father. 

2 Saul was staying in the out- 
skirts of 8Gibeah under the pome- 
granate tree which is in Migron. And 
the people who were with him were 
about six hundred men, 1 Sa 13:15, 16 

3 and Ahijah, the 8son of Ahitub, 
Ichabod’s brother, the son of Phinehas, 
the son of Eli, the priest of the Lorp at 
Shiloh, was wearing an ephod. And 
the people did not know that Jonathan 
had gone. 1 Sa 22:9-12, 20 

4 Between the passes by which 
Jonathan sought to cross over to the 
Philistines’ garrison, there was a 
sharp crag on the one side and a 
sharp crag on the other side, and the 
name of the one was Bozez, and the 
name of the other Seneh. 1 Sa 13:23 

5 The one crag rose on the north 
opposite Michmash, and the other on 
the south opposite Geba. 

6 Then Jonathan said to the 
young man who was carrying his 
armor, “Come and let us cross over to 
the garrison of ®these uncircumcised; 
perhaps the Lorp will work for us, for 
the Lorp is not restrained to save by 
many or by few.” 1 Sa 17:26, 36; Je 9:25, 26 

7 His armor bearer said to him, 
“Do all that is in your heart; turn 
yourself, and here I am with you ac- 
cording to your 'desire.” Lit heart 

8 Then Jonathan said, “®Behold, 
we will cross over to the men and re- 
veal ourselves to them. Ju 7:9-14 

9 “If they say to us, ‘Wait until we 
come to you’; then we will stand in 
our place and not go up to them. 

10 “But if they "say, ‘Come up to 
us, then we will go up, for the Lorp 
has given them into our hands; and 
this shall be the sign to us.” Lit say thus 

11 When both of them revealed 
themselves to the garrison of the 
Philistines, the Philistines said, “Be- 
hold, 'Hebrews are coming out of the 
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holes where they have hidden them- 
selves.” 1 Sa 13:6; 14:22 

12 So the men of the garrison 
hailed Jonathan and his armor bearer 
and said, “Come up to us and we will 
tell you something.” And Jonathan 
said to his armor bearer, “Come up 
after me, for the Lorp has given them 
into the hands of Israel.” 

13 Then Jonathan climbed up on 
his hands and feet, with his armor 
bearer behind him; and they fell be- 
fore Jonathan, and his armor bearer 
put some to death after him. 

14 That first slaughter which 
Jonathan and his armor bearer made 
was about twenty men within about 
half a furrow in an acre of land. 

15 And there was a trembling in 
the camp, in the field, and among all 
the people. Even the garrison and &the 
raiders trembled, and &the earth 
quaked so that it became a ‘great 
trembling. 1 Sa 13:17, 18 ¢ 1 Sa 7:10 

16 Now Saul’s watchmen in 
Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and be- 
hold, the multitude melted away; and 
they went here and there. 

17 Saul said to the people who 
were with him, “‘Number now and 
see who has gone from us.” And 
when they had numbered, behold, 
Jonathan and his armor bearer were 
not there. Lit muster(ed) 

18 Then Saul said to Ahijah, 
“RBring the ark of God here.” For the 
ark of God was at that time with the 
sons of Israel. 1 Sa 23:9; 30:7 

19 While Saul talked to the 
priest, the commotion in the camp of 
the Philistines continued and _ in- 
creased; so Saul said to the priest, 
“Withdraw your hand.” Nu 27:21 

20 Then Saul and all the people 
who were with him rallied and came 
to the battle; and behold, every man’s 
sword was against his fellow, and 
there was very great confusion. 

_21 Now the Hebrews who were 
with the Philistines previously, who 
went up with them all around in the 
camp, even ‘they also turned to be 
with the Israelites who were with Saul 
and Jonathan. 1 Sa 29:4 

22 When all the men of Israel who 
had hidden themselves in the hill 


14:15 Lit trembling of God 
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country of Ephraim heard that the 
Philistines had fled, even they also 
pursued them closely in the battle. 

23. So the Lorp delivered Israel 
that day, and the battle spread beyond 
RBeth-aven. 1 Sa 13:5 


Saul’s Foolish Order 

24 Now the men of Israel were 
hard-pressed on that day, for Saul had 
Rout the people under oath, saying; 
“Cursed be the man who eats food be- 
fore evening, and until I have avenged 
myself on my enemies.” So none of 
the people tasted food. Jos 6:26 

25. All the people of the land en- 
tered the forest, and there was honey 
on the ground. 

26 When the people entered the 
forest, behold, there was a flow of 
honey; but no man put his hand to his 
mouth, for the people feared the oath. 

27 But Jonathan had not heard 
when his father put the people under 
oath; therefore, She put out the end of 
the staff that was in his hand and 
dipped it in the honeycomb, and put 
his hand to his mouth, and 8his eyes 
brightened. 1 Sa 14:43 © 1 Sa 30:12 

28 Then one of the people said, 
“Your father strictly put the people 
under oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the 
man who eats food today.’” And the 
people were weary. 

29 Then Jonathan said, “My father 
has troubled the land. See now, how 
my eyes have brightened because I 
tasted a little of this honey. 

30 “How much more, if only the 
people had eaten freely today of the 
spoil of their enemies which they 
found! For now the slaughter among 
the Philistines has not been great.” 

31 They struck among the 
Philistines that day from ®Michmash 
to 8Aijalon. And the people were very 
wealy. 1 Sa 14:5 ¢ Jos 10:12 

32 The people rushed greedily 
upon the spoil, and took sheep and 
oxen and calves, and slew them on 
the ground; and the people ate them 
with the blood. 1 Sa 15:19 

33 Then they told Saul, saying, 
“Behold, the people are Rginning 
against the Lorp by eating with the 
blood.” And he said, “You have acted 
treacherously; roll a great stone to me 
today.” Le 7:26, 27; 19:26; De 12:16, 23-25; 15:23 


1 SAMUEL 14:45 


34 Saul said, “Disperse yourselves 
among the people and say to them, 
‘Each one of you bring me his ox or 
his sheep, and slaughter it here and 
eat; and do not sin against the Lorp 
by eating with the blood.’” So all the 
people that night brought each one 
his ox Twith him and slaughtered it 
there. Lit in his hand 

35° And ®Saul built an altar to the 
Lorp; it was the first altar that he built 
to the Lorp. 1 Sa 7:12, 17; 2 Sa 24:25; Jam 4:8 

36 Then Saul said, “Let us go 
down after the Philistines by night 
and take spoil among them until the 
morning light, and let us not leave a 
man of them.” And they said, “Do 
whatever seems good ‘to you.” So 
Rthe priest said, “Let us draw near to 
God here.” Lit in your eyes ¢ 1 Sa 14:3, 18, 19 

37 Saul inquired of God, “Shall I 
go down after the Philistines? Will You 
give them into the hand of Israel?” 
But 8He did not answer him on that 
day. 1 Sa 10:22 © 1 Sa 28:6 

38 Saul said, “8Draw near here, all 
you ‘chiefs of the people, and investi- 
gate and see how this sin has happened 
today. Jos 7:11, 12; 1 Sa 10:19, 20 © Lit corners 

30. “For as the Lorp lives, who de- 
livers Israel, though it is in Jonathan 
my son, he shall surely die.” But not 
one of all the people answered him. 

40 Then he said to all Israel, “You 
shall be on one side and I and Jon- 
athan my son will be on the other 
side.” And the people said to Saul, “Do 
what seems good 'to you.” | Lit in your eyes 

4] Therefore, Saul said to the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, “®Give a per- 
fect lot.” And Jonathan and Saul were 
taken, but the people escaped. 4c 1:24 

42 Saul said, “Cast lots between 
me and Jonathan my son.” And 
Jonathan was taken. 

43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, 
“RTe]l me what you have done.” So 
Jonathan told him and said, “®I indeed 
tasted a little honey with the end of 
the staff that was in my hand. Here I 
am, I must die!” Jos 7:19 © 1 Sa 14:27 

44 Saul said, ““May God do this to 
me and more also, for you shall surely 
die, Jonathan.” Ru 1:17; 1 Sa 25:22 

45 But the people said to Saul, 
“Must Jonathan die, who has brought 
about this great deliverance in Israel? 
Far from it! As the Lorp lives, not one 
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hair of his head shall fall to the 
ground, for She has worked with God 
this day.” So the people rescued 
Jonathan and he did not die. = 2co61 

46 Then Saul went up from pursu- 
ing the Philistines, and the Philistines 
went to their own place. 


Constant Warfare 
47 Now when Saul had taken the 
kingdom over Israel, he fought 
against all his enemies on every side, 
against Moab, ®the sons of Ammon, 
Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the 
Philistines; and wherever he turned, 
he inflicted punishment. 1 Sa 11:1-13 
48 He acted valiantly and de- 
feated the Amalekites, and delivered 
Israel from the hands of those who 
plundered them. 1 Sa 15:3,7 
49 Now &the sons of Saul were 
Jonathan and Ishvi and Malchi-shua; 
and the names of his two daughters 
were these: the name of the firstborn 
RMerab and the name of the younger 
Michal. 1 Sa 31:2; 1 Ch 8:33; 10:2 © 1 Sa 18:17-19 
50 The name of Saul’s wife was 
Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. 
And &the name of the captain of his 
army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s 
uncle. 2 Sa 2:8 
51 RKish was the father of Saul, 
and Ner the father of Abner was the 
son of Abiel. 1Sa 9:1, 21 
52 Now the war against the 
Philistines was severe all the days of 
Saul; and when Saul saw any mighty 
man or any valiant man, he ®attached 
him to his staff. 1 Sa 8:11 


Saul’s Disobedience 
] Then Samuel said to Saul, “?The 
Lorp sent me to anoint you as 
king over His people, over Israel; now 
therefore, listen to the words of the 
LORD. 1 Sa 9:16; 10:1 ¢ Lit sound of the words 
2 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, ‘I 
will punish Amalek 8for what he did 
to Israel, how he set himself against 
him on the way while he was coming 
up from Egypt. Ex 17:8-16; Nu 24:20; De 25:17-19 
3 ‘Now go and strike Amalek 
and 8utterly destroy all that he has, 
and do not spare him; but put to death 
both man and woman, child and in- 
fant, ox and sheep, camel and don- 
Key.’” Nu 24:20; De 20:16-18; Jos 6:17-21 
4 Then Saul summoned the peo- 
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ple and ™numbered them in ®Telaim, 
200,000 foot soldiers and 10,000 men 
of Judah. Lit mustered ¢ Jos 15:24 

5 Saul came to the city of 
Amalek and set an ambush in the val- 


ley. 

6 Saul said to ®the Kenites, “Go, 
depart, go down from among the 
Amalekites, so that I do not destroy 
you with them; for you showed kind- 
ness to all the sons of Israel when 
they came up from Egypt.” So the 
Kenites departed from among the 
Amalekites. Nu 24:21; Ju 1:16; 4:11 

7 So Saul defeated the 
Amalekites, from Havilah as you go 
to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 

8 He captured 8Agag the king of 
the Amalekites alive, and utterly de- 
stroyed all the people with the edge of 
the sword. Nu 24:7; 1 Sa 15:20; Es 3:1 

9 But Saul and the people &s- 
pared Agag and the best of the sheep, 
the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and 
all that was good, and were not will- 
ing to destroy them utterly; but every- 
thing despised and worthless, that 
they utterly destroyed. 1 Sa 15:3, 15, 19 


Samuel Rebukes Saul 

10 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Samuel, saying, 

11 “®] regret that Ihave made Saul 
king, for he has turned back from fol- 
lowing Me and has not carried out My 
commands.” And Samuel was dis- 
tressed and cried out to the Lorp all 
night. Ge 6:6, 7; Ex 32:14; 1 Sa 15:35; 2 Sa 24:16 

12 Samuel rose early in the morn- 
ing to meet Saul; and it was told 
Samuel, saying, “Saul came to Car- 
mel, and behold, he set up a monu- 
ment for himself, then turned and 
proceeded on down to Gilgal.” 

13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul 
said to him, “8Blessed are you of the 
Lorp! I have carried out the command 
of the LORD.” © Ge 14:19; Ju 17:2; Ru 3:10: 2 Sa 2:5 
_ 14 But Samuel said, ““What then 
is this "bleating of the sheep in my 
ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear?” Ex 32:21-24 ¢ Lit sound 

15 Saul said, “They have brought 
them from the Amalekites, for 8the 
people spared the best of the sheep 
and oxen, to sacrifice to the Lorp 
your God; but the rest we have utterly 
destroyed.” Ge 3:12, 13; Ex 32:22, 23: 1 Sa 15:9, 21 
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16 Then Samuel said to Saul, 
“Wait, and let me tell you what the 
Lorp said to me last night.” And he 
said to him, “Speak!” 

17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, 
though you were little in your own 
eyes, you were made the head of the 
tribes of Israel? And the Lorp 
anointed you king over Israel, 

18 and the Lorp sent you on a 
Tmission, and said, ‘®Go and utterly 
destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, 
and fight against them until they are 
exterminated,’ Lit way © 1 Sa 15:3 

19 “Why then did you not obey the 
voice of the Lorp, 8but rushed upon 
the spoil and did what was evil in the 
sight of the Lorp?” 1 Sa 14:32 

20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I 
did obey the voice of the Lorp, and 
went on the mission on which the 
Lorp sent me, and have brought back 
Agag the king of Amalek, and have 
utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 

21 “But 8the people took some of 
the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest 
of the things devoted to destruction, 
to sacrifice to the Lorp your God at 
Gilgal.” Ex 32:22, 23; 1 Sa 15:15 

22 Samuel said, 

“Has the Lorp as much 
delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices 

As in obeying the voice of the 
Lorp? 

Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, 

And to heed than the fat of 
rams. 

23 “For rebellion is as the sin of 

Rdivination, 

And insubordination is as 
iniquity and idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the 
word of the Lorp, 

He has also rejected you from 
being king.” De 18:10 

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I 
have sinned; I have indeed trans- 
gressed the command of the Lorp and 
your words, because I feared the peo- 
ple and listened to their voice. 

25 “Now therefore, ®please par- 
don my sin and return with me, that I 
may worship the Lorp.” Ex 10:17 

26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will 
not return with you; for you have re- 
jected the word of the Lorp, and the 
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Lorp has rejected you from being 
king over Israel.” 1 Sa 13:14; 16:1 
27 As Samuel turned to go, Saul 
seized the edge of his robe, and it tore. 
28 So Samuel said to him, “The 
Lorp has torn the kingdom of Israel 
from you today and has given it to 
your neighbor, who is better than you. 
29 “Also the 8Glory of Israel 8will 
not lie or change His mind; for He is 
not a man that He should change His 
mind.” 1 Ch 29:11 © Nu 23:19; Eze 24:14; Tit 1:2 
30 Then he said, “I have sinned; 
Rbut please honor me now before the 
elders of my people and before Israel, 
and go back with me, that I may wor- 
ship the Lorp your God.” Jo 5:44; 12:43 
31 So Samuel went back follow- 
ing Saul, and Saul worshiped the 
Lorp. 

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me 
Agag, the king of the Amalekites.” 
And Agag came to him ‘cheerfully. 
And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness 
of death is past.” Or in bonds 

33 But Samuel said, “As your 
sword has made women childless, so 
shall your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel hewed Agag to 
pieces before the Lorp at Gilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to SRamah, 
but Saul went up to his house at 
RGibeah of Saul. 1Sa7:17¢1Sa1l4 

35 RSamuel did not see Saul again 
until the day of his death; for Samuel 
Rgrieved over Saul. And the Lorp re- 
gretted that He had made Saul king 
over Israel. 1 Sa 19:24°1Sa 16:1 


Samuel Goes to Bethlehem 
l Now the Lorp said to Samuel, 
“RHow long will you grieve over 
Saul, since 8I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil and go; I will send you to 
RJesse the Bethlehemite, for I have se- 
lected a king for Myself among his 
SONS.”  1Sa 15:35 ¢ 1 Sa 13:13, 14; 15:23 « Ru 4:17-22 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I 
g0? When Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.” And the Lorp said, “®Take a 
heifer with you and say, ‘I have come 
to sacrifice to the Lorp.’ 1 Sa 20:29 
3 “You shall invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and ®I will show you what 
you shall do; and ®you shall anoint 


YY 15:22-23 
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for Me the one whom I designate to 
you.” Ex 4:15; Ac 9:6 ¢ De 17:14, 15; 1 Sa 9:16 
4 So Samuel did what the Lorp 
said, and came to Bethlehem. And the 
elders of the city came trembling to 
meet him and said, “8Do you come in 
peace?” 1 Ki 2:13; 2 Ki 9:22; 1 Ch 12:17, 18 
5 He said, “In peace; I have come 
to sacrifice to the Lorp. ®Consecrate 
yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” He also consecrated Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. Ge 35:2; Ex 19:10 
6 When they entered, he looked 
at Eliab and thought, “Surely the 
Lorp’s anointed is before Him.” 
wv 7 But the Lorp said to Samuel, 
“Do not look at his appearance or 
at the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for God sees not as 
man sees, for man looks at the out- 
ward appearance, ®but the Lorp looks 
at the heart.” 1 Sa 2:3; 1 Ki 8:39; 1 Ch 28:9; Lk 16:15 
8 Then Jesse called 8Abinadab 
and made him pass before Samuel. 
And he said, “The Lorp has not cho- 
sen this one either.” 1 Sa 17:13 
9 Next Jesse made 8Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “The Lorp has 
not chosen this one either.” 1 Sa 17:13 

10 Thus Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel 
said to Jesse, “The Lorp has not cho- 
sen these.” 

11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
these all the children?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, and 
behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 
Tbring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.” Lit take 


David Anointed 

12 So he sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, with ®beautiful 
eyes and a handsome appearance. 
And the Lorp said, “Arise, anoint him; 
for this is he.” Ge 39:6; Ex 2:2; Ac 7:20 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of 
oil and anointed him in the midst of 
his brothers; and ®the Spirit of the 
Lorp came mightily upon David from 
that day forward. And Samuel arose 
and went to Ramah. nu 27:18:1 Sa 10:6, 9, 10 

14 Now the Spirit of the Lorp de- 
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lorp terrorized him. 

15 Saul’s servants then said to 


320 


him, “Behold now, an evil spirit from 
God is terrorizing you. 

16 “Let our lord now command 
your servants who are before you. Let 
them seek a man who is a skillful 
player on the harp; and it shall come 
about when the evil spirit from God is 
on you, that he shall play the harp 
with his hand, and you will be well.” 

17 So Saul said to his servants, 
“Provide for me now a man who can 
play well and bring him to me.” 

18 Then one of the young men 
said, “Behold, I have seen a son of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite who is a skill- 
ful musician, 8a mighty man of valor, 
a warrior, one prudent in speech, and 
a handsome man; and ®the Lorp is 
with him.” 1 Sa 17:32-36 ¢ 1 Sa 3:19 

19 So Saul sent messengers to 
Jesse and said, “Send me your son 
David who is with the flock.” 

20 Jesse ®took a donkey loaded 
with bread and a jug of wine and a 
young goat, and sent them to Saul by 
David his son. 1 Sa 10:4, 27; Pr 18:16 

21 Then David came to Saul and 
Rattended him; and *Saul loved him 
greatly, and he became his armor 
bearer. Ge 41:46; Pr 22:29 © Lit he 

22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let 
David now stand before me, for he 
has found favor in my sight.” 

23 So it came about whenever the 
evil spirit from God came to Saul, 
David would take the harp and play 
it with his hand; and Saul would be 
refreshed and be well, and the evil 
spirit would depart from him. 


Goliath’s Challenge 
Now &the Philistines gathered 
their armies for battle; and they 
were gathered at Socoh which be- 
longs to Judah, and they camped be- 
tween RSocoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-dammim. 1 Sa 13:5 Jos 15:35; 2 Ch 28:18 

2 Saul and the men of Israel 
were gathered and camped in the val- 
ley of Elah, and drew up in battle 
array to encounter the Philistines. 

3 The Philistines stood on the 
mountain on one side while Israel 
stood on the mountain on the other 
side, with the valley between them. 

4 Then a champion came out 


Y 16:7 
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from the armies of the Philistines 
named Goliath, from Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span. 

5 He had a bronze helmet on his 
head, and he was clothed with scale- 
armor which weighed five thousand 
shekels of bronze. 

_ 6 Healso had bronze Fgreaves on 
his legs and a ®bronze javelin slung 
between his shoulders. 1 Sa 17:45 

7 ®The shaft of his spear was like 
a weaver’s beam, and the head of his 
spear weighed six hundred shekels of 
iron; ®his shield-carrier also walked 
before him. 2 Sa 21:19; 1 Ch 11:23 © 1 Sa 17:41 

8 He stood and shouted to the 
ranks of Israel and said to them, 
“Why do you come out to draw up in 
battle array? Am I not the Philistine 
and you 8servants of Saul? Choose a 
man for yourselves and let him come 
down to me. 1 Sa 8:17 

9 “If he is able to fight with me 
and kill me, then we will become your 
servants; but if I prevail against him 
and kill him, then you shall become 
our servants and serve us.” 

10 Again the Philistine said, “I 
defy the ranks of Israel this day; give 
me a man that we may fight together.” 

11 When Saul and all Israel heard 
these words of the Philistine, they 
were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

12 Now David was the son of the 
REphrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, 
whose name was Jesse, and he had 
eight sons. And Jesse was old in the 
days of Saul, advanced in years 
among men. Ru 4:22; 1 Sa 16:18 © Ge 35:19 

13 The three older sons of Jesse 
had gone after Saul to the battle. And 
the names of his three sons who went 
to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, 
and the second to him Abinadab, and 
the third Shammah. 

14 David was the youngest. Now 
the three oldest followed Saul, 1 sa 16:11 

15 but David went back and forth 
from Saul 8to tend his father’s flock 
at Bethlehem. 1 Sa 16:21-23 ¢ 1 Sa 16:11, 19 

16 The Philistine came ‘forward 
morning and evening for forty days 
and took his stand. Lit near 

17 Then Jesse said to David his 
son, “®Take now for your brothers an 
ephah of this roasted grain and these 
ten loaves and run to the camp to your 
brothers. 1 Sa 25:18 
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18 “RBring also these ten cuts of 
cheese to the commander of their 
thousand, ®and look into the welfare 
of your brothers, and bring back news 
of them. 1 Sa 16:20 © Ge 37:13, 14 

19 “For Saul and they and all the 
men of Israel are in the valley of Elah, 
fighting with the Philistines.” 


David Accepts the Challenge 

20 So David arose early in the 
morning and left the flock with a 
keeper and took the supplies and went 
as Jesse had commanded him. And he 
came to the circle of the camp while 
the army was going out in battle array 
shouting the war cry. 

21 Israel and the Philistines drew 
up in battle array, army against army. 

22. Then David left his baggage in 
the care of the baggage keeper, and 
ran to the battle line and entered in 
order to greet his brothers. Ju 18:21; Is 10:28 

23 As he was talking with them, 
behold, the champion, the Philistine 
from Gath named Goliath, was com- 
ing up from the army of the 
Philistines, and he spoke these same 
words; and David heard them. 

24 When all the men of Israel saw 
the man, they fled from him and were 
greatly afraid. 

25 The men of Israel said, “Have 
you seen this man who is coming up? 
Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. 
And it will be that the king will enrich 
the man who kills him with great 
riches and ®will give him his daughter 
and make his father’s house free in 
Israel.” Jos 15:16 

26 Then David spoke to the men 
who were standing by him, saying, 
“What will be done for the man who 
kills this Philistine and takes away 
Rthe reproach from Israel? For who is 
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he 
should taunt the armies of the living 
God?” 1 Sa 11:2 © 1 Sa 14:6; 17:36; Je 9:25, 26 

27 The people ‘answered him in 
accord with this word, saying, “®Thus 
it will be done for the man who kills 
him.” Lit said to ¢ 1 Sa 17:25 

28 Now Eliab his oldest brother 
heard when he spoke to the men; and 


17:4 I.e. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 17:6 Or 
shin guards 17:25 Le. free from taxes and public 
service 
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Eliab’s anger burned against David 
and he said, “Why have you come 
down? And with whom have you left 
those few sheep in the wilderness? I 
know your insolence and the wicked- 
ness of your heart; for you have come 
down in order to see the battle.” 

29 But David said, “What have I 
done now? Was it not just a ™ques- 
tion?” Lit word 

30 Then he turned away from him 
to another and said the same thing; 
and the people answered the same 
thing as before. 1 Sa 17:26, 27 


David Kills Goliath 

31 When the words which David 
spoke were heard, they told them "to 
Saul, and he sent for him. Lit before 

32 David said to Saul, “Let no 
man’s heart fail on account of him; 
Ryour servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.” De 20:1-4 © 1 Sa 16:18 

33. Then Saul said to David, “®You 
are not able to go against this Philis- 
tine to fight with him; for you are but 
a youth while he has been a warrior 
from his youth.” Nu 13:31 

34 But David said to Saul, “Your 
servant was tending his father’s 
sheep. When a lion or a bear came 
and took a lamb from the flock, 

35 I went out after him and at- 
tacked him, and ®rescued it from his 
mouth; and when he rose up against 
me, I seized him by his beard and 
struck him and killed him. Am 3:12 

36 “Your servant has ‘killed both 
the lion and the bear; and this uncir- 
cumcised Philistine will be like one of 
them, since he has taunted the armies 
of the living God.” Lit smitten 

37 And David said, “The Lorp 
who delivered me from the paw of the 
lion and from the paw of the bear, He 
will deliver me from the hand of this 
Philistine.” And Saul said to David, 
“Go, and may the Lorp be with you.” 

38 Then Saul clothed David with 
his garments and put a bronze helmet 
on his head, and he clothed him with 
armor. 

39 David girded his sword over his 
armor and tried to walk, for he had 
not tested them. So David said to 
Saul, “I cannot go with these, for I 
have not tested them.” And David 
took them ‘off. Lit off from himself 
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40 He took his stick in his hand 
and chose for himself five smooth 
stones from the brook, and put them 
in the shepherd’s bag which he had, 
even in his pouch, and 8his sling was 
in his hand; and he approached the 
Philistine. Ju 20:16 

41 Then the Philistine came on 
and approached David, with the 
shield-bearer in front of him. 

42 When the Philistine looked and 
saw David, ®he disdained him; for he 
was but a youth, and ruddy, with a 
handsome appearance. Ps 123:4; Pr 16:18 

43 The Philistine said to David, 
“Am 1a dog, that you come to me with 
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. 1 Ki 20:10 

44 The Philistine also said to 
David, “Come to me, and I will give 
your flesh 8to the birds of the sky and 
the beasts of the field.” 1 Sa 17:46 

45 Then David said to the Philis- 
tine, “You come to me with a sword, a 
spear, and a javelin, but I come to you 
in the name of the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have taunted. 

46 “This day the Lorp will deliver 
you up into my hands, and I will strike 
you down and remove your head from 
you. And I will give the dead bodies of 
the army of the Philistines this day to 
the birds of the sky and the wild 
beasts of the earth, ®that all the earth 
may know that there is a God in Is- 
rael, Jos 4:24; 1 Ki 8:43; 18:36; 2 Ki 19:19; Is 37:20 

47 and that all this assembly may 
know that the Lorp does not deliver 
by sword or by spear; ®for the battle is 
the Lorp’s and He will give you into 
our hands.” 2 Ch 20:15 

48 Then it happened when the 
Philistine rose and came and drew 
near to meet David, that "David ran 
quickly toward the battle line to meet 
the Philistine. Ps 27:3 

_49 And David put his hand into 
his bag and took from it a stone and 
slung it, and struck the Philistine on 
his forehead. And the stone sank into 
his forehead, so that he fell on his face 
to the ground. 

50 Thus David prevailed over the 
Philistine with a sling and a stone, 
and he struck the Philistine and killed 
him; but there was no sword in 
David’s hand. 
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51 Then David ran and stood over 
the Philistine and took his sword and 
drew it out of its sheath and killed 
him, and cut off his head with it. 
RWhen. the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they fled. He 11:34 

52 The men of Israel and Judah 
arose and shouted and pursued the 
Philistines as far as the valley, and to 
the gates of Ekron. And the slain 
Philistines lay along the way to 
Shaaraim, even to Gath and Ekron. 

53 The sons of Israel returned 
from chasing the Philistines and plun- 
dered their camps. 

54 Then David took the Philis- 
tine’s head and brought it to 
Jerusalem, but he put his weapons in 
his tent. 

55 Now when Saul saw David 
going out against the Philistine, he 
said to Abner the commander of the 
army, “Abner, whose son is this young 
man?” And Abner said, “By your life, 
O king, I do not know.” 

56 The king said, “You inquire 
whose son the youth is.” 

57 So when David returned from 
killing the Philistine, Abner took him 
and brought him before Saul with the 
Philistine’s head in his hand. 

58 Saul said to him, “Whose son 
are you, young man?” And David an- 
swered, “8J am the son of your servant 
Jesse the Bethlehemite.” 1 Sa 17:12 


Jonathan and David 

l ne Yop it came about when he had 
finished speaking to Saul, that 

the soul of Jonathan was knit to the 

soul of David, and Jonathan loved 

him as himself. De 13:6; 1 Sa 20:17; 2 Sa 1:26 

2 Saul took him that day and 
Rdid not let him return to his father’s 
house. 1 Sa 17:15 

3 Then ®Jonathan made a 
covenant with David because he loved 
him as himself. 1 Sa 20:8-17 

4 Jonathan stripped himself of 
the robe that was on him and gave it 
to David, with his armor, including his 
sword and his bow and his belt. 

5 So David went out wherever 
Saul sent him, and "prospered; and 
Saul set him over the men of war. And 
it was pleasing in the sight of all the 
people and also in the sight of Saul’s 
servants. Or acted wisely 
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___ 6 It happened as they were com- 
ing, when David returned from killing 
the Philistine, that the women came 
out of all the cities of Israel, singing 
and dancing, to meet King Saul, with 
tambourines, with joy and with ‘mu- 
sical instruments. 
The women 8sang as they 
played, and said, 
“Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten 
thousands.” kx 15:21; 1 Sa 21:11; 29:5 
8 Then Saul became very angry, 
for this saying displeased him; and he 
said, “They have ascribed to David ten 
thousands, but to me they have as- 
cribed thousands. Now what more 
can he have but the kingdom?” 
9 Saul looked at David with sus- 
picion from that day on: 


Saul Turns against David 
10 Now it came about on the next 
day that ®an evil spirit from God came 
mightily upon Saul, and ®he raved in 
the midst of the house, while David 
was playing the harp with his hand, 
Ras usual; and 8a spear was in Saul’s 
hand. 18a 16:14 1 Sa 19:23, 24° 1 Sa 16:23 © 1 Sa 19:9 
11 Saul hurled the spear for he 
thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” 
But David escaped from his presence 
twice. 1 Sa 19:10; 20:33 
12 Now ®Saul was afraid of David, 
for the Lorp was with him but had de- 
parted from Saul. 1 Sa 18:15, 29 
13 Therefore Saul removed him 
from This presence and appointed him 
as his commander of a thousand; and 
Rhe went out and came in before the 
people. Lit with him + Nu 27:17; 1 Sa 18:16; 2 Sa 5:2 
14 David was prospering in all his 
ways for the Lorp was with him. 
15 When Saul saw that he was 
prospering greatly, he dreaded him. 
16 But Rall Israel and Judah loved 
David, and he went out and came in 
before them. 1 Sa 18:5 
17 Then Saul said to David, 
“RHere is my older daughter Merab; I 
will give her to you as a wife, only be 
a valiant man for me and fight ®the 
Lorp’s battles.” For Saul thought, “My 
hand shall not be against him, but let 
the hand of the Philistines be against 
him.” 1 Sa 17:25 © Nu 21:14; 1 Sa 17:36, 47; 25:28 


18:6 Le. triangles; or three-stringed instruments 
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18 But David said to Saul, “Who 
am I, and what is my life or my fa- 
ther’s family in Israel, that I should be 
the king’s son-in-law?” 

19 So it came about at the time 
when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should 
have been given to David, that she 
was given to 8Adriel 8the Meholathite 
for a wife. 2 Sa 21:8 ¢ Ju 7:22; 1 Ki 19:16 


David Marries Saul’s Daughter 

20 Now &Michal, Saul’s daughter, 
loved David. When they told Saul, the 
thing was agreeable to him. 1a 18:28 

21 Saul thought, “I will give her to 
him that she may become a snare to 
him, and that the hand of the 
Philistines may be against him.” 
Therefore Saul said to David, “®For a 
second time you may be my son-in- 
law today.” 1 Sa 18:17 1 Sa 18:26 

22 Then Saul commanded his ser- 
vants, “Speak to David secretly, say- 
ing, ‘Behold, the king delights in you, 
and all his servants love you; now 
Hee Sn become the king’s son-in- 

aw.’” 

23 So Saul’s servants spoke these 
words to David. But David said, “Is it 
trivial in your sight to become the 
king’s son-in-law, since I am a poor 
man and lightly esteemed?” 

24 The servants of Saul reported 
to him ‘according to these words 
which David spoke. Lit by saying according 

25 Saul then said, “Thus you shall 
say to David, ‘The king does not de- 
sire any dowry except a hundred fore- 
skins of the Philistines, to take 
vengeance on the king’s enemies.’” 
Now Saul planned to make David fall 
by the hand of the Philistines. 

26 When his servants told David 
these words, it pleased David to be- 
come the king’s son-in-law. ®Before 
the days had expired 1 Sa 18:21 

27 David rose up and went, ®he 
and his men, and struck down two 
hundred men among the Philistines. 
Then David brought their fore- 
skins, and they gave them in full 
number to the king, that he might 
become the king’s son-in-law. So 
Saul gave him Michal his daughter 
for a wife. 1 Sa 18:17 

28 When Saul saw and knew that 
the Lorp was with David, and that 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved him, 


324 


29 then Saul was even more afraid 
of David. Thus Saul was David’s 
enemy continually. 

30 Then the commanders of the 
Philistines went out to battle, and it 
happened as often as they went out, 
that David behaved himself more 
wisely than all the servants of Saul. 
So his name was highly esteemed. 


David Protected from Saul _ 
Now Saul told Jonathan his son 
and all his servants to put David 

to death: But Jonathan, Saul’s son, 

greatly delighted in David. 

2 So Jonathan told David saying, 
“Saul my father is seeking to put you 
to death. Now therefore, please be on 
guard in the morning, and stay ina 
secret place and hide yourself. 

3 “I will go out and stand beside 
my father in the field where you are, 
and I will speak with my father about 
you; 8if I “find out anything, then I will 
tell you.” 1 Sa 20:9, 13 © Lit see 

4 Then Jonathan ®spoke well of 
David to Saul his father and said to 
him, “8Do not let the king sin against 
his servant David, since he has not 
sinned against you, and since his 
deeds have been very beneficial to 
you. 1 Sa 20:32; Pr 31:8, 9 © Ge 42:22; Pr 17:13; Je 18:20 

5 “For he took his life in his hand 
and struck the Philistine, and the 
Lorp brought about a great deliver- 
ance for all Israel; you saw it and re- 
joiced. Why then will you sin against 
innocent blood by putting David to 
death without a cause?” 

6 Saul listened to the voice of 
Jonathan, and Saul vowed, “As the 
Lorp lives, he shall not be put to 
death.” 

7 Then Jonathan called David, 
and Jonathan told him all these 
words. And Jonathan brought David 
to Saul, and he was in his presence as 
Rformerly. 1 Sa 16:21; 18:2, 10, 13 

8 When there was war again, 
David went out and fought with the 
Philistines and ™defeated them with 
great slaughter, so that they fled be- 
fore him. Lit smote 

9 Now there was an evil spirit 
from the Lorp on Saul as he was sit- 
ting in his house with his spear in his 
hand, and David was playing the harp 
with his hand. 1 Sa 16:14; 18:10, 11 
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10 Saul tried to pin David to the 
wall with the spear, but he slipped 
away out of Saul’s presence, so that 
he stuck the spear into the wall. And 
David fled and escaped that night. 

11 Then ®Saul sent messengers to 
David’s house to watch him, in order 
to put him to death in the morning. 
But Michal, David’s wife, told him, 
saying, “If you do not save your life 
tonight, tomorrow you will be put to 
death.” Ju 16:2; Ps 59: title 

12 So Michal let David down 
through a window, and he went out 
and fled and escaped. 

13 Michal took the household 
idol and laid it on the bed, and put a 
quilt of goats’ hair at its head, and 
covered it with clothes. Ge 31:19; Ju 18:14, 17 

14 When Saul sent messengers to 
take David, she said, “He is sick.” 

15 Then Saul sent messengers to 
see David, saying, “Bring him up to 
me on this bed, that I may put him to 
death.” Lit the 

16 When the messengers entered, 
behold, the "household idol was on 
the bed with the quilt of goats’ hair at 
its head. Heb teraphim 

17 So Saul said to Michal, “Why 
have you deceived me like this and let 
my enemy go, so that he has es- 
caped?” And Michal said to Saul, “He 
said to me, ‘Let me go! }Why should I 
put you to death?’” 2 Sa 2:22 

18 Now David fled and escaped 
and came ®to Samuel at Ramah, and 
told him all that Saul had done to him. 
And he and Samuel went and stayed 
in ®Naioth. 1 Sa 7:17 © 1 Sa 19:22, 23 

19 It was told Saul, saying, “Be- 
hold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 

20 Then Saul sent messengers to 
take David, but when they saw the 
company of the prophets prophesy- 
ing, with Samuel standing and pre- 
siding over them, the Spirit of God 
came upon the messengers of Saul; 
and they also prophesied. 

21 When it was told Saul, he sent 
other messengers, and they also 
prophesied. So Saul sent messengers 
again the third time, and they also 
prophesied. 

22 Then he himself went to 
Ramah and came as far as the large 
well that is in Secu; and he asked and 
said, “Where are Samuel and David?” 


1 SAMUEL 20:8 


And someone said, “Behold, they are 
at Naioth in Ramah.” 
_ 23 He proceeded there to Naioth 
in Ramah; and &the Spirit of God 
came upon him also, so that he went 
along prophesying continually until 
he came to Naioth in Ramah. 1 sa 10:10 

24 Healso stripped off his clothes, 
and he too prophesied before Samuel 
and lay down naked all that day and 
all that night. Therefore they say, “Is 
Saul also among the prophets?” 


David and Jonathan Covenant 

2 Then David fled from Naioth in 
Ramah, and came and 8said 'to 

Jonathan, “What have I done? What is 

my iniquity? And what is my sin be- 

fore your father, that he is seeking my 

life?” 1 Sa 24:9 ¢ Lit before 

2 He said to him, “Far from it, 
you shall not die. Behold, my father 
does nothing either great or small 
without disclosing it to me. So why 
should my father hide this thing from 
me? It is not so!” 

3 Yet David vowed again, say- 
ing, “Your father knows well that I 
have found favor in your sight, and he 
has said, ‘Do not let Jonathan know 
this, or he will be grieved. But truly 
Ras the Lorp lives and as your soul 
lives, there is hardly a step between 
me and death.” De 6:13 © 1 Sa 25:26; 2 Ki 2:6 

4 Then Jonathan said to David, 
“Whatever you say, I will do for you.” 

5 So David said to Jonathan, “Be- 
hold, tomorrow is the new moon, and 
I ought 8to sit down to eat with the 
king. But let me go, that I may hide 
myself in the field until the third 
evening. Nu 10:10; 28:11-15; Am 8:5 © 1 Sa 20:24, 27 

6 “If your father misses me at all, 
then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave 
of me to run to Bethlehem his city, 
because it is the yearly sacrifice there 
for the whole family,’ 1 Sa 17:58 

7 “If he Tsays, ‘It is good, your 
servant will be safe; but if he is very 
angry, ®know that he has decided on 
evil. Lit says thus ¢ 1 Sa 25:17 

8 “Therefore deal kindly with 
your servant, for ®you have brought 
your servant into a covenant of the 
Lorp with you. But ®if there is iniq- 
uity in me, put me to death yourself; 
for why then should you bring me to 
your father?” 1 Sa 18:3; 23:18 © 2 Sa 14:32 
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9 Jonathan said, “Far be it from 
you! For if I should indeed learn that 
evil has been decided by my father to 
come upon you, then would I not tell 
you about it?” 

10 Then David said to Jonathan, 
“Who will tell me Tif your father an- 
swers you harshly?” Lit or what 

11 Jonathan said to David, “Come, 
and let us go out into the field.” So 
both of them went out to the field. 

12 Then Jonathan said to David, 
“The Lorp, the God of Israel, be wit- 
ness! When I have sounded out my fa- 
ther about this time tomorrow, or the 
third day, behold, if there is good feel- 
ing toward David, shall I not then 
send to you and 'make it known to 

Uu: Lit uncover your ear 

13 “Ifit please my father to do you 
harm, kmay the Lorp do so to 
Jonathan and more also, if I do not 
make it known to you and send you 
away, that you may go in safety. And 
may the Lorp be with you as He has 
been with my father. Ru 1:17; 1 Sa 3:17 

14 “If lam still alive, will you not 
show me the lovingkindness of the 
Lorp, that I may not die? 

15 “You shall not cut off your lov- 
ingkindness from my house forever, 
not even when the Lorp cuts off every 
one of the enemies of David from the 
face of the earth.” 2 Sa 9:1,3 

16 So Jonathan made a covenant 
with the house of David, saying, “May 
the Lorp require it at the hands of 
David’s enemies.” 

17 Jonathan made David vow 
again because of his love for him, be- 
cause ®he loved him as he loved his 
own life. 1 Sa 18:1 

18 Then Jonathan said to him, 
“RTomorrow is the new moon, and you 
will be missed because your seat will 
be empty. 1 Sa 20:5, 25 

19 “When you have stayed for 
three days, you shall go down quickly 
and come to the place where you hid 
yourself on that eventful day, and you 
shall remain by the stone Ezel. 

20 “I will shoot three arrows to the 
side, as though I shot at a target. 

21 “And behold, I will send the 
lad, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows, If I 
specifically say to the lad, ‘Behold, the 
arrows are on this side of you, get 
them, then come; for there is safety 
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for you and ™no harm, as the LorpD 
lives. Lit there is nothing 

22 “But if I say to the youth, ‘Be- 
hold, the arrows are beyond you, go, 
for the Lorp has sent you away. 

23 “RAs for the ‘agreement of 
which you and I have spoken, behold, 
Rthe Lorp is between you and me for- 
ever.” 15Sa 20:14, 15 Lit word e Ge 31:49, 53; 1 Sa 20:42 

24 So David hid in the field; and 
when the new moon came, the king 
sat down to eat food. 

25 The king sat on his seat as 
usual, the seat by the wall; then 
Jonathan rose up and Abner sat down 
by Saul’s side, but SDavid’s place was 
empty. 1 Sa 20:18 

26 Nevertheless Saul did not 
speak anything that day, for he 
thought, “It is an accident, he is not 
clean, surely he is not clean.” 

27 It came about the next day, the 
second day of the new moon, that 
David’s place was empty; so Saul said 
to Jonathan his son, “Why has the son 
of Jesse not come to the meal, either 
yesterday or today?” 

28 Jonathan then answered Saul, 
“RDavid earnestly asked leave of me 
to go to Bethlehem, 1 Sa 20:6 

29 for he said, ‘Please Tlet me go, 
since our family has a sacrifice in the 
city, and my brother has commanded 
me to attend. And now, if I have found 
favor in your sight, please let me get 
away that I may see my brothers.’ For 
this reason he has not come to the 
king’s table.” Lit send me away 
Saul Is Angry with Jonathan 

30 Then Saul’s anger burned 
against Jonathan and he said to him, 
“You son of a perverse, rebellious 
woman! Do I not know that you are 
choosing the son of Jesse to your own 
shame and to the shame of your 
mother’s nakedness? 

_ 31 “For as long as the son of Jesse 
lives on the earth, neither you nor 
your kingdom will be established. 
Therefore now, send and bring him to 
me, for Fhe must surely die.” —_2.sa 12:5 

_ 32 But Jonathan answered Saul 
his father and said to him, “?Why 
should he be put to death? What has 
he done?” Ge 31:36; 1 Sa 19:5; Pr 31:9; Ma 27:23 

_ 33 Then ®Saul hurled his spear at 
him to strike him down; ®so Jonathan 
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knew that his father had decided to 
put David to death: 1 sa 18:11; 19:10 « 1 Sa 20:7 
_ 34 Then Jonathan arose from the 
table in fierce anger, and did not eat 
food on the second day of the new 
moon, for he was grieved over David 
pepouse his father had dishonored 
im. 

35 Now it came about in the 
morning that Jonathan went out into 
the field for the appointment with 
David, and a little lad was with him. 

36 He said to his lad, “RRun, find 
now the arrows which I am about to 
shoot.” As the lad was running, he 
shot an arrow past him. 1 Sa 20:20, 21 

37 When the lad reached the 
place of the arrow which Jonathan 
had shot, Jonathan called after the 
lad and said, “Is not the arrow beyond 

ou? ” 

38 And Jonathan called after the 
lad, “Hurry, be quick, do not stay!” 
And Jonathan’s lad picked up the 
arrow and came to his master. 

39 But the lad was not aware of 
anything; only Jonathan and David 
knew about the matter. 

40 Then Jonathan gave his 
weapons to his lad and said to him, 
“Go, bring them to the city.” 

41 When the lad was gone, David 
rose from the south side and fell on 
his face to the ground, and bowed 
three times. And they kissed each 
other and wept together, but ®David 
wept the more. Ge 42:6 © 1 Sa 18:3 

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in 
safety, inasmuch as we have sworn to 
each other in the name of the Lorp, 
saying, ‘The Lorp will be between me 
and you, and between my descen- 
dants and your descendants forever.” 
Then he rose and departed, while 
Jonathan went into the city. 


David Takes Consecrated Bread 
2 paren David came to Nob to 
Ahimelech the priest; and 
Ahimelech came trembling to meet 
David and said to him, “Why are you 
alone and no one with you?” 18a 16:4 
2 David said to Ahimelech the 
priest, “The king has commissioned 
me with a matter and has said to me, 
‘RLet no one know anything about the 
matter on which I am sending you 
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and with which I have commissioned 
you; and I have directed the young 
men to a certain place.’ Ps 141:3 

3 “Now therefore, what do you 
have on hand? Give me five loaves of 
bread, or whatever can be found.” 

4 The priest answered David and 
said, “There is no ordinary bread on 
hand, but there is consecrated bread; 
if only the young men have &kept 
themselves from women.” Ex 19:15 

5 David answered the priest and 
said to him, “Surely women have been 
kept from us as previously when I set 
out and the vessels of the young men 
were holy, though it was an ordinary 
journey; how much more then today 
will their vessels be holy?” 

6 So the priest gave him conse- 
crated bread; for there was no bread 
there but the 8bread of the Presence 
which was removed from before the 
Lorp, in order to put hot bread in its 
place when it was taken away. Le 24:5-9 

7 Now one of the servants of 
Saul was there that day, detained be- 
fore the Lorp; and his name was 
RDoeg the Edomite, the chief of Saul’s 
shepherds. 1 Sa 14:47; 22:9; Ps 52: title 

8 David said to Ahimelech, “Now 
is there not a spear or a sword on 
hand? For I brought neither my sword 
nor my weapons with me, because the 
king’s matter was urgent.” 

9 Then the priest said, “The sword 
of Goliath the Philistine, whom you 
killed in the valley of Elah, behold, it is 
wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod; 
if you would take it for yourself, take 
it. For there is no other except it here.” 
And David said, “There is none like it; 
give it to me.” 

10 Then David arose and fled that 
day from Saul, and went to ®Achish 
king of Gath. Ps 34: title 

11 But the servants of Achish 
said to him, “Is this not David the king 
of the land? Did they not sing of this 
one as they danced, saying, 

‘Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten 
thousands’?” Ps 56: title 

12 David 8took these words ‘to 
heart and greatly feared Achish king 
of Gath. Lk 2:19 « Lit in his 

13. So he ®disguised his sanity be- 
fore them, and acted insanely in their 
hands, and scribbled on the doors of 
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the gate, and let his saliva run down 
into his beard. Ps 34: title 

14 Then Achish said to his ser- 
vants, “Behold, you see the man be- 
having as a madman. Why do you 
bring him to me? 

15 “Do I lack madmen, that you 
have brought this one to act the mad- 
man in my presence? Shall this one 
come into my house?” 


The Priests Slain at Nob 

2 So David departed from there 
and escaped to the cave of 

Adullam; and when his brothers and 

all his father’s household heard of it, 

they went down there to him. Ps 57: title 

2 Everyone who was in distress, 
and everyone who was in debt, and 
everyone who was discontented gath- 
ered to him; and he became captain 
over them. Now there were about four 
hundred men with him. 

3 And David went from there to 
Mizpah of Moab; and he said to the 
king of Moab, “Please let my father 
and my mother come and stay with 
you until I know what God will do for 
me.” 

4 Then he left them with the king 
of Moab; and they stayed with him all 
a ee that David was in the strong- 

old. 

5 The prophet Gad said to David, 
“Do not stay in the stronghold; depart, 
and go into the land of Judah.” So 
David departed and went into the for- 
est of Hereth. 

6 Then Saul heard that David 
and the men who were with him had 
been discovered. Now 8Saul was sit- 
ting in Gibeah, under the tamarisk 
tree on the height with his spear in his 
hand, and all his servants were stand- 
ing around him. Ju 4:5; 1 Sa 14:2 

7 Saul said to his servants who 
stood around him, “Hear now, O Ben- 
jamites! Will the son of Jesse also give 
to all of you fields and vineyards? 
RWill he make you all commanders of 
thousands and commanders of hun- 
dreds? 1 Sa 8:12; 1 Ch 12:16-18 

8 “For all of you have conspired 
against me so that there is no one who 
discloses to me when my son makes a 
covenant with the son of Jesse, and 
there is none of you who is sorry for 
me or discloses to me that my son has 
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stirred up my servant against me to 
lie in ambush, as it is this day.” 

9 Then ®Doeg the Edomite, who 
was standing by the servants of Saul, 
said, “®I saw the son of Jesse coming 
to Nob, to 3Ahimelech the son of Ahi- 
tub. Ps 52: title © 1 Sa 21:1 ¢ 1 Sa 14:3; 21:1 

10 “8He inquired of the Lorp for 
him, ®gave him provisions, and ®gave 
him the sword of Goliath the Philis- 
tine.” Nu 27:21; 1 Sa 10:22 ¢ 1 Sa 21:6 ©'1 Sa 21:9 

11 Then the king sent someone to 
summon Ahimelech the priest, the 
son of Ahitub, and all his father’s 
household, the priests who were in 
Nob; and all of them came to the king. 

12 Saul said, “Listen now, son of 
Ahitub.” And he tanswered, “Here I 
am, my lord.” Lit said 

13 Saul then said to him, “Why 
have you and the son of Jesse con- 
spired against me, in that you have 
given him bread and a sword and 
have inquired of God for him, so that 
he would rise up against me ®by lying 
in ambush as it is this day?” _1sa22:8 

14 Then Ahimelech answered the 
king and said, “And who among all 
your servants is as faithful as David, 
even the king’s son-in-law, who is 
captain over your guard, and is hon- 
ored in your house? 1 Sa 19:4, 5; 20:32 

15 “Did I just begin ®to inquire of 
God for him today? Far be it from me! 
RDo not let the king impute anything 
to his servant or to any of the house- 
hold of my father, for your servant 
knows nothing ‘at all of this whole af- 
fair.” 25Sa5:19, 23 «2 Sa 19:18, 19 « Lit small or great 

16 But the king said, “You shall 
surely die, Ahimelech, you and all 
your father’s household!” 

17 And &the king said to the 
guards who were attending him, 
“Turn around and put the priests of 
the Lorp to death, because their hand 
also is with David and because they 
knew that he was fleeing and did not 
Treveal it to me.” But the ®servants of 
the king were not willing to put forth 
their hands to attack the priests of the 
Lorpb. 2 Ki 10:25 ¢ Lit uncover my ear ¢ Ex 1:17 

18 Then the king said to Doeg, 
“You turn around and attack the 
priests.” And Doeg the Edomite 
turned around and attacked the 
priests, and he killed that day eighty- 
five men who wore the linen ephod. 
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19 And ®he struck Nob the city of 
the priests with the edge of the sword, 
both men and women, children and 
infants; also oxen, donkeys; and 
sheep he struck with the edge of the 
sword. 1Sa 15:3 

20 But one son of Ahimelech the 
son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, 
Rescaped and fled after David. 1 sa 23:6 

21 Abiathar told David that Saul 
had killed the priests of the Lorp. 

22 Then David said to Abiathar, “I 
knew on that day, when ®Doeg the 
Edomite was there, that he would 
surely tell Saul. I have brought about 
the death of every person in your fa- 
ther’s household. 1 Sa 21:7 

23 “Stay with me; do not be afraid, 
for he who seeks my life seeks your 
life, for you are safe with me.” 1 ki2:26 


David Delivers Keilah 

2 Then they told David, saying, 
“Behold, the Philistines are fight- 

ing against Keilah and are plundering 

the threshing floors.” 

2 So David inquired of the Lorp, 
saying, “Shall I go and attack these 
Philistines?” And the Lorp said to 
David, “Go and attack the Philistines 
and deliver Keilah.” 

3 But David’s men said to him, 
“Behold, we are afraid here in Judah. 
How much more then if we go to 
Keilah against the ranks of the 
Philistines?” 

4 Then David inquired of the 
Lorp once more. And the Lorp an- 
swered him and said, “Arise, 0 down 
to Keilah, for 8I will give the 
Philistines into your hand.” Jos 8:7; Ju 7:7 

5 So David and his men went to 
Keilah and fought with the 
Philistines; and he led away their live- 
stock and struck them with a great 
slaughter. Thus David delivered the 
inhabitants of Keilah. 

6 Now it came about, when Abi- 
athar the son of Ahimelech "fled to 
David at Keilah, that he came down 
with an ephod in his hand. 1 Sa 22:20 

7 When it was told Saul that 
David had come to Keilah, Saul said, 
“God has delivered him into my hand, 
for he shut himself in by entering a 
city with double gates and bars.” 

8 So Saul summoned all the peo- 
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ple for war, to go down to Keilah to 
besiege David and his men. 

9 Now David knew that Saul was 
plotting evil against him; so he said to 
RAbiathar the priest, “8Bring the 
ephod here.” 1 Sa 22:20 ¢ 1 Sa 23:6; 30:7 

10 Then David said, “O Lorp God 
of Israel, Your servant has heard for 
certain that Saul is seeking to come 
to Keilah to destroy the city on my ac- 
count. 

11 “Will the men of Keilah surren- 
der me into his hand? Will Saul come 
down just as Your servant has heard? 
O Lorp God of Israel, I pray, tell Your 
servant.” And the Lorp said, “He will 
come down.” 

12 Then David said, “Will the men 
of Keilah surrender me and my men 
into the hand of Saul?” And the Lorp 
said, “They will surrender you.” 

13 Then David and his men, about 
six hundred, arose and departed from 
Keilah, and they went wherever they 
could go. When it was told Saul that 
David had escaped from Keilah, he 
gave up the pursuit. 

14 David stayed in the wilderness 
in the strongholds, and remained in 
the hill country in the wilderness of 
RZiph. And Saul sought him every 
day, but God did not deliver him into 
his hand. Jos 15:55; 2 Ch 11:8 © Ps 32:7 


Saul Pursues David 

15 Now David "became aware 
that Saul had come out to seek his life 
while David was in the wilderness of 
Ziph at Horesh. Lit saw 

16 And Jonathan, Saul’s_ son, 
arose and went to David at Horesh, 
and fencouraged him in God. 

17 Thus he said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, because the hand of Saul my 
father will not find you, and you will 
be king over Israel and I will be next 
to you; and ®Saul my father knows 
that also.” 1 Sa 20:31; 24:20 

18 So ®the two of them made a 
covenant before the Lorp; and David 
stayed at Horesh while Jonathan went 
to his house. 1 Sa 18:3; 20:12-17, 42; 2 Sa 9:1; 21:7 

19 Then Ziphites came up to Saul 
at Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hid- 
ing with us in the strongholds at 
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Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which 
is on the south of FJeshimon? 

20 “Now then, O king, come down 
according to all the desire of your 
soul to do so; and Xour part shall be 
to surrender him into the king’s 
hand.” 1 Sa 23:12 

21 Saul said, “May you be blessed 
of the Lorp, 8for you have had com- 
passion on me. 1 Sa 22:8 

22 “Go now, make more sure, and 
investigate and see his place where 
his Thaunt is, and who has seen him 
there; for I am told that he is very 
cunning. Lit foot 

23 “So look, and learn about all 
the hiding places where he hides him- 
self and return to me with certainty, 
and I will go with you; and if he is in 
the land, I will search him out among 
all the thousands of Judah.” 

24 Then they arose and went to 
Ziph before Saul. Now David and his 
men were in the wilderness of }Maon, 
in the Arabah to the ‘south of 'Jeshi- 
MON. Jos 15:55; 1 Sa 25:2 ¢ Lit right side ¢ Or the desert 

25 When Saul and his men went 
to seek him, they told David, and he 
came down to the rock and stayed in 
the wilderness of Maon. And when 
Saul heard it, he pursued David in the 
wilderness of Maon. 

26 Saul went on one side of the 
mountain, and David and his men on 
the other side of the mountain; and 
David was hurrying to get away from 
Saul, for Saul and his men 8were sur- 
rounding David and his men to seize 
them. Ps 17:9 

27 But a messenger came to Saul, 
saying, “Hurry and come, for the 
Philistines have made a raid on the 
land.” 

28 So Saul returned from pursu- 
ing David and went to meet the 
Philistines; therefore they called that 
place the Rock of Escape. 

29 David went up from there and 
stayed in the strongholds of Engedi. 


David Spares Saul’s Life 
2 Now 8when Saul returned from 
pursuing the Philistines, he was 
told, saying, “Behold, David is in the 
wilderness of Engedi.” 1 Sa 23:28, 29 
2 Then Saul took three thousand 
chosen men from all Israel and went 
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to seek David and his men in front of 
the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 

3 He came to the sheepfolds on 
the way, where there was a cave; and 
Saul 8went in to relieve himself. Now 
David and his men were sitting in the 
inner recesses of the cave. Ju 3:24 

4 The men of David said to him, 
“Behold, ®this is the day of which the 
Lorp said to you, ‘Behold; 8I am about 
to give your enemy into your hand, 
and you shall do to him as it seems 
good to you.’” Then David arose and 
cut off the edge of Saul’s robe se- 
cretly. 1 Sa 23:17; 25:28-30 © 1 Sa 26:8, 11 

5 It came about afterward that 
RDavid’s Tconscience bothered him 
because he had cut off the edge of 
Saul’s robe. 2 Sa 24:10 ¢ Lit heart struck 

6 So he said to his men, “®Far be 
it from me because of the Lorp that I 
should do this thing to my lord, the 
Lorp’s anointed, to stretch out my 
hand against him, since he is the 
Lorp’s anointed.” 1 Sa 26:11 

7 David "persuaded his men with 
these words and did not allow them 
to rise up against Saul. And Saul 
arose, ‘left the cave, and went on his 
Way. Lit tore apart ¢ Lit from 

8 Now afterward David arose 
and went out of the cave and called 
after Saul, saying, “My lord the king!” 
And when Saul looked behind him, 
David bowed with his face to the 
ground and prostrated himself. 

9 David said to Saul, “Why do 
you listen to the words of men, say- 
ing, ‘Behold, David seeks Tto harm 
you’? Lit your hurt 

10 “8Behold, this day your eyes 
have seen that the Lorp had given 
you today into my hand in the cave, 
and some said to kill you, but my eye 
had pity on you; and I said, ‘I will not 
stretch out my hand against my lord, 
for he is the Lorp’s anointed.’ ps 7:3, 4 

11 “Now, my father, see! Indeed, 
see the edge of your robe in my hand! 
For in that I cut off the edge of your 
robe and did not kill you, know and 
perceive that there is no evil or rebel- 
lion in my hands, and I have not 
sinned against you, though you are 
lying in wait for my life to take it. 

12 “May the Lorp judge between 
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you and me, and may the: Lorp 
avenge me on you; but my hand shall 
not be against you. 

13 “As the proverb of the ancients 
says, ‘Out of the wicked comes forth 
wickedness’; but my hand shall not be 
against you. Ma 7:16-20 

14 “After whom has the king of Is- 
rael come out? Whom are you pursu- 
ing? RA dead dog, a single flea? 2529: 

15 “kThe Lorp therefore be judge 
and decide between you and me; and 
may He see and plead my cause and 
deliver me from your hand.” —1sa24:12 

16 When David had finished 
speaking these words to Saul, Saul 
said, “SIs this your voice, my son 
David?” Then Saul lifted up his voice 
and wept. 1 Sa 26:17 

17 He said to David, “You are 
more righteous than I; for 8you have 
dealt well with me, while I have dealt 
wickedly with you. 1 Sa 26:21 ¢ Ma 5:44 

18 “You have declared today that 
you have done good to me, that ®the 
Lorp delivered me into your hand 
and yet you did not kill me. —_18a26:23 

19 “For if a man ®finds his enemy, 
will he let him go away safely? May 
the Lorp therefore reward you with 
good in return for what you have 
done to me this day. 1 Sa 23:17 

20 “Now, behold, 8I know that you 
will surely be king, and that ®the king- 
dom of Israel will be established in 
your hand. 1 Sa 23:17 * 1 Sa 13:14 

21 “So now ®swear to me by the 
Lorp that you will not cut off my de- 
scendants after me and that you will 
not destroy my name from my father’s 
household.” — Ge 21.23; 1 Sa 20:14-17; 2 Sa 21:6-8 

22 David swore to Saul. And Saul 
went to his home, but David and his 
men went up to the stronghold. 


Samuel’s Death 

2 Li peety Samuel died; and all Is- 
rael gathered together and 

Rmourned for him, and buried him at 

his house in Ramah. And David arose 

and went down to the wilderness of 

Paran. 1 Sa 28:3 © Nu 20:29; De 34:8 


Nabal and Abigail 
2 Now there was a man in 
RMaon whose business was in 
RCarmel; and the man was very "rich, 
and he had three thousand sheep and 
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a thousand goats. And it came about 
while he was shearing his sheep in 
Carmel 1 Sa 23:24 Jos 15:55 « Lit great 

3 (now the man’s name was 
Nabal, and his ®wife’s name was Abi- 
gail. And the woman was intelligent 
and beautiful in appearance, but the 
man was harsh and evil in his deal- 
ings, and he was a Calebite), —_pr3i:10 

4 that David heard in the wilder- 
ness that Nabal was shearing his 
sheep. 

5 So David sent ten young men; 
and David said to the young men, “Go 
up to Carmel, ‘visit Nabal and greet 
him in my name; Lit go into 

6 and thus you shall say, ‘Have a 
long life, peace be to you, and peace 
be to your house, and peace be to all 
that you have. 1 Ch 12:18; Ps 122:7; Lk 10:5 

7 ‘Now I have heard 8that you 
have shearers; now your shepherds 
have been with us and we have not in- 
sulted them, ®nor have they missed 
anything all the days they were in 
Carmel. 2 Sa 13:23, 24 © 1 Sa 25:15, 21 

8 ‘Ask your young men and they 
will tell you. Therefore let my young 
men find favor in your eyes, for we 
have come on 8a "festive day. Please 
give whatever you find at hand to 
your servants and to your son 
David.” Ne 8:10-12; Es 9:19, 22 © Lit good 

9 When David’s young men 
came, they spoke to Nabal according 
to all these words in David’s name; 
then they waited. 

10 But Nabal answered David’s 
servants and said, “Who is David? 
And who is the son of Jesse? There 
are many servants today who are 
each breaking away from his master. 

11 “Shall I then 8take my bread 
and my water and my meat that I have 
slaughtered for my shearers, and give 
it to men ‘whose origin I do not 
know?” Ju 8:6, 15 Lit from where they are 

12 So David’s young men retraced 
their way and went back; and they 
came and told him according to all 
these words. 

13 David said to his men, “Each of 
you gird on his sword.” So each man 
girded on his sword. And David also 
girded on his sword, and about ®four 
hundred men went up behind David 
while two hundred 8stayed with the 
baggage. 1 Sa 23:13 1 Sa 30:24 
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14 But one of the young men told 
Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Behold, 
David sent messengers from the 
wilderness to ®greet our master, and 
he scorned them. 1 Sa 13:10; 15:13 

15 “Yet the men were very good to 
us, and we were not 8insulted, nor did 
we miss anything ‘as long as we went 
about with them, while we were in the 
fields. 1 Sa 25:7, 21 ° Lit all the days 

16 “They were a wall to us both by 
night and by day, all the time we were 
with them tending the sheep. 

17 “Now therefore, know and 
Tconsider what you should do, for evil 
is plotted against our master and 
against all his household; and he is 
such a worthless man that no one 
can speak to him.” Lit see ¢ Lit son of Belial 


Abigail Intercedes 

18 Then Abigail hurried and took 
two hundred loaves of bread and two 
jugs of wine and five sheep already 
prepared and five measures of 
roasted grain and a hundred clusters 
of raisins and two hundred cakes of 
figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 

19 She said to her young men, 
“RGo on before me; behold, I am com- 
ing after you.” But she did not tell her 
husband Nabal. Ge 32:16, 20 

20 It came about as she was riding 
on her donkey and coming down by 
the hidden part of the mountain, that 
behold, David and his men were com- 
ing down toward her; so she met them. 

21 Now David had said, “Surely in 
vain I have guarded all that this man 
has in the wilderness, so that nothing 
was missed of all that belonged to 
him; and he has ®returned me evil for 

00 od. Ps 109:5; Pr 17:13 

22 “RMay God do so to the ene- 
mies of David, and more also, if by 
morning I leave as much as one male 
of any who belong to him.” 1 sa 3:17; 20:13 

23 When Abigail saw David, she 
hurried and dismounted from her 
donkey, and fell on her face before 
David Rand bowed herself to the 
ground. 1 Sa 20:41 

24 She fell at his feet and said, 
“On me Talone, my lord, be the blame. 
And please let your maidservant 
speak to you, and listen to the words 
of your maidservant. Lit even me 

25 “Please do not let my lord Tpay 


332 


attention to this ‘worthless man, 
Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. 
Nabal is his name and folly is with 
him; but I your maidservant did not 
see the young men of my lord whom 
you sent. Lit set his heart to ¢ Lit man of Belial 

26 “Now therefore, my lord, as the 
Lorp lives, and as your soul lives, 
since the Lorp has restrained you 
from shedding blood, and ®from 
Tavenging yourself by your own hand, 
now then 8let your enemies and those 
who seek evil against my lord, be as 
Nabal. He 10:30 ¢ Lit saving * 2 Sa 18:32 

27 “Now let 8this gift which your 
maidservant has brought to my lord 
be given to the young men who ac- 
company my lord. Ge 33:11; 1 Sa 30:26 

28 “Please forgive ®the transgres- 
sion of your maidservant; for ®the 
Lorp will certainly make for my lord 
an enduring house, because my lord is 
Rfighting the battles of the Lorp, and 
evil will not be found in you all your 
days. 1 Sa 25:24 ¢ 1 Sa 22:14: 2 Sa 7:11, 16 © 1 Sa 18:17 

29 “Should anyone rise up to pur- 
sue you and to seek your ‘life, then 
the ‘life of my lord shall be bound in 
the bundle of the living with the Lorp 
your God; but the lives of your ene- 
mies ®He will sling out as from the 
hollow of a sling. Lit soule Lit soul e Je 10:18 

30 “And when the Lorp does for 
my lord according to all the good that 
He has spoken concerning you, and 
appoints you ruler over Israel, 

31 this will not cause grief or a 
troubled heart to my lord, both by 
having shed blood without cause and 
by my lord having avenged himself. 
RWhen the Lorp deals well with my 
lord, then remember your maidser- 
vant.” Ge 40:14; 1 Sa 25:30 

32 Then David said to Abigail, 
“Blessed be the Lorp God of Israel, 
who sent you this day to meet me, 

33 and blessed be your discern- 
ment, and blessed be you, 'who have 
kept me this day from "bloodshed and 
from ‘avenging myself by my own 
hand. 1 Sa 25:26 ¢ Lit coming in with blood ® Lit saving 

34 “Nevertheless, as the Lorp God 
of Israel lives, 3who has restrained me 
from harming you, unless you had 
come quickly to meet me, surely there 
would not have been left to Nabal 
until the morning light as much as 
one male.” 1 Sa 25:26 
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35 So David received from her 
hand what she had brought him and 
said to her, “8Go up to your house in 
peace. See, I have listened to you and 
granted your request.” 1 Sa 20:42; 2 Ki5:19 

36 Then Abigail came to Nabal, 
and behold, he was holding 8a feast in 
his house, like the feast of a king. And 
Nabal’s heart was merry within him, 
Rfor he was very drunk; so she did not 
tell him anything at all until the morn- 
ing light. 2 Sa 13:28 © Pr 20:1; Is 5:11; Ho 4:11 

37 But in the morning, when the 
wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife 
told him these things, and his heart 
died within him so that he became as 
a stone. 

38 About ten days later, the Lorp 
struck Nabal and he died. 


David Marries Abigail 

39 When David heard that Nabal 
was dead, he said, “Blessed be the 
Lorp, who has pleaded the cause of 
my reproach from the hand of Nabal 
and has kept back His servant from 
evil. The Lorp has also returned the 
evildoing of Nabal on his own head.” 
Then David sent 8a proposal to Abi- 
gail, to take her as his wife. Song 8:8 

40 When the servants of David 
came to Abigail at Carmel, they spoke 
to her, saying, “David has sent us to 
you to take you as his wife.” 

41 She arose and bowed with her 
face to the ground and said, “Behold, 
your maidservant is a maid to wash 
the feet of my lord’s servants.” 1 Sa 25:23 

42 Then Abigail quickly arose, 
and rode on a donkey, with her five 
maidens who attended her; and she 
followed the messengers of David and 
became his wife. Ge 24:61-67 

43 David had also taken Ahinoam 
of ®Jezreel, and ®they both became his 
wives. Jos 15:56 ¢ 1 Sa 27:3; 30:5 

44 Now Saul had given Michal his 
daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son 
of Laish, who was from Gallim. 


David Again Spares Saul 
2 Then the Ziphites came to Saul 
at Gibeah, saying, “®Is not David 
hiding on the hill of Hachilah, which 
is before ‘Jeshimon?” 1 Sa 23:19; Ps 54: title 
2 So Saul arose and went down 
to the wilderness of Ziph, having with 
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him "three thousand chosen men of 
Israel, to search for David in the 
wilderness of Ziph. 1 Sa 13:2; 24:2 

Saul camped in the hill of 
Hachilah, which is before 'Jeshimon, 
beside the road, and David was stay- 
ing in the wilderness. When he saw 
that Saul came after him into the 
wilderness, 1 Sa 24:3 © 1 Sa 23:15 

4 David sent out spies, and he 
knew that Saul was definitely coming. 

5 David then arose and came to 
the place where Saul had camped. 
And David saw the place where Saul 
lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the 
commander of his army; and Saul 
was lying in the circle of the camp, 
and the people were camped around 
him. 1 Sa 14:50, 51; 17:55 

6 Then David said to Ahimelech 
the Hittite and to SAbishai the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, saying, “Who 
Rwill go down with me to Saul in the 
camp?” And Abishai said, “I will go 
down with you.” 1 Ch 2:16 © Ju 7:10, 11 

7 So David and Abishai came to 
the people by night, and behold, Saul 
lay sleeping inside the circle of the 
camp with his spear stuck in the 
ground at his head; and Abner and 
the people were lying around him. 

8 Then Abishai said to David, 
“Today God has delivered your enemy 
into your hand; now therefore, please 
let me strike him with the spear to the 
ground with one stroke, and I will not 
strike him the second time.” 

9 But David said to Abishai, “Do 
not destroy him, for who can stretch 
out his hand against the Lorp’s 
anointed and be without guilt?” 

10 David also said, “As the Lorp 
lives, 8surely the Lorp will strike him, 
or his day will come that he dies, or 
he will go down into battle and per- 
ish. De 32:35; 1 Sa 25:26, 38; Ro 12:19; He 10:30 

11 “The Lorp forbid that I should 
stretch out my hand against the 
Lorp’s anointed; but now please take 
the spear that is at his head and the 
jug of water, and let us go.” 

12 So David took the spear and 
the jug of water from beside Saul’s 
head, and they went away, but no one 
saw or knew it, nor did any awake, for 
they were all asleep, because 8a sound 


26:1 Or the desert 26:3 Or the desert 
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sleep from the Lorp had fallen on 
them. Ge 2:21; 15:12; Is 29:10 

13 Then David crossed over to the 
other side and stood on top of the 
mountain at a distance with a large 
area between them. 

14 David called to the people and 
to Abner the son of Ner, saying, “Will 
you not answer, Abner?” Then Abner 
replied, “Who are you who calls to the 
king?” 

15 So David said to Abner, “Are 
you not a man? And who is like you in 
Israel? Why then have you not 
guarded your lord the king? For one 
of the people came to destroy the king 
your lord. 

16 “This thing that you have done 
is not good. As the Lorp lives, all of 
you 8must surely die, because you did 
not guard your lord, the Lorp’s 
anointed. And now, see where the 
king’s spear is and the jug of water 
that was at his head.” 1Sa 20:31 

17 Then Saul recognized David’s 
voice and said, “®Is this your voice, my 
son David?” And David said, “It is my 
voice, my lord the king.” 1 Sa 24:16 

18 He also said, “Why then is my 
lord pursuing his servant? For what 
have I done? Or what evil is in my 
hand? 1 Sa 24:9, 11-14 

19 “Now therefore, please let my 
lord the king listen to the words of his 
servant. If §the Lorp has stirred you 
up against me, let Him accept an of- 
fering; but ®if it is men, cursed are 
they before the Lorp, for they have 
driven me out today so that I would 
have no attachment with the inheri- 
tance of the Lorp, saying, ‘Go, serve 
other gods.’ 2. Sa 16:11 ¢ Ge 8:21 © 1 Sa 24:9 

20 “Now then, do not let my blood 
fall to the ground away from the pres- 
ence of the Lorp; for the king of Is- 
rael has come out to search for 8a 
single flea, just as one hunts a par- 
tridge in the mountains.” 1 Sa 24:14 

21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. 
Return, my son David, for I will not 
harm you again because my life was 
precious in your sight this day. Be- 
hold, I have played the fool and have 
committed a serious error.” 

22 David replied, “Behold the 
spear of the king! Now let one of the 
young men come over and take it. 

23 “The Lorp will repay each 
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man for his righteousness and his 
faithfulness; for the Lorp delivered 
you into my hand today, but I refused 
to stretch out my hand against the 
Lorp’s anointed. 1 Sa 24:19; Ps 7:8; 18:20; 62:12 

24 “Now behold, as your life was 
highly valued in my sight this day, so 
may my life be highly valued in the 
sight of the Lorp, and may He deliver 
me from all distress.” 1 Sa 18:30 

25. Then Saul said to David, “®B- 
lessed are you, my son David; you will 
both accomplish much and surely 
prevail.” So David went on his way, 
and Saul returned to his place. 1 Sa 24:19 


David Flees to the Philistines 
2 Then David said to himself, 
“Now I will perish one day by 
the hand of Saul. 8There is nothing 
better for me than to escape into the 
land of the Philistines. Saul then will 
despair of searching for me anymore 
in all the territory of Israel, and I will 
escape from his hand.” 1 Sa 26:19 
So David arose and crossed 
over, he and ®the six hundred men 
who were with him, to Achish the son 
of Maoch, king of Gath. 1 Sa 25:13 

3 And David lived with Achish 
at Gath, he and his men, each with 
his household, even David with Rhis 
two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, 
and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s 
TwWidow. 1 Sa 30:3; 2 Sa 2:3 © 1 Sa 25:42, 43 © Lit wife 

4 Now it was told Saul that 
David had fled to Gath, so he no 
longer searched for him. 

5 Then David said to Achish, “If 
now I have found favor in your sight, 
let them give me a place in one of the 
cities in the country, that I may live 
there; for why should your servant 
live in the royal city with you?” 

6 So Achish gave him Ziklag that 
day; therefore Ziklag has belonged to 
the kings of Judah to this day. 

___ 7. The number of days that David 
lived in the country of the Philistines 
was 8a year and four months. 1 sa29:3 

8 Now David and his men went 
up and raided the Geshurites and the 
Girzites and the Amalekites; for they 
were the inhabitants of the land from 
ancient times, as you come to Shur 
even as far as the land of Egypt. 

__ 9 David ‘attacked the land and 
did not leave a man or a woman alive, 
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and he ®took away the sheep, the cat- 
tle, the donkeys, the camels, and the 
clothing. Then he returned and came 
to Achish. Lit smote ¢ 1 Sa 15:3; Job 1:3 

10 Now Achish said, “Where have 
you ®made a raid today?” And David 
said, “Against the ‘Negev of Judah 
and against the Negev of the Jerah- 
meelites and against the Negev of 
Rthe Kenites.” 1 Sa 23:27 © Ju 1:16; 4:11 

11 David did not leave a man ora 
woman alive to bring to Gath, saying, 
“Otherwise they will tell about us, say- 
ing, ‘So has David done and so has 
been his practice all the time he has 
lived in the country of the Philistines.’” 

12 So Achish believed David, say- 
ing, “He has surely made himself odi- 
ous among his people Israel; 
therefore he will become my servant 
forever.” 


Saul and the Spirit Medium 
2 Now it came about in those 
days that the Philistines gath- 
ered their armed camps for war, to 
fight against Israel. And Achish said 
to David, “Know assuredly that you 
will go out with me in the camp, you 
and your men.” 1Sa 29:1 

2 David said to Achish, “Very 
well, you shall know what your ser- 
vant can do.” So Achish said to David, 
“Very well, I will make you my body- 
guard ®for life.” 1 Sa 1:22, 28 

3 Now ®Samuel was dead, and 
all Israel had lamented him and 
buried him in Ramah, his own city. 
And Saul had removed from the land 
those who 8were mediums and spiri- 
tists. 1 Sa 25:1 © Le 19:31; 20:27; De 18:10; 1 Sa 15:23 

4 So the Philistines gathered to- 
gether and came and camped in 
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel 
together and they camped in Gilboa. 

5 When Saul saw the camp of the 
Philistines, he was afraid and his 
heart trembled greatly. 

6 8When Saul inquired of the 
Lorp, ®the Lorp did not answer him, 
either by dreams or by Urim or by 
prophets. 1 Ch 10:13, 14 © 1 Sa 14:37; Pr 1:24-31 

7 Then Saul said to his servants, 
“Seek for me a woman who is a 
medium, that I may go to her and in- 
quire of her.” And his servants said to 
him, “Behold, there is a woman who is 
a medium at 8En-dor.” Jos 17:11; Ps 83:10 
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8 Then Saul 8disguised himself 
by putting on other clothes, and went, 
he and two men with him, and they 
came to the woman by night; and he 
said, “8Conjure up for me, please, and 
bring up for me whom I shall name to 
you.” 2 Ch 18:29; 35:22 © 1 Ch 10:13; Is 8:19 

9 But the woman said to him, 
“Behold, you know 8what Saul has 
done, how he has cut off those who 
are mediums and spiritists from the 
land. Why are you then laying a snare 
for my life to bring about my death?” 

10 Saul vowed to her by the Lorp, 
saying, “As the Lorp lives, no punish- 
ment shall come upon you for this 
thing.” 

11 Then the woman said, “Whom 
shall I bring up for you?” And he said, 
“Bring up Samuel for me.” 

12 When the woman saw Samuel, 
she cried out with a loud voice; and 
the woman spoke to Saul, saying, 
“Why have you deceived me? For you 
are Saul.” 

13 The king said to her, “Do not be 
afraid; but what do you see?” And the 
woman said to Saul, “I see a divine 
being coming up out of the earth.” 

14 He said to her, “What is his 
form?” And she said, “An old man is 
coming up, and ®he is wrapped with a 
robe.” And Saul knew that it was 
Samuel, and he bowed with his face to 
the ground and did homage. 18a 15:27 

15 Then Samuel said to Saul, 
“Why have you disturbed me by 
bringing me up?” And Saul answered, 
“T am greatly distressed; for the 
Philistines are waging war against 
me, and God has departed from me 
and no longer answers me, either 
through prophets or by dreams; there- 
fore I have called you, that you may 
make known to me what I should do.” 

16 Samuel said, “Why then do you 
ask me, since the Lorp has departed 
from you and has become your adver- 


17 “The Lorp has done ‘accord- 
ingly as He spoke through me; for 
the Lorp has torn the kingdom out of 
your hand and given it to your neigh- 
bor, to David. Lit for himself ¢ 1 Sa 15:28 

18 “As you did not obey the Lorp 
and did not execute His fierce wrath 


27:10 I.e. South country 
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on Amalek, so the Lorp has done this 
thing to you this day. 

19 “Moreover the Lorp will also 
give over Israel along with you into 
the hands of the Philistines, therefore 
tomorrow ®you and your sons will be 
with me. Indeed the Lorp will give 
over the army of Israel into the hands 
of the Philistines!” 1 Sa 31:2; Job 3:17-19 

20 Then Saul immediately fell full 
length upon the ground and was very 
afraid because of the words of 
Samuel; also there was no strength in 
him, for he had eaten no "food all day 
and all night. Lit bread 

21 The woman came to Saul and 
saw that he was terrified, and said to 
him, “Behold, your maidservant has 
obeyed you, and I have taken my life 
in my hand and have listened to your 
words which you spoke to me. 

22 “So now also, please listen to 
the voice of your maidservant, and let 
me set a piece of bread before you 
that you may eat and have strength 
when you go on your way.” 

23 But he refused and said, “I will 
not eat.” However, his servants: to- 
gether with the woman urged him, 
and he listened to them. So he arose 
from the ground and sat on the bed. 

24 The woman had a &fattened 
calf in the house, and she quickly 
slaughtered it; and she took flour, 
kneaded it and baked unleavened 
bread from it. Ge 18:7; Lk 15:23, 27, 30 « Ge 18:6 

25 She brought it before Saul and 
his servants, and they ate. Then they 
arose and went away that night. 


The Philistines Mistrust David 
29%ow Rthe Philistines gathered 
together all their armies to 
RAphek, while the Israelites were 
camping by the spring which is in 
Jezreel. 1 Sa 28:1 ¢ Jos 12:18; 19:30; 1 Sa 4:1; 1 Ki 20:30 
2 And the lords of the Philistines 
were proceeding on by hundreds and 
by thousands, and ®David and his 
men were proceeding on in the rear 
with Achish. 1 Sa 28:1, 2 
3 Then the commanders of the 
Philistines said, “What are these He- 
brews doing here?” And Achish said 
to the commanders of the Philistines, 
“Is this not David, the servant of Saul 
the king of Israel, who has been with 
me these days, or rather these years, 
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and 8] have found no fault in him 
from the day he deserted to me to this 
day?” —1Sa 27:7 1 Sa 27:1-6; 1 Ch 12:19, 20; Da 6:5 

4 But the commanders of the 
Philistines were angry with him, and 
the commanders of the Philistines 
said to him, “Make the man go back, 
that he may return ®to his place where 
you have assigned him, and do not let 
him go down to battle with us, ®or in 
the battle he may become an adver- 
sary to us. For with what could this 
man make himself acceptable to his 
lord? Would it not be with the heads 
of 'these men? 1Sa 27:6 ¢ 1 Sa 14:21 © Lit those 

5 “Is this not David, of whom 
they sing in the dances, saying, 

‘Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten 
thousands’?” 1 Sa 18:7; 21:11 

6 Then Achish called David and 
said to him, “As the Lorp lives, you 
have been upright, and your going out 
and your coming in with me in the 
army are pleasing in my sight; ®for I 
have not found evil in you from the 
day of your coming to me to this day. 
Nevertheless, you are not pleasing in 
the sight of the lords. 1 Sa 27:8-12; 29:3 

7 “Now therefore return and go 
in peace, that you may not displease 
the lords of the Philistines.” 

8 David said to Achish, “But 
what have I done? And what have you 
found in your servant from the day 
when I came before you to this day, 
that I may not go and fight against the 
enemies of my lord the king?” 

9 But Achish replied to David, “I 
know that you are pleasing in my 
sight, like an angel of God; neverthe- 
less the commanders of the Philistines 
have said, ‘He must not go up with us 
to the battle.’ 2 Sa 14:17, 20; 19:27 

10 “Now then arise early in the 
morning with the servants of your 
lord who have come with you, and as 
soon as you have arisen early in the 
morning and have light, depart.” 

_ 11 So David arose early, he and 
his men, to depart in the morning to 
return to the land of the Philistines. 
And the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 


David’s Victory over the 

Amalekites 

3 Then it happened when David 
and his men came to &Ziklag on 
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the third day, that the Amalekites had 
made a raid on the Negev and on Zik- 
lag, and had overthrown Ziklag and 
burned it with fire; 1 Sa 29:4, 11 

2 and they took captive the 
women and all who were in it, both 
small and great, ®without killing any- 
one, and carried them off and went 
their way. 1 Sa 27:11 

3 When David and his men came 
to the city, behold, it was burned with 
fire, and their wives and their sons 
and their daughters had been taken 
captive. 

4 Then David and the people 
who were with him lifted their voices 
and wept until there was no strength 
in them to weep. Nu 14:1 

5 Now &8David’s two wives had 
been taken captive, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess and Abigail the widow of 
Nabal the Carmelite. 1 sa 25:42, 43; 2 Sa 2:2 

6 Moreover David was greatly 
distressed because ®the people spoke 
of stoning him, for all the people were 
Tembittered, each one because of his 
sons and his daughters. But David 
strengthened himself in the Lorp his 
God. Ex 17:4; Jo 8:59 « Lit bitter in soul 

7 Then David said to Abiathar 
the priest, the son of Ahimelech, 
“Please bring me the ephod.” So Abi- 
athar brought the ephod to David. 

8 RDavid inquired of the Lorp, 
saying, “kShall I pursue this band? 
Shall I overtake them?” And He said 
to him, “Pursue, for you will surely 
overtake them, and you will surely 
rescue all.” 1 Sa 23:2, 4; Ps 50:15; 91:15 * Ex 15:9 

9 So David went, ®he and the six 
hundred men who were with him, and 
came to the brook Besor, where those 
left behind remained. 1 Sa 27:2 

10 But David pursued, he and four 
hundred men, for two hundred who 
were too exhausted to cross the brook 
Besor remained behind. 1 Sa 30:9, 21 

11 Now they found an Egyptian in 
the field and brought him to David, 
and gave him bread and he ate, and 
they provided him water to drink. _ 

12 They gave him a piece of fig 
cake and two clusters of raisins, and 
he ate; 8then his spirit revived. For he 
had not eaten bread or drunk water 
for three days and three nights. Ju 15:19 

13 David said to him, “To whom 
do you belong? And where are you 
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from?” And he said, “I am a young 
man of Egypt, a servant of an 
Amalekite; and my master left me be- 
hind when I fell sick three days ago. 

14 “We made a raid on the Negev 
of the Cherethites, and on that which 
belongs to Judah, and on ®the Negev 
of Caleb, and ®we burned Ziklag with 
fire.” Jos 14:13; 15:13; 21:12 © 1 Sa 30:1 

15 Then David said to him, “Will 
you bring me down to this band?” 
And he said, “Swear to me by God 
that you will not kill me or deliver me 
into the hands of my master, and I will 
bring you down to this band.” 

16 When he had brought him 
down, behold, they were spread over 
all the land, eating and drinking and 
dancing because of Rall the great spoil 
that they had taken from the land of 
the Philistines and from the land of 
Judah. Lk 12:19; 17:27f © 1 Sa 30:14 

17 David slaughtered them from 
the twilight until the evening of the 
next day; and not a man of them es- 
caped, except four hundred young 
men who rode on camels and fled. 

18 So David ®recovered all that the 
Amalekites had taken, and Trescued 
his two wives. Ge 14:16 « Lit David rescued 

19 But nothing of theirs was miss- 
ing, whether small or great, sons or 
daughters, spoil or anything that they 
had taken for themselves; David 
brought it all back. 1 Sa 30:8 

20 So David had captured all the 
sheep and the cattle which the people 
drove ahead of the other livestock, 
and they said, “This is David’s spoil.” 


The Spoils Are Divided 

21 When ®David came to the two 
hundred men who were too ex- 
hausted to follow David, who had also 
been left at the brook Besor, and they 
went out to meet David and to meet 
the people who were with him, then 
David approached the people and 
greeted them. 1 Sa 30:10 

22 Then all the wicked and worth- 
less men among those who went with 
David said, “Because they did not go 
with Tus, we will not give them any of 
the spoil that we have recovered, ex- 
cept to every man his wife and his 
children, that they may lead them 
away and depart.” Lit me 

23 Then David said, “You must not 
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do so, my brothers, with what: the 
Lorp has given us, who has kept us 
and delivered into our hand the band 
that came against us. Ey 

24 “And who will listen to you in 
this matter? For ®as his share is who 
goes down to the battle, so shall his 
share be who stays by the baggage; 
they shall share alike.” —_Nu 31:27; Jos 22:8 

25 So it has been from that day 
forward, that he made it a statute and 
an ordinance for Israel to this day. 

26 Now when David came to Zik- 
lag, he sent some of the spoil to the 
elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, 
“Behold, 8a gift for you from the spoil 
of the enemies of the LorD: — 1Sa25:27 

27 to those who were in Bethel, 
and to those who were in SRamoth of 
the Negey, and to those who were in 
Jattir, Ge 12:8; Jos 7:2; 8:9; 16:1 ¢ Jos 19:8 

28 and to those who were in 
RAroer, and to those who were in 
Siphmoth, and to those who were in 
REshtemoa, Jos 13:16; 1 Ch 11:44 ¢ Jos 15:50 

29 and to those who were in 
Racal, and to those who were in the 
cities of 8the Jerahmeelites, and to 
those who were in the cities of ®the 
Kenites, 1 Sa 27:10 © Ju 1:16; 1 Sa 15:6 

30 and to those who were in 
RHormah, and to those who were in 
Bor-ashan, and to those who were in 
Athach, Nu 14:45; 21:3; Jos 12:14; 15:30; 19:4; Ju 1:17 

31 and to those who were in He- 
bron, and to all the places where 
David himself and his men were ac- 
customed to ®go.” 1 Sa 23:22 


Saul and His Sons Slain 
3 | Feng the Philistines were fight- 
ing against Israel, and the men 
of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines and fell slain ?on Mount 
Gilboa. 1 Ch 10:1-12 © 1 Sa 28:4 
2 The Philistines overtook Saul 
and his sons; and the Philistines killed 
RJonathan and Abinadab and Malchi- 
shua the sons of Saul. 1 Ch 8:33f 


3 ®The battle went heavily 
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against Saul, and the archers ‘hit him; 
and he was badly wounded by the 
archers. 2 Sa 1:6 ¢ Lit found 

4 Then Saul said to his armor 
bearer, “Draw your sword and pierce 
me through with it, otherwise these 
uncircumcised will come and pierce 
me through and make sport of me.” 
But his armor bearer would not, for 
he was greatly afraid. So Saul took 
his sword and fell on it. Ju 9:54; 1. ch 10:4 

5 When his armor bearer saw 
that Saul was dead, he also fell on his 
sword and died with him. 

6 Thus Saul died with his three 
sons, his armor bearer, and all his 
men on that day together. 

7 When the men of Israel who 
were on the other side of the valley, 
with those who were beyond the Jor- 
dan, saw that the men of Israel had 
fled and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they abandoned the cities and 
fled; then the Philistines came and 
lived in them. 

8 It came about on the next day 
when the Philistines came to strip the 
slain, that they found Saul and his 
three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 

9 They cut off his head and 
stripped off his weapons, and sent 
them ‘throughout the land of the 
Philistines, 8to carry the good news 
Rto the house of their idols and to the 
people. Lit into...around * 2 Sa 1:20 © Ju 16:23, 24 

10 They put his weapons in the 
temple of SAshtaroth, and they fas- 
tened his body to the wall of Beth- 
shan. Ju 2:13; 1 Sa 7:3 © 1 Sa 31:12; 2 Sa 21:12 

11 Now when &the inhabitants of 
Jabesh-gilead heard what the 
Philistines had done to Saul, 1sa11:1-13 

12 Rall the valiant men rose and 
walked all night, and took the body of 
Saul and the bodies of his sons from 
the wall of Beth-shan, and they came 
to Jabesh and burned them there. 

13 They took their bones and 
buried them under ®the tamarisk tree 
at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 


2 SAMUEL 


Author: No author is mentioned. any- 
where in this book. Although 
the traditional view is that 
Samuel wrote 2 Samuel, it 
was probably compiled by one 
man who combined the writ- 
ten chronicles of “Nathan the 
prophet” and “Gad the seer” 
(1 Ch 29:29). In addition to 
these written sources, the 
compiler evidently used an- 
other source called the “book 
of Jashar” (1:18). 


Time: c. 1011-971 B.c. 
Key Verse: 2 Sa 7:12-13 


David Learns of Saul’s Death 
Now it came about after 8the death 
of Saul, when David had returned 

from ®the slaughter of the Amalekites, 

that David remained two days in Zik- 
ag. 1 Sa 31:6 © 1:Sa 30:1, 17, 26 

2 On the third day, behold, "a man 
came out of the camp from Saul, with 
his clothes torn and dust on his head. 
And it came about when he came to 
David that he fell to the ground and 
prostrated himself. 2 Sa 4:10 

3 Then David said to him, “From 
where do you come?” And he said to 
him, “I have escaped from the camp 
of Israel.” 

4 David said to him, “How did 
things go? Please tell me.” And he 
said, “The people have fled from the 
battle, and also many of the people 
have fallen and are dead; and Saul 
and Jonathan his son are dead also.” 

5 So David said to the young man 
who told him, “How do you know that 
Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?” 

6 The young man who told him 
said, “By chance I happened to be on 
RMount Gilboa, and behold, Saul was 


Theme: Second Samuel begins with 
Saul’s death and David's as- 
cension to. the throne of 
Judah. A few years later he 
becomes the king of all of Is- 
rael. During his reign there 
were many problems, most of 
which can be traced back to 
David’s own behavior. He 
abuses power and plays fa- 
vorites with his sons. The re- 
sult is much personal sorrow 
and the seeds of discord that 
follow in succeeding genera- 
tions. Second Samuel gives 
us a full picture of a king, a 
poet, a soldier, and a sinner 
who yearns after God’s own 
heart and follows where He 
leads. 


leaning on his spear. And behold, the 
chariots and the horsemen pursued 
him closely. 1 Sa 28:4; 31:1-6; 1 Ch 10:4-10 

7 “When he looked behind him, 
he saw me and called to me. And I 
said, ‘Here lam,’ 

8 “He said to me, ‘Who are you?’ 
And I Tanswered him, ‘81 am an 
Amalekite,’ Lit said to ¢ 1 Sa 15:3; 30:1, 13, 17 

9 “Then he said to me, ‘Please 
stand beside me and kill me, for 
agony has seized me because my “life 
still lingers in me.’ _ Lit whole life is still in me 

10 “So I stood beside him and 
killed him, because I knew that he 
could not live after he had fallen. And 
RT took the crown which was on his 
head and the bracelet which was on 
his arm, and I have brought them here 
to my lord.” Ju 9:54 © 2 Ki 11:12 

11 Then David took hold of his 
clothes and tore them, and so also did 
all the men who were with him. 

12 They mourned and wept and 
fasted until evening for Saul and his 
son Jonathan and for the people of 
the Lorp and the house of Israel, be- 
cause they had fallen by the sword. 
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13 David said to the young man 
who told him, “Where are you from?” 
And he Tanswered, “®I am the son of 
an alien, an Amalekite.” Lit said 2 Sa 1:8 

14 Then David said to him, “How 
is it you were not afraid to stretch out 
your hand to destroy the Lorp’s 
anointed?” 1 Sa 24:6; 26:9, 11, 16 

15 And David called one of the 
young men and said, “Go, cut him 
down.” So he struck him and he died. 

16 David said to him, “Your blood 
is on your head, for your mouth has 
testified against you, saying, ‘I have 
killed the Lorp’s anointed.” 


David’s Dirge for Saul and 
Jonathan 
17 Then David ®chanted with this 
lament over Saul and Jonathan his 
son, a CH35i25 
18 and he told them to teach the 
sons of Judah the song of the bow; be- 
hold, it is written in ®the book of 
Jashar. Jos 10:13 
19 “Your beauty, O Israel, is slain 
on your high places! 
How have the mighty 
fallen! 
20 “Teil it not in Gath, 
Proclaim it not in the streets 
of Ashkelon, 
Or the daughters of the 
Philistines will rejoice, 
The daughters of the 
uncircumcised will exult. 
21 “8O mountains of Gilboa, 
Let not dew or rain be on you, 
nor fields of offerings; 
For there the shield of the 
mighty was defiled, 
The shield of Saul, not 
anointed with oil. 1Sa3l:l 
22 “8From the blood of the slain, 
from the fat of the mighty, 
The bow of Jonathan did not 
turn back, 
And the sword of Saul did not 
return empty. De 32:42; Is 34:6 
23 “Saul and Jonathan, beloved 
and pleasant in their 
life, 
And in their death they were 
not parted; 
RThey were swifter than 
eagles, 
®They were stronger than 
lions. Je 4:13 © Ju 14:18 
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24“O daughters of Israel, weep 
over Saul, 
Who clothed you luxuriously 
in scarlet, 
Who put ornaments of gold on 
your apparel. 
25 “RHow have the mighty fallen 
in the midst of the battle! 
Jonathan is slain on your high 
places. 2 Sa 1:19, 27 
26 “I am distressed for you, my 
brother Jonathan; 
You have been very pleasant 
to me. 
Your love to me was more 
wonderful 
Than the love of women. 
27 “RHow have the mighty fallen, 
And ®the weapons of war 
perished!” 2 Sa 1:19, 25 « Is 13:5 


David Made King over Judah 
Then it came about afterwards that 
David inquired of the Lorp, saying, 

“Shall I go up to one of the cities of 

Judah?” And the Lorp said to him, 

“Go up.” So David said, “Where shall 

I go up?” And He said, “To Hebron.” 

2 So David went up there, and 
Rhis two wives also, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess and Abigail the ‘widow of 
Nabal the Carmelite. 1 Sa 25:42, 43 « Lit wife 

3 And ®David brought up his 
men who were with him, each with 
his household; and they lived in the 
cities of Hebron. 1 Sa 30:9; 1 Ch 12:1 

4 Then the men of Judah came 
and there Ranointed David king over 
the house of Judah. 

And they told David, saying, “It 
was the men of Jabesh-gilead who 
buried Saul.” 1 Sa 16:13: 2 Sa 5:3, 5 

5 David sent messengers to the 
men of Jabesh-gilead, and said to 
them, “8May you be blessed of the 
LorpD because you have Tshown this 
kindness to Saul your lord, and have 
buried him. 1 Sa 23:21; Ps 115:15 « Lit done 
___6 “Now may the Lorp show lov- 
ingkindness and truth to you; and I 
also will show this goodness to you, 
because you have done this thing. 

7 “Now therefore, let your hands 
be strong and be ‘valiant; for Saul 
your lord is dead, and also the house 
ey Judah has anointed me king over 

em.” 


Lit sons of valor 
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Ish-bosheth Made King over 
Israel 

8 But Abner the son of Ner, com- 
mander of Saul’s army, had taken 
FIsh-bosheth the son of Saul: and 
brought him over to Mahanaim. 

9 He made him king over ®Gilead, 
over the 8Ashurites, over Jezreel, over 
Ephraim, and over Benjamin, even 
over all Israel. Jos 22:9'¢ Ju 1:32 

10 Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, was 
forty years old when he became king 
over Israel, and he was king for two 
years. The house of Judah, however, 
followed David. 

11 The time that David was king 
in Hebron over the house of Judah 
was seven years and six months. 


Civil War 

12 Now Abner the son of Ner, 
went out from Mahanaim to ®Gibeon 
with the servants of Ish-bosheth the 
son of Saul. Jos 10:12; 18:25 

13 And ®Joab the son of Zeruiah 
and the servants of David went out 
and met them by the pool of Gibeon; 
and they sat down, one on the one side 
of the pool and the other on the other 
side of the pool. 2 Sa 8:16; 1 Ch 2:16; 11:6 

14 Then Abner said to Joab, “Now 
let the young men arise and F8hold a 
contest before us.” And Joab said, 
“Let them arise.” 2 Sa 2:16, 17 

15 Sothey arose and went over by 
count, twelve for Benjamin and Ish- 
bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of 
the servants of David. 

16 Each one of them seized his 
Topponent by the head and thrust his 
sword in his 'opponent’s side; so they 
fell down together. Therefore that 
place was called ‘Helkath-hazzurim, 
which isin Gibeon. __ Lit fellow « Lit fellow’s 

17 That day the battle was very Se- 
vere, and Abner and the men of Is- 
rael were beaten before the servants 
of David. 2Sa 3:1 

18 Now &the three sons of Zeruiah 
were there, Joab and Abishai and 
Asahel; and Asahel was as swift- 
footed as one of the gazelles which is 
in the field. 1 Ch 2:16 © 1 Ch 12:8; Hab 3:19 

19 Asahel pursued Abner and did 
not Tturn to the right or to the left 
from following Abner. © Lit turn to go to 

20. Then Abner looked behind him 
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and said, “Is that you, Asahel?” And 
he answered, Ttdsde? 

21 So Abner said to him, “Turn to 
your right or to your left, and take 
hold of one of the young men for 
yourself; and take for yourself his 
spoil.” But Asahel was not willing to 
turn aside from following him. 

22 Abner repeated again to Asa- 
hel, “Turn aside from following me. 
Why should I strike you to the 
ground? 8How then could | lift up my 
face to your brother Joab?” 2Sa 3:27 

23. However, he refused to turn 
aside; therefore Abner struck him in 
the belly with the butt end of the 
spear, so that the spear came out at his 
back. And he fell there and died on the 
spot. And it came about that all who 
came to the place where ®Asahel had 
fallen and died, stood still. 2 Sa 20:12 

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued 
Abner, and when the sun was going 
down, they came to the hill of 
Ammah, which is in front of Giah by 
the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. 

25 The sons of Benjamin gathered 
together behind Abner and became 
one band, and they stood on the top of 
a certain hill. 

26 Then Abner called to Joab and 
said, “Shall the sword devour forever? 
Do you not know that it will be bitter 
in the end? How long will you refrain 
from telling the people to turn back 
from following their brothers?” 

27. Joab said, “As God lives, if you 
had not spoken, surely then the peo- 
ple would have gone away in the 
morning, each from following his 
brother.” 

28 So Joab blew the trumpet; and 
all the people halted and pursued Is- 
rael no longer, ®nor did they continue 
to fight anymore. 2 Sa 3:1 

29 Abner and his men then went 
through the Arabah all that night; so 
they crossed the Jordan, walked all 
morning, and came to Mahanaim. 

30 Then Joab returned from fol- 
lowing Abner; when he had gathered 
all the people together, ‘nineteen of 
David’s servants besides Asahel were 
missing. Lit nineteen men 


2:8 I.e. man of shame; cf 1+@Chr 8:33, Eshbaal 
2:14 Lit make sport 2:16 ].e,'the field of sword- 
edges 
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31 But the servants of David had 
struck down many of Benjamin and 
Abner’s men, so that three hundred 
and sixty men died. 

32 And they took up Asahel and 
buried him in his father’s tomb 
which was in Bethlehem. Then Joab 
and his men went all night until the 
day dawned at Hebron. Ge 47:29, 30; Ju 8:32 


The House of David 
Strengthened 
Now there was a long war between 
the house of Saul and the house of 
David; and David grew steadily 
stronger, but the house of Saul grew 
weaker continually. 

2 ®Sons were born to David at 
Hebron: his firstborn was Amnon, by 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 1 Ch 3:1-3 

3 and his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the 
Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the 
son of 3Maacah, the daughter of Tal- 
mai, king of Geshur; 1 Sa 27:8; 1 Ch 3:2 

4 and the fourth, .Adonijah the 
son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shepha- 
tiah the son of Abital; 1 Ki 1:5 

5 and the sixth, Ithream, by 
David’s wife Eglah. These were born 
to David at Hebron. 


Abner Joins David 

6 It came about while there was 
war between the house of Saul and 
the house of David that }Abner was 
making himself strong in the house of 
Saul. 2 Sa 2:8, 9 

7 Now Saul had a concubine 
whose name was ®Rizpah, the daugh- 
ter of Aiah; and Ish-bosheth said to 
Abner, “Why have you gone in to my 
father’s concubine?” 2 Sa 21:8-11 

8 Then Abner was very angry 
over the words of Ish-bosheth and 
said, “Am I a dog’s head that belongs 
to Judah? Today I show kindness to 
the house of Saul your father, to his 
brothers and to his friends, and have 
not delivered you into the hands of 
David; and yet today you charge me 
with a guilt concerning the woman. 

9 “RMay God do so to Abner, and 
more also, if as the Lorp has sworn 
to David, I do not accomplish this for 
him, 1 Ki 19:2 © 1 Sa 15:28 

10 to transfer the kingdom from 
the house of Saul and to establish the 
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throne of David over Israel and over 
Judah, from Dan even to Beersheba.” 

11 And he could no longer answer 
Abner a word, because he was afraid 
of him. 

12. Then Abner sent messengers to 
David in his place, saying, “Whose is 
the land? Make your covenant with 
me, and behold, my hand shall be 
with you to bring all Israel over to 
you.” 

13 He said, “Good! I will make a 
covenant with you, but I demand one 
thing of you, namely, 8you shall not 
see my face unless you first bring 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you 
come to see me.” Ge 43:3 © 1 Sa 18:20; 19:11 

14 So David sent messengers to 
Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give 
me my wife Michal, to whom I was 
betrothed ®for a hundred foreskins of 
the Philistines.” 1 Sa 18:25, 27 

15 Ish-bosheth sent and took her 
from her husband, from 'Paltiel the 
son of Laish. In 1 Sa 25:44, Palti 

16 But her husband went with her, 
weeping as he went, and followed her 
as far as Bahurim. Then Abner said to 
him, “Go, return.” So he returned. 

17 Now Abner had ‘consultation 
with ®the elders of Israel, saying, “In 
times past you were seeking for David 
to be king over you. Lit a word ® 1 Sa 8:4 

18 “Now then, do it! For the Lorp 
has spoken of David, saying, ‘“By the 
hand of My servant David I will save 
My people Israel from the hand of the 
Philistines and from the hand of all 
their enemies.” 1 Sa 9:16; 15:28 

19 Abner also spoke in the hear- 
ing of Benjamin; and in addition 
Abner went to speak in the hearing of 
David in Hebron all that seemed good 
to Israel and to ®the whole house of 
Benjamin. 1 Sa 10:20, 21; 1 Ch 12:29 

_20 Then Abner and twenty men 
with him came to David at Hebron. 
And David made a feast for Abner 
and the men who were with him. 

21 Abner said to David, “Let me 
arise and go and ®gather all Israel to 
my lord the king, that they may make 
a covenant with you, and that Ryou 
may be king over all that your soul de- 
sires.” So David sent Abner away, and 
he went in peace. 2 Sa 3:10, 12 © 1 Ki 11:37 

22 And behold, ®the servants of 
David and Joab came from a raid and 
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brought much spoil with them; but 
Abner was not with David in Hebron, 
for he had sent him away, and he had 
gone in peace. 1 Sa 27:8 

23 When Joab and all the army 
that was with him arrived, they told 
Joab, saying, “Abner the son of Ner 
came to the king, and he has sent him 
away, and he has gone in peace.” 

24 Then Joab came to the king 
and said, “What have you done? Be- 
hold, Abner came to you; why then 
have you sent him away and he is al- 
ready gone? 

25 “You know Abner the son of 
Ner, that he came to deceive you and 
to learn of ®your going out and com- 
ing in and to find out all that you are 
doing.” De 28:6; 1 Sa 29:6; Is 37:28 


Joab Murders Abner 

26 When Joab came out from 
David, he sent messengers after 
Abner, and they brought him back 
from the well of Sirah; but David did 
not Know it. 

27 So when Abner returned to He- 
bron, Joab took him aside into the 
middle of the gate to speak with him 
privately, and there he struck him in 
the belly so that he died on account of 
the blood of Asahel his brother. 

28 Afterward when David heard 
it, he said, “I and my kingdom are in- 
nocent before the Lorp forever of the 
blood of Abner the son of Ner. 

29 “RMay it fall on the head of 
Joab and on all his father’s house; and 
may there not fail from the house of 
Joab one who has a discharge, or who 
is a leper, or who takes hold of a 
distaff, or who falls by the sword, or 
who lacks bread.” De 21:6-9; 1 Ki 2:31-33 

30 So Joab and Abishai his 
brother killed Abner because he had 
put their brother Asahel to death in 
the battle at Gibeon. 2 Sa 2:23 


David Mourns Abner 

31 Then David said to Joab and to 
all the people who were with him, 
“Tear your clothes and gird on sack- 
cloth and lament before Abner.” And 
King David walked behind the bier. 

32 Thus they buried Abner in He- 
bron; and the king lifted up his voice 
and wept at 8the grave of Abner, and 
all the people wept. Job 31:28, 29; Pr 24:17 
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33 The king chanted a lament for 

Abner and said, 
“Should Abner die as a fool 

dies? 2.Sa 1:17; 2 Ch 35:25 

34 “Your hands were not bound, 

nor your feet put in fetters; 
As one falls before the 

Twicked, you have fallen.” 
And all the people wept again over 
im. Lit sons of wickedness 

35 Then all the people came ®to 
persuade David to eat bread while it 
was still day; but David vowed, say- 
ing, “May God do so to me, and more 
also, if I taste bread or anything else 
before the sun goes down.” —_2Sa 12:17 
_ 36 Now all the people took note of 
it, and it pleased them, just as every- 
thing the king did pleased all the peo- 
ple. Lit was good in their eyes 

37 So all the people and all Israel 
understood that day that it had not 
been the will of the king to put Abner 
the son of Ner to death. 

38 Then the king said to his ser- 
vants, “Do you not know that a prince 
and a great man has fallen this day in 
Israel? 

39 “I am Rweak today, though 
anointed king; and these men the 
sons of Zeruiah are too difficult for 
me. May the Lorp repay the evildoer 
according to his evil.” —_1.ch 29:1: 2 Ch 13:7 


Ish-bosheth Murdered 
Now when Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, 
heard that .Abner had died in He- 
bron, ®he lost courage, and all Israel 
was disturbed. 2. Sa 3:27 © Ez 4:4 
2 Saul’s son had two men who 
were commanders of bands: the name 
of the one was Baanah and the name 
of the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon 
the Beerothite, of the sons of Ben- 
jamin (for 'Beeroth is also considered 
Ryart of Benjamin, Jos 9:17 © Jos 18:25 
3 and the Beerothites fled to 
RGittaim and have been aliens there 
until this day). Ne 11:33 
4 Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, 
had a son crippled in his feet. He was 
five years old when the report of Saul 
and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and 
his nurse took him up and fled. And it 
happened that in her hurry to flee, he 
fell and became lame. And his name 
was Mephibosheth. 2 Sa 9:3, 6 
5 So the sons of Rimmon the 


2 SAMUEL 4:6 


Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, de- 
parted and came to the house of ®Ish- 
bosheth in the heat of the day while 
he was taking his midday rest. 2sa2:8 
6 TThey came to the middle of 
the house as ‘if to get wheat, and 
Rthey struck him in the belly; and 
Rechab and Baanah his brother es- 
caped. Lit And here « Lit takers of wheat ¢ 2 Sa 2:23 
7 Now when they came into the 
house, as he was lying on his bed in 
his bedroom, they struck him and 
killed him and beheaded him. And 
they took his head and ®traveled by 
way of the Arabah all night. 2Sa2:29 
8 Then they brought the head of 
Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron and 
said to the king, “Behold, the head of 
Ish-bosheth 8the son of Saul, your 
enemy, who sought your life; thus the 
Lorp has given my lord the king 
vengeance this day on Saul and his 
Tdescendants.” 1 Sa 24:4; 25:29 © Lit seed 
9 David answered Rechab and 
Baanah his brother, sons of Rimmon 
the Beerothite, and said to them, “As 
the Lorpb lives, who has redeemed my 
life from all distress, 

10 when one told me, saying, ‘Be- 
hold, Saul is dead,’ and thought he 
was bringing good news, I seized him 
and killed him in Ziklag, which was 
the reward I gave him for his news. 

11 “How much more, when 
wicked men have killed a righteous 
man in his own house on his bed, 
shall I not now require his blood 
from your hand and ‘destroy you 
from the earth?” Ge 9:5; Ps 9:12 ¢ Lit burn 

12 Then David commanded the 
young men, and they killed them and 
cut off their hands and feet and hung 
them up beside the pool in Hebron. 
But they took the head of Ish-bosheth 
Rand buried it in the grave of Abner 
in Hebron. 2 Sa 1:15 © 2 Sa 3:32 


David King over All Israel 
RThen all the tribes of Israel came 
to David at Hebron and ‘said, “Be- 
hold, we are 8your bone and your 
flesh. 1 Ch 11:1-3 ¢ Lit said, saying ¢ 2 Sa 19:13 
_ 2 “Previously, when Saul was 
king over us, you were the one who 
led Israel out and in. And the Lorp 
said to you, ‘®You will shepherd My 
people Israel, and you will be a ruler 
over Israel.’” 1 Sa 18:5, 13, 16 * Ge 49:24: 2 Sa 7:7 
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3 So all the elders of Israel came 
to the king at Hebron, and King David 
made a covenant with them before the 
Lorp at Hebron; then they anointed 
David king over Israel. 

4 David was thirty years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
forty years. Ge 41:46; Nu 4:3; Lk 3:23 

5 At Hebron he reigned over 
Judah seven years and six months, 
and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty- 
three years over all Israel and Judah. 

6 Now the king and his men 
went to Jerusalem against the Je- 
busites, the inhabitants of the land, 
and they said to David, “You shall not 
come in here, but the blind and lame 
will turn you away”; thinking, “David 
cannot enter here.” 1 Ch 11:4-9 

7 Nevertheless, David captured 
the stronghold of Zion, that is ®the 
city of David. 2 Sa 6:12, 16; 1 Ki 2:10; 9:24 

8 David said on that day, “Who- 
ever would strike the Jebusites, let 
him reach the lame and the blind, 
who are hated by David’s soul, 
through the water tunnel.” Therefore 
they say, “The blind or the lame shall 
not come into the house.” 

9 So David lived in the strong- 
hold and called it ®the city of David. 
And David built all around from the 
FRMillo and inward. = .2'Sa5:7« 1 Ki9:15, 24 

10 David became greater and 
greater, for the Lorp God of hosts was 
with him. 2Sa 3:1 

11 Then Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David with cedar trees 
and carpenters and stonemasons; and 
Rthey built a house for David. Ps 30: title 

12 And David realized that the 
Lorp had established him as king 
over Israel, and that He had exalted 
his kingdom for the sake of His peo- 
ple Israel. 

13. Meanwhile ®David took more 
concubines and wives from 
Jerusalem, after he came from He- 
bron; and more sons and daughters 
were born to David. De 17:17; 1 Ch 3:9 

14 Now &these are the names of 
those who were born to him in 
Jerusalem: Shammua,  Shobab, 
Nathan, Solomon, 1 Ch 3:5-8 

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 

16 Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet. 


5:9 Le. citadel 
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War with the Philistines 
17 When the Philistines heard that 
they had anointed David king over Is- 
rael, Rall the Philistines went up to 
seek out David; and when David 
heard of it, he went down to the 
Rstronghold. 1 Sa 29:1 © 2 Sa 23:14; 1 Ch 11:16 
18 Now the Philistines came and 
spread themselves out in ®the valley 
of Rephaim. Ge 14:5; Jos 15:8: 17:15; 18:16 
19 Then David inquired of the 
Lorp, saying, “Shall I go up against the 
Philistines? Will You give them into my 
hand?” And the Lorp said to David, 
“Go up, for I will certainly give the 
Philistines into your hand.” 1 Sa 23:2 
20 So David came to ®Baal-per- 
azim and ‘defeated them there; and 
he said, “The Lorp has broken 
through my enemies before me like 
the breakthrough of waters.” There- 
fore he named that place FBaal-per- 
azim. 1 Ch 14:11; Is 28:21 © Lit David smote 
21 They abandoned their idols 
there, so David and his men carried 
them away. 1 Ch 14:12 
22 Now &the Philistines came up 
once again and spread themselves out 
in the valley of Rephaim. 2 Sa 5:18 
23 When ®David inquired of the 
Lorp, He said, “You shall not go di- 
rectly up; circle around behind them 
and come at them in front of the fbal- 
sam trees. 2 Sa 5:19 
24 “It shall be, when ®you hear the 
sound of marching in the tops of the 
Fobalsam trees, then you shall act 
promptly, for then the Lorp will have 
gone out before you to strike the army 
of the Philistines.” 2 Ki 7:6 © Ju 4:14 
25 Then David did so, just as the 
Lorp had commanded him, and 
struck down the Philistines from 
Geba as far as ®Gezer. Jos 12:12; 21:21 


Peril in Moving the Ark 
62% David again gathered all the 
chosen men of Israel, thirty thou- 
sand. 1 Ch 13:5-14 
2 And David arose and went 
with all the people who were with him 
to Baale-judah, to bring up from there 
the ark of God which is called by the 
RName, the very name of the Lorp of 
hosts who Ris enthroned above the 
cherubim. Le 24:16 © Ex 25:22 
3 They ‘placed the ark of God on 
Ra new cart that they might bring it 
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from the house of Abinadab which 
was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, 
the sons of Abinadab, were leading the 
new cart. Lit caused to ride ° Nu 7:4-9; 1 Sa 6:7 

4 So ®they brought it with the ark 
of God from the house of Abinadab, 
which was on the hill; and Ahio was 
walking ahead of the ark. 1 sa7:1;1 cn 13:7 

5 Meanwhile, David and all the 
house of Israel 8were celebrating be- 
fore the Lorp 8with all kinds of in- 
struments made of fir wood, and with 
lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets 
and cymbals. 1 Sa 18:6,7° 1 Ch 13:8 
$58 But when they came to the 

Rthreshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah 
Rreached out toward the ark of God 
and took hold of it, for the oxen 
nearly upset it. 1 Ch 13:9 « Nu 4:15, 19, 20 

7 And the anger of the Lorp 
burned against Uzzah, and ®God 
struck him down there for This irrev- 
erence; and he died there by the ark 
of God. 1 Sa 6:19 © Lit the 

8 David became angry because 
of the Lorp’s outburst against Uzzah, 
and that place is called ‘Perez-uzzah 
to this day. 

9 So David was afraid of the 
Lorp that day; and he said, “How can 
the ark of the Lorp come to me?” 

10 And David was unwilling to 
move the ark of the Lorp into the city 
of David with him; but David took it 
aside to the house of }Obed-edom the 
Gittite. 1 Ch 26:4-8 

11 Thus the ark of the Lorp re- 
mained in the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite three months, and the Lorp 
Rblessed Obed-edom and all his 
household. Ge 30:27; 39:5 


The Ark Is Brought to Jerusalem 
12 Now it was told King David, 
saying, “The Lorp has blessed the 
house of Obed-edom and all that be- 
longs to him, on account of the ark of 
God.” ®David went and brought up the 
ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom into 8the city of David with 
gladness. 1 Ch 15:25-16:3 ¢ 1 Ki 8:1 
13 And so it was, that when the 
Rpbearers of the ark of the Lorp had 


5:20 Ie. the master of breakthrough 5:23 Or baka- 
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gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox 
and a fatling. Nu 4:15; Jos 3:3; 1 Ch 15:2, 15 :5 

14 And David was dancing before 
the Lorp with all his might, and David 
was wearing a linen ephod. 

15 So David and all the house of 
Israel were bringing up the ark of the 
Lorp with shouting and the sound of 
the trumpet. 

16 Then it happened as the ark of 
the Lorp came into the city of David 
that RMichal the daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window and saw 
King David leaping and dancing be- 
fore the Lorp; and she despised him 
in her heart. 28a 3:14 

17 So they brought in the ark of 
the Lorp and set it in its place inside 
the tent which David had pitched for 
it; and David offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings before the Lorp. 

18 When David had finished of- 
fering the burnt offering and the 
peace offering, he blessed the people 
in the name of the Lorp of hosts. 

19 Further, he distributed to all the 
people, to all the multitude of Israel, 
both to men and women, a cake of 
bread and one of dates and one of 
raisins to each one. Then all the peo- 
ple departed each to his house. 

20 But when David returned to 
bless his household, Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David and said, “How the king of Is- 
rael distinguished himself today! "He 
uncovered himself today in the eyes 
of his servants’ maids as one of the 
Rfoolish ones shamelessly uncovers 
himself!” 2 Sa 6:14, 16; Ec 7:17 ¢ Ju 9:4 

21 So David said to Michal, “It 
was before the Lorp, who chose me 
above your father and above all his 
house, to appoint me ruler over the 
people of the Lorp, over Israel; there- 
fore I will celebrate before the Lorp. 

22 “I will be more lightly es- 
teemed than this and will be humble 
in my own eyes, but with the maids of 
whom you have spoken, with them I 
will be distinguished.” 

23 Michal the daughter of Saul 
had no child to the day of her death. 


David Plans to Build a Temple 
Yap ow it came about when the king 
lived in his house, and the Lorp 
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had given him rest on every side from 
all his enemies, 1 Ch 17:1-27 
2 that the king said to Nathan the 
prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God ®dwells 
within tent curtains.” Ex 26:1 
3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, 
do all that is in your mind, for the 
Lorp is with you.” 1 Ki 8:17, 18; 1 Ch 22:7 
4 But in the same night the word 
of the Lorp came to Nathan, saying, 
5 “Go and say to My servant 
David, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “®Are you 
the one who should build Me a house 
to dwell in? 1 Ki 5:3, 4; 8:19 
6 “For I have not dwelt in a house 
since the day I brought up the sons of 
Israel from Egypt, even to this day; 
but I have been moving about Rin a 
tent, even in a tabernacle. Ex 40:18, 34 
7 “Wherever I have gone with all 
the sons of Israel, did I speak a word 
with one of the tribes of Israel, which 
I commanded to shepherd My people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built 
Me a house of cedar?’”’ 


God’s Covenant with David 

8 “Now therefore, thus you shall 
say to My servant David, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp of hosts, “I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep, 
to be ruler over My people Israel. 

9 “R] have been with you wher- 
ever you have gone and &have cut off 
all your enemies from before you; and 
I will make you a great name, like the 
names of the great men who are on 
the earth. 1 Sa 5:10 « Ps 18:37-42 

10 “I will also appoint a place for 
My people Israel and ®will plant them, 
that they may live in their own place 
and not be disturbed again, ®nor will 
the wicked afflict them any more as 
formerly, — Ex 15:17; Is 5:2, 7 * Ps 89:22, 23: Is 60:18 

11 even ®from the day that I com- 
manded judges to be over My people 
Israel; and 8] will give you rest from all 
your enemies. The Lorp also declares 
to you that the Lorp will make a house 
for you. Ju 2:14-16; 1 Sa 12:9-11 ¢ 2 Sa 7:1 

12 “When your days are com- 
plete and you ®lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your descen- 
dant after you, who will come forth 
from you, and I will establish his king- 
dom. 1 Ki 2:1 © De 31:16; Ac 13:36 

13 “He shall build a house for My 
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name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever. 1 Ki 6:12; 8:19 
14 “®] will be a father to him and 
he will be a son to Me; when he com- 
mits iniquity, I will correct him with 
the rod of men and the strokes of the 
sons of men, Ps 89:26, 27: 2 Co 6:18; He 1:5 
15 but My lovingkindness shall 
not depart from him, Ras I took it 
away from Saul, whom I removed 
from before you. 1 Sa 15:23; 16:14 
16 “8Your house and your king- 
dom shall endure before Me forever; 
your throne shall be established for- 
ever.”’” 2 Sa 7:13: Ps 89:36, 37 
17 In accordance with all these 
words and all this vision, so Nathan 
spoke to David. 


David’s Prayer 
18 Then David the king went in 
and sat before the Lorp, and he said, 
“RWho am I, O Lord Gop, and what is 
my house, that You have brought me 
this far? Ex 3:11; 1 Sa 18:18 
19 “And yet this was insignificant 
in Your eyes, O Lord Gop, ®for You 
have spoken also of the house of Your 
servant concerning the distant future. 
And &this is the custom of man, O 
Lord Gop. 2 Sa 7:11-16; 1 Ch 17:17 © Is 55:8, 9 
20 “Again what more can David 
say to You? For ®You know Your ser- 
vant, O Lord Gop! 1 Sa 16:7; Jo 21:17 
21 “For the sake of Your word, 
and according to Your own heart, You 
have done all this greatness to let Your 
servant know. 1 Ch 17:19; Ep 4:32 
22 “For this reason ®You are great, 
O Lord Gop; for there is none like You, 
and there is no God besides You, ac- 
cording to all that we have heard with 
our ears. De 3:24; Ps 48:1; 86:10 
23 “And ®what one nation on the 
earth is like Your people Israel, whom 
God went to redeem for Himself as a 
people and to make a name for Him- 
self, and to do a great thing for You 
and awesome things for Your land, be- 
fore Your people whom You have re- 
deemed for Yourself from Egypt, from 
nations and their gods? De 4:32-38 
- 24 “For ®You have established for 
Yourself Your people Israel as Your 
own people forever, and You, O Lorp, 
have become their God. De 32:6 
25. “Now therefore, O Lorp God, 
the word that You have spoken con- 
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cerning Your servant and his house, 
confirm it forever,.and do as You have 
spoken, 

26 that Your name may be mag- 
nified forever, by saying, ‘The Lorp of 
hosts is God over Israel’; and may the 
house of Your servant David be estab- 
lished before You. P§ 72:18, 19; Ma 6:9 

27 “For You, O Lorp of hosts, the 
_God of Israel, have made a rey- 
elation to Your servant, saying, ‘I will 
build you a house’; therefore Your ser- 
vant has found courage to pray this 
prayer to YOu. Lit uncovered the ear of ¢ 2 Sa 7:13 

28 “Now, O Lord Gop, You are 
God, and ®Your words are truth, and 
You have ‘promised this good thing to 
Your servant. Ex 34:6; Jo 17:17 © Or spoken 

29 “Now therefore, may it please 
You to bless the house of Your servant, 
that it may continue forever before 
You. For You, O Lord Gop, have spo- 
ken; and ®with Your blessing may the 
house of Your servant be blessed for- 
ever.” Nu 6:24-26 


David’s Triumphs 
RNow after this it came about that 
David ‘defeated the Philistines and 
subdued them; and David took con- 
trol of the chief city from the hand of 
the Philistines. 1 Ch 18 ¢ Lit smote 
2 He defeated Moab, and meas- 
ured them with the line, making them 
lie down on the ground; and he meas- 
ured two lines to put to death and one 
full line to keep alive. And the 
Moabites became servants to David, 
bringing tribute. Nu 24:17 Lit smote 
3 Then David ‘defeated }Hadad- 
ezer, the son of Rehob king of Zobah, 
as he went to restore his rule at the 
FRiver. Lit smote * 1 Sa‘14:47; 2 Sa 10:16, 19 
4 David captured from him 1,700 
horsemen and 20,000 foot soldiers; 
and David 8hamstrung the chariot 
horses, but reserved enough of them 
for 100 chariots. Jos 11:6,9 
5 When &the Arameans of Dam- 
ascus came to help Hadadezer, king 
of Zobah, David ‘killed 22,000 
Arameans. 1 Ki 11:23-25 © Lit smote 
6 Then David put garrisons 
among the Arameans of Damascus, 
and the Arameans became servants to 
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David, bringing tribute. And the Lorp 
helped David wherever he went. 

7 David took the shields of gold 
which were ‘carried by the servants 
of Hadadezer and brought them to 
Jerusalem. Lit on 

8 From ‘Betah and _ from 
RBerothai, cities of Hadadezer, King 
David took a very large amount of 
bronze. In 1 Ch 18:8, Tibhath ¢ Eze 47:16 

9 Now when Toi king of Hamath 
heard that David had defeated all the 
army of Hadadezer, 

10 Toi sent Joram his son to King 
David to greet him and bless him, be- 
cause he had fought against Hadad- 
ezer and defeated him; for Hadadezer 
had been at war with Toi. And Joram 
brought with him articles of silver, of 
gold and of bronze. 

11 King David also dedicated 
these to the Lorp, with the silver and 
gold that he had dedicated from all 
the nations which he had subdued: 

12 from ‘Aram and Moab and 
the sons of Ammon and the 
Philistines and }Amalek, and from the 
spoil of Hadadezer, son of Rehob, 
king of Zobah. 2 Sa 8:2 © 1 Sa 27:8; 30:17-20 

13 So 8David made a name for 
himself when he returned from killing 
18,000 FArameans in ®the Valley of 
Salt. 2 Sa 7:9 © 2 Ki 14:7 

14 He put garrisons in Edom. In 
all Edom he put garrisons, and 8all 
the Edomites became servants to 
David. And the Lorp helped David 
wherever he went. © Ge 27:37-40; Nu 24:17, 18 

15 So David reigned over all Is- 
rael; and David administered justice 
and righteousness for all his people. 

16 ®Joab the son of Zeruiah was 
over the army, and Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud was recorder. 1Ch 116 

17 Zadok the son of Ahitub and 
Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were 
priests, and Seraiah was secretary. 

18 ®Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
was over the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites; and David’s sons were 
Rchief ministers. 1 Ki 4:41 Ch 18:17 


David’s Kindness to 
Mephibosheth 
Then David said, “Is there yet any- 
one left of the house of Saul, ®that 
I may show him kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake?” 1 Sa 20:14-17, 42 
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2 Now there was a servant of the 
house of Saul whose name was Ziba, 
and they called him to David; and the 
king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And 
he said, “I am your servant.” 

3 The king said, “Is there not yet 
anyone of the house of Saul to whom 
I may show the ®kindness of God?” 
And Ziba said to the king, “’There is 
still a son of Jonathan who is crippled 
in both feet.” 1 Sa 20:14 © 2 Sa 4:4 

4 So the king said to him, 
“Where is he?” And Ziba said to the 
king, “Behold, he is in the house of 
Machir the son of Ammiel in Lo- 
debar.” 2 Sa 17:27-29 

5 Then King David sent and 
brought him from the house of 
Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo- 
debar. 

6 RMephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan the son of Saul, came to 
David and ®fell on his face and pros- 
trated himself. And David said, 
“Mephibosheth.” And he said, “Here 
is your servant!” 2 Sa 16-4; 19:24-30 e 1 Sa 25:23 

7 David said to him, “Do not fear, 
for ®I will surely show kindness 
to you for the sake of your father 
Jonathan, and ®will restore to you all 
the "land of your grandfather Saul; 
and you shall eat at my table regu- 
larly.” 2Sa 9:1, 3° 2 Sa 12:8 « Lit field « Lit father 

8 Again he prostrated himself 
and said, “What is your servant, that 
you should regard 8a dead dog like 
me?” 2 Sa 16:9; 1 Sa 24:14 

9 Then the king called Saul’s ser- 
vant Ziba and said to him, “RAll that 
belonged to Saul and to all his house 
I have given to your master’s 'grand- 
son. 2 Sa 16:4; 19:29 ¢ Lit son 

10 “You and your sons and your 
servants shall cultivate the land for 
him, and you shall bring in the pro- 
duce so that your master’s grandson 
may have food; nevertheless }Mephi- 
bosheth your master’s grandson 
Xshall eat at my table regularly.” Now 
Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty ser- 
vants. 2 Sa 9:7, 11, 13 © 2 Sa 19:28; 1 Ki 2:7 

11 Then Ziba said to the king, “Ac- 
cording ®to all that my lord the king 
commands his servant so your ser- 
vant will do.” So Mephibosheth ate at 
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TDavid’s table as one of the king’s 
sons. : 2 Sa 16:1-4; 19:24-30 ¢ Lit my 

12. Mephibosheth had a young son 
whose name was Mica. And all who 
lived in the house of Ziba were ser- 
vants to Mephibosheth. 

13 So  Mephibosheth lived in 
Jerusalem, for he ate at the king’s 
table regularly. Now ®he was lame in 
both feet. 2 Sa 9:7, 11 ¢2Sa9:3 


Ammon and Aram Defeated 
100% it happened afterwards 
that §the king of the Ammonites 
died, and Hanun his son became king 
in his place. 1 Ch 19:1-19 1 Sa 11:1 

2 Then David said, “I will show 
kindness to Hanun the son of ®Na- 
hash, just as his father showed kind- 
ness to me.” So David sent some of 
his servants to console him concern- 
ing his father. But when David’s ser- 
vants came to the land of the 
Ammonites, 1 Sa 11:1 « Lit by the hand of 

3 the princes of the Ammonites 
said to Hanun their lord, “Do you 
think that David is honoring your fa- 
ther because he has sent consolers to 
you? ®Has David not sent his servants 
to you in order to search the city, to 
spy it out and overthrow it?” Ge 42:9, 16 

4 So Hanun took David’s ser- 
vants and ®shaved off half of their 
beards, and cut off their garments in 
the middle as far as their hips, and 
sent them away. Is 15:2; Je 41:5 © Is 20:4 

5 When they told it to David, he 
sent to meet them, for the men were 
greatly humiliated. And the king said, 
“TStay at Jericho until your beards 
grow, and then return.” Lit Return to 

6 Now when the sons of Ammon 
saw that ®they had become odious to 
David, the sons of Ammon sent and 
hired the Arameans of Beth-rehob 
and the Arameans of Zobah, 20,000 
foot soldiers, and the king of $Maacah 
with 1,000 men, and the men of Tob 
with 12,000 men. Ge 34:30; 1 Sa 27:12 * De 3:14 

7 When David heard of it, he sent 
Joab and all the army, the mighty 
men. 

8 The sons of Ammon came out 
and drew up in battle array at the en- 
trance of the city, while the Arameans 
of Zobah and of Rehob and the men 
of Tob and Maacah were by them- 
selves in the field. 
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9 Now when Joab saw that the 
battle was set against him in front and 
in the rear, he selected from all the 
choice men of Israel, and arrayed 
them against the Arameans. 

10 But the remainder of the peo- 
ple he placed in the hand of Abishai 
his brother, and he arrayed them 
against the sons of Ammon.: 

11 He said, “If the Arameans are 
too strong for me, then you shall help 
me, but if the sons of Ammon are too 
strong for you, then I will come to 
help you. 

12 “RBe strong, and let us show 
ourselves courageous for the sake of 
our people and for the cities of our 
God; and may the Lorp do what is 
good in His sight.” De 31:6; Jos 1:6; 1 Co 16:13 

13 So Joab and the people who 
were with him drew near to the battle 
against the Arameans, and they fled 
before him. 1 Ki 20:13-21 

14 When the sons of Ammon saw 
that the Arameans fled, they also fled 
before Abishai and entered the city. 
RThen Joab returned from fighting 
against the sons of Ammon and came 
to Jerusalem. 2Sal1:1 

15 When the Arameans saw that 
they had been defeated by Israel, they 
gathered themselves together. 

16 And Hadadezer sent and 
brought out the Arameans who 
were beyond the FRiver, and they 
came to Helam; and Shobach the 
commander of the army of Hadadezer 
led them. 

17 Now when it was told David, 
he gathered all Israel together and 
crossed the Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Arameans arrayed 
themselves to meet David and fought 
against him. 

18 But the Arameans fled before 
Israel, and David killed 8700 chario- 
teers of the Arameans and 40,000 
horsemen and struck down Shobach 
the commander of their army, and he 
died there. 1 Ch 19:18 

19 When all the kings, servants of 
Hadadezer, saw that they were 'de- 
feated by Israel, 8they made peace 
with Israel and served them. So the 
Arameans feared to help the sons of 
Ammon anyMOre. Lit smitten before * 2 Sa 8:6 
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Bathsheba, David’s Great Sin — 
l i fens it happened in the spring, 
at the time when kings go out to 
battle, that David sent Joab and his 
servants with him and all Israel, and 
they destroyed the sons of Ammon 
and besieged Rabbah. But David 
stayed at Jerusalem. 1Ch 20:1 

2 Now when evening came 
David arose from his bed and walked 
around on the roof of the king’s 
house, and from the roof he saw a 
woman bathing; and the woman was 
very beautifulin appearance. 

3 So David sent and inquired 
about the woman. And one said, “Is 
this not Bathsheba, the daughter of 
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 

4 David sent messengers and 
took her, and when she came to him, 
he lay with her; and when she had pu- 
rified herself from her uncleanness, 
she returned to her house. 

5 The woman conceived; and she 
sent and told David, and said, “8I am 
pregnant.” Le 20:10; De 22:22 

6 Then David sent to Joab, say- 
ing, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So 
Joab sent Uriah to David. 

7 When Uriah came to him, 
RDavid asked concerning the welfare 
of Joab and ‘the people and the state 
of the war. Ge 37:14; 1 Sa 17:22 © Lit welfare of 

8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go 
down to your house, and 8wash your 
feet.” And Uriah went out of the king’s 
house, and a present from the king 
was sent out after him. — Ge 43:24; Lk 7:44 

9 But Uriah slept ®at the door of 
the king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and did not go down to his 
house. 1 Ki 14:27, 28 

10 Now when they told David, 
saying, “Uriah did not go down to his 
house,” David said to Uriah, “Have 
you not come from a journey? Why 
did you not go down to your house?” 

11 Uriah said to David, “8The ark 
and Israel and Judah are staying in 
Ttemporary shelters, and my lord Joab 
and the servants of my lord are 
camping in the open field. Shall I then 
go to my house to eat and to drink 
and to lie with my wife? By your life 
and the life of your soul, I will not do 
this thing.” 2 Sa 7:2, 6 © Or booths ¢ 2 Sa 20:6 

12 Then David said to Uriah, 
“Stay here today also, and tomorrow | 
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will let you go.” So Uriah remained in 
Jerusalem that day and the next. 

13 Now David called him, and he 
ate and drank before him, and he 
Rmade him drunk; and in the evening 
he went out to lie on his bed ®with his 
lord’s servants, but he did not go 
down to his house. Pr 20:1; 23:29-35 « 2 Sa 11:9 

14 Now in the morning David 
Rwrote a letter to Joab and sent it by 
the hand of Uriah. 1 Ki 21:8-10 

15 ®He had written in the letter, 
saying, “Place Uriah in the front line 
of the fiercest battle and withdraw 
from him, ®so that he may be struck 
down and die.” Ec 8:11; Je 17:9 © 2 Sa 12:9 

16 So it was as Joab kept watch 
on the city, that he put Uriah at the 
place where he knew there were 
valiant men. 

17 The men of the city went out 
and fought against Joab, and some of 
the people among David’s servants 
fell; and Uriah the Hittite also died. 

18 Then Joab sent and reported to 
David all the events of the war. 

19 He charged the messenger, 
saying, “When you have finished 
felling all the events of the war to the 

ing, 

20 and if it happens that the king’s 
wrath rises and he says to you, ‘Why 
did you go so near to the city to fight? 
Did you not know that they would 
shoot from the wall? 

21 ‘Who struck down Abimelech 
the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a 
woman throw an upper millstone on 
him from the wall so that he died at 
Thebez? Why did you go so near the 
wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your ser- 
vant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’” 

22 So the messenger departed and 
came and reported to David all that 
Joab had sent him to tell. 

23 The messenger said to David, 
“The men prevailed against us and 
came out against us in the field, but 
we ‘pressed them as far as the en- 
trance of the gate. Lit were upon 

24 “Moreover, the archers shot at 
your servants from the wall; so some 
of the king’s servants are dead, and 
your servant Uriah the Hittite is also 
dead.” 

25 Then David said to the messen- 
ger, “Thus you shall say to Joab, ‘Do 
not let this thing ™displease you, for 
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the sword devours one as well as:an- 
other; make your battle against the 
city stronger and overthrow it’; and so 
encourage him.” Lit be evil in your sight 
26 Now when the wife of Uriah 
heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband. 
7 When the time of mourning 
was over, David sent and brought her 
to his house and she became his wife; 
then she bore him a son. But "the 
thing that David had done was evil in 
the sight of the Lorp. Ps 51:4,5 


Nathan Rebukes David 

1 Then the Lorp sent Nathan to 
7 David. And he came to him and 

said, 

“There were two men in one 
city, the one rich and the 
other poor. 2Sa7:2,4,17¢ Ps5l: title 

2 “The rich man had a great 

many flocks and herds. 

3 “But the poor man had nothing 

except Rone little ewe lamb 

Which he bought and 
nourished; 

And it grew up together with 
him and his children. 

It would eat of his ‘bread and 
drink of his cup and lie in 
his bosom, 

And was like a daughter to 
him. 2 Sa 11:3 © Lit morsel 

4 “Now a traveler came to the 
rich man 

And he Twas unwilling to take 
from his own flock or his 
own herd, 

To prepare for the wayfarer 
who had come to him; 

Rather he took the poor man’s 
ewe lamb and prepared it 
for the man who had come 
to him.” Lit spared 

5 Then David’s anger burned 
greatly against the man, and he said 
to Nathan, “As the Lorp lives, surely 
the man who has done this Rdeserves 
to die. 1 Sa 26:16 

6 “He must make restitution for 
the lamb fourfold, because he did this 
thing and had no compassion.” 

7 Nathan then said to David, 
“RYou are the man! Thus says the 
Lorp God of Israel, ‘It is I who 
anointed you king over Israel and it is 
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I who delivered you from the hand of 
Saul. 1 Ki 20:42 ¢ 1 Sa 16:13 

8 ‘I also gave you your master’s 
house and your master’s wives into 
your care, and I gave you the house of 
Israel and Judah; and if that had been 
too little, I would have added to you 
many more things like these! 

9 y 8have you despised the 
word of the Lorp by doing evil in His 
sight? 8You have struck down Uriah 
the Hittite with the sword, have taken 
his wife to be your wife, and have 
killed him with the sword of the sons 
of Ammon. 1 Sa 15:23, 26 ¢ 2 Sa 11:14-17 
w* 10 ‘Now therefore, the sword 

shall never depart from your 
house, because you have despised Me 
and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife.’ 

11 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Behold, I 
will raise up evil against you from 
your own household; I will even take 
your wives before your eyes and give 
them to your companion, and he will 
lie with your wives in broad daylight. 

12 ‘Indeed ®you did it secretly, but 
R] will do this thing before all Israel, 
and under the sun.’” 25a 11:4-15 2 Sa 16:22 

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I 
have sinned against the Lorp.” And 
Nathan said to David, “The Lorp also 
has taken away your sin; you shall not 
die. 1 Sa 15:24, 30; 2 Sa 24:10; Lk 18:13 

14 “However, because by this deed 
you have ®given occasion to the ene- 
mies of the Lorp to blaspheme, the 
child also that is born to you shall 
surely die.” is 52:5; Ro 2:24 

15 So Nathan went to his house. 


Loss of a Child 
Then the Lorp struck the child that 
Uriah’s ™widow bore to David, so that 
he was very sick. Lit wife 
16 David therefore inquired of 
God for the child; and David ®fasted 
and went and &lay all night on the 
ground. Ne 1:4 ° 2 Sa 13:31 
17 ®The elders of his household 
stood beside him in order to raise him 
up from the ground, but he was un- 
willing and would not eat food with 
them. Ge 24:2 
18 Then it happened on the sev- 
enth day that the child died. And the 
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servants of David were afraid to tell 
him that the child was dead, for they 
said, “Behold, while the child was still 
alive, we spoke to him and he did not 
listen to our voice. How then can we 
tell him that the child is dead, since 
he might do himself harm!” 

19 But when David saw that his 
servants were whispering together, 
David perceived that the child was 
dead; so David said to his servants, “Is 
the child dead?” And they said, “He is 
dead.” 

20 So David arose from the 
ground, washed, anointed himself, 
and changed his clothes; and he came 
into the house of the Lorp and wor- 
shiped. Then he came to his own 
house, and when he requested, they 
set food before him and he ate. 

21 Then his servants said to him, 
“What is this thing that you have 
done? While the child was alive, you 
fasted and wept; but when the child 
died, you arose and ate food.” 

22 He said, “While the child was 
still alive, 81 fasted and wept; for I 
said, ‘Who knows, the Lorp may be 
gracious to me, that the child may 
live, Is 38:1-3 © Jo 3:9 

23 “But now he has died; why 
should I fast? Can I bring him back 
again? ®I will go to him, but he will 
not return to me.” Ge 37:35 © Job 7:8-10 


Solomon Born 

24 Then David comforted his wife 
Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay 
with her; and she gave birth to a son, 
and ®he named him Solomon. Now 
the Lorp loved him 1 Ch 22:9; Ma 1:6 

25 and sent word through Nathan 
the prophet, and he named him fJe- 
didiah for the Lorp’s sake. 


War Again 

26 RNow Joab fought against 
RRabbah of the sons of Ammon and 
captured the royal city. 1h 20:1-3 De 3:11 

27 Joab sent messengers to David 
and said, “I have fought against Rab- 
bah, I have even captured the city of 
waters. 

28 “Now therefore, gather the rest 
of the people together and camp 
against the city and capture it, or I 
will capture the city myself and it will 
be named after me.” 
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29 So David gathered all the peo- 
ple and went to Rabbah, fought 
against it and captured it. 

30 Then he took the crown of 
Ttheir king from his head; and its 
weight was a talent of gold, and in it 
was a precious stone; and it was 
placed on David’s head. And he 
brought out the spoil of the city in 
great amounts. 1 Ch 20:2 « Or Malcam; cf Zep 1:5 

31 He also brought out the people 
who were in it, and ®set them under 
saws, sharp iron instruments, and 
iron axes, and made them pass 
through the brickkiln. And thus he did 
to all the cities of the sons of Ammon. 
Then David and all the people re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 1 Ch 20:3; He 11:37 


Amnon and Tamar 

l Now it was after this that RAb- 
salom the son of David had a 

beautiful sister whose name was ®Ta- 

mar, and SAmnon the son of David 

loved her. 2Sa3:2,3;1Ch3:2¢1Ch3:9 © 2Sa 3:2 

2 Amnon was so frustrated be- 
cause of his sister Tamar that he made 
himself ill, for she was a virgin, and it 
seemed "hard to Amnon to do any- 
thing to her. Lit hard in Amnon’s eyes 

3 But Amnon had a friend whose 
name was Jonadab, the son of 
RShimeah, David’s brother; and Jon- 
adab was a very shrewd man. 15Sa16:9 

4 He said to him, “O son of the 
king, why are you so depressed morn- 
ing after morning? Will you not tell 
me?” Then Amnon said to him, “I am 
in love with Tamar, the sister of my 
brother Absalom.” 

5 Jonadab then said to him, “Lie 
down on your bed and pretend to be 
ill; when your father comes to see 
you, say to him, ‘Please let my sister 
Tamar come and give me some food 
to eat, and let her prepare the food in 
my sight, that I may see it and eat 
from her hand,” 

6 So Amnon lay down and pre- 
tended to be ill; when the king came 
to see him, Amnon said to the king, 
“Please let my sister Tamar come and 
make me a couple of cakes in my 
sight, that I may eat from her hand.” 

7 Then David sent to the house 
for Tamar, saying, “Go now to your 
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brother Amnon’s house, and prepare 
food for him.” 

8 So Tamar went to her brother 
Amnon’s house, and he was lying 
down. And she took dough, kneaded 
it, made cakes in his sight, and baked 
the cakes. 

9 She took the pan and "dished 
them out before him, but he refused to 
eat. And Amnon said, “RHave every- 
one go out from me.” So everyone 
went out from him. Lit poured ¢ Ge 45:1 

10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, 
“Bring the food into the ™bedroom, that 
I may eat from your hand.” So Tamar 
took the cakes which she had made 
and brought them into the bedroom to 
her brother Amnon. Or inner room 

11 When she brought them to him 
to eat, he took hold of her and said to 
her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.” 

12 But she answered him, “No, my 
brother, do not violate me, for such a 
thing is not done in Israel; do not do 
this ®disgraceful thing! Ju 19:23; 20:6 

13 “As for me, where could I ‘get 
rid of my reproach? And as for you, 
you will be like one of the fools in Is- 
rael. Now therefore, please speak to 
the king, for She will not withhold me 
from you.” Lit cause to go * Ge 20:12 

14 However, he would not listen to 
her; since he was stronger than she, 
he violated her and lay with her. 

15 Then Amnon hated her with a 
very great hatred; for the hatred with 
which he hated her was greater than 
the love with which he had loved her. 
And Amnon said to her, “Get up, go 
away!” 

16 But she said to him, “No, be- 
cause this wrong in sending me away 
is greater than the other that you have 
done to me!” Yet he would not listen to 
her. 

17 Then he called his young man 
who attended him and said, “Now 
throw this woman out of my presence, 
and lock the door behind her.” 

18 Now she had on a long- 
sleeved garment; for in this manner 
the virgin daughters of the king 
dressed themselves in robes. Then his 
attendant took her out and locked the 
door behind her. Ge 37:3, 23 

19 Tamar put ashes on her head 
and tore her long-sleeved garment 
which was on her; and she put her 
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hand on her head and went away, cry- 
ing aloud as she went. 1 Sa 4:12; Es 4:1 

20 Then Absalom her brother said 
to her, “Has Amnon your brother been 
with you? But now keep silent, my sis- 
ter, he is your brother; do not take this 
matter to heart.” So Tamar remained 
and was desolate in her brother Ab- 
salom’s house. © i 

21 Now when King David heard 
of all these matters, he was very 
angry. 
22 But Absalom did not speak to 
Amnon 8either good or bad; for Ab- 
salom hated Amnon because he had 
violated his sister Tamar. Ge 31:24 

23 Now it came about after two 
full years that Absalom — ®had 
sheepshearers in Baal-hazor, which is 
near Ephraim, and Absalom invited 
all the king’s sons. 1Sa 25:7 


Absalom Avenges Tamar 
24 Absalom came to the king and 
said, “Behold now, your servant has 
sheepshearers; please let the king and 
his servants go with your servant.” 
25 But the king said to Absalom, 
“No, my son, we should not all go, for 
we will be burdensome to you.” Al- 
though he Turged him, he would not 
go, but blessed him. Lit broke through 
26 Then ®Absalom said, “If not, 
please let my brother Amnon go with 
us.” And the king said to him, “Why 
should he go with you?” 28a 3:27; 11:13-15 
27 But when Absalom Turged him, 
he let Amnon and all the king’s sons 
go with him. Lit broke through 
28 Absalom commanded his ser- 
vants, saying, “See now, when 
Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, 
and when I say to you, ‘Strike 
Amnon, then put him to death. Do not 
fear; have not I myself commanded 
you? Be courageous and be valiant.” 
29 The servants of Absalom did to 
Amnon just as Absalom had com- 
manded. Then all the king’s sons 
arose and each mounted ®his mule 
and fled. 2 Sa 18:9; 1 Ki 1:33, 38 
30 Now it was while they were on 
the way that the report came to David, 
saying, “Absalom has struck down all 
the king’s sons, and not one of them is 
left.” 
31 Then the king arose, ®tore his 
clothes and lay on the ground; and 
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all his servants were standing by with 
clothes torn. 2Sa 1:11 2 Sa 12:16 

32 Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, 
David’s brother, responded, “Do not 
let my lord suppose they have put to 
death all the young men, the king’s 
sons, for Amnon alone is dead; be- 
cause by the intent of Absalom this 
has been determined since the day 
that he violated his sister Tamar. 

33 “Now therefore, do not let my 
lord the king take the report to heart, 
namely, ‘all the king’s sons are dead, 
for only Amnon is dead.” 

34 Now RAbsalom had fled. And 
Rthe young man who was the watch- 
man raised his eyes and looked, and 
behold, many people were coming 
from the road behind him by the side 
of the mountain. 2 Sa 13:37, 38 ¢ 2 Sa 18:24 

35 Jonadab said to the king, “Be- 
hold, the king’s sons have come; ac- 
cording to your servant’s word, so it 
happened.” 

36 As soon as he had finished 
speaking, behold, the king’s sons 
came and lifted their voices and wept; 
and also the king and all his servants 
wept very bitterly. 

37 Now &Absalom fled and went 
to ®Talmai the son of Ammihud, the 
king of Geshur. And David mourned 
for his son every day. 28a 13:34 «2 Sa 3:3 

38 So Absalom had fled and gone 
to Geshur, and was there three years. 

39 The heart of King David longed 
to go out to Absalom; for he was 
comforted concerning Amnon, since 
he was dead. 2 Sa 12:19-23 


The Woman of Tekoa 
l Now Joab the son of Zeruiah 
perceived that the king’s heart 
was inclined toward Absalom. 25a 13:39 
2 So Joab sent to 8Tekoa and 
brought a wise woman from there and 
said to her, “Please pretend to be a 
mourner, and put on mourning gar- 
ments now, and do not Ranoint your- 
self with oil, but be like a woman who 
has been mourning for the dead many 
days; 2 Sa 23:26; 2 Ch 11:6; Am 1:1 ¢ 2 Sa 12:20 
3 then go to the king and speak 
to him in this manner.” So Joab put 
Rthe words in her mouth. 2 Sa 14:19 
_. 4 Now when the woman of Tekoa 
spoke to the king, she fell on her face 
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to the ground and prostrated herself 
and said, “Help, O king.” 

5 The king said to her, “What is 
your trouble?” And she ‘answered, 
“Truly Iam a widow, for my husband 
is dead. Lit said 

6 “Your maidservant had two 
sons, but the two of them struggled to- 
gether in the field, and there was no 
Fone to separate them, so one struck 
the other and killed him. 

7 “Now behold, the whole family 
has risen against your maidservant, 
and they say, ‘Hand over the one who 
struck his brother, that we may put 
him to death for the life of his brother 
whom he killed, and destroy the heir 
also. Thus they will extinguish my 
coal which is left, so as to leave my 
husband neither name nor remnant 
on the face of the earth.” 

8 Then the king said to the 
woman, “Go to your house, and I will 
give orders concerning you.” 

9 The woman of Tekoa said to 
the king, “O my lord, the king, ®the in- 
iquity is on me and my father’s house, 
but &the king and his throne are guilt- 
less.” Ge 43:9; 1 Sa 25:24 « 1 Ki 2:33 

10 So the king said, “Whoever 
speaks to you, bring him to me, and 
he will not touch you anymore.” 

11 Then she said, “Please let the 
king remember the Lorpb your God, so 
that the avenger of blood will not 
continue to destroy, otherwise they 
will destroy my son.” And he said, “As 
the LorpD lives, not one hair of your 
son shall fall to the ground.” 

12 Then the woman said, “Please 
let your maidservant speak a word to 
my lord the king.” And he said, 
“Speak.” 

13 The woman said, “Why then 
have you planned such a thing 
against the people of God? For in 
speaking this word the king is as one 
who is guilty, in that the king does not 
bring back his banished one. 

14 “For we will surely die and 

are like water spilled on the 
ground which cannot be gathered up 
again. Yet God does not take away life, 
but plans ways so that the banished 
one will not be cast out from him. 
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15 “Now 'the reason I have come 
to speak this word to my lord the king 
is that the people have made me 
afraid; so your maidservant said, ‘Let 
me now speak to the king, perhaps 
the king will perform the Trequest of 
his maidservant. Lit that ¢ Lit word 

_ 16 ‘For the king will hear Tand de- 
liver his maidservant from the Thand 
of the man who would destroy both 
me and my son from &the inheritance 
of God’ Lit to © Lit palm De 32:9; 1 Sa 26:19 

17 “Then your maidservant said, 
‘Please let the word of my lord the 
king be comforting, for as the angel 
of God, so is my lord the king to dis- 
cern good and evil. And may the Lorp 
your God be with you.’” 

18 Then the king answered and 
said to the woman, “Please do not 
hide anything from me that I am 
about to ask you.” And the woman 
said, “Let my lord the king please 
speak.” 

19 So the king said, “Is the hand 
of Joab with you in all this?” And the 
woman replied, “As your soul lives, 
my lord the king, no one can turn to 
the right or to the left from anything 
that my lord the king has spoken. In- 
deed, it was ®your servant Joab who 
commanded me, and it was he who 
put all these words in the mouth of 
your maidservant; 2 Sa 14:3 

20 in order to change the appear- 
ance of things your servant Joab has 
done this thing. But my lord is wise, 
like the wisdom of the angel of God, 
to know all that is in the earth.” 


Absalom Is Recalled 

21 Then the king said to Joab, 
“Behold now, 81 will surely do this 
thing; go therefore, bring back the 
young man Absalom.” 2Sa 14:11 

22 Joab fell on his face to the 
ground, prostrated himself and blessed 
the king; then Joab said, “Today your 
servant knows that I have found favor 
in your sight, O my lord, the king, in 
that the king has performed the re- 
quest of his servant.” 

23 So Joab arose and went to 
RGeshur and brought Absalom to 
Jerusalem. De 3:14; 2 Sa 13:37, 38 

24 However the king said, “Let 
him turn to ®his own house, and let 
him not see my face.” So Absalom 
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turned to his own house and did not 
see the king’s face. 2 Sa 13:20 

25 Now in all Israel was no one as 
handsome as Absalom, so highly 
praised; ®from the sole of his foot to 
the crown of his head there was no 
defect in him. De 28:35; Job 2:7; Is 1:6 

26 When he &cut the hair of his 
head (and it was at the end of every 
year that he cut it, for it was heavy on 
him so he cut it), he weighed the hair 
of his head at 200 shekels by the 
King’s weight. Eze 44:20 

27 To Absalom there were born 
three sons, and one daughter whose 
name was Tamar; she was a woman 
of beautiful appearance. 2 Sa 18:18 

28 Now Absalom lived two full 
years in Jerusalem, and did not see 
the king’s face. 2 Sa 14:24 

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to 
send him to the king, but he would not 
come to him. So he sent again a sec- 
ond time, but he would not come. 

30 Therefore he said to his ser- 
vants, “See, 3Joab’s Ffield is next to 
mine, and he has barley there; go and 
set it on fire.” So Absalom’s servants 
set the field on fire. Ju 15:3-5 

31 Then Joab arose, came to Ab- 
salom at his house and said to him, 
“Why have your servants set my ‘field 
on fire?” 

32 Absalom answered Joab, “Be- 
hold, I sent for you, saying, ‘Come 
here, that I may send you to the king, 
to say, “Why have I come from 
Geshur? It would be better for me still 
to be there.”’ Now therefore, let me 
see the king’s face, and if there is in- 
iquity in me, let him put me to death.” 

33 So when Joab came to the king 
and told him, he called for Absalom. 
Thus he came to the king and pros- 
trated himself on his face to the 
ground before the king, and ®the king 
kissed Absalom. Ge 33:4; Lk 15:20 


Absalom’s Conspiracy 
l Aw it came about after this 
that Absalom provided for 
himself a chariot and horses and fifty 
men as runners before him. 1Kil5 
2 Absalom used to rise early and 
Rstand beside the way to the gate; and 
when any man had a suit to come to 
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the king for judgment, Absalom 
would call to him and say, “From what 
city are you?” And he would say, 
“Your servant is from one of the tribes 
of Israel.” Ru 4:1; 2 Sa 19:8 
3 Then Absalom would say to 
him, “See, 8your ‘claims are good and 
right, but no man listens to you on the 
part of the king.” Pr 12:2 © Lit words 
4 Moreover, Absalom would say; 
“ROh that one would appoint me judge 
in the land, then every man who has 
any suit or cause could come to me 
and I would give him justice.” —ju9:29 
5 And when a man came near to 
prostrate himself before him, he 
would put out his hand and take hold 
of him and 8kiss him. 2. Sa 14:33; 20:9 
6 In this manner Absalom dealt 
with all Israel who came to the king 
for judgment; ®so Absalom stole away 
the hearts of the men of ISrael. Ro 16:18 
7 Now it came about at the end 
of "forty years that Absalom said to 
the king, “Please let me go and pay 
my vow which I have vowed to the 
Lorp, in SHebron. 2 Sa 3:2,3 
8 “For your servant ®vowed a vow 
while I was living at Geshur in Aram, 
saying, ‘If the Lorp shall indeed bring 
me back to Jerusalem, then I will 
serve the Lorpb.’” 2.Sa 13:37, 38 
9 The king said to him, “Go in 
peace.” So he arose and went to He- 
bron. 

10 But Absalom sent spies 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, say- 
ing, “As soon as you hear the sound 
of the trumpet, then you shall say, ‘Ab- 
salom is king in Hebron.’” 

11 Then two hundred men went 
with Absalom from Jerusalem, who 
were invited and went innocently, and 
they did not know anything. 

12 And Absalom sent for 8Ahith- 
ophel the Gilonite, David’s counse- 
lor, from his city ®Giloh, while he 
was offering the sacrifices. And the 
conspiracy was strong, for the peo- 
ple increased continually with Absa- 
lom. 2 Sa 15:31 © Jos 15:51 © Ps 3:1 


David Flees Jerusalem 

13 Then a messenger came to 
David, saying, “The hearts of the men 
of Israel are with Absalom.” 

14 David said to all his servants 
who were with him at Jerusalem, 
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“RArise and let us flee, for otherwise 
none of us will escape from Absalom. 
Go in haste, or he will overtake us 
quickly and bring down calamity on 
us and strike the city with the edge of 
the sword.” 2 Sa 12:11; Ps 3: title 

15 Then the king’s servants said 
to the king, “Behold, your servants are 
ready to do whatever my lord the king 
chooses.” : 

16 So the king went out and all his 
household with him. But the king left 
ten concubines to keep the house. 

17 The king went out and all the 
people with him, and they stopped at 
the last house. Lit at his feet 

18 Now all his servants passed on 
beside him, Rall the Cherethites, all 
the Pelethites and all the Gittites, 8six 
hundred men who had come with 
him from Gath, passed on before the 
king. 2 Sa 8:18'¢ 1 Sa 23:13; 25:13; 30:1; 9 

19 Then the king said to ®Ittai the 
Gittite, “Why will you also go with us? 
Return and remain with the king, for 
you are a foreigner and.also an exile; 
return to your own place. 2'Sa 18:2 

20 “You came only yesterday, and 
shall I today make you wander with 
us, while 8] go where I will? Return 
and take back your brothers; mercy 
and truth be with you.” 15a 23:13 «2 Sa2:6 

21. But Ittai answered the king and 
said, “As the Lorp lives, and as my 
lord the king lives, surely }wherever 
my lord the king may be, whether for 
death or for life, there also your ser- 
vant will be.” Ru 1:16, 17; Pr 17:17 

22 Therefore David said to Ittai,; 
“Go and pass over.” So Ittai the Gittite 
passed over with all his men and all 
the little ones who were with him. 

23 While all the country was 
weeping with a loud voice, all the peo- 
ple passed over. The king also passed 
over ®the brook Kidron, and all the 
people passed over toward the way of 
the wilderness. 1 Ki 15:13; 2 Ch 29:16 

24 Now behold, ®Zadok also 
came, and all the Levites with him 
Rcarrying the ark of the covenant of 
God. And they set down the ark of 
God, and Abiathar came up until all 
the people had finished passing from 
the city. 2 Sa 8:17; 20:25 © Nu 4:15: 1 Sa 4:4,5 

25 The king said to Zadok, “Re- 
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turn the ark of God to the city. If I find 
favor in the sight of the Lorp, then He 
will bring me back again and show 
me both it and His habitation. 

26 “But if He should say thus, ‘81 
have no delight in you,’ behold, here I 
am, let Him do to me as seems good 
to Him.” 2 Sa 11:27; 1 Ch 21:7 © 1 Sa 3:18 

27 The king said also to Zadok the 
priest, “Are you not 8a seer? Return to 
the city in peace and your two sons 
with you, your son Ahimaaz and 
Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 15sa9:6-9 

28 “See, I am going to wait at the 
fords of the wilderness until word 
comes from you to inform me.” 

29 Therefore Zadok and Abiathar 
returned the ark of God to Jerusalem 
and remained there. 

30 And David went up the ascent 
of the Mount of Olives, and wept as 
he went, and ®his head was covered 
and he walked 8barefoot. Then all the 
people who were with him each cov- 
ered his head and went up weeping as 
they went. Es 6:12; Eze 24:17, 23 © Is 20:2-4 

31 Now someone told David, say- 
ing, “RAhithophel is among the con- 
spirators with Absalom.” And David 
said, “O Lorp, I pray, make the counsel 
of Ahithophel foolishness.” 2 Sa 15:12 

32 It happened as David was com- 
ing to the summit, where God was 
worshiped, that behold, Hushai the 
RArchite met him with his ‘coat torn 
and dust on his head. Jos 16:2 ¢ Or tunic 

33 David said to him, “If you pass 
over with me, then you will be 8a bur- 
den to me. 2 Sa 19:35 

34 “But if you return to the city, 
and ®say to Absalom, ‘I will be your 
servant, O king; as I have been your 
father’s servant in time past, so I will 
now be your servant, then you can 
thwart the counsel of Ahithophel for 
me 2 Sa 16:19 

35 “Are not Zadok and Abia- 
thar the priests with you there? So 
it shall be that whatever you hear 
from the king’s house, you shall re- 
port to Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests. 

36 “Behold their two sons are 
with them there, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s 
son and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; 
and by them you shall send me every- 
thing that you hear.” 2 Sa 15:27 

37 So Hushai, ®David’s friend, 
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came into the city, and Absalom came 
into Jerusalem. 2 Sa 16:16; 1 Ch 27:33 


Ziba, a False Servant 

Now when David had passed a 

little beyond the summit, be- 
hold, Ziba the servant of Mephi- 
bosheth met him with a couple of 
saddled donkeys, and on them were 
two hundred loaves of bread, a hun- 
dred clusters of raisins, a hundred 
summer fruits, and a jug of wine. 

2 The king said to Ziba, “Why do 
you have these?” And Ziba said, “&The 
donkeys are for the king’s household 
to ride, and the bread and summer 
fruit for the young men to eat, and the 
wine, for whoever is faint in the 
wilderness to drink.” Ju 10:4 ¢ 2 Sa 17:29 

3 Then the king said, “And where 
is 8your master’s son?” And Ziba said 
to the king, “Behold, he is staying in 
Jerusalem, for he said, “Today the 
house of Israel will restore the king- 
dom of my father to me.’” 2 Sa 9:9, 10 

4 So the king said to Ziba, “Be- 
hold, all that belongs to Mephi- 
bosheth is yours.” And Ziba said, “I 
prostrate myself; let me find favor in 
your sight, O my lord, the king!” 


David Is Cursed 

5 When King David came to 
Bahurim, behold, there came out from 
there a man of the family of the house 
of Saul whose name was Shimei, the 
son of Gera; he came out cursing con- 
tinually as he came. 

6 He threw stones at David and 
at all the servants of King David; and 
all the people and all the mighty men 
were at his right hand and at his left. 

7 Thus Shimei said when he 
cursed, “Get out, get out, you man of 
bloodshed, and worthless fellow! 

8 “RThe Lorp has returned upon 
you all ®the bloodshed of the house of 
Saul, in whose place you have reigned; 
and the Lorp has given the kingdom 
into the hand of your son Absalom. 
And behold, you are taken in your 
own evil, for you are a man of blood- 
shed!” 2. Sa 21:1-9 © 2 Sa 1:16; 3:28, 29; 4:11, 12 

9 Then RAbishai the son of 
Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should 
Rthis dead dog curse my lord the 
king? Let me go over now and cut off 
his head.” 1a 26:8; 2 Sa 19:21; Lk 9:54 « 2 Sa 9:8 
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10 But the king said, “What have I 
to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If 
he curses, and if the Lorp has told 
him, ‘Curse David,’ 8then who shall 
say, ‘Why have you done so?’” Ro 9:20 

11 Then David said to Abishai and 
to all his servants, “Behold, my son 
who came out from me seeks my life; 
how much more now this Benjamite? 
Let him alone and let him curse, for 
the Lorp has told him. 2. Sa 12:11 

12 “Perhaps the Lorp will look on 
my affliction and return good to me 
instead of his cursing this day.” 

13 So David and his men went on 
the way; and Shimei went along on 
the hillside parallel with him and as 
he went he cursed and cast stones and 
threw dust at him. 

14 The king and all the people 
who were with him arrived weary and 
he refreshed himself there. 


Absalom Enters Jerusalem 

15 Then Absalom and all the peo- 
ple, the men of Israel, entered 
Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with him. 

16 Now it came about when 
RHushai the Archite, David’s friend, 
came to Absalom, that }Hushai said 
to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long 
live the king!” 2 Sa 15:37 © 2 Sa 15:34 

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is 
this your ‘loyalty to your friend? 
RWhy did you not go with your 
friend?” Or kindness ¢ 2 Sa 19:25 

18 Then Hushai said to Absalom, 
“No! For whom the Lorp, this people, 
and all the men of Israel have chosen, 
his I will be, and with him I will re- 
main. 

19 “Besides, whom should I 
serve? Should I not serve in the pres- 
ence of his son? As I have served in 
your father’s presence, so I will be in 
your presence.” 2 Sa 15:34 

Then Absalom = said to 
Ahithophel, “Give your advice. What 
shall we do?” 

21 Ahithophel said to Absalom, 
“RGo in to your father’s concubines, 
whom he has left to keep the house; 
then all Israel will hear that you have 
made yourself odious to your father. 
The hands of all who are with you will 
also be strengthened.” 2 Sa 15:16; 20:3 

22 So they pitched a tent for Absa- 
lom on the roof, Sand Absalom went in 
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to his father’s concubines Rin the sight 
of all Israel. 2. Sa 15:16; 20:3 «2 Sa 12:11, 12 
23 The advice of Ahithophel, 
which he gave in those days, was as if 
one inquired of the word of God; so 
was all the advice of Ahithophel re- 
garded by both David and Absalom. 


Hushai’s Counsel 

l Pee: Ahithophel said to 
Absalom, “Please let me choose 

12,000 men that I may arise and pur- 

sue David tonight. { { 

2 “R] will come upon him while 
he is weary and exhausted and terrify 
him, so that all the people who are 
with him will flee. Then I will strike 
down the king alone, 2Sa 16:14 

3 and I will bring back all the 
people to you. The return of everyone 
depends on the man you seek; then 
all the people will be at peace.” 

4 So the plan pleased Absalom 
and all the elders of Israel. 

5 Then Absalom said, “Now call 
RHushai the Archite also, and let us 
hear what he has to say.” 2 Sa 15:32-34 

6 When Hushai had come to 
Absalom, Absalom said to tThim, 
“Ahithophel has spoken ‘thus. Shall 
we carry out his plan? If not, you 
speak.” Lit him, saying ¢ Lit according to this word 

7 So Hushai said to Absalom, 
“RThis time the advice that Ahithophel 
has given is not good.” 2 Sa 16:21 

Moreover, Hushai said, “You 
know your father and his men, that 
they are mighty men and they are 
fierce, 8like a bear robbed of her cubs 
in the field. And your father is an ex- 
pert in warfare, and will not spend the 
night with the people. Ho 13:8 

9 “Behold, he has now hidden 
himself in one of the ‘caves or in an- 
other place; and it will be when he 
falls on them at the first attack, that 
whoever hears it will say, ‘There has 
been a slaughter among the people 
who follow Absalom.’ Lit pits 

10 “And even the one who is 
valiant, whose heart is like the heart 
of a lion, ®will completely "lose heart; 
for all Israel knows that your father is 
a mighty man and those who are with 
him are valiant men. Jos 2:9-11 © Lit melt 

11 “But I counsel that all Israel be 
surely gathered to you, ®from Dan 
even to Beersheba, as the sand that is 


359 


by the sea in abundance, and that you 
personally go into battle. 1 Sa 3:20 

12 “So we shall come to him in 
one of the places where he can be 
found, and we will fall on him Ras the 
dew falls on the ground; and of him 
and of all the men who are with him, 
not even one will be left. — Ps 110:3; mi5:7 

13 “If he withdraws into a city, 
then all Israel shall bring ropes to that 
city, and we will ®drag it into the 'val- 
ley until not even a small stone is 
found there.” Mi 1:6 Or wadi 

14 Then Absalom and all the men 
of Israel said, “The counsel of Hushai 
the Archite is better than the counsel 
of Ahithophel.” For the Lorp had or- 
dained to thwart the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, so that the Lorp might 
bring calamity on Absalom. 


Hushai’s Warning Saves David 

15 Then ®Hushai said to Zadok 
and to Abiathar the priests, “This is 
what Ahithophel counseled Absalom 
and the elders of Israel, and this is 
what I have counseled. 2 Sa 15:35, 36 

16 “Now therefore, send quickly 
and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend 
the night at the fords of the wilder- 
ness, but by all means cross over, or 
else the king and all the people who 
are with him will be destroyed.” 

17 ®Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz 
were staying at %En-rogel, and a 
maidservant would go and tell them, 
and they would go and tell King 
David, for they could not be seen en- 
tering the city. 2 Sa 15:27, 36 © Jos 15:7; 18:16 

18 But a lad did see them and told 
Absalom; so the two of them departed 
quickly and came to the house of a 
man ®in Bahurim, who had a well in 
his courtyard, and they went down 
Tinto it. 2 Sa 3:16; 16:5 ¢ Lit there 

19 And ®the woman took a cover- 
ing and spread it over the well’s 
mouth and scattered grain on it, so 
that nothing was known. Jos 2:4-6 

20 Then Absalom’s servants came 
to the woman at the house and said, 
“Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” 
And ®the woman said to them, “They 
have crossed the brook of water.” 
And when they searched and could 
not find them, they returned to 
Jerusalem. Le 19:11; Jos 2:3-5; 1 Sa 19:12-17 

21 It came about after they had 
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departed that they came up out of the 
well and went and told King David; 
and they said to David, “RArise and 
cross over the water quickly for thus 
Ahithophel has counseled against 

oi 2 Sa 17:15, 16 

22. Then David and all the people 
who were with him arose and crossed 
the Jordan; and by ‘dawn not even 
one remained who had not crossed 
the Jordan. Lit the light of the morning 

23 Now when Ahithophel saw that 
his counsel was not followed, he sad- 
dled his donkey and arose and went 
to his home, to his city, and set his 
house in order, and strangled himself; 
thus he died and was buried in the 
grave of his father 

24 Then David came to ®Ma- 
hanaim. And Absalom crossed the 
Jordan, he and all the men of Israel 
with him. Ge 32:2, 10; 2 Sa 2:8 

25 Absalom set Amasa over the 
army in place of Joab. Now Amasa 
was the son of a man whose name 
was Ithra the Israelite, who went in to 
Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sis- 
ter of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 

26 And Israel and Absalom 
camped in the land of Gilead. 

27 Now when David had come to 
Mahanaim, Shobi the son of Nahash 
from Rabbah of the sons of Ammon, 
Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo- 
debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from 
Rogelim, 1 Sa 11:1; 2 Sa 10:1, 2 © 2 Sa 12:26, 29 

28 brought beds, basins, pottery, 
wheat, barley, flour, parched grain, 
beans, lentils, parched seeds, 

29 honey, curds, sheep, and cheese 
of the herd, for David and for the peo- 
ple who were with him, to eat; for they 
said, “The people are hungry and 
weary and thirsty in the wilderness.” 


Absalom Slain 

] Then David numbered the peo- 
ple who were with him and set 

over them commanders of thousands 

and commanders of hundreds. 

2 David sent the people out, one 
third under the command of Joab, one 
third under the command of Abishai 
the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, 
and one third under the command of 
Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to 
the people, “I myself will surely go out 
with you also.” 
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3 But the people said, “You 
should not go out; for if we indeed 
flee, they will not care about us; even 
if half of us die, they will not care 
about us. But you are worth ten thou- 
sand of us; therefore now it is better 
that you be ready to help us from the 

4 Then the king said to them, 
“Whatever seems best to you I will 
do.” So 8the king stood beside the 
gate, and all the people went out by 
hundreds and thousands. 2 Sa 18:24 

5 The king charged Joab and 
Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently 
for my sake with the young man Ab- 
salom.” And Rall the people heard 
when the king charged all the com- 
manders concerning Absalom. 2 Sa 18:12 

6 Then the people went out into 
the field against Israel, and the battle 
took place in the forest of Ephraim. 

7 The people of Israel were 'de- 
feated there before the servants of 
David, and the slaughter there that 
day was great, 20,000 men. Lit smitten 

8 For the battle there was spread 
over the whole countryside, and the 
forest devoured more people that day 
than the sword devoured. 

9 Now Absalom happened to 
meet the servants of David. For Absa- 
lom was riding on his mule, and the 
mule went under the thick branches 
of a great oak. And ®his head caught 
fast in the oak, so he was "left hang- 
ing between heaven and earth, while 
the mule that was under him kept 
going. 2 Sa 14:26 ¢ Lit placed 

10 When a certain man saw it, he 
told Joab and said, “Behold, I saw Ab- 
salom hanging in an oak.” 

11 Then Joab said to the man who 
had told him, “Now behold, you saw 
him! Why then did you not strike him 
there to the ground? And I would have 
ae you ten pieces of silver and a 

e y 

12 The man said to Joab, “Even if 
I should receive a thousand pieces of 
silver in my hand, I would not put out 
my hand against the king’s son; for in 
our hearing the king charged you and 
Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Protect for 
me the young man Absalom!’ 

13 “Otherwise, if I had dealt 
treacherously against his life (and 
Rthere is nothing hidden from the 
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king), then you yourself would have 
stood aloof.” 2 Sa 14:19, 20 
14 Then Joab said, “I will not 
Twaste time here with you.” So he 
took three spears in his hand and 
thrust them through the heart of Ab- 
salom while he was yet alive in the 
midst of the oak. Lit tarry thus ¢ 2 Sa 14:30 
15 And ten young men who car- 
ried Joab’s armor gathered around 
and struck Absalom and killed him. 
16 Then 8Joab blew the trumpet, 
and the people returned from pursu- 
ing Israel, for Joab restrained the peo- 
le. 2 Sa 2:28; 20:22 
17 They took Absalom and cast 
him into Ta deep pit in the forest and 
Rerected over him a very great heap 
of stones. And all Israel fled, each to 
his tent. Lit the great + De 21:20, 21; Jos 7:26: 8:29 
18 Now Absalom in his lifetime 
had taken and set up for himself a pil- 
lar which is in the King’s Valley, for he 
said, “I have no son to preserve my 
name.” So he named the pillar after 
his own name, and it is called Absa- 
lom’s Monument to this day. 


David Is Grief-stricken 

19 Then RAhimaaz the son of 
Zadok said, “Please let me run and 
bring the king news &that the Lorp 
has 'freed him from the hand of his 
enemies.” 2 Sa 15:36 2 Sa 18:31 « Lit vindicated 

20 But Joab said to him, “You are 
not the man to carry news this day, 
but you shall carry news another 
day; however, you shall carry no 
news today because the king’s son is 
dead.” 

21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, 
“Go, tell the king what you have seen.” 
So the Cushite bowed to Joab and 
ran. 

22 Now Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok said once more to Joab, “But 
whatever happens, please let me also 
run after the Cushite.” And Joab said, 
“Why would you run, my son, since 
you will have no reward for going?” 

23 “But whatever happens,” he 
said, “I will run.” So he said to him, 
“Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by way of 
the plain and passed up the Cushite. 

24 Now David was sitting be- 
tween the two gates; and the watch- 
man went up to the roof of the gate by 
the wall, and raised his eyes and 
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looked, and behold, a man running by 
himself. 2 Sa 19:8 © 2 Sa 13:34; 2 Ki 9:17 

25 The watchman called and told 
the king. And the king said, “If he is 
by himself there is good news in his 
mouth.” And he came nearer and 
nearer. 

26 Then the watchman saw an- 
other man running; and the watch- 
man called to the gatekeeper and 
said, “Behold, another man running 
by himself. ” And the king said, “This 
one also is bringing good news.” 

27 The watchman said, “I Tthink 
the running of the first one is like the 
running of Ahimaaz the son of 
Zadok.” And the king said, “®This is a 
good man and comes with good 
news.” Lit see © 2 Ki 9:20 e J Ki 1:42 

28 Ahimaaz called and said to the 
king, “FAll is well.” And he prostrated 
himself before the king with his face 
to the ground. And he said, “Blessed is 
the Lorp your God, who has delivered 
up the men who lifted their hands 
against my lord the king.” 

29 The king said, “®Is it well with 
the young man Absalom?” And Ahi- 
maaz answered, “When Joab sent the 
king’s servant, and your servant, I 
saw a great tumult, but I did not know 
what it was.” 2 Sa 20:9; 2 Ki 4:26 

30 Then the king said, “Turn aside 
and stand here.” So he turned aside 
and stood still. 

31 Behold, the Cushite arrived, 
and the Cushite said, “Let my lord the 
king receive good news, for the Lorp 
has freed you this day from the hand 
of all those who rose up against you.” 

32 Then the king said to the 
Cushite, “Is it well with the young 
man Absalom?” And the Cushite an- 
swered, “Let the enemies of my lord 
the king, and all who rise up against 
you for evil, be as that young man!” 

33 TThe king was deeply moved 
and went up to the chamber over the 
gate and wept. And thus he said as he 
walked, “RO my son Absalom, my son, 
my son Absalom! ®Would I had died 
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, 
my son!” Ch 19:1 in He + 2 Sa 19:4 ¢ Ex 32:32; Ro 9:3 


Joab Reproves David’s Lament 

1 Then it was told Joab, “Behold, 
Rthe king is weeping and 

mourns for Absalom.” 2. Sa 18:5, 14 
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2 The victory that day was 
turned to mourning for all the people, 
for the people heard it said that day, 
“The king is grieved for his son.” 

3 So the people went by stealth 
into the city that day, as people who 
are humiliated steal away when they 
flee in battle. 

4 The king ®covered his face and 
Tcried out with a loud voice, “RO my 
son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!” > 2 Sa 15:30 © Lit the king cried ¢ 2 Sa 18:33 

5 Then Joab came into the house 
to the king and said, “Today you have 
covered with shame the faces of all 
your servants, who today have saved 
your life and the lives of your sons 
and daughters, the lives of your wives, 
and the lives of your concubines, 

6 by loving those who hate you, 
and by hating those who love you. For 
you have shown today that princes 
and servants are nothing to you; for I 
know this day that if Absalom were 
alive and all of us were dead today, 
then you would be pleased. 

7 “Now therefore arise, go out 
and speak kindly to your servants, for 
I swear by the Lorp, if you do not go 
out, surely not a man will pass the 
night with you, and this will be worse 
for you than all the evil that has come 
upon you from your youth until now.” 


David Restored as King 

8 So the king arose and Sat in the 
gate. When they told all the people, 
saying, “Behold, the king is sitting in 
the gate,” then all the people came be- 


fore the king. 
Now &Israel had fled, each to his 
tent. 2 Sa 15:2; 18:24 © 2 Sa 18:17 


9 All the people were quarreling 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, say- 
ing, “kThe king delivered us from the 
hand of our enemies and ®saved us 
from the hand of the Philistines, but 
now &he has fled out of the land from 
Absalom. 2'Sa8:1-14 + 2 Sa 5:20; 8:1 2 Sa 15:14 

10 “However, Absalom, whom we 
anointed over us, has died in battle. 
Now then, why are you silent about 
bringing the king back?” 

11 Then King David sent to 
RZadok and Abiathar the priests, say- 
ing, “Speak to the elders of Judah, 
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saying, ‘Why are you the last to bring 
the king back to his house, since the 
word of all Israel has come to the 
king, even to his house? 2. Sa 15:29 

12 ‘You are my brothers; you are 
my bone and my flesh. Why then 
should you be the last to bring back 
the king?’ 2Sa5:1 

13 “Say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my 
bone and my flesh? May God do so to 
me, and more also, if you will not be 
commander of the army before me 
continually in place of Joab.” 

14. Thus he turned the hearts of all 
the men of Judah as one man, so that 
they sent word to the king, saying, 
“Return, you and all your servants.” 

15 The king then returned and 
came as far as the Jordan. And Judah 
came to 8Gilgal in order to go to meet 
the king, to bring the king across the 
Jordan. Jos 5:9; 1 Sa 11:14, 15 

16 Then 8Shimei the son of Gera, 
the Benjamite who was from 
Bahurim, hurried and came down 
with the men of Judah to meet King 
David. 2 Sa 16:5-13; 1 Ki 2:8 

17 There were a thousand men of 
Benjamin with him, with ®Ziba the 
servant of the house of Saul, and his 
fifteen sons and his twenty servants 
with him; and they rushed to the Jor- 
dan before the king. 2 Sa 16:1-4; 19:26, 27 

18 Then they kept crossing the 
ford to bring over the king’s house- 
hold, and to do what was good in his 
sight. And Shimei the son of Gera fell 
down before the king as he was about 
to cross the Jordan. 

19 So he said to the king, “Let not 
my lord consider me guilty, nor re- 
member what your servant did wrong 
on the day when my lord the king 
came out from Jerusalem, so that the 
king would 'take it to heart. Lit set 

20 “For your servant knows that I 
have sinned; therefore behold, I have 
come today, ®the first of all the house 
of Joseph to go down to meet my lord 
the king.” 2 Sa 16:5 

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
said, ““Should not Shimei be put to 
death for this, because he cursed the 
Lorb’s anointed?” 2 Sa 16:7, 8 © Ex 22:28 

22 David then said, “What have I 
to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah, that 
you should this day be an adversary 
to me? RShould any man be put to 
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death in Israel today? For do I not 
know that I am king over Israel 
today?” 2 Sa 3:39; 16:9, 10 ¢ 1 Sa 11:13 

23 The king said to Shimei, “RYOU 
shall not die.” Thus the king swore to 
him. 1 Ki2:8 

24 Then ®Mephibosheth the "son 
of Saul came down to meet the king; 
and ®he had neither cared for his feet, 
nor trimmed his mustache, nor 
washed his clothes, from the day the 
king departed until the day he came 
home in peace. 2. Sa 9:6-10 ¢ 2 Sa 12:20 

25 It was when he came from 
Jerusalem to meet the king, that the 
king said to him, ““Why did you not 
go with me, Mephibosheth?” 25a 16:17 

26 So he answered, “O my lord, 
the king, my servant deceived me; for 
your servant said, ‘I will saddle a don- 
key for myself that I may ride on it 
and go with the king,’ because your 
servant is lame. 2Sa 9:3 

27 “Moreover, ®he has slandered 
your servant to my lord the king; but 
my lord the king is ®like the angel of 
God, therefore do what is good in 
your sight. 2 Sa 16:3, 4 © 2 Sa 14:17, 20 

28 “For Rall my father’s household 
was nothing but dead men before my 
lord the king; 8yet you set your ser- 
vant among those who ate at your 
own table. What right do I have yet 
that I should ‘complain anymore to 
the king?” 2a 21:6-9 « 2 Sa 9:7, 10, 13 ¢ Lit cry out 

29 So the king said to him, “Why 
do you still speak of your affairs? I 
have ‘decided, ‘You and Ziba shall di- 
vide the land.’” Lit said 

30 Mephibosheth said to the king, 
“Let him even take it all, since my lord 
the king has come safely to his own 
house.” 

31 Now Barzillai the Gileadite had 
come down from Rogelim; and he 
went on to the Jordan with the king to 
Tescort him over the Jordan. Lit send 

32 Now Barzillai was very old, 
being eighty years old; and he had 
Rsustained the king while he stayed at 
Mahanaim, for he was a very great 
man. ) 2 Sa 17:27-29 

33 The king said to Barzillai, “You 
cross over with me and I will sustain 
you in Jerusalem with me.” 

34 But Barzillai said to the king, 


19:24 I.e. grandson 
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“RHow long have I yet to live, that I 
should go up with the king to 
Jerusalem? Ge 47:8 

35 “I am now Reighty years old. 
Can I distinguish between good and 
bad? Or can your servant taste what I 
eat or what I drink? Or can I hear any- 
more "the voice of singing men and 
women? ®Why then should your ser- 
vant be an added burden to my lord 
the king? Ps 90:10 * Ec 2:8; Is 5:11, 12 © 2 Sa 15:33 

36 “Your servant would merely 
cross over the Jordan with the king. 
Why should the king compensate me 
with this reward? 

37 “Please let your servant return, 
that I may die in my own city near the 
grave of my father and my mother. 
However, here is your’ servant 
Chimham, let him cross over with my 
lord the king, and do for him what is 
good in your sight.” 

38 The king answered, “Chimham 
shall cross over with me, and I will do 
for him what is good in your sight; 
and whatever you ‘require of me, I 
will do for you.” Lit choose 

39 All the people crossed over the 
Jordan and the king crossed too. The 
king then kissed Barzillai and 
blessed him, and he returned to his 
place. Ge 31:55; Ru 1:14; 2 Sa 14:33 

40 Now the king went on to Gilgal, 
and Chimham went on with him; and 
all the people of Judah and also half 
the people of Israel 'accompanied the 
king. 2 Sa 19:9, 10 Lit crossed over with 

4] And behold, all the men of Is- 
rael came to the king and said to the 
king, “RWhy had our brothers ®the 
men of Judah stolen you away, and 
brought the king and his household 
and all David’s men with him over the 
Jordan?” Ju 8:1; 12:1 © 2 Sa 19:11, 12 

42 Then all the men of Judah an- 
swered the men of Israel, “Because 
the king is a close relative to ‘us. 
Why then are you angry about this 
matter? Have we eaten at all at the 
king’s expense, or has anything been 
taken for us?” 2 Sa 19:12 * Lit me 

43 But the men of Israel answered 
the men of Judah and said, “®We have 
ten parts in the king, therefore we 
also have more claim on David than 
you. Why then did you treat us with 
contempt? Was it not our advice first 
to bring back our king?” Yet the 
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words of the men of Judah were 
harsher than the words of the men of 
Israel. 2 Sa 5:1; 1 Ki 11:30, 31 


Sheba’s Revolt 
2 Now 8a worthless fellow hap- 
pened to be there whose name 
was Sheba, the son of ®Bichri, a Ben- 
eo and he blew the trumpet and 
said, 
“We have no portion in David, 
Nor do we have inheritance in 
the son of Jesse; 
Every man to his tents, O 
Israel!” 2 Sa 16:7 © Ge 46:21 

2 So all the men of Israel Twith- 
drew from following David and fol- 
lowed Sheba the son of Bichri; but the 
men of Judah ‘remained steadfast to 
their king, from the Jordan even to 
Jerusalem. Lit went up ° Lit clung to 

3 Then David came to his house 
at Jerusalem, and the king took the 
ten women, the concubines whom he 
had left to keep the house, and placed 
them under guard and provided them 
with sustenance, but did not go in to 
them. So they were shut up until the 
day of their death, living as widows. 

4 Then the king said to Amasa, 
“Call out the men of Judah for me 
within three days, and be present here 
yourself.” 2 Sa 17:25: 19:13 

5 So Amasa went to call out the 
men of Judah, but he 8delayed longer 
than the set time which he had ap- 
pointed him. 1 Sa 13:8 

6 And David said to ®Abishai, 
“Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do 
us more harm than Absalom; ®take 
your lord’s servants and pursue him, 
so that he does not find for himself 
fortified cities and escape from our 
sight.” 2 Sa 21:17 © 2 Sa 11:11; 1 Ki 1:33 

7 So Joab’s men went out after 
him, along with the Cherethites and 
the Pelethites and all the mighty men; 
and they went out from Jerusalem to 
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 

8 When they were at the large 
stone which is in ®Gibeon, Amasa 
came to meet them. Now Joab was 
dressed in his military attire, and over 
it was a belt with a sword in its sheath 
fastened at his waist; and as he went 
forward, it fell out. 2 Sa 2:13; 3:30 

9 Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well 
with you, my brother?” And ®Joab 
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took Amasa by the beard with his 
right hand to kiss him. Ma 26:49 


Amasa Murdered 

10 But Amasa was not on guard 
against the sword which was in Joab’s 
hand so-he struck him in the belly 
with it and poured out his inward 
parts on the ground, and did not 
strike him again, and he died. Then 
Joab and Abishai his brother pursued 
Sheba the son of Bichri. 

11 Now there stood by him one of 
Joab’s young men, and said, “Who- 
ever favors Joab and whoever is for 
David, 8let him follow Joab.” 28a 20:13 

12 But Amasa lay wallowing in his 
blood in the middle of the highway. 
And when the man saw that all the 
people stood still, he removed Amasa 
from the highway into the field and 
threw a garment over him when he 
saw that everyone who came by him 
stood still. Lit caused to turn 


Revolt Put Down 

13 As soon as he was removed 
from the highway, all the men passed 
on after Joab to pursue Sheba the son 
of Bichri. 

14 Now he went through all the 
tribes of Israel to Abel, even Beth- 
maacah, and all the Berites; and they 
were gathered together and also went 
after him. 

15 They came and besieged him in 
RAbel Beth-maacah, and 8they cast up 
a siege ramp against the city, and it 
stood by the rampart; and all the peo- 
ple who were with Joab were wreak- 
ing destruction in order to topple the 
wall. 1 Ki 15:20; 2 Ki 15:29 © 2 Ki 19:32; Eze 4:2 

16 Then 8a wise woman called 
from the city, “Hear, hear! Please tell 
Joab, ‘Come here that I may speak 
with you.” 2 Sa 14:2 

17 So he approached her, and the 
woman said, “Are you Joab?” And he 
answered, “I am.” Then she said to 
him, “Listen to the words of your 
maidservant.” And he answered, “I am 
listening.” 

18 Then she spoke, saying, “For- 
merly they used to say, ‘They will 
surely ask advice at Abel,’ and thus 
they ended the dispute. 

19 “I am of those who are peace- 
able and faithful in Israel. "You are 
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seeking to destroy a city, even a 
mother in Israel. Why would you 
swallow up ®the inheritance of the 
Lorp?”> De 20:10 ¢ 1 Sa 26:19; 2 Sa 14:16; 21:3 

20 Joab replied, “Far be it, far be it 
from me that I should swallow up or 


destroy! 
21 “Such is not the case. But a 
man from &the hill country of 


Ephraim, ®Sheba the son of Bichri by 
name, has lifted up his hand against 
King David. Only hand him over, and 
I will depart from the city.” And the 
woman said to Joab, “Behold, his 
head will be thrown to you over the 
wall.” Jos 24:33 © 2 Sa 20:2 
22 Then the woman ®wisely came 
to all the people. And they cut off the 
head of Sheba the son of Bichri and 
threw it to Joab. So ®he blew the 
trumpet, and they were dispersed 
from the city, each to his tent. Joab 
also returned to the king at Jeru- 
salem. 2. Sa 20:16; Ec 9:13-16 © 2 Sa 20:1 
23 RNow Joab was over the whole 
army of Israel, and Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites 
and the Pelethites; 2 Sa 8:16-18; 1 Ki 4:3-6 
24 and Adoram was over the 
forced labor, and Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud was the recorder; 1ki4:3 
25 and Sheva was scribe, and 
Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 
26 and Ira the Jairite was also a 
priest to David. 


Gibeonite Revenge 
2 eow there was 8a famine in the 
days of David for three years, 
year after year; and 8David sought the 
presence of the Lorp. And the Lorp 
said, “It is for Saul and his bloody 
house, because he put the Gibeonites 
to death.” Ge 12:10; 26:1; 42:5 ¢ Nu 27:21 
_ 2 So the king called _ the 
Gibeonites and spoke to them (now 
the Gibeonites were not of the sons of 
Israel but of the remnant of the Amor- 
ites, and ®the sons of Israel made a 
covenant with them, but Saul had 
sought to kill them in his zeal for the 
sons of Israel and Judah). Jos 9:3, 15-20 
_ 3 Thus David said to the Gibeo- 
nites, “What should I do for you? And 
how can I make atonement that you 
may bless 8the inheritance of the 
Lorp?” 1 Sa 26:19: 2 Sa 20:19 
4 Then the Gibeonites said to 
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him, “RWe have no concern of silver 
or gold with Saul or his house, nor is 
it for us to put any man to death in Is- 
rael.” And he said, “I will do for you 
whatever you say.” Nu 35:31, 32 
5 So they said to the king, “The 
man who consumed us and who 
planned to exterminate us from re- 
maining within any border of Israel, 

__ 6 let seven men from his sons be 
given to us, and we will hang them 
Rbefore the Lorp in Gibeah of Saul, 
the chosen of the Lorp.” And the king 
said, “I will give them.” Nu 25:4 

7 But the king spared Mephi- 
bosheth, the son of Jonathan the son 
of Saul, because of the oath of the 
LorpD which was between them, be- 
tween David and Saul’s son Jonathan. 

8 So the king took the two sons 
of 8Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, Ar- 
moni and Mephibosheth whom she 
had borne to Saul, and the five sons of 
Merab the daughter of Saul, whom 
she had borne to Adriel the son of 
Barzillai the Meholathite. 2 Sa 3:7 

9 Then he gave them into the 
hands of the Gibeonites, and they 
hanged them in the mountain before 
the Lorp, so that the seven of them 
fell together; and they were put to 
death in the first days of harvest at the 
beginning of barley harvest. 

10 And Rizpah the daughter of 
Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for 
herself on the rock, from the begin- 
ning of harvest until it rained on them 
from the sky; and ®she allowed nei- 
ther the birds of the sky to rest on 
them by day nor the beasts of the field 
by night. De 21:23 * 1 Sa 17:44, 46 

11 When it was told David what 
Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the con- 
cubine of Saul, had done, 

12 then David went and took ®the 
bones of Saul and the bones of 
Jonathan his son from the men of 
Jabesh-gilead, who had stolen them 
from the open square of Beth-shan, 
where the Philistines had hanged 
them on the day the Philistines struck 
down Saul in Gilboa. 1 Sa 31:11-13 

13 He brought up the bones of 
Saul and the bones of Jonathan his 
son from there, and they gathered the 
bones of those who had _ been 
Thanged. Lit exposed 

14 They buried the bones of Saul 
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and Jonathan his son in the country of 
Benjamin in ®Zela, in the grave of 
Kish his father; thus they did all that 
the king commanded, and after that 
RGod was moved by prayer for the 
land. Jos 18:28 © Jos 7:26: 2 Sa 24:25 

15 Now when the Philistines were 
at war again with Israel, David went 
down and his servants with him; and 
as they fought against the Philistines, 
David became weary. 

16 Then Ishbi-benob, who was 
among the descendants of the ‘giant, 
the weight of whose spear was three 
hundred shekels of bronze in weight, 
was girded with a new sword, and he 
intended to kill David. Heb Raphah 

17 But RAbishai the son of 
Zeruiah helped him, and struck the 
Philistine and killed him. Then the 
men of David swore to him, saying, 
“RYou shall not go out again with us to 
battle, so that you do not extinguish 
the lamp of Israel.” —_2'Sa 20:6-10 2 Sa 18:3 

18 RNow it came about after this 
that there was war again with the 
Philistines at Gob; then ®Sibbecai the 
Hushathite struck down Saph, who 
was among the descendants of the 
Tgjant. 1 Ch 20:4-8 © 1 Ch 11:29; 27:11 © Heb Raphah 

19 There was war with the 
Philistines again at Gob, and Elhanan 
the son of Jaare-oregim the Bethle- 
hemite ‘killed Goliath the Gittite, the 
shaft of whose spear was like a 
weaver’s beam. Lit smote * 1 Sa 17:7 

20 There was war at Gath again, 
where there was a man of great 
stature who had six fingers on each 
hand and six toes on each foot, twenty- 
four in number; and he also had been 
born &to the giant. 2, Sa 21:16, 18 

21 When he _ defied Israel, 
Jonathan the son of Shimei, David’s 
brother, struck him down. 

22 ®These four were born to the 
Tgiant in Gath, and they fell by the 
hand of David and by the hand of his 
servants. 1 Ch 20:8 ¢ Heb Raphah 


David’s Psalm of Deliverance 
2 Diten David spoke ®the words of 
this song to the Lorp in the day 
that the Lorp delivered him from the 
hand of all his enemies and from the 
hand of Saul. Ps 18:2-50 ° Ex 15:1; De 31:30 
2 He said, 
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“The Lorp is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer; 

3 RMy God, my rock, in whom I 
take refuge, 

My shield and 8the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold 
and my refuge; 

My savior, You save me from 
violence. De 32:4, 37; 1 Sa 2:2 ¢ Lk 1:69 

“T call upon the Lorp, ®who is 
worthy to be praised, 

And I am saved from my 
enemies. Ps 48:1; 96:4 

5 “For the waves of death 

encompassed me; 
RThe torrents of destruction 


fais 


overwhelmed me; Ps 69:14, 15 
6 ®The cords of Sheol 
surrounded me; 
The snares of death 
confronted me. Ps 116:3 


7 “In my distress I called upon 
the Lorp, 
Yes, I ‘cried to my God; 
And from His temple He 
heard my voice, 
And my cry for help came into 
His ears. — Ps 116-4; 120:1 « Or called 
8 “Then 8the earth shook and 
quaked, 
RThe foundations of heaven 
were trembling 
And were shaken, because He 
WaS angry. Ju 5:4; Ps 97:4 ¢ Job 26:11 
9 “Smoke went up out of His 
nostrils, 
Fire from His mouth 
devoured; 
Coals were kindled by it. 
10 “He bowed the heavens also, 
and came down 
With thick darkness under His 


feet. 
11 “RAnd He rode on a cherub and 
flew; 
And He appeared on the 
wings of the wind. 2 Sa 6:2 
12 “And He made darkness 
Tcanopies around Him, 
A mass of waters, thick clouds 
of the sky. Job 36:29 ¢ Or pavilions 
13 “From the brightness before 
Him 
Coals of fire were kindled. 
14“8The Lorp thundered from 


heaven, 
And the Most High uttered 
His voice. Job 37:2-5; Ps 29:3 
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15 “And He sent out arrows, and 
scattered them, 
Lightning, and routed them. 
16 “Then the channels of the sea 
appeared, 
The foundations of the world 
~ were laid bare 
By the rebuke of the Lorp, 
RAt the blast of the breath of 
His nostrils. Ex 15:8; Na 1:4 
17 “8He sent from on high, He 


took me; 
RHe drew me out of many 
waters. Ps 144:7 © Ex 2:10 


18 “He delivered me from my 
strong enemy, 
From those who hated me, 
for they were too strong 


for me. 
19 “They confronted me in the day 
of my calamity, 
RBut the Lorp was my 


support. Ps 23:4 
20 “RHe also brought me forth into 
a broad place; 

He rescued me, because He 

delighted in me. Ps 31:8; 118:5 
21 “The Lorp has rewarded me 

according to my 

righteousness; 

RAccording to the cleanness of 
my hands He has 
recompensed me. Ps 24:4 

22 “For I have kept the ways of the 
Lorp, 

And have not acted wickedly 
against my God. 

23 “For all His ordinances were 
before me, 

And as for His statutes, I did 
not depart from "them.  Litit 

24 “®] was also blameless toward 


im, 
And I kept myself from my 
iniquity. Ge 6:9; 7:1; Ep 1:4; Col 1:21, 22 
ye 25 “RTherefore the Lorp has 
recompensed me according 
to my righteousness, 
According to my cleanness 
before His eyes. 2 Sa 22:21 
26 “With the kind You show 


Yourself kind, 
With the blameless You show 
_ Yourself blameless; = Ma5:7 
27 With the pure You show 
Yourself pure, 


% 22:4-7 3% 22:95-96 
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And with the perverted You 
show Yourself astute. 
28 “And You save an afflicted 
people; 
But Your eyes are on the 
haughty whom You abase. 
~~ 29 CHoHEON are my lamp, O 
LorpD; 
And the Lorp illumines my 
darkness. 
30 “8For by You I can Frun upon a 
troop; 
as wit ‘God I can leap over a 
2 Sa 5:6-8 
31 aRAS. foe God, His way is 
blameless; 
The word of the Lorp is 
tested; 
He is a shield to all who take 
refuge in Him. De 32:4: Ma 5:48 
32 “RFor who is God, besides the 


LorpD? 
RAnd who is a rock, besides 
our God? 1 Sa 2:2 ©2 Sa 22:2 


33 “RGod is my strong fortress; 
And He sets the blameless in 
His way. 2 Sa 22:2: Ps 31:3, 4 
34 is makes my feet like hinds’ 
eet, 
And sets me on my high 
places. 2 Sa 2:18; Hab 3:19 
35 “RHe trains my hands for 
battle, 
RSo that my arms can bend a 
bow of bronze. Ps 144:1 « Job 20:24 
36 “You have also given me ®the 
shield of Your salvation, 
And Your Thelp makes me 
great. Ep 6:16, 17 © Lit answering 
37 “You enlarge my steps under 


me, 
And my feet have not slipped. 
38 “I pursued my enemies and 
Rdestroyed them, 
And I did not turn back until 
they were consumed. £x 15:9 
39 “And I have devoured them and 
shattered them, so that they 
did not rise; 
And they fell under my feet. 
40 “For You have girded me with 
strength for battle; 
You have ‘subdued under me 
Rthose who rose up against 
me. Lit caused to bow down ® Ps 44:5 
4] “You have also made my 
enemies turn their backs to 
me, 
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And I destroyed those who 
hated me. Ex 23:27; Jos 10:24 

42 “They looked, but there was 
none to save; 

Even to the Lorp, but He did 
not answer them. Is 17:7, 8 

43 “Then I pulverized them as the 
dust of the earth; 

I crushed and stamped them 
as the mire of the streets. 

44 “RYou have also delivered me 
from the contentions of my 
people; 

You have kept me as head of 
the nations; 
A people whom I have not 
known serve me. 2Sa3:1; 19:9, 14 
45 “8Foreigners pretend obedience 


to me; 
As soon as they hear, they 
obey me. Ps 66:3; 81:15 


46 “Foreigners "lose heart, 
And come trembling out of 
their fortresses. Lit languish 
47 “The Lorp lives, and blessed be 
my rock; 
And exalted be God, the rock 
of my salvation, 
48 The God who executes 
vengeance for me, 
RAnd brings down peoples 
under me, Ps 144:2 
49 Who also brings me out from 
my enemies; 
You even lift me above ®those 
who rise up against me; 
RYou rescue me from the 
violent man. Ps 44:5 « Ps 140:1, 4, 11 
50 “Therefore I will give thanks 
to You, O Lorp, among the 
nations, 
And I moe sing praises to Your 
nam Ro 15:9 
51 “8He is A tower of Fdeliverance 
to His king, 
And shows lovingkindness to 
His anointed, 
To David and his descendants 
forever.” Ps 144:10 


David’s Last Song 
2 ep FN these are the last words of 
David. 
David the son of Jesse 
declares, 


% 22:29-36 22:30 Orcrushatroop 22:51 Le. 
victories; lit salvation 
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RThe man who was raised on 
high declares, 
The anointed of the God of 
Jacob, 
And ae sweet psalmist of 
Isr. 2 Sa 7:8, 9; Ps 78:70, 71 
2 “The cae of the Lorp spoke 
by me, 
os an word was on my 
Ma 22:43; 2 Pe 1:21 
3“The God. of Israel said, 
The Rock of Israel spoke to 
me, 
‘He who rules over men 
righteously, 
Who rules in the fear of God, 
4 Is as the light of the morning 
when the sun rises, 
A morning without clouds, 
When the tender grass springs 
out of the earth, 
Through sunshine after rain.’ 
5 “Truly is not my house so with 
God? 
For 8He has made an 
everlasting covenant with 


me, 
Ordered in all things, and 
secured; 
For all my salvation and all 
my desire, 
Will He not indeed make it 
grow? 2 Sa 7:12-16; Ps 89:29; Is 55:3 
6 “RBut the worthless, every one 
of them will be thrust away 
like thorns, 
Because they cannot be taken 


in hand; Ma 13:41 
7 But the man who touches 
them 


Must be armed with iron and 
the shaft of a spear, 

And &they will be completely 
burned with fire in their 


place.” Ma 3:10; 13:30; He 6:8 


His Mighty Men 

8 These are the names of the 
mighty men whom David had: 
Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite, 
chief of the captains; he was called 
Adino the Eznite, because of eight 
hundred slain by him at one time; 

9 and after him was Eleazar the 
son of [Dodo the Ahohite, one of the 
three mighty men with David when 
they defied the Philistines who were 
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gathered there to battle and the men 
of Israel had withdrawn. 1 Ch 27:4 

10 He arose and _ struck the 
Philistines until his hand was weary 
and clung to the sword, and the Lorp 
brought about a great victory that 
day; and the people returned after 
him only to strip the slain. 

11 Now after him was Shammah 
the son of Agee a 8Hararite. And the 
Philistines were gathered into a troop 
where there was a plot of ground full 
of lentils, and the people fled from the 
Philistines. 2 Sa 23:33 

12 But he took his stand in the 
midst of the plot, defended it and 
struck the Philistines; and the Lorp 
brought about a great victory. 25a 23:10 

13 Then three of the thirty chief 
men went down and came to David in 
the harvest time to the ®cave of Adul- 
lam, while the troop of the Philistines 
was camping in the valley of 
Rephaim. 1 Sa 22:1 © 2 Sa 5:18 

14 David was then in the strong- 
hold, while the garrison of the 
Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 

15 ®David had a craving and said, 
“Oh that someone would give me 
water to drink from the well of Beth- 
lehem which is by the gate!” 1ch11:17 

16 ®So the three mighty men 
broke through the camp of the 
Philistines, and drew water from the 
well of Bethlehem which was by the 
gate, and took it and brought it to 
David. Nevertheless he would not 
drink it, but 8poured it out to the 
LorRD; 1.Ch 11:18 © Ge 35:14 

17 and he said, “Be it far from me, 
O Lorp, that I should do this. ®Shall J 
drink the blood of the men who went 
in jeopardy of their lives?” Therefore 
he would not drink it. These things 
the three mighty men did. Le 17:10 

18 ®Abishai, the brother of Joab, 
the son of Zeruiah, was &chief of the 
thirty. And he swung his spear 
against three hundred and killed 
them, and had a name as well as the 
three. 2 Sa 10:10, 14; 18:2 © 1 Ch 11:20, 21 

_19 He was most honored of the 
thirty, therefore he became their com- 
mander; however, he did not attain to 
the three. 

20 Then Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada, the son of a valiant man of 
Kabzeel, who had done mighty deeds, 
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killed the two sons of Ariel of Moab. 
He also went down and killed a lion in 
the middle of a pit on a snowy day. 

21 He ‘killed an Egyptian, an im- 
pressive man. Now the Egyptian had 
a spear in his hand, but he went down 
to him with a club and snatched the 
spear from the Egyptian’s hand and 
killed him with his own spear. Lit smote 

22 These things Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada did, and had a name as 
well as the three mighty men. 2 sa 23:20 

23 He was honored among the 
thirty, but he did not attain to the 
three. And David appointed him over 
his guard. 

24 Asahel the brother of Joab was 
among the thirty; Elhanan the son of 


Dodo of Bethlehem, 
25 8Shammah the _ RHarodite, 
Elika the Harodite, 1Ch 11:27 Ju 7:1 
26 Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of 
Ikkesh the ®Tekoite, 2 Sa 14:2 
27 Abiezer the RAnathothite, 


Mebunnai the Hushathite, Jos 21:18 
28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai 
the 8Netophathite, 2 Ki 25:23 
29 Heleb the son of Baanah the 
Netophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai of 
Gibeah of the sons of Benjamin, 

30 Benaiah a ®Pirathonite, Hiddai 
of the brooks of Gaash, Ju 12:13, 15 

31 Abi-albon the Arbathite, Az- 
maveth the Barhumite, 2 Sa 3:16 

32 Eliahba the ®Shaalbonite, the 
sons of Jashen, Jonathan, Jos 19:42 

33 Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam 
the son of Sharar the Ararite, 

34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, 
the son of the Maacathite, Eliam the 
son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 

35 RHezro the 8Carmelite, Paarai 
the Arbite, 1 Ch 11:37 © Jos 15:55 

36 Igal the son of Nathan of 
RZobah, Bani the Gadite, 2 Sa 8:3 

37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai 
the ®Beerothite, armor bearers of 
Joab the son of Zeruiah, 2Sa 4:2 

ae Ira the ®Ithrite, Gareb the 


Ithrit 1 Ch 2:53 
a6 RUriah the Hittite; thirty-seven 
in all. 2 Sa 11:3, 6 


The Census Taken 

2 Now again the anger of the 
Lorp burned against Israel, and 

it incited David against them to say, 

“Go, number Israel and Judah.” 


2 SAMUEL 24:13 


2 The king said to Joab the com- 
mander of the army who was with 
him, “Go about now through all the 
tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, and register the people, that I 
may know the number of the people.” 

3 But Joab said to the king, “Now 
may the Lorp your God add to the 
people a hundred times as many as 
they are, while the eyes of my lord the 
king still see; but why does my lord 
the king delight in this thing?” 

4 Nevertheless, the king’s word 
prevailed against Joab and against 
the commanders of the army. So Joab 
and the commanders of the army 
went out from the presence of the 
king to register the people of Israel. 

5 They crossed the Jordan and 
camped in Aroer, on the right side of 
the city that is in the middle of the val- 
ley of Gad and toward Jazer. 

6 Then they came to Gilead and 
to ‘the land of Tahtim-hodshi, and 
they came to Dan-jaan and around to 

RSidon, Jos 19:28; Ju 1:31 

7 and came to the ®fortress of 
Tyre and to all the cities of the SHivites 
and of the Canaanites, and they went 
out to the south of Judah, to ®Beer- 
sheba. Jos 19:29 © Jos 11:3; Ju 3:3 « Ge 21:22-33 

8 So when they had gone about 
through the whole land, they came to 
Jerusalem at the end of nine months 
and twenty days. 

9 And Joab gave the number of 
the registration of the people to the 
king; and there were in Israel eight 
hundred thousand valiant men who 
drew the sword, and the men of Judah 
were five hundred thousand men. 

10 Now &David’s heart troubled 
him after he had numbered the peo- 
ple. So David said to the Lorn, “I have 
sinned greatly in what I have done. 
But now, O Lorp, please take away 
the iniquity of Your servant, for I have 
acted very foolishly.” 1Sa 24:5 

11 When David arose in the morn- 
ing, the word of the Lorp came to the 
prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, 

12 “Go and speak to David, ‘Thus 
the Lorp says, “I am offering you 
three things; choose for yourself one 
of them, which I will do to you.”’” 

13 So Gad came to David and told 


24:6 Or Kadesh in the land of the Hittite 


2 SAMUEL 24:14 


him, and said to him, “Shall seven 
years of famine come to you in your 
land? Or will you flee three months 
before your foes while they pursue 
you? Or shall there be three days’ 
pestilence in your land? Now consider 
and see what answer I shall return to 
Him who sent me.” | 1h 21:12; Eze 14:21 

14 Then David said to Gad, “I am 
in great distress. Let us now fall into 
the hand of the Lorp ®for His mercies 
are great, but do not let me fall into 
the hand of man.” Ps 51:1; 130:4,7 


Pestilence Sent 

15 So 8the Lorp sent a pestilence 
upon Israel from the morning until 
the appointed time, and seventy thou- 
sand men of the people 8from Dan to 
Beersheba died. — 1 ch 21:14; 27:24 ° 2 Sa 24:2 

16 When the angel stretched out 
his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy 
it, 8the Lorp relented from the 
calamity and said to the angel who de- 
stroyed the people, “It is enough! Now 
relax your hand!” And the angel of the 
Lorp was by the threshing floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite. — Ex 32:14; 1Sa 15:11 

17 Then David spoke to the Lorp 
when he saw the angel who was strik- 
ing down the people, and said, “Be- 
hold, 8it is I who have sinned, and it is 
I who have done wrong; but these 
sheep, what have they done? Please 
let Your hand be against me and 
against my father’s house.” 2 Sa 24:10 


David Builds an Altar 
18 So Gad came to David that day 
and said to him, “Go up, erect an altar 
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to the Lorp on the threshing floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite.” 

19 David went up according to the 
word of Gad, just as the Lorp had 
commanded. 

20 Araunah looked down and saw 
the king and his servants crossing 
over toward him; and Araunah went 
out and bowed his face to the ground 
before the king. 

21 Then Araunah said, “Why has 
my lord the king come to his ser- 
vant?” And David said, “To buy the 
threshing floor from you, in order to 
build an altar to the Lorpb, ®that the 
plague may be held back from the 
people.” Nu 16:44-50 

22 Araunah said to David, “Let my 
lord the king take and offer up what is 
good in his sight. Look, the oxen for 
the burnt offering, the threshing 
sledges and the yokes of the oxen for 
the wood. 1 Sa 6:14; 1 Ki 19:21 

23 “Everything, O king, Araunah 
gives to the king.” And Araunah said 
to the king, “May the Lorp your God 
Raccept you.” Eze 20:40, 41 

24 However, the king said to Arau- 
nah, “No, but I will surely buy it from 
you for a price, for I will not offer 
burnt offerings to the Lorp my God 
which cost me nothing.” So David 
bought the threshing floor and the 
oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 

25 David built there an altar to 
the Lorp and offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings. Thus the Lorp 
was moved by prayer for the land, 
a te plague was held back from 

srael. 


1 KINGS 


Author: Both 1 and 2 Kings emphasize 
God’s righteous judgment on 
idolatry and immorality. The 
style of these books is similar 
to that found in Jeremiah. The 
author of 1 Kings is unknown, 
but evidence supports the Tal- 
mudic tradition that Kings was 
written by Jeremiah. Clearly, 
the author was a prophet/ 
historian as evidenced in the 
prophetic exposé of apostasy. 


Time: c. 971-851 B.c. 
Key Verse: 1 Ki 9:4-5 


David in Old Age 

Now King David was old, ad- 
vanced in age; and they covered 
him with clothes, but he could not 
keep warm. 

2 So his servants said to him, 
“Let them seek a young virgin for my 
lord the king, and let her ‘attend the 
king and become his nurse; and let 
her lie in your bosom, that my lord the 
king may keep warm.” Lit stand before 

3 So they searched for a beauti- 
ful girl throughout all the territory of 
Israel, and found Abishag the Shu- 
nammite, and brought her to the king. 

4 The girl was very beautiful; 
and she became the king’s nurse and 
served him, but the king did not 'co- 
habit with her. Lit know her 

5 Now ®Adonijah the son of Hag- 
gith exalted himself, saying, “I will be 
king.” So ®he prepared for himself 
chariots and horsemen with fifty men 
to run before him. 2Sa 3:4°2Sa 15:1 

6 His father had never ‘crossed 
him at any time by asking, “Why have 
you done so?” And he was also a very 
handsome man, and ®he was born 
after Absalom. Lit pained him ¢ 2 Sa 3:3, 4 

7 He had conferred with §Joab 


Theme: First Kings continues the saga 

of the kings of Israel after 
‘David. Solomon’s reign and 
the details of the building of 
the temple take up a major 
portion of 1 Kings. After 
Solomon, the kingdom. di- 
vides, and we have parallel 
narratives of the Northern 
Kingdom, Israel, and the 
Southern Kingdom, Judah. 
The book covers a span of 
about 120 years. During these 
years, idolatry becomes the 
norm, and God is largely for- 
gotten. After Solomon, the 
main character of the book is 
Elijah the prophet. 


the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar 
the priest; and following 8Adonijah 
they helped him. 1Ch 11:6 « 1 Ki2:22 
8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the 
prophet, Shimei, Rei, and 8the mighty 
men who belonged to David, were not 
with Adonijah. 2 Sa 23:8-39 
9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep and 
oxen and fatlings by the "stone of Zo- 
heleth, which is beside 8En-rogel; and 
he invited all his brothers, the king’s 
sons, and all the men of Judah, the 
king’s servants. Jos 15:7; 18:16; 2 Sa 17:17 
10 But he did not invite Nathan 
the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty 
men, and Solomon his brother. 


Nathan and Bathsheba 

11 Then Nathan spoke _ to 
RBathsheba the mother of Solomon, 
saying, “Have you not heard that 
Adonijah the son of Haggith has be- 
come king, and David our lord does 
not know it? 2Sa 12:24 

12 “So now come, please let me 
give you counsel and save your life 
and the life of your son Solomon. 


1:9 Or Gliding or Serpent Stone 
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13 “Go at once to King David and 
say to him, ‘Have you not, my lord, O 
king, sworn to your maidservant, say- 
ing, “Surely Solomon your son shall 
be king after me, and he shall sit on 
my throne”? Why then has Adonijah 
become king?’ 1 Ki 1:30; 1 Ch 22:9-13 

14 “Behold, while you are still 
there speaking with the king, I will 
come in after you and confirm your 
words.” 

15 So Bathsheba went in to the 
king in the bedroom. Now the king 
was very old, and Abishag the Shu- 
nammite was ministering to the king. 

16 Then Bathsheba bowed and 
prostrated herself "before the king. 
And the king said, “What ™do you 
wish?” Lit to ¢ Lit to you 

17 She said to him, “My lord, you 
swore to your maidservant by the 
Lorp your God, saying, ‘Surely your 
son Solomon shall be king after me 
and he shall sit on my throne’ 1ki1:13 

18 “Now, behold, Adonijah is king; 
and now, my lord the king, you do not 
know it. 

19 “He has sacrificed oxen and 
fatlings and sheep in abundance, and 
has invited all the sons of the king 
and Abiathar the priest and Joab the 
commander of the army, but he has 
not invited Solomon your servant. 

20 “As for you now, my lord the 
king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, 
to tell them who shall sit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him. 

21 “Otherwise it will come about, 
Ras soon as my lord the king sleeps 
with his fathers, that I and my son 
Solomon will be considered ‘offend- 

Ly De 31:16; 2 Sa 7:12; 1 Ki 2:10 « Lit sinners 

22 Behold, while she was still 
speaking with the king, Nathan the 
prophet came in. 

23 They told the king, saying, 
“Here is Nathan the prophet.” And 
when he came in before the king, he 
prostrated himself "before the king 
with his face to the ground. Lit to 

_ 24 Then Nathan said, “My lord the 
king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall be 
king after me, and he shall sit on my 
throne’? 

25 “For he has gone down today 
and has sacrificed oxen and fatlings 
and sheep in abundance, and has in- 
vited all the king’s sons and the com- 
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manders of the army and Abiathar 
the priest, and behold, they are eating 
and drinking before him; and they 
say, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 1ki19 

26 “But me, even me your servant, 
and Zadok the priest and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada and your servant 
Solomon, he has not invited. 

27 “Has this thing been done by 
my lord the king, and you have not 
shown to your "servants who should 
sit on the throne of my lord the king 
after him?” Some mss read servant 

28 Then King David said, “Call 

Bathsheba to me.” And she came 
into the king’s presence and stood be- 
fore the king. 

29 The king vowed and said, “RAs 
the Lorp lives, who has redeemed my 
life from all distress, 2 Sa 4:9 

30 surely as 81 vowed to you by 
the Lorp the God of Israel, saying, 
“Your son Solomon shall be king after 
me, and he shall sit on my throne in 
my place’; I will indeed do so this 
day.” 1 Ki 1:13, 17 

31 Then Bathsheba bowed with 
her face to the ground, and prostrated 
herself "before the king and said, 
“RMay my lord King David live for- 
ever.” Lit to ¢ Da 2:4; 3:9 

32 Then King David said, “Call to 
me ®Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada.” And they came into the 
king’s presence. 1 Ki 1:8 

33 The king said to them, “Take 
with you ®the servants of your lord, 
and have my son Solomon ride on my 
own mule, and bring him down to 8Gi- 
hon. 2 Sa 20:6, 7 © 2 Ch 32:30; 33:14 

34 “Let Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him there 
as king over Israel, and ®blow the 
trumpet and say, ‘SLong live King 
Solomon!’ 2. Sa 15:10 © 1 Ki 1:25 

_ 35 “Then you shall come up after 
him, and he shall come and sit on my 
throne and be king in my place; for I 
have appointed him to be ruler over 
Israel and Judah.” 

36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
answered the king and said, “Amen! 
Thus may the Lorp, the God of my 
lord the king, say. 

37 “RAs the Lorp has been with 


YoWNT Y% 1:28-31 
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my lord the king, so may He be with 
Solomon, and make his throne 
greater than the throne of my lord 
King David!” Jos 1:5, 17; 1 Sa 20:13 © 1 Ki 1:47 


Solomon Anointed King 

~ 38 So ®Zadok the priest, Nathan 
the prophet, Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada, the Cherethites, and_ the 
Pelethites went down and had Solo- 
mon ride on King David’s mule, and 
brought him to Gihon. 1Kil:8 

39 Zadok the priest then took the 
horn of oil from the tent and ®a- 
nointed Solomon. Then they blew the 
trumpet, and all the people said, 
“Long live King Solomon!” 1 Ch 29:22 

40 All the people went up after 
him, and the people were playing on 
flutes and rejoicing with great joy, so 
that the earth shook at their noise. 

41 Now Adonijah and all the 
guests who were with him heard it as 
they finished eating. When Joab 
heard the sound of the trumpet, he 
said, “Why ‘is the city making such 
an uproar?” Lit is the sound of the city an uproar 

42 While he was still speaking, be- 
hold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar 
the priest came. Then Adonijah said, 
“Come in, for you are a valiant man 
and bring good news.” 2 Sa 15:27, 36; 17:17 

43 But Jonathan replied to Adoni- 
jah, “No! Our lord King David has 
made Solomon king. 

44 “The king has also sent with 
him Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; 
and they have made him ride on the 
king’s mule. 

45 “Zadok the priest and Nathan 
the prophet have anointed him king 
in Gihon, and they have come up from 
there rejoicing, ®so that the city is in 
an uproar. This is the noise which you 
have heard. 1 Ki 1:40 

46 “Besides, SSolomon has even 
taken his seat on the throne of the 
kingdom. 1 Ch 29:23 

47 “Moreover, the king’s servants 
came to bless our lord King David, 
saying, ‘May your God make the 
name of Solomon better than your 
name and his throne greater than your 
throne!’ And ®the king bowed himself 
on the bed. 1 Ki 1:37 © Ge 47:31 

48 “The king has also said thus, 


1 KINGS 2:5 


‘Blessed be the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael, who ®has granted one to sit on 
my throne today while my own eyes 
see it.” (2)Sa 7:12; 1 Ki 3:6 

49 Then allthe guests of Adonijah 
were terrified; and they arose and 
each went on his way. 

50 And Adonijah was afraid of 

Solomon, and he arose, went and took 
hold of the horns of the altar. 
_ 51 Now it was told Solomon, say- 
ing, “Behold, Adonijah is afraid of 
King Solomon, for behold, he has 
taken hold of the horns of the altar, 
saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to 
me today that he will not put his ser- 
vant to death with the sword.’” 

52 Solomon said, “If he is a wor- 
thy man, not one of his hairs will fall 
to the ground; but if wickedness is 
found in him, he will die.” 

53 So King Solomon sent, and 
they brought him down from the altar. 
And he came and prostrated himself 
Tbefore King Solomon, and Solomon 
said to him, “Go to your house.” tit to 


David’s Charge to Solomon 
As David’s ®time to die drew near, 
he charged Solomon his son, say- 
ing, . Ge 47:29; De 31:14 
2 “Iam going the way of all the 
earth. ®Be strong, therefore, and 
show yourself aman. De 31:7, 23; Jos 1:6,7 

3 “Keep the charge of the Lorp 
your God, to walk in His ways, to keep 
His statutes, His commandments, His 
ordinances, and His testimonies, ac- 
cording to what is written in the Law 
of Moses, that you may succeed in all 
that you do and wherever you turn, 

4 so that ®the Lorp may carry 
out His promise which He spoke con- 
cerning me, saying, ‘If your sons are 
careful of their way, to walk before 
Me in ‘truth with all their heart and 
with all their soul, you shall not lack a 
man on the throne of Israel.” —.2Sa7:25 

5 “Now you also know what Joab 
the son of Zeruiah did to me, what he 
did to the two commanders of the 
armies of Israel, to Abner the son of 
Ner, and to Amasa the son of Jether, 
whom he killed; he also shed the 
blood of war in peace. And he put the 


¥% 2:2-4 2:4 Or faithfulness 
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blood of war on his belt about his 
waist, and on his sandals on his feet. 

6 “So act according to your wis- 
dom, and do not let his gray hair go 
down to Sheol in peace. 1 Ki2:9 

7 “But ®show kindness to the 
sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and 
Rlet them be among those who eat 
at your table; ®for they assisted me 
when I fled from Absalom your 
brother. 2 Sa 19:31-38 © 2 Sa 9:7, 10 © 2 Sa 17:27-29 

8 “Behold, 8there is with you 
Shimei the son of Gera the Benjamite, 
of Bahurim; now it was he who cursed 
me with a 'violent curse on the day I 
went to Mahanaim. But when ®he 
came down to me at the Jordan, I 
swore to him by the Lorp, saying, ‘I 
will not put you to death with the 
sword.’ 2 Sa 16:5-8 ¢ Or grievous ¢ 2 Sa 19:18-23 

9 “Now therefore, do not let him 
go unpunished, ®for you are a wise 
man; and you will know what you 
ought to do to him, and you will bring 
his gray hair down to ‘Sheol with 
blood.” 1 Ki 2:6 ¢ Le. the nether world 


Death of David 

10 Then ®David slept with his fa- 
thers and was buried in &the city of 
David. Ac 2:29; 13:36 © 2 Sa 5:7; 1 Ki 3:1 

11 ®The days that David reigned 
over Israel were forty years: seven 
years he reigned in Hebron and 
thirty-three years he reigned in 
Jerusalem. 2a5:4,5; 1 Ch 3:4; 29:26, 27 © 2 Sa 5:5 

12 And Solomon sat on the throne 
of David his father, and his kingdom 
was firmly established. 

13 Now Adonijah the son of Hag- 
gith came to Bathsheba the mother of 
Solomon. And she said, “8Do you 
come peacefully?” And he said, 
“Peacefully.” 1 Sa 16:4 

14 Then he said, “I have some- 
thing to say to you.” And she said, 
“Speak.” 

15 So he said, “You know that ®the 
kingdom was mine and that all Israel 
expected me to be king; however, the 
kingdom has turned about and be- 
come my brother’s, for it was his from 
the Lorp. 2 Sa 3:3, 4; 1 Ki 2:22 © 1 Ki 1:5-25 

16 “Now I am making one request 
of you; do not frefuse me.” And she 
said to him, “Speak.” 

17 Then he said, “Please speak to 
Solomon the king, for he will not re- 
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fuse you, that he may give me 
Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.” 

18 Bathsheba said, “Very well; I 
will speak to the king for you.” 


Adonijah Executed 

19 So Bathsheba went to King 
Solomon to speak to him for Adoni- 
jah. And the king arose to meet her, 
bowed before her, and sat on his 
throne; then he ®had a throne set for 
the king’s mother, and ®she sat on his 
right. 1 Ki 15:13 © Ps 45:9 

20 Then she said, “I am making 
one small request of you; do not 're- 
fuse me.” And the king said to her, 
“Ask, my mother, for I will not refuse 
you.” 1 Ki 2:16 ¢ Lit turn away my face 

21 So she said, “Let Abishag the 
Shunammite be given to Adonijah 
your brother as a wife.” 1 Ki1:3,4 

22 King Solomon answered and 
said to his mother, “And why are you 
asking Abishag the Shunammite for 
Adonijah? Ask for him also the king- 
dom—for he is my older brother— 
even for him, for Abiathar the priest, 
and for Joab the son of Zeruiah!” 

23 Then King Solomon swore by 
the Lorp, saying, “May God do so to 
me and more also, if Adonijah has 
Rnot spoken this word against his own 
Thife. Ru 1:17 Lit soul 

24 “Now therefore, as the Lorp 
lives, who has established me and set 
me on the throne of David my father 
and kwho has made me a house as He 
promised, surely Adonijah shall be 
put to death today.” = 2sa7:11, 13; 1 Ch 22:10 

25 So King Solomon &sent Bena- 
iah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell 
upon him so that he died. 2 Sa 8:18 

_ 26 Then to Abiathar the priest the 
king said, “8Go to Anathoth to your 
own field, ®for you deserve to die; but 
I will not put you to death at this time, 
because you carried the ark of the 
Lord Gop before my father David, and 
because you were afflicted in every- 
thing with which my father was af- 
flicted.” Jos 21:18; Je 1:1 ¢ 1 Sa 26:16 

27 So Solomon dismissed Abi- 
athar from being priest to the Lorp, in 
order to fulfill the word of the Lorp, 
which He had spoken concerning the 
house of Eli in Shiloh. 1 Sa 2:27-36 


2:16 Lit turn away my face 
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Joab Executed | ; 

28 Now the news came to Joab, 
Rfor Joab had followed Adonijah, 
Ralthough he had not followed Absa- 
lom. And Joab fled to the tent of the 
Lorp and 8took hold of the horns of 
the altar. 1 Ki 1:7 © 2 Sa 17:25; 18:2 © 1 Ki 1:50 

29 It was told King Solomon that 
Joab had fled to the tent of the Lorp, 
and behold, he is beside the altar. 
Then Solomon &sent Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada, saying, “®Go, fall upon 
him.” Ki 2:25 « Ex 21:14 

30 So Benaiah came to the tent of 
the Lorp and said to him, “Thus the 
king has said, ‘Come out.’” But he 
said, “No, for I will die here.” And Be- 
naiah brought the king word again, 
saying, “Thus spoke Joab, and thus he 
answered me.” 

31 The king said to him, “Do as he 
has spoken and fall upon him and 
bury him, that you may remove from 
me and from my father’s house the 
blood which Joab shed without cause. 

32 “The Lorp will return his blood 
on his own head, because he fell upon 
two men more righteous and better 
than he and killed them with the 
sword, while my father David did not 
know it: Abner the son of Ner, com- 
mander of the army of Israel, and ®A- 
masa the son of Jether, commander of 
the army of Judah. = 2$a3:27+ 2 Sa 20:9, 10 

33 “RSo shall their blood return on 
the head of Joab and on the head of 
his Tdescendants forever; but to David 
and his descendants and his house 
and his throne, may there be peace 
from the Lorp forever.” 28a 3:29 « Lit seed 

34 Then Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada went up and fell upon him and 
put him to death, and he was buried at 
his own house in the wilderness. _ 

35: 8The king appointed Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada over the army in 
his place, and the king appointed 
RZadok the priest in the place of Abi- 
athar. 1 Ki 4:4 ¢ 1 Ch 6:53; 24:3; 29:22 ¢ 1 Ki 2:27 


Shimei Executed 

36 Now the king sent and called 
for ®Shimei and said to him, “Build for 
yourself a house in Jerusalem and live 
there, and do not go out from there to 
any place. 2 Sa 16:5; 1 Ki 2:8 

37 “For on the day you go out and 
Reross over the brook Kidron, you will 
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know for certain that you shall surely 
die; your blood shall be on your own 
head.” 2 Sa 15:23; 2 Ki 23:6; Jo 18:1 

38 Shimei then said to the king, 
“The word is good. As my lord the 
king has said, so your servant will 
do.” So Shimei lived in Jerusalem 
many days. 

39 But it came about at the end of 
three years, that two of the servants 
of Shimei ran away ®to Achish son of 
Maacah, king of Gath. And they told 
Shimei, saying, “Behold, your ser- 
vants are in Gath.” 1 Sa 27:2 

40 Then Shimei arose and saddled 
his donkey, and went to Gath to 
Achish to look for his servants. And 
Shimei went and brought his servants 
from Gath. 

41 It was told Solomon that 
Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to 
Gath, and had returned. 

42 So the king sent and called for 
Shimei and said to him, “Did I not 
make you swear by the Lorp and 
solemnly warn you, saying, ‘You will 
know for certain that on the day you 
depart and go anywhere, you shall 
surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The 
word which I have heard is good.’ 

43 “Why then have you not kept 
the oath of the Lorp, and the com- 
mand which I have laid on you?” 

44 The king also said to Shimei, 
“RYou know all the evil which you ac- 
knowledge in your heart, which you 
did to my father David; therefore the 
Lorp shall return your evil on your 
own head. 2 Sa 16:5-13 

45 “But King Solomon shall be 
blessed, and ®the throne of David 
shall be established before the Lorp 
forever.” 2 Sa 7:13; Pr 25:5 

46 So the king commanded Bena- 
iah the son of Jehoiada, and he went 
out and fell upon him so that he died. 

Thus the kingdom was established 
in the hands of Solomon. 


Solomon’s Rule Consolidated 
Then Solomon formed a marriage 
alliance with Pharaoh king of 

Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter 

and brought her to the city of David 

until he had finished building his own 
house and the house of the Lorp and 
the wall around Jerusalem. 

2 The people were still sacrific- 


1 KINGS 3:3 


ing on the high places, because there 
was no house built for the name of the 
Lorp until those days. 

3 Now Solomon loved the Lorp, 
walking in the statutes of his father 
David, except he sacrificed and burned 
incense on the high places. 

4 The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the great 
high place; Solomon offered a thou- 
sand burnt offerings on that altar. 

5 In Gibeon the Lorp appeared 
to Solomon ®in a dream at night; and 
God said, “Ask what you wish Me to 
give you.” 1 Ki 9:2; 11:9 ® Nu 12:6; Ma 1:20; 2:13 


Solomon’s Prayer 

6 Then Solomon said, “You have 
shown great lovingkindness to Your 
servant David my father, according as 
he walked before You in Ftruth and 
righteousness and uprightness of 
heart toward You; and You have re- 
served for him this great lovingkind- 
ness, that You have given him a son to 
sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

7 “Now, O Lorp my God, ®You 
have made Your servant king in place 
of my father David, yet 81 am but a lit- 
tle child; I do not know how to go out 
or come in. 1 Ch 22:9-13 © 1 Ch 29:1; Je 1:6, 7 

8 “RYour servant is in the midst 
of Your people which You have chosen, 
a great people who are too many to 
be numbered or counted. — Ex 19:6; De 7:6 

9 “So give Your servant an un- 
derstanding heart to judge Your peo- 
ple ®to discern between good and evil. 
For who is able to judge this great 
people of Yours?” 2 Sa 14:17; He 5:14 


God’s Answer 

10 "It was pleasing in the sight of 
the Lord that Solomon had asked this 
thing. Lit the thing 
wv 11 God said to him, “Because 

you have asked this thing and 
have not asked for yourself long life, 
nor have asked riches for yourself, 
nor have you asked for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself 
discernment to understand justice, 

12 behold, 8I have done according 
to your words. Behold, I have given 
you a wise and discerning heart, so 
that there has been no one like you 
before you, nor shall one like you 
arise after you. 1 Jo 5:14, 15 
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13 “RI have also given you what 
you have not asked, both ®riches and 
honor, so that there will not be any 
among the kings like you all your 
days. 1 Ki 4:21-24; 10:23, 27; Ma 6:33; Ep 3:20 ¢ Pr 3:16 

14 “RIf you walk in My ways, 
keeping My statutes and command- 
ments, as your father David walked, 
then I will prolong your days.” 1ki3:6 

15 Then Solomon awoke, and be- 
hold, it was a dream. And he came to 
Jerusalem and stood before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and offered 
burnt offerings and made peace of- 
ferings, and made a feast for all his 
servants. Ge 41:7 1 Ki 8:65 


Solomon Wisely Judges 

16 Then two women who were 
harlots came to the king and stood be- 
fore him. 

17 The one woman said, “Oh, my 
lord, this woman and I live in the 
same house; and | gave birth to a 
child while she was in the house. 

18 “It happened on the third day 
after I gave birth, that this woman 
also gave birth to a child, and we were 
together. There was no stranger with 
us in the house, only the two of us in 
the house. 

19 “This woman’s son died in the 
night, because she lay on it. 

20 “So she arose in the middle of 
the night and took my son from be- 
side me while your maidservant slept, 
and laid him in her bosom, and laid 
her dead son in my bosom. 

21 “When I rose in the morning to 
nurse my son, behold, he was dead; 
but when I looked at him carefully in 
the morning, behold, he was not my 
son, whom I had borne.” 

22 Then the other woman said, 
“No! For the living one is my son, and 
the dead one is your son.” But 'the 
first woman said, “No! For the dead 
one is your son, and the living one is 
my son.” Thus they spoke before the 
king. Lit this one was saying 

23 Then the king said, “'The one 
says, ‘This is my son who is living, 
and your son is the dead one’; and 
Tthe other says, ‘No! For your son is 
the dead one, and my son is the living 
one.” Lit this one ¢ Lit this one 


3:6 Or faithfulness 2% 3:11-14 
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24 The king said, “Get meoa 
sword.” So they brought a sword be- 
fore the king. 

Maier The king said, “Divide the 
living child in two, and give half 
to the one and half to the other.” 

26 Then the woman whose child 
was the living one spoke to the king, 
for she was deeply stirred over her 
son and said, “Oh, my lord, give her 
the living child, and by no means kill 
him.” But the other said, “He shall be 
neither mine nor yours; divide him!” 

27 Then the king said, “Give the 
first woman the living child, and by 
no means kill him. She is his mother.” 
_ 28 When all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had "handed 
down, they feared the king, for they 
saw that the wisdom of God was in 
him to administer justice. 


Solomon’s Officials 
Now King Solomon was king over 
all Israel. 


2 These were his officials: 
Azariah the son of Zadok was ®the 
priest; 1 Ch 6:10 


3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons 
of Shisha were secretaries; ®Je- 
hoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the 
recorder; 2 Sa 8:16 

4 and ®Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada was over the army; and Zadok 
and Abiathar were priests; 1 Ki 2:35 

5 and Azariah the son of Nathan 
was over ®the deputies; and Zabud 
the son of Nathan, a priest, was the 
king’s friend; 1Ki4:7 

6 and Ahishar was over the 
household; and Adoniram the son of 
Abda was over the men subject to 
forced labor. 

7 Solomon had twelve deputies 
over all Israel, who ‘provided for the 
king and his household; each man 
had to ™provide for a month in the 
year. Lit nourished * Lit nourish 

8 These are their names: Ben- 
hur, in the hill country of Ephraim; 

9 Ben-deker in Makaz and 
RShaalbim and ®Beth-shemesh and 
Elonbeth-hanan; Ju 1:35 © Jos 21:16 

10. Ben-hesed, in Arubboth (8So- 
coh was his and all the land of SHep- 
her); Jos 15:35 © Jos 12:17 

11 Ben-abinadab, in all the ®height 
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of Dor (Taphath the daughter of 
Solomon was his wife); Jos 11:1, 2 

12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in 
RTaanach and Megiddo, and all RBeth- 
Shean which is beside ®Zarethan 
below Jezreel, from Beth-shean to 
Abel-meholah as far as the other side 
of Jokmeam; Ju 5:19 © Jos 17:11 © Jos 3:16 

13 Ben-geber, in 8Ramoth-gilead 
(the towns of Jair, the son of Man- 
asseh, which are in Gilead were his: 
the region of Argob, which is in 
Bashan, sixty great cities with walls 
and bronze bars were his); 1ki22:3-15 

14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in 
RMahanaim; Jos 13:26 

15 8Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he also 
married Basemath the daughter of 


Solomon); 2 Sa 15:27 
16 Baana the son of 8Hushai, in 
Asher and 'Bealoth; 2 Sa 15:32 « Orin Aloth 


17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, 
in Issachar; 

18 ®Shimei the son of Ela, in Ben- 
jamin; 1Ki1:8 

19 Geber the son of Uri, in the 
land of Gilead, ®the country of Sihon 
king of the Amorites and of Og king 
of Bashan; and he was the only 
deputy who was inthe land. _ De3:8-10 


Solomon’s Power, Wealth and 
Wisdom 

20 Judah and Israel were as nu- 
merous as the sand that is on the 
seashore in abundance; they were 
eating and drinking and rejoicing. 

21 Now Solomon ruled over all 
the kingdoms ®from the FRiver to the 
land of the Philistines and to the bor- 
der of Egypt; they brought tribute and 
served Solomon all the days of his 
life. 2. Ch 9:26 © Ge 15:18; Jos 1:4 

22 Solomon’s "provision for one 
day was thirty *kors of fine flour and 
sixty kors of meal, Lit bread 

23 ten fat oxen, twenty 'pasture- 
fed oxen, a hundred sheep besides 
deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened 
fowl. Lit oxen of the pasture 

24 For he had dominion over 
everything west of the River, from 
Tiphsah even to Gaza, over all the 
kings west of the River; and he had 
peace on all sides around about him. 


Y* 3-25-28 4:21 1.e. Euphrates 4:22 Ie. One kor 
equals approx 10 bu 
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25 So Judah and Israel lived in 
safety, every man under his vine and 
his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, all the days of Solomon. 1sa3:20 

26 Solomon had F40,000 stalls of 
horses for his chariots, and 12,000 
horsemen. 1 Ki 10:26; 2 Ch 1:14 

27 Those deputies provided for 
King Solomon and all who came to 
King Solomon’s table, each in his 
month; they left nothing lacking. 

28 They also brought barley and 
straw for the horses and ®swift steeds 
to the place where it should be, each 
according to his charge. Es 8:10, 14; Mi 1:13 

29 Now 8God gave Solomon wis- 
dom and very great discernment and 
breadth of mind, ®like the sand that is 
on the seashore. 1 Ki 3:12 © 1 Ki 4:20 

30 Solomon’s wisdom _ sur- 
passed the wisdom of all ®the 
sons of the east and Rall the wisdom 
of Egypt. Ge 29:1; Ju 6:33 © Is 19:11; Ac 7:22 

31 For 8he was wiser than all men, 
than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Cal- 
col and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and 
his fame was known in all the sur- 
rounding nations. 1 Ki 3:12 

32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, 
and his songs were 1,005 

33 He spoke of trees, from the 
cedar that is in Lebanon even to the 
hyssop that grows on the wall; he 
spoke also of animals and birds and 
creeping things and fish. 

34 ™en ®came from all peoples to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all 
the kings of the earth who had heard 
of his wisdom. Lit they © 1 Ki 10:1; 2 Ch 9:23 


Alliance with King Hiram 
Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his 
servants to Solomon, when he 
heard that they had anointed him 
king in place of his father, for Hiram 
had always been a friend of David. 
2 Then Solomon sent word to 
Hiram, saying, 2Ch2:3 
3 “You know that 8David my fa- 
ther was unable to build a house for 
the name of the Lorp his God because 
of the wars which surrounded him, 
until the Lorp put them under the 
soles of his feet. 2 Sa 7:5; 1 Ch 28:2, 3 
_ 4 “But now the Lorp my God has 
given me rest on every side; there is 
neither adversary nor misfortune. 
5 “Behold, I intend to build a 
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house for the name of the Lorp my 
God, as the Lorp spoke to David my 
father, saying, ‘Your son, whom I will 
set on your throne in your place, he 
will build the house for My name.’ 

6 “Now therefore, command that 
they cut for me cedars from Lebanon, 
and my servants will be with your ser- 
vants; and I will give you wages for 
your servants according to all that 
you say, for you know that there is no 
one among us who knows how to cut 
timber like the Sidonians.” 

7 When Hiram heard the words 
of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and 
said, “Blessed be the Lorp today, who 
has given to David a wise son over 
this great people.” 

8 So Hiram sent word to 
Solomon, saying, “I have heard the 
message which you have sent me; I 
will do what you desire concerning 
the cedar and cypress timber. 

9 “My servants will bring them 
down from Lebanon to the sea; and I 
will make them into rafts to go by sea 
Rto the place where you direct me, and 
I will have them broken up there, and 
you shall carry them away. Then you 
shall accomplish my desire by giving 
food to my household.” 2. Ch 2:16 

10 So Hiram gave Solomon as 
much as he desired of the cedar and 
cypress timber. Heb Hirom ¢ Lit was giving 

11 8Solomon then gave Hiram 
20,000 kors of wheat as food for his 
household, and twenty kors of beaten 
oil; thus Solomon would give Hiram 
year by year. 2 Ch 2:10 

12 ®The Lorp gave wisdom to 
Solomon, just as He ‘promised him; 
and there was peace between Hiram 
and Solomon, and the two of them 
made a covenant. 1 Ki 3:12 © Lit spoke to 


Conscription of Laborers 
Now ®King Solomon ‘levied 
forced laborers from all Israel; and 
the forced laborers ‘numbered 30,000 
men. 1 Ki 4:6; 9:15 © Lit raised up ¢ Lit was 
14 He sent them to Lebanon, 
10,000 a month in relays; they were in 
Lebanon a month and two months at 
home. And 8Adoniram was over the 
forced laborers. 1 Ki 4:6; 12:18 
15 Now Solomon had_ 70,000 


4:26 One ms reads 4000, cf 2+@Chr 9:25 2%* 4:30 
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transporters, and 80,000 hewers of 
stone in the mountains, | or burden bearers 

16 ®besides Solomon’s 3,300 chief 
deputies who were over the ‘project 
and who ruled over the people who 
were doing the work. 1 Ki 9:23 ° Lit work 

17 Then 8the king commanded, 
and they quarried great stones, costly 
stones, to lay the foundation of the 
house with cut stones. —-:1 Ki6:7: 1 ch 22:2 

18 So Solomon’s builders and THi- 
ram’s builders and the Gebalites cut 
them, and prepared the timbers and 
the stones to build the house. Heb Hirom’s 


The Building of the Temple 

RNow it came about in the four 

hundred and eightieth year after 
the sons of Israel came out of the land 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the 
month of Ziv which is the second 
month, that he ‘began to build the 
house of the Lorp. 2 Ch 3:1,2 ¢ Lit built 

2 As for the house which King 
Solomon built for the Lorp, its length 
was sixty cubits and its width 
changed cubits and its height thirty cu- 

its. 

3 The porch in front of the nave 
of the house was twenty cubits in 
length, corresponding to the width of 
the house, and its depth along the 
front of the house was ten cubits. 

4 Also for the house he made 
windows with artistic frames. 

5 Against the wall of the house 
he built stories encompassing the 
walls of the house around both the 
nave and the inner sanctuary; thus he 
made side chambers all around. 

6 The lowest story was five cu- 
bits wide, and the middle was six cu- 
bits wide, and the third was seven 
cubits wide; for on the outside he 
Tmade offsets in the wall of the house 
all around in order that the beams 
would not ‘be inserted in the walls of 
the house. Lit gave ° Lit take hold 

7 ®The house, while it was being 
built, was built of stone ‘prepared at 
the quarry, and there was neither 
hammer nor axe nor any iron tool 
heard in the house while it was being 
built. Ex 20:25; De 27:5, 6 ® Lit finished 

8 The doorway for the ‘lowest 
side chamber was on the right side of 
the house; and they would go up by 
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winding stairs to the middle story, 
and from the middle to the third. 
_. 9 So he built the house and fin- 
ished it; and he covered the house 
with beams and planks of cedar. 

10 Healso built the stories against 
the whole house, each five cubits 
high; and they were fastened to the 
house with timbers of cedar. 

11 Now the word of the Lorp 
came to Solomon saying, 

12 “Concerning this house which 
you are building, if you will walk in 
My statutes and execute My ordi- 
nances and keep all My command- 
ments by walking in them, then I will 
carry out My word with you which I 
spoke to David your father. 

13 “RI will dwell among the sons 
of Israel, and will not forsake My peo- 
ple Israel.” Ex 25:8; 29:45; Le 26:11 

14 So Solomon built the house 
and finished it. 1 Ki 6:9, 38 

15 Then he ®built the walls of the 
house on the inside with boards of 
cedar; from the floor of the house to 
the ‘ceiling he overlaid the walls on 
the inside with wood, and he overlaid 
the floor of the house with boards of 
cypress. 1 Ki 7:7 ¢ Lit walls of ceiling 

16 He built twenty cubits on the 
rear part of the house with boards of 
cedar from the floor to the ceiling; he 
built them for it on the inside as an 
inner sanctuary, even as ®the most 
holy place. — Ex 26:33, 34; Le 16:2; 1 Ki 8:6; He 9:3 

17 The house, that is, the nave in 
front of the inner sanctuary, was forty 
Tcubits long. Le. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 

18 There was cedar on the house 
within, carved in the shape of §gourds 
and open flowers; all was cedar, there 
was no stone seen. 1 Ki 7:24 

19 Then he prepared an inner 
sanctuary within the house in order 
to place there the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp. 

20 The inner sanctuary was 
twenty cubits in length, twenty cubits 
in width, and twenty cubits in height, 
and he overlaid it with pure gold. He 
also overlaid the altar with cedar. 

21 So Solomon overlaid the inside 
of the house with pure gold. And he 
drew chains of gold across the front 


6:2 I.e. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 6:8 So with 
Gr and versions; M.T. middle 
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of the inner sanctuary, and he over- 
laid it with gold. 

22 He overlaid the whole house 
with gold, until all the house was fin- 
ished. Also 8the whole altar which 
was by the inner sanctuary he over- 
laid with gold. Ex 30:1, 3,6 

23 RAlso in the inner sanctuary he 
made two cherubim of olive wood, 
each ten cubits high.  &x 37:7-9;2 Ch 3:10-12 

24 Five cubits was the one wing of 
the cherub and five cubits the other 
wing of the cherub; from the end of 
one wing to the end of the other wing 
were ten cubits. 

25 The other cherub was ten cu- 
bits; both the cherubim were of the 
same measure and the same form. 

26 The height of the one cherub 
was ten cubits, and so was the other 
cherub. 

27 He placed the cherubim in the 
midst of the inner house, and &the 
wings of the cherubim were spread 
out, so that the wing of the one was 
touching the one wall, and the wing 
of the other cherub was touching the 
other wall. So their wings were touch- 
ing each other in the center of the 
house. Ex 25:20; 37:9; 1 Ki 8:7 

28 He also overlaid the cherubim 
with gold. 

29 Then he carved all the walls of 
the house round about with carved 
engravings of cherubim, palm trees, 
and open flowers, inner and outer 
sanctuaries. 

30 He overlaid the floor of the 
house with gold, inner and outer 
sanctuaries. 

31 For the entrance of the inner 
sanctuary he made doors of olive 
wood, the lintel and five-sided door- 
posts. 

32 So he made two doors of olive 
wood, and he carved on them carv- 
ings of cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers, and overlaid them with 
gold; and he spread the gold on the 
cherubim and on the palm trees. 

33 So also he made for the en- 
trance of the nave four-sided door- 
posts of olive wood 

34 and two doors of cypress wood; 
the two leaves of the one door turned 
on pivots, and the two leaves of the 
other door turned on pivots. 

35 He carved on it cherubim, palm 
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trees, and open flowers; and he over- 
laid them with gold evenly applied on 
the engraved work. 

36 RHe built the inner court with 
three rows of cut stone and a row of 
cedar beams. 1 Ki 7:12; Je 36:10 

37 In the fourth year the founda- 
tion of the house of the Lorp was laid, 
in the month of Ziv. 1 Ki6:1 

38 In the eleventh year, in the 
month of Bul, which is the eighth 
month, the house was _ finished 
throughout all its parts and according 
to all its plans. So he was seven years 
in building it. 


Solomon’s Palace 
Now ®Solomon was building his 
own house thirteen years, and he 
finished all his house. 1 ki 3:1; 9:10;2 Ch 8:1 

2 He built the house of the for- 
est of Lebanon; its length was 100 Fcu- 
bits and its width 50 cubits and its 
height 30 cubits, on four rows of cedar 
pillars with cedar beams on the pil- 
lars. 1 Ki 10:17, 21; 2 Ch 9:16 

3 It was paneled with cedar 
above the side chambers which were 
on the 45 pillars, 15 in each row. 

4 There were artistic window 
frames in three rows, and window 
was opposite window in three ranks. 

5 All the doorways and door- 
posts had squared artistic frames, 
and window was opposite window in 
three ranks. 

6 Then he made ®the hall of pil- 
lars; its length was 50 cubits and its 
width 30 cubits, and a porch was in 
front of them and pillars anda ded 
old in front of them. Ki 7:12 

7 He made the hall of the Rthrond 
where he was to judge, the hall of 
judgment, and it was paneled with 
cedar from floor to floor. — Ps 122:5; pr 20:8 

8 His house where he was to live, 
the other court inward from the hall, 
was of the same workmanship. RHe 
also made a house like this hall for 
Pharaoh’s daughter, }whom Solomon 
had married. 1 Ki 9:24; 2 Ch 8:11 ¢ 1 Ki3:1 

9 All these were of costly stones, 
of stone cut according to measure, 
sawed with saws, inside and outside; 
even from the foundation to the cop- 


7:2 I.e. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 
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ing, and so on the outside to the great 
court... 

10 The foundation was of costly 
stones, even large stones, stones of 
ten cubits and stones of eight cubits. 

11 And above were costly stones, 
stone cut according to measure, and 
cedar. 

12 So ®the great court all around 
had three rows of cut stone and a row 
of cedar beams even as the inner 
court of the house of the Lorp, and 
Rthe porch of the house. 1ki6:36*1ki7:6 


Hiram’s Work in the Temple 

13 Now 8King Solomon sent and 
brought Hiram from Tyre. 2 ch 2:13, 14; 4:11 

14 8He was a widow’s son from 
the tribe of Naphtali, and his father 
was a man of Tyre, a worker in 
bronze; and he was filled with wis- 
dom and understanding and skill for 
doing any work in bronze: So he came 
to King Solomon and ®performed all 
his work. 2 Ch 2:14 © Ex 28:3; 31:3-5; 35:31; 36:1 

15 He fashioned ®the two pillars of 
bronze; eighteen cubits was the height 
of one pillar, and a line of twelve cu- 
bits measured the circumference of 
both. 2 Ki25:17; 2 Ch 3:15; 4:12: Je 52:21 

16 He also made two capitals of 
molten bronze to set on the tops of the 
pillars; the height of the one capital 
was five cubits and the height of the 
other capital was five cubits. 

17 There were nets of network 
and twisted threads of chainwork for 
the capitals which were on the top of 
the pillars; seven for the one capital 
and seven for the other capitai. 

18 So he made the pillars, and two 
rows around on the one network to 
cover the capitals which were on the 
top of the pomegranates; and so he 
did for the other capital. 

19 The capitals which were on the 
top of the pillars in the porch were of 
lily design, four cubits. 

20. There were capitals on the two 
pillars, even above and close to the 
Trounded projection which was beside 
the network; and the pomegranates 
numbered two hundred in rows 
around both capitals. Lit belly 

_ 21 ®Thus he set up the pillars at 
the ®porch of the nave; and he set up 
the right pillar and named it ‘Jachin, 
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and he set up the left pillar and 
named it "Boaz. 2 Ch 3:17 ¢ 1 Ki6:3 

_ 22 On the top of the pillars was 
lily design. So the work of the pillars 
was finished. 

23 Now he made the sea of 8cast 
metal ten cubits from brim to brim, 
circular in form, and its height was 
five cubits, and thirty cubits in cir- 
cumference. 2 Ch 4:2 © 2 Ki 16:17; 25:13 

24 Under its brim ®gourds went 
around encircling it ten to a cubit, 
Rcompletely surrounding the sea; the 
gourds were in two rows, cast ™with 
the rest. 1 Ki 6:18 © 2 Ch 4:3 « Lit in its casting 

25 It stood on twelve oxen, three 
facing north, three facing west, three 
facing south, and three facing east; 
and the sea was set on top of them, 
and all their rear parts turned inward. 

26 It was a handbreadth thick, 
and its brim was made like the brim 
of a cup, as a lily blossom; it could 
hold two thousand baths. 

27 Then he made the ten stands of 
bronze; the length of each stand was 
four cubits and its width four cubits 
and its height three cubits. 

28 This was the design of the 
stands: they had borders, even bor- 
ders between the frames, 

29 and onthe borders which were 
between the frames were lions, oxen 
and cherubim; and on the fframes 
there was a pedestal above, and be- 
neath the lions and oxen were 
wreaths of hanging work. 

30 Now each stand had four 
bronze wheels with bronze axles, and 
its four feet had supports; beneath the 
basin were cast supports with 
wreaths at each side. 

31 Its opening inside the crown at 
the top was a cubit, and its opening 
was round like the design of a 
pedestal, a cubit and a half; and also 
on its opening there were engravings, 
and their borders were square, not 
round. 

32 The four wheels were under- 
neath the borders, and the axles of the 
wheels were on the stand. And the 
roy toe of a wheel was a cubit and a 

alf. 

33. The workmanship of the wheels 
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was like the workmanship of a chariot 
wheel. Their axles, their rims, their 
spokes, and their hubs were all cast. 

34 Now there were four supports 
at the four corners of each stand; its 
supports were part of the stand itself. 

35 On the top of the stand there 
was a circular form half a cubit high, 
and on the top of the stand its ‘stays 
and its borders were part of it. 

36 He engraved on the plates of its 
stays and on its borders, cherubim, 
lions and palm trees, according to the 
clear space on each, with wreaths all 
around. 

37 RHe made the ten stands like 
this: all of them had one casting, one 
measure and one form. 2Ch 4:14 

38 RHe made ten basins of bronze, 
one basin held forty baths; each basin 
was four cubits, and on each of the ten 
stands was one basin. Ex 30:18; 2 Ch 4:6 

39 Then he set the stands, five on 
the right side of the house and five on 
the left side of the house; and he set 
the sea of cast metal on the right side 
of the house eastward toward the 
south. 

40 Now Hiram made the basins 
and the shovels and the bowls. So 
Hiram finished doing all the work 
which he performed for King Solo- 
mon in the house of the Lorpb: 

41 the two pillars and the two 
bowls of the capitals which were on 
the top of the ®two pillars, and the two 
networks to cover the two bowls of 
the capitals which were on the top of 
the pillars; 1 Ki 7:17, 18 

42 and the ®four hundred pome- 
granates for the two networks, two 
rows of pomegranates for each net- 
work to cover the two bowls of the 
capitals which were on the tops of the 
pillars; 1 Ki 7:20 

43 and the ten stands with the ten 
basins on the stands; 

44 and ®the one sea and the 
twelve oxen under the sea; 1 Ki7:23, 25 

45 and ®the pails and the shovels 
and the bowls; even all these utensils 
which Hiram made for King Solomon 
in the house of the Lorp were of pol- 
ished bronze. Ex 27:3; 2 Ch 4:16 

46 ®In the plain of the Jordan the 
king cast them, in the clay ground be- 
tween Succoth and Zarethan. 2cn4:17 

47 Solomon left all the utensils 
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unweighed, because they were too 
many; ®the weight of the bronze could 
not be ascertained. 1 Ch 22:3, 14 
48 Solomon made all the furniture 
which was in the house of the Lorp: 
Rthe golden altar and the golden table 
on which was the 8bread of the Pres- 
ence; Ex 30:1-3; 37:10-29; 2 Ch 4:8 ¢ Ex 25:30 
49 andthe lampstands, five on the 
right side and five on the left, in front 
of the inner sanctuary, of pure gold; 
and ®the flowers and the lamps and 
the tongs, of gold; Ex 25:31-38 
50 and the cups and the snuffers 
and the bowls and the spoons and the 
Rfjrepans, of pure gold; and the hinges 
both for the doors of the inner house, 
the most holy place, and for the doors 
of the house, that is, of the nave, of 
gold. Ex 27:3; 2 Ki 25:15 
51 ®Thus all the work that King 
Solomon performed in the house of 
the Lorp was finished. And SSolomon 
brought in the things dedicated by his 
father David, the silver and the gold 
and the utensils, and he put them in 
the treasuries of the house of the 
Lorpb. 2 Ch 5:1 ¢ 2 Sa 8:11; 1 Ch 18:11; 2 Ch 5:1 


The Ark Brought into the Temple 

Then Solomon assembled the eld- 
Sers of Israel and all the heads of the 
tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ 
households of the sons of Israel, to 
King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lorp 
from the city of David, which is Zion. 

2 All the men of Israel assembled 
themselves to King Solomon at the 
feast, in the month Ethanim, which is 
the seventh month. 

3 Then all the elders of Israel 
came, and &the priests took up the 
ark. Nu 7:9; De 31:9; Jos 3:3, 6 

4 They brought up the ark of the 
Lorp and &the tent of meeting and all 
the holy utensils, which were in the 
tent, and the priests and the Levites 
brought them up. 1 Ki 3:4; 2 Ch 1:3 

5 And King Solomon and all the 
congregation of Israel, who were as- 
sembled to him, were with him be- 
fore the ark, sacrificing so many 
sheep and oxen they could not be 
counted or numbered. =. 2Sa6-13:2. ch 16 

6 Then &the priests brought the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp to its 
place, into the inner sanctuary of the 
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house, to the most holy place, under 
the wings of the cherubim. 1 Ki8:3 

ee For the cherubim spread their 
wings over the place of the ark, and 
the cherubim made a covering over 
the ark and its poles from above. 

8 But ®the poles were so long 
that the ends of the poles could be 
seen from the holy place before the 
inner sanctuary, but they could not be 
seen outside; they are there to this 
day. Ex 25:13-15; 37:4, 5 

9 ®There was nothing in the ark 
except the two tablets of stone which 
Moses put there at Horeb, where the 
Lorp made a covenant with the sons 
of Israel, when they came out of the 
land of Egypt. Ex 25:16, 21; De 10:2-5; He 9:4 

10 It happened that when the 
priests came from the holy place, the 
cloud filled the house of the Lorp, 

11 so that the priests could not 
stand to minister because of the 
cloud, for the glory of the Lorp filled 
the house of the Lorp. 


Solomon Addresses the People 
12 8Then Solomon said, 
“The Lorp has said that He 
would dwell in the thick 
cloud. 2 Ch 6:1 ¢ Le 16:2; Ps 18:11; 97:2 
13 “I have surely built You a lofty 


house, 
RA place for Your dwelling 
forever.” 2Sa 7:13 ¢ Ex 15:17; Ps 132:14 

14 Then the king faced about and 
Rpblessed all the assembly of Israel, 
while all the assembly of Israel was 
standing. 2 Sa 6:18; 1 Ki 8:55 

15 He said, “Blessed be the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, who spoke with His 
mouth to my father David and has ful- 
filled it with His hand, saying, 

16 ‘8Since the day that I brought 
My people Israel from Egypt, I did 
not choose a city out of all the tribes 
of Israel in which to build a house 
that [My name might be there, but I 
chose David to be over My people Is- 
rael.’ 2 Sa 7:4, 5; 1 Ch 17:3-10; 2 Ch 6:5 * De 12:5, 11 

17 “8Now it was Tin the heart of 
my father David to build a house for 
the name of the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael. 2 Sa 7:2, 3:1 Ch 17:1, 2 © Lit with 

18 “But the Lorp said to my father 
David, ‘Because it was Tin your heart 
to build a house for My name, you did 
well that it was in your heart. Lit with 
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19 ‘Nevertheless you shall not 
build the house, but your son who will 
be born to you, he will build the house 
for My name,’ 

20 “Now the Lorp has fulfilled His 
word which He spoke; for ®I have 
risen in place of my father David and 
sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lorp 
Tpromised, and have built the house 
for the name of the Lorp, the God of 
Israel. 1 Ch 28:5, 6 ® Lit spoke 

21 “There I have set a place for the 
ark, 8in which is the covenant of the 
Lorp, which He made with our fa- 
thers when He brought them from the 
land of Egypt.” De 31:26; 1 Ki 8:9 


The Prayer of Dedication 

22 Then Solomon stood before the 
altar of the Lorp in the presence of all 
the assembly of Israel and spread out 
his hands toward heaven. 

23 He said, “O Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael, there is no God like You in 
heaven above or on earth beneath, 
keeping covenant and showing lov- 
ingkindness to Your servants who 
walk before You with all their heart, 

24 who have kept with Your ser- 
vant, my father David, that which You 
have promised him; indeed, You have 
spoken with Your mouth and have ful- 
filled it with Your hand as it is this day. 

25 “Now therefore, O Lorp, the 
God of Israel, keep with Your servant 
David my father that which You have 
Tpromised him, saying, ‘’You shall not 
lack a man to sit on the throne of Is- 
rael, if only your sons take heed to 
their way to walk before Me as you 
have walked,’ Lit spoken to ° 1 Ki 2:4 

26 “Now therefore, O God of Is- 
rael, let Your word, I pray, be con- 
firmed ®which You have spoken to 
Your servant, my father David. 2 sa 7:25 

27 “But will God indeed dwell 
on the earth? Behold, heaven 
and the “highest heaven cannot con- 
tain You, how much less this house 
which IJ have built! Lit heaven of heavens 

28 “Yet have regard to the ®prayer 
of Your servant and to his supplica- 
tion, O Lorp my God, to listen to the 
cry and to the prayer which Your ser- 
vant prays before You today; Ph 4:6 

29 ®that Your eyes may be open to- 
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ward this house night and day, toward 
Rthe place of which You have said, ‘My 
name shall be there,’ to listen to the 
prayer which Your servant shall pray 
toward this place. 2€h7:15;Ne 1:6 « De 12:11 

30 “RListen to the supplication of 
Your servant and of Your people Is- 
rael, }when they pray toward this 
place; hear in heaven Your dwelling 
place; hear and forgive. Ne 1:6*Da6:10 

31 “RIf a man sins against his 
neighbor and is made to take an oath, 
and he comes and takes an oath be- 
fore Your altar in this house, © ex 22:8-11 

32 then hear in heaven and act 
and judge Your servants, .condemn- 
ing the wicked by bringing his way on 
his own head and justifying the right- 
eous by giving him according to his 
righteousness. De 25:1 

33 “When Your people Israel are 
defeated before an enemy, because 
they have sinned against You, ®if they 
turn to You again and confess Your 
name and pray and make supplica- 
tion to You in this house, Le 26:40-42 

34 then hear in heaven, and for- 
give the sin of Your people Israel, and 
bring them back to the land which 
You gave to their fathers. 

35 “When the heavens are shut up 
and there is no rain, because they 
have sinned against You, and they 
pray toward this place and confess 
Your name and turn from their sin 
when You afflict them, 

36 then hear in heaven and for- 
give the sin of Your servants and of 
Your people Israel, indeed, teach them 
the good way in which they should 
walk. And send rain on Your land, 
which You have given Your people for 
an inheritance. 

37 “If there is famine in the land, if 
there is pestilence, if there is blight or 
mildew, locust or grasshopper, if their 
enemy besieges them in the land of 
their ‘cities, whatever plague, what- 
ever sickness there is, Lit gates 
_ 38 whatever prayer or supplica- 
tion is made by any man or by all 
Your people Israel, "each knowing the 
Taffliction of his own heart, and 
spreading his hands toward this 
house; Lit who shall know each ° Lit plague 

39 then hear in heaven Your 
dwelling place, and forgive and act 
and render to each according to all 
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his ways, kwhose heart You know, for 
You alone know the hearts of all the 
sons of men, 1 Sa 2:3; 16:7 

40 that they may "fear You all the 
days that they live in the land which 
You have given to our fathers. | 

4] “Also concerning the foreigner 
who is not of Your people Israel, when 
he comes from a far country for Your 
name’s sake 

42 (for they will hear of Your great 
name and Your mighty hand, and of 
Your outstretched arm); when he 
comes and prays toward this house, 

43 hear in heaven Your dwelling 
place, and do according to all for 
which the foreigner calls to You, in 
order that all the peoples of the earth 
may know Your name, to Ffear You, as 
do Your people Israel, and that they 
may know that this house which I 
have built is called by Your name. 

44 “When Your people go out to 
battle against their enemy, by what- 
ever way You Shall send them, and 
Rthey pray to the Lorp "toward the 
city which You have chosen and the 
house which I have built for Your 
name, Lit his © 2 Ch 14:11 ¢ Lit in the way of 

45 then hear in heaven their 
prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their ‘cause. Lit right or justice 

46 “When they sin against You (for 
there is no man who does not sin) and 
You are angry with them and deliver 
them to an enemy, so that they take 
them away captive to the land of the 
enemy, far off or near; 

47 if they take thought in the land 
where they have been taken captive, 
and repent and make supplication to 
You in the land of those who have 
taken them captive, saying, ‘We have 
sinned and have committed iniquity, 
we have acted wickedly’; 

48 if they return to You with all 
their heart and with all their soul in 
the land of their enemies who have 
taken them captive, and pray to You 
toward their land which You have 
given to their fathers, the city which 
You have chosen, and the house 
which I have built for Your name; 

49 then hear their prayer and their 
supplication in heaven Your dwelling 
place, and maintain their cause, 
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50 and forgive Your people who 
have sinned against You and all their 
transgressions which they have trans- 
gressed against You, and make them 
objects of compassion before those 
who have taken them captive, that 
they may have compassion on them 

51 (for they are Your people and 
Your inheritance which You have 
brought forth from Egypt, from the 
midst of the iron furnace), De 4:20; Je 11:4 

52-8that Your eyes may be open to 
the supplication of Your servant and 
to the supplication of Your people Is- 
rael, to listen to them whenever they 
call to You. 1 Ki 8:29 

53 “For You have separated them 
from all the peoples of the earth as 
Your inheritance, as You spoke 
through Moses Your servant, when 
You brought our fathers forth from 
Egypt, O Lord Gob.” — £x19:5,6: De 9:26-29 


Solomon’s Benediction 

54 RWhen Solomon had finished 
praying this entire prayer and suppli- 
cation to the Lorp, ®he arose from be- 
fore the altar of the Lorp, from 
kneeling on his knees with his hands 
spread toward heaven. 2¢h7:1¢2Ché6:13 

55 And he stood and ®blessed all 
the assembly of Israel with a loud 
voice, saying: Nu 6:23-26; 2 Sa 6:18; 1 Ki 8:14 

56 “Blessed be the Lorp, who 

has given rest to His people Is- 
rael, according to all that He 
Tpromised; 8not one word has failed 
of all His good promise, which 
He promised through Moses His ser- 
vant. De 12:10 © Lit spoke © Jos 21:45; 23:14, 15 

57 “May the Lorp our God be with 
us, as He was with our fathers; may 
He not leave us or forsake us, 

58 that 3He may incline our hearts 
to Himself, to walk in all His ways and 
to keep His commandments and His 
statutes and His ordinances, which He 
commanded our fathers. Ps 119:36; Je 31:33 

59 “And may these words of mine, 
with which I have made supplication 
before the Lorp, be near to the Lorp 
our God day and night, that He may 
maintain the ‘cause of His servant 
and the cause of His people Israel, as 
each day requires, Lit judgment 

60 so that all the peoples of the 
earth may know that the Lorp is God; 
there is no one else. 
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61 “Let your heart therefore be 
wholly devoted to the Lorp our God, 
to walk in His statutes and to keep His 
commandments, as at this day.” 


Dedicatory Sacrifices 
62 ®Now the king and all Israel 
with him 8offered sacrifice before the 
LORD. 2 Ch 7:4-10 ¢ 2 Sa 6:17-19; Ez 6:16, 17 
63 Solomon offered for the sacri- 
fice of peace offerings, which he of- 
fered to the Lorp, 22,000 oxen and 
120,000 sheep. 8So the king and all the 
sons of Israel dedicated the house of 
the Lorp. Ez 6:15-18; Ne 12:27 
64 On the same day the king con- 
secrated the middle of the court that 
was before the house of the Lorp, be- 
cause there he ‘offered the burnt of- 
fering and the grain offering and the 
fat of the peace offerings; for "the 
bronze altar that was before the Lorp 
was too small to hold the burnt offer- 
ing and the grain offering and the fat 
of the peace offerings. Lit made*2Ch4:1 
65 So RSolomon observed the 
feast at that time, and all Israel with 
him, a great assembly from the en- 
trance of Hamath to the brook of 
Egypt, before the Lorp our God, for 
seven days and seven more days, even 
fourteen days. Le 23:34-42; 1 Ki 8:2 
66 On the eighth day he sent the 
people away and they blessed the 
king. Then they went to their tents 
joyful and glad of heart for all the 
goodness that the Lorp had 'shown 
to David His servant and to Israel His 
people. Lit done 


God’s Promise and Warning 
Now it came about when Solomon 
had finished building the house of 
the Lorp, and the king’s house, and 
all that Solomon desired to do, 

2 that the Lorp appeared to 
Solomon a second time, as He had ap- 
peared to him at Gibeon. 

3 The Lorp said to him, “I have 
heard your prayer and your supplica- 
tion, which you have made before Me; 
I have consecrated this house which 
you have built ®by putting My name 
there forever, and My eyes and My 
heart will be there perpetually. 

4 “As for you, if you will walk be- 
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fore Me as your father David walked, 
in integrity of heart and uprightness, 
doing according to all that I have 
commanded you and will keep My 
statutes and My ordinances, 

5 then I will establish the throne 
of your kingdom over Israel forever, 
just as I "promised to your father 
David, saying, ‘You shall not lack a 
man on the throne of Israel.’ _ Lit spore 

6 “But if you or your sons indeed 
turn away from following Me, and do 
not keep My commandments and My 
statutes which I have set before you, 
and go and serve other gods and wor- 
ship them, 

7 ®then I will cut off Israel from 
the land which I have given them, 
and 8the house which I have conse- 
crated for My name, I will cast out of 
My sight. So Israel will become a 
proverb and a byword among all peo- 
ples. Le 18:24-29; De 4:26; 2 Ki 17:23 ¢ Je 7:4-14 

8 “And this house will become a 
heap of ruins; everyone who passes 
by will be astonished and hiss and 
say, ‘Why has the Lorp done thus to 
this land and to this house?’ 

9 “And they will say, ‘Because 
they forsook the Lorp their God, who 
brought their fathers out of the land 
of Egypt, and adopted other gods and 
worshiped them and served them, 
therefore the Lorp has brought all 
this adversity on them.” 


Cities Given to Hiram 

10 ®It came about at the end of 
twenty years in which Solomon had 
built the two houses, the house of the 
Lorp and the king’s house 2Ch 8:1 

11 (Hiram king of Tyre had sup- 
plied Solomon with cedar and cypress 
timber and gold according to all his 
desire), then King Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty cities in the land of 
Galilee. 

12 So Hiram came out from Tyre 
to see the cities which Solomon had 
given him, and they "did not please 
him. Lit were not right in his sight 

13 He said, “What are these cities 
which you have given me, my 
brother?” So they were called the land 
of ¥8Cabul to this day. Jos 19:27 

14 RAnd Hiram sent to the king 
120 talents of gold. 1 Ki 9:11 

15 Now this is the account of the 
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forced labor which King Solomon 
Rlevied to build the house of the Lorp, 
his own house, the FRMillo, the wall of 
Jerusalem, ®Hazor, Megiddo, and 
GeZer. 1Ki5:13 ¢2Sa5:9; 1 Ki 9:24 Jos 11:1; 19:36 

16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had 
gone up and captured Gezer and 
burned it with fire, and killed the 
RCanaanites who lived in the city, and 
had ®given it as a dowry to his daugh- 
ter, Solomon’s wife. Jos 16:10 * 1 Ki3:1; 7:8 

17 So Solomon rebuilt Gezer and 
the lower Beth-horon 

18 and Baalath and Tamar in the 
wilderness, in the land of Judah, 

19 and all the storage cities which 
Solomon had, even the cities for his 
chariots and the cities for his horse- 
men, and all that it pleased Solomon 
to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and 
in all the land under his rule. 1 Ki9:1 

20 As for all the people who were 
left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebu- 
oe who were not of the sons of Is- 
rael, 

21 their descendants who were 
left after them in the land whom the 
sons of Israel were unable to-destroy 
utterly, from them Solomon levied 
forced laborers, even to this day. 

22 But Solomon &8did not make 
slaves of the sons of Israel; for they 
were men of war, his servants, his 
princes, his captains, his chariot com- 
manders, and his horsemen. Le 25:39 

23 These were the ®chief officers 
who were over Solomon’s work, five 
hundred and fifty, who ruled over the 
people doing the work. 2cn8:10¢1Ki5:16 

24 As soon as 8Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter came up from the city of David to 
her house which Solomon had built for 
her, then he built the Millo. 1 Ki 3:1; 7:8 

25 Now &three times in a year 
Solomon offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings on the altar which he 
built to the Lorp, burning incense 
with them on the altar which was 
before the Lorp. So he finished the 
house. Ex 23:14-17; De 16:16 

26 King Solomon also built a 
Rfleet of ships in Ezion-geber, which 
is near Eloth on the shore of the Red 
Sea, in the land of Edom. 1 Ki 22:48 

27 And Hiram sent his servants 
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with the fleet, sailors who knew the 
sea, along with the servants of 
Solomon. 1 Ki 5:6, 9; 10:11 

28 They went to 8Ophir and took 
four hundred and twenty talents of 
gold from there, and brought it to 
King Solomon. 1 Ch 29:4; 2 Ch 8:18 


The Queen of Sheba 

l 4 eee when the queen of Sheba 
heard about the fame of 

Solomon concerning the name of the 

Lorpb, she came to test him with diffi- 

cult questions. 2 Ch 9:1; Ma 12:42: Lk 11:31 

2 So she came to Jerusalem with 
a very large retinue, with camels 8car- 
rying spices and very much gold and 
precious stones. When she came to 
Solomon, she spoke with him about 
all that was in her heart. 1 Ki 10:10 

Solomon ‘answered all her 
questions; nothing was hidden from 
the king which he did not Texplain to 
her. Lit told her all her words ¢ Lit tell her 

4 When the queen of Sheba per- 
ceived all the wisdom of Solomon, the 
house that he had built, 

5 the food of his table, the seat- 
ing of his servants, the attendance of 
his waiters and their attire, his cup- 
bearers, and his stairway by which he 
went up to the house of the Lorp, 
there was no more spirit in her. 

6 Then she said to the king, “It 
was a true report which I heard in my 
own land about your words and your 
wisdom. 

7 “Nevertheless I did not believe 
the Treports, until I came and my eyes 
had seen it. And behold, the half was 
not told me. You exceed in wisdom 
and prosperity the report which I 
heard. Lit words 

8 “How ®blessed are your men, 
how blessed are these your servants 
who stand before you continually and 
hear your wisdom. Pr 8:34 

9 “RBlessed be the Lorp your 
God who delighted in you to set you 
on the throne of Israel; because the 
Lorp loved Israel forever, therefore 
He made you king, to do justice and 
righteousness.” 1 Ki5:7 1 Ch 17:22; 2 Ch 2:11 

10 ®She gave the king a hundred 
and twenty talents of gold, and a very 
great amount of spices and precious 
stones. Never again did such abun- 
dance of spices come in as that which 
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the queen of Sheba gave King 
Solomon. 1 Ki 10:2 

11 RAlso the ships of Hiram, 
which brought gold from Ophir, 
brought in from Ophir a very great 
number of almug trees and precious 
stones. 1 Ki 9:27, 28; Job 22:24 

12 The king made of the almug 
trees supports for the house of the 
Lorp and for the king’s house, also 
lyres and harps for the singers; such 
almug trees have not come in again 
nor have they been seen to this day. 

13 King Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba all her desire which 
she requested, besides what he gave 
her according to his royal bounty. 
Then she turned and went to her own 
land together with her servants. 


Wealth, Splendor and Wisdom 

14 4 RNow the weight of gold which 
came in to Solomon in one year was 
666 talents of gold, 2 Ch 9:13-28 

15 besides that from the traders 
and the ‘wares of the merchants and 
all the kings of the 8Arabs and the 
governors of the country. 2Ch9:14 

16 King Solomon made 200 large 
shields of beaten gold, using 600 
shekels of gold on each large shield. 

17 He made 300 shields of beaten 
gold, using three minas of gold on 
each shield, and the king put them in 
the house of the forest of Lebanon. 

18 Moreover, the king made a 
great throne of 8ivory and overlaid it 
with refined gold. 1 Ki 10:22; 2 Ch 9:17; Ps 45:8 

19 There were six steps to the 
throne and a round top to the throne 
at its rear, and ‘arms on each side of 
the seat, and two lions standing be- 
side the arms. Lit hands 

20 Twelve lions were standing 
there on the six steps on the one side 
and on the other; nothing like it was 
made for any other kingdom. 

21 All King Solomon’s drinking 
vessels were of gold, and all the ves- 
sels of the house of the forest of 
Lebanon were of pure gold. None was 
of silver; it was not considered ‘valu- 
able in the days of Solomon. 

22 For 8the king had at sea the 
ships of Tarshish with the ships of 
Hiram; once every three years the 
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ships of Tarshish came bringing gold 
and silver, ivory and apes and pea- 
cocks. 1 Ki 9:26-28; 22:48; 2 Ch 20:36 

23 So King Solomon became 
greater than all the kings of the earth 
in riches and in wisdom. 1 ki3:12, 13; 4:30 

24 All the earth was seeking the 
presence of Solomon, ®to hear his 
wisdom which God had put in his 
heart. 1 Ki 3:9, 12, 28 

25 They brought every man his 
gift, articles of silver and gold, gar- 
ments, weapons, spices, horses, and 
mules, so much year by year. Ps 68:29 

26 Now Solomon gathered chari- 
ots and horsemen; and he had 1,400 
chariots and 12,000 horsemen, and he 
stationed them in the chariot cities 
and with the king in Jerusalem. 

27 The king made silver as com- 
mon as stones in Jerusalem, and he 
made cedars as plentiful as sycamore 
trees that are in the "lowland. 

28 RAlso Solomon’s import of 
horses was from Egypt and Kue, and 
the king’s merchants procured them 
from Kue for a price. De 17:16; 2 Ch 1:16; 9:28 

29 A chariot was imported from 
Egypt for 600 shekels of silver, and a 
horse for 150; and by the same means 
they exported them &to all the kings 
of the Hittites and to the kings of the 
Arameans. 2 Ki7:6,7 


Solomon Turns from God 
Now King Solomon loved 
many foreign women along with 
the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, 
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and 
Hittite women, De 17:17; Ne 13:23-27 

2 from the nations concerning 
which the Lorp had said to the sons 
of Israel, “You shall not associate with 
them, nor shall they associate with 
you, for they will surely turn your 
heart away after their gods.” Solomon 
held fast to these in love. 

3 ®He had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concu- 
bines, and his wives turned his heart 
away. 2 Sa 5:13-16 

4 For when Solomon was old, his 
wives turned his heart away after 
other gods; and ®his heart was not 
"wholly devoted to the Lorp his God, 
as the heart of David his father had 
been. 1 Ki 9:4 

5 For Solomon went after Ash- 
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toreth the goddess of the Sidonians 
and after Milcom the detestable idol 
of the Ammonites. Ju 2:13; 10:6;1 Sa 7:3, 4 

6 Solomon did what was evil in 
the sight of the Lorp, and did not fol- 
low the Lorn fully, as David his father 
had done. 

7 Then Solomon built a high 
place for }Chemosh the detestable 
idol of Moab, on the mountain which 
is Teast of Jerusalem, and for Molech 
the detestable idol. of the sons of 
Ammon. Nu 21:29; Ju 11:24; 2 Ki 23:13 ¢ Lit before 

8 Thus also he did for all his for- 
eign wives, who burned incense and 
sacrificed to their gods. 

9 Now 8&the Lorp was angry with 
Solomon because his heart was 
turned away from the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, }who had appeared to him 
twice, Ps 90:7 © 1 Ki 11:2)4 ¢ 1 Ki 3:5; 9:2 

10 and had commanded him con- 
cerning this thing, that he should not 
go after other gods; but he did not ob- 
serve what the Lorp had commanded. 

11 So the Lorp said to Solomon, 
“Because ‘you have done this, and 
you have not kept My covenant and 
My statutes, which I have com- 
manded you, I will surely tear the 
kingdom from you, and will give it to 
your servant: Lit this is with you 

12 “Nevertheless I will not do it in 
your days for the sake of your father 
David, but I will tear it out of the hand 
of your son. 

13 “However, I will not tear away 
all the kingdom, but I will give one 
tribe to your son for the sake of My 
servant David and for the sake of 
Jerusalem which I have chosen.” 


God Raises Adversaries 

14 Then the Lorp raised up an ad- 
versary to Solomon, Hadad the 
Edomite; he was of the ‘royal line in 
Edom. Lit Ring’s seed 

15 For it came about, }when David 
was in Edom, and Joab the com- 
mander of the army had gone up to 
bury the slain, and had struck down 
every male in Edom 2 Sa 8:14; 1 Ch 18:12, 13 

16 (for Joab and all Israel stayed 
there six months, until he had cut off 
every male in Edom), 

17 that Hadad fled "to Egypt, he 


10:27 Heb Shephelah 11:4'Lit complete with 
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and certain Edomites of his father’s 
servants with him, while Hadad was a 
young boy. Lit to go into 

18 They arose from Midian and 
came to ®Paran; and they took men 
with them from Paran and came to 
Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who 
gave him a house and assigned him 
food and gave him land. Nu 10:12; De 1:1 

19 Now Hadad found great favor 
before Pharaoh, so that he gave him 
in marriage the sister of his own wife, 
the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 

20 The sister of Tahpenes bore his 
son Genubath, whom  Tahpenes 
weaned in Pharaoh’s house; and 
Genubath was in Pharaoh’s house 
among the sons of Pharaoh. 

21 But Rwhen Hadad heard in 
Egypt that David slept with his fa- 
thers and that Joab the commander of 
the army was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, “Send me away, that I may 
go to my own country.” 1 Ki 2:10 

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But 
what have you lacked with me, that 
behold, you are seeking to go to your 
own country?” And he answered, 
“Nothing; nevertheless you must 
surely Tlet me £0.” Lit send me away 

23 ®God also raised up another 
adversary to him, Rezon the son of 
Eliada, who had fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah. 1 Ki 11:14 

24 He gathered men to himself 
and became leader of a marauding 
band, 8after David slew them of 
Zobah; and they went to Damascus 
and stayed ‘there, and reigned in 
Damascus. 2 Sa 10:8, 18 « Lit in it 

25 So he was an adversary to Is- 
rael all the days of Solomon, along 
with the evil that Hadad did; and he 
abhorred Israel and reigned over 
Aram. 

26 Then Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow, also re- 
belled against the king. 2. Sa 20:21 

27. Now this was the reason why 
he ‘rebelled against the king: 
RSolomon built the ™Millo, and closed 
up the breach of the city of his father 
David. Lit lifted up a hand « 1 Ki 9:15, 24 « Le. citadel 

28 Now the man Jeroboam was a 
valiant warrior, and when Solomon 
saw that the young man was industri- 
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ous, he appointed him over all the 
forced labor of the house of Joseph. 

29 It came about at that time, 
when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah 
the Shilonite found him on the road. 
Now ‘Ahijah had clothed himself 
with a new cloak; and both of them 
were alone in the field. Lit he 

30 Then ®Ahijah took hold of the 
new cloak which was on him and tore 
it into twelve pieces. 1 Sa 15:27, 28 

31 He said to Jeroboam, “Take for 
yourself ten pieces; for thus says the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I will 
tear the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon and give you ten tribes 

32 (but he will have one tribe, for 
the sake of My servant David and for 
the sake of Jerusalem, 8the city which 
I have chosen from all the tribes of Is- 
rael), 1 Ki 11:13; 12:21 © 1 Ki 11:13; 14:21 

33 because they have forsaken 
Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth 
the goddess of the Sidonians, 
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Mil- 
com the god of the sons of Ammon; 
and they have not walked in My ways, 
doing what is right in My sight and 
observing My statutes and My ordi- 
nances, as his father David did. 

34 ‘Nevertheless I will not take the 
whole kingdom out of his hand, but I 
will make him ruler all the days of his 
life, for the sake of My servant David 
whom I chose, who observed My com- 
mandments and My statutes; 

35 but 81 will take the kingdom 
from his son’s hand and give it to you, 
even ten tribes. 1 Ki 11:12; 12:16, 17 

36 ‘But to his son I will give one 
tribe, that My servant David may have 
a lamp always before Me in 
Jerusalem, the city where I have cho- 
sen for Myself to put My name. 

37 ‘I will take you, and you shall 
reign over whatever you desire, and 
you shall be king over Israel. 

38 ‘Then it will be, that if you lis- 
ten to all that I command you and 
walk in My ways, and do what is right 
in My sight by observing My statutes 
and My commandments, as My ser- 
vant David did, then ®I will be with 
you and ®build you an enduring house 
as I built for David, and I will give Is- 
rael to you. De 31:8; Jos 1:5 © 2 Sa 7:11, 27 

39 ‘Thus I will afflict the "descen- 
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dants of David for this, but not al- 
ways.’ 4 Lit seed 

40 Solomon sought therefore to 
put Jeroboam to death; but Jeroboam 
arose and fled to Egypt to Shishak 
king of Egypt, and he was in Egypt 
until the death of Solomon. 


The Death of Solomon 

41 Now the rest of the acts of 
Solomon and whatever he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the 
book of the acts of Solomon? 2cn9:29 

42 Thus ®the time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel 
was forty years. 2 Ch 9:30 

43 And Solomon slept with his fa- 
thers and was buried in the city of his 
father David, and his son Rehoboam 
reigned in his place. 


King Rehoboam Acts Foolishly 

l Then Rehoboam went to 
Shechem, for all Israel had 

come to Shechem to make him king. 

2 Now 8when Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat heard of it, he was living in 
Egypt (for he was yet in Egypt, where 
he had fled from the presence of King 
Solomon). 1 Ki 11:26, 40 © Lit Jeoboam 

3 Then they sent and called him, 
and Jeroboam and all the assembly of 
Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, 
saying, 

4 “RYour father made our yoke 
hard; now therefore lighten the hard 
service of your father and his heavy 
yoke which he put on us, and we will 
serve you.” 1 Sa 8:11-18; 1 Ki 4:7, 21-25; 9:15 

5 Then he said to them, “8Depart 
Tfor three days, then return to me.” So 
the people departed. 1 Ki 12:12 « Lit yet three 

6 King Rehoboam_ consulted 
with the elders who had ‘served his 
father Solomon while he was still 
alive, saying, “How do you counsel me 
to answer this people?” Lit stood before 

7 Then they spoke to him, say- 
ing, “If you will be a servant to this 
people today, and will serve them and 
grant them their petition, and speak 
good words to them, then they will be 
your servants forever.” 2.Ch 10:7; Pr 15:1 

8 But he forsook the counsel of 
the elders which they had given him, 
and consulted with the young men 
who grew up with him ‘and served 
him. Lit who stood before 
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9 So he said to them, “What 
counsel do you give that we may an- 
swer this people who have spoken to 
me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke which 
your father put on us’?” 

10 The young men who grew up 
with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus 
you shall say to this people who spoke 
to you, saying, ‘Your father made our 
yoke heavy, now you make it lighter 
for us!’ But you shall speak to them, 
‘My little finger is thicker than my fa- 
ther’s loins! 

11 ‘Whereas my father loaded you 
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke; my father disciplined you with 
whips, but I will discipline you with 
scorpions.’” 

12 Then Jeroboam and all the 
people came to Rehoboam on the 
third day as the king had ‘directed, 
saying, “8Return to me on the third 
day.” Lit spoken © 1 Ki 12:5 

13 The king answered the people 
harshly, for he forsook the advice of 
the elders which they had given him, 

14 and he spoke to them accord- 
ing to the advice of the young men, 
saying, “My father made your yoke 
heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my 
father disciplined you with whips, but 
I will discipline you with scorpions.” 

15 So the king did not listen to the 
people; for it was a turn of events 
from the Lorp, that He might estab- 
lish His word, which the Lorp spoke 
through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat. 1 Ki 11:11, 31 


The Kingdom Divided; Jeroboam 
Rules Israel 
_ 16 When all Israel saw that the 
king did not listen to them, the people 
answered the king, saying, 
“What portion do we have in 
David? 
We have no inheritance in the 
son of Jesse; 
To your tents, O Israel! 
Now look after your own 
house, David!” 
So Israel departed to their tents. 

17 But 8as for the sons of Israel 
who lived in the cities of Judah, Re- 
hoboam reigned over them. 1 ki 11-13, 36 

18 Then King Rehoboam sent 
RAdoram, who was over the forced 
labor, and all Israel stoned him to 
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death. And King Rehoboam made 
haste to mount his chariot to flee to 
Jerusalem. 2 Sa 20:24; 1 Ki 4:6; 5:14 

19 So Israel has been in rebellion 
against the house of David to this day. 

20: It came about when all Israel 
heard that Jeroboam had returned, 
that they sent and called him to the 
assembly and made him king over all 
Israel. None but the tribe of Judah fol- 
lowed the house of David. 

21 Now when Rehoboam had 
come to Jerusalem, he assembled all 
the house of Judah and the tribe of 
Benjamin, 180,000 chosen men who 
were warriors, to fight against the 
house of Israel to restore the kingdom 
to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 

22 But the word of God came to 
Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 

23 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the 
house of Judah and Benjamin and to 
the ®rest of the people, saying, 1 ki 12:17 

24 ‘Thus says the Lorp, “You must 
not go up and fight against your 'rel- 
atives the sons of Israel; return every 
man to his house, ®for this thing has 
come from Me.”’” So they listened to 
the word of the Lorp, and returned 
and went their way according to the 
word of the Lorp. Lit brothers * 1 Ki 12:15 


Jeroboam’s Idolatry 

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem 
in the hill country of Ephraim, and 
lived there. And he went out from 
there and built Penuel. 

26 Jeroboam said in his heart, 
“Now the kingdom will return to the 
house of David. 

27 “If this people go up to offer 
sacrifices in the house of the Lorpb at 
Jerusalem, then the heart of this peo- 
ple will return to their lord, even to 
Rehoboam king of Judah; and they 
will kill me and return to Rehoboam 
king of Judah.” De 12:5-7, 14 

28 So the king consulted, and 
made two golden 8calves, and he said 
to them, “It is too much for you to go 
up to Jerusalem; ®behold your gods, 
O Israel, that brought you up from the 
land of Egypt.” Ho 10:5 ¢ Ex 32:4, 8 

29 He set Sone in ®Bethel, and the 
other he put in Dan. Ho 10:5 * Ge 28:19 

30 Now &this thing became a sin, 
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for the people went to worship before 
the one as far as Dan. 1&i13:34:2 Ki 17:21 

31 And ®he made houses on high 
places, and made priests from among 
all the people who were not of the 
sons of Levi. 1 Ki 13:32 

32 Jeroboam instituted a feast in 
the eighth month on the fifteenth day 
of the month, like the feast which is in 
Judah, and he went up to the altar; 
thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to 
the calves which he had made. And he 
stationed in Bethel the priests of the 
high places which he had made. 

33 Then he ‘went up to the altar 
which he had made in Bethel on the 
fifteenth day in the eighth month, 
even in the month which he had ™de- 
vised in his own heart; and he insti- 
tuted a feast for the sons of Israel 
and went up to the altar 8to burn in- 
CensSe. Or offered upon ¢ Lit made e Nu 15:39 ® 1 Ki 13:1 


Jeroboam Warned, Stricken 
r%, l Now behold, there came 8a 
y man of God from Judah to 
Bethel by the word of the Lorp, while 
Jeroboam was standing by the altar 
Rto burn incense.1 Ki 12:22; 2 Ki 23:17 © 1 Ki 12:33 
2 He cried against the altar by 
the word of the Lorp, and said, “O 
altar, altar, thus says the Lorp, ‘Be- 
hold, a son shall be born to the house 
of David, Josiah by name; and on 
you he shall sacrifice the priests of the 
high places who burn incense on you, 
and human bones shall be burned on 
you.” 1 Ki 13:32 © 2 Ki 23:15, 16 
3 Then he gave a sign the same 
day, saying, “®This is the sign which 
the Lorp has spoken, ‘Behold, the 
altar shall be split apart and the 
ashes which are on it shall be poured 
out.’” Ex 4:1-5; Ju 6:17; Is 38:7; Jo 2:18; 1 Co 1:22 
4 Now when the king heard the 
saying of the man of God, which he 
cried against the altar in Bethel, Jer- 
oboam stretched out his hand from 
the altar, saying, “Seize him.” But his 
hand which he stretched out against 
him dried up, so that he could not 
draw it back to himself. 
5 The altar also was split apart 
and the Tashes were poured out from 
the altar, according to the ‘sign which 
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the man of God had given by the word 
of the Lorp. Lit ashes of fat ¢ Lit wonder 
6 The king said to the man of 
God; “Please fentreat the LorD your 
God, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be restored to me.” So ®the man 
of God Fentreated the Lorp, and the 
king’s hand was restored to him, and 
it became as it was before. Lk 6:27, 28 
7 Then the king said to the man 
of God, “Come home with me and re- 
fresh yourself, and 81 will give you a 
reward.” 1 Sa 9:7, 8:2 Ki5:15 
8 But the man of God said to the 
king, “RIf you were to give me half 
your house I would not go with you, 
nor would I eat bread or drink water 
in this place. Nu 22:18; 24:13; 1 Ki 13:16, 17 
9 “For so Tit was commanded me 
by the word of the Lorp, saying, ‘You 
shall eat no bread, nor drink water, 
nor return by the way which you 
came.’” Lit he commanded me 
10 So he went another way and 
did not return by the way which he 
came to Bethel. 


The Disobedient Prophet 

11 Now 8an old prophet was liv- 
ing in Bethel; and his ‘sons came and 
told him all the deeds which the man 
of God had done that day in Bethel; 
the words which he had spoken to the 
king, these also they related to their 
father. 1 Ki 13:25; 2 Ki 23:18 « Lit son 

12 Their father said to them, 
“TWhich way did he go?” Now his 
sons had seen the way which the man 
of God who came from Judah had 
gone. Lit Where is the way he went 

13 Then he said to his sons; “Sad- 
dle the donkey for me.” So they sad- 
dled the donkey for him and he rode 
away on it. 

14 So he went after the man of 
God and found him sitting under Tan 
oak; and he said to him, “Are you the 
man of God who came from Judah?” 
And he said, i amy’ Or a terebinth 

15 Then he said to him, “Come 
home with me and eat bread.” 

16 He said, “I cannot return with 
you, nor go with you, nor will I eat 
bread or drink water with you in this 
place. 1 Ki 13:8, 9 

17 “For a command came to me 
Rby the word of the Lorp, ‘You shall 
eat no bread, nor drink water there; 
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do not return by going the way which 
you came.” 1 Ki 20:35 

18 He said to him, “I also am a 
prophet like you, and an angel spoke 
to me by the word of the Lorb, say- 
ing, ‘Bring him back with you to your 
house, that he may eat bread and 
drink water.” But he lied to him. 

19 So he went back with him, and 
ate bread in his house and drank 
water. 

20 Now it came about, as they 
were sitting down at the table, that the 
word of the Lorp came to the prophet 
who had brought him back; 

21 and he cried to the man of God 
who came from Judah, saying, “Thus 
says the Lorp, ‘Because you have ‘dis- 
obeyed the Tcommand of the Lorp, 
and have not observed the command- 
ment which the Lorp your God com- 
manded you, Lit rebelled against ¢ Lit mouth 

22 but have returned and eaten 
bread and drunk water in the place of 
which He said to you, “Eat no bread 
and drink no water”; your body shall 
not come to the grave of your fa- 
thers.” 

23 It came about after he had 
eaten bread and after he had drunk, 
that he saddled the donkey for him, 
a ih prophet whom he had brought 
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24 Now when he had gone, 8a lion 
met him on the way and killed him, 
and his body was thrown on the road, 
with the donkey standing beside it; 
the lion also was standing beside the 
body. 1 Ki 20:36 

25 And behold, men passed by 
and saw the body thrown on the road, 
and the lion standing beside the body; 
so they came and told it in the city 
where the old prophet lived. 1 ki 13:11 

26 Now when the prophet who 
brought him back from the way heard 
it, he said, “It is the man of God, who 
disobeyed the command of the Lorp; 
therefore the Lorp has given him to 
the lion, which has torn him and 
killed him, according to the word of 
the Lorp which He spoke to him.” 

_ 27 Then he spoke to his sons, say- 
ing, “Saddle the donkey for me.” And 
they saddled it. 
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28 He went and found his body 
thrown on the road with the donkey 
and the lion standing beside the body; 
the lion had not eaten the body nor 
torn the donkey. 

29 So the prophet took up the 
body of the man of God and laid it on 
the donkey and brought it back, and 
he came to the city of the old prophet 
to mourn and to bury him. 

30 He laid his body in his own 
grave, and they mourned over him, 
saying, “RAlas, my brother!” Je 22:18 

31 After he had buried him, he 
spoke to his sons, saying, “When I die, 
bury me in the grave in which the 
man of God is buried; lay my bones 
beside his bones. Ru 1:17; 2 Ki 23:17, 18 

32 “RFor the thing shall surely 
come to pass which he cried by the 
word of the Lorp against the altar in 
Bethel and 8against all the houses of 
the high places which are in the cities 
of Samaria.” 1 Ki 13:2 © Le 26:30; 1 Ki 12:31 

33 After this event Jeroboam did 
not return from his evil way, but 8a- 
gain he made priests of the high 
places from among all the people; any 
who would, he ordained, to be priests 
of the high places. 1 Ki 12:31, 32 

34 RThis event became sin to the 
house of Jeroboam, even to blot it 
out and destroy it from off the face of 
the earth. 1 Ki 12:30; 2 Ki 17:21 « 1 Ki 14:10; 15:29, 30 


Ahijah Prophesies against the 


King 
l A that time Abijah the son of 
Jeroboam became sick. 

2 Jeroboam said to his wife, 
“Arise now, and disguise yourself so 
that they will not know that you are 
the wife of Jeroboam, and go to 
Shiloh; behold, Ahijah the prophet is 
there, who spoke concerning me that 
I would be king over this people. 

3 “RTake ten loaves with you, 
some cakes and a jar of honey, and go 
to him. He will tell you what will hap- 
pen to the boy.” — 1Sa9:7,8; 1 Ki 13:7; 2 Ki 4:42 

4 Jeroboam’s wife did so, and 
arose and went to ®Shiloh, and came 
to the house of RAhijah. Now Ahijah 
could not see, for his eyes were dim 
because of his age. 1 Ki 14:2 © 1 Ki 11:29 

5 Now the Lorp had said to Ahi- 
jah, “Behold, the wife of Jeroboam is 
coming to inquire of you concerning 
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her son, for he is sick. You shall say 
thus and thus to her, for it will be 
when she arrives that 8she will pre- 
tend to be another woman.” 2Sa 14:2 

6 When Ahijah heard the sound 
of her feet coming in the doorway, he 
said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam, why 
do you pretend to be another woman? 
For I am sent to you with a harsh mes- 
sage. 

7 “Go, say to Jeroboam, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp God of Israel, “®Be- 
cause I exalted you from among the 
people and made you leader over My 
people Israel, 2 Sa 12:7; 1 Ki 11:28-31; 16:2 

8 and 8tore the kingdom away 
from the house of David and gave it to 
you—yet you have not been like My 
servant David, who kept My com- 
mandments and who followed Me 
with all his heart, to do only that 
which was right in My sight; 1xi11:31 

9 you also have done more evil 
than all who were before you, and 
Rhave gone and made for yourself 
other gods and molten images to pro- 
voke Me to anger, and have cast Me 
behind your back— 1 Ki 12:28;'2 Ch 11:15 

10 therefore behold, I am bringing 
calamity on the house of Jeroboam, 
and &will cut off from Jeroboam 
every male person, ®both bond and 
free in Israel, and I will make a clean 
sweep of the house of Jeroboam, as 
one sweeps away dung until it is all 
gone. 1 Ki 21:21; 2 Ki 9:8 ¢ De 32:36; 2 Ki 14:26 

11 “RAnyone belonging to Jer- 
oboam who dies in the city the dogs 
will eat. And he who dies in the field 
the birds of the heavens will eat; for 
the Lorp has spoken it.”’ 1 Ki 16:4; 21:24 

12 “Now you, arise, go to your 
house. When your feet enter the city 
the child will die. 1 Ki 14:17 

13 “All Israel shall mourn for him 
and bury him, for he alone of Jer- 
oboam’s family will come to the 
grave, because in him something 
good was found toward the Lorp God 
of Israel in the house of Jeroboam. 

14 “Moreover, ®the Lorp will raise 
up for Himself a king over Israel who 
will cut off the house of Jeroboam this 
day and from now on. 1 Ki 15:27-29 

15 “For the Lorp will strike Israel, 
as a reed is shaken in the water; and 
RHe will uproot Israel from this good 
land which He gave to their fathers, 
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and will scatter them beyond the Eu- 
phrates River, because they have 
made their FAsherim, provoking the 
Lorp to anger. De 29:28; 2 Ki 17:6: Ps 52:5 
16 “He will give up Israel on ac- 
count of the sins of Jeroboam, which 
he Tcommitted and with which he 
made Israel to sin.” Lit sinned 
17 Then Jeroboam’s wife arose 
and departed and came to Tirzah. As 
she was entering the threshold of the 
house, the child died. 1 Ki 14:12 
18 RAll Israel buried him -and 
mourned for him, according to the 
word of the Lorp which He spoke 
through His servant Ahijah the 
prophet. 1 Ki 14:13 
19 Now the rest of the acts of Jer- 
oboam, Show he made war and how 
he reigned, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Israel. 1 Ki 14:30; 2 Ch 13:2-20 
20 The time that Jeroboam 
reigned was twenty-two years; and he 
slept with his fathers, and Nadab his 
son reigned in his place. 


Rehoboam Misleads Judah 

21 Now Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon reigned in Judah. Re- 
hoboam was forty-one years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city 
which the Lorp had chosen from all 
the tribes of Israel to put His name 
there. And his mother’s name was 
Naamah the Ammonitess. 2 Ch 12:13 

22 ®Judah did evil in the sight of 
the Lorp, and they provoked Him to 
jealousy more than all that their fa- 
thers had done, with the sins which 
they committed. 2 Ch 12:1, 14 

23 For they also built for them- 
selves high places and sacred pillars 
and Asherim on every high hill and 
beneath every luxuriant tree. 

24 There were also male cult pros- 
titutes in the land. They did according 
to all the abominations of the nations 
which the Lorp dispossessed before 
the sons of Israel. 

25 Now it happened in the fifth 
year of King Rehoboam, that Shishak 
the king of Egypt came up against 
Jerusalem. 1 Ki 11:40; 2 Ch 12:2, 9 

26 He took away the treasures of 
the house of the Lorp and the treas- 
ures of the king’s house, and ®he took 
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everything, Reven taking all the 
shields of gold which Solomon had 
made. 1 Ki 15:18; 2 Ch 12:9 ¢ 1 Ki 10:17; 2 Ch 9:15, 16 
27 So King Rehoboam made 
shields of bronze in their place, and 
Rcommitted them to the ‘care of the 
commanders of the guard who 
guarded the doorway of the king’s 
house. 1 Sa 8:11; 22:17 © Lit hand 
28 Then it happened as often as 
the king entered the house of the 
Lorp, that the ‘guards would carry 
them and would bring them back into 
the ‘guards’ room. Lit runners 
29 Now the rest of the acts of Re- 
hoboam and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 2 ch 12:15, 16 
30 There was war between Re- 
hoboam and Jeroboam continually. 
31 And Rehoboam slept with his 
fathers and was buried with his fa- 
thers in the city of David; and 8his 
mother’s name was Naamah the Am- 
monitess. And Abijam his son became 
king in his place. 1 Ki 14:21 


Abijam Reigns over Judah 

1 ig powee in the eighteenth year of 
King Jeroboam, the son of 

Nebat, Abijam became king over 

Judah. 2.Ch 13:1 

2 He reigned three years in 
Jerusalem; and his mother’s name 
was RMaacah the daughter of 
RAbishalom. 2 Ch'13:2 © 2 Ch 11:21 

3 He walked in all the sins of his 
father which he had committed be- 
fore him; and his heart was not 
wholly devoted to the Lorp his God, 
like the heart of his father David. 

4 But for David’s sake the Lorp 
his God gave him a lamp in 
Jerusalem, to raise up his son after 
him and to establish Jerusalem; 

__ 9 because David did what was 
right in the sight of the Lorp, and had 
not turned aside from anything that 
He commanded him all the days of his 
life, Sexcept in the case of Uriah the 
Hittite. 1 ki 9:4; 14:8; Lk 1:6 « 2 Sa 11:3f, 15-17: 12:9, 10 

6 ®There was war between Re- 
hoboam and Jeroboam all the days of 
his life. 1 Ki 14:30; 2 Ch 12:15-13:20 

7 Now &the rest of the acts of 


14:15 I.e. wooden symbols of a female deity 
14:27 Lit runner 14:28 Lit runners 
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Abijam and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? RAnd 
there was war between Abijam and 
Jeroboam. 2 Ch 13:2, 21, 22 ¢ 2 Ch 13:3-20 


Asa Succeeds Abijam 

8 RAnd Abijam slept with his fa- 
thers and they buried him in the city 
of David; and Asa his son became 
king in his place. 2Ch 14:1 

9 So in the twentieth year of Jer- 
oboam the king of Israel, Asa began 
to reign as king of Judah. 

10 He reigned forty-one years in 
Jerusalem; and "his mother’s name 
was Maacah the daughter of Abi- 
shalom. 1 Ki 15:2 

11 Asa did what was right in the 
sight of the Lorp, like David his fa- 
ther. 2 Ch 14:2 

12 ®He also put away the male cult 
prostitutes from the land and re- 
moved all the idols which his fathers 
had made. De 23:17; 1 Ki 14:24; 22:46 

13 He also removed Maacah his 
mother from being queen mother, be- 
cause she had made a horrid image as 
an Asherah; and Asa cut down her 
horrid image and ®burned it at the 
brook Kidron. 2 Ch 15:16-18 ¢ Ex 32:20 

14 But the high places were not 
taken away; nevertheless ®the heart of 
Asa was wholly devoted to the Lorp 
all his days. 1 Ki 22:43; 2 Ki 12:3 « 1 Ki 8:61; 15:3 

15 He brought into the house of 
the Lorp the dedicated things of his 
father and his own dedicated things: 
silver and gold and utensils. 1 Ki7:51 

16 8Now there was war between 
Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their 
days. 1 Ki 15:32 

17 ®Baasha king of Israel went up 
against Judah and ®fortified Ramah 
in order to prevent anyone from 
going out or coming in to Asa king of 
Judah. 2 Ch 16:1-6 © Jos 18:25; 1 Ki 15:21, 22 

18 Then Asa took all the silver 
and the gold which were left in the 
treasuries of the house of the Lorp 
and the treasuries of the king’s house, 
and delivered them into the hand of 
his servants. And ®King Asa sent 
them to Ben-hadad the son of 
Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king 
of Aram, who lived in Damascus, say- 
ing, 1 Ki 14:26; 15:15 e 2 Ki 12:17, 18; 2 Ch 16:2 
19 “Let there be a ®treaty between 
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Tyou and me, as between my father 
and your father. Behold, I have sent 
you a present of silver and gold; go, 
break your treaty with Baasha king of 
Israel so that he will withdraw from 
e.” 2 Ch 16:7 @ Lit me and you 
20 So Ben-hadad listened to King 
Asa and sent the commanders of his 
armies against the cities of Israel, and 
Tconquered ®Ijon, Dan, Abel-beth- 
maacah and all Chinneroth, besides 
all the land of Naphtali. rit smote « 2 ki 15:29 
21 When Baasha heard of it, She 
ceased ‘fortifying Ramah and re- 
mained in Tirzah. 1 Ki 15:17 « Lit building 
22 Then King Asa made a procla- 
mation to all Judah—none was ex- 
empt—and they carried away the 
stones of Ramah and its timber with 
which Baasha had built. And King 
Asa built with them ®Geba of Ben- 
jamin and Mizpah. Jos 18:24; 21:17 


Jehoshaphat Succeeds Asa 

23 RNow the rest of all the acts of 
Asa and all his might and all that he 
did and the cities which he built, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? But 
in the time of his old age he was dis- 
eased in his feet. 2.Ch 16:11-14 

24 And Asa slept with his fathers 
and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David his father; and ®Je- 
hoshaphat his son reigned in his 
place. 1 Ki 22:41-44; 2 Ch 17:1; Ma 1:8 


Nadab, then Baasha, Rules over 
Israel 

25 Now Nadab the son of Jer- 
oboam became king over Israel in the 
second year of Asa king of Judah, and 
he reigned over Israel two years. 

26 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, and ®walked in the way of his 
father and in his sin which he made 
Israel sin. 1 Ki 12:28-33; 13:33, 34 

27 Then Baasha the son of Ahijah 
of the house of Issachar conspired 
against him, and Baasha struck him 
down at Gibbethon, which belonged 
to the Philistines, while Nadab and all 
Israel were laying siege to Gibbethon. 

28 So Baasha killed him in the 
third year of Asa king of Judah and 
reigned in his place. 

29 It came about as soon as he 
was king, he struck down all the 
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household of Jeroboam. He did not 
leave to Jeroboam ‘any persons alive, 
until he had destroyed them, ®accord- 
ing to the word of the Lorp, which He 
spoke by His servant Ahijah the 
Shilonite, Lit any breath ¢ 1 Ki 14:9-16 

30 and because of the sins of Jer- 
oboam which he sinned, and which he 
made Israel sin, because of his provo- 
cation with which he provoked the 
Lorp God of Israel to anger. 

31 Now the rest of the acts of 
Nadab and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Israel? 1 Ki 14:19 


War with Judah 

32 ®There was war between Asa 
and Baasha king of Israel all their 
days. 1 Ki 15:16 

33 In the third year of Asa king of 
Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah be- 
came king over all Israel at Tirzah, 
and reigned twenty-four years. 

34 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, and ®walked in the way of Jer- 
oboam and in his sin which he made 
Israel sin. 1 Ki 15:26 


Prophecy against Baasha 

l 6X the word of the Lorp came 
to Jehu the son of RHanani 

against Baasha, saying, 2. Ch 16:7-10 

2 “Inasmuch as I exalted you 
from the dust and made you leader 
over My people Israel, and you have 
walked in the way of Jeroboam and 
have made My people Israel sin, pro- 
voking Me to anger with their sins, 

3 behold, I will consume ®Baasha 
and his house, and I will make your 
house like the house of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat. 1 Ki 16:11 

4 “Anyone of Baasha who dies in 
the city the dogs will eat, and anyone 
of his who dies in the field the birds of 
the heavens will eat.” 

5 Now the rest of the acts of 
Baasha and what he did and his 
might, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Israel? 1 Ki 14:19; 15:31 


The Israelite Kings 
6 And Baasha slept with his fa- 
thers and was buried in Tirzah, and 
Elah his son became king in his place. 
7 Moreover, the word of the Lorp 
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through ®the prophet Jehu the son of 
Hanani also came against Baasha and 
his household, both because of all the 
evil which he did in the sight of the 
Lorp, provoking Him to anger with 
Rthe work of his hands, in being like 
the house of Jeroboam, and because 
he struck Tit. 1 Ki 16:1 © Ps 115:4;Is 2:8 © Or him 

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa 
king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha 
became king over Israel at Tirzah, and 
reigned two years. 

9 His servant ®Zimri, com- 
mander of half his chariots, conspired 
against him. Now he was at Tirzah 
drinking himself drunk in the house 
of Arza, }who was over the household 
at Tirzah. 2 Ki 9:30-33 © Ge 24:2; 39:4 1 Ki 18:3 

10 Then Zimri went in and struck 
him and put him to death in the 
twenty-seventh year of Asa king of 
Judah, and became king in his place. 

11 It came about when he became 
king, as soon as he sat on his throne, 
that ®he ‘killed all the household of 
Baasha; he did not leave a single 
male, neither of his relatives nor of his 
friends. 1 Ki 15:29; 16:3 © Lit smote 

12 Thus Zimri. destroyed all the 
household of Baasha, ®according to 
the word of the Lorp, which He spoke 
against Baasha through ®Jehu the 
prophet, 1 Ki 16:3 © 2 Ch 19:2; 20:34 

13 for all the sins of Baasha and 

the sins of Elah his son, which 
they sinned and which they made Is- 
rael sin, provoking the Lorp God of 
Israel to anger with their idols. 

14 ®Now the rest of the acts of 
Elah and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Israel? 1 Kil6:5 

15 In the twenty-seventh year of 
Asa king of Judah, Zimri reigned 
seven days at Tirzah. Now the people 
were camped against Gibbethon, 
which belonged to the Philistines. 

16 The people who were camped 
heard Tit said, “Zimri has conspired 
and has also struck down the king.” 
Therefore all Israel made Omri, the 
commander of the army, king over Is- 
rael that day in the camp. Lit saying 

_17 Then Omri and all Israel with 
him went up from Gibbethon and be- 
sieged Tirzah. 
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18 When Zimri saw that the city 
was taken, he went into the citadel of 
the king’s house and burned the 
king’s house over him with fire, and 
Rdied, 1 Sa 31:4, 5; 2 Sa 17:23 

19 because of his sins which he 
sinned, doing evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, Rwalking in the way of Jer- 
oboam, and in his sin which he did, 
making Israel sin. 1 Ki 12:28; 14:16; 15:26 

_20 Now the rest of the acts of 
Zimri and his conspiracy which he 
Tcarried out, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Israel? 1 ki 16:5, 14,27 Lit conspired 

21 Then the people of Israel were 
divided into two parts: half of the peo- 
ple followed Tibni the son of Ginath, 
to make him king; the other half fol- 
lowed Omri. 

22 But the people who followed 
Omri prevailed over the people who 
followed Tibni the son of Ginath. And 
Tibni died and Omri became king. 

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa 
king of Judah, Omri became king over 
Israel and reigned twelve years; he 
reigned six years at Tirzah. 1 ki 15:21 

24 He bought the hill ?Samaria 
from Shemer for two talents of silver; 
and he built on the hill, and named 
the city which he built Samaria, after 
the name of Shemer, the owner of the 
hill. Heb Shomeron © 1 Ki 16:28, 29, 32 

25 ROmri did evil in the sight of 
the Lorp, and acted more wickedly 
than all who were before him. wmié6:16 

26 For he 8walked in all the way 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat and in 
his sins which he made Israel sin, pro- 
voking the Lorp God of Israel with 
their Tidols. 1 Ki 16:19 « Lit vanities 

27 Now the rest of the acts of 
Omri which he did and his might 
which he ‘showed, are they not writ- 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel? Lit did 

28 So Omri slept with his fathers 
and was buried in Samaria; and Ahab 
his son became king in his place. 

29 Now Ahab the son of Omri be- 
came king over Israel in the thirty- 
eighth year of Asa king of Judah, and 
Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Is- 
rael in Samaria twenty-two years. _ 

30 Ahab the son of Omri did evil 
in the sight of the Lorp ®more than all 
who were before him. 1 Ki 14:9; 16:25 
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31 It came about, as though it had 
been a trivial thing for him to walk in 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
that She married Jezebel the daughter 
of Ethbaal king of the 8Sidonians, and 
went to serve Baal and worshiped 
him. De 7:1-5 ¢ Ju 18:7; 1 Ki 11:1-5; 2 Ki 10:18; 17:16 
_ 32 So he erected an altar for Baal 
in 8the house of Baal which he built in 
Samaria. — 2 Ki 10:21, 26, 27 

33 Ahab also made Rthe 
FAsherah. Thus kAhab did more to 
provoke the Lorp God of Israel than 
all the kings of Israel who were be- 
fore him. 2 Ki 13:6 © 1 Ki 14:9; 16:29, 30; 21:25 

34 8In his days Hiel the Bethelite 
built Jericho; he laid its foundations 
with the loss of Abiram his firstborn, 
and set up its gates with the loss of his 
youngest son Segub, according to the 
word of the Lorp, which He spoke by 
Joshua the son of Nun. Jos 6:26 


Elijah Predicts Drought 

l Now Elijah the Tishbite, who 
was of the settlers of Gilead, 

said to Ahab, “As the Lorp, the God 

of Israel lives, before whom I stand, 

surely there shall be neither dew nor 

rain these years, except by my word.” 

2 The word of the Lorp came to 
him, saying, 

3 “Go away from here and turn 
eastward, and hide yourself by the 
brook Cherith, which is Teast of the 
Jordan Lit before 

4 valt shall be that you will drink 
of the brook, and I have commanded 
the ravens to provide for you there.” 

5 So he went and did according 
to the word of the Lorpb, for he went 
and lived by the brook Cherith, which 
is Teast of the Jordan. Lit before 

6 The ravens brought him bread 
and meat in the morning and bread 
and meat in the evening, and he 
would drink from the brook. 

7 It happened after a while that 
the brook dried up, because there was 
no rain in the land. 

8 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to him, saying, 

9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which 

belongs to Sidon, and stay there; 


16:33 I.e. wooden symbol of a female deity 
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behold, I have commanded a widow 
there to provide for you.” 

10 So he arose and went to 
Zarephath, and when he came to the 
gate of the city, behold, a widow was 
there gathering sticks; and he called 
to her and said, “Please get me a little 
water in a jar, that I may drink.” 

11 As she was going to get it, he 
called to her and said, “Please bring 
me a piece of bread in your hand.” 

12 But she said, “8As the Lorp 
your God lives, I have no bread, only 
a handful of flour in the bowl and a 
little oil in the jar; and behold, I am 
gathering a few sticks that I may go in 
and prepare for me and my son, that 
we may eat it and die.” 1 Ki17:1 
»¢ 13 Then Elijah said to her, “Do not 
y fear; go, do as you have said, but 
make me a little bread cake from Jit 
first and bring it out to me, and after- 
ward you may make one for yourself 
and for your son. Lit there 

14 “For thus says the Lorp God of 
Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be 
exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be 
empty, until the day that the Lorp 
sends rain on the face of the earth.’” 

15 So she went and did according 
to the word of Elijah, and she and he 
and her household ate for many days. 

16 The bowl of flour was not ex- 
hausted nor did the jar of oil become 
empty, according to the word of the 
LorbD which He spoke through Elijah. 


Elijah Raises the Widow’s Son 
ast Now it came about after these 
things that the son of the woman, 
the mistress of the house, became 
sick; and his sickness was so severe 
that there was no breath left in him. 

18 So she said to Elijah, “What do 
I have to do with you, O man of God? 
You have come to me to bring my in- 
iquity to remembrance and to put my 
son to death!” 1 Ki 12:22 

19 He said to her, “Give me your 
son.” Then he took him from her 
bosom and carried him up to the 
upper room where he was living, and 
laid him on his own bed. 

20 He called to the Lorp and said, 
“Q. Lorp my God, have You also 
brought calamity to the widow with 
whom I am ‘staying, by causing her 


son to die?” Lit sojourning 
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21 8Then he stretched himself 
upon the child three times, and called 
to the Lorp and said, “O Lorp my 
God, I pray You, let this child’s life re- 
turn to him.” 2 Ki 4:34, 35; Ac 20:10 

22. The Lorp heard the voice of 
Elijah, and the life of the child re- 
turned to him and he revived. 

23 Elijah took the child and 
brought him down from the upper 
room into the house and gave him to 
his mother; and Elijah said, “See, your 
son is alive.” 

24 Then the woman said to Elijah, 
“RNow I know that you are a man of 
God and that the word of the Lorp in 
your mouth is truth.” Jo 2:11; 3:2: 16:30 


Obadiah Meets Elijah 

l Now it happened after many 
days that the word of the Lorp 

came to Elijah in the third year, say- 

ing, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and 

RT will send rain on the face of the 

earth.” 1 Ki 17:1; Lk 4:25; Jam 5:17 © De 28:12 

2 So Elijah went to show himself 
to Ahab. Now the famine was severe 
in Samaria. 

3 Ahab called Obadiah "who 
was over the household. (Now Oba- 
diah ‘feared the Lorp greatly; 1xi169 

4 for when Jezebel destroyed the 
prophets of the Lorp, Obadiah took a 
hundred prophets and hid them by 
fifties in a cave, and provided them 
with bread and water.) 

5 Then Ahab said to Obadiah, 
“Go through the land to all the springs 
of water and to all the valleys; per- 
haps we will find grass and keep the 
horses and mules alive, and not "have 
to kill some of the cattle.” Lit cut off 

6 So they divided the land be- 
tween them to ‘survey it; Ahab went 
one way by himself and Obadiah went 
another way by himself. Lit pass through 

7 Now as Obadiah was on the 
way, behold, Elijah "met him, Sand he 
recognized him and fell on his face 
and said, “Is this you, Elijah my mas- 
ter?” Lit to meet ¢ 2 Ki 1:6-8 

8 He said to him, “It is I. Go, say 
to your master, ‘Behold, Elijah is 
here.’” 

_ 9 He said, “What 'sin have I com- 
mitted, that you are giving your ser- 
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vant into the hand of Ahab to put me 
to death? Lit have I sinned 

10 “As the Lorp your God lives, 
there is no nation or kingdom where 
my master has not sent to search for 
you; and when they said, ‘He is not 
here,’ he made the kingdom or nation 
swear that they could not find you. 

11 “And now you are saying, ‘Go, 
a to your master, “Behold, Elijah is 

ere.”’ 

12 “It will come about when I 
leave you that the Spirit of the Lorp 
will carry you where I do not know; so 
when I come and tell Ahab and he 
cannot find you, he will kill me, al- 
though I your servant have ‘feared 
the Lorp from my youth. Or revered 

13 “8Has it not been told to my 
master what I did when Jezebel killed 
the prophets of the Lorp, that I hid a 
hundred prophets of the Lorp by 
fifties in a cave, and provided them 
with bread and water? 1 Ki 18:4 

14 “And now you are saying, ‘Go, 
say to your master, “Behold, Elijah is 
here”’; he will then kill me.” 

15 Elijah said, “As the Lorp of 
hosts lives, before whom | stand, I will 
surely show myself to him today.” 

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab 
and told him; and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. 

r% ; 17 When Ahab saw Elijah, SAhab 
said to him, “Is this you, you trou- 
bler of Israel?” Jos 7:25; 1 Ki 21:20 

18 He said, “I have not troubled Is- 
rael, but you and your father’s house 
have, because ®you have forsaken the 
commandments of the Lorp and you 
have followed the Baals. 1 Ki9:9; 2 Ch 15:2 

19 “Now then send and gather to 
me all Israel at FMount Carmel, to- 
gether with 450 prophets of Baal and 
400 prophets of the Asherah, who eat 
at Jezebel’s table.” Jos 19:26; 2 Ki 2:25 


God or Baal on Mount Carmel 

20 So Ahab sent a message 
among all the sons of Israel and 
brought the prophets together at 
Mount Carmel. 

21 Elijah came near to all the peo- 
ple and said, “How long will you hes- 
itate between two opinions? If the 
Lorp is God, follow Him; but if Baal, 
follow him.” But the people did not 
answer him a word. 2 Ki 17:41; Ma 6:24 


1 KINGS 18:32 


22 Then Elijah said to the people, 
“I Ralone am left a prophet of the 
Lorp, but Baal’s prophets are 8450 
men. 1 Ki 19:10, 14 © 1 Ki 18:19 

23 “Now let them give us two 
oxen; and let them choose one ox for 
themselves and cut it up, and place it 
on the wood, but put no fire under it; 
and I will prepare the other ox and lay 
it on the wood, and I will not put a fire 
under it. 

24 “Then you call on the name of 
your god, and I will call on the name 
of the Lorp, and the God who an- 
swers by fire, He is God.” And all the 
people said, “’That is a good idea.” 

25 So Elijah said to the prophets 
of Baal, “Choose one ox for your- 
selves and prepare it first for you are 
many, and call on the name of your 
god, but put no fire under it.” 

26 Then they took the ox which 
Twas given them and they prepared it 
and called on the name of Baal from 
morning until noon saying, “O Baal, 
answer us.” But there was ®no voice 
and no one answered. And they 
leaped about the altar which they 
made. Lit he gave © Ps 115:4, 5; Je 10:5 

27 It came about at noon, that Eli- 
jah mocked them and said, “Call out 
with a loud voice, for he is a god; ei- 
ther he is occupied or gone aside, or is 
on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep 
and needs to be awakened.” 

28 So they cried with a loud voice 
and cut themselves according to their 
custom with swords and lances until 
the blood gushed out on them. 

29 When midday was past, they 
raved until the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice; but there was no 
voice, no one answered, and no one 
paid attention. Ex 29:39, 41 

30 Then Elijah said to all the peo- 
ple, “Come near to me.” So all the peo- 
ple came near to him. And ®he 
repaired the altar of the Lorp which 
had been torn down. 1 Ki 19:10, 14; 2 Ch 33:16 

31 Elijah took twelve stones ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of 
the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of 
the Lorp had come, saying, “Israel 
shall be your name.” Ge 32:28; 35:10; 2 Ki 17:34 

32 So with the stones he built an 
altar in 8the name of the Lorp, and 
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he made a trench around the altar, 
large enough to hold two measures of 
seed. Col 3:17 

33 ®Then he arranged the wood 
and cut the ox in pieces and laid it on 
the wood. Ge 22:9; Le 1:7, 8 

34 And he said, “Fill four pitchers 
with water and pour it on the burnt 
offering and on the wood.” And he 
said, “Do it a second time,” and they 
did it a second time. And he said, “Do 
it a third time,” and they did it a third 
time. 

35 The water flowed around the 
altar and he also filled the trench with 
water. 


Elijah’s Prayer 

36 SAt the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice, Elijah the 
prophet came near and said, “O Lorp, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 
today let it be known that You are 
God in Israel and that I am Your ser- 
vant and | have done all these things 
at Your word. 1 Ki 18:29 © 1 Ki 8:43 

37 “Answer me, O Lorp, answer 
me, that this people may know that 
You, O Lorpb, are God, and that You 
have turned their heart back again.” 

38 Then the fire of the Lorp fell 
and consumed the burnt offering and 
the wood and the stones and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 

39 When all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces; and they said, 
“RThe Lorp, He is God; the Lorp, He 
is God.” 1 Ki 18:21, 24 

40 Then Elijah said to them, 
“Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let 
one of them escape.” So they seized 
them; and Elijah brought them down 
to ®the brook Kishon, and slew them 
there. Ju 4:7; 5:21 ¢ De 13:5; 18:20; 2 Ki 10:24, 25 

41 Now Elijah said to Ahab, 
“Go up, eat and drink; for there is 

the sound of the roar of a heavy 
shower.” 

42 So Ahab went up to eat and 
drink. But Elijah went up to the top of 
®Carmel; and he ®crouched down on 
the earth and put his face between his 
Knees. 1 Ki 18:19, 20° Jam 5:18 

43 He said to his servant, “Go up 
now, look toward the sea.” So he went 
up and looked and said, “There is 
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nothing.” And he said, “Go back” 
seven times. 

44 It came about at the seventh 
time, that he said, “Behold, 8a cloud 
as small as a man’s hand is coming 
up from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, 
say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot 
and go down, so that the heavy 
shower does not stop you.’” Lk 12:54 

45 In a little while the sky grew 
black with clouds and wind, and there 
was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode 
and went to 8Jezreel. Jos 17:16; Ju 6:33 

46 Then the hand of the Lorp was 
on Elijah, and he girded up his loins 
and outran Ahab to Jezreel. 


Elijah Flees from Jezebel 
Now Ahab told Jezebel all that 
Elijah had done, and 8how he 
had killed all the prophets with the 
sword. 1 Ki 18:40 

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger 
to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do 
to me and even more, if I do not make 
your ‘life as the life of one of them by 
tomorrow about this time.” 

3 And he was afraid and arose 
and ran for his life and came to 
®Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, 
and left his servant there. Ge 21:31 

4 But he himself went a day’s 
journey into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a juniper tree; 
and he requested for himself that he 
might die, and said, “It is enough: 
now, O Lorp, take my life, for I am 
not better than my fathers.” 

3° He lay down and slept under a 
Tjuniper tree; and behold, there was 
Xan angel touching him, and he said 
to him, “Arise, eat.” or broom-tree ¢ Ge 28:12 

6 Then he looked and behold, 
there was at his head a bread cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of 
water. So he ate and drank and lay 
down again. 

7 The angel of the Lorp came 
again a second time and touched him 
and said, “Arise, eat, because the jour- 
ney is too great for you.” 

So he arose and ate and drank, 
and went in the strength of that food 
forty days and forty nights to Horeb, 
the mountain of God. 


19:2 Lit soul 19:3 Lit soul 19:4 Lit soul 
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Elijah at Horeb 
9 Then he came there to a cave 
and lodged there; and behold, the 
word of the Lorp came to him, and He 
said to him, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” Ex 33:21, 22 
10 He said, “I have been very zeal- 
ous for the Lorp, the God of hosts; for 
the sons of Israel have forsaken Your 
covenant, torn down Your altars and 
killed Your prophets with the sword. 
And I alone am left; and they seek my 
life, to take it away.” 
11 So He said, “8Go forth and 
stand on the mountain before the 


- Lorp.” And behold, the Lorp was 


passing by! And 8a great and strong 
wind was rending the mountains and 
breaking in pieces the rocks before 
the Lorp; but the Lorp was not in the 
wind. And after the wind an earth- 
quake, but the Lorp was not in the 
earthquake. Ex 19:20; 24:12, 18 ¢ Eze 1:4 

12 After the earthquake a fire, but 
the Lorp was not in the fire; and after 
the fire a sound of a gentle blowing. 

13 When Elijah heard it, ®he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood in the entrance of 
the cave. And behold, 8a voice came 
to him and said, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” Ex 3:6 © 1 Ki 19:9 

14 Then he said, “I have been very 
zealous for the Lorp, the God of 
hosts; for the sons of Israel have for- 
saken Your covenant, torn down Your 
altars and killed Your prophets with 
the sword. And I alone am left; and 
they seek my life, to take it away.” 

15 The Lorp said to him, “Go, re- 
turn on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus, and when you have ar- 
rived, 8you shall anoint Hazael king 
over Aram; 2 Ki 8:8-15 

16 and ®Jehu the son of Nimshi 
you shall anoint king over Israel; and 
RFlisha the son of Shaphat of Abel- 
meholah you shall anoint as prophet 
in your place.2 Ki 9:1-10 © 1 Ki 19:19-21; 2 Ki 2:9, 15 

17 “It shall come about, the one 
who escapes from the sword of Haz- 
ael, Jehu shall put to death, and the 
one who escapes from the sword of 
Jehu, Elisha shall put to death. 

18 “®Yet I will leave 7,000 in Israel, 
all the knees that have not bowed to 
Baal and every mouth that has not 
Rkissed him.” Ro 11:4 © Ho 13:2 
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19 So he departed from there and 
found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
while he was plowing with twelve 
pairs of oxen before him, and he with 
the twelfth. And Elijah passed over to 
him and threw his mantle on him. 

20 He left the oxen and ran after 
Elijah and said, “Please ®let me kiss 
my father and my mother, then I will 
follow you.” And he said to him, “Go 
back again, for what have I done to 
you?” Ma 8:21, 22; Lk 9:61, 62; Ac 20:37 

21 So he returned from following 
him, and took the pair of oxen and 
sacrificed them and ®boiled their flesh 
with the implements of the oxen, and 
gave it to the people and they ate. 
Then he arose and followed Elijah 
and ministered to him. 2 Sa 24:22 


War with Aram 

2 Now ®Ben-hadad king of Aram 
gathered all his army, Rand 

there were thirty-two kings with him, 

and horses and chariots. And he went 

up and besieged Samaria and fought 

against it. 1 Ki 15:18, 20; 2 Ki 6:24 « 1 Ki 22:31 

2 Then he sent messengers to the 
city to Ahab king of Israel and said to 
him, “Thus says Ben-hadad, 

3 ‘Your silver and your gold are 
mine; your most beautiful wives and 
children are also mine.’” 

4 The king of Israel replied, “It is 
according to your word, my lord, O 
king; Iam yours, and all that I have.” 

5 Then the messengers returned 
and said, “Thus says ‘Ben-hadad, 
‘Surely, I sent to you saying, “You 
shall give me your silver and your 
gold and your wives and your chil- 
dren,” Lit Ben-hadad, saying 

6 but about this time tomorrow I 
will send my servants to you, and they 
will search your house and the houses 
of your servants; and whatever is de- 
sirable in your eyes, they will ‘take in 
their hand and carry away.” Lit put 

7 Then the king of Israel called 
all the elders of the land and said, 
“Please observe and ®see how this 
man is looking for trouble; for he sent 
to me for my wives and my children 
and my silver and my gold, and I did 
not refuse him.” 2 Ki5:7 

8 All the elders and all the peo- 
ple said to him, “Do not listen or con- 
sent.” 
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9 So he said to the messengers of 
Ben-hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All 
that you sent for to your servant at the 
first I will do, but this thing I cannot 
do’”” And the messengers departed 
and brought him word again. 

10 Ben-hadad sent to him and 
said, “May "the gods do so to me and 
more also, if the dust of Samaria will 
suffice for handfuls for all the people 
who follow me.” 1 Ki 19:2; 2 Ki 6:31 

11 Then the king of Israel replied; 
“Tell him, ‘8Let not him who girds on 
his armor boast like him who takes it 
off.’” Pr 27:1 

12 When Ben-hadad heard this 
message, as She was drinking with the 
kings in the temporary shelters, he 
said to his servants, “Station your- 
selves.” So they stationed themselves 
against the city. 1 Ki 16:9; Pr 31:4, 5 


Ahab Victorious 

13 Now behold, a prophet ap- 
proached Ahab king of Israel and 
said, “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Have you 
seen all this great multitude? Behold, 
RT will deliver them into your hand 
today, and ®you shall know that Iam 
the Lorpb.’” 1 Ki 20:28 © 1 Ki 18:36 

14 Ahab said, “By whom?” So he 
said, “Thus says the Lorp, ‘By the 
young men of the rulers of the 
provinces.” Then he said, “Who shall 
Tbegin the battle?” And he answered, 
SYour? Lit bind « Lit said 

15 Then he mustered the young 
men of the rulers of the provinces, 
and there were 232; and after them he 
mustered all the people, even all the 
sons of Israel, 7,000. 

16 They went out at noon, while 
RBen-hadad was drinking himself 
drunk in the ‘temporary shelters 
with the thirty-two kings who helped 
him. 1 Ki 16:9; 20:12; Pr 20:1 © Or booths 

17 The young men of the rulers of 
the provinces went out first; and Ben- 
hadad sent out and they told him, 
saying, “Men have come out from 
Samaria.” 

18 ®Then he said, “If they have 
come out for peace, take them alive; 
or if they have come out for war, take 
them alive.” 2 Ki 14:8-12 

19 So these went out from the city, 
the young men of the rulers of the 
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provinces, and the army which fol- 
lowed them. ! 

20 They killed each his man; and 
the Arameans fled and Israel pur- 
sued them, and Ben-hadad king of 
Aram escaped on a horse with horse- 
men. 

21 The king of Israel went out and 
Tgtruck the horses and chariots, and 
killed the Arameans with a great 
slaughter. Lit smote 

22 Then ®the prophet came near 
to the king of Israel and said to him, 
“Go, strengthen yourself and observe 
and see what you have to do; for at the 
turn of the year the king of Aram will 
come up against you.” 1 Ki 20:13 

23. Now the servants of the king of 
Aram said to him, “Their gods are 
gods of the mountains, therefore they 
were stronger than we; but rather let 
us fight against them in the plain, and 
surely we will be stronger than they. 

24 “Do this thing: remove the 
kings, each from his place, and put 
captains in their place, 

25 and ‘muster an army like the 
army that you have lost, horse for 
horse, and chariot for chariot. Then 
we will fight against them in the plain, 
and surely we will be stronger than 
they.” And he listened to their voice 
and did so. Lit number 
Another Aramean War 

26 ®At the turn of the year, Ben- 
hadad mustered the Arameans and 
went up to Aphek to fight against Is- 
rael. 1 Ki 20:22 © 2 Ki 13:17 

27 The sons of Israel were mus- 
tered and were provisioned and went 
to meet them; and the sons of Israel 
camped before them like two little 
flocks of goats, Sbut the Arameans 
filled the country. Ju 6:3-5; 1 Sa 13:5-8 

28 Then 8a man of God came near 
and spoke to the king of Israel and 
said, “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Because the 
Arameans have said, “8The Lorp is a 
god of the mountains, but He is not a 
god of the valleys,” therefore ®I will 
give all this great multitude into your 
hand, and you shall know that Iam the 
ORD Me 1 Ki 17:18 © 1 Ki 20:23 © 1 Ki 20:13 

29 So they camped one over 
against the other seven days. And on 
the seventh day the battle was joined, 
and the sons of Israel killed of the 
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Arameans 100,000 foot soldiers in one 
lay. Lit smote 
30. But the rest fled to 3Aphek into 

the city, and the wall fell on 27,000 

men who were left. And Ben-hadad 

fled and came into the city 8into an 

inner chamber. 1 Ki 20:26 « 1 Ki 22:25: 2 Ch 18:24 

31 His servants said to him, “Be- 
hold now, we have heard that the 
kings of the house of Israel are merci- 
ful kings, please let us put sackcloth 
on our loins and ropes on our heads, 
and go out to the king of Israel; per- 
haps he will save your life.” 1 ki 20-23-26 

32 So they girded sackcloth on 
their loins and put ropes on their 
heads, and came to the king of Israel 
and said, “Your servant Ben-hadad 
says, ‘Please let me live.’” And he said, 
“Is he still alive? He is my brother.” 

33 Now the men ‘took this as an 
omen, and quickly catching his word 
said, “Your brother Ben-hadad.” Then 
he said, “Go, bring him.” Then Ben- 
hadad came out to him, and he took 
him up into the chariot. Lit divined 

34 Ben-hadad said to him, “The 
cities which my father took from your 
father I will restore, and you shall 
make streets for yourself in Damas- 
cus, as my father made in Samaria.” 
Ahab said, “And I will let you go with 
this covenant.” So he made a covenant 
with him and let him go. 

35 Now acertain man of ®the sons 
of the prophets said to ‘another ®by 
the word of the Lorp, “Please strike 
me.” But the man refused to strike 
him. 2 Ki 2:3-7 « Lit his neighbor * 1 Ki 13:17, 18 

36 Then he said to him, “Because 
you have not listened to the voice of 
the Lorp, behold, as soon as you have 
departed from me, &a lion will ‘kill 
you.” And as soon as he had departed 
from him a lion found him and ‘killed 
him. 1 Ki 13:24 © Lit smite « Lit smote 

37 Then he found another man 
and said, “Please strike me.” And the 
man struck him, wounding him. 

38 So the prophet departed and 
waited for the king by the way, and 
Rdisguised himself with a bandage 
over his eyes. 1 Ki 14:2 

39 As the king passed by, he cried 
to the king and said, “Your servant 
went out into the midst of the battle; 
and behold, a man turned aside and 
brought a man to me and said, ‘Guard 
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this man; if for any reason he is miss- 
ing, then your life shall be for his life, 
or else you shall pay a talent of silver’ 

40 “While your servant was busy 
here and there, he was gone.” And the 
king of Israel said to him, “So shall 
your judgment be; you yourself have 
decided it.” 

41 Then he hastily took the band- 
age away from his eyes, and the king 
of Israel recognized him that he was 
of the prophets. 

42 He said to him, “Thus says the 
Lorp, ‘Because you have let go out of 
your hand the man whom I had de- 
voted to destruction, therefore your 
Tlife shall go for his life, and your peo- 
ple for his people.” 1 Ki 20:39 © Lit soul 

43 So ®the king of Israel went to 
his house sullen and vexed, and came 
to Samaria. 1 Ki21:4 


Ahab Covets Naboth’s Vineyard 
2 paiovs it came about after these 
things that Naboth the Jezreel- 
ite had a vineyard which was in 
RJezreel beside the palace of Ahab 
king of Samaria. Ju 6:33; 1 Ki 18:45, 46 

2 Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, 
“RGive me your vineyard, that I may 
have it for a vegetable garden because 
it is close beside my house, and I will 
give you a better vineyard than it in 
its place; if you like, I will give you the 
price of it in money.” 1 Sa 8:14 

3 But Naboth said to Ahab, “The 
Lorp forbid me that I should give you 
the inheritance of my fathers.” 

4 So Ahab came into his house 
sullen and vexed because of the word 
which Naboth the Jezreelite had spo- 
ken to him; for he said, “I will not give 
you the inheritance of my fathers.” 
And he lay down on his bed and 
turned away his face and ate no food. 

5 But Jezebel his wife came to 
him and said to him, “How is it that 
your spirit is so sullen that you are not 
eating Tfood?” Lit bread 

6 So he said to her, “Because I 
spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and 
said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard 
for money; or else, if it pleases you, I 
will give you a vineyard in its place.’ 
But he said, ‘I will not give you my 
vineyard.’” 

7 Jezebel his wife said to him, 
“RDO you now reign over Israel? 
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Arise, eat bread, and let your heart be 
joyful; I will give you the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite.” 1Sa 8:14 
8 RSo she wrote letters in Ahab’s 
name and sealed them with his seal, 
and sent letters to ®the elders and to 
the nobles who were living with 
Naboth in his city. — Es 3:12; 8:8, 10 « 1 Ki 20:7 
9 Now she wrote in the letters, 
saying, “Proclaim a fast and seat 
Naboth at the head of the people; 

10 and seat two ®worthless men 
before him, and let them testify 
against him, saying, ‘You cursed God 
and the king.’ Then take him out and 
stone him to death.” 1 Sa 2:12; 2 Sa 20:1 


Jezebel’s Plot 

11 So the men of his city, the eld- 
ers and the nobles who lived in his 
city, did as Jezebel had sent word to 
them, just as it was written in the let- 
ters which she had sent them. 

12 They ®proclaimed a fast and 
seated Naboth at the head of the peo- 
ple. Is 58:4 

13 Then the two worthless men 
came in and sat before him; and the 
worthless men testified against him, 
even against Naboth, before the peo- 
ple, saying, “Naboth cursed God and 
the king.” 8So they took him outside 
the city and stoned him to death with 
stones. 2 Ki 9:26; 2 Ch 24:21; Ac 7:58, 59; He 11:37 

14 Then they sent word to Jezebel, 
saying, “Naboth has been stoned and 
is dead.” 

15 When Jezebel heard that 
Naboth had been stoned and was 
dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, 
take possession of the vineyard of 
Naboth, the Jezreelite, which he re- 
fused to give you for money; for 
Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth 
was dead, Ahab arose to go down to 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, 
to take possession of it. 

17 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab 
king of Israel, }who is in Samaria; be- 
hold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth 
where he has gone down to take pos- 
session of it. 1 Ki 16:29 
_ 19 “You shall speak to him, say- 
ing, “Thus says the Lorp, “kHave you 
murdered and also taken posses- 
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sion?”’ And you shall speak to him, 
saying, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “In the 
place where the dogs licked up the 
blood of Naboth the dogs will lick up 
your blood, even yours.”’” 2 Sa 12:9 

20 Ahab said to Elijah, “RHave you 
found me, O my enemy?” And he ‘an- 
swered, “I have found you, because 
you have sold yourself to do evil in the 
sight of the Lorp. 1 Ki 18:17 « Lit said 

21 “Behold, I will bring evil upon 
you, and will utterly sweep you away, 
and will cut off from Ahab every 
male, both bond and free in Israel; 

22 and &I will make your house 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and like the house of Baasha 
the son of Ahijah, because of the 
provocation with which you have pro- 
voked Me to anger, and because you 
have made Israel sin. 1 Ki 15:29 

23 “Of Jezebel also has the Lorp 
spoken, saying, ‘The dogs will eat 
Jezebel in the district of Jezreel’ 

24 “RThe one belonging to Ahab, 
who dies in the city, the dogs will eat, 
and the one who dies in the field the 
birds of heaven will eat.” 1 ki 14:11; 16:4 

25 Surely there was no one like 
Ahab who sold himself to do evil in 
the sight of the Lorp, because Jezebel 
his wife incited him. 

26 He acted very abominably in 
following idols, according to all that 
the Amorites had done, whom the 
Lorpb cast out before the sons of Is- 
rael. 1 Ki 15:12; 2 Ki 17:12 

27 It came about when Ahab 
heard these words, that he tore his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and 
fasted, and he lay in sackcloth and 
went about 'despondently. Or softly 

28 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

29 “Do you see how Ahab has 
humbled himself before Me? Because 
he has humbled himself before Me, I 
will not bring the evil in his days, but 
I will bring the evil upon his house 8in 
his son’s days.” 2 Ki 9:25-37 


Ahab’s Third Campaign against 
Aram 
2 Three years passed without war 
between Aram and Israel. 
2 *In the third year RJehoshaphat 
the king of Judah came down to the 
king of Israel. 2 Ch 18:2 © 1 Ki 15:24 
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_ 3 Now the king of Israel said to 
his servants, “Do you know that 
Ramoth-gilead belongs to us, and we 
are still doing nothing to take it out of 
the hand of the king of Aram?” 

4 And he said to Jehoshaphat, 
“Will you go with me to battle at 
Ramoth-gilead?” And Jehoshaphat 
said to the king of Israel, “8I am as 
you are, my people as your people, my 
horses as your horses.” 2 Ki 3:7 

5 Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to 
the king of Israel, “Please inquire first 
for the word of the Lorp.” 

6 Then &the king of Israel gath- 
ered the prophets together, about four 
hundred men, and said to them, “Shall 
I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle 
or shall I refrain?” And they said, “Go 
up, for the Lord will give it into the 
hand of the king.” 1 Ki 18:19 

7 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there 
not yet a prophet of the Lorp here 
that we may inquire of him?” 

8 The king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “There is yet one man by 
whom we may inquire of the Lorp, 
but I hate him, because he does not 
prophesy good concerning me, but 
evil. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” But 
Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king 
say So.” 

9 Then the king of Israel called 
an officer and said, “'Bring quickly 
Micaiah son of Imlah.” Lit Hasten Miaiah 

10 Now the king of Israel and Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah were sitting 
each on his throne, arrayed in their 
robes, at the threshing floor at the en- 
trance of the gate of Samaria; and ®all 
the prophets were prophesying before 
them. 1 Ki 22:6 

11 Then Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah made horns of iron for 
himself and said, “Thus says the 
Lorp, ‘With these you will gore the 
Arameans until they are consumed.” 

12 All the prophets were proph- 
esying thus, saying, “Go up to 
Ramoth-gilead and prosper, for the 
Lorp will give it into the hand of the 
king.” 


Micaiah Predicts Defeat 

13 Then the messenger who went 
to summon Micaiah spoke to him say- 
ing, “Behold now, the words of the 
prophets are uniformly favorable to 
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the king. Please let your word be like 
the word of one of them, and speak 
favorably.” 

14 But Micaiah said, “RAs the 
Lorp lives, what the Lorp says to me, 
that I shall speak.” 1 Ki 18:10, 15 

_ 15 When he came to the king, the 
king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we 
go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
we refrain?” And he answered him, 
“Go up and succeed, and the Lorp 
will give it into the hand of the king.” 

16 Then the king said to him, 
“How many times must I adjure you 
to speak to me nothing but the truth 
in the name of the Lorp?” 

17 So he said, 

“T saw all Israel 

Scattered on the mountains, 

Like sheep which have no 
shepherd. 

And the Lorp said, ‘These 
have no master. 

Let each of them return to his 
house in peace.’” 

18 Then the king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, “®Did I not tell you that 
he would not prophesy good concern- 
ing me, but evil?” 1 Ki 22:8 

19 Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear 
the word of the Lorp. I saw the Lorp 
sitting on His throne, and all the host 
of heaven standing by Him on His 
right and on His left. 

20 “The Lorp said, ‘Who will en- 
tice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth- 
gilead?’ And one said this while 
another said that. 

21 “Then a spirit came forward 
and stood before the Lorp and said, ‘I 
will entice him.’ 

22 “The Lorp said to him, ‘How?’ 
And he said, ‘I will go out and be a de- 
ceiving spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets.’ Then He said, ‘You are to 
entice him and also prevail. Go and do 
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23 “Now therefore, behold, ®the 
Lorp has put a deceiving spirit in the 
mouth of all these your prophets; and 
the Lorp has proclaimed disaster 
against you.” Eze 14:9 

24 Then Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah came near and struck Mi- 
caiah on the cheek and said, ““How 
did the Spirit of the Lorp pass from 
me to speak to you?” 2 Ch 18:23 

25 Micaiah said, “Behold, you 
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shall see on that day when you enter 
an inner room to hide yourself.” 

26 Then the king of Israel said, 
“Take Micaiah and return him to 
Amon the governor of the city and to 
Joash the king’s son; 

27 and say, ‘Thus says the king, 
“RPut this man in prison and feed him 
sparingly with bread and water until I 
return safely.”’” 2 Ch 16:10; 18:25-27 

28 Micaiah said, “8If you indeed 
return safely the Lorp has not spoken 
by me.” And he said, “8Listen, all you 
people.” De 18:22 © Mi 1:2 


Defeat and Death of Ahab 

29 So ®the king of Israel and Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah went up 
against Ramoth-gilead. 1 Ki 22:3, 4 

30 The king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “®I will disguise myself 
and go into the battle, but you put on 
your robes.” So the king of Israel dis- 
guised himself and went into the bat- 
tle. 2 Ch 35:22 

31 Now &the king of Aram had 
commanded the thirty-two captains of 
his chariots, saying, “Do not fight with 
small or great, but with the king of Is- 
rael alone.” 1 Ki 20:1, 16, 24; 2 Ch 18:30 

32 So when the captains of the 
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, 
“Surely it is the king of Israel,” and 
they turned aside to fight against him, 
and Jehoshaphat cried out. 

33. When the captains of the char- 
iots saw that it was not the king of Is- 
ee they turned back from pursuing 

im. 

34 Now a certain man drew his 
bow at random and struck the king of 
Israel in a joint of the armor. So he 
said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn 
around and take me out of the fight; 
Rfor Iam severely wounded.” 2¢n35:23 

35 The battle ‘raged that day, and 
the king was propped up in his char- 
iot in front of the Arameans, and died 
at evening, and the blood from the 
wound ran into the bottom of the 
chariot. Lit went up 

36 ®Then a cry passed throughout 
the army close to sunset, saying, 
“Every man to his city and every man 
to his 'country.” 2 Ki 14:12 © Lit land 

37 So the king died and was 
brought to Samaria, and they buried 
the king in Samaria. 
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38 They washed the chariot by the 
pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked 
up his blood (now the harlots bathed 
themselves there), according to the 
word of the Lorp which He spoke. 

39 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahab and all that he did and ®the 
ivory house which he built and all the 
cities which he built, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Israel? Am 3:15 

40 So Ahab slept with his fathers, 
and Ahaziah his son became king in 
his place. 


The New Rulers 

41 Now Jehoshaphat the son of 
Asa became king over Judah in the 
fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. 

42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned twenty-five years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 

43 He walked in all the way of 
Asa his father; he did not turn aside 
from it, doing right in the sight of the 
Lorp. SHowever, the high places were 
not taken away; the people still sacri- 
ficed and burnt incense on the high 
places. 2 Ch 17:3 © 1 Ki 15:14; 2 Ki 12:3 

44 Jehoshaphat also made peace 
with the king of Israel. 

45 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoshaphat, and his might which he 
showed and how he warred, are they 
not written ®in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? = 2.ch 20:34 

46 The remnant of the sodomites 
who remained in the days of his fa- 
ther Asa, he expelled from the land: 

47 Now there was no king in 
Edom; a deputy was king. 2 sa 8:14; 2 Ki3:9 

48 Jehoshaphat made &ships of 
Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but 
they did not go for the ships were 
broken at Ezion-geber. 1 Ki 10:22; 2 ch 20:36 

49 Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab 
said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants 
go with your servants in the ships.” 
But Jehoshaphat was not willing. 

_50 RAnd Jehoshaphat slept with 
his fathers and was buried with his fa- 
thers in the city of his father David, 
and Jehoram his son became king in 
his place. 2Ch21:1 

51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab ®be- 
came king over Israel in Samaria in 
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the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, and he reigned two 
years over Israel. 1 Ki 22:40 

52 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp and walked in the way of his fa- 
ther and in the way of his mother and 
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in the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. 

53 So he served Baal and wor- 
shiped him and provoked the Lorp 
God of Israel to anger, according to all 
that his father had done. 


2 KINGS 


Author: This book, thought to originally 
be part of 1 Kings, is similar to 
the Book of Jeremiah. It has 
been observed that the omis- 
sion of Jeremiah’s ministry in 
the account of King Josiah 
and his successors may indi- 
cate that Jeremiah himself 
was the recorder of the 
events. The last two chapters 
were evidently added to the 
book after the Babylonian 
captivity and written by some- 
one other than Jeremiah. 


Time: 853-560 B.c. 
Key Verse: 2 Ki 17:22-23 


Ahaziah’s Messengers Meet 

lijah 
»%. | Now Moab rebelled against Is- 
‘ys rael after the death of Ahab. 

2 And Ahaziah fell through the 
lattice in his upper chamber which 
was in Samaria, and became ill. So he 
sent messengers and said to them, 
“Go, 8inquire of Baal-zebub, the god 
of Ekron, whether I will recover from 
this sickness.” 2 i1:3,6, 16; Ma 10:25; Mk 3:22 

3 But the angel of the Lorp said 
to RElijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of the king of 
Samaria and say to them, ‘Is it be- 
cause there is no God in Israel that 
you are going to inquire of Baal- 
zebub, the god of Ekron?’ 1 ki17:1: 21.17 

4 “Now therefore thus says the 
Lorp, ‘®You shall not come down from 
the bed where you have gone up, but 
you Shall surely die.”’” Then Elijah de- 
parted. 2 Ki 1:6, 16 

5 When the messengers returned 
to him he said to them, “Why have 
you returned?” 

6 They said to him, “A man came 


Both Elijah in 4 Kings and El- 
isha in 2 Kings are prime 
examples of how prophets 
functioned in Israel. They fear- 
lessly confronted kings. They 
were involved in miracles. 
Both seemed to always be in- 
volved in the middle of some 
political controversy. Most im- 
portantly, they called on God 
and got results. In 2 Kings, Is- 
rael’s story begins with the 
reign of Ahab’s son, Ahaziah, 
continues with the capture 
and deportation of Israel to 
Assyria in 722 B.c., and ends 
with Judah’s fall in 587 B.c., 
when Nebuchadnezzar burns 
the temple and palace in 
Jerusalem and deports many 
people back to Babylon. 


Theme: 


up to meet us and said to us, ‘Go, re- 
turn to the king who sent you and say 
to him, “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Is it be- 
cause there is no God in Israel that 
you are sending ®to inquire of Baal- 
zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore 
you shall not come down from the bed 
where you have gone up, but shall 
surely die.’”’” 2 Ki 12 
7 He said to them, “What kind of 
man was he who came up to meet you 
and spoke these words to you?” 
8 They Tanswered him, “He was 
a hairy man with a leather girdle 
Tbound about his loins.” And he said, 
“It is Elijah the Tishbite.” Lit said or girt 
9 Then the king sent to him a 
captain of fifty with his fifty. And he 
went up to him, and behold, he was 
sitting on the top of the hill. And he 
said to him, “O man of God, the king 
says, ‘Come down.’” 2 Ki 6:13, 14 
__10 Elijah replied to the captain of 
fifty, “If Iam a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven and consume 
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you and your fifty.” 8Then fire came 
down from heaven and consumed 
him and his fifty. Job 1:16 

11 So he again sent to him an- 
other captain of fifty with his fifty. 
And he said to him, “O man of God, 
thus says the king, ‘Come down 
quickly,’” 

12 Elijah replied to them, “If Iam 
a man of God, let fire come down 
from heaven and consume you and 
your fifty.” Then the fire of God came 
down from heaven and consumed 
him and his fifty. 

13 So he again sent the captain of 
a third fifty with his fifty. When the 
third captain of fifty went up, he came 
and bowed down on his Knees before 
Elijah, and begged him and said to 
him, “O man of God, please let my life 
and the lives of these fifty servants of 
yours be precious in your sight. 

14 “Behold fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the first two 
captains of fifty with their fifties; but 
now let my ‘life be precious in your 
sight.” Lit soul 

15 ®The angel of the Lorp said to 
Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be 
afraid of him.” So he arose and went 
down with him to the king. 2 Ki 1:3 

16 Then he said to him, “Thus says 
the Lorp, ‘Because you have sent 
messengers 8to inquire of Baal-zebub, 
the god of Ekron—is it because there 
is no God in Israel to inquire of His 
word?—therefore you shall not come 
down from the bed where you have 
gone up, but shall surely die.” 2ki1:3 


Jehoram Reigns over Israel 

17 So Ahaziah died according to 
the word of the Lorp which Elijah 
had spoken. And because he had no 
son, Jehoram became king in his 
place 8in the second year of Jehoram 
the son of Jehoshaphat, king of 
Judah. 2 Ki 3:1; 8:16 

18 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahaziah which he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Israel? 


Elijah Taken to Heaven 
And it came about when the Lorp 
was about to take up Elijah by a 
whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah went 
with Elisha from ®Gilgal. Jos 4:19 
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2 Elijah said to Elisha, “8Stay 
here please, for the Lorp has sent me 
as far as ®Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lorp lives and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel. Ru 1:15 © 1 Ki 12:28, 29 

3 Then ®the sons of the prophets 
who were at Bethel came out to Elisha 
and said to him, “Do you know that 
the Lorp will take away your master 
from over you today?” And he said, 
“Yes, I know; be still.” 2 Ki 4:1, 38; 5:22 

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, 
please ®stay here, for the Lorp has 
sent me to 8 Jericho.” But he said, “RAs 
the Lorp lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they 
came to Jericho. 2. Ki 2:2 « Jos 6:26 « 2 Ki2:2 

5 The sons of the prophets who 
were at Jericho approached Elisha 
and said to him, “Do you know that 
the Lorp will take away your master 
from over you today?” And he an- 
swered, “Yes, I know; be still.” 2 ki2:3 

6 Then Elijah said to him, 
“Please ®stay here, for the Lorp has 
sent me to ®the Jordan.” And he said, 
“As the Lorp lives, and as you your- 
self live, I will not leave you.” So the 
two of them went on. 2 Ki 2:2 « Jos 3:8, 15-17 

7 Now &fifty men of the sons of 
the prophets went and stood opposite 
them at a distance, while the two of 
them stood by the Jordan. —_2.Ki2:15, 16 

8 Elijah ®took his mantle and 
folded it together and struck the wa- 
ters, and they were divided here and 
there, so that the two of them crossed 
over on dry ground. 1 Ki 19:13, 19 
»4.9 When they had crossed over, 
Bs riijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I 
shall do for you before I am taken 
from you.” And Elisha said, “Please, 
let a double portion of your spirit be 
upon me.” Nu 11:17-25; De 21:17 

10 He said, “You have asked a 
hard thing. Nevertheless, if you ®see 
me when | am taken from you, it shall 
be so for you; but if not, it shall not be 

sy Ac 1:10 

11 As they were going along and 
talking, behold, there appeared ®a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire 
which separated the two of them. And 
Elijah went up by a ‘whirlwind to 
heaven. 2 Ki 6:17 © Or windstorm 
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12 Elisha saw it and cried out, 
“RMy father, my father, the chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw 
Elijah no more. Then &he took hold of 
his own clothes and tore them in two 
pieces. 2 Ki 13:14 © Ge 37:34; Job 1:20 
»%. 13 He also took up the mantle of 
“ys Elijah that fell from him and re- 
turned and stood by the bank of the 
Jordan. * 

14 He took the mantle of Elijah 
that fell from him and struck the wa- 
ters and said, “Where is the Lorp, the 
God of Elijah?” And when he also had 
Rstruck the waters, they were divided 
here and there; and Elisha crossed 
over. 2 Ki 2:8 


Elisha Succeeds Elijah 
15 Now when the sons of the 
prophets who were at Jericho oppo- 
site him saw him, they said, “The 
spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And 
they came to meet him and bowed 
themselves to the ground before him. 
16 They said to him, “Behold now, 
there are with your servants fifty 
strong men, please let them go and 
search for your master; perhaps "the 
Spirit of the Lorp has taken him up 
and cast him on some mountain or 
into some valley.” And he said, “You 
shall not send.” 1 Ki 18:12; Ac 8:39 
17 But when &they urged him until 
he was ashamed, he said, “Send.” 
They sent therefore fifty men; and 
they searched three days but did not 
find him. 2 Ki811 
18 They returned to him while he 
was Staying at Jericho; and he said to 
them, “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not 
go’: ” 
»¢ ; 19 Then the men of the city said to 
Elisha, “Behold now, the situation 
of this city is pleasant, as my lord 
sees; but the water is bad and the land 
Tis unfruitful.” Lit causes barrenness 
20 He said, “Bring me a new jar, 
and put salt Tin it.” So they brought it 
to him. Lit there 
21 He went out to the spring of 
water and ®threw salt Tin it and said, 
“Thus says the Lorp, ‘I have purified 
these waters; there shall not be from 
there death or unfruitfulness any 
longer,” Ex 15:25, 26; 2 Ki 4:41; 6:6 ¢ Lit there 
22 So the waters have been 'puri- 
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fied to this day, according to the word 
of Elisha which he spoke. Lit healed 

23 Then he went up from there to 
Bethel; and as he was going up by the 
way, young lads came out from the 
city and ®mocked him and said to 
him, “Go up, you baldhead; go up, you 
baldhead!” 2 Ch 36:16; Ps 31:17, 18 

24 When he looked behind him 
and saw them, he cursed them in the 
name of the Lorp. Then two female 
bears came out of the woods and tore 
up forty-two lads of their number. 

25 He went from there to }Mount 
Carmel, and from there he returned 
to Samaria. 1 Ki 18:19, 20; 2 Ki 4:25 


Jehoram Meets Moab Rebellion 
Now Jehoram the son of Ahab be- 
came king over Israel at Samaria 

Rin the eighteenth year of Je- 

hoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned 

twelve years. 2Kil:17 
2 He did evil in the sight of the 

Lorp, though not like his father and 

his mother; for She put away the sa- 

cred pillar of Baal ®which his father 

had made. Ex 23:24; 2 Ki 10:18, 26-28 « 1 Ki 16:31, 32 

3 Nevertheless, ®he clung to the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 

Rwhich he made Israel sin; he did not 

depart from them. 1 Ki 12:28-32 ¢ 1 Ki 14:9, 16 

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was 

a sheep breeder, and ®used to pay the 

king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the 

wool of 100,000 rams. 2 Sa 8:2: Is 16:1, 2 

5 But }when Ahab died, the king 
of Moab rebelled against the king of 

Israel. 2 Ki 1:1 

6 And King Jehoram went out of 
Samaria ‘at that time and mustered 
all Israel. Lit in that day 
7 Then he went and sent word to 

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, say- 

ing, “The king of Moab has rebelled 

against me. Will you go with me to 

fight against Moab?” And he said, “I 

will go up; §I am as you are, my peo- 

ple as your people, my horses as your 

horses.” 1 Ki 22:4 

8 He said, “Which way shall we 
go up?” And he ‘answered, “The way 
of the wilderness of Edom.” Lit said 

9 So ®the king of Israel went with 
Xthe king of Judah and the king of 
Edom; and they made a circuit of 
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seven days’ journey, and there was no 
water for the army or for the cattle 
that followed them. 2 Ki 3:1 © 2 Ki3:7 

10 Then the king of Israel said, 
“Alas! For the Lorp has called these 
three kings to give them into the hand 
of Moab.” 

11 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there 
not a prophet of the Lorp here, that 
we may inquire of the Lorp by him?” 
And one of the king of Israel’s ser- 
vants answered and said, “Elisha the 
son of Shaphat is here, who used to 
pour water on the hands of Elijah.” 

12. Jehoshaphat said, “The word of 
the Lorp is with him.” So the king of 


_ Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king 


of Edom went down to him. 
13. Now Elisha said to the king of 


- Israel, “What do I have to do with 


you? Go to the prophets of your father 
and to the prophets of your mother.” 
And the king of Israel said to him, 
“No, for the Lorp has called these 
three kings together to give them into 
the hand of Moab.” 

14 Elisha said, “As the Lorp of 
hosts lives, before whom I stand, were 
it not that I regard the presence of Je- 
hoshaphat the king of Judah, I would 
not look at you nor see you. 

15 “But now ®bring me a min- 
strel.” And it came about, when the 
minstrel played, that the hand of the 
Lorp came upon him. 1 Sa 16:23; 1 Ch 25:1 
»%, 16 He said, “Thus says the Lorp, 
xy ‘Make this valley full of trenches.’ 

17 “For thus says the Lorp, ‘You 
shall not see wind nor shall you see 
rain; yet that valley ®shall be filled 
with water, so that you shall drink, 
both you and your cattle and your 
beasts. Ps 107:35 

18 ‘This is but a slight thing in the 
sight of the Lorp; He will also give the 
Moabites into your hand. 

19 ‘8Then you shall strike every 
fortified city and every choice city, 
and fell every good tree and stop all 
springs of water, and mar every good 
piece of land with stones.” 2 Ki 3:25 

20 It happened in the morning 
Rabout the time of offering the sacri- 
fice, that behold, water came by the 
way of Edom, and the country was 
filled with water. Ex 29:39, 40 

21 Now all the Moabites heard 
that the kings had come up to fight 
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against them. And all who were able 
to put on armor and older were sum- 
moned and stood on the border. - 

22 They rose early in the morning, 
and the sun shone on the water, and 
the Moabites saw the water opposite 
them as red as blood. 

23 Then they said, “This is blood; 
the kings have surely fought together, 
and they have slain one another. Now 
therefore, Moab, to the spoil!” 

24 But when they came to the 
camp of Israel, the Israelites arose 
and struck the Moabites, so that they 
fled before them; and they went for- 
ward ‘into the land, slaughtering the 
Moabites. Lit into it ¢ Lit smiting 

25 Thus they destroyed the cities; 
and each one threw a stone on every 
piece of good land and filled it. So 
they stopped all the springs of water 
and felled all'the good trees, until in 
RKir-hareseth only they left its stones; 
however, the slingers went about it 
and struck it. 2 Ki 3:19 © Is 16:7; Je 48:31, 36 

26 When the king of Moab saw 
that the battle was too fierce for him, 
he took with him 700 men who drew 
swords, to break through to the king 
of Edom; but they could not. 

27 Then he took his oldest son 
who was to reign in his place, and of- 
fered him as a burnt offering on the 
wall. And there came great wrath 
against Israel, and they departed from 
him and returned to their own land. 


The Widow’s Oil 
rd Pa iu a certain woman of the 
ys wives of the sons of the 
prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your 
servant my husband is dead, and you 
know that your servant feared the 
Lorp; and the creditor has come to 
take my two children to be his slaves.” 

2 Elisha said to her, “What shall I 
do for you? Tell me, what do you have 
in the house?” And she said, “Your 
maidservant has nothing in the house 
except 8a jar of oil.” 1 Ki 17:12 

3 Then he said, “Go, borrow ves- 
sels at large for yourself from all your 
neighbors, even empty vessels; do not 
get a few. 

4 “And you shall go in and shut 
the door behind you and your sons, 
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and pour out into all these vessels, 
and you shall set aside what is full.” 

5 So she went from him and shut 
the ae behind her and her sons; 
they were bringing the vessels to her 
and she poured. 

6 When &the vessels were full, 
she said to her son, “Bring me another 
vessel.” And he said to her, “There is 
not one vessel more.” And the oil 
stopped. Ma 14:20 

7 Then she came and told &the 
man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the 
oil and pay your debt, and you and 
your sons can live on the rest.” 1 ki 12:22 


The Shunammite Woman 
8 Now there came a day when 
Elisha passed over to ®Shunem, 
where there was a ‘prominent 
woman, and she persuaded him to eat 
Tfood. And so it was, as often as he 
passed by, he turned in there to eat 
food. Jos 19:18 ¢ Lit great Lit bread 
9 She said to her husband, “Be- 
hold now, I perceive that this is a holy 
Rman of God passing by us continu- 
ally. 2Ki4:7 
10 “Please, let us ®make a little 
walled upper chamber and let us set a 
bed for him there, and a table and a 
chair and a lampstand; and it shall be, 
when he comes to us, that he can turn 
in there.” Ma 10:41, 42; 25:40; Ro 12:13 
11 7One day he came there and 
turned in to the upper chamber and 
Trested. Lit Now a day came that ¢ Lit lay there 
12 Then he said to ®Gehazi his 
servant, “Call this Shunammite.” And 
when he had called her, she stood be- 
fore him. 2 Ki 4:29-31; 5:20-27; 8:4, 5 
13 He said to him, “Say now to 
her, ‘Behold, you have been ‘careful 
for us with all this ?care; what can I do 
for you? Would you be spoken for to 
the king or to the captain of the 
army?’” And she answered, “I live 
among my own people.” Lit fearful « Lit fear 
14 So he said, “What then is to be 
done for her?” And Gehazi ‘an- 
swered, “Truly she has no son and her 
husband is old.” Lit said 
15 He said, “Call her.” When he 
had called her, she stood in the door- 
way. 
16 Then he said, “At this season 
next year you will embrace a son.” 
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And she said, “No, my lord, O man of 
God, do not lie to your maidservant.” 

17 The woman conceived and 
bore a son at that season the next 
year, as Elisha had said to her. 


The Shunammite’s Son 

18 When the child was grown, the 
day came that he went out to his fa- 
ther to the reapers. 

19 Hesaid to his father, “My head, 
my head.” And he said to his servant, 
“Carry him to his mother.” 

20 When he had taken him and 
brought him to his mother, he sat on 
her lap until noon, and then died. 

21 She went up and laid him on 
the bed of the man of God, and shut 
the door behind him and went out. 

22 Then she called to her husband 
and said, “Please send me one of the 
servants and one of the donkeys, that 
I may run to the man of God and re- 
turn.” 

23 He said, “Why will you go to 
him today? It is neither new moon 
nor sabbath.” And she said, “It will be 
well.” Nu 10:10; 28:11; 1 Ch 23:31 

24 Then she saddled a donkey and 
said to her servant, “Drive and go for- 
ward; do not slow down 'the pace for 
me unless I tell you.” Lit riding 

25 So she went and came to the 
man of God to "Mount Carmel. 

When the man of God saw her ata 
distance, he said to Gehazi his ser- 
vant, “Behold, ‘there is the Shunam- 
mite. 2 Ki 2:25 ¢ Lit this Shunammite 

26 “Please run now to meet her 
and say to her, ‘Is it well with you? Is 
it well with your husband? Is it well 
with the child?’” And she Tanswered, 
“It is well.” Lit said 

27 When she came to the man of 
God to the hill, she caught hold of his 
feet. And Gehazi came near to push 
her away; but the man of God said, 
“Let her alone, for her soul is troubled 
within her; and the Lorp has hidden it 
from me and has not told me.” 

28 Then she said, “Did I ask for a 
son from my lord? Did I not say, ‘"Do 
not deceive me’?” 2 Ki 4:16 

29 Then he said to Gehazi, “8Gird 
up your loins and ®take my staff in 
your hand, and go your way; if you 
meet any man, do not ®salute him, and 
if anyone salutes you, do not answer 
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him; and lay my staff on the lad’s 
face.” 1 Ki 18:46; 2 Ki 9:1 ¢ Ex 4:17; 2 Ki 2:14 © Lk 10:4 

- 30 The mother of the lad said, 
“RAs the Lorp lives and as you your- 
self live, I will not leave you.” And he 
arose and followed her. 2 Ki2:2,4 

31 Then Gehazi passed on before 
them and laid the staff on the lad’s 
face, but there was no sound or ‘re- 
sponse: So he returned to meet him 
and told him, “The lad 8has not awak- 
ened.” Lit attentiveness ¢ Jo 11:11 
2G,32 When Elisha came into the 

house, behold the lad was dead 
and laid on his bed. 

33 So he entered and ®shut the 
door behind them both and prayed to 
the Lorp. 2 Ki 4:4; Ma 6:6; Lk 8:51 

34 And ®he went up and lay on the 
child, and put his mouth on his mouth 
and his eyes on his eyes and his hands 
on his hands, and he stretched him- 
self on him; and the flesh of the child 
became warm. 1 Ki 17:21-23 

35 Then he returned and walked 
in the house once back and forth, and 
- went up and &stretched himself on 
him; and the lad sneezed seven times 
and the lad opened his eyes. _1ki17.21 

36 He called Gehazi and said, 
“Call this Shunammite.” So he called 
her. And when she came in to him, he 
said, “Take up your son.” 

37 Then she went in and fell at his 
feet and bowed herself to the ground, 
and ®she took up her son and went 
out. He 11:35 


The Poisonous Stew 

38 When Elisha returned to ®Gil- 
gal, there was a famine in the land. 
As the sons of the prophets were sit- 
ting before him, he said to his servant, 
“Put on the large pot and boil stew for 
the sons of the prophets.” 

39 Then one went out into the 
field to gather herbs, and found a wild 
vine and gathered from it his lap full 
of wild gourds, and came and sliced 
them into the pot of stew, for they did 
not know what they were. 

40 So they poured it out for the 
men to eat. And as they were eating of 
the stew, they cried out and said, “O 
man of God, there is death in the pot.” 
And they were unable to eat. 

4] But he said, “Now bring meal.” 
RHe threw it into the pot and said, 
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“Pour it out for the people that they 
may eat.” Then there was no harm in 
the pot. Ex 15:25; 2 Ki 2:21 
»§,22 Now a man came from Baal- 
shalishah, and brought the man of 
God bread of the first fruits, twenty 
loaves of barley and fresh ears of 
grain in his sack. And he said, “Give 
them to the people that they may eat.” 
43 His attendant said, “What, will 
I set this before a hundred men?” But 
he said, “Give them to the people that 
they may eat, for thus says the Lorp, 
‘They shall eat and have some left 
over.” Lk 9:13; Jo 6:9 
44 So he set it before them, and 
they ate and had some left over, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lorp. 


Naaman Is Healed 
7 Now 8Naaman, captain of the 
army of the king of Aram, was a 
great man ‘with his master, and 
highly respected, because by him the 
Lorp had given victory to Aram. The 
man was also a valiant warrior, but he 
was a leper. Lk 4:27 « Lit before 

2 Now the Arameans had gone 
out in bands and had taken captive a 
little girl from the land of Israel; and 
she waited on Naaman’s wife. 

3 She said to her mistress, “I wish 
that my master were ‘with the prophet 
who is in Samaria! Then he would 
cure him of his leprosy.” Lit before 

4 Naaman went in and told his 
master, saying, “Thus and thus spoke 
the girl who is from the land of Israel.” 

5 Then the king of Aram said, 
“Go now, and I will send a letter to the 
king of Israel.” He departed and 8took 
with him ten talents of silver and six 
thousand shekels of gold and ten 
changes of clothes. 1 Sa 9:7: 2 Ki 4:42 

6 He brought the letter to the 
king of Israel, saying, “And now as 
this letter comes to you, behold, I have 
sent Naaman my servant to you, that 
you may cure him of his leprosy.” 

7 When the king of Israel read 
the letter, She tore his clothes and 
said, “Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man is sending word to 
me to cure a man of his leprosy? But 
consider now, and see how he is seek- 
ing a quarrel against me.” Ge 37:29 
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8 It happened when Elisha ®the 
man of God heard that the king of Is- 
rael had torn his clothes, that he sent 
word to the king, saying, “Why have 
you torn your clothes? Now let him 
come to me, and he shall know that 
there is a prophet in Israel.” 1 ki 12:22 

9 So Naaman came with his 
horses and his chariots and stood at 
the doorway of the house of Elisha. 

10 Elisha sent a messenger to 
him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jor- 
dan seven times, and your flesh will 
be restored to you and you will be 
clean.” 

11 But Naaman was furious and 
went away and said, “Behold, I 
thought, ‘He will surely come out to 
me and stand and call on the name of 
the Lorp his God, and wave his hand 
over the place and cure the leper,’ 

12 “Are not Abanah and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel? Could I not wash 
in them and be clean?” So he turned 
and went away in a rage. 

13 Then his servants came near 
and spoke to him and said, “My fa- 
ther, had the prophet told you to do 
some great thing, would you not have 
done it? How much more then, when 
he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 

14 So he went down and dipped 
himself seven times in the Jordan, ac- 
cording to the word of the man of 
God; and 8his flesh was restored like 
the flesh of a little child and ®he was 
clean. 2 Ki 5:10; Job 33:25 ¢ Lk 4:27; 5:13 


Gehazi’s Greed 

15 When he returned to the man 
of God with all his company, and came 
and stood before him, he said, “Behold 
now, ®I know that there is no God in 
all the earth, but in Israel; so please 
Rtake a present from your servant 
now.” Jos 2:11; 1 Sa 17:46, 47; 2 Ki 5:8 © 1 Sa 25:27 

16 But he said, “®As the Lorp lives, 
before whom I stand, 8I will take noth- 
ing.” And he urged him to take it, but 
he refused. 2K 3:14 « Ge 14:22, 23: 2 Ki 5:20, 26 

17 Naaman said, “If not, please let 
your servant at least be given two 
mules’ load of earth; for your servant 
will no longer offer burnt offering nor 
will he sacrifice to other gods, but to 
the Lorp. Ex 20:24 
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18 “In this matter may the Lorp 
pardon your servant: when my master 
goes into the house of Rimmon to 
worship there, and he leans on my 
hand and I bow myself in the house 
of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon 
your servant in this matter.” 2ki7:2,17 

19 He said to him, “®Go in peace.” 
oe te departed from him some dis- 

Ex 4:18; 1 Sa 1:17; Mk 5:34 

"30 But Gehazi, the servant of El- 
ri isha the man of God, thought, “Be- 
hold, my master has spared this 
Naaman the Aramean, by not receiv- 
ing from his hands what he brought. 
As the Lorp lives, I will run after him 
and take something from him.” 

21 So Gehazi pursued Naaman. 
When Naaman saw one running after 
him, he came down from the chariot 
to meet him and said, “Is all well?” 

22 He said, “RAI] is well. My mas- 
ter has sent me, saying, ‘Behold, just 
now two young men of the sons of the 
prophets have come to me from &the 
hill country of Ephraim. Please give 
them a talent of silver and two 
changes of clothes.’” 2 Ki 4:26 © Jos 24:33 

23 Naaman said, “®Be pleased to 
take two talents.” And he urged him, 
and bound two talents of silver in two 
bags with two changes of clothes and 
gave them to two of his servants; and 
they carried them before him. 2xi63 

24 When he came to the hill, he 
took them from their hand and de- 
posited them in the house, and he sent 
the men away, and they departed. 

25 But he went in and stood be- 
fore his master. And Elisha said to 
him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?” 
And he said, “Your servant went 
nowhere.” 2 Ki 5:22 

26 Then he said to him, “Did not 
my heart go with you, when the man 
turned from his chariot to meet you? 
RTs it a time to receive money and to 
receive clothes and olive groves and 
vineyards and sheep and oxen and 
male and female servants? 2 Ki5:16 

27 “Therefore, the leprosy of Naa- 
man shall cling to you and to your 
Tdescendants forever.” So he went out 
from his presence ®a leper as white as 
snow. Lit seed ¢ Ex 4:6; Nu 12:10 
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The Axe Head Recovered 
Now ®the sons of the prophets said 
to Elisha, “Behold now, the place 

before you where we are living is too 

limited for us. 2 Ki 2:3 

2 “Please let us go to the Jordan 
and each of us take from there a 
beam, and let us make a place there 
for ourselves where we may live.” So 
he said, “Go.” 

_ 3 Then one said, “Please be will- 

ing to go with your servants.” And he 

Tanswered, “I shall go.” Lit said 

4 So he went with them; and 
when they came to the Jordan, they 
cut down trees. 

5 But as one was felling a beam, 
the axe head fell into the water; and 
he cried out and said, “Alas, my mas- 
ter! For it was borrowed.” 

6 Then the man of God said, 
“Where did it fall?” And when he 
showed him the place, ®he cut off.a 
stick and threw it in there, and made 
the iron float. Ex 15:25; 2 Ki 2:21; 4:41 

7 He said, “Take it up for your- 
oa So he put out his hand and took 
it. 


The Arameans Plot to Capture 
Elisha 

8 Now the king of Aram was 
warring against Israel; and he 'coun- 
seled with his servants saying; “In 
such and such a place shall be my 
camp.” Lit took counsel 

9 The man of God sent word to 
the king of Israel saying, “Beware that 
you do not pass this place, for the 
Arameans are coming down there.” 

10 The king of Israel sent to the 
place about which the man of God 
had told him; thus he warned him, so 
that he guarded himself there, ‘more 
than once or twice. Lit not once or twice 

11 Now the heart of the king of 
Aram was enraged over this thing; 
and he called his servants and said to 
them, “Will you tell me which of us is 
for the king of Israel?” 

12 One of his servants said, “No, 
my lord, O king; but Elisha, the 
prophet who is in Israel, tells the king 
of Israel the words that you speak in 
your bedroom.” 

13 So he said, “Go and see where 
he is, that I may send and take him.” 
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And it was told him, saying, “Behold, 
he is in Dothan.” Ge 37:17 
14 He sent horses and chariots 
and a great army there, and they 
St by night and surrounded the 
city. 
1515 Now when the attendant of 
the man of God had risen early 
and gone out, behold, an army with 
horses and chariots was circling 
the city. And his servant said to 
him, “Alas, my master! TWhat shall we 
do?” Lit How 

16 So he tanswered, “Do not fear, 
for those who are with us are more 
than those who are with them.” Lit saia 

17 Then Elisha prayed and said, 
“O Lorp, I pray, open his eyes that 
he may see.” And the Lorp opened 
the servant’s eyes and he saw; and 
behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha. 

18 When they came down to him, 
Elisha prayed to the Lorp and said, 
“Strike this people with blindness, I 
pray.” So He struck them with blind- 
ness according to the word of Elisha. 

19 Then Elisha said to them, “This 
is not the way, nor is this the city; fol- 
low me and | will bring you to the 
man whom you seek.” And he brought 
them to Samaria. 

20 When they had come. into 
Samaria, Elisha said, “O 8Lorpb, open 
the eyes of these men, that they may 
see.” So the Lorp opened their eyes 
and they saw; and behold, they were 
in the midst of Samaria. 2 Ki 6:17 

21 Then the king of Israel when 
he saw them, said to Elisha, “®My fa- 
ther, shall I ‘kill them? Shall I ‘kill 
them?” 2 Ki 2:12; 5:13; 8:9 © Lit smite © Lit smite 

22 He answered, “You shall not 
kill them. Would you kill those you 
have taken captive with your sword 
and with your bow? Set bread and 
water before them, that they may eat 
and drink and go to their master.” 

23 So he prepared a great feast 
for them; and when they had eaten 
and drunk he sent them away, and 
they went to their master. And the 
marauding bands of Arameans did 
not come again into the land of Is- 
rael. 


$6:15-19 


2 KINGS 6:24 


The Siege of Samaria— 
Cannibalism 

24 Now it came about after this, 
that .Ben-hadad king of Aram gath- 
ered all his army and went up and be- 
sieged Samaria. 1 Ki 20:1 

25 There was a great ®famine in 
Samaria; and behold, they besieged it, 
until a donkey’s head was sold for 
eighty shekels of silver, and a fourth 
of a Fkab of dove’s dung for five 
shekels of silver. Le 26:26 

26 As the king of Israel was pass- 
ing by on the wall a woman cried out 
to him, saying, “Help, my lord, O 
king!” 

27 He said, “If the Lorpb does not 
help you, from where shall I help you? 
From the threshing floor, or from the 
wine press?” Lit No, let the Lorp help you 

28 And the king said to her, 
“RWhat Tis the matter with you?” And 
she Tanswered, “This woman said to 
me, ‘Give your son that we may eat 
him today, and we will eat my son to- 
morrow.’ Ju 18:23 © Lit to you e Lit said 

29 “So we boiled my son and ate 
him; and I said to her on the next day, 
‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; 
but she has hidden her son.” 

30 When the king heard the 
words of the woman, he tore his 
clothes—now he was passing by on 
the wall—and the people looked, and 
behold, he had sackcloth beneath on 
his body. 

31 Then he said, “May ®God do so 
to me and more also, if the head of E]- 
isha the son of Shaphat ‘remains on 
him today.” Ru 1:17; 1 Ki 19:2 « Lit stands 

32 Now Elisha was sitting in his 
house, and ®the elders were sitting 
with him. And the king sent a man 
from his presence; but before the 
messenger came to him, he said to the 
elders, “Do you ®see how this son of a 
murderer has sent to take away my 
head? Look, when the messenger 
comes, shut the door and hold the 
door shut against him. Is not the 
sound of his master’s feet behind 
him?” — Eze 8:1; 14:1; 20:1 1 Ki 18:4, 13, 14; 21:10, 13 

33 While he was still talking 
with them, behold, the messenger 
came down to him and he said, “&Be- 
hold, this evil is from the Lorp; why 
should I wait for the Lorp any 
longer?” Is 8:21 
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Elisha Promises Food 
Then Elisha said, “Listen to the 
a2 word of the Lorn; thus says the 
Lorp, ‘Tomorrow about this time a 
measure of fine flour will be sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley 
fora shekel, in the gate of Samaria.’” 
2 The royal officer on whose 
hand the king was leaning answered 
the man of God and said, “Behold, if 
the Lorp should make windows in 
heaven, could this thing be?” Then he 
said, “Behold, you will see it with your 
own eyes, but you will not eat of it.” 


Four Lepers Relate Arameans’ 
Flight 

3 Now there were four leprous 
men at the entrance of the gate; and 
they said to one another, “Why do we 
sit here until we die? 

4 “If we say, ‘We will enter the 
city,’ then the famine is in the city and 
we will die there; and if we sit here, 
we die also. Now therefore come, and 
let us 'go over to ®the camp of the 
Arameans. If they spare us, we will 
live; and if they kill us, we will but 
die.” Lit fall © 2 Ki 6:24 

5 They arose at twilight to go to 
the camp of the Arameans; when they 
came to the outskirts of the camp of 
the Arameans, behold, there was no 
one there. 

6 For ®the Lord had caused the 
army of the Arameans to hear a 
sound of chariots and a sound of 
horses, even the sound of a great 
army, so that they said to one another, 
“Behold, the king of Israel has hired 
against us ®the kings of the Hittites 
and the kings of the Egyptians, to 
come upon us.” 2 Sa 5:24 ¢ 1 Ki 10:29 

7 Therefore they 8arose and fled 
in the twilight, and left their tents and 
their horses and their donkeys, even 
the camp just as it was, and fled for 
their life. Ps 48:4-6; Pr 28:1 

8 When these lepers came to the 
outskirts of the camp, they entered 
one tent and ate and drank, and ®car- 
ried from there silver and gold and 
clothes, and went and hid them; and 
they returned and entered another 
tent and carried from there also, and 
went and hid them. Jos 7:21 
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9 Then they said to one another, 
“We are not doing right. This day is a 
day of good news, but we are keeping 
silent; if we wait until morning light, 
punishment will ‘overtake us. Now 
therefore come, let us go and tell the 
king’s household.” Lit find 

10 So they came and called to the 
gatekeepers of the city, and they told 
them, saying, “We came to the camp 
of the Arameans, and behold, there 
was no one there, nor the voice of 
man, only the horses tied and the don- 
keys tied, and the tents just as they 
were.” 

11 The gatekeepers called and 
told it within the king’s household. 

12 Then the king arose in the 
night and said to his servants, “I will 
now tell you what the Arameans have 
done to us. They know that ®we are 
hungry; therefore they have gone 
from the camp to hide themselves in 
the field, saying, ‘When they come out 
of the city, we will capture them alive 
and get into the city.” 2 Ki 6:25-29 » Jos 8:4-12 

13 One of his servants said, 
“Please, let some men take five of the 
horses which remain, which are left 
Tin the city. Behold, they will be in any 
case like all the multitude of Israel 
who are left in it; behold, they will be 
in any case like all the multitude of Is- 
rael who have already perished, so let 
us send and see.” Lit in it 

14 They took therefore two chari- 
ots with horses, and the king sent 
after the army of the Arameans, say- 
ing, “Go and see.” 


The Promise Fulfilled 

15 They went after them to the 
Jordan, and behold, all the way was 
full of clothes and equipment which 
the Arameans had thrown away in 
their haste. Then the messengers re- 
turned and told the king. 

16 So the people went out and 
plundered the camp of the Arameans. 
Then a measure of fine flour was sold 
for a shekel and two measures of bar- 
ley for a shekel, according to the 
word of the Lorp. 2Ki7:1 

17. Now the king appointed "the 
royal officer on whose hand he leaned 
to have charge of the gate; but the 
people trampled on him at the gate, 
and he died just as the man of God 
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had said, who spoke when the king 
came down to him. 2 Ki 7:2 

18 It happened just as the man of 
God had spoken to the king; saying, 
“RTwo measures of barley for a shekel 
and a measure of fine flour for a 
shekel, will be sold tomorrow about 
this time at the gate of Samaria.” 2 ki7:1 

19 Then the royal officer an- 
swered the man of God and said, 
“Now behold, 8if the Lorp: should 
make windows in heaven, could such 
a thing be?” And he said, “Behold, you 
will see it with your own eyes, but you 
will not eat Tof it.” 2 Ki 7:2 © Lit from there 

20 And so it happened to him, for 
the people trampled on him at the 
gate and he died. 


Jehoram Restores the 
Shunammite’s Land | 

Now Elisha spoke to the woman 

whose son he had restored to life, 
saying, “Arise and go with your 
household, and sojourn wherever you 
can sojourn; for the Lorp has called 
for a famine, and it will even come 
on the land for seven years.” Ge 41:27, 54 

2 So the woman arose and did 
according to the word of the man of 
God, and she went with her house- 
hold and sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines seven years. 

3 At the end of seven years, the 
woman returned from the land of the 
Philistines; and she went out to ‘ap- 
peal to the king for her house and for 
her field. Lit cry out 

4 Now the king was talking with 
Gehazi, the servant of the man of 
God, saying, “Please relate to me all 
the great things that Elisha has done.” 

5 As he was relating to the king 
Rhow he had restored to life the one 
who was dead, behold, the woman 
whose son he had restored to life 'ap- 
pealed to the king for her house and 
for her field. And Gehazi said, “My 
lord, O king, this is the woman and 
this is her son, whom Elisha restored 
to life.” 2 Ki 4:35 © Lit cried out 

6 When the king asked the 
woman, she related it to him. So the 
king appointed for her a certain offi- 
cer, saying, “Restore all that was hers 
and all the produce of the field from 
the day that she left the land even 
until now.” 
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Elisha Predicts Evil from Hazael 
7 Then Elisha came to Damas- 
cus. Now Ben-hadad king of Aram 
was sick, and it was told him, saying, 
“The man of God has come here.” 
8 The king said to Hazael, “Take 
a gift in your hand and go to meet the 
man of God, and inquire of the Lorp 
by him, saying, ‘Will I recover from 
this sickness?’” 1 Ki 19:15, 17 
9 So Hazael went to meet him 
and took a gift in his hand, even every 
kind of good thing of Damascus, forty 
camels’ loads; and he came and stood 
before him and said, “®Your son Ben- 
hadad king of Aram has sent me to 
you, saying, ‘Will I recover from this 
sickness?’” 2 Ki 5:13 
10 Then Elisha said to him, “&Go, 
say to him, ‘You will surely recover, 
but the RLorp has shown me that he 
will certainly die.” 2 Ki 8:14 © 2 Ki 8:15 
11 He fixed his gaze steadily on 
him 8until he was ashamed, and ®the 
man of God wept. 2 Ki 2:17 © Lk 19:41 
12 Hazael said, “Why does my 
lord weep?” Then he answered, “Be- 
cause ®I know the evil that you will do 
to the sons of Israel: their strongholds 
you will set on fire, and their young 
men you will kill with the sword, and 
their little ones you will dash in 
pieces, and their women with child 
you will rip up.” 2 Ki 10:32, 33; 12:17; 13:3, 7 
13. Then Hazael said, “But what is 
your servant, ®who is but a dog, that 
he should do this great thing?” And 
Elisha ‘answered, “8The Lorp has 
shown me that you will be king over 
Aram.” 1 Sa 17:43; 2 Sa 9:8 © Lit said e 1 Ki 19:15 
14 So he departed from Elisha 
and returned to his master, who said 
to him, “What did Elisha say to you?” 
And he answered, “He told me that 
Ryou would surely recover.” 2 Ki 8:10 
15 On the following day, he took 
the cover and dipped it in water and 
spread it on his face, so that he died. 
And Hazael became king in his place. 


Another Jehoram Reigns in 
Judah 

16 Now in the fifth year of Joram 
the son of Ahab king of Israel, 
Jehoshaphat being then the king 
of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jeho- 
shaphat king of Judah became 
king. 2 Ki 1:17; 3:1 
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17 He was thirty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
eight years in Jerusalem. 2. Ch 21:5-10 

18 He walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, just as the house of 
Ahab had done, for the daughter of 
Ahab became his wife; and he did evil 
in the sight of the Lorp. 2 Ki 8:27 

19 However, the Lorp was not 
willing to destroy Judah, for the sake 
of David His servant, since He had 
Tpromised him to give a lamp to him 
through his sons always. 

20 In his days Edom revolted from 
under the hand of Judah, and made a 
king over themselves. 

21 Then Joram crossed over to 
Zair, and all his chariots with him. 
And he arose by night and struck the 
Edomites who had surrounded him 
and the captains of the chariots; ®but 
his army fled to their tents. 2 Sa 18:17; 19:8 

22 So Edom revolted against 
Judah to this day. Then Libnah re- 
volted at the same time. Ge 27:40 

23 The rest of the acts of Joram 
and all that he did, are they not writ- 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Judah? 


Ahaziah Succeeds Jehoram in 
Judah 
24 So Joram slept with his fathers 
and 8was buried with his fathers in 
the city of David; and Ahaziah his son 
became king in his place. 2 Ch 21:20 
25 8In the twelfth year of Joram 
the son of Ahab king of Israel, 
Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of 
Judah began to reign. 2 Ch 22:1-6 
26 RAhaziah was twenty-two 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was Athaliah 
the granddaughter of Omri king of Is- 
rael. 2 Ch 22:2 
27 ®He walked in the way of the 
house of Ahab and did evil in the sight 
of the Lorp, like the house of Ahab 
had done, because he was a son-in- 
law of the house of Ahab. 2. Ch 22:3 
28 Then he went with Joram the 
son of Ahab to war against RHazael 
king of Aram at Ramoth-gilead, and 
the Arameans wounded Joram. 2 kis:15 
29 So King Joram returned to be 
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which 
the Arameans had inflicted on him at 
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Ramah when he fought against Haz- 
ael king of Aram. Then Ahaziah the 
son of Jehoram king of Judah went 
down to see Joram the son of Ahab in 
Jezreel because he was sick. 2 ki9.15 


Jehu Reigns over Israel 

Orr Elisha the prophet called one 
‘of ®the sons of the prophets and 

said to him, “8Gird:up your loins, and 

take this flask of oil in your hand and 

go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 Ki 2:3 2 Ki 4:29 

2 “When you arrive there, 
search out ®Jehu the son of Je- 
hoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go 
in and ®bid him arise from among his 
brothers, and bring him to an inner 
room . 1 Ki 19:16, 17; 2 Ki 9:14, 20 « 2 Ki 9:5, 11 

3 “Then take the flask of oil and 
pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp, “8I have anointed you king 
over Israel.”’ Then open the door and 
flee and do not wait.” 2 Ch 22:7 

4 So ®the young man, the servant 
of the prophet, went to Ramoth- 
gilead. 2 Ki 9:1 

5 When he came, behold, the 
captains of the army were sitting, and 
he said, “I have a word for you, O cap- 
tain.” And Jehu said, “'For which one 
of us?” And he said, “For you, O cap- 
tain.” Lit To whom of us all? 

6 He arose and went into the 
house, and he poured the oil on his 
head and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, ‘I have 
anointed you king over the people of 
the Lorp, even over Israel. 

7 ‘You shall strike the house of 
Ahab your master, that I may avenge 
Rthe blood of My servants the 
prophets, and the blood of all the ser- 
vants of the Lorp, at the hand of 
Jezebel. De 32:35, 43 © 1 Ki 18:4; 21:15, 21, 25 

8 ‘For the whole house of Ahab 
shall perish, and ®I will cut off from 
Ahab every male person both bond 
and free in Israel. 1 Ki 21:21; 2 Ki 10:17 

9 ‘8] will make the house of Ahab 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and like the house of Baasha 
the son of Ahijah. 1 Ki 14:10, 11; 15:29 

10 ‘8The dogs shall eat Jezebel in 
the territory of Jezreel, and none shall 
bury her.’” Then he opened the door 
and fled. 1 Ki 21:23; 2 Ki 9:35, 36 

11 Now Jehu came out to the ser- 
vants of his master, and one said to 
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him, “Is all well? Why did this kmad 
fellow come to you?” And he said to 
them, “You know very well the man 
and his talk.” Je 29:26; Ho 9:7; Mk 3:21 

12 They said, “It is a lie, tell us 
now.” And he said, “Thus and thus he 
said to me, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “I 
have anointed you king over Israel.”’” 

13 Then ®they hurried and each 
man took his garment and placed it 
under him on the bare steps, and 
®blew the trumpet, saying, “Jehu is 
king!” Ma 21:7, 8; Mk 11:7,8 © 2 Sa 15:10; 1 Ki 1:34, 39 


Jehoram (Joram) Is Assassinated 

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat 
the son of Nimshi conspired against 
Joram. Now Joram with all Israel was 
defending Ramoth-gilead against 
Hazael king of Aram, 

15 but RKing fJoram had re- 
turned to Jezreel to be healed of the 
wounds which the Arameans had Tin- 
flicted on him when he fought with 
Hazael king of Aram. So Jehu said, “If 
this is your mind, then let no one es- 
cape or leave the city to go tell it in 
Jezreel.” 2 Ki 8:29 ¢ Lit struck 

16 Then Jehu rode in a chariot 
and went to Jezreel, for Joram was 
lying there. SAhaziah king of Judah 
had come down to see Joram: 2ki8:29 

17 Now the watchman was stand- 
ing on the tower in Jezreel and he saw 
the ‘company of Jehu as he came, and 
said, “I see a company.” And Joram 
said, “Take a horseman and send him 
to meet them and let him say, ‘Is it 
peace?’ ” Lit multitude 

18 So a horseman went to meet 
him and said, “Thus says the king, ‘Is 
it peace?’” And Jehu said, “®What 
have you to do with peace? Turn be- 
hind me.” And the watchman re- 
ported, “The messenger came to 
them, but he did not return.” 2ki9:19, 22 

19 Then he sent out a second 
horseman, who came to them and 
said, “Thus says the king, ‘Is it 
peace?’” And Jehu ‘answered, “What 
have you to do with peace? Turn be- 
hind me.” Lit said 

20 The watchman reported, “He 
came even to them, and he did not re- 
turn; and 8the driving is like the driv- 
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ing of XJehu the son of Nimshi, for he 
drives furiously.” 2 Sa 18:27 © 1 Ki 19:17 

21 Then Joram said, “Get ready.” 
And they made his chariot ready. ®Jo- 
ram king of Israel and Ahaziah king 
of Judah went out, each in his char- 
iot, and they went out to meet Jehu 
and found him in the property of 
Naboth the Jezreelite. 2 Ch 22:7 

22 When Joram saw Jehu, he said, 
“Ts it peace, Jehu?” And he ‘answered, 
“What peace, so long as the harlotries 
of your mother Jezebel and her witch- 
crafts are so many?” Lit said 

23 So Joram reined about and fled 
and said to Ahaziah, “There is 
treachery, O Ahaziah!” 2 Ki 11:14 

24 And ®Jehu ‘drew his bow with 
his full strength and shot Joram be- 
tween his arms; and the arrow went 
through his heart and he sank in his 
Chariot. 1 Ki 22:34 « Lit filled his hand with the bow 

25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar his 
officer, “Take him up and &cast him 
into the "property of the field of 
Naboth the Jezreelite, for I remember 
when you and I were riding together 
after Ahab his father, that the Lorp 
laid this oracle against him: 1 Ki21:1 

26 ‘Surely 8I have seen yesterday 
the blood of Naboth and the blood of 
his sons,’ says the Lorp, ‘and ®I will 
repay you in this "property, says the 
Lorb. Now then, take and cast him 
into the property, according to the 
word of the LORD.” 1 ki 21:13, 19 2 Ki 9:21, 25 


Jehu Assassinates Ahaziah 

27 When Ahaziah the king of 
Judah saw this, he fled by the way of 
the garden house. And Jehu pursued 
him and said, “Shoot him too, in the 
chariot.” So they shot him at the as- 
cent of Gur, which is at Ibleam. But he 
fled to Megiddo and died there. 

28 ®Then his servants carried him 
in a chariot to Jerusalem and buried 
him in his grave with his fathers in the 
city of David. 2 Ki 23:30 

29 Now in &the eleventh year of 
Joram, the son of Ahab, Ahaziah be- 
came king over Judah. 2 Ki 8:25 

30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, 
Jezebel heard of it, and ®she painted 
her eyes and adorned her head and 
looked out the window. _ Je 4:30: Eze 23:40 

31 As Jehu entered the gate, she 


said, “8Is it well, Zimri, your master’s 
murderer?” 1 Ki 16:9-20; 2 Ki 9:18-22 

32 Then he lifted up his face to the 
window and said, “Who is on my 
side? Who?” And two or three officials 
looked down at him. 


Jezebel Is Slain 

33 He said, “Throw her down.” So 
they threw her down, and some of her 
blood was sprinkled on the wall and 
on the horses, and he trampled her 
under foot. 

34 When he came in, he ate and 
drank; and he said, “See now to 8this 
cursed woman and bury her, for she 
is a king’s daughter.” 1 Ki 21:25 « 1 Ki 16:31 

35 They went to bury her, but they 
found nothing more of her than the 
skull and the feet and the palms of her 
hands. 

36 Therefore they returned and 
told him. And he said, “This is the 
word of the Lorp, which He spoke by 
His servant Elijah the Tishbite, say- 
ing, ‘In the property of Jezreel the 
dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; 

37. and ®the corpse of Jezebel will 
be as dung on the face of the field in 
the property of Jezreel, so they can- 
not say, “This is Jezebel.”’” Je 8:1-3 


Judgment upon Ahab’s House 
l Now Ahab had seventy sons in 
RSamaria. And Jehu wrote let- 
ters and sent them to Samaria, to the 
rulers of Jezreel, the elders, and to the 
guardians of the children of Ahab, 
saylng, 1 Ki 16:24-29 
2 “Now, when this letter comes 
to you, since your master’s sons are 
with you, 'as well as the chariots and 
horses and a fortified city and the 
weapons, 2 Ki 5:6 ¢ Lit and with you the 
3 select the best and ‘fittest of 
your master’s sons, and set him on his 
father’s throne, and fight for your 
master’s house.” 

_4 But they feared greatly and 
said, “Behold, ®the two kings did not 
stand before him; how then can we 
stand?” 2 Ki 9:24, 27 

5 And the one who was over the 
household, and he who was over the 
city, the elders, and the guardians of 
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the children, sent word to Jehu, say- 
ing, ““We are your servants, all that 
you say to us we will do, we will not 
make any man king; do what is good 
in your Sight.” Jos 9:8,-11; 1 Ki 20:4, 32: 2 Ki 18:14 

6 Then he wrote a letter to them 
a second time saying, “If you are on 
my side, and you will listen to my 
voice, take the heads of the men, your 
master’s sons, and come to me at 
Jezreel tomorrow about this time.” 
Now the king’s sons, seventy persons, 
were with the great men of the city, 
who were rearing them. 

7 When the letter came to them, 
they took the king’s sons and ®slaugh- 
tered them, seventy persons, and put 
their heads in baskets, and sent them 
to him at Jezreel. Ju 9:5; 2 Ki ld:1 

8 When the messenger came and 
told him, saying, “They have brought 
the heads of the king’s sons,” he said, 
“Put them in two heaps at the en- 
trance of the gate until morning.” 

9 Now in the morning he went 
out and stood and said to all the peo- 
ple, “You are innocent; behold, I con- 
spired against my master and killed 
him, but who killed all these? 

10 “Know then that 8there shall 
fall to the earth nothing of the word of 
the Lorp, which the Lorp spoke con- 
cerning the house of Ahab, for the 
Lorp has done what He spoke 
through His servant Elijah.” 2ki9:7-10 

11 So Jehu killed all who re- 
mained of the house of Ahab in 
RJezreel, and all his great men and his 
acquaintances and his priests, until he 
left him without a survivor. Ho 1:4 

12 Then he arose and departed 
and went to Samaria. On the way 
while he was at 'Beth-eked of the 
shepherds, 

13 8Jehu ™met the relatives of 
Ahaziah king of Judah and said, 
“Who are you?” And they answered, 
“We are the relatives of Ahaziah; and 
we have come down to greet the sons 
of the king and the sons of the queen 
mother.” 2. Ki. 8:24, 29: 2 Ch 21:17; 22:8 © Lit found 

14 He said, “Take them alive.” So 
they took them alive and killed them 
at the pit of Beth-eked, forty-two men; 
and he left none of them. 

15 Now when he had departed 
from there, he ™met ®Jehonadab the 
son of 8Rechab coming to meet him; 
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and he greeted him and said to him, 
“Is your heart right, as my heart is 
with your heart?” And Jehonadab an- 
swered, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, give 
me your hand.” And he gave him his 
hand, and he took him up to him into 
the chariot. Lit found e Je 35:6-19 © 1 Ch 2:55 

16 He said, “Come with me and 
Rsee my zeal for the Lorp.” So he 
made him ride in his chariot. 1ki19:10 

17 When he came to Samaria, he 
killed all who remained to Ahab in 
Samaria, until he had destroyed him, 
Raccording to the word of the Lorp 
which He spoke to Elijah. 2 Ki 10:10 


Jehu Destroys Baal Worshipers 
Then Jehu gathered all the 
people and said to them, “Ahab 
served Baal a little; Jehu will serve 
him much. 1 Ki 16:31, 32 
19 “Now, summon all _ the 
prophets of Baal, all his worshipers 
and all his priests; let no one be miss- 
ing, for I have a great sacrifice for 
Baal; whoever is missing shall not 
live.” But Jehu did it in cunning, so 
that he might destroy the worshipers 
of Baal. 1 Ki 18:19; 22:6 ¢ Lit insidiousness 
20 And Jehu said, “8Sanctify a 
solemn assembly for Baal.” And 8they 
proclaimed it. Joel 1:14 © Ex 32:4-6 
21 Then Jehu sent ‘throughout Is- 
rael and all the worshipers of Baal 
came, so that there was not a man left 
who did not come. And when they 
went into 8the house of Baal, the 
house of Baal was filled from one end 
to the other. Lit in all © 1 Ki 16:32; 2 Ki 11:18 
22 He said to the one who was "in 
charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out 
garments for all the worshipers of 
Baal.” So he brought out garments for 
them. Lit over the 
23 Jehu went into the house of 
Baal with Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab; and he said to the worshipers 
of Baal, “Search and see that there is 
here with you none of the servants of 
the Lorp, but only the worshipers of 
Baal.” 
24 Then they went in to offer sac- 
rifices and burnt offerings. 
Now Jehu had stationed for him- 
self eighty men outside, and he had 
said, ““The one who permits any of 
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the men whom | bring into your 
hands to escape shall give up his life 
in exchange.” 1 Ki 20:30-42 

25 Then it came about, as soon as 
he had finished offering the burnt of- 
fering, that Jehu said to the guard and 
to the royal officers, “Go in, kill them; 
let none come out.” And they killed 
them with the edge of the sword; and 
the guard and the royal officers threw 
them out, and went to the inner room 
of the house of Baal. 

26 They brought out the sacred 
Rpillars of the house of Baal and 
burned them. 1 Ki 14:23; 2 Ki 3:2 

27 They also broke down the sa- 
cred pillar of Baal and broke down 
the house of Baal, and made it a la- 
trine to this day. Ez 6:11; Da 2:5; 3:29 

28 Thus Jehu eradicated Baal out 
of Israel. 

29 However, 8as for the sins of Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat, which he 
made Israel sin, from these Jehu did 
not depart, even the ®golden calves 
that were at Bethel and that were at 
Dan. 1 Ki 12:28-30; 13:33, 34 ¢ 1 Ki 12:29 

30 The Lorp said to Jehu, “Be- 
cause you have done well in executing 
what is right in My eyes, and have 
done to the house of Ahab according 
to all that was in My heart, 8your sons 
of the fourth generation shall sit on 
the throne of Israel.” 2 Ki 15:12 

31 But Jehu was not careful to 
walk in the law of the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, with all his heart; She did not 
depart from the sins of Jeroboam, 
which he made Israel sin. 2 Ki 10:29 

32 In those days the RLorp began 
to cut off portions ‘from Israel; and 
Hazael defeated them throughout the 
territory of Israel: 2 Ki 13:25; 14:25 « Lit in 

33 from the Jordan eastward, all 
the land of Gilead, the Gadites and the 
Reubenites and the Manassites, from 
Aroer, which is by the valley of the 
Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan. 


Jehoahaz Succeeds Jehu 

34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehu 
and all that he did and all his might, 
are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

35 And Jehu slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in Samaria. And 
be a his son became king in his 
place. 
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36 Now the ‘time which Jehu 
reigned over Israel in Samaria was 
twenty-eight years. Lit days 


Athaliah Queen of Judah 

l | igen Athaliah the mother of 
Ahaziah saw that her son was 

dead, she rose and destroyed all the 

royal ‘offspring. 2. Ch 22:10-12 ¢ Lit seed 

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of 
King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, ®took 
Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole 
him from among the king’s sons who 
were being put to death, and placed 
him and his nurse in the bedroom. So 
they hid him from Athaliah, and he 
was not put to death. 2 Ki 11:21; 12:1 

3 So he was hidden with her in 
the house of the Lorp six years, 
aus Athaliah was reigning over the 
and. 

4 Now in the seventh year 
Jehoiada sent and brought the cap- 
tains of hundreds of the Carites and 
of the fguard, and brought them to 
him in the house of the Lorp. Then he 
made a covenant with them and put 
them under oath in the house of the 
Lorp, and showed them the king’s 
son. 

5 He commanded them, saying, 
“This is the thing that you shall do: 
Rone third of you, who come in on'the 
sabbath and keep watch over the 
king’s house 1 Ch 9:25 

6 (one third also shall be at the 
gate Sur, and one third at the gate be- 
hind the ‘guards), shall keep watch 
over the house for defense. 

7 “Two parts of you, even all who 
go out on the sabbath, shall also keep 
watch over the house of the Lorp for 
the king. 

8 “Then you shall surround the 
king, each with his weapons in his 
hand; and whoever comes within the 
ranks shall be put to death. And ®be 
with the king when he goes out and 
when he comes in.” Nu 27:16, 17 

_ 9 So the captains of hundreds 
did according to all that Jehoiada the 
priest commanded. And each one of 
them took his men who were to come 
in on the sabbath, with those who 
were to go out on the sabbath, and 
came to Jehoiada the priest. 2cn23:8 
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10 The priest gave to the captains 
of hundreds the spears and shields 
that had been King David’s, which 
were in the house of the Lorp. 

_ 11 The tguards stood each with 
his weapons in his hand, from the 
right side of the house to the left side 
of the house, by the altar and by the 
house, around the king. Lit runners 

12 Then he brought the king’s son 
out and ®put the crown on him and 
gave him &the testimony; and they 
made him king and anointed him, and 
they clapped their hands and said, 
“Long live the king!” 2 sa 1:10 « Ex 25:16: 31:18 

13 8When Athaliah heard the 
noise of the guard and of the people, 
she came to the people in the house 
of the Lorp. 2 Ch 23:12 

14 She looked and behold, the 
king was standing ®by the pillar, ac- 
cording to the custom, with the cap- 
tains and the trumpeters beside the 
king; and all the people of the land re- 
joiced and blew trumpets. Then 
Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, 
“Treason! Treason!” 2 Ki 23:3: 2 Ch 34:31 

15 And Jehoiada the priest com- 
manded the captains of hundreds 
who were appointed over the army 
and said to them, “Bring her out be- 
tween the ranks, and whoever follows 
her put to death with the sword.” For 
the priest said, “Let her not be put to 
death in the house of the Lorb.” 

16 So they seized her, and when 
she arrived at the horses’ entrance of 
the king’s house, she was ®put to 
death there. Ge 9:6; Le 24:17 

17 Then Jehoiada made a 
covenant between the Lorp and the 
king and the people, that they would 
be the Lorp’s people, also between 
the king and the people. 

18 All the people of the land went 
to 8the house of Baal, and tore it 
down; &his altars and his images they 
broke in pieces thoroughly, and 
Rkilled Mattan the priest of Baal be- 
fore the altars. And the priest ap- 
pointed ‘officers over the house of the 
LorD. 2 Ki 10:26, 27 ¢ De 12:2, 3 « 1 Ki 18:40 ® Lit offices 

19 He took the captains of hun- 
dreds and the 8Carites and the 
guards and all the people of the land; 
and they brought the king down from 
the house of the Lorp, and came by 
the way of ®the gate of the guards to 
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the king’s house. And he sat on the 
throne of the kings. 2 Ki 11:4 © 2 Ki 11:6 

20 So Rall the people of the land 
rejoiced and the city was quiet. For 
they had put Athaliah to death with 
the sword at the king’s house. © pr 11:10 

21 ®Jehoash was seven years old 
when he became king. 2 Ch 24:1-14 


Joash (Jehoash) Reigns over 
joann ) sa 


l In the seventh year of Jehu, ®Je- 
hoash became king, and he 
reigned forty years in Jerusalem; and 
his mother’s name was Zibiah of 
Beersheba. 2 Ch 24:1 
2 Jehoash did right in the sight 
of the Lorp all his days in which Je- 
hoiada the priest instructed him. 

3 Only 8the high places were not 
taken away; the people still sacri- 
ficed and burned incense on the high 
places. 2 Ki 14:4; 15:35 


The Temple to Be Repaired 

4 Then Jehoash said to the 
priests, “All the money of the sacred 
things Rwhich is brought into the 
house of the Lorpb, in current money, 
both the money of each man’s assess- 
ment and all the money which any 
man’s heart prompts him to bring into 
the house of the Lorp, 2 Ki 22:4 

5 let the priests take it for them- 
selves, each from his acquaintance; 
and they shall repair the ‘damages of 
the house wherever any damage may 
be found.” 

6 But it came about that in the 
twenty-third year of King Jehoash 
Rthe priests had not repaired the dam- 
ages of the house. 2 Ch 24:5 

7 Then King Jehoash called for 
Jehoiada the priest, and for the other 
priests and said to them, “Why do you 
not repair the damages of the house? 
Now therefore take no more money 
from your acquaintances, but pay it 
for the damages of the house.” 

8 So the priests agreed that they 
would take no more money from the 
people, nor repair the damages of the 
house. 

9 But 8Jehoiada the priest took a 
chest and bored a hole in its lid and 
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put it beside the altar, on the right side 
as one comes into the house of the 
Lorp; and the priests who guarded 
the threshold put in it all the money 
which was brought into the house of 
the Lorp. Mk 12:41; Lk 21:1 

10 When they saw that there was 
much money in the chest, §the king’s 
scribe and the high priest came up 
and tied it in bags and counted the 
money which was found in the house 
of the Lorp. 2 Sa 8:17: 2 Ki 19:2; 22:3, 4, 12 

11 They gave the money which 
was weighed out into the hands of 
those who did the work, who had the 
oversight of the house of the Lorb; 
and they ‘paid it out to the carpenters 
and the builders who worked on the 
house of the Lorp; Lit brought 

12 and to the masons and the 
stonecutters, and for buying timber 
and hewn stone to repair the damages 
to the house of the Lorp, and for all 
that was ‘laid out for the house to re- 
pair 1G 2 Ki 22:5, 6 © Lit went out 

13 But 8there were not made for 
the house of the Lorp &silver cups, 
snuffers, bowls, trumpets, any vessels 
of gold, or vessels of silver from the 
money which was brought into the 
house of the LORD; =. 2. Ch 24:14 « 1 Ki 7:48, 50 

14 for they gave that to those who 
did the work, and with it they re- 
paired the house of the Lorp. 

15 Moreover, they did not require 
an accounting from the men into 
whose hand they gave the money to 
pay to those who did the work, for 
they dealt faithfully. 

16 The §money from the guilt of- 
ferings and the money from the sin 
offerings was not brought into the 
house of the Lorp; 8it was for the 
priestS. Le 5:15-18 « Le 4:24, 29 * Le 7:7; Nu 18:19 

17 Then Hazael king of Aram 
went up and fought against Gath and 
captured it, and "Hazael set his face to 
go up to Jerusalem. 2 Ch 24:23, 24 

18 Jehoash king of Judah took all 
the sacred things that Jehoshaphat 
and Jehoram and Ahaziah, his fa- 
thers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, 
and ®his own sacred things and all the 
gold that was found among the treas- 
uries of the house of the Lorp and of 
the king’s house, and sent them to 
Hazael king of Aram. Then he went 
away from Jerusalem. 2 Ki 12:4 
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Joash (Jehoash) Succeeded by 
Amaziah in Judah 

19 Now the rest of the acts of 
Joash and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah? 

20 RHis servants arose and made 
a conspiracy and &struck down Joash 
at the house of Millo as he was going 
down to Silla. 2. Ch 24:25-27 © 2 Ki 14:5 

21 For Jozacar the son _ of 
Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of 
RShomer, his servants, struck him and 
he died; and they buried him with his 
fathers in the city of David, and ®A- 
maziah his son became king in his 
place. 2 Ch 24:26 ¢ 2 Ki 14:1 


males uh Israel: Jehoahaz and 

Jehoash 

| Bie the twenty-third year of 
Joash the son of Ahaziah, king 

of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu 

became king over Israel at Samaria, 

and he reigned seventeen years. 

2 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, and followed the sins of Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat, ®with which 
he made Israel sin; he did not turn 
from them. 1 Ki 12:26-33 

3 So the anger of the Lorp was 
kindled against Israel, and He gave 
them continually into the hand of 
RHazael king of Aram, and into the 
hand of ®Ben-hadad the son of Haz- 
ael. Ju 2:14 © 2 Ki 12:17 ¢ 2 Ki 13:24, 25 

4 Then ®Jehoahaz entreated the 
favor of the Lorp, and the Lorp lis- 
tened to him; for SHe saw the oppres- 
sion of Israel, how the king of Aram 
oppressed them. Nw 21:7-9 « Ex 3:7, 9:2 Ki 14:26 

5 The Lorp gave Israel a F®deliv- 
erer, So that they ‘escaped from under 
the hand of the Arameans; and the 
sons of Israel lived in their tents as 
formerly. 2 Ki 13:25; 14:25, 27; Ne 9:27 « Lit went out 

6 Nevertheless they did not turn 
away from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, with which he made Is- 
rael sin, but walked in "them; and the 
Asherah also remained standing in 
Samaria. 2 Ki 13:2 Lit it © 1 Ki 16:33 

7 For he left to Jehoahaz of the 
Tarmy not more than fifty horsemen 
and ten chariots and 10,000 footmen, 


13:5 Or savior 
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for the king of Aram had destroyed 
them and ®made them like the dust at 
threshing. Lit people «Am 1:3 

8 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoahaz, and all that he did and his 
might, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Israel? 

9 And Jehoahaz slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in 
Samaria; and Joash his son became 
king in his place. 

10 In the thirty-seventh year of 
Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son 
of Jehoahaz became king over Israel 
in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years. 

11 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp; he did not turn away from all 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
with which he made Israel sin, but he 
walked in ‘them. Lit it 

12 8Now the rest of the acts of 
Joash and all that he did and his 
might with which he fought against 
Amaziah king of Judah, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Israel? 2 ki 13-14-19; 14:8-15 

13 So Joash slept with his fathers, 
and Jeroboam sat on his throne; and 
Joash was buried in Samaria with the 
kings of Israel. 


Death of Elisha 

14 When Elisha became sick with 
the illness of which he was to die, 
Joash the king of Israel came down to 
him and wept over him and said, “My 
father, my father, the chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen!” 

15 Elisha said to him, “Take a bow 
and arrows.” So he 'took a bow and 
arrows. Lit took to himself 

16 Then he said to the king of Is- 
rael, “Put your hand on the bow.” And 
he put his hand on it, then Elisha laid 
his hands on the king’s hands. 

17 He said, “Open the window to- 
ward the east,” and he opened it. Then 
Elisha said, “Shoot!” And he shot. And 
he said, “The Lorp’s arrow of victory, 
even the arrow of victory over Aram; 
for you will ™defeat the Arameans at 
RAphek until you have ‘destroyed 
them.” Lit smite © 1 Ki 20:26 * Lit made an end of 

18 Then he said, “Take the ar- 
rows,” and he took them. And he said 
to the king of Israel, “Strike the 
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ground,” and he struck it three times 
and ‘stopped. Lit stood 
_19 So ®the man of God was angry 
with him and said, “You should have 
struck five or six times, then you 
would have struck Aram until you 
would have ‘destroyed it. But now 
you shall strike Aram only three 
times.” 2 Ki 5:20 © Lit made an end of © 2 Ki 13:25 
»¢ 520 Elisha died, and they buried 
him. Now &the bands of the 
Moabites would invade the land in the 
spring of the year. 2 Ki 3:7; 24:2 

21 As they were burying a man, 
behold, they saw a marauding band; 
and they cast the man into the grave 
of Elisha. And when the man touched 
the bones of Elisha he ®revived and 
stood up on his feet. Ma 27:52 

22 Now 8Hazael king of Aram had 
oppressed Israel all the days of Je- 
hoahaz. 2 Ki 8:12, 13 

23 But the 8Lorp was gracious to 
them and ®had compassion on them 
and turned to them because of RHis 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would not destroy them or 
cast them from His presence until 
now. 2 Ki 14:27 © 1 Ki 8:28 ¢ Ge 13:16, 17; 17:2-5 

24 When Hazael king of Aram 
died, Ben-hadad his son became king 
in his place. 

25 Then Jehoash the son of Je- 
hoahaz took again from the hand of 
Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the 
cities which he had taken in war from 
the hand of Jehoahaz his father. Three 
times Joash ™defeated him and recov- 
ered the cities of Israel. Lit smote 


Amaziah Reigns over Judah 

1 AQ the second year of Joash son 
of Joahaz king of Israel, ;Ama- 

ziah the son of Joash king of Judah 

became king. 2 Ch 25:1 © 2 Ki 13:10 

2 He was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. And 
his mother’s name was Jehoaddin of 
Jerusalem. 

3 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp, yet not like David his father; he 
did according to all that Joash his fa- 
ther had done. 

4 Only 8the high places were not 


$13:20-21 
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taken away; ®the people still sacri- 
ficed and burned incense on the high 
places. 2 Ki 12:3 © 2 Ki 16:4 

5 Now it came about, as soon as 
the kingdom was firmly in his hand, 
that he ®killed his servants who had 
slain the king his father. 2 Ki 12:20 

6 But the sons of the slayers he 
did not put to death, according to 
what is written in the book of the 
Law of Moses, as the Lorp com- 
manded, saying, “The fathers shall 
not be put to death for the sons, nor 
the sons be put to death for the fa- 
thers; but each shall be put to death 
for his own sin.” 

7 Hekilled of Edom in ®the Valley 
of Salt 10,000 and took Sela by 
war, and named it Joktheel to this 
day 2 Sa 8:13; 1 Ch 18:12; 2 Ch 25:11 ¢ Is 16:1 

8 Then Amaziah sent messen- 
gers to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz 
son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, 
“Come, let us face each other.” 

9 Jehoash king of Israel sent to 
Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “®The 
thorn bush which was in Lebanon sent 
to the cedar which was in Lebanon, 
saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son 
in marriage.’ But there passed by a 
wild beast that was in Lebanon, and 
trampled the thorn bush. Ju 9:8-15 

10 “RYou have indeed defeated 
Edom, and your heart has become 
proud. Enjoy your glory and stay at 
home; for why should you provoke 
trouble so that you, even you, would 
fall, and Judah with you?” 2 Ki 14:7 

11 But Amaziah would not listen. 
So Jehoash king of Israel went up; 
and he and Amaziah king of Judah 
faced each other at 8Beth-shemesh, 
which belongs to Judah. Jos 19:38 

12 Judah was defeated ‘by Israel, 
and they fled each to his tent. Lit before 

13 Then Jehoash king of Israel 
captured Amaziah king of Judah, the 
son of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at 
Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem 
and tore down the wall of Jerusalem 
from the Gate of Ephraim to the Cor- 
ner Gate, 400 cubits. 

14 ®He took all the gold and silver 
and all the utensils which were found 
in the house of the Lorp, and in the 
treasuries of the king’s house, the 
hostages also, and returned to 
Samaria. 1 Ki 14:26; 2 Ki 12:18 
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Jeroboam II Succeeds Jehoash in 
Israel 

15 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoash which he did, and his might 
and how he fought with Amaziah 
king of Judah, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Israel? 2 Ki 13:12, 13 

16 So Jehoash slept with his fa- 
thers and was buried in Samaria with 
the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his 
son became king in his place. 


Azariah (Uzziah) Succeeds 
Amaziah in Judah 

17 kAmaziah the son of Joash 
king of Judah lived fifteen years after 
the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz 
king of Israel. 2 Ch 25:25-28 

18 Now the rest of the acts of 
Amaziah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Judah? 

19 They conspired against him in 
Jerusalem, and he fled to ®Lachish; 
but they sent after him to Lachish and 
killed him there. Jos 10:31; 2 Ki 18:14, 17 

20 Then they brought him on 
horses. and he was. buried at 
Jerusalem with his fathers in the city 
of David. 

21 All the people of Judah took 
TAzariah, who was sixteen years old, 
and made him king in the place of his 
father Amaziah. In 2 Ch 26:1, Uzziah 

22 He built Elath and restored it 
to Judah after the king slept with his 
fathers. 1 Ki 9:26; 2 Ki 16:6; 2 Ch 8:17 

23 In the fifteenth year of 
Amaziah the son of Joash king of 
Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash 
king of Israel became king in 
Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. 

24 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorpb; he did not depart from all the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel sin. 

25 ®He restored the border of Is- 
rael from ®the entrance of Hamath as 
far as ®the Sea of the Arabah, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lorp, the 
God of Israel, which He spoke 
"through His servant Jonah the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath- 
hepher. 2 ki 10:32; 13:25 + 1 Ki 8:65 * De 3:17 « Lit by 

26 For the 8Lorp saw the affliction 
of Israel, which was very bitter; for 
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there was neither bond nor free, nor 
was there any helper for Israel. 2 Ki 134 

27 The ®Lorp did not say that He 
would blot out the name of Israel 
from under heaven, but He saved 
them by the hand of Jeroboam the son 
of Joash. 2 Ki 13:23 


Zechariah Reigns over Israel 
28 Now the rest of the acts of Jer- 
oboam and all that he did and his 
might, how he fought and how he re- 
covered for Israel, 3Damascus and 
RHamath, which had belonged to 
Judah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 1 Ki 11:24 © 2 Ch 8:3 

29 And Jeroboam slept with his 
fathers, even with the kings of Israel, 
and Zechariah his son became king in 
his place. 


Series of Kings: Azariah (Uzziah) 
over Judah 
l 5p the twenty-seventh year of 
Jeroboam king of = Israel, 
Azariah son of Amaziah king of 
Judah became king. 2 Ki 14:17 
He was &sixteen years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his 
mother’s name was ‘Jecoliah of 
Jerusalem. 2 Ch 26:3, 4 © In 2 Ch 26:3, Jechiliah 

3 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorpb, according to all that his father 
Amaziah had done. 

4 Only ®the high places were not 
taken away; the people still sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high 
places. 2 Ki 12:3 
5 ®The Lorp struck the king, so 
that he was a leper to the day of his 
death. And he lived in a separate 
house, ‘while Jotham the king’s son 
was over the household, judging the 
people of the land. 2. Ch 26:21-23 © Lit and 

6 Now the rest of the acts of 
Azariah and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 

7 And Azariah slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him with his fa- 
thers in the city of David, and Jotham 
his son became king in his place. 


Zechariah over Israel 
8 ®In the thirty-eighth year of 
Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the 
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son of Jeroboam became king over Is- 
rael in Samaria for six months. 2 ki15:1 

9 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, as his fathers had done; he did 
not depart from the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, which he made Is- 
rael sin. | 

10 Then Shallum the son of 
Jabesh conspired against him and 
struck him before the people and 
killed him, and reigned in his place. 

11 Now the rest of the acts of 
Zechariah, behold they are written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Israel. 

12 This is the word of the Lorp 
which He spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your 
sons to the fourth generation shall sit 
on the throne of Israel.” And so it was. 

13 Shallum son of Jabesh became 
king in the &thirty-ninth year of 
Uzziah king of Judah, and he reigned 
one month in Samaria. 2 Ki 15:1, 8 

14 Then Menahem son of Gadi 
went up from ®Tirzah and came to 
Samaria, and struck Shallum son of 
Jabesh in Samaria, and killed him 
and became king in his place. 1 i 14:17 

15 Now the rest of the acts of 
Shallum and his conspiracy which he 
made, behold they are written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Israel. 

16 Then Menahem struck Tiphsah 
and all who were in it and its borders 
from Tirzah, because they did not 
open to him; therefore he struck it 
and ripped up all its women who 
were with child. 2 Ki 8:12; Ho 13:16 


Menahem over Israel 

17 In the thirty-ninth year of 
Azariah king of Judah, Menahem son 
of Gadi became king over Israel and 
reigned ten years in Samaria. 

18 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp; he did not depart all his days 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel sin. 

19 ®Pul, king of Assyria, came 
against the land, and Menahem gave 
Pul a thousand talents of silver so that 
his hand might be with him to 
Rstrengthen the kingdom ‘under his 

ule. 1 Ch 5:25, 26 © 2 Ki 14:5 e Lit in his hand 

20 Then Menahem exacted the 
money from Israel, even from all the 
mighty men of wealth, from each man 
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fifty shekels of silver to pay the king 
of Assyria. So the king of Assyria re- 
rE ae and did not remain there in the 
land. 

21 Now the rest of the acts of 
Menahem and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Israel? 

22 And Menahem slept with his 
fathers, and Pekahiah his son became 
king in his place. 


Pekahiah over Israel 

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah 
king of Judah, Pekahiah son of Mena- 
hem became king over Israel in 
Samaria, and reigned two years. 

24 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp; he did not depart from the sins 
of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he 
made Israel sin. 

25 Then Pekah son of Remaliah, 
his officer, conspired against him and 
struck him in Samaria, in ®the castle 
of the king’s house with Argob and 
Arieh; and with him were fifty men of 
the Gileadites, and he killed him and 
became king in his place. 1 Ki 16:18 

26 Now the rest of the acts of 
Pekahiah and all that he did, behold 
they are written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 


Pekah over Israel 

27 In the fifty-second year of 
Azariah king of Judah, Pekah son of 
Remaliah became king over Israel in 
Samaria, and reigned twenty years. 

28 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp; he did not depart from the sins 
of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he 
made Israel sin. 

29 In the days of Pekah king of Is- 
rael, *Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria 
came and captured Ijon and Abel- 
beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh 
and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all 
the land of Naphtali; and he carried 
them captive to Assyria. 2 Ki 15:19 

30 And Hoshea the son of Elah 
made a conspiracy against Pekah the 
son of Remaliah, and struck him and 
put him to death and became king in 
his place, in the twentieth year of 
Jotham the son of Uzziah. 

31 Now the rest of the acts of 
Pekah and all that he did, behold, they 
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are written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Israel. 


Jotham over Judah 

32 Inthe second year of Pekah the 
son of Remaliah king of Israel, 
Jotham the son of TUzziah king of 
Judah became king. Le. Azariah 

33 ®He was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem; and his 
mother’s name was Jerusha the 
daughter of Zadok. 2 Ch 27:1 

34 He did what was right in the 
sight of the Lorp; he did according to 
all that his father Uzziah had done. 

35 Only ®the high places were not 
taken away; the people still sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high 
places. ®He built the upper gate of the 
house of the LORD. 2 Ki 12:3 « 2 Ch 23:20; 27:3 

36 Now the rest of the acts of 
Jotham and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 

37 In those days the Lorp began 
to send Rezin king of Aram and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah against 
Judah. 2 Ki 16:5; Is 7:1 

38 And Jotham slept with his fa- 
thers, and he was buried with his fa- 
thers in the city of David his father; 
any Ahaz his son became king in his 
place. 


Ahaz Reigns over Judah 

l In the seventeenth year of 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, 
RAhaz the son of Jotham, king of 
Judah, became king. 2 Ch 28:1 
2 RAhaz was twenty years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did 
not do what was right in the sight of 
the Lorp his God, as his father David 
had done. 2 Ch 28:1-4 
_ 3 But he walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, and even made his son 
pass through the fire, according to the 
abominations of the nations whom 
the Lorp had "driven out from before 
the sons of Israel. Or dispossessed 
4 He sacrificed and burned in- 
cense on the high places and on the 

hills and under every green tree. 
5 Then ®Rezin king of Aram and 
Pekah son of Remaliah, king of Israel, 
came up to Jerusalem to wage war; 
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and they besieged Ahaz, ®but could not 
overcome him. 2 Ki 15:37; Is 7:1 ¢ 2 Ch 28:5, 6 
~ 6 At that time Rezin king. of 
Aram recovered Elath for Aram, and 
cleared the Judeans out of Elath en- 
tirely; and the Arameans came to 
Elath and have lived there to this day. 


Ahaz Seeks Help of Aram 
' 7 ®So Ahaz sent messengers to 
Tiglath- pileser king of Assyria, say- 
ing, “I am your servant and your son; 
come up and deliver me from the 
hand of the king of Aram and from 
the hand of the king of Israel, who are 
rising up against me.” 2 Ch 28:16 
8 RAhaz took the silver and gold 
that was found in the house of the 
Lorp and in the treasuries of the king’s 
house, and sent a present to the king of 
Assyria. 2 Ki 12:17, 18: 18:15 
9 So the king of Assyria listened 
to Aree and the king of Assyria went 
up against Damascus and ®captured 
it, and carried the people of it away 
into exile to ®Kir, and put Rezin to 
death. 2 Ch 28:21 ¢ Am 1:3-5 « Is 22:6; Am 9:7 


Damascus Falls 
10 Now King Ahaz went to Dam- 
ascus to meet ®Tiglath-pileser king of 
Assyria, and saw the altar which was 
at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to 
RUrijah the priest the ‘pattern of the 
altar and its model, according to all its 
workmanship. = 2. Ki 15:29 « Is 8:2 « Lit likeness 
11 So Urijah the priest built an 
altar; according to all that King Ahaz 
had sent from Damascus, thus Urijah 
the priest made it, "before the coming 
of King Ahaz from Damascus. Lit until 
12 When the king came from 
Damascus, the king saw the altar; 
then 8the king approached the altar 
and went up to it, 2 Ch 26:16, 19 
13. and ‘burned his burnt offering 
and his meal offering, and poured his 
drink offering and sprinkled the 
blood of his peace offerings on the 
altar. Lit offered in smoke 
14 The bronze altar, which was 
before the Lorp, he brought from the 
front of the house, from between his 
altar and the house of the Lorp, and 
he put it on the north side of his altar. 
15 Then King Ahaz commanded 


2 KINGS 17:5 


Urijah the priest, saying, “Upon the 
great altar burn the morning burnt of- 
fering and the evening meal offering 
and the king’s burnt offering and his 
meal offering, with the burnt offering 
of all the people of the land and their 
meal offering and their drink offer- 
ings; and sprinkle on it all the blood 
of the burnt offering and all the blood 
of the sacrifice. But the bronze altar 
shall be for me to inquire by.” 

16 So Urijah the priest did ac- 
cording to all that King Ahaz com- 
manded. 

17 Then King Ahaz ®cut off the 
borders of the stands, and removed the 
laver from them; he also 8took down 
the sea from the bronze oxen which 
were under it and put it on a pavement 
of stone. 1 Ki 7:27, 28, 38 1 Ki 7:23, 25 

18 The covered way for the sab- 
bath which they: had built in the 
house, and the outer entry of the king, 
he removed from the house of the 
Lorp because of the king of Assyria. 


Hezekiah Reigns over Judah 

19 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahaz which he did, are they not writ- 
ten 8in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Judah? 2 Ch 28:26 

20 So ®Ahaz slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David; and his son Hezekiah 
reigned in his place. Is 14:28 


Hoshea Reigns over Israel 

l In the twelfth year of Ahaz king 
of Judah, Hoshea the son of 

Elah became king over Israel in 

Samaria, and reigned nine years. 

2 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, only not as the kings of Israel 
who were before him. 

3 RShalmaneser king of Assyria 
came up Ragainst him, and Hoshea 
became his servant and paid him trib- 
ute. Ho 10:14 © 2 Ki 18:9-12 

4 But the king of Assyria found 
conspiracy in Hoshea, who had sent 
messengers to So king of Egypt and 
had offered no tribute to the king of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year; 
so the king of Assyria shut him up 
and bound him in prison. 

5 Then the king of Assyria in- 
vaded the whole land and went up to 
Samaria and besieged it three years. 
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Israel Captive 

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, 
Rthe king of Assyria captured 
Samaria and ®carried Israel away 
into exile to Assyria, and settled 
them in Halah and Habor, on the 
river of .Gozan, and in the cities of 
the Medes. Ho 13:16 « De 28:64; 29:27, 28 « Is 37:12 


Why Israel Fell 

7 Now &this came about because 
the sons of Israel had sinned against 
the Lorp their God, 8who had brought 
them up from the land of Egypt from 
under the hand of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, Sand they had feared other 
gods Jos 23:16 © Ex 14:15-30 ¢ Ju 6:10 

8 and walked in the customs of 
the nations whom the Lorp had 
driven out before the sons of Israel, 
and in the customs of the kings of Is- 
rael which they had introduced. 

9 The sons of Israel ‘did things 
secretly which were not right against 
the Lorp their God. Moreover, they 
built for themselves high places in all 
their towns, from ®watchtower to for- 
tified city. Or uttered words which e 2 Ki 18:8 

10 They set for themselves sacred 
pillars and "Asherim on every high 
hill and under every green tree, 

11 and there they burned incense 
on all the high places as the nations 
did which the Lorp had carried away 
to exile before them; and they did evil 
things provoking the Lorp. 

12 They served idols, 8concerning 
which the Lorp had said to them, 
“You shall not do this thing.” Ex 20:4 

13. Yet the Lorp warned Israel and 
Judah through all His prophets and 
every seer, Saying, “Turn from your 
evil ways and keep My command- 
ments, My statutes according to all 
the law which I commanded your fa- 
thers, and which I sent to you through 
My servants the prophets.” 

14 However, they did not listen, but 
stiffened their neck ‘like their fathers, 
who did not believe in the Lorp their 
God. Ex 32:9; 33:3; Ac 7:51 © Lit like the neck of 

15 ®They rejected His statutes and 
RHis covenant which He made with 
their fathers and His warnings with 
which He warned them. And &they 
followed vanity and became vain, and 
went after the nations which sur- 
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rounded them, concerning which the 
Lorp had commanded them not to do 
like them. — Je 8:9 e Ex 24:6-8; De 29:25 « De 32:21 
16 They forsook all the command- 
ments of the Lorp their God and 
made for themselves molten images, 
even ®two calves, and made an 
Asherah and worshiped all the host of 
heaven and served Baal. 1 Ki 12:28 
17 Then 8they made their sons 
and their daughters pass through the 
fire, and ®practiced divination and en- 
chantments, and sold themselves to 
do evil in the sight of the Lorb, pro- 
voking Him. 2 Ki 16:3 © Le 19:26; De 18:10-12 
18 So the LorpD was very angry 
with Israel and removed them from 
His "sight; Snone was left except the 
tribe of Judah. Lit face ¢ 1 Ki 11:13, 32, 36 
19 Also Judah did not keep the 
commandments of the Lorp their 
God, but walked in the customs which 
Israel had introduced. 1 Ki 14:22, 23 
20 The Lorp rejected all the ™de- 
scendants of Israel and afflicted them 
and gave them into the hand of plun- 
derers, until He had cast them ‘out of 
His sight. Lit seed 2 Ki 15:29 « Lit from His face 
21 When ®He had torn Israel from 
the house of David, they made Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat king. Then 
Jeroboam drove Israel away from fol- 
lowing the Lorp and made them com- 
mit a great sin. 1 Ki 11:11, 31 ¢ 1 Ki 12:20 
22 The sons of Israel walked in all 
the sins of Jeroboam which he did; 
they did not depart from them 
23 Runtil the Lorp removed Israel 
from His sight, 8as He spoke through 
all His servants the prophets. ®So Is- 
rael was carried away into exile from 
their own land to Assyria until this 
day. 2 Ki 17:6 © 2 Ki 17:13 © 2 Ki 17:6 


Cities of Israel Filled with 
Strangers 

24 ®The king of Assyria brought 
men from Babylon and from Cuthah 
and from Avva and from Hamath and 
Sepharvaim, and settled them in the 
cities of Samaria in place of the sons 
of Israel. So they possessed Samaria 
and lived in its cities. Ez 4:2, 10 

25 At the beginning of their living 


17:7 Lit revered, and so throughout the ch 
17:10 I.e. wooden symbols of a female deity 
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there, they did not fear the Lorp; 
therefore the Lorp sent lions among 
them which killed some of them. 

26 So they spoke to the king of 
Assyria, saying, “The nations whom 
you have carried away into exile in 
the cities of Samaria do not know the 
custom of the god of the land; so he 
has sent lions among them, and be- 
hold, they kill them because they do 
aah hati the custom of the god of the 
and.” 

27 Then the king of Assyria com- 
manded, saying, “Take there one of 
the priests whom you carried away 
- into exile and let "him go and live 
there; and let him teach them the cus- 
tom of the god of the land.” Lit them 

28 So one of the priests whom 
they had carried away into exile from 
Samaria came and lived at Bethel, 
and taught them how they should fear 
the Lorp. 

29 But every nation still made 
gods of its own and put them in the 
houses of the high places which the 
- people of Samaria had made, every 
nation in their cities in which they 
lived. 1 Ki 12:31; 13:32 

30 ®The men of Babylon made 
Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth 
made Nergal, the men of Hamath 
made Ashima, 2 Ki 17:24 

31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz 
and Tartak; and ®the Sepharvites 
burned their children in the fire to 
RAdrammelech and Anammelech the 
gods of Sepharvaim. § 2ki17:17+2 ki 19:37 

32 ®They also feared the Lorp and 
Rappointed from among themselves 
priests of the high places, who acted 
for them in the houses of the high 
places. Zep 1:5 ¢ 1 Ki 12:31 

33 They feared the Lorp and 
served their own gods according to 
the custom of the nations from among 
whom they had been carried away 
into exile. 

34 To this day they do according 
to the earlier customs: they do not 
fear the Lorp, nor do they follow their 
statutes or their ordinances or the law, 
or the commandments which the 
Lorp commanded the sons of Jacob, 
whom He named Israel; 

35 with whom the Lorp made a 
covenant and commanded them, say- 
ing, “You shall not fear other gods, 
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nor bow down yourselves to them nor 
serve them nor sacrifice to them. 

36 “But the Lorp, who brought 
you up from the land of Egypt with 
great power and with an outstretched 
arm, Him you shall fear, and to Him 
you shall bow yourselves down, and 
to Him you shall sacrifice: 

37 “The statutes and the ordi- 
nances and the law and the com- 
mandment which He wrote for you, 
Ryou shall observe to do forever; and 
you Shall not fear other gods. be 5:32 

38 “The covenant that I have made 
with you, 8you shall not forget, nor 
shall you fear other gods. De 4:23; 6:12 

39 “But the Lorp your God you 
shall fear; and He will deliver you 
from the hand of all your enemies.” 

40 However, they did not listen, 
but they did according to their earlier 
custom. 

41 So while these nations feared 
the Lorp, they alsoserved their idols; 
their children likewise and their 
grandchildren, as their fathers did, so 
they do to this day. Zep 1:5; Ma 6:24 


Hezekiah Reigns over Judah 
18% ow it came about in the third 
year of Hoshea, the son of Elah 
king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son 
of Ahaz king of Judah became king. 

2 He was ®twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and 
his mother’s name was Abi the 
daughter of Zechariah. 2 Ch 29:1, 2 

3 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp, according to all that his father 
David had done. 2 Ki 20:3; 2 Ch 31:20 

4 He removed the high places 
and broke down the sacred pillars 
and cut down the ‘Asherah. He also 
broke in pieces the bronze serpent 
that Moses had made, for until those 
days the sons of Israel burned incense 
to it; and it was called "Nehushtan. 

5 RHe trusted in the Lorp, the 
God of Israel; 8so that after him there 
was none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor among those who 
were before him. 9, Ki 19:10 © 2 Ki 23:25 

6 For he clung to the Lorp; he did 
not depart from following Him, but 


18:4 L.e. a wooden symbol of a female deity 
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kept His commandments, which the 
Lorp had commanded Moses. 


Hezekiah Victorious 

7 And the Lorp was with him; 
wherever he went he prospered. And 
Rhe rebelled against the king of As- 
syria and did not serve him. 2 Ki 16:7 

8 He defeated the Philistines as 
far as Gaza and its territory, from 
Rwatchtower to fortified city. 2ki179 

9 Now in the fourth year of King 
Hezekiah, which was the seventh year 
of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria and besieged it. 

10 At the end of three years they 
captured it; in the sixth year of 
Hezekiah, which was ®the ninth year 
of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was 
captured. 2 Ki 17:6 

11 Then the king of Assyria car- 
ried Israel away into exile to Assyria, 
and put them in 8Halah and on the 
Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the 
cities of the Medes, 1 Ch 5:26 

12 because they ®did not obey the 
voice of the Lorp their God, but trans- 
gressed His covenant, even all that 
Moses the servant of the Lorp com- 
manded; they would neither listen nor 
do it. 1 Ki 9:6; Da 9:6, 10 


Invasion of Judah 
13 Now in the fourteenth year of 
King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came up against all the forti- 
fied cities of Judah and seized them. 
14 Then Hezekiah king of Judah 
sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, 
saying, “SI have done wrong. With- 
draw from me; whatever you impose 
on me | will bear.” So the king of As- 
syria required of Hezekiah king of 
Judah three hundred talents of silver 
and thirty talents of gold. 2 Ki 18:7 
15 8Hezekiah gave him all the sil- 
ver which was found in the house of 
the Lorp, and in the treasuries of the 
king’s house. 1 Ki 15:18, 19; 2 Ki 12:18; 16:8 
16 At that time Hezekiah cut off 
the gold from the doors of the temple 
of the Lorp, and from the doorposts 
which Hezekiah king of Judah had 
overlaid, and gave it to the king of As- 
syria. 


17 Then the king of Assyria sent 
RTartan and Rab-saris and Rabshakeh 
from Lachish to King Hezekiah with a 
large army to Jerusalem. So they went 
up and came to Jerusalem. And when 
they went up, they came and stood by 
the ®conduit of the upper pool, which 
is on the highway of the ‘fuller’s 
field. Is 20:1 © 2 Ki 20:20; Is 7:3 

18 When they called to the king, 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was 
over the household, and 8Shebnah the 
scribe and Joah the son of Asaph the 
recorder, came out to them. Is 22:15 

19 Then Rabshakeh said to them, 
“Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the 
great king, the king of Assyria, 
“RWhat is this confidence that you 
Thave? 2 Ch 32:10 « Lit trust 

20 “You say (but they are Tonly 
empty words), ‘I have counsel and 
strength for the war” Now on whom 
do you rely, 8that you have rebelled 
against me? Lit a word of the lips ¢ 2 Ki 18:7 

21 “Now behold, you ®rely on the 
staff of this crushed reed, even on 
Egypt; on which if a man leans, it will 
go into his hand and pierce it. So is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely 
on him. Is 30:2, 3, 7; Eze 29:6, 7 

22 “But if you say to me, ‘We trust 
in the Lorp our God, is it not He 
whose high places and whose altars 
Hezekiah has taken away, and has 
said to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You 
shall worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem’? 2 Ki 18:4; 2 Ch 31:1 

23 “Now therefore, come, make a 
bargain with my master the king of 
Assyria, and I will give you two thou- 
sand horses, if you are able on your 
part to set riders on them. 

24 “How then can you repulse one 
official of the least of my master’s ser- 
vants, and rely on Egypt for chariots 
and for horsemen? 

25 “Have I now come up without 
the Lorp’s approval against. this 
place to destroy it? The Lorp said to 
me, ‘Go up against this land and de- 
Stroyate?(? 

26 Then Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, and Shebnah and Joah, said 
to Rabshakeh, “Speak now to your 
servants in Aramaic, for we Tunder- 
stand it; and do not speak with us in 
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RJudean in the hearing of the people 
who are on the wall.” Lit near « Ez 4:7: Da 2:4 
27 But Rabshakeh said to them, 
“Has my master sent me only to your 
master and to you to speak these 
words, and not to the men who sit on 
the wall, doomed to eat their own 
dung and drink their own urine with 
you?” 
28 Then Rabshakeh stood and 
cried with a loud voice in Judean, say- 
ing, “Hear the word of the great king, 
the king of Assyria. 

29 “Thus says the king, ‘Do not 
let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will 
not be able to deliver you from ™my 
hand; 2 Ch 32:15 © Heb his 

30 nor let Hezekiah make you 
trust in the Lorn, saying, “The Lorp 
will surely deliver us, and this city will 
not be given into the hand of the king 
of Assyria.” 

31 ‘Do not listen to Hezekiah, for 
thus says the king of Assyria, “Make 
your peace with me and come out to 
me, and eat ®each of his vine and each 
of his fig tree and drink each of the 
waters of his own cistern, 1 Ki 4:20, 25 

32 until I come and take you away 
Rto a land like your own land, a land 
of grain and new wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards, a land of olive 
trees and honey, that you may live and 
not die.” But do not listen to Hezekiah 
when he misleads you, saying, “The 
Lorpb will deliver us.” De 8:7-9; 11:12 

33 ‘Has any one of the gods of the 
nations delivered his land from the 
hand of the king of Assyria? 

34 ‘RWhere are the gods of 
Hamath and 8Arpad? Where are the 
gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and &Iv- 
vah? Have they delivered Samaria 
from my hand? 2. Ki 19:13 « Is 10:9 «2 Ki 17:24 

35 ‘Who among all the gods of the 
lands have delivered their land from 
my hand, that the Lorp should deliver 
Jerusalem from my hand?’” 

36 But the people were silent and 
answered him not a word, for the 
king’s commandment was, “Do not 
answer him.” 

37 Then Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, who was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe and Joah the 
son of Asaph, the recorder, came to 
Hezekiah with their clothes torn and 
told him the words of Rabshakeh. 
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Isaiah Encourages Hezekiah 
And when King Hezekiah heard 
it, he tore his clothes, .covered 
himself with sackcloth and entered 
the house of the Lorp. © 1 Ki 21:27 

2 Then he sent Eliakim who was 
over the household with Shebna the 
scribe and the elders of the priests, 
Recovered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the 
prophet the son of Amoz. 28a 3:31 

They said to him, “Thus says 
Hezekiah, ‘This day is a day of dis- 
tress, rebuke, and rejection; for chil- 
dren have come to birth and there is 
no strength to deliver. 

4 ‘RPerhaps the Lorp your God 
will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, 
whom his master the king of Assyria 
has sent 8to reproach the living God, 
and will rebuke the words which the 
Lorp your God has heard. Therefore, 
offer a prayer for 8the remnant that is 
left.’” Jos 14:12; 2 Sa 16:12 © 2 Ki 18:35 ¢ Is 1:9 

5 So the servants of. King 
Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 Isaiah said to them, “Thus you 
shall say to your master, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp, “Do not be afraid because of 
the words that you have heard, with 
which the ®servants of the king of As- 
syria have blasphemed Me. 2ki18:17 

7 “Behold, I will put a spirit in 
him so that ®he will hear a rumor and 
return to his own land. And 8I will 
make him fall by the sword in his own 
land)<e” 2 Ki 7:6 © 2 Ki 19:37 


Sennacherib Defies God 
8 Then Rabshakeh returned and 
found the king of Assyria fighting 
against ®Libnah, for he had heard that 
the king had left Lachish. Jos 10:29 
9 When he heard them say con- 
cerning Tirhakah king of 'Cush, “Be- 
hold, he has come out to fight against 
you,” he sent messengers again to 
Hezekiah saying, Or Ethiopia 
10 “Thus you shall say to 
Hezekiah king of ‘Judah, ‘Do not ®let 
your God in whom you trust deceive 
you saying, “®Jerusalem will not be 
given into the hand of the king of As- 
syria.” Lit Judah, saying, © 2 Ki 18:5 © 2 Ki 18:30 
11 ‘Behold, you have heard what 
the kings of Assyria have done to all 
the lands, destroying them com- 
pletely. So will you be spared? 
12 ‘8Did the gods of ‘those nations 
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which my fathers destroyed deliver 
them, even 8Gozan and Haran and 
Rezeph and the sons of Eden who 
were in Telassar? 2 Ki 18:33 « Lit the « 2 Ki 17:6 

13 ‘Where is the king of Hamath, 
the king of Arpad, the king of the city 
of Sepharvaim, and of Hena and 
Ivvah?’” 2 Ki 18:34 


Hezekiah’s Prayer 

14 Then ®Hezekiah took the "letter 
from the hand of the messengers and 
read it, and he went up to the house of 
the Lorp and spread it out before the 
LORD. Is 37:14 ¢ Lit letters...read them 

15 Hezekiah prayed before the 
Lorp and said, “O Lorp, the God of 
Israel, }who are ‘enthroned above the 
cherubim, ®You are the God, You 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth. You have made heaven and 
earth. Ex 25:22; Is 37:14 © Lit seated ¢ 2 Ki 5:15 

16 “®Incline Your ear, O Lorp, and 
hear; open Your eyes, O Lorp, and see; 
and listen to the words of Sen- 
nacherib, which he has sent to re- 
proach the living God. Ps 31:2; Is 37:17 

17 “Truly, O Lorp, the kings of As- 
syria have devastated the nations and 
their lands 

18 and have cast their gods into 
the fire, for they were not gods but the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone. 
So they have destroyed them. 

19 “Now, O Lorp our God, I pray, 
deliver us from his hand that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that 
You alone, O ®Lorp, are God.” 2ki19:15 


God’s Answer through Isaiah 
20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz 
sent to Hezekiah saying, “Thus says 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, ‘Because 
you have prayed to Me about Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria, 8I have 
heard you.’ 2 Ki 20:5 
21 “This is the word that the Lorp 
has spoken against him: 
‘She has despised you and 
mocked you, 
The virgin daughter of Zion; 
She has shaken her head 
behind you, 
The daughter of Jerusalem! 
22 ‘Whom have you ®reproached 
and ®blasphemed? 
And against whom have you 
raised your voice, 


And thaughtily lifted up your 


eyes: 

Against the Holy One of 

Israel! 2 ki 19:42 Ki 19:6 « Lit on high 

23 ‘Through your messengers 
you have reproached the 
Lord, 

And you have said, “With my 
many chariots 

I came up to the heights of the 
mountains, 

To the remotest parts of 
Lebanon; 

And I cut down its tall cedars | 
and its choice cypresses. 

And I entered its farthest | 
lodging place, its §thickest 
forest. 2 Ki 18:17¢2Ch 26:10; 1s 10:18 

24 “I dug wells and drank foreign 
waters, | 

And with the sole of my feet I 
Rdried up i 

All the rivers of Egypt.” 1s196 

25 ‘Have you not heard? 

Long ago I did it; 

From ancient times I planned 
it. 

Now | have brought it to pass, 

That you should turn fortified 
cities into ruinous heaps. 

26 ‘Therefore their inhabitants 
were short of strength, 

They were dismayed and put 
to shame; 

They were Ras the vegetation 
of the field and as the green 
herb, 

AS grass on the housetops is 
scorched before it is grown 
up. Ps 129:6 

27 ‘But I know your sitting down, 

And your going out and your 
coming in, 

And your raging against 


e. 
28 ‘Because of your raging 
against Me, 
And because your arrogance 
has come up to My ears, 
Therefore I will put My hook 
in your nose, 
And My bridle in your lips, 
And I will turn you back by 
the way which you came. 
29 ‘Then this shall be ®the sign for 


you: you will eat this year what grows 
of itself, in the second year what 
springs from the same, and in the 
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third year sow, reap, plant vineyards, 
and eat their fruit. Ex 3:12; 2 Ki 20:8, 9 

30 ‘The surviving remnant of the 
house of Judah will again take root 
downward and bear fruit upward. 

31 ‘For out of Jerusalem will go 
forth a remnant, and ®out of Mount 
Zion survivors. ®The zeal of ‘the Lorp 
will perform this. Is 10:20 © Is 9:7 

32 ‘Therefore thus says the Lorp 
concerning the king of Assyria, ““He 
will not come to this city or shoot an 
arrow there; and he will not come be- 
fore it with a shield or throw up a 
siege ramp against it. Is 8:7-10 

33 “RBy the way that he came, by 
the same he will return, and he shall 
not come to this city,”’ declares the 
LorD. 2 Ki 19:28 

34 ‘For I will defend this city to 
save it for My own sake and for My 
servant David’s sake.’” 2 Ki 20:6; Is 31:5 
539 RThen it happened that night 

that the angel of the Lorp went out 
and struck 185,000 in the camp of the 
Assyrians; and when ‘men rose early 
in the morning, behold, all of them 
were dead. 2 Sa 24:16; 2 Ch 32:21 « Lit they 

36 So 8Sennacherib king of As- 
syria departed and returned home, 
and lived at Nineveh. 2 Ki 19:7, 28, 33 

37 It came about as he was wor- 
shiping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, that 5Adrammelech and Sharezer 
killed him with the sword; and they es- 
caped into the land of Ararat. And 
REsarhaddon his son became king in 
his place. 2 Ki 19:17, 31 © Ez 4:2 


Hezekiah’s Illness and Recovery 
2 In those days Hezekiah became 
mortally ill. And Isaiah the 
prophet the son of Amoz came to him 
and said to him, “Thus says the Lorb, 
‘RSet your house in order, for you 
shall die and not live.’” 2 Sa 17:23 

2 Then he turned his face to the 
wall and prayed to the Lor», saying, 

3 “Remember now, O Lorp, I be- 
seech You, how I have walked before 
You in truth and with a whole heart 
and have done what is good in Your 
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

4 Before Isaiah had gone out of 
the middle court, the word of the Lorp 
came to him, saying, 

5 “Return and say to Hezekiah 
the leader of My people, ‘Thus says 
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the Lorp, the God of your father 
David, “I have heard your prayer, 81 
have seen your tears; behold, I will 
heal you. On the third day you shall 
go up to the house of the Lor. Ps 39:12 

_ 6 “I will add fifteen years to your 
"life, and I will deliver you and this 
city from the hand of the king of As- 
syria; and ®I will defend this city for 
My own sake and for My servant 
David’s sake.”’” Lit days © 2°Ki 19:34 

7 Then Isaiah said, “Take a cake 
of figs.” And they took and laid it on 
the boil, and he recovered. 

58 Now Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 

“What will be the sign that the 
Lorp will heal me, and that I shall go 
up to the house of the Lorp the third 
day?” 

9 Isaiah said, “8This shall be the 
sign to you from the Lorp, that the 
Lorp will do the thing that He has 
spoken: shall the shadow go forward 
ten steps or go back ten steps?” 1s 38:7 

10 So Hezekiah ‘answered, “It is 
easy for the shadow to decline ten 
steps; no, but let the shadow turn 
backward ten steps.” Lit said 

11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the 
Lorp, and 8He brought the shadow on 
the ‘stairway back ten steps by which 
it had gone down on the stairway of 
Ahaz. Jos 10:12-14; Is 38:8 © Lit steps 


Hezekiah Shows Babylon His 
Treasures 

12 8At that time Berodach-bal- 
adan a son of Baladan, king of Baby- 
lon, sent letters and a present to 
Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah 
had been sick. 2 Ch 32:31; Is 39:1-8 

13 Hezekiah listened to them, and 
showed them all his treasure house, 
the silver and the gold and the spices 
and the precious oil and the house of 
his armor and all that was found in 
his treasuries. There was nothing in 
his house nor in all his dominion that 
Hezekiah did not show them. 2¢n22:27 , 

14 Then Isaiah the prophet came 
to King Hezekiah and said to him, 
“What did these men say, and from 
where have they come to you?” And 
Hezekiah said, “They have come from 
a far country, from Babylon.” 


19:31 Some ancient mss read the Lorp of hosts 
$19:35-36 #20:8-11 
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15 He said, “What have they seen 
in your house?” So Hezekiah ‘an- 
swered, “They have seen all that is in 
my house; there is nothing among my 
treasuries that I have not shown 
them.” Lit said 

16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 
“Hear the word of the Lorp. 

17 ‘Behold, the days are coming 
when £all that is in your house, and 
all that your fathers have laid up in 
store to this day will be carried to 
Babylon; nothing shall be left, says 
the Lorp. 2 Ki 24:13; 25:13-15; 2 Ch 36:10; Je 52:17-19 

18 ‘Some 8of your sons who shall 
issue from you, whom you will beget, 
will be taken away; and they will be- 
come officials in the palace of the 
king of Babylon.” 2 Ki 24:12: 2 Ch 33:11 

19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 
“The word of the Lorp which you have 
spoken is §good.” For he thought, “Is it 
not so, if there will be peace and truth 
in my days?” 1 Sa 3:18 

20 Now the rest of the acts of 
Hezekiah and all his might, and how 
he made the pool and the conduit and 
brought water into the city, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 

21 ®So Hezekiah slept with his fa- 
thers, and Manasseh his son became 
king in his place. 2 Ch 32:33 


Manasseh Succeeds Hezekiah 

2 | eaters) was twelve years old 
when he became king, and he 

reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem; 

and his mother’s name was Hephz- 

ibah. 2 Ch 33:1-9 

2 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, according to the abominations 
of the nations whom the Lorp dispos- 
sessed before the sons of Israel. Je 15:4 

3 For ®he rebuilt the high places 
which Hezekiah his father had de- 
stroyed; and %he erected altars for 
Baal and made an Asherah, as Ahab 
king of Israel had done, and wor- 
Shiped all the host of heaven and 
served them. 2 Ki 18:4 © 1 Ki 16:31-33 

4 He built altars in the house of 
the Lorp, of which the Lorp had said, 
“In Jerusalem I will put My name.” 

5 For he built altars for all the 
host of heaven in ®the two courts of 
the house of the LorD. 1 ki7:12;2 Ki 23:12 

6 He made his son pass through 
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the fire, practiced witchcraft and used 
divination, and dealt with mediums 
and spiritists. He did much evil in the 
sight of the Lorp provoking Him to 
anger. Le 18:21; 2 Ki 16:3; 17:17 

7 Then he set the carved image 
of Asherah that he had made, in the 
house of which the Lorp said to 
David and to his son Solomon, “In this 
house and in Jerusalem, which I have 
chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I 
will put My name forever. 

8 “And I will not make the feet of 
Israel wander anymore from the land 
which I gave their fathers, if only they 
will observe to do according to all that 
I have commanded them, and accord- 
ing to all the law that My servant 
Moses commanded them.” 

9 But they did not listen, and 
Manasseh seduced them to do evil 
more than the nations whom the Lorp 
destroyed before the sons of Israel. 


The King’s Idolatries Rebuked 

10 Now the Lorp spoke through 
His servants the prophets, saying, 

11 “RBecause Manasseh king of 
Judah has done these abominations, 
having done wickedly more than all 
the Amorites did who were before 
him, and has also made Judah sin 
Rwith his idols; 2 Ki 21:2; 24:3, 4 ¢ 2 Ki 21:21 

12 therefore thus says the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I am bring- 
ing such calamity on Jerusalem and 
Judah, that whoever hears of it, both 
his ears will tingle. 1 Sa 3:11; Je 19:3 

13 ‘I will stretch over Jerusalem 
the line of Samaria and the plummet 
of the house of Ahab, and I will wipe 
Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wip- 
ing it and turning it upside down. 

14 ‘I will abandon the remnant of 
My inheritance and deliver them into 
the hand of their enemies, and they 
will become as plunder and spoil to 
all their enemies; 

15 because they have done evil in 
My sight, and have been provoking 
Me to anger since the day their fathers 
came from Egypt, even to this day.’” 

16 ®Moreover, Manasseh shed 
very much innocent blood until he 
had filled Jerusalem from one end to 
another; besides his sin ’with which 
he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the 
sight of the Lorp. 2 Ki 24:4 ¢ 2 Ki21:11 
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17 ®Now the rest of the acts of 
Manasseh and all that he did and his 
sin which he committed, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah? 2 Ch 33:11-19 

18 RAnd Manasseh slept with his 
fathers and was buried in the garden 
of his own house, 8in the garden of 
Uzza, and Amon his son became king 
in his place. 2 Ch 33:20 « 2 Ki 21:26 


Amon Succeeds Manasseh 

19 Amon was twenty-two years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned two years in Jerusalem; and 
his mother’s name was Meshullemeth 
the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. 

20 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, ®as Manasseh his father had 
done. 2 Ki 21:2-6, 11, 16 

21 For he walked in all the way 
that his father had walked, and served 
the idols that his father had served 
and worshiped them. 

22 So ®he forsook the Lorp, the 
God of his fathers, and did not walk in 
the way of the Lorp. 2 Ki 22:17; 1 Ch 28:9 

23 ®The servants of Amon con- 
spired against him and killed the king 
in his own house. 2 Ki 12:20; 14:19 

24 Then ®the people of the land 
Tkilled all those who had conspired 
against King Amon, and the people of 
the land made Josiah his son king in 
his place. 2 Ki 14:5 ¢ Lit smote 

25 Now the rest of the acts of 
Amon which he did, are they not writ- 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Judah? 

26 He was buried in his grave "in 
the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his 
son became king in his place. 2ki21:18 


Josiah Succeeds Amon 

2 S same was eight years old 
ae when he became king, and 
he reigned thirty-one years in 
Jerusalem; and his mother’s name 
was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah 
of 8Bozkath. 2 Ch 34:1 © Jos 15:39 

2 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp and walked in all the way of his 
father David, nor did he ®turn aside to 
the right or to the left. De 5:32; Jos 1:7 

3 Now Rin the eighteenth year of 
King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan, 
the son of Azaliah the son of Meshul- 
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lam the scribe, to the house of the 
Lorp saying, 2 Ch 34:8 

_ 4 “8Go up to Hilkiah the high 
priest that he may ‘count the money 
brought in to the house of the Lorp 
which the doorkeepers have gathered 
from the people. 2 Ki 12:4, 9, 10 © Or total 

5 “Let them deliver it into the 
hand of the workmen who have the 
oversight of the house of the Lorp, 
and let them give it to the workmen 
who are in the house of the Lorp to 
repair the damages of the house, 

6 to the carpenters and the 
builders and the masons and for buy- 
ing timber and hewn stone to repair 
the house. 

7 “Only 8no accounting shall be 
made with them for the money deliv- 
ered into their hands, for they deal 
faithfully.” 2 Ki 12:15; 1 Co 4:2 


The Lost Book 

8 Then Hilkiah the high priest 
said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have 
found the book of the law in the house 
of the Lorp.” And Hilkiah gave the 
book to Shaphan who read it. 

9 Shaphan the scribe came to the 
king and brought back word to the 
king and said, “Your servants have 
emptied out the money that was 
found in the house, and have deliv- 
ered it into the hand of the workmen 
who have the oversight of the house 
of the Lorb.” 

10 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe 
told the king saying, “Hilkiah the 
priest has given me a book.” And 
Shaphan read it in the presence of the 
king. 

11 When the king heard the words 
of the book of the law, ®he tore his 
clothes. Ge 37:34; Jos 7:6 

12 Then the king commanded 
Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, Achbor the son of Micaiah, 
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the 
king’s servant Saying, 2 Ki 25:22; Je 26:24 

13 “Go, inquire of the Lorp for me 
and the people and all Judah con- 
cerning the words of this book that 
has been found, for ®great is the wrath 
of the Lorp that burns against us, be- 
cause our fathers have not listened to 
the words of this book, to do accord- 


Y 22:1-2 
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ing to all that is written concerning 
us.” De 29:23-28: 31:17, 18 


Huldah Predicts 
14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, 
Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to 
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of 
Shallum the son of ®Tikvah, the son 
of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe 
(now she lived in Jerusalem in the 
RSecond Quarter); and they spoke to 
her. 2 Ch 34:22 © Zep 1:10 
15 She said to them, “Thus says 
the Lorp God of Israel, ‘Tell the man 
who sent you to me, 
w* 16 thus says the Lorp, “Behold, I 
Rpring evil on this place and on 
its inhabitants, even all the words of 
the book which the king of Judah has 
read. De 29:27; Da 9:11-14 
17 “Because they have forsaken 
Me and have burned incense to other 
gods that they might provoke Me to 
anger with all the work of their 
hands, therefore My wrath burns 
against this place, and it shall not be 
quenched.’ De 29:25, 26; 2 Ki 21:22 
18 “But to 8the king of Judah who 
sent you to inquire of the Lorp thus 
shall you say to him, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp God of Israel, “Regarding the 
words which you have heard, 2 cn 34:26 
19 ®because your heart was tender 
and ®you humbled yourself before the 
Lorp when you heard what I spoke 
against this place and against its in- 
habitants that they should become a 
desolation and a curse, and you have 
torn your clothes and wept before Me, 
I truly have heard you,” declares the 
LORD. 1 Sa 24:5; Ps 51:17 Ex 10:3; 1 Ki 21:29 
20 “Therefore, behold, I will gather 
you to your fathers, and ®you will be 
gathered to your grave in peace, and 
your eyes will not see all the evil which 
I will bring on this place.”’” So they 
brought back word to the king. 2 ki 23:30 


Josiah’s Covenant 
Yb pero! the king sent, and they 
gathered to him all the elders of 
Judah and of Jerusalem. 2 Ch 34:29-32 
2 The king went up to the house 
of the Lorp and all the men of Judah 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
with him, and the priests and the 
prophets and all the people, both 
small and great; and ®he read in their 
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hearing all the words of the book of 
the covenant ®which was found in the 
house of the Lorpb. De 31:10-13 « 2 Ki 22:8 

3 The king stood by the pillar 
and made a covenant before the 
Lorpb, to walk after the Lorp, and to 
keep His commandments and His tes- 
timonies and His statutes with all his 
heart and all his soul, to carry out the 
words of this covenant that were writ- 
ten in this book. And all the people 
entered into the covenant. 2 Ki11:14,17 


Reforms under Josiah 
4 Then the king commanded 
Hilkiah the high priest and the 
priests of the second order and the 
doorkeepers, to bring out of the tem- 
ple of the Lorp all the vessels that 
were made for Baal, for ‘Asherah, 
and for all the host of heaven; and ®he 
burned them outside Jerusalem in the 
fields of the Kidron, and carried their 
ashes to Bethel. 2 Ki 25:18: Je 52:24 + 2 Ki 23:15 
5 He did away with the idola- 
trous priests whom the kings of Judah 
had appointed to burn incense in the 
high places in the cities of Judah and 
in the surrounding area of Jerusalem, 
also those who burned incense to 
Baal, to the sun and to the moon and 
to the constellations and to all the 
Rhost of heaven. 2 Ki 21:3 
6 He brought out the Asherah 
from the house of the Lorp outside 
Jerusalem to the brook Kidron, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron, and 
ground it to dust, and threw its dust 
on the graves of the common people. 
7 He also broke down the houses 
of the ®male cult prostitutes which 
were in the house of the Lorp, where 
the women were weaving hangings 
for the Asherah. 1 Ki 14:24; 15:12 
8 Then he brought all the priests 
from the cities of Judah, and defiled 
the high places where the priests had 
burned incense, from Geba to Beer- 
sheba; and he broke down the high 
places of the gates which were at the 
entrance of the gate of Joshua the 
governor of the city, which were on 

one’s left at the city gate. 
__9 Nevertheless the priests of the 
high places did not go up to the altar 


% 22:16-20 23:4 Le. a wooden symbol of a 
female deity, and so throughout the ch 
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of the Lorp in Jerusalem, but they ate 
unleavened bread among their broth- 
ers. Eze 44:10-14 

10 He also defiled 'Topheth, 
which is in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, ®that no man might make 
his son or his daughter pass through 
the fire for }Molech. Le 18:21 © 1 Ki 11:7 

11 He did away with the horses 
which the kings of Judah had given to 
the sun, at the entrance of the house 
of the Lorp, by the chamber of 
Nathan-melech the official, which 
was in the precincts; and he burned 
the chariots of the sun with fire. 

12 The altars which were on the 
roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, 
which the kings of Judah had made, 
and the altars which Manasseh had 
made in the two courts of the house of 
the Lorp, the king broke down; and 
he smashed them there and threw 
their dust into the brook Kidron. 

13 The high places which were be- 
fore Jerusalem, which were on the 
right of the mount of destruction 
which Solomon the king of Israel had 
built for Ashtoreth the abomination of 
the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the 
abomination of Moab, and for Milcom 
the abomination of the sons of 
Ammon, the king defiled. 1 Ki 11:7 

14 He broke in pieces the sacred 
pillars and cut down the Asherim and 
filled their places with human bones. 

15 Furthermore, ®the altar that 
was at Bethel and the ®high place 
which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel sin, had made, even 
that altar and the high place he broke 
down. Then he demolished its stones, 
ground them to dust, and burned the 
Asherah. 1 Ki 13:1 © 1 Ki 12:28-33 

16 Now when Josiah turned, he 
saw the graves that were there on the 
mountain, and he sent and took the 
bones from the graves and burned 
them on the altar and defiled it ®ac- 
cording to the word of the Lorp which 
the man of God proclaimed, who pro- 
claimed these things. 1 Ki 13:2 

17 Then he said, “What is this 
monument that I see?” And the men 
of the city told him, “It is the grave of 
the man of God who came from Judah 
and proclaimed these things which 
you have done against the altar of 
Bethel.” 1 Ki 13:1, 30, 31 
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18 He said, “Let him alone; let no 
one disturb his bones.” So they ‘left 
his bones undisturbed with the 
bones of the prophet who came from 
Samaria. Lit let his bones escape with * 1 Ki 13:11, 31 

19 Josiah also removed all the 
houses of the high places which were 
Rin the cities of Samaria, which the 
kings of Israel had made provoking 
the Lorp; and he did to them just as 
he had done in Bethel. 2 Ch 34:6, 7 

20 All the priests of the high 
places who were there ®he slaugh- 
tered on the altars and burned human 
bones on them; then he returned to 
Jerusalem. 2 Ki 10:25; 11:18 


Passover Reinstituted 

21 Then the king commanded all 
the people saying, “kCelebrate the 
Passover to the Lorp your God as it 
is written in this book of the 
covenant.” 2 Ch 35:1-17 ¢ Nu 9:2-4; De 16:2-8 

22 ®Surely such a Passover had 
not been celebrated from the days of 
the judges who judged Israel, nor in 
all the days of the kings of Israel and 
of the kings of Judah. 2 Ch 35:18, 19 

23 But in the eighteenth year of 
King Josiah, this Passover was ob- 
served to the Lorp in Jerusalem. 

24 Moreover, Josiah removed &the 
mediums and the spiritists and the 
teraphim and the idols and all the 
abominations that were seen in the 
land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that 
he might confirm the words of the law 
which were written in the book that 
Hilkiah the priest found in the house 
of the Lorpb. Le 19:31; 2 Ki 21:6 

25 Before him there was no king 
Rlike him who turned to the Lorp 
with all his heart and with all his soul 
and with all his might, according to 
all the law of Moses; nor did any like 
him arise after him. 2 Ki 18:5 

26 However, the Lorp did not turn 
from the fierceness of His great wrath 
with which His anger burned against 
Judah, because of all the provoca- 
tions with which Manasseh had pro- 
voked Him. 2 Ki 21:11-13; Je 15:4 

27 The Lorp said, “I will remove 
Judah also from My sight, 8as I have 


23:10 Le. place of burning 23:12 Or ran from there 
Ye DS5 
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removed Israel. And I will cast off 
Jerusalem, this city which I have cho- 
sen, and the temple of which I said, 
‘My name shall be there.’” 2 Ki 18:11 


Jehoahaz Succeeds Josiah 

28 Now the rest of the acts of 
Josiah and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah? 

29 ®In his days Pharaoh Neco 
king of Egypt went up to the king of 
Assyria to the river Euphrates. And 
King Josiah went to meet him, and 
when Pharaoh Neco saw him he 
killed him at Megiddo. 2 Ch 35:20-24 

30 RHis servants drove his body in 
a chariot from Megiddo, and brought 
him to Jerusalem and buried him in 
his own tomb. Then the people of the 
land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah 
and anointed him and made him king 
in place of his father. 2 Ki 9:28 

31 ®Jehoahaz was twenty-three 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned three months in Jeru- 
salem; and his mother’s name was 
RHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of 
Libnah. 1 Ch 3:15; Je 22:11 © 2 Ki 24:18 

32 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, ®according to all that his fathers 
had done. 2 Ki 21:2-7 

33 RPharaoh Neco imprisoned 
him at Riblah in the land of Hamath, 
that he might not reign in Jerusalem; 
and he imposed on the land a fine of 
one hundred talents of silver and a 
talent of gold. 2 Ki 23:29 


Jehoiakim Made King by 
Pharaoh 

34 Pharaoh Neco made 8Eliakim 
the son of Josiah king in the place of 
Josiah his father, and changed his 
name to Jehoiakim. But he took Je- 
hoahaz away and brought him to 
Egypt, and he died there. 1 Ch 3:15 

35 So Jehoiakim gave the silver 
and gold to Pharaoh, but he taxed the 
land in order to give the money at the 
command of Pharaoh. He exacted 
the silver and gold from the people 
of the land, each according to his val- 
uation, to give it to Pharaoh Neco. 

36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; 
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and his mother’s name was Zebidah 
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 
37 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorpb, 8according to all that his fathers 
had done. 2 Ki 23:32 


Babylon Controls Jehoiakim 
2 a his days Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up, and 
Jehoiakim became his servant for 
three years; then he turned and re- 
belled against him. | 2 Ch 36:6; Je 25:1; Da 1:1, 2 
2 The Lorp sent against him 
Rpbands of Chaldeans, ®bands of 
Arameans, ®bands of Moabites, and 
bands of Ammonites. So He sent them 
against Judah to destroy it, 8according 
to the word of the Lorp which He had 
spoken through His servants the 
prophets. Je 35:11f © 2 Ki 6:23.¢ 2 Ki 13:20 ¢ 2 Ki 23:27 
3 Surely at the command of the 
Lorp it came upon Judah, to remove 
them from His sight ®because of the 
sins of Manasseh, according to all 
that he had done, 2 Ki 18:25 ¢ 2 Ki 23:26 
4 and also for the innocent 
blood which he shed, for he filled 
Jerusalem with innocent blood; and 
the Lorp would not forgive. — 2xi21:16 
5 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoiakim and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 


Jehoiachin Reigns 

6 So ®8Jehoiakim slept with his 
fathers, and Jehoiachin his son be- 
came king in his place. Je 22:18, 19 

7 The king of Egypt did not come 
out of his land again, for the king of 
Babylon had taken all that belonged 
to the king of Egypt from the brook 
of Egypt to the river Euphrates. 

8 ®Jehoiachin was eighteen 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned three months in 
Jerusalem; and his mother’s name 
was Nehushta the daughter of EI- 
nathan of Jerusalem. 1h 3:16 «2. ch 36:9 

9 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, according to all that his father 
had done. 2 Ki 21:2-7 


Deportation to Babylon 

10 At that time the servants of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
went up to Jerusalem, and the city 
came under siege. 
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11 And Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon came to the city, while his 
servants were besieging it. 

12 Jehoiachin the king of Judah 
went out to the king of Babylon, he 
and his mother and his servants and 
his captains and his officials. So the 
king of Babylon took him captive in 
the eighth year of his reign. 

13 ®He carried out from there all 
the treasures of the house of the Lorn, 
and the treasures of the king’s house, 
and cut in pieces all the vessels of 
gold which Solomon king of Israel 
had made in the temple of the Lorp, 
just as the Lorp had said. 2ki20:17: 1s 39:6 

14 Then he led away into exile all 
Jerusalem and all the captains and all 
the mighty men of valor, ten thousand 
captives, and all the craftsmen and 
the smiths. None remained except the 
poorest people of the land. 

15 So he led Jehoiachin away into 
exile to Babylon; also the king’s 
mother and the king’s wives and his 
officials and the leading men of the 
land, he led away into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 

16 All the men of valor, seven 
thousand, and the craftsmen and the 
smiths, one thousand, all strong and 
fit for war, and these the king of Baby- 
lon brought into exile to Babylon. 


Zedekiah Made King 
17 ®Then the king of Babylon 
made his uncle Mattaniah king in his 
place, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah. 2. Ch 36:10-13; Je 37:1 
18 Zedekiah was twenty-one 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; 
and his mother’s name was Hamutal 
the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 
19 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, according to all that Jehoiakim 
had done. 2 Ki 23:37 
20 For through the anger of the 
Lorp this came about in Jerusalem 
and Judah until He cast them out 
from His presence. And Zedekiah re- 
belled against the king of Babylon. 


Nebuchadnezzar Besieges 
Jerusalem 
2 Now in the ninth year of his 
reign, on the tenth day of the 
tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of 
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Babylon came, he and all his army, 
against Jerusalem, camped against it 
and built a siege wall all around it. 

2 So the city was under siege 
until the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah. 

3 On the ninth day of the fourth 
month ®the famine was so severe in 
the city that there was no food for the 
people of the land. 2 Ki 6:24, 25; La 4:9, 10 

4 Then the city was broken into, 
and all the men of war fled by night by 
way of the gate between the two walls 
beside the king’s garden, though the 
Chaldeans were all around the city. 
And they went by way of the Arabah. 

5 But the army of the Chaldeans 
pursued the king and overtook him in 
the plains of Jericho and all his army 
was scattered from him. 

6 Then ®they captured the king 
and ®brought him to the king of Baby- 
lon at 8Riblah, and he passed sen- 
tence on him. —_ Je 34:21, 22 « Je 32:4 ¢ 2 Ki 23:33 

7 ®They slaughtered the sons of 
Zedekiah before his eyes, then ®put 
out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound 
him with bronze fetters and brought 
him to Babylon. Je 39:6, 7 © Eze 12:13 


Jerusalem Burned and Plundered 
8 Now on the seventh day of the 
fifth month, which was the nineteenth 
year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard, a servant of the king of 
Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 

9 He burned the house of the 
Lorp, ®the king’s house, and all the 
houses of Jerusalem; even every great 
house he burned with fire. Am 2:5 

10 So all the army of the 
Chaldeans who were with the captain 
of the guard broke down the walls 
around Jerusalem. 2 Ki 14:13; Ne 1:3 

11 Then &the rest of the people 
who were left in the city and the de- 
serters who had deserted to the king 
of Babylon and the rest of the people, 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
carried away into exile. 2. Ch 36:20 

12 But the captain of the guard 
left some of the poorest of the land to 
be vinedressers and plowmen. 

13 Now the bronze pillars which 
were in the house of the Lorp, and the 
stands and the bronze sea which were 
in the house of the Lorp, the Chal- 
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deans broke in pieces and carried the 
bronze to Babylon. 

14 They took away the pots, the 
shovels, the snuffers, the spoons, and 
all the bronze vessels which were 
used in temple service. 

15 The captain of the guard also 
took away the firepans and the 
basins, what was fine gold and what 
was fine silver. 

16 The two pillars, the one sea, 
and the stands which Solomon had 
made for the house of the Lorp—the 
bronze of all these vessels was be- 
yond weight. 1 Ki 7:47 

17 ®The height of the one pillar 
was eighteen "cubits, and a bronze 
capital was on it; the height of the 
capital was three cubits, with a net- 
work and pomegranates on the capi- 
tal all around, all of bronze. And the 
second pillar was like these with net- 
WOrk. 1 Ki7:15-22 © Le. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 

18 Then the captain of the guard 
took Seraiah the chief priest and 
Zephaniah the second priest, with the 
three officers of the temple. 

19 From the city he took one offi- 
cial who was overseer of the men of 
war, and ®five of the king’s advisers 
who were found in the city; and the 
scribe of the captain of the army who 
mustered the people of the land; and 
sixty men of the people of the land 
who were found in the city. Es 1:14 

20 Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard took them and brought 
them to the king of Babylon at ®Ri- 
blah. 2 Ki 23:33 

21 Then the king of Babylon 
struck them down and put them to 
death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. 
RSo Judah was led away into exile 
from its land. De 28:64: 2 Ki 23:27 


Gedaliah Made Governor 

22 Now as for the people who 
were left in the land of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had 
left, he appointed ®Gedaliah the son 
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of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan over 
them. Je 39:14; 40:7-9 

23 RWhen all the captains of the 
forces, they and their men, heard that 
the king of Babylon had appointed 
Gedaliah governor, they came to 
Gedaliah to Mizpah, namely, Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan 
the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the 
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, 
and Jaazaniah the son of the Maa- 
cathite, they and their men. Je 40:7-9 

24 Gedaliah swore to them and 
their men and said to them, “Do not 
be afraid of the servants of the 
Chaldeans; live in the land and serve 
the king of Babylon, and it will be well 
with you.” 

25 ®But it came about in the sev- 
enth month, that Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the 
royal ‘family, came ‘with ten men and 
struck Gedaliah down so that he died 
along with the Jews and the 
Chaldeans who were with him at Miz- 
pah. Je 41:1, 2 ¢ Lit seed e Lit and ten men with him 

26 Then all the people, both small 
and great, and the captains of the 
forces arose and went to Egypt; for 
they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 

27 ®Now it came about in the 
thirty-seventh year of ®the exile of Je- 
hoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, on the twenty-seventh day of 
the month, that Evil-merodach king of 
Babylon, in the year that he became 
king, released Jehoiachin king of 
Judah from prison; Je 52:31-34 « 2 Ki 24:12, 15 

28 and he ®spoke kindly to him 
and set his throne above the throne of 
the kings who were with him in Baby- 
lon. ’ Da 2:37; 5:18, 19 

29 'Jehoiachin changed his prison 
clothes and ®had his meals in ‘the 
king’s presence regularly all the days 
of his life; Lit he * 2 Sa 9:7 Lit his presence 

30 and for his ®allowance, a regu- 
lar allowance was given him by the 
king, a portion for each day, all the 
days of his life. Ne 11:23; 12:47 


atone ©) Mie Lakes 


Author: Tradition in the Jewish Talmud 
supports Ezra the priest as the 
author of 1 Chronicles. The 
content points to priestly au- 
thorship because of the em- 
phasis on the temple, the 
priesthood, and the theocratic 
line of David in the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. Ezra was 
an educated scribe (Ez 7:6), 
and according to the apoc- 
ryphal book of 2 Maccabees 
2:13-15, Nehemiah collected 
an extensive library which was 
available to Ezra for his use in 
compiling Chronicles. 


Time: c. 1004-971 B.c. 


Genealogy from Adam 

RAdam, Seth, Enosh, Ge 4:25-5:32 

2 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 

3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 

4 Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

5 RThe sons of Japheth were 
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, 
Meshech and Tiras. Ge 10:2-4 

6 The sons of Gomer were 
Ashkenaz, Diphath, and Togarmah. 

7 The sons of Javan were El- 
ishah, Tarshish, Kittim and Rodanim. 

8 The sons of Ham were Cush, 
Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 

9 The sons of Cush were Seba, 
Havilah, Sabta, Raama and Sabteca; 
and the sons of Raamah were Sheba 
and Dedan. 

10 Cush became the father of 
Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one 
in the earth. Lit begot, and so throughout the ch 

11 ®Mizraim became the father of 
the people of Lud, Anam, Lehab, 
Naphtuh, Ge 10:13-18 

12 Pathrus, Casluh, from which 
the Philistines came, and Caphtor. 

13 Canaan became the father of 
Sidon, his firstborn, Heth, 

14 and the Jebusites, the Amor- 
ites, the Girgashites, 


Key Verse: 1 Ch 7:11-14 


Theme: First Chronicles is largely a 
retelling of the texts of 1 and 
2 Samuel with administrative 
details and the roles that the 
various tribes and alliances 
played in the events of the na- 
tion. We don’t see the family 
conflict with Michal when the 
ark is brought to Jerusalem or 
the affair with Bathsheba and 
its fallout. When it comes to 
succession, all we are told is 
that David chose Solomon to 
succeed him. This is a primary 
document of the history of Is- 
rael. 


15 the Hivites, the Arkites, the 
Sinites, 

16 the Arvadites, the Zemarites 
and the Hamathites. 

17 ®The sons of Shem were Elam, 
Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, Aram, Uz, 
Hul, Gether and Meshech. Ge 10-22-29 

18 Arpachshad became the father 
of Shelah and Shelah became the fa- 
ther of Eber. 

19 Two sons were born to Eber, 
the name of the one was Peleg, for in 
his days the earth was divided, and 
his brother’s name was Joktan. 

20 Joktan became the father of 
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, 
Jerah, 

21 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 

22 Ebal, Abimael, Sheba, 

23. Ophir, Havilah and Jobab; all 
these were the sons of Joktan. 

24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, 

25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 

26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 

27 Abram, that is Abraham. 


Descendants of Abraham 

28 The sons of Abraham were 
Isaac and Ishmael. 

29 ®These are their genealogies: 
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the firstborn of Ishmael was 
Nebaioth, then Kedar, Adbeel, Mib- 
sam, Ge 25:13-16 

30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 
Hadad, Tema, 


31 Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah; 
these were the sons of Ishmael. 

32 The sons of Keturah, Abra- 
ham’s concubine, whom she bore, 
were Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Mid- 
ian, Ishbak and Shuah. And the sons 
of Jokshan were Sheba and Dedan. 

33 The sons of Midian were 
Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida and E1- 
daah. All these were the sons of Ketu- 
rah. 

34 RAbraham became the father 
of Isaac. The sons of Isaac were 8Esau 
and Israel. 1 Ch 1:28 « Ge 25:25, 26; 32:28 

35 The sons of Esau were Eliphaz, 
Reuel, Jeush, Jalam and Korah. 

36 The sons of Eliphaz were 
Teman, Omar, 'Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, 
Timna and Amalek. In Ge 36:11, Zepo 

37 The sons of Reuel were Na- 
hath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. 

38 ®The sons of Seir were Lotan, 
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer 
and Dishan. Ge 36:20-28 

39 The sons of Lotan were Hori 
and ‘Homam; and Lotan’s sister was 
Timna. In Ge 36:22, Hemam 

40 The sons of Shobal were Alian, 
Manahath, Ebal, 'Shephi and Onam. 
And the sons of Zibeon were Aiah 
and Anah. In Ge 36:23, Shepho 

41 The 'son of Anah was Dishon. 
And the sons of Dishon were Hamran, 
Eshban, Ithran and Cheran. Lit sons 

42 The sons of Ezer were Bilhan, 
Zaavan and Jaakan. The sons of Dis- 
han were Uz and Aran. 

43 Now these are the kings who 
reigned in the land of Edom before 
any king of the sons of Israel reigned. 
Bela was the son of Beor, and the 
name of his city was Dinhabah. 

44 When Bela died, Jobab the son 
of Zerah of 8Bozrah became king in 
his place. Is 34:6 

45 When Jobab died, Husham of 
the land of 8the Temanites became 
king in his place. Job 2:11 

46 When Husham died, Hadad the 
son of Bedad, who "defeated Midian 
in the field of Moab, became king in 
his place; and the name of his city 
was Avith. 


Lit smote 
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47 When Hadad died, Samlah of 
Masrekah became king in his place. 

48 When Samlah died, Shaul of 
Rehoboth by the River became king 
in his place. 

49 When Shaul died, Baal-hanan 
the son of Achbor became king in his 
place. ; 

50 When Baal-hanan died, 
THadad became king in his place; and 
the name of his city was 'Pai, and his 
wife’s name was Mehetabel, the 
daughter of Matred, the daughter of 
Mezahab. In Ge 36:39, Hadar ¢ In Ge 36:39, Pau 

51 Then Hadad died. 

Now the chiefs of Edom were: 
chief Timna, chief 'Aliah, chief Je- 
theth, In Ge 36:40, Alvah 

52 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, 
chief Pinon, 

53 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief 
Mibzar, 

54 chief Magdiel, chief Iram. 
These were the chiefs of Edom. 


Genealogy: Twelve Sons of Jacob 
(Israel) 
RThese are the sons of Israel: 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is- 
sachar, Zebulun, Ge 35:22-26; 46:8-25 

2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naph- 
tali, Gad and Asher. 

3 ®The sons of Judah were Er, 
Onan and Shelah; these three were 
born to him by Bath-shua the 
Canaanitess. And Er, Judah’s first- 
born, was wicked in the sight of the 
Lorb, so He put him to death. Ge 38:2-10 

4 8Tamar his daughter-in-law 
bore him Perez and Zerah. Judah had 
five sons in all. Ge 38:13-30 

5 The sons of Perez were Hezron 
and Hamul. 

6 The sons of Zerah were ™Zimri, 
Ethan, Heman, Calcol and ™Dara; five 
of them in all. mn Jos 7:1, Zabdi « In 1 Ki 4:31, Darda 

7 The ‘son of Carmi was Achar, 
the troubler of Israel, who violated the 
ban. In Jos 7:18, Achan ® Jos 7:1 

__ 8 The ‘son of Ethan was Aza- 
riah. Lit sons 
Genealogy of David 

9 Now the sons of Hezron, who 
were born to him were Jerahmeel, 
Ram and Chelubai. 

_10 Ram ‘became the father of Am- 
minadab, and Amminadab became the 
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father of Nahshon, leader of the sons 
of Judah; Lit begot, and so throughout the ch 

11 Nahshon became the father of 
Salma, Salma became the father of 
Boaz, 

12 Boaz became the father of 
Obed, and Obed became the father of 
Jesse; 

13. and Jesse became the father of 
Eliab his firstborn, then Abinadab the 
second, Shimea the third, 

14 Nethanel the fourth, Raddai 
the fifth, 

15 Ozem the sixth, David the sev- 
enth; 

16 and their sisters were Zeruiah 
and Abigail. And the three sons of 
Zeruiah were 'Abshai, Joab and Asa- 
hel. In 2 Sa 2:18, Abishai 

17 Abigail bore Amasa, and the 
father of Amasa was ‘Jether the Ish- 
maelite. In 2 Sa 17:25, Ithra the Israelite 

18 Now Caleb the son of Hezron 
had sons by Azubah his wife, and by 
Jerioth; and these were her sons: 
Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 

19 When Azubah died, Caleb mar- 
ried Ephrath, who bore him Hur. 

20 Hur became the father of Uri, 
and Uri became the father of Bezalel. 

21 Afterward Hezron went in to 
the daughter of Machir the father of 
Gilead, whom he married when he 
was sixty years old; and she bore him 
Segub. 

22 Segub became the father of 
Jair, who had twenty-three cities in 
the land of Gilead. 

23 But Geshur and Aram took 'the 
towns of Jair from them, with Kenath 
and its villages, even sixty cities. All 
these were the sons of Machir, the fa- 
ther of Gilead. Or Havvoth-jair 

24 After the death of Hezron in 
Caleb-ephrathah, Abijah, Hezron’s 
wife, bore him Ashhur the father of 
Tekoa. 

25 Now the sons of Jerahmeel the 
firstborn of Hezron were Ram the 
firstborn, then Bunah, Oren, Ozem 
and Ahijah. t 

26 Jerahmeel had another wife, 
whose name was Atarah; she was the 
mother of Onam. 

27 The sons of Ram, the firstborn 
of Jerahmeel, were Maaz, Jamin and 

ker. 
28 The sons of Onam were Sham- 
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mai and Jada. And the sons of Sham- 
mai were Nadab and Abishur. 

29 The name of Abishur’s wife 
was Abihail, and she bore him Ahban 
and Molid. 

30 The sons of Nadab were Seled 
and Appaim, and Seled died without 
sons. 

31 The son of Appaim was Ishi. 
And the son of Ishi was Sheshan. And 
the son of Sheshan was Ahlai. 

32 The sons of Jada the brother of 
Shammai were Jether and Jonathan, 
and Jether died without sons. 

33 The sons of Jonathan were 
Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons 
of Jerahmeel. 

34 Now Sheshan had no sons, 
only daughters. And Sheshan had an 
Egyptian servant whose name was 
Jarha. 

35 Sheshan gave his daughter to 
Jarha his servant in marriage, and she 
bore him Attai. 

36 Attai became the father of 
Nathan, and Nathan became the fa- 
ther of Zabad, 

37 and Zabad became the father 
of Ephlal, and Ephlal became the fa- 
ther of Obed, 

38 and Obed became the father of 
Jehu, and Jehu became the father of 
Azariah, 

39 and Azariah became the father 
of Helez, and Helez became the father 
of Eleasah, 

40 and Eleasah became the father 
of Sismai, and Sismai became the fa- 
ther of Shallum, 

41 and Shallum became the father 
of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah became 
the father of Elishama. 

42 Now the sons of Caleb, the 
brother of Jerahmeel, were Mesha his 
firstborn, who was the father of Ziph; 
and "his son was Mareshah, the father 
of Hebron. Lit the sons of 

43 The sons of Hebron were 
Korah and Tappuah and Rekem and 
Shema. 

44 Shema became the father of 
Raham, the father of Jorkeam; and 
Rekem became the father of Sham- 
mai. 

45 The son of Shammai was 
Maon, and Maon was the father of 
Bethzur. 

46 Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore 
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Haran, Moza and Gazez; and Haran 
became the father of Gazez. 

47 The sons of Jahdai were 
Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah 
and Shaaph. 

48 Maacah, Caleb’s concubine, 
bore Sheber and Tirhanah. 

49 She also bore Shaaph the fa- 
ther of Madmannah, Sheva the father 
of Machbena and the father of Gibea; 
and the daughter of Caleb was 
Achsah. 

50 These were the sons of Caleb. 

The ‘sons of Hur, the firstborn of 
Ephrathah, were Shobal the father of 
Kiriath-jearim, Lit son 

51 Salma the father of Bethlehem 
and Hareph the father of Beth-gader. 

52 Shobal the father of Kiriath- 
jearim had sons: Haroeh, half of the 
Manahathites, 

53 and the families of Kiriath- 
jearim: the Ithrites, the Puthites, the 
Shumathites and the Mishraites; from 
these came the Zorathites and the Es- 
htaolites. 

54 The sons of Salma _ were 
Bethlehem and the Netophathites, 
Atroth-beth-joab and half of the Man- 
ahathites, the Zorites. 

55 The families of scribes who 
lived at Jabez were the Tirathites, the 
Shimeathites and the Sucathites. 
Those are the Kenites who came from 
Hammath, the father of the house of 
Rechab. 


Family of David 
Now these were the sons of David 
who were born to him in Hebron: 
the firstborn was Amnon, by Ahi- 
noam the Jezreelitess; the second was 
Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelitess; 

2 the third was Absalom the son 
of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai 
king of Geshur; the fourth was Adoni- 
jah the son of Haggith; 

3 the fifth was Shephatiah, by 
Abital; the sixth was Ithream, by his 
wife Eglah. 

4 Six were born to him in He- 
bron, and 8there he reigned seven 
years and six months. And in 
Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three 
years. 2 Sa 2:11; 5:4, 5; 1 Ki 2:11; 1 Ch 29:27 

5 These were born to him in 
Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan 
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and 8Solomon, four, by Bath-shua the 
daughter of Ammiel; 2 Sa 12:24, 25 
6 and Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet, 
7 Nogah, Nepheg and ‘Japhia, 
8 Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet, 


e. 

9 All these were the sons of 
David, besides the sons of the concu- 
bines; and Tamar was their sister. 

10 Now Solomon’s son was Re- 
hoboam, Abijah was his son, Asa his 
son, Jehoshaphat his son, 

11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, 
Joash his son, 

12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his 
son, Jotham his son, 

13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his 
son, Manasseh his son, 

14 Amon his son, Josiah his son. 

15 The sons of Josiah were Jo- 
hanan the firstborn, and the second 
was Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, 
the fourth Shallum. 

16 The sons of Jehoiakim were Je- 
coniah his son, Zedekiah his son. 

17 The sons of Jeconiah, the pris- 
oner, were Shealtiel his son, 

18 and Malchiram,  Pedaiah, 
Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama and 
Nedabiah. 

19 The sons of Pedaiah were 
Zerubbabel and Shimei. And the 
Tgons of Zerubbabel were Meshullam 
and Hananiah, and Shelomith was 
their sister; Lit son 

0 and Hashubah, Ohel, 
Berechiah, Hasadiah and Jushab- 
hesed, five. 

21 The sons of Hananiah were 
Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, the sons of 
Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons 
of Obadiah, the sons of Shecaniah. 

22 The ‘descendants of Shecaniah 
were Shemaiah, and the sons of She- 
maiah: Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah 
and Shaphat, six. 

23 The sons of Neariah were 
Elioenai, Hizkiah and Azrikam, three. 

24 The sons of Elioenai were Ho- 
daviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Jo- 
hanan, Delaiah and Anani, seven. 


Line of Hur, Asher 
The sons of Judah were Perez, 
Hezron, Carmi, Hur and Shobal. 
2 Reaiah the son of Shobal "be- 


3:22 Lit sons 
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came the father of Jahath, and Jahath 
became the father of Ahumai and 
Lahad. These were the families of the 
Zorathites. Lit begot, and so throughout the ch 

3 These were the sons of Etam: 
Jezreel, Ishma and Idbash; and the 
name of their sister was Hazze- 
lelponi. 

4 Penuel was the father of Gedor, 
and Ezer the father of Hushah. These 
were the sons of Hur, the firstborn of 
Ephrathah, the father of Bethlehem. 

5 Ashhur, the father of Tekoa, 
had two wives, Helah and Naarah. 

6 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, 
Hepher, Temeni and Haahashtari. 
These were the sons of Naarah. 

7 The sons of Helah were Zereth, 
TIzhar and Ethnan. Another reading is Zohar 

8 Koz became the father of Anub 
and Zobebah, and the families of 
Aharhel the son of Harum. 

9 Jabez was more honorable 
than his brothers, and his mother 
named him Jabez saying, “Because I 
bore him with pain.” 

10 Now Jabez called on the God 
of Israel, saying, “Oh that You would 
bless me indeed and enlarge my bor- 
der, and that Your hand might be with 
me, and that You would keep me from 
harm that it may not pain me!” And 
God granted him what he requested. 

11 Chelub the brother of Shuhah 
became the father of Mehir, who was 
the father of Eshton. 

12 Eshton became the father of 
Beth-rapha and Paseah, and Tehinnah 
the father of "Ir-nahash. These are the 
men of Recah. Or the city of Naash 

13. Now the sons of Kenaz were 
Othniel and Seraiah. And the sons of 
Othniel were Hathath and Meonothai. 

14 Meonothai became the father 
of Ophrah, and Seraiah became the 
father of Joab the father of Ge-ha- 
rashim, for they were craftsmen. 

15 Thesons of Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh were Iru, Elah and Naam; 
and the son of Elah was Kenaz. 

16 The sons of Jehallelel were 
Ziph and Ziphah, Tiria and Asarel. 

17 The sons of Ezrah were Jether, 
Mered, Epher and Jalon. (And these 
are the sons of Bithia the daughter of 
Pharaoh, whom Mered took) and she 
conceived and bore Miriam, Shammai 
and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa. 
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18 His Jewish wife bore Jered the 
father of Gedor, and Heber the father 
of Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of 
Zanoah. 

19 The sons of the wife of Hodiah, 
the sister of Naham, were the "fathers 
of Keilah the Garmite and Eshtemoa 
the Maacathite. Lit father 

20 The sons of Shimon were 
Amnon and Rinnah, Benhanan and 
Tilon. And the sons of Ishi were Zo- 
heth and Ben-zoheth. 

21 The sons of Shelah the son of 
Judah were Er the father of Lecah 
and Laadah the father of Mareshah, 
and the families of the house of the 
linen workers at Beth-ashbea; 

22 and Jokim, the men of Cozeba, 
Joash, Saraph, who ruled in Moab, 
and Jashubi-lehem. And the ‘records 
are ancient. Lit words 

23 These were the potters and the 
inhabitants of Netaim and Gederah; 
pe ra there with the king for his 
work. 


Descendants of Simeon 

24 The sons of Simeon were 
TNemuel and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, 
Shaul; In Ge 46:10 and Ex 6:15, Jemuel 

25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his 
son, Mishma his son. 

26 The sons of Mishma were 
Hammuel his son, Zaccur his son, 
Shimei his son. 

27 Now Shimei had sixteen sons 
and six daughters; but his brothers 
did not have many sons, nor did all 
their family multiply like the sons of 
Judah. 

28 They lived at Beersheba, Mo- 
ladah and Hazar-shual, 

29 at Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 

30 Bethuel, Hormah, Ziklag, 

31 Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susim, 
Beth-biri and Shaaraim. These were 
their cities until the reign of David. 

32 Their villages were Etam, Ain, 
Rimmon, Tochen and Ashan, five 
cities; 

33 and all their villages that were 
around the same cities as far as Baal. 
These were their settlements, and 
they have their genealogy. 

34 Meshobab and Jamlech and 
Joshah the son of Amaziah, 

35 and Joel and Jehu the son of 
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Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son 
of Asiel, 

36 and Elioenai, Jaakobah, 
Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, 
Benaiah, 

37 Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son 
of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of 
Shimri, the son of Shemaiah; 

38 these mentioned by name were 
leaders in their families; and their fa- 
thers’ houses increased greatly. 

39 They went to the entrance of 
Gedor, even to the east side of the val- 
ley, to seek pasture for their flocks. 

40 They found rich and good pas- 
ture, and the land was broad and 
quiet and peaceful; for those who 
lived there formerly were Hamites. 

4] RThese, recorded by name, 
came in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and ‘attacked their tents and 
the Meunites who were found there, 
and destroyed them utterly to this 
day, and lived in their place, because 
there was pasture there for their 
flocks. 1 Ch 4:33-38 ¢ Lit smote 

42 From them, from the sons of 
Simeon, five hundred men went to 
RMount Seir, with Pelatiah, Neariah, 
Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, 
as their leaders. Ge 36:8, 9 

43 They "destroyed the remnant 
of the Amalekites who escaped, and 
have lived there to this day. 


Lit smote 


Genealogy from Reuben 

Now the sons of Reuben the first- 

born of Israel (for he was the first- 
born, but because he defiled his 
father’s bed, his birthright was given 
to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel; 
so that he is not enrolled in the ge- 
nealogy according to the birthright. 

2 ®Though Judah prevailed over 
his brothers, and §from him came the 
leader, yet the birthright belonged to 
Joseph), — Ge 49:8-10; Ps 60:7; 108:8 ® Mi 5:2; Ma 2:6 

3 8the sons of Reuben the first- 
born of Israel were Hanoch and Pallu, 
Hezron and Carmi. Ge 46:9; Ex 6:14; Nu 26:5-9 

4 The sons of Joel were Shema- 
iah his son, Gog his son, 8Shimei his 
son, 1Ch5:8 

5 Micah his son, Reaiah his son, 
Baal his son, 

6 Beerah his son, whom "Tilgath- 
pilneser king of Assyria carried away 
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into exile; he was leader of the 
Reubenites. In 2 Ki 15:29, Tiglath-pileser 

7 His ™kinsmen by their families, 
Rin the genealogy of their genera- 
tions, were Jeiel the chief, then 
Zechariah Lit brothers © 1 Ch 5:17 

8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the 
son of Shema, the son of Joel, who 
lived in RAroer, even to Nebo and 
Baal-meon. Nu 32:34; Jos 12:2 

9 To the east he settled as far as 
the entrance of the wilderness from 
the river Euphrates, because their 
cattle had increased in the land of 
Gilead. Jos 22:8, 9 

10 In the days of Saul 8they made 
war with the Hagrites, who fell by 
their hand, so that they ‘occupied 
their tents throughout all the land east 
of Gilead. 1 Ch 5:18-21 © Lit dwelt in 

11 Now the sons of Gad lived op- 
posite them in the land of .Bashan as 
far as RSalecah. Jos 13:11 ¢ De 3:10 

12 Joel was the chief and 
Shapham the second, then Janai and 
Shaphat in Bashan. 

13. Their ™kinsmen of their fathers’ 
households were Michael, Meshul- 
lam, Sheba, Jorai, Jacan, Zia and 
Eber, seven. Lit brother 

14 These were the sons of Abi- 
hail, the son of Huri, the son of 
Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of 
Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son 
of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 

15 Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son 
of Guni, was head of their fathers’ 
households. 

16 They lived in Gilead, in Bashan 
and in its towns, and in all the pasture 
lands of ®Sharon, as far as their bor- 
ders 1 Ch 27:29; Song 2:1; Is 35:2; 65:10 

7 All of these were enrolled in 
the genealogies in the days of Jotham 
king of Judah and in the days of Jer- 
oboam king of Israel. 

18 The sons of Reuben and the 
Gadites and the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh, consisting of valiant men, men 
who bore shield and sword and shot 
with bow and were skillful in battle, 
were 44,760, who 8went to war. Nu13 

19 They made war against the 
Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish and Nodab. 

20 They were helped against them, 
and the Hagrites and all who were 
with them were given into their hand; 
for they cried out to God in the battle, 
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and He answered their prayers be- 
cause they trusted in Him. = 2cn14:11-13 

21 They took away their cattle: 
their 50,000 camels, 250,000 sheep, 
2,000 donkeys; and 100,000 men. 

22 For many fell slain, because the 
war was of God. And they settled in 
their place until the exile. 

23 Now the sons of the half-tribe 
of Manasseh lived in the land; from 
Bashan to Baal-hermon and ®Senir 
and Mount Hermon they were nu- 
merous. De 3:9 

24 These were the heads of their 
fathers’ households, even Epher, Ishi, 
Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah and 
Jahdiel, mighty men of valor, famous 
men, heads of their fathers’ house- 
holds. 

25 But they acted treacherously 
against the God of their fathers and 
played the harlot after the gods of the 
peoples of the land, whom God had 
destroyed before them. De 32:15-18 

26 So the God of Israel stirred up 
the spirit of "Pul, king of Assyria, even 
the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser king of 
Assyria, and he carried them away 
into exile, namely the Reubenites, the 
Gadites and the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh, and brought them to Halah, 
Habor, Hara and to the river of 
Gozan, to this day. 2ki 15:19, 29; 2 Ch 28:20 


Genealogy: The Priestly Line 
RThe sons of Levi were Gershon, 
Kohath and Merari. Ge 46:11; Ex 6:16-25 

2 The sons of Kohath were 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 

3 The children of Amram were 
Aaron, Moses and Miriam. And the 
sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, 
Eleazar and Ithamar. 

4 Eleazar became the father of 
Phinehas, and Phinehas became the 
father of Abishua, 

5 and Abishua became the father 
of Bukki, and Bukki became the fa- 
ther of Uzzi, 

6 and Uzzi became the father of 
Zerahiah, and Zerahiah became the 
father of Meraioth, 

7 Meraioth became the father of 
Amariah, and Amariah became the 
father of Ahitub, 

8 and ®Ahitub became the father 
of Zadok, and Zadok ®became the fa- 
ther of Ahimaaz, 2.Sa 8:17 © 2 Sa 15:27 
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9 and Ahimaaz became the fa- 
ther of Azariah, and Azariah became 
the father of Johanan, : 

10 and Johanan became the father 
of Azariah (Rit was he who served as 
the priest in the house which 
Solomon built in Jerusalem), 2h 26:17 

11 and ®Azariah became the fa- 
ther of Amariah, and Amariah be- 
came the father of Ahitub, Ez 7:3 

12 and Ahitub became the father 
of Zadok, and Zadok became the fa- 
ther of TShallum, In ch 9:11, Meshullam 

13. and Shallum became the father 
of Hilkiah, and Hilkiah became the fa- 
ther of Azariah, 

14 and Azariah became the father 
of ®Seraiah, and Seraiah became the 
father of Jehozadak; Ne 11:11 

15 and Jehozadak went along 
when the Lorp carried Judah and 
Jerusalem away into exile "by Neb- 
uchadnezzar. Lit by the hand of 

16 ™The sons of Levi were Ger- 
shom, Kohath and Merari. — cné6:1 inHe 

17 These are the names of the 
sons of Gershom: Libni and Shimei. 

18 The sons of Kohath were 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 

19 The sons of R®Merari were 
Mahli and Mushi. And these are the 
families of the Levites according to 
their fathers’ households. nu 3:33; 1 Ch 23:21 

20 Of Gershom: Libni his son, Ja- 
hath his son, Zimmah his son, 

21 Joah his son, Iddo his son, 
Zerah his son, Jeatherai his son. 

22 The sons of Kohath were Am- 
minadab his son, Korah his son, Assir 
his son, 

23 Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his 
son and Assir his son, 

24 Tahath his son, Uriel his son, 
Uzziah his son and Shaul his son. 

25 The sons of Elkanah were 
Amasai and Ahimoth. 

26 As for Elkanah, the sons of 
Elkanah were Zophai his son and Na- 
hath his son, 

27 Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, 
Elkanah his son. 

28 The sons of Samuel were Joel 
the firstborn, and Abijah the second. 

29 The sons of Merari were Mahli, 
Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah 
his son, 

30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his 
son, Asaiah his son. 
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31 RNow these are those whom 
David appointed over the service of 
song in the house of the Lorn, after 
the ark rested there. 1 Ch 15:16-22, 27; 16:4-6 

32 They ministered with song be- 
fore the tabernacle of the tent of meet- 
ing, until Solomon had built the house 
of the Lorp in Jerusalem; and they 
Tgerved in their office according to 
their order. Lit stood over 

33 These are those who served 
with their sons: From the sons of the 
Kohathites were Heman the singer, 
the son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 

34 the son of Elkanah, the son of 
Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of 
Toah, 

35 the son of Zuph, the son of 
Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son 
of Amasai, 

36 the son of Elkanah, the son of 
Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of 
Zephaniah, 

37 the son of Tahath, the son of 
Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of 
Korah, 

38 the son of Izhar, the son of Ko- 
hath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 

39 Heman’s brother Asaph stood 
at his right hand, even Asaph the son 
of Berechiah, the son of Shimea, 

40 the son of Michael, the son of 
Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 

41 the son of Ethni, the son of 
Zerah, the son of Adaiah, 

42 the son of Ethan, the son of 
Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 

43 the son of Jahath, the son of 
Gershom, the son of Levi. 

44 On the left hand were their 
Tkinsmen the sons of Merari: Ethan 
the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, the 
son of Malluch, Lit brothers 

45 the son of Hashabiah, the son 
of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, 

46 the son of Amzi, the son of 
Bani, the son of Shemer, 

47 the son of Mahli, the son of 
Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of 
Levi. 

48 Their kinsmen the Levites were 
appointed for all the service of the 
tabernacle of the house of God. 

49 But Aaron and his sons ®of- 
fered on the altar of burnt offering 
and ®on the altar of incense, for all the 
work of the most holy place, and to 
make atonement for Israel, according 
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to all that Moses the servant of God 
had commanded. Ex 27:1-8 © Ex 30:1-7 

50 ®These are the sons of Aaron: 
Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, 
Abishua his son, 1 Ch 6:4-8; Ez 7:5 

51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, 
Zerahiah his son, ; ; 

52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his 
son, Ahitub his son, ] 

53 Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his 
son. 

54 Now these are their settle- 
ments according to their camps 
within their borders. To the sons of 
Aaron of the families of the Ko- 
hathites (for theirs was the first lot), 

55 to them they gave 8Hebron in 
the land of Judah and its pasture 
lands around it; Jos 14:13; 21:11f 

56 but the fields of the city and 
its villages, they gave to Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh. Jos 15:13 

57 ®To the sons of Aaron they gave 
the following cities of refuge: Hebron, 
Libnah also with its pasture lands, 
Jattir, Eshtemoa with its pasture 
lands, Jos 21:13, 19 

58 Hilen with its pasture lands, 
Debir with its pasture lands, 

59 TAshan with its pasture lands 
and Beth-shemesh with its pasture 


lands; In Jos 21:16, Ain 
60 and from the tribe of Benjamin: 
Geba with its pasture lands, 


TAllemeth with its pasture lands, and 
Anathoth with its pasture lands. All 
their cities throughout their families 
were thirteen cities. In Jos 21:18, Almon 

61 Then to the rest of the sons of 
Kohath were given by lot, from the 
family of the tribe, from the half-tribe, 
the half of Manasseh, ten cities. 

62 To the sons of Gershom, ac- 
cording to their families, were given 
from the tribe of Issachar and from 
the tribe of Asher, the tribe of Naph- 
tali, and the tribe of Manasseh, thir- 
teen cities in Bashan. 

_ 63 RTo the sons of Merari were 
given by lot, according to their fami- 
lies, from the tribe of Reuben, the 
tribe of Gad and the tribe of Zebulun, 
twelve cities. Jos 21:7, 34-40 

64 ®So the sons of Israel gave to 
the Levites the cities with their pas- 
ture lands. Nu 35:1-8; Jos 21:3, 41, 42 

65 They gave by lot from the tribe 
of the sons of Judah, the tribe of the 
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sons of Simeon and the tribe of the 
sons of Benjamin, 8these cities which 
are mentioned by name. 1 Ch 6:57-60 

66 Now some of the families of the 

sons of Kohath had cities of their ter- 
ritory from the tribe of Ephraim. 
_ 67 They gave to them the follow- 
ing cities of refuge: Shechem in the 
hill country of Ephraim with its pas- 
ture lands, Gezer also with its pasture 
lands, 

68 Jokmeam with its pasture 
lands, Beth-horon with its pasture 
lands, 

69 Aijalon with its pasture lands 
and Gath-rimmon with its pasture 
lands; 

70 and from the half-tribe of Man- 
asseh: Aner with its pasture lands and 
Bileam with its pasture lands, for the 
rest of the family of the sons of Ko- 
hath. 

71 To the sons of Gershom were 
given, from the family of the half-tribe 
of Manasseh: Golan in Bashan with 
its pasture lands and Ashtaroth with 
its pasture lands; 

72 and from the tribe of Issachar: 
Kedesh with its pasture lands, 
Daberath with its pasture lands 

73 and Ramoth with its pasture 
lands, Anem with its pasture lands; 

74 and from the tribe of Asher: 
Mashal with its pasture lands, Abdon 
with its pasture lands, 

75 Hukok with its pasture lands 
and Rehob with its pasture lands; 

76 and from the tribe of Naph- 
tali: Kedesh in Galilee with its pas- 
ture lands, Hammon with its pasture 
lands and Kiriathaim with its pasture 
lands. 

77 To the rest of the Levites, the 
sons of Merari, were given, from the 
tribe of Zebulun: Rimmono with its 
pasture lands, Tabor with its pasture 
lands; 

78 and beyond the Jordan at Jeri- 
cho, on the east side of the Jordan, 
were given them, from the tribe of 
Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with 
its pasture lands, Jahzah with its pas- 
ture lands, 

79 Kedemoth with its pasture 
lands and Mephaath with its pasture 
lands; 

80 and from the tribe of Gad: 
Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture 
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lands, Mahanaim with its pasture 
lands, 

81 Heshbon with its pasture lands 
and Jazer with its pasture lands. 


Genealogy from Issachar 
Now the sons of Issachar were 
four: Tola, ™Puah, Jashub and 
Shimron. in Ge 46:13, Puvvah; in Nu 26:23, Puvah 
2 The sons of Tola were Uzzi, 
Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam and 
Samuel, heads of their fathers’ house- 
holds. The sons of Tola were mighty 
men of valor in their generations; 
Rtheir number in the days of David 
was 22,600. 2 Sa 24:1-9 
3 The son of Uzzi was Izrahiah. 
And the sons of Izrahiah were 
Michael, Obadiah, Joel, Isshiah; all 
five of them were ®chief men. 1cn5:24 
4 With them by their generations 
according to their fathers’ households 
were 36,000 "troops of the army for 
war, for they had many wives and 
sons. Or bands 
5 Their Trelatives among all the 
families of Issachar were mighty men 
of valor, enrolled by genealogy, in all 
Lit brothers, and so throughout the ch 


Descendants of Benjamin 

6 The sons of Benjamin were 
three: Bela and Becher and Jediael. 

7 The sons of Bela were five: 
Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth and Iri. 
They were heads of fathers’ house- 
holds, mighty men of valor, and were 
22,034 enrolled by genealogy. 

8 The sons of Becher were Zemi- 
rah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Je- 
remoth, Abijah, Anathoth and 
Alemeth. All these were the sons of 
Becher. 

9 They were enrolled by geneal- 
ogy, according to their generations, 
heads of their fathers’ households, 
20,200 mighty men of valor. 

10 The ‘son of Jediael was Bilhan. 
And the sons of Bilhan were Jeush, 
Benjamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, 
Tarshish and Ahishahar. Lit sons 

11 All these were sons of Jediael, 
according to the heads of their fa- 
thers’ households, 17,200 mighty men 
of valor, who were ‘ready to go out 
with the army to war. Lit going out 

12 TShuppim and Huppim were 
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the sons of "Ir; Hushim was the son of 
her. In Nu 26:39, Shephupham ¢ In v 7, Iri 


Sons of Naphtali 

13 The sons of Naphtali were 
TJahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, the 
sons of Bilhah. In Ge 46:24, Jahzeel 


Descendants of Manasseh 

14 The sons of Manasseh were 
Asriel, whom his Aramean concubine 
bore; she bore Machir the father of 
Gilead. 

15 Machir took a wife for Huppim 
and Shuppim, ‘whose sister’s name 
was Maacah. And the name of the sec- 
ond was Zelophehad, and Zelophehad 
had daughters. Lit and his 

16 Maacah the wife of Machir bore 
a son, and she named him Peresh; and 
the name of his brother was Sheresh, 
and his sons were Ulam and Rakem. 

17 The ‘son of Ulam was Bedan. 
These were the sons of Gilead the son 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh. tit sons 

18 His sister Hammolecheth bore 
Ishhod and Abiezer and Mahlah. 

19 The sons of Shemida were 
Ahian and Shechem and Likhi and 
Aniam. 


Descendants of Ephraim 

20 ®The sons of Ephraim were 
Shuthelah and 'Bered his son, Tahath 
Int son, Eleadah his son, Tahath his 

Nu 26:35, 36 ¢ In Nu 26:35, Becher 

O31 Zabad his son, Shuthelah his 
son, and Ezer and Elead whom the 
men of Gath who were born in the 
land killed, because they came down 
to take their livestock. 

22 Their father Ephraim mourned 
many days, and his relatives came to 
comfort him. Ge 37:34 

23 Then he went in to his wife, 
and she conceived and bore a son, 
and he named him Beriah, because 
misfortune had come upon his house. 

24 His daughter was Sheerah, 
who built lower and upper Beth- 
horon, also Uzzen-sheerah. 

25 Rephah was his son along with 
Resheph, Telah his son, Tahan his son, 

26 Ladan his son, Ammihud his 
son, Elishama his son, 

27 ™Non his son and ®Joshua his 
son. In Ex 33:11, Nun @ Ex 17:9-14; 24:13 

28 Their possessions and settle- 


452 


ments were Bethel with its towns, and 
to the east 'Naaran, and to the west 
Gezer with its towns, and Shechem 
with its towns as far as Ayyah with its 
towns, Jos 16:2 © In Jos 16:7, Naarah 

29 and along the borders of the 
sons of Manasseh, Beth-shean with its 
towns, Taanach with its towns, 
Megiddo with its towns, Dor with its 
towns. In these lived the ®sons of 
Joseph the son of Israel. Ju 1:22-29 


Descendants of Asher 

30 ®The sons of Asher were 
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah, and 
Serah their sister. Ge 46:17; Nu 26:44-46 

31 The sons of Beriah were Heber 
and Malchiel, who was the father of 
Birzaith. 

32 Heber became the father of 
Japhlet, "Shomer and Hotham, and 
Shua their sister. Lit begot ¢ In v 34, Shemer 

33 The sons of Japhlet were 
Pasach, Bimhal and Ashvath. These 
were the sons of Japhlet. 

34 The sons of Shemer were Ahi 
and Rohgah, Jehubbah and Aram. 

35 The ‘'sons of his brother Helem 
were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh and 
Amal. Lit son 

36 The sons of Zophah were 
Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri and 
Imrah, 

37 Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, 
Ithran and Beera. 

38 The sons of Jether were Je- 
phunneh, Pispa and Ara. 

9 The sons of Ulla were Arah, 
Hanniel and Rizia. 

40 All these were the sons of 
Asher, heads of the fathers’ houses, 
choice and mighty men of valor, 
heads of the princes. And the number 
of them enrolled by genealogy for 
service in war was 26,000 men. 


Genealogy from Benjamin 
And Benjamin became the father 
of Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the 
second, ®Aharah the third, 1Ch7:12 
2 Nohah the fourth and Rapha 
the fifth. 

3 Bela had sons: TAddar, Gera, 
Abihud, In Ge 46:21 and Nu 26:40, Ard 
4 Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 

5 Gera, Shephuphan and Huram. 
6 These are the sons of Ehud: 
these are the heads of fathers’ house- 
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holds of the inhabitants of Geba, and 
they carried them into exile to Mana- 
hath, 

7 namely, Naaman, Ahijah and 
Gera—he carried them into exile; and 
Faeroe the father of Uzza and Ahi- 

ud. 

8 Shaharaim became the father 
of children in the ‘country of Moab 
after he had 'sent away Hushim and 
Baara his wives. tit field ¢ Lit sent them away 

9 By Hodesh his wife he became 
the father of Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, 
Malcam, 

10 Jeuz, Sachia, Mirmah. These 
were his sons, heads of fathers’ 
households. 

11 By Hushim he became the fa- 
ther of Abitub and Elpaal. 

12 The sons of Elpaal were Eber, 
Misham, and Shemed, who built Ono 
and Lod, with its towns; 

13 and Beriah and Shema, who 
were heads of fathers’ households of 
the inhabitants of Aijalon, who put to 
flight the inhabitants of Gath; 

14 and 'Ahio, Shashak and Jere- 
moth. Or his brothers 

15 Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, 

16 Michael, Ishpah and Joha were 
the sons of Beriah. 

17 Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, 
Heber, 

18 Ishmerai, Izliah and Jobab 
were the sons of Elpaal. 

19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 

20 Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel, 

21 Adaiah, Beraiah and Shimrath 
were the sons of 'Shimei. Inv 13, Shema 

22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 

23 Abdon, Zichri, Hanan, 

24 Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah, 

25 Iphdeiah and Penuel were the 
sons of Shashak. 

26 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Atha- 
liah, 

27 Jaareshiah, Elijah and Zichri 
were the sons of Jeroham. 

28 These were heads of the fa- 
thers’ households according to their 
generations, chief men ‘who lived in 
Jerusalem. Lit these 

29 RNow in Gibeon, Jeiel, the fa- 
ther of Gibeon lived, and his wife’s 
name was Maacah; 1 Ch 9:35-38 

30 and his firstborn son was 
Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab, 

31 Gedor, Ahio and Zecher. 
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32 Mikloth became the father of 
'Shimeah. And they also lived with 
their relatives in Jerusalem opposite 
their other relatives. —_ In ch 9:38, Shimeam 


Genealogy from King Saul 

33 RNer became the father of Kish, 
and Kish became the father of Saul, 
and Saul became the father of Jona- 
than, Malchi-shua, “Abinadab and 
Eshbaal. 1 Ch 9:39-44 © 1 Sa 14:49, Ishvi 

34 The son of Jonathan was 
TMerib-baal, and Merib-baal became 
the father of Micah. m2 Sa 4:4, Mephibosheth 

35 The sons of Micah were Pithon, 
Melech, 'Tarea and Ahaz.  1n9:41, Tahrea 

36 Ahaz became the father of "Je- 
hoaddah, and Jehoaddah became the 
father of Alemeth, Azmaveth and 
Zimri; and Zimri became the father of 
Moza. In 9:42, Jarah 

37 Moza became the father of 
Binea; TRaphah was his son, Eleasah 
his son, Azel his son. In 9:43, Rephaiah 

38 Azel had six sons, and these 
were their names: Azrikam, Bocheru, 
Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah and 
Hanan. All these were the sons of 
Azel. 

39 The sons of Eshek his brother 
were Ulam his firstborn, Jeush the 
second and Eliphelet the third. 

40 The sons of Ulam were mighty 
men of valor, archers, and had many 
sons and grandsons, 150 of them. All 
these were of the sons of Benjamin. 


People of Jerusalem 
So all Israel was enrolled by ge- 
nealogies; and behold, they are 
written in the Book of the Kings of Is- 
rael. And §Judah was carried away 
into exile to Babylon for their un- 
faithfulness. 1. Ch 5:25, 26 
2 ®Now the first who lived in 
their possessions in their cities were 
Israel, the priests, the Levites and the 
temple servants. Ez 2:70; Ne 7:73; 11:3-22 
3 Some of the sons of Judah, of 
the sons of Benjamin and of the sons 
of Ephraim and Manasseh lived in 
RJerusalem: Ne 11:1 
4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the 
son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of 
Bani, from the sons of Perez the ®son 
of Judah. Ge 46:12; Nu 26:20 
5 From the Shilonites were Asa- 
iah the firstborn and his sons. 
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6 From the sons of Zerah were 
Jeuel and their relatives, 690 of them. 

7 From the sons of Benjamin 
were Sallu the son of Meshullam, the 
son of Hodaviah, the son of Hassen- 
uah, 

8 and Ibneiah the son of Jero- 
ham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the son 
of Michri, and Meshullam the son of 
Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son 
of Ibnijah; 

9 and their relatives according to 
their generations, 8956. All these were 
heads of fathers’ households accord- 
ing to their fathers’ houses. Ne 11:8 

10 ®From the priests were Jedaiah, 
Jehoiarib, Jachin, Ne 11:10-14 

11 and ‘TAzariah the son of 
Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the 
son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the 
son of Ahitub, ®the chief officer of the 
house of God; In Ne 11:11, Seraiah ¢ Je 20:1 

12 and Adaiah the son of Jero- 
ham, the son of Pashhur, the son of 
Malchijah, and Maasai the son of 
Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of 
Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, 
the son of Immer; 

13 and their relatives, heads of 
their fathers’ households, 1,760 very 
able men for the work of the service 
of the house of God. 

14 Of the Levites were Shemaiah 
the son of Hasshub, the son of 
Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, of the 
sons of Merari; Ne 11:15-19 

15 and Bakbakkar, Heresh and 
Galal and Mattaniah the son of Mica, 
the son of Zichri, the son of Asaph, 

16 and Obadiah the son of She- 
maiah, the son of Galal, the son of Je- 
duthun, and Berechiah the son of Asa, 
the son of Elkanah, who lived in the 
villages of the Netophathites. 

17 Now the gatekeepers were 
Shallum and Akkub and Talmon and 
Ahiman and their relatives (Shallum 
the chief 

18 being stationed until now at 
Rthe king’s gate to the east). These 
were the gatekeepers for the camp of 
the sons of Levi. Eze 44:1; 46:1, 2 

19 Shallum the son of Kore, the 
son of 'Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 
and his relatives of his father’s house, 
the Korahites, were over the work of 
the service, keepers of the thresholds 
of the tent; and their fathers had been 
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over the camp of the Lorpb, keepers of 
the entrance. In Ex 6:24, Abiasaph 

20 ®Phinehas the son of Eleazar 
was ruler over them previously, and 
the Lorp was with him. Nu 25:7-13 

21. Zechariah the son of Meshele- 
miah was gatekeeper of the entrance 
of the tent of meeting. 

22 All these who were chosen to 
be gatekeepers at the thresholds were 
212. These were enrolled by geneal- 
ogy in their villages, whom David 
and Samuel the seer appointed 8in 
their office of trust. 1h 26:1 °2 Ch 31:15, 18 

23 So they and their sons Thad 
charge of the gates of the house of the 
Lorp, even the house of the tent, as 
guards. Lit were over the gates 

24 The gatekeepers were ‘on the 
four sides, to the east, west, north and 
south. Lit to the four winds 

25 Their relatives in their villages 
were to come in every seven days 
from time to time to be with them; 

26 for the four chief gatekeepers 
who were Levites, were in an office of 
trust, and were over the chambers 
and over the treasuries in the house 
of God. 

27 They spent the night around 
the house of God, because the watch 
was ‘committed to them; and they 
were in charge of opening it morning 
by morning. 1 Ch 23:30-32 © Lit on them 

28 Now some of them had charge 
of the utensils of service, for they 
counted them when they brought 
them in and when they took them out. 

29 Some of them also were ap- 
pointed over the furniture and over all 
the utensils of the sanctuary and 
Rover the fine flour and the wine and 
the oil and the frankincense and the 
spices. 1 Ch 23:29 

30 Some of the sons of the priests 
prepared the mixing of the spices. 

31 Mattithiah, one of the Levites, 
who was the firstborn of Shallum the 
Korahite, had the ‘responsibility 
over the things which were baked in 
pans. 1 Ch 9:22 « Lit office of trust 

32 Some of their relatives of the 
sons of the Kohathites ®were over the 
showbread to prepare it every sab- 
bath. Le 24:5-8 

33 Now these are "the singers, 
heads of fathers’ households of the 
Levites, who lived in the chambers of 


455 


the temple free from other service; for 
they were engaged in their work day 
and night. 1 Ch 6:31-47; 25:1 ¢ Ps 134:1 

34 These were heads of fathers’ 
households of the Levites according 
to their generations, chief men, 'who 
lived in Jerusalem. Lit these 


ES, and Descendants of 
au 

_35 ®In Gibeon Jeiel the father of 
Gibeon lived, and his wife’s name was 
Maacah, 1 Ch 8:29-32 

36 and his firstborn son was 
Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, 
Nadab, 

37 Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah and 
Mikloth. 

38 Mikloth became the father of 
Shimeam. And they also lived with 
their relatives in Jerusalem opposite 
their other relatives. 

39 RNer became the father of Kish, 
and Kish became the father of Saul, 
and Saul became the father of Jona- 
than, Malchi-shua, Abinadab and Esh- 
baal. 1 Ch 8:33-38 

40 The son of Jonathan was 
Merib-baal; and Merib-baal became 
the father of Micah. 

41 The sons of Micah were Pithon, 
Melech, Tahrea Sand Ahaz. 1h 8:35-37 

42 Ahaz became the father of 
Jarah, and Jarah became the father of 
Alemeth, Azmaveth and Zimri; and 
Zimri became the father of Moza, 

43 and Moza became the father of 
Binea and Rephaiah his son, Eleasah 
his son, Azel his son. 

44 Azel had six sons whose 
names are these: Azrikam, Bocheru 
and Ishmael and Sheariah and Oba- 
diah and Hanan. These were the sons 
of Azel. 


ete and Death of Saul and His 
ons 
10% the Philistines fought 
against Israel; and the men of Is- 
rael fled before the Philistines and fell 
slain on Mount Gilboa. 1 Sa 31:1-13 
2 The Philistines closely pursued 
Saul and his sons, and the Philistines 
struck down Jonathan, Abinadab and 
Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 
3 The battle became heavy 
against Saul, and the archers ‘over- 
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took him; and he was wounded by the 
archers. Lit found him 

4 Then Saul said to his armor 
bearer, “Draw your sword and thrust 
me through with it, otherwise these 
uncircumcised will come and abuse 
me.” But his armor bearer would not, 
for he was greatly afraid. Therefore 
Saul took his sword and fell on it. 

5 When his armor bearer saw 
that Saul was dead, he likewise fell on 
his sword and died. 

6 ®Thus Saul died with his three 
sons, and all those of his house died 
together. 1 Sa 31:6 

7 When all the men of Israel who 
were in the valley saw that they had 
fled, and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they forsook their cities and 
fled; and the Philistines came and 
lived in them. 

8 It came about the next day, 
when the Philistines came to strip the 
slain, that they found Saul and his 
sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 

9 So they stripped him and took 
his head and his armor and sent mes- 
sengers around the land of the 
Philistines to carry the good news to 
their idols and to the people. 1Sa31.9 

10 They put his armor in the 
house of their gods and fastened his 
head in the house of Dagon. 


Jabesh-gilead’s Tribute to Saul 
11 When all Jabesh-gilead heard 
all that the Philistines had done to 


aul, 
12 Rall the valiant men arose and 
took away the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons and brought them 
to Jabesh, and they buried their bones 
under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. 1 Sa 31:12f 
13 So Saul died for his trespass 
which he committed against the 
Lorp, because of the word of the Lorp 
which he did not keep; and also be- 
cause he asked counsel of a medium, 
making inquiry of it, 1 Sa 13:13, 14; 15:23 
14 and did not inquire of the 
Lorp. Therefore He killed him and 
Rturned the kingdom to David the son 
of Jesse. 1 Sa 15:28; 1 Ch 12:23 


David Made King over All Israel 
l Then all Israel gathered to 
David at Hebron and said, “Be- 
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hold, we are your bone and your 
flesh. 

2 “In times past, even when Saul 
was king, you were the one who led 
out and brought in Israel; and the 
Lorp your God said to you, ‘®You 
shall shepherd My people Israel, and 
you shall be prince over My people Is- 

el!” 2 Sa 5:2; 7:7 

3 So all the elders of Israel came 
to the king at Hebron, and David 
made a covenant with them in Hebron 
before the Lorp; and they anointed 
David king over Israel, according to 
the word of the Lorp through Samuel. 


Jerusalem, Capital City 

4 Then David and all Israel went 
to Jerusalem (that is, Jebus); and the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, 
were there. Jos 15:8, 63; Ju 1:21 

5 The inhabitants of Jebus said 
to David, “You shall not enter here.” 
Nevertheless David captured the 
stronghold of Zion (that is, the city of 
David). 

6 Now David had said, “Whoever 
strikes down a Jebusite first shall be 
chief and commander.” §Joab the son 
of Zeruiah went up first, so he became 
chief. 2 Sa 8:16 

7 Then David dwelt in the 
stronghold; therefore it was called the 
city of David. 

8 He ‘built the city all around, 
from the FMillo even to the sur- 
rounding area; and Joab repaired the 
rest of the city. Or fortified 

9 RDavid became greater and 
greater, for the Lorp of hosts was 
with him. 2Sa 3:1 


David’s Mighty Men 

10 Now these are the heads of the 
mighty men whom David had, who 
gave him strong support in his king- 
dom, together with all Israel, to make 
him king, according to the word of the 
Lorp concerning Israel. 

11 These constitute the list of the 
mighty men whom David had: 
Jashobeam, the son of a Hachmonite, 
the chief of the thirty; he lifted up his 
spear against three hundred whom he 
killed at one time. 

12 After him was Eleazar the son 
of §Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one 
of the three mighty men. 1 Ch 27:4 
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13 He was with David at 'Pas- 
dammim ®when the Philistines were 
gathered together there to battle, and 
there was a plot of ground full of bar- 
ley; and the people fled before the Phil- 
istines. In 1 Sa 17:1, Epesdammim e 2 Sa 23:11, 12 

14 They took their stand in the 
midst of the plot and defended it, and 
struck down the Philistines; and the 
Lorp saved them by a great victory. 

15 Now three of the thirty chief 
men went down to the rock to David, 
into the cave of Adullam, while ®the 
army of the Philistines was camping 
in the valley of Rephaim. 1 Ch 14:9 

16 David was then in the strong- 
hold, while the garrison of the 
Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 

17 David had a craving and said, 
“Oh that someone would give me 
water to drink from the well of Beth- 
lehem, which is by the gate!” 

18 So the three broke through the 
camp of the Philistines and drew 
water from the well of Bethlehem 
which was by the gate, and took it 
and brought it to David; nevertheless 
David would not drink it, but poured 
it out to the Lorp; 

19 and he said, “Be it far from me 
before my God that I should do this. 
Shall I drink the blood of these men 
who went tat the risk of their lives? 
For at the risk of their lives they 
brought it.” Therefore he would not 
drink it. These things the three 
mighty men did. Lit with their souls 

20 As for Abshai the brother of 
Joab, he was chief of the thirty, and 
he swung his spear against three hun- 
dred and killed them; and he had a 
name as well as the thirty. 

21 Of the three in the second rank 
he was the most honored and became 
their commander; however, he did not 
attain to the first three. 

22 ®Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, 
mighty in deeds, struck down the "two 
sons of Ariel of Moab. He also went 
down and killed a lion inside a pit on 
a SNOWY day. 2 Sa 8:18 © Or two lion-like heroes of 

23 He killed an Egyptian, a man of 
great stature five cubits tall. Now in 
the Egyptian’s hand was a spear like 
a weaver’s beam, but he went down to 
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him with a club and snatched the 
spear from the Egyptian’s hand and 
killed him with his own spear. 

24 These things Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada did, and had a name as 
well as the three mighty men. 

25 Behold, he was honored among 
the thirty, but he did not attain to the 
three; and David appointed him over 
his guard. 

26 Now the mighty men of the 
armies were Asahel the brother of 
Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo of 
Bethlehem, 

27 ™Shammoth the Harorite, Helez 
the Pelonite, m2 Sa 23:25, Shammah the Harodite 

28 Ira the son of Ikkesh the 
Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 

29 'Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai 
the Ahohite, In 2 Sa 23:27, Mebunnai 

30 Maharai the Netophathite, 
THeled the son of Baanah the Ne- 
tophathite, In 2 Sa 23:29, Heleb 

31 Ithaithe son of Ribai of Gibeah 
of the sons of Benjamin, Benaiah the 
Pirathonite, 

32 ‘Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, 
Abiel the Arbathite, In 2 Sa 23:30, Hiddai 

33 Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eli- 
ahba the Shaalbonite, 

34 the sons of ‘Hashem the Gi- 
zonite, Jonathan the son of Shagee 
the Hararite, In 2 Sa 23:32, Jashen 

35 Ahiam the son of Sacar the 
Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur, 

36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahi- 
jah the Pelonite, 

37 Hezro the Carmelite, 'Naarai 
the son of Ezbai, In 2 Sa 23:35, Paarai the Arbite 

38 Joel the brother of Nathan, 
Mibhar the son of Hagri, 

39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai 
the Berothite, the armor bearer of 
Joab the son of Zeruiah, 

Gareb the 


40 Ira the _ Ithrite, 
Ithrite, 

41 Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the 
son of Ahlai, 

42 Adina the son of Shiza the 
Reubenite, a chief of the Reubenites, 
and thirty with him, 

43 Hanan the son of Maacah and 
Joshaphat the Mithnite, 

44 Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama 
and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the 
Aroerite, 

45 Jediael the son of Shimri and 
Joha his brother, the Tizite, 
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46 Eliel the Mahavite and Jeribai 
and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, 
and Ithmah the Moabite, 

47 Eliel and Obed and Jaasiel the 
Mezobaite. 


David’s Supporters in Ziklag 

| oy albustie these are the ones who 
came to David at Ziklag, while 

he was still restricted because of Saul 

the son of Kish; and they were among 

the mighty men who helped him in 

Wal. 1 Sa 27:2-6 

2 They were equipped with 
bows, using both the right hand and 
the left to sling stones and to shoot 
arrows from the bow; they were 
Saul’s kinsmen from Benjamin. 

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then 
Joash, the sons of Shemaah the 
Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the 
sons of Azmaveth, and Beracah and 
Jehu the Anathothite, 

4 and Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a 
mighty man among the thirty, and 
over the thirty. ‘Then Jeremiah, Ja- 
haziel, Johanan, Jozabad the Gedera- 
thite, In He the beginning of v 5, making 41 vv in ch 

5 Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, She- 
mariah, Shephatiah the Haruphite, 

6 Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, 
Joezer, Jashobeam, the Korahites, 

7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the 
sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 

8 From the Gadites there 'came 
over to David in the stronghold in the 
wilderness, mighty men of valor, men 
trained for war, who could handle 
shield and spear, and whose faces 
were like the faces of lions, and ®they 
were as swift as the gazelles on the 
mountains. Lit separated themselves ¢ 2 Sa 2:18 

9 Ezer was the first, Obadiah the 
second, Eliab the third, 

10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jere- 
miah the fifth, 

11 Attai the sixth, Eliel the sev- 
enth, 

12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad 
the ninth, 

13 Jeremiah the tenth, Machban- 
nai the eleventh. 

14 These of the sons of Gad were 
Teaptains of the army; he who was 
least was equal to a hundred and the 
greatest to a thousand. or chiefs « De 32:30 

15 These are the ones who 
crossed the Jordan in the first month 
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when it was overflowing all its banks 
and they put to flight all those in the 
valleys, both to the east and to the 
west. Jos 3:15; 4:18 

16 Then some of the sons of Ben- 
jamin and Judah came to the strong- 
hold to David. 

17 David went out to meet them, 
and said to them, “If you come peace- 
fully to me to help me, my heart shall 
be united with you; but if to betray me 
to my adversaries, since there is no 
wrong in my hands, may the God of 
our fathers look on it and decide.” 

18 Then the Spirit came upon 
Amasai, who was the chief of the 
thirty, and he said, 

“We are yours, O David, 

And with you, O son of Jesse! 
Peace, peace to you, 

And peace to him who helps 

you; 
Indeed, your God helps you!” 
Then David received them and 
made them captains of the band. 

19 From Manasseh also some de- 
fected to David when he was about to 
go to battle with the Philistines 
against Saul. But they did not help 
them, for the lords of the Philistines 
after consultation sent him away, say- 
ing, “At the cost of our heads he may 
defect to his master Saul.” 1 Sa 29:2-9 

20 As he went to Ziklag there de- 
fected to him from Manasseh: Adnah, 
Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, 
Elihu and Zillethai, captains of thou- 
sands who belonged to Manasseh. 

21 They helped David against ®the 
band of raiders, for they were all 
mighty men of valor, and were cap- 
tains in the army. 1 Sa 30:1 

22 For day by day men came to 
David to help him, until there was a 
great army like the army of God. 


Supporters Gathered at Hebron 

23 Now these are the numbers of 
the divisions equipped for war, }who 
came to David at Hebron, 8to turn the 
kingdom of Saul to him, according to 
the word of the LorD. 25a2:3,4*1Ch 10:14 

24 The sons of Judah who bore 
shield and spear were 6,800, equipped 
for war. 

25 Of the sons of Simeon, mighty 
men of valor for war, 7,100. 

26 Of the sons of Levi 4,600. 
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27 Now Jehoiada was the leader 
of the house of Aaron, and with him 
were 3,700, 

28 also Zadok, a young man 
mighty of valor, and of his father’s 
house twenty-two captains. 

29 Of the sons of Benjamin, Saul’s 
kinsmen, 3,000; for until now the 
greatest part of them had kept their 
allegiance to the house of Saul. 

30 Of the sons of Ephraim 20,800, 
mighty men of valor, famous men in 
their fathers’ households. 

31 Of the half-tribe of Manasseh 
18,000, who were designated by name 
to come and make David king. 

32 Of the sons of Issachar, men 
who understood the times, with 
knowledge of what Israel should do, 
their chiefs were two hundred; and all 
their kinsmen were at their command. 

33. Of Zebulun, there were 50,000 
who went out in the army, who could 
draw up in battle formation with all 
kinds of weapons of war and helped 
David with an undivided heart. Ps 12:2 

34 Of Naphtali there were 1,000 
captains, and with them 37,000 with 
shield and spear. 

35 Of the Danites who could draw 
up in battle formation, there were 


36 Of Asher there were 40,000 
who went out in the army to draw up 
in battle formation. 

37 From the other side of the Jor- 
dan, of the Reubenites and the Ga- 
dites and of the _ half-tribe of 
Manasseh, there were 120,000 with all 
kinds of weapons of war for the battle. 

38 All these, being men of war 
who could draw up in battle forma- 
tion, came to Hebron with a perfect 
heart to make David king over all Is- 
rael; and all the rest also of Israel 
were of one mind to make David 
king. 

39 They were there with David 
three days, eating and drinking, for 
their kinsmen had prepared for them. 

40 Moreover those who were near 
to them, even as far as Issachar and 
Zebulun and Naphtali, Sbrought food 
on donkeys, camels, mules and on 
oxen, great quantities of flour cakes, 
fig cakes and bunches of raisins, 
wine, oil, oxen and sheep. There was 
joy indeed i in Israel. 1 Sa 25:18 
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Peril in Transporting the Ark 

] €¥ Then David consulted with the 
captains of the thousands and 

the hundreds, even with every leader. 

2 David said to all the assembly 
of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and 
if it is from the Lorp our God, let us 
send everywhere to our kinsmen who 
remain in all the land of Israel, also to 
the priests and Levites who are with 
them in their cities with pasture 
lands, that they may meet with us; 

3 and let us bring back the ark of 
our God to us, 8for we did not seek it 
in the days of Saul.” 1Sa 7:1,2 
4 Then all the assembly said that 

they would do so, for the thing was 
right in the eyes of all the people. 

5 RSo David assembled all Israel 
together, from the Shihor of Egypt 
even to the entrance of Hamath, 8to 
bring the ark of God from Kiriath- 
jearim.  2Sa6:1;1Ki8:65; 1 Ch 15:3¢ 1 Sa 6:21; 7:1 

6 David and all Israel went up to 
Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, 
which belongs to Judah, to bring up 
from there the ark of God, the Lorp 
who is enthroned above the cheru- 
bim, where His name is called. 

- 7 They ‘carried the ark of God 
on a new cart from "the house of Abi- 
nadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the 
cart. Lit caused to ride * 1 Sa 7:1 

8 David and all Israel were cele- 
brating before God with all their 
might, even with songs and with 
lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals 
and with trumpets. 1Ch 15:16 

9 When they came to &the 
threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put 
out his hand to hold the ark, because 
the oxen nearly upset it. 2Sa 6:6 

10 The anger of the Lorp burned 
against Uzza, so He struck him down 
because he put out his hand to the 
ark; and he died there before God. 

11 Then David became angry be- 
cause of the Lorp’s outburst against 
Uzza; and he called that place 'Perez- 
uzza to this day. 

12 David was afraid of God that 
day, saying, “How can I bring the ark 
of God home to me?” 

13 So David did not take the ark 
with him to the city of David, but took 
it aside ®to the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite. 1 Ch 15:25 

14. Thus the ark of God remained 
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with the family of Obed-edom in his 
house three months; and ®the Lorp 
blessed the family of Obed-edom with 
all that he had. 1 Ch 26:4,5 


David’s Family Enlarged 

l Ae Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David with cedar 

trees, masons and carpenters, to build 

a house for him. 28a 5:11 

2 And David realized that the 
Lorp had established him as king 
over Israel, and that his kingdom was 
highly exalted, for the sake of His 
people Israel. 

3 Then David took more wives at 
Jerusalem, and David became the fa- 
ther of more sons and daughters. 

4 These are the names of the 
children born to him in Jerusalem: 
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 

5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet, 

6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 


7 Elishama, Beeliada and 
Eliphelet. 
Philistines Defeated 


8 When the Philistines heard that 
David had been anointed king over all 
Israel, all the Philistines went up in 
search of David; and David heard of it 
and went out against them. 

9 Now the Philistines had come 
and ®made a raid in the valley of 
Rephaim. 1 Ch 11:15; 14:13 

10 David inquired of God, saying, 
“Shall I go up against the Philistines? 
And will You give them into my 
hand?” Then the Lorp said to him, 
“Go up, for I will give them into your 
hand.” 

11 So they came up to Baal-per- 
azim, and David ‘defeated them 
there; and David said, “God has bro- 
ken through my enemies by my hand, 
like the breakthrough of waters.” 
Therefore they named that place 
FBaal-perazim. Lit smote 

12 They abandoned their gods 
there; so David gave the order and 
they were burned with fire. 

13 The Philistines made ®yet an- 
other raid in the valley. 1 Ch 14:9 

14 David inquired again of God, 
and God said to him, “You shall not 


13:11 Le. the breakthrough of Uzza_ 14:11 Ie. the 
master of breakthrough 
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go up after them; circle around 'be- 
hind them and come at them in front 
of the balsam trees. Lit from upon 

15 “It shall be when you hear the 
sound of marching in the tops of the 
balsam trees, then you shall go out to 
battle, for God will have gone out be- 
fore you to strike the army of the 
Philistines.” 

16 David did just as God had com- 
manded him, and they struck down 
the army of the Philistines from 
Gibeon even as far as Gezer. 

17 Then the fame of David went 
out into all the lands; and 8the Lorp 
brought the fear of him on all the na- 


tions. Ex 15:14-16; De 2:25 
Plans to Move the Ark to 
Jerusalem 


Lb David built houses for 
himself in the city of David; and 
he prepared a place for the ark of God 
and pitched a tent for it. 

2 Then David said, “8No one is to 
carry the ark of God but the Levites; 
for the Lorp chose them to carry the 
ark of God and to minister to Him for- 
ever.” Nu 4:15; De 10:8 

3 And ®David assembled all Is- 
rael at Jerusalem to bring up the ark 
of the Lorp to its place which he had 
prepared for it. 1 Ki 8:1; 1 Ch 13:5 

4 David gathered together the 
sons of Aaron and the Levites: 

5 of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the 
chief, and 120 of his relatives; 

6 of the sons of Merari, Asaiah 
the chief, and 220 of his relatives; 

7 of the sons of Gershom, Joel 
the chief, and 130 of his relatives; 

8 of the sons of Elizaphan, She- 
maiah the chief, and 200 of his rela- 
tives; 

9 of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the 
chief, and 80 of his relatives; 

10 of the sons of Uzziel, Ammi- 
nadab the chief, and 112 of his rela- 
tives. 

11 Then David called for ‘Zadok 
and Abiathar the priests, and for the 
Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, She- 
maiah, Eliel and Amminadab, 1 cn 12:28 

12 and said to them, “You are the 
heads of the fathers’ households of 
the Levites; ®consecrate yourselves 
both you and your relatives, that you 
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may bring up the ark of the Lorp God 
of Israel 8to the place that I have pre- 
pared for it.  &x 19:14, 15; 2 Ch 35:6 «1 Ch 15:1,3 

13 “Because you did not carry it at 
the first, the Lorp our God made an 


outburst on us, for we did not seek | 


Him according to the ordinance.” — 

14 So the priests and the Levites 
consecrated themselves to bring up 
the ark of the Lorp God of Israel. 

15 The sons of ®the Levites car- 
ried the ark of God on their shoulders 
with the poles thereon, as Moses had 
commanded according to the word of 
the Lorp. Ex 25:14; Nu 4:5f 

16 Then David spoke to the chiefs 
of the Levites to appoint their rela- 


tives the singers, with instruments of | 


music, harps, lyres, loud-sounding 
cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. 

17 So the Levites appointed He- 
man the son of Joel, and from his 
relatives, Asaph the son of Bere- 
chiah; and from the sons of Merari 
their relatives, Ethan the son of 
Kushaiah, 

18 and with them their relatives of 
the second rank, Zechariah, Ben, 
Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, 
Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, 
Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-edom 
and Jeiel, the gatekeepers. 

19 So the singers, Heman, Asaph 
and Ethan were appointed to sound 
aloud cymbals of bronze; 

20 and Zechariah, Aziel, Shemi- 
ramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah 
and Benaiah, with "harps tuned to 
Ralamoth; Or harps of maiden-like tone ¢ Ps 46: title 

21 and Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, 
Mikneiah, Obed-edom, Jeiel and 
Azaziah, to lead with ‘lyres tuned to 
Rthe sheminith. Or octave harps ® Ps 6: title 

22 Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, 
was in charge of the singing; he gave 
instruction in singing because he was 
skillful. 

23 Berechiah and Elkanah were 
gatekeepers for the ark. 

24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Netha- 
nel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah 
and Eliezer, the priests, ®blew the 
trumpets before the ark of God. Obed- 
edom and Jehiah also were gatekeep- 
ers for the ark. 1 Ch 15:28; 16:6 

25 So it was David, with the eld- 
ers of Israel and the captains over 
thousands, who went to bring up the 
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ark of the covenant of the Lorp from 
the house of Obed-edom with joy. 

26 Because God was helping the 
Levites who were carrying the ark of 
the covenant of the Lorp, they sacri- 
ficed seven bulls and seven rams. 

27 Now David was clothed with a 
robe of fine linen with all the Levites 
who were carrying the ark, and the 
singers and Chenaniah the leader of 
the singing with the singers. "David 
also wore an ephod of linen. = 2sa6-14 

28 Thus all Israel brought up the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp with 
shouting, and with sound of the horn, 
- with trumpets, with loud-sounding 
cymbals, with harps and lyres. 

29 It happened when the ark of 
the covenant of the Lorp came to the 
city of David, that "Michal the daugh- 
ter of Saul looked out of the window 
and saw King David leaping and cel- 
ebrating; and she despised him in her 
heart. 2 Sa 3:13f; 6:16 


A Tent for the Ark 

1 And they brought in the ark of 
God and ®placed it inside the 

tent which David had pitched for it, 

and they offered burnt offerings and 

peace offerings before God. 1 ch15:1 

2 When David had finished of- 
fering the burnt offering and the 
peace offerings, he blessed the people 
in the name of the Lorp. 

3 He distributed to everyone of 
Israel, both man and woman, to 
everyone a loaf of bread and a portion 
of meat and a raisin cake. 

4 He appointed some of the 
Levites as ministers before the ark of 
the Lorp, even to celebrate and to 
thank and praise the Lorp God of Is- 
rael: 
5 Asaph the chief, and second to 
him Zechariah, then "Jeiel, Shemi- 
ramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Be- 
naiah, Obed-edom and Jeiel, with 
musical instruments, harps, lyres; 
also Asaph played loud-sounding 
cymbals, In 1 Ch 15:18, Jaaziel 

6 and Benaiah and Jahaziel the 
priests blew trumpets continually be- 
fore the ark of the covenant of God. 

7 Then on that day David "first 
assigned Asaph and his relatives to 
give thanks to the Lorp. 2 Sa 22:1; 23:1 
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Psalm of Thanksgiving 
8 Oh give thanks to the Lorp, 
call upon His name; 
Make known His deeds 
among the peoples. 
yw 9, Sing to Him, sing praises to 


Him 
’Speak of all His wonders. 
10 Glory in His holy name; 

Let the heart of those who 
seek the Lorp be glad. 

yg 11 RSeek the Lorp and His 
strength; 

Seek His face continually. ps 24:6 

12 Remember His wonderful 
deeds which He has done, 

His marvels and the 
judgments from His mouth, 

13 O seed of Israel His servant, 

Sons of Jacob, His chosen 
ones! 

14 He is the Lorp our God; 

RHis judgments are in all the 
earth. Ps 48:10 

15 Remember His covenant 
forever, 

The word which He 
commanded to a thousand 
generations, 

16 The covenant which He made 
with Abraham, 

And His oath to Isaac. 

17 ®He also confirmed it to Jacob 
for a statute, 

To Israel as an everlasting 
covenant, Ge 35:11, 12 

18 Saying, RTO you I will give the 
land of Canaan, 

As the portion of your 


inheritance.” Ge 13:15 
19 When they were only a few in 
number, 


Very few, and strangers in it, 
20 And they wandered about 
from nation to nation, 
And from one kingdom to 
another people, 
21 He permitted no man to 
oppress them, 
And ‘He reproved kings for 
their sakes, saying, 
22 “Do not touch My anointed 
ones, 
And ®do My prophets no 
harm.” Ge 20:7 
23 Sing to the Lorp, all the earth; 


% 16:9 16:9 Or Meditate on % 16:11-12 


1 CHRONICLES 16:24 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


Proclaim good tidings of His 
salvation from day to day. 

Tell of His glory among the 
nations, 

His wonderful deeds among 
all the peoples. 

For ®great is the Lorp, and 
greatly to be praised; 

He also is 8to be feared above 
all gods. Ps 144:3-6 © Ps 89:7 

For all the gods of the peoples 
are idols, 

RBut the Lorp made the 
heavens. Le 19:4 © Ps 102:25 

Splendor and majesty are 
before Him, 

Strength and joy are in His 
place. 

Ascribe to the Lorp, O 
families of the peoples, 

Ascribe to the Lorp glory and 
strength. 

Ascribe to the Lorp the glory 
due His name; 

Bring an ‘offering, and come 
before Him; 

i es the Lorp in holy 
arfa Or a grain offering ¢ Ps 29:2 

ated before Him, all the 
earth; 

Indeed, the world is firmly 
established, it will not be 
moved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and 
let the earth rejoice; 

And let them say among 
the nations, “The Lorp 
reigns.” 

RLet the sea ‘roar, and all it 
contains; 

Let the field exult, and all that 
is in it. Ps 98:7 ¢ Or thunder 

Then the trees of the forest 
will sing for joy before the 
Lorp; 

For He is coming to judge the 
earth. 

O give thanks to the Lorp, for 
He is good; 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 

Then say, “Save us, O God of 
our salvation, 

And gather us and deliver us 
from the nations, 

To give thanks to Your holy 
name, 

And glory in Your praise.” 
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36 Blessed be the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, 
From everlasting even to 
everlasting. 
Then all the people said, “Amen,” 
and praised the LorD. 1 Ki 8:15, 56; Ps 72:18 


Worship before the Ark 

37 So he left Asaph and his rela- 
tives there before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp to minister be- 
fore the ark continually, 8as every 
day’s work required; 2 Ch 8:14; Ez 3:4 

38 and Obed-edom with his 68 
relatives; Obed-edom, also the son 
of Jeduthun, and Hosah as gate- 
keepers. 

39 He left Zadok the priest and 
his relatives the priests before the 
tabernacle of the Lorp in the high 
place which was at Gibeon, 1h 15:11 

40 to offer burnt offerings to the 
Lorp on the altar of burnt offering 
continually morning and evening, 
Reven according to all that is written 
in the law of the Lorp, which He 
commanded Israel. Ex 29:38-42: Nu 28:3, 4 

41 With them were SHeman and 
Jeduthun, and ®the rest who were 
chosen, who were designated by 
name, to ®give thanks to the Lorp, be- 
cause His lovingkindness is everlast- 
ing. 1 Ch 6:33 © 1 Ch 25:1-6 © 2 Ch 5:13 

42 And with them were Heman 
and Jeduthun with trumpets and cym- 
bals for those who should sound 
aloud, and with instruments for "the 
songs of God, and the sons of Je- 
duthun for the gate. 10h25:7;2 Ch 7:6: 29:27 

43 ®Then all the people departed 
each to his house, and David returned 
to bless his household. 2 Sa 6:19 


God’s Covenant with David 
l fete it came about, when David 
_@ dwelt in his house, that David 
said to Nathan the prophet, “Behold, I 
am dwelling in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of the covenant of the Lorp is 
under curtains.” 2 Sa 7:1-29 
2 Then Nathan said to David, 
“Do all that is in your heart, for God is 
with you.” 
3 It came about the same night 
that the word of God came to Nathan, 
saying, 
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4 “Go and tell David My servant, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, “You shall not 
build a house for Me to dwell in; 

‘5 for I have not dwelt in a house 
since the day that I brought up Israel 
to this day, ®but I have Tgone from tent 
to tent and from one dwelling place to 
another. Ex 40:2, 3; 2 Sa 7:6 « Lit been 

6 “In all places where I have 
walked with all Israel, have I spoken 
a word &with any of the judges of Is- 
rael, whom I commanded to shep- 
herd My people, saying, ‘Why have 
you not built for Me a house of 
cedar?’”’ 2S$a7:7 

7 “Now, therefore, thus shall you 
say to My servant David, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp of hosts, “I took you from 
the pasture, from following the 
sheep, to be leader over My people 
Israel. 

8 “Ihave been with you wherever 
you have gone, and have cut off all 
your enemies from before you; and I 
will make you a name like the name 
of the great ones who are in the earth. 

9 “I will appoint a place for My 
people Israel, and will plant them, so 
that they may dwell in their own place 
and not be moved again; and the 
Twicked will not waste them anymore 
as formerly, Lit sons of wickedness 

10 even from the day that I com- 
manded judges to be over My people 
Israel. And I will subdue all your ene- 
mies. 

Moreover, | tell you that the Lorp 
will build a house for you. 

11 “When your days are fulfilled 
that you must go to be with your fa- 
thers, that I will set up one of your 
Tdescendants after you, who will be of 
your sons; and I will establish his 
kingdom. Lit seed 

12 “He shall build for Me a house, 
and I will establish his throne forever. 

13 “RI will be his father and he 
shall be My son; and I will not take 
My lovingkindness away from him, 
Ras I took it from him who was before 
you 2 Co 6:18; He 1:5 ¢ 1 Ch 10:14 

14 “But I will settle him in My 
house and in My kingdom forever, 
and his throne shall be established 
forever.”’” 

15 According to all these words 
and according to all this vision, so 
Nathan spoke to David. 
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David’s Prayer in Response 

16 Then David the king went in 
and sat before the Lorp and said, 
“RWho am I, O Lorp God, and what is 
my house that You have brought me 
this far? 2 Sa 7:18 

17 “This was a small thing in Your 
eyes, O God; but You have spoken of 
Your servant’s house for a great while 
to come, and have regarded me ac- 
cording to the standard of a man of 
high degree, O Lorp God. 

18 “What more can David still say 
to You concerning the honor be- 
stowed on Your servant? For You 
know Your servant. 

19 “O Lorpb, 8for Your servant’s 
sake, and according to Your own 
heart, You have wrought all this great- 
ness, to make known all these great 
things. 2 Sa 7:21; Is 37:35 

20 “O Lorp, there is none like You, 
nor is there any God besides You, ac- 
cording to all that we have heard with 
our ears. 

21 “And what one nation in the 
earth is like Your people Israel, whom 
God went to redeem for Himself 
as a people, to make You a name 
by great and terrible things, in driv- 
ing out nations from before Your peo- 
ple, whom You redeemed out of 
Egypt? 

22 “For Your people Israel You 
made Your own people forever, and 
You, O Lorpb, became their God. 

23 “Now, O Lor», let the word that 
You have spoken concerning Your Ser- 
vant and concerning his house be es- 
tablished forever, and do as You have 
spoken. 

24 “Let Your name be established 
and magnified forever, saying, “The 
Lorp of hosts is the God of Israel, 
even a God to Israel; and the house of 
David Your servant is established be- 
fore You.’ 

25 “For You, O my God, have re- 
vealed to Your servant that You will 
build for him a house; therefore Your 
servant has found courage to pray be- 
fore You. 

26 “Now, O Lorp, You are God, 
and have ‘promised this good thing to 
Your servant. Lit said 

27 “And now it has pleased You to 
bless the house of Your servant, that it 
may ‘continue forever before You; for 
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You, O Lorp, have blessed, and it is 
blessed forever.” Lit be 


David’s Kingdom Strengthened 
l Sion after this ®it came about 
that David defeated the Phili- 
stines and subdued them and took 
Gath and its towns from the hand of 
the Philistines. 2 Sa 8:1-18 

2 He defeated Moab, and the 
Moabites became servants to David, 
bringing tribute. 

3 David also defeated Hadadezer 
king of Zobah as far as Hamath, as he 
went to establish his 'rule to the Eu- 
phrates River. Lit hand 

4 David took from him 1,000 
chariots and 7,000 horsemen and 
20,000 foot soldiers, and David ham- 
strung all the chariot horses, but re- 
served enough of them for 100 
chariots. 

5 When the Arameans of ‘Dam- 
ascus came to help Hadadezer king 
Rof Zobah, David killed 22,000 men of 
the Arameans. Heb Darmesegq ® 1 Ch 19:6 

6 Then David put garrisons 
among the Arameans of Damascus; 
and the Arameans became servants to 
David, bringing tribute. And the Lorp 
helped David wherever he went. 

7 David took the shields of gold 
which were ‘carried by the servants 
of Hadadezer and brought them to 
Jerusalem. Lit on 

8 Also from 'Tibhath and from 
Cun, cities of Hadadezer, David took a 
very large amount of bronze, with 
which 8Solomon made the bronze sea 
and the pillars and the bronze uten- 
sils. In 2 Sa 8:8, Betah © 1 Ki 7:40-47; 2 Ch 4:11-18 

9 Now when ‘Tou king of 
Hamath heard that David had ‘de- 
feated all the army of Hadadezer king 
of Zobah, In 2 Sa 8:9, Toi Lit smitten 

10 he sent Hadoram his son to 
King David to greet him and to bless 
him, because he had fought against 
Hadadezer and had defeated him; for 
Hadadezer had been at war with Tou. 
And Hadoram brought all kinds of ar- 
ticles of gold and silver and bronze. 

11 King David also dedicated 
these to the Lorp with the silver and 
the gold which he had carried away 
from all the nations: from Edom, 
Moab, the sons of Ammon, the 
Philistines, and from Amalek. 
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12 Moreover Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah ‘defeated 18,000 Edomites in 
the Valley of Salt. ___ Lit smote 

13. Then he put garrisons in Edom, 
and all the Edomites became servants 
to David. And the Lorp helped David 
wherever he went. 

14 So David reigned over all Is- 
rael; and he administered justice and 
righteousness for all his people. 

15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was 
over the army, and Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud was recorder; 1 Ch 11:6 

16 and Zadok the son of Ahitub 
and Abimelech the son of Abiathar 
were priests, and Shavsha was secre- 
tary; 

17 and Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada was over the Cherethites and 
the Pelethites, and the sons of David 
were chiefs at the king’s side. 


David’s Messengers Abused 
190% it came about after this, 
that Nahash the king of the sons 
of Ammon died, and his son became 
king in his place. 2 Sa 10:1-19 

2 Then David said, “I will show 
kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, 
because his father showed kindness 
to me.” So David sent messengers to 
console him concerning his father. 
And David’s servants came into the 
land of the sons of Ammon to Hanun 
to console him. 

3 But the princes of the sons of 
Ammon said to Hanun, “Do you think 
that David is honoring your father, in 
that he has sent comforters to you? 
Have not his servants come to you to 
search and to overthrow and to spy 
out the land?” 

4 So Hanun took David’s ser- 
vants and shaved them and cut off 
their garments in the middle as far as 
their hips, and sent them away. 

5 Then certain persons went and 
told David about the men. And he sent 
to meet them, for the men were 
greatly humiliated. And the king said, 
“TStay at Jericho until your beards 
grow, and then return.” Lit Return to 

6 When the sons of Ammon saw 
that they had made themselves odious 
to David, Hanun and the sons of 
Ammon sent 1,000 talents of silver to 
hire for themselves chariots and 
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horsemen from Mesopotamia, from 
Aram-maacah and from Zobah. 

7 So they hired for themselves 
32,000 chariots, and the king of 
Maacah and his people, who came 
and camped before Medeba. And the 
sons of Ammon gathered together 
from their cities and came to battle. 

8 When David heard of it, he sent 
Joab and all the army, the mighty 
men. 

9 The sons of Ammon came out 
and drew up in battle array at the en- 
trance of the city, and the kings who 
aes were by themselves in the 
ield. 


Ammon and Aram Defeated 

10 Now when Joab saw that the 
Thattle was set against him in front 
and in the rear, he selected from all 
the choice men of Israel and they 
arrayed themselves against the Ara- 
means. Lit the face of the battle 

11 But the remainder of the peo- 
ple he placed in the hand of Abshai 
his brother; and they arrayed them- 
selves against the sons of Ammon. 

12 He said, “If the Arameans are 
too strong for me, then you shall help 
me; but if the sons of Ammon are too 
strong for you, then I will help you. 

13 “Be strong, and let us show 
ourselves courageous for the sake of 
our people and for the cities of our 
God; and may the Lorp do what is 
good in His sight.” 

14 So Joab and the people who 
were with him drew near to the battle 
against the Arameans, and they fled 
before him. 

15 When the sons of Ammon saw 
that the Arameans fled, they also fled 
before Abshai his brother and entered 
the city. Then Joab came to Jeru- 
salem. 

16 When the Arameans saw that 
they had been ‘defeated by Israel, 
they sent messengers and brought out 
the Arameans who were beyond the 
FRiver, with Shophach the com- 
mander of the army of Hadadezer 
leading them. Lit smitten before 

17 When it was told David, he 
gathered all Israel together and 
crossed the Jordan, and came upon 
them and drew up in_ formation 
against them. And when David drew 
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up in battle array against the 
Arameans, they fought against him. 

18 The Arameans fled before Is- 
rael, and David killed of the 
Arameans 7,000 charioteers and 
40,000 foot soldiers, and put to death 
Shophach the commander of the 
army. 

19 So when the servants of 
Hadadezer saw that they were de- 
feated by Israel, they made peace with 
David and served him. Thus the 
Arameans were not willing to help the 
sons of Ammon anymore. 


War with Philistine Giants 
20. it happened in the spring, 
at the time when kings go out to 
battle, that Joab led out the army and 
ravaged the land of the sons of 
Ammon, and came and besieged Rab- 
bah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. 
And ®Joab struck Rabbah and over- 
threw it. 2 Sa 11:1 © 2 Sa 12:26 
2 RDavid took the crown of "their 
king from his head, and he found it to 
weigh a talent of gold, and there was 
a precious stone in it; and it was 
placed on David’s head. And he 
brought out the spoil of the city, a very 
great amount. 2 Sa 12:30,31 ¢ In Zep 1:5, Maleam 
3 He brought out the people who 
were in it, 8and cut them with saws 
and with sharp instruments and with 
axes. And thus David did to all the 
cities of the sons of Ammon. Then 
David and all the people returned to 
Jerusalem. 2 Sa 12:31 
4 RNow it came about after this, 
that war broke out at 'Gezer with the 
Philistines; then Sibbecai the 
Hushathite killed Sippai, one of the 
descendants of the giants, and they 
were subdued. 25Sa21:18-22 « In 2 Sa 21:18, Gob 
5 And there was war with the 
Philistines again, and Elhanan the 
son of ®Jair “killed Lahmi the brother 
of Goliath the Gittite, the ®shaft of 
whose spear was like a weaver’s 
beam.  2Sa 21:19 * Lit smote ¢ 1 Sa 17:7; 1 Ch 11:23 
6 Again there was war at Gath, 
where there was a man of great 
stature who had twenty-four fingers 
and toes, six fingers on each hand and 
six toes on each foot; and he also was 
descended from the giants. 


19:16 I.e. Euphrates 
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7 When he taunted Israel, 
Jonathan the son of Shimea, David’s 
brother, "killed him. Lit smote 

8 These were descended from 
the giants in Gath, and they fell by the 
hand of David and by the hand of his 
servants. 


Census Brings Pestilence 

y Pho Satan stood up against 
Israel and moved David to num- 

ber Israel. 2 Sa 24:1-25 

2 So David said to Joab and to 
the princes of the people, “Go, num- 
ber Israel from Beersheba even to 
Dan, and bring me word that I may 
know their number.” 1 Ch 27:23, 24 

3 Joab said, “RMay the Lorp add 
to His people a hundred times as 
many as they are! But, my lord the 
king, are they not all my lord’s ser- 
vants? Why does my lord seek this 
thing? Why should he be a cause of 
guilt to Israel?” De 1:11 

4 Nevertheless, the king’s word 
prevailed against Joab. Therefore, 
Joab departed and went throughout 
all Israel, and came to Jerusalem. 

5 Joab gave the number of the 
census of all the people to David. And 
all Israel were 1,100,000 men who 
drew the sword; and Judah was 
470,000 men who drew the sword. 

6 But he did not "number Levi 
and Benjamin among them, for the 
king’s ‘command was abhorrent to 
Joab. 1 Ch 27:24 © Lit muster © Lit word 

7 God was displeased with this 
thing, so He struck Israel. 

8 David said to God, “I have 
sinned greatly, in that I have done this 
thing. 'But now, please take away the 
iniquity of Your servant, for I have 
done very foolishly.” 2 Sa 12:13 

9 The Lorp spoke to 8Gad, 
David’s seer, Saying, 2a 24:11; 1 Ch 29:29 

10 “Go and speak to David, say- 
ing, “Thus says the Lorp, “I offer you 
three things; choose for yourself one 
of them, which I will do to you.”’” 

11 So Gad came to David and said 
to him, “Thus says the Lorn, ‘Take for 
yourself 

12 either three years of famine, or 
three months to be swept away before 
your foes, while the sword of your en- 
emies overtakes you, or else three 
days of the sword of the Lorp, even 
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pestilence in the land, and the angel 
of the Lorp destroying throughout all 
the territory of Israel.’ Now, therefore, 
consider what answer I shall return to 
Him who sent me.” 

13 David said to Gad, “I am in 
great distress; please let me fall into 
the hand of the Lorp, ®for His mercies 
are very great. But do not let me fall 
into the hand of man.” Ps 51:1; 130:4, 7 

14 So the Lorp sent a pestilence 
on Israel; 70,000 men of Israel fell. 

15 And God sent an angel to 
Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was 
about to destroy it, the Lorp saw and 
Rwas sorry over the calamity, and 
said to the destroying angel, “It is 
enough; now relax your hand.” And 
the angel of the Lorp was standing 
by the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite. Ex 32:14; 1 Sa 15:11; Jon 3:10 

16 Then David lifted up his eyes 
and saw the angel of the Lorp stand- 
ing between earth and heaven, with 
his drawn sword in his hand stretched 
out over Jerusalem. Then David and 
the elders, covered with sackcloth, 
fell on their faces. 1 Ki 21:27 

17 David said to God, “Is it not I 
who commanded to count the people? 
Indeed, I am the one who has sinned 
and done very wickedly, ®but these 
sheep, what have they done? O Lorp 
my God, please let Your hand be 
against me and my father’s house- 
hold, but not against Your people that 
they should be plagued.” 2sa7:8; Ps 74:1 


David’s Altar 

18 ®Then the angel of the Lorp 
commanded Gad to say to David, that 
David should go up and build an altar 
to the Lorp on the threshing floor of 
Ornan the Jebusite. 2 Ch 3:1 

19 So David went up at the word 
of Gad, which he spoke in the name of 
the Lorp. 

20 Now Ornan turned back and 
saw the angel, and his four sons who 
were with him hid themselves. And 
Ornan was threshing wheat. 

21 As David came to Ornan, 
Ornan looked and saw David, and 
went out from the threshing floor and 
prostrated himself "before David with 
his face to the ground. Lit to 

22 Then David said to Ornan, 
“Give me the ‘site of this threshing 


467 


floor, that I may build on it an altar to 
the Lorp; for the full price you shall 
give it to me, that the plague may be 
restrained from the people.” Lit place 

23 Ornan said to David, “Take it 
for yourself; and let my lord the king 
do what is good in his sight. See, I will 
give the oxen for burnt offerings and 
the threshing sledges for wood and 
the wheat for the grain offering; I will 
give it all.” 

24 But King David said to Ornan, 
“No, but I will surely buy it for the full 
price; for I will not take what is yours 
for the Lorp, or offer a burnt offering 
Twhich costs me nothing.” Lit gratuitously 

25 So David gave Ornan 600 
shekels of gold by weight for the site. 

26 Then David built an altar to the 


-Lorp there and offered burnt offer- 


ings and peace offerings. And he 
called to the Lorp and ®He answered 
him with fire from heaven on the altar 
of burnt offering. Le 9:24; Ju 6:21 

27 The Lorp commanded the 
angel, and he put his sword back in 
its sheath. 

28 At that time, when David saw 
that the Lorp had answered him on 
the threshing floor of Ornan the Je- 
busite, he offered sacrifice there. 

29 ®For the tabernacle of the 
Lorp, which Moses had made in the 
wilderness, and the altar of burnt of- 
fering were in the high place at 
Gibeon at that time. 1 Ki 3:4; 1 Ch 16:39 

30 But David could not go before 
it to inquire of God, for he was terri- 
he by the sword of the angel of the 

ORD. 


David Prepares for Temple 


uilding 
9 Then David said, “*This is the 
house of the Lorp God, and this 
is the altar of burnt offering for Is- 
rael.” 1 Ch 21:18-28; 2 Ch 3:1 
2 So David ‘'gave orders to 
gather the foreigners who were in 
the land of Israel, and he set stone- 
cutters to hew out stones to build the 
house of God. Lit said to « 1 Ki 9:20, 21; 2 Ch 2:17 
3 David ®prepared large quanti- 
ties of iron Tto make the nails for the 
doors of the gates and for the clamps, 
and more bronze than could be 
weighed; 1 Ch 29:2, 7 Lit for * 1 Ch 22:14 
4 and timbers of cedar logs be- 
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yond number, for ®the Sidonians and 
Tyrians brought large quantities of 
cedar timber to David. 1 Ki 5:6-10 
5 David said, “My son Solomon 
is young and inexperienced, and the 
house that is to be built for the Lorp 
shall be exceedingly magnificent, fa- 
mous and glorious throughout all 
lands. Therefore now I will make 
preparation for it.” So David made 
ample preparations before his death. 


Solomon Charged with the Task 

6 Then he called for his son 
Solomon, and charged him to build a 
house for the Lorp God of Israel. 

7 David said to Solomon, “My 
son, I had intended to build a house 
to the name of the Lorp my God. 

8 “But the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, ‘You have shed 
much blood and have waged great 
wars; you Shall not build a house to 
My name, because you have shed so 
much blood on the earth before Me. 

9 ‘Behold, a son will be born to 
you, who shall be a man of rest; and 81 
will give him rest from all his enemies 
on every side; for his name shall be 
FSolomon, and I will give peace and 
quiet to Israel in his days. 1 Ki 4:20, 25 

10 ‘He shall build a house for My 
name, and he shall be My son and I 
will be his father; and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom over Israel 
forever,’ 2 Sa 7:13, 14; 1 Ch 17:12 

11 “Now, my son, &the Lorp be 
with you that you may be successful, 
and build the house of the Lorp your 
God just as He has spoken concerning 

ou 1 Ch 22:16 

12 “ROnly the Lorp give you dis- 
cretion and understanding, and give 
you charge over Israel, so that you 
may ®keep the law of the Lorp your 
God. 1 Ki 3:9-12; 2 Ch 1:10 © 1 Ki 2:3 

13 “kThen you will prosper, if 
you are careful to observe the 
statutes and the ordinances which the 
Lorp commanded Moses concerning 
Israel. Be strong and courageous, do 
not fear nor be dismayed. 1 Ch 28:7 

14 “Now behold, with great pains 
I have prepared for the house of the 
Lorp 8100,000 talents of gold and 
1,000,000 talents of silver, and 


22:91.e. peaceful 2 22:13 
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Rpronze and iron beyond weight, for 
they are in great quantity; also timber 
and stone I have prepared, and you 
may add to them. 1 Ch 29:4 ¢ 1 Ch 22:3 

15 “Moreover, there are many 
workmen with you, stonecutters and 
masons of stone and carpenters, and 
all men who are skillful in every kind 
of work. 

16 “Of the gold, the silver and the 
bronze and the iron there is no limit. 
Arise and work, and may ®the Lorp 
be with you.” 1 Ch 22:11 

17 David also commanded all the 
leaders of Israel to help his son 
Solomon, saying, 1 Ch 28:1-6 

18 “Is not the Lorp your God with 
you? And has He not given you rest 
on every side? For He has given the 
inhabitants of the land into my hand, 
and the land is subdued before the 
Lorp and before His people. 

19 “Now &set your heart and your 
soul to seek the Lorb your God; arise, 
therefore, and build the sanctuary of 
the Lorp God, 8so that you may bring 
the ark of the covenant of the Lorp 
and the holy vessels of God into the 
house that is to be built for the name 
of the Lorp.” 1 Ch 28:9 © 1 Ki 8:6, 21;2 Ch 5:7 


Solomon Reigns 
2a when David reached old 
age, he made his son Solomon 
king over Israel. 1 Ch 29:28 
2 And he gathered together all 
the leaders of Israel with the priests 
and the Levites. 


Offices of the Levites 
3 ®The Levites were numbered 
from thirty years old and upward, and 
Rtheir number by ™census of men was 
38,000. Nu 4:3-49 « Nu 4:48; 1 Ch 23:24 © Lit their heads 
4 Of these, 24,000 were to over- 
see the work of the house of the Lorp; 
and 6,000 were officers and judges, 

5 and 4,000 were gatekeepers, 
and 84,000 were praising the Lorp with 
the instruments which ™TDavid made 
for giving praise. 1 Ch 15:16 © Lit I made 

_ 6 David divided them into divi- 
sions ®according to the sons of Levi: 
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 


1 Ch 6:1 

Gershonites 
7 Of the Gershonites were 
TLadan and Shimei. In Ex 6:17, Libni 
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8 The sons of Ladan were Jehiel 
the first and Zetham and Joel, three. 

9 The sons of Shimei were Sh- 
elomoth and Haziel and Haran, three. 
These were the heads of the fathers’ 
households of Ladan. 

10 The sons of Shimei were Ja- 
hath, Zina, Jeush and Beriah. These 
four were the sons of Shimei. 

11 Jahath was the first and Zizah 
the second; but Jeush and Beriah did 
not have many sons, so they became a 
father’s household, one class. 


Kohathites 

12 The sons of Kohath were four: 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 

13 The sons of Amram were 
Aaron and Moses. And Aaron was set 
apart to sanctify him as most holy, he 
and his sons forever, to burn incense 
before the Lorp, to minister to Him 
and to bless in His name forever. 

14 But as for }Moses the man of 
God, his sons were named among the 
tribe of Levi. De 33:1; Ps 90: title 

15 The sons of Moses were Ger- 
shom and Eliezer. 

16 The ‘tson of Gershom was She- 
buel the chief. Lit sons 

17 The "son of Eliezer was Re- 
habiah the chief; and Eliezer had no 
other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah 
were very many. Lit sons...were 

18 The 'son of Izhar was Sh- 
elomith the chief. Lit sons 

19 The sons of Hebron were Je- 
riah the first, Amariah the second, Ja- 
haziel the third and Jekameam the 
fourth. 

20 The sons of Uzziel were Micah 
the first and Isshiah the second. 


Merarites 

21 The sons of Merari were Mahli 
and Mushi. The sons of Mahli were 
Eleazar and Kish. 

22 Eleazar died and had no sons, 
but daughters only, so their brothers, 
the sons of Kish, took them as wives. 

23 The sons of Mushi were three: 
Mahli, Eder and Jeremoth. 


Duties Revised 

24 These were the sons of Levi ac- 
cording to their fathers’ households, 
even the heads of the fathers’ house- 
holds of those of them who were 
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counted, in the number of names by 
their census, doing the work for the 
service of the house of the Lorp, from 
twenty years old and upward. 

25. For David said, “The Lorp God 
of Israel has given rest to His people, 
and He dwells in Jerusalem forever. 

26 “Also, the Levites will no longer 
need to carry the tabernacle and all 
its utensils for its service.” 

27 For by the last words of David 
the sons of Levi were numbered from 
twenty years old and upward. 

28 For their office is to assist the 
sons of Aaron with the service of the 
- house of the Lorp, in the courts and in 
the chambers and in the purifying of 
all holy things, even the work of the 
_ service of the house of God, 

29 Rand with the showbread, and 
Rthe fine flour for a grain offering, 
and unleavened wafers, or ®what is 
baked in the pan or what is well- 
mixed, and all measures of volume 
and Size. —— Le 24:5-9 Le 6:20 ° 1 Ch 9:31 « Le 6:21 

30 They are to stand every morn- 
ing to thank and to praise the Lorp, 
and likewise at evening, 

31 and to offer all burnt offerings 
to the Lorp, ®on the sabbaths, the new 
moons and &the fixed festivals in the 
number set by the ordinance con- 
cerning them, continually before the 
LORD. Is 1:13, 14 © Le 23:2-4 

32 Thus they are to keep charge of 
the tent of meeting, and charge of the 
holy place, and charge of the sons of 
Aaron their relatives, for the service 
of the house of the Lorp. 


Divisions of Levites 
2 Now the divisions of the de- 
scendants of Aaron were these: 
Rthe sons of Aaron were Nadab, 
Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. Ex 6:23 
2 ®But Nadab and Abihu died be- 
fore their father and had no ‘sons. So 
Eleazar and Ithamar served as 
priests. Le 10:2 © Or children 
3. David, with .Zadok of the sons 
of Eleazar and Ahimelech of the sons 
of Ithamar, divided them according to 
their offices for their ministry. 1cn6s 
4 Since more chief men were 
found from the ‘descendants of 
Eleazar than the descendants of 
Ithamar, they divided them thus: 


1 CHRONICLES 24:23 


there were sixteen heads of fathers’ 
households of the descendants of 
Eleazar and eight of the descendants 
of Ithamar, according to their fathers’ 
households. Lit sons 

5 Thus they were divided by lot, 
the one as the other; for they were of- 
ficers of the sanctuary and officers of 
God, both from the descendants of 
Eleazar and the descendants of 
Ithamar. 1 Ch 24:31 

6 Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel 
the scribe, from the Levites, recorded 
them in the presence of the king, the 
princes, Zadok the priest, ;Ahimelech 
the son of Abiathar, and the heads of 
the fathers’ households of the priests 
and of the Levites; one father’s house- 
hold taken for Eleazar and one taken 
for Ithamar. 1 Ch 18:16 

7 Now the first lot came out for 
Jehoiarib, the second for Jedaiah, 

8 the third for Harim, the fourth 
for Seorim, 

9 the fifth for Malchijah, the 
sixth for Mijamin, 

10 the seventh for Hakkoz, the 
eighth for Abijah, Ne 12:4: Lk 1:5 

11 the ninth for Jeshua, the tenth 
for Shecaniah, 

12 the eleventh for Eliashib, the 
twelfth for Jakim, 

13 the thirteenth for Huppah, the 
fourteenth for Jeshebeab, 

14 the fifteenth for Bilgah, the six- 
teenth for Immer, 

15 the seventeenth for Hezir, the 
eighteenth for Happizzez, 

16 the nineteenth for Pethahiah, 
the twentieth for Jehezkel, 

17 the twenty-first for Jachin, the 
twenty-second for Gamul, 

18 the twenty-third for Delaiah, 
the twenty-fourth for Maaziah. 

19 These were their offices for 
their ministry when they came in to 
the house of the Lorp according to 
the ordinance given to them through 
Aaron their father, just as the Lorp 
God of Israel had commanded him. 

20 Now for the rest of the sons of 
Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shubael; 
of the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah. 

21 Of Rehabiah: of the sons of Re- 
habiah, Isshiah the first. 

22 Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of 
the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 

23 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the 
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first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel 
the third, Jéekameam the fourth. 

24 Ofthe sons of Uzziel, Micah; of 
the sons of Micah, Shamir. 

25 The brother of Micah, Isshiah; 
of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 

26 The sons of Merari, Mahli and 
Mushi; the sons of Jaaziah, Beno. — 

27 The sons of Merari: by Jaaziah 
were Beno, Shoham, Zaccur and Ibri. 

28 By Mahli: Eleazar, who had no 
sons. 

29 By Kish: the sons of Kish, Jer- 
ahmeel. 

30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder 
and Jerimoth. These were the sons of 
the Levites according to their fathers’ 
households. 

31 These also cast lots just as 
their relatives the sons of Aaron in the 
presence of David the king, Zadok, 
Ahimelech, and the heads of the fa- 
thers’ households of the priests and of 
the Levites—the head of fathers’ 
households as well as those of his 
younger brother. 1 Ch 24:5, 6 © 1 Ch 24:6 


Number and Services of 
Musicians 
ze Moreover, David and the com- 
manders of the army set apart 
for the service some of the sons of 
RAsaph and of Heman and of Je- 
duthun, who were to 8prophesy with 
lyres, harps and cymbals; and the 
number of those who performed their 
service was: 1 Ch 6:33, 39 © 2 Ki 3:15 

2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, 
Joseph, Nethaniah and Asharelah; the 
sons of Asaph were under the direc- 
tion of Asaph, who prophesied under 
the direction of the king. 

3 ROf Jeduthun, the sons of Je- 
duthun: Gedaliah, 'Zeri, Jeshaiah, 
Shimei, Hashabiah and Mattithiah, 
six, under the direction of their father 
Jeduthun with the harp, who prophe- 
sied in giving thanks and praising the 
Lorp. 1 Ch 16:41, 42 © Inv 11, Izri 

4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman: 
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, TUzziel, ™She- 
buel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, 
Eliathah, Giddalti and Romamti-ezer, 
Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Ma- 
hazioth. In v 18, Azarel ¢ In v 20, Shubael 

5 All these were the sons of 
Heman &the king’s seer to exalt him 
according to the words of God, for 
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God gave fourteen sons and three 
daughters to Heman. = 2Sa 24:11; 1 Ch.21:9 

6 All these were under the ‘di- 
rection of their father to sing in the 
house of the Lorp, with cymbals, 
harps and lyres, for the service of the 
house of God. SAsaph, Jeduthun and 
Heman were under the direction of 
the king. Lit hands ¢ 1 Ch 15:16 ¢ 1 Ch 15:19 

7 Their number who were 
trained in singing to the Lorn, with 
their Frelatives, all who were skillful, 
was 8288. 1 Ch 23:5 


Divisions of Musicians 

8 They cast lots for their duties, 
all alike, the small as well as the great, 
the teacher as well as the pupil. 

9 Now the first lot came out for 
Asaph to Joseph, the second for 
Gedaliah, he with his relatives and 
sons were twelve; 

10 the third to Zaccur, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

11 the fourth to "Izri, his sons and 
his relatives, twelve; In v 3, Zeri 

12 the fifth to Nethaniah, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

13 the sixth to Bukkiah, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

14 the seventh to Jesharelah, his 
sons and his relatives, twelve; 

15 the eighth to Jeshaiah, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

16 the ninth to Mattaniah, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

17 the tenth to Shimei, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

18 the eleventh to Azarel, his sons 
and his relatives, twelve; 

19 the twelfth to Hashabiah, his 
sons and his relatives, twelve; 

20 for the thirteenth, Shubael, his 
sons and his relatives, twelve; 

21 for the fourteenth, Mattithiah, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 

22 for the fifteenth to Jeremoth, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 

_ 23 for the sixteenth to Hananiah, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 

24 for the seventeenth to Josh- 
bekashah, his sons and his relatives, 
twelve; 

_ 25 for the eighteenth to Hanani, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 


25:7 Lit brothers, and so throughout the ch 
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26 for the nineteenth to Mallothi, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 

27 for the twentieth to Eliathah, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 

28 for the twenty- first to Hothir, 
his sons and his relatives, twelve; 

29 for the twenty- second to Gid- 
dalti, his sons and his relatives, 
twelve; 

30 for the twenty-third to Ma- 
hazioth, his sons and his relatives, 
twelve; 

31 for the twenty-fourth to Ro- 
mamti-ezer, his sons and his relatives, 
twelve. 


Divisions of the Gatekeepers 

2 For the divisions of the gate- 
keepers there were of the Ko- 

rahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore, 

of the sons of Asaph. 

2 Meshelemiah had sons: 
Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the 
second, Zebadiah the third, Jathniel 
the fourth, 

3 Elam the fifth, Johanan the 
sixth, Eliehoenai the seventh. 

4 RObed-edom had sons: Shema- 
iah the firstborn, Jehozabad the sec- 
ond, Joah the third, Sacar the fourth, 
Nethanel the fifth, 2 Sa 6:11; 1 Ch 13:14 

5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the 
seventh and Peullethai the eighth; 
God had indeed blessed him. 

6 Also to his son Shemaiah sons 
were born who ruled over the house 
of their father, for they were mighty 
men of valor. 

7 The sons of Shemaiah were 
Othni, Rephael, Obed and Elzabad, 
whose brothers, Elihu and Sema- 
chiah, were valiant men. 

8 All these were of the sons of 
Obed-edom; they and their sons and 
their Trelatives were able men with 
strength for the service, 62 from 
Obed-edom. Lit brothers, and so throughout the ch 

9 Meshelemiah had sons and rel- 
atives, 18 valiant men. 

10 Also 8Hosah, one of the sons of 
Merari had sons: Shimri the first (al- 
though he was not the firstborn, his 
father made him first), 1 Ch 16:38 

11 Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah 
the third, Zechariah the fourth; all the 
sons and relatives of Hosah were 13. 

12 To these divisions of the gate- 
keepers, the chief men, were given du- 
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ties like their relatives to minister in 
the house of the Lorp. 

13 They cast lots, the small and 
the great alike, according to their fa- 
thers’ households, for every gate. 

14 The lot to the east fell to 
TShelemiah. Then they cast lots for his 
son Zechariah, a counselor with in- 
sight, and his lot came out to the 
north. In 9:17, Shallum 

15 For Obed-edom it fell to the 
south, and to his sons went the store- 
house. ~° 

16 For Shuppim and Hosah it was 
to the west, by the gate of Shal- 
lecheth, on the ascending highway. 
Guard corresponded to guard. 

17 On the east there were six 
Levites, on the north four daily, on the 
south four daily, and at the storehouse 
two by two. 

18 At the '8Parbar on the west 
there were four at the highway and 
two at the Parbar. 2 Ki 23:11 

19 These were the divisions of the 
gatekeepers of the sons of Korah and 
of the sons of Merari. 


Keepers of the Treasure 

20 'The Levites, their relatives, 
Thad charge of the treasures of the 
house of God and of the treasures of 
the dedicated gifts. Lit were over 

21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of 
the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, 
namely, the Jehielites, were the heads 
of the fathers’ households, belonging 
to Ladan the Gershonite. 

22 The sons of Jehieli, Zetham 
and Joel his brother, had charge of the 
treasures of the house of the Lorp. 

23 As for the Amramites, the 
Izharites, the Hebronites and the 
Uzzielites, 

24 Shebuel the son of Gershom, 
the son of Moses, was officer over the 
treasures. 

25 His relatives by Eliezer were 
Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his son, 
Joram his son, Zichri his son and Sh- 
elomoth his son. 

26 This Shelomoth and his rela- 
tives had charge of all the treasures 
of the dedicated gifts which King 
David and the heads of the fathers’ 


26:18 Possibly court or colonnade 26:20 So Gr; 
Heb As for the Levites, Ahijah had 
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households, the commanders of thou- 
sands and hundreds, and the com- 
manders of the army, had dedicated. 

27 They dedicated part of the spoil 
won in battles to repair the house of 
the Lorp. 

28 And all that Samuel the seer 
had dedicated and Saul the son of 
Kish, Abner the son of Ner and Joab 
the son of Zeruiah, everyone who had 
dedicated anything, all of this was Tin 
the care of ‘Shelomoth and his rela- 
tives. Lit under the hand ¢ Heb Shelomith 


Outside Duties 
29 As for the Izharites, Chenaniah 
and his sons 8were assigned to out- 
side duties for Israel, as Rofficers and 
Ne 11:16 ¢ 1 Ch 23:4 
for the  Hebronites, 
RHashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 
capable men, had charge of the affairs 
of Israel west of the Jordan, for all the 
work of the Lorp and the service of 
the king. 1 Ch 27:17 
31 As for the Hebronites, ®Jerijah 
the chief (these Hebronites were in- 
vestigated according to their genealo- 
gies and fathers’ households, in the 
fortieth year of David’s reign, and 
men of outstanding capability were 
found among them at "®Jazer of 
Gilead) 1 Ch 23:19 © 1 Ch 6:81 
32 and his relatives, capable men, 
were 2,700 in number, heads of fa- 
thers’ households. And King David 
made them overseers of the Reuben- 
ites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of 
the Manassites ®concerning all the af- 
fairs of God and of the king. 2cn19:11 


Commanders of the Army 
ya pee this is the enumeration of 
the sons of Israel, the heads of 
fathers’ households, the commanders 
of thousands and of hundreds, and 
their officers who served the king in 
all the affairs of the divisions which 
came in and went out month by month 
throughout all the months of the year, 
each division numbering 24,000: 

2 Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel 
FRhad charge of the first division for 
the first month; and in his division 
were 24,000. 2 Sa 23:8-30; 1 Ch 11:11-31 

3 He was from the sons of Perez, 
and was chief of all the commanders 
of the army for the first month. 
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4 Dodai the Ahohite and his di- 
vision had charge of the division for 
the second month, Mikloth being the 
chief officer; and in his division were 
24,000. 

5 The third commander of the 
army for the third month was Bena- 
iah, the son of Jehoiada the priest, as 
chief: and in his division were 24,000. 

6 This Benaiah was the mighty 
man of the thirty, and had charge of 
thirty; and over his division was Am- 
mizabad his son. 

7 The fourth for the fourth 
month was Asahel the brother of 
Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him; 
and in his division were 24,000. 

8 The fifth for the fifth month 
was the commander Shamhuth the 
Izrahite; and in his division were 


9 The sixth for the sixth month 
was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; 
and in his division were 24,000. 

10 The seventh for the seventh 
month was Helez the Pelonite of the 
sons of Ephraim; and in his division 
were 24,000. 

ll The eighth for the eighth 
month was Sibbecai the Hushathite of 
the Zerahites; and in his division were 


‘12 The ninth for the ninth month 
was Abiezer the Anathothite of the 
Benjamites; and in his division were 


“19 The tenth for the tenth month 
was Maharai the Netophathite of the 
Zerahites; and in his division were 


14 The eleventh for the eleventh 
month was Benaiah the Pirathonite of 
the sons of Ephraim; and in his divi- 
sion were 24,000. 

15 The twelfth for the twelfth 
month was Heldai the Netophathite of 
ie and in his division were 


Chief Officers of the Tribes 

16 Now in charge of the tribes of 
Israel: chief officer for the Reubenites 
was Eliezer the son of Zichri; for the 
Simeonites, Shephatiah the son of 
Maacah; 


27:2 Lit was over, and so throughout the ch 
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--17 for Levi, Hashabiah the son of 
Kemuel; for Aaron, Zadok; 

18 for Judah, Elihu, one of David’s 
brothers; for Issachar, Omri the son of 
Michael; 

19 for Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son 
of Obadiah; for Naphtali, Jeremoth 
the son of Azriel; 

20 for the sons of Ephraim, 
Hoshea the son of Azaziah; for the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of 
Pedaiah; 

21 for the half-tribe of Manasseh 
in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah; 
for Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of 


- Abner; 


22 for Dan, Azarel the son of Jero- 
ham. ®These were the princes of the 
tribes of Israel. 1 Ch 28:1 

23 But David did not count those 
twenty years of age and under, be- 
cause the Lorp had said He would 
multiply Israel as the stars of heaven. 

24 Joab the son of Zeruiah had 
begun to count them, but did not fin- 
ish; and because of 8this, wrath came 
upon Israel, and the number was not 
included in the account of the chroni- 
cles of King David. 2 Sa 24:12-15; 1 Ch 21:1-7 


Various Overseers 

25 Now Azmaveth the son of 
Adiel had charge of the king’s store- 
houses. And Jonathan the son of 
Uzziah had charge of the storehouses 
in the country, in the cities, in the vil- 
lages and in the towers. 

26 Ezri the son of Chelub had 
charge of the agricultural workers 
who tilled the soil. 

27 Shimei the Ramathite had 
charge of the vineyards; and Zabdi 
the Shiphmite had charge of the pro- 
duce of the vineyards stored in the 
wine cellars. 

28 Baal-hanan the Gederite had 
charge of the olive and sycamore 
trees in the ‘Shephelah; and Joash 
had charge of the stores of oil. 

29 Shitrai the Sharonite had 
charge of the cattle which were graz- 
ing in RSharon; and Shaphat the son 
of et had charge of the cattle in the 
valley 1 Ch 5:16 

30. “Obil the Ishmaelite had charge 
of the camels; and Jehdeiah the 
Meronothite had charge of the don- 
keys. 
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31 Jaziz the 8Hagrite had charge 
of the flocks. All these were Tover- 
seers of the property which belonged 
to King David. 1 Ch 5:10 ¢ Or rulers 


Counselors 

32 Also Jonathan, David’s uncle, 
was a counselor, a man of under- 
standing, and a scribe; and Jehiel the 
son of Hachmoni ‘tutored the king’s 
sons. Lit was with 

33 RAhithophel was counselor to 
the king; and 3Hushai the Archite was 
the king’s friend. 2 Sa 15:12 © 2 Sa 15:32, 37 

34 Jehoiada the son of ®Benaiah, 
and Abiathar succeeded Ahithophel; 
and Joab was the commander of the 
king’s army. 


oe Address about the 
Temple 
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ae RDavid assembled _ at 
Jerusalem all the officials of Is- 
rael, the princes of the tribes, and the 
commanders of the divisions that 
served the king, and the commanders 
of thousands, and the commanders of 
hundreds, and the overseers of all the 
property and livestock belonging to 
the king and his sons, with the offi- 
cials and ®the mighty men, even all the 
valiant men. 1 Ch 23:2; 27:1-31 © 1 Ch 11:10-47 
2 Then King David rose to his 
feet and said, “Listen to me, my 
brethren and my people; I 8had Fin- 
tended to build a ‘permanent home 
for the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp and for the footstool of our 
God. So I had made preparations to 
build it. 1 Ch 17:1, 2 Ps 132:7; Is 66:1 
3 “But God said to me, ‘®You 
shall not build a house for My name 
because you are a man of war and 
have shed blood.’ 1 Ch 22:8 
4 “Yet, the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael, chose me from all the house of 
my father to be king over Israel for- 
ever. For He has chosen Judah to be a 
leader; and in the house of Judah, my 
father’s house, and among the sons of 
my father He took pleasure in me to 
make me king over all Israel. 
5 “ROf all my sons (for the Lorp 
has given me many sons), ®He has 
chosen my son Solomon to sit on the 


27:28 Or lowlands 28:2 Lit in my heart 28:2 Lit 
house of rest 
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throne of the kingdom of the Lorp 
over Israel. 1 Ch 3:1-9; 14:3-7 © 1 Ch 22:9, 10 
6 “He said to me, ‘Your son 
RSolomon is the one who shall build 
My house and My courts; for I have 
chosen him to be a son to Me, and I 
will be a father to him. 28a 7:13, 14 
7 ‘I will establish his kingdom 
forever if he resolutely performs My 
commandments and My ordinances, 
as Tis done now.’ 1h 22:13 « Lit at this day 
8 “So now, in the sight of all Is- 
rael, the assembly of the Lorp, and in 
the hearing of our God, observe and 
seek after all the commandments of 
the Lorp your God so that you may 
possess the good land and bequeath it 
to your sons after you forever. 
9 “As for you, my son Solomon, 
know the God of your father, and 
Rserve Him with a whole heart and a 
willing mind; for the Lorp searches 
all hearts, and understands every in- 
tent of the thoughts. 8If you seek Him, 
He will let you find Him; but if you 
forsake Him, He will reject you for- 
ever. 1 Ki 8:61; 1 Ch 29:17-19 © 2 Ch 15:2; Je 29:13 

10 “Consider now, for the Lorp 
has chosen you to build a house for 
the sanctuary; §be courageous and 

HY 1 Ch 22:13 

11 Then David gave to his son 
Solomon &the plan of the porch of 
the temple, its buildings, its store- 
houses, its upper rooms, its inner 
rooms and &the room for the mercy 
seat; Ex 25:40; 1 Ch 28:12, 19 ¢ 1 Ki 6:3 ¢ Ex 25:17-22 

12 and the plan of all that he had 
in mind, for the courts of the house of 
the Lorp, and for all the surrounding 
rooms, for ®the storehouses of the 
house of God and for the storehouses 
of the dedicated things; 1 Ch 26:20, 28 

13 also for ®the divisions of the 
priests and the Levites and for all the 
work of the service of the house of the 
Lorp and for all the utensils of service 
in the house of the Lorp; 1 Ch 24:1 

14 for the golden utensils, the 
weight of gold for all utensils for 
every kind of service; for the silver 
utensils, the weight of silver for all 
utensils for every kind of service; 

15 and the weight of gold for the 
Rgolden lampstands and their golden 
lamps, with the weight of each lamp- 
stand and its lamps; and the weight 
of silver for the silver lampstands, 
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with the weight of each lampstand 
and its lamps according to the use of 
each lampstand; Ex 25:31-39 

16 and the gold by weight for the 
tables of showbread, for each table; 
and silver for the silver tables; 

17 and the forks, the basins, and 
the pitchers of pure gold; and for the 
golden bowls with the weight for each 
bowl; and for the silver bowls with the 
weight for each bow]; 

18 and for ®the altar of incense re- 
fined gold by weight; and gold for the 
model of the chariot, even ®the cheru- 
bim that spread out their wings and 
covered the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp. Ex 30:1-10 ¢ Ex 25:18-22 

19 “All this,” said David, “the Lorp 
made me understand in writing by 
His hand upon me, fall the ‘details of 
this pattern.” 1 Ch 28:11, 12 ¢ Lit works 

20 Then David said to his son 

Solomon, “®Be strong and coura- 
geous, and act; do not fear nor be dis- 
mayed, for the Lorp God, my God, is 
with you. ®He will not fail you nor for- 
sake you until all the work for the 
service of the house of the Lorn is fin- 
ished. 1 Ch 22:13 © Jos 1:5; He 13:5 

21 “Now behold, 8there are the di- 
visions of the priests and the Levites 
for all the service of the house of God, 
and every willing man of any skill 
will be with you in all the work for all 
kinds of service. The officials also and 
all the people will be entirely at your 
command.” 1 Ch 28:13 ¢ Ex 35:25-35; 36:1, 2 


Offerings for the Temple 

2 Then King David said to the en- 
tire assembly, “My son Solo- 

mon, whom alone God has chosen, is 

still young and inexperienced and the 

work is great; for the temple is not for 

man, but for the Lorp God. 

2 “Now with all my ability I 
have provided for the house of my 
God the gold for the things of gold, 
and the silver for the things of silver, 
and the bronze for the things of 
bronze, the iron for the things of iron, 
and wood for the things of wood, 
onyx stones and inlaid stones, stones 
of antimony and stones of various col- 
ors, and all kinds of precious stones 
and alabaster in abundance. 1 ¢h22:3-5 


Y 28:9 3% 28:20 
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3 “Moreover, in my delight in the 
house of my God, the treasure I have 
of gold and silver, I give to the house 
of my God, over and above all that I 
have already provided for the holy 
Ftemple, 

4 namely, 83,000 talents of gold, 
of 8the gold of Ophir, and 7,000 talents 
of refined silver, to overlay the walls 
of the buildings; 1 Ch 22:14 © 1 Ki 9:28 

5 of gold for the things of gold 
and of silver for the things of silver, 
that is, for all the work ‘done by the 
craftsmen. Who then is willing to 
consecrate himself this day to the 
Lorp?” Lit by the hand of the craftsmen 

6 Then &8the rulers of the fathers’ 
households, and the princes of the 
tribes of Israel, and the commanders 
of thousands and of hundreds, with 
Rthe overseers over the king’s work, 
offered willingly; 1h 27-1; 28:1 ¢ 1 Ch 27-25-31 

7 and for the service for the 
house of God they gave 5,000 talents 
and 10,000 darics of gold, and 10,000 
talents of silver, and 18,000 talents of 
brass, and 100,000 talents of iron. 

8 Whoever possessed precious 
stones gave them to the treasury of 
the house of the Lorp, in care of Je- 
hiel the Gershonite. 

9 Then the people rejoiced be- 
cause they had offered so willingly, 
for they made their offering to the 
Lorp with a whole heart, and King 
David also rejoiced greatly. 


David’s Prayer 

10 So David blessed the Lorp in 
the sight of all the assembly; and 
David said, “Blessed are You, O Lorp 
God of Israel our father, forever and 
ever. 
11 “8Yours, O Lorp, is the great- 
ness and the power and the glory and 
the victory and the majesty, indeed 
everything that is in the heavens and 
the earth; Yours is the dominion, O 
Lorp, Boe You exalt Yourself as head 
over all Ma 6:13; Re 5:13 
yw 12 “Both riches and honor come 

from You, and You rule over all, 

and in Your hand is power and might; 
and it lies in Your hand to make great 
and to strengthen everyone. 

13 “Now therefore, our God, we 
thank You, and praise Your glorious 
name. 
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14 “But who am J and who are my 
people that we should ‘be able to 
offer as generously as this? For all 
things come from You, and from Your 
hand we have given You. Lit retain strength 

15 “For.8we are sojourners before 
You, and tenants, as all our fathers 
were; our days on the earth are like a 
shadow, and there is no hope. © Le 25:23 

16 “O Lorp our God, all this abun- 
dance that we have provided to build 
You a house for Your holy name, it is 
from Your hand, and all is Yours. 

17 “Since I know, O my God, that 
You try the heart and delight in up- 
rightness, I, in the integrity of my 
heart, have willingly offered all these 
things; so now with joy I have seen 
Your people, who are present here, 
make their offerings willingly to You. 

18 “O Lorp, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Israel, our fathers, preserve 
this forever in the ‘intentions of the 
heart of Your people, and direct their 
heart to YOu; Lit intent of the thoughts of the heart 

19 and give to my son Solomon a 
perfect heart to keep Your command- 
ments, Your testimonies and Your 
statutes, and to do them all, and 8to 
build the temple, for which I have 
made provision.” 1 Ch 28:9; Ps 72:1 « 1 Ch 29:1, 2 

20 Then David said to all the as- 
sembly, “Now bless the Lorp your 
God.” And Rall the assembly blessed 
the Lorp, the God of their fathers, and 
Rbowed low and did homage to the 
Lorp and to the king. Jos 22:33 ¢ Ex 4:31 


Sacrifices 

21 On the next day they made sac- 
rifices to the Lorp and offered burnt 
offerings to the Lorp, 1,000 bulls, 
1,000 rams and 1,000 lambs, with their 
drink offerings and sacrifices in abun- 
dance for all Israel. 

22 So they ate and drank that day 
before the Lorp with great gladness. 


Solomon Again Made King 
And they made Solomon the son 
of David king 8a second time, and 
they anointed him as ruler for the 
Lorp and Zadok as priest. 1 Ch 23:1 
23 Then ®Solomon sat on the 
throne of the Lorp as king instead of 


29:3 Lit house 2% 29:12-13 
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David his father; and he prospered, 
and all Israel obeyed him. 1 Ki 2:12 
24 All the officials, the mighty 
men, and also all the sons of King 
David "pledged allegiance to King 
Solomon. Lit put a hand under Solomon 
25 ®The Lorp highly exalted 
Solomon in the sight of all Israel, and 
Rbestowed on him royal majesty which 
had not been on any king before him 
in Israel. 2. Ch 1:1 © 1 Ki 3:13; 2 Ch 1:12 
26 Now David the son of Jesse 
reigned over all Israel. 1 Ch 18:14 
27 The period which he reigned 
over Israel was forty years; he 
reigned in Hebron seven years and in 
Jerusalem thirty-three years. 
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Death of David 

28 Then he died in 8a ‘ripe old 
age, ®full of days, riches and honor; 
and his son Solomon reigned in his 
place. Ge 15:15; Ac 13:36 ° Lit good « 1 Ch 23:1 

29 Now the acts of King David, 
from first to last, are written in the 
chronicles of Samuel the seer, in the 
chronicles of Nathan the prophet and 
in the chronicles of Gad the seer, 

30 with all his reign, his power, 
and the circumstances which came on 
him, on Israel, and on all the king- 
doms of the lands. 


2 CHRONICLES 


Author: The sources of 1 and 2 
Chronicles include multiple 
official and prophetic records. 
In addition to these, the 
author-compiler had access 
to genealogical lists and doc- 
uments, such as the message 
and letters of Sennacherib 
(2 Ch 32:10-17). It seems 
likely that Ezra was the author 
as Jewish tradition suggests. 


Time: c. 991-538 B.c. 
Key Verse: 2 Ch 7:14 


Solomon Worships at Gibeon 
Now ®Solomon the son of David 
established himself securely over 

his kingdom, and the Lorp his God 

was with him and exalted him 

greatly. 1 Ki 2:12, 46 1 Ch 29:25 

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, 8to 
the commanders of thousands and of 
hundreds and to the judges and to 
every leader in all Israel, the heads of 

the fathers’ households. 1 Ch 28:1 

3 Then Solomon and all the as- 
sembly with him went to ®the high 
place which was at Gibeon, ®for God’s 
tent of meeting was there, which 

Moses the servant of the Lorp had 

made in the wilderness. © 1Ki3:4° Ex 36:8 

4 However, David had brought 
up "the ark of God from Kiriath- 
jearim to ®the place he had prepared 
for it, for he had pitched a tent for it in 

Jerusalem. 1 Ch 15:25-28 ¢ 2 Ch 6:2 

5 Now &the bronze altar, which 

Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, 

had made, was there before the taber- 

nacle of the Lorp, and Solomon and 

the assembly sought it out. Ex 31:9; 38:1-7 

6 Solomon went up there be- 
fore the Lorp to the bronze altar 
which was at the tent of meeting, and 
offered a thousand burnt offerings 
on it. 

7 In that night God appeared to 


Theme: Second Chronicles begins with 
Solomon’s reign and ends 
with the fall of Jerusalem. It 
covers more extensively the 
details involved in the building 
and dedication of the temple. 
The kings of Judah are de- 
tailed down. through the last 
king, Zedekiah, who is exiled 
to Babylon in 587 B.c. It 
largely ignores what happens 
in the Northern Kingdom after 
the split into two nations. 


Solomon and said to him, “Ask what I 
shall give you.” 1 Ki3:5-14 


Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom 
8 Solomon said to God, “You 
have dealt with my father David with 
great lovingkindness, and Shave made 
me king in his place. 1 Ch 28:5 
9 “Now, O Lorp God, ®Your 
promise to my father David is ful- 
filled, for You have made me king over 
Ra people as numerous as the dust of 
the earth. 2 Sa 7:12-16 © Ge 13:16; 22:17; 28:14 
10 “Give me now wisdom and 
knowledge, that I may go out and 
come in before this people, for who 
can rule this great people of Yours?” 
11 ®God said to Solomon, “Be- 
cause 'you had this in mind, and did 
not ask for riches, wealth or honor, or 
the life of those who hate you, nor 
have you even asked for long life, but 
you have asked for yourself wisdom 
and knowledge that you may rule My 
people over whom | have made you 
king, 1 Ki 3:1] © Lit this was in your heart 
12 wisdom and knowledge have 
been granted to you. And I will give 
you riches and wealth and honor, 
such as none of the kings who were 
before you has possessed nor those 
who will ‘come after you.” Lit be 
13 So Solomon went "from the 
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high place which was at Gibeon, from 
the tent of meeting, to Jerusalem, and 
he reigned over Israel. 2.Ch 1:3 Lit to 


Solomon’s Wealth 

14 Solomon amassed chariots 
and horsemen. He had 1,400 chariots 
and 12,000 horsemen, and he sta- 
tioned them in the chariot cities and 
with the king at Jerusalem. 1 ki 10:26-29 

15 The king made silver and gold 
as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones, 
and he made cedars as plentiful as 
sycamores in the lowland. 

16 Solomon’s Rhorses were im- 
ported from Egypt and from Kue; the 
king’s traders procured them from 
Kue for a price. De 17:16 

17 They Timported chariots from 
Egypt for 600 shekels of silver apiece 
and horses for 150 apiece, and by the 
same means they exported them to all 
the kings of the Hittites and the kings 
of Aram. Lit brought up and brought out 


Solomon Will Build a Temple and 
Palace 
RNow Solomon decided to build a 
house for the name of the Lorp 
and a royal palace for himself. 1ki5:5 

2 ™So Solomon assigned 70,000 
men to carry loads and 80,000 men to 
quarry stone in the mountains and 
3,600 to supervise them. Ch 2:1 in He 

3 ®Then Solomon sent word to 
Huram the king of Tyre, saying, “As 
you dealt with David my father and 
sent him cedars to build him a house 
to dwell in, so do for me. 1 Ki5:2-11 

4 “Behold, I am about to build a 
house for the name of the Lorp my 
God, dedicating it to Him, 8to burn 
fragrant incense before Him and to 
set out ®the showbread continually, 
and to offer burnt offerings morning 
and evening, on sabbaths and on new 
moons and on the appointed feasts of 
the Lorp our God, this being required 
forever in Israel. Ex 30:7 © Ex 25:30 

5 “The house which I am about 
to build will be great, for greater is our 
God than all the gods. 

6 “But kwho is able to build a 
house for Him, for the heavens and 
the highest heavens cannot contain 
Him? So who am I, that I should build 
a house for Him, except to burn in- 
cense before Him? 1 Ki 8:27; 2 Ch 6:18 
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7 “Now ®send me a skilled man 
to work in gold, silver, brass and iron, 
and in purple, crimson and violet fab- 
rics, and who knows how to make en- 
gravings, to work with the skilled men 
Rwhom I have in Judah and Jeru- 
salem, whom David my father pro- 
vided. Ex 31:3-5; 2 Ch 2:13, 14¢ 1 Ch 22:15 

8 “RSend me also cedar, cypress 
and algum timber from Lebanon, for I 
know that your servants know how to 
cut timber of Lebanon; and indeed 
Rmy servants will work with your Ser- 
vants, 1 Ki5:6 «2 Ch 9:10, 11 

9 to prepare timber in abun- 
dance for me, for the house which I 
am about to build will be great and 
wonderful. 

10 “Now behold, ®I will give to 
your servants, the woodsmen who cut 
the timber, 20,000 ‘kors of crushed 
wheat and 20,000 kors of barley, and 
20,000 baths of wine and 20,000 baths 
of oil.” 1Ki5:11 


Huram to Assist 

11 Then Huram, king of Tyre, an- 
swered in a letter sent to Solomon: 
“Because the Lorp loves His people, 
He has made you king over them.” 

12 Then Huram ‘continued, 
“Blessed be ®the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael, who has made heaven and earth, 
who has given King David a wise son, 
endowed with discretion and under- 
standing, who will build a house for 
the Lorp and a royal palace for him- 
self. Lit said e Ps 33:6; 102:25 © 2 Ch 2:1 

13 “Now lam sending Huram-abi, 
a Skilled man, ‘endowed with under- 
standing, Lit knowing understanding 

14 the son of a Danite woman and 
a Tyrian father, who knows how to 
work in gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone 
and wood, and in purple, violet, linen 
and crimson fabrics, and who knows 
how to make all kinds of engravings 
and to execute any design which may 
be assigned to him, to work with your 
skilled men and with those of my lord 
David your father. 

_ 15 “Now then, let my lord send to 
his servants wheat and barley, oil and 
wine, of which he has spoken. 2cn2:10 

16 “We will cut whatever timber 


2:6 Lit offer up in smoke 2:10 I.e. One kor equals 
approx 10 bu 


479 


you need from Lebanon and bring it 
to you on rafts by sea to Joppa, so that 
you may carry it up to Jerusalem.” 
17 Solomon numbered all the 
aliens who were in the land of Israel, 
Rfollowing the ‘census which his fa- 
ther David had taken; and 153,600 
were found. 1 Ch 22:2 © Lit numbering 
18 He appointed 70,000 of them to 
carry loads and 80,000 to quarry 
stones inthe mountains and 3,600 su- 
pervisors to make the people work. 


The Temple Construction in 
Jerusalem 
RThen Solomon began to build the 
house of the Lorp in Jerusalem on 
Mount Moriah, where the Lorp had 
appeared to his father David, at the 
place that David had prepared 8on 
the threshing floor of 'Ornan the Je- 
busite. 1ki6:1¢1 Ch 21:18 « In2 Sa 24:18, Araunah 
2 He began to build on the sec- 
ond day in the second month ‘of the 
fourth year of his reign. Lit in 


Dimensions and Materials of the 
Temple 

3 Now these are the ‘foundations 
which 8Solomon laid for building the 
house of God. The length in cubits, 
according to the old standard was 
sixty cubits, and the width twenty cu- 
bits. Lit founding of Solomon to build « 1 Ki 6:2 

4 The porch which was in front 
of the house ®was as long as the width 
of the house, twenty cubits, and the 
height 120; and inside he overlaid it 
with pure gold. 1 Ki 6:3 

5 He overlaid ®the main room 
with ‘cypress wood and overlaid it 
with fine gold, and ornamented it 
with palm trees and chains. 1 Ki 6:17 

6 Further, he adorned the house 
with precious stones; and the gold 
was gold from Parvaim. 

7 Healso overlaid the house with 
gold—the beams, the thresholds and 
its walls and its doors; and he carved 
cherubim on the walls. 

8 Now he made &the Troom of the 
holy of holies: its length across the 
width of the house was twenty cubits, 
and its width was twenty cubits; and 
he overlaid it with fine gold, amount- 
ing to 600 talents. Ex 26:33; 1 Ki 6:16 « Lit house 

9 The weight of the nails was 
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fifty shekels of gold. He also overlaid 
Rthe upper rooms with gold. — 1cn2¢11 

10 Then he made two sculptured 
cherubim in the room of the holy of 
holies and overlaid them with gold. 

11 The wingspan of the cherubim 
was twenty cubits; the wing of one, of 
five cubits, touched the wall of the 
house, and its other wing, of five cu- 
bits, touched the wing of the other 
cherub. 

12 The wing of the other cherub, 
of five cubits, touched the wall of the 
house; and its other wing of five cu- 
bits was attached to the wing of the 
Tfirst cherub. Lit other 

13 The wings of these cherubim 
extended twenty cubits, and they 
stood on their feet "facing the main 
room. Lit and their faces to 

14 He made the veil of violet, 
purple, crimson and fine linen, and he 
worked cherubim on it. Ex 26:31 

15 He also made two pillars for 
the front of the house, thirty-five cu- 
bits Thigh, and the capital on the top of 
each was five cubits. 1 Ki7:15-20« Lit long 

16 He made chains in the inner 
sanctuary and placed them on the 
tops of the pillars; and he made one 
hundred pomegranates and placed 
them on the chains. 

17 He erected the pillars in front 
of the temple, one on the right and the 
other on the left, and. named the one 
on the right Jachin and the one on the 
left Boaz. 1 Ki7:21 


Furnishings of the Temple 
Then ®he made a bronze altar, 
twenty cubits in length and twenty 
cubits in width and ten cubits in 
height. Ex 27:1, 2; 2 Ki 16:14 

2 XAlso he made the cast metal 
sea, ten cubits from brim to brim, cir- 
cular in form, and its height was five 
cubits and its circumference thirty cu- 
bits. 1 Ki 7:23-26 

3 Now figures like oxen were 
under it and all around it, ten cubits, 
entirely encircling the sea. The oxen 
were in two rows, cast in one piece. 

4 It stood on twelve oxen, three 
facing the north, three facing west, 
three facing south and three facing 
east; and the sea was set on top of 


3:3 Le. One cubit equals approx 18 in. 


2 CHRONICLES 4:5 


them and all their hindquarters turned 
inwards. 

5 It was a handbreadth thick, 
and its brim was made like the brim 
of a cup, like a lily blossom; it ®could 
hold 3,000 baths. 1 Ki 7:26 

6 He also made ten basins in 
which to wash, and he set five on the 
right side and five on the left to rinse 
things for the burnt offering; but the 
sea was for the priests to wash in. 

7 Then he made the ten golden 
lampstands in the way prescribed for 
them and he set them in the temple, 
five on the right side and five on the 
left. Ex 25:31-40; 1 Ki 7:49 

8 He also made ten tables and 
placed them in the temple, five on the 
right side and five on the left. And he 
made one hundred golden bowls. 

9 Then he made &the court of the 
priests and 8the great court and doors 
for the court, and overlaid their doors 
with bronze. 1 Ki 6:36 © 2 Ki 21:5 

10 RHe set the sea on the right 
Tgide of the house toward the south- 
east. 1 Ki 7:39 © Lit shoulder 

11 8Huram also made the pails, 
the shovels and the bowls. So Huram 
finished doing the work which he per- 
formed for King Solomon in the 
house of God: 1 Ki 7:40-51 

12 the two pillars, the bowls and 
the two capitals on top of the pillars, 
and the two networks to cover the two 
bowls of the capitals which were on 
top of the pillars, 

13 and the four hundred pome- 
granates for the two networks, two 
rows of pomegranates for each net- 
work to cover the two bowls of the 
capitals which were on the pillars. 

14 He also made the stands and 
he made the basins on the stands, 

15 andthe one sea with the twelve 
oxen under it. 

16 The pails, the shovels, the forks 
and all its utensils, Huram-abi made 
of polished bronze for King Solomon 
for the house of the Lorp. 

17 On the plain of the Jordan the 
king cast them in the clay ground be- 
tween Succoth and Zeredah. 

18 Thus Solomon made all these 
utensils in great quantities, for the 
weight of the bronze could not be 
found out. 1 Ki 7:47 

19 Solomon also made all the 
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things that were in the house of God: 
even the golden altar, the tables with 
the bread of the Presence on them, — 

20 the lampstands with their 
lamps of pure gold, ®to burn in front 
of the inner sanctuary in the way pre- 
scribed; Ex 25:31-37; 2 Ch 5:7 

21 the flowers, the lamps, and the 
tongs of gold, of purest gold; 

22 and the snuffers, the bowls, the 
spoons and the firepans of pure gold; 
and the entrance of the house, its 
inner doors for the holy of holies and 
the doors of the house, that is, of the 
nave, of gold. 


The Ark Is Brought into the 
Temple 

RThus all the work that Solomon 

performed for the house of the 
Lorp was finished. And Solomon 
brought in the things that David his 
father had dedicated, even the silver 
and the gold and all the utensils, and 
put them in the treasuries of the 
house of God. 1 Ki7:51 2 Sa 8:11; 1 Ch 18:11 

2 Then Solomon assembled to 
Jerusalem the elders of Israel and all 
the heads of the tribes, the leaders of 
the fathers’ households of the sons of 
Israel, to bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp out of the city 
of David, which is Zion. 1 Ki 8:1-9 

3 All the men of Israel assembled 
themselves to the king at the feast, 
that is in the seventh month. 

4 Then all the elders of Israel 
came, and "the Levites took up the 
ark. Jos 3:6; 2 Ch 5:7 

5 They brought up the ark and 
the tent of meeting and all the holy 
utensils which were in the tent; the 
Levitical priests brought them up. 

6 And King Solomon and all the 
congregation of Israel who were as- 
sembled with him before the ark, 
were Sacrificing ‘so many sheep and 
oxen that they could not be counted 
or numbered. tit sheep...numbered for multitude 

7 Then the priests brought the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp to its 
place, into the inner sanctuary of the 
house, to the holy of holies, under the 
wings of the cherubim. 

_ 8 For the cherubim spread their 
wings over the place of the ark, so 
that the cherubim made a covering 
over the ark and its poles. Lit poles above 
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' 9 The poles were so long that the 
ends of the poles of the ark could be 
seen in front of the inner sanctuary, 
but they could not be seen outside; 
and they are there to this day. 

10 There was nothing in the ark 
except the two tablets which Moses 
put there at Horeb, where the Lorp 
made a covenant with the sons of Is- 
rael, when they came out of Egypt. 


The Glory of God Fills the 
Temple 
11 When the priests came forth 
from the holy place (for all the priests 
who were present had _ sanctified 
themselves, without regard ®to divi- 
sions), 1 Ch 24:1-5 
12 and all the Levitical singers, 
Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their 
sons and kinsmen, clothed in fine 
linen, with cymbals, harps and lyres, 
standing eastoof the altar, and with 
them one hundred and twenty priests 
Rblowing trumpets 1 Ch 13:8; 15:16, 24° 2 Ch 7:6 
13 in unison when the trum- 
peters and the singers were to 
make themselves heard with one 
voice to praise and to glorify the 
Lorp, and when they lifted up their 
voice accompanied by trumpets and 
cymbals and instruments of music, 
and when they praised the Lorp say- 
ing, “He indeed is good for His lov- 
ingkindness is everlasting,” then the 
house, the house of the Lorp, was 
filled with a cloud, 1 Ch 16:42 
14 so that the priests could not 
stand to minister because of the 
cloud, for 8the glory of the Lorp filled 
the house of God. Ex 40:35; 1 Ki 8:11 


Solomon’s Dedication 
Bae Solomon said, 
“The Lorp has said that He 
would dwell in the thick 
cloud. 1 Ki 8:12-50 
2 “I have built You a lofty house, 
And a place for Your dwelling 
forever.” 

3 Then the king ‘faced about and 
blessed all the assembly of Israel, 
while all the assembly of Israel was 
standing. Lit turned his face about 

4 He said, “Blessed be the Lorp, 
the God of Israel, who spoke with His 
mouth to my father David and has ful- 
filled it with His hands, saying, 
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5 ‘Since the day that I brought 
My people from the land of Egypt, I 
did not choose a city out of all the 
tribes of Israel in which to build a 
house that My name might be there, 
nor did I choose any man for a leader 
over My people Israel; 

6 but ®I have chosen Jerusalem 
that My name might be there, and I 
Rhave chosen David to be over My 
people Israel.’ 2 Ch 12:13 © 1 Ch 28:4 

7 “RNow it was Tin the heart of 
my father David to build a house for 
the name of the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael. 1 Ki 5:3; 1 Ch 28:2 ¢ Lit with 

8 “But the Lorp said to my father 
David, ‘Because it was Tin your heart 
to build a house for My name, you did 
well that it was in your heart. © Lit with 

9 ‘Nevertheless you shall. not 
build the house, but your son who will 
be born to you, he shall build the 
house for My name,’ 

10 “Now the Lorn has fulfilled His 
word which He spoke; for I have risen 
in the place of my father David and 
sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lorp 
Tpromised, and have built the house 
for the name of the Lorp, the God of 
Israel. Lit spoke 

11 “There I have set the ark 8in 
which is the covenant of the Lorp, 
which He made with the sons of Is- 
rael.” 2 Ch 5:7, 10 


Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication 

12 Then he stood before the altar 
of the Lorp in the presence of all the 
assembly of Israel and spread out his 
hands. 

13 Now Solomon had made a 
bronze platform, five cubits long, five 
cubits wide and three cubits high, and 
had set it in the midst of the court; and 
he stood on it, knelt on his knees in 
the presence of all the assembly of Is- 
rael and spread out his hands toward 
heaven. Ne 8:4 ¢ 1 Ki 8:54 

14 He said, “O Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael, ®there is no god like You in 
heaven or on earth, keeping covenant 
and showing lovingkindness to Your 
servants who walk before You with all 
their heart; Ex 15:11; De 3:24 

15 8who has kept with Your ser- 
vant David, my father, that which You 
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have ™promised him; indeed You have 
spoken with Your mouth and have ful- 
filled it with Your hand, as it is this 
day. 1 Ch 22:9, 10 ¢ Lit spoken to 

16 “Now therefore, O Lorp, the 
God of Israel, keep with Your servant 
David, my father, that which You have 
promised him, saying, ‘®You shall not 
lack a man to sit on the throne of Is- 
rael, if only your sons take heed to 
their way, to walk in My law as you 
have walked before Me.’ 1 ki2:4;2 ch7:18 

17 “Now therefore, O Lorp, the 
God of Israel, let Your word be con- 
firmed which You have spoken to Your 
servant David. 

18 “But Rwill God indeed dwell 
with mankind on the earth? Behold, 
heaven and the highest heaven can- 
not contain You; how much less this 
house which I have built. Ps 113:5, 6 

19 “Yet have regard to the prayer 
of Your servant and to his supplica- 
tion, O Lorp my God, to listen to the 
cry and to the prayer which Your ser- 
vant prays before You; 

20 that Your eye may be open to- 
ward this house day and night, toward 
Rthe place of which You have said that 
You would put Your name there, to lis- 
ten to the prayer which Your servant 
shall pray toward this place. De 12:11 

21 “Listen to the supplications of 
Your servant and of Your people Israel 
when they pray toward this place; 
hear from Your dwelling place, from 
heaven; hear and forgive. 

22 “If a man sins against his 
neighbor and is made to take an oath, 
and he comes and takes an oath be- 
fore Your altar in this house, 

23 then hear from heaven and act 
and judge Your servants, 8punishing 
the wicked by bringing his way on his 
own head and justifying the righteous 
by giving him according to his right- 
eousness. Is 3:11; Ro 2:8, 9 

24 “If Your people Israel Tare de- 
feated before an enemy because they 
have sinned against You, and they re- 
turn to You and confess Your name, 
and pray and make supplication be- 
fore You in this house, | Lit smitten» Ps 51:4 

_ 25 then hear from heaven and for- 
give the sin of Your people Israel, and 
bring them back to the land which 
You have given to them and to their 
fathers. 
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26 “When the 8heavens are shut 
up and there is no rain because they 
have sinned against You, and they 
pray toward this place and confess 
Your name, and turn from their sin 
when You afflict them; 1Ki17:1 

27 then hear in heaven and for- 
give the sin of Your servants and Your 
people Israel, indeed, teach them the 
good way in which they should walk. 
And send rain on Your land which You 
have given to Your people for an in- 
heritance. Ps 94:12 

28 “If there is famine in the land, 
if there is pestilence, if there is blight 
or mildew, if there is locust or 
grasshopper, if their enemies besiege 
them in the land of their ‘cities, what- 
ever plague or whatever sickness 
there is, 2 Ch 20:9 © Lit gates 

29 whatever prayer or supplica- 
tion is made by any man or by all Your 
people Israel, each knowing his own 
affliction and his own pain, and 
spreading his hands toward this 
house, Lit whoever shall know 

30 then hear from heaven Your 
dwelling place, and forgive, and 
render to each according to all his 
ways, whose heart You know for 
You alone know the hearts of the 
sons of men, 

31 that they may ‘fear You, to 
walk in Your ways as long as they live 
in the land which You have given to 
our fathers. 

32 “Also concerning the for- 
eigner who is not from Your people Is- 
rael, when he comes from a far 
country for Your great name’s sake 
and Your mighty hand and Your out- 
stretched arm, when they come and 
pray toward this house, Is 56:3-8 

33 then hear from heaven, from 
Your dwelling place, and do accord- 
ing to all for which the foreigner calls 
to You, in order that all the peoples of 
the earth may know Your name, and 
"fear You as do Your people Israel, 
and that they may know that this 
house which I have built is 8called by 
Your name. 2.Ch 7:14 

34 “When Your people go out to 
battle against their enemies, by what- 
ever way You shall send them, and 
they pray to You toward this city 


6:31 Or reverence 6:33 Or reverence 


483 


which You have chosen and the house 
which I have built for Your name, 

35 then hear from heaven their 
prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause. 

36 “When they sin against You (for 
there is no man who does not sin) and 
You are angry with them and deliver 
them to an enemy, so that they take 
them away captive to a land far off or 
near, 

37 if they take thought in the land 

where they are taken captive, and re- 

pent and make supplication to You in 
the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We 
have sinned, we have committed iniq- 
uity and have acted wickedly’; 

38 if they return to You with all 
their heart and with all their soul in 
the land of their captivity, where they 
have been taken captive, and pray to- 
ward their land which You have given 
to their fathers and the city which You 
have chosen, and toward the house 
which I have built for Your name, 

39 then hear from heaven, from 

- Your dwelling place, their prayer and 
supplications, and maintain their 
cause and forgive Your people who 
have sinned against You. 

40 “Now, O my God, I pray, ®let 
Your eyes be open and ® Your ears at- 
tentive to the prayer offered in this 
place. 2. Ch 7:15; Ne 1:6, 11 © Ps 17:1 
41 “RNow therefore arise, O Lorp 
God, to Your resting place, You and the 
ark of Your might; let Your priests, O 
Lorp God, be clothed with salvation 
and let Your godly ones rejoice in 
what is good. Ps 132:8, 9 

42 “O Lorp God, do not turn away 
the face of Your anointed; ®remember 
Your lovingkindness to Your servant 
David.” Ps 89:24, 28; 132:10-12; Is 55:3 


The Shekinah Glory 
»4, 7 Now when Solomon had fin- 
y. ished praying, fire came down 
from heaven and consumed the burnt 
offering and the sacrifices, and the 
glory of the Lorp filled the house. 

2 ®The priests could not enter 
into the house of the Lorp because 
the glory of the Lorp filled the Lorp’s 

use. 2. Ch 5:14 

3 All the sons of Israel, seeing 
the fire come down and the glory of 
the Lorp upon the house, bowed 
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down on the pavement with their 
faces to the ground, and they wor- 
shiped and gave praise to the Lorp, 
saying, “Truly He is good, truly His 
lovingkindness is everlasting.” 


Sacrifices Offered 

4 Then the king and all the peo- 

ple offered sacrifice before the Lorp. 

_ 5 King Solomon offered a sacri- 
fice of 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. 
Thus the king and all the people ded- 
icated the house of God. 

6 The priests stood at their posts, 
and ®the Levites also, with the instru- 
ments of music to the Lorp, which 
King David had made for giving 
praise to the Lorp—“for His lov- 
ingkindness is everlasting”—when- 
ever The gave praise by their means, 
while ®the priests on the other side 
blew trumpets; and all Israel was 
standing. 1 Ch 15:16-21 ¢ Lit David ¢ 2 Ch 5:12 

7 ®Then Solomon consecrated 
the middle of the court that was be- 
fore the house of the Lorp, for there 
he offered the burnt offerings and the 
fat of the peace offerings because the 
bronze altar which Solomon had 
made was not able to contain the 
burnt offering, the grain offering and 
the fat. 1 Ki 8:64-66 


The Feast of Dedication 

8 So Solomon observed the feast 
at that time for seven days, and all Is- 
rael with him, a very great assembly 
who came from the entrance of 
Hamath to the brook of Egypt. 

9 On the eighth day they held 8a 
solemn assembly, for the dedication 
of the altar they observed seven days 
and the feast seven days. Le 23:36 

10 Then on the twenty-third day 
of the seventh month he sent the peo- 
ple to their tents, rejoicing and happy 
of heart because of the goodness that 
the Lorp had shown to David and to 
Solomon and to His people Israel. 


God’s Promise and Warning 
11 Thus Solomon finished the 
house of the Lorp and the king’s 
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palace, and successfully completed all 
that he had planned on doing in the 
house of the Lorp and in his palace. 

12 Then the Lorp appeared to 
Solomon at night and said to him, “I 
have heard your prayer and ®have 
chosen this place for Myself as a 
house of sacrifice. De 12:5, 11 

13 “If I shut up the heavens so that 
there is no rain, or if 1 command the 
locust to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence among My people, 

14 and My people who are called 
by My name humble themselves and 
pray and seek My face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land. 

15 “RNow My eyes will be open 
and My ears attentive to the prayer of- 
fered in this place. 

16 “For know I have chosen and 
consecrated this house that My name 
may be there forever, and My eyes 
and My heart will be there perpetu- 
ally. 2Ch 7:12 

17 “As for you, if you walk be- 
fore Me as your father David 
walked, even to do according to all 
that I have commanded you, and will 
keep My statutes and My ordinances, 

18 then I will establish your royal 
throne as I covenanted with your fa- 
ther David, saying, ‘You shall not lack 
aman to be ruler in Israel.’ 

19 “8But if you turn away and for- 
sake My statutes and My command- 
ments which I have set before you, 
and go and serve other gods and wor- 
ship them, Le 26:14, 33; De 28:15 

20 then I will uproot you from My 
land which I have given you, and this 
house which I have consecrated for 
My name I will cast out of My sight 
and I will make it 8a proverb and a by- 
word among all peoples. De 28:37 

21 “As for this house, which was 
exalted, everyone who passes by it 
will be astonished and say, ‘?Why has 
the Lorp done thus to this land and to 
this house?’ De 29:24-27 

22 “And they will say, ‘Because 
they forsook the Lorp, the God of 
their fathers who brought them from 
the land of Egypt, and they adopted 
other gods and worshiped them and 
served them; therefore He has brought 
all this adversity on them.’” 
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Solomon’s Activities and 
Accomplishments 

RNow it came about at the end of 

the twenty years in which Solomon 
had built the house of the Lorp and 
his own house 1 Ki 9:10-28 

2 that he built the cities which 
Huram had given to Thim, and settled 
the sons of Israel there. Lit Solomon 

3 Then Solomon went to 
Hamath-zobah and captured it. | 

4 He built Tadmor in the wilder- 
ness and all the storage cities which 
he had built in Hamath. 

5 He also built upper Beth-horon 
and lower Beth-horon, fortified cities 
with walls, gates and bars; 

6 and Baalath and all the storage 
cities that Solomon had, and all the 
cities for This chariots and cities for 
This horsemen, and all that it pleased 
Solomon to build in Jerusalem, in 
Lebanon, and in all the land Tunder 
his rule. Lit the ¢ Lit the © Lit of 

7 All of the people who were left 
of the Hittites, the Amorites, the Per- 
izzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, 
who were not of Israel, Ge 15:18-21; 1 Ki 9:20 

8 namely, from their descendants 
who were left after them in the land 
whom the sons of Israel had not de- 
stroyed, them Solomon raised as 
forced laborers to this day. 1 Ki 4:6; 9:21 

9 But Solomon did not make 
slaves for his work from the sons of 
Israel; they were men of war, his chief 
captains and commanders of his char- 
iots and his horsemen. 

10 These were the chief officers of 
King Solomon, two hundred and fifty 
who ruled over the people. 

11 ®Then Solomon — brought 
Pharaoh’s daughter up from the city 
of David to the house which he had 
built for her, for he said, “My wife 
shall not dwell in the house of David 
king of Israel, because 'the places are 
holy where the ark of the Lorp has 
entered.” 1 Ki 3:1; 7:8 © Lit they are 

12 Then Solomon offered burnt 
offerings to the Lorp on &the altar of 
the Lorp which he had built before 
the porch; 2Ch 4:1 

13 and did so according to the 
daily rule, offering them up according 
to the commandment of Moses, for 
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the sabbaths, the new moons and the 
three annual feasts—the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks 
and the Feast of Booths. 

14 Now according to the ordi- 
nance of his father David, he ap- 
pointed the divisions of the priests 
for their service, and *the Levites for 
their duties of praise and ministering 
before the priests according to the 
daily rule, and ®the gatekeepers by 
their divisions at every gate; for 
David the man of God had so com- 
manded. 1 Ch 24:1 ¢ 1 Ch 25:1 ¢ 1 Ch 26:1 

15 And they did not depart from 
the commandment of the king to the 
priests and Levites in any manner or 
concerning the storehouses. 

16 Thus all the work of Solomon 
was carried out from the day of the 
foundation of the house of the Lorp, 
and until it was finished. So the house 
of the Lorp was completed. 

17 Then Solomon went to 8Ezion- 
geber and to 8Eloth on the seashore 
in the land of Edom. 1 Ki 9:26 © 2 Ki 14:22 

18 And Huram by his servants 
sent him ships and servants who 
knew the sea; and they went with 
Solomon’s servants to Ophir, and 
Rtook from there four hundred and 
fifty talents of gold and brought them 
to King Solomon. 2 Ch 9:10, 13 


Visit of the Queen of Sheba 

Now when the queen of Sheba 

heard of the fame of Solomon, she 
came to Jerusalem to test Solomon 
with difficult questions. She had a 
very large retinue, with camels carry- 
ing spices and a large amount of gold 
and precious stones; and when she 
came to Solomon, she spoke with him 
about all that was on her heart. 

2 Solomon ‘answered all her 
questions; nothing was hidden from 
Solomon which he did not ‘explain to 
her. Lit told her all her words ° Lit tell 

3 When the queen of Sheba had 
seen the wisdom of Solomon, the 
house which he had built, 

4 the food at his table, the seat- 
ing of his servants, the attendance of 
his ministers and their attire, his cup- 
bearers and their attire, and his stair- 
way by which he went up to the house 
of the Lorp, she was breathless. 

5 Then she said to the king, “It 
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was a true report which I heard in my 
own land about your words and your 
wisdom. 

6 “Nevertheless I did not believe 
their reports until I came and my eyes 
had seen it. And behold, the half of 
the greatness of your wisdom was not 
told me. You surpass the report that I 
heard. 

7 “How "blessed are your men, 
how blessed are these your servants 
who stand before you continually and 
hear your wisdom. Or happy 

8 “Blessed be the Lorp your God 
who delighted in you, setting you on 
His throne as king for the Lorp your 
God; because your God loved Israel 
establishing them forever, therefore 
He made you king over them, to do 
justice and righteousness.” 1 ch 28:5; 29:23 

Then she gave the king one 
hundred and twenty talents of gold 
and avery great amount of spices and 
precious stones; there had never been 
spice like that which the queen of 
Sheba gave to King Solomon. 

10 The servants of Huram and the 
servants of Solomon who brought 
gold from Ophir, also brought algum 
trees and precious stones. 

11 From the algum trees the king 
made steps for the house of the Lorp 
and for the king’s palace, and lyres 
and harps for the singers; and none 
like that was seen before in the land 
of Judah. 

12 King Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba all her desire which 
she requested besides a return for 
what she had brought to the king. 
Then she turned and went to her own 
land with her servants. 


Solomon’s Wealth and Power 
13  ®Now the weight of gold which 
came to Solomon in one year was 666 
talents of gold, 1 Ki 10:14-28 
14 besides that which the traders 
and merchants brought; and all ®the 
kings of Arabia and the governors of 
the country brought gold and silver to 
Solomon. Ps 68:29; 72:10 
15 King Solomon made 200 large 
shields of beaten gold, “using 600 
shekels of beaten gold on each large 
shield. Lit he brought up 
16 He made 300 shields of beaten 
gold, Tusing three hundred shekels of 
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gold on each shield, and the king put 
them in the house of the forest of 
Lebanon. Lit he brought up 

17 Moreover, the king made a 
great throne of ivory and overlaid it 
with pure gold. 

18 There were six steps to the 
throne and a footstool in gold at- 
tached to the throne, and ‘arms on 
each side of the seat, and two lions 
standing beside the arms. Lit hands 

19 Twelve lions were standing 
there on the six steps on the one side 
and on the other; nothing like it was 
made for any other kingdom. 

20 All King Solomon’s drinking 
vessels were of gold, and all the ves- 
sels of the house of the forest of 
Lebanon were of pure gold; silver was 
not considered ‘valuable in the days 
of Solomon. Lit anything 

21 For the king had ships which 
went to Tarshish with the servants of 
Huram; once every three years the 
ships of Tarshish came bringing gold 
and silver, ivory and apes and pea- 
cocks. 2. Ch 20:36, 37 

22 ®So King Solomon became 
greater than all the kings of the earth 
in riches and wisdom. 1 Ki3:13;2 Ch 1:12 

23 And all the kings of the earth 
were seeking the presence of 
Solomon, to hear his wisdom which 
God had put in his heart. 

24 ®They brought every man his 
gift, articles of silver and gold, gar- 
ments, weapons, spices, horses and 
mules, so much year by year. Ps 72:10 

25 Now Solomon had 84,000 stalls 
for horses and chariots and 12,000 
horsemen, and he stationed them in 
the chariot cities and with the king in 
Jerusalem. De 17:16; 1 Ki 4:26; 10:26; 2 Ch 1:14 

26 He was the ruler over all the 
kings from the Euphrates River even 
to the land of the Philistines, and as 
far as the border of Egypt. 

27 ®The king made silver as com- 
mon as stones in Jerusalem, and he 
made cedars as plentiful as sycamore 
trees that are in the lowland. 

28 RAnd they were bringing 
horses for Solomon from Egypt and 
from all countries. 2.Ch 1:16 

29 Now the rest of the acts of 
Solomon, from first to last, are they 
not written in the records of Nathan 
the prophet, and in the prophecy of 
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Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the vi- 
sions of Iddo the seer concerning Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat? 1 Ki 11:41-43 

30 RSolomon reigned forty years 
in Jerusalem over all Israel. 1 ki 11:42, 43 


Death of Solomon aio 

31 And Solomon slept with his fa- 
thers and was buried in the city of 
his father David; and his son Re- 
hoboam reigned in his place. 1 ki2:10 


Rehoboam’s Reign of Folly 

l Then Rehoboam went to 
Shechem, for all Israel had 

come to Shechem to make him king. 

2 When Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat heard of it (for ®he was in 
Egypt where he had fled from the 
presence of King Solomon), Jeroboam 
returned from Egypt. 1 Ki 11:40 

3 So they sent and summoned 
him. When Jeroboam and all Israel 
came, they spoke to Rehoboam, say- 
ing, 

4 “Your father made our yoke 
hard; now therefore lighten the hard 
service of your father and his heavy 
yoke which he put on us, and we will 
serve you.” 1 Ki 5:13-16 

5 He said to them, “Return to me 
again in three days.” So the people de- 
parted. 

6 Then King Rehoboam con- 
sulted with the elders who had served 
his father Solomon while he was still 
alive, saying, “How do you counsel me 
to answer this people?” 

7 They spoke to him, saying, “If 
you will be kind to this people and 
please them and ®speak good words 
to them, then they will be your ser- 
vants forever.” Pr 15:1 

8 But he 8forsook the counsel of 
the elders which they had given him, 
and consulted with the young men 
who grew up with him ‘and served 
him. 2 Sa 17:14; Pr 13:20 ¢ Lit who stood before 

9 So he said to them, “What 
counsel do you give that we may an- 
swer this people, who have spoken to 
me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke which 
your father put on us’?” 

_10 The young men who grew up 
with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus 
you shall say to the people who spoke 
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to you, saying, ‘Your father made our 
yoke heavy, but you make it lighter 
for us.’ Thus you shall say to them, 
‘My little finger is thicker than my fa- 
ther’s loins! 

_11 ‘Whereas my father loaded you 
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke; my father disciplined you with 
whips, but I will discipline you with 
scorpions.” 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people 
came to Rehoboam on the third day 
as the king had ‘directed, saying, “Re- 
turn to me on the third day.” Lit sporen 

13 The king answered them 
harshly, and King Rehoboam forsook 
the counsel of the elders. 

14 He spoke to them according to 
the advice of the young men, saying, 
“My father made your yoke heavy, but 
I will add to it; my father disciplined 
you with whips, but I will discipline 
you with scorpions.” 

15 So the king did not listen to the 
people, ®for it was a turn of events 
from God that the Lorp might estab- 
lish His word, which He spoke 
through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat. 2 Ch 25:16-20 

16 When all Israel saw that the 
king did not listen to them the people 
answered the king, saying, 

“What portion do we have in 
David? 
We have no inheritance in the 
son of Jesse. 
Every man to your tents, O 
Israel; 
Now look after your own 
house, David.” 
So all Israel departed to their tents. 

17 But as for the sons of Israel 
who lived in the cities of Judah, Re- 
hoboam reigned over them. 

18 Then King Rehoboam sent 
Hadoram, who was Rover the forced 
labor, and the sons of Israel stoned 
him to death. And King Rehoboam 
made haste to mount his chariot to 
flee to Jerusalem. 1 Ki 4:6; 5:14 

19 So Israel has been in rebellion 
against the house of David to this day. 


Rehoboam Reigns over Judah 

and Builds Cities 

l Now when Rehoboam had 
come to Jerusalem, he assem- 
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bled the house of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, 180,000 chosen men who were 
warriors, to fight against Israel to re- 
store the kingdom to: Rehoboam. 

2 But the word of the Lorp came 
to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 

3 “Speak to Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all 
Israel in Judah and Benjamin, say- 
ing, 

4 ‘Thus says the Lorp, “You shall 
not go up or fight against ®your ‘rela- 
tives; return every man to his house, 
Rfor this thing is from Me.”’” So they 
listened to the words of the Lorp and 
returned from going against Jer- 
oboam. 2 Ch 28:8-11 © Lit brothers ¢ 2.Ch 10:15 

5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem 
and built cities for defense in Judah. 

6 Thus he built Bethlehem, Etam, 
Tekoa, 

7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, 

8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 

9 Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 

10 Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron, 
which are fortified cities in Judah and 
in Benjamin. 

11 He also strengthened the 
fortresses and put officers in them 
and stores of food, oil and wine. 

12 He put shields and spears in 
every city and strengthened them 
greatly. So he held Judah and Ben- 
jamin. 

13 Moreover, the priests and the 
Levites who were in all Israel stood 
with him from all their districts. 


Jeroboam Appoints False Priests 

14 For ®the Levites left their pas- 
ture lands and their property and 
came to Judah and Jerusalem, for 
RJeroboam and his sons had excluded 
them from serving as priests to the 
Lorp. Nu 35:2-5 ¢ 1 Ki 12:28-33; 2 Ch 13:9 

15 He set up priests of his own for 
the high places, for the satyrs and for 
the calves which he had made. 

16 Those from all the tribes of Is- 
rael who set their hearts on seeking 
the Lorp God of Israel ‘followed them 
to Jerusalem, to sacrifice to the Lorp 
God of their fathers. 2 Ch 15:9 Lit came after 

17 They strengthened the king- 
dom of Judah and supported Re- 
hoboam the son of Solomon for three 
years, for they walked in the way of 
David and Solomon for three years. 
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Rehoboam’s Family 

18 Then Rehoboam took as a wife 
Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth 
the son of David and of Abihail the 
daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse, 

19 and she bore him sons: Jeush, 
Shemariah and Zaham. 

20 After her he took 3Maacah the 
daughter of ‘Absalom, and she bore 
him Abijah, Attai, Ziza and Shelo- 
mith. 1 Ki 15:2; 2 Ch 13:2’ In 1 Ki 15:2, Abishalom 

21 Rehoboam loved Maacah the 
daughter of Absalom more than all 
his other wives and concubines. For 
Rhe had taken eighteen wives and 
sixty concubines and _ fathered 
twenty-eight sons and sixty daugh- 
ters. De 17:17 

22 RRehoboam appointed Abijah 
the son of Maacah as head and leader 
among his brothers, for he intended 
to make him king. De 21:15-17 

23 He acted wisely and distributed 
Tsome of his sons through all the ter- 
ritories of Judah and Benjamin to all 
the fortified cities, and he gave them 
food in abundance. And he sought 
many wives for them. Lit from all 


Shishak of Egypt Invades Judah 
| Bar ah sc the kingdom of Re- 
hoboam was established and 
strong, he and all Israel with him for- 
sook the law of the LorD. 2h 11:17; 12:13 
2 RAnd it came about in King Re- 
hoboam’s fifth year, because they had 
been unfaithful to the Lorp, that 
RShishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jerusalem 1 Ki 14:25 « 1 Ki 11:40 
3 with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 
horsemen. And the people who came 
with him from Egypt were without 
number: 8the Lubim, the Sukkiim and 
the Ethiopians. 2 Ch 16:8; Na 3:9 
4 He captured ®the fortified cities 
of Judah and came as far as 
Jerusalem. 2 Ch 11:5-12 
5 Then 8Shemaiah the prophet 
came to Rehoboam and the princes of 
Judah who had gathered at Jerusalem 
because of Shishak, and he said to 
them, “Thus says the Lorn, ‘You have 
forsaken Me, so I also have forsaken 
you to Shishak,’” 2h 11:2 De 28:15: 2 Ch 15:2 
6 So the princes of Israel and the 
king humbled themselves and said, 
“The 8Lorp is righteous.” Ex 9:27; Da 9:14 
7 When the Lorp saw that they 
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humbled themselves, the word of the 
Lorp came to Shemaiah, saying, 
“RThey have humbled themselves so I 
will not destroy them, but I will grant 
them some measure of deliverance, 
and ®My wrath shall not be poured 
out on Jerusalem by means of 
Shishak. 1 Ki 21:29 © 2 Ch 34:25-27; Ps 78:38 

8 “But they will become his 
slaves so ®that they may learn the dif- 
ference between My service and the 
service of the kingdoms of the coun- 
tries.” De 28:47, 48 


Plunder Impoverishes Judah 
9 ®So Shishak king of Egypt 
came up against Jerusalem, and took 
the treasures of the house of the Lorp 
and the treasures of the king’s palace. 
He took everything; ®he even took the 
golden shields which Solomon had 
made. 1 Ki 14:26-28 ¢ 1 Ki 10:16, 17; 2 Ch 9:15, 16 
10 Then King Rehoboam made 
shields of bronze in their place and 
committed them to the care of the 
commanders of the guard who 
guarded the door of the king’s house. 
11 As often as the king entered 
the house of the Lorp, the ?guards 
came and carried them and then 
brought them back into the Tguards’ 
room. Lit runners ¢ Lit runners 
12 And 8when he humbled him- 
self, the anger of the Lorp turned 
away from him, so as not to destroy 
him completely; and also conditions 
Rwere good in Judah. 2h 12:6,7+2Ch 19:3 
13 So King Rehoboam strength- 
ened himself in Jerusalem and 
reigned. Now Rehoboam was forty- 
one years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city which the Lorp 
had chosen from all the tribes of Is- 
rael, to put His name there. And his 
mother’s name was Naamah the Am- 
monitess. 1 Ki 14:21 
14 He did evil because he did not 
set his heart to seek the Lorb. 2cn19:3 
15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, 
from first to last, are they not written 
in the records of Shemaiah the 
prophet and of Iddo the seer, accord- 
ing to genealogical enrollment? And 
there were wars between Rehoboam 
and Jeroboam continually. 1 Ki 14:29 
16 And Rehoboam slept with his 
fathers and was buried in the city of 
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David; and his son 8Abijah became 
king in his place. 2 Ch 11:20 


Abijah Succeeds Rehoboam 
l Thee the eighteenth year of King 
Jeroboam, Abijah became king 
over Judah. 1 Ki 15:1,2 
~ 2 He reigned three years in 
Jerusalem; and his mother’s name 
was Micaiah the daughter of Uriel of 
Gibeah. 
RNow there was war ag Abi- 
jah and Jeroboam. Ki 15:7 
3 Abijah began the battle with an 
army of valiant warriors, 400,000 cho- 
sen men, while Jeroboam drew up in 
battle formation against him with 
800,000 chosen men who were valiant 
warriors. 


Civil War 
4 Then Abijah stood on Mount 
RZemaraim, which is in the hill coun- 
try of Ephraim, and said, “Listen to 
me, Jeroboam and all Israel: Jos 18:22 
5 “Do you not Know that 8the 
Lorp God of Israel gave the rule over 
Israel forever to David and his sons 
by a covenant of salt? 2 Sa 7:12-16 
6 “Yet RJeroboam the son of 
Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son 
of David, rose up and rebelled against 
his Tmaster, 1 Ki 11:26 « Or lord 
7 and worthless men gathered 
about him, scoundrels, who proved 
too strong for Rehoboam, the son of 
Solomon, when ®he was young and 
timid and could not hold his own 
against them. 2 Ch 12:13 
8 “So now you intend to resist 
the kingdom of the Lorp "through the 
sons of David, being a great multitude 
and having with you ®the golden 
calves which Jeroboam made for gods 
for yOu. _ Lit in the hands of « 1 Ki 12:28; 2 Ch 11:15 
9 “RHave you not driven out the 
priests of the Lorp, the sons of Aaron 
and the Levites, and made for your- 
selves priests like the peoples of other 
lands? Whoever comes &to consecrate 
himself with a young bull and seven 
rams, even he may become a priest of 
what are no gods. 2 Ch 11:14, 15 © Ex 29:29-33 
10 “But as for us, the Lorp is our 
God, and we have not forsaken Him; 
and the sons of Aaron are ministering 
to the Lorp as priests, and the Levites 
Tattend to their work. Lit in the work 
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11 “Every morning and evening 
they burn to the Lorp burnt offerings 
and fragrant incense, and the show- 
bread is set on the clean table, and the 
golden lampstand with its lamps is 
ready to light every evening; for we 
keep the charge of the Lorp our God, 
but you have forsaken Him. 

12 “Now behold, God is with us at 
our head and His priests with the sig- 
nal trumpets to sound the alarm 
against you. O sons of Israel, do not 
fight against the Lorp God of your fa- 
thers, for you will not succeed.” 

13 But Jeroboam 8had set an am- 
bush to come from the rear, so that Is- 
rael was in front of Judah and the 
ambush was behind them. Jos 8:4-9 

14 When Judah turned around, 
behold, they were attacked both front 
and rear; so they cried to the Lorp, 
and the priests blew the trumpets. 

15° Then the men of Judah raised a 
war cry, and when the men of Judah 
raised the war cry, then it was that 
God ®routed Jeroboam and all Israel 
before Abijah and Judah. 2 Ch 14:12 

16 When the sons of Israel fled be- 
fore Judah, 8God gave them into their 
hand. 2. Ch 16:8 

17 Abijah and his people defeated 
them with a great slaughter, so that 
500,000 chosen men of Israel fell 
slain. 

18 Thus the sons of Israel were 
subdued at that time, and the sons of 
Judah ‘conquered "because they 
trusted in the Lorp, the God of their 
fathers. Lit were strong ¢ 2 Ch 14:11 

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam and 
captured from him several cities, 
Bethel with its villages, Jeshanah with 
its villages and ‘Ephron with its vil- 
lages. Another reading is Eprain 


Death of Jeroboam 

20 Jeroboam did not again re- 
cover strength in the days of Abijah; 
and the 8Lorp struck him and ®he 
died. 1 Sa 25:38 ¢ 1 Ki 14:20 

21 But Abijah became powerful; 
and took fourteen wives to himself, 
and became the father of twenty-two 
sons and sixteen daughters. 

22 Now the rest of the acts of Abi- 
jah, and his ways and his words are 
written in ®the "treatise of the prophet 
Iddo. 2 Ch 24:27 ¢ Heb midrash 2 Ch 9:29 
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Asa Succeeds Abijah in Judah 

l Ae Abijah slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in 

the city of David, and his son Asa be- 

came king in his place. The land was 

undisturbed for ten years during his 


days. 
2 TAsa did good and right in the 
sight of the Lorp his God, — ch 14:1 inHe 


3 for he removed ®the foreign al- 
tars and ®high places, tore down the 
sacred pillars, cut down the FRAsh- 
erim, De 7:5 ¢ 1 Ki 15:12-14 ¢ Ex 34:13 

4 and commanded Judah to seek 
the Lorp God of their fathers and to 
observe the law and the command- 
ment. 

5 He also removed the high 
places and the 8incense altars from all 
the cities of Judah. And the kingdom 
was undisturbed under him. 2¢h34:4,7 

6 RHe built fortified cities in 
Judah, since the land was undis- 
turbed, and there was no one at war 
with him during those years, because 
the Lorp had given him rest. 2cn115 

7 For he said to Judah, “®Let us 
build these cities and surround them 
with walls and towers, gates and bars. 
The land is still Tours because we 
have sought the Lorp our God; we 
have sought Him, and He has given us 
rest on every side.” So they built and 
prospered. 2 Ch 8:5 « Lit before us 

8 Now Asa had an army of 
R300,000 from Judah, bearing large 
shields and spears, and 280,000 from 
Benjamin, bearing shields and wield- 
ing bows; all of them were valiant 
warriors. 2 Ch 13:3 

9 Now Zerah the Ethiopian 
Rcame out against them with an army 
of a million men and 300 chariots, and 
he came to Mareshah. 2 Ch 12:2, 3; 16:8 

10 So Asa went out to meet him, 
and they drew up in battle formation 
in the valley of Zephathah at Mare- 
shah. Lit before him 

11 Then Asa called to the Lorn his 
God and said, “Lorp, there is no one 
besides You to help in the battle be- 
tween the powerful and those who 
have no strength; so help us, O Lorp 
our God, for we trust in You, and in 
Your name have come against this 
multitude. O Lorp, You are our God; 
let not man prevail against You.” 

12 Sothe Lorp routed the Ethiopi- 
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ans before Asa and before Judah, and 
the Ethiopians fled. 

13 Asa and the people who were 
with him pursued them as far as 
RGerar; and so many Ethiopians fell 
that they could not recover, for they 
were shattered before the Lorp and 
before His army. And they carried 
away very much plunder. Ge 10:19 

14 They ‘destroyed all the cities 
around Gerar, ®for the dread of the 
Lorp had fallen on them; and they de- 
spoiled all the cities, for there was 
much plunder in them. Lit smote « 2 Ch 17:10 

15 They also struck down ‘those 
who owned livestock, and they car- 
ried away large numbers of sheep and 
camels. Then they returned to 
Jerusalem. Lit tents of livestock 


The Prophet Azariah Warns Asa 
l ayes the Spirit of God came on 
Azariah the son of Oded, 

2 and he went out to meet Asa 
and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa, 
and all Judah and Benjamin: ®the 
Lorp is with you when you are with 
Him. And 8if you seek Him, He will let 
you find Him; but if you forsake Him, 
He will forsake you. 2h 20:17 ¢ 2 Ch 15:4, 15 

3 “For many days Israel was 
without the true God and without a 
teaching priest and without law. 

4 “But Rin their distress they 
turned to the Lorp God of Israel, and 
they sought Him, and He let them find 
Him. De 4:29 

5 “RIn those times there was no 
peace to him who went out or to him 
who came in, for many disturbances 
Tafflicted all the inhabitants of the 
lands. Ju 5:6 ¢ Lit were on 

6 “Nation was crushed by nation, 
and city by city, for God troubled 
them with every kind of distress. 

7 “But you, 8be strong and do not 
lose courage, for there is 8reward for 
your work.” Jos 1:7, 9 Ps 58:11 


Asa’s Reforms 

8 Now when Asa heard these 
words and the prophecy which 
Azariah the son of Oded the prophet 
spoke, he took courage and removed 
the abominable idols from all the land 
of Judah and Benjamin and from the 


14:3 I.e. wooden symbols of a female deity 
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cities which he had captured in the 
hill country of Ephraim. He then re- 
stored the altar of the Lorp which 
was in front of the porch of the Lorp. 
_. 9 He gathered all Judah and Ben- 
jamin and those from Ephraim, Man- 
asseh and Simeon ®who resided with 
them, for many defected to him from 
Israel when they saw that the Lorp 
his God was with him. 2 Ch 11:16 

10 So they assembled at Jeru- 
salem in the third month of the fif- 
teenth year of Asa’s reign. 

11 They sacrificed to the Lorp 
that day 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep 
from the spoil they had brought. 

12 ®They entered into the 
covenant to seek the Lorp God of 
their fathers with all their heart and 
soul; 2 Ch 23:16 

13 and whoever would not seek 
the Lorp God of Israel 8should be put 
to death, whether small or great, man 
or woman. Ex 22:20; De 13:6-9 

14 Moreover, they made an oath 
to the Lorp with a loud voice, with 
shouting, with trumpets and with 
horns. 

15 All Judah rejoiced concerning 
the oath, for they had sworn with 
their whole heart and had sought Him 
Tearnestly, and He let them find Him. 
So spe LorbD gave them rest on every 

Lit with their whole desire ¢ 2 Ch 14:7 

16 RHe also removed Maacah, the 
mother of King Asa, from the position 
of queen mother, because she had 
made a horrid image as an Asherah, 
and ®Asa cut down her horrid image, 
crushed it and burned it at the brook 
Kidron. 1 Ki 15:13-15 ¢ Ex 34:13 © 2 Ch 14:2-5 

17 But the high places were not 
removed from Israel; nevertheless 
Asa’s heart was blameless all his 
days. 

18 He brought into the house of 
God the dedicated things of his father 
and his own dedicated things: silver 
and gold and utensils. 

19 And there was no more war 
until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s 
reign. 


Asa Wars against Baasha 

1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s 
reign 8Baasha king of Israel 

came up against Judah and ‘fortified 

Ramah in order to prevent anyone 
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from going out or coming in to Asa 
king of Judah. 1 Ki 15:17-22 © Lit built 

2 Then Asa brought out silver 
and gold from the treasuries of the 
house of the Lorp and the king’s 
house, and sent them to Ben-hadad 
king of Aram, who lived in Damascus, 
saying, 

3 “Let there be a treaty between 
you and me, as between my father 
and your father. Behold, I have sent 
you silver and gold; go, break your 
treaty with Baasha king of Israel so 
that he will withdraw from me.” 

4 So Ben-hadad listened to King 
Asa and sent the commanders of his 
armies against the cities of Israel, and 
they ‘conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel- 
maim and all 8the store cities of 
Naphtali. Lit smote ¢ Ex 1:11 

5 When Baasha heard of it, he 
ceased ‘fortifying Ramah and 
stopped his work. Lit building 

Then King Asa brought all 
Judah, and they carried away the 
stones of Ramah and its timber with 
which Baasha had been building, and 
with them he ‘fortified Geba and Miz- 
pah. Lit built 


Asa Imprisons the Prophet 
7 At that time Hanani the seer 
came to Asa king of Judah and said 
to him, “Because you have relied on 
the king of Aram and have not relied 
on the Lorp your God, therefore the 
army of the king of Aram has escaped 
out of your hand. 1 Ki 16:1; 2 Ch 19:2 
8 “Were not the Ethiopians and 
the Lubim an immense army with 
very many chariots and horsemen? 
Yet because you relied on the Lorp, 
He delivered them into your hand. 
9 “For ®the eyes of the Lorpb 
move to and fro throughout the 
earth that He may strongly support 
those ®whose heart is completely His. 
You have acted foolishly in this. In- 
deed, from now on you will surely 
have wars.” Pr 15:3; Je 16:17; Ze 4:10 © 2 Ch 15:17 
10 Then Asa was angry with the 
seer and put him in ‘prison, for he 
was enraged at him for this. And Asa 
oppressed some of the people at the 
same time. Lit the house of the stocks 
11 Now, the acts of Asa from first 
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to last, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 
12 In the thirty-ninth year of his 
reign Asa became diseased in his feet. 
His disease was severe, yet even in his 
disease he did not seek the Lorp, but 
the physicians. Je 17:5 
13 So Asa slept with his fathers, 
Thaving died in the forty-first year of 
his reign. Lit and 
14 They buried him in his own 
tomb which he had cut out for him- 
self in the city of David, and they laid 
him in the resting place which he had 
filled with spices of various kinds 
blended by the perfumers’ art; and 
they made a very great fire for him. 


Jehoshaphat Succeeds Asa 

l Jehoshaphat his son then be- 
came king in his place, and 

made his position over Israel firm. 

2 He placed troops in all 8the for- 
tified cities of Judah, and set gar- 
risons in the land of Judah and in the 
cities of Ephraim 8which Asa his fa- 
ther had captured. 2 Ch 11:5 © 2 Ch 15:8 


His Good Reign 

3 The Lorp was with  Je- 
hoshaphat because he followed the 
example of his father David’s earlier 
days and did not seek the Baals, 

4 but sought the God of his fa- 
ther, followed His commandments, 
Rand did not act as Israel did. 1 ki12:28 

5 So the Lorp established the 
kingdom in his ‘control, and all Judah 
brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and 
he had great riches and honor. tit nana 

6 THe took great pride in the 
ways of the Lorp and again 8removed 
the high places and the Asherim from 
Judah. Lit his heart was high 2 Ch 15:17 

7 Then in the third year of his 
reign he sent his officials, Ben-hail, 
Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel and 
Micaiah, ®to teach in the cities of 
Judah; 2 Ch 15:3; 35:3 

8 and with them &the Levites, 
Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asa- 
hel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, 
Adonijah, Tobijah and Tobadonijah, 
the Levites; and with them Elishama 
and Jehoram, the priests. 2 Ch 19:8 

9 They taught in Judah, having 
Rthe book of the law of the Lorp with 
them; and they went throughout all 
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the cities of Judah and taught among 
the people. De 6:4-9 

10 Now &the dread of the Lorp 
was on all the kingdoms of the lands 
which were around Judah, so that 
they did not make war against Je- 
hoshaphat. 2.Ch 14:14 

11 Some of the Philistines 
Rbrought gifts and silver as tribute to 
Jehoshaphat; the Arabians also 
brought him flocks, 7,700 rams and 
7,700 male goats. 2. Ch 9:14; 26:8 

12 So Jehoshaphat grew greater 
and greater, and he built fortresses 
and store cities in Judah. 

13 He had large supplies in the 
cities of Judah, and warriors, valiant 
men, in Jerusalem. 

14 This was their muster accord- 
ing to their fathers’ households: of 
Judah, commanders of thousands, 
Adnah was the commander, and with 
him 300,000 valiant warriors; 

_15 and next to him was Johanan 
the commander, and with him 
280,000; 

16 and next to him Amasiah the 
son of Zichri, who volunteered for 
the Lorp, and with him 200,000 
valiant warriors; Ju 5:2, 9; 1 Ch 29:9 

17 and of Benjamin, Eliada a 
valiant warrior, and with him 200,000 
armed with bow and shield; 

18 and next to him Jehozabad, 
and with him 180,000 equipped for 
war. 

19 These are they who served the 
king, apart from ®those whom the 
king put in the fortified cities through 
all Judah. 2 Ch 17:2 


Jehoshaphat Allies with Ahab 

l Now Jehoshaphat had great 
riches and honor; and he allied 

himself by marriage with Ahab. 

2 ®Some years later he went 
down to visit Ahab at Samaria. And 
Ahab slaughtered many sheep and 
oxen for him and the people who 
were with him, and induced him to go 
up against Ramoth-gilead. — 1 ki22:2-35 

3 Ahab king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you go 
with me against Ramoth-gilead?” 
And he said to him, “I am as you are, 
and my people as your people, and we 
will be with you in the battle.” 

4 Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to 
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the king of Israel, “Please inquire first 
for the word of the LORD.” 

5 Then the king of Israel assem- 
bled the prophets, four hundred men, 
and said to them, “Shall we go against 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I re- 
frain?” And they said, “Go up, for God 
will give it into the hand of the king.” 

6 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there 
not yet a prophet of the Lorp here 
that we may inquire of him?” | 

7 The king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “There is yet one man by 
whom we may inquire of the Lorp, 
but I hate him, for he never prophe- 
sies good concerning me but always 
evil. He is Micaiah, son of Imla.” But 
Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king 
say SO.” 


Ahab’s False Prophets Assure 
Victory 

8 nen the king of Israel called 
an officer and said, “'Bring quickly 
Micaiah, Imla’s son.” Lit Hasten 

9 Now the king of Israel and Je- 
hoshaphat the king of Judah were sit- 
ting each on his throne, arrayed in 
their robes, and they were sitting ®at 
the threshing floor at the entrance of 
the gate of Samaria; and all the 
prophets were prophesying before 
them. Ru 4:1 

10 Zedekiah the son of Chenaa- 
nah made horns of iron for himself 
and said, “Thus says the Lorp, ‘With 
these you shall gore the Arameans 
until they are consumed.” 

11 All the prophets were proph- 
esying. thus, saying, “Go up to 
Ramoth-gilead and succeed, for the 
oe will give it into the hand of the 

ing.” 


Micaiah Brings Word from God 

12 Then the messenger who went 
to summon Micaiah spoke to him say- 
ing, “Behold, the words of the 
prophets are uniformly favorable to 
the king. So please let your word be 
like one of them and speak favorably.” 

13 But Micaiah said, “As the Lorp 
lives, what my God says, that I will 
speak.” Nu 22:18-20, 35 

14. When he came to the king, the 
king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we 
go to Ramoth- gilead to battle, or shall 
I refrain?” He said, “Go up and suc- 
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ceed, for they will be given into your 
hand.” 

15 Then the king said to him, 
“How many times must I adjure you 
to speak to me nothing but the truth 
in the name of the Lorp?” ty 

16 So he said, 

“T.saw all Israel Te 
Scattered on the mountains, 
Like sheep which have no 
shepherd; 
And the Lorp said, 
‘These have no master. 
Let each of them return to his 
house in peace.’” 

17 Then the king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you that 
he would not prophesy good concern- 
ing me, but evil?” 

18 Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear 
the word of the Lor. RT saw the Lorp 
sitting on His throne, and all the host 
of heaven standing on His right and 
on His left. Is 6:1-5; Da 7:9, 10 

19 “The Lorp said, ‘Who will en- 
tice Ahab king of Israel to go up and 
fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said 
this while another said that. 

20 “Then a &spirit came forward 
and stood before the Lorp and said, ‘I 
will entice him. And the Lorp said to 
him, ‘How?’ Job 1:6; 2 Th 2:9 

21 “He said, ‘I will go and be 8a 
deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets.’ Then He said, ‘You are to 
entice him and prevail also. Go and do 

0. Jo 8:44 

22 “Now therefore, behold, ®the 
Lorp has put a deceiving spirit in 
the mouth of these your prophets, for 
the Lorp has proclaimed disaster 
against you.” Is 19:14; Eze 14:9 

23 Then Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah came near and &struck Mi- 
caiah on the cheek and said, “How did 
the Spirit of the Lorp pass from me to 
speak to you?” Je 20:2; Mk 14:65; Ac 23:2 

24 Micaiah said, “Behold, you will 
see on that day when you enter an 
inner room to hide yourself.” 

25 Then the king of Israel said, 
“RTake Micaiah and return him to 
Amon &the governor of the city and to 
Joash the king’s son; = 2.Ch 18:8 2 Ch 34:8 

26 and say, ‘Thus says the king, 
“RPyt this man in prison and feed him 
sparingly with bread and water until I 
return safely.”’” 2. Ch 16:10 
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27 Micaiah said, “If you indeed re- 
turn safely, the Lorp has not spoken 
by me.” And he said, “®Listen, all you 
people.” Mi 1:2 


Ahab’s Defeat and Death 

28 So the king of Israel and Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah went up 
against Ramoth-gilead. 

29 The king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and 
go into battle, but you put on your 
robes.” So the king of Israel disguised 
himself, and they went into battle. 

30 Now the king of Aram had 
commanded the captains of his char- 
iots, saying, “Do not fight with small 
or great, but with the king of Israel 
alone.” 

31 So when the captains of the 
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, 
“It is the king of Israel,” and they 
turned aside to fight against him. But 
Jehoshaphat &cried out, and the Lorp 
helped him, and God diverted them 
from him. 2 Ch 13:14, 15 

32 When the captains of the char- 
iots saw that it was not the king of Is- 
Lage they turned back from pursuing 

im. 

33 A certain man drew his bow at 
random and struck the king of Israel 
in a joint of the armor. So he said to 
the driver of the chariot, “Turn around 
and take me out of the "fight, for Iam 
severely wounded.” Lit camp 

34 The battle raged that day, and 
the king of Israel propped himself up 
in his chariot in front of the Arameans 
Le the evening; and at sunset he 

ied. 


Jehu Rebukes Jehoshaphat 
19ite Jehoshaphat the king of 

Judah returned in safety to his 
house in Jerusalem. 

2 Jehu the son of Hanani the 
seer went out to meet him and said to 
King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help 
the wicked and love those who hate 
the Lorp and so bring wrath on your- 
self from the Lorp? 1 Ki 16:1; 2 Ch 20:34 

3 “But there is some good in you, 
for you have removed the Asheroth 
from the land and you have set your 
heart to seek God.” 

4 So Jehoshaphat lived in 
Jerusalem and went out again among 
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the people from Beersheba to the hill 
country of Ephraim and ®brought 
them back to the Lorp, the God of 
their fathers. 2 Ch 15:8-13 


Reforms Instituted 
5 He appointed 8judges in the 
land in all the fortified cities of Judah, 
city by city. De 16:18-20 
6 He said to the judges, “Con- 
sider what you are doing, for .you do 
not judge for man but for the Lorp 
who is with you when you render 
judgment. Le 19:15; De 1:17 
7 “Now then let the fear of the 
LorD be upon you; be very careful 
what you do, for the Lorp our God 
will have no part in unrighteousness 
or partiality or the taking of a bribe.” 
8 In Jerusalem also Jehoshaphat 
appointed some of the Levites and 
priests, and some of the heads of the 
fathers’ households of Israel, for the 
judgment of the Lorp and to judge 
disputes among the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 2 Ch 17:8, 9 
9 Then he charged them saying, 
“Thus you shall do in the fear of the 
Lorp, faithfully and wholeheartedly. 
10 “Whenever any dispute comes 
to you from your brethren who live in 
their cities, between blood and blood, 
between law and commandment, 
statutes and ordinances, you shall 
warn them so that they may not be 
guilty before the Lorp, and ®wrath 
may not come on you and your 
brethren. Thus you shall do and you 
will not be guilty. De 17:8 © 2 Ch 19:2 
11 “Behold, Amariah the chief 
priest will be over you in all that per- 
tains to the Lorp, and Zebadiah the 
son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house 
of Judah, in all that pertains to the 
king. Also the Levites shall be officers 
before you. Act resolutely, and the 
Lorp be with the upright.” 


Judah Invaded 
20%" it came about after this 
that the sons of Moab and the 
sons of Ammon, together with some 
of the ‘Meunites, came to make war 
against Jehoshaphat. 1 Ch 4:41; 2 Ch 26:7 
2 Then some came and reported 
to Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great mul- 
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titude is coming against you from be- 
yond the sea, out of Aram and behold, 
they are in RHazazon- tamar (that is 
Engedi).” Ge 14:7 

3 Jehoshaphat was afraid and 
Xturned his attention to seek the Lorp, 
and ®proclaimed a rae throughout all 
Judah. Ch 19:3 ¢ 1 Sa 7:6; Ez 8:21 

4 So Judah sathercd together to 
Rseek help from the Lorp; they even 
came from all the cities of Judah to 
seek the Lorp. Joel 1:14 


Jehoshaphat’s Prayer 

5 Then Jehoshaphat stood in the 
assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the house of the Lorp before the new 
court, 

6 and he said, “O Lorp, the God 
of our fathers, are You not God in the 
heavens? And are You not ruler over 
all the kingdoms of the nations? 
Power and might are in Your hand so 
that no one can stand against You. 

7 “Did You not, O our God, drive 
out the inhabitants of this land before 
Your people Israel and give it to the 
descendants of Abraham Your friend 
forever? Is 41:8 ¢ Jam 2:23 

8 “They have lived in it, and have 
built You a sanctuary there for Your 
name, saying, 

9 ‘RShould evil come upon us, the 
sword, or judgment, or pestilence, or 
famine, we will stand before this 
house and before You (for Your name 
is in this house) and cry to You in our 
distress, and You will hear and deliver 
us.’ 2 Ch 6:28-30 * 2 Ch 6:20 

10 “Now behold, ®the sons of 
Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, 
whom You did not let Israel invade 
when they came out of the land of 
Egypt (they turned aside from them 
and did not destroy them), = 2.ch 20:1, 22 

11 see how they are rewarding us 
by ®coming to drive us out from Your 
possession which You have given us 
as an inheritance. Ps 83:12 

12 “O our God, ®will You not judge 
them? For we are powerless before 
this great multitude who are coming 
against us; nor do we know what to 
do, but our eyes are on You.” Ju 11:27 

13 All Judah was standing before 
the Lorp, with their infants, their 
wives and their children. 


2 CHRONICLES 20:22 


Jahaziel Answers the Prayer - 

14 Then in the midst of the assem- 
bly ®the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son 
of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of 
Mattaniah, the Levite of the sons of 
Asaph; 2. Ch 15:1; 24:20 

15 and he said, “Listen, all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
King Jehoshaphat: thus says the Lorp 
to you, ‘Do not fear or be dismayed 
because of this great multitude, for 
the battle is not yours but God’s. 

16 ‘Tomorrow go down against 
them. Behold, they will come up by 
the ascent of Ziz, and you will find 
them at the end of the valley in front 
of the wilderness of Jeruel. 

17 ‘You need not fight in this bat- 
tle; station yourselves, stand and see 
the salvation of the Lorp on your be- 
half, O Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not 
fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out 
to face them, ®for the Lorp is with 
you.” Ex 14:13 ¢ 2 Ch 15:2 

18 Jehoshaphat bowed his head 
with his face to the ground, and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem fell down before the Lorp, wor- 
shiping the Lorp. Ex 4:31 

19 The Levites, from the sons of 
the Kohathites and of the sons of the 
Korahites, stood up to praise the Lorp 
God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 


Enemies Destroy Themselves 

20 They rose early in the morning 
and went out to the wilderness of 
Tekoa; and when they went out, Je- 
hoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to 
me, O Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, ®put your trust in the Lorp 
your God and you will be established. 
Put your trust in His prophets and 
succeed.” Is 7:9 

21 When he had consulted with 
the people, he appointed those who 
sang to the Lorp and those who 
praised Him in holy attire, as they 
went out before the army and said, 
“RGive thanks to the Lorp, for His lov- 
ingkindness is everlasting.” — 1.ch 16:34 

22 When they began singing and 
praising, the Lorp set’ ambushes 
against the sons of Ammon, Moab 
and Mount Seir, who had come 
against Judah; so they were routed: 
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23 For the sons of Ammon and 
Moab rose up against the inhabitants 
of Mount Seir destroying them com- 
pletely; and when they had finished 
with the inhabitants of Seir, they 
helped to destroy one another. 

24 When Judah came to the look- 
out of the wilderness, they looked to- 
ward the multitude, and behold, they 
were corpses lying on the ground, and 
no one had escaped. 

25 When Jehoshaphat and his 
people came to take their spoil, they 
found much among them, including 
goods, garments and valuable things 
which they took for themselves, more 
than they could carry. And they were 
three days taking the spoil because 
there was so much. 


Triumphant Return to Jerusalem 

26 Then on the fourth day they as- 
sembled in the valley of Beracah, for 
there they blessed the Lorp. There- 
fore they have named that place “The 
Valley of -Beracah” until today. 

27 Every man of Judah and 
Jerusalem returned with Jehoshaphat 
at their head, returning to Jerusalem 
with joy, for the Lorp had made them 
to rejoice over their enemies. 

28 They came to Jerusalem with 
harps, lyres and trumpets to the house 
of the Lorp. 

29 And the dread of God was on 
all the kingdoms of the lands when 
they heard that the Lorp had fought 
against the enemies of Israel. 

30 So the kingdom of Jehoshaphat 
was at peace, ®for his God gave him 
rest on all sides. 2 Ch 14:6, 7; 15:15 

31 Now Jehoshaphat reigned over 
Judah. He was thirty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
in Jerusalem twenty-five years. And 
his mother’s name was Azubah the 
daughter of Shilhi. 

32 He walked in the way of his fa- 
ther Asa and did not depart from it, 
doing right in the sight of the Lorp. 

33 8The high places, however, 
were not removed; the people had 
not yet directed their hearts to the 
God of their fathers. 2ch17:6+2ch19:3 

34 Now the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoshaphat, first to last, behold, they 
are written in the annals of .Jehu the 


496 


son of Hanani, which is recorded in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel. 2. Ch 19:2 


Alliance Displeases God 

35 After this Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah allied himself with Ahaziah 
king of Israel. He acted wickedly ‘in 
so doing. 1 Ki 22:48, 49 ¢ Lit to do 

36 So he allied himself with him 
to make ships to go to Tarshish, and 
they made the ships in Ezion-geber. 

37 Then Eliezer the son of Do- 
davahu of Mareshah prophesied 
against Jehoshaphat saying, “Because 
you have allied yourself with Aha- 
ziah, the Lorp has destroyed your 
works.” So the ships were broken and 
could not go to Tarshish. 


fealty ete Succeeds Jehoshaphat 
in Judah 
2 + act Jehoshaphat slept with 
his fathers and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David, and 
Jehoram his son became king in his 
place. 1 Ki 22:50 
2 He had brothers, the sons of 
Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zecha- 
riah, 'Azaryahu, Michael and Sheph- 
atiah. All these were the sons of 
Jehoshaphat king of Israel. — or Azariah 
3 Their father gave them many 
gifts of silver, gold and precious 
things, with fortified cities in Judah, 
but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram 
because he was the firstborn. 2cn115 
4 Now when Jehoram had taken 
over the kingdom of his father and 
made himself secure, he ®killed all his 
brothers with the sword, and some of 
the rulers of Israel also. Ge 4:8; Ju 9:5 
5 Jehoram was thirty-two years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 
006 RHe walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, just as the house of 
Ahab did (for Ahab’s daughter was 
his wife), and he did evil in the sight 
of the Lorp. 1 Ki 12:28-30 ¢ 2 Ch 18:1 
7 Yet the Lorp was not willing to 
destroy the house of David because of 
the covenant which He had made 
with David, and since He had prom- 
ised to give a lamp to him and his 
sons forever. 2 Sa 7:12-17; 1 Ki 11:13, 36 


20:26 I.e. blessing 
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Revolt against Judah 
- 8 In his days Edom revolted 
Fagainst the rule of Judah and set upa 
king over themselves. © 2cn 20:22, 23: 21:10 
9 Then Jehoram crossed over 
with his commanders and all his char- 
iots with him. And he arose by night 
and struck down the Edomites who 
were surrounding him and the com- 
manders of the chariots. 

10 So Edom revolted Fagainst 
Judah to this day. Then Libnah re- 
volted at the same time against his 
rule, because he had forsaken the 
Lorp God of his fathers. 

11 Moreover, he made high 
places in the mountains of Judah, and 
caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
Rto play the harlot and led Judah 
astray. 1 Kill:7 © Le 20:5 

12 Then a letter came to him from 
Elijah the prophet saying, “Thus says 
the Lorp God of your father David, 
‘Because you have not walked in the 
ways of Jehoshaphat your father and 
the ways of Asa king of Judah, 

13 but Shave walked in the way of 
the kings of Israel, and have caused 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem to play the harlot as the house 
of Ahab played the harlot, and you 
Rhave also killed your brothers, your 
Sw family, who were better than 

2 Ch 21:6 © 1 Ki 16:31-33 ¢ 2 Ch 21:4 

a7 behold, the Lorp is going to 
strike your people, your sons, your 
wives and all your possessions with a 
great ‘calamity; Lit blow 

15 and ®you will suffer severe sick- 
ness, a disease of your bowels, until 
your bowels come out because of the 
sickness, day by day.’” 2 Ch 21:18, 19 

16 Then "the Lorp stirred up 
against Jehoram the spirit of the 
Philistines and the Arabs who bor- 
dered the Ethiopians; 2 Ch 33:11 

17 and they came against Judah 
and invaded it, and carried away all 
the possessions found in the king’s 
house together with his sons and his 
wives, so that no son was left to him 
pe RJehoahaz, the youngest of his 
son 2 Ch 25:23 

18 So after all this the Lorp smote 
him in his bowels with an incurable 
sickness. 2Ch 21:15 

19 Now it came about in the 
course of time, at the end of two 
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years, that his bowels came out be- 
cause of his sickness and he died in 
great pain. And his people made no 
fire for him like the fire for his fa- 
thers. 2 Ch 16:14 

20 He was thirty- two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
in Jerusalem eight years; and he de- 
parted with no one’s regret, and they 
buried him in the city of David, but 
not in the tombs of the kings. 


Ahaziah Succeeds Jehoram in 
Judah 
2 Then the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem made Ahaziah, his 
youngest son, king in his place, for the 
band of men who came with the Arabs 
to the camp had slain all the older 
sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram 
king of Judah began to reign. 

2 Ahaziah was twenty-two years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned one year in Jerusalem. And 
his mother’s name was Athaliah, the 
granddaughter of Omri. 

3 He also walked in the ways of 
the house of Ahab, for his mother was 
his counselor to do wickedly. 

4 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp like the house of Ahab, for they 
were his counselors after the death of 
his father, to Shis destruction. — Pr 13:20 


Ahaziah Allies with Jehoram of 
Israel 

5 He also walked according to 
their counsel, and went with Jehoram 
the son of Ahab king of Israel to wage 
war against Hazael king of Aram at 
Ramoth-gilead. But the .Arameans 
Twounded Joram. 2 Ki 8:28 © Lit smote 

6 So he returned to be healed in 
Jezreel of the wounds ‘which they 
had inflicted on him at Ramah, when 
he fought against Hazael king of 
Aram. And Ahaziah, the son of Jeho- 
ram king of Judah, went down to see 
Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, 
because he was SiCK. Lit with which...smitten 

7 Now the destruction of 
Ahaziah was from God, in that The 
went to Joram. For when he came, ®he 
went out with Jehoram against Jehu 


21:8 Lit from under the hand of 21:10 Lit from 
under the hand of 
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the son of Nimshi, }whom the Lorp 
had anointed to cut off the house of 
Ahab. 20h 10:15 « Lit to go ¢ 2 Ki 9:21 2 Ki9:6,7 


Jehu Murders Princes of Judah 
8 It came about when Jehu was 
executing judgment on the house of 
Ahab, he found the princes of Judah 
and the sons of Ahaziah’s brothers 
ministering to Ahaziah, and slew 
them. 2 Ki 10:11-14 
9 RHe also sought Ahaziah, and 
they caught him while he was hiding 
in Samaria; they brought him to Jehu, 
put him to death and buried him. For 
they said, “He is the son of Je- 
hoshaphat, who sought the Lorpb with 
all his heart.” So there was no one of 
the house of Ahaziah to retain the 
power of the kingdom. 2 Ki 9:27 
10 SNow when Athaliah the 
mother of Ahaziah saw that her son 
was dead, she rose and destroyed all 
the royal ‘offspring of the house of 
Judah. 2 Ki 11:1-3 © Lit seed 
11 But Jehoshabeath the king’s 
daughter took Joash the son of Aha- 
ziah, and stole him from among the 
king’s sons who were being put to 
death, and placed him and his nurse in 
the bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the 
daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of 
Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sis- 
ter of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah 
so that she would not put him to death. 
12 He was hidden with them in 
the house of God six years while 
Athaliah reigned over the land. 


Jehoiada Sets Joash on the 
Throne of Judah 
ys rae in the seventh year Je- 
hoiada strengthened himself, 
and took captains of hundreds: Aza- 
riah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the 
son of Johanan, Azariah the son of 
Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, 
and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, and 
they entered into a covenant with 
him. 2 Ki 11:4-20 
2 They went throughout Judah 
and gathered the Levites from all the 
cities of Judah, and the heads of the 
fathers’ households of ®Israel, and 
they came to Jerusalem. 2 ch 11:13-17: 21:2 
3 Then all the assembly made a 
covenant with the king in the house 
of God. And 'Jehoiada said to them, 
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“Behold, the king’s son shall reign, 
Ras the Lorp has spoken concerning 
the sons of David. Lit ne +2 Sa 7:12; 2. Ch 21:7 

4 “This is the thing which you 
shall do: one third of you, of the 
priests and Levites who come in on 
the sabbath, shall be gatekeepers, 

5 and one third shall be at the 
king’s house, and a third at the Gate 
of the Foundation; and all the people 
shall be in the courts of the house of 
the Lorp. 

6 “But let no one enter the house 
of the Lorp except the priests and the 
ministering Levites; they may enter, 
for they are holy. And let all the peo- 
ple keep the charge of the Lorpb. 

7 “The Levites will surround the 
king, each man with his weapons in 
his hand; and whoever enters the 
house, let him be killed. Thus be with 
the king when he comes in and when 
he goes out.” 

8 So the Levites and all Judah 
did according to all that Jehoiada the 
priest commanded. And each one of 
them took his men who were to come 
in on the sabbath, with those who 
were to go out on the sabbath, for Je- 
hoiada the priest did not dismiss any 
of 8the divisions. 1 Ch 24:1 

9 Then Jehoiada the priest gave 
to the captains of hundreds the spears 
and the large and small shields which 
had been King David’s, which were in 
the house of God. 

10 He stationed all the people, 
each man with his weapon in his 
hand, from the right "side of the house 
to the left ‘side of the house, by the 
altar and by the house, around the 
king. Lit shoulder ¢ Lit shoulder 

_11 Then they brought out the 
king’s son and put the crown on him, 
and gave him &the testimony and 
made him king. And Jehoiada and his 
sons anointed him and said, “RLong 
live the king!” Ex 25:16, 21 © 1 Sa 10:24 


Athaliah Murdered 

12 When Athaliah heard the noise 
of the people running and praising 
the king, she came into the house of 
the Lorp to the people. 

_ 13 She looked, and: behold, the 
king was standing by his pillar at 
the entrance, and the captains and the 
trumpeters were beside the king. And 
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all the people of the land rejoiced and 
blew trumpets, the singers with their 
musical instruments leading the 
praise. Then Athaliah tore her clothes 
and said, “Treason! Treason!” 

14 Jehoiada the priest brought out 
the captains of hundreds who were 
appointed over the army and said to 
them, “Bring her out between the 
ranks; and whoever follows her, put 
to death with the sword.” For the 
priest said, “Let her not be put to 
death in the house of the Lorp.” 

15 So they seized her, and when 
she arrived at the entrance of ®the 
Horse Gate of the king’s house, they 
put her to death there. Ne 3:28; Je 31:40 


Reforms Carried Out 

16 Then ®Jehoiada made a 
covenant between himself and all the 
people and the king, that they would 
be the Lorp’s people. 2 Ki 11:17 

17 And all the people went to the 
house of Baal and tore it down, and 
they broke in pieces his altars and his 
images, and killed Mattan the priest 
of Baal before the altars. 

18 Moreover, Jehoiada placed the 
offices of the house of the Lorp under 
the ‘authority of ®the Levitical priests, 
Rwhom David had assigned over the 
house of the Lorp, to offer the burnt 
offerings of the Lorp, as it is written 
in the law of Moses—®with rejoicing 
and singing according to the order of 
David. Lit hand 2 Ch 5:5 « 1 Ch 23:6, 25-31 © 1 Ch 25:1 

19 He stationed ®the gatekeepers 
of the house of the Lorp, so that no 
one would enter who was in any way 
unclean. 1 Ch 9:22 

20 He took the captains of hun- 
dreds, the nobles, the rulers of the 
people and all the people of the land, 
and brought the king down from the 
house of the Lorpb, and came through 
the upper gate to the king’s house. 
And they placed the king upon the 
royal throne. 2 Ki 11:19 

21 So Rall of the people of the land 
rejoiced and the city was quiet. For 
they had put Athaliah to death with 
the sword. 2 Ki 11:20 


pone Joash Influenced by 

Jehoiada 

2 yh was seven years old 
when he became king, and he 
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reigned forty years in Jerusalem; and 
his mother’s name was Zibiah from 
Beersheba. 2 Ki 11:21; 12:1-15 

2 ®Joash did what was right in 
the sight of the Lorp all the days of 
Jehoiada the priest. 2 Ch 26:4,5 

3 Jehoiada took two wives for 
him, and he became the father of sons 
and daughters. 


Faithless Priests 
Now it came about after this 
that Joash decided ®to restore the 
house of the Lorp. 2 Ch 24:7 
5 He gathered the priests and 
Levites and said to them, “Go out to 
the cities of Judah and collect money 
from all ®Israel to ‘repair the house of 
your God annually, and you shall do 
the matter quickly.” But the Levites did 
not act quickly. 2 Ch 21:2 « Lit to strengthen 
6 So the king summoned Je- 
hoiada the chief priest and said to 
him, “Why have you not required the 
Levites to bring in from Judah and 
from Jerusalem ®the levy fixed by 
Moses the servant of the Lorp on the 
congregation of Israel ®for the tent of 
the testimony?” Ex 30:12:16 ¢ Nu 1:50 
7 For the sons of the wicked 
Athaliah had broken into the house of 
God and even used the holy things of 
the house of the Lorp for the Baals. 


Temple Repaired 
8 So the king commanded, and 
they made a chest and set it outside 
by the gate of the house of the Lorb. 
9 ®They made a proclamation in 
Judah and Jerusalem to bring to the 
Lorp the levy fixed by Moses the ser- 
vant of God on Israel in the wilder- 
ness 2 Ch 36:22 ¢ 2 Ch 24:6 
10 All the officers and all the peo- 
ple rejoiced and brought in their 
levies and ‘dropped them into the 
chest until they had finished. _ Lit threw 
11 It came about whenever the 
chest was brought in to the king’s of- 
ficer by the Levites, and when ®they 
saw that there was much money, then 
the king’s scribe and the chief priest’s 
officer would come, empty the chest, 
take it, and return it to its place. Thus 
they did daily and collected much 
money. 2 Ki 12:10 
12 ‘The king and Jehoiada gave it 
to those who did the work of the serv- 
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ice of the house of the Lorp; and they 
hired masons and carpenters to re- 
store the house of the Lorp, and also 
workers in iron and bronze to ‘repair 
the house of the Lorp. Lit to strengthen 

13 So the workmen labored, and 
the repair work progressed in their 
hands, and they ‘restored the house 
of God according to its specifications 
and strengthened it. Lit set up 

14 When they had finished, they 
brought the rest of the money before 
the king and Jehoiada; and it was 
made into utensils for the house of the 
Lorb, utensils for the service and the 
burnt offering, and pans and utensils 
of gold and silver. And they offered 
burnt offerings in the house of the 
Lorp continually all the days of Je- 
hoiada. 

15 Now when Jehoiada Treached 
a ripe old age he died; he was one 
hundred and thirty years old at his 
death. Lit became old and satisfied with days 

16 They buried him 8in the city of 
David among the kings, because he 
had done well in ®Israel and 'to God 
and His house. 2¢h21.20¢2 Ch 21:2 Lit with 

17 But after the death of Jehoiada 
the officials of Judah came and bowed 
down to the king, and the king lis- 
tened to them. 

18 They abandoned ®the house of 
the Lorp, the God of their fathers, and 
served the FAsherim and the idols; so 
wrath came upon Judah and 
Jerusalem for this their guilt. 2cn24:4 

19 Yet 8He sent prophets to them 
to bring them back to the Lorp; 
though they testified against them, 
they would not listen. Je 7:25 


Joash Murders Son of Jehoiada 
20 Then the Spirit of God came on 
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the 
priest; and he stood above the people 
and said to them, “Thus God has said, 
‘Why do you transgress the com- 
mandments of the Lorp and do not 
prosper? Because you have forsaken 
the Lorp, He has also forsaken you.’” 
21 So ®they conspired against him 
and at the command of the king they 
stoned him to death in the court of the 
house of the Lorp. Ne 9:26; Ma 23:34, 35 
22 Thus Joash the king did not 
remember the kindness which his 
father Jehoiada had shown him, but 
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he murdered his son. And as he died 
he said, “May ®the Lorp see and 
Tavenge!” Ge 9:5 ¢ Lit seek, or require 


Aram Invades and Defeats Judah 
23 Now it happened at the turn of 
the year that "the army of the 
Arameans came up. against him; and 
they came to Judah and Jerusalem, 
destroyed all the officials of the peo- 
ple from among the people, and sent 
all their spoil to the king of Damas- 
cus. 2 Ki 12:17 
24 Indeed the army of the 
Arameans came with a small number 
of men; yet 8the Lorp delivered a very 
great army into their hands, ®because 
they had forsaken the Lorp, the God 
of their fathers. Thus they executed 
judgment on Joash. 2h 16:7,8¢2 Ch 24:20 
25 When they had departed from 
him (for they left him very sick), his 
own servants conspired against him 
because of the blood of the son of Je- 
hoiada the priest, and murdered him 
on his bed. So he died, and they 
buried him in the city of David, but 
they did not bury him in the tombs of 
the kings. 2 Ki 12:20, 21 
26 Now these are those who con- 
spired against him: Zabad the son of 
Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Je- 
hozabad the son of Shimrith the 
Moabitess. 

27 As to his sons and the many or- 
acles against him and the rebuilding 
of the house of God, behold, they are 
written in the ®treatise of the Book of 
the Kings. Then Amaziah his son be- 
came king in his place. 2 Ch 13:22 


Amaziah Succeeds Joash in 

Judah 

2 4g bres was twenty-five years 
old when he became king, and 

he reigned twenty-nine years in 

Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 

was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2 ki14:1-6 

2 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp, yet not with a whole heart. 

3 Now 8it came about as soon as 
the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, 
that he killed his servants who had 
slain his father the king. 2 Ki 14:5 

_4 However, he did not put their 
children to death, but did as it is writ- 
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ten in the law in the book of Moses, 
which the Lorp commanded, saying, 
“RFathers shall not be put to death for 
sons, nor sons be put to death for fa- 
thers, but each shall be put to death 
for his own sin.” De 24:16 


Amaziah Defeats Edomites 

5 Moreover, Amaziah assembled 
Judah and appointed them according 
to their fathers’ households under 
commanders of thousands and com- 
manders of hundreds throughout 
Judah and Benjamin; and he took a 
census of those ®§from twenty years 
old and upward and found them to be 
300,000 choice men, able to go to war 
and handle spear and shield. Nu 1:3 

6 He hired also 100,000 valiant 
warriors out of Israel for one hundred 
talents of silver. 

7 But ®a man of God came to him 
saying, “O king, do not let the army of 
Israel go with you, for the Lorp is not 
with Israel nor with any of the sons 
of Ephraim. 2 Ki 4:9 

8 “But if you do go, do it, be 
strong for the battle; yet God will 
bring you down before the enemy, 
Rfor God has power to help and to 
bring down.” 2 Ch 14:11; 20:6 

9 Amaziah said to the man of 
God, “But what shall we do for the 
hundred talents which I have given to 
the troops of Israel?” And the man of 
God answered, “The Lorp has much 
more to give you than this.” 

10 Then Amaziah dismissed them, 
the troops which came to him from 
Ephraim, to go home; so their anger 
burned against Judah and they re- 
turned home in fierce anger. 

11 Now Amaziah strengthened 
himself and led his people forth, and 
went to ®the Valley of Salt and struck 
down 10,000 of the sons of Seir. 2 ki 14:7 

12 The sons of Judah also cap- 
tured 10,000 alive and brought them 
to the top of the cliff and threw them 
down from the top of the cliff, so that 
they were all dashed to pieces. __ 

13 But the ‘troops whom Amaziah 
sent back from going with him to bat- 
tle, raided the cities of Judah, from 
Samaria to Beth-horon, and struck 
down 3,000 of them and plundered 
much spoil. Lit sons of the troops 
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Amaziah Rebuked for Idolatry 

14 Now after Amaziah came from 
slaughtering the Edomites, ®he 
brought the gods of the sons of Seir, 
set them up as his gods, bowed down 
before them and burned incense to 
them. 2 Ch 28:23 

15 Then the anger of the Lorp 
burned against Amaziah, and He sent 
him a prophet who said to him, “Why 
have you sought the gods of the peo- 
ple who have not delivered their own 
people from your hand?” ~—_2.cn25:11,12 

16 As he was talking with him, 
Tthe king said to him, “Have we ap- 
pointed you a royal counselor? Stop! 
Why should you be struck down?” 
Then the prophet stopped and said, “I 
know that God has planned to destroy 
you, because you have done this and 
have not listened to my counsel.” Lit ne 


Amaziah Defeated by Joash of 
Israel 

17 8Then Amaziah king of Judah 
took counsel and sent to Joash the 
son of Jehoahaz the son of Jehu, the 
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us 
face each other.” 2 Ki 14:8-14 

18 Joash the king of Israel sent to 
Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “®The 
thorn bush which was in Lebanon 
sent to the cedar which was in 
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter 
to my son in marriage.’ But there 
passed by a wild beast that was in 
Lebanon and trampled the thorn 
bush. Ju 9:8-15 

19 “You said, ‘Behold, you have 
defeated Edom.’ And ®your heart has 
become proud in boasting. Now stay 
at home; for why should you provoke 
trouble so that you, even you, would 
fall and Judah with you?” 2 ch 26:16; 32:25 

20 But Amaziah would not listen, 
for it was from God, that He might de- 
liver them into the hand of Joash be- 
cause they had sought the gods of 
Edom. 

21 So Joash king of Israel went 
up, and he and Amaziah king of 
Judah faced each other at Beth- 
shemesh, which belonged to Judah. 

22 Judah was defeated "by Israel, 
and they fled each to his tent. Lit before 

23 Then Joash king of Israel cap- 
tured Amaziah king of Judah, the son 
of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth- 
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shemesh, and brought him to 
Jerusalem and tore down the wall of 
Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim 
to the Corner Gate, 400 cubits. _ 

24 He took all the gold and silver 
and all the utensils which were found 
in the house of God with 8Obed-edom, 
and the treasures of the king’s house, 
the hostages also, and returned to 
Samaria. 1 Ch 26:15 

25 RAnd Amaziah, the son of 
Joash king of Judah, lived fifteen 
years after the death of Joash, son of 
Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 2 Ki 14:17-22 

26 Now the rest of the acts of 
Amaziah, from first to last, behold, 
are they not written in the Book of the 
Kings of Judah and Israel? 

27 From the time that Amaziah 
turned away from following the Lorp 
they conspired against him in 
Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish; but 
they sent after him to Lachish and 
killed him there. 

28 Then they brought him on 
horses and buried him with his fa- 
thers in the city of Judah. 


Uzziah Succeeds Amaziah in 


Judah 

2 And all the people of Judah 
took Uzziah, who was sixteen 

years old, and made him king in the 

place of his father Amaziah. 

2 He built Eloth and restored it 
to Judah after the king slept with his 
fathers. 

3 Uzziah was ®sixteen years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his 
mother’s name was ‘Jechiliah of 
Jerusalem. 2 Ki 15:2, 3 © In 2 Ki 15:2, Jecoliah 

4 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp according to all that his father 
Amaziah had done. 

5 He continued to seek God in 
the days of Zechariah, who had un- 
derstanding through the vision of 
God; and as long as he sought the 
Lorp, God prospered him. 2 Ch 24:2 


Uzziah Succeeds in War 

6 Now he went out and ®warred 
against the Philistines, and broke 
down the wall of Gath and the wall of 
Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; and 
he built cities in the area of Ashdod 
and among the Philistines. Is 14:29 
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7 ®God helped him against the 
Philistines, and against the Arabians 
who lived in Gur-baal, and the Meu- 
nites. 2 Ch 21:16 

8 The Ammonites also gave 
Rtribute to Uzziah, and his fame ex- 
tended to the border of Egypt, for he 
became very strong. 2Ch 17:11 

9 Moreover, Uzziah built towers 
in Jerusalem at 8the Corner Gate and 
at the Valley Gate and at the corner 
buttress and fortified them. — 2.ch25:23 

10 He built towers in the wilder- 
ness and 8hewed many cisterns, for 
he had much livestock, both in the 
Tlowland and in the plain. He also had 
plowmen and vinedressers in the hill 
country and the fertile fields, for he 
loved the soil. Ge 26:18-21 ¢ Heb shephelah 

11 Moreover, Uzziah had an army 
ready for battle, which Tentered com- 
bat by divisions according to the num- 
ber of their muster, prepared by Jeiel 
the scribe and Maaseiah the official, 
under the direction of Hananiah, one 
of the king’s officers. Lit goes out to 

12 The total number of the heads 
of the "households, of valiant war- 
riors, was 2,600. Lit fathers 

13 Under their direction was an 
elite army of 8307,500, who could 
wage war with great power, to help 
the king against the enemy. 2 Ch 25:5 

14 Moreover, Uzziah prepared 
Tfor all the army shields, spears, hel- 
mets, body armor, bows and sling 
stones. Lit for them, for all 

15 In Jerusalem he made engines 
of war invented by skillful men to be 
on the towers and on the corners for 
the purpose of shooting arrows and 
great stones. Hence his ‘fame spread 
afar, for he was marvelously helped 
until he was strong. Lit name 
Pride Is Uzziah’s Undoing 

_16 But ®when he became strong, 
his heart was so proud that he acted 
corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the 
Lorp his God, for ®he entered the tem- 
ple of the Lorp to burn incense on the 
altar of incense. De 32:15;2 Ch 25:19 1 Ki 13:1-4 

17 Then Azariah the priest en- 
tered after him and with him eighty 
priests of the Lorp, valiant men. 

18 ®They opposed Uzziah the king 
and said to him, “It is not for you, 
Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lorp, 
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but for the priests, the sons of Aaron 
who are consecrated to burn incense. 
Get out of the sanctuary, for you have 
been unfaithful and will have no 
honor from the Lorp God.” 2. Ch 19:2 
gs 19 But Uzziah, with a censer in his 

hand for burning incense, was en- 
raged; and while he was enraged with 
the priests, the leprosy broke out on 
his forehead before the priests in the 
house of the Lorp, beside the altar of 
incense. 2 Ki 5:25-27 

20 Azariah the chief priest and all 
the priests looked at him, and behold, 
he was leprous on his forehead; and 
they hurried him out of there, and he 
himself also hastened to get out be- 
cause the Lorp had smitten him. 

21 RKing Uzziah was a leper to the 
day of his death; and he lived in 8a 
separate house, being a leper, for he 
was cut off from the house of the 
Lorp. And Jotham his son was over 
the king’s house judging the people of 
the land. 2 Ki 15:5-7 © Le 13:46 

22 Now the rest of the acts of 
Uzziah, first to last, the prophet ®Isa- 
iah, the son of Amoz, has written. 151.1 

23 So Uzziah slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him with his fa- 
thers in the field of the grave which 
belonged to the kings, for they said, 
“He is a leper.” And Jotham his son 
became king in his place. 


cattle Succeeds Uzziah in 

udah 

LAY set tree was twenty-five years 
old when he became king, and 

he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 

And his mother’s name was Jerushah 

the daughter of Zadok. 2 Ki 15:33-35 

2 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorb, according to all that his father 
Uzziah had done; however he did not 
enter the temple of the Lorpb. But the 
people continued acting corruptly. 

3 He built the upper gate of the 
house of the Lorp, and he built exten- 
sively the wall of ROphel. 2. Ch 33:14; Ne 3:26 

4 Moreover, he built ®cities in the 
hill country of Judah, and he built 
fortresses and towers on the wooded 
hills. 2.Ch 11:5 

5 He fought also with the king of 
the Ammonites and prevailed over 
them so that the Ammonites gave him 
during that year one hundred talents 
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of silver, ten thousand Fkors of wheat 
and ten thousand of barley. The Am- 
monites also paid him this amount in 
the second and in the third year. 

6 So Jotham became mighty be- 
cause he ordered his ways before the 
Lorp his God. 2. Ch 26:5 

7 Now the rest of the acts of 
Jotham, even all his wars and his acts, 
behold, they are written in the Book 
of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 

8 He was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem. 2 Ch 27:1 

9 And Jotham slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in the city 
of David; and Ahaz his son became 
king in his place. 


Ahaz Succeeds Jotham in Judah 
2 sree was twenty years old 
when he became king, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; 
and ®he did not do right in the sight of 
the Lorp as David his father had 
done. 2 Ki 16:2-4 © 2 Ch 27:2 
2 ®But he walked in the ways of 
the kings of Israel; he also made 
molten images for the Baals. — 2ch22:3 
3 Moreover, ®he burned incense 
in the valley of Ben-hinnom and 
Rburned his sons in fire, according to 
the abominations of the nations 
whom the Lorp had driven out before 
the sons of Israel. Jos 15:8 « Le 18:21; 2 Ch 33:6 
4 He sacrificed and ®burned in- 
cense on the high places, on the hills 
and under every green tree. =. 2.ch 28:25 


Judah Is Invaded 

5 Wherefore, 8the Lorp his God 
delivered him into the hand of the 
king of Aram; and they ‘defeated him 
and carried away from him a great 
number of captives and brought them 
to Damascus. And he was also deliv- 
ered into the hand of the king of Is- 
rael, who inflicted him with heavy 
casualties. 2 Ki 16:5; 2 Ch 24:24; Is 7:1 « Lit smote 

6 For ®Pekah the son of Re- 
maliah slew in Judah 120,000 in one 
day, all valiant men, because they had 
forsaken the Lorp God of their fa- 
thers. 2 Ki 16:5 

7 And Zichri, a mighty man of 
Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king’s 
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son and Azrikam the ruler of the 
house and Elkanah the second to the 
king. 

8 ®The sons of Israel carried away 
captive of ®their brethren 200,000 
women, sons and daughters; and they 
Ttook also a great deal of spoil from 
them, and brought the spoil to 
Samaria. De 28:25, 41 © 2. Ch 11:4 « Lit plundered 

9 But a prophet of the LorD was 
there, whose name was Oded; and he 
went out to meet the army which 
came to Samaria and said to them, 
“Behold, because the Lorp, the God 
of your fathers, was angry with 
Judah, He has delivered them into 
your hand, and you have slain them 
in a rage which has even reached 
heaven. 

10 “Now you are proposing to 
Rsubjugate for yourselves the people 
of Judah and Jerusalem for male and 
female slaves. Surely, do you not have 
transgressions of your own against 
the Lorp your God? Le 25:39 

11 “Now therefore, listen to me 
and return the captives ;wWhom you 
captured from your brothers, ®for the 
burning anger of the Lorp is against 
you.” 2 Ch 28:8 © Jam 2:13 

12 Then some of the heads of the 
sons of Ephraim—Azariah the son of 
Johanan, Berechiah the son of 
Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of 
Shallum, and Amasa the son of Had- 
lai—arose against those who were 
coming from the battle, 

13 and said to them, “You must 
not bring the captives in here, for you 
are proposing to bring upon us guilt 
against the Lorp adding to our sins 
and our guilt; for our guilt is great so 
ae His burning anger is against Is- 
rael.” 

14 So the armed men left the cap- 
tives and the spoil before the officers 
and all the assembly. 

15 Then 8the men who were des- 
ignated by name arose, took the cap- 
tives, and they clothed all their naked 
ones from the spoil; and they gave 
them clothes and sandals, fed them 
and gave them drink, anointed them 
with oil, led all their feeble ones on 
donkeys, and brought them to Jeri- 
cho, the city of palm trees, to their 
brothers; then they returned to 
Samaria. 2 Ch 28:12 © 2 Ki 6:22; Pr 25:21, 22 
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Compromise with 
Assyria 

16 RAt that time King Ahaz sent to 
the ‘kings of Assyria for help. 

17 ®For again the Edomites had 
come and attacked Judah and carried 
away captives. Ob 10, 14 

18 The Philistines also had in- 
vaded the cities of the lowland and of 
the Negev of Judah, and had taken 
Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, and 
Soco with its villages, Timnah with its 
villages, and Gimzo with its villages, 
and they settled there. Eze 16:57 

19 For the Lorp humbled Judah 
because of Ahaz king of ®Israel, for he 
had brought about a lack of restraint 
in Judah and was very unfaithful to 
the Lorp. 2 Ch 21:2 

20 So Tilgath-pilneser king of As- 
syria came against him and afflicted 
him instead of strengthening him. 

21 Although Ahaz took a portion 
out of the house of the Lorp and out 
of the palace of the king and of the 
princes, and gave it to the king of As- 
syria, it did not help him. 2 Ki 16:8, 9 

22 Now in the time of his distress 
this same King Ahaz became yet 
more unfaithful to the Lorp. 

23 ®For he sacrificed to the gods 
of Damascus which had defeated him, 
and said, “8Because the gods of the 
kings of Aram helped them, I will sac- 
rifice to them that they may help me.” 
But they became the downfall of him 
and all Israel. 2 Ch 25:14 © Je 44:17, 18 

24 Moreover, when Ahaz gathered 
together the utensils of the house of 
God, he ®cut the utensils of the house 
of God in pieces; and he ®closed the 
doors of the house of the Lorp and 
made altars for himself in every cor- 
ner of Jerusalem. 2 Ki 16:17 2 Ch 29:7 

_ 25 In every city of Judah he made 
high places to burn incense to other 
gods, and provoked the Lorp,; the God 
of his fathers, to anger. 

26 ®Now the rest of his acts and 
all his ways, from first to last, behold, 
they are written in the Book of the 
Kings of Judah and Israel. 2 Ki 16:19, 20 

27 ®So Ahaz slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the city, in 
Jerusalem, for they did not bring him 
into the tombs of the kings of ®Israel; 
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and Hezekiah his son reigned in his 
place. 2 Ki 16:20; 2 Ch 24:25: Is 14:28 © 2 Ch 21:2 


Hezekiah Succeeds Ahaz in 
Judah 
2 RHezekiah became king, when 
he was twenty-five years old; 

and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Abijah, the daughter of Zecha- 
riah. 2ki18:1-3 

2 He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp, according to all that his father 
David had done. 2 Ch 28:1; 34:2 

3 In the first year of his reign, in 
the first month, he Sopened the doors 
of the house of the Lorp and repaired 
them. 2 Ch 28:24; 29:7 

4 He brought in the priests and 
the Levites and gathered them into 
the square on the east. 


Reforms Begun 

5 Then he said to them, “Listen 
to me, O Levites. }Consecrate your- 
selves now, and consecrate the house 
of the Lorp, the God of your fathers, 
and carry the uncleanness out from 
the holy place. 2 Ch 29:15, 34; 35:6 

6 “For our fathers have been un- 
faithful and have done evil in the sight 
of the Lorp our God, and have for- 
saken Him and turned their faces 
away from the dwelling place of the 
Lorb, and have turned their backs. 

7 “They have also shut the 
doors of the porch and put out the 
lamps, and have not burned incense 
or offered burnt offerings in the holy 
place to the God of Israel. 2 Ch 28:24 

8 “Therefore 8the wrath of the 
Lord was against Judah and 
Jerusalem, and He has made them an 
object of terror, of horror, and of 
Rhissing, aS you see with your own 
eyes. 2 Ch 24:20 ¢ Je 25:9, 18 

9 “For behold, Sour fathers have 
fallen by the sword, and our sons and 
our daughters and our wives are in 
captivity for this. 2 Ch 28:5-8, 17 

10 “Now it is in my heart 8to make 
a covenant with the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, that His burning anger may turn 
away from us. 2. Ch 23:16 

11 “My sons, do not be negligent 
now, for the Lorp has chosen you to 
stand before Him, to minister to Him, 
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and to be His ministers and burn in- 
cense.” Nu 3:6; 8:6 

12 Then the Levites arose: "Ma- 
hath, the son of Amasai and Joel the 
son of Azariah, from the sons of the 
Kohathites; and from the sons of Mer- 
ari, Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah 
the son of Jehallelel; and from the 
Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah 
and Eden the son of Joah; 2.Ch 31:13 

13 and from the sons of Eliza- 
phan, Shimri and ‘Jeiel; and from the 
sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Matta- 
niah; Or Jeuel 

14 and from the sons of Heman, 
Jehiel and Shimei; and from the sons 
of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 

15 They assembled their brothers, 
Rconsecrated themselves, and went in 
to cleanse the house of the Lorp, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the 
king by the words of the Lorb. 2¢n29:5 

16 So the priests went in to the 
inner part of the house of the Lorp to 
cleanse it, and every unclean thing 
which they found in the temple of the 
Lorp they brought out to the court of 
the house of the Lorp. Then the 
Levites received it to carry out to ®the 
Kidron "valley. 2 Ch 15:16 © Or wadi 

17 Now they began ‘the conse- 
cration on the first day of the first 
month, and on the eighth day of the 
month they entered the porch of 
the Lorp. Then they consecrated the 
house of the Lorp in eight days, and 
finished on the sixteenth day of the 
first month. Lit to consecrate * 2 Ch 29:3 

18 Then they went in to King 
Hezekiah and said, “We have cleansed 
the whole house of the Lorp, the altar 
of burnt offering with all of its uten- 
sils, and the table of showbread with 
all of its utensils. 

19 “Moreover, Xall the utensils 
which King Ahaz had discarded dur- 
ing his reign in his unfaithfulness, we 
have prepared and consecrated; and 
behold, they are before the altar of the 
LORD.” 2 Ch 28:24 


Hezekiah Restores Temple 
Worship 

20 Then King Hezekiah arose 
early and assembled the princes of 
the city and went up to the house of 
the Lorp. 


21 They brought seven bulls, 
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seven rams, seven lambs and seven 
male goats ®for a sin offering for the 
kingdom, the sanctuary, and Judah. 
And he ordered the priests, the sons 
of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of 
the Lorp. Le 4:3-14 

22 So they slaughtered the bulls, 
and the priests took the blood and 
sprinkled it on the altar. They also 
slaughtered the rams and sprinkled 
the blood on the altar; they slaugh- 
tered the lambs also and ¥sprinkled 
the blood on the altar. Le 4:18 

23 Then they brought the male 
goats of the sin offering before the 
king and the assembly, and ®they laid 
their hands on them. Le 4:15 

24 The priests slaughtered them 
and purged the altar with their blood 
Rto atone for all Israel, for the king or- 
dered the burnt offering and the sin 
offering for all Israel. Le 4:26 

25 He then stationed the Levites 
in the house of the Lorp with cym- 
bals, with harps and with lyres, ®ac- 
cording to the command of David and 
of RGad the king’s seer, and of 
RNathan the prophet; for the com- 
mand was from the Lorp through His 
prophets. 1 Ch 25:6 © 2 Ch 8:14 © 2 Sa 24:11 © 2 Sa 7:2 

26 The Levites stood with 8the 
musical instruments of David, and the 
priests with the trumpets. 1 Ch 23:5 

27 Then Hezekiah gave the order 
to offer the burnt offering on the altar. 
When the burnt offering began, the 
song to the Lorp also began with the 
trumpets, accompanied by the instru- 
ments of David, king of Israel. 

28 While the whole assembly 
worshiped, the singers also sang and 
the trumpets sounded; all this contin- 
ued until the burnt offering was fin- 
ished. 

29 Now at the completion of the 
burnt offerings, 8the king and all who 
were present with him bowed down 
and worshiped. 2 Ch 20:18 

30 Moreover, King Hezekiah and 
the officials ordered the Levites to 
sing praises to the Lorp with the 
words of David and Asaph the seer. 
So they sang praises with joy, and 
bowed down and worshiped. 

31 Then Hezekiah said, “RNow 
that you have consecrated yourselves 
to the Lorp, come near and bring sac- 
rifices and thank offerings to the 


506 


house of the Lorp.” And the assembly 
brought sacrifices and thank offer- 
ings, and all those who were willing 
brought burnt offerings. 2. Ch 13:9 

32 The number of the burnt offer- 
ings which the assembly brought was 
70 bulls, 100 rams, and 200 lambs; all 
these were for a burnt offering to the 
Lorp, r 

33 The consecrated things were 
600 bulls and 3,000 sheep. 

34 But the priests were too few, so 
that they were unable to skin all the 
burnt offerings; therefore their broth- 
ers the Levites helped them until the 
work was completed and until the 
other priests had. consecrated them- 
selves. For 8the Levites were more 
conscientious to consecrate. them- 
selves than the priests. 2Ch35:11 «2 Ch 30:3 

35 There were also many burnt 
offerings with ®the fat of the peace of- 
ferings and with 8the libations for the 
burnt offerings. Thus the service of 
the house of the Lorp was established 
again. 2 Ch 29:32 ¢ Le 3:16 ¢ Nu 15:5-10 

36 Then Hezekiah and all the peo- 
ple rejoiced over what God had pre- 
pared for the people, because the 
thing came about suddenly. 


All Israel Invited to the Passover 
3 Now Hezekiah sent to all Israel 
and Judah and wrote letters 
also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that 
they should come to the house of the 
Lorp at Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Passover to the Lorp God of Israel. 

2 For the king and his princes 
and all the assembly in Jerusalem had 
decided ®to celebrate the Passover in 
the second month, Nu 9:10, 11; 2 Ch 30:13, 15 
_ 3 since they could not celebrate 
it at that time, because the priests had 
not consecrated themselves in suffi- 
cient numbers, nor had the people 
been gathered to Jerusalem. 

_ 4 Thus the thing was right in the 
sight of the king and ‘all the assem- 
bly. Lit in the sight of all 
_ 5 So they established a decree to 
circulate a ‘proclamation throughout 
all Israel 8from Beersheba even to 
Dan, that they should come to cele- 
brate the Passover to the Lorp God of 
Israel at Jerusalem. For they had not 
celebrated it in great numbers as it 
was ‘prescribed. Lit voice « Ju 20:1 © Lit written 
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6 ®The couriers went throughout 
all Israel and Judah with the letters 
from the hand of the king and his 
princes, even according to the com- 
mand of the king, saying, “O sons of 
Israel, return to the Lorp God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Israel, that He may re- 
turn to those of you who escaped and 
are left from the hand of the kings of 
Assyria. Es 8:14; Job 9:25; Je 51:31 

7 “Do not be like your fathers 
and your brothers, who were unfaith- 
ful to the Lorp God of their fathers, 
so that "He made them a horror, as 
you see. Eze 20:13 ¢ 2 Ch 29:8 

8 “Now do not &stiffen your neck 
like your fathers, but yield to the Lorp 
and enter His sanctuary which He has 
consecrated forever, and serve the 
Lorp your God, that His burning 
anger may turn away from you. Ex 32:9 

9 “For 8if you return to the Lorp, 
your brothers and your sons will 
find compassion before those who led 
them captive and will return to this 
land. For the Lorp your God is gra- 
cious and compassionate, and will not 
turn His face away from you if you re- 
turn to Him.” De 30:2 ¢ Ex 34:6, 7; Mi 7:18 
10 So the couriers passed from 
city to city through the country of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as 
Zebulun, but they laughed them to 
scorn and mocked them. 2 Ch 36:16 
11 Nevertheless 8Ssome men of 
Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun hum- 
bled themselves and came to Jeru- 
salem. 2. Ch 30:18, 21, 25 
12 The hand of God was also on 
Judah to give them one heart to do 
what the king and the princes com- 
manded by the word of the Lorp. 


Passover Reinstituted 

13 Now many people were gath- 
ered at Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread in the sec- 
ond month, a very large assembly. 

14 They arose and removed the al- 
tars which were in Jerusalem; they 
also removed all the incense altars 
and cast them into the brook Kidron. 

15 Then they slaughtered the 
Passover lambs on the fourteenth of 
the second month. And &the priests 
and Levites were ashamed of them- 
selves, and consecrated themselves 
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and brought burnt offerings to the 
house of the LorD. —_2.ch30:2,3 © 2.ch 29:34 
16 ®They stood at their stations 
after their custom, according to the 
law of Moses the man of God; the 
priests sprinkled the blood which 
they received from the hand of the 
Levites. 2 Ch 35:10, 15 
17 For there were many in the as- 
sembly who had not consecrated 
themselves; therefore, ®the Levites 
were over the slaughter of the 
Passover lambs for everyone who was 
unclean, in order to consecrate them 
to the Lorp. 2 Ch 29:34 
18 For a multitude of the people, 
Reyen many from Ephraim and Man- 
asseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not 
purified themselves, yet they ate the 
Passover otherwise than prescribed. 
For Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, 
“May the good Lorp pardon 2 ch 30:11, 25 
19 everyone who prepares his 
heart to seek God, the Lorp God of 
his fathers, though not according to 
the purification rules of the sanctu- 
ary.” 2 Ch 19:3 
20 So the Lorp heard Hezekiah 
and healed the people. Jam 5:16 
21 The sons of Israel present in 
Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread for seven days with 
great joy, and the Levites and the 
priests praised the Lorp day after day 
with loud instruments to the Lorp. 
22 Then Hezekiah ®spoke encour- 
agingly to all the Levites who showed 
good insight in the things of the Lorp. 
So they ate for the appointed seven 
days, sacrificing peace offerings and 
giving thanks to the Lorp God of their 
fathers. 2 Ch 32:6 
23 Then the whole assembly ®de- 
cided to celebrate the feast another 
seven days, so they celebrated the 
seven days with joy. 1 Ki 8:65 
24 For Hezekiah king of Judah 
had contributed to the assembly 1,000 
bulls and 7,000 sheep, and the princes 
had contributed to the assembly 1,000 
bulls and 10,000 sheep; and 8a large 
number of priests consecrated them- 
selves. 2 Ch 35:7, 8 © 2 Ch 29:34; 30:3 
25 All the assembly of Judah re- 
joiced, with the priests and the Levites 
and all the assembly that came from 
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Israel, both the sojourners who came 
from the land of Israel and those liv- 
ing in Judah. 2.Ch 30:11, 18 

26 So there was great joy in 
Jerusalem, because there was nothing 
like this in Jerusalem ®since the days 
of Solomon the son of David, king of 
Israel. 2 Ch 7:8-10 

27 Then &the Levitical priests 
arose and ®blessed the people; and 
their voice was heard and their prayer 
came to 8His holy dwelling place, to 
heaven. 2 Ch 23:18 ¢ Nu 6:23 ¢ De 26:15; Ps 68:5 


Idols Are Destroyed uy 
3 Now when all this was finished, 
all Israel who were present 
went out to the cities of Judah, broke 
the pillars in pieces, cut down the 
FAsherim and pulled down the high 
places and the altars throughout all 
Judah and Benjamin, as well as in 
Ephraim and Manasseh, until they 
had destroyed them all. Then all the 
sons of Israel returned to their cities, 
each to his possession. 2 Ki 18:4 
2 And Hezekiah appointed ®the 
divisions of the priests and the Levites 
by their divisions, each according to 
his service, both the priests and the 
Levites, for burnt offerings and for 
peace offerings, to minister and to 
give thanks and to praise in the gates 
of the camp of the Lorp. 1 Ch 24:1 


Reforms Continued 
3 He also appointed the king’s 
portion of his goods for the burnt of- 
ferings, namely, for the morning and 
evening burnt offerings, and the burnt 
offerings for the sabbaths and for the 
new moons and for the fixed festivals, 
as it is written in the law of the Lorp. 
4 Also he commanded the people 
who lived in Jerusalem to give ®the 
portion due to the priests and the 
Levites, that they might devote them- 
selves to the law of the LorD. nu 18:8 
5 As soon as the ‘order spread, 
the sons of Israel provided in abun- 
dance the first fruits of grain, new 
wine, oil, honey and of all the produce 
of the field; and they brought in abun- 
dantly the tithe of all. Lit word Ne 13:12 
6 The sons of Israel and Judah 
who lived in the cities of Judah also 
brought in the tithe of oxen and 
sheep, and the tithe of sacred gifts 
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which were consecrated to the Lorp 
their God, and placed them in heaps. 

7 In the third month they began 
to Tmake the heaps, and finished 
them by the seventh month. Lit found 

8 When Hezekiah and the rulers 
came and saw the heaps, they blessed 
the Lorp and His people Israel. 

9 Then Hezekiah questioned the 
priests and the Levites concerning the 
heaps. 

10 Azariah the chief priest 8of the 
house of Zadok said to *him, “®Since 
the contributions began to be brought 
into the house of the Lorp, we have 
had enough to eat with plenty left 
over, for the Lorp has blessed His 
people, and this great quantity is left 
over.” 1 Ch 6:8, 9 ¢ Lit him, and he said © Mal 3:10 

11 Then Hezekiah commanded 
them to prepare rooms in the house 
of the Lorp, and they prepared them. 

12 They faithfully brought in the 
contributions and the tithes and the 
consecrated things; and Conaniah the 
Levite was the officer in charge ®of 
them and his brother Shimei was sec- 
ond. 2 Ch 35:9 

13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asa- 
hel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Is- 
machiah, Mahath and Benaiah were 
overseers ‘under the authority of Co- 
naniah and Shimei his brother by the 
appointment of King Hezekiah, and 
RAzariah was the chief officer of the 
house of God. Lit from the hand of © 2 Ch 31:10 

14 Kore the son of Imnah the 
Levite, the keeper of the eastern gate, 
was over the freewill offerings of 
God, to apportion the contributions 
for the Lorp and the most holy things. 

15 Under his authority were Eden, 
Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Ama- 
riah and Shecaniah in the cities of the 
priests, to distribute faithfully their 
portions to their brothers by divi- 
sions, whether great or small, 

16 without regard to their ge- 
nealogical enrollment, to the males 
from ®thirty years old and upward— 
everyone who entered the house of 
the Lorn for his daily obligations— 
for their work in their duties accord- 
ing to their divisions; 1 Ch 23:3 ¢ Ez 3:4 

17 as well as the priests who were 
enrolled genealogically according to 
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their fathers’ households, and the 
Levites from twenty years old and 
upwards, by their duties and their di- 
visions. 1 Ch 23:24 

18 The genealogical enrollment 
included ‘all their little children, their 
wives, their sons and their daughters, 
for the whole assembly, for they con- 
secrated themselves ‘faithfully in ho- 
liness. Lit with all ¢ Lit in their faithfulness 

19 Also for the sons of Aaron the 
priests who were in ®the pasture lands 
of their cities, or in each and every 
city, there were men who were desig- 
nated by name to distribute portions 
to every male among the priests and 
to everyone genealogically enrolled 
among the Levites. Le 25:34; Nu 35:2-5 

20 Thus Hezekiah did throughout 
all Judah; and ®he did what was good, 
right and true before the Lorp his 
God. 2 Ki 20:3; 22:2 

21 Every work which he began in 
the service of the house of God in law 
and in commandment, seeking his 
God, he did with all his heart and 
Rprospered. De 29:9; Pr 3:9, 10 


Sennacherib Invades Judah 

3 After these acts of faithfulness 
RSennacherib king of Assyria 

came and invaded Judah and be- 

sieged the fortified cities, and 

thought to break into them for him- 

self. 2 Ki 18:13-19, 37; Is 36:1-37:38 

2 Now when Hezekiah saw that 
Sennacherib had come and that he in- 
tended to make war on Jerusalem, 

3 he decided with his officers 
and his warriors to cut off the supply 
of water from the springs which were 
outside the city, and they helped him. 

4 So many people assembled 
Rand stopped up all the springs and 
Rthe stream which flowed through the 
region, saying, “Why should the kings 
of Assyria come and find abundant 
water?” 2 Ki 20:20 © 2 Ch 32:30 

5 And he took courage and ®re- 
built all the wall that had been broken 
down and erected towers on it, and 
built’ Ranother outside wall and 
strengthened the Millo in the city of 
David, and made weapons and shields 
in great number. 2 Ch 25:23 © 2 Ki 25:4 

6 He appointed military officers 
over the people and gathered them to 
him in the square at the city gate, and 
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spoke Tencouragingly to them, say- 
ing, 2 Ch 30:22 © Lit upon their hearts 

7 “Be strong and courageous, do 
not fear or be dismayed because of 
the king of Assyria nor because of all 
the horde that is with him; ®for the 
one with us is greater than the one 
with him. 1 Ch 22:13 © 2 Ki 6:16 

8 “With him is only an arm of 
flesh, but with us is the Lorp our God 
to help us and to fight our battles.” 
And the people relied on the words of 
Hezekiah king of Judah. 


Sennacherib Undermines 
Hezekiah 

9 After this 8Sennacherib king of 
Assyria sent his servants to Jerusalem 
while he was "besieging Lachish with 
all his forces with him, against 
Hezekiah king of Judah and against 
all Judah who were at Jerusalem, say- 
ing, 2 Ki 18:17 © Lit against 

10 “Thus says Sennacherib king 
of Assyria, ‘On what are you trusting 
that you ane remaining in Jerusalem 
under siege? 

11 ‘Is not Hezekiah misleading 
you to give yourselves over to die by 
hunger and by thirst, saying, “The 
Lorp our God will deliver us from the 
Thand of the king of Assyria”? Lit palm 

12 ‘Has not the same Hezekiah 
taken away His high places and His 
altars, and said to Judah and 
TJerusalem, “You shall worship before 
one altar, and on it you shall burn in- 
cense”? 2 Ch 31:1 ¢ Lit Jeusalem, saying, 

13 ‘Do you not know what I and 
my fathers have done to all the peo- 
ples of the lands? Were the gods of the 
nations of the lands able at all to de- 
liver their land from my hand? 

14 ‘kWho was there among all the 
gods of those nations which my fa- 
thers utterly destroyed who could de- 
liver his people out of my hand, that 
your God should be able to deliver 
you from my hand? Is 10:9-11 

15 ‘Now therefore, do not let 
Hezekiah deceive you or mislead you 
like this, and do not believe him, for 
no god of any nation or kingdom was 
able to deliver his people from my 
hand or from the hand of my fathers. 
How much less will your God deliver 
you from my hand?’” 

16 His servants spoke further 
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against the Lorp God and against His 
servant Hezekiah. 

17 He also wrote letters to insult 
the Lorp God of Israel, and to speak 
against Him, saying, “8As the gods of 
the nations of the lands have not de- 
livered their people from my hand, so 
the God of Hezekiah will not deliver 
His people from my hand.” 2 Ch 32:14 

18 They called this out with a loud 
voice in the language of Judah to the 
people of Jerusalem who were on the 
wall, to frighten and terrify them, so 
that they might take the city. 

19 They spoke ‘of the God of 
Jerusalem as of the gods of the peo- 
ples of the earth, the work of men’s 
hands. Lit to « Ps 115:4-8 


Hezekiah’s Prayer Is Answered 

20 But King Hezekiah and Isaiah 
the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed 
about this and cried out to heaven. 

21 And the Lorp sent an angel 
who destroyed every mighty warrior, 
commander and officer in the camp 
of the king of Assyria. So he returned 
Tin shame to his own land. And when 
he had entered the temple of his god, 
some of his own children killed him 
there with the sword. Lit in shame of face 

22 So the Lorp saved Hezekiah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from 
the hand of Sennacherib the king of 
Assyria and from the hand of all oth- 
ers, and guided them on every side. 

3 And ®many were bringing gifts 
to the Lorp at Jerusalem and choice 
presents to Hezekiah king of Judah, 
so that She was exalted in the sight of 
all nations thereafter.  25Sa8:10¢2ch1:1 

24 ®In those days Hezekiah be- 
came mortally ill; and he prayed to 
the Lorpb, and the Lorpb spoke to him 
and gave hima sign. = 2 Ki 20:1-11; Is 38:1-8 

25 But Hezekiah gave no return for 
the benefit he received, because his 
heart was ‘proud; ®therefore wrath 
came on him and on Judah and Jeru- 
salem. 2 Ch 26:16; 32:31 © Lit high ¢ 2 Ch 24:18 

26 However, 8Hezekiah humbled 
the pride of his heart, both he and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 
wrath of the Lorp did not come on 
them in the days of Hezekiah. Je 26:18, 19 

27 Now Hezekiah had immense 
riches and honor; and he made for 
himself treasuries for silver, gold, pre- 
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cious stones, spices, shields and all 
kinds of valuable articles, 

28 storehouses also for the pro- 
duce of grain, wine and oil, pens for 
all kinds of cattle and sheepfolds for 
the flocks. 

29 He made cities for himself and 
acquired flocks and herds in abun- 
dance, for 3God had given him very 
great wealth. 1 Ch 29:12 

30 It was Hezekiah who stopped 
the upper outlet of the waters of 
Gihon and directed them to the west 
side of the city of David. And Heze- 
kiah prospered in all that he did. 

31 Even in the matter of ®the en- 
voys of the rulers of Babylon, who 
sent to him to inquire of ®the wonder 
that had happened in the land, God 
left him alone only ®to test him, that 
He might know all that was in his 
heart. 2 Ki 20:12; Is 39:1 © 2 Ch 32:24; Is 38:7, 8 ¢ De 8:16 

32 Now the rest of the acts of 
Hezekiah and his deeds of devotion, 
behold, they are written in the vision 
of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, 
in the Book of the Kings of Judah and 
Israel. 

33 So Hezekiah slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in the 
upper section of the tombs of the sons 
of David; and all Judah and the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem Shonored him 
at his death. And his son Manasseh 
became king in his place. Ps 112:6; Pr 10:7 


Manasseh Succeeds Hezekiah in 

Judah 

3 Manasseh was twelve years old 
when he became king, and he 

reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 

2 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp according to the abominations 
of the nations whom the Lorp dispos- 
sessed before the sons of Israel. 

3 For ®he rebuilt the high places 
which Hezekiah his father had bro- 
ken down; ®he also erected altars for 
the Baals and made FAsherim, and 
worshiped all the host of heaven and 
served them. 2 Ch 31:1 © De 16:21; 2 Ki 23:5, 6 

4 ®He built altars in the house of 
the Lorp of which the Lorp had said, 
“My name shall be 8in Jerusalem for- 
ever.” 2 Ch 28:24 © 2 Sa 7:13; 2 Ch 7:16 

5 For he built altars for all the 
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host of heaven in 8the two courts of 
the house of the Lorp. 2. Ch 4:9 

6 RHe made his sons pass 
through the fire in the valley of Ben- 
hinnom; and he practiced witchcraft, 
used divination, practiced sorcery and 
dealt with mediums and spiritists. He 
did much evil in the sight of the Lorp, 
provoking Him to anger. 2 Ch 28:3 

7 Then he put the carved image 
of the idol which he had made in the 
house of God, of which God had said 
to David and to Solomon his son, “In 
this house and in Jerusalem, which I 
have chosen from all the tribes of Is- 
rael, I will put My name forever; 

8 andI will not again remove the 
foot of Israel from the land ®which I 
have appointed for your fathers, if 
only they will observe to do all that I 
have commanded them according to 
all the law, the statutes and the ordi- 
nances given through Moses.” 2sa7:10 

9 Thus Manasseh misled Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to 
do more evil than the nations whom 
pore destroyed before the sons of 

srael. 


Manasseh’s Idolatry Rebuked 

10 The Lorp spoke to Manasseh 
and his people, but ®they paid no at- 
tention. Ne 9:29; Je 25:4 

11 Therefore the Lorp brought 
the commanders of the army of the 
king of Assyria against them, and 
they captured Manasseh with ‘hooks, 
bound him with bronze chains and 
took him to Babylon. 

12 When &he was in distress, he 
entreated the Lorp his God and hum- 
bled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers. Ps 118:5; 120:1; 130:1, 2 

13 When he prayed to Him, ®He 
was moved by his entreaty and heard 
his supplication, and brought him 
again to Jerusalem to his kingdom. 
Then Manasseh knew that the Lorp 
was God. 1 Ch 5:20; Ez 8:23 * Da 4:32 

14 Now after this he built the 
outer wall of the city of David on the 
west side of 8Gihon, in the valley, even 
to the entrance of the ®Fish Gate; and 
he encircled the ROphel with it and 
made it very high. Then he put army 
commanders in all the fortified cities 
of Judah. 1 Ki 1:33 ¢ Ne 3:3 © 2 Ch 27:3 
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15 He also 8removed the foreign 
gods and the idol from the house of 
the Lorp, as well as all the altars 
which he had built on the mountain 
of the house of the Lorp and in 
Jerusalem, and he threw them outside 
the city. 2 Ch 33:3-7 

16 He set up the altar of the Lorp 
and sacrificed peace offerings and 
thank offerings on it; and he ordered 
neat to serve the Lorp God of Is- 
rael. 

17 Nevertheless the people still 
sacrificed in the high places, although 
only to the Lorp their God. —-2.cn32:12 

18 Now the rest of the acts of 
Manasseh even his prayer to his God, 
and the words of the seers who spoke 
to him in the name of the Lorp God of 
Israel, behold, they are among the 
records of the kings of Israel. 

19 His prayer also and Show God 
was entreated by him, and all his sin, 
his unfaithfulness, and 8the sites on 
which he built high places and erected 
the Asherim and the carved images, 
before he humbled himself, behold, 
they are written in the records of the 
Hozai . 2 Ch 33:13 © 2 Ch 33:3 

20 So Manasseh slept with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in his own 
house. And Amon his son became 
king in his place. 


Amon Becomes King in Judah 

21 Amon was twenty-two years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned two years in Jerusalem. 

22 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp as Manasseh his father had 
done, and Amon sacrificed to all the 
carved images which his father Man- 
asseh had made, and he served them. 

23 Moreover, he did not humble 
himself before the Lorp 8as his father 
Manasseh had ‘done, but Amon mul- 
tiplied guilt. 2h 33:12, 19 « Lit humbled himself 

24 Finally ®his servants conspired 
against him and put him to death in 
his own house. 2 Ch 25:27 

25 But the people of the land 
Tkilled all the conspirators against 
King Amon, and the people of the 
land made Josiah his son king in his 
place. Lit smote 
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Josiah Succeeds Amon in Judah 

3 Josiah was eight years old when 
he became king, and he reigned 

thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 

2 "He did right in the sight of the 
Lorp, and walked in the ways of his 
father David and did not turn aside to 
the right or to the left. 2 Ch 29:2 

3 For in the eighth year of his 
reign while he was still a youth, he 
began to ®seek the God of his father 
David; and in the twelfth year he 
began ®to purge Judah and Jerusalem 
of the high places, the Asherim, the 
carved images and the molten im- 
ages. 2 Ch 15:2; Pr 8:17 © 1 Ki 13:2; 2 Ch 33:22 

4 They tore down the altars of 
the Baals in his presence, and ®the in- 
cense altars that were high above 
them he chopped down; also the Ash- 
erim, the carved images and the 
molten images he broke in pieces and 
Reround to powder and scattered it on 
the graves of those who had sacrificed 
to them. 2 Ki 23:4, 5, 11 ¢ Ex 32:20 

5 Then he burned the bones of 
the priests on their altars and purged 
Judah and Jerusalem. 1 ki 13:2; 2 ki 23:20 

6 In the cities of Manasseh, 
Ephraim, Simeon, even as far as 
Naphtali, in their surrounding ruins, 

7 he also tore down the altars 
and beat the Asherim and the carved 
images into powder, and chopped 
down all the incense altars through- 
out the land of Israel. Then he re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 2 Ch 31:1 


Josiah Repairs the Temple 

8 Now in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, when he had purged the 
land and the house, he sent Shaphan 
the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah an 
official of the city, and Joah the son of 
Joahaz the recorder, to repair the 
house of the Lorp his God. 2.ki22:3-20 

9 They came to 8Hilkiah the high 
priest and delivered the money that 
was brought into the house of God, 
which the Levites, the doorkeepers, 
had collected from RManasseh and 
Ephraim, and from all the remnant of 
Israel, and from all Judah and Ben- 
jamin and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem. 2 Ch 35:8 © 2 Ch 30:10, 18 

10 Then they gave it into the 
hands of the workmen who had the 
oversight of the house of the Lorp, 
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and the workmen who were working 
in the house of the Lorp ‘used it to re- 
store and repair the house. Lit gave 

11 They in turn gave it to the car- 
penters and to the builders to buy 
quarried stone and timber for cou- 
plings and to make beams for the 
houses 8&which the kings of Judah had 
let go to ruin. 2 Ch 33:4-7 

12 ®The men did the work faith- 
fully with foremen over them to su- 
pervise: Jahath and Obadiah, the 
Levites of the sons of Merari, 
Zechariah and Meshullam of the sons 
of the Kohathites, and ®the Levites, all 
who were skillful with musical instru- 
ments. 2 Ki 12:15 ¢ 1 Ch 25:1 

13 They were also over &the bur- 
den bearers, and supervised all the 
workmen from job to job; and some 
of the Levites were scribes and offi- 
cials and gatekeepers. Ne 4:10 


Hilkiah Discovers Lost Book of 
the Law 

14 When they were bringing out 
the money which had been brought 
into the house of the Lorp, ®Hilkiah 
the priest found the book of the law of 
the Lorp given by Moses. 2 Ch 34:9 

15 Hilkiah responded and said to 
Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the 
book of the law in the house of the 
Lorpb.” And Hilkiah gave the book to 
Shaphan. 

16 Then Shaphan brought the 
book to the king and ‘reported fur- 
ther word to the king, saying, “Every- 
thing that was entrusted to your 
servants they are doing. Lit returned 

17 “They have also emptied out 
the money which was found in the 
house of the Lorp, and have delivered 
it into the hands of the supervisors 
and the workmen.” 

18 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe 
told the king saying, “Hilkiah the 
priest gave me a book.” And Shaphan 
read from it in the presence of the 
king. 

19 When the king heard the words 
of the law, he tore his clothes. 

20 Then the king commanded 
Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 
TAbdon the son of Micah, Shaphan 
the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s ser- 
vant, saying, In 2 Ki 22:12, Achbor, son of Miaiah 

21 “Go, inquire of the Lorp for me 
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and for those who are left in Israel 
and in Judah, concerning the words 
of the book which has been found; for 
great is the wrath of the Lorp which 
is poured out on us because our fa- 
thers have not observed the word of 
the Lorp, to do according to all that is 
written in this book.” 2 Ch 29:8 


Huldah, the Prophetess, Speaks 

22 SO Hilkiah and those whom 
the king had told went to Huldah the 
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the 
son of 'Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, 
the keeper of the wardrobe (now she 
lived in Jerusalem in the Second 
Quarter); and they spoke to her re- 
garding this. n2 Ki 22:14 Tikvah, son of Harhas 

23 She said to them, “Thus says 
the Lorp, the God of Israel, ‘Tell the 
man who sent you to Me, 

24 thus says the Lorp, “Behold, ®I 
am bringing evil on this place and on 
its inhabitants, even all ®the curses 
written in the book which they have 
read in the presence of the king of 
Judah. 2 Ch 36:14-20 © De 28:15-68 

25 “RBecause they have forsaken 
Me and have burned incense to other 
gods, that they might provoke Me to 
anger with all the works of their 
hands; therefore My wrath will be 
poured out on this place and it shall 
not be quenched.”’ 2 Ch 33:3 

26 “But to the king of Judah who 
sent you to inquire of the Lorp, thus 
you will say to him, “Thus says the 
Lorp God of Israel regarding the 
words which you have heard, 

27 “Because your heart was ten- 
der and you humbled yourself before 
God when you heard His words 
against this place and against its in- 
habitants, and because you humbled 
yourself before Me, tore your clothes 
and wept before Me, I truly have 
heard you,” declares the Lorp. 

28 “Behold, I will gather you to 
your fathers and you shall be gath- 
ered to your grave in peace, so your 
eyes will not see all the evil which I 
will bring on this place and on its in- 
habitants.”’” And they brought back 
word to the king. 

29 ®Then the king sent and gath- 
ered all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2 Ki 23:1-3 

30 The king went up to the house 
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of the Lorp and Rall the men of Judah, 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
priests, the Levites and all the people, 
from the greatest to the least; and he 
read in their hearing all the words of 
the book of the covenant which was 
found in the house of the LorD. Ne 8:1-3 


Josiah’s Good Reign 

31 Then the king stood in his 
place and made a covenant before the 
Lorp to walk after the Lorp, and to 
keep His commandments and His tes- 
timonies and His statutes with all his 
heart and with all his soul, to perform 
the words of the covenant written in 
this book. 2 Ki 11:14; 23:3; 2 Ch 30:16 

32 Moreover, he made all who 
were present in Jerusalem and Ben- 
jamin to stand with him. So the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem did according 
to the covenant of God, the God of 
their fathers. 

33 Josiah 8removed all the abomi- 
nations from all the lands belonging to 
the sons of Israel, and made all who 
were present in Israel to serve the 
Lorp their God. Throughout his life- 
time they did not turn from following 
the Lorp God of their fathers. 2 ch 34:3-7 


The Passover Observed Again 

3 Then Josiah celebrated the 
Passover to the Lorp in 

Jerusalem, and ®they slaughtered the 

Passover animals on the fourteenth 

day of the first month. Ex 12:6; Nu 9:3 

2 He set the priests in their of- 
fices and encouraged them in the 
service of the house of the Lorp. 

3 He also said to ®the Levites 
who taught all Israel and who were 
holy to the Lorp, “Put the holy ark in 
the house which Solomon the son of 
David king of Israel built; it will be a 
burden on your shoulders no longer. 
Now serve the Lorp your God and His 
people Israel. 2. Ch 17:8, 9; Ne 8:7 © 1 Ch 23:26 

4 “RPrepare yourselves by your 
fathers’ households in your divisions, 
according to the writing of David king 
of Israel and according to the writing 
of his son Solomon. 1 Ch 9:10-13 

5 “Moreover, ®stand in the holy 
place according to the sections of the 
fathers’ households of your brethren 
the lay people, and according to the 
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Levites, by division of a father’s 
household. Ez 6:18 

6 “Now &slaughter the Passover 
animals, ®sanctify yourselves and pre- 
pare for your brethren to do accord- 
ing to the word of the Lorp by 
Moses.” 2. Ch 35:1 © 2 Ch 29:5 

7 Josiah contributed to the lay 
people, to all who were present, flocks 
of lambs and young goats, all for the 
Passover offerings, numbering 30,000 
plus 3,000 bulls; these were from the 
king’s possessions. 

8 His officers also contributed a 
freewill offering to the people, the 
priests and the Levites. Hilkiah and 
Zechariah and Jehiel, ®the officials of 
the house of God, gave to the priests 
for the Passover offerings 2,600 from 
the flocks and 300 bulls. 2 Ch 31:13 

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah 
and Nethanel, his brothers, and 
Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the 
officers of the Levites, contributed to 
the Levites for the Passover offerings 
5,000 from the flocks and 500 bulls. 

10 So the service was prepared, 
and the priests stood at their stations 
and the Levites by their divisions ac- 
cording to the king’s command. 

11 ®They slaughtered the Pass- 
over animals, and while the priests 
sprinkled the blood received from 
their hand, 8the Levites skinned 
them. 2 Ch 35:1, 6 © 2 Ch 29:22 © 2 Ch 29:34 

12 Then they removed the burnt 
offerings that they might give them to 
the sections of the fathers’ households 
of the lay people to present to the 
Lorb, as it is written in the book of 
Moses. They did this also with the 
bulls. 

13 So ®they roasted the Passover 
animals on the fire according to the 
ordinance, and they boiled ®the holy 
things in pots, in kettles, in pans, and 
carried them speedily to all the lay 
people. Ex 12:8, 9 ¢ Le 6:28 

14 Afterwards they prepared for 
themselves and for the priests, be- 
cause the priests, the sons of Aaron, 
were offering the burnt offerings and 
the fat until night; therefore the 
Levites prepared for themselves and 
for the priests, the sons of Aaron. 

15. The singers, the sons of Asaph, 
were also at their stations Saccording 
to the command of David, Asaph, 
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Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; 
and "the gatekeepers at each gate did 
not have to depart from their service, 
because the Levites their brethren 
prepared for them. 1h 25:1 1 Ch 26:12-19 
16 So all the service of the Lorp 
was prepared on that day to celebrate 
the Passover, and to offer burnt offer- 
ings on the altar of the Lorp accord- 
ing to the command of King Josiah. 
17 Thus &the sons of Israel who 
were present celebrated the Passover 
at that time, and the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread seven days. Ex 12:1-20; 2 Ch 30:21 
18 There had not been celebrated 
a Passover like it in Israel since the 
days of Samuel the prophet; nor had 
any of the kings of Israel celebrated 
such a Passover as Josiah did with the 
priests, the Levites, all Judah and Is- 
rael who were present, and the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem. 2 Ki 23:21; 2 Ch 30:5 
19 In the eighteenth year of 
Josiah’s reign this Passover was cele- 
brated. 


Josiah Dies in Battle 

20 After all this, when Josiah had 
set the temple in order, Neco king of 
Egypt came up to make war at Car- 
chemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah 
went out to engage him. 2 Ki 23:29, 30 

21 But Neco sent messengers to 
him, saying, ““What have we to do 
with each other, O King of Judah? I 
am not coming against you today but 
against the house with which I am at 
war, and God has ordered me to 
hurry. Stop for your own sake from in- 
terfering with God who is with me, so 
that He will not destroy you.” 2ch25:19 

22 However, Josiah would not 
turn away from him, but ®disguised 
himself in order to make war with 
him; nor did he listen to the words of 
Neco ®from the mouth of God, but 
came to make war on the plain of 
RMegiddo. 2 Ch 18:29 ¢ 2 Ch 35:21 ¢ Ju5:19 

23 The archers shot King Josiah, 
and the king said to his servants, 
“Take me away, for I am _ badly 
wounded.” 

24 So his servants took him out of 
the chariot and carried him in the sec- 
ond chariot which he had, and 
brought him to Jerusalem ™where he 
died and was buried in the tombs of 
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his fathers. 8All Judah and Jerusalem 
mourned for Josiah. Lit and « Ze 12:11 

25 Then Jeremiah chanted a 
lament for Josiah. And all the male 
and female singers speak about 
Josiah in their lamentations to this 
day. And they made them an ordi- 
nance in Israel; behold, they are also 
written in the Lamentations. 

26 Now the rest of the acts of 
Josiah and his deeds of devotion as 
written in the law of the Lorp, 

27 and his acts, first to last, be- 
hold, they are written in the Book of 
the Kings of Israel and Judah. 


Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, then 

Jehoiachin Rule 

S603 the people of the land 
took FJoahaz the son of Josiah, 

and made him king in place of his fa- 

ther in Jerusalem. 2 Ki 23:30-34 

2 Joahaz was twenty-three years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned three months in Jerusalem. 

3 Then the king of Egypt de- 
posed him at Jerusalem, and imposed 
on the land a fine of one hundred tal- 
ents of silver and one talent of gold. 

4 The king of Egypt made Eli- 
akim his brother king over Judah and 
Jerusalem, and changed his name to 
Jehoiakim. But Neco took Joahaz his 
brother and brought him to Egypt. 

5 RJehoiakim was twenty-five 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; 
and he did evil in the sight of the Lorp 
his God. 2 Ki 23:36, 37; Je 22:13-19; 26:1; 35:1 

6 Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon came up against him and bound 
him with bronze chains to take him to 
Babylon. 2 Ki 24:1; Je 25:1-9 © 2 Ch 33:11 

7 RNebuchadnezzar also brought 
some of the articles of the house of 
the Lorp to Babylon and put them in 
his temple at Babylon. 2 Ki 24:13 

8 RNow the rest of the acts of Je- 
hoiakim and "the abominations which 
he did, and what was found against 
him, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
And Jehoiachin his son became king 
in his place. 2 Ki 24:5 © Lit his 

9 RJehoiachin was eight years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned three months and ten days in 
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Jerusalem, and he did evil in the sight 
of the Lorp. 2 Ki 24:8-17 


Captivity in Babylon Begun 

10 At the turn of the year King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought 
him to Babylon with the valuable ar- 
ticles of the house of the Lorp, and he 
made his kinsman ®Zedekiah king 
over Judah and Jerusalem. Je 37:1 


Zedekiah Rules in Judah 

11 Zedekiah was’ twenty-one 
years old when he became king, and 
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 

12 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp his God; ®he did not humble 
himself before Jeremiah the prophet 
who spoke for the Lorp. 2 Ch 33:23 

13 8He also rebelled against King 
Nebuchadnezzar who had made him 
swear allegiance by God. But 8he stiff- 
ened his neck and hardened his heart 
against turning to the Lorp God of Is- 
rael. Je 52:3: Eze 17:15 ¢ 2 Ch 30:8 

14 Furthermore, all the officials of 
the priests and the people were very 
unfaithful following all the abomina- 
tions of the nations; and they defiled 
the house of the Lorp which He had 
sanctified in Jerusalem. 

15 The Lorp, the God of their fa- 
thers, 8sent word to them again and 
again by His messengers, because He 
had compassion on His people and on 
His dwelling place; Je 7:13; 25:3 

16 but they continually }mocked 
the messengers of God, ®despised His 
words and scoffed at His prophets, 
Runtil the wrath of the Lorp arose 
against His people, until there was no 
remedy. 2 Ch 30:10; Je 5:12, 13 ¢ Pr 1:24-32 ¢ Ez 5:12 

17 Therefore He brought up 
against them the king of the Chal- 
deans who slew their young men with 
the sword in the house of their sanc- 
tuary, and had no compassion on 
young man or virgin, old man or in- 
firm; He gave them all into his hand. 

18 All the articles of the house of 
God, great and small, and the treas- 
ures of the house of the Lorb, and the 
treasures of the king and of his offi- 
cers, he brought them all to Babylon. 

19 Then ®they burned the house of 
God and broke down the wall of 
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Jerusalem, and burned all its fortified 
buildings with fire and destroyed all 
its valuable articles. 1 Ki 9:8; 2 Ki 25:9; Je 52:13 

20 Those who had escaped from 
the sword he 8carried away to Baby- 
lon; and 8they were servants to him 
and to his sons until the rule of the 
kingdom of Persia, 2 Ki 25:11 © Je 27:7 

21 Xto fulfill the word of the Lorp 
by the mouth of Jeremiah, until 8the 
land had enjoyed its sabbaths. RAll 
the days of its desolation it kept sab- 
bath Runtil seventy years were com- 
plete. Je 29:10 ¢ Le 26:34 ¢ Le 25:4 ¢ Je 25:11 


Cyrus Permits Return 
22 Now in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia—in order to fulfill the 
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word of the Lorp by the mouth of Je- 
remiah—the Lorp 8stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that 
he sent a proclamation throughout his 
kingdom, and also put it in writing, 
saying, Ez 1:1-3 ¢ Je 25:12; 29:10 ¢ Is 44:28 

23 “Thus says Cyrus king of Per- 
sia, ‘The Lorp, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and He has appointed me to 
build Him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Whoever there is 
among you of all His people, may the 
LorRD his God be with him, and let him 
go up!’” y 
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Author: Although Ezra is not specifi- 
cally named as the author, 
Jewish tradition attributes the 
book to him. This seems ap- 
propriate as portions of the 
book are written in the first 
person, from Ezra’s point of 
view (7:28-9:15). Similar to 
Chronicles, this book has a 
strong priestly emphasis. Ezra 
was a direct descendant of 
Aaron through Eleazar, Phine- 
has, and Zadok, and so came 
from a long and _ illustrious 
priestly line. It is believed that 
Ezra had access to the exten- 
sive library of written docu- 
ments gathered by Nehemiah 
and that this was one of the 
sources used in writing this 
book as well as Chronicles. 


Time: Cc. 538-457 B.c. 


Cyrus’s Proclamation 

RNow in the first year of Cyrus 

king of Persia, in order to fulfill the 
word of the Lorp by the mouth of Je- 
remiah, the Lorp stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 
Rgent a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and also put it in writ- 
ing, saying: 2 Ch 36:22; Je 25:12; 29:10 © Ez 5:13 

2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Per- 
sia, ‘The Lorp, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth and 8He has appointed me to 
build Him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Is 44:28; 45:1, 12, 13 

3 ‘Whoever there is among you 
of all His people, may his God be with 
him! Let him go up to Jerusalem 
which is in Judah and rebuild the 
house of the Lorp, the God of Israel; 
He is the God who is in Jerusalem. 

4 ‘Every survivor, at whatever 
place he may live, let the men of "that 
place support him with silver and 
gold, with goods and cattle, together 


Key Verse: Ez 1:3 


Theme: Many scholars think Ezra and 
Nehemiah belong together as 
one book. Together they tell 
parts of the same story. The 
exile is over and the temple is 
to be rebuilt along with the 
wall of Jerusalem despite con- 
siderable opposition. While 
Nehemiah’s perspective. -is 
that of a civil servant and 
building contractor, Ezra is a 
teacher of the law and a 
priest, and as such, provides 
leadership by bringing God’s 
Word to the people and by 
restoring proper worship. 
When the people respond to 
the Word and reestablish their 
relationship with God through 
worship, the building process 
is renewed and completed. 


with a freewill offering for the house 
of God which is in Jerusalem.’” Lit nis 


Holy Vessels Restored 

5 Then the heads of fathers’ 
households of Judah and Benjamin 
and the priests and the Levites arose, 
even everyone whose spirit God had 
stirred to go up and rebuild the house 
of the LorpD which is in Jerusalem. 

6 All those about them ®encour- 
aged them with articles of silver, with 
gold, with goods, with cattle and with 
valuables, aside from all that was 
given as a freewill offering. Ne 6:9; Is 35:3 

7 Also King Cyrus brought out 
the articles of the house of the Lorp, 
Rwhich Nebuchadnezzar had carried 
away from Jerusalem and put in the 
house of his gods; 2 Ki 24:13; 2 Ch 36:7 

8 and Cyrus, king of Persia, had 
them brought out by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and he 
counted them out to ®Sheshbazzar, 
the prince of Judah. Ez 5:14 


EZRA 1:9 


9 Now this was their number: 30 
Rgold dishes, 1,000 silver dishes, 29 
duplicates; Ez 8:27 

10 30 gold bowls, 410 silver bowls 
of a second kind and 1,000 other arti- 
cles. 

11 All the articles of gold and sil- 
ver numbered 5,400. Sheshbazzar 
brought them all up with the exiles 
who went up from Babylon to Jeru- 
salem. 


Number of Those Returning 
RNow these are the people of the 
province who came up out of the 

captivity of the exiles whom Neb- 

uchadnezzar the king of Babylon had 
carried away to Babylon, and returned 
to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his 

city. 2 Ki 24:14-16; 25:11; 2 Ch 36:20; Ne 7:6-73 

2 ™These came with Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, 'Seraiah, Reela- 
iah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big- 
vai, Rehum and Baanah. 
The number of the men of the peo- 
ple of Israel: Lit who ¢ In Ne 7:7, Azariah 
3 the sons of Parosh, 2,172; 
4 the sons of Shephatiah, 372; 
5 the sons of SArah, 775; ~——-Ne7:10 
6 the sons of Pahath-moab of the 
sons of Jeshua and Joab, 2,812; 
7 the sons of Elam, 1,254; 
8 the sons of Zattu, 945; 
9 the sons of Zaccai, 760; 
10 the sons of Bani, 642; 
11 the sons of Bebai, 623; 
12 the sons of Azgad, 1,222; 
13 the sons of Adonikam, 666; 
14 the sons of Bigvai, 2, 056: 
15 the sons of Adin, 454: 

ce 16 the sons of Ater of Hezekiah, 

17 the sons of Bezai, 323; 

18 the sons of Jorah, 112; 

19 the sons of Hashum, 223; 

20 the sons of Gibbar, 95; 

21 the men of Bethlehem, 123; 

22 the men of Netophah, 56; 

23 the men of Anathoth, 128; 

24 the sons of Azmaveth, 42; 

25 the sons of Kiriath-arim, Chep- 

hirah and Beeroth, 743; 

26 the sons of Ramah and Geba, 

’ Jos 18:25 

27 the men of Michmas, 122; 

28 the men of Bethel and Ai, 223; 

29 the sons of Nebo, 52; 

30 the sons of Magbish, 156; 
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31 the sons of the other Elam, 
1,254; 
32 the sons of Harim, 320; 
33 the sons of Lod, Hadid and 
Ono, 725; 
34 the ™men of Jericho, 345; _ Lit sons 
35 the sons of Senaah, 3,630. 


Priests Returning 
36 The priests: the sons of Jedaiah 
of the house of Jeshua, 973; 
37 the sons of Immer, 1,052; 
38 the sons of Pashhur, 1,247; 
39 the sons of Harim, 1,017. 


Levites Returning 
40 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua 
and Kadmiel, of the sons of ‘Ho- 
daviah, 74. In Ez 3:9, Judah; in Ne 7:43, Hodevah 
ne The singers: the sons of Asaph, 


42 The. sons of the gatekeepers: 
the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, 
the sons of Talmon, the sons of Ak- 
kub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of 
Shobai, in all 139. 

43 The ®temple servants: the sons 
of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons 
of Tabbaoth, 1 Ch 9:2 

44 the sons of Keros, the sons of 
TSiaha, the sons of Padon, _ InNe 7:47, Sia 

45 the sons of Lebanah, the sons 
of Hagabah, the sons of Akkub, 

46 the sons of Hagab, the sons of 
Shalmai, the sons of Hanan, 

47 the sons of Giddel, the sons of 
Gahar, the sons of Reaiah, 

48 the sons of Rezin, the sons of 
Nekoda, the sons of Gazzam, 

49 the sons of Uzza, the sons of 
Paseah, the sons of Besai, 

50 the sons of Asnah, the sons of 
Meunim, the sons of Nephisim, 

51. the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of 
Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 

52 the sons of Bazluth, the sons of 
Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 

53. the sons of Barkos, the sons of 
Sisera, the sons of Temah, 

54 the sons of Neziah, the sons of 
Hatipha. 

55 The sons of Solomon’s ser- 
vants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of 
Hassophereth, the sons of Peruda, 

56 the sons of Jaalah, the sons of 
Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 
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57 the sons of Shephatiah, the 
sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth- 
hazzebaim, the sons of Ami. 

58 All the 8temple servants and 
the sons of Solomon’s servants were 
392. 1Ch9:2¢ 1 Ki9:21 

- 59 Now these are those who came 
up from Tel-melah,  Tel-harsha, 
Cherub, ‘Addan and Immer, but they 
were not able to ‘give evidence of 
their fathers’ households and their 
Tdescendants, whether they were of 
Israel: In Ne 7:61, Addon e Lit tell ¢ Lit seed 

60. the sons of Delaiah, the sons of 
Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, 652. 


Priests Removed 

61 Of the sons of the priests: the 
sons of 'Habaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, 
the sons of ®Barzillai; who took a wife 
from the daughters of Barzillai the 
Gileadite, and he was called by their 
name. In Ne 7:63, Hobaiah ¢ 2 Sa 17:27; 1 Ki 2:7 

62 These searched among their 
ancestral registration, but they could 
not be located; ®therefore they were 
considered unclean and excluded 
from the priesthood. Nu 16:39, 40 

63 The governor said to them 
Rthat they should not eat from the 
most holy things until a priest stood 
up with Urim and Thummim. Le2:3, 10 

64 The whole assembly 'um- 
bered 42,360, Lit together was 

65 besides their male and female 
servants 'who numbered 7,337; and 
they had 200 singing men and 
women. Lit they were * 2 Ch 35:25 

66 Their horses were 736; their 
mules, 245; 

67 their camels, 435; their don- 
keys, 6,720. 

68 Some of the heads of fathers’ 
households, when they arrived at the 
house of the Lorp which is in 
Jerusalem, offered willingly for the 
house of God to 'restore it on its foun- 
dation. Lit establish 

69 According to their ability they 
gave to the treasury for the work 
61,000 gold drachmas and 5,000 silver 
minas and 100 priestly garments. 

70 8Now the priests and the 
Levites, some of the people, the 
singers, the gatekeepers and the tem- 
ple servants lived in their cities, and 
all Israel in their cities. 1. cn 9:2; Ne 11:3 


EZRA 3:9 


Altar and Sacrifices Restored 
Now when the seventh month 
eJcame, and the sons of Israel were 
in the cities, the people gathered to- 
gether as one man to Jerusalem. 

2 Then 8Jeshua the son _ of 
Jozadak and his brothers the priests, 
and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel 
and his brothers arose and built the 
altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt 
offerings on it, as it is written in the 
law of Moses, the man of God. Ne 12:1,8 

3 So they set up the altar on its 
foundation, for ®they were terrified 
because of the peoples of the lands; 
and they ®offered burnt offerings on it 
to the Lorp, burnt offerings morning 
and evening. Ez 4:4 ¢ Nu 28:2 

4 They celebrated the ®Feast of 
FBooths, as it is written, and offered 
the fixed number of burnt offerings 
daily, according to the ordinance, as 
each day required; Ne 8:14; Ze 14:16 

5 and afterward there was a con- 
tinual burnt offering, also for the new 
moons and for all the fixed festivals of 
the Lorp that were consecrated, and 
from everyone who offered a freewill 
offering to the Lorp. 

6 From the first day of the sev- 
enth month they began to offer burnt 
offerings to the Lorpb, but the founda- 
tion of the temple of the Lorp had not 
been laid. 

7 Then they gave money to the 
masons and carpenters, and food, 
drink and oil to the Sidonians and to 
the Tyrians, to bring cedar wood from 
Lebanon to the sea at Joppa, accord- 
ing to the permission they had from 
RCyrus king of Persia. Ez 1:2; 6:3 


Temple Restoration Begun 

8 Now in the second year of their 
coming to the house of God at Jeru- 
salem in the second month, ®Zerubba- 
bel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the 
son of Jozadak and the rest of their 
brothers the priests and the Levites, 
and all who came from the captivity to 
Jerusalem, began the work and ap- 
pointed the Levites from twenty years 
and older to oversee the work of the 
house of the Lorp. Ez 3:2; 4:3 

9 Then ®Jeshua with his sons 
and brothers stood united with Kad- 


3:4 Or Tabernacles 


EZRA 3:10 


miel and his sons, the sons of 'Judah 
and the sons of Henadad with their 
sons and brothers the Levites, to over- 
see the workmen in the temple of 
God. Ez 2:40 ¢ In Ez 2:40, Hodaviah 
10 Now when the builders had 
Rlaid the foundation of the temple of 
the Lorp, the priests stood in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cym- 
bals, to praise the Lorp Raccording to 
the ‘directions of King David of Is- 
rael. Ze 4:6-10 ¢ 1 Ch 6:31; 25:1 ¢ Lit hands 
11 They sang, praising and giv- 
ing thanks to the Lorp, saying, “For 
He is good, for His lovingkindness is 
upon Israel forever.” And all the peo- 
ple shouted with a great shout when 
they praised the Lorp because the 
foundation of the house of the Lorp 
was laid. 2 Ch 7:3; Ne 12:24, 40 
12 Yet many of the priests and 
Levites and heads of fathers’ house- 
holds, the old men who had seen the 
first ‘temple, wept with a loud voice 
when the foundation of this house 
was laid before their eyes, while many 
shouted aloud for joy, Hag 2:3 « Lit house 
13 so that the people could not 
distinguish the sound of the shout of 
joy from the sound of the weeping of 
the people, for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the sound was 
heard far away. 


Adversaries Hinder the Work 
Now when the enemies of Judah 
and Benjamin heard that ®the peo- 

ple of the exile were building a temple 

to the Lorp God of Israel, kz 4:7-10 ° Ez 1:11 

2 they approached Zerubbabel 
and the heads of fathers’ households, 
and said to them, “Let us build with 
you, for we, like you, seek your God; 
and we have been sacrificing to Him 
since the days of Esarhaddon king of 
Assyria, who brought us up here.” 

3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua 
and the rest of the heads of fathers’ 
households of Israel said to them, 
“RYou have nothing in common with 
us in building a house to our God; but 
we ourselves will together build to the 
Lorp God of Israel, 8as King Cyrus, 
the king of Persia has commanded 
us.” Ne 2:20 * Ez 1:1,2 

4 Then ®the people of the land 
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discouraged the people of Judah, and 
frightened them from building, £23: 

5 and hired counselors against 
them to frustrate their counsel all the 
days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until 
the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

6 Now in the reign of FAha- 
suerus, in the beginning of his reign, 
they wrote an accusation against the 
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. 

7 And in the days of Artaxerxes, 
Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the 
rest of his colleagues wrote to Artax- 
erxes king of Persia; and the text of the 
letter was written in Aramaic and 
translated from Aramaic. 2 ki 18:26; Da 2:4 


The Letter to King Artaxerxes 

8 TRehum the commander and 
Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter 
against Jerusalem to King Artax- 
erxes, as follows— Ch 4:8-6:18 is in Aram 

9 then wrote Rehum the com- 
mander and Shimshai the scribe and 
Rthe rest of their colleagues, the 
judges and the lesser governors, the 
officials, the secretaries, the men of 
Erech, the Babylonians, the men of 
Susa, that is, the Elamites, 2 Ki 17:24 

10 and the rest of the nations 
which the great and honorable Os- 
nappar deported and settled in the 
city of Samaria, and in the rest of the 
region beyond the FRiver. Now 

11 this is the copy of the letter 
which they sent to him: 

“To King Artaxerxes: Your ser- 
vants, the men in the region beyond 
the River, and now 

12 let it be known to the king that 
the Jews who came up from you have 
come to us at Jerusalem; they are re- 
building ®the rebellious and evil city 
and Kare finishing the walls and re- 
pairing the foundations. 2 ch 36:13 © Ez 5:3,9 

_ 13 “Now let it be known to the 
king, that if that city is rebuilt and the 
walls are finished, ®they will not pay 
tribute, custom or toll, and it will dam- 
age the revenue of the kings. £z 4:20: 7:24 

4 “Now because we ‘are in the 
service of the palace, and it is not fit- 
ting for us to see the king’s dishonor, 
therefore we have sent and informed 
the king, Lit eat the salt 


4:6 Or Xerxes; Heb Ahash-verosh 4:10 Le. 
Euphrates River, and so throughout the ch 


| 


| 
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_ 15 so that a search may be made 
in the record books of your fathers. 
And you will discover in the record 
books and learn that that city is a re- 
bellious city and damaging to kings 
and provinces, and that they have in- 
cited revolt within it in past days; 
therefore that city was laid waste. 

_ 16 “We inform the king that if that 
city is rebuilt and the walls finished, 
as a result you will have no posses- 
a in the province beyond the 

iver.” } 


The King Replies and Work Stops 

17. Then the king sent an answer 
to Rehum the commander, to Shim- 
shai the scribe, and to the rest of their 
colleagues who live in Samaria and in 
the rest of the provinces beyond the 
River: “Peace. And now 

18 the document which you sent 
to us has been ®translated and read 
before me. Ne 8:8 

19 “A decree has been Tissued by 
me, and a search has been made and 
it has been discovered that that city 
has risen up against the kings in past 
days, that rebellion and revolt have 
been perpetrated in it, Lit put forth 

20 8that mighty kings have 'ruled 
over Jerusalem, governing all the 
provinces ®beyond the River, and that 
tribute, custom and toll were paid to 
them. 1 Ki 4:21; 1-Ch 18:3 © Lit been « Ge 15:18; Jos 1:4 

21 “So, now issue a decree to 
make these men stop work, that this 
city may not be rebuilt until a decree 
is issued by me. 

22 “Beware of being negligent in 
carrying out this matter; why should 
damage increase to the detriment of 
the kings?” 

23 Then as soon as the copy of 
King Artaxerxes’ document was read 
before Rehum and Shimshai the 
scribe and their colleagues, they went 
in haste to Jerusalem to the Jews and 
stopped them by force of arms. 

24 Then work on the house of God 
in Jerusalem ceased, and it was 
stopped until the second year of the 
reign of Darius king of Persia. 


Temple Work Resumed 

Bec the prophets, "Haggai the 
prophet and ®Zechariah the son of 

Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who 


EZRA 5:11 


were in Judah and Jerusalem in the 
name of the God of Israel, who was 
over them, Hag 1:1 ¢ Ze 1:1 

2 then Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak arose and began to rebuild 
the house of God which’ is in 
Jerusalem; and the prophets of God 
were with them supporting them. 

3 At that time ®Tattenai, the gov- 
ernor of the province beyond the 
River, and Shethar-bozenai and their 
colleagues came to them and spoke to 
them thus, “®Who issued you a decree 
to rebuild this ‘temple and to finish 
this structure?” Ez 6:6, 13 Ez 1:3; 5:9 

4 ®Then we told them accord- 
ingly what the names of the men were 
who were reconstructing this build- 
ing. Ez 5:10 

5 But the eye of their God was on 
the elders of the Jews, and they did 
not stop them until a report could 
come to Darius, and then a written 
reply be returned concerning it. 


Adversaries Write to Darius 

6 This is the copy of the letter 
which ®Tattenai, the governor of the 
province beyond the River, and 
Shethar-bozenai and his colleagues 
the officials, who were beyond the 
River, sent to Darius the king. = £z53 

7 They sent a report to him in 
which it was written thus: “To Darius 
the king, all peace. 

8 “Let it be Known to the king 
that we have gone to the province of 
Judah, to the house of the great God, 
which is being built with huge stones, 
and "beams are being laid in the 
walls; and this work is going on with 
great care and is succeeding in their 
hands. Lit timber is 

9 “Then we asked those elders 
and said to them thus, ‘Who issued 
you a decree to rebuild this temple 
and to finish this structure?’ 

10 “We also asked them their 
names so as to inform you, and that 
we might write down the names of the 
men who were at their head. 

11 “Thus they ‘answered us, say- 
ing, ‘We are the servants of the God of 
heaven and earth and are rebuilding 
the temple that was built many years 


5:3 Lit house, and so in vv 9, 11, 12 


EZRA 5:12 


ago, kwhich a great king of Israel built 
and finished. Lit returned us the word © 1 Ki 6:1, 38 

12 ‘But because our fathers had 
provoked the God of heaven to 
wrath, He gave them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
the Chaldean, who destroyed this 
temple and deported the people to 
Babylon. 

13 ‘However, 8in the first year of 
Cyrus king of Babylon, King Cyrus 
Rissued a decree to rebuild this house 
of God. Ez 1:1 Ez 1:1-4 

14 ‘Also the gold and silver uten- 
sils of the house of God which Neb- 
uchadnezzar had taken from the 
temple in Jerusalem, and brought 
them to the temple of Babylon, these 
King Cyrus took from the temple of 
Babylon and they were given to one 
whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom 
he had appointed governor. 

15 ‘He said to him, “Take these 
utensils, go and deposit them in the 
temple in Jerusalem and let the house 
of God be rebuilt in its place.” 

16 ‘Then that Sheshbazzar came 
and laid the foundations of the house 
of God in Jerusalem; and from then 
until now it has been under construc- 
tion and it is not yet completed,’ 

17 “Now if it pleases the king, Rlet 
a search be conducted in the king’s 
treasure house, which is there in 
Babylon, if it be that a decree was is- 
sued by King Cyrus to rebuild this 
house of God at Jerusalem; and let the 
king send to us his decision concern- 
ing this matter.” Ez 6:1,2 


Darius Finds Cyrus’s Decree 
Then King Darius issued a decree, 
and ®search was made in the 

Farchives, where the treasures were 

stored in Babylon. Ez 5:17 

2 In FEcbatana in the fortress, 

which is in the province of Media, a 

scroll was found and there was writ- 

ten in it as follows: “Memorandum— 
3 “8In the first year of King 

Cyrus, Cyrus the king issued a decree: 

‘Concerning the house of God at 

Jerusalem, let the ‘temple, the place 

where sacrifices are offered, be re- 

built and let its foundations be re- 
tained, its height being 60 cubits and 
its width 60 cubits; Ez 1:1; 5:13 © Lit house 
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4 Rwith three layers of huge 
stones and Tone layer of timbers. And 
let the cost be paid from the royal 
treasury. 1 Ki 6:36 * So Gr; Aram a layer of new timber 

5 ‘Also let 8the gold_and silver 
utensils of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took from the tem- 
ple in Jerusalem and brought to Baby- 
lon, be returned and ‘brought to their 
places in the temple in Jerusalem; and 
you shall put them in the house of 

ig : Ez 1:7; 5:14 « Lit go 

6 “Now therefore, ®Tattenai, gov- 
ernor of the province beyond the 
River, Shethar-bozenai and ‘your col- 
leagues, the officials of the provinces 
beyond the River, keep away from 
there. Ez 5:3; 6:13 ¢ Aram their 

7 “Leave this work on the house 
of God alone; let the governor of 
the Jews and the elders of the 
Jews rebuild this house of God on its 
site. 
8 “Moreover, ®I issue a decree 
concerning what you are to do for 
these elders of Judah in the rebuilding 
of this house of God: the full cost is to 
be paid to these people from the royal 
treasury out of the taxes of the 
provinces beyond the River, and that 
without delay. Ez 6:4; 7:14-22 

9 “Whatever is needed, both 
young bulls, rams, and lambs for a 
burnt offering to the God of heaven, 
and wheat, salt, wine and anointing 
oil, as the priests in Jerusalem re- 
quest, it is to be given to them daily 
without fail, 

10 that they may offer facceptable 
sacrifices to the God of heaven and 
Rpray for the life of the king and his 
sons. Ez 7:23; Je 29:7; 1:Ti 2:1, 2 

11 “And I issued a decree that 
Rany man who violates this edict, a 
timber shall be drawn from his house 
and he shall be impaled on it and ®his 
house shall be made a refuse heap on 
account of this. Ez 7:26 © Da 2:5; 3:29 

_12 “May the God who ®has caused 
His name to dwell there overthrow 
any king or people who attempts to 
change it, so as to destroy this house 
of God in Jerusalem. I, Darius, have 
issued this decree, let it be carried out 
with all diligence!” De 12:5, 11; 1 Ki 9:3 


6:1 Lit house of the books 6:2 Aram Achmetha 
6:10 Lit pleasing; or sweet-smelling sacrifices 
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The Temple Completed and 
Dedicated 

13. Then Tattenai, the governor of 
the province beyond the River, 
Shethar-bozenai and their colleagues 
carried out the decree with all dili- 
gence, just as King Darius had sent. 

14 And the elders of the Jews 
were successful in building through 
the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo. And they finished building ac- 
cording to the command of the God of 
Israel and the decree of Cyrus, Dar- 
ius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 

15 This ‘temple was completed 
Ton the third day of the month Adar; 
it was the sixth year of the reign of 
King Darius. Lit house ¢ Lit until Es 3:7 

16 And the sons of Israel, the 
priests, the Levites and the rest of the 
exiles, celebrated the dedication of 
this house of God with joy. 

17 They offered for the dedication 
of this temple of God 100 bulls, 200 
rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering 
for all Israel 812 male goats, corre- 
sponding to the number of the tribes 
of Israel. Ez 8:35 

18 Then they appointed the 
priests to their divisions and the 
Levites in their orders for the service 
of God in Jerusalem, as it is written 


in the book of Moses. Nu 3:6; 8:9 
The Passover Observed 
19 ®The exiles observed the 


Passover on &the fourteenth of the 
first month. Ez 1:11 © Ex 12:6 

20 For the priests and the Levites 
had purified themselves together; all 
of them were pure. Then they slaugh- 
tered the Passover lamb for all the ex- 
iles, both for their brothers the priests 
and for themselves. 2. Ch 29:34; 30:15 

21 The sons of Israel who re- 
turned from exile and all those who 
had separated themselves from ®the 
impurity of the nations of the land to 
join them, to seek the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, ate the Passover. Ne 9:2; 10:28 ¢ Ez 9:11 

22 And &8they observed the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread seven days with 
joy, for the Lorp had caused them to 
rejoice, and had turned the heart of 
the king of Assyria toward them to en- 
courage them in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel. Ex 12:15 


EZRA 7:14 


pat Journeys from Babylon to 
Jerusalem 
Fo ow after these things, in the feign 
of Artaxerxes king of Persia, there 
went up Ezra son of Seraiah, son of 
Azariah, son of Hilkiah, 

2 son of Shallum, son of Zadok, 
son of Ahitub, 

3 son of Amariah, son of Aza- 
riah, son of Meraioth, 

4 son of Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, 
son of Bukki, 

5 son of Abishua, son of Phine- 
has, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the 
chief priest. 

6 This Ezra went up from Baby- 
lon, and he was a &scribe skilled in the 
law of Moses, which the Lorp God of 
Israel had given; and the king granted 
him all The requested because the 
hand of the Lorp his God was upon 
him.  £z7:11, 12,21 « Lit his request ¢ Ez 7:9, 28: 8:22 

7 Some of the sons of Israel and 
some of the priests, the Levites, the 
singers, the gatekeepers and the tem- 
ple servants went up to Jerusalem in 
the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 

8 He came to Jerusalem in the 
fifth month, which was in the seventh 
year of the king. 

9 For on the first of the first 
month he began to go up from Baby- 
lon; and on the first of the fifth month 
he came to Jerusalem, because the 
good hand of his God was upon him. 

10 For Ezra had set his heart to 
Tstudy the law of the Lorp and to 
practice it, and to teach His statutes 
and ordinances in Israel. Lit seek 


King’s Decree on Behalf of Ezra 
11 Now this is the copy of the de- 
cree which King Artaxerxes gave to 
Ezra the priest, the scribe, learned in 
the words of the commandments of 
the Lorp and His statutes to Israel: 
12 “‘Artaxerxes, ®king of kings, to 
Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of 
the God of heaven, perfect peace. And 
now Ch 7:12-26 is in Aram ¢ Eze 26:7; Da 2:37 
13 ®J have issued a decree that any 
of the people of Israel and their 
priests and the Levites in my kingdom 
who are willing to go to Jerusalem, 
may go with you. Ez 6:1 
14 “Forasmuch as you are sent by 
the king and his seven counselors to 
inquire concerning Judah and Jeru- 


EZRA 7:15 


salem according to the law of your 
God which is in your hand, 

15 and to bring the silver and 
gold, which the king and his coun- 
selors have freely offered to the God 
of Israel, ®whose dwelling is in 
Jerusalem, 2 Ch 6:2; Ez 6:12; Ps 135:21 

16 with Rall the silver and gold 
which you find in the whole province 
of Babylon, along with the freewill 
offering of the people and of the 
priests, who offered willingly for the 
house of their God which is in 
Jerusalem; Ez 8:25 ¢ Ez 1:4,6 © 1 Ch 29:6 

17 with this money, therefore, you 
shall diligently buy bulls, rams and 
lambs, with their grain offerings and 
their drink offerings and ®offer them 
on the altar of the house of your God 
which is in Jerusalem. Nu 15:4-13 ¢ De 12:5-11 

18 “Whatever seems good to you 
and to your brothers to do with the 
rest of the silver and gold, you may do 
according to the will of your God. 

19 “Also the utensils which are 
given to you for the service of the 
house of your God, deliver in full be- 
fore the God of Jerusalem. 

20 “The rest of the needs for the 
house of your God, for which you may 
have occasion to provide, ®provide for 
it from the royal treasury. Ez 6:4 

21 “I, even I, King Artaxerxes, 
issue a decree to all the treasurers 
who are in the provinces beyond the 
River, that whatever Ezra the priest, 
Rthe scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven, may require of you, it shall be 
done diligently, Ez 7:6 

22 evenup to 100 talents of silver, 
100 kors of wheat, 100 baths of wine, 
100 baths of oil, and salt as needed. 

23 “Whatever is commanded by 
the God of heaven, let it be done with 
zeal for the house of the God of 
heaven, ®so that there will not be 
wrath against the kingdom of the 
king and his sons. Ez 6:10 

24 “We also inform you that Rit is 
not allowed to impose tax, tribute or 
toll on any of the priests, Levites, 
singers, doorkeepers, Nethinim or 
servants of this house of God. &z 4:13, 20 

_25 “You, Ezra, according to the 
wisdom of your God which is in your 
hand, Rappoint magistrates and 
judges that they may judge all the 
people who are in the province be- 
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yond the River, even all those who 
know the laws of your God; and you 
may ®teach anyone who is ignorant of 
them. — Ex 18:21; De 16:18 Ez 7:10; Mal 2:7; Col 1:28 

26 “Whoever will not observe the 
law of your God and the law of the 
king, let judgment be executed upon 
him strictly, whether for death or for 
banishment or for confiscation of 
goods or for imprisonment.” £z6:11, 12 


The King’s Kindness 

27 Blessed be the Lorn, the God of 
our fathers, }who has put such a thing 
as this in the king’s heart, to adorn the 
house of the Lorp which is in 
Jerusalem, Ez 6:22 

28 and ®has extended lovingkind- 
ness to me before the king and his 
counselors and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. Thus I was strength- 
ened according to ®the hand of the 
Lorp my God upon me, and I gath- 
ered ‘leading men from Israel to go 
up with me. Ez 9:9 © Ez 5:5 « Lit heads 


People Who Went with Ezra 
Now these are the heads of their 
fathers’ households and the ge- 
nealogical enrollment of those who 
went up with me from Babylon in the 
reign of King Artaxerxes: 

2 of the sons of Phinehas, Ger- 
shom; of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; 
of the sons of David, Hattush; 1 cn3:22 

3 of the sons of Shecaniah who 
was of the sons of Parosh, Zechariah 
and with him 150 males who were in 
the genealogical list; Ez 2:3 

4 of the sons of Pahath-moab, 
Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah and 
200 males with him; 

5 of the sons of Zattu, Shecaniah, 
the son of Jahaziel and 300 males 
with him; 

6 and of the sons of Adin, Ebed 
the son of Jonathan and 50 males 
with him; Ez 2:15; Ne 7:20; 10:16 
__ 7 and of the sons of Elam, Jesha- 
iah the son of Athaliah and 70 males 
with him; 

8 and of the sons of Shephatiah, 
Zebadiah the son of Michael and 80 
males with him; 

9 of the sons of Joab, Obadiah 
ae son of Jehiel and 218 males with 

im; 
10 and of the sons of Bani, She- 
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lomith, the son of Josiphiah and 160 
males with him; 

11 and of the sons of Bebai, 
Zechariah the son of Bebai and 28 
males with him; 

12 and of the sons of Azgad, Jo- 
hanan the son of Hakkatan and 110 
males with him; 

13 and of the sons of Adonikam, 
the last ones, these being their names, 
Eliphelet, Jeuel and Shemaiah, and 60 
males with them; 

14 and of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai 
and 'Zabbud, and 70 males with 
Tthem. Or Zakkur ¢ Or him 


Ezra Sends for Levites 

15 Now I assembled them at ®the 
river that runs to Ahava, where we 
camped for three days; and when I ob- 
served the people and the priests, I did 
not find any Levites there. Ez 8:21, 31 

16 Solsent for Eliezer, Ariel, She- 
maiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, 
Nathan, Zechariah and Meshullam, 
Tleading men, and for Joiarib and E1- 
nathan, teachers. Lit heads 

17 I sent them to Iddo the leading 
man at the place Casiphia; and I told 
them what to say to Iddo and his 
brothers, the temple servants at the 
place Casiphia, that is, to bring min- 
isters to us for the house of our God. 

18 According to the good hand of 
our God upon us they brought us a 
Rman of insight of the sons of Mahli, 
the son of Levi, the son of Israel, 
namely Sherebiah, and his sons and 
brothers, 18 men; Ez 7:6, 28 © 2 Ch 30:22 

19 and Hashabiah and Jeshaiah of 
the sons of Merari, with his brothers 
and their sons, 20 men; 

20 and 220 of the temple ser- 
vants, whom David and the princes 
had given for the service of the 
Levites, all of them designated by 
name. Ez 2:43; 7:7 


Protection of God Invoked 

21 Then I proclaimed 8a fast there 
at 8the river of Ahava, that we might 
humble ourselves before our God to 
seek from Him a safe journey for us, 
our little ones, and all our posses- 
sions. 1 Sa 7:6; 2 Ch 20:3 © Ez 8:15, 31 

22 For I was ashamed to request 
from the king troops and horsemen to 
protect us from the enemy on the way, 


EZRA 8:33 


because we had said to the king, “The 
hand of our God is favorably disposed 
to all those who seek Him, but His 
power and His anger are against all 
those who forsake Him.” 

23 So we fasted and sought our 
God concerning this matter, and He 
listened to our entreaty. 

24 Then I set apart twelve of the 
leading priests, Sherebiah, Hasha- 
biah, and with them ten of their broth- 
ers; Ez 8:18, 19 

25 and I weighed out to them &the 
Silver, the gold and the utensils, the of- 
fering for the house of our God which 
the king and his counselors and his 
princes and all Israel present there 
had offered. Ez 8:33 ¢ Ez 7:15, 16 ¢ Ez 7:14 

26 ®Thus I weighed into their 
hands 650 talents of silver, and silver 
utensils worth 100 talents, and 100 
gold talents, Ez 1:9-11 

27 and 20 gold bowls worth 1,000 
darics, and two utensils of fine shiny 
bronze, precious as gold. 

28 Then I said to them, “®You are 
holy to the Lorn, and the utensils are 
holy; and the silver and the gold area 
freewill offering to the Lorp God of 
your fathers. Le 21:6-8 ¢ Le 22:2, 3 

29 “Watch and keep them ®until 
you weigh them before the leading 
priests, the Levites and the heads of 
the fathers’ households of Israel at 
Jerusalem, in the chambers of the 
house of the Lorp.” Ez 8:33, 34 

30 So the priests and the Levites 
accepted the weighed out silver and 
gold and the utensils, to bring them 
to Jerusalem to the house of our God. 

31 Then we journeyed from the 
river Ahava on the twelfth of the first 
month to go to Jerusalem; and the 
hand of our God was over us, and He 
delivered us from the hand of the 
enemy and the ambushes by the way. 

32 ®Thus we came to Jerusalem 
and remained there three days. Ne2:11 


Treasure Placed .in the Temple 

33 On the fourth day the silver 
and the gold and the utensils were 
weighed out in the house of our God 
into the hand of "Meremoth the son 
of Uriah the priest, and with him was 
Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and with 
them were the Levites, Jozabad the 
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son of Jeshua and Noadiah the son of 
Binnui. Ez 8:30 © Ne 3:4, 21 

34 Everything was numbered and 
weighed, and all the weight was 
recorded at that time. 

35 ®The exiles who had come 
from the captivity offered burnt offer- 
ings to the God of Israel: 812 bulls for 
all Israel, 96 rams, 77 lambs, 12 male 
goats for a sin offering, all as a burnt 
offering to the Lorp. Ez 2:1 ¢ Ez 6:17 

36 Then 8they delivered the king’s 
edicts to the king’s satraps and to the 
governors in the provinces beyond 
the River, and they supported the peo- 
ple and the house of God. Ez 7:21-24 


Mixed Marriages 

Now when these things had been 

completed, the princes approached 
me, saying, “The people of Israel and 
the priests and the Levites have not 
separated themselves from the peo- 
ples of the lands, according to their 
abominations, those of the Canaan- 
ites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Je- 
busites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
the Egyptians and the Amorites. 

2 “For 8they have taken some of 
their daughters as wives for them- 
selves and for their sons, so that the 
holy race has intermingled with the 
peoples of the lands; indeed, the hands 
of the princes and the rulers have 
been foremost in this unfaithful- 
NESS.” De 7:3; Ez 10:2, 18 * Ex 22:31; De 14:2; 2 Co 6:14 

3 When I heard about this mat- 
ter, I tore my garment and my robe, 
and pulled some of the hair from my 
head and my beard, and ®sat down 
appalled. 2 Ki 18:37 © Ne 1:4 

4 Then everyone who trembled 
at the words of the God of Israel on 
account of the unfaithfulness of the 
exiles gathered to me, and I sat ap- 
palled until the evening offering. 


Prayer of Confession 

5 But at the evening offering I 
arose from my humiliation, even with 
my garment and my robe torn, and | 
fell on my knees and stretched out my 
hands to the Lorp my God; 

6 and I said, “O my God, I am 
ashamed and embarrassed to lift up 
my face to You, my God, for our iniq- 
uities have risen above our heads and 
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our ®guilt has grown even to the 
heavens. 2. Ch 28:9; Ez 9:13, 15; Re 18:5 

7 “8Since the days of our fathers 
to this day we have been in great guilt, 
and on account of our iniquities we, 
our kings and our priests have been 
given into the hand of the kings of the 
lands, to the sword, to captivity and to 
plunder and to Ropen shame, as it Is 
this day. 2 Ch 29:6; Ps 106:6 ° Da 9:7 

8 “But now for a brief moment 
grace has been shown from the LorpD 
our God, ®to leave us an escaped rem- 
nant and to give us a ®peg in His holy 
place, that our God may enlighten 
our eyes and grant us a little reviving 
in our bondage. — £z9:13-15 « Is 22:23 e Ps 13:3 

9 “RFor we are slaves; yet in our 
bondage our God has not forsaken us, 
but ®has extended lovingkindness to 
us in the sight of the kings of Persia, 
to give us reviving to raise up the 
house of our God, to restore its ruins 
and to give us a wall in Judah and 
Jerusalem. Ne 9:36 © Ez 7:28 

10 “Now, our God, what shall we 
say after this? For we have forsaken 
Your commandments, 

11 which You have commanded by 
Your servants the prophets, saying, 
‘The land which you are entering to 
possess is an unclean land with the 
uncleanness of the peoples of the 
lands, with their abominations which 
have filled it from end to end and 
Rwith their impurity. Ez 6:21 

12 ‘So now do not ®give your 
daughters to their sons nor take their 
daughters to your sons, and 8never 
seek their peace or their prosperity, 
that you may be strong and eat the 
good things of the land and &leave it 
as an inheritance to your sons for- 
ever, Ex 34:15, 16; De 7:3; Ez 9:2 * De 23:6 ¢ Pr 13:22 

13 “After all that has come upon 
us for our evil deeds and Rour great 
guilt, since You our God have requited 
us less than our iniquities deserve, 
and have given us 8an escaped rem- 
nant as this, Ez 9:6, 7 © Ez 9:8 

14 shall we again break Your com- 
mandments and intermarry with the 
peoples 'who commit these abomina- 
tions? ®Would You not be angry with 
us to the point of destruction, until 
there is no remnant nor any who es- 
cape? Ez 9:2 ¢ Lit of these abominations ¢ De 9:8, 14 

15 “O Lorp God of Israel, ®You are 
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righteous, for we have been left an es- 
caped remnant, as it is this day; be- 
hold, we are before You in 8our guilt, 
for no one can stand before You be- 
cause of this.” Ne 9:33; Da 9:7 « Ez 9:6 


Reconciliation with God 

Now 8while Ezra was praying 
and making confession, weep- 
ing and prostrating himself ®before 
the house of God, a very large assem- 
bly, men, women and children, gath- 
ered to him from Israel; for the people 
wept bitterly. Da 9:4, 20 © 2 Ch 20:9 

2 Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, 
one of the sons of Elam, said to Ezra, 
“We have been unfaithful to our God 
and have married foreign women 
from the peoples of the land; yet now 
there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 

3 “So now let us make a 
covenant with our God to put away all 
the wives and their children, accord- 
ing to the counsel of 'my lord and of 
those who tremble at the command- 
ment of our God; and let it be done ac- 
cording to the law. 2 Ch 34:31 

4 “Arise! For this matter is your 
responsibility, but we will be with 
you; ®be courageous and act.” 1ch28:10 

5 Then Ezra rose and ®made the 
leading priests, the Levites and all Is- 
rael, take oath that they would do ac- 
cording to this ‘proposal; so they took 
the oath. Ne 5:12; 13:25 « Lit word, thing 

6 Then Ezra 8rose from before 
the house of God and went into the 
chamber of Jehohanan the son of 
Eliashib. Although he went there, ®he 
did not eat bread nor drink water, for 
he was mourning over the unfaithful- 
ness of the exiles. Ez 10:1 © De 9:18 

7 They made a proclamation 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to 
all the exiles, that they should assem- 
ble at Jerusalem, 

8 and that whoever would not 
come within three days, according to 
the counsel of the leaders and the eld- 
ers, all his possessions should be for- 
feited and he himself excluded from 
the assembly of the exiles. 

9 So all the men of Judah and 
Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem 
within the three days. It was the ninth 
month on the twentieth of the month, 
and all the people sat in the open 
square before the house of God, 
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Rtrembling because of this matter and 
the heavy rain. 1 Sa 12:18; Ez 9:4; 10:3 
10 Then Ezra the priest stood up 
and said to them, “You have been un- 
faithful and have married foreign 
wives adding to the guilt of Israel. 

_ 11 “Now therefore, make confes- 
sion to the Lorp God of your fathers 
and do His will; and separate your- 
selves from the peoples of the land 
and from the foreign wives.” Ez 10:3 

12 Then all the assembly replied 
with a loud voice, “That’s right! As 
you have said, so it is our duty to do. 

13 “But there are many people; it 
is the rainy season and we are not 
able to stand in the open. Nor can the 
task be done in one or two days, for 
we have transgressed greatly in this 
matter. 

14 “Let our leaders Trepresent the 
whole assembly and let all those in 
our cities who have married foreign 
wives come at appointed times, to- 
gether with the elders and judges of 
each city, until the fierce anger of our 
God on account of this matter is 
turned away from us.” Lit stand for 

15 Only Jonathan the son of Asa- 
hel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah 
Topposed this, with Meshullam and 
Shabbethai the Levite supporting 
them. Lit stood against 

16 But the exiles did so. And Ezra 
the priest selected men who were 
heads of fathers’ households for each 
of their father’s households, all of 
them by name. So they ‘convened on 
the first day of the tenth month to in- 
vestigate the matter. Lit sat 

17 They finished investigating all 
the men who had married foreign 
wives by the first day of the first 
month. 


List of Offenders 

18 Among the sons of the priests 
who had married foreign wives were 
found of the sons of Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and his brothers: Maaseiah, 
Eliezer, Jarib and Gedaliah. 

19 They "pledged to put away 
their wives, and being guilty, ®they of- 
fered a ram of the flock for their of- 
fense. Lit gave their hand ¢ Le 5:15; 6:6 


10:3 Or the Lord 
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20 Of the sons of Immer there 
were Hanani and Zebadiah; 

21 and of the sons of Harim: Maa- 
seiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel and 
Uzziah; 

22 and of the sons of Pashhur: 
Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Ne- 
thanel, Jozabad and Elasah. 

23 Of Levites there were Jozabad, 
Shimei, Kelaiah (that is, Kelita), 
Pethahiah, Judah and Eliezer. 

24 Of the singers there was 
Eliashib; and of the gatekeepers: 
Shallum, Telem and Uri. 

25 Of Israel, of the sons of 8Parosh 
there were Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, 
Mijamin, Eleazar, Malchijah and Be- 
naiah; Ez 2:3; 8:3; Ne 7:8 

26 and of the sons of Elam: Matta- 
niah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jere- 
moth and Elijah; 

27 and of the sons of ®Zattu: Elioe- 
nai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, 
Zabad and Aziza; Ez 2:8; Ne 7:13 

28 and of the sons of Bebai: Jeho- 
hanan, Hananiah, Zabbai and Athlai; 

29 and of the sons of Bani: 
Meshullam, Malluch and Adaiah, 
Jashub, Sheal and Jeremoth; 
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30 and of the sons of Pahath- 
moab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maa- 
seiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui and 
Manasseh; 

31 and of the sons of Harim: 
Eliezer, Isshijah, }Malchijah, Shema- 
iah, Shimeon, Ne 3:11 

32 Benjamin, Malluch and She- 
mariah; 

33 of the sons of Hashum: Matte- 
nai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jere- 
mai, Manasseh and Shimei; 

34 of the sons of Bani: Maadai, 
Amram, Uel, 

35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 

36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 

37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu, 

38 Bani, Binnui, Shimei, 

39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah, 

40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 

nn Azarel, Shelemiah, Shema- 
riah, 

42 Shallum, Amariah and Joseph. 

43 Of the sons of 8Nebo there 
were Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, 
Jaddai, Joel and Benaiah. Nu 32:38; Ez 2:29 

44 All these had married ®foreign 
wives, and some of them had wives by 
whom they had children. 1 Ki 11-1-3; Ez 10:3 


NEHEMIAH 


Author: It is apparent that much of this 
book came from. Nehemiah’s 
personal memoirs. The ac- 
count is extremely vivid and 
frank. Obviously, 1:1-7:5; 
12:27-43; and 13:4-31 are 
the “words of Nehemiah.” 
Some scholars state that Ne- 
hemiah composed the above 
portions and compiled the 
rest. Others feel that Ezra 
wrote 7:6-12:26 and 
12:44-13:3, then put to- 
gether the rest using Ne- 
hemiah’s. diary. Nehemiah 
7:5-73 and Ezra 2:1-70 are 
almost identical, but both lists 
may have been pulled from an 
existing record of the same 
period. 


Time: 444-425 B.c. 


Nehemiah’s Grief for the Exiles 
The words of .Nehemiah the son 
of Hacaliah. 

Now it happened in 8the month 
Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I 
was in Susa the Fcapitol, Ne 10:1 + Ze 7:1 

'2 that Hanani, one of my broth- 
ers, and some men from Judah came; 
and I asked them concerning the Jews 
who had escaped and had survived 
the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 

3 They said to me, “The remnant 
there in the ®province who survived 
the captivity are in great distress and 
Rreproach, and &the wall of Jerusalem 
is broken down and its gates are 
burned with fire.” Ne 7:6 * Ne 2:17 * Ne 2:17 

4 When I heard these words, 81 
sat down and wept and mourned for 
days; and I' was fasting and praying 
before the God of heaven. Ez 9:3; 10:1 

5 I said, “I beseech You, O Lorp 
God of heaven, ®the great and 
awesome God, who preserves the 
covenant and lovingkindness for 


Key Verse: Ne 6:15 


Theme: Nehemiah’s role in rebuilding 
the temple and the walls of 
Jerusalem is more political 
than physical, as he deals with 
the new political situation aris- 
ing in Persia and in Jerusalem. 
He also serves as the general 
contractor who pulls together 
the raw materials and the 
workers while orchestrating 
the rebuilding process. Within 
all his work, there is an un- 
derlying understanding that he 
has been called by God to do 
this work and is fulfilling God’s 
purposes. When the people 
don’t follow through with ad- 
hering to the law, Nehemiah is 
just as forceful as Ezra in call- 
ing the people back to repen- 
tance and obedience. 


those who love Him and keep His 
commandments, Ne 4:14; 9:32; Da 9:4 

6 let Your ear now be attentive 
and Your eyes open to hear the prayer 
of Your servant which I am praying 
before You now, day and night, on be- 
half of the sons of Israel Your ser- 
vants, ®confessing the sins of the sons 
of Israel which we have sinned 
against You; 8I and my father’s house 
have sinned. Da 9:17 « Ez 10:1; Da 9:20 * 2 Ch 29:6 

7 “RWe have acted very corruptly 
against You and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor 
the’ ordinances which You com- 
manded Your servant Moses. Da 9:5 

8 “Remember the word which 
You commanded Your servant Moses, 
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful I will 
scatter you among the peoples; Le 26:33 

9 but if you return to Me and 
keep My commandments and do 
them, though those of you who have 
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been scattered were in the most re- 
mote part of the heavens, I will 
gather them from there and will bring 
them to the place where I have cho- 
sen to cause My name to dwell.’ De 30:4 

10 “They are Your servants and 
Your people whom You redeemed by 
Your great power and by Your strong 
hand. Ex 32:11; De 9:29 

11 “O Lord, I beseech You, ®may 
Your ear be attentive to the prayer of 
Your servant and the prayer of Your 
servants who delight to revere Your 
name, and make Your servant suc- 
cessful today and grant him compas- 
sion before this man.” 

Now I was the ®cupbearer to the 
king. Ne 1:6 « Or fear ¢ Ge 40:21; Ne 2:1 


Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered 
And it came about in the month 
Nisan, ®in the twentieth year of 

King ®Artaxerxes, that wine was be- 

fore him, and I took up the wine and 

gave it to the king. Now I had not 

been sad in his presence. Ne 1:1 ¢ Ez 7:1 

2 So the king said to me, “Why is 
your face sad though you are not 
sick? This is nothing but sadness of 
heart.” Then I was very much afraid. 

3 I said to the king, “Let the king 
live forever. Why should my face not 
be sad when the city, the place of my 
fathers’ tombs, lies desolate and its 
gates have been consumed by fire?” 

4 Then the king said to me, 
“What would you request?” ®So I 
prayed to the God of heaven. Ne 1:4 

5 I said to the king, “If it please 
the king, and if your servant has 
found favor before you, send me to 
Judah, to the city of my fathers’ 
tombs, that I may rebuild it.” 

6 Then the king said to me, the 
queen sitting beside him, “How long 
will your journey be, and when will 
you return?” So it pleased the king to 
send me, and *I gave him a definite 
time. Ne 13:6 

7 And I said to the king, “If it 
please the king, let letters be given me 
Rfor the governors of the provinces 
beyond the River, that they may allow 
me to pass through until I come to 
Judah, Ez 7:21: 8:36 

8 and a letter to Asaph the 
Keeper of the king’s "forest, that he 
may give me timber to make beams 
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for the gates of ®the fortress which is 
by the ‘temple, for the wall of the city 
and for the house to which I will go.” 
And the king granted them to me be- 
cause ®the good hand of my God was 
on me. Ec 2:5, 6 © Ne 7:2 © Ez 7:6; Ne 2:18 
9 Then I came to *the governors 

of the provinces beyond the River and 
gave them the king’s letters. Now ®the 
king had sent with me officers of the 
army and horsemen. Ne 2:7 © Ez 8:22 
10 When ®Sanballat the Horonite 
and Tobiah the Ammonite ‘official 
heard about it, it was very displeas- 
ing to them that someone had come 
to seek the welfare of the sons of Is- 
rael. Ne 2:19; 4:1 ¢ Lit servant 


Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’s 
Walls 

11 So I came to Jerusalem and 
was there three days. Ez 8:32 

12 AndI arose in the night, | anda 
few men with me. I did not tell anyone 
what my God was putting into my 
Tmind to do for Jerusalem and there 
was no animal with me except the an- 
imal on which I was riding. Lit heart 

13 So I went out at night by ®the 
Valley Gate in the direction of the 
Dragon’s Well and on to the Refuse 
Gate, inspecting the walls of 
Jerusalem which were broken down 
and its gates which were consumed 
by fire. Ne 3:13 ¢ Ne 1:3 © Ne 2:3, 17 

14 Then I passed on to 8the Foun- 
tain Gate and "the King’s Pool, but 
there was no place for ‘my mount to 
pass. Ne 3:15 © 2 Ki 20:20 ¢ Lit the animal under me 

15 So I went up at night by the 
Rravine and inspected the wall. Then I 
entered the Valley Gate again and re- 
turned. Jo 18:1 

16 The officials did not know 
where | had gone or what I had done; 
nor had I as yet told the Jews, the 
priests, the nobles, the officials or the 
rest who did the work. 

17 Then I said to them, “You see 
the bad situation we are in, that 
RJerusalem is desolate and its gates 
burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild 
the wall of Jerusalem so that we will 
no longer be a reproach.” Ne 1:3 

18 [told them how the hand of my 
God had been favorable to me and 
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also about the king’s words which he 
had spoken to me. Then they said, 
“Let us arise and build.” 8So they put 
their hands to the good work. — 2sa2:7 
19 But when Sanballat the 
Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite 
Tofficial, and 3Geshem the Arab heard 
it, they mocked us and despised us 
and said, “What is this thing you are 
doing? RAre you rebelling against the 
king?” Lit servant * Ne 6:6 « Ne 4:1 © Ne 6:6 
- 20 Sol answered them and said to 
them, “8The God of heaven will give 
us success; therefore we His servants 
will arise and build, 8but you have no 


portion, right or memorial in 
Jerusalem.” Ez 4:3 © Ne 2:4: Ac 8:21 
Builders of the Walls 


Then ®Eliashib the high priest 
arose with his brothers the priests 
and built 8the Sheep Gate; they con- 
secrated it and hung its doors. They 
consecrated the wall to the Tower of 
the Hundred and the Tower of 
Hananel. Ne 3:20; 13:28 * Ne 3:32; 12:39 ¢ Ne 6:1; 7:1 
2 Next to him 8the men of Jeri- 
cho built, and next to ‘them Zaccur 
the son of Imri built. Ne 7:36 © Lit him 
3 Now the sons of Hassenaah 
built ®the Fish Gate; they laid its 
beams and hung its doors with its 
bolts and bars. Ne 12:39 
4 Next to them Meremoth the 
son of Uriah the son of Hakkoz made 
repairs. And next to him Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah the son of 
Meshezabel made repairs. And next 
to Thim Zadok the son of Baana also 
made repairs. Lit them 
5 Moreover, next to Thim the 
Tekoites made repairs, but their no- 
bles did not ‘support the work of their 
masters. Lit them e Lit bring their neck to 
6 Joiada the son of Paseah and 
Meshullam the son of Besodeiah re- 
paired ®the Old Gate; they laid its 
beams and hung its doors with its 
bolts and its bars. Ne 12:39 
7 Next to them Melatiah the 
Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, 
the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, 
also made repairs for the official seat 
of the governor of the province be- 
yond the River. Ne 2:7 
8 Next to him Uzziel the son of 
Harhaiah of the kgoldsmiths made re- 
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pairs. And next to him Hananiah, one 
of the perfumers, made repairs, and 
they restored Jerusalem as far as ®the 
Broad Wall. Ne 3:31, 32 ¢ Ne 12:38 

9 Next to them Rephaiah the son 
of Hur, ®the official of half the district 
of Jerusalem, made repairs. Ne 3:12, 17 

10 Next to them Jedaiah the son 
of Harumaph made repairs opposite 
his house. And next to him Hattush 
the son of Hashabneiah made re- 
pairs. 
11 Malchijah the son of Harim 
and Hasshub the son of Pahath-moab 
repaired another section nace Rthe 
Tower of Furnaces. e 12:38 

12 Next to him Shallum the sho of 
Hallohesh, 8the official of half the dis- 
trict of Jerusalem, made repairs, he 
and his daughters. Ne 3.9 

13° Hanun and the inhabitants of 
Zanoah repaired the Valley Gate. 
They built it and hung its doors with 
its bolts and its bars, and a thousand 
cubits of the wall to the Refuse Gate. 

14 Malchijah the son of Rechab, 
the official of the district of ®Beth- 
haccherem repaired the 8Refuse Gate. 
He built it and hung its doors with its 
bolts and its bars. Je 6:1 © Ne 2:13 

15 Shallum the son of Col-hozeh, 
the official of the district of Mizpah, 
Rrepaired the Fountain Gate. He built 
it, covered it and hung its doors with 
its bolts and its bars, and the wall of 
the Pool of Shelah at 8the king’s gar- 
den as far as the steps that descend 
from the city of David. Ne 2:17+ 2 Ki25:4 

16 After him Nehemiah the son of 
Azbuk, official of half the district of 
Beth-zur, made repairs as far as a 
point opposite the tombs of David, 
and as far as the artificial pool and the 
house of the mighty men. Ne 3:9, 12, 17 

17 After him the Levites carried 
out repairs under Rehum the son of 
Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, the of- 
ficial of half the district of Keilah, car- 
ried out repairs for his district. 

18 After him their brothers car- 
ried out repairs under Bavvai the son 
of Henadad, official of the other half 
of the district of Keilah. 

19 Next to him Ezer the son of 
Jeshua, the official of Mizpah, re- 
paired another section in front of the 
ascent of the armory at the Angle. 

20 After him Baruch the son of 
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Zabbai zealously repaired another 
section, from the Angle to the door- 
way of the house of Eliashib the high 
priest. Ne 3:1 

21 After him Meremoth the son of 
Uriah the son of Hakkoz repaired an- 
other section, from the doorway of 
Eliashib’s house even as far as the 
end of This house. Lit Eliashib’s 

22 After him the priests, the men 
of the Fvalley, carried out repairs. 

23 After them Benjamin and Has- 
shub carried out repairs in front of 
their house. After them Azariah the 
son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah, car- 
ried out repairs beside his house. 

24 After him Binnui the son of 
Henadad repaired another section, 
from the house of Azariah as far as 
the Angle and as far as the corner. 

25 Palal the son of Uzai made re- 
pairs in front of the Angle and the 
tower projecting from the upper 
house of the king, which is by ®the 
court of the guard. After him Pedaiah 
the son of Parosh made repairs. Je 32:2 

26 ®The temple servants living in 
Ophel made repairs as far as the front 
of the Water Gate toward the east and 
the projecting tower. Ne 7:46 

27 After ‘them ®the Tekoites re- 
paired another section in front of the 
great projecting tower and as far as 
the wall of Ophel. Lit him ¢ Ne 3:5 

28 Above the Horse Gate the 
priests carried out repairs, each in 
front of his house. 

29 After them Zadok the son of 
Immer carried out repairs in front of 
his house. And after him Shemaiah 
the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of 
the East Gate, carried out repairs. 

30 After him Hananiah the son of 
Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixth son 
of Zalaph, repaired another section. 
After him Meshullam the son of 
Berechiah carried out repairs in front 
of his own ‘quarters. Or cell 

31 After him Malchijah, one of 
Rthe goldsmiths, carried out repairs as 
far as the house of the temple ser- 
vants and of the merchants, in front 
of the Inspection Gate and as far as 
the upper room of the corner. Ne 3:8, 32 

32 Between the upper room of the 
corner and ®the Sheep Gate the gold- 
smiths and the merchants carried out 
repalrs. Ne 3:1; 12:39 
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Work Is Ridiculed 
Now it came about that when San- 
ballat heard that we were rebuild- 
ing the wall, he became furious and 
very angry and mocked the Jews. _ 
2 He spoke in the presence of his 
brothers and 8the ™wealthy men of 
Samaria and said, “What are these 
feeble Jews doing? Are they going to 
restore it for themselves? Can they 
offer sacrifices? Can they finish in a 
day? Can they revive the stones from 
the dusty rubble even the burned 
ones?” Ez 4:9, 10 ¢ Or army ¢ Ne 4:10 
3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was 
near him and he said, “Even what 
they are building—if a fox should 
Tjump on it, he would break their 
stone wall down!” La 5:18 Lit go up 
4 RHear, O our God, how we are 
despised! Return their reproach on 
their own heads and give them up for 
plunder in a land of captivity. Ps 123:3,4 
5 Do not ®forgive their iniquity 
and let not their sin be blotted out be- 
fore You, for they have demoralized 
the builders. Ps 69:27, 28; Je 18:23 
6 So we built the wall and the 
whole wall was joined together to half 
its height, for the people had a ‘mind 
to work. Lit heart 
7 ™Now when Sanballat, Tobiah, 
the Arabs, the Ammonites and the 
Ashdodites heard that the repair of 
the walls of Jerusalem went on, and 
that the breaches began to be closed, 
they were very angry. Ch 4:1 in He 
8 All of them ®conspired together 
to come and fight against Jerusalem 
and to cause a disturbance in it. ps 83:3 


Discouragement Overcome 
9 But we prayed to our God, and 
because of them we ®set up a guard 
against them day and night. Ne 4:11 
10 Thus Tin Judah it was said, 
“The strength of the burden 
bearers is failing, 
Yet there is much rubbish; 
And we ourselves are 
unable 
To rebuild the wall.” Lit Judah said 
11 Our enemies said, “They will 
not know or see until we come among 
bets kill them and put a stop to the 
work.” 


3:22 Lit circle; i.e. lower Jordan valley 
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12 When the Jews who lived near 
them came and told us ten times, 
“They will come up against us from 
every place where you may turn,” 

13 then I stationed men in the low- 
est parts of the space behind the wall, 
the exposed places, and I Rgtationed 
the people in families with their 
swords, spears and bows. Ne 4:17, 18 

14 When I saw their fear, I rose 
and spoke to the nobles, the officials 
and the rest of the people: “8Do not be 
afraid of them; remember the Lord 
who is great and awesome, and fight 
for your brothers, your sons, your 
daughters, your wives and your 
houses.” Nu 14:9; De 1:29, 30 © 2 Sa 10:12 

15 When our enemies heard that 


. it was known to us, and that }God had 


frustrated their plan, then all of us re- 
turned to the wall, each one to his 
work. 2 Sa 17:14 

16 From that day on, half of my 
servants carried on the work while 
half of them held the spears, the 
shields, the bows and the breast- 
plates; and the captains were behind 
the whole house of Judah. 

17 Those who were rebuilding the 
wall and those who carried burdens 
took their load with one hand doing 
the work and the other holding a 
weapon. 

18 As for the builders, each wore 
his sword girded at his side as he 
built, while ‘the trumpeter stood near 
me Lit he who sounded the trumpet 

19 Isaid to the nobles, the officials 
and the rest of the people, “The work 
is great and extensive, and we are 
separated on the wall far from one an- 
other. 

20 “At whatever place you hear 
the sound of the trumpet, rally to us 
there. Our God will fight for us.” 

21 Sowe carried on the work with 
half of them holding spears from 
Tdawn until the stars appeared. 

22 At that time I also said to the 
people, “Let each man with his ser- 
vant spend the night within Jerusalem 
so that they may be a guard for us by 
night and a laborer by day.” 

23 So neither I, my brothers, my 
servants, nor the men of the guard 
who followed me, none of us removed 
our clothes, each took his weapon 
even to the water. 
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Usury Abolished 

Now &there was a great outcry of 

the people and of their wives 
against their Jewish brothers. Le 25:35 

2 For there were those who said, 
“We, our sons and our daughters are 
many; therefore let us ®get grain that 
we may eat and live.” Hag 1:6 

3 There were others who said, 
“We are mortgaging our fields, our 
vineyards and our houses that we 
might get grain because of the 
famine.” 

4 Also there were those who 
said, “We have borrowed money &for 
the king’ s tax on our fields and our 
vineyards. Ez 4:13; 7:24 

5 “Now Xour flesh is like the flesh 
of vie brothers, our children like their 
children. Yet behold, we are forcing 
our sons and our daughters to be 
slaves, and some of our daughters are 
forced into bondage already, and we 
are helpless because our fields and 
vineyards belong to others.” Ge 37:27 

6 Then I was very angry when I 
had heard their outcry and these 
words. Ex 11:8 

7 I consulted with myself and 
contended with the nobles and the 
rulers and said to them, “®You are ex- 
acting usury, each from his brother!” 
Therefore, I held a great assembly 
against them. Ex 22:25; Le 25:36: De 23:19, 20 

8 I said to them, “We according 
to our ability Shave ‘redeemed our 
Jewish brothers who were sold to the 
nations; now would you even sell your 
brothers that they may be sold to us?” 
Then they were silent and could not 
find a word to say. Le 25:48 » Lit bought 

9 Again IJ said, “The thing which 
you are doing is not good; should you 
not walk in the fear of our God be- 
cause of 8the reproach of the nations, 
our enemies? Ne 4:4 

10 “And likewise I, my brothers 
and my servants are lending them 
money and grain. Please, let us leave 
off this usury. 

11 “Please, give back to them this 
very day their fields, their vineyards, 
their olive groves and their houses, 
also the hundredth part of the money 
and of the grain, the new wine and the 
oil that you are exacting from them.” 

12 Then they said, “We ®will give 
it back and will require nothing from 
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them; we will do exactly as you Say.” 
So I called the priests and took an 
oath from them that they would do ac- 
cording to this promise. 2 Ch 28:15 

13 I also shook out the front of my 
garment and said, “Thus may God 
shake out every man from his house 
and from his possessions who does 
not fulfill this promise; even thus may 
he be shaken out and emptied.” And 
all the assembly said, “Amen!” And 
they praised the Lorp. Then the peo- 
ple did according to this promise. 


Nehemiah’s Example 

14 Moreover, from the day that I 
was appointed to be their governor in 
the land of Judah, from the twentieth 
year to the thirty-second year of King 
Artaxerxes, for twelve years, neither I 
nor my kinsmen have eaten the gov- 
ernor’s food allowance. Ne 1:1 

15 But the former governors who 
were before me ‘laid burdens on the 
people and took from them bread and 
wine besides forty shekels of silver; 
even their servants domineered the 
people. But I did not do so ®because of 
the fear of God. Lit made heavy * Ne 5:9; Job 31:23 

16 I also applied myself to the 
work on this wall; we did not buy any 
land, and all my servants were gath- 
ered there for the work. 

17 Moreover, ®there were at my 
table one hundred and fifty Jews and 
officials, besides those who came to 
us from the nations that were around 

Se 1 Ki 18:19 

18 Now &that which was prepared 
for each day was one ox and six 
choice sheep, also birds were pre- 
pared for me; and once in ten days all 
sorts of wine were furnished in abun- 
dance. Yet for all this ®I did not de- 
mand the governor’s food allowance, 
because the servitude was heavy on 
this people. 1 Ki 4:22, 23 © 2 Th 3:8 

19 Remember me, O my God, for 
good, according to all that I have done 
for this people. Ne 13:14, 22, 31 


The Enemy’s Plot 
Now when it was reported to San- 
ballat, Tobiah, to Geshem the Arab 
and to the rest of our enemies that I 
had rebuilt the wall, and that no 
breach remained in it, although at 
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that time I had not set up the doors in 
the gates, Ne 3:1,3 

2 then Sanballat and Geshem 
sent a message to me, saying, “Come, 
let us meet together at -Chephirim in 
the plain of Ono.” But they were 
planning to harm me. 1 Ch 8:12 

3 So I sent messengers to them, 
saying, “I am doing a great work and 
I cannot come down. Why should the 
work stop while I leave it and come 
down to you?” 

4 They sent messages to me four 
times in this manner, and I answered 
them in the same way. 

5 Then Sanballat sent his servant 
to me in the same manner a fifth time 
with an open letter in his hand. 

6 Init was written, “It is reported 
among the nations, and Gashmu says, 
that you and the Jews are planning to 
rebel; therefore you are rebuilding the 
wall. And you are to be their king, ac- 
cording to these reports. 

7 “You have also appointed 
prophets to proclaim in Jerusalem 
concerning ‘you, ‘A king is in Judah!’ 
And now it will be reported to the 
king according to these reports. So 
come now, let us take counsel to- 
gether.” Lit you, saying 

8 Then I sent a message to him 
saying, “Such things as you are saying 
have not been done, but you are in- 
venting them in your own mind.” 

9 For all of them were trying to 
frighten us, thinking, “They will be- 
come discouraged with the work and 
it will not be done.” But now, 8O God, 
strengthen my hands. Ps 138:3 

10 When I entered the house of 
Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of 
Mehetabel, }who was ‘confined at 
home, he said, “Let us meet together 
in the house of God, within the tem- 
ple, and let us close the doors of the 
temple, for they are coming to kill 
you, and they are coming to kill you at 
night.” Je 36:5 © Lit shut up 

11 But I said, “8Should a man like 
me flee? And could one such as I go 
into the temple "to save his life? I will 
not go in.” Pr 28:1 © Lit and live 

12 Then I perceived that surely 
God had not sent him, but he uttered 


5:16 Or held fast 6:2 Another reading is, one of the 
villages 
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his prophecy against me because To- 
biah and Sanballat had hired him. 

13 He was hired for this reason, 
Rthat I might become frightened and 
act accordingly and sin, so that they 
might have an evil report in order that 
they could reproach me. Ne 6:6 

14 Remember, O my God, Tobiah 
and Sanballat according to these 
works of theirs, and also Noadiah 
Rthe prophetess and the rest of the 
prophets who were trying to frighten 
me. Ne 13:29 ¢ Eze 13:17 


The Wall Is Finished 

15 So ®the wall was completed on 
the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in 
fifty-two days. Ne 4:1,2 

16 When all our enemies heard 
of it, and all the nations surrounding 
us saw it, they lost their confidence; 
for they recognized that this work 
had been accomplished with the help 
of our God. Ne 2:10; 4:1, 7 © Ex 14:25 

17 Also in those days many letters 
went from the nobles of Judah to To- 
biah, and Tobiah’s letters came to 
them. 

18 For many in Judah were bound 
by oath to him because he was the 
son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of 
Arah, and his son Jehohanan had 
married the daughter of Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah. 

19 Moreover, they were speaking 
about his good deeds in my presence 
and reported my words to him. Then 
Tobiah sent letters to frighten me. 


Census of First Returned Exiles 
Now when &the wall was rebuilt 
and IJ had set up the doors, and the 

gatekeepers and the singers and the 

Levites were appointed, Ne 6:1, 15 

2 then I put 3Hanani my brother, 
and RHananiah the commander of the 
fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for 
he was a faithful man and feared God 

more than many. Ne 1:2 ¢ Ne 10;23 

3 Then I said to them, “Do not let 
the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun is hot, and while they are 
standing guard, let them shut and bolt 
the doors. Also appoint guards from 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, each at 
his post, and each in front of his own 
house.” 
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4 Now the city was large and 
spacious, but the people in it were few 
and the houses were not built. 

5 ®Then my God put it into my 
heart to assemble the nobles, the offi- 
cials and the people to be enrolled by 
genealogies. Then I found the book of 
the genealogy of those who came up 
first Tin which I found the following 
record: Pr 2:6; 3:6 © Lit and I found written in it 

6 These are the people of the 
province who came up from the cap- 
tivity of the exiles whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king of Babylon had 
carried away, and who returned to 
era and Judah, each to his 
CITY, 

7 who came with Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, 
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mis- 
pereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. 

The number of men of the people 
of Israel: 

8 the sons of Parosh, 2,172; 

9 the sons of Shephatiah, 372; 

10 the sons of Arah, 652; 

11 the sons of Pahath-moab of the 
sons of Jeshua and Joab, 2,818; 

12 the sons of Elam, 1,254; 

13 the sons of Zattu, 845; 

14 the sons of Zaccai, 760; 

15 the sons of Binnui, 648; 

16 the sons of Bebai, 628; 

17 the sons of Azgad, 2,322; 

18 the sons of Adonikam, 667; 

19 the sons of Bigvai, 2,067; 

20 the sons of Adin, 655; 

21 the sons of Ater, of Hezekiah, 


22 the sons of Hashum, 328; 

23 the sons of Bezai, 324; 

24 the sons of Hariph, 112; 

25 the sons of Gibeon, 95; 

26 the men of Bethlehem and Ne- 
tophah, 188; 

27 the men of Anathoth, 128; 

28 the men of Beth-azmaveth, 42; 

29 the men of Kiriath-jearim, 
Chephirah and Beeroth, 743; 
30 the men of Ramah and Geba, 
621; 

31 the men of Michmas, 122; 

32 the men of Bethel and Ai, 123; 

33 the men of the other Nebo, 52; 

34 the sons of the other Elam, 
1,254; 

35. the sons of Harim, 320; 

36 the ™men of Jericho, 345; Lit sons 
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37 the sons of Lod, Hadid and 
Ono, 721; 

38 the sons of Senaah, 3,930. _ 

39 The priests: the sons of Jedaiah 
of the house of Jeshua, 973; 

40 the sons of Immer, 1,052; 

4] the sons of Pashhur, 1,247; 

42 the sons of Harim, 1,017. 

43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, 
of Kadmiel, of the sons of 'Hodevah, 
74. In Ez 2:40, Hodaviah 

44 The singers: the sons of Asaph, 


45 The gatekeepers: the sons of 
Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of 
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons 
of Hatita, the sons of Shobai, 138. 

46 The temple servants: the sons 
of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons 
of Tabbaoth, 

47 the sons of Keros, the sons of 
TSia, the sons of Padon, mz 2:44, Siaha 

48 the sons of Lebana, the sons of 
Hagaba, the sons of Shalmai, 

49 the sons of Hanan, the sons of 
Giddel, the sons of Gahar, 

50: the sons of Reaiah, the sons of 
Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, 

51 the sons of Gazzam, the sons of 
Uzza, the sons of Paseah, 

52 the sons of Besai, the sons of 
Meunim, the sons of Nephushesim, 

53 the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of 
Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 

54 the sons of Bazlith, the sons of 
Mehida, the sons of Harsha, 

55 the sons of Barkos, the sons of 
Sisera, the sons of Temah, 

56 the sons of Neziah, the sons of 
Hatipha. 

57 The sons of Solomon’s ser- 
vants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of 
Sophereth, the sons of Perida, 

58 the sons of Jaala, the sons of 
Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 

59 the sons of Shephatiah, the 
sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth- 
hazzebaim, the sons of Amon. 

60 All the temple servants and the 
sons of Solomon’s servants were 392. 

61 These were they who came up 
from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, 
TAddon and Immer; but they could 
not show their fathers’ houses or their 
Tdescendants, whether they were of 
Israel: In Ez 2:59, Addan ° Lit seed 

62 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of 
Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, 642. 
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63 Of the priests: the sons of 
Hobaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons 
of Barzillai, who took a wife of the 
daughters of Barzillai, the Gileadite, 
and was named after them. 

64 These searched among their 
ancestral registration, but it could not 
be located; therefore they were con- 
sidered unclean and excluded from 
the priesthood. 

65 ®The governor said to them 
that they should not eat from the most 
holy things until a priest arose with 
Urim and Thummim. Ne 8:9; 10:1 


Total of People and Gifts 

66 The whole assembly together 
was 42,360, 

67 besides their male and their fe- 
male servants, ‘of whom there were 
7,337; and they had 245 male and fe- 
male singers. Lit these 

68 ®Their horses were 736; their 
mules, 245; Ez 2:66 

69 their camels, 435; their don- 
keys, 6,720. 

70 Some from among the heads of 
fathers’ households gave to the work. 
The ®governor gave to the treasury 
1,000 gold drachmas, 50 basins, 530 
priests’ garments. Ne 7:65; 8:9 

71 Some of the heads of fathers’ 
households gave into the treasury of 
the work 20,000 gold drachmas and 
2,200 silver minas. 

72 That which the rest'of the peo- 
ple gave was 20,000 gold drachmas 
and 2,000 silver minas and 67 priests’ 
garments. 

73 Now &the priests, the Levites, 
the gatekeepers, the singers, some of 
the people, the temple servants and 
all Israel, lived in their cities. 

RAnd when the seventh month 
came, the sons of Israel were in their 
cities. 1 Ch 9:2 ¢ Ez 3:1 


Ezra Reads the Law 
And all the people gathered as one 
man at the square which was in 
front of 8the Water Gate, and they 
asked Ezra the scribe to bring the 
book of the law of Moses which the 
Lorp had given to Israel. Ne 3:26« £27: 
2 Then Ezra the priest brought 
the law before the assembly of men, 
women and all who could listen with 
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understanding, on 8the first day of the 
seventh month. De 31-9-11: Ne 8:9 « Le 23:24 
~ 3 He read from it before the 
square which was in front of ®the 
Water Gate from Tearly morning until 
midday, in the presence of men and 
women, those who could understand; 
and all the people were attentive to 
the book of the law. Ne 8:1 ¢ Lit the light 

4 Ezra the scribe stood at a 
wooden podium which they had made 
for the purpose. And beside him stood 
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, 
Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right 
hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchi- 
jah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zecha- 
riah and Meshullam on his left hand. 

5 Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of all the people for he was 
standing above all the people; and 
when he opened it, all the people 
Rstood up. Ne 8:3 ¢ Ju 3:20; 1 Ki 8:12-14 

6 Then Ezra blessed the Lorp the 
great God. And all the people an- 
swered, “RAmen, Amen!” while lifting 
up their hands; then ®they bowed low 
and worshiped the Lorp with their 
faces to the ground. Ne 5:13 ¢ Ex 4:31 

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, 
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, 
Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, explained 
the law to the people while the people 
remained in their place. 

8 They read from the book, from 
the law of God, "translating to give the 
sense so that they understood the 
reading. Or explaining 


“This Day Is Holy” 

9 Then Nehemiah, who was the 
governor, and Ezra ®the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “®This 
day is holy to the Lorp your God; ®do 
not mourn or weep.” For all the peo- 
ple were weeping when they heard the 
words of the law. Ne 12:26 « Ne 8:2 « De 12:7, 12 

10 Then he said to them, “Go, 

eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, 
and send portions to him who has 
nothing prepared; for this day is holy 
to our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the 
joy of the Lorp is your strength.” 

11 So the Levites calmed all the 
people, saying, “Be still, for the day is 
holy; do not be grieved.” 

12 All the people went away to 
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eat, to drink, ®to send portions and to 
celebrate a great festival, because 
they understood the words which had 
been made known to them. Ne 8:10 


Feast of Booths Restored 

13 Then on the second day the 
heads of fathers’ households of all the 
people, the priests and the Levites 
were gathered to Ezra the scribe that 
they might gain insight into the words 
of the law. 

14 They found written in the law 
how the Lorp had commanded 
through Moses that the sons of Israel 
Rshould live in booths during the feast 
of the seventh month. Le 23:34, 40, 42 

15 So they proclaimed and circu- 
lated a proclamation in all their cities 
and 8in Jerusalem, saying, “8Go out to 
the hills, and bring olive branches and 
wild olive branches, myrtle branches, 
palm branches and branches of other 
leafy trees, to make booths, as it is 
written.” De 16:16 © Le 23:40 

16 So the people went out and 
brought them and made booths for 
themselves, each 8on his roof, and in 
their courts and in the courts of the 
house of God, and in the square at 
Rthe Water Gate and in the square at 
the Gate of Ephraim. Je 32:29 « Ne 8:1 

17 The entire assembly of those 
who had returned from the captivity 
made booths and lived in ‘them. The 
sons of Israel Shad indeed not done so 
from the days of Joshua the son of Nun 
to that day. And 8there was great re- 
jOicing. Lit the booths ¢ 2 Ch 7:8; 8:13 © 2 Ch 30:21 

18 He read from the book of the 
law of God daily, from the first day to 
the last day. And they ®celebrated the 
feast seven days, and on the eighth day 
there was a solemn assembly accord- 
ing to the ordinance. De 31:11 © Le 23:36 


The People Confess Their Sin 
Now on the twenty-fourth day of 
Rthis month the sons of Israel as- 

sembled ®with fasting, in sackcloth 

and with dirt upon them. Ne 8:2 Ez 8:23 

2 The ®descendants of Israel sep- 
arated themselves from all foreign- 
ers, and stood and ®confessed their 
sins and the iniquities of their 

fathers. Ez 10:11; Ne 13:3-¢ Pr 28:13; Je 3:13 


YF 8:10 
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3 While they stood in their 
place, they read from the book of the 
law of the Lorp their God for a fourth 
of the day; and for another fourth 
they confessed and worshiped the 
Lorp their God. Ne 8:4 

4 RNow on the Levites’ platform 
stood Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Sheba- 
niah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani and 
Chenani, and they cried with a loud 
voice to the Lorp their God. Ne 8:7 

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kad- 
miel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, 
Hodiah, Shebaniah and Pethahiah, 
said, “Arise, bless the Lorp your God 
forever and ever! 

O may Your glorious name be 
blessed 

And exalted above all blessing 
and praise! 

6 “RYou alone are the Lorpb. 

You have made the heavens, 

The heaven of heavens with 
all their host, 

The earth and all that is on it, 

val bh seas and all that is in 
t 

You give life to all of them 

And the heavenly host bows 
down before You. De 6:4; 2 Ki 19:15 

7 “You are the Lorp God, 

RWho chose Abram 

And brought him out from Ur 
of the Chaldees, 

And ®gave him the name 
Abraham. Ge 12:1 ¢ Ge 11:31 ¢ Ge 17:5 

8 “You found 8his heart faithful 

before You, 

And made a covenant with 
him 

To give him the land of the 
Canaanite, 

Of the Hittite and the Amorite, 

Of the Perizzite, the Jebusite 
and the Girgashite— 

To give it to his descendants. 

And You have fulfilled Your 
promise, 

For You are righteous. Ge 15:6, 18-21 


va 9 “RYou saw the affliction of 
our fathers in Egypt, 
And 8heard their cry by the 
Red Sea. Ex 3:7 © Ex 14:10-14, 31 
10 “Then You performed signs and 
wonders against Pharaoh, 
Against all his servants and 
all the people of his land; 
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For You knew that they acted 
arrogantly toward them, 

And made a name for Yourself 
as it is this day. 

11 “RYou divided the sea before 
them, 

So they passed through the 
midst of the sea on dry 
ground; 

And &their pursuers You 
hurled into the depths, 

Like a stone into raging 
waters. Ex 14:21 ¢ Ex 15:1,5, 10 

12 “And with a pillar of cloud You 
led them by day, 

And with a pillar of fire by 
night 

To light for them the way 

In which they were to go. 

w* 13 “Then FYou came down on 
Mount Sinai, 

And spoke with them from 
heaven; 

You gave them just ordinances 
and true laws, 

Good statutes and 
commandments. © Ex 19:11, 18-20 

14“So You made known to them 
Your holy sabbath, 

And laid down for them 
commandments, statutes 
and law, 

Through Your servant Moses: 

15 “You 8provided bread from 
heaven for them for their 
hunger, 

You brought forth water from 
a rock for them for their 


thirst, 

And You &told them to enter in 
order to possess 

The land which You swore to 
give them. Ex 16:4, 14, 15% De 1:8, 21 


16 “But they, our fathers, acted 
arrogantly; 

They "became stubborn and 
would not listen to Your 
commandments. Ne 9:10 

17 “They refused to listen, 

And did not remember Your 
wondrous deeds which You 
had performed among 
them; 

So they became stubborn and 


YY 9:9 % 9:13 9:16 Lit stiffened their neck: so 
also v 17 
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appointed a leader to return them the inhabitants of the 
to their slavery in Egypt. land, the Canaanites, 
But You are a God of And You gave them into their 
forgiveness, hand, with their kings and 
Gracious and compassionate, the peoples of the land, 
Slow to anger and abounding To do with them as they 
in lovingkindness; desired. Jos 11:23; 21:43 © Jos 18:1 
And You did not forsake 25 “RThey captured fortified cities 
3 them. and a ®fertile land. 
18 “Even when they ®made for They took possession of 
themselves houses full of every good 
A calf of molten metal thing, 
And said, ‘This is your God Hewn cisterns, vineyards, 
Who brought you up from olive groves, 
E jo Fruit trees in abundance. 
And committed great So they ate, were filled and 
"blasphemies, Ex 32:4-8, 31 grew fat, 
19 You, in Your great compassion, And reveled in Your great 
Did not forsake them in the goodness. De 3:5 © Nu 13:27 
wilderness; 
RThe pillar of cloud did not 26 “But they became disobedient 
leave them by day, and rebelled against You, 
To guide them on their way, And ®cast Your law behind 
Nor the pillar of fire by night, their backs 
to light for them the way in And killed Your prophets who 
which they were to go. Ne 9:12 had admonished them 
yw 20 “You gave Your good Spirit So that they might return to 
to instruct them, You, 
Your manna You did not And they committed great 
withhold from their mouth, Foblasphemies. —Ju2:11 «1 Ki 14:9 
And You gave them water for 27 “Therefore You ®delivered them 
their thirst. into the hand of their 
21 “Indeed, ®forty years You oppressors who oppressed 
provided for them in the them, 
wilderness and they were But when they cried to You 8in 
not in want; the time of their distress, 
Their clothes did not wear out, You heard from heaven, and 
nor did their feet swell. De 2:7 according to Your great 
22 “You also gave them kingdoms compassion 
and peoples, You ®gave them deliverers 
And allotted them to them as who delivered them from 
a Tboundary. the hand of their 
RThey took possession of the OPPFeSSOYFS. Ju 2:14 « De 4:29 « Ju 2:16 
land of Sihon the king of 28 “But Ras soon as they had rest, 
Heshbon they did evil again before 
- And the land of Og the king of You; 
Bashan. Lit side, corner ¢ Nu 21:21-35 Therefore You abandoned 
23 “You made their sons them to the hand of their 
numerous as ®the stars of enemies, so that they ruled 
eaven, over them. | 
And You brought them into the When they cried again to You, 
lan You heard from heaven, 
Which You had told their And ®many times You rescued 
LF to enter and them according to Your 
ossess. Ge 15:5; 22:17 compassl1on, Ju 3:11 ¢ Ps 106:43 
24 “RSQ their sons entered and 
possessed the land. 9:18 Lit acts of contempt %~* 9:20 9:26 Lit acts 


And ®You subdued before of contempt 
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29 And admonished them in 
order to turn them back to 
Your law. 

Yet they acted arrogantly and 
did not listen to Your 
commandments but sinned 
against Your ordinances, 

By which if a man observes 
them he shall live. 

And they turned a stubborn 
shoulder and stiffened their 
neck, and would not 
listen. 

30 “RHowever, You bore with them 
for many years, 

And admonished them by 
RYour Spirit through Your 
prophets, 

Yet they would not give ear. 

Therefore You gave them into 
the hand of the peoples of 
the lands. Ps 95:10; Ac 13:18 « Ne 9:20 

31 “Nevertheless, in Your great 
compassion You &did not 
make an end of them or 
forsake them, 

For You are a gracious and 
compassionate God. Je 427 


32 “Now therefore, our God, ®the 
great, the mighty, and the 
awesome God, who keeps 
covenant and 
lovingkindness, 

Do not let all the hardship 
seem insignificant before 
You, 

Which has come upon us, our 
kings, our princes, our 
priests, our prophets, our 
fathers and on all Your 
people, 

From the days of the kings of 
Assyria to this day. Ne 1:5 

33 “However, You are just in all 
that has come upon us; 

For You have dealt faithfully, 
but we have acted wickedly. 

34 “For our kings, our leaders, our 
priests and our fathers have 
not kept Your law 

Or paid attention to Your 
commandments and Your 
Tadmonitions with which 
You have ‘admonished 
them. Lit testimonies ¢ Or witnessed 

35 “But ®they, in their own 
kingdom, 
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RWith Your great goodness 
which You gave them, 
With the broad and rich land 
which You set before them, 
Did not serve You or turn from 
their evil deeds. De 28:47 « Ne 9:25 
36 “Behold, we are slaves today, 
And as to the land which You 
gave to our fathers to eat of 
its fruit and its bounty, 
Behold, we are slaves in it. 
37 “Its abundant produce is for the 
kings 
Whom You have set over us 
because of our sins; 
They also rule over our bodies 
And over our cattle as they 
please, 
So we are in great distress. 


A Covenant Results 
38 “"Now because of all this 

RWe are making an agreement 
in writing; 

And on the sealed document 
are the names of our 
leaders, our Levites and our 
priests.” Ch 10:1 in He ¢ Ne 10:29 


Signers of the Document 
10.4%" on the ®sealed document 
were the names of: Nehemiah 
the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and 
Zedekiah, Ch 10:2 in He « Ne 9:38 

2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 

3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 

4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 

5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 

6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 

7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 

8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah. 
These were the priests. 

9 And the Levites: Jeshua the 
son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of 
Henadad, Kadmiel; 

10 also their brothers Shebaniah, 
Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 

11 Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah, 

12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 

13 Hodiah, Bani, Beninu. 

14 The leaders of the people: 
pares Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, 

ani, 

15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 

16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 

17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 

18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 

19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 
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20. Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 
21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 
22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 

23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 
24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 

25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 
26 Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 

27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 


Obligations of the Document 

28 Now &the rest of the people, the 
priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, 
the singers, the temple servants and 
Rall those who had separated them- 
selves from the peoples of the lands 
to the law of God, their wives, their 
sons and their daughters, all those 
who had knowledge and understand- 
ing, Ez 2:36-58 ¢ Ne 9:2 

29 are joining with their kinsmen, 
their nobles, and are 8taking on them- 
selves a curse and an oath to walk in 
God’s law, which was given through 
Moses, God’s servant, and to keep and 
to observe all the commandments of 
Gop our Lord, and His ordinances 
and His statutes; Ne 5:12 

30 and that we will not give our 
daughters to the peoples of the land 
or take their daughters for our sons. 

31. As for the peoples of the land 
who bring wares or any grain on the 
sabbath day to sell, we will not buy 
from them on the sabbath or a holy 
day; and we will forego the crops the 
Rseventh year and the exaction of 
every debt. Ne 13:15-22 ¢ Ex 23:10, 11; Le 25:1-7 

32 We also placed ourselves under 
obligation to contribute yearly one 
third of a shekel for the service of the 
house of our God: 

33 for the ®showbread, for the 
continual grain offering, for the con- 
tinual burnt offering, the sabbaths, 
the new moon, for the appointed 
times, for the holy things and for the 
sin offerings to make atonement for 
Israel, and all the work of the house of 
our God. Le 24:5, 6; 2 Ch 2:4 

34 Likewise 8we cast lots ®for the 
supply of wood among the priests, the 
Levites and the people so that they 
might bring it to the house of our God, 
according to our fathers’ households, 
at fixed times annually, to burn on the 
altar of the Lorp our God, as it is writ- 
ten in the law; Ne 11:1 ¢ Ne 13:31 
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_ 35 and that they might bring the 
first fruits of our ground and the first 
fruits of all the fruit of every tree to 
the house of the Lorp annually, 

36 and ®bring to the house of our 
God the firstborn of our sons and of 
our cattle, and the firstborn of our 
herds and our flocks as it is written in 
the law, for the priests who are minis- 
tering in the house of our God. Ex 13:2 

37 We will also bring the first of 
our dough, our contributions, the fruit 
of every tree, the new wine and the oil 
Rto the priests at the chambers of the 
house of our God, and the tithe of our 
ground to the Levites, for the Levites 
are they who receive the tithes in all 
the rural towns. Le 23:17 © Ne 13:5, 9 

38 ®The priest, the son of Aaron, 
shall be with the Levites when the 
Levites receive tithes, and the Levites 
shall bring up the tenth of the tithes to 
the house of our God, to the chambers 
of the storehouse. —_Nu 18:26 « Ne 13:12, 13 

39 For the sons of Israel and the 
sons of Levi shall bring the ®contribu- 
tion of the grain, the new wine and 
the oil to the chambers; there are the 
utensils of the sanctuary, the priests 
who are ministering, the gatekeepers 
and the singers. Thus we will not neg- 
lect the house of our God. De 12:6 


Time Passes; Heads of Provinces 
1 Now &the leaders of the people 
lived in Jerusalem, but the rest 
of the people ®cast lots to bring one 
out of ten to live in Jerusalem, the 
holy city, while nine-tenths remained 
in the other cities. Ne 7:4 © Ne 10:34 

2 And the people blessed all the 
men who &volunteered to live in 
Jerusalem. Ju 5:9 

3 Now these are the heads of the 
provinces who lived in Jerusalem, but 
in the cities of Judah each lived on his 
own property in their cities—the Is- 
raelites, the priests, the Levites, the 
temple servants and the descendants 
of Solomon’s servants. 

4 Some of the sons of Judah and 
some of the sons of Benjamin lived in 
Jerusalem. From the sons of Judah: 
Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of 
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the 
son of Shephatiah, the son of Maha- 
lalel, of the sons of Perez; 
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5 and Maaseiah the son of 
Baruch, the son of Col-hozeh, the son 
of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son 
of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the 
son of the Shilonite. 

6 Allthe sons of Perez who lived 
in Jerusalem were 468 able men. 

7 Now these are the sons of Ben- 
jamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, 
the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, 
the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maa- 
seiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Je- 
shaiah; 

8 and after him Gabbai and Sal- 
lai, 928. 

9 Joel the son of Zichri was their 
overseer, and Judah the son of Has- 
senuah was second ‘in command of 
the city. Lit over 

10 From the priests: Jedaiah the 
son of Joiarib, Jachin, 

11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the 
son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, 
the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahi- 
tub, the leader of the house of God, 

12 and their *kinsmen who per- 
formed the work of the ?temple, 822; 
and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the 
son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the 
son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, 
the son of Malchijah, Lit house 

13 and his kinsmen, heads of fa- 
thers’ households, 242; and Amashsai 
the son of Azarel, the son of Ahzai, 
the son of Meshillemoth, the son of 
Immer, 

14 and their brothers, valiant war- 
riors, 128. And their overseer was 
Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim. 

15 Now from the Levites: Shema- 
iah the son of Hasshub, the son of 
Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the 
son of Bunni; 

16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, 
from the ‘leaders of the Levites, who 
were in charge of ®the outside work 
of the house of God; Lit heads * 1 Ch 26:29 

17 and Mattaniah the son of 
Mica, the son of 'Zabdi, the son of 
Asaph, who was the "leader in begin- 
ning the thanksgiving at prayer, and 
Bakbukiah, the second among his 
brethren; and Abda the son of Sham- 
mua, the son of Galal, the son of Je- 
duthun. In 1 Ch 9:15, Zichri © Lit head 

18 All the Levites in 8the holy city 
were 284. Ne 11:1 

19 Also the gatekeepers, Akkub, 
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Talmon and their brethren who kept 
watch at the gates, were 172. 


Outside Jerusalem 

20 The rest of Israel, of the priests 
and of the Levites, were in all the 
cities of Judah, each on his own in- 
heritance. Ne 11:3 

21 But the temple servants were 
living in Ophel, and Ziha and Gishpa 
were Tin charge of the temple ser- 
vants. Ne 3:26 e Lit over 

22 Now &the overseer of the 
Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son 
of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son 
of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, from 
the sons of Asaph, who were the 
singers for the Tservice of the house 
of God. Ne 11:9, 14 ¢ Or work 

23 ®For there was a command- 
ment from the king concerning them 
and a firm regulation for the song 
leaders 8day by day. — Ez6:8: 7:20 « Ne 12:47 

24 Pethahiah the son of Meshez- 
abel, of the sons of Zerah the son of 
Judah, was the king’s representative 
in all matters concerning the people. 

25 Now as for the villages with 
their fields, some of the sons of Judah 
lived in ®Kiriath-arba and its 'towns, 
in Dibon and its towns, and in Jek- 
abzeel and its villages, Jos 14:15 

26 and in Jeshua, in Moladah and 
Beth-pelet, 

27 and in Hazar-shual, in Beer- 
sheba and its towns, 

28 and in Ziklag, in Meconah and 
in its towns, 

29 and in En-rimmon, in Zorah 
and in Jarmuth, 

30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their vil- 
lages, Lachish and its fields, Azekah 
and its towns. So they encamped from 
Beersheba as far as the valley of Hin- 
nom. 

_ 31 The sons of Benjamin also 
lived from Geba onward, at Michmash 
and Aija, at Bethel and its towns, 

32 at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 

33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 

34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 

35 Lod and Ono, the valley of 
craftsmen. 

_ 36 From the Levites, some divi- 
sions in Judah belonged to Benjamin. 


11:12 Lit brothers, and so throughout the ch 
11:25 Lit daughters, and so throughout the ch 
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Priests and Levites Who 
Returned to Jerusalem with 
Zerubbabel 
1 ¥ ope these are the priests and 
the Levites who came up with 

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and 
Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 

2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 

3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 

4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 

5 Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 

6 Shemaiah and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 
_. 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah and Jeda- 
iah. These were the heads of the 
priests and their 'kinsmen in the days 
of Jeshua. Lit brothers 

8 The Levites were Jeshua, Bin- 
nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and 
Mattaniah who was Tin charge of the 
songs of thanksgiving, he and his 
brothers. Lit over 

9 Also Bakbukiah and Unni, 
their brothers, stood opposite them 
Rin their service divisions. Ne 12:24 

10 Jeshua became the father of 
Joiakim, and Joiakim became the fa- 
ther of Eliashib, and Eliashib became 
the father of Joiada, 

11 and Joiada became the father 
of Jonathan, and Jonathan became 
the father of Jaddua. 

12 Now in the days of Joiakim, the 
priests, the heads of fathers’ house- 
holds were: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Je- 
remiah, Hananiah; 

13 of Ezra, Meshullam; of 
Amariah, Jehohanan; 

14 of 'Malluchi, Jonathan; of She- 
baniah, Joseph; In Ne 12:2, Malluch 

15 of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, 
Helkai; 

16 of Iddo, Zechariah; of Gin- 
nethon, Meshullam; 

17 of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, 
of Moadiah, Piltai; 

18 of Bilgah, Shammua; of She- 
maiah, Jehonathan; 

19 of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, 
Uzzi; 

20 of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 

21 of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jeda- 
iah, Nethanel. 


The Chief Levites 

22. As for the Levites, the heads of 
fathers’ households were registered in 
the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Jo- 
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hanan and Jaddua; so were the priests 
in the reign of Darius the Persian. 

23 The sons of Levi, the heads of 
fathers’ households, were registered in 
the Book of the Chronicles up to the 
days of Johanan the son of Eliashib. 

24 The heads of the Levites were 
Hashabiah, Sherebiah and Jeshua the 
son of Kadmiel, with their brothers 
opposite them, ®to praise and give 
thanks, as prescribed by David the 
man of God, ®division corresponding 
to division. Ne 11:17 © Ne 12:9 

25 Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Oba- 
diah, Meshullam, Talmon and Akkub 
were gatekeepers keeping watch at 
Rthe storehouses of the gates. 1 cn 26:15 

26 These served in the days of 
Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of 
Jozadak, and in the days of ®Ne- 
hemiah the governor and of Ezra the 
priest and scribe. Ne 8:9 


Dedication of the Wall 

27 Now at the dedication of the 
wall of Jerusalem they sought out the 
Levites from all their places, to bring 
them to Jerusalem so that they might 
celebrate the dedication with glad- 
ness, with hymns of thanksgiving and 
with songs ®to the accompaniment of 
cymbals, harps and lyres. — 1ch 15:16, 28 

28 So the sons of the singers were 
assembled from the district around 
Jerusalem, and from &the villages of 
the Netophathites, 1 Ch 9:16 

29 from Beth-gilgal and from their 
fields in Geba and Azmaveth, for the 
singers had built themselves villages 
around Jerusalem. 

30 The priests and the Levites pu- 
rified themselves; they also purified 
the people, the gates and the wall. 


Procedures for the Temple 

31 Then] had the leaders of Judah 
come up on top of the wall, and I ap- 
pointed two great choirs, 8the first 
proceeding to the right on top of the 
wall toward the Refuse Gate. Ne 12:38 

32 Hoshaiah and half of the lead- 
ers of Judah followed them, 

33 with Azariah, Ezra, Meshul- 


am, 
34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, 
Jeremiah, 
35 and some of the sons of the 
priests with trumpets; and Zechariah 
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the son of Jonathan, the son of She- 
maiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son 
of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son 


of Asaph, 
36 and his ™kinsmen, Shemaiah, 
Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, 


Nethanel, Judah and Hanani, ®with 
the musical instruments of David the 
man of God. And Ezra the scribe went 
before them. Lit brothers ¢ Ne 12:24 

37 At ®the Fountain Gate they 
went directly up ®the steps of the city 
of David by the stairway of the wall 
above the house of David to the Water 
Gate on the east. Ne 2:14 * Ne 3:15 

38 ®The second choir proceeded 
to the "left, while I followed them with 
half of the people on the wall, above 
the Tower of Furnaces, to ®the Broad 
Wall, Ne 12:31 © Lit front ¢ Ne 3:11 * Ne 3:8 

39 and above &the Gate of 
Ephraim, by ®the Old Gate, by the Fish 
Gate, the Tower of Hananel and the 
Tower of the Hundred, as far as the 
Sheep Gate; and they stopped at the 
Gate of the Guard. Ne 8:16 * Ne 3:6 

40 Then the two choirs took their 
stand in the house of God. So did I 
and half of the officials with me; 

41 and the priests, Eliakim, Maa- 
seiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, 
Zechariah and Hananiah, with the 
trumpets; 

42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, 
Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, 
Elam and Ezer. And the singers sang, 
with Jezrahiah their leader, 

43 and on that day they offered 
great sacrifices and rejoiced because 
RGod had given them great joy, even 
the women and children rejoiced, so 
that the joy of Jerusalem was heard 
from afar. Ps 9:2: 92:4 

44 Onthat day ®men were also ap- 
pointed over the chambers for the 
stores, the contributions, the first 
fruits and the tithes, to gather into 
them from the fields of the cities the 
portions required by the law for the 
priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced 
over the priests and Levites who 
Tserved. Ne 13:4, 5, 12, 13 * Lit stood 

45 For they performed the ™wor- 
ship of their God and the service of 
purification, together with the singers 
and the gatekeepers in accordance 
with the command of David and of his 
son Solomon. Lit service * 1 Ch 25:1 
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46 For in the days of David and 
RAsaph, in ancient times, there were 
Rleaders of the singers, songs of 
praise and hymns of thanksgiving to 

od. 2 Ch 29:30 © 1 Ch 9:33 

47 So all Israel in the days of 
Zerubbabel and Nehemiah gave the 
portions due the singers and the gate- 
keepers Ras each day required, and 
Rset apart the consecrated portion for 
the Levites, and the Levites set apart 
the consecrated portion for the sons 
of Aaron. Ne 11:23 « Nu 18:21 


Foreigners Excluded 
l 2 that day they read aloud 
from the book of Moses in the 
hearing of the people; and there was 
found written in it that no Ammonite 
or Moabite should ever enter the as- 
sembly of God, Ne 9:3 © De 23:3-5; Ne 13:23 
2 because they did not meet the 
sons of Israel with bread and water, 
but hired Balaam against them to 
curse them. However, our God turned 
the curse into a blessing. 
3 So when they heard the law, 
Rthey excluded Rall foreigners from Is- 
rael. Ne 9:2; 10:28 ¢ Ex 12:38 


Tobiah Expelled and the Temple 
Cleansed 
4 Now prior to this, Eliashib the 
priest, }who was appointed over the 
chambers of the house of our God, 
being related to Tobiah, Ne 12:44 
5 had prepared a large room for 
him, where formerly they put the 
grain offerings, the frankincense, the 
utensils and the tithes of grain, wine 
and oil prescribed for the Levites, the 
singers and the gatekeepers, and the 
contributions for the priests. Nu 18:21 
6 But during all this time I was 
not in Jerusalem, for in 8the thirty- 
second year of ®Artaxerxes king of 
Babylon I had gone to the king. After 
some time, however, I asked leave 
from the king, Ne 5:14 « Ez 6:22 
7 and I came to Jerusalem and 
Tlearned about the evil that Eliashib 
had done for Tobiah, ®by preparing a 
room for him in the courts of the 
house of God. Or understood 
8 It was very displeasing to me, 
so I 8threw all of Tobiah’s household 
goods out of the room. Jo 2:13-16 
9 Then I gave an order and they 
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cleansed the rooms; and I returned 
there the utensils of the house of God 
with the grain offerings and the 
frankincense. 2 Ch 29:5, 15, 16 


Tithes Restored 
_ 10 Ialso discovered that the por- 
tions of the Levites had not been 
given them, so that the Levites and 
the singers who performed the serv- 
ice had gone away, "each to his own 
field. Or knew * De 12:19; Ne 10:37 ® Ne 12:28, 29 
11 Sol reprimanded the officials 
and said, “Why is the house of God 
forsaken?” Then I gathered them to- 
gether and restored them to their 
posts. Ne 13:17, 25 © Ne 10:39 
12 All Judah then brought 8the 
tithe of the grain, wine and oil into the 
storehouses. Ne 10:37; 12:44; Mal 3:10 
13 In charge of the storehouses I 
appointed Shelemiah the _ priest, 
Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the 
Levites, and in addition to them was 
Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of 
Mattaniah; for §they were considered 
_ reliable, and it was their task to dis- 
tribute to their kinsmen. Ne 7:2 
14 Remember me for this, O my 
God, and do not blot out my loyal 
deeds which I have performed for the 
house of my God and its services. 


Sabbath Restored 
15 In those days I saw in Judah 
some who were treading wine presses 
on the sabbath, and bringing in sacks 
of grain and loading them on don- 
keys, as well as wine, grapes, figs and 
all kinds of loads, and they brought 
them into Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day. So 8I admonished them on the 
day they sold food. Ne 9:29; 13:21 
16 Also men of Tyre were living 
Tthere who imported fish and all 
kinds of merchandise, and sold them 
to the sons of Judah on the sabbath, 
even in Jerusalem. Lit init 
17 Then 8I reprimanded the no- 
bles of Judah and said to them, “What 
is this evil thing you are doing, by pro- 
faning the sabbath day? Ne 13:11, 25 
18 “Did not your fathers do the 
same, so that our God brought on us 
and on this city all this trouble? Yet you 
are adding to the wrath on Israel by 
profaning the sabbath.” Ez 9:13; Je 17:21 
19 It came about that just as it 
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grew dark at the gates of Jerusalem 
before the sabbath, I commanded that 
the doors should be shut and that they 
should not open them until after the 
sabbath. Then I stationed some of my 
servants at the gates so that no load 
would enter on the sabbath day. 

20 Once or twice the traders and 
merchants of every kind of merchan- 
dise spent the night outside Jeru- 
salem. 

21 Then 8I Twarned them and said 
to them, “Why do you spend the night 
in front of the wall? If you do so again, 
I will use force against you.” From 
that time on they did not come on the 
sabbath. Ne 13:15 © Lit witnessed against 

22 And I commanded the Levites 
that they should purify themselves 
and come as gatekeepers to sanctify 
the sabbath day. For this also remem- 
ber me, O my God, and have compas- 
sion on me according to the greatness 
of Your lovingkindness. 


Mixed Marriages Forbidden 

23 In those days I also saw that 
the Jews had married women from 
RAshdod, Ammon and Moab. Ne 4:7 

24 As for their children, half 
spoke in the language of Ashdod, and 
none of them was able to speak the 
language of Judah, but the language 
of his own people. 

25 So ®I contended with them and 
cursed them and struck some of them 
and pulled out their hair, and made 
them swear by God, “You shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, nor 
take of their daughters for your sons 
or for yourselves. Ne 13:11, 17 * De 25:2 

26 “kDid not Solomon king of Is- 
rael sin regarding these things? ®Yet 
among the many nations there was no 
king like him, and he was loved by his 
God, and God made him king over all 
Israel; nevertheless the foreign women 
caused even him to sin. 1 Kill: 

27 “tDo we then hear about 
you that you have committed all this 
great evil ®by acting unfaithfully 
against our God by marrying foreign 
women?” Or Is it reported ¢ Ez 10:2; Ne 13:23 

28 Even one of the sons of Joiada, 
the son of Eliashib the high priest, 
was a son-in-law of 8Sanballat the 
Horonite, so I drove him away from 
me. Ne 2:10, 19; 4:1 
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29 RRemember them, O my God, 
because they have defiled the priest- 
hood and the ®covenant of the priest- 
hood and the Levites. Ne 6:14 © Nu 25:13 

30 ®Thus I purified them from 
everything foreign and appointed du- 
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ties for the priests and the Levites, 
each in his task, Ne 10:30 

31 and I arranged ®for the supply 
of wood at appointed times and for 
the first fruits. Remember me, O my 
God, for good. Ne 10:34 © Ne 13:14, 22 
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Author: Even though the author’s 
identity is not given in the text, 
itis obvious from the intimate 
knowledge of Persian customs 
and etiquette, the palace in 
Susa, and the details of the 
reign of King Ahasuerus, that 
the author lived in Persia dur- 
ing this period. The love ex- 
pressed here for the Jewish 
people and the author’s 
knowledge of Jewish customs 
further suggests Jewish au- 
thorship. It is also thought that 
this Persian Jew was either an 
eyewitness to the events or 
knew an eyewitness. It may be 
that this author had access to 
the detailed records kept by 
Mordecai. 


Time: c. 483-473 B.c. 
Key Verse: Es 4:14 


The Banquets of the King 
Now it took place in the days of 
RAhasuerus, the Ahasuerus who 
reigned ®from India to Ethiopia over 
R]27 provinces, Ez 4:6; Da 9:1 « Es 8:9 © Es 9:30 
2 in those days as King Aha- 
suerus &sat on his royal throne which 
was at the citadel in Susa, 1 Ki 1:46 
3 in the third year of his reign 
Rhe gave a banquet for all his princes 
and attendants, the army officers of 
Persia and Media, the nobles and the 
princes of his provinces being in his 
presence. Es 2:18 
4 TAnd he displayed the riches of 
his royal glory and the splendor of his 
great majesty for many days, 180 
days. Lit When 
5 When these days were com- 
pleted, the king gave a banquet last- 
ing seven days for all the people who 
were present at the citadel in Susa, 
from the greatest to the least, in the 
court of ®the garden of the king’s 
palace. Es 7:7, 8 


Theme: Esther is unique among the 
Scriptures for two reasons: 
God is not mentioned by 
name once, and the heroine is 
a woman who is part of the 
harem of a foreign king. The 
events of the book take place 
about 30 years before Ne- 
hemiah, after the temple in 
Jerusalem was rebuilt but be- 
fore the walls were refinished. 
Esther probably helped to 
pave the way for Nehemiah’s 
work. The book fits well within 
the tapestry of the Old Testa- 
ment. Just as in so many 
other Old Testament narra- 
tives, God provides the means 
to preserve His people in the 
face of a severe Crisis. It is still 
read aloud as part of the 
Purim celebration by Jewish 
people. 


6 There were hangings of fine 
white and violet linen held by cords 
of fine purple linen on silver rings and 
marble columns, and §couches of gold 
and silver on a mosaic pavement of 
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl 
and precious stones. Eze 23:41; Am 6:4 

7 Drinks were served in golden 
vessels of various kinds, and the royal 
wine was plentiful 8according to the 
king’s "bounty. Es 2:18 © Lit hand 

8 The drinking was done accord- 
ing to the law, there was no compul- 
sion, for so the king had given orders 
to each official of his household that 
he should do according to the desires 
of each person. 

9 Queen Vashti also gave a ban- 
quet for the women in the palace 
which belonged to King Ahasuerus. 


Queen Vashti’s Refusal 

10 On the seventh day, when the 
heart of the king was ®merry with 
wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
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Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, 
Zethar and Carkas, the seven eu- 
nuchs who served in the presence of 
King Ahasuerus, Ju 16:25 

11 to bring Queen Vashti before 
the king with her royal ®crown in 
order to display her beauty to the peo- 
ple and the princes, for she was beau- 
tiful. Es 2:17; 6:8 

12 But Queen Vashti refused to 
come at the king’s command deliv- 
ered by the eunuchs. Then the king 
became very angry and his wrath 
burned within him. 

13 Then the king said to ®the wise 
men who understood the times—for 
it was the custom of the king so to 
speak before all who knew law and 
justice Je 10:7; Da 2:2 © 1 Ch 12:32 

14 and were close to him: 
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tar- 
shish, Meres, Marsena and Memucan, 
the seven princes of Persia and Media 
Rwho had access to the king’s pres- 
ence and sat in the first place in the 
kingdom— 2 Ki 25:19; Ma 18:10 

15 “According to law, what is to be 
done with Queen Vashti, because she 
did not obey the command of King 
Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” 

16 In the presence of the king and 
the princes, Memucan said, “Queen 
Vashti has wronged not only the king 
but also all the princes and all the 
peoples who are in all the provinces 
of King Ahasuerus. 

17 “For the queen’s conduct will 
become known to all the women caus- 
ing them ‘to look with contempt on 
their husbands by saying, ‘King Aha- 
suerus commanded Queen Vashti to 
be brought in to his presence, but she 
did not come.’ Lit to despise...in their eyes 

18 “This day the ladies of Persia 
and Media who have heard of the 
queen’s conduct will speak in the 
same way to all the king’s princes, 
and there will be plenty of contempt 
and anger. 

19 “If it pleases the king, let a 
royal ‘edict be issued by him and let it 
be written in the laws of Persia and 
Media so that it cannot be repealed, 
that Vashti may no longer come into 
the presence of King Ahasuerus, and 
let the king give her royal position to 
another who is more worthy than 
she. Lit word go forth from ¢ Es 8:8; Da 6:8 
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20 “When the king’s edict which 
he will make is heard throughout all 
his kingdom, great as it is, then Rall 
women will give honor to their hus- 
bands, great and small.” Ep 5:22; Col 3:18 

21 This word pleased the king and 
the princes, and the king did as 
Memucan proposed. 

22 So he sent letters to all the 
king’s provinces, ®to each province 
according to its script and to every 
people according to their language, 
that every man should ®be the master 
in his own house and the one who 
speaks in the language of his own 
people. Es 3:12; 8:9 © Ep 5:22-24 


Vashti’s Successor Sought 
After these things }when the anger 
of King Ahasuerus had subsided, 
he remembered Vashti and what she 
had done and ®what had been de- 
creed against her. Es 7:10 ¢ Es 1:19, 20 
Then the king’s attendants, 
who served him, said, “Let beautiful 
young virgins be sought for the king. 

3 “Let the king appoint overseers 
in Rall the provinces of his kingdom 
that they may gather every beautiful 
young virgin to the citadel of Susa, to 
the harem, into the custody of SHegai, 
the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of 
the women; and ®let their cosmetics 
be given them. Es 1:1,2¢ Es 2:8, 15 * Es 2:9, 12 

4 “Then let the young lady who 
pleases the king be queen in place of 
Vashti.” And the matter pleased the 
king, and he did accordingly. 

5 Now there was at the citadel in 
Susa a Jew whose name was ®Morde- 
cai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, 
the son of Kish, a Benjamite, Es 3:2 

6 who had been taken into exile 
from Jerusalem with the captives who 
had been exiled with Jeconiah king of 
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon had exiled. 

7 He was bringing up Hadassah, 
that is ®Esther, his uncle’s daughter, 
for she had no father or mother. Now 
the young lady was beautiful of form 
and face, and when her father and her 
mother died, Mordecai took her as his 
own daughter. Es 2:15 


Esther Finds Favor 
8 So it came about when the 
command and decree of the king 
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were heard and many young ladies 
were gathered to the citadel of Susa 
into the custody of SHegai, that Esther 
was taken to the king’s palace into the 
custody of Hegai, who was in charge 
of the women. Es 2:3 © Es 2:3, 15 

_ 9 Now the young lady pleased 
him and found favor with him. So he 
quickly provided her with her 8cos- 
metics and food, gave her seven 
choice maids from the king’s palace 
and transferred her and her maids to 
the best place inthe harem. — £s2:3,12 

10 Esther did not make known 

her people or her kindred, for Morde- 
- cai had instructed her that she should 
not make them known. Es 2:20 

11 Every day Mordecai walked 
back and forth in front of the court of 
the harem to learn how Esther was 
and how she fared. 

12 Now when the turn of each 
young lady came to go in to King 
Ahasuerus, after the end of her twelve 
months under the regulations for the 
women—for the days of their beauti- 
fication were completed as follows: 
six months with oil of myrrh and six 
months with spices and the cosmetics 
for women— 

13 the young lady would go in to 
the king in this way: anything that she 
Tdesired was given her to take with 
her from the harem to the king’s 
palace. Lit said 

14 In the evening she would go in 
and in the morning she would return 
to the second harem, to the ‘custody 
of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who 
was in charge of the concubines. She 
would not again go in to the king un- 
less the king delighted in her and she 
was summoned by name. Lit hand 

15 Now when the turn of Esther, 
Rthe daughter of Abihail the uncle 
of Mordecai who had taken her as 
his daughter, came to go in to 
the king, she did not request any- 
thing except what *Hegai, the king’s 
eunuch who was in charge of 
the women, ‘advised. And Esther 
found favor in the eyes of all who 
saw her. Es 2:7; 9:29 * Es 2:3, 8 « Lit said 

16 So Esther was taken to King 
Ahasuerus to his royal palace in the 
tenth month which is the month 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his 
reign. 
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Esther Becomes Queen 
17 The king loved Esther more 
than all the women, and she found 
favor and kindness with him more 
than all the virgins, so that ®he set the 
royal crown on her head and made 
her queen instead of Vashti. Es 1:11 
18 Then 8the king gave a great 
banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his 
princes and his servants; he also 
made a holiday for the provinces and 
gave gifts according to the king’s 
bounty. Es 1:3 ¢ Es 1:7 
19 When the virgins were gath- 
ered together the second time, then 
Mordecai ®was sitting at the king’s 
gate. Es 2:3, 4 © Es 2:21; 3:2 
20 REsther had not yet made 
Known her kindred or her people, 
even as Mordecai had commanded 
her; for Esther did ?what Mordecai 
told her as she had done when under 
his care. Es 2:10 Lit the word of Mordecai ¢ Es 2:7 


Mordecai Saves the King 

21 In those days, while Mordecai 
was Sitting at the king’s gate, 
RBigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s 
officials from those who guarded the 
door, became angry and sought to lay 
hands on King Ahasuerus. Es 6:2 

22 But the plot became known to 
Mordecai and ®he told Queen Esther, 
and Esther ‘informed the king in 
Mordecai’s name. Es 6:1, 2 ¢ Lit told 

23 Now when the plot was investi- 
gated and found to be so, they were 
both hanged on a ¥gallows; and it was 
written in the Book of the Chronicles 
in the king’s presence. 


Haman’s Plot against the Jews 
After these events King Ahasuerus 
Rpromoted Haman, the son of 

Hammedatha ®the Agagite, and 8ad- 

vanced him and established his au- 

thority over all the princes who were 

with him. Es 5:11 © Es 3:10; 8:3 ¢ Es 5:11 

2 All the king’s servants who 
were at the king’s gate bowed down 
and paid homage to Haman; for so 
the king had commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai neither bowed 

down nor paid homage. Es 2:19; 5:9 

3 Then the king’s servants who 
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were at ®the king’s gate said to 
Mordecai, ““Why are you transgress- 
ing the king’s command?” £s 2:19 « Es 3:2 

4 Now it was when they had spo- 
ken daily to him and he would not lis- 
ten to them, that they told Haman to 
see whether Mordecai’s reason would 
stand; for he had told them that he 
was a Jew. 

5 When Haman _= saw _ that 
RMordecai neither bowed down nor 
paid homage to him, Haman was 
filled with rage. Es 5:9 

6 But he disdained to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone, for they had told 
him who the people of Mordecai 
were; therefore Haman ®sought to de- 
stroy all the Jews, the people of 
Mordecai, who were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. Ps 83:4 

7 Inthe first month, which is the 
month Nisan, in the twelfth year of 
King Ahasuerus, ‘Pur, that is the lot, 
was &cast before Haman from day to 
day and from month to month, until 
the twelfth month, that is the month 
Adar. Lit he cast Pur...before * Es 9:24-26 « Ez 6:15 

8 Then Haman said to King Aha- 
suerus, “There is a certain people 
scattered and dispersed among the 
peoples in all the provinces of your 
kingdom; &their laws are different 
from those of all other people and 
they do not observe the king’s laws, 
So it is not in the king’s interest to let 
them remain. Ez 4:12-15; Ac 16:20, 21 

9 “If it is pleasing to the king, let 
it be decreed that they be destroyed, 
and I will pay ten thousand talents of 
silver into the hands of those who 
carry on the king’s business, to put 
into the king’s treasuries.” Lit written 

10 Then the king took his signet 
ring from his hand and gave it to 
Haman, the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 

11 The king said to Haman, “The 
Silver is yours, and the people also, to 
do with them as you please.” 

12 Then the king’s scribes were 
summoned on the thirteenth day of 
the first month, and it was written just 
as Haman commanded to the king’s 
satraps, to the governors who were 
over each province and to the princes 
of each people, each province accord- 
ing to its script, each people accord- 
ing to its language, being written in 
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the name of King Ahasuerus and 
sealed with the king’s signet ring. 

13 Letters were sent by ®couriers 
to all the king’s provinces to destroy, 
to kill and to annihilate all the Jews, 
both young and old, women and chil- 
dren, in one day, the thirteenth day of 
the twelfth month, which is the month 
Adar, and to seize their possessions 
as plunder. 2 Ch 30:6; Es 8:10, 14 

14 A copy of the edict to be issued 
as law in every province was pub- 
lished to all the peoples so that they 
should be ready for this day. 

15 The couriers went out impelled 
by the king’s command while the de- 
cree was ‘issued at the citadel in 
Susa; and while the king and Haman 
sat down to drink, 8the city of Susa 
was in confusion. Lit given e Es 8:15 


Esther Learns of Haman’s Plot 
When Mordecai learned all that 
had been done, the tore his clothes, 

put on sackcloth and ashes, and went 

out into the midst of the city and 
wailed loudly and bitterly. Lit Mordecai 

2 He went as far as the king’s 
gate, for no one was to enter the 
king’s gate clothed in sackcloth. 

3 In each and every province 
where the command and decree of the 
king came, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, with ®fasting, weep- 
ing and wailing; and many lay on 
sackcloth and ashes. Es 4:16 

4 Then Esther’s maidens and her 
eunuchs came and told her, and the 
queen writhed in great anguish. And 
she sent garments to clothe Mordecai 
that he might remove his sackcloth 
from him, but he did not accept them. 

5 Then Esther summoned Ha- 
thach from the king’s eunuchs, whom 
Tthe king had appointed to attend 
her, and ordered him to go to Morde- 
cai to learn what this was and why it 
was. Lit he 

_ 6 So Hathach went out to Morde- 
cai to the city square in front of the 
king’s gate. 

7 Mordecai told him all that had 
happened to him, and the exact 
amount of money that Haman had 
promised to pay to the king’s treasur- 
ies for the destruction of the Jews. 

8 Healso gave him 8a copy of the 
text of the edict which had been is- 
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sued in Susa for their destruction, that 
he might show Esther and inform her, 
and to order her to go in to the king to 
implore his favor and to plead with 
him for her people. Es 3:14 
9 Hathach came back and re- 
lated Mordecai’s words to Esther. 

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach 
and ordered him to reply to Mordecai: 

11 “All the king’s servants and the 
people of the king’s provinces know 
that for any man or woman who 
Rcomes to the king to the inner court 
who is not summoned, ®he has but 
one law, that he be put to death, un- 
less the king holds out 8to him the 
golden scepter so that he may live. 
And I have not been summoned to 
come to the king for these thirty 
days.” Es 5:1; 6:4 © Da 2:9 ¢ Es 5:2; 8:4 

12 They related Esther’s words to 
Mordecai. 

13 Then Mordecai told them to 
reply to Esther, “Do not imagine that 
you in the king’s palace can escape 
any more than all the Jews. 

14 “For if you remain silent at this 
time, relief and ®deliverance will arise 
for the Jews from another place and 
you and your father’s house will per- 
ish. And who knows whether you 
have not attained royalty for such a 
time as this?” Le 26:42; 2 Ki 13:5 


Esther Plans to Intercede 

15 Then Esther told them to reply 
to Mordecai, 

16 “Go, assemble all the Jews who 
are found in Susa, and fast for me; do 
not eat or drink for ®three days, night 
or day. land my maidens also will fast 
in the same way. And thus I will go in 
to the king, which is not according to 
the law; and if I perish, I perish.” £s5:1 

17 So Mordecai went away and 
did just as Esther had commanded 
him. 


Esther Plans a Banquet 
Now it came about on the third day 
that Esther put on her royal robes 
and stood in the inner court of the 
king’s palace in front of the king’s 
rooms, and the king was sitting on his 
royal throne in the throne room, op- 
posite the entrance to the palace. 
2 When the king saw Esther the 
queen standing in the court, ®she ob- 
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tained favor in his sight; and 8the king 
extended to Esther the golden scepter 
which was in his hand. So Esther 
came near and touched the top of the 
scepter. Es 2:9 © Es 4:11; 8:4 

3 Then the king said to her, 
“What is troubling you, Queen Es- 
ther? And what is your request? 
Even to half of the kingdom it shall 
be given to you.” Es 7:2; Mk 6:23 

4 Esther said, “If it pleases the 
king, may the king and Haman come 
this day to the banquet that I have 
prepared for him.” 

5 Then the king said, “8Bring 
Haman quickly that we may do as Es- 
ther desires.” So the king and Haman 
came to the banquet which Esther 
had prepared. Es 6:14 

6 As they drank their wine at the 
banquet, ®the king said to Esther, 
“RWhat is your petition, for it shall be 
granted to you. And what is your re- 
quest? Even to half of the kingdom it 
shall be done.” Es 7:2 © Es 5:3 

7 So Esther replied, “My petition 
and my request is: 

8 Rif I have found favor in the 
sight of the king, and if it pleases the 
king to grant my petition and do what 
I request, may the king and Haman 
come to the banquet which I will pre- 
pare for them, and tomorrow I will do 
as the king says.” Es 7:3; 8:5 


Haman’s Pride 

9 Then Haman went out that day 
glad and pleased of heart; but when 
Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s 
gate and that he did not stand up or 
tremble before him, Haman was filled 
with anger against Mordecai. 

10 Haman controlled himself, 
however, went to his house and sent 
for his friends and his wife Zeresh. 

11 Then Haman recounted to 
them the glory of his riches, and the 
Rnumber of his sons, and every in- 
stance where the king had magnified 
him and how he had &®promoted him 
above the princes and servants of the 
king. Es 9:7-10 © Es 3:1 

12 Haman also said, “Even Esther 
the queen let no one but me come 
with the king to the banquet which 
she had prepared; and ®tomorrow 
also I am ‘invited by her with the 
king. Es 5:8 ¢ Lit summoned to her 
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13 “Yet all of this does not satisfy 
me every time I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the king’s gate.” Es 5:9 

14 Then Zeresh his wife and all 
his friends said to him, “Have a ‘gal- 
lows fifty cubits high made and in the 
morning ask the king to have Morde- 
cai hanged on it; then go joyfully with 
the king to the banquet.” And the ‘ad- 
vice pleased Haman, so he had the 
gallows made. Es 6:4; 7:9, 10 © Lit tree « Lit thing 


The King Plans to Honor 
Mordecai 
During that night ‘the king ®could 
not sleep so he gave an order to 
bring the book of records, the chron- 
icles, and they were read before the 
King. Lit the king’s sleep fled ¢ Da 6:18 © Es 2:23; 10:2 

2 It was found written what 
RMordecai had reported concerning 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the 
king’s eunuchs who were doorkeep- 
ers, that they had sought to lay hands 
on King Ahasuerus. Es 2:21, 22 

3 The king said, “What honor or 
dignity has been bestowed on Morde- 
cai for this?” Then the king’s servants 
who attended him said, “Nothing has 
been done for him.” 

4 So the king said, “Who is in the 
court?” Now Haman had just entered 
the outer court of the king’s palace in 
order to speak to the king about hang- 
ing Mordecai on the gallows which he 
had prepared for him. Es 4:11 

5 The king’s servants said to 
him, “Behold, Haman is standing in 
the court.” And the king said, “Let him 
come in.” 

6 So Haman came in and the 
king said to him, “What is to be done 
for the man whom the king desires to 
honor?” And Haman said to himself, 
“Whom would the king desire to 
honor more than me?” Es 6:7, 9, 11 

7 Then Haman said to the king, 
“For the man whom the king desires 
to honor, 

8 let them bring a royal robe 
which the king has worn, and &the 
horse on which the king has ridden, 
and on whose head 8a royal crown 
has been placed; 1 Ki 1:33 © Es 1:11; 2:17 

9 and let the robe and the horse 
be handed over to one of the king’s 
most noble princes and let them array 
the man whom the king desires to 
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honor and lead him on horseback 
through the city square, and pro- 
claim before him, ‘Thus it shall be 
done to the man whom the king de- 
sires to honor.” Ge 41:43 


Haman Must Honor Mordecai 

10 Then the king said to Haman, 
“Take quickly the robes and the horse 
as you have said, and do so for 
Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the 
king’s gate; do not fall short in any- 
thing of all that you have said.” 

11 So Haman took the robe and 
the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and 
led him on horseback through the city 
square, and proclaimed before him, 
“Thus it shall be done to the man 
whom the king desires to honor.” 

12 Then Mordecai returned to the 
king’s gate. But Haman hurried home, 
mourning, with his head covered. 

13 Haman recounted 8to Zeresh 
his wife and all his friends everything 
that had happened to him. Then his 
wise men and Zeresh his wife said to 
him, “If Mordecai, before whom you 
have begun to fall, is of Jewish origin, 
you will not overcome him, but will 
surely fall before him.” Es 5:10 

14 While they were still talking 
with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived 
and hastily brought Haman to the 
banquet which Esther had prepared. 


Esther’s Plea 
Now the king and Haman came to 
drink wine with Esther the queen. 
2 And the king said to Esther on 
the second day also as they drank 
their wine at the banquet, “What is 
your petition, Queen Esther? It shall 
be granted you. And what is your re- 
quest? Even to half of the kingdom it 
shall be done.” Es 5:6; 9:12 © Es 5:3 
3 Then Queen Esther replied, “®If 
I have found favor in your sight, O 
king, and if it pleases the king, let my 
life be given me as my petition, and 
my people as my request; Es 5:8; 8:5 
4 for §we have been sold, I and 
my people, to be destroyed, ®to be 
killed and to be annihilated. Now if 
we had only been sold as slaves, men 
and women, I would have remained 
silent, for the trouble would not be 
commensurate with the Tannoyance 
to the king.” Es 3:9 ¢ Es 3:13 © Or damage 
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5 Then King Ahasuerus tasked 
Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where 
is he, who would presume to do 
thus?” Lit said and said to 

6 Esther said, “RA foe and an 
enemy is this wicked Haman!” Then 
Haman became terrified before the 
king and queen. Es 3:10 


Haman Is Hanged 
7 The king arose in his anger 
from drinking wine and went into the 
palace garden; but Haman stayed to 
beg for his life from Queen Esther, for 
he saw that harm had been deter- 
mined against him by the king. £s1.12 
8 Now when the king returned 
from the palace garden into the place 
where they were drinking wine, 
Haman was falling on 8the couch 
where Esther was. Then the king said, 
“Will he even assault the queen with 
me in the house?” As the word went 
out of the king’s mouth, they covered 
Haman’s face. Es 1:6 
9 Then Harbonah, one of the eu- 
nuchs who were before the king said, 
“Behold indeed, the gallows standing 
at Haman’s house fifty cubits high, 
which Haman made for Mordecai 
Rwho spoke good on behalf of the 
king!” And the king said, “Hang him 
on it.” Es 5:14 ¢ Es 2:22 
10 ®So they hanged Haman on the 
Tgallows which he had prepared for 
Mordecai, Sand the king’s anger sub- 
sided. Ps 7:16; 94:23 © Lit tree « Es 7:7, 8 


Mordecai Promoted 
On that day King Ahasuerus gave 
the house of Haman, ®the enemy of 
the Jews, to Queen Esther; and 
Mordecai came before the king, for 
Esther had disclosed what he was to 
her. Es 7:6 © Es 2:7, 15 
2 ®The king took off his signet 
ring which he had taken away from 
Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And 
Esther set Mordecai over the house of 
Haman. Es 3:10 
3 Then Esther spoke again to the 
king, fell at his feet, wept and im- 
plored him to avert the evil scheme of 
Haman the Agagite and his plot 
which he had devised against the 


Ws. 
4 The king extended the golden 
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scepter to Esther. So Esther arose and 
stood before the king. Es 4:11; 5:2 

5. Then she said, “If it pleases 
the king and if I have found favor be- 
fore him and the matter seems proper 
to the king and | am pleasing in his 
sight, let it be written to revoke the 
Rletters devised by Haman, the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, which he 
wrote to destroy the Jews who are in 
all the king’s provinces. £s 5:8; 7:3 Es 3:13 

6 “For Show can I endure to see 
the calamity which will befall my peo- 
ple, and how can I endure to see the 
destruction of my kindred?”  £s7-4;9:1 

7 So King Ahasuerus said to 
Queen Esther and to Mordecai the 
Jew, “Behold, 8I have given the house 
of Haman to Esther, and him they 
have hanged on the gallows because 
he had stretched out his hands 
against the Jews. Es 8:1 


The King’s Decree Avenges the 
Jews 

8 “Now you write to the Jews as 
you see fit, in the king’s name, and 
seal it with the king’s signet ring; for 
a decree which is written in the name 
of the king and sealed with the king’s 
signet ring may not be revoked.” 

9 ®So the king’s scribes were 
called at that time in the third month 
(that is, the month Sivan), on the 
twenty-third day; and it was written 
according to all that Mordecai com- 
manded to the Jews, the satraps, the 
governors and the princes of the 
provinces which extended from 
India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to 
Revery province according to its 
script, and to every people according 
to their language as well as to the 
Jews according to their script and 
their language. — Es 3:12 + Es 1:1 « Es 1:22; 3:12 

10 He wrote in the name of King 
Ahasuerus, and sealed it with the 
king’s signet ring, and sent letters by 
couriers on ®horses, riding on steeds 
sired by the royal stud. 1 Ki 4:28 

11 In them the king granted the 
Jews who were in each and every city 
the right to assemble and to defend 
their lives, 8to destroy, to kill and to 
annihilate the entire army of any peo- 
ple or province which might attack 
them, including children and women, 
and to plunder their spoil, £s 9:2 + Es 3:13 
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12 on one day in all the provinces 
of King Ahasuerus, the thirteenth day 
of the twelfth month (that is, the 
month Adar). Es 3:13; 9:1 

13 8A copy of the edict to be ‘is- 
sued as law in each and every 
province was published to all the peo- 
ples, so that the Jews would be ready 
for this day to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. Es 3:14 « Lit given 

14 The couriers, hastened and im- 
pelled by the king’s command, went 
out, riding on the royal steeds; and the 
eee was given out at the citadel in 

usa. 

15 Then Mordecai went out from 
the presence of the king in royal 
robes of blue and white, with a large 
crown of gold and 8a garment of fine 
linen and purple; and the city of Susa 
shouted and rejoiced. Es 5:11 ¢ Ge 41:42 

16 For the Jews there was light 
and gladness and joy and honor. 

17 In each and every province and 
in each and every city, wherever the 
king’s commandment and his decree 
arrived, there was gladness and joy 
for the Jews, a feast and a "holiday. 
And many among the peoples of the 
land became Jews, for the dread of 
the Jews had fallen on them. Es 9:19 


The Jews Destroy Their Enemies 
Now 8&in the twelfth month (that is, 
the month Adar), on the thirteenth 

day when the king’s command and 

edict were about to be executed, on the 
day when the enemies of the Jews 
hoped to gain the mastery over them, it 
was turned to the contrary so that the 

Jews themselves gained the mastery 

over those who hated them. Es 8:12 

RThe Jews assembled in their 
cities throughout all the provinces of 

King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those 

who sought their harm; and no one 

could stand before them, ®for the 
dread of them had fallen on all the 

peoples. Es 8:11; 9:15-18 © Es 8:17 

3 Even all the princes of the 
provinces, ®the satraps, the governors 
and those who were doing the king’s 
business ‘assisted the Jews, because 
the dread of Mordecai had fallen on 
them. Ez 8:36 © Lit lifted up 

4 Indeed, Mordecai was great in 
the king’s house, and his fame spread 
throughout all the provinces; for the 
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man Mordecai ®became greater and 
greater. 2 Sa 3:1;1 Ch 11:9 

5 Thus the Jews struck all their 
enemies with the sword, killing and 
destroying; and they did what they 
pleased to those who hated them. 

6 At the citadel in Susa the Jews 
killed and destroyed five hundred 
men, 

7 and Parshandatha, Dalphon, 
Aspatha, 

8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 

9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and 
Vaizatha, 

10 the ten sons of Haman the son 
of Hammedatha, the Jews’ enemy; but 
Rthey did not lay their hands on the 
plunder. Es 5:11 ¢ Es 8:11 

11 On that day the number of 
those who were killed at the citadel in 
Susa 'was reported to the king. Lit came 

12 The king said to Queen Esther, 
“The Jews have killed and destroyed 
five hundred men and the ten sons of 
Haman at the citadel in Susa. What 
then have they done in the rest of the 
king’s provinces! Now what is your 
petition? It shall even be granted you. 
And what is your further request? It 
shall also be done.” Es 5:6; 7:2 

13 Then said Esther, “If it pleases 
the king, "let tomorrow also be 
granted to the Jews who are in Susa 
to do according to the edict of today; 
and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged 
on the gallows.” Es 8:11; 9:15 

14 So the king commanded that it 
should be done so; and an edict was 
issued in Susa, and Haman’s ten sons 
were hanged. 

15 The Jews who were in Susa as- 
sembled also on the fourteenth day of 
the month Adar and killed 8three hun- 
dred men in Susa, but they did not lay 
their hands on the plunder. Es 9:12 

16 Now &the rest of the Jews who 
were in the king’s provinces kassem- 
bled, to defend their lives and Trid 
themselves of their enemies, and kill 
75,000 of those who hated them: but 
they did not lay their hands on the 
plunder. Es 9:2 ¢ Le 26:7, 8; Es 8:11 ¢ Lit have rest from 

17 This was done on &the thir- 
teenth day of the month Adar, and 8on 
the fourteenth ‘day they rested and 
made it a day of feasting and rejoic- 

Es 9:1 ¢ Es 9:21 © Lit init 

18 But the Jews who were in Susa 
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Rassembled on the thirteenth and 8the 
fourteenth ‘of the same month, and 
they rested on the fifteenth "day and 
made it a day of feasting and rejoic- 
ing. Es 8:11; 9:2 © Es 9:21 « Lit in it © Lit in it 

19 Therefore the Jews of the rural 
areas, who live in ®the rural towns, 
make the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar a 8holiday for rejoicing and 
feasting and sending portions of food 
to one another. De 3:5: Ze 2:4 « Es 9:22 © Ne 8:10 


The Feast of Purim Instituted 

20 Then Mordecai recorded these 
events, and he sent letters to all the 
Jews who were in all the provinces of 
King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 

21 obliging them to celebrate the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar, 
and the fifteenth day 'of the same 
month, annually, Lit init 

22 because on those days the Jews 
rid themselves of their enemies, and it 
was a month which was 8turned for 
them from sorrow into gladness and 
from mourning into a ‘holiday; that 
they should make them days of feast- 
ing and rejoicing and sending por- 
tions of food to one another and gifts 
to the poor. Ps 30:11 Lit good day * Ne 8:12 

23 Thus the Jews undertook what 
they had started to do, and what 
Mordecai had written to them. 

24 For Haman the son of Hamme- 
datha, the Agagite, the adversary of 
all the Jews, had schemed against the 
Jews to destroy them and ®had cast 
Pur, that is the lot, to disturb them and 
destroy them. Es 3:7 

25 But }when it came to the king’s 
attention, he commanded by letter 
Rthat his wicked scheme which he had 
devised against the Jews, ®should re- 
turn on his own head and that he and 
his sons should be hanged on the gal- 
lows. Es.7:4-10 © Es 3:6-15 ® Ps 7:16 

26 Therefore they called these 
days Purim after the name of Pur. 
TAnd ®because of the instructions in 
this letter, both what they had seen in 
this regard and what had happened to 
them, Lit Therefore because of all the words * Es 9:20 

27 the Jews established and made 
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a custom for themselves and for their 
descendants and for Rall those who al- 
lied themselves with them, so that 
they would not fail to celebrate these 
two days according to their regulation 
and according to their appointed time 
annually. Es 8:17 

28 So these days were to be re- 
membered and celebrated throughout 
every generation, every family, every 
province and every city; and these 
days of Purim were not to fail from 
among the Jews, or their memory 
Tfade from their descendants. Lit ena 

29 Then Queen Esther, §daughter 
of Abihail, with Mordecai the Jew, 
wrote with full authority to confirm 
this second letter about Purim. £s2:15 

30 He sent letters to all the Jews, 
Rto the 127 provinces of the kingdom 
of Ahasuerus, namely, words of peace 
and truth, Es 1:1 

31 to establish these days of 
Purim at their appointed times, just as 
Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther 
had established for them, and just as 
they had established for themselves 
and for their ™descendants with in- 
structions for their times of fasting 
and their lamentations. Lit seed * Es 4:3 

32 The command of Esther estab- 
lished these customs for ®Purim, and 
it was written in the book. Es 9:26 


Mordecai’s Greatness 
l Now King Ahasuerus laid a trib- 
ute on the land and on the 
Rcoastlands of the sea. Is 11:11; 24:15 
2 And all the accomplishments 
of his authority and strength, and the 
full account of the greatness of 
Mordecai ®to which the king ad- 
vanced him, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Media and Persia? — &s 8:15; 9:4 
3 For Mordecai the Jew was ®sec- 
ond only to King Ahasuerus, and 
great among the Jews and in favor 
with his many kinsmen, Sone who 
sought the good of his people and one 
who spoke for the welfare of his 
whole nation. Ge 41:43, 44 « Ne 2:10 
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The author of Job is unknown 
and there are no textual hints 
as to his identity. The non- 
Hebraic cultural background 
may point to a Gentile author- 
ship, but an interesting school 
of thought maintains that 
Moses may have written this 
book. The land of Uz (1:1) is 
directly adjacent to Midian, 
where Moses lived for 40 
years. Perhaps the oldest 
book of the Bible, set in the 
time of the patriarchs (Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph), it is conceivable that 
Moses obtained a record of 
the dialogue left by Job or 
Elihu. 


Unknown 


Author: 


Time: 


Job’s Character and Wealth 
There was a man in the land of Uz 
whose name was Job; and that 
man was blameless, upright, fearing 
God and turning away from evil. 

2 RSeven sons and three daugh- 
ters were born to him. Job 42:13 

3 His possessions also were 
7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of 
oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very 
many servants; and that man was the 
greatest of all the men of the east. 

4 His sons used to go and hold a 
feast in the house of each one on his 
day, and they would send and invite 
their three sisters to eat and drink 
with them. 

5 When the days of feasting had 
completed their cycle, Job would send 
and consecrate them, rising up early 
in the morning and offering ®burnt of- 
ferings according to the number of 
them all; for Job said, “SPerhaps my 
sons have sinned and ®cursed God in 
their hearts.” Thus Job did continu- 
ally. Ge 8:20; Job 42:8 © Job 8:4 © 1 Ki 21:10, 13 

6 Now there was a day when the 
Rsons of God came to present them- 


Key Verse: Job 13:15 


Theme: There are many things that set 
Job apart from the rest of 
Scripture. Its dramatic format 
is unique. It is a story that is 
not part of the flow of the his- 
tory of Israel. And the the- 
matic focus is narrower than 
other books of its size. A clas- 
sic work of literature, its pri- 
mary subject matter is the 
most basic question man has 
of God: Why do we suffer? The 
Book of Job is the biblical text 
that addresses this issue head 
on, and the dramatic nature of 
the story intensifies the con- 
flict of ideas and understand- 
ing between God and man. 


selves before the Lorp, and *Satan 
also came among them. Job 2:1 Job 38:7 
7 The Lorp said to Satan, “From 
where do you come?” Then Satan an- 
swered the Lorp and said, “From 
roaming about on the earth and walk- 
ing around on it.” 1 Pe 5:8 
8 The Lorp said to Satan, “Have 
you considered My servant Job? For 
there is no one like him on the earth, 
Ra blameless and upright man, fear- 
ing God and turning away from evil.” 
9 Then RSatan answered the 
TLorpb, “Does Job fear God for noth- 
ing? Re 12:9f ¢ Lit Lorp and said 
10. “RHave You not made a hedge 
about him and his house and all that 
he has, on every side? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, and his 
Rpossessions have increased in the 
land. Job 29:2:6; Ps 34:7 * Job 31:25 © Job 1:3: 31:25 
11 “But put forth Your hand now 
and touch all that he has; he will 
surely curse You to Your face.” — Job 2:5 
12 Then the Lorp said to Satan, 
“Behold, all that he has is in your 


1:6 Le. the adversary, and so throughout chs 1 and 2 
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‘power, only do not put forth your 
hand on him.” So Satan departed from 
the presence of the Lorp. Lit hand 


Satan Allowed to Test Job 

13 Now on the day when his sons 
and his daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s 
house, 

14 a messenger came'to Job and 
said, “The oxen were plowing and the 
donkeys feeding beside them, 

15 and the Sabeans attacked and 
took them. They also slew the ser- 
vants with the edge of the sword, and 
TI alone have escaped to tell you.” 

16 While he was still speaking, an- 
other also came and said, “®The fire 
of God fell from heaven and burned 
up the sheep and the servants and 
consumed them, and | alone have es- 
caped to tell you.” Ge 19:24; Le 10:2; Nu 11:1-3 

17 While he was still speaking, an- 
other also came and said, “The 
RChaldeans formed three bands and 
made a raid on the camels and took 
them and ‘slew the servants with the 
edge of the sword, and I alone have 
escaped to tell you.” Ge 11:28, 31 « Lit smote 

18 While he was still speaking, an- 
other also came and said, “Your sons 
and your daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s 
house, 

19 and behold, a great wind came 
from across the wilderness and struck 
the four corners of the house, and it 
fell on the young people and they 
died, and J alone have escaped to tell 
you.” 

20 Then Job arose and tore his 
robe and shaved his head, and he fell 
to the ground and worshiped. 

21 He said, 

“RNaked I came from my 

mother’s womb, 

And naked I shall return 
there. 

The ®Lorp gave and the Lorp 
has taken away. 

Blessed be the name of the 
LORD.” —s_Ec.5:15 © 1 Sa_2:7, 8; Job 2:10 

22 ®Through all this Job did not 
sin nor did he blame God. Job 2:10 


Job Loses His Health 
ape there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present them- 
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selves before the Lorp, and Satan 
also came among them to present 
himself before the Lorp. Job 1:6-8 

The Lorp said to Satan, 
“Where have you come from?” Then 
Satan answered the Lorp and said, 
“From roaming about on the earth 
and walking around on it.” 

3 The Lorp:said to Satan, “Have 
you considered My servant Job? For 
there is no one like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man fearing 
God and turning away from evil. And 
he still Sholds fast his integrity, al- 
though you incited Me against him to 
Truin him without cause.” Job 27:5, 6 

4 Satan answered the Lorp and 
said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man 
has he will give for his life. 

5 “However, put forth Your hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh; 
he will curse You to Your face.” 

6 Sothe Lorp said to Satan, “Be- 
hold, he is in your "power, only spare 
his life.” Lit hand 

7 Then Satan went out from the 
presence of the Lorp and smote Job 
with sore boils from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head. 

8 And he took a potsherd to 
scrape himself while he was sitting 
among the ashes. 

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do 
you still hold fast your integrity? 
Curse God and die!” 

10 But he said to her, “You speak 
as one of the foolish women speaks. 
Shall we indeed accept good from 
God and not accept adversity?” In all 
this Job did not sin with his lips. 

11 Now when Job’s three friends 
heard of all this adversity that had 
come upon him, they came each one 
from his own place, Eliphaz the ®Te- 
manite, Bildad the RShuhite and 
Zophar the Naamathite; and they 
made an appointment together to 
come to sympathize with him and 
comfort him. Ge 36:11; Job 6:19; Je 49:7 ° Ge 25:2 

12 When they lifted up their eyes 
at a distance and did not recognize 
him, they raised their voices and 
wept. And each of them tore his robe 
and they threw dust over their heads 
toward the sky. Job 1:20 

13 ®Then they sat down on the 
ground with him for seven days and 
seven nights with no one speaking a 
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word to him, for they saw that his pain 
was very great. Ge 50:10; Eze 3:15 


Job’s Lament 
Afterward Job opened his mouth 
and cursed the day of his birth. 

2 And Job Tgaid, Lit answered and said 
3 “RLet the day perish on which I 
was to be born, 
And the night which said, ‘A 
boy is conceived.’ Je 20:14-18 
4 “May that day be darkness; 
Let not God above care for it, 
Nor light shine on it. 
5 “Let 8darkness and black 
gloom claim it; 
Let a cloud settle on it; 
Let the blackness of the day 
terrify it. Je 13:16 
6 “As for that night, let darkness 
seize it; 
Let it not rejoice among the 
days of the year; 
Let it not come into the 
number of the months. 
7 “Behold, let that night be 
barren; 
Let no joyful shout enter it. 
8 “Let those curse it who curse 
the day, 
Who are 'prepared to 8rouse 
Leviathan. © orskillful Job 41:1, 25 
9 “Let the stars of its twilight be 
darkened; 
Let it wait for light but have 
none, 
And let it not see the 
Tbreaking dawn; Lit eyelids 
10 Because it did not shut the 
opening of my mother’s 


womb, 
Or hide trouble from my eyes. 


11 “8Why did I not die at birth, 
Come forth from the womb 
and expire? Job 10:18, 19 
12 “Why did the knees receive me, 
And why the breasts, that I 
should suck? 
13 “For now I would have lain 
down and been quiet; 
I would have slept then, I 
would have been at rest 
14 With ®kings and with 
Rcounselors of the earth, 
Who rebuilt ruins for 
themselves; Job 12:18 « Job 12:17 
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15 Or with 8princes }who had 


old, 
Who were filling their houses 
with Silver. Job 12:21 + Job 27:16, 17 
16 “Or like'a miscarriage which is 
Tdiscarded, I would not be, 
As infants that never saw 
light. Lit hidden 
17 “There the wicked cease from 
raging, 
And there the ‘weary are at 
Rrest. Lit weary of strength ¢ Job 17:16 
18 “The prisoners are at ease 
together; 
They do not hear the voice of 
the taskmaster. 
19 “The small and the great are 
there, 
And the slave is free from his 
master. 


20 “Why is light given to him who 
suffers, 
And life to the bitter of soul, 
21 Who &long for death, but there 
is none, 
And dig for it more than for 
Rhidden treasures, Re 9:6 « Pr 2:4 
22 Who rejoice greatly, 
And exult when they find the 
grave? 
23 “Why is light given to a man 
Rwhose way is hidden, 
And whom 8God has hedged 
in? Job 19:6, 8, 12 ¢ Job 19:8; Ps 88:8; La 3:7 
24 “For my groaning comes at the 
sight of my food, 
And ®my cries pour out like 
water. Job 6:7; 33:20 ¢ Job 30:16; Ps 42:4 
25 “For what I fear comes upon 


me, 
And what I dread befalls me. 
26 “I Ram not at ease, nor am I 
quiet, 
And I am not at rest, but 
turmoil comes.” Job 7:13, 14 


Eliphaz: 
Innocent Do Not Suffer 
Then Eliphaz the Temanite Tan- 
swered, Lit answered and said 
2 “If one ventures a word with 
you, will you become 
impatient? 
But ®who can refrain "from 
speaking? Job 32:18-20 « Lit in words 
3 “Behold you have admonished 
many, 


t 
; 
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And you have strengthened 
weak hands. 
4“Your words have Thelped the 
tottering to stand, 
And you have strengthened 
feeble knees. Lit caused 
5 “But now it has come to you, 
and you fare impatient; 
It 8touches you, and you are 
dismayed. Job 6:14 © Job 19:21 
6 “Is not your F8fear of God ®your 
confidence, 
And the integrity of your ways 
your hope? Job 1:1 « Pr 3:26 


7 “Remember now, who ever 
perished being innocent? 
Or where were the upright 
destroyed? Job 8:20; 36:6, 7; Ps 37:25 
8 “According to what I have seen, 
those who plow iniquity 
And those who sow trouble 
harvest it. 
9 “By the breath of God they 
perish, 
And by the blast of His anger 
they come to an end. 
10 “The ®roaring of the lion and 
the voice of the fierce lion, 
And the teeth of the young 
lions are broken. Job 5:15; Ps 58:6 
11 “The 8lion perishes for lack of 


prey, 
And the whelps of the lioness 
are scattered. Job 29:17; Ps 34:10 


12 “Now a word 8was brought to 
me stealthily, 
And my ear received a 
whisper of it. Job 4:12-17; 33:15-18 
13 “Amid disquieting thoughts 
from the visions of the 
night, 
When deep sleep falls on men, 
14 Dread came upon me, and 
trembling, 
And made ‘all my bones 
shake. Lit the multitude of 
15 “Then a spirit passed by my 


face; 
The hair of my flesh bristled 


up. 
16 “It stood still, but I could not 
discern its appearance; 
A form was before my eyes; 
There was silence, then I 
heard a voice: 
17 ‘Can mankind be just "before 
God? 


JOB 5:8 


Can a man be pure before his 
Maker? Job 9:2; 25:4 © Lit from 
18 ‘8He puts no trust even in His 
servants; 
And against His angels He 
charges error. Job 15:15 
19 ‘How much more those who 
dwell in houses of clay, 
Whose ®foundation is in the 
dust, 
Who are crushed before the 
moth! Ge 2:7; 3:19; Job 22:16 
20 ‘RBetween morning and 
evening they are broken in 
pieces; 
cheer ste they ®perish 
forever. Job 14:2 © Job 14:20; 20:7 
21 ‘Is not their ®tent-cord plucked 
up within them? 
They die, yet 8without 
Wisdom.’ — Job 8:22 « Job 18:21; 36:12 


God Is Just 
“Call now, is there anyone who will 
answer you? 
And to which of the 8holy 
ones will youturn? © Job 15:15 
2 “For anger slays the foolish 
man, 
And jealousy kills the simple. 
3 “I have seen the foolish taking 


root, 
And I cursed his abode 
immediately. Job 24:18; 31:30 
4 “His sons are far from safety, 
They are even foppressed in 
the gate, 
And there is no deliverer. Job 4:11 
5 “His harvest the hungry devour 
And take it to a place of 


thorns, 
And the 8schemer is eager for 
their wealth. Job 18:8-10; 22:10 


y* 6 “For 8affliction does not come 
from the dust, 
Nor does trouble sprout from 
the ground, Job 15:35 
7 For §man is born for trouble, 
As sparks fly upward. — Job 14:1 


8 “But as for me, I would ®seek 


God, 
And I would place my cause 
before God; Job 13:2, 3; Ps 50:15 


4:6 Or reverence 4:15 Or breath passed over 
5:4 Lit crushed %% 5:6-9 


JOB 5:9 


9 Who does great and 
unsearchable things, 
Wonders without number. 
10 “He gives rain on the earth 
And sends water on the 
fields, 
11 So that ®He sets on high those 
who are lowly, 
And those who mourn are 


lifted to safety. Job 22:29; 36:7 
12 “He ®frustrates the plotting of 
the shrewd, 


So that their hands cannot 
attain success. Ps 33:10 
13 “He captures the wise by their 
own shrewdness, 
And the advice of the cunning 
is quickly thwarted. 
14 “By day they ®meet with 
darkness, 
And grope at noon as in the 
Night. Job 12:25; 15:30; 18:18; 20:26; 24:13 
15 “But He saves from ®the sword 
of their mouth, 
And the poor from the hand of 
the mighty. Job 4:10, 11; Ps 35:10 
16 “So the helpless has hope, 
And ®unrighteousness must 
shut its mouth. Ps 107:42 


y* 17 “Behold, how happy is the 
man whom God reproves, 
So do not despise the 
discipline of the Almighty. 
18 “For He inflicts pain, and ‘gives 


relief; 
He wounds, and His hands 
also heal. Lit binds 


19 “TFrom six troubles ®He will 
deliver you, 
Even in seven ®evil will not 
touch yOu. Lit Ine Ps 34:19 « Ps 91:10 
20 “In 8famine He will redeem you 
from death, 
And 8in war from the power of 
the sword. Ps 33:19; 37:19 « Ps 144:10 
21 “You will be hidden from the 
scourge of the tongue, 
And you will not be afraid of 
violence when it comes. 
22 “You will Rlaugh at violence 
and famine, 
And you will not be afraid of 
wild beasts. Job 8:21 
23 “For you will be in league with 
the stones of the field, 
And the beasts of the field will 
be at peace with you. 


560 


24 “You will know that your ®tent 
is secure, 
For you will visit your abode 
and fear no loss. Job 8:6 
25 “You will know also that your 
Rdescendants will be many, 
And your offspring as the 
grass of the earth. Ps 112:2 
26 “You will .come to the grave in 


full vigor, — - 
Like the stacking of grain in 
its season. Job 42:17 


27 “Behold this; we have 
investigated it, and so it is. 
Hear it, and know for 
yourself.” Lit answered and said 


Job’s Friends Are No Help 
Then Job answered 


2 “Oh that my grief were actually 
weighed 
And laid in the balances 
together with my calamity! 
3 “For then it would be ®heavier 
than the sand of the seas; 
Therefore my words have 
been rash. Job 23:2 
4 “For the arrows of the 
Almighty are within me, 
Their poison my spirit drinks; 
The ®terrors of God are 
arrayed against me. Job 30:15 
5 “Does the ®wild donkey bray 
over his grass, 
Or does the ox low over his 
fodder? Job 39:5-8 
6 “Can something tasteless be 
eaten without salt, 
Or is there any taste in the 
white of an egg? 
7 “My soul ®refuses to touch 


them; 
They are like loathsome food 
to me. Job 3:24; 33:20 


8 “Oh that my request might 
come to pass, 
And that God would grant my 
longing! 
9 “Would that God were willing 
to crush me, 
That He would loose His hand 
and cut me off! 
10 “But it is still my consolation, 


Y 5:17-27 
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And I rejoice in unsparing 
pain, 

That I have not denied 
the words of the Holy 


ne. 
11 “What is my strength, that I 
should wait? 
And what is my end, that I 
should endure? Job 21:4 
12 “Is my strength the strength of 
stones, 
Or is my flesh bronze? 
13 “Is it that my "help is not 
within me, 
And that deliverance is driven 
from me? Job 26:2 


14 “For the despairing man there 
should be kindness from his 
friend; 

So that he does not 
forsake the fear of the 
Almighty. 

15 “My brothers have acted 

Rdeceitfully like a 'wadi, 
Like the torrents of wadis 
which vanish, Je 15:18 « Or brooks 


ice 
And into which the snow 
Tmelts. Lit hides itself 
17 “When they become waterless, 
they are silent, 
When it is hot, they vanish 
from their place. Job 24:19 
18 “The paths of their course wind 
along, 
They go up into nothing and 
perish. 
19 “The caravans of ’Tema looked, 
The travelers of Sheba hoped 
for them. Ge 25:15; Is 21:14; Je 25:23 
20 “They ®were ‘disappointed for 
they had trusted, 
They came there and were 
confounded. Je 14:3 Lit ashamed 
21 “Indeed, you have now become 
such, 
RYou see a terror and are 
afraid. 
22 “Have I said, ‘Give me 
something,’ 
Or, ‘Offer a bribe for me from 
your wealth,’ 
23 Or, ‘Deliver me from the hand 
of the adversary, 
Or, ‘Redeem me from the hand 
of the tyrants’? 


Ps 38:11 
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24 “Teach me, and ®I will be silent; 
And show me how I have 
erred. Ps 39:1 
25 “How painful are honest 
words! 
But what does your argument 


prove? 
26 “Do you intend to reprove my 
words, 
When the words of one in 
despair belong to the wind? 
27 “You would even cast lots for 
the orphans 
And barter over your friend. 
28 “Now please look at me, 
And see if I lie to your face. 
29 “Desist now, let there be no 


injustice; 
Even desist, my righteousness 
is yet in it. 
30 “Is there injustice on my 
tongue? 
Cannot ®my palate discern 
Tcalamities? — Job 12:11 Or words 


Job’s Life Seems Futile 
16 Which are turbid because of 7 


“Is not man forced to labor 
on earth, 
And are not his days like the 
days of 8a hired man? Job 14:6 
2 “As a slave who pants for the 
shade, 
And as a hired man who 
eagerly waits for his wages, 
3 So am] allotted months of 
vanity, 
And ®nights of trouble are 
appointed me. Job 16:7 
4 “When I 8lie down I say, 
‘When shall I arise?’ 
But the night continues, 
And I am continually tossing 
until dawn. De 28:67; Job 7:13, 14 
5 “My flesh is clothed with 
worms and a crust of dirt, 
My skin hardens and runs. 
6 “My days are ®swifter than a 
weaver’s shuttle, 
And come to.an end without 
hope. 


7 “Remember that my life 8is but 
breath; 
My eye will not again see 
good. Job 7:16; Ps 78:39; Jam 4:14 
8 “The Reye of him who sees me 
will behold me no longer; 


JOB 7:9 


Your eyes will be on me, but 81 
will not be. Job 8:18; 20:9 « Job 7:21 
9 “When a cloud vanishes, it is 
gone, 
So he who goes down to Sheol 
does not come up. 
10 “He will not return again to his 


house, | 
Nor will 8his place know him 
anymore. Job 8:18; 20:9; 27:21, 23 


11 “Therefore I will not restrain 
my mouth; 
I will speak in the anguish of 
my spirit, 
I will complain in the 
bitterness of my soul. 
12 “Am I the sea, or the sea 
monster, 
That You set a guard over 


me: 
13 “If I say, ‘“SMy bed will comfort 
me, 
My couch will Tease my 
complaint,’ Job 7:4; Ps 6:6 © Lit bear 
14 Then You frighten me with 
dreams 
And terrify me by visions; 
15 So that my soul would choose 
suffocation, 
Death rather than my pains. 
16 “I }waste away; I will not live 
forever. 
Leave me alone, for my days 
are but a breath. Job 6:9; 9:21 
17 “What is man that You magnify 


him, 
And that You ‘are concerned 
about him, Lit set Your heart on 


18 That You examine him every 
morning 
And try him every moment? 
19 “Will You never turn Your gaze 
away from me, 
Nor let me alone until I 
swallow my spittle? 
20 “RHave I sinned? What have I 
done to You, 
O ®watcher of men? 
Why have You set me as Your 
target, 
So ype Iam a burden to 
self? Job 35:3, 6 © Ps 36:6 
A Why t hen Rdo You not pardon 
my transgression 
And take away my iniquity? 
vin fd I will 8lie down in the 
ust; 
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And You will seek me, but I 
will not be.” Job 9:28; 10:14 « Job 10:9 


ee Says God Rewards the 


00 
Then Bildad the Shuhite ‘an- 
swered, Lit answered and said 
2 “How long will you say these 
things, 
And the ®words of your mouth 
be a mighty wind? Job 6:26 
3 “Does God pervert justice? 
Or does 'the Almighty pervert 
what is right? Heb Shaddai 
4 “Rif your sons sinned against 


im, 

Then He delivered them into 
the power of their 
transgression. Job 1:5, 18, 19 

5 “If you would seek God 

And implore the compassion 

of the Almighty, Job 5:17-27 
6 If you are pure and upright, 

Surely now ®He would rouse 
Himself for you 

And restore your righteous 
estate. Job 22:27; 34:28; Ps 7:6 

7 “Though your beginning was 
insignificant, 

Yet your ®end will increase 
greatly. Job 42:12 


8 “Please inquire of past 
generations, 

And consider the things 
searched out by their 
fathers. De 4:32; 32:7; Job 15:18; 20:4 

9 “For we are only of yesterday 
and know nothing, 

Because ®our days on earth 
are as a Shadow. Job 14:2 

10 “Will they not teach you and 
tell you, 

And bring forth words from 
their minds? 


11 “Can the papyrus grow up 
without a marsh? 
Can the rushes grow without 
water? 
12 “While it is still green and not 
cut down, 
Yet it withers before any other 
Tplant. Lit reed 
13 “So are the paths of Rall who 
forget God; 
And the hope of the godless 
will perish, Ps 9:17 
14 Whose confidence is fragile, 
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And whose trust a ®spider’s 
Tweb. Is 59:5, 6 © Lit house 
15 “He trusts in his Rhouse, but it 
does not stand; 
He holds fast to it, but it does 
not endure. Job 8:22: 27:18: Ps 49:11 
16 “He 8thrives before the sun, 
And his shoots spread out 
over his garden. Ps 37:35; Je 11:16 
17 “His scons wrap around a rock 
pue, 
He grasps a house of stones. 
18 “If he is removed from his 


place, 
Then it will deny him, saying, 
‘RT never saw you.’ Job 7:8 
19 “Behold, ®this is the joy of His 


Way; 
ites - of the dust others will 
Job 20:5 
20 “Lo, RGod ‘will not reject aman 
of integrity, 
Nor ®will He support the 
evildoers. Job 4:7 * Job 21:30 
21 “He will yet fill your mouth 
with laughter 
And your lips with shouting. 
22 “Those who hate you will be 
Rclothed with shame, 
And the tent of the wicked 


will be no longer.” Ps 132:18 
Job Says There Is No Arbitrator 
between God and Man 


Then Job answered, 


2 “In truth I know that this is so; 
But how can a man be in the 
right before God? | Job 4:17; 25:4 
3 “If one wished to dispute with 
Him, 
He could not answer Him 
once in a thousand times. 
4 “Wise in heart and ®mighty in 


strength, 
Who has defied Him without 
harm? Job 9:19; 23:6 


5 “RIt is God who removes the 
mountains, they know not 
how, 

When He overturns them in 
His anger; Job 9:5-10; 26:6-14; 41:11 

6 Who shakes the earth out of 
its place, 

And its 8pillars tremble; Ps 75:3 

7 Who commands the sun not to 
shine, 

And sets a seal upon the stars; 


JOB 9:22 


8 Who alone stretches out the 
heavens 
And tramples down the waves 
of the sea; 
9 Who makes the ®Bear, Orion 
and the Pleiades, 
And the chambers of the 
south; — Job 38:31, 32; Am 5:8 « Job 37:9 
10 Who 8does great things, 


unfathomable, 
And wondrous works without 
number. Job 5:9 


11 “Were He to pass by me, I 
would not see Him; 
Were He to move past me, I 
would not perceive Him. 
12 “Were He to snatch away, who 
could restrain Him? 
Who could say to Him, ‘What 
are You doing?’ Job 10:7; 11:10 


13 “God will not turn back His 
anger; 
Beneath Him crouch the 
helpers of Rahab. 
14 “How then can 8] Tanswer 
Him, 
And choose my words before 
Him? Job 9:3, 32 ¢ Or plead my case 
15 “For though I were right, I 
could not answer; 
I would have to 8implore the 
mercy of my judge. Job 8:5 
16 “If I called and He answered 


me, 
I could not believe that He 
was listening to my voice. 
17 “For He ®bruises me with a 
tempest 
And multiplies my wounds 
without Cause. Job 16:12, 14; 30:22 
18 “He will not allow me to get 


my breath, 
But saturates me with 
bitterness. Job 7:19; 10:20 


19 “If it is a matter of power, 
Rpehold, He is the strong 
one! 

And if it is a matter of justice, 
who can summon Him? Job 9:4 

20 “8Though I am righteous, my 

mouth will condemn me; 
Though I am guiltless, He will 
declare me guilty. Job 9:15 

21 “Iam &®guiltless; 

I do not take notice of myself; 
I despise my life. Job 1:1; 12:4; 13:18 
22 “It is all one; therefore I say, 


JOB 9:23 


‘He ®destroys the guiltless and 
the wicked.’ Job 10:7, 8 
23 “If the scourge kills suddenly, 
He ®mocks the despair of the 
innocent. Job 24:12 
24 “The earth is given into the 
hand of the wicked; 
He covers the faces of its 
judges. 
If it is not He, then who is it? 


25 “Now ®my days are swifter 
than a runner; 

aoe flee away, ®they see no 

Job 7:6 * Job 7:7 
26 “They ‘slip by like ®reed boats, 

Like an 8eagle that swoops on 

its Prey. Is 18:2 © Job 39:29; Hab 1:8 
27 “Though I say, ‘I will forget my 
complaint, 

I will leave off my sad 
countenance and be 
cheerful,’ Job 7:11 

28 Iam afraid of all my pains, 
I know that ®You will not 
acquit Me. Job 3:25 Job 7:21; 10:14 
29 “I am accounted wicked, 
Why then should I toil in vain? 
30 “If I should 8wash myself with 
snow 

a po bir Rmy hands with 

Je 2:22 © Job 31:7 
31 Yet You would plunge me into 
the pit, 

And my own clothes would 
abhor me. 

32 “For He is not aman as Iam 
that 3] may answer Him, 

That we may go to court 
together. — Ec 6:10 Job 9:3; Ro 9:20 

33 “There is no 8umpire between 


US, 
Who may lay his hand upon 
us both. 1 Sa 2:25; Job 9:19: Is 1:18 
34 “Let Him 8remove His rod from 


me, 
And let not dread of Him 
terrify me. Job 13:21 
35 “Then I }would speak and not 
fear Him; 
But I am not like that in 


myself. Job 13:22 


Job Despairs of God’s Dealings 
l 07 loathe my own life; 
I will give full vent to kmy 
complaint; 
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I will speak in the bitterness 
of my soul. Job 7:16 © Job 7:11 
2 “I will say to God, ‘8Do not 
condemn me; 
Let me know why You contend 
with me. Job 9:29 
3 ‘Is it right for You indeed to 
oppress, 
To reject the labor of Your 
hands, 
And to look favorably on the 
schemes of the wicked? 
4 ‘Have You eyes of flesh? 
Or do You see as a man sees? 
5 ‘Are Your days as the days of a 
mortal, 
a, pee: years aS man’s 
Job 36:26 
6 That eYou should seek for my 
guilt 
And search after my sin? Job 14:16 
7 ‘According to Your knowledge 
RT am indeed not guilty, 
Yet there is no deliverance 
from Your hand. Job 9:21; 13:18 


8 ‘Your hands fashioned and 
made me altogether, 
And would You destroy me? 
9 ‘Remember now, that You have 
made me as &clay; 
And would You ®turn me into 
dust again? Job 4:19; 33:6 © Job 7:21 
10 ‘Did You not pour me out like 
milk 
And curdle me like cheese; 
11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, 
And knit me together with 
bones and sinews? 
w* 12 “You have ®granted me life 
and lovingkindness; 
And Your care has preserved 
my spirit. Job 33:4 
13 ‘Yet these things You have 
concealed in Your heart; 
I know that this is within You: 
14 IfIsin, then You would ®take 
note of me, 
And ®would not acquit me of 
my guilt. Job 7:20 ¢ Job 7:21; 9:28 
15 ‘If lam wicked, woe to me! 
And if I am righteous, I dare 
not lift up my head. 
I am sated with disgrace and 
conscious of my misery. 
16 ‘Should my head be lifted up, 


% 40:12 
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You would hunt me like a 
lion; 

And again You would show 
Your power against me. 

17 ‘You renew ®Your witnesses 

against me 

And increase Your anger 
toward me; 

RHardship after hardship is 
with me. Ruth 1:21; Job 16:8 ¢ Job 7:1 


18 ‘“Why then have You brought 
me out of the womb? 
Would that I had died and no 
eye had seen me! Job 3:11-13 
19 ‘I should have been as though I 
had not been, 
Carried from womb to tomb.’ 
20 “Would He not let my few 
days alone? 
Withdraw from me that I may 
have a little cheer Job 14:1 
21 Before I go—and I shall not 
return— 
RTo the land of darkness and 
deep shadow, Ps 88:12 
22 The land of utter gloom as 
darkness itself, 
Of deep shadow without 


order, 
And which shines as the 
darkness.” 
Zophar Rebukes Job 
Then Zophar the Naamathite 
Tanswered, Lit answered and said 
2 “Shall a multitude of words go 
unanswered, 
And a talkative man be 
acquitted? Job 8:2; 15:2; 18:2 
3 “Shall your boasts silence 
men? 
And shall you ®scoff and none 
rebuke? Job 17:2; 21:3 


4 “For you have said, ‘My 
teaching is pure, 
pp R] am innocent in your 
} yes.’ Job 6:10 ¢ Job 10:7 
5 “But ate that God might 
speak, 
And open His lips against you, 
6 And show you the secrets of 
wisdom! 
For sound wisdom 8has two 


sides. 
Know then that God forgets a 
part of your iniquity. Job 9:4 


JOB 11:20 


7 “Can you discover the depths 
of God? 
Can you discover the limits of 
the Almighty? 
8 “They are ®high as the heavens, 
what can you do? 
Deeper than Sheol, what can 


you know? Job 22:12; 35:5 
9 “Its measure is longer than the 
earth 


And broader than the sea. 
10 “If He passes by or shuts up, 
Or calls an assembly, }who 
can restrain Him? Job 9:12 
11 “For He knows false men, 
And He sees iniquity without 
investigating. 
12 “An idiot will become 
intelligent 
When the foal of a ®wild 
donkey is born a 
man. Job 39:5 
yw 13 “If you would direct your 
heart right 
And spread out your hand to 
Him, Job 5:17-27; 11:13-20 
14 If iniquity is in your hand, 
Rout it far away, 
And do not let wickedness 
dwellin your tents; — Job 22:23 
15 “Then, indeed, you could ®lift 
up your face without moral 
defect, 
And you would be steadfast 
and not fear. Job 22:26 
16 “For you would forget your 
trouble, 
As waters that have passed by, 
you would remember it. 
17 “Your life would be ®brighter 
than noonday; 
Darkness would be like the 
morning. Job 22:26 
18 “Then you would trust, because 
there is hope; 
And you would look around 
and rest securely. 
19 “You would lie down and none 
would disturb you, 
And many would ®entreat 
your favor. Is 45:14 © Lit face 
20 “But the eyes of the wicked will 


ail, 
And there will be no escape 
for them; 


¥% 11:13-18 
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And their 8hope is to breathe 
their last.” Job 8:13 


Job Chides His Accusers 
Then Job responded, 


2 “Truly then you are the people, 
And with you wisdom will die! 
3 “But 8] have intelligence as 
well as you; 
Iam not inferior to you. 
And who does not know such 
things as these? Job 13:2 
4 “T am a 8joke to my friends, 
The one who called on God 
and He answered him; 
The just and blameless man is 
a joke. Job 17:6; 30:1, 9, 10; 34:7 
5 “He: ae is at ease holds 
calamity in contempt, 
As prepared for those whose 
feet slip. 
6 “The 8tents of the destroyers 
prosper, 
And those who provoke God 
Rare secure, 
Whom God brings into their 
power. Job 9:24; 21:7-9 ¢ Job 24:23 


7 “But now ask the beasts, and 
let them teach you; 
And the birds of the heavens, 
and let them tell you. 
8 “Or speak to the earth, and let 
it teach you; 
And let the fish of the sea 
declare to you. 
9 “Who among all these does not 
know 
That 8the hand of the Lorp 
has done this, Is 41:20 
10 ®In whose hand is the life of 
every living thing, 
And ®the breath of all 
mankind? = Ac 17:28 « Job 27:3; 33:4 
11 “Does not the ear test words, 
As the palate tastes its food? 
12 “Wisdom is with kaged men, 
With long life is 
understanding. Job 15:10; 32:7 
Job Speaks of the Power of God 
13 “With Him are wisdom and 


Rmight; 
To Him belong counsel and 
understanding. — Job9:4¢ Job 9:4 


14 “Behold, He tears down, and it 
cannot be rebuilt; 
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He imprisons a man, and 
there can be no release. 
15 “Behold, He restrains the 
waters, and they dry up; 
And He sends them out, and 
they inundate the earth. 
16 “With Him are strength and 
sound wisdom, 
The misled and the misleader 
belong to Him. Job 13:7, 9 
17 “He makes counselors walk 
barefoot 
And makes fools of judges. 
18 “He loosens the "bond of kings 
And binds their loins with a 
girdle. Ps 116:16 Or discipline 
19 “He makes priests walk 
barefoot 
sah overthrows the secure 
nes. Job 24:22; 34:24-28; 35:9 
20 “He. deprives the trusted ones 
of speech 
And takes away the 
discernment of the elders. 
21 “He 8pours contempt on nobles 
And 8loosens the belt of the 
strong. Job 34:19; Ps 107:40 ¢ Job 12:18 
22 “He reveals mysteries from 
the darkness 
And brings the deep darkness 
into light. Da 2:22; 1 Co 4:5 
23 “He ®makes the nations great, 
then destroys them; 
He enlarges the nations, then 
leads them away. Is 9:3: 26:15 
24 “He ®deprives of intelligence 
the chiefs of the earth’s 
people 
And makes them wander in a 
pathless waste. Job 12:20 
25 “They ®grope in darkness with 
no light, 
And He makes them stagger 
like a drunken man. © Job5:14 


Ae Raye His Friends’ Proverbs 
Are Ashes 


l Qn my eye has seen all 


My ear has heard and 
understood it. Job 12:9 
2 “What you know I also know; 
I am not inferior to you. Job 12:3 


3 “But 81 would speak to the 
Almighty, 
And I desire to argue with 
God. Job 13:22; 23:4 * Job 13:15 
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4 “But you 8smear with lies; 
You are all worthless 
physicians. Ps 119:69 © Je 23:32 
5 “O that you would be 
completely silent, 
And that it would become 
your wisdom! 
6 “Please hear my argument 
And listen to the contentions 
of my lips. 
7 “Will you speak what is unjust 
for God, 
And speak what is deceitful 
for Him? Job 27:4 
8 “Will you show partiality for 
Him? 
Will you contend for God? 
9 “Will it be well when He 
examines you? 
Or 8will you deceive Him as 
one deceives a man? Job 12:16 
10 “He will surely reprove you 
If you secretly §show 
partiality. Job 13:8; 32:21; 34:19 
11 “Will not His ‘majesty terrify 


you, 
And the dread of Him fall on 
you: Job 31:23 © Lit exaltation 
12 “Your memorable sayings are 
proverbs of ashes, 
Your defenses are defenses of 


clay. 
Job Is Sure He Will Be 
Vindicated 
13 “Be silent before me so that I 
may speak; 
sepa a come on me what 
Job 13:5 
14 “Why ' should I take my flesh in 
my teeth 
And 8put my life in my 
Thands? Ps 119:109 * Lit palm 


15 “8Though He slay me, 
I will hope in Him. 
Nevertheless I will argue my 
ways before Him. Job 7:6 
16 “This also will be my salvation, 
For a godless man may not 
come before His presence. 
17 “Listen carefully to my speech, 
ae let my declaration fill 
our ears. 
18 “Behold oe I have prepared 
my 
I ie that RT will be 
vindicated. Job 9:21; 10:7; 12:4 
19 “23Who will contend with me? 
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For then I would be silent and 
Rdie. Is 50:8 © Job 7:21; 10:8 


20 “Only two things do not do to 
me, 
Then I will not hide from Your 


ace: 
21 RRemove Your hand from me, 
And let not the dread of You 
terrify me. Job 9:34; Ps 39:10 
22 “Then call, and 8] will answer; 
Or let me speak, then reply to 
me. Job 9:16; 14:15 
23 “RHow many are my iniquities 
and sins? 
Make known to me my 
rebellion and my sin.  Job7:21 
24 “Why do You 8hide Your face 
And consider me Your 
ENeMy? Ps 13:1; 44:24; 88:14; Is 8:17 
25 “Will You cause a &driven leaf 
to tremble? 
Or will You pursue the dry 
Rchaff? Le 26:36 © Job 21:18 
26 “For You write ®bitter things 
against me 
And make me to inherit the 
iniquities of my youth. Job 9:18 
27 “You put my feet in the stocks 
And watch all my paths; 
You 'set a limit for the soles of 
my feet, Job 33:11 ¢ Lit carve for 
28 While "I am decaying like a 
Rrotten thing, 
Like a garment that is moth- 
eaten. Lit he is © Job 2:7 


ge Bhs of the Finality of 


1 Aen who is born of woman, 
Is short-lived and ®full of 
turmoil. Job 5:7 * Ec 2:23 
2 “Like a flower he comes forth 
and withers. 
He also flees like 8a shadow 
and does not remain. Job 8:9 
3 “You also open Your eyes on 
him 
And bring him into judgment 
with Yourself. 
4 “RWho can make the clean out 
of the unclean? 
No one! Job 15:14; 25:4; Ps 51:5 
5 “Since his days are determined, 
The ®number of his months is 
with You; 
And his limits You have set so 
that he cannot pass. © Job 21:21 
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6 “8Jurn Your gaze from him that 
he may rest, 
Until he fulfills his day like a 
hired man. Job 7:19; Ps 39:13 


7 “For there is hope for a tree, 
When it is cut down, that it 
will sprout again, 
And its shoots will not fail. 
8 “Though its roots grow old in 
the ground 
And fe stump dies in the dry 
soi 
9 At the scent of water it will 
flourish 
And put forth sprigs like a 
plant. 
10 “But ®man dies and lies 
prostrate. 
Man expires, and where is 
h ? Job 3:13; 14:10-15 ¢ Job 13:9 
11 “As Rwater Tevaporates from 
the sea, 
Anda river becomes parched 
and dried UD, Is 19:5 ¢ Lit disappears 
12 So man lies down and does 
not rise. 
Until the heavens are no 
longer, 
He will not awake nor be 
aroused out of his sleep. 


13 “Oh that You would hide me in 
Sheol, 
That You would conceal me 
until Your wrath returns to 
You, 
That You would set a limit for 
me and remember me! 
14 “If a man dies, will he live 
again? 
All the days of my struggle I 
will wait 
Until my change comes. 
15 “You will call, and I will answer 


Ou; 
You will long for 8the work of 
Your hands. Job 10:3 
16 “For now You number my steps, 
You do not observe my sin. 
17 “My transgression is sealed up 
in a bag, 


And You 'wrap up my iniquity. 


18 “But the falling mountain 
Tcrumbles away; 
And the rock moves from its 
place; Lit withers 
19 Water wears away stones, 
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Its torrents wash away the 
dust of the earth; 
So You destroy man’s hope. 
20 “You forever overpower him 
and he ®departs; 
You change his appearance 
and send him away. _Job 4:20 
21 “His sons achieve honor, but he 
does not know it; 
Or they become insignificant, 
but he does not perceive it. 
22 “But his "body pains him, 
And he mourns only for 


himself.” Lit flesh 


Eliphaz Says Job Presumes Much 
l Then Eliphaz the Temanite 're- 
sponded, Lit answered and said 
2 “Should a wise man answer 
with windy knowledge 
RAnd fill "himself with the 
east wind? Job 6:26 « Lit his belly 
3 aig he argue with useless 
talk, 
Or with words which are not 
profitable? 
4 “Indeed, you do away with 
Treverence 
And hinder meditation before 
God. Lit fear 
5 “For 8your guilt teaches your 
mouth, 
And you choose the language 
of ®the crafty. Job 22:5 « Job 5:12, 13 
6 “Your own mouth condemns 
you, and not I; 
And your own lips testify 
against you. Job 18:7 
7 “Were you the first man to be 
born, 
Or were you brought forth 
before the hills? 
8 “Do you hear the secret 
counsel of God, 
And limit wisdom to yourself? 
9 “RWhat do you know that we 


do not know? 
What do you understand that 
we do not? Job 12:3; 13:2 


10 “Both the gray-haired and the 
aged are among us, 
Older than your father. 
11 “Are ®the consolations of God 
too small for you, 
Even the word spoken gently 
with you? Job 5:17-19; 36:15, 16 
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12 “Why does your heart carry 
you away? 

And why do your eyes flash, 

13 That you should turn your 
‘spirit against God 

And allow such words to go 
out of your mouth? 

14 “What is man, that khe should 
be pure, 

Or he who is born of a 
woman, that he should be 
righteous? Job 14-4; Pr 20:9; Ec 7:20 

15 “Behold, He puts no trust in His 
Rholy ones, 

And the heavens are not pure 

in His sight; Job 5:1 © Job 25:5 
16 How much less one who is 
Rdetestable and corrupt, 

Man, who Fdrinks iniquity like 

water! Ps 14:1 ¢ Job 34:7; Pr 19:28 


What Eliphaz Has Seen of Life 
17 “I will tell you, listen to me; 
And what I have seen I will 
also declare; 
18 What wise men have told, 
And have not concealed from 
Rtheir fathers, Job 8:8; 20:4 
19 To whom alone the land was 
given, 
And no alien passed among 
them. 
20 “The wicked man writhes in 
pain all his days, 
And numbered are the years 
stored up for the ruthless. 
21 “Sounds of terror are in his 
ears; 
While at peace the destroyer 
comes upon him. 
22 “He does not believe that he 
will return from darkness, 
And he is destined for ®the 
Sword. Job 19:29; 27:14; 33:18; 36:12 
23 “He wanders about for food, 
saying, ‘Where is it?’ 
He knows that a day of 
darkness is at hand. | 
24 DS and anguish terrify 
im, 
They overpower him like a 
king ready for the attack, 
25 Because he has stretched out 
his hand against God 
And conducts himself 
Rarrogantly against ‘the 
Almighty. Job 36:9» Heb Shaddai 
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26 “He rushes headlong at Him 
With his massive shield. 
27 “For he has 8covered his face 


with his fat 
And made his thighs heavy 
with flesh. Ps 73:7; 119:70 
28 “He has lived in desolate 
cities, 
In houses no one would 
inhabit, 


Which are destined to become 
Truins. Job 3:14; Is 5:8, 9 e Or heaps 
29 “He 8will not become rich, nor 
will his wealth endure; 
And his grain will not bend 
down to the ground. Job 27:16, 17 
30 “He will not escape from 
darkness; 
The flame will wither his 
shoots, 
And by &the breath of His 
mouth he will go away. Job 4:9 
31 “Let him not trust in 
emptiness, deceiving 


himself; 
For emptiness will be his 
reward. Job 35:13; Is 59:4 


32 “It will be accomplished 
Rbefore his time, 
And his palm ®branch will not 
be green. Job 22:16; Ec 7:17 * Job 18:16 
33 “He will drop off his unripe 
grape like the vine, 
And will ®cast off his flower 
like the olive tree. Job 14:2 
34 “For the company of ®the 
godless is barren, 
And fire consumes ®the tents 
of the corrupt. Job 8:13 « Job 8:22 
35 “They conceive ‘mischief and 
bring forth iniquity, 
And their mind prepares 
deception.” Ps 7:14; Is 59:4 ¢ Or pain 


Job Says Friends Are Sorry 
Comforters 
Then Job answered, 


2 “I have heard many such 
things; 
Sorry comforters are you all. 
3 “Is there no limit to }windy 
words? 
Or what plagues you that you 
answer? Job 6:26 
4 “I too could speak like you, 
If I were in your place. 
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I could compose words 
against you 
And shake my head at you. 
5 “I could strengthen you with 
my mouth, 
And the solace of my lips 
could lessen your pain. 


Job Says God Shattered Him 
6 “If speak, ®my pain is not 


lessened, 
And if I hold back, what has 
left me? Job 9:27, 28 


7 “But now He has ®exhausted 


me; 

You have laid waste all my 

Company. Job 7:3 ¢ Job 16:20; 19:13-15 
8 “You have shriveled me up, 

RIt has become a witness; 

And my leanness rises up 
against me, 

It testifies to my face. —_ Job 10:17 

9 “His anger has torn me and 
hunted me down, 

He has gnashed at me with 
His teeth; 

My adversary glares at me. 

10 “They have gaped at me with 
their mouth, 

They have slapped me on the 
cheek with contempt; 

They have massed themselves 
against me. 

11 “God hands me over to ruffians 

And tosses me into the hands 
of the wicked. 

12 “I was at ease, but "He 
shattered me, 

And He has grasped me by the 
neck and shaken me to 
pieces; 

He has also set me up as His 
Rtarget. Job 9:17 « Job 7:20; La 3:12 

13 “His arrows surround me. 

Without mercy He splits my 
kidneys open; 

He pours out ®my gall on the 

Ground. Job 6:4; 19:12; 25:3 « Job 20:25 
14 “Hel breaks through me with 
breach after breach; 

He runs at me like a warrior. 

15. “I have sewed ®sackcloth over 


my skin 
And ®thrust my horn in the 
ust. Ge 37:34; Ps 69:11 © Ps 7:5 
16 “My face is flushed from 
Rweeping, 
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RAnd deep darkness is on my 
eyelids, Job 16:20 Job 24:17 
17 Although there is no violence 
in my hands, 
And 8my prayer is pure. 


18 “O earth, do not cover my 


Job 27:4 


ood, 
And let there be no resting 
place for my Cry. ; 
19 “Even now, behold, my witness 
is in heaven, 
And my advocate is on high. 
20 “My friends are my scoffers; 
RMy eye weeps to God. _Job 17:7 
yA a ae aman might plead with 
O 
As aman with his neighbor! 
22 “For when a few years are past, 
I shall go the way of no 


return. Job 3:13 


the stip He Has Become a 


17 ave spirit is broken, my days 
are extinguished, 
The grave is ready for me. 
2 “RSurely mockers are with me, 
And my eye gazes on their 
provocation. Job 12:4; 17:6 


3 “Lay down, now, a pledge ®for 
me with Yourself; 
Who is there that will be my 
guarantor? Ps 119:122; Is 38:14 
4 “For You have ®kept their heart 
from understanding, 
Therefore You will not exalt 
em. Job 12:20 
5 “He who. 8informs against 
friends for a share of the 


spoil, 
The eyes of his children also 
will languish. Le 19:13, 16 + Job 11:20 


6 “But He has made mea 
Rbyword of the people, 
And I am one at whom men 
S Job 17:2 
7 “My eye has also grown ®dim 
because of grief, 
And all my members are as a 
shadow. Job 16:16 * Job 16:8 
8 “The inant will be appalled 
at this, 
And the innocent will stir up 
himself against the godless. 
9 “Nevertheless ®the righteous 
will hold to his way, 
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And ®he who has clean hands 
will grow stronger and 
stronger. Pr 4:18 © Job 22:30; 31:7 

10 “But come again all of you now, 

For I §do not find a wise man 
among you. 

11 “My days are past, my plans 
are torn apart, 

Even the wishes of my heart. 

12 “They make night into day, 
saying, 

‘The light is near,’ in the 

presence of darkness. 
Belt f nt for "Sheol as my 


hom 
I Tmake my bed in the 
darkness; Job 3:13 ¢ Lit spread out 
14 If I call to the 8pit, ‘You are my 
father’; 
To the worm, ‘my mother and 
my sister’; Job 7:5; 13:28; 30:30 
15 Where now is my hope? 
And who regards my hope? 
16 “Will it go down with me to 
Sheol? 
Shall we together §go down 
into the dust?” Job 3:17; 21:33 


Bildad Speaks of the Wicked 


Then Bildad the Shuhite ‘re- 
sponded, Lit answered and said 
2 “How long will you hunt for 
words? 
Show understanding and then 
we can talk. 
3 “Why are we ®regarded as 
beasts, 
As stupid in your eyes? Ps 73:22 
4 “O Tyou who tear yourself in 
your anger— 
For your sake is the earth to 
be abandoned, 
Or the rock to be moved from 
its place? Lit he...tears himself...his 


5 “Indeed, the light of the wicked 
goes out, 
And the flame of his fire gives 
no light. 
6 “The light in his tent is 
Rdarkened, 
And his lamp goes out above 
him. Job 12:25 
7 “His vigorous stride is 
shortened, 
And his own scheme brings 
him down. Job 15:6 
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8 “For he is thrown into the net 
by his own feet, 
And he steps on the webbing. 
9 “A snare seizes him by the heel, 
And atrap snaps shut on him. 
10 “A noose for him is hidden in 
the ground, 
And a trap for him on the 


path. 
11 “All around terrors frighten 
him, 
And harry him at every step. 
12 “His strength is ®famished, 
And calamity is ready at his 
side. Is 8:21 
13 “His skin is devoured by 
disease, 
The firstborn of death 
Rdevours his limbs. Ze 14:12 
14 “He is 8torn from the security 
of his tent, 
And they march him before 
the king of terrors. Job 8:22; 18:6 
15 “There dwells in his tent 
nothing of his; 
RBrimstone is scattered on his 
habitation. Ps 11:6 
16 “His ®roots are dried below, 
And his branch is cut off 
above. 1s 5:24; Ho 9:16; Am 2:9; Mal 4:1 
17 “Memory of him perishes from 
the earth, 
And he has no name abroad. 
18 “He is driven from light ®into 
darkness, 
And chased from the 
inhabited world. Job 5:14; Is 8:22 
19 “He has no 8offspring or 
posterity among his people, 
Nor any survivor where he 
sojourned. Job 27:14, 15; Is 14:22 
20 “Those in the west are appalled 
at his fate, 
And those in the east are 
seized with horror. 
21 “Surely such are the dwellings 
of the wicked, 
And this is the place of him 
who does not know God.” 


Job Feels Insulted 


Then Job responded, 


2 “How long will you torment me 
And crush me with words? 
3 “These ten times you have 
insulted me; 
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You are not ashamed to wrong 


me. 
4 “Even if I have truly erred, 
My error lodges with me. 
5 “If indeed you vaunt yourselves 
against me 
And prove my disgrace to me, 
6 Know then that ®God has 
wronged me 
And has closed His net around 
me. Job 16:11; 27:2 


Everything Is against Him 
7 “Behold, 81 cry, ‘Violence!’ but I 
get no answer; 
I shout for help, but there is no 
justice. Job 9:24; 30:20, 24; Hab 1:2 
8 “He has ®walled up my way so 
that I cannot pass, 
And He has put darkness on 


my paths. Job 3:23; La 3:7, 9 
9 “He has ®stripped my honor 
from me 


And removed the crown from 
my head. Job 12:17, 19; Ps 89:44 
10 “He ®breaks me down on every 
side, and I am gone; 
And He has uprooted my hope 
like a tree. Job 12:14 
11 “He has also ®kindled His 
anger against me 
And considered me as His 
enemy. Job 16:9 * Job 13:24; 33:10 
12 “His troops come together, 
And build up their way 
against me 
And camp around my 
tent. 


13 “He has 8removed my brothers 
far from me, 
And my acquaintances are 
completely estranged from 
me. Job 16:7; Ps 69:8 
14 “My relatives have failed, 
And my intimate friends have 
forgotten me. Job 19:19 
15 “Those who live in my house 
and my maids consider me 
a stranger. 
I am a foreigner in their 
sight. 
16 “I call to my servant, but he 
does not answer; 
I have to implore him with my 
mouth. 
17 “My breath is Toffensive to my 
wife, 
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And I am loathsome to my 
own brothers. Lit strange 
18 vets ae children despise 


I ae up and they speak 
against me. 
19 “All my associates abhor 


me, 
And those I love have turned 
against me. Ps 38:11; 55:12, 13 
20 “My bone clings to my skin and 
my flesh, 
And I have escaped only by 
the skin of my teeth. 
21 “Pity me, pity me, O you my 
friends, 
For the Shand of God has 
struck me. Job 1:11; Ps 38:2 
22 “Why do you ®persecute me as 
God does, 
And are not satisfied with my 
flesh? Job 13:24, 25; 16:11; 19:6; Ps 69:26 


Job Says, 
“My Redeemer Lives” 
23 “Oh that my words were 
written! 
Oh that they were Rinscribed 
in a book! Is 30:8; Je 36:2 
24 “That with an iron stylus and 
lead 
They were engraved in the 
rock forever! 
wv 25 “As for me, I know that my 
Redeemer lives, 
And at the last He will take 
His stand on the earth. 
26 “Even after my skin “is 
destroyed, 
Yet from my flesh I shall see 
Go d; Lit which they have cut off 
27 Whom I myself shall behold, 
And whom my eyes will see 
and not another. 
My heart faints within me! 
28 “If you say, ‘How shall we 
persecute him?’ 
And ‘What pretext for a case 
against him can we find?’ 
29 “Then be afraid of the sword 
for yourselves, 
For wrath brings the 
punishment of the sword, 
So that you may know there is 
judgment.” Job 15:22 


% 19:25-27 
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Zophar Says, “The. Sh eben of 


the Wicked Is Sho 


Then Zophar the Naamathite 
Tanswered, Lit answered and said 
2 “Therefore my disquieting 
thoughts make me 
Trespond, 
Even because of my inward 

a gitation. fi Lit return 

3 “I (etc to ®the reproof 
which insults me, 


And the spirit of my 
understanding makes me 
answer. Job 19:3 

4 “Do eas know this from ®of 
old, 

From the establishment of 
man on earth, Job 8:8 


5 That the 8triumphing of the 
wicked is short, 
And the joy of the godless 
momentary? Job 8:12, 13; Ps 37:35, 36 
6 “Though his loftiness 8reaches 
the heavens, 
And his head touches the 
clouds, Is 14:13, 14; Ob 3, 4 
7 He perishes forever like his 
refuse; 
Those who have seen him will 
say, ‘Where is he?’ 
8 “He flies away like a dream, 
and they cannot find him; 
Even like a vision of the night 
he is chased away. Ps 73:20; 90:5 
9 “The Reye which saw him sees 
him no longer, 
And 8his place no longer 
beholds him. Job 7:8; 8:18 « Job 7:10 
10 “His sons favor the poor, 
And his hands give back his 
wealth. Job 5:4; 27:14 
11 “His bones are full of his 
youthful vigor, 
But it lies down with him Tin 


the dust. Job 21:23, 24 * Lit on 
12 “Though &evil is sweet in his 
mouth 
And he hides it under his 
tongue, Job 15:16 


13 Though he desires it and will 
not let it go, 
But holds it in his mouth, 
14 Yet his food in his stomach is 
changed 
To the 'venom of cobras 
within him. Lit gall 
15 “He swallows riches, 
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But will }vomit them up; 
God will expel them from his 
e Job 20:10, 20, 21 
16 “He sucks the poison of cobras; 
The viper’s tongue slays him. 
17 “He does not look at ®the 
streams, 
The rivers flowing with honey 


and curds. De 32:13, 14; Job 29:6 
18 “He returns what he has 
attained 


And cannot swallow it; 
As to the riches of his trading, 
He cannot even enjoy them. 
19 “For he has oppressed and 
forsaken the poor; 
He has seized a house which 
he has not built. Job 24:2-4; 35:9 


20 “Because he knew no quiet 
Twithin him, 
He does not retain anything 
he desires. Lit in his belly ¢ Ec 5:13-15 
21 “Nothing remains for him to 


devour, ' 
Therefore ®his prosperity does 
not endure. Job 15:29 


22 “In the fullness of his plenty he 
will be cramped; 
The 8hand of everyone who 
suffers will come against 
him. Job 5:5 
23 “When he Ffills his belly, 
God will send His fierce anger 
on him 
And will rain it on him while 
he is eating. Job 20:13, 14 
24 “He may ®flee from the iron 


weapon, 
But the bronze bow will 
pierce him. Is 24:18; Am 5:19 


25 “It is drawn forth and comes 
out of his back, 
Even the glittering point from 
Rhis gall. 
Terrors come upon him, Job 16:13 
26 Complete ®darkness is held in 
reserve for his treasures, 
And unfanned ®fire will 
devour him; 
It will consume the survivor in 
his tent. Job 18:18 * Job 15:30; Ps 21:9 
27 “The ®heavens will reveal his 
iniquity, 
And the earth will rise up 
against him. De 31:28; Is 26:21 
28 “The ®increase of his house will 
depart; 
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His possessions will flow 
away in the day of His 
ange 1 De 28:31 ¢ Job 20: 15; 21:30 
29 “This is the wicked man’s 
Rportion from God, 
Even the heritage decreed to 
him by God.” Job 27:13; 31:2, 3 


Job Says God Will Deal with the 
icked 
2 d [ees Job answered, 


2 “Listen carefully to my speech, 
And let this be your way of 
consolation. 
3 “Bear with me that I may 
speak; 
Then after I have spoken, you 
may ®mock. Job 11:3; 17:2 
4 “As for me, is kmy complaint to 
man? 
And 8why should I not be 
impatient? Job 7:11 ¢ Job 6:11 
5 “Look at me, and be 
astonished, 
And 8put your hand over your 
mouth. — Jw 18:19; Job 13:5; 29:9; 40:4 
6 “Even when I remember, I am 
disturbed, 
And ®horror takes hold of my 
flesh. Ps 55:5 
7 “Why do the wicked still live, 
Continue on, also become 
very powerful? Job 12:19 
8 “Their descendants are 
established with them in 


their sight, 
And their offspring before 
their eyes, Ps 17:14 


9 Their houses 8are safe from 


fear, 
And the rod of God is not on 
them. Job 12:6 
10 “His ox mates 'without fail; 
His cow calves and does not 
abo rt. Lit and does not fail 
11 “They send forth their little 
ones like the flock, 
And their children skip about. 
12 “They ‘sing to the timbrel and 


harp 
And rejoice at the sound of 
the flute. Lit lifted up the voice 
13 “They ®spend their days in 
prosperity, 
And suddenly they go down to 
Sheol. Job 21:23; 36:11 


14 “They, say to God, ‘Depart from 
us! 
We do not even desire the 
knowledge of Your ways. 
15 ‘Who is the Almighty, that we 
should serve Him, 
And what would we gain if 
we entreat Him?’ — Job 22:17; 34:9 
16 “Behold, their prosperity is not 


in their hand; 
The counsel of the wicked is 
far from me. Job 22:18 


17 “How often is the lamp of the 
wicked put out, 
Or does their calamity fall on 
them? 
Does God apportion 
destruction in His anger? 
18 “Are they as straw before the 


wind, 
And like chaff which the 
storm carries away? 
19 “You say, ‘God stores away 'a 
man’s iniquity for his sons,’ 
Let ‘God repay him so that he 
may know it. Lit his ¢ Lit Him 
20 “Let his own eyes see his decay, 
And let him drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty. 
21 “For what does he care for his 
household Fafter him, 
When the number of his 
months is cut off? 
22 “Can anyone ®teach God 
knowledge, 
In that He judges those on 
high? Job 35:11; 36:22; Is 40:14; Ro 11:34 
23 “One ¥dies in his full strength, 
Being wholly at ease and 
Tgatisfied; Job 20:11; 21:13 « Or quiet 
24 His sides are filled out with 


fat, 
And the marrow of his bones 
is moist, Pr 3:8 


25 While another dies with a 
bitter soul, 
en even 'tasting anything 
Lit eating 
26 “Tosether they lie down in the 
dust, 
And worms cover them. 


27 “Behold, I know your thoughts, 
And the plans by which you 
would wrong me. 


21:21 Le. after he dies 


575 


28 “For you say, ‘Where is the 
house of the nobleman, 
And where is the tent, the 
dwelling places of the 
wicked?” Job 1:3:31:37 ¢ Job 8:22; 18:21 
29 “Have you not asked wayfaring 


men, 
And do you not recognize 
their ‘witness? Lit signs 


30 “For the ®wicked is reserved for 
the day of calamity; 
They will be led forth at the 
day of fury. Job 20:29: Pr 16:4; 2 Pe 2:9 
31 “Who will confront him with 
his actions, 
And who will repay him for 
what he has done? 
32 “While he is carried to the 
grave, 
Men will keep watch over his 


tomb. 
33 “The 8clods of the valley will 
gently cover him; 
Moreover, all men will follow 


after him, 
While countless ones go 
before him Job 3:22; 17:16 
34 “How then will you vainly 
Rcomfort me, 
For your answers remain full 
of falsehood?” Job 16:2 


Eliphaz Accuses and Exhorts Job 
2 Then Eliphaz the Temanite 're- 
sponded, Lit answered and said 
2 “Can a vigorous ®man be of use 
to God, 
Or a wise man be useful to 
himself? Job 35:7; Lk 17:10 
3 “Is there any pleasure to ‘the 
Almighty if you are 


righteous, 
Or profit if you make your 
ways perfect? Heb Shaddai 


4 “Is it because of your 
Treverence that He reproves 


you, 
That He Renters into judgment 
against you? or fear + Job 14:3; 19:29 
5 “Is not kyour wickedness great, 
And your iniquities without 
end? Job 11:6; 15:5 
6 “For you have taken pledges of 
your brothers without 
cause, 
And stripped men naked. 
7 “To the weary you have given 
no water to drink, 
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And from the hungry you 
have withheld bread. 
8 “But the earth ®belongs to the 
Rmighty man, 
And the honorable man 
dwells in it. Job 9:24 ¢ Job 12:19 
9 “You have sent widows away 
empty, 
And the strength of the 
orphans has been crushed. 
10 “Therefore 8snares surround 


you, 
Tt se thet Rdread terrifies 
Job 18:8 ¢ Job 15:21 
il Or’ Rdariciesd so that you 
cannot see, 
And an abundance of water 
covers you. Job 5:14 


12 “Is not God in the height of 
heaven? 
Look also at the distant stars, 
how high they are! — Job 11:7-9 
13 “You say, ‘What does God 
know? 
Can He judge through the 
thick darkness? 
14 ‘Clouds are a hiding place for 
Him, so that He cannot see; 
And He walks on the "vault of 
heaven.’ Job 26:9 ¢ Lit circle 
15 “Will you keep to the ancient 
path 
Which ®wicked men have 
trod, Job 34:36 
16 Who were snatched away 
before their time, 
Whose foundations were 
washed away by a river? 
17 “They ®said to God, ‘Depart 


from us!’ 
And ‘What can the Almighty 
do to them?’ Job 21:14, 15 


18 “Yet He ®filled their houses 
with good things; 
But &the counsel of the wicked 
is far from Me. Job 12:6 « Job 21:16 
19 “The righteous see and are 
glad, 
And the innocent mock them, 
20 Saying, “Truly our adversaries 


are cut off, 
And their abundance &the fire 
has consumed.’ Job 15:30 
21 “®Yield now and be at peace 
with Him; 
Thereby good will come to 
you. Ps 34:10 
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22 “Please receive instruction 
from His mouth 
And establish His words in 
your heart. Job 6:10; 23:12; Pr 2:6 
23 “If you return to the Almighty, 
you will be restored; 
If you 8remove 
unrighteousness far from 
your tent, Lit built up ¢ Job 11:14 
24 And place your gold in the 


dust, 
And the gold of Ophir among 
the stones of the brooks, 
25 Then the Almighty will be 
your ‘gold 
And choice silver to you. 
26 “For then you will delight in the 
Almighty 
And lift up your face to God. 
Wa 27 “You will pray to Him, and 
He will hear you; 
And you will pay your vows. 
28 “You will also decree a thing, 
and it will be established 


for you; 
And ®light will shine on your 
ways. Job 11:17; Ps 112:4 


29 “When 'you are cast down, you 
will speak with confidence, 
And the humble person He 
will save. Lit they cast you down 
30 “He will deliver one who is not 
innocent, 
And he will be delivered 
through the cleanness of 
your hands.” 


Job Says He Longs for God 
2 ee Job replied, 


2 “Even today my ®complaint is 
rebellion; 
His hand is heavy despite my 
groaning. Job 7:11 
3 “Oh that I knew where I might 
find Him 
That I might come to His seat! 
4 “T would ®present my case 
before Him 
And fill my mouth with 
arguments. Job 13:18 
5 “I would learn the words which 
He would ‘answer, 
And perceive what He would 
say to me. Lit answer me 
6 “Would He contend with me by 
Rthe greatness of His 
power? 
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No, surely He would pay 
attention to me. 
7 “There the upright would 
reason with Him; 
And I would be delivered 
forever from my Judge. 


8 “Behold, I go forward but He is 
not there, 

And backward, but I §cannot 
perceive Him; Job 9:11; 35:14 

9 When He acts on the left, I 
cannot behold Him; 

He turns on the right, I cannot 
see Him. 

10 “But He knows the way I take; 

When He has tried me, I shall 
come forth as gold. 

11 “My foot has ®held fast to His 
path; 

I have kept His way and not 
turned aside. Job 31:7; Ps 17:5; 44:18 

12 “I have not departed from the 
command of His lips; 

I have treasured the words of 
His mouth more than my 
necessary food. —_ Job 6:10; 22:22 

13 “But He is unique and who can 
turn Him? 

And what His soul desires, 
that He does. 

14 “For He performs what is 
appointed for me, 

And many such decrees are 
with Him. 

15 “Therefore, I would be 
dismayed at His presence; 

When I consider, I am terrified 
of Him. 

16 “It is God who has made my 
heart faint, 

And the Almighty who has 
dismayed me, 

17 But I ®am not silenced by the 


Job 9:4 


darkness, 
Nor 8deep gloom which covers 
me. Job 10:18, 19 ¢ Job 19:8 


ely Says God Seems to Ignore 
Wrongs 
2 Ai by are times not stored up 
by the Almighty, 
And why do those who know 
Him not see His days? acu:7 
2 “Some remove the landmarks; 
They seize and devour flocks, 


% 22:27-28 . 7) 23:1-12 
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3 “They drive away the donkeys 
of the orphans; 

They take the ®widow’s ox for 
a pledge. Job 6:27 « De 24:17; Job 22:9 

4 “They push the needy aside 
from the road; 

The poor of the land are made 
to hide themselves 
altogether. 

5 “Behold, as kwild donkeys in 
the wilderness 

They ®go forth seeking food in 
their activity, 

As bread for their children in 
the desert. Job 39:5-8 © Ps 104:23 

6 “They harvest their fodder in 
the field 

And glean the vineyard of the 
wicked. 

7 “RThey spend the night naked, 
without clothing, 

And have no covering against 
the cold. Ex 22:26; Job 22:6 

8 “They are wet with the 
mountain rains 

And hug the rock for want of 
a shelter. 

9 “TOthers snatch the Sorphan 
from the breast, 

And against the poor they 
take a pledge. Lit They « Job 6:27 

10 “They cause the poor to go 
about naked without 
clothing, 

And they take away the 
sheaves from the hungry. 

11 “Within the walls they produce 


oi 
They tread wine presses but 
thirst. 
12 “From the city men groan, 
And the souls of the wounded 
cry out; 
Yet God ®does not pay 
attention to folly. Job 9:23, 24 
13 “TOthers have been with 
those who rebel against 
the light; 
They do not want to know its 


ways 
Nor abide in its paths. Lit They 
14“The murderer arises at dawn; 
He kills the poor and the 
needy, 
And at night he is as a thief. 
15 “The eye of the 8adulterer waits 
for the twilight, 
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Saying, ‘No eye will see me.’ 
And he disguises his face. pr7:9 
16 “In the dark they dig into 
houses, 
They shut themselves up by 


day; 
They do not know the light. 
17 “For the morning is the same to 
him as thick darkness, 
For he is familiar with the 
terrors of thick darkness. 


18 “They are insignificant on the 
surface of the water; 
Their portion is cursed on the 


earth. 
They do not turn toward the 
vineyards. Job 22:11, 16; 27:20 


19 “Drought and heat Fconsume 
the snow waters, 

So does ®Sheol those who 
have sinned. Job 6:16, 17 ¢ Job 21:13 

20 “A mother will forget him; 

The worm feeds sweetly till 
he is no longer 
remembered. 

And wickedness will be 
broken like a tree. Job 21:26 

21 “He wrongs the barren woman 

And does no good for ®the 

widow. Job 22:9 
22 “But. He Aine off the valiant by 
His power; 

He rises, but no one has 

assurance Of life. Job 18:20 

23 “He provides them with 
security, and they are 
supported; 

ie His 8eyes are on their 

ways. Job 12:6 © Job 10:4; 11:11 
24 “They are exalted a ® little 
while, then they are gone; 

Moreover, they are ®brought 
low and like everything 
gathered up; 

Even like the heads of grain 
they are cut off. Ps 37:10 « Job 14:21 

25 “Now if it is not so, who can 
prove me a liar, 

And make my speech 


worthless?” Job 6:28; 27:4 


Bildad Says Man Is Inferior 


Then Bildad the Shuhite ‘an- 
swered, Lit answered and said 
2 “*Dominion and awe belong to 
im 


JOB 25:3 


Who establishes peace in His 
heights. Job 9:4; 36:5, 22; 37:23; 42:2 
3 “Is there any number to ®His 
troops? 
And upon whom does His 
light not rise? Job 16:13 
4 “How then can a man be just 
with God? 
Or how can he be clean who is 
born of woman? Job 4:17; 9:2 
5 “If even the moon has no 
brightness 
And the &stars are not pure in 
His sight, Job 31:26 © Job 15:15 
6 How much less §man, that 
Rmaggot, 
And the son of man, that 
worm!” Job 7:17 © Job 17:14 


Job Rebukes Bildad 
2 6 Job responded, 


2 “What a help you are to the 
weak! 
How you have saved the arm 
Rwithout strength! 
3 “What counsel you have given 
to one without wisdom! 
What helpful insight you have 
abundantly provided! 
4 “To whom have you uttered 
words? 
And whose spirit was 
expressed through you? 


The Greatness of God 
5 “The ®departed spirits tremble 
Under the waters and their 
inhabitants. Job 3:13; Ps 88:10 
6 “Naked is Sheol before Him, 
And ¥8Abaddon has no 
covering. Job 28:22; 31:12 
7 “He ®stretches out the north 
over empty space 
And hangs the earth on 


nothing. Job 9:8 
8 “He ®wraps up the waters in 
His clouds, 
And the cloud does not burst 
under them. Job 37:11; Pr 30:4 
9 “He obscures the face of the 
full moon 


And spreads His cloud over it. 
10 “He has inscribed a ®circle on 
the surface of the waters 
At the boundary of light and 
darkness. Job 38:1-11; Pr 8:29 
11 “The pillars of heaven tremble 
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And are amazed at His 
rebuke. 
12 “He quieted the sea with His 
power, : 
And by His understanding He 
shattered 8Rahab. Job 9:13 
13 “By His breath the heavens 
are cleared; 
His hand has pierced "the 
fleeing serpent. — Job 9:8 « Is 27:1 
14 “Behold, these are the fringes 
of His ways; 
And how faint 8a word we 
hear of Him! 
But His mighty thunder, who 
can understand?” Job 4:12 


Job Affirms His Righteousness 
2 Then Job continued his ¥dis- 
course and said, Job 13:12; 29:1 
2 “As God lives, who has taken 
away my right, 
And the Almighty, ?who has 
embittered my soul, Job 9:18 
yw 3 For as long as life is in me, 
And the 8breath of God is in 
my nostrils, Job 32:8; 33:4 
4 My lips certainly will not 


speak unjustly, 
Nor will my tongue mutter 
deceit. Job 6:28; 33:3 


5 “Far be it from me that I should 
declare you right; 
Till I die 81 will not put away 
my integrity from me. Job 6:29 
6 “I Shold fast my righteousness 
and will not let it go. 
My heart does not reproach 
any of my days. Job 2:3; 13:18 


The State of the Godless 
7 “May my enemy be as the 
wicked 
And 'my opponent as the 
unjust. Lit he who rises up against me 
8 “For what is the hope of the 
godless when he is cut off, 
When God requires his life? 
9 “Will God hear his cry 
When "distress comes upon 


im: Pr 1:27 
10 “Will he take ®delight in the 
Almighty? 
Will he call on God at all 
times? Job 22:26, 27; Ps 37:4; Is 58:14 


26:6 Le. place of destruction %* 27:3-6 
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11 “I will instruct you in the 
Tpower of God; 
What is with the Almighty I 
will not conceal. Lit hand 
12 “Behold, all of you have seen it; 
Why then do you ‘act 
foolishly? Or speak vanity 


13 “This is 8the portion of a 
wicked man from God, 

And the inheritance which 
Rtyrants receive from the 
Almighty. Job 20:29 * Job 15:20 

14 “Though his sons are many, 
they are destined for the 
sword; 

And his descendants will not 
be satisfied with bread. 

15 “His survivors will be buried 
because of the plague, 

And "their }widows will not 
be able to weep. Ps 78:64 

16 “Though he piles up silver like 
dust 

And prepares garments as 
plentiful as the clay, 

17 He may prepare it, Sbut the 
just will wear it 

And the innocent will divide 
the silver. Job 20:18-21 

18 “He has built his house like the 
spider’s web, 

Or as a hut which the 
watchman has made. 

19 “He lies down rich, but never 
again; 

He Bit his eyes, and ®it is 

o longer. Job 7:8, 21; 20:7 
20 “Terrors overtake him like a 
flood; 

A tempest steals him away in 
the night. Job 15:21 « Job 20:8; 34:20 

21 “The east ®wind carries him 
away, and he is gone, 

For it whirls him away from 
his place. Job 21:18 ¢ Job 7:10 

22 “For it will hurl at him ®without 
sparing; 

He will surely try to flee from 
its power. Je 13:14; Eze 5:11; 24:14 

23 “Men will clap their hands at 


him 
And will ®hiss him from his 
place. Job 18:18; 20:8 


Job Telis of Earth’s Treasures 
2 re ear there is a ‘mine for 
silver 


And a place ‘where they 
refine Gold. © Lit for gold they refine 
2 “Tron is taken from the dust, 
And copper is smelted from 
rock. 
3 “Man puts an end to darkness, 
And &to the farthest limit he 
searches out 
The rock in gloom and deep 
shadow. Ec 1:13 
4 “He 'sinks a shaft far from 
habitation, 
Forgotten by the foot; 
They hang and swing to and 
fro far from men. Lit breaks open 
5 “The earth, from it comes food, 
And underneath it is turned 
up as fire. 
6 “Its rocks are the source of 
sapphires, 
And its dust contains gold. 
7 “The path no bird of prey 
knows, 
Nor has the falcon’s eye 
caught sight of it. 
8 “The 'proud beasts have not 
trodden it, 
Nor has the fierce lion passed 
over it. Lit sons of pride 
9 “He puts his hand on the flint; 
He overturns the mountains at 


the ™base. Lit roots 
10 “He hews out channels through 
the rocks, 
And his eye sees anything 
precious. 
itl “He dams up the streams from 
Tflowing, 
And what is hidden he brings 
out to the light. Lit weeping 


The Search for Wisdom Is Harder 
12 “But where can wisdom be 
found? 
And where is the place of 
understanding? 
13 “RMan does not know its value, 
Nor is it found in the land of 
the living. Ma 13:44-46 
14 “The deep says, ‘It is not in me’; 
And the fo says, ‘It is not 
with m 
15 “Pure oki ‘cannot be given in 
exchange for it, 
Nor can silver be weighed as 
its price. Pr 3:13, 14; 8:10, 11; 16:16 


28:1 Or source 
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16 “It cannot be valued in the gold 
of Ophir, 
In precious onyx, or sapphire. 
17 “Gold or glass cannot equal it, 
Nor can it be exchanged for 
articles of fine gold: 
18 “Coral and crystal are not to be 
mentioned; 
And the acquisition of 
pyiecom is above that of 
Pr 8:11 
19 “The topaz of Ethiopia cannot 


equal it, 
Nor can it be valued in 8pure 
gold. Pr 8:19 
20 “RWhere then does wisdom 
come from? 
And where is the place of 
understanding? Job 28:23, 28 


21 “Thus it is hidden from the eyes 
of all living 
And concealed from the birds 
of the sky. 
22 “FRAbaddon and Death say, 
‘With our ears we have heard a 
report of it.’ Job 26:6; Pr 8:32-36 


23 “God understands its way, 
And He knows its place. 
24 “For He 8looks to the ends of 
the earth 
And sees everything under the 
heavens. Ps 11:4; 33:13, 14; 66:7; Pr 15:3. 
25 “When He imparted ®weight to 
the wind 
And ®meted out the waters by 
MeasuLe, Ps 135:7 ¢ Job 12:15; 38:8-11 
26 When He set a limit for the 
rain 
And a course for the 
Rthunderbolt, Job 37:3; 38:25 
27 Then He saw it and declared 
it; 
He established it and also 
searched it out. 
yw 28 “And to man He said, 
‘Behold, the fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom; 
And to depart from evil is 
understanding.” 


Job’s Past Was Glorious 
2 And Job again took up his dis- 
course and said, 
2 “Oh that I were as in months 
gone by, 
As in the days when God 


Rwatched over me; Je 31:28 
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3 When 8His lamp shone over 
my head, 
And by His light I walked 
through darkness; Job 18:6 
4 AsIwas in Fthe prime of my 


days, 
When the “friendship of God 
was over my tent; Lit counsel 
5 When 'the Almighty was yet 
with me, 
And my children were around 
me; Heb Shaddai 
6 When my steps were bathed 
in butter, 
And the rock poured out for 
me streams of oil! 
7 “When I went out to ®the gate 
of the city, 
When I 'took my seat in the 
square, Job 31:21 ¢ Lit set up 
8 The young men saw me and 
hid themselves, 
And the old men arose and 
stood. 
9 “The princes ®stopped talking 
And 8put their hands on their 
mouths; Job 29:21 © Job 21:5 
10 The voice of the nobles was 
Rhushed, 
And their tongue stuck to 
their palate. Job 29:22 
11 “For when &the ear heard, it 
called me blessed, 
And when the eye saw, it gave 
witness of me, Job 4:3, 4 
12 Because I delivered the poor 
who cried for help, 
nid ie 1 oFeR at who had no 
Job 31:17, 21 
yw 13 The plaesiod of the one 
Rready to perish came upon 
me, 
And ié made the widow’s heart 
sing for joy. Job 31:19 
14 “I put on righteousness, and it 
clothed me; 
My justice was like a robe and 
a turban. 
15 “I was Reyes to the blind 
And feet to the lame. Nu 10:31 
16 “I was a father to the needy, 
And I investigated the case 
which I did not know. 
17 “I ®broke the jaws of the 
wicked 


28:22 Ie. Destruction %~* 28:28 29:4 Lit the days 
of myautumn % 29:13 3% 29:13 
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And snatched the prey i 


his teeth. 
18 “Then I 'thougnht, ‘I shall die Tin 
my nest, 
And I shall multiply my days 
as the sand. Lit said « Lit with 
19 ‘My root is spread out to the 
waters, 


And 8dew lies all night on my 
branch. Je 17:8 © Ho 14:5 
20 ‘My glory is ever new with me, 
And my ®bow is renewed in 
my hand’ Ge 49:24: Ps 18:34 


21 “To me ®they listened and 
waited, 
And URED silent for my 
sel. Job 4:3; 29:9 
22 “After 1 on words they did not 
Rspeak again, 
And ®my speech dropped on 
them. Job 29:10 * De 32:2 
23 Bice cane for me as for the 


aha anehed their mouth as 
for the spring rain. 
24 “I smiled on them when they 
did not believe, 
And the light of my face they 
did not cast down. 
25 “I chose a way for them and sat 
as chief, 
And dwelt as a king among 
the troops, 
As one who comforted the 
mourmme:rs. Job 1:3; 31:37 © Job 4:4; 16:5 


Job’s Present State Is 
Humiliating 
30° now those younger than I 
Rmock me, 
Whose fathers I disdained to 
put with the dogs of my 
flock. Job 12:4 
2 “Indeed, what good was the 
strength of their hands to 
me? 
Vigor had perished from them. 
3 “From want and famine they 
are gaunt 
Who gnaw the dry ground by 
night in waste and 
desolation, 
4 Who pluck mallow by the 
bushes, 
And whose food is the root of 
the broom shrub. 
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5 “They are driven from the 
community; 
They shout against them as 
against a thief, 
6 So that they dwell in dreadful 
Tvalleys, 
In holes of the earth and 2 
the rocks. Or wadis 
pe eb the bushes they Tery 


Under the nettles they are 
gathered together. Or bray 
8 “TFools, even 'those without a 
name, 
They were scourged from the 
land. Lit Sons of fools ¢ Lit sons 


9 “And now I have become their 
Rtaunt, 
I have even become a byword 
to them. Job 12:4 
10 “They abhor me and stand 
aloof from me, 
And they do not refrain from 
spitting at my face. 
11 “Because He has loosed His 
bowstring and 8afflicted 


me, 
They have cast off the bridle 


before me. Ru 1:21; Ps 88:7 
12“On the eh hand their brood 
arise 


They para aside my feet and 
build up against me their 
ways of destruction. 

13 “They 8break up my path, 

They profit from my 
destruction; 

No one restrains them. Is 3:12 

14 “As through a wide breach they 
come 

TAmid the tempest they roll 
on. Lit Under 

15 “Terrors are turned against me; 

They pursue my honor as the 
wind, 

And my prosperity has passed 
away like a cloud. 


16 “And now my soul is poured 
out ‘within me; 
bat of affliction have seized 
Lit upon 
7 SN eat it pierces kmy bones 
Twithin me, 
And my gnawing pains take 
no rest. Job 30:30 © Lit from upon 


30:4 Le. plant of the salt marshes 
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18 “By a great force my garment 
is distorted; 
It binds me about as the collar 
of my coat. Job 2:7 
19 “He has cast me into the ®mire, 
And I have become like dust 
and ashes. Ps 69:2, 14 
20 “I cry out to You for help, but 
You do not answer me; 
I stand up, and You turn Your 
attention against me. Job 19:7 
21 “You have become cruel to me; 
With the might of Your hand 
You persecute me. 
22 “You ®lift me up to the wind 
and cause me to ride; 
And You dissolve me ina 
storm. Job 9:17; 27:21 
23 “For I know that You ®will bring 
me to death 
And to the house of meeting 
for all living. Job 9:22; 10:8 


24 “Yet does not one in a heap of 
ruins stretch out his hand, 
Or in his disaster therefore 
Rcry out for help? Job 19:7 
25 “Have I not wept for the one 
whose life is hard? 
Was not my soul grieved for 
the needy? Ps 35:13, 14; Ro 12:15 
26 “When I 8expected good, then 
evil came; 
When I waited for light, then 
darkness came. Job 3:25, 26; Je 8:15 
27 “I am seething within and 
cannot relax; 
Days of affliction confront me. 
28 “I go about mourning without 
comfort; 
I stand up in the assembly and 
Rery out for help. Job 19:7 
29 “I have become a brother to 
jackals 
And a companion of ostriches. 
30 “My ®skin turns black on me, 
And my ®bones burn with 
Tfever. Job 2:7 # Ps 102:3 ¢ Lit heat 
31 “Therefore my ®harp is turned 
to mourning, 
And my flute to the sound of 
those who weep. Is 24:8 


Job Asserts His Integrity 
ie have made a covenant with 


my Reyes; 
How then could I gaze at a 
virgin? Ma 5:28 
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2 “And what is the portion of 
God from above 
Or the heritage of the — 
Almighty from on high? 
3 “Is it not kcalamity to the 
unjust 
And disaster to those who 
work iniquity? Job 18:12; 21:30 
4 “Does He not see my ways 
And number all my steps? 


yo 5 “If Ihave 'walked with 
falsehood, 
And my foot has hastened 
after deceit, Job 15:31; Mi 2:11 
6 Let Him ®weigh me with 
accurate scales, 
And let God know ®my 
integrity. Job 6:2, 3 ¢ Job 23:10; 27:5, 6 
7 “If my step has 8turned from 
the way, 
Or my heart followed my eyes, 
Or if any spot has stuck to 
my hands, Job 23:11 © Job 9:30 
8 Let me 8sow and another eat, 
And let my crops be 
uprooted. Le 26:16; Job 20:18; Mi 6:15 


9 “If my heart has been enticed 
by a woman, 

Or I have lurked at my 
neighbor’s doorway, 

10 May my wife ®grind for 
another, 

And let 8others kneel down 
over her. 1s 47:2 « De 28:30; Je 8:10 

11 “For that would be a ®lustful 
crime; 

Moreover, it would be Ran 
iniquity punishable by 
judges. Le 20:10; De 22:24 ¢ Job 31:28 

12 “For it would be ®fire that 
consumes to Abaddon, 

And would uproot all my 
increase. Job 15:30 ¢ Job 26:6 


13 “If I have 8despised the claim of 
my male or female slaves 

When they filed a complaint 
against me, De 24:14, 15 

14 What then could I do when 
God arises? 

And when He calls me to 
account, what will I answer 
Him? 

15 “Did not SHe who made me in 
the womb make him, 


Y 31:5-6 
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583 


And the same one fashion us 
in the womb? Job 10:3 


16 “If I have kept the poor from 
their desire, 
Or have caused the eyes of the 
widow to fail, Job 5:16; 20:19 
17 Or have eaten my morsel 


alone, 
And &the orphan has not 
shared it Job 22:7 © Job 29:12 


Va 18 (But from my youth he grew 


up with me as with a father, 
And from Tinfancy I guided 
he r), Lit my mother’s womb 
‘19 If I have seen anyone perish 
Rfor lack of clothing, 
Or eat Rthe needy had no 
vering, Job 22:6; 29:13 ¢ Job 24:4 
20 If his loins have not ‘thanked 


eid F he has not been 
warmed with the fleece of 
my sheep, Lit blessed 
21 If Ihave lifted up my hand 
against 8the orphan, 
Because I saw I had support in 
the gate, Job 29:12; 31:17 
22 Let my shoulder fall from the 
socket, 
And my arm be broken off at 
the elbow. Job 38:15 
23 “For ®calamity from God is a 
terror to me, 
And because of His majesty I 
can do nothing. Job 31:3 


24 “If Ihave put my confidence in 
gold, 
And called fine gold my 


trust, 

25 If I have gloated because my 
wealth was great, 

And because my hand had 
secured so much; 

26 If I have ®looked at the sun 
when it shone 

Or the moon going in 
splendor, De 4:19; 17:3; Eze 8:16 

27 And my heart became secretly 
enticed, 

And my hand threw a kiss 
from my mouth, 

28 That too would have been Ran 
iniquity calling for 
Tjudgment, 

For I would have denied God 
above. De 17:2-7; Job 31:11 © Lit judges 
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29 “Have I 8rejoiced at the 
extinction of my enemy, 
- Or exulted when evil befell 
him? Pr 17:5; 24:17; Ob 12 
30 “™No, 8I have not allowed my 
mouth to sin 

By asking for his life in 8a 
curse. Lit And ¢ Ps 7:4 © Job 5:3 

31 “Have the men of my tent not 
said, 

‘Who can "find one who has 
not been 8satisfied with his 
meat’? Lit give ¢ Job 22:7 

32 “The alien has not lodged 
outside, 

For I have opened my doors to 
the ‘traveler. MT. way 

33 “Have I 8covered my 
transgressions like 
TAdam, 
By hiding my iniquity in my 
bOSOM, Ge 3:10; Pr 28:13 * Or mankind 
34 Because I 8feared the great 
multitude, 

And the contempt of families 
terrified me, 

And kept silent and did not go 
out of doors? Ex 23:2 

35 “Oh that I had one to hear 
me! 
Behold, here is my signature; 
Let the Almighty answer me! 

And the indictment which my 
adversary has written, 

36 Surely I would carry it on my 
shoulder, 
I would bind it to myself like a 


crown. 
37 “I would declare to Him &the 
number of my steps; 
Like a prince I would 
approach Him. Job 31:4 
38 “If my ®land cries out against 
me, 
And its furrows weep 
together; Job 24:2 
39 If I have eaten its fruit without 
money, 
Or have &caused its owners to 
lose their lives, 1 Ki21:19 
40 Let briars grow instead of 
wheat, 
And stinkweed instead of 
barley.” 


The words of Job are ended. 


Y% 31:18 


JOB 32:1 


Elihu in Anger Rebukes Job 

3 Then these three men ceased 
answering Job, because he was 

righteous in his own eyes. 

2 But the anger of Elihu the son 
of Barachel the ®Buzite, of the family 
of Ram burned; against Job his anger 
burned ®because he justified himself 
Rpefore God. — Ge 22:21 « Job 27:5, 6 * Job 30:21 

3 And his anger burned against 
his three friends because they had 
found no answer, and yet had con- 
demned Job. 

4 Now Elihu had waited to speak 
to Job because they were years older 
than he. 

5 And when Elihu saw that there 
was no answer in the mouth of the 
three men his anger burned. 

6 So Elihu the son of Barachel 
the Buzite spoke out and said, 

“Tam young in years and you 
are Rold; 
Therefore I was shy and afraid 
to tell you what I think. 

7 “I thought age should speak, 

And increased years should 
teach wisdom. Job 8:8, 9 
a 8 “But it is a spirit in man, 

And the ®breath of the 
Almighty gives them 
understanding. Job 33:4 

9 “The Tabundant in years may 

not be wise, 
ps may elders understand 
ustice Or nobles ¢ Job 32:7 
10 “So I say, Hitigten to me, 
I too will tell what I think” 


11 “Behold, I waited for your 
words, 
I listened to your reasonings, 
Muh you ‘pondered what to 
Lit searched out words 


Say. 
al eat paid close attention to 


"Indeed, there was no one who 


refuted Job, 
Not one of you who answered 
his words. Lit Behold 


13 “Do not say, 
“We have found wisdom; 
God will rout him, not 
man.’ 
14 “For he has not arranged his 
words against me, 
Nor will I reply to him with 
your ‘arguments. 


Lit words 
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15 “They are dismayed, they no 
longer answer; 
Words have failed them. 
16 “Shall I wait, because they do 
not speak, 
Because they ‘stop and no 
longer answer? Lit stand 
17 “I too will answer my share, 
I also will tell my opinion. 
18 “For I am full of words; 
The spirit within me 
constrains me. 
19 “Behold, my belly is like 
unvented wine, 
Like new wineskins it is about 


to burst. 
20 “Let me speak that I may get 
relief; 
Let me open my lips and 
answer. 
21 “Let me now be partial to no 
one, 
Nor flatter any man. 
22 “For I do not know how to 
flatter, 
Else my Maker would soon 
take me away. 


Elihu Claims to Speak for God 
3 be aia now, Job, please 
hear my speech, 
And listen to all my words. 
2 “Behold now, I open my 


mouth, 
My tongue in my ‘mouth 
speaks. Lit palate 


3 “My words are from the 
uprightness of my heart, 
And my lips speak knowledge 
sincerely. 
4 “The Spirit of God has made 


me, 
And the breath of the 
Almighty gives me life. 
5 “RRefute me if you can; 
Array yourselves before me, 
take your stand. Job 33:32 
6 “Behold, I belong to God like 
you; 
I too have been "formed out of 
the Relay. Lit cut out of ¢ Job 4:19 
7 “Behold, 8no fear of me should 
terrify you, 
Nor should my pressure weigh 
heavily on you. Job 13:21 
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8 “Surely you have spoken in my 
hearing, 
And | have heard the sound of 
your words: 
9 ‘Lam ®pure, without 
transgression; 
I am innocent and there is no 
guilt in me. Job 9:21; 10:7; 13:18; 16:17 
10 ‘Behold, He invents pretexts 
against me; 
He counts me as His enemy. 
11 ‘He 8puts my feet in the stocks; 
He watches all my paths.’ Job 13:27 
12 “Behold, let me tell you, you 
are not right in this, 
For God is greater than man. 


13 ie? do you complain against 
im 
That He does not give an 
account of all His doings? 
14 “Indeed God speaks once, 
Or twice, yet no one notices it. 
15 “In a dream, a vision of the 
night, 
When sound sleep falls on 


men, 
While A slumber in their 

e Job 4:12-17; 33:15-18 

16 shen He opens the ears of 


men, 
And seals their instruction, 
17 That He may turn man aside 
from his conduct, 
And keep man from pride; 
18 He keeps back his soul from 
the pit, 
And his life from passing over 
Rinto Sheol. Job 15:22 


19 “TMan is also chastened with 
Rpain on his bed, 
And with unceasing complaint 
in his bones; Lit He * Job 30:17 
20 So that his life loathes bread, 
And his soul favorite food. 
21 “His ®flesh wastes away from 
sight, 
And his bones which were not 
seen stick out. Job 16:8 
22 “Then 8his soul draws near to 


the pit, 
And his life to those who 
bring death. Job 33:18, 28 


23 “If there is an angel as 
Rmediator for him, 
One out of a thousand, 


To remind a man what is right 
for him, Ge 40:8 
24 Then let him be gracious to 
him, and say, 
‘Deliver him from going down 
to the pit, 
I have found a ransom’; 
25 Let his flesh become fresher 
than in youth, 
Let him return to the days of 
his youthful vigor; 
26 Then he will pray to God, and 
He will accept him, 
That he may see His face with 
joy, 
And He may restore His 
righteousness to man. 
27 “He will sing to men and say, 
‘T have sinned and perverted 
what is right, 
And it is not proper for me. 
28 ‘He has redeemed my soul 
from going to the pit, 
And my life shall ®see the 
light,’ Job 22:28 


29 “Behold, God does all these 
oftentimes with men, 
30 To bring back his soul from 
the pit, 
That he may be enlightened 
with the light of life. 
31 “Pay attention, O Job, listen to 
me; 
Keep silent, and let me speak. 
32 “Then if Tyou have anything to 
say, answer me; 
Speaks for I desire to justify 
you Lit there are words 
33 “If not, Rlisten to me; 
Keep ‘silent, and I will teach 
you wisdom.” Ps 34:11 


Elihu Vindicates God’s Justice | 
3 Then Elihu continued and said, 
2 “Hear my words, you wise 
men, 
And listen to me, you who 
know. 
3 “For the ear tests words 
As the palate tastes food. 
4 “Let us choose for ourselves 
what is right; 
Let us know among ourselves 
what is good. 
5 “For Job has said, ‘8I am 
righteous, 
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But God has taken away my 


right; Job 13:18; 33:9 ¢ Job 27:2 
6 Should] lie concerning my 
right? 
My ®wound is incurable, 
though I am without 
transgression.’ Job 6:4 


7 “What man is like Job, 
Who Fdrinks up derision like 
water, Job 15:16 
8 Who goes in company with 
the workers of iniquity, 
And walks with wicked men? 
9 “For he has said, ‘8It profits a 
man nothing 
When he is pleased with 
God.’ Job 21:15; 35:3; Ps 50:18 


10 “Therefore, listen to me, you 
men of understanding. 
Far be it from God to do 
wickedness, 
And from the Almighty to do 
wrong. 
11 “For He pays a man according 
to his work, 
And makes him find it 
according to his way. 
12 “Surely, 8God will not act 
wickedly, 
And the Almighty will not 
pervert justice. Job 34:10 
13 “Who ®gave Him authority over 
the earth? 
And who £has laid on Him the 
whole world? — Job 38:4 ¢ Job 38:5 
14 “If He should determine to do 


SO, 

If He should ®gather to 
Himself His spirit and His 
breath, — Job 12:10; Ps 104:29; Ec 12:7 

15 All ®flesh would perish 
together, 

And man would return to 
dust. Ge 7:21; Job 9:22 ¢ Ge 3:19; Job 10:9 


16 “But if you have understanding, 
hear this; 
Listen to the sound of my 
words. 
17 “Shall one who hates justice 
rule? 
And 8will you condemn the 
righteous mighty One, Job 40:8 
18 Who says to a king, ‘Worthless 


one, 
To nobles, ‘Wicked ones’; 
19 Who shows no partiality to 
princes 


Nor regards the rich above the 


poor, 
For they all are the 8work of 


His hands? Job 10:3 
20 “In a moment they die, and at 
midnight 


nee are shaken and pass 


Andt this ovghty are taken 
away without a hand. 


21 “For His eyes are upon the 
ways of a man, 
And He sees all his steps. 
22 “There.is no darkness or deep 
shadow 
Where the workers of iniquity 
may hide themselves. 
23 “For He does not ®need to 
consider a man further, 
That he should go before God 
in judgment. Job 11:11 
24 “He breaks in pieces mighty 
men without inquiry, 
And sets others in their place. 
25 “Therefore He ®knows their 
works, 
And He overthrows them in 
the night, 
And they are crushed. 
26 “He 8strikes them like the 
wicked 
In a public place, Ps 9:5; 11:5 
27 Because they ®turned aside 
from following Him, 
And ®had no regard for any of 
His ways; 1 Sa 15:11 © Job 21:14 
28 So that they caused the cry of 
the poor to come to Him, 
And that He might hear the 
cry of the afflicted— 
29 When He keeps quiet, who 
then can condemn? 
And when He hides His 
face, who then can 
behold Him, 
That is, in regard to both 
nation and man?— 
30 So iat godless men would not 
rule 
Nor be snares of the people. 


31 “For has anyone said to God, 

‘I have borne chastisement; 

I will not offend anymore; 
32 Teach me what I do not see; 

If I have kdone iniquity, 

I will not do it again’? — Job 33:27 
33 “Shall He Rrecompense on your 
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terms, because you have 
rejected it? 
-For you must choose, and not 


Therefore declare what you 
know. Job 41:11 
34 “Men of understanding will say 
to me, 
-And a wise man who hears 


me, 
35 ‘Job 8speaks without 
knowledge, 
And his words are without 


wisdom Job 35:16; 38:2 
36 ‘Job. RuPHE to be tried to the 
limit, 
Because he answers ®like 
wicked men. Job 22:15 
37 ‘For he adds ®rebellion to his 
sin; 


He Rclaps his hands among us, 
And multiplies his words 
against God.’” Job 23:2 « Job 27:23 


Elihu Sharply Reproves Job 
3 Then Elihu continued and said, 
2 “Do you think this is 
according to ®justice? 

Do you say, ‘My righteousness 
is more than God’s’? — Job 272 

3 “For you say, ‘“What advantage 
will it be to You? 

What profit will I have, more 
than if I had sinned?’ Job 34.9 

4 “T will answer you, 

And your friends with you. 

5 “Look at the heavens and see; 

And behold ®the clouds—they 
are higher than you. 

6 “If you have sinned, .what do 
you accomplish against 
Him? 

And if your transgressions are 
many, what do you do to 
Him? Job 7:20; Pr 8:36; Je 7:19 

7 “If you are righteous, what do 
you give to Him 

Or what does He receive from 
your hand? 

8 “Your wickedness is for a man 
like yourself, ' 

And your righteousness is for 
a son of man. 


9 “Because of the multitude of 
oppressions they cry out; 
They cry for help because of 
the arm of the mighty. &x2:23 
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10 “But no one says, ‘Where is 
God my Maker, 
Who gives songs in the night, 
11 Who teaches us more than the 
beasts of the earth 
And makes us wiser than the 
birds of the heavens?’ 
12 “There ®they cry out, but He 
does not answer 
ede of the pride of evil 
Pr 1:28 
IS “surely God will not listen to 
Tan empty cry, 
Nor will the Almighty regard 
it: Or falsehood 
14 “How much less when you say 
you do not behold Him, 
The case is before Him, and 
you must wait for Him! 
15 “And now, because He has not 
visited in His anger; 
Nor has He acknowledged 
transgression well, 
16 So Job opens his mouth 


emptily; 
He multiplies words without 
knowledge.” Job 34:35; 38:2 


Steg Speaks of God’s Dealings 
with 
9 @then Elihu continued and said, 
2 “Wait for me a little, and I 
will show you 
That there is yet more to be 
said in God’s behalf. 
3 “I will fetch my knowledge 
from afar, 
And I will ascribe 
Rrighteousness to my 


Maker. Job 8:3; 37:23 
4 “For truly 8my words are not 
false; 


One who is perfect in 
knowledge is with you. 
5 “Behold, God is mighty but 
does not despise any; 
He is mighty in strength of 


understanding. Job 12:13 
6 “He does not ®keep the wicked 
alive, 


But gives justice to ®the 
afflicted. Job 8:22; 34:26 « Job 5:15 
7 “He does not withdraw His 
eyes from the righteous; 
But with kings on the throne 
He has seated them forever, 
and they are exalted. 


JOB 36:8 
8 “And if they are bound in 
fetters, 
And are caught in the cords of 
Raffliction, Job 36:15, 21 
9 Then He declares to them 
their work 


And their transgressions, that 
they have ®magnified 
themselves. 

10 “RHe opens their ear to 
instruction, 

And commands that they 
return from evil. Job 33:16; 36:15 

yw 11 “If they hear and serve Him, 
They will end their days in 
prosperity 

And their years in 
pleasures. 

12 “But if they do not hear, they 
shall perish ®by the sword 

And they will 8die without 
knowledge. Job 15:22 ¢ Job 4:21 

13 “But the godless in heart lay up 
anger; 

They do not cry for help when 
He binds them. 

14 “They die in youth, 

And their life perishes among 

the 8cult prostitutes. De 23:17 
15 “He delivers the afflicted in 
Ttheir affliction, 

And opens their ear in time of 

oppression. Lit his * Job 36:8, 21 
16 “Then indeed, He enticed you 
from the mouth of distress, 

Instead of it, a broad place 
with no constraint; 

And that which was set on 
your table was full of 
Tfatness. Ho 2:14 « Or rich food 


Job 15:25 


17 “But you were full of §iudgment 
on the wicked; 
Judgment and justice take 
hold of you. Job 22:5, 10, 11 
18 “Beware that .wrath does not 
entice you to scoffing; 
And do not let the greatness 
of the 8ransom turn you 
aside. Jon 4:4, 9 © Job 33:24 
19 “Will your Triches keep you 
from distress, 
Or all the forces of your 
strength? 
20 “Do not long for ®the night, 
When people ‘vanish in their 
place. Job 34:20, 25 « Lit go up 
21 “Be careful, do ®not turn to evil, 


Or cry 
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For you have preferred this to 
affliction. Job 36:10; Ps 31:6; 66:18 
22 “Behold, God is exalted in His 
power; 
Who is a teacher like Him? 
23 “Who has appointed Him His 


way, 
And who has said, ‘®You have 
done wrong’? De 32:4; Job 8:3 


24 “Remember that you should 
exalt His work, 
Of which men have sung. 
25 “All men have seen it; 
Man beholds from afar. 
26 “Behold, God is exalted, and 
we do not know Him; 
The number of His years is 
unsearchable. Job 11:7-9; 37:23 
27 “For He draws up the drops of 


water, 
They distill rain from ™the 
Tmist, Lit its ¢ Or flood 
28 Which the clouds pour down, 
They drip upon man 
abundantly. 
29 “Can anyone understand the 
Rspreading of the clouds, 
The ®thundering of His 
pavilion? Job 37:11, 16 © Job 26:14 
30 “Behold, He spreads His 
Tlightning about Him, 
And He covers the depths of 
the sea. Lit light 
31 “For by these He judges 
peoples; 
He gives food in abundance. 
32 “He covers His hands with the 
Tlightning, 
And commands it to strike 
the mark. Lit light ¢ Job 37:11, 12, 15 
33 “Its Snoise declares His 
presence; 
The cattle also, concerning 
what is coming up. Job 37:2 


pas Says God Is Back of the 
Storm 
37% this also my heart trembles, 
And leaps from its place. 
2 “Listen closely to the thunder 
of His voice, 
And the rumbling that goes 
out from His mouth. 
w* 3 “Under the whole heaven He 
lets it loose, 


Y 36:11 3% 37:3-4 
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And His ‘lightning to the ends 
of the earth. Lit light 
4 “After it, a voice roars; 
He thunders with His majestic 
voice,» 
And He does not restrain "the 
ictal when His voice is 
ard. Lit them 
5 “God etiuntiens with His voice 
wondrously, 
Doing great things which we 
cannot comprehend. Job 26:14 
6 “For to 8the snow He says, ‘Fall 
on the earth, 
And to the downpour and the 
rain, ‘Be strong,’ Job 38:22 
7 “He seals the hand of every 


man, 
et Rall men may know His 
ork. Job 12:14 « Ps 111:2 
8 “Then the beast goes into its 
air 
And remains in its den. 
9 “Out of the south comes the 
storm, 
And wh of the north the 


cold. 
10 “From the breath of God Rice is 
made, 
And the expanse of the waters 
is frozen. Job 38:29; Ps 147:17 
11 “Also with moisture He ®loads 
the thick cloud; 
He ®disperses the cloud of His 
lightning. Job 36:27 * Job 36:29 
12 “It changes direction, turning 
around by His guidance, 
That it may do whatever He 
Rcommands it 
On the ®face of the inhabited 
earth. Job 36:32; Ps 148:8 © Is 14:21; 27:6 
13 “Whether for ‘correction, or for 
His world, 
Or for lovingkindness, He 
causes it to happen. Lit the roa 


14 “Listen to this, O Job, 
Stand and consider the 
wonders of God. 
15 “Do you know how God 
establishes them, _ 
And makes the ‘lightning of 
His cloud to shine? Lit light 
16 “Do you know about the layers 
of the thick clouds, 
The wonders of one perfect 
in knowledge, Job 37:5, 14, 23 
17 You whose garments are hot, 


JOB 38:7 


When the land is still because 
of the south wind? 
18 “Can you, with Him, spread out 
the skies, 
Strong as a molten mirror? 
19 “Teach us what we shall say to 
Him; 
We cannot arrange our case 
because of darkness. 
20 “Shall it be told Him that I 
would speak? 
Or should a man say that he 
would be swallowed up? 


ize 21 “Now ™men do not see the 
light which is bright in the 
skies; 
But the wind has passed and 
cleared them. Lit they 
22 “Out of the north comes golden 
splendor; 
Around God is awesome 
majesty. 
23 “The Almighty—we cannot find 
Him; 
He is exalted in power 
And He will not do violence 
Rto justice and abundant 
righteousness. Job 9:4; 36:5 « Job 8:3 
24 “Therefore men ®fear Him; 
He does not regard any who 


are wise of heart.” Ma 10:28 
God Speaks Now to Job 
3 Sper the Lorp Ranswered 
yr Job out of the whirlwind 
and said, Job 40:6 
2 “Who is this that darkens 
counsel 


By words without knowledge? 
3 “Now &gird up your loins like a 


man, _ 
And ®] will ask you, and you 
instruct Me! Job 40:7 ¢ Job 42:4 


‘ga 4 “Where were you when I laid 
the foundation of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have 
understanding, 
5 Who set its measurements? 
Since you know. 
Or who stretched the line on 
it? Pr 8:29; Is 40:12 
6 “On what were its bases sunk? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 When the morning stars sang 
together 


Y 37:21-24 % 38:1 % 38:4-27 


JOB 38:8 590 


And all the 8sons of God 
shouted for joy? Job 1:6 


8 “Or who enclosed the sea with 
doors 
When, bursting forth, it went 
out from the womb; 
9 When I! made a cloud its 
garment 
And thick darkness its 
swaddling band, 
10 And I placed boundaries on it 
And set a bolt and doors, 
11 And I said, “Thus far you shall 
come, but no farther; 
And here shall your proud 
waves stop’? 


God’s Mighty Power 
12 “Have you ‘ever in your life 
commanded the morning, 
And caused the dawn to know 
its place, Lit from your days 
13 That it might take hold of ®the 
ends of the earth, 
And the wicked be shaken out 
of it? Job 28:24; 37:3 
14 “It is changed like clay under 
the seal; 
And they stand forth like a 
garment. 
15 “From the wicked their light is 
withheld, 
And the 8uplifted arm is 
broken. Nu 15:30; Ps 10:15; 37:17 


16 “Have you entered into ®the 
springs of the sea 
Or walked in the recesses of 
the deep? Ge 7:11; 8:2; Pr 8:24, 28 
17 “Have the gates of death been 
revealed to you, 
Or have you seen the gates of 
deep darkness? 
18 “Have you understood the 
expanse of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you know all this. 


19 “Where is the way to the 
dwelling of light? 
And darkness, where is its 


place, 
20 That you may take it to its 
territory 
And that you may discern the 
paths to its home? Job 26:10 
| Pe tier ott for 8you were born 
en, 


And the number of your days 
is great! Job 15:7 
22 “Have you entered the 
storehouses of the snow, 
Or have you seen the 
storehouses of the hail, 


23 Which I have reserved for the 


time of distress, 
For the day of war and battle? 
24 “Where is the way that ®the 
light is divided, 
Or the east wind scattered on 
the earth? Job 26:10 


25 “Who has cleft a channel for 
the flood, 
Or a way for the thunderbolt, 
26 To bring rain on a land 
without ™people, 
On a desert without a man in 
it, Job 36:27 * Lit man 
27 To satisfy the waste and 
desolate land 
And to make the "seeds of 
grass to sprout? Or growth 
28 “Has the rain a father? 
Or who has begotten the 
drops of dew? 
29 “From whose womb has come 


the ice? 
And the frost of heaven, who 
has given it birth? 
30 “Water "becomes hard like 
stone, 
And the surface of the deep is 
imprisoned. Lit hides itself 


31 “Can you bind the chains of the 
Pleiades, 
Or loose the cords of Orion? 
32 “Can you lead forth a 
Tconstellation in its season, 
And guide the Bear with her 
Tgatellites? Heb Mazzaroth e Lit sons 
33 “Do you know the Xordinances 
of the heavens, 
Or fix their rule over the 
earth? Ps 148:6; Je 31:35, 36 


34 “Can you lift up your voice to 
the clouds, 
So that an abundance of water 
will cover you? 
35 “Can you send forth lightnings 
that they may go 
And say to you, ‘Here we are’? 
36 “Who has ®put wisdom in the 
innermost being 
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Or given understanding to the 
mind? Job 9:4; Ps 51:6; Ec 2:26 
37 “Who can count the clouds by 
wisdom, 
Or ®tip ae water jars of the 
heave Job 38:34 
38 pare the dust hardens into a 


And ahe clods stick together? 


39 Rae you hunt the ®prey for the 
ion; 
Or satisfy the appetite of the 
young lions, Ps 104:21 
40 When they crouch in their 
dens 
And lie in wait in their lair? 
41 “Who prepares for 8the raven 
its nourishment 
When its young cry to God 
And wander about without 
food? Ps 147:9: Ma 6:26: Lk 12:24 


ae Speaks of Nature and Its 
Beings 
739° you know the time the 
;mountain goats give 
birth? 
Do you observe the calving of 
the deer? Lit goats of the rock 
2 “Can you count the months 
they fulfill, 
Or do you know the time they 
give birth? 
3 “They kneel down, they bring 
forth their young, 
They get rid of their labor 


pains. 
4 “Their offspring become 
strong, they grow up in the 
open field; 
They leave and do not return 
to them. 


5 “Who sent out the wild donkey 
free? 
And who loosed the bonds of 
the swift donkey, 
6 To whom I gave the 
wilderness for a home 
And the salt land for his 
dwelling place? 
7 “He scorns the tumult of the 


city, 
The shoutings of the driver he 
does not hear. 
8 “He explores the mountains for 
his pasture 


JOB 39:22 


And searches after every 
green thing. 
9 “Will the wild ox consent to 
serve you, 
Or will he spend the night at 
your manger? 
10 “Can you bind the wild ox ina 
furrow with Tropes, 
Or will he harrow the valleys 
after you? Lit his rope 
11 “Will you trust him because his 
strength is great 
And leave your labor to him? 
12 “Will you have faith in him that 
he will return your ‘grain 
And gather it from your. . 
threshing floor? Lit seed 
Wie 13 “The ahs wings flap 
joyously 
With the pinion and plumage 
of Flove, 
14 For she abandons her eggs to 
the earth 
And warms them in the dust, 
15 And she forgets that a foot 
may crush ‘them, 
Or that a wild beast may 
trample ‘them. Lit it « Lit it 
16 “She treats her young &cruelly, 
as if they were not hers; 
Though her labor be in vain, 
she is unconcerned; 
17 Because God has made her 
forget wisdom, 
And has not given her a share 
of understanding. 
18 “When she lifts herself Ton 


high, 
She laughs at the horse and 
his rider. Or to flee 


19 “Do you give the horse his 
might? 
Do you clothe his neck with a 
mane? 
20 “Do you make him ®leap like 
the locust? 
His majestic ®snorting is 
terrible. Joel 2:5 ¢ Je 8:16 
21 “THe paws in the valley, and 
rejoices in his strength; 
He ®goes out to meet the 
weapons. Lit They paw @ Je 8:6 
22 “He aati at fear and is not 
dismayed; 


Y% 39:1-3 %% 39:13-17 39:13 Or astork 
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And he does not turn back 
from the sword. 
23 “The quiver rattles against him, 
The flashing spear and 
javelin. 
24 “With shaking and rage he 
races over the ground, 
And he does not stand still at 
the voice of the trumpet. 
25 “As often as the trumpet sounds 
he says, ‘Aha!’ 
And he scents the battle from 
afar, 
And the thunder of the 
captains and the war cry. 


26 “Is it by your understanding 
that the hawk soars, 
Stretching his wing's toward 
the south? 
27 “Is it at your command that the 
eagle mounts up 
And makes his nest on high? 
28 “On the cliff he dwells and 
lodges, 
Upon the rocky crag, an 
inaccessible place. 
29 “From there he spies out food; 
His eyes see it from afar. Job 9:26 
30 “His young ones also suck up 


blood; , 
And ®where the slain are, 
there is he.” Ma 24:28; Lk 17:37 


Job: What Can I Say? 
4 Then the Lorp said to Job, 
2 “Will the faultfinder contend 
with the Almighty? 
Let him who reproves God 
answer it.” Job 9:3: 10:2; 33:13; Is 45:9 


3 Then Job answered the Lorp 
and said, 
4 “Behold, | am insignificant; 
what can I reply to You? 
I lay my hand on my 
mouth. Job 21:5; 29:9 
5 “Once I have spoken, and ®1 
will not answer; 
Even twice, and I will add 
nothing more.” Job 9:3, 15 


God Questions Job 
6 Then the Lorp answered Job 
out of the storm and said, 
7 “Now &gird up your loins like a 
man; 
I will Sask you, and you 
instruct Me. Job 38:3 * Job 38:3: 42:4 
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8 “Will you really Sannul My 
judgment? 
Will you condemn Me that you 
may be justified? Ro 3:4 
9 “Or do you have an arm like 


od, 
And can you &thunder with a 
voice like His? — Job 37:5; Ps 29:3 


10 “RAdorn yourself with 
eminence and dignity, 
And clothe yourself with 
honor and majesty. Ps 93:1; 104:1 
11 “Pour out the overflowings of 
your anger, 
And look on everyone who is 
proud, and make him low. 
12 “Look on everyone who is 
proud, and humble him, 
And tread down the wicked 
where they stand. 
13 “8Hide them in the dust 


together; 
Bind ‘them in the hidden 
place. Is 2:10-12 ¢ Or their faces 
14 “Then I will also ‘confess to 
you, 
That your own right hand can 
Save you. Or praise you 


God’s Power Shown in 
Creatures 
15 “Behold now, ‘Behemoth, 
which I made as well as 
you; 
He eats grass like an ox. 
16 “Behold now, his strength in his 
loins 
And his power in the muscles 
of his belly. 
17 “He bends his tail like a cedar; 
The sinews of his thighs are 
knit together. 
18 “His bones are tubes of bronze; 
His ‘limbs are like bars of 
1ron. Lit bones 


19 “He is the ®first of the ways of 


od; 
Let his fmaker bring near his 
sword. Job 41:33 © Job 40:15 
20 “Surely the mountains ®bring 
him food, 
And all the beasts of the field 
Rplay there. Ps 104:14« Ps 104:26 
21 “Under the lotus plants he lies 
down, 


40:15 Or the hippopotamus 
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In the covert of the reeds and 
the marsh. 

22 “The lotus plants cover him 
with ‘shade; 

The willows of the brook 
surround him. Lit his shade 

23 “If a river Trages, he is not 
alarmed; 

He is confident, though the 
RJordan rushes to his 
mouth. Or oppresses ¢ Ge 13:10 

24 “Can anyone capture him 
Twhen he is on watch, 

With "barbs can anyone pierce 

his nose? _ Lit inhis eyes’ Lit snares 


pals Power Shown in 
Creatures 

4 oe you draw out 
FRLeviathan with a 
fishhook? 

Or press down his tongue with 
a cord? Job 3:8; Ps 74:14; 104:26; Is 27:1 
2 “Can you ®put a rope in his 


nose 
Or pierce his Jaw witha 
hook? 2 Ki 19:28; Is 37:29 


3 “Will he make many 
supplications to you, 
Or will he speak to you soft 
words? 
4 “Will he make a covenant with 
you? 
Will you take him for a 
servant forever? 
5 “Will you play with him as with 
a bird, 
Or will you bind him for your 
maidens? 
6 “Will the "traders bargain over 
him? 
Will they divide him among 
the merchants? Lit partners 
Ree Eni Ou ae ine his skin with 
arp 
Or his head with fishing 
spears? 
8 “Lay your hand on him; 
Remember the battle; you will 
not do it again! 
9 “TBehold, your expectation is 


false; 
Will you be laid low even at 
the sight of him? = ch41:1 in He 


10 “No one is so fierce that he 
dares to 8arouse him; 
Who then is he that can stand 
before Me? Job 3:8 


JOB 41:26 


yw 11 “Who has ®given to Me that 
I should repay him? 
Whatever is under the whole 
heaven is Mine. Ro 11:35 


12 “I will not keep silence 
concerning his limbs, 
Or his mighty strength, or his 
Torderly frame. Or graceful 
13 “Who can strip off his outer 
armor? 
Who can come within his 
double T™mail? So Gr; Heb bridle 
14 “Who can open the doors of his 
face? 
Around his teeth there is 
terror. 
15 “His strong scales are his 
pride, 
Shut up as with a tight seal. 
16 “One is so near to another 
That no air can come between 
them. 
17 “They are joined one to 
another; 
They clasp each other and 
cannot be separated. 
18 “His sneezes flash forth light, 
And his eyes are like the 
eyelids of the morning. 
19 “Out of his mouth go burning 
torches; 
Sparks of fire leap forth. 
20 “Out of his nostrils smoke goes 
forth 
As from a boiling pot and 
burning rushes. 
21 “His breath kindles coals, 
And a flame goes forth from 
his mouth. 
22 “In his neck lodges strength, 
And dismay leaps before him. 
23 “The folds of his flesh are 
joined together, 
Firm on him and immovable. 
24 “His heart is as hard as a stone, 
Even as hard as a lower 
millstone. 
25 “When he raises himself up, the 
Tmighty fear; 
Because of the crashing they 
are bewildered. Or gods 
26 “The sword that reaches him 
cannot avail, 
Nor the spear, the dart or the 
javelin. 


41:1 Or the crocodile %% 41:11 


JOB 41:27 


27 “He regards iron as straw, 

Bronze as rotten wood. 

28 5s Tarrow cannot make him 
ee; 

Slingstones are turned into 
stubble for him. Lit son of the bow 

29 “Clubs are regarded as stubble; 

He laughs at the rattling of the 
javelin. 

30 “His underparts are like sharp 
potsherds; 

He ‘spreads out like a 
threshing sledge on the 
mire. Or moves across 

31 “He makes the depths boil like 
a pot; 

He makes the sea like a jar of 
ointment. 

32 “Behind him he makes a wake 
to shine; 

One would think the deep to 
be gray-haired. 

33 “RNothing on earth is like him, 

One made without fear. Job 40:19 

34 “THe looks on everything that 
is high; 

He is king over all the 8sons of 
pride.” Ch 41:26 in He * Job 28:8 


Job’s Confession 
4 Then Job answered the Lorp 
and said, 

2 “I know that You can do all 
things, 

And that no purpose of Yours 
can be thwarted. 

3 ‘Who is this that hides 
counsel without 
knowledge?’ 

“Therefore I have declared that 

which I did not understand, 
Things too wonderful for me, 

which I did not know.” Job 38:2 

4 ‘Hear, now, and I will speak; 

I will ask You, and You 
instruct me.’ Job 38:3; 40:7 

5 “I have heard of You by the 
hearing of the ear; 

But now my eye sees You; 

6 Therefore I retract, 

And I repent in dust and 
ashes.” 


God Displeased with Job’s 
Friends 

7 It came about after the Lorp 
had spoken these words to Job, that 
the Lorp said to Eliphaz the Teman- 
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ite, “My wrath is kindled against you 
and against your two friends, because 
you have not spoken of Me what is 
right as My servant Job has. 

8 “Now therefore, take for your- 
selves seven bulls and seven rams, 
and go to My servant Job, and offer 
up a burnt offering for yourselves, 
and My servant Job will ®pray for 
you. For I will accept him so that I 
may not do with you according to 
your folly, because you have not spo- 
ken of Me what is right, as My servant 
Job has.” Nu 23:1 ¢ Ge 20:17; Jam 5:16; 1 Jo 5:16 

9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and 
Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite went and did as the Lorp 
told them; and the Lorp ‘accepted 
Job. Lit lifted up the face of 


God Restores Job’s Fortunes 

10 The Lorp restored the fortunes 
of Job when he prayed for his friends, 
and the Lorp increased all that Job 
had twofold. 

11 Then all his 8brothers and all 
his sisters and all who had known 
him before came to him, and they ate 
bread with him in his house; and they 
Rconsoled him and comforted him for 
all the adversities that the Lorp had 
brought on him. And each one gave 
him one "piece of money, and each a 
ring of gold. — Job 19:13 « Job 2:11 © Heb gesitah 

12 ®The Lorp blessed the latter 
days of Job more than his beginning; 
and he had 14,000 sheep and 6,000 
camels and 1,000 yoke of oxen and 
1,000 female donkeys. Job 1:10; 8:7; Jam 5:11 

13 ®He had seven sons and three 
daughters. Job 1:2 

14. He named the first Jemimah, 
and the second Keziah, and the third 
Keren-happuch. 

15 In all the land no women were 
found so fair as Job’s daughters; and 
their father gave them inheritance 
among their brothers. 

16 After this, Job lived 140 years, 
and saw his sons and his grandsons, 
four generations. 

17 And Job died, an old man and 
full of days. Ge 15:15; 25:8; Job 5:26 


PSALMS 


Author: Seventy-five of the psalms in 
the book are designated as 
Davidic: 3-9; 11-32; 34-41; 
51-65; 68-70; 86; 101; 
103; 108-110; 122; 124; 
131; 133; and 138-145. The 
New Testament tells us that 
the “anonymous” psalms 2 
and 95 were also written by 
David. In addition to these, 
twelve are by Asaph, a priest 
who headed the service of 
music; ten are by the sons of 
Korah, a guild of singers and 
composers; two are by 
Solomon, Israel’s most pow- 
erful king; one is by Moses; 
one by Heman, a wise man; 
and one is by Ethan, another 
wise man. The remaining fifty 
psalms are anonymous, but 
tradition attributes them to 
Ezra. 


Time: c. 1410-430 B.c. 


Key Verse: Ps 19:14 
Theme: A collection of songs that lit- 


erally covers hundreds of 
years of Jewish history from 
the patriarchs down through 
the postexilic period, the Book 
of Psalms is practical and per- 
sonal as well as scenic and 
magnificently beautiful. The 
Psalms teach us how to pray, 
how to grieve, how to rejoice, 
and how to worship. Any 
Christian who makes building 
a relationship with God a pri- 
ority in his or her life will find 
great spiritual nourishment in 
the Psalms. It is the prayer 
book for all who believe in the 
God of the universe. Jesus 
used it as such, and so should 
we. 


The following expressions occur often in the Psalms: 


Selah May mean Pause, Crescendo, or Musical Interlude 
Maskil Possibly, Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 
Mikhtam Possibly, Enigrammatic Poem or Atonement Psalm 
Sheol The nether world 

BOOK 1 And its leaf does not wither; 


The Righteous and the Wicked 
Contrasted. 
How blessed is the man 
w~ who does not walk in the 
counsel of the wicked, 
Nor stand in the path of 
sinners, 
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 
2 But his 8delight is in the law 
of the Lorpb, 
And in His law he meditates 
day and night. Ps 119:14, 16, 35 
3 He will be like a tree firmly 
planted by streams of water, 
Which yields its fruit in its 
season 


And in whatever he does, ®he 
prospers. Ge 39:2, 3, 23; Ps 128:2 


The wicked are not so, 

But they are like chaff which 
the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not 
stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the assembly of 
the righteous. Ps 9:7, 8, 16 

For the Lorp knows the way 
of the righteous, 

But the way of &the wicked 
will perish. Ps 9:5, 6; 11:6 


YF 11-6 


PSALM 2:1 


The Reign of the Lorp’s 
Anointed. 


t 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 
7 
8 
9 


10 


11 


12 


Why are ®the nations in an 
uproar 
And the peoples devising a 
vain thing? Ps 46:6; 83:2-5; Ac 4:25, 26 
The kings of the earth take 
their stand 
And the rulers take counsel 
together 
Against the Lorp and against 
His FAnointed, saying, 
“Let us 8tear their fetters 
apart 
And cast away their cords 
from us!” Je 5:5 
He who Fsits in the heavens 
laughs, 
The Lord scoffs at them. 
Then He will speak to them in 
His Ranger 
And &terrify them in His fury, 
Saying, Ps 21:8, 9; 76:7 « Ps 78:49, 50 
“But as for Me, I have installed 
RMy King 
Upon Zion, "My holy 
mountain.” Ps 45:6 © Ps 48:1, 2 


“T will surely tell of the decree 
of the Lorpb: 
He said to Me, ‘You are My 
Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 
‘Ask of Me, and I will surely 
give the nations as Your 
inheritance, 
And the very ends of the earth 
as Your possession. 
“You shall break them with a 
rod of iron, 
You shall shatter them like 
Tearthenware’ OTH potter’s ware 
Now therefore, O kings, show 
discernment; 
Take warning, O "judges of the 
earth. Pr 8:15; 27:11 
Worship the Lorp with 
reverence 
And rejoice with trembling. 
Do homage to ®the Son, that 
He not become angry, and 
you perish in the way, 
For 8His wrath may soon be 
kindled. 
How blessed are all who ®take 
refuge in Him!  ps2:7+ Re 6:16, 17 
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Morning Prayer of Trust in God. 


A Psalm of David, when the fled from 
Absalom his son. 
Many are rising up against 
me. 2 Sa 15:12; Ps 69:4 


O Lorp, how Rmy_ 
adversaries have increased! 
2 Many are saying of my soul, 
“There is no deliverance for 


him in God.” FSelah. 
3 But You, O Lorp, are 8a shield 
about me, 


My ®glory, and the One who 
lifts my head. Ps 5:12; 28:7 « Ps 62:7 
4 I was crying to the Lorp with 
my voice, 
And He answered me from 
His holy mountain. Selah. 
5 I lay down and slept; 
I awoke, for the Lorp sustains 
me. Le 26:6; Ps 4:8; Pr 3:24 
6 I will not be afraid of ten 
thousands of people 
Who have set themselves 
against me round about. 


7 Arise, O Lorp; 8save me, O 
my God! 
For You have smitten all my 
enemies on the cheek; 
You have shattered the teeth 
of the wicked. Ps 7:6 « Ps 6:4; 22:21 
8 Salvation belongs to the Lorp; 
Your blessing be upon Your 
people! Selah 


Evening Prayer of Trust in God. 


+For the choir director; on stringed 
instruments. A Psalm of David. 


RAnswer me when ®I call, O 
God of my righteousness! 
You have relieved me in my 


distress; 
Be gracious to me and hear 
my prayer. Ps 3:4; 17:6 ¢ Ps 18:6 


2 Osons of men, how long will 
my honor become a 
reproach? 

How long will you love what is 


¥2:1-Ac 4:25-26 2:4 Or is enthroned 2:9 Another 
reading is rule 2:10 Or leaders 2:12 Or quickly, 
suddenly, easily 3:1+2 Sa 15:13-17, 29 

% 3:1-82:2 Or Messiah 3:2 Selah may mean: 
Pause, Crescendo or Musical interlude 4:1+I.e. 
Belonging to the choir director’s anthology 
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worthless and aim at 

deception? Selah. 
3 But know that the Lorp has 

Rset apart the godly man for 


Himself; 
The Lorp ®hears when I call 
to Him. Ps 135:4 # Ps 6:8, 9; 17:6 


4 Tremble, and do not sin; 
Meditate in your heart upon 
your bed, and be still. 
Selah. 
5 Offer the sacrifices of 
righteousness, 
And trust in the Lorp. 


6 Many are saying, “Who will 
show us any good?” 

RLift up the light of Your 
countenance upon us, O 
Lorp! Nu 6:26; Ps 80:3, 7, 19 

7 You have put gladness in my 
heart, 

More than when their grain 
and new wine abound. 

ae 8 In esa I will both lie down 
and sleep, 

For You alone, O Lorp, make 
me to dwell in safety. 


Prayer for Protection from the 
Wicked. 


For the choir director; for fflute 
accompaniment. A Psalm of David. 


yt Give ear to my words, O 


Lorp, 
Consider my F®groaning. Ps 104:34 
2 Heed ®the sound of my cry for 
help, my King and my God, 
For to You I pray. Ps 140:6 « Ps 84:3 
3 Inthe morning, O Lorp, You 
will hear my voice; 
In the morning | will order 
my prayer to You and 
eagerly watch. 


4 For You are not a God who 
takes pleasure in 
wickedness; 

RNo evil dwells with You. Ps 92:15 

5 The boastful shall not stand 
before Your eyes; 

You hate all who do iniquity. 

6 You 8destroy those who speak 
falsehood; 

The Lorp abhors the man of 
bloodshed and deceit. Ps 52:4,5 
7 But as for me, by Your 


Ps 88:13 


PSALM 6:4 


abundant lovingkindness I 
will enter Your house, 

At Your holy temple I will bow 
in reverence for You. 


8 O Lorp, 8lead me 8in Your 
righteousness ®because of 
my foes; 

Make Your way straight before 

me. Ps 31:3 Ps 31:1 ¢ Ps 27:11 

9 There is 8nothing reliable in 
what they say; 

Their 8inward part is 
destruction itself. 

Their 8throat is an open grave; 

They flatter with their 
tongue. Ps 52:3 ¢ Ps 7:14 © Ro 3:13 

10 Hold them guilty, O God; 

Be fheir own devices let them 

all! 

In the multitude of their 
TASS OTI BR Rthrust them 
ou 

For they are rebellious against 
You. Ps 9:16 ¢ Ps 36:12 


11 But let all who ®take refuge 
in You be glad, 
Let them ever sing for joy; 
And may You shelter them, 
That those who love Your 
name may exult in You. ps 2:12 
12 For it is You who ®blesses the 
righteous man, O Lorp, 
You surround him with favor 
as with a shield. Ps 29:11 


Prayer for Mercy in Time of 
Trouble. 


For the choir director; with stringed 
instruments, fupon an eight-string lyre. 
A Psalm of David. 


O Lorp, do not rebuke me in 
Your anger, 
Nor chasten me in Your wrath. 
2 Be gracious to me, O Lorp, for 
I am ®pining away; 
Heal me, O Lorp, for my 
bones are dismayed. Ps 102:4, 11 
3 And my soul is greatly 
dismayed; 
But You, O Lorp—how long? 
4 Return, O Lorn, rescue my 
Fsoul; 


Y% 4:8 5:1tHeb Neiloth %% 5:1-8 5:1 Or 
meditation %* 5:11-12 6:1}Or according to a 
lower octave (Heb Sheminith) 6:4 Or life 


PSALM 6:5 


Save me because of Your 
lovingkindness. Ps 17:13 
5 For there is no mention of You 
in death; 
In TSheol who will give You 
thanks? Ie. the nether world 


6 Iam weary with my sighing; 
Every night I make my bed 
swim, 
I dissolve my couch with ®my 
tears. Ps 69:3 ¢ Ps 42:3 
7 My eye has wasted away with 
grief; 
It has become old because of 
all my adversaries. 


vw 8 Depart from me, all you who 
do iniquity, 
For the Lorp has heard the 
voice of my weeping. 
9 The Lorp has heard my 
supplication, 
The Lorp receives my prayer. 
10 All my enemies will be 
ashamed and greatly 
dismayed; 
They shall turn back, they will 
suddenly be ashamed. 


The Lorp Implored to Defend the 
Psalmist against the Wicked. 


A +Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the 
Lorp *concerning Cush, a Benjamite. 


7 O Lorpb my God, in You I have 
taken refuge; 
Save me from all those who 
pursue me, and deliver me, 
2 Or he will tear my soul like a 
lion, 
Dragging me away, while 
there is none to deliver. or me 


3 O ae my God, if I have done 
is, 

If there is 8injustice in my 
hands, 1 Sa 24:11 

4 If I have rewarded evil to my 
friend, 

Or have ®plundered him who 
without cause was my 
adversary, 1 Sa 24:7; 26:9 

5 Let the enemy pursue my soul 
and overtake it; 

And let him trample my life 
down to the ground 

And lay my glory in the dust. 

Selah. 
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6 ®Arise, O Lorp, in Your anger; 

RLift up Yourself against "the 
rage of my adversaries, 

And arouse Yourself for me; 
You have appointed 
judgment. Ps 3:7¢ Ps 94:2 « Ps 138:7 

7 Let the assembly of the 
Rpeoples encompass You, 

And over them return on 
high. Ps 22:27 « Lit it 

we 8 The Lorp judges the peoples; 

Vindicate me, O Lorp, 
according to my 
righteousness and my 
integrity that isin me. LitJue 

9 Olet the evil of the wicked 
come to an end, but 
establish the righteous; 

For the righteous God tries the 
hearts and Fminds. 

10 My &shield is with God, 

Who 8&saves the upright in 

heart. Ps 18:2, 30 © Ps 97:10, 11; 125:4 
11 Godis a ®righteous judge, 

And a God who has 

indignation every day. Ps 50:6 


12 If aman ®does not repent, He 
will sharpen His sword; 
He has bent His bow and 
made it ready. Ps 58:5 « De 32:41 
13 He has also prepared for 
Himself deadly weapons; 
He makes His ®arrows fiery 
shafts. Ps 18:14; 45:5 
14 Behold, he travails with 
wickedness, 
And he conceives mischief 
and brings forth falsehood. 
15 He has dug a pit and hollowed 


it out, 

And has fallen into the hole 
which he made. Job 4:8; Ps 57:6 

16 His ®mischief will return upon 

his own head, 

And his ®violence will 
descend upon fhis own 
pate. Es 9:25; Ps 140:9 © Ps 140:11 


17 I will give thanks to the Lorp 
Raccording to His 
righteousness 

And will sing praise to the 


6:5 Or remembrance %~ 6:8-9 7:1+Le. 
Dithyrambic rhythm; or wild passionate song *Or 
concerning the words of 3 7:8 7:9 Lit kidneys, 
figurative for inner man _ 7:16 I.e. the crown of his 
own head 
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name of the Lorp Most 
High. Ps 71:15, 16 © Ps 9:2; 66:1, 2, 4 


The Lorp’s Glory and Man’ 
Dignity. abe i 


For the choir director; on the Gittith. 
A Psalm of David. 


Va O Lorp, our Lord, 
How majestic is Your name 
in all the earth, 

Who have &displayed Your 
splendor above the 
heavens! Ps 57:5, 11; 113:4; 148:13 

2 From the mouth of infants and 
nursing babes You have 
established strength 

Because of Your adversaries, 

To make ®the enemy and the 
revengeful cease. Ps 44:16 


3 When I consider Your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, 
The moon and the stars, 
which You have ordained; 
4 What is man that You 'take 
thought of him, 
And the son of man that You 
care for him? Or remember him 
5 Yet You have made him a little 
lower than God, 
And ®You crown him with 
glory and majesty! Ps 103:4 
6 You make him to rule over the 
works of Your hands; 
You have ®put all things under 
his feet, 1 Co 15:27; Ep 1:22; He 2:8 
7 All sheep and oxen, 
And also the "beasts of the 


field, Or animals 
8 The birds of the heavens and 
the fish of the sea, 


Whatever passes through the 
paths of the seas. 


9 RO Lorp, our Lord, 
How majestic is Your name in 
all the earth! Ps 8:1 


A Psalm of Thanksgiving for 
God’s Justice. 


For the choir director; on }Muth-labben. 
A Psalm of David. 


PSALM 9:13 
I will 8sing praise to Your 
name, O Most High. © ps6¢:2,4 


3 When my enemies turn back, 
They stumble and &perish 


beforeYou. Ps 27:2 
4 For You have ®maintained my 
just cause; 


You have sat on the throne 
judging righteously. — Ps 140:12 
5 You have rebuked the nations, 
You have destroyed the 
wicked; 
You have blotted out their 
name forever and ever. 
6 The enemy has come to an 
end in perpetual ruins, 
And You have uprooted the 


cities; 
The very 8memory of them 
has perished. Ps 34:16 


7 But the 8Lorp Fabides forever; 
He has established His throne 
for judgment, Ps 10:16 
8 And He will judge the world 
in righteousness; 
He will execute judgment for 
the peoples with equity 
9 The Lorp also will be a 
Rstronghold for the 
oppressed, 
A stronghold in times of 
trouble; Ps 32:7; 59:9, 16, 17 
10 And those who ®know Your 
name will put their trust in 
You, 
For You, O Lorp, have not 
Rforsaken those who seek 
You. Ps 91:14 © Ps 37:28; 94:14 


11 Sing praises to the LorbD, who 
Rdwells in Zion; 
RDeclare among the peoples 
His deeds. _ Ps 76:2 + Ps 105:1; 107:22 
12 For He who Frequires blood 
remembers them; 
He does not forget the cry of 
the afflicted. Ge 9:5; Ps 72:14 
13 Be gracious to me, O Lorp; 
See my affliction from those 
Rwho hate me, 
You who lift me up from the 


9 I will give thanks to the gates of death, Bee 

yw Lorp with all my heart; 

I will 8tell of all Your Y% 81-9 9:liLe. “Death tothe Son” %% 9:1-2 
wonders. Ps 86:12 © Ps 26:7 9:7 Or sits as king 2% 9:9-10 9:12 Le. avenges 


2 Iwill be glad and exult in You; _ bloodshed 


PSALM 9:14 


14 That I may tell of ®all Your 
praises, 
That in the gates of the 
daughter of Zion 
I may rejoice in Your 
salvation. Ps 106:2 
15 The nations have sunk down 
Rin the pit which they have 


made; 

In the 8net which they hid, 
their own foot has been 
caught. Ps 7:15, 16 © Ps 57:6 

16 The Lorp has made Himself 
known; 

He has executed judgment. 

In the work of his own hands 
the wicked is snared. 

Higgaion Selah. 


17 The wicked will return to 
Sheol, 
Even all the nations who 
Rforget God. Job 8:13; Ps 50:22 
18 For the 8needy will not always 
be forgotten, 
Nor the hope of the afflicted 
perish forever. Ps 9:12; 12:5 
19 RArise, O Lorp, do not let man 


prevail; 
Let the nations be judged 
before You. Nu 10:35 © Ps 9:5 


20 Put them in fear, O Lorp; 
Let the nations know that they 
are but men. Selah. 


A Prayer for the Overthrow of 
the Wicked. 
l Why do You stand afar off, O 
Lorpb? 
Why do You hide Yourself in 
times of trouble? Ps 13:1; 55:1 
2 In ®pride the wicked hotly 
pursue the afflicted; 
Let them be ®caught in the 
plots which they have 
devised. Ps 73:6, 8 © Ps 7:16; 9:16 


3 For the wicked boasts of his 
heart’s desire, 
And Fthe greedy man curses 
and ®spurns the Lorp. Ps 10:13 
4 The wicked, in the 
haughtiness of his 
countenance, ®does not 
seek Him. 
All his 'thoughts are, “There is 
no God.” Ps 10:13; 36:2 © Or plots 
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5 His ways ®prosper at all 
times; . 
Your judgments are on high, 
Rout of his sight; 
As for all his adversaries, he 
snorts at them. — Ps52:7¢ Ps 28:5 
6 He says to himself, “I will not 
be moved; 
TThroughout all generations I 
will not be in adversity.” Lit t% 
7 His ®mouth is full of curses 
and deceit and 8oppression; 
Under his tongue is mischief 
and wickedness. Ro 3:14 Ps 73:8 
8 He sits in the 8lurking places 
of the villages; 
In the hiding places he ®kills 
the innocent; 
His eyes stealthily watch for 
the unfortunate. Ps 11:2 « Ps 94:6 
9 He lurks in a hiding place asa 
lion in his lair; 
He 8lurks to catch the 
afflicted; 
He catches the afflicted when 
he draws him into his net 
10 He ‘crouches, he bows down, 
And the unfortunate fall ‘by 
his mighty ones. Or is crushed 
11 He ®says to himself, “God has 
forgotten; 
He has hidden His face; He 
will never see it.” Ps 10:4 


yw 12 Arise, O Lorp; O God, lift up 
Your hand. 
Do not forget the afflicted. 
13. Why has the wicked ®spurned 
God? 
He has said to himself, “You 
will not require it.” Ps 10:3 
14 You have seen it, for You have 
beheld ®mischief and 
vexation to take it into Your 
hand. 
The 8unfortunate commits 
himself to You; 
You have been the ®helper of 
the orphan. Ps 10:7 « Ps 22:11 « Ps 68:5 
15 Break the arm of the wicked 
and the evildoer, 
Seek out his wickedness until 
You find none. Ps 37:17 


16 The Lorp is King forever and 
ever; 


10:3 Or blesses the greedy man 10:10 Or into his 
claws 3% 10:12-18 
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Nations have perished from 

His land. Ps 29:10 © De 8:20 
17 OLorp, You have heard the 
Rdesire of the Fhumble; 
You will 8strengthen their 
heart, You will incline Your 
ear Ps 9:18 © 1 Ch 29:18 © Ps 34:15 
18 To Fvindicate the Sorphan and 
the oppressed, 

So that man who is of the 
earth will no longer cause 
Rterror. Ps 146:9 © Ps 9:9; 74:21 ¢ Is 29:20 

The Lorp a Refuge and Defense. 
For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 
yr] In the Lorp I ®take refuge; 
How can you say to my 
soul, “Flee as a bird to your 
Rmountain; Ps 2:12 ¢ Ps 121:1 

2 For, behold, the wicked ®bend 
the bow, 

They make ready their arrow 
upon the string 

To shoot in darkness at the 
upright in heart. Ps 7:12; 37:14 

3 Ifthe foundations are 
destroyed, 

What can the righteous do?” 

4 The Lorp is in His holy 
temple; the Lorp’s throne is 
in heaven; 

His eyes behold, His eyelids 
test the sons of men. 

5 The Lorp tests the righteous 
and 8the wicked, 

And the one who loves 
violence His soul hates. ps5:5 

6 Upon the wicked He will ®rain 
Fsnares; 

Fire and brimstone and 
burning wind will be the 
portion of their cup. Ps 18:13, 14 

7 For the Lorp is ®righteous, 
RHe loves righteousness; 

The upright will behold His 


face. Ps 7:9, 11 © Ps 33:5; 45:7 
God, a Helper against the 
Treacherous. 


For the choir director; Tupon an eight- 
stringed lyre. A Psalm of David. 


] Help, Lorp, for the godly man 
ceases to be, 
For the faithful disappear 
from among the sons of 
men. Is 57:1; Mi 7:2 


PSALM 13:4 


2 They speak falsehood to one 
another; 
With flattering lips and with a 
double heart they speak. 
3 May the Lorp cut off all 


flattering lips, 
The tongue that speaks great 
things; Da 7:8; Re 13:5 


4 Who 8have said, “With our 
tongue we will prevail; 
Our lips are Tour own; who is 
lord over uS?” Ps 73:8, 9 « Lit with us 
5 “Because of the devastation of 
the afflicted, because of the 
groaning of the needy, 
Now I will arise,” says the 
Lorp; “I will set him in the 
safety for which he longs.” 


6 The words of the Lorp are 
pure words; 

As silver ®tried in a furnace on 
the earth, refined seven 
times. 0:5 

7 You, O Lorp, will keep Hem: 

You will preserve him from 
this generation forever. 

8 The wicked strut about on 
every side 

When ‘vileness is exalted 
among the sons of men. 


Prayer for Help in Trouble. 
For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


l How long, O Lorp? Will You 
forget me forever? 
How long ®will You hide Your 
face from me? Job 13:24; Ps 89:46 
2 How long shall I 8take counsel 
in my soul, 
Having ®sorrow in my heart 
all the day? 
How long will my enemy be 
exalted over me@? Ps 42:4 Ps 42:9 


3 Consider and answer me, O 
Lorpb my God; 
Enlighten my eyes, or I will 
sleep the sleep of death, ps5:1 
4 And my enemy will say, “I 
have overcome him,” 
And my adversaries will 
rejoice when I am shaken. 


10:17 Or afflicted 10:18 Lit judge 9* 11:1-7 
11:6 Or coals of fire 12:1+Or according to a lower 
octave (Heb Sheminith) 3% 12:6-7 12:8 Or 
worthlessness 


PSALM 13:5 


5 But I have 8trusted in Your 


lovingkindness;. 
My heart shall rejoice in Your 
salvation. Ps 52:8 © Ps 9:14 


6 I will 8sing to the Lorp, 


Because He has dealt 


bountifully with me. Ps 96:1,2 


Folly and Wickedness of Men. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


The fool has &said in his heart, 
“There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, they have 
committed abominable 
Tdeeds; 

There is no one who does 
good. Ps 10:4; 53:1 ¢ Lit doings 

The Lorp has looked down 
from heaven upon the sons 
of men 

To see if there are any who 
understand, 
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He who &walks with integrity, 
and works righteousness, 

And &speaks truth in his 
heart. Ps 24:4; Is 33:15 * Ze 8:16; Ep 4:25 

He 8does not slander with his 
tongue, j 

Nor does evil to his neighbor, 

Nor takes up a reproach 
against his friend; Ps 50:20 

In whose eyes a reprobate is 
despised, 

But who honors those who 
fear the Lorp; 

He ®swears to his own hurt 
and does not change; Ju 11:35 

He does not put out his money 
Fat interest, 

Nor does he take a bribe 
against the innocent. 

RHe who does these things 
will never be shaken. 2Pe1:10 


The Lorp the Psalmist’s 
Portion in Life and Deliverer 


Who ®seek after God. 1¢n22:19 jn Death. 
They have all 8turned aside, 
together they have become A }Mikhtam of David. 


corrupt; 

There is no one who does 
good, not even one. 

Do all the workers of 
wickedness not know, 

Who Reat up my people as 
they eat bread, 

And do not call upon the 
Lord? Ps 82:5 « Ps 27:2; Je 10:25; Mi 3:3 

There they are in great dread, 

For God is with the righteous 
generation. Ps 73:15; 112:2 

You would put to shame the 
counsel of the afflicted, 

But the Lorp is his refuge. 


Oh, that the salvation of 
Israel would come out of 
Zion! 

When the Lorp FFrestores His 
captive people, 

Jacob will rejoice, Israel will 
be glad. Ps 53:6 © Ps 85:1, 2 


Ps 58:3 


16 


RPreserve me, O God, for ®I 
take refuge in YOu. Ps 17:8¢ Ps 7:1 


2 I said to the Lorp, “You are 


my Lord; 

I have no good besides You.” 

As for the saints who are in 
the earth, 

They are the majestic ones in 
whom is all my delight. 

The ®sorrows of those who 
have bartered for another 
god will be multiplied; 

I shall not pour out their drink 
offerings of ®blood, 

Nor will I take their names 
upon my LipS. Ps 32:10 « Ps 106:37, 38 


The Lorp is the portion of my 
inheritance and my &cup; 
You support my lot. Ps 23:5 
The ®lines have fallen to me in 

pleasant places; 
Indeed, my heritage is 
Rbeautiful to me. Ps 78:55 « Je 3:19 


Description of a Citizen of Zion. 


A Psalm of David. 


7 I will bless the Lorp who has 
Rcounseled me; 


O Lorp, who may ‘abide 
Rin Your tent? 
Who may dwell on Your holy 
hill? Lit sojourn « Ps 27:5, 6; 61:4 * Ps 24:3 


14:7 Or restores the fortunes of His people 

Y 5:1-5 15:5 Le. toa fellow Israelite 
16:1;Possibly Epigrammatic Poem or Atonement 
Psalm 
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Indeed, my mind instructs me 
in the night. Ps 73:24 © Ps 77:6 
8 I have set the Lorp 
continually before me; 
Because He is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken. 
9 Therefore ®my heart is glad 
and my glory rejoices; 
My flesh also will .dwell 
securely. Ps 4:7; 13:5 © Ps 4:8 
10 For You 8will not abandon my 
soul to Sheol; 
Nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to Fundergo 
decay. Ps 49:15; 86:13 ¢ Ac 13:35 
11 You will make known to me 
the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of 


Joy; 
In Your right hand there are 
pleasures forever. 


Prayer for Protection against 
Oppressors. 


A Prayer of David. 


] Hear a just cause, O Lorp, 
give heed to my cry; 
Give ear to my prayer, which 
is not from deceitful lips. 
2 Let 8my judgment come forth 
from Your presence; 
Let Your eyes look with 
Requity. Ps 103:6 Ps 98:9; 99:4 
3 You have tried my heart; 
You have visited me by night; 
You have tested me and You 
find fnothing; 
I have purposed that my 
mouth will not transgress. 
4 As for the deeds of men, ®by 
the word of Your lips 
I have kept from the ®paths of 
the violent. Ps 119:9, 101 « Ps 10:5-11 
5 My steps have held fast to 
Your paths. 
My feet have not slipped. 


6 I have 8called upon You, for 
You will answer me, O God; 
RIncline Your ear to me, hear 
my speech. _ Ps 86:7; 116:2 « Ps 88:2 
7 RWondrously show Your 
lovingkindness, 
O ®Savior of those who take 
refuge at Your right hand 
From those who rise up 
against them. Ps 31:21 Ps 20:6 


PSALM 18:2 


yw 8 sees me as the Rapple of the 


Hide1 me in the shadow of Your 
wing SH De 32:10; Ze 2:8 
9 From ne Rwicked who despoil 


me 
My Rdeadly enemies who 
surround me. _ Ps31:20 Ps 27:12 
10 They have ®closed their 
Tunfeeling heart, 
With their mouth they speak 
proudly. Job 15:27; Ps 73:7 « Lit fat 
11 They have now &surrounded 
us in our steps; 
They set their eyes to cast us 
down to the ground. © ps83:17 
12 Heis ®like a lion that is eager 
to tear, 
And as a young lion lurking 
in hiding places. Ps 7:2 Ps 10:9 


13 Arise, O Lorp, confront him, 
bring him low; 
Deliver my soul from the 
wicked with Your sword, 
14 From men with ®Your hand, O 
Lorp, 
From men of the world, whose 
portion is in this life, 
And whose belly You fill with 
Your treasure; 
They are satisfied with 
children, 
And leave their abundance to 
their babes. Ps 17:7 © Ps 49:6 
15 As for me, I shall behold Your 
face in righteousness; 
I will be satisfied with Your 
likeness when I awake. 


The Lorp Praised for Giving 
Deliverance. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David the 
servant of the Lorp, twho spoke to the Lorp 
the words of this song in the day that the Lorp 
delivered him from the hand of all his enemies 
and from the hand of Saul. And he said, 


l 8 love You, O Lorp, ®my 
gis strength.” Ps 59:17 
2 The Lorp is my rock and my 


fortress and my ®deliverer, 


+ 16:9-Ma 27:57-60 %416:10-Ma 27:63 16:10 Or 
see corruption or the pit 17:3 Or no evil device in 
me; My mouth 2% 17:8 17:8 Lit the pupil, the 
daughter of the eye 18:12 Sa 22:1-51 

Y% 18:1-19 


PSALM 18:3 


10 


11 


12 


13 


My God, my rock, in whom I 
take refuge; 

My shield and the horn of 
my salvation, my 
stronghold. Ps 144:2 ¢ Ps 19:14 

I call upon the Lorpb, who is 
Rworthy to be praised, 

And I am ®saved from my 
enemies. Ps 48:1; 96:4; 145:3 ¢ Ps 34:6 


The cords of death 
encompassed me, 

And the torrents of 
Fungodliness terrified me. 

The ®cords of Sheol 
surrounded me; 

The snares of death 
confronted me. Ps 116:3 

In my distress I called upon 
the Lorp, 

And cried to my God for help; 

He heard my voice out of His 
temple, 

And my cry for help before 
Him came into His ears. ps 3:4 


Then the earth shook and 
quaked; 

And the ®foundations of the 
mountains were trembling 

And were shaken, because He 
was angry. Ps 114:4, 6 

Smoke went up out of His 
nostrils, 

And ®fire from His mouth 
devoured; 

Coals were kindled by it. ps 50:3 

He bowed the heavens also, 
and came down 

With thick darkness under 
His feet. Ps 144:5 ¢ Ps 97:2 

He rode upon a ®cherub and 
flew; 

And He sped upon the ®wings 
of the wind. Ps 80:1: 99:1 « Ps 104:3 

He made 8darkness His hiding 
place, His canopy around 
Him, 

Darkness of waters, thick 
clouds of the skies. De 4:11 

From the ®brightness before 
Him passed His thick 
clouds, 

Hailstones and coals of fire. 

The Lorp also thundered in 
the heavens, 

And the Most High uttered 
His voice, 

Hailstones and coals of fire. 
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14 


15 


16 


br 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


He ®sent out His arrows, and 
scattered them, 

And lightning flashes in 
abundance, and ‘routed 
them. Ps 144:6; Hab 3:11 ¢ Lit confused 

Then the ®channels of water 
appeared, 

And the foundations of the 
world were laid bare 

At Your ®rebuke, O Lorpb, 

At the blast of the breath of 
Your nostrils. Ps 106:9 # Ps 76:6 


He ®sent from on high, He 
took me; 

He drew me out of many 
waters. Ps 144:7 © Ps 32:6 

He delivered me from my 
strong enemy, 

And from those who hated 
me, for they were ®too 
mighty for me. Ps 35:10; 142:6 

They confronted me in the day 
of my calamity, 

But the LorpD was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into 
a ®broad place; 

He rescued me, because He 
delighted in me. Ps 4:1; 31:8: 118:5 


The Lorp has rewarded me 
according to my 
righteousness; 

According to the cleanness of 
my hands He has 
recompensed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the 
Lorp, 

And have not wickedly 
departed from my God. 

For all SHis ordinances were 
before me, 

And I did not put away His 
statutes from me. Ps 119:30 

I was also "blameless with 


im, 

And I ®kept myself from my 
iniquity. Ps 19:12, 13; 25:11; 66:18 

Therefore the Lorp has 
recompensed me according 
to my righteousness, 

According to the cleanness of 
my hands in His eyes. 


With the kind You show 
Yourself kind; 


18:4 Or destruction; Heb Belial 18:23 Lit complete; 
or having integrity; or perfect 


26 
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With the blameless You show 
Yourself blameless; 

With the pure You show 
Yourself pure, 


«And with the crooked You 


27 


ate 


29 


30 


31 


32 
33 
34 


35 


36 


37 


38 


39 


show Yourself Fastute. 

For You save an afflicted 
people, 

But haughty eyes You abase. 

8 For You light my lamp; 

The Lorp my God 8illumines 
my darkness. Ps 27:1 

For by You I can FRrun upon a 
troop; 

And by my God I can leap 
over a wall. Ps 118:10-12 


As for God, His way is 
blameless; 
The word of the Lorp is 
tried; 
He is a ®shield to all who take 
refuge in Him. Ps 17:7; 91:4 
For who is God, but the Lorp? 
And who is a 8rock, except 


our God, De 32:31; Ps 18:2; 62:2 
The God who ®girds me with 
strength 
And makes my way 
blameless? Ps 18:39; Is 45:5 
Re eS my feet like hinds’ 
eet, 


And ®sets me upon my high 
places. Hab 3:19 * De 32:13 

He trains my hands for 
battle, 

So that my arms can ®bend a 
bow of bronze. Ps 144:1 « Job 29:20 

You have also given me ®the 
shield of Your salvation, 

And Your ®right hand upholds 


me; 

And Your gentleness makes 
me great. Ps 33:20 « Ps 63:8; 119:117 

You Xenlarge my steps under 


me, 
And my ®feet have not 
slipped. Ps 18:33 © Ps 66:9; Pr 4:12 


I pursued my enemies and 
overtook them, 

And I did not turn back until 
they were consumed. Ps 44:5 

I shattered them, so that they 
were not able to rise; 

They fell under my feet. Ps 36:12 

For You have girded me with 
strength for battle; 

You have subdued under me 


40 


4] 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


49 


50 


PSALM 18:50 


those who rose up against 

me. j Ps 18:32 © Ps 18:47 
You have also made my 

Bost Rturn their backs to 


And T FRdestroyed those who 
hated me. Ps 21:12 Ps 94:23 

They cried for help, but there 
was none to Save, ~ 

Even to the Lorp, but He did 
not answer them. Job 27.9; Pr 1:28 

Then I beat them fine as the 
Rdust before the wind; 

I emptied them out as the mire 
of the streets. Ps 83:13 


You have delivered me from 
the contentions of the 
people; 

You have placed me as head of 
the nations; 

A ®people whom I have not 
known serve me. Is 55:5 

As soon as they hear, they 
obey me; 

Foreigners fsubmit to me. 

Foreigners fade away, 

And ®come trembling out of 
their fortresses. Ps 37:2 © Mi7:17 


The Lorp 8lives, and blessed 
be 8my rock; 

And exalted be the God of my 
salvation, Job 19:25 « Ps 18:2 

The God who 8executes 
vengeance for me, 

And ®subdues peoples under 
me Ps 94:1 ¢ Ps 18:43; 47:3; 144:2 

He delivers me from my 
enemies; 

Surely You Rlift me above 
those who rise up against 
me; 

You rescue me from the 
violent man. Ps 3:7¢ Ps 27:6; 59:1 

Therefore I will give thanks 
to You among the nations, O 


Lorp, 

And I will 8sing praises to 
Your name. Ro 15:9 ¢ Ps 108:1 

He gives great deliverance to 
His king, 

And shows lovingkindness to 
His anointed, 


18:26 Lit twisted %% 18:28-41 18:29 Or crusha 
troop 18:40 Or silenced 18:44 Lit deceive me; i.e. 
give feigned obedience 18:50 I.e. victories; lit 
salvations 


PSALM 19:1 606 
To David and his 11 Moreover, by them RYour 
descendants forever. Ps 89:4 servant is warned; 
In keeping them there is great 
The Works and the Rreward. Ps 17:4 « Ps 24:5, 6; Pr 29:18 
Word of God. 12 Who can 8discern his errors? 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


] O ihe Rheavens are telling of 
wr the glory of God; 
And their expanse is 
declaring the work of His 
hands. Ps 8:1; 50:6; Ro 1:19, 20 ° Ge 1:6, 7 
2 Day to 8day pours forth 


speech, 
And &night to night reveals 
knowledge. Ps 74:16 © Ps 139:12 


3 There is no speech, nor are 
there words; 
Their voice is not heard. 
4 Their F8line has gone out 
through all the earth, 
And their utterances to the 
end of the world 
In them He has ®placed a tent 
for the sun, Ro 10:18 ¢ Ps 104:2 
5 Which is as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber; 
It rejoices as a strong man to 
run his course. 
6 Its 8rising is from one end of 
the heavens, 
And its circuit to the other end 
of them; 
And there is nothing hidden 
from its heat. Ps 113:3; Ec 1:5 


ws 7 ®The law of the Lorp is 
FRperfect, 8restoring the 
soul; 

The testimony of the Lorp is 
sure, making wise the 
Simple. Ps 111:7¢ Ps 119:160 « Ps 23:3 

8 The precepts of the LorpD are 
Rright, Srejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the 
Lorp is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. Ps 119:128 « Ps 119:14 

9 The fear of the Lorn is clean, 
enduring forever; 

The judgments of the Lorp 
are true; they are righteous 
altogether. 

10 They are more desirable than 
Rgold, yes, than much fine 
gold; 

Sweeter also than honey and 
the drippings of the 
honeycomb. Ps 119:72, 127 


RAcquit me of hidden 
faults. Ps 40:12; 139:6 ¢ Ps 51:1, 2 
13 Also keep back Your servant 
Rfrom presumptuous sins; 
Let them not rule over me; 
Then I will be blameless, 
And I shall be acquitted of 
great transgression. | Nw 15:30 
y* 14 Let the words of my mouth 
and ®the meditation of my 
heart 
Be acceptable in Your sight, 
O Lorp, ®my rock and my 
Redeemer. Ps 104:34 « Ps 18:2 


Prayer for Victory over Enemies. 
For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


2 May the Lorp answer you 8in 
the day of trouble! 
May the ®name of the ®God of 
Jacob set you securely on 
high! Ps 50:15 ¢ Ps 91:14 « Ps 46:7, 11 
yw 2 May He send you help from 
the sanctuary 
And support you from Zion! 
3 May He remember all your 
meal offerings 
And find your burnt offering 


acceptable! Selah. 
4 May He grant you your heart’s 
desire 


And fulfill all your counsel! 
5 We will 8sing for joy over your 
victory, 
And in the name of our God 
we will 8set up our banners. 
May the Lorp fulfill all your 
petitions. Ps9:14¢ Ps 60:4 1 Sa 1:17 


6 Now &I know that the Lorp 
saves His anointed; 
He will 8answer him from His 
holy heaven 
With the saving strength of 
His right hand. © ps 41-11 «1s58:9 
yw 7 Some boast in chariots and 
some in horses, 


y* 19:1 19:4 Another reading is sound 

%* 19:7-11 19:7Le.blameless 19:13 Lit 
complete %* 19:14 %* 20:2 20:4 Or purpose 
¥ 20:7-9 
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But we will boast in the name 
of the Lorp, our God. 
8 They have 3bowed down and 
fallen, 
But we have Rrisen and stood 
upright. — 1s2:11,17 Ps 37:24; Mi7:8 
9 RSave, O Lorp; 
May the 8King answer us in 
the day we call. Ps3:7¢ Ps 17:6 


Praise for Deliverance. 
For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


2 O Lorp, in Your strength the 
king will be glad, 
And in Your fsalvation how 
greatly he will rejoice! 
2 You have given him his heart’s 
desire, 
And You have not withheld the 
request of his lips. Selah. 
3 For You ®meet him with the 
blessings of good things; 
You set a 8crown of fine gold 
on his head. Ps 59:10 «2 Sa 12:30 
4 He asked life of You, 
You ®gave it to him, 
RLength of days forever and 
EVER: Ps 61:6; 133:3 ¢ Ps 91:16 
5 His ®glory is great through 
Your ‘salvation, 
Splendor and majesty You 
place upon him Ps 9:14; 20:5 
6 For You make him most 
blessed forever; 
You make him joyful with 
gladness in Your presence. 


7 For the king ®trusts in the 


Lorp, 

And through the 
lovingkindness of the Most 
High ®he will not be 
shaken Ps 125:1 « Ps 112:6 


8 Your hana will ®find out all 
your enemies; 
Your right hand will find out 
those who hate you. | 1s10:10 
9 You will make them as a fiery 
oven in the time of your 


anger; 

The Lorp will swallow them 
up in His wrath, 

And fire will devour them. 

10 Their Foffspring You will 

destroy from the earth, 

And their fdescendants from 
among the sons of men. 


PSALM 22:9 


11° Though they 8intended evil 
- against You 
. And devised a plot, 
They will not succeed. _ ps2:1-3 
12 For You will make them turn 
their back; 
You will aim ATA YOU | 
bowstrings at their faces. 
13 Be exalted, O Lorn, in Your 


strength; 
We will 8sing and praise Your 
power. Ps 59:16; 81:1 


A Cry of Anguish and a Song of 
Praise. 


For the choir director; upon }Aijeleth 
Hashshahar. A Psalm of David. 


2 My God, my God, why have 
You forsaken me? 
Far from my deliverance are 
the words of my groaning. 
2 Omy God, I ®cry by day, but 
You do not answer; 
And by night, but I have no 


rest. Ps 42:3; 88:1 
y* 3 Yet You are holy, 
O You who are enthroned 


upon the praises of Israel. 
4 In You our fathers ®trusted; 
They trusted and You 
Rdelivered them. Ps 78:53 « Ps 107:6 
5 To You they cried out and were 
delivered; 
RIn You they trusted and were 
not disappointed. Is 49:23 


6 ButIlamaworm and nota 
man, 
A reproach of men and 
despised by the people. 
7 All who see me sneer at me; 
They "separate with the lip, 
they wag the head, saying, 
8 “FCommit yourself to the Lorp; 
let Him deliver him; 
Let Him rescue him, because 
He delights in him.” 


9 Yet You are He who ®brought 
me forth from the womb; 
You made me trust when upon 
my mother’s breasts. Ps 71:5,6 


21:1 Or victory 21:5 Or victory 21:10 Lit fruit 
21:10 Lit seed 22:1}Lit the hind of the morning 
Y* 99:3-4  ¥22:6-7-Mk 15:29 22:7 Le. make 
mouths at me 22:8 Lit Roll; another reading is He 
committed himself 


PSALM 22:10 


10 


11 


12 
13 


14 


15 


¥ 16 
17 
¥ 18 
19 
20 


21 


22 


23 


Upon You I was cast 8from 
birth; 

You have been my God from 
my mother’s womb. Is 46:3; 49:1 


RBe not far from me, for 
trouble is near; 

For there is none to help. Ps 71:12 

Many bulls have surrounded 


me; 

Strong bulls of Bashan have 
encircled me. Ps 22:21; 68:30 

They 8open wide their mouth 
at me, 

AS a ravening and a roaring 
lion. —_ Job 16:10; Ps 35:21; La 2:16; 3:46 

I am 8poured out like water, 

And all my bones are out of 
joint; 

My heart is like wax; 

It is melted within me. — Job 30:16 

My &strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, 

And ®my tongue cleaves to my 
jaws; 

And You 8lay me in the dust of 
death. Ps 38:10 © Jo 19:28 « Ps 104:29 

For 8dogs have surrounded 


me; 

TA band of evildoers has 
encompassed me; 

They pierced my hands and 
my feet. Ps 59:6,7 * Or An assembly 

I can count all my bones. 

They look, they stare at me; 

They ®divide my garments 
among them, 

And for my clothing they cast 
lots. Ma 27:35; Mk 15:24; Lk 23:34; Jo 19:24 


But tous O Lorp, ®be not far 


OYou my help, hasten to my 
assistance. Ps 22:11 © Ps 70:5 

Deliver my ‘soul from 8the 
sword, 

My Ronly life from the power 
of the dog. or life * Ps:37:14 * Ps 35:17 

Save me from the 8lion’s 
mouth; 

From the horns of the wild 
oxen You answer me. Ps 22:13 


I will tell of Your name to my 
brethren; 
In the midst of the assembly I 
will praise You. Ps 40:10: He 2:12 
st who fear the Lorp, praise 
im; 
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All you epee of Jacob, 
glorify H 

And stand in here of Him, all 
you descendants of Israel. 

24 For He has not despised nor 

abhorred the affliction of 
the afflicted; 

Nor has He hidden His face 
from him 

But Rwhen he cried to Him for 
help, He heard. Ps 31:22; He 5:7 


25 From You comes my praise in 
the great assembly; 
I shall pay my vows before 
those who fear Him. 
26 The Fafflicted will eat and be 
satisfied; 
Those who seek Him will 
praise the Lorp. 
Let your heart live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth will 
remember and turn to the 


Lorp, 
And all the 8families of the 
nations will worship before 
You. Ps 2:8; 82:8 © Ps 86:9 
28 For the ®kingdom is the Lorp’s 
And He rules over the 
nations. Ps 47:7; Ob 21; Ze 14:9; Ma 6:13 
29 All the prosperous of the earth 
will eat and worship, 
All those who ®go down to the 
dust will bow before Him, 
Even he who cannot keep his 
soul alive. Ps 28:1; Is 26:19 
30 Posterity will serve Him; 
It will be told of the Lord to 
the coming generation. 
31 They will come and will 
declare His righteousness 
To a people who will be born, 
that He has performed it. 


The Lorp, the Psalmist’s 
Shepherd. 


A Psalm of David. 
yD The Lorp is my shepherd, 
I Tshall not want. Or do 
2 He makes me lie down in 
Rereen pastures; 
He leads me beside quiet 
waters. Ps 65:11-13; Eze 34:14 Re 7:17 
3 He restores my soul; 


4 22:16-Jo 20:27 ¥22:18-Mk 15:24 3 22:26-31 
22:26 Or poor %~* 23:1-6 
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He guides me in the paths of 
righteousness 
For His name’s sake. Ps 19:7 


Even though I walk through 
the Fvalley of the shadow of 


eath, 
I fear no Fevil, for You are with 


me; 

Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me. Job 10:21, 22: Ps 107:14 

You ®prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my 
enemies; 

You have anointed my head 
with oil; 

My cup overflows. Ps 78:19 

Surely goodness and 
lovingkindness will follow 
me all the days of my life, 

And I will Fdwell in the house 
of the Lorp forever. 


The King of Glory Entering Zion. 


A Psalm of David. 


ye2 The fearth is the Lorp’s, 


and Fall it contains, 

The ®world, and those who 
dwell in it. 1 Co 10:26 ¢ Ps 89:11 

For He has founded it upon 
the seas 

And established it upon the 
rivers. Ps 104:3, 5; 136:6 

Who may &ascend into the 
Rhill of the Lorp? 

And who may stand in His 
holy ®place? Ps 15:1 « Ps 2:6 « Ps 65:4 

He who has ®clean hands and 
a pure heart, 

Who has not lifted up his soul 
to falsehood 

And has not sworn 
deceitfully. Job 17:9; Ps 22:30; 26:6 

He shall receive a ®blessing 
from the Lorp 

And righteousness from the 
God of his salvation. Ps 115:13 

This is the generation of those 
who seek Him 

Who seek Your face—even 
Jacob. Selah. 


RLift up your heads, O gates, 

And be lifted up, O Fancient 
doors, 

That the King of glory may 
come in! Ps 118:20; Is 26:2 

Who is the King of glory? 


The Lorp strong and mighty, 
The Lorp mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates, 

And lift them up, fe) Fancient 
doors, 

That the King of glory may 
come in! Ps 26:8; 57:11 

10 Who is this King of glory? 
The Lorp of hosts, : 
He is the King of glory. Selah. 


rave for Protection, Guidance 


Pardon. 
A Psalm of David. 
yD To You, O Lorp, I ®lift up 
my soul. ' Ps 86:4; 143:8 


2 O my God, in You ®I trust, 
Do not let me ®be ashamed; 
Do not let my enemies exult 
over me. Ps 31:1 ¢ Ps 25:20; 31:1 
3 Indeed, none of those who 
wait for You will be 
ashamed; 
Those who deal treacherously 
without cause will be 
ashamed. 


4 Make me know Your ways, O 
LORD; 
Teach me Your paths. 
5 Lead me in Your truth and 
teach me, 
For You are the God of my 
salvation; 
For You I wait all the day. 

6 RRemember, O Lorp, Your 
compassion and Your 
lovingkindnesses, 

For they have been F®from of 
old. Ps 98:3 © Ps 103:17 

7 Do not remember the 8sins of 
my youth or my 
transgressions; 

RAccording to Your 
lovingkindness remember 


me, 
For Your ®goodness’ sake, O 
LORD. Job 13:26; 20:11 © Ps 51:1 © Ps 31:19 


8 RGood and upright is the 
Lorp; 


23:4 Or valley of deep darkness 23:4 Or harm 
23:6 Another reading is return to 2 24:1-10 
24:1 Lit its fullness 24:7 Lit everlasting 24:9 Lit 
everlasting 3% 25:1-2 %% 25:5-6 25:6 Or 
everlasting 


PSALM 25:9 


9 


10 


11 


13 
14 


15 


y 


Vi 


18 


19 
20 


21 


22 


Therefore a instructs sinners 
in the w Ps 86:5 

He Rleads the Thumble in 
justice, 

And He &teaches the humble 
His way. Ps 23:3 « Or afflicted * Ps 27:11 

All the paths of the Lorp are 
Rlovingkindness and 
truth 

To 8those who keep His 
covenant and His 
testimonies. Ps 40:11 ¢ Ps 103:18 

For 8Your name’s sake, O 
Lorb, 

RPardon my iniquity, for it is 
great. Ps 31:3; 79:9 © Ex 34:9 


12 Who is the man who ®fears 

the Lorp? 

He will instruct him in the 
way he should choose. Ps 31:19 

His soul will 8abide in 
prosperity, 

And his Fdescendants will 
inherit the land. — pr1:33; Je 23:6 

The secret of the Lorp is for 
those who fear Him, 

And He will }make them 
know His covenant. Ge 17:1,2 

My Reyes are continually 
toward the Lorp, 

For He will pluck my feet out 
of the net. Ps 123:2; 141:8 


16 Turn to me and be gracious 

to me, 

For I am lonely and 
afflicted. 

The ®troubles of my heart are 
enlarged; 

Bring me Rout of my 
distresses. Ps 40:12 ¢ Ps 107:6 

Look upon my affliction and 
my ‘trouble, 

And ®forgive all my sins. Ps 103:3 

Look upon my enemies, for 
they Rare many, 

And they ®hate me with 
violent hatred. Ps 3:1 © Ps 9:13 

RGuard my soul and deliver 


me; 

Do not let me be ashamed, for 
I take refuge in You. Ps 86:2 

Let 8integrity and uprightness 
preserve me, 

For 81 wait for You. Ps 41:12 « Ps 25:3 

RRedeem Israel, O God, 


Out of all his troubles. ps 130:8 
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Protestation of Integrity and 
Prayer for Protection. 


2 


10 
11 


12 


A Psalm of David. 


FVindicate me, O Lorn, for I. 
have walked in my integrity, 

And I have trusted in the Lorp 
without wavering. 

Examine me, O Lorp, and try 


me; 

Test my Fmind and my heart. 

For Your ®lovingkindness is 
before my eyes, 

And I have 8walked in Your 
truth. Ps 48:9 © 2 Ki 20:3; Ps 86:11 

I a8. ao Rsit with Fdeceitful 


Now will I go with 


Rpretenders. Ps 1:1 ¢ Ps 28:3 
I hate the assembly of 
evildoers, 


And I will not sit with the 
wicked. Ps 31:6; 139:21 

I shall }wash my hands in 
innocence, 

And I will go about ®Your 
altar, O LorD, Ps 73:13 « Ps 43:3, 4 

That I may proclaim with the 
voice of §thanksgiving 

And declare all Your 
Twonders. Ps 9:1 ¢ Or miracles 


O Lorp, I 82love the habitation 
of Your house 
And the place where Your 
Relory dwells. Ps 27:4 © Ps 24:7 
RDo not take my soul away 
along with sinners, 
Nor my life with men of 
bloodshed, Ps 28:3 ¢ Ps 139:19 
In wi hands is a }wicked 
schem 
And Woe right hand is full 
of ®bribes. Ps 37:7 © Ps 15:5 
But as for me, I shall 8walk in 
my integrity; 
Se avai me, and be gracious 
Ps 26:1 ¢ Ps 44:26; 69:18 
RMe foot stands on a Rlevel 
place; 
In the congregations I shall 
bless the LorD. Ps 40:2 « Ps 27:11 


Y 25:12-14 25:13 Lit seed 2% 25:16-18 

25:18 Lit toil 26:1 Lit Judge 26:2 Lit kidneys, 
figurative for inner man 26:4 Or worthless men; lit 
men of falsehood 
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A Psalm of Fearless 
Trust in God. 


A Psalm of David. 


The Lorp is my light and 
my salvation; 


Whom shall I fear? 
Lig ste is the defense of my 
RWhom shallI dread?  ps1is6 


2 When evildoers came upon 
me to §devour my flesh, 
My adversaries and my 
enemies, they stumbled 
and fell. Ps 14:4 ¢ Ps 9:3 
3 Though a ®host encamp 
against me, 
My heart will not fear; 
Though war arise against me, 
In spite of this I shall be 
Rconfident. Ps 3:6 © Job 4:6 


4 One thing I have asked from 
the Lorp, that I shall seek: 

That I may ®dwell in the house 
of the Lorp all the days of 
my life, 

To behold ®the fbeauty of the 
LorpD 

And to 'meditate in His 
temple. Ps 26:8 ¢ Ps 23:6 © Ps 90:17 

5 For in the day of trouble He 
will conceal me in His 
tabernacle; 

In the secret place of His tent 
He will hide me; 

He will lift me up on a rock. 

6 And now &my head will be 
lifted up above my enemies 
around me, 

And I will offer in His tent 
sacrifices with shouts of 
joy; 

I will sing, yes, I will sing 
praises to the Lorp. 


7 Hear, O Lorp, when I cry 
with my voice, 
And be gracious to me and 
Ranswer me. Ps 4:3; 61:1 « Ps 13:3 
8 When You said, ““Seek My 
face,” my heart said to You, 
“Your face, O Lorp, 8I shall 
NS) Ps 105:4; Am 5:6 ¢ Ps 34:4 
9 RDo not hide Your face from 


bSe.0 


me 

Do not turn Your servant away 
in anger; 

You have been my help; 


PSALM 28:4 


Do not abandon me nor 
forsake me, 
O God of my salvation!  ps69:17 
10 For my father and my mother 
have forsaken me, 
But the Lorp will take me up. 


11 ®Teach me Your way, O Lorp, 
And lead me in a level path 
Because of my foes. © Ps 25:4: 86:11 

12 Do not deliver me over to the 

TRdesire of my adversaries, 

For false witnesses have risen 
against me, 

And such as 8breathe out 
violence. Lit soul Ps 41:2 © Ac 9:1 

13 I would have despaired unless 

I had believed that I would 
see the 8goodness of the 
LorpD 

In the land of the living. ps 31:19 

14 Wait for the Lorp; 

Be ®strong and let your heart 
take courage; 
Yes, wait for the Lorp.  Ps31:24 

A Prayer for Help, and Praise for 

Its Answer. 


A Psalm of David. 


2 To You, O Lorp, I call; 
My &rock, do not be deaf to 
me, 
For if You are silent to me, 
I will become like those who 
go down to the pit. Ps 18:2 
2 Hear the ®voice of my 
supplications when I cry to 
You for help, 
When | lift up my hands 
Rtoward FYour holy 


sanctuary. Ps 140:6 © Ps 5:7; 138:2 
3 Do not drag me away with the 
wicked 
And with those who work 
iniquity, 
Who speak peace with their 
neighbors, 


While evil is in their hearts. 

4 Requite them according to 
their work and according to 
the evil of their practices; 

Requite them according to the 
deeds of their hands; 


¥% 271-14 27:4 Lit delightfulness 27:4 Lit 
inquire 28:2 Lit the innermost place of Your 
sanctuary 


PSALM 28:5 612 


8 The voice of the Lorp shakes 
the wilderness; 
The Lorp shakes the 
wilderness of .Kadesh.nu 13:26 
9 The voice of the Lorp. makes 
Rthe deer to calve 
And strips the forests bare; 
And 8in His temple everything 


Because He has heard the Says, “Glory!” Job 39:1 « Ps 26:8 
voice of my supplication. 10 The Lorp sat as King at the 
7 The Lorp is my ®strength and flood; 
my &shield; Yes, the Lorp sits as "King 


Repay them their 
Frecompense. 
5 Because they 8do not regard 
the works of the Lorp 
Nor the deeds of His hands, 
He will tear them down and 
not build them up. Is 5:12 


6 Blessed be the Lorpb, 


My heart trusts in Him, and I forever. > Ge 6:17 » Ps 10:16 
am helped; y* 11 The Lorp will give strength 
to His people; 


Therefore my heart exults, 
And with my song | shall 
thank Him. Ps 18:2;59:17« Ps 3:3 
y* 8 The Lorp is their strength, 
And He is a ®saving defense Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
to His anointed. — ps27:1;140:7 from Death. 
9 RSave Your people and bless 
Your inheritance; 
Be their shepherd also, and 
carry them forever. Ps 106:47 3 


The Lorp will bless His people 
with peace. 


A Psalm; a Song at the Dedication of the 
House. A Psalm of David. 


I will 8extol You, O Lorp, for 
You have lifted me up, 
And have not let my enemies 
The Voice of the Lorp in the rejoice over Me. Ps 118:28; 145:1 
Storm. 2 OLorp my God, 
A Psalm o&DaVIA I 8cried to You for help, and 
Sau avis You healed me. Ps 88:13 
Ges to the Lorp, O 3 O Lorp, You have ®brought up 
wae sons of the mighty, my soul from Sheol; 
Ascribe to the Lorp glory and 

strength. 1 Ch 16:28, 29; Ps 96:7-9 


You have kept me alive, that I 
‘eas not go down to the 
2 Ascribe to the Lorp the glory 
due to His name; 


Ps 86:13 ¢ Ps 28:1 
Worship the Lorp Rin holy 


yr 4 ‘sing praise to the Lorpb, you 
array. 2 Ch 20:21; Ps 110:3 


His godly ones, 
The ®voice of the Lorp is upon 
the waters; 
The God of glory ®thunders, 
The Lorp is over many 
waters. Ps 104:7° Job 37:4, 5; Ps 18:13 
The voice of the Lorp is 
Rpowerful, 
The voice of the Lorp is 
majestic. Ps 68:33 
The voice of the Lorp breaks 
the cedars; 
Yes, the Lorp breaks in pieces 
the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes Lebanon &skip like 
a calf, 
And ®Sirion like a young wild 
Ox. Ps 114:4, 6 * De 3:9 
The voice of the Lorp hews 
out "flames of fire. Le. tightning 


ane Rgive thanks to His holy 
name. Ps 149:1 © Ps 50:5 ¢ Ps 97:12 


5 For His anger is but fora 


moment, 

His favor is for a lifetime; 

Weeping may last for the 
night, 

But a shout of joy comes in 
the morning. Ps 126:5; 2 Co 4:17 


6 Now as for me, I said in my 


prosperity, 


“T will never be moved.” 
7 OLorp, by Your favor You 


have made my mountain to 
stand strong; 

You hid Your face, I was 
dismayed. De 31:17; Ps 104:29: 143:7 


28:4 Or dealings %* 28:8 %% 29:1-2 2% 29:11 
Y 30:48 
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8 To You, O Lorp, I called, 
And to the Lord I made 
supplication: 
9 “What profit is there in my 
_ blood, if I go down to the 
pit? 
Will the dust praise You? Will 
it declare Your faithfulness? 
aa 10 


“Hear, O Lorp, and be 
gracious to me; 

O Lorb, be my helper.” 

11 You have turned for me kmy 
mourning into dancing; 

You have loosed my sackcloth 
and girded me with 
gladness, Ec 3:4; Je 31:4, 13 

12 That my soul may sing praise 
to You and not be silent. 

O Lorp my God, I will ®give 
thanks to You forever. Ps 44:8 


A Psalm of Complaint and of 
Praise. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


3 l RTn You, O Lorp, I have taken 
refuge; 
Let me never ®be ashamed; 
RIn Your righteousness deliver 
me. Ps 31:1-3; 71:1-3 © Ps 25:2 ¢ Ps 143:1 

2 Incline Your ear to me, rescue 

me quickly; 
Be to me a rock of strength, 
A stronghold to save me. 
yw 3 For You are my rock and my 
fortress; 
For Your name’s sake You will 
lead me and guide me. 

4 You will pull me out of the 
net which they have 
secretly laid for me, 

For You are my strength. ps 25:15 
a 5 Into Your hand I commit my 
spirit; 
You have ransomed me, O 
Lorpb, God of truth. 


6 I hate those who ®regard vain 
idols, 
But I trust inthe LorD. _Jon2:8 
we 7 I will 8rejoice and be glad in 
Your lovingkindness, 
Because You have ®seen my 


affliction; 
You have known the troubles 
of my soul, Ps 90:14 © Ps 10:14 


8 And You have not ®given me 


PSALM 31:18 


over into the hand of the 
enemy; 

You have set my feet in a large 
place. De 32:30; Ps 37:33 


9 Be gracious to me, O Lorp, for 
RT am in distress; 
My ®eye is wasted away from 
grief, my soul and my body 
also. Ps 66:14; 69:17 ¢ Ps 6:7 ¢ Ps 63:1 
10 For my life is spent with 
Rsorrow 
And my years with sighing; 
My &strength has failed 
because of my iniquity, 
And ®my body has wasted 
away. Ps 13:2 ¢ Ps 39:11 
11 Because of all my adversaries, 
I have become a reproach, 
Especially to my neighbors, 
And an object of dread to my 
acquaintances; 
Those who see me in the 
street flee from me. 
12 lam ®forgotten as a dead 
man, out of mind; 
I am like a broken vessel. ps 8:5 
13 For I have heard the ®slander 
of many, 
RTerror is on every side; 
While they took counsel 
together against me, 
They schemed to take away 
my life. Ps 50:20; Je 20:10 ° La 2:22 


14 But as for me, I trust in You, 
O Lorp, 
I say, “8You are my God.” Ps 140:6 
15 My &times are in Your hand; 
Deliver me from the hand of 
my enemies and from those 
who persecute me. Job 14:5; 24:1 
16 Make Your face to shine upon 
Your servant; 
RSave me in Your 
lovingkindness. Ps 6:4 
17 Let me not be ®put to shame, 
O Lorp, for I call upon You; 
Let the ®wicked be put to 
shame, let them be silent in 
Sheol. Ps 25:2, 20 © Ps 25:3 
18 Let the lying lips be mute, 
Which speak arrogantly 
against the righteous 
With pride and contempt. 


Ps 69:19 


¥Y 30:10-11° % 31:3. % 31:5 Y% 31:7 


Y% 31:14-15 


PSALM 31:19 


19 How great is Your goodness, 
Which You have stored up for 
those who fear You, 
Which You have wrought for 
those who take refuge in 
You, 
RBefore the sons of men! Ps 23:5 
20 You hide them in the ®secret 
place of Your presence from 
the ®conspiracies of man; 
You Keep them secretly in a 
Tshelter from the strife of 
TONGUES. Ps 27:5 « Ps 37:12 ¢ Or pavilion 
21 RBlessed be the Lorp, 
For He has made ®marvelous 
His lovingkindness to me in 
a besieged city. Ps 28:6 » Ps 17:7 
22 As for me, 8] said in my alarm, 
“T am cut off from before Your 
eyes”; 
Nevertheless You heard the 
voice of my supplications 
When I cried to You. Ps 116:11 


23 O love the Lorp, all you ®His 

godly ones! 

The Lorp preserves the 
faithful 

And fully recompenses the 
proud doer. Ps 30:4; 37:28; 50:5 

ia 24 ®Be strong and let your 

heart take courage, 

All you who thope in the 
Lorp. Ps 27:14 © Or wait for 


Blessedness of Forgiveness and 
of Trust in God. 


A Psalm of David. A {Maskil. 


3 Ditow blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, 
Whose sin is covered! 

2 How blessed is the man to 
whom the Lorp 8does not 
impute iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is 
Rno deceit! 2 Co 5:19 ¢ Jo 1:47 


3 When £I kept silent about my 
sin, my body wasted away 
Through my groaning all day 
long. Ps 39:2, 3 © Ps 31:10 
4 For day and night Your hand 
was heavy upon me; 

My vitality was drained away 
as with the fever heat of 
summer. Selah. 

w* Sil i tan ge my sin to 
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And my iniquity I did not 


- hide; 
I said, “J will confess my 
transgressions to the Lorp”; 
And ce iid bans the guilt of 
my Selah. 
6 ghatetoce: let everyone who is 
godly pray to You in a time 
when You may be found; 
Surely in a flood of great 
waters they will not reach 
him. Ps 46:1-3; 69:1; 124:5; 144:7; Is 43:2 
yw 7 You are my hiding place; You 
preserve me from trouble; 
You surround me with songs 
of deliverance. Selah. 


8 I will 8instruct you and teach 
you in the way which you 
should go; 

I will counsel you ®with My 
eye upon you. Ps 25:8 ¢ Ps 33:18 

9 Do not be 8as the horse or as 
the mule which have no 
understanding, 

Whose trappings include bit 
and bridle to hold them in 
check, 

Otherwise they will not come 
near to you. Pr 26:3 

10 Many are the sorrows of the 
wicked, 

But She who trusts in the 
Lorb, lovingkindness shall 
surround him. Ps 5:11, 12; Pr 16:20 

11 Be glad in the Lorp and 
rejoice, you righteous ones; 

And shout for joy, all you who 
are upright in heart. 


Bale to the Creator and 
Preserver. 
3 3 Sing for joy in the Lorp, O 
you righteous ones; 
Praise is becoming to the 
upright. Ps 32:11; Ph 3:1; 4:4 
2 Give thanks to the Lorp with 
the lyre; 
Sing praises to Him witha 
Rharp of ten strings. — ps 144.9 
3 Sing to Him a new song; 
Play skillfully with 8a shout of 
JOY. Ps 98:4 


%* 31:24 32:1+Possibly Contemplative, or 
Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 37 32:1-2 3%* 32:5 
% 39:7-8 
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4 For the word of the Lorp Ris 
upright, 
And all His work is done Rin 
faithfulness. Ps 19:8 © Ps 119:90 
0 He loves righteousness and 


justice; 

The earth is full of the 
lovingkindness of the 
LorpD. 


vas 6 By the word of the Lorp the 
heavens were made, 
And by the breath of His 
mouth Rall their host. Ge2:1 
7 He gathers the ®waters of the 
sea together as a heap; 
He lays up the deeps in store- 
houses. Ex 15:8: Jos 3:16; Ps 78:13 
y* 8 Let all the earth fear the 


18 


19 


20 
21 


22 


PSALM 34:8 


Behold, the eye of the Lorp is 
on those who fear Him, 
On those who ®hope for His 
lovingkindness, Ps 32:10; 147:11 
To 8deliver their soul from 
death 
And to keep them alive in 
famine. Ps 56:13; Ac 12:11 
Our soul waits for the Lorp; 
He is our help and our shield. 
For our ®heart rejoices in Him, 
Because we trust in His holy 
name. Ps 13:5; 28:7; Ze 10:7; Jo 16:22 
Let Your lovingkindness, O 
Lorp, be upon us, 
According as we have Thoped 
in You. Or waited for 


The Lorp, a Provider and 


Lorp; Deliverer. 


Let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of Him. 
9 For 8He spoke, and it was 
done; 


A Psalm of David when he } feigned madness 
before *Abimelech, who drove him away and 


He commanded, and it ‘stood v3 4! will bless the Lorp at all 


fast. Ge 1:3; Ps 148:5 ¢ Or stood forth 
10 The Lorp fnullifies the 
counsel of the nations; 
He frustrates the plans of the 
peoples. Ps 2:13: Is 8:10; 19:3 
11 The counsel of the Lorp 
stands forever, 
The plans of His heart from 
generation to generation. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lorn, 
The people whom He has 
chosen for His own 
inheritance. Ps 144:15 


13. The Lorp looks from heaven; 
He sees all the sons of men; 
14 From ®His dwelling place He 
looks out 
oa ae the inhabitants of the 
rth, 1 Ki 8:39, 43; Ps 102:19 
15 He Hit Rfashions the hearts 


of them all, 
He who understands all their 
works. Job 10:8; Ps 119:73 


16 ®The king is not saved by a 
mighty army; 
A warrior is not delivered by 
great strength. Ps 44:6: 60:11 
eae 17 A ®horse is a false hope for 


8 


he departed. 
Ktimes; : 
His ®praise shall continually 
be in my mouth. Ps 71:6 


My soul will ®make its boast 
in the Lorp; 

The humble will hear it and 
rejoice. Ps 44:8; Je 9:24; 1 Co 1:31 

O ®magnify the Lorp with me, 

And let us exalt His name 
together. Ps 35:27; 69:30; Lk 1:46 


I 8sought the Lorp, and He 
answered me, 

And delivered me from all my 
fears. 2 Ch 15:2; Ps 9:10; Ma 7:7 

They ®looked to Him and were 
radiant, 

And their faces will 8never be 
ashamed. _ Ps 36:9; Is 60:5 » Ps 25:3 

This poor man cried, and ®the 
Lorp heard him 

And saved him out of all his 
troubles. Or afflicted * Ps 34:4 

The 8angel of the Lorb 
encamps around those who 
fear Him, 

And rescues them. Ps 91:11; Da 6:22 


O taste and see that the Lorp 
is good; 


victory; XY 33:6 %% 33:8-12 3% 33:17-22 34:1}Or 
Nor does it deliver anyone by changed his behavior ‘Possibly a title of King 
its great strength. ps 20:7;147:10 | Achish of Gath, see 1 Sa 21:10-15 2% 34:1-8 


PSALM 34:9 


) 


yr Be 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


a 


18 

19 

20 
t 2 


22 


How ®blessed is the man who 
takes refuge in Him! _ ps2:12 

O fear the Lorp, you 8His 
saints; ‘ 

For to those who fear Him 

there is no want. Ps 31:23 

The young lions do lack and 

suffer hunger; 

But they who seek the Lorp 
shall 8not be in want of any 
good thing. Ps 84:11 

RCome, you children, listen to 


me; 
RT will teach you &the fear of 
the LORD. Ps 66:16 « Ps 32:8 « Ps 111:10 
aa is the man who desires 
life 
And loves length of days that 
he may ®see good? Ec 3:13 
Keep your tongue from evil 
And your lips from speaking 
deceit. Ps 141:3; Pr 13:3; Jam 1:26 
Depart from evil and do 
good; 
Seek peace and pursue it. 


The Reyes of the Lorp are 
toward the righteous 

ae His ears are open to their 

Job 36:7; Ps 33:18 

The f: face of the Lorp is 
against evildoers, 

To cut off the memory of them 

from the earth. 

The righteous ®cry, and the 

Lorp hears 

And delivers them out of all 
their troubles. Ps 34:6; 145:19 

The Lorp 8is near to the 
brokenhearted 

And saves those who are 
Ferushed in spirit. Ps 145:18 


RMany are the afflictions of 
the righteous, 

But the Lorp delivers him out 
of them all. pr 24:16 « Ps 34:4, 6,17 

He keeps all his bones, 

Not one of them is broken. 


1 Evil shall slay the wicked, 


And those who hate the 
righteous will be 
Tcondemned. Or held guilty 


The Lorp ®redeems the soul of 
His servants, 

And none of those who take 
refuge in Him will be 
condemned. 1 Ki 1:29; Ps 71:23 
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Prayer for Rescue from Enemies. 


3 


10 


11 


12 


A Psalm of David. 


Contend, O Lorp, with those 
who ®contend with me; | 

Fight against those who ®fight 
against me. Ps 18:43; Is 49:25 « Ps 56:2 

Take hold of 'buckler and 
shield 

And rise up for my help. 

Draw also the spear and "the 
battle-axe to meet those 
who pursue me; 

Say to my soul, “I am ®your 
salvation.” Ps 62:2 

Let those be ashamed and 
Tretia who seek my 

ife; 

Let those be ®turned back and 
humiliated who devise evil 
against me. Ps 70:2 « Ps 40:14; 129:5 

Let them be like chaff before 
the wind, 

With the angel of the Lorp 
driving them on. 

Let heat way be dark and 

Rsli 

With the Antel of the Lorp 
pursuing them. © Ps 73:18; Je 23:12 

For without cause they hid 
their net for me; 

Without cause they dug a pit 
for my soul. Ps 69:4; 109:3; 140:5 

Let destruction come upon 
him unawares, 

And let the net which he hid 
catch himself; 

Into that very destruction let 
him fall. Ps 55:23; Is 47:11; 1 Th 5:3 


And my soul shall rejoice in 
the Lorp; 

It shall exult in His salvation. 

All my ®bones will say, “Lorp, 
Rwho is like You, 

Who delivers the afflicted 
from him who is too strong 
for him, 

And the afflicted and the 
needy from him who robs 
him?” Ps 51:8 « Ex 15:11; Ps 86:8; Mi 7:18 

RMalicious witnesses rise up; 

They ask me of things that | 
do not know. Ps 27:12 

They repay me evil for good, 


Y% 34:10 % 34:17-19 34:18 Or contrite 
434:20-Jo 19:36 35:2 I.e. small shield 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 
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To the bereavement of my 
soul. Ps 38:20; 109:5; Je 18:20; Jo 10:32 

But as for me, when they were 
sick, my clothing was 
sackcloth; ~ 

I humbled my soul with 
fasting, 

And my prayer kept returning 
to my bosom. 

I went about as though it were 
my friend or brother; 

I bowed down Tmourning, as 
one who sorrows for a 
mother. Ps 38:6 « Or dressed in black 

But Rat my stumbling they 
rejoiced and gathered 
themselves together; 

The 8smiters whom I did not 
know gathered together 
against me, 

They slandered me without 
ceasing. Ob 12 © Job 30:1, 8, 12 

Like godless jesters at a feast, 

They ®gnashed at me with 
their teeth. Job 16:9; Ps 37:12; La 2:16 


Lord, how long will You look 

on: 

Rescue my soul from their 
ravages, 

My only life from the lions. 

I will 8give You thanks in the 
great congregation; 

I will ®praise You among a 
mighty throng. Ps 22:22 « Ps 22:25 

RDo not let those who are 
wrongfully my enemies 
rejoice over me; 

Nor let those who hate me 
without cause wink 
maliciously. Ps 13:4; 30:1; 38:16 

For they do not speak peace, 

But they devise deceitful 
words against those who 
are quiet in the land. 

They opened their mouth wide 
against me; 

They said, “kAha, aha, our 
eyes have seen it!” Ps 40:15; 70:3 


RYou have seen it, O Lorp, ®do 
not keep silent; 
O Lord, do not be far from 
me. Ex 3:7; Ps 10:14 ¢ Ps 28:1 
RStir up Yourself, and awake to 
my right 
And to my cause, my God and 
my Lord. Ps 7:6; 44:23: 59:4; 80:2 
RJudge me, O Lorp my God, 


PSALM 36:6 


according to Your 
righteousness, 

And ¥do not let them rejoice 
over me. Ps 9:4; 26:1; 43:1 ¢ Ps 35:19 

25 Do not let them say in their 
heart, “SAha, our desire!” 

Do not let them say, “We have 
swallowed him up!” __ ps35:21 

26 Let 8those be ashamed and 
humiliated altogether who 
rejoice at my distress; 

Let those be ®clothed with 
shame and dishonor who 
magnify themselves over 
Ime; Ps 40:14 ¢ Ps 109:29 


vw 27 Let them shout for joy and 
rejoice, who favor my 
vindication; 
And let them say continually, 
“The Lorp be magnified, 
Who delights in the prosperity 
of His servant.” 
28 And my tongue shall declare 
Your righteousness 
And Your praise all day long. 


Wickedness of Men and 
Lovingkindness of God. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David the 
servant of the Lorp. 


Transgression speaks to the 
ungodly within his heart; 
There is ®no fear of God 
before his eyes. Ro 3:18 
2 For it ®flatters him in his own 
eyes 
Concerning the discovery of 
his iniquity and the hatred 
of it. De 29:19; Ps 10:11; 49:18 
3 The ®words of his mouth are 
wickedness and deceit; 
He has ceased to be wise and 
to do good. Ps 10:7; 12:2 
4 He plans wickedness upon his 


bed; 
He sets himself on a ®path that 
isnot good; _ 
He does not despise evil. 


5 Your ®lovingkindness, O Lorp, 
extends to the heavens, 
Your faithfulness reaches to 

the skies. Ps 57:10; 103:11; 108:4 
6 Your ®righteousness is like the 
mountains of God; 


Is 65:2 


35:15 Or limping %% 35:27-28 37% 36:5 


PSALM 36:7 


Your judgments are like a 


great deep. 
O Lorp, You preserve man and 
beast. Ps 71:19 


7 How ®precious is Your 
lovingkindness, O God! 
And the children of men take 
refuge in the shadow of 
Your wings. Ps 40:5; 139:17 
8 They drink their fill of the 
abundance of Your house; 
And You give them to drink of 
the river of Your delights. 
9 For with You is the fountain 
of life; 
In Your light we see light. Je 2:13 


10 O continue Your 
lovingkindness to ®those 
who know You, 

And Your righteousness to the 
upright in heart. Je 22:16 

11 Let not the foot of pride come 
upon me, 

And let not the hand of the 
wicked drive me away. 

12 There the doers of iniquity 
have fallen; 

They have been thrust down 
and cannot rise. Ps 140:10; Is 26:14 


Security of Those Who Trust in 
the Lorp, and Insecurity of the 
Wicked. 


A Psalm of David. 


37 RDo not fret because of 
evildoers, 
Be not envious toward 
wrongdoers. Pr 23:17; 24:19 
2 For they will wither quickly 
like the grass 
And fade like the green herb. 
ce 3 ®Trust in the Lorp and do 
good; 
Dwell in the land and 
Fcultivate faithfulness. ps 62:8 
4 Delight yourself in the Lorp; 
And He will give you the 
desires of your heart. 
5 RCommit your way to the 
Lorp, 
Trust also in Him, and He will 
do it. Ps 55:22; Pr 16:3; 1 Pe 5:7 
6 He will bring forth 8your 
righteousness as the light 
And your judgment as the 
noonday. Ps 97:11; Is 58:8, 10; Mi 7:9 
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7 Rest in the Lorp and wait 
Fpatiently for Him; 
Do not fret because of him 
who prospers in his way, 
Because of the man who 
carries out wicked schemes. 
8 Cease from anger and 
Rforsake wrath; 
Do not fret; it leads only to 
evildoing. Ep 4:31; Col 3:8 
9 For evildoers will be cut off, 
But those who wait for the 
Lorp, they will inherit the 
land. Ps 37:2, 22 
10 Yet a little while and the 
wicked man will be no 


more; 
And you will look carefully 
for ®his place and he will 
not be there. Job 7:10; Ps 37:35, 36 
11 But ®the humble will inherit 
the land 
And will delight themselves in 
abundant prosperity. mas5:5 


12 The wicked plots against the 
righteous 
And 8gnashes at him with his 
teeth. Ps 31:13, 20 ¢ Ps 35:16 
13 The Lord ®laughs at him, 
For He sees 8his day is 
COMING. Ps 2:4¢ 1 Sa 26:10; Job 18:20 
14 The wicked have drawn the 
sword and ®bent their bow 
To cast down the afflicted and 
the needy, 
To slay those who are upright 
in conduct. Ps 11:2; La 2:4 
15 Their sword will enter their 
own heart, 
And their ®bows will be 
broken. 1 Sa 2:4; Ps 46:9 


w* 16 Better is the little of the 
righteous 
Than the abundance of many 
wicked. Pr 15:16; 16:8 
17 For the arms of the wicked 
will be broken, 
But the Lorp ®sustains the 
righteous. Ps 71:6; 145:14 
18 The Lorp ®knows the days of 
the blameless, 
And their 8inheritance will be 
forever. Ps 1:6; 31:7 © Ps 37:27, 29 


Y 36:17. 3% 37:3-13. 37:3 Or feed securely or 
feed on His faithfulness 37:7 Or Be still 37:7 Or 
longingly 3% 37:16-19 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Pa 


24 


25 


26 
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28 


29 


30 


31 


32 
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They will not be ashamed in 
the time of evil, 

And in the days of famine 
they will have abundance. 

But the 8wicked will perish; 

And the enemies of the Lorp 
will be like the fglory of the 
pastures, 

They vanish—like smoke they 
vanish away. Ps 73:27 

The wicked borrows and does 
not pay back, 

But the righteous is gracious 
and gives. Ps 112:5, 9 

For ®those blessed by Him will 
Rinherit the land, 

But those ®cursed by Him will 
be cut off. Pr 3:33 « Ps 37:9 ¢ Job 5:3 


The steps of a man are 

established by the Lorp, 

And He delights in his way. 

When he falls, he will not be 
hurled headlong, 

Because 8the Lorp is the One 
who holds his hand. Ps 147:6 

I have been young and now | 
am old, 

Yet 8] have not seen the 
righteous forsaken 

Or his descendants begging 
bread. Ps 37:28; Is 41:17; He 13:5 

All day long ®he is gracious 
and lends, 

And his descendants are a 

blessing. De 15:8; Ps 37:21 « Ps 147:13 


Depart from evil and do good, 

So you will abide forever. 

For the Lorp loves justice 

And does not forsake His 
godly ones; 

They are preserved forever, 

But the descendants of the 
wicked will be cut off. 

The righteous will inherit the 
land 

And dwell in it forever. Ps 37:18 

The mouth of the righteous 
Rutters wisdom, 

And his tongue ®speaks 
justice. Ps 49:3; Pr 10:13 « Ps 101:1; 


119:13 
The law of his God is in his 
heart; 
His 8steps do not slip. Ps 26:1; 37:23 
The saver spies upon the 
ri 


And nreeeere to kill him. — Ps37:14 


PSALM 38:3 


33 The Lorp will not leave him in 
his hand 
Or let him be condemned 
when he is judged. 
tee 34 yo for the Lorp and keep 
His way, 
And He will exalt you to 
inherit the land; 
When the wicked are cut off, 
you will see it. Ps 27:14; 37:9 


35 I have seen a wicked, violent 
man 
Spreading himself like a 
Rluxuriant tree in its native 
soil. Job 5:3; Je 12:2 ¢ Job 8:16 
36 Then he passed away, and lo, 
he ®was no more; 
I sought for him, but he could 
not be found. Job 20:5; Ps 37:10 
37 Mark the ®blameless man, and 
behold the upright; 
For the man of peace will have 
a posterity. Ps 37:18 ¢ Ps 7:10 
38 But transgressors will be 
altogether 8destroyed; 
The posterity of the wicked 
will be cut off. Ps 1.4-6; 37:20, 28 
39 But the ®salvation of the 
righteous is from the Lorp; 
He is their strength 8in time of 
trouble. Ps 3:8; 62:1 Ps 9:9; 37:19 
40 The Lorp helps them and 
delivers them; 
He delivers them from the 
wicked and saves them, 
Because they &take refuge in 
Him. Ps 54:4 © 1 Ch 5:20; Ps 34:22 


Prayer of a Suffering Penitent. 
A Psalm of David, for a memorial. 


O Lorp, rebuke me not in 
Your wrath, 
And chasten me not in Your 
burning anger. Ps 6:1 
2 For Your arrows have sunk 
deep into me, 
And ®Your hand has pressed 
down on me. Job 6:4 © Ps 32:4 
3 There is no soundness in my 
flesh because of Your 
indignation; 
There is no health in my bones 
because of my Sin. Is 1:6 


37:20 Le. flowers 2% 37:23-28 %% 37:34-40 


PSALM 38:4 


4 For my ®iniquities are gone 
over my head; 
As a heavy burden they weigh 
too much for me. £z 9:6; Ps 40:12 
5 My wounds grow foul and 
fester 
Because of ®my folly. Ps 69:5 
6 Iam bent over and greatly 
bowed down; 
I go mourning all day long. 
7 For my loins are filled with 
Rpurning, 
And there is Sno soundness in 


my flesh. Ps 102:3 ¢ Ps 38:3 
8 Iam benumbed and badly 
crushed; 


I groan because of the 
agitation of my heart. 


9 Lord, all 8my desire is before 
You; 
And my &sighing is not hidden 
from You. Ps 10:17 © Ps 6:6; 102:5 
10 My heart throbs, ®my strength 
fails me; 
And the ®light of my eyes, 
even that has gone from 
me. Ps 31:10 © Ps 6:7; 69:3; 88:9 
11 My 8loved ones and my 
friends stand aloof from my 


plague; 
And my kinsmen &stand afar 
off. Ps 31:11; 88:18 © Lk 23:49 


12 Those who &seek my life ®lay 
snares for me; 

And those who ®seek to injure 
me have threatened 
destruction, 

And they devise treachery all 
day long. Ps 54:3 « Ps 140:5 « Ps 35:4 


+ 13 But I, like a deaf man, do not 
hear; 

And I am like a mute man 
who does not open his 
mouth. Ps 39:2, 9 

14 Yes, 1am like a man who does 
not hear, 

And in whose mouth are no 
arguments. 

15 For 81 Thope in You, O Lorp; 

You ®will answer, O Lord my 

od. Ps 39:7 © Or wait for * Ps 17:6 
16 For I said, “May they not 
rejoice over me, 

Who, when my foot Slips, 
Rwould magnify themselves 
against me.” Ps 35:26 

17 For] am ®ready to fall, 
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And my ‘sorrow is continually 
before me. fi Ps 35:15 
18 For I ®confess my iniquity; 
I am full of anxiety because 
of my sin. Ps 32:5 © 2 Co 7:9, 10 
19 But my enemies are vigorous 
and ‘strong, 
And many are those who hate 
me wrongfully. Ps 18:17 
20 And those who frepay evil for 
good, 
They oppose me, because I 
follow what is good. Ps 35:12 
21 Do not forsake me, O Lorp; 
O my God, ®do not be far from 
me! Ps 22:19; 35:22 
22 Make &haste to help me, 
O Lord, my salvation! Ps 40:13, 17 


The Vanity of Life. 


For the choir director, for }Jeduthun. 
A Psalm of David. 


39 I said, “I will Guard my ways 
That I may not sin with my 
tongue; 
I will guard my mouth as with 
a muzzle 
While the wicked are in my 
presence.” 1 Ki 2:4; 2 Ki 10:31; Ps 119:9 
2 I was mute and silent, 
I frefrained even from good, 
And my fsorrow grew worse. 
3 My heart was hot within me, 
While I was musing the fire 
burned; 
Then I spoke with my tongue: 
4 Maracas me to know ®my 
en 
And what is the extent of my 
days; 
ne es know how transient I 
Job 6:11; Ps 90:12; 119:84 
5 “Behold, You have made my 
days as handbreadths, 
And my lifetime as nothing in 
Your sight; 
Surely every man at his best is 
a mere breath. Selah. 
6 “Surely every man walks 
about as "a phantom; 
Surely they make an uproar 
for nothing; 
He amasses riches and does 


¥38:13-Ma 26:63 2% 38:15-16 38:17 Lit pain 
38:19 Or numerous 39:141 Ch 16:41 39:2 Lit kept 
silence 39:2 Lit pain 39:6 Lit an image 


621 


not know who will gather 
them. 100 7:31; Jam 1:10, 11; 1 Pe 1:24 


7 “And now, Lord, for what do I 
wait? 
My ®hope is in You. 
8 “Deliver me from all my 
transgressions; 
Make me not the reproach of 
the foolish. Ps 51:9, 14; 79:9 
9 “I have become Fmute, I do not 
open my mouth, 
Because it is "You who have 
done it. Ps 39:2 * 2 Sa 16:10; Job 2:10 
10 “Remove Your plague from me; 
Because of the opposition of 
Your hand I am perishing. 
11 “With reproofs You chasten a 
man for iniquity; 
You consume as a moth what 
is precious to him; 
Surely every man is a mere 
breath. Selah. 


12 “8Hear my prayer, O Lorp, and 
give ear to my cry; 
Do not be silent at my tears; 
For Lam a stranger with You, 
A ®sojourner like all my 
fathers. Ps 102:1; 143:1 ¢ Ge 47:9 
13 “Turn Your gaze away from 
me, that I may 'smile again 
Before I depart and am no 
more.” Job 7:19; 10:20, 21; 14:6; Ps 102:24 


Ps 38:15 


God Sustains His Servant. 


For the choir director. 
A Psalm of David. 


I §waited ‘patiently for the 


ae 


Lorp; 
And He inclined to me and 
heard my Cry. Ps 25:5; 27:14; 37:7 


2 He brought me up out of the 
Rpit of destruction, out of 
the miry clay, 

And He set my feet upon a 
rock making my footsteps 
firm. Ps 69:2, 14; Je 38:6 © Ps 37:23 

3 He put a new song in my 
mouth, a song of praise to 
our God; 

Many will see and fear 

And will trust in the Lorp. 


4 How blessed is the man who 
has made the Lorp his 
trust, 

And has not turned to the 


PSALM 40:12 


proud, nor to those who 
Rlapse into falsehood. Ps 125:5 
5 Many, O Lorp my God, are 

Rthe wonders which You. 
have done, 

And Your thoughts toward 
uS; 

There is none to compare with 


ou. 

If I would declare and speak 
of them, 

They would be too numerous 
to count. Job 5:9; Ps 136:4 


6 ‘Sacrifice and meal offering 
You have not desired; 
My ears You have Fopened; 
Burnt offering and sin 
offering You have not 
required. I.e. Blood sacrifice 
7 Then I said, “Behold, I come; 
In the scroll of the book it is 
Twritten of me. or prescribed for 
8 I delight to do Your will, O my 
God; 
RYour Law is within my 
heart.” Ps 37:31; Je 31:33; 2 Co 3:3 


9 I have ®proclaimed glad 
tidings of righteousness in 
the great congregation; 

Pete I will not restrain my 

ips, 

O Lorp, You know. Ps 22:22, 25 

10 I have 8not hidden Your 
righteousness within my 
heart; 

I have spoken of Your 
faithfulness and Your 
salvation; 

I have not concealed Your 
lovingkindness and Your 
truth from the great 
congregation. Ac 20:20, 27 « Ps 89:1 


11 You, O Lorp, will not withhold 
Your compassion from 


me; 

TYour lovingkindness and Your 
truth will continually 
preserve me. Or May...preserve 

12 For evils beyond number have 
surrounded me; 

My iniquities have overtaken 
me, so that I am not able to 
see; 


39:13 Or become cheerful 2 40:1-17 40:1 Or 
intently 40:6 Lit dug; or possibly pierced 


PSALM 40:13 


They are more numerous than 
the hairs of my head, 
And my heart has failed me. 


13 ®Be pleased, O Lorn, to 
deliver me; 
Nar Rhaste, O Lorp, to help 
Ps 70:1 ¢ Ps 22:19; 71:12 
14 Let t thORe be ashamed and 
humiliated together 
Who Bseek my ‘life to destroy 


rte 
Let those be turned back and 
dishonored 
Who delight fin my hurt. Ps 63:9 
15 Let those be appalled because 
of their shame 
Who say to me, “Aha, aha!” 
16 Let all who seek You rejoice 
and be glad in You; 
Let those who love Your 
salvation say continually, 
“The Lorp be magnified!” ps 70:4 
17 Since I am afflicted and needy, 
Let the Lord be mindful of me. 
You are my help and my 
deliverer; 
Do not delay, O my God. 


The Psalmist in Sickness 
Complains of Enemies and False 
Friends. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


ea 4 How blessed is he who 
considers the "helpless; 
The Lorp will deliver him in a 
day of trouble. Or poor 
2 The Lorp will protect him and 
Keep him alive, 
And he shall be called blessed 
upon the earth; 
And do not give him over to 
the desire of his enemies. 
3 The Lorp will sustain him 
upon his sickbed; 
In his illness, You restore him 
to health. 


4 As for me, I said, “O Lorp, be 
gracious to me; 
Heal my soul, for I have 


sinned against You.” Ps 51:4 
5 My enemies ®speak evil 
against me, 
“When will he die, and his 
name perish?” Ps 38:12 


6 And twhen he comes to see 
me, he ®speaks falsehood; 
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His heart gathers wickedness 
to itself; 
When he goes outside, he tells 
1 Or if he © Ps 12:2; 62:4; Pr 26:24-26 
7 All who hate me whisper 
together against me; 
Against me they ®devise my 


hurt, saying, Ps 56:5 
8 “A wicked thing is poured out 
upon him 


That when he lies down, he 
will not rise up again.” 
9 Even my close friend in 
whom I trusted, 
Who ate my bread, 
Has lifted up his heel against 
me. 


10 But You, O Lorp, be gracious 
to me and fraise me up, 
That I may repay them. 
11 By this I know that You are 
pleased with me, 
Because my enemy does not 
shout in triumph over me. 
12 As for me, You uphold me in 
my integrity, 
And You set me in Your 
presence forever. Job 36:7; Ps 21:6 


13. Blessed be the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, 
From everlasting to everlasting. 
Amen and Amen. 


BOOK 2 


Thirsting for God in Trouble and 
Exile. 


Ps 3:3 


For the choir director. 
A {+Maskil of the sons of Korah. 


4 As the deer Fpants for the 
water brooks, 
So my soul ®pants for You, O 


od. Ps 119:131 
2 My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God; 
When shall I come and appear 
before God? 
3 My tears have been my food 
day and night, 


While they say to me all day 
long, “Where is your God?” 


40:14 Or soul 40:14 Or to injureme %% 41:1-3 
41:3 Lit turn all his bed %¥41:9-Mk 14:10,21 

42:1}Possibly Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful. 
Psalm 42:1 Lit longs for 
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4 These things I remember and I 
pour out my soul within me. 
For I used to go along with the 
throng and lead them in 
procession to the house of 


od, 
With the voice of joy and 
thanksgiving, a multitude 
keeping festival. Ps 100:4 


y* 5 Why are von in despair, O 
my soul? 
And why have you become 
disturbed within me? 
Hope in God, for I shall again 
praise Him 
For the help of His presence. 
6 O my God, my soul is in 
despair within me; 
Therefore I remember You 
from ®the land of the 
Jordan 
And the peaks of Hermon, 
from Mount Mizar.  28a17:22 
7 Deep calls to deep at the 
sound of Your waterfalls; 
All Your breakers and Your 
waves have rolled over me. 
8 The Lorp will command His 
lovingkindness in the 
daytime; 
And His song will be with me 
in the night, 
A prayer to ®the God of my 
life. Ps 57:3; 133:3 © Ec 5:18; 8:15 


9 J will say to God ®my rock, 
“Why have You forgotten 
me? 

Why do I go mourning 
because of the oppression 
of the enemy?” Ps 18:2 « Ps 38:6 
10 Asa shattering of my bones, 
my adversaries revile me, 
While they say to me all day 
long, “Where is your God?” 
11 RWhy are you in despair, O my 
soul? 
And why have you become 
disturbed within me? 
Hope in God, for I shall yet 


praise Him, 
The help of my countenance 
and my God. Ps 42:5; 43:5 


Prayer for Deliverance. 

4 Vindicate me, O God, and 
plead my case against an 
ungodly nation; 


O deliver me from the 
deceitful and unjust man! 

2 For You are the 8God of my 
strength; why have You 
rejected me? 

Why do I go mourning 
because of the oppression 
of the enemy? — Ps 18:1; 28:7; 31:4 


3 O send out Your light and Your 
truth, let them lead me; 
Let them bring me to Your 
holy hill 
And to Your dwelling places. 
4 Then I will go to the altar of 
God, 
To God my exceeding joy; 
And upon the lyre I shall 
praise You, O God, 
my God. 


yw 5 ®Why are ae in despair, O 

my soul? 

And why are you disturbed 
within me? 

Hope in God, for I shall Tagain 
praise Him, 

The help of my countenance 
and my God. Or still 


Former Deliverances and Present 
Troubles. 


For the choir director. 
A +Maskil of the sons of Korah. 


4 O God, we have heard with 
our ears, 
Our fathers have told us 
The ®work that You did in their 


days, 

In the days of old. 

2 You with Your own hand 
Rdrove out the nations; 

Then You planted them; 

You afflicted the peoples, 

Then You spread them 
abroad. Jos 3:10; Ne 9:24; Ps 78:55; 80:8 

3. For by their own sword they 
did not possess the land, 

And their own arm did not 
save them, 

But Your right hand and Your 
arm and the light of Your 
presence, 

For You favored them. 


Ps 78:12 


Ps 77:15 


Y% 42:5 3% 42:8 3% 43:5 44:1}Possibly 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 


oN 


PSALM 44:4 


4 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


You are my King, O God; 

RCommand ‘victories for 
Jacob. Ps 74:12 « Ps 42:8 « Lit salvation 

Through You we will push 
back our adversaries; 

Through Your name we will 
trample down those who 
rise up against us. 

For I will not trust in my bow, 

Nor will my sword save me. 

But You ®have saved us from 
our adversaries, 

And You have put to shame 
those who hate us. Ps 136:24 

In God we have boasted all 
day long, 

And we will give thanks to 
Your name forever. Selah. 


Yet You have rejected us and 
brought us to dishonor, 

And 8do not go out with our 
armies. Ps 60:10; 108:11 

You cause us to turn back 
from the adversary; 

And those who hate us have 
taken spoil for themselves. 

You give us as ®sheep to be 
eaten 

And have scattered us among 
the nations. Ps 44:22; Ro 8:36 

You sell Your people ™cheaply, 

And have not Fprofited by 
their sale. Lit for no wealth 

You make us a reproach to our 
neighbors, 

A scoffing and a derision to 
those around us. 

You make us 8a byword 
among the nations, 

A laughingstock among the 
peoples. Job 17:6; Ps 69:11; Je 24:9 

All day long my dishonor is 
before me 

And my humiliation has 
overwhelmed me, 

Because of the voice of him 
who reproaches and reviles, 

Because of the presence of the 
enemy and the avenger. 


All this has come upon us, but 
we have not forgotten You, 
And we have not 8dealt falsely 

with Your covenant. ps 78:57 
Our heart has not turned 
back, 
And our steps have not 
deviated from Your way, 
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19 


Yet You have ®crushed us in a 
place of jackals 

And covered us with the 
shadow of death. Ps 51:8; 94:5 


wv 20 If we had "forgotten the 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


name of our God 

Or extended our ‘hands toa 
strange god, Ps 78:11 « Lit palms 

Would not God 8find this out? 

For He knows the secrets of 
the heart. Ps 139:1, 2; Je 17:10 

But 8for Your sake we are 
killed all day long; 

We are considered as sheep to 
be slaughtered. Ro 8:36 

RArouse Yourself, why ®do You 
sleep, O Lord? 

Awake, 8do not reject us 
forever. Ps 7:6 © Ps 78:65 © Ps 77:7 

Why do You hide Your face 

And forget our affliction and 
OUL OPPFeSSiON? Job 13:24; Ps 88:14 

For our soul has sunk down 
into the dust; 

Our body cleaves to the earth. 

RRise up, be our help, 

And redeem us for the sake of 
Your lovingkindness. — ps 35:2 


A Song Celebrating the King’s 
Marriage. 


For the choir director; according to the 
+Shoshannim. A * Maskil of the sons of 


a 


44:12 Or set a high price on them 
45:14Or possibly Lilies 


Korah. A Song of Love. 


My heart Foverflows with a 
good theme; 

I address my verses to the King; 

My tongue is the pen of 8a 
ready writer. Ez 7:6 

You are fairer than the sons of 
men; 

innaed is poured upon Your 


lip 
THererare God has ®blessed 
You forever. Lk 4:22 ¢ Ps 21:6 


Gird Your sword on Your 
thigh, O 3Mighty One, 

In Your splendor and Your 
majesty! He 4:12; Re 1:16 ¢ Is 9:6 

And in Your majesty ride on 
victoriously, 

For the cause of truth and 


% 44:20-21 
“Possibly Contemplative, 


or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 45:1 Lit is astir 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 
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Rmeekness and 
righteousness; 

Let Your ®right hand teach You 
awesome things. Zep 2:3¢ Ps 21:8 

Your arrows are sharp; 

The 8peoples fall under 
You; 

Your arrows are in the heart 
of the King’s enemies. ps 92:9 


RYour throne, O God, is 
forever and ever; 

A scepter of 8uprightness is 
the scepter of Your 
kingdom. Ps 93:2; He 1:8, 9 « Ps 98:9 

You have loved righteousness 
and hated wickedness; 

Therefore God, Your God, has 
Ranointed You 

With the oil of joy above Your 
fellows. Ps 11:7; 33:5 © Ps 2:2 

All Your garments are fragrant 
with ®myrrh and aloes and 
cassia; 

Out of ivory palaces ®stringed 
instruments have made You 
glad. Song 4:14; Jo 19:39 » Ps 150:4 

Kings’ daughters are among 
Your noble ladies; 

At Your right hand stands the 
queen in gold from Ophir. 


Listen, O daughter, give 
attention and incline your 
ear: 

Forget your people and your 
father’s house; 

Then the King will desire your 
beauty. 

Because He is your Lord, 
Rbow down to Him. Ep 5:33 

The daughter of ®Tyre will 
come with a gift; 

The rich among the people 
will seek your favor. Ps 87:4 


The King’s daughter is all 
glorious within; 

Her clothing is 8interwoven 
with gold. Ex 39:2, 3 

She will be 8led to the King in 
embroidered work; 

The virgins, her companions 
who follow her, 

Will be brought to You. — Song 1:4 

They will be led forth with 


v4 


PSALM 46:9 


16 In place of your fathers will be 


your sons; 
You shall make them princes 
in all the earth. 


17 I will cause Your name to be 


remembered in all 
generations; 

Therefore the peoples ®will 
give You thanks forever and 
ever. Mal 1:11 ¢ Ps 138:4 


God the Refuge of His People. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of the sons of 


Korah, fset to Alamoth. A Song. 


God is our 8refuge and 
strength, 
FA very present help in 
trouble. Ps 14:6; 62:7, 8 
Therefore we will not fear, 
though ®the earth should 
change 
And though 8the mountains 
sup into the heart of the 
ea; Ps 23:4; 27:1 © Ps 82:5 © Ps 18:7 
Though its waters roar and 
foam, 
Though the mountains quake 
at its swelling pride. Selah. 


There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, 

The holy ®dwelling places of 
the Most High. Ps 43:3 

God is in the midst of her, she 
will not be moved; 

God will help her when 
morning dawns. 

The ‘nations 8made an uproar, 
the kingdoms tottered; 

He raised His voice, the earth 
melted. Or Gentiles ¢ Ps 2:1, 2 

The Lorp of hosts ®is with us; 

The God of Jacob is Sour 
stronghold. 

Selah. Nu 14:9; 2 Ch 13:12 ¢ Ps 9:9; 48:3 


Come, behold the works of the 
Lorp, 

Who has wrought desolations 
in the earth. 

He ®makes wars to cease to 
the end of the earth; 


445:7-Lk 4:18 45:26 Or possibly Lilies 
46:1+Possibly for soprano voices Y% (46:1-4 
46:1 Or Abundantly available for help 


gladness and rejoicing; 
They will enter into the King’s 
palace. 


PSALM 46:10 


He ®breaks the bow and cuts 
the spear in two; 
He burns the chariots with 
fire. Is 2:4; Mi 4:3 ¢ 1 Sa 2:4; Ps 76:3 
10 “Cease striving and ®know that 
Iam God; 
I will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” Ps 100:3 ¢ Is 2:11, 17 
11 The rhe of hosts is 
with u 
The God Of Jacob is our 


stronghold. Selah. 


God the King of the Earth. 


For the choir director. 
A Psalm of the sons of Korah. 


ibe 4 O ®clap your hands, all 
peoples; 
RShout ND God with the voice 
of jo Ps 98:8 ¢ Ps 106:47 
2 For the roan Most High is to 
be ®feared, 
A great King over all the 
earth. De 7:21; Ne 1:5; Ps 66:3, 5; 68:35 
3 He subdues peoples 
under us 
And nations under our feet. 
4 He chooses our inheritance 


for us, 
The glory of Jacob whom He 


loves. Selah. 
5 God has ®ascended with a 
shout, 
The Lorp, with the sound of 
a trumpet. Ps 68:18 © Ps 98:6 
6 Sing praises to God, sing 
praises; 


Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises. Ps 68:4 ¢ Ps 89:18 

7 For God is the ®King of all the 
earth; 

Sing praises ®with a ‘skillful 
psalm. Ze 14:9 ° 1 Co 14:15 * Heb Maskil 

8 God reigns over the 
nations, 

God sits on His holy 
throne. 

9 The princes of the people have 
assembled themselves as 
the people of the God of 
Abraham, 

For the shields of the earth 
belong to God; 


He is ®highly exalted. Ps 97:9 
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The Beauty and Glory of Zion. 
A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah. 


4 Great is the Lorp, and 
yi greatly to be praised, 
In the ®city of our God, His 
holy mountain. 
2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy 
of the whole earth, 
Is Mount Zion in the far north, 
The city of the great King. 
3 God, in her palaces, 
Has made Himself known as a 
Rstronghold. Ps 46:7 


4 For, lo, the kings assembled 
themselves, 
They passed by together. 
5 They saw it, then they were 
amazed; 
They were #terrified, they fled 
in alarm. Ex 15:15 
6 ‘Panic seized them there, 
Anguish, as of 8a woman in 
childbirth. Lit Trembling ¢ Is 13:8 
7 With the Xeast wind 
You 8break the ships of 
Tarshish. Je 18:17 © 1 Ki 22:48 
8 As we have heard, so have we 


seen 
In the city of the Lorp of 
hosts, in the city of our 


God; 
God will establish her forever. 
Selah. 


9 We have thought on Your 
lovingkindness, O God, 
In the midst of Your temple. 
10 Asis Your name, O God, 
So is Your 8praise to the ends 


of the earth; 
Your right hand is full of 
righteousness. Ps 65:1, 2; 100:1 


11 Let Mount Zion be glad, 
Let the daughters of Judah 
rejoice 
Because of Your judgments. 
12 Walk about Zion and go 
around her; 
Count her towers; Ne 3:1, 11, 25-27 
13 Consider her ramparts; 
Go through her palaces, 
That you may tell it to the 
next generation. Ps 122:7 
14 For such is God, 
Our God forever and ever; 


Y 471-9 3* 48:1 YX 48:14 
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He will 8guide us Funtil 
death. Lit this * Ps 23:4; Is 58:11 


The Folly of Trusting in Riches. 


For the choir director. 
A Psalm of the sons of Korah. 


49 ®Hear this, all peoples; 
Give ear, all inhabitants of 
the world, Ps 78:1; Is 1:2; Mi 1:2 
2 Both low and high, 

Rich and poor together. 

3 My mouth will 8speak 
wisdom, 

And the meditation of my 
heart will be 
understanding. 

4 | will incline my ear to 8a 
proverb; 

RT will express my riddle on 
the harp. Ps 78:2 ¢ 2 Ki3:15 « Nu 12:8 


ye 5 Why should I ®fear in days of 
adversity, 
When the iniquity of my foes 
surrounds me, Ps 23:4; 27:1 
6 Even those who trust in their 
wealth 
And boast in the abundance of 
their riches? 
7 Noman can by any means 
Rredeem his brother 
Or give to God a ®ransom for 
him— Ma 25:8, 9 ¢ Job 36:18, 19 
8 For 8the redemption of This 
soul is costly, 
And he should cease trying 


Ps 62:9 


Ps 37:30 


forever— Ma 16:26 « Lit their 
9 That he should 8live on 
eternally, 


That he should not undergo 


decay. Ps 22:29 © Ps 16:10; 89:48 
10 For he sees that even Rwise 
men die; 


The &stupid and the senseless 
alike perish 
And leave their wealth to 
others. Ec 2:16 © Ps 92:6; 94:8 
11 Their F8inner thought is that 
their houses are forever 
And their dwelling places to 
all generations; 
They have called their lands 
after their own names. Ps 64:6 
yw 12 But man in his Tpomp will 
He is like the beasts that 


not endure; 
perish. Ps 49:20 © Lit honor 


PSALM 50:2 


13 This is the way of those who 
are foolish, 
And of those after them who 
approve their words. 
Selah. 


14 As sheep they are appointed 
Rfor Sheol; 
Death shall be their shepherd; 
And the upright shall rule 
over them in the morning, 
And their form shall be for 
Sheol 8to consume 
So that they have no 
habitation. Ps 9:17 © Job 24:19 
yw 15 But God will redeem my soul 
from the power of Sheol, 
For He will receive me. 


Selah. 


16 Do not be afraid }when a man 
becomes rich, 
When the Fglory of his house 
is increased; Ps 37:7 
17 For when he dies he will 
Rearry nothing away; 
His Fglory will not descend 
after him. Ps 17:14; 1 Ti 6:7 
18 Though while he lives he 
congratulates "himself— 
And though men praise you 
when you do well for 
yourself— Lit his soul 
19 He shall go to the generation 
of his fathers; 
They will never see the light. 
20 ®Man in his ‘pomp, yet 
without understanding, 
Is like the beasts that 
perish. Ps 49:12 « Lit honor * Ec 3:19 


God the Judge of the Righteous 
and the Wicked. 


A Psalm of } Asaph. 


5 f) RThe Mighty One, God, the 

Lorp, has spoken, 

And summoned the earth 
Rfrom the rising of the sun 
to its setting. Jos 22:22 + Ps 113:3 

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of 

beauty, 

God has shone forth. 


48:14 Lit upon; some mss and the Gr read forever 
¥% 49:5-6 49:9 Or see corruption or the pit 
3%* 49:10 49:11 Some versions read graves are their 


_ houses 2% 49:12 %% 49:15-17 49:16 Or wealth . 


49:17 Or wealth 50:141 Ch 15:17; 2 Ch 29:30 


PSALM 50:3 


; aN 3 May our God ®come and not 
Sa} keep silence; 
Fire devours before Him, 
And it is very tempestuous 
around Him. Ps 96:13 « Ps 18:12, 13 
4 He ®summons the heavens 


above, 
And the earth, to judge His 
people: De 4:26; 31:28; 32:1; Is 1:2 
5 “Gather My ®godly ones to Me, 
Those who have made a 
covenant with Me by 
sacrifice.” Ps 30:4; 37:28; 52:9 
6 And the heavens declare His 
righteousness, 
For God Himself is judge. 
Selah. 


7 “RHear, O My people, and I will 


speak; 
O Israel, I will testify against 
you; 
Iam God, your God. © Ps 49:1: 81:8 
8 “I do not reprove you for your 
sacrifices, 
And your burnt offerings are 
continually before Me. 
9 “I shall take no 8young bull out 
of your house 
Nor male goats out of your 


folds. Ps 69:31 
10 “For every beast of the forest is 
Mine, 


The cattle on a thousand hills. 
11 “I know every ®bird of the 
mountains, 
And everything that moves in 
the field is ‘Mine. Ma 6:26 
12 “If I were hungry I would not 
tell you, 
For the world is Mine, and ‘all 
it contains. Lit its fullness 
13 “Shall I eat the flesh of ®bulls 
Or drink the blood of male 
goats? Ps 50:9 
14 “Offer to God a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving 
And pay your vows to the 
Most High; 
15 Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; 
I shall 8rescue you, and you 
will Shonor Me.” Ps 81:7 « Ps 22:23 


16 But to the wicked God says, 
“What right have you to tell of 
My statutes 
And to take My covenant in 
your mouth? Is 29:13 


628 


17 “For you ®hate discipline, 
And you cast My words 
behind you. Pr 5:12; 12:1; Ro 2:21, 22 
18 “When you see a thief, you ®are 
pleased with him, 
And you &associate with 


adulterers. Ro 1:32 ¢ 1 T15:22 
19 “You Rlet your mouth loose in 
evil 


And your tongue frames 
deceit. Ps 10:7 © Ps 36:3; 52:2 
20 “You sit and ®speak against 
your brother; 
You slander your own 
mother’s son. — Job 19:18; Ma 10:21 
21 “These things you have done 
and 8] kept silence; 
You thought that I was just 
like you; 
I will reprove you and state 
the case in order before 
your eyes. Ec 8:11; Is 42:14; 57:11 


22 “Now consider this, you who 
Rforget God, 

Or I will 8tear you in pieces, 
and there will be none to 
deliver. Job 8:13; Ps 9:17 © Ps 7:2 

yw 23 “He who ®offers a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving honors Me; 

And to him who 8orders his 
way aright 

I shall 8show the salvation of 
God.” Ps 50:14 © Ps 85:13 # Ps 91:16 


A Contrite Sinner’s Prayer for 
Pardon. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David, when 
+Nathan the prophet came to him, after he 
had gone in to Bathsheba. 


5 1 RBe gracious to me, O God, 
according to Your 
lovingkindness; 
According to the greatness of 
Your compassion blot out 
my transgressions. Ps 4:1; 109:26 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity 
And cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
And my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against You, You only, I have 
sinned 


 50:3-4 50:11 Or in My mind: lit with Me 
XY 50:23 51:142 Sa 12:1 
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And done what is evil in Your 
sight, 

So that You Fare justified when 
You speak 

And blameless when You 
JUCGEE. Ge 20:6; 39:9; 2 Sa 12:13: Ps 41:4 


5 Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity, 

And in sin my mother 
conceived me. 

yw 6 Behold, You desire ®truth in 
the innermost being, 

And in the hidden part You 
will make me know 
wisdom. Job 38:36; Ps 15:2 

7 Purify me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean; 

Wash me, and I shall be 
Rwhiter than snow. 

8 Make me to hear joy and 
gladness, 

Let the bones which You have 
broken rejoice. Ps 35:10 

9 Hide Your face from my sins 

And blot out all my iniquities. 


AT 10 ty in me a clean heart, 


Is 1:18 


God, fa 
And renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. Eze 18:31; Ep 2:10 


11 Do not cast me away from 
Your presence 
And do not take Your Holy 
Spirit from me. Is 63:10, 11 
12 Restore to me the 8joy of Your 
salvation 
And sustain me witha 
Rwilling spirit. Ps 13:5 « Ps 110:3 
13 Then I will 8teach 
transgressors Your ways, 
And sinners will be converted 
to You. Ac 9:21, 22 


14 Deliver me from 
bloodguiltiness, O God, the 
God of my salvation; 
Then my tongue will joyfully 
sing of Your righteousness. 
15 OLord, open my lips, 
That my mouth may ®declare 
Your praise. Ex 4:15 ¢ Ps 9:14 
16 For You 8do not delight in 
sacrifice, otherwise I would 
give it; 
You are not pleased with 
burnt offering. 1 Sa 15:22; Ps 40:6 
17. The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; 


PSALM 52:8 


A broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, You will not despise. 


18 By Your favor do good to Zion; 
Build the walls of Jerusalem. 
19 Then You will delight in 
Rrighteous sacrifices, 
In burnt offering and whole 
burnt offering; 
Then young bulls will be 
offered on Your altar. ps 4:5 


Futility of Boastful Wickedness. 


For the choir director. A }Maskil of David, 
“when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul 
and said to him, “David has come to the house 


of Ahimelech.” 
v5 Why do you ®boast in evil, 
O mighty man? 
The lovingkindness of God 


endures all day long. ps 94:4 
2 Your tongue devises 
Rdestruction, 
Like a sharp razor, O worker 
of deceit. Ps 5:9 


3 You love evil more than good, 
Falsehood more than speaking 
what is right. 
Selah. 


4 You love all words that devour, 
O ®deceitful tongue. Ps 120:3 


5 But God will break you down 
forever; 
He will snatch you up and tear 
you away from your tent, 
And uproot you from the land 
of the living. Selah. 
6 The righteous will ®see and fear, 
And will 8laugh at him, 
saying, Ps 37:34; 40:3 © Job 22:19 
7 “Behold, the man who would 
not make God his refuge, 
But ®trusted in the abundance 
of his riches 
And ®was strong in his evil 
desire.” Ps 49:6 © Ps 10:6 


8 But as for me, I am like a 
green olive tree in the 
house of God; 

I trust in the lovingkindness of 
God forever and ever. 


51:4 Or may be inthe right %* 51:6 

Y 51:10-13 51:13 Or turn back 52:1}Possibly 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm °1Sa 
22:9) 97 52:1 


PSALM 52:9 


9 | will 8give You thanks 
forever, because You have 
done it, 

And I will wait on Your name, 
Rfor it is good, in the 
presence of Your godly 
ones. Ps 30:12 © Ps 54:6 


Folly and Wickedness 
of Men. 


For the choir director; 
according to }Mahalath. 
A *Maskil of David. 


5 3 RThe fool has said in his heart, 
“There is no God,” 

They are corrupt, and have 
committed abominable 
injustice; 

RThere is no one who does 
Good. — Ps 10:4; 14:1-7; 53:1-6 ¢ Ro 3:10 

2 God has looked down from 
heaven upon the sons of 
men 

To see if there is anyone who 
understands, 

Who seeks after God. 

3 REvery one of them has 
turned aside; together 
they have become 
corrupt; 

There is no one who does 
good, not even one. 


Ro 3:11 


Ro 3:12 


4 Have the workers of 
wickedness no 
knowledge, 
Who eat up My people 
as though they ate 
bread 
And have not called upon 
God? Je 4:22 
5 There they were in great fear 
Rwhere no fear had been; 
For God scattered the bones of 
him who encamped against 


you; 

You ®put them to shame, 
because God had rejected 
them. Le 26:17, 36; Pr 28:1 « Ps 44:7 

6 Oh, that 8the salvation of 
Israel would come out of 
Zion! 

When God restores His 
captive people, 

Let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be 
glad. Ps 14:7 © Lit would be 
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Prayer for Defense against 
Enemies. 


For the choir director; on stringed 
instruments. A }Maskil of David, *when the 
Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Is not David 

hiding himself among us?” 


5 Save me, O God, by ®Your name, 
And Fvindicate me by "Your 
power. Ps 20:1 ¢ 2 Ch 20:6 
2 ®Hear my prayer, O God; 
RGive ear to the words of my 


mouth. Ps 17:6; 55:1 © Ps 5:1 
3 For strangers have risen 
against me 
And violent men have sought 
my life; 
They have not set God before 
them. Selah. 


4 Behold, ®God is my helper; 
The Lord is the sustainer of 
my soul. Ps 30:10; 37:40; 118:7 
5 FHe will recompense the evil 
to my foes; 
RDestroy them in Your 
faithfulness. Ps 94:23 ¢ Ps 143:12 


6 RWillingly I will sacrifice to You; 
I will give thanks to Your 
name, O Lorp, for it is 
good. Nu 15:3; Ps 116:17 ¢ Ps 50:14 
7 For 'He has 8delivered me 
from all trouble, 
And my eye has looked with 
satisfaction upon my 
enemies. Or it;ie. His name ¢ Ps 34:6 


Prayer for the Destruction of the 
Treacherous. 


For the choir director; on stringed 
instruments. A {Maskil of David. 


5 5 Give ear to my prayer, 
O God; 


And do not hide Yourself from 
My supplication. 
2 Give heed to me and answer 


me; 
I am restless in my complaint 
and fam surely distracted, 


53:17Le. sickness, a sadtone * Possibly 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 
54:1;Possibly Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful 
Psalm *1 Sa 23:19; 26:1 54:1 Lit judge 54:5 Lit 
The evil will return 55:1+Possibly Contemplative, 
or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 55:2 Or I must moan 
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3 Because of the voice of the 

enemy, 

Because of the ®pressure of 
the wicked; 

For they bring down trouble 
upon me 

And in anger they beara 
grudge against me. Ps 17:9 


4 My heart is in anguish within 
me, 
And the terrors of death have 
fallen upon me. Ps 18:4,5; 116:3 
5 Fear and §trembling come 
upon me, 
ge ance has overwhelmed 
Ps 119:120 
6 I said “Oh, that I had wings 
like a dove! 
I ou fly away and FRbe at 
Job 3:13 
7 "Behold, I would wander far 


aw. 
I th lodge in the 
wilderness. Selah. 
8 “I would hasten to my place of 
refuge 
From the ®stormy wind and 
tempest.” Is 4:6; 25:4; 29:6 


9 Confuse, O Lord, divide their 
tongues, 
For I have seen ®violence and 
strife in the city. Ps 11:5; Je 6:7 
10 Day and night they go around 
her upon her walls, 
And iniquity and mischief are 
in her midst. 
11 Destruction is in her 
midst; 
Oppression and deceit do not 
depart from her streets. ps5:9 


12 For it is not an enemy who 
reproaches me, 

Then I could bear it; 

Nor is it one who hates me 
who £has exalted himself 
against me, 

Then I could hide myself from 
him. Ps 41:9 © Ps 35:26 

13 But it is you, aman my 
equal, 

My ®companion and my 
familiar friend; 

14. We who had sweet 
Ffellowship together 


2 Sa 15:12 


RWalked i in the house of en 


in the throng. Ps 42:4 
15 Let death come deceitfully 

upon them; 

Let them ®go ‘down alive to 
Sheol, 

For evil is in their dwelling, in 
their midst. Nu 16:30, 33 

yw 16 As ae me, I shall call upon 
Go 


And the Lorp will save 


me. 

17 Evening and morning and at 
noon, I will complain and 
murmur, 

And He will hear my 
voice. 

18 He will 8redeem my soul in 
peace from the battle which 
is against me, 

For they are kmany who strive 


with me. Ps 103:4 © Ps 56:2 
19 God will hear and answer 
them— 


Even the one who sits 
enthroned from of old— 
Selah. 

With whom there is no 
change, 

And who do not fear God. 

20 He has put forth his hands 
against 8those who were at 
peace with him; 

He has Fviolated his 


covenant. Ps 7:4; 120:7 
21 His speech was smoother than 
butter, 


But his heart was war; 

His HORS were softer than 
oil, 

Yet they were drawn swords. 


y* 22 Cast your burden upon the 
Lorp and He will sustain 


you; 

He will never allow the 
righteous to be shaken. 

23 But You, O God, will bring 

them down to the pit of 
destruction; 

Men of bloodshed and deceit 
will not live out half their 


ays. i 
But I will trust in You. 
55:6 Lit settledown %% 55:14 55:14 Lit counsel; 


orintimacy 2% 55:16-17 55:20 Lit profaned 
¥% 55:22-23 


PSALM 56:1 


Supplication for Deliverance and 
Grateful Trust in God. 


For the choir director; according to {Jonath 
elem rehokim. A *Mikhtam of David, when 
the Philistines seized him in Gath. 


5 Be gracious to me, O God, for 
man has 8trampled upon me; 
Fighting all day long he 
Roppresses me. Ps 57:3 « Ps 17:9 
2 My foes have trampled upon 
me all day long, 
For they are many who fight 
proudly against me. Ps 35:1 
YX 3 When I am afraid, I will put 
my trust in You. 
4 Jn God, whose word I praise, 
In God I have put my trust; 


I shall not be afraid. 
RWhat can mere man do to 
me? Ps 56:10, 11 # Ps 118:6; He 13:6 
5 All day long they Fdistort my 
words; 
All their thoughts are against 
me for evil. 2 Pe 3:16 
6 They Fattack, they lurk, 
They watch my steps, 


As they have waited to take 
my life. Ps 59:3: 140:2; Is 54:15 
7 Because of wickedness, cast 
them forth, 
In anger put down the 
peoples, O God! Ps 55:23 
yx 8 You have taken account of 
my wanderings; 
Put my tears in Your bottle. 
Are they not in Your book? 
9 Then my enemies will 8turn 
back 8in the day when I call; 
This I know, ‘that God is for 
me. Ps 9:3 ¢ Ps 102:2 
10 In God, whose word I praise, 
In the Lorp, whose word | 
praise, 
11 In God I have put my ‘trust, I 
shall not be afraid. 
What can man do to me? 
12 Your 8vows are binding upon 


me, O God; 
I will render thank offerings 
to You. Ps 50:14 


13 For You have delivered my 
soul from death, 
Indeed ®my feet from 
stumbling, 
So that I may walk before God 
In the light of the living. ps 116:8 
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Prayer for Rescue from 
Persecutors. 


For the choir director; set to }Al-tashheth. A 
*Mikhtam of David, when he fled from Saul 
in the cave. 


5 Be gracious to me, O God, be 
gracious to me, 
For my soul takes refuge in You; 
And in the shadow of Your 
wings I will take refuge 
Until destruction passes by. 
2 I will cry to God Most High, 
To God who Raccomplishes all 
things for me. Ps 138:8 
3 He will send from heaven 
and save me; 
He reproaches him who 
Rtramples upon me. Selah. 
God will send forth His 
lovingkindness and His 
truth. Ps 18:16; 144:5, 7 © Ps 56:2 


4 My soul is among &lions; 
I must lie among those who 
breathe forth fire, 
Even the sons of men, whose 
Rteeth are spears and arrows 
ai their tongue a sharp 
word. Ps 35:17; 58:6 © Pr 30:14 
5 RBe exalted above the 
heavens, O God; 
Let Your glory be above all 


the earth. Ps 57:11; 108:5 
6 They have ‘prepared a net for 
my steps; 


My soul is bowed down; 

They dug a pit before me; 

They themselves have fallen 
into the midst of it. Selah. 


en 7 My ®heart is steadfast, O 
God, my heart is steadfast; 
I will sing, yes, I will sing 
praises! Ps 57:7-11; 108:1-5 * Ps 112:7 
8 Awake, my glory! 
Awake, ®harp and lyre! 
I will awaken the dawn. ps 150:3 
9 ®] will give thanks to You, O 
Lord, among the peoples; 


56:1;Or The silent dove of those who are far off, 
or, The dove of the distant terebinths * Possibly 
Epigrammatic Poem, or Atonement Psalm “1 Sa 
21:10, 11 %* 56:3-4 56:5 Or trouble my affairs 
56:6 Or stir up strife 2* 56:8-13 56:9 Or because 
56:11 Or trust without fear 57:1}Lit Do Not Destroy 
*Possibly, Epigrammatic Poem or Atonement Psalm 
“1 Sa 22:1; 24:3 57:6 Or spread 3% 57:7-9 
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I will sing praises to You 
among the nations. Ps 108:3 


10 For Your lovingkindness is 


great to the heavens 
And Your truth to the clouds. 


11 Be exalted above the 


heavens, O God; 
Let Your glory be above all 
the earth. Ps 57:5; 108:5 


Prayer for the Punishment of th 
Wicked. aia 


For the choir director; set to tAl-tashheth. 


A *Mikhtam of David. 


Do you indeed speak 
righteousness, 
O Fgods? 

Do you judge Fuprightly, O 
sons of men? Ps 82:2 

No, in heart you work 
unrighteousness; 

On earth you weigh out 
the violence of your 
hands. 

The wicked are estranged 
Rfrom the womb; 

These who speak lies go 
astray from birth. Ps 51:5; Is 48:8 

They have venom like the 
Rvenom of a serpent; 

Like a deaf cobra that stops 
up its ear, De 32:33; Ps 140:3 

So that it does not hear the 
voice of charmers, 

Or a skillful caster of spells. 


O God, shatter their teeth in 
their mouth; 

Break out the fangs of the 
young lions, O Lorp. 

Let them flow away like water 
that runs off; 

When he 8aims his arrows, 
let them be as headless 
shafts. Ps 64:3 

Let them be as a snail which 
Tmelts away as it goes 
along, 

Like the miscarriages of a 
woman which never see the 
Sun. Le.secretes slime ¢ Job 3:16; Ec 6:3 

Before your ®pots can feel the 
fire of thorns 

He will sweep them away 
with a whirlwind, the 
Tgreen and the burning 
alike. Ps 118:12; Ec 7:6 ¢ Lit living 


10 The righteous will rejoice 
when he sees the vengeance; 
He will ®wash his feet in the 
blood of the wicked. _ ps¢8:23 
11 And men will say, “Surely 
there is a reward for the 


righteous; 
Surely there is a God who 
judges on earth!” Lit fruit 


Prayer for Deliverance from 
Enemies. 


For the choir director; set to + Al-tashheth. 
A *Mikhtam of David, when Saul sent men 
and they watched the house 
in order to kill him. 


59%? RDeliver me from my enemies, 
O my God 
Set me securely on high away 
from those who rise up 
against me. Ps 143:9 
2 Deliver me from those who do 
iniquity 
And save me from men of 
bloodshed. 
3 For behold, they have set an 
ambush for my life; 
Fierce men launch an attack 


against me, 
Not for my transgression nor 
for my sin, O Lorp, Ps 56:6 


4 For no guilt of mine, they run 
and set themselves against 


me. 
RArouse Yourself to help me, 
and see! Ps 35:19 © Ps 7:6; 35:23 
5 You, O Lorp God of hosts, the 
God of Israel, 
Awake to punish all the nations; 
Do not be gracious to any 
who are treacherous in 
iniquity. Selah. 
6 They ®return at evening, they 
howl like a dog, 
And go around the city. ps 59:14 
7 Behold, they belch forth with 
their mouth; 
Swords are in their lips, 
For, they say, “Who hears?” 


58:1;Lit Do Not Destroy ~° Possibly Epigrammatic 
Poem or Atonement Psalm 58:1 Or mighty ones or 
judges 58:1 Or uprightly the sons of men 59:1;Lit 
Do Not Destroy °Possibly Epigrammatic Poem or 
Atonement Psalm “1 Sa19:11 59:3 Or stir up strife 


PSALM 59:8 


8 But You, O Lorp, laugh at 


them; 
You scoff at all the 
nations. 


9 Because of ‘his strength I will 
watch for You, 
For God is my 
stronghold. 
10 My God Bin His 
lovingkindness will meet 


me; 

God will let me 2look 
triumphantly upon my 
foes. Ps 21:3 ¢ Ps 54:7 
11 Do not slay them, or my 
people will forget; 
Scatter them by Your 
power, and bring them 
down, 
O Lord, our shield. 

12 Onaccount of the ®sin 
of their mouth and 
the words of their 
lips, 

Let them even be caught in 
their pride, 

And on account of curses and 
lies which they utter. — pr 12:13 

13 FRDestroy them in 

wrath, ‘idestroy them 
that they may be no 
more; 

That men may ®know that 
God rules in Jacob 

To the ends of the earth. 
Selah. Ps 104:35 © Ps 83:18 

14 They ®return at evening, they 
howl like a dog, 

And go around the city. _ ps59:6 

15 They ?wander about Ffor food 

And growl if they are not 
satisfied. Job 15:23 


yw 16 But as for me, I shall ®sing 
of Your strength; 

Yes, I shall 8joyfully sing of 
Your lovingkindness in the 
morning, 

For You have been my 
stronghold 

And a refuge in the day of my 
distress. Ps 21:13 © Ps 101:1 

17 8O my strength, I will sing 
praises to You; 

For God is my stronghold, the 
God who shows me 
lovingkindness. Ps 59:9 + Ps 59:10 


De 4:9; 6:12 
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Lament over Defeat in Battle, 
and Prayer for Help. 


For the choir director; according to Shushan 
Eduth. A *Mikhtam of David, to teach; when 
he struggled with Aram-naharaim and with 
Aram-zobah, and Joab returned, and smote 
twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt. 


6 O God, ® You have rejected us. 
You have broken us; 
You have been angry; O, 
Rrestore us. Ps 44:9 Ps 80:3 
2 You have made the land 
quake, You have split it open; 
RHeal its breaches, for it 
totters. Ps 18:7 © 2 Ch 7:14; Is 30:26 
3 You have 8made Your people 
experience hardship; 
You have given us wine to 
drink that makes us 
stagger. Ps 66:12; 71:20 
4 You have given a banner to 
those who fear You, 
That it may be displayed 
because of the truth. Selah. 
5 That Your beloved may be 
delivered, 
RSave with Your right hand, 
and answer us! Ps 17:7 


6 God has spoken in His 
FRholiness: 
“T will exult, I will portion out 
Shechem and measure out 
the valley of Succoth. ps 89:35 
7 “8Gilead is Mine, and 
Manasseh is Mine; 
Ephraim also is the helmet of 
My head; 
Judah is My scepter. 
8 “RMoab is My washbowl; 
Over Edom I shall throw My 
shoe; 
Shout loud, O Philistia, 
because of Me!”2 sa8:2 © 2 Sa 8:14 


9 Who will bring me into the 
besieged city? 
Who will lead me to Edom? 
10 Have not You Yourself, O God, 
rejected us? 
And will You not go forth with 
our armies, O God? 


Jos 13:31 


59:13 Lit Bring to an end 59:15 Or to devour 

Y 59:16-17 60:1Lit The lily of testimony 
“Possibly, Epigrammatic Poem or Atonement Psalm 
“2 Sa 8:3, 13; 1 Ch 18:3, 12 60:6 Or sanctuary 

60:7 Or lawgiver 
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yr 11 O es us help against the 
adversary, 
fot pacers Tby man is in 
Ps 146:3 ¢ Lit of 
12 Through God we shall do 
valiantly, 
And it is He who will tread 
down our adversaries. 


Confidence in God’s Protection. 


For the choir director; on a stringed 
instrument. A Psalm of David. 


6 l ®Hear my cry, O God; 
Give heed to my prayer. Ps 64:1 
2 From the ®end of the earth I 

call to You when my heart is 
Rfaint; 
Lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I. Ps 42:6 © Ps 77:3 
3 For You have been a ®refuge 
for me, 
A 8tower of strength against 
the enemy. Ps 62:7 « Ps 59:9; Pr 18:10 
4 Let me dwell in Your tent 
forever; 
Let me take refuge in the 
shelter of Your wings. 
Selah. 


5 For You have heard my ®vows, 
O God; 

You have given me the 
inheritance of those who 
fear Your Name. Job 22:27; Ps 56:12 

6 oe Rporolong the king’s 
ife; 

His years will be as many 
generations. 

7 He will abide before God 
forever; 

Appoint Slovingkindness and 
truth that they may 
preserve him. Ps 41:12 « Ps 40:11 

8 Sol will 8sing praise to Your 
name forever, 

That I may pay my vows day 
by day. Ju 5:3; Ps 30:4; 33:2; 71:22 


Ps 21:4 


God Alone a Refuge from 
Treachery and Oppression. 


For the choir director; faccording to 
Jeduthun. A Psalm of David. 


at 2 My soul waits in silence 
for God only; 
From Him is my salvation. 


10 


11 


12 


PSALM 62:12 


He only is my ®rock and my 
salvation, 

My stronghold; I shall not be 
greatly shaken. Ps 89:26 


How long will you assail a 


man, 

That you may murder him, all 
of you, 

Like a leaning wall, like a 
tottering fence? Is 30:13 

They have counseled only.to 
thrust him down from his 
high position; 

They delight in falsehood; 

They bless with their mouth, 

But inwardly they curse. 

Selah. 


My soul, ®wait in silence for 
God only, 

For my hope is from Him. ps 62:1 

He only is my rock and my 
salvation, 

My stronghold; I shall not be 
shaken. Ps 62:2 

On God my &salvation and my 
glory rest; 

The rock of my strength, my 
refuge is in God. Ps 85:9; Je 3:23 

Trust in Him at all times, O 
people; 

Pour out your heart before 


Him; 
God is a refuge for us. Selah. 


Men of 2low degree are only 

eae and men of rank are 
ie; 

In the ®balances they go up; 

They are together lighter than 
breath. — Ps 49:2 « Ps 116:11 © Is 40:15 

RDo not trust in oppression 

And do not vainly hope in 
robbery; 

If riches increase, do not set 
your heart upon them. 1s 30:12 


FOnce God has spoken; 

FTwice I have heard this: 

That power belongs to God; 

And lovingkindness is Yours, 
O Lord, 

For You recompense a man 
according to his work. 


XY 60:11-12 3% 61:3 62:1+Cf 1 Ch 16:41; 25:1; 
Ps 39 and 77titles 2% 62:1-8 62:11 Or One thing 
62:11 Or These two things I have heard 


PSALM 63:1 636 


RPreserve my life from dread 


The Thirsting Soul Satisfied in 
God. 


A Psalm of David, }when he was in the 


wilderness of Judah. 

6 O God, You are my God; I 
SG shall seek You Fearnestly; 
My soul thirsts for You, my 

flesh yearns for You, 
In a dry and weary land where 


there is no water. 
2 Thus I have ®seen You in the 


sanctuary, - 
To see Your power and Your 
glory. Ps 27:4 


3 Because Your 8lovingkindness 
is better than life, 
My lips will praise You. Ps 69:16 
4 tite bless You 8as long as 
I will lift up my hands in Your 
Name. Ps 104:33; 146:2 ¢ Ps 28:2; 143:6 
5 My soul is ®satisfied as with 
Fmarrow and fatness, 
And my mouth offers praises 


with joyful lips. Ps 36:8 
6 When I remember You 8on my 
bed, 


I meditate on You in the ®night 
watches, Ps 4:4 « Ps 16:7; 42:8; 119:55 
7 For ®You have been my help, 
And in the shadow of Your 
wings I sing for joy. Ps 27:9 
8 My soul clings to You; 
Your right hand upholds me. 


9 But those who ®seek my life to 
destroy it, 
Will go into the depths of the 
earth. Ps 40:14 © Ps 55:15 
10 They will be ®delivered over to 
the power of the sword; 
They will be a ®prey for 
foxes. Je 18:21; Eze 35:5 « La 5:18 
11 But the king will rejoice in 
God; 
Everyone who swears by Him 
will glory, 
For the mouths of those who 
speak lies will be stopped. 


of the enemy. Ps 55:2 © Ps 140:1 
2 Hide me from the 

Rgecret counsel of 

evildoers, 

From the tumult of those who 

do iniquity, Ps 56:6 © Ps 59:2 
3 Who 8have sharpened 

their tongue like a 


sword. 
They 8aimed bitter speech as 
their arrow, Ps 140:3 © Ps 58:7 
4 To shoot from concealment at 
the blameless; 
Suddenly they shoot at him, 
and do not fear. Ps 10:8; 11:2 
5 They hold fast to 
themselves an evil 


purpose; 

They talk of Slaying snares 
secretly; 

They say, *’ewho can see 
them?” — Ps 140:5 © Job 22:13; Ps 10:11 

6 They Fdevise injustices, 
saying, 
“We are ready with a well- 
conceived plot”; 

For the 8inward thought and 
the heart of a man are 
Fdeep. Ps 49:11 

7 But ®God "will shoot at them 
with an arrow; 

Suddenly they will be 
wounded. Ps 7:12, 13 Or shot 

8 So they will make him 
stumble; 

RTheir own tongue is against 
them; 

All who see them will shake 


the head. Ps 9:3 ¢ Pr 12:13; 18:7 
9 Then all men will 
Rfear, 
And they will declare the 
work of God, 
And will consider what He 
has done. Ps 40:3 © Je 51:10 


10 The righteous man will be 
Relad in the Lorp and 
will take refuge in 


Him 
And all the upright in heart 


Prayer for Deliverance from 
Secret Enemies. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


6 Hear my voice, O God, in my 
Fcomplaint; 


will glory. Job 22:19; Ps 32:11 


63:141 Sa 22:5; 23:14 2* 63:1-8 63:1 Lit early 
63:5 Lit fat 64:1 Or concern 64:6 Or search out 
64:6 Or unsearchable 
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God’s Serer yess Favor to Earth 
and Man 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


6 


10 


11 


A Song. 


There will be silence "before 
You, and praise in Zion, O 


od, 
And to You the 8vow will be 
performed. Lit to Ps 116:18 
O You who hear prayer, 
To You all men come. __ Litfiesh 
RIniquities prevail against me; 
As for our transgressions, You 
forgive them. Ps 38:4; 40:12 
How ®blessed is the one whom 
You choose and bring near 
to You 
To dwell in Your courts. 
We will be satisfied with the 
goodness of Your house, 
Your holy temple. Ps 33:12; 84:4 


By awesome deeds You 
answer us in righteousness, 
O God of our salvation, 

You who are the trust of all 
the Rends of the earth and 
of the farthest sea; Ps 45.4; 66:3 

Who £establishes the 
mountains by His strength, 

Being girded with might; Ps 95:4 

Who Bstills the roaring of the 


seas, 
The roaring of their waves, 
And the tumult of the 
Peoples. Ps 89:9; 93:3, 4; 107:29; Ma 8:26 
They who dwell in the ends of 
the earth stand in awe of 
Your signs; 
You make the dawn and the 
sunset shout for joy. 


You visit the earth and cause 
it to overflow; 

You greatly enrich it; 

The stream of God is full of 
water; 

You prepare their grain, for 
thus You prepare the earth. 

You water its furrows 
abundantly, 

You ‘settle its ridges, 

You soften it with showers, 

You bless its growth. Or smooth 

You have crowned the year 
with Your ®bounty, _ 

And Your paths ®drip with 
fatness. Ps 104:28 ¢ Job 36:28; Ps 147:14 


12 


13 


Praise for God’s Migh 
and for His Answer to 


PSALM 66:12 


The pastures of the wilderness 


drip, 

And the hills gird themselves 
with rejoicing. 

The meadows are ®clothed 
with flocks 

And the valleys are ®covered 
with grain; « 

They shout for joy, yes, they 
sing. Ps 144:13; Is 30:23 ¢ Ps 72:16 


Deeds 
rayer. 


For the choir director. A Song. A Psalm. 


66 *: 


2 
3 


pees oy tally to God, all the 
Ps 81:1; 95:1; 98:4;.100:1 

Sing He glory of His name; 

Make His praise glorious. 

Say to God, “How awesome 
are Your works! 

Because of the greatness of 
Your power Your enemies 
will give feigned obedience 


to You. 
4 “All the earth will worship You, 


o 


op) 


ee] 


co 


Ke) 


10 


1] 


12 


And will sing praises to You; 
They will sing praises to Your 
name.” Selah. 


Come and see the works of 
God, 

Who is awesome in His deeds 
toward the sons of men. 

He turned the sea into dry 


and; 

They passed through the river 
on foot; 

There let us rejoice in Him! 

He rules by His might forever; 

His eyes keep watch on the 
nations; 

Let not the rebellious exalt 
themselves. Selah. 


Bless our God, O peoples, 
And ®sound His praise 
abroad, 
Who &keeps us in life 
And &8does not allow our feet 
to slip. Ps 30:3 ¢ Ps 121:3 
For You have &tried us, O God; 
You have refined us as silver 
is refined. Job 23:10; Ps 7:9; 17:3; 26:2 
You brought us into the net; 
You laid an oppressive burden 
upon our loins. La 1:13; Eze 12:13 
You made men Bride over our 
heads; 


Ps 98:4 


PSALM 66:13 


We went through fire and 
through water, 
Yet You brought us out into a 
place of abundance. _1s51:23 
13. I shall come into Your house 
with burnt offerings; 
I shall pay You my vows, 
14 Which my lips uttered 
And my mouth spoke when I 
was Xin distress. Ps 18:6 
15 I shall offer to You burnt 
offerings of fat beasts, 
With the smoke of rams; 
I shall make an offering of 
bulls with male goats. 
Selah. 


16 ®Come and hear, all who fear 


God, 
And I will tell of what He has 
done for my soul. Ps 34:11 
17 I cried to Him with my mouth, 
And He was &extolled with my 
tongue Ps 30:1 
18 IfI Fregard wickedness in my 


eart, 
The ay will not hear; 
19 But certainly 8God has heard; 
He has given heed to the voice 
of my prayer. Ps 18:6; 116:1, 2 
20 Blessed be God, 
Who &has not turned away my 


prayer 
Nor His lovingkindness from 
me. Ps 68:35 © Ps 22:24 


The Nations Exhorted to Praise 
God. 


For the choir director; with stringed 
instruments. A Psalm. A Song. 


6 God be gracious to us and 


bless us, 
And cause His face to shine 
upon us— Selah. 


2 That ®Your way may be 
known on the earth, 
Your salvation among all 
nations. Ps 98:2; Ac 18:25; Tit 2:11 
3 Let the peoples praise You, O 
God; 
Let all the peoples praise You. 
4 Let the nations be glad and 
sing for joy; 
For You will judge the peoples 
with uprightness 
And guide the nations on the 
earth. Selah. 
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5 Let the peoples praise You, O 


od; 
Let all the peoples praise You. 
6 The earth has yielded its 
produce; 
God, our God, blesses us. 
7 God blesses us, 
FThat all the ends of the earth 
may fear Him. 


The God of Sinai and of the 
Sanctuary. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 
A Song. 


6 8 TLet God arise, let His enemies 
be scattered, 
And let those who hate Him 
flee before Him. Or God shall 
2 As smoke is driven away, so 
drive them away; 
As wax melts before the fire, 
So let the wicked perish 
before God. Ps 37:20; Is 9:18; Ho 13:3 
3 But let the righteous be glad; 
let them exult before God; 
Yes, let them rejoice with 
gladness. Ps 32:11; 64:10; 97:12 
4 Sing to God, ®sing praises to 
His name; 
Lift up a song for Him who 
rides through the deserts, 
Whose name is the Lorp, and 
exult before Him. Ps 66:2 


5 A father of the fatherless and 

a judge "for the widows, 

Is God in His holy habitation. 

6 God 8makes a home for the 

lonely; 

He leads out the prisoners into 
prosperity, 

Only the rebellious dwell in a 
parched land. Ps 107:4-7; 113:9 


7 O God, when You went forth 
before Your people, 
When You marched through 
the wilderness, Selah. 
8 The earth quaked; 
The ®heavens also dropped 
rain at the presence of God; 
Sinai itself quaked at the 
presence of God, the God of 
Israel. Ju 5:4; Ps 18:9; Is 45:8 


66:16 Or revere 66:18 Or had regarded 67:7 Or 
And let all...earth fear Him | 3* 68:5-6 68:5 Lit of 
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9 You shed abroad a plentiful 
rain, O God; 


PSALM 68:31 


And to Gop the Lord belong 
escapes from death. ps 106:43 


You confirmed Your 21 Surely God will shatter the 
inheritance when it was head of His enemies, 
Tparched. Lit weary The hairy crown of him who 

10 Your creatures settled in it; goes on in his guilty deeds. 

You ®provided in Your 22 The Lord ‘said, “I will bring 
goodness for the poor, O them back from Bashan. 
God. © © Ps 65:9: 74:19: 78:20; 107:9 I ne ee tate from 

e the depths of the sea; or says 
11 The Lord gives the 23 That ®your foot may shatter 
Tcommand; h blood, 

The women whoproclaim the ‘The fonge of Your dogs may 

host: Lit word ¢ Ex 15:20; 1 Sa 18:6 See ice a ne dione (3 
12 “Kings of armies flee, they flee, 

And she who remains at home 24 They have seen ®Your 
will divide the spoil!” procession, O God, 

13 FWhen you lie down Famong The procession of my God, my 
the Fsheepfolds, King, Rinto the 

You are like the wings of a sanctuary. Ps 77:13 # Ps 63:2 
dove covered with silver, 25 The singers went on, the 

And its pinions with musicians after them, 
glistening gold. Ge 49:14; Ju5:16 In the midst of the maidens 

14 When the Almighty scattered beating tambourines. 
the kings there, 26 Bless God in the 
SERA Or Sr aR Eve theEDLO ean) who are of 
15 A mountain of God is the the fountain of Israel. 
mountain of Bashan; 27 There is Benjamin, the 

A mountain of many peaks is youngest, ruling them, _ 

the mountain of Bashan. The princes of Judah in their 
16 Why do you look with envy, O throng 
cpostaterns with many The princes of Parma, the 
peaks, princes of Naphtali Ju 5:18 
At the mountain which God a 
has desired for His abode? 28 Your aie Ae a 
R : your s : 
aan eT QRD wil cab 4 Show Yourself strong, O God, 
17 The chariots of God are who have acted on our 
Fmyriads thousands upon B behalf. FY te 29:1 eee t Is 26:12 
he 29 Because of Your temple a 
thousands; Jerusalem 

The Lord is among them as at Kings will bring gifts to You. 

pina, iy Holness. : 30 Rebuke the beasts in the 
18 You have ascended on high, habe 
ue imorainer : The herd of ®bulls with the 

You have received gifts among seen ie hint re 

men ; : 
: : pieces of silver; 
Even among the rebellious He has scattered the peoples 
dwell there. ia 31 Reece otaanot eyo 
ra 19 Blessed be the Lord, who [awe ra a doniste iti 
daily bears our burden, out her hands to God. Lit Cush 
ho is our 
EN catia Selah. 68:13 Lit If 68:13 Or cooking stones or saddle bags 
20 God is to us a 8God of 68:17 Lit twice ten thousand 4¥68:18-Lk 24:51 


deliverances; Y% 68:19 


PSALM 68:32 


32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of 
the earth, 
Sing praises to the Lord, 
Selah. 
33 To Him who ®rides upon the 
highest heavens, which are 
from ancient times; 
Behold, He speaks forth with 
His voice, a 8mighty 
VOICE. De 33:26; Ps 18:10; 104:3 ¢ Ps 29:4 
34 RAscribe strength to God; 
His majesty is over Israel 
And 8His strength is in the 
TgkieS. Ps 29:1 ¢ Ps 150:1 Lit clouds 
35 O God, You are awesome from 
Your sanctuary. 
The God of Israel Himself 
gives strength and power to 
the people. 


RBlessed be God! Ps 66:20;2 Co 1:3 


A Cry of Distress and. 
Imprecation on Adversaries. 


For the choir director; according to 
+Shoshannim. A Psalm of David. 


69 Save me, O God, 
For the waters have 
threatened my life. 
2 Ihave sunk in deep mire, and 
there is no foothold; 

I have come into deep waters, 
and a flood overflows me. 

3 Iam ®weary with my crying; 
my throat is parched; 

My eyes fail while I wait for 
my God. Ps 6:6 

4 Those 8who hate me without a 
cause are more than the 
hairs of my head; 

Those who would destroy me 
are powerful, being 
wrongfully my enemies; 

What I did not steal, I then 
have to restore. Ps 35:19; Jo 15:25 


We 5 O God, it is You who knows 
Rmy folly, 
And ®my wrongs are not 
hidden from YOu. Ps 38:5 « Ps 44:21 
6 May those who wait for You 
not §be ashamed through 
me, O Lord Gop of hosts; 
May those who seek You not 
be dishonored through me, 
O God of Israel, 2Sa 12:14 
7 Because ®for Your sake I have 
borne reproach; 
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RDishonor has covered my 

face. Je 15:15 © Ps 44:15; Is 50:6; Je 51:51 
8 Ihave become Restranged 
Tfrom my brothers 

And an alien to my mother’s 
SONS. Job 19:13-15; Ps 31:11; 38:11 ¢ Lit to 

For zeal for Your house has 
consumed me, 

And the reproaches of those 
who reproach You have 
fallen on me. _ Ps 119:139; Jo 2:17 

10 When I wept 8in my soul with 
fasting, 
It became my reproach. Ps 35:13 
11 When I made sackcloth my 
clothing, 
I became a byword to them. 
12 Those who Bsit in the gate talk 


about me, 
And I am the song of the 
drunkards. Ge 19:1; Ru 4:1 


13 But as for me, my prayer is to 
You, O Lorp, Rat an 
acceptable time; 

O God, in the ®greatness of 
Your lovingkindness, 

Answer me with Your saving 
truth. Ps 32:6; Is 49:8: 2 Co 6:2 « Ps 51:1 

14 Deliver me from the ®mire 
and do not let me sink; 

May I be 8delivered from my 
foes and from the deep 
waters. Ps 69:2 © Ps 144:7 ¢ Ps 69:2 

15 May the &flood of water not 
overflow me 

Nor the deep swallow me up, 

Nor the 8pit shut its mouth on 
Me. Ps 124:4,5 © Nu 16:33; Ps 28:1; 141:7 


16 Answer me, O Lorp, for Your 
lovingkindness is good; 
RAccording to the greatness of 
PON compassion, turn to 
Ps 63:3; 109:21 © Ps 51:1; 106:45 
igi And R40 not hide Your face 
from Your servant, 
For I am in distress; answer 
me quickly. Ps 27:9; 102:2; 143:7 
18 Oh draw near to my soul and 
Rredeem it; 
Ransom me because of my 
enemies! 2 Sa 4:9; Ps 26:11; 49:15 
19 You know my ®reproach and 
my shame and my 
dishonor; 


69:17+Or possibly Lilies 
Y 69:14-18 


% 69:5  ¥69:9-Jo 2:17 
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All my adversaries are before 
You. Ps 22:6; 31:11 


20 Reproach has broken my 
heart and Iam so sick. 

And ®] looked for sympathy, 
but there was none, 

And for comforters, but I 
found none. Je 23:9 « Ps 142:4; Is 63:5 

+ 21 They also gave me F®gall for 
my food 

And for my thirst they gave 
me vinegar to drink. De 29:18 


22 May their table before them 
become a snare; 

And 8when they are in peace, 
may it become atrap. 175:3 

23 May their Reyes grow dim so 
that they cannot see, 

And make their loins shake 
continually. Is 6:10 © Da 5:6 

24 Pour out Your indignation on 
them, 

And may Your burning anger 
overtake them. 

25 May their camp be desolate; 

May none dwell in their tents. 

26 For they have ®persecuted him 
whom ® You Yourself have 
smitten, 

And they tell of the pain of 
those whom You have 
wounded. 20¢h28:9; Ze 1:15 « Is 53:4 

27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, 

And may they not come into 

RYour righteousness. Ps 103:17 
28 May they be ®blotted out of 
the book of life 

And may they not be 
recorded with the 
righteous. Ex 32:32, 33; Re 3:5 


29 But I am afflicted and in pain; 
May Your salvation, O God, set 
me securely on high. 
vA 30 I will 8praise the name of 


God withsong 
And 8magnify Him with 
thanksgiving. Ps 28:7 Ps 34:3 


31 And it will 3please the Lorp 
better than an ox 
Or a young bull with horns 
and hoofs. Ps 50:13, 14; 51:16 
32 The ®humble have seen it 
and are glad; 
You who seek God, ®let your 
heart revive. Ps 34:2 ¢ Ps 22:26 
33 For ®the Lorp hears the needy 


PSALM 71:2 


And "does not despise His who 
are prisoners. | Ps 12:5 «Ps 68:6 


34 Let heaven and earth praise 


im, 
The seas and Reverything that 
moves in them. Is 55:12 
35 For God will ®save Zion and 
build the cities of Judah, 
That they may dwell there and 
Rpossess it. Ps 46:5; 51:18 * Ob 17 
36 The 8descendants of His 
servants will inherit it, 
And those who love His name 
will dwell init. — Ps 25:13; 102:28 


Prayer for Help against 
Persecutors. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David; 
for a memorial. 


7 O God, hasten to deliver me; 
O Lorp, hasten to my help! 
2 Let those be ashamed and 
humiliated 
Who seek my life; 
Let those be turned back and 
dishonored 
Who delight in my hurt. 
3 RLet those be ‘turned back 
because of their shame 
Who say, “Aha, aha!” 


4 Let all who seek You rejoice 
and be glad in You; 
And let those who love Your 
salvation say continually, 
“Let God be magnified.” 

5 But 8] am afflicted and needy; 
Hasten to me, O God! 
You are my help and my 

deliverer; 
O Lorp, do not delay. 


Ps 40:15 


Ps 40:17 


Prayer of an Old Man for 
Deliverance. 
qi; 1 prea O Lorp, I have 
wr taken refuge; 
Let me never be ashamed. 
2 In Your righteousness deliver 
me and rescue me; 
RIncline Your ear to me and 
save me. Ps 31:1 © Ps 17:6 


69:19 Or known to You %69:21-Ma 27:34,48 
69:21 Or poison %%~ 69:30 %% 69:32-36 
=? 


PSALM 71:3 


3 Beto mea rock of habitation 
to which I may continually 
come; 

You have given 
commandment to save me, 

For You are ®my rock and my 
fortress. Ps 31:2, 3 © Ps 18:2 

4 RRescue me, O my God, out of 

the hand of the wicked, 
Out of the *grasp of the 
wi coe dl and ruthless 
Ps 140:1, 4 ¢ Lit palm 
Berit 5 Forvou are my hope; 
O Lord Gop, You are my 
confidence from my 
youth. 

6 By You I have been &sustained 
from my birth; 

You are He who ®took me 
from my mother’s womb; 

My praise is continually of 
You. Ps 22:10; Is 46:3 * Job 10:18; Ps 22:9 


7 Ihave become a marvel to 
many, 
For You are my strong refuge. 
8 My Rmouth is filled with Your 


praise 
And with ® Your glory all day 
long. Ps 35:28; 63:5 © Ps 96:6; 104:1 
9 Do not cast me off in the ®time 
of old age; 
Do not forsake me when my 
strength fails. Ps 71:18; 92:14; Is 46:4 
10 For my enemies have spoken 
Tagainst me; 
And those who Rwatch for 
my life have consulted 
together, Lit with reference to * Ps 56:6 
11 Saying, “God has forsaken 
him; 
Pursue and seize him, for 
there is no one to deliver.” 


wee 12 O God, do not be far from 
me; 
O my God, hasten to my help! 
13. Let those who are adversaries 
of my soul be ashamed and 
consumed; 
Let them be ®covered with 
reproach and dishonor, who 
seek to injure me. Ps 109:29 
14 But as for me, I will Shope 
continually, 
And will §praise You yet more 
and more. Ps 130:7 © Ps 71:8 
me 15 My ®mouth shall tell of Your 
righteousness 
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And of ®Your salvation all day 


long; 

For I }do not know the sum of 
them. Ps 35:28 © Ps 96:2 © Ps 40:5 

16 I will come with the mighty 

deeds of the Lord Gop; 

I will make mention of Your 
righteousness, Yours 
alone. 


17 O God, You ®have taught me 
from my youth, 
And I still declare Your 
wondrous deeds. De 4:5; 6:7 
18 And even when I am 8old and 
gray, O God, do not forsake 


me, 
Until I §declare Your ‘strength 
to this generation, 
Your power to all who are to 
Come. Ps 71:9 ¢ Ps 22:31; 78:4, 6 ¢ Lit arm 
19 ‘For Your righteousness, O 
God, reaches to the 
heavens, 
se who have done great 
thin 
O God, yis is like You? or And 
20 You who have ®shown fme 
many troubles and 
distresses 
Will revive ‘me again, 
And will bring ‘me up again 
Rfrom the depths of the 


earth. Ps 60:3 ¢ Ps 86:13 
21 May You increase my 
Rereatness 


And turn to comfort me. ps 18:35 
yw 22 is ca also praise You with a 


Eye Your truth, O my God; 
To You I will sing praises with 
the lyre, 
O Holy One of Israel. 
23 My lips will 8shout for joy 
when I sing praises to 
You; 
And my soul, which You have 
redeemed. Ps 5:11; 32:11; 132:9, 16 
24 My ®tongue also will utter 
Your righteousness all day 
long; 
For they are ashamed, for 
they are humiliated who 
seek my hurt. Ps 35:28 ps 71:13 


7 75-8 3% 71:12 ¥4°71:15-18 
71:20 Another reading is us 2% 71:22-24 
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The Reign of the Righteous King. 
A Psalm of Solomon. 


7 Give the king ®Your 
judgments, O God, 
And Your righteousness to the 
king’s son. 1 Ki 3:9; 1 Ch 22:13 
2 May he 8judge Your people 
with righteousness 
And F®Your afflicted with 
justice. Is 9:7; 11:2-5; 32:1 © Ps 82:3 
VA 3 Let the mountains bring 
Tpeace to the people, 
And the hills, in 


righteousness. Or prosperity 
4 May he ®vindicate the afflicted 
of the people, 


Save the children of the needy 
And crush the oppressor. 1s 11:4 


5 Let them fear You while the 
sun endures, 
And as long as the moon, 
throughout all generations. 
6 May he come down 8&like rain 
upon the mown grass, 
Like 8showers that water the 
earth. De 32:2: 2 Sa 23:4; Ho 6:3 « Ps 65:10 
7 In his days may the righteous 
flourish, 
And ®abundance of peace till 
the moon is no more. Is 2:4 


8 May he also rule ®from sea to 
sea 
And from the River to the ends 
of the earth. Ex 23:31; Ze 9:10 
9 Let the nomads of the desert 
Rbow before him, 
And his enemies lick the 
dust. Ps 74:14; Is 23:13 » Ps 22:29 
10 Let the kings of Tarshish and 
of the islands bring 
presents; 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
Roffer gifts. Ps 45:12; 68:29 
11 And let all kings bow down 
before him, 
All 8nations serve him. Ps 86:9 
12 For he will deliver the needy 
when he cries for help, 
The ‘afflicted also, and him 
who has no helper. or humble 
13 He will have Scompassion on 
the poor and needy, 
And the ‘lives of the needy he 
will save. Pr 19:17; 28:8 © Lit souls 
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14 He will 8rescue their life from 
oppression and violence, 
And their blood will be 
precious in his sight; _ ps69:18 
15 So may he live, and may the 
nod of Sheba be given to 


And ‘Tet Tthem pray for him 
continually; 

Let ‘them bless him all day 
long. Is 60:6 © Lit hime Lit him 


16 May there be abundance of 
grain in the earth on top of 
the mountains; 

Its fruit will wave like the 
cedars of }Lebanon; 

And may those from the city 
flourish like 8vegetation of 


the earth. Ps 104:16 © Job 5:25 
17 May his name endure 
forever; 


May his name increase as 
long as the sun shines; 

And let men bless themselves 
by him; 

RLet all nations call him 
blessed. — Ex 3:15; Ps 135:13 ¢ Lk 1:48 


18 Blessed be the Lorp God, the 
God of Israel, 
Who alone works wonders. 
19 And blessed be His ®glorious 
name forever; 
And may the whole earth be 
filled with His glory. 
Amen, and Amen.  Ne9:5; Ps 96:8 


20 The prayers of David the son 
of Jesse are ended. 


BOOK 3 


The End of the Wicked 
Contrasted with That of the 
Righteous. 


A Psalm of Asaph. 


7 3 Surely God is ®good to Israel, 
To those who are ®pure in 
heart! Ps 86:5 ¢ Ps 24:4; 51:10; Ma 5:8 
2 But as for me, my feet came 
close to stumbling, 
My steps had almost slipped. 
3 For I was Renvious of the 
Tarrogant 


72:2 Or Your humble 3% 72:3-9 


PSALM 73:4 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


i 


18 


As I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked. Ps 37:1; Pr 23:17 « Or boasters 

For there are no pains in their 
death, 

And their "body is fat. or beity 

They are 8not in trouble as 
other men 

Nor are they Rplagued like 
mankind. Job 21:9; Ps 73:12 « Ps 73:14 

Therefore pride is ®their 
necklace; 

The garment of violence 
covers them. Ge 41:42; Pr 1:9 

Their eye ‘bulges from 
fatness; 

The imaginations of their 
heart run riot. Lit goes forth 

They mock and wickedly 
speak of oppression; 

They speak from on high. Ps 1:1 

They have 8set their mouth 
Tagainst the heavens, 

And their tongue parades 
through the earth. Re 13:6 ¢ Orin 


Therefore ‘his people return 
to this place, 

And waters of abundance are 
drunk by them.  orHis« Ps 23:5 

They say, “RHow does God 
know? 

And is there knowledge with 
the Most High?” Job 22:13 « Lit in 

Behold, these are the wicked; 

And always at ease, they have 
increased in wealth. 

Surely ®in vain I have kept my 
heart pure 

And washed my hands in 
innocence; Job 21:15; 34:9; 35:3 

For I have been stricken Rall 
day long 

And 8chastened every 
MOINING. Ps 38:6 « Job 33:19; Ps 118:18 


If I had said, “I will speak 
thus,” 

Behold, I would have betrayed 
the ®generation of Your 
children. 

When I ®pondered to 
understand this, 

It was troublesome in my 
sight Ec 8:17 ¢ Lit labor, trouble 

Until I came into the 
sanctuary of God; 

Then I perceived their end. 

Surely You set them in 
Rslippery places; 


Ps 14:5 
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You cast them down to 
Rdestruction. Ps 35:6 « Ps 35:8; 36:12 
19 How they are destroyed in a 
moment! 
They are utterly swept away 
by ®sudden terrors! Job 18:11 
20 Like a dream when one awakes, 
O Lord, when aroused, You 
will despise their form. 


21 When my heart was 
embittered 
And I was pierced within, 
22 Then I was 8senseless and 
ignorant; 
I was like 'a beast before 


You. Ps 49:10; 92:6 © Or an animal 
23 Nevertheless I am 
continually with You; 
You have taken hold of my 
right hand. Ps 16:8 
24 With Your counsel You will 
Reuide me, 


And afterward receive me to 
glory. Ps 32:8; 48:14; Is 58:11 


25 RWhom have I in heaven but 
You? 
And besides You, I desire 
nothing on earth. Ps 16:2; Pn 3:8 
26 My ®flesh and my heart may 


ail, 

But God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion 
forever. Ps 38:10; 40:12; 84:2; 119:81 

27 For, behold, those who are far 
from You will perish; 

You have destroyed all those 
who are unfaithful to You. 

28 But as for me, 8the nearness 
of God is my good; 

I have made the Lord Gop my 
refuge, 

That I may tell of all Your 
WOrks. Ps 65:4; He 10:22; Jam 4:8 


An Appeal against the 
Devastation of the Land by the 
Enemy. 


A +Maskil of Asaph. 


7 4 O God, why have You rejected 
us forever? 
Why does Your anger smoke 
against the sheep of Your 
pasture? Ps 79:13; 95:7; 100:3 


Y 73:22-26 % 73:28 74:1+Possibly, 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 


10 


11 


12 


13 
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Remember Your congregation, 
which You have purchased 
of old, 

Which You have redeemed to 
be the tribe of Your 
inheritance; 

And this Mount Zion, where 
You have dwelt. kx 15:16; De 32:6 

TTurn Your footsteps toward 
the 8perpetual ruins; 

The enemy 8has damaged 
everything within the 
Sanctuary. Lit Lift up « Is 61:4 « Ps 79:1 

Your adversaries have roared 
in the midst of Your meeting 
place; 

They have set up their own 
standards for signs. La 2:7 

It seems as if one had lifted up 

His axe in a forest of trees. 

And now all its §carved work 

They smash with hatchet and 
hammers. 1 Ki 6:18, 29, 32, 35 

They have ®burned Your 
sanctuary to the ground; 

They have ®defiled the 
dwelling place of Your 
name. 2 Ki 25:9 « Ps 89:39; La 2:2 

They &said in their heart, “Let 
amie ‘completely subdue 
t 

They have burned all the 
meeting places of God in 
the land. Ps 83:4 © Lit altogether 

We do not see our &signs; 

There is no longer any 
prophet, 

Nor is there any among us 
who knows how long. Ps 78:43 

How long, O God, will the 
adversary ®revile, 

And the enemy spurn Your 
name forever? Ps 44:16; 79:12; 89:51 

Why &do You withdraw Your 
hand, even Your right hand? 

From within Your bosom, 
Rdestroy them! — 1a2:3¢ Ps 59:13 


Yet io is kmy king from of 
old, 

Who works deeds of 
deliverance in the midst of 
the earth. Ps 44:4 

FYou Rdivided the sea by Your 
strength; 

You ®broke the heads of 
the sea monsters in the 
waters. Ex 14:21; Ps 78:13 Is 51:9 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 
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You crushed the heads of 
Leviathan; 

You gave him as food for the 
Tcreatures Rof the 
wilderness. Lit people ¢ Ps 72:9 

TYou broke open springs and 
torrents; 

You dried up ever-flowing 
streams. Or You Yourself 

Yours is the day, Yours also is 
the night; 

You have prepared the "light 
and the sun. Or luminary 

You have Restablished all the 
boundaries of the earth; 

You have made summer and 
winter. De 32:8; Ac 17:26 


Remember this, O Lorp, that 
the enemy has £reviled, 

And a foolish people has 
spurned Your name. Ps 74:10 

Do not deliver the soul of Your 
Rturtledove to the wild 
beast; 

Do not forget the life of Your 
afflicted forever. Song 2:14 

Consider the covenant; 

For the dark places of the land 
are full of the habitations of 
violence. 

Let not the 8oppressed return 
dishonored; 

Let the afflicted and needy 
praise Your name. Ps 103:6 


Arise, O God, and ®plead Your 
own cause; 

Remember how the foolish 
man reproaches You all day 
ONG. _ Ps 43:1; Is 3:13; 43:26; Eze 20:35 

Do not forget the voice of Your 
Radversaries, 

The ®uproar of those who rise 
against You which ascends 
continually. Ps 74:10 © Ps 65:7 


God Abases the Proud, but Exalts 
the Righteous. 


For the choir director; set to } Al-tashheth. 


A Psalm of Asaph, a Song. 


7 5% We ®give thanks to You, O 


God, we give thanks, 
For Your name is Rnear: 
Men declare Your wondrous 
works. Ps 79:13 ¢ Ps 145:18 


74:13 Or You Yourself 75:1;Lit Do Not Destroy 


PSALM 75:2 


2 “When I select an appointed 
time, 
It is | who judge with equity. 
3 “The earth and all who dwell in 
it Fmelt; 
It is I who have firmly set its 
pillars. Selah. 
4 “I said to the boastful, ‘Do not 
boast,’ 
And to the wicked, ‘8Do not 
lift up the horn; Ze 1:21 
5 Do not lift up your horn on 
high, 
RDo not speak with insolent 
Tpride.’” —1Sa 2:3; Ps 94:4 « Lit neck 


6 For not from the east, nor 
from the west, 
Nor from the 8desert comes 
exaltation; Ps 3:3 
7 But God is the Judge; 
He 8puts down one and exalts 
another. 1 Sa 2:7; Ps 147:6; Da 2:21 
8 For acup is in the hand of the 
Lorp, and the wine foams; 
It is Swell mixed, and He 
pours out of this; 
Surely all the wicked of the 
earth must drain and ®drink 
down its dregs. — pr 23:30 Ob 16 


9 But as for me, I will declare it 


forever; 
I will sing praises to the God 
of Jacob. Ps 22:22; 40:10 


10 And all the horns of the 
wicked He will cut off, 
But the horns of the righteous 
will be lifted up. 


The Victorious Power of the God 
of Jacob. 


For the choir director; on stringed 
instruments. A Psalm of Asaph, a Song. 


7 God is known in Judah; 
His name is great in Israel. 
2 His ®tabernacle is in 8Salem; 
His Gieine place also is in 
Ps 27:5; La 2:6 © Ge 14:18 
3 There He broke the flaming 
arrows, 
The shield and the sword and 
the weapons of war. 
Selah. 


4 You are resplendent, 
More majestic than the 
mountains of prey. 
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5 The stouthearted were 
plundered, 
They sank into sleep; 
And none of the warriors 
could use his hands. 
6 AtYour rebuke, O God of 
Jacob, 
Both rider and horse were 
cast into a dead sleep. Ps 80:16 
7 You, even You, are ®to be 
feared; 
And who may stand in Your 
presence when once You are 
angry? 1 Ch 16:25; Ps 89:7; 96:4 


8 You caused judgment to be 
heard from heaven; 
The earth feared and was still 
9 When God arose to judgment, 
To save all the humble of the 


earth. Selah. 
10 For the 8wrath of man shall 
praise You; 


With a remnant of wrath You 
will gird Yourself. Ex 9:16; Ro 9:17 


11 Make vows to the Lorp your 
God and fulfill them; 
Let all who are around Him 
bring gifts to Him who is to 
be feared. Ec 5:4-6 e Ps 50:14 
12 He will cee off the spirit of 
prince 
He is feared by the kings of 
the earth. Ps 47:2 


Comfort in Trouble from 
Recalling God’s Mighty Deeds. 


For the choir director; taccording to 


Jeduthun. A Psalm of Asaph. 
see) My voice rises to God, and 
I will 8cry aloud; 

My voice rises to God, and He 

will hear me. Ps 3:4; 142:1 
2 In the ®day of my trouble I 

sought the Lord; 

In the night my hand was 
stretched out 'without 


weariness; 
My soul ®refused to be 
comforted. Ps 50:15; 86:7 * Ge 37:35 


yw 3 When I remember God, then I 
am disturbed; 
When I sigh, then my spirit 
grows faint. Selah. 


75:3 Or totter 77:141Ch 16:41 %* 77:1 77:2 Lit 
and did not grownumb 3 77:3 
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4 You have held my eyelids 


open; 
I am so troubled that I cannot 
speak. Ps 39:9 
5 ik ey considered the days of 
old, 
The years of long ago. 
Za 6 I will remember my &song in 
the night; 
I will meditate with my heart, 
And my spirit ponders: ps 42:8 


7 Will the Lord reject forever? 
And will He 8never be 
avorable again? 
8 Has His ®lovingkindness 
ceased forever? 
Has His §promise come to an 
end forever? Ps 89:49 © 2 Pe 3:9 
9 Has God forgotten to be 
gracious, 
Or has He in anger withdrawn 
His compassion? Selah. 
10 Then I said, “It is my grief, 
That the right hand of the 
Most High has changed.” 


11 I shall remember the deeds of 
the Lorp; 
Surely I will remember Your 
wonders of old. Ps 105:5; 143:5 
12 I will meditate on all Your 
work 
And muse on Your deeds. Ps 145:5 
13 Your way, O God, is ®holy; 
What god is great like our 


Ps 44:9 


God? Ps 63:2; 73:17 
14 You are the 8God who works 
wonders; 


You have Rmade known Your 
strength among the 
peoples. Ps 72:18 © Ps 106:8 

15 You have by Your power 
redeemed Your people, 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

Selah. 


16 The waters saw You, O God; 

The waters saw You, they were 
in anguish; 
The deeps also trembled. 

17 The ®clouds poured out water; 
The skies ®gave forth a sound; 
Your arrows flashed here and 

there. Ju 5:4 © Ps 68:33 ¢ Ps 18:14 
18 The 8sound of Your thunder 
was in the whirlwind; 
The 8lightnings lit up the 
world; 


PSALM 78:8 


The earth trembled and 
shook. Ps 18:13: 104:7 © Ps 97:4 
19 Your way was in the sea 
And Your paths in the mighty 


waters, 
And Your footprints may not 
be known. Is 51:10; Hab 3:15 


20 You led Your people like a flock 
By the hand of Moses and 
Aaron. Ex 6:26; Ps 105:26 


God’s Guidance of His People in 
Spite of Their Unfaithfulness. 


A }Maskil of Asaph. 


ccd | $S sten, O my people, to 
my instruction; 
Incline your ears to the words 
of my mouth. Is 51:4 
2 I will 8open my mouth ina 
parable; 
I will utter dark sayings of 
old, Ps 49:4; Ma 13:35 © Pr 1:6 
3 Which we have heard and 
known, 
And our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not conceal them from 
their children, 
But tell to the generation to 
come the praises of the Lorb, 
And His strength and His 
wondrous works that He 
has done. Ex 13:8, 14; Ps 22:30 


5 For He established a 
testimony in Jacob 
And appointed a ®law in 
Israel, 
Which He commanded our 
fathers 
That they should teach them 
to their children, Ps 147:19 
6 That the generation to come 
might know, even the 
children yet to be born, 
That they may arise and tell 
them to their children, 
7 That they should put their 
confidence in God 
And ®not forget the works of 
God, 
But keep His 
commandments, De 4:9; 6:12; 8:14 
8 And not be like their fathers, 


YY 77:6 % 77:10-14 78:1+Possibly, 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 
% 78:1-8 


PSALM 78:9 


9 


19 


A stubborn and rebellious 
generation, 

A generation that did not 
Forepare its heart 

And whose spirit was not 
Rfaithful to God. Ps 51:10 


The sons of Ephraim 'were 
Rarchers equipped with 
bows, 

Yet they turned back in the 
day of battle. or being « 1 Ch 12:2 

They 8did not keep the 
covenant of God 

And refused to walk in His 
law; Ju 2:20; 1 Ki 11:11; 2 Ki 17:15; 18:12 

They ®forgot His deeds 

And His miracles that He had 
shown them. Ps 106:13 

RHe wrought wonders before 
their fathers 

In the land of Egypt, in the 
field of Zoan. Ex chs 7-12; Ps 106:22 

He divided the sea and caused 
them to pass through, 

And He made the waters 
stand up like a heap. 

Then He led them with the 
cloud by ®&day 

And all the night with a ®light 
of fire. — Ex 13:21; Ps 105:39 * Ex 14:24 

He split the rocks in the 
wilderness 

And gave them abundant 
drink like the ocean depths. 

He ®brought forth streams 
also from the rock 

And caused waters to run 
down like rivers. Nu 20:8, 10, 11 


Yet they still continued to sin 
against Him, 

To rebel against the Most 
High in the desert. 

And in their heart they put 
God to the test 

By asking ®food according to 
their desire. Nu 11:4 

meek Bey spoke against 


od, 
They said, “Can God prepare a 
table in the wilderness? 


20 “Behold, He ®struck the rock so 


that waters gushed out, 

And streams were 
overflowing; 

Can He give bread also? 

Will He provide meat for His 
people?” Nu 20:11; Ps 78:15, 16 
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21 


22 


23 


24 


29 


26 


2, 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


Therefore the Lorp heard and 
was full of wrath; 
And a fire was kindled against 
Jacob 

And anger also mounted 
against Israel, Nu 11:1 

Because they ®did not believe 
in God 

And did not trust in His 
salvation. De 1:32; 9:23; He 3:18 

Yet He commanded the clouds 
above 

And 8opened the doors of 
heaven; Ge 7:11; Mal 3:10 

He rained down manna upon 
them to eat 

And gave them &food from 


heaven. Ex 16:4 ¢ Ps 105:40; Jo 6:31 
Man did eat the bread of 
Tangels; 


He sent them food "in 
abundance. Lit mighty ones Ex 16:3 

He caused the east wind to 
blow in the heavens 

And by His power He directed 
the south wind. 

When He rained ™meat upon 
them like the dust, 

Even winged fowl like the 
sand of the seas, Lit flesh 

Then He let them fall in the 
midst of their camp, 

Round about their 
dwellings. 

So they ate and were well 
filled, 

And their desire He gave to 
them. Nu 11:19, 20 

Before they had satisfied their 
desire, 

RWhile their food was in their 

ouths, Nu 11:33 

The Ranger of God rose 
against them 

And killed some of their 
stoutest ones, 

And subdued the choice men 
of Israel. Nu 11:33, 34; Job 20:23 

In spite of all this they &still 
sinned 

And &did not believe in His 
wonderful works. Nu chs 14, 16, 17 

So He brought 8their days to 
an end in futility 

And their years in sudden 
terror. Nu 14:29, 35 


78:8 Or put right 


34 


35 


36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 
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When He killed them, then 
they sought Him, 

And returned and searched 
Rdiligently for God; Ps 63:1 

And they remembered that 
God was their ®rock, 

And the Most High God their 
Redeemer. De 32:4 

But they deceived Him with 
their mouth 

And lied to Him with their 
tongue. Ex 24:7, 8; Eze 33:31 

For their heart was not 
Rsteadfast toward Him, 

Nor were they faithful in His 
covenant. Ps 51:10; 78:8; Ac 8:21 

But He, being compassionate, 
Rforgave their iniquity and 
did not destroy them; 

And often He ®restrained His 


anger 
And did not arouse all His 
wrath. Ex 34:6 ¢ Nu 14:18-20 ¢ Is 48:9 


Thus 8He remembered that 
they were but flesh, 

A wind that passes and does 
not return. Job 10:9; Ps 103:14 * Ge 6:3 


How often they rebelled 
against Him in the 
wilderness 

And grieved Him in the 
Rdesert! 

Again and again they 
FRtempted God, 

And pained the 8Holy One of 
Israel. Nu 14:22 » 2 Ki 19:22; Ps 89:18 

They did not remember His 
power, 

The day when He redeemed 
them from the adversary, 

When He performed His 
Rsigns in Egypt 

And His ®marvels in the field 
of Zoan, Ps 105:27 © Ex 4:21; 7:3 

And ®turned their rivers to 
blood, 

And their streams, they could 
not drink. Ex 7:20; Ps 105:29 

He sent among them swarms 
of ®flies which devoured 


Ps 106:14 


them, 

And frogs which destroyed 
them. Ex 8:24; Ps 105:31 

He gave also their crops to the 
Rgrasshopper 

And the product of their labor 
to the locust. 1 Ki 8:37; Ps 105:34 


47 


48 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 
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56 


57 


58 
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He destroyed their vines with 
Rhailstones 

And their sycamore trees with 
frost. Ex 9:23-25; Ps 105:32 

He gave over their 8cattle also 
to the hailstones 

And their herds to bolts of 
lightning. Ex 9:19 

He sent upon them His 
burning anger, 

Fury and indignation and 
trouble, 

A band of destroying angels. 

He leveled a path for His 
anger; 

He did not spare their soul 
from death, 

me Rgave over their life to the 

ague, Ex 12:29, 30 

And smote all the firstborn in 
Egypt 

The "first issue of their virility 
in the tents of Ham. Ge 49:3 

But He led forth His own 
people like sheep 

And guided them in the 
wilderness like a flock; 

He led them safely, so that 
they did not fear; 

But ®the sea engulfed their 
enemies. Ex 14:27, 28; Ps 106:11 


So He brought them to His 
holy land, 

To this hill country which His 
right hand had gained. 

He also drove out the nations 
before them 

And apportioned them for an 
inheritance by 
measurement, 

And made the tribes of Israel 
dwell in their tents. 

Yet they ‘tempted and 
Rrebelled against the Most 


High God : 
And did not keep His 
testimonies, Ju 2;11-13; Ps 78:40 


But turned back and ®acted 
treacherously like their 
fathers; 

They turned aside like a 
treacherous bow. — Eze 20:27, 28 

For they provoked Him with 
their high places 


78:41 Or put God to the test 78:56 Or put to the 


test 


PSALM 78:59 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


66 


67 


68 
69 


70 


71 
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And aroused His jealousy 
with their graven 
images. 

When God heard, He was 
filled with wrath 

And greatly abhorred Israel; 

So that He abandoned the 
Rdwelling place at Shiloh, 

The tent which He had pitched 
among men, Jos 18:1 

And gave up His ®strength to 
captivity 

And His glory into the hand of 
the adversary. Ps 63:2; 132:8 

He also 8delivered His people 
to the sword, 

And was filled with wrath at 
His inheritance. Ju 20:21; 1 Sa 4:10 

Fire devoured THis young 
men, 

And His virgins had no 
wedding songs. Or their 

His ®priests fell by the sword, 

And His widows could not 
WEED. 1 Sa 4:17; 22:18 


65 Then the Lord 8awoke as if 


from sleep, 
Like a 8warrior overcome by 
wine. Ps 44:23; 73:20 © Is 42:13 
He ®drove His adversaries 
backward; 
He put on them an everlasting 
reproach. 1Sa 5:6 
He also ®rejected the tent of 


oseph, 

And did not choose the tribe 
of Ephraim, Ps 78:60 

But chose the tribe of Judah, 

Mount Zion which He loved. 

And He ®built His sanctuary 
like the heights, 

Like the earth which He has 
founded forever. 1 Ki 6:1-38 

He also ®chose David His 
servant 

And took him from the 
sheepfolds; 1 Sa 16:11, 12 

From the care of the ewes 
with suckling lambs He 
brought him 

To shepherd Jacob His people, 

And Israel His inheritance. 

So he shepherded them 
according to the integrity 
of his heart, 

And guided them with his 


skillful hands. 1 Ki9:4 
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A Lament over the Destruction 
o ale and Prayer for 
elp. 


7 


A Psalm of Asaph. 


O God, the ®nations have 
. invaded ®Your inheritance; 
They have defiled Your ®holy 


temple; ; 
They have laid Jerusalem in 
ruins. La 1:10 © Ps 74:2 © Ps 74:3, 7 

2 They have given the dead 
bodies of Your servants for 
food to the birds of the 
heavens, 

The flesh of Your godly ones to 
the beasts of the earth. 

3 They have poured out their 
blood like water round 
about Jerusalem; 

And there was 8no one to bury 
them. Je 14:16; 16:4 

4 We have become a reproach to 
our neighbors, 

A scoffing and derision to 
those around us. 

5 RHow long, O Lorp? Will You 
be angry forever? 

Will Your jealousy burn like 
fire? Ps 13:1: 74:1, 9, 10; 85:5; 89:46 

6 Pour out Your wrath upon the 

nations which ®do not know 


Ou, 

And upon the kingdoms 
which do not call upon Your 
Name. 17h 4:5;2Th 1:8 ¢ Ps 14:4; 53:4 

7 For they have devoured Jacob 

And 8laid waste his 

habitation. 2 Ch 36:19; Je 39:8 


8 Do not remember the 
iniquities of our forefathers 
against us; 

Let Your compassion come 
quickly to meet us, 

For we are brought very low. 

9 RHelp us, O God of our 
salvation, for the glory of 
RYour name; 

And deliver us and forgive 
our sins for Your name’s 
sake. 2 Ch 14:11 ¢ Ps 31:3¢ Je 14:7 

10 Why should the nations say, 
“Where is their God?” 

Let there be known among the 

nations in our sight, 


Y 78:65-72 


651 


RVengeance for the blood of 
Your servants which has 
been shed. Ps 42:10; 115:2 » Ps 94:1, 2 
11 Let ®the groaning of the 
prisoner come before You; 
According to the greatness of 
Your ‘power preserve 
those who are }doomed to 
die. Ps 102:20 Lit arm e Ps 102:20 
12 And return to our neighbors 
sevenfold into their bosom 
The ®reproach with which 
they have reproached You, 
Lord. Ps 74:10, 18, 22 
13. So we Your people and the 
Rsheep of Your pasture 
Will give thanks to You 
forever; 
To all generations we will tell 
of Your praise. Ps 74:1; 95:7; 100:3 


God Implored to Rescue His 
People from Their Calamities. 


For the choir director; set to TE] Shoshannim; 


*Eduth. A Psalm of Asaph. 


Oh, give ear, SShepherd of 
Israel, 
You who lead ®Joseph like a 
flock; 
You who are enthroned 
above the cherubim, shine 
forth! Ps 23:1 « Ps 77:15; 78:67; Am 5:15 
2 Before 8Ephraim and 
Benjamin and Manasseh, 
stir up Your power 
And come to save us! 
3 O God, restore us 
And ®cause Your face to shine 
upon us, and we will be 
saved. Nu 6:25; Ps 4:6; 31:16 


4 O8Lorp God of hosts, 

RHow long will You be angry 
with the prayer of Your 
people? Ps 59:5; 84:8 « Ps 79:5; 85:5 

5 You have fed them with the 
Rpread of tears, 

And You have made them to 
drink tears in large 
measure. Ps 42:3; 102:9; Is 30:20 

6 You make us fan object of 
contention ®to our 
neighbors, 

And our enemies laugh 
among themselves. Ps 44:13; 79:4 

7 O God of hosts, restore us. 

And cause Your face to shine 


Nu 2:18-24 


10 


1a 


12 


15 


14 


15 


16 


We 


18 


19 


80:17 Possibly, to the Lilies 


PSALM 80:19 


upon us, Fand we mill be 
saved. 


You removed a vine thon 


Egypt; 
You drove out the ™nations 
and planted it. Or Gentiles 


eH cleared the ground before 


And it 8took deep root and 
filled the land. Ho 14:5 

The mountains were covered 
with its shadow, 

And the cedars of God with its 
Rpoughs. Ge 49:22 

It was sending out its 
branches to the sea 

And its shoots to the River. 

Why have You ®broken down 
its hedges, 

So that all who pass that way 
pick its fruit? Ps 89:40; Is 5:5 

A boar from the forest eats it 
away 

And whatever moves in the 
field feeds on it. Je 5:6 


O God of hosts, 8turn again 
now, we beseech You; 

RLook down from heaven and 
see, and take care of this 
vine, Ps 90:13 © Ps 102:19: Is 63:15 

Even the 8shoot which Your 
right hand has planted, 

And on the son whom You 
have strengthened for 
Yourself. Ps 80:8 

It is burned with fire, it is cut 


down; 

They perish at the rebuke of 
Your countenance. 

Let ®Your hand be upon 
the man of Your right 
hand, 

Upon the son of man whom 
You made strong for 
Yourself. Ps 89:21 © Ps 80:15 

Then we shall not 8turn back 
from You; 

RRevive us, and we will call 
upon Your name. Is 50:5 « Ps 71:20 

O Lorp God of hosts, restore 
US; 

Cause Your face to shine 
upon us, and we will be 
saved. 


“Lit A testimony 


80:6 Lit a strife to 80:7 Or that we may 


PSALM 81:1 


God’s Goodness and Israel’s 
Waywardness. 


For the choir director; fon the Gittith. 
A Psalm of Asaph. 


8 | for joy to God our 
yw Rstrength; 
Shout joyfully to the God of 
Jacob. — Ps 51:14; 59:16; 95:1 « Ps 46:1 
2 Raise a song, strike ®the 
timbrel, 
The sweet sounding lyre with 
the harp. Ex 15:20; Ps 149:3 
3 Blow the trumpet at the new 
moon, 
At the full moon, on our feast 
day Nu 10:10 ¢ Le 23:24 
4 For it: is a statute for Israel, 
An ordinance of the God of 


Jacob. 
5 He established it for a 
testimony in Joseph 
When he ®went throughout 
the land of Egypt. 
I heard a language that I did 


not know: Ex 11:4 
6 “I 8relieved his shoulder of the 
burden, 


His hands were freed from the 
Tpasket. Is 9:4; 10:27 « Or brick load 
7 “You called in trouble and I 
rescued you; 
I answered you in the hiding 
place of thunder; 
I proved you at the waters of 
Meribah. Selah. 
8 “RHear, O My people, and I will 
admonish you; 
O Israel, if you would listen 


to Me! Ps 50:7 
9 “Let there be no strange god 
among you; 


Nor shall you worship any 
foreign god. 
10 “RI, the Lorb, am your God, 
Who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt; 
ROpen your mouth wide and I 
will fill it. Ex 20:2; De 5:6 « Job 29:23 


11 “But My people did not listen to 
My voice, 
And Israel did not obey Me. 
12 “So I gave them over to the 
stubbornness of their heart, 
To walk in their own devices. 
13 “Oh that My people would 
listen to Me, 
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That Israel would walk in My 
ways! De 5:29; Ps 81:8; Is 48:18 
14 “I would quickly 8subdue their 
enemies : 
And turn My hand against 
their adversaries. Ps 18:47; 47:3 
15 “Those who hate the Lorp 
would pretend obedience to 


Him, 

And their time of punishment 
would be forever. Ro 1:30 

16 “But I would feed you with the 

finest of the wheat, 

And with honey from 
the rock I would satisfy 
you.” 


Unjust Judgments Rebuked. 
A Psalm of Asaph. 


8 God takes His ®stand in His 
own congregation; 
He 8judges in the midst of the 
rulers. Is 3:13 © 2 Ch 19:6; Ps 58:11 
2 How long will you judge 
unjustly 
And show partiality to the 
wicked? Selah. 
3 Vindicate the weak and 
fatherless; 
Do justice to the afflicted and 
destitute. 
4 RRescue the weak and 
needy; 
Deliver them out of the hand 
of the wicked. Job 29:12 


5 They do not know nor do they 
understand; 
They walk about in 
darkness; 
All the 8foundations of the 
earth are shaken. Ps 11:3 
6 I ®said, “You are gods, 
And all of you are sons of the 
Most High. Ps 82:1; Jo 10:34 
7 “Nevertheless ®you will die like 


men 
And fall like any one of the 
princes.” Job 21:32; Ps 49:12; Eze 31:14 
8 Arise, O God, judge the 
earth! 
For it it You who possesses all 
the nations. Ps 58:11; 96:13 


81:1+Or according to %* 81:1-4 ¥* 81:10 
Y 82:3-4 
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God Implored to Confound His 
Enemies. 


78 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A Song, a Psalm of Asaph. 


O God, do not remain 
ite Do not be silent and, 
O God, do not be still. 

2 For behold, Your enemies 
make an uproar, 

And those who hate You have 
exalted themselves. 

They make shrewd plans 
against Your people, 

And conspire together 
against Your treasured 
ones. Ps 64:2; Is 29:15 © Or consult 

They have said, “Come, and 
let us wipe them out asa 
nation, 

That the name of Israel be 
remembered no more.” 

For they have ®conspired 
together with one mind; 

Against You they make a 
covenant: Ps 2:2; Da 6:7 

The tents of Edom and the 
Ishmaelites, 

Moab and the Hagrites; 

RGebal and 3Ammon and 
Amalek, 

Philistia with the inhabitants 
of Tyre; Jos 13:5; Eze 27:9 * 2 Ch 20:10 

Assyria also has joined with 
them; 

They have become a help to 

the children of Lot. Selah. 


Deal with them 8as with 
Midian, 

As with Sisera and Jabin at 
the torrent of Kishon, ju 7:1-24 

big were destroyed at En- 

or, 

Who ®became as dung for the 
ground. Zep 1:17 

Make their nobles like Oreb 
and Zeeb 

And all their princes like 
Zebah and Zalmunna, Ju 7:25 

Who said, “®Let us possess for 
ourselves 

The pastures of God.” 2h20:11 


O my God, make them like the 
Fwhirling dust, . 

Like chaff before the wind. 

Like 8fire that burns the forest 

And like a flame that sets the 
mountains on fire, Is 9:18 


15 


16 


17 


18 


PSALM 84:7 


So pursue them ®with Your 
tempest 

And terrify them with Your 
storm. Job 9:17; Ps 58:9 

Fill their faces with dishonor, 

That they may seek Your 
name, O Lorb. 

Let them be 8ashamed and 
dismayed forever, 

And let them be humiliated 
and perish, Ps 35:4; 70:2 

That they may know that 
RYou alone, whose name is 
the Lorp, 

Are the Most High over all the 
earth. Ps 59:13 © Ps 86:10; Is 45:21 


Longing for the Temple Worship. 
For the choir director; fon the Gittith. 


8 


2 


A Psalm of the sons of Korah. 


How lovely are Your ®dwelling 
places, 

O Lorp of hosts! Ps 43:3; 132:5 

My soul longed and even 
yearned for the courts of 
the Lorp; 

My heart and my flesh sing 
for joy to the living God. 

The bird also has found a house, 

And the swallow a nest for 
herself, where she may lay 
her young, 

Even Your altars, O Lorp of 
hosts, 

My King and my God. Ps 43:4 

How blessed are those who 
dwell in Your house! 

They are ever praising You. 

Selah. 


How blessed is the man whose 
Rstrength is in You, 

In whose heart are the 
highways to Zion! Ps 81:1 

Passing through the valley of 
FBaca they make it a 
Tgpring; 

The early rain also covers it 
with blessings. Or place of springs 

They go from strength to 
strength, 

Every one of them appears 
before God in Zion. 


¥% 83:1-3 83:13 Or tumbleweed 84:1+Or 
according to 84:6 Probably, Weeping; or Balsam 


trees 


PSALM 84:8 


8 O ee ee of hosts, hear 
my D 

Give ie oO ®God of Jacob! 

Selah. Ps 59:5; 80:4; 84:1 ¢ Ps 81:1 
9 Behold our shield, O God, 

And look upon the face of 
Your anointed. 

10 For 8a day in Your courts is 
better than a thousand 
outside. 

I would rather stand at the 
threshold of the house of 
my God 

Than dwell in the tents of 
wickedness. Ps 27:4 

11 For the Lorp God is a sun 
and shield; 

The Lorp gives grace and 


glory; 
RNo good thing does He 
withhold from those who 
walk uprightly. Ps 34:9, 10 
12 O Lorp of hosts, 
How &blessed is the man who 
trusts in You! Ps 2:12: 40:4 


Prayer for God’s Mercy upon the 
Nation. 


For the choir director. 
A Psalm of the sons of Korah. 


8 O Lorpb, You showed &favor to 


Your land; 
You Frestored the captivity of 
Jacob. Ps 77:7; 106:4 


yw 2 You forgave the iniquity of 
Your people; 
You covered all their sin. 
Selah. 
3 You 8withdrew all Your fury; 
You turned away from Your 
burning anger. Ps 78:38; 106:23 


4 ®Restore us, O God of our 
salvation, 
And cause Your indignation 
toward us to cease. _ Ps 80:3,7 
5 Will ®You be angry with us 
forever? 
Will You prolong Your anger to 
all generations? Ps 74:1; 79:5; 80:4 
6 Will You not Yourself revive 
us again, 
That Your people may rejoice 
in You? Ps 71:20; 80:18 
7 Show us Your lovingkindness, 
LorbD, 
And grant us Your salvation. 
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8 I will hear what God the Lorp 
will say; 
For He will ®speak peace to 
His people, to His godly 


ones; 
re i them not turn back to 
Ps 29:11; Hag 2:9; Ze 9:10 
ive 9 Suey RHis salvation is near 
to those who Ffear Him, 
That glory may dwell in our 
land. Ps 34:18; Is 46:13 
10 Lovingkindness and truth 
have met together; 
Righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other. 
11 Truth ®springs from the earth, 
And righteousness looks 
down from heaven. Is 45:8 
12 Indeed, 8the Lorp will give 
what is good, 
And our land will yield its 
produce. Ps 84:11; Jam 1:17 
13 Righteousness will go before 


im 
And will make His footsteps 
into a way. Ps 89:14 


A Psalm of Supplication and 
Trust. 


A Prayer of David. 
Incline Your ear, O Lorp, 


a 8 and answer me; 
For I am afflicted and needy. 
2. Preserve my soul, forlama 
godly man; 
OYou my God, save Your 
servant who &trusts in You. 
3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, 
For to You I cry all day long. 
4 Make glad the soul of Your 


servant, 
For to You, O Lord, 81 lift up 
my soul. Ps 25:1; 143:8 


5 For You, Lord, are ®good, and 
Rready to forgive, 
And abundant in 
lovingkindness to all who 
call upon You. Ps 25:8 « Ps 130:4 
6 Give ear, O Lorb, to my 
prayer; 
And give heed to the voice of 
my supplications! Ps 55:1 


% 84:11-12 85:1 Or restore the fortunes 
% 85:2 3% 85:9-13 85:9 Or reverence 
% 86:1-12 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


16 


17 
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In the day of my trouble I 
shall call upon You, 

For You will answer me. Ps 17:6 

There is 8no one like You 
among the gods, O Lord, 

Nor are there any works ®like 
Yours. De 3:24 

RAI] nations whom You have 
made shall come and 
worship before You, O 


Lord, 
And they shall glorify Your 
Name. Ps 22:27; 66:4; Is 66:23; Re 15:4 
For You are ®great and do 
wondrous deeds; 
You alone are God. Ps 77:13 
RTeach me Your way, O 


LorD; 
I will walk in Your truth; 
RUnite my heart to fear Your 
name. Ps 25:5 © Je 32:39 
I will 8give thanks to You, O 
Lord my God, with all my 


heart, 

And will glorify Your name 
forever. Ps 111:1 

For Your lovingkindness 
toward me is great, 

And You have ®delivered my 
soul from the ‘depths of 
Sheol. Ps 30:3 © Lit lowest Sheol 


O God, arrogant men have 
Rrisen up against me, 

And a band of violent 
men have sought my 
Tlife, 

And they have not set You 
before them. Ps 54:3 

15 But You, O Lord, are a God 

Rmerciful and gracious, 

Slow to anger and abundant 
in lovingkindness and 
Ttruth. Ps 86:5 © Or faithfulness 

RTurn to me, and be gracious 
to me; 

Oh &®grant Your strength to 
Your servant, 

And save the son of Your 
handmaid. Ps 25:16 © Ps 68:35 

RShow me a sign for good, 

That those who hate me 
may see it and be 
ashamed, 

Because You, O Lorp, have 
helped me and comforted 
me. Ju 6:17; Ps 119:122 © Ps 112:10 


PSALM 88:5 


The Privileges of Citizenship in 
Zion. 


A Psalm of the sons of Korah. A Song. 


His 8foundation is in the holy 
mountains. Ps 78:69; Is 28:16 
2 The Lorp loves the gates of Zion 
More than all the other 
dwelling places of Jacob. 
3 Glorious things are spoken of 


you, 
O city of God. Selah. 

4 “T shall mention FRahab and 
Babylon among those who 
know Me; 

Behold, Philistia and Tyre with 
Ethiopia: 
‘This one was born there.’” 

5 But of Zion it shall be said, 
“This one and that one were 
born in her”; 

And the Most High Himself 
will establish her. Ps 48:8 

6 The Lorp will count when He 
registers the peoples, 

“This one was born there.” 
Selah. 

7 Then those who 8&sing as well 
as those who play the flutes 
shall say, 

“All my springs of joy are in 
you.” Ps 68:25; 149:3 ¢ Ps 36:9 


A Petition to Be Saved from 
Death. 


A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. For the 
choir director; according to Mahalath 
Leannoth. A }Maskil of Heman ‘the Ezrahite. 


be} O Lorp, the God of my 
salvation, 
I have cried out by day and in 
the night before You. Ps 24:5; 27:9 
2 Let my prayer come before You; 
Incline Your ear to my cry! 
3 For my ®soul has had enough 
troubles, 
And &my life has drawn near 
to Sheol. Ps 107:26 « Ps 107:18; 116:3 
4 Jam reckoned among those 
who ®go down to the pit; 
I have become like aman 
without strength, Ps 28:1; 143:7 
5 Forsaken among the dead, 


3% 86:15-16 87:4Le.Egypt 88:1+Possibly, 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm 
4:31; 1 Ch 2:6; Ps 89: title 


“1 Ki 


PSALM 88:6 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Like the slain who lie in the 
grave, 

Whom You remember no 
more, 

And they are ®cut off from 
Your hand. Ps 31:22; Is 53:8 

You have put me in ®the 
lowest pit, 

In 8dark places, in the 
depths. Ps 86:13; La 3:55 ¢ Ps 143:3 

Your wrath has rested upon 


me, 
And You have afflicted me 
with all Your waves. 
Selah. 


You have removed my 
acquaintances far from me; 

You have made me an Fobject 
of loathing to them; 

I am shut up and cannot go 
out. Job 19:13, 19; Ps 31:11; 142:4 

My eye has wasted away 
because of affliction; 

I have ®called upon You every 
day, O Lorp; 

I have spread out my hands to 
You. Ps 6:7; 31:9 © Ps 22:2; 86:3 


Will You perform wonders for 
the dead? 

Will the departed Spirits rise 
and praise You? Selah. 

Will Your lovingkindness be 
declared in the grave, 

Your faithfulness in 
TAbaddon? te. place of destruction 

Will Your wonders be made 
known in the darkness? 

And Your righteousness in the 
land of forgetfulness? 


But I, O Lorp, have cried out 
to You for help, 

And in the morning my prayer 
comes before You. 

O lors why do You reject my 
sou 

Why do You ®hide Your face 
from me? Job 13:24; Ps 13:1; 44:24 

I was afflicted and ®about to 
die from my youth on; 

I suffer ®Your terrors; Iam 
overcome. Pr 24:11 © Job 6:4; 31:23 

Your ®burning anger has 
passed over me; 

Your terrors have destroyed 
me 2 Ch 28:11; Is 13:13; La 1:12 

They have Rsurrounded me 
Rlike water all day long; 


656 


They have encompassed me 
altogether. Ps 118:10-12 « Ps 124:4 
18 You have removed lover and 
friend far from me; — 
My acquaintances are in 
darkness. 


The Lorp’s Covenant with David, 
and Israel’s Afflictions. 


A +Maskil of ‘Ethan ‘the Ezrahite. 


S9} will sing of the 
Oe lovingkindness of the Lorp 
forever; 
To all generations I will make 
known Your faithfulness 
with my mouth. _ Ps59:16; 101:1 
2 For I have said, 
“‘RLovingkindness will be 
built up forever; 
In the heavens You will 


establish Your 
faithfulness.” Ps 103:17 
3 “I have made a covenant with 
RMy chosen; 
Ihave 8sworn to David My 
servant, 1 Ki 8:16 © Ps 132:11 
4 | will establish your seed 
forever 


And build up your throne to 
all generations.” Selah. 


5 The heavens will praise Your 
wonders, O Lorpb; 
Your faithfulness also in the 
assembly of the holy ones. 
6 For 8who in the skies is 
comparable to the Lorp? 
Who among the sons of the 
mighty is like the Lorp, 
7 A God greatly feared in the 
council of the holy ones, 
And Rawesome above all those 
who are around Him? ps 96:4 
8 OLorpb God of hosts, who is 
like You, O mighty Lorp? 
Your faithfulness also 
surrounds You. Ps 35:10; 71:19 
9 You rule the swelling of the sea; 
When its waves rise, You &still 
them. Ps 65:7; 107:29 
10 You Yourself crushed Rahab 
like one who is slain; 
You scattered Your enemies 
with Your mighty arm. 


88:8 Lit abomination to them 89:1+Possibly, 
Contemplative, or Didactic, or Skillful Psalm *1 Ki 
4:31 “Ps 88: title 2% 89:1-4 
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11. The 8heavens are Yours, the 
earth also is Yours; 

The 8world and Fall it 
contains, You have founded 
them. Ge 1:1; 1;Ch 29:11; Ps 96:5 © Ps 24:1 

12, The 8north and the south, You 
have created them; 

Tabor and Hermon shout for 


joy at Your name. Job 26:7 
13 You have a strong arm; 
Your hand is mighty, Your 


right hand is exalted. 

14 ®Righteousness and justice 
are the foundation of Your 
throne; 

Lovingkindness and truth go | 
before You. Ps 97:2 © Ps 85:13 
yo 15 How blessed are the people 
who know the ¥joyful 
sound! 
O Lorp, they walk in the light 
of Your countenance. 

16 In ®Your name they rejoice all 
the day, 

And by Your righteousness 
they are exalted. Ps 105:3 
17 For You are the glory of ®their 


strength, 
And by Your favor our horn is 
xalted. Ps 28:8 


e 
18 For es Rshield belongs to the 


Lor 
Pande But king to the Holy One 
of Israel. Ps 47:9 


yw 19 Once You spoke in vision to 
Your godly ones, 
And said, “I have given help to 
one who is ®mighty; 
I have exalted one chosen 
from the people. 2 Sa 17:10 
20 “I have ser David My 
servan 
With My ac Rojl I have 
anointed him; 1Sa 16:13 
21 With whom RMy hand will be 
established; 
My arm also will ®strengthen 
him Ps 18:35; 80:17 © Ps 18:32 
22 “The enemy will not 'deceive 


him 
Nor the Rgon of wickedness 
afflict him. 2Sa 7:10; Ps 125:3 
23 “But I shall ®crush his _ 
adversaries before him, 
And strike those who hate 
him 2 Sa 7:9; Ps’ 18:40 
24 “My faithfulness and My 


PSALM 89:37 


pvineebadness will be with 
im, 
And in My name his ®horn 
will be exalted. Ps 89:1» Ps 132:17 
25 “I shall also set his hand 8on 
the sea 
aug ane right hand on the 
Ps 72:8 
26 ‘He. will cry to Me, ‘You are 
Rmy Father, 
My God, and the rock of my 
Salvation.’ 2 Sa 7:14; 1 Ch 22:10; Je 3:19 
27 “I also shall make him My 
firstborn, 
The 8highest of the kings of 
the earth. Nu 24:7; Ps 72:11; Re 19:16 
28 “My ®lovingkindness I will 
keep for him forever, 
And My covenant shall be 
confirmed to him. Ps 89:33 
29 “So I will establish his 
Rdescendants forever 
And his throne 8as the days of 
heaven. Ps 18:50; 89:4, 36 ° De 11:21 


30 “If his sons ®forsake My law 
And do not walk in My 
judgments, 2. Sa 7:14; Ps 119:53 
31 If they ‘violate My statutes 
And do not keep My 
commandments, 
32 Then I will punish their 
transgression with the ®rod 
And their iniquity with 
stripes. Job 9:34; 21:9 
33 “But I will not break off "My 
lovingkindness from him, 
Nor deal falsely in My 


faithfulness. 2 Sa 7:15 
34 “My ®covenant I will not 
violate, 
Nor will I alter the utterance 
of My lips. De 7:9; Je 33:20, 21 
35 “Once I have sworn by My 
holiness; 


I will not lie to David. 
36 “His §descendants shall endure 


forever 
And his throne as the sun 
before Me. Ps 89:29; Lk 1:33 


37 “It shall be established forever 
like the moon, 


89:11 Lit its fullness %* 89:15 89:15 Or blast of 
the trumpet, shout of joy 89:18 Or Even to the 
Holy One of Israel our King Y% 89:19 89:22 Or 
exact usury from him %% 89:30-34 89:31 Lit 
profane 89:35 Or One thing 


PSALM 89:38 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


And the witness in the sky is 
faithful.” Selah. 


But You have cast off and 
rejected, 

You have been full of wrath 
against Your anointed. 
You have spurned the 
covenant of Your servant; 
You have ®profaned his crown 
in the dust. Ps 74:7 

You have broken down all his 
walls; 

You have brought his 
strongholds to ruin. Ps 80:12 

RAI] who pass along the way 
plunder him; 

He has become a reproach to 
his neighbors. Ps 80:12 

You have ®exalted the right 
hand of his adversaries; 

You have ®made all his 
enemies rejoice. Ps 13:2 « Ps 80:6 

You also turn back the edge of 
his sword 

And have ®not made him 
stand in battle. Ps 44:10 

You have made his ®splendor 
to cease 

And cast his throne to the 
ground. Eze 28:7 

You have shortened the days 
of his youth; 

You have covered him with 
shame. Selah. 


RHow long, O Lorp? 

Will You hide Yourself forever? 

Will Your 8wrath burn like 
fire? Ps 13:1; 44:24 © Ps 79:5; 80:4 

Remember what my span of 
life is; 

For what vanity You have 
created all the sons of men! 


w* 48 What man can live and not 


49 


50 


see death? 
Can he deliver his soul from 
the power of Sheol? Selah. 


Where are Your former 
lovingkindnesses, O Lord, 
Which You swore to David in 
Your faithfulness? 
Remember, O Lord, the 
Rreproach of Your servants; 
How | bear in my bosom the 
reproach of all the many 
peoples, Ps 69:9; 74:18, 22 
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51 With which ®Your enemies 


have reproached, O Lorp, 
With which they have 

reproached the footsteps of 

Your anointed. Ps 74:10, 18, 22 


52 Blessed be the Lorp forever! 


Amen and Amen. 


BOOK 4 


God’s Eternity and Man’s 
Transitoriness. 


A Prayer of tMoses, the man of God. 


Lord, You have been our 
Fdwelling place in all 
generations. 


2 Before the mountains were 


om 

Or You gave birth to the earth 
and the world, 

Even from everlasting to 
everlasting, You are God. 


You turn man back into dust 

And say, “Return, O children 
of men.” 

For a thousand years in Your 
sight 

Are like yesterday when it 
passes by, 

Or as a watch in the night. 

You have swept them away 
like a flood, they fall asleep; 

In the morning they are like 
grass which sprouts anew. 

In the morning it ®flourishes 
and sprouts anew; 

Toward evening it fades and 
Rwithers away. Job 14:2¢ Jam 1:11 


For we have been 8consumed 
by Your anger 

And by Your wrath we have 
been dismayed. Ps 39:11 

You have 8placed our 
iniquities before You, 

Our secret sins in the light of 
Your presence. Ps 50:21; Je 16:17 

For Rall our days have 
declined in Your fury; 

We have finished our years 
like a'sigh. — ps 78:33 « Or whisper 


yw 10 As for the days of our "life, 


they contain seventy years, 


¥% 89:48 90:1+De 33:1 90:1 Or hiding place; some 
ancient mss read place of refuge 2~*~ 90:10-12 


| 
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Or if due to strength, ®eighty 


years, 
Yet their pride is but labor 
and sorrow; 
ben se it is gone and we fly 
Lit years ¢ 2 Ki 19:35 
ll Who. tiagiansivunns the power 
of Your anger 
And Your fury, according to 
the fear that is due You? 
12 Soteach us to number our 
days, 
That we may present to You a 
heart of wisdom. Pr 2:1-6 


13 Do ®return, O Lorp; 8how long 
will it be? 
And be sorry for Your 
servants. — Ps 6:4; 80:14 « Ps 6:3; 74:10 
yw 14 O satisfy us in the morning 
with Your lovingkindness, 
That we may sing for joy and 
be glad all our days. 
15 Make us glad according to 
the days You have afflicted 


US, 
And the ®years we have seen 
Fevil. Ps 86:4 © De 2:14-16; Ps 31:10 
y* 16 Let Your work appear to 
Your servants 
And Your majesty to their 
children. 1 Ki 8:11; Is 6:3 
17 Let the favor of the Lord our 
God be upon us; 
And F®confirm for us the work 
of our hands; 
Yes, confirm the work of our 
hands. Ps 37:23; Is 26:12; 1 Co 3:7 


Security of the One Who Trusts 
in the Lorp. 
9 He who dwells in the _ 
y~ Rghelter of the Most High 
Will abide in the shadow of 
the Almighty. Ps 27:5; 31:20; 32:7 
2 I will say to the Lorp, “My 
refuge and my fortress, 
My God, in whom I trust!” 
3 For it is He who delivers you 
from ibe Rsnare of the 
trapp 
And four the deadly 
pestilence. Ps 124:7; Pr 6:5 
4 He will cover you with His 
pinions, 
And under His wings you may 
seek refuge; 


PSALM 91:16 


His faithfulness is a 8shield 
and bulwark. Is 51:16 © Ps 35:2 


5 You 8will not be afraid of the 
Rterror by night, 
Or of the arrow that flies by 
ay; Job 5:19-23; Ps 23:4; 27:1 « Song 3:8 
6 Of the pestilence that stalks in 
darkness, 
Or of the ®destruction that 
lays waste at noon. Job 5:22 
7 Athousand may fall at your 
side 
And ten thousand at your 
right hand, 
But it shall not approach you. 
8 You will only look on with 
your eyes 
And 8see the recompense of 
the wicked. Ps 37:34; 58:10 
9 For you have made the Lorp, 
Rmy refuge, 
Even the Most High, your 
dwelling place. Ps 91:2 Ps 90:1 
10 8No evil will befall you, 
Nor will any plague come 
near your tent. Pr 12:21 


11 For He will give His angels 
charge concerning you, 
To guard you in all your ways. 
12 They will bear you up in their 
hands, 
That you do not strike your 
foot against a stone. 
13 You will 8tread upon the lion 
and cobra, 
The young lion and the 
serpent you will trample 
down. Ju 14:6; Da 6:22; Lk 10:19 


14 “RBecause he has loved Me, 
therefore I will deliver him; 
I will set him securely on high, 
B scaneon he has known My 
Ps 145:20 
15 “He will “ical upon Me, and I 
will answer him; 
I will be with him in Ttrouble; 
I will rescue him and honor 
him Job 12:4; Ps 50:15 ¢ Or distress 
16 “With a ‘Rlong life I will satisfy 


him 
And let him see My 
salvation.” De 6:2; Ps 21:4; Pr 3:1, 2 


¥%* 90:16-17 
% 91:1-16 


¥% 90:14 90:15 Or trouble 
90:17 Or give permanence to 


PSALM 92:1 


Praise for the Lorp’s Goodness. 
A Psalm, a Song for the Sabbath day. 


9 WA is le to give thanks 
yw to the LorpD 
And to sing praises to Your 


name, O Most High; © ps 147:1 
2 To ®declare Your 
lovingkindness in the 


morning 
And Your &faithfulness "by 
night, Ps 59:16 ¢ Ps 89:1 « Lit nights 
3 With the ten-stringed lute and 
with the harp, 
With resounding music Tupon 
the ly re. Lit by means of 
wv 4 ForYou, O Lorp, have made 
me glad by what You have 
done, 
I will sing for joy at the works 
of Your hands. 


5 How 8great are Your works, O 
Lorp! 
Your thoughts are very 
deep. Ps 40:5; 111:2; Re 15:3 
6 A senseless man has no 
knowledge, 
Nor does a stupid man 
understand this: 
7 That when the wicked 
sprouted up like grass 
And all who did iniquity 
flourished, 
It was only that they might be 
destroyed forevermore. 
8 But You, O Lorp, are 8on high 
forever. Ps 83:18; 93:4; 113:5 
9 For, behold, Your enemies, O 


Lorp, 

For, behold, 8Your enemies 
will perish; 

All who do iniquity will be 
Rscattered. — Ps 37:20 « Ps 68:1; 89:10 


10 But You have exalted my 
Rhorn like that of the wild 
OX; 
I have been anointed with 
fresh oil. Ps 75:10; 89:17; 112:9 
11 And my eye has looked 
exultantly upon my foes, 
My ears hear of the evildoers 
who rise up against me. 
w* 12 The righteous man will 
flourish like the palm tree, 
He will grow like a ®cedar in 
Lebanon. Ps 104:16; Eze 31:3 
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13 Planted in the house of the 
LorD, 
They will flourish in the 
courts ofourGod. 
14 They will still Tyield fruit in 


old age; 
They shall be Ffull of sap and 


very green, Or thrive in 
15 To declare that 8the Lorp is 
upright; 


He is my rock, and there is 
Rno unrighteousness in 
Him. Job 34:10; Ps 25:8 ¢ Ro 9:14 


The Majesty of the Lorp. | 
9 3 RThe Lorp reigns, He is 
clothed with majesty; 
The Lorp has clothed and 
girded Himself with 
strength; 
Indeed, the world is firmly 
established, it will not be 
moved. Ps 96:10; 97:1; 99:1 
2 Your throne is established 
from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 


3 The ®floods have lifted up, O 
Lorb, 
The floods have lifted up their 


voice, 
The floods lift up their 
pounding waves. Ps 96:11; 98:7, 8 
4 More than the sounds of many 
waters, 
Than the mighty breakers of 
the sea, 
The Lorp on high is mighty. 
5 Your testimonies are fully 
confirmed; 
Holiness befits Your house, 
O Lorp, forevermore. Ps 19:7 


The Lorp Implored to Avenge 
His People. 
9 4 O Lorp, God of ®vengeance, 
God of vengeance, shine 
forth! De 32:35; Is 35:4; Na 1:2; Ro 12:19 
2 ®Rise up, O ®8Judge of the 
earth, 
Render recompense &to the 
proud. Ps 7:6 ¢ Ge 18:25 © Ps 31:23 
3 How long shall the wicked, O 
Lorpb, 


YH 991-2 3% 92:45 YF 99:19-15 92:14 Lit 
fat and 
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How long shall the wicked 
exult? Job 20:5 
4 They pour forth words, they 
Rspeak arrogantly; 
All who do wickedness vaunt 


themselves, Ps 31:18; 75:5 
5 They ®crush Your people, O 
Lorp, 


And afflict Your heritage. 1s 3:15 
6 They ®slay the widow and the 
stranger 
And murder the orphans. 1s 10:2 
7 ®They have said, “The Lorp 
does not see, 
Nor does the God of Jacob 
pay heed.” Job 22:13; Ps 10:11 


8 Pay heed, you senseless 
among the people; 
And when will you 
understand, stupid ones? 
9 He who &planted the ear, 
Tdoes He not hear? 
He who formed the eye, does 
He not see? Ex 4:11; Pr 20:12 * Or can 
10 He who &chastens the nations, 
will He not rebuke, 
Even He who teaches man 


knowledge? Ps 44:2 
11 The Lorp knows the thoughts 
of man, 


That they are a mere breath. 


12 Blessed is the man whom You 
chasten, O ™Lorp, 
And ®whom You teach out of 
Your law; Heb Yau ¢ Ps 119:171 
13 That You may grant him ®relief 
from the ®days of adversity, 
Until a pit is dug for the 
wicked. — Job 34:29; Hab 3:16 « Ps 49:5 
y* 14 For the Lorp will not 
abandon His people, 
Nor will He ®forsake His 


inheritance. __ Ps 37:28 
15 For judgment will again be 
righteous, 


And all the upright in heart 
Twill follow it. Lit wit be after it 
16 Who will stand up for me 
against evildoers? 
Who will take his stand for me 
against those who do 
wickedness? Nu 10:35; Is 28:21; 33:10 


17. If 8the Lorp had not been my 


D, 
My soul would soon have 


PSALM 95:6 


dwelt in the abode of 


silence. Ps 124:1, 2 
18 If I should say, “8My foot has 
slipped,” 


Your lovingkindness, O Lorp, 
will hold me up. Ps 38:16; 73:2 
19 When my anxious thoughts 
Tmultiply within me, 
Your ®consolations delight my 
soul. Or are many ¢ Is 57:18; 66:13 
20 Cana ®throne of destruction 
be allied with You, 
One ®which devises mischief 
by decree? = Am6:3 « Ps 50:16; 58:2 
21 They band themselves 
together against the “life of 
the righteous 
And condemn the innocent to 
death. Ps 56:6; 59:3 ¢ Or soul 
22 But the Lorp has been my 
Rstronghold, 
And my God the ®rock of my 
refuge. Ps 9:9: 59:9 © Ps 18:2: 71:7 
23 He has ®brought back their 
wickedness upon them 
And will destroy them in their 


evil; 
The Lorp our God will destroy 
them. Ps 7:16; 140:9, 11 


Praise to the Lorp, and Warning 
against Unbelief. 
9 O come, let us sing for joy to 
the Lorpb, 
Let us shout joyfully to ®the 
rock of our salvation. Ps 89:26 
2 Let us 8come before His 
presence with thanksgiving, 
Let us shout joyfully to Him 
with psalms. Mi 6:6 
3 For the Lorp is a ®great God 
And a great King ®above all 
gods, Ps 48:1; 135:5; 145:3 ¢ Ps 96:4; 97:9 
4 In whose hand are the ®depths 
of the earth, 
The peaks of the mountains 
are His also. Ps 135:6 
5 The sea is His, for it was He 
Rwho made it, 
And His hands formed the dry 
land. Ge 1:9, 10; Ps 146:6; Jon 1:9 


6 Come, let us }worship and 
bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lorp 
our Maker. Ps 96:9; 99:5, 9 


3% 94:14-15 %% 95:2 % 95:6-7 
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7 For He is our God, ; 
And ®we are the people of His 
Rpasture and the sheep of 
His hand. 
Today, if you would hear His 
voice, Ps 79:13 ¢ Ps 74:1 
8 Do not harden your hearts, as 
at FMeribah, 
As in the day of F3Massah in 
the wilderness, — Ex 17:7; De 6:16 
9 “When your fathers tested Me, 
They tried Me, though they 
had seen My work. 
10 “For ®forty years I loathed that 
generation, 
And said they are a people 
who err in their heart, 
oo oes do not know My 
Ac 7:36; 13:18; He 3:10, 17 
11 “Therefore I swore in My 


anger. 
Truly they shall not enter into 
My Frest.” De 12:9 


A Call to Worship the Lorp the 
Righteous Judge. 
9 6 Sing to the Lorp a new song; 


Sing to the Lorp, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lorp, bless His 


name; 
Proclaim good tidings of His 
salvation from day to day. 
3 Tell of SHis glory among the 
nations, 
His wonderful deeds among 
all the peoples. Ps 145:12 
4 For ®great is the Lorp and 
Rereatly to be praised; 
He is to be ®feared above all 
POdS. Ps 48:1; 145:3 « Ps 18:3 ¢ Ps 89:7 
5 For Rall the gods of the 
peoples are idols, 
But the Lorp made the 
heavens. 1 Ch 16:26; Je 10:11 
6 RSplendor and majesty are 
before Him, 
Strength and beauty are in 
His sanctuary. Ps 104:1 


7 FAscribe to the Lorp, O 
Rfamilies of the peoples, 
FAscribe to the Lorp glory and 
strength. Ps 22:27 
8 FAscribe to the Lorp the 
Relory of His name; 
Bring an offering and come 
into His courts. Ps 79:9; 115:1 
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9 Worship the Lorp in Fholy 


attire; 
RTremble before Him, all the 
earth. Ps 33:8; 114:7 
10 Say among the nations, “®The 
Lorp reigns; 
Indeed, the world is firmly 
established, it will not be 


moved; 
He will judge the peoples with 
Fequity.” Ps 93:1; 97:1 


11 Let the 8heavens be glad, and 
let the earth rejoice; 
Let the sea roar, and all it 
contains; Ps 69:34; Is 49:13 ¢ Ps 97:1 
12 Let the field exult, and all that 


is in it. 
Then all the ®trees of the 
forest will sing for joy Is 44:23 
13 Before the Lorp, ®for He is 
coming, 
For He is coming to judge the 


earth. 
RHe will judge the world in 


righteousness _ 
And the peoples in His 
faithfulness. Ps 98:9 ¢ Re 19:11 


The Lorp’s Power and Dominion. 
97 RThe Lorp reigns, let the 
Rearth rejoice; 
Let the many FRislands be 
glad. Ps 96:10 ¢ Ps.96:11 ¢ Is 42:10, 12 

2 Clouds and thick darkness 

surround Him; 

RRighteousness and justice 
are the foundation of His 
throne. 

3 Fire goes before Him 

And burns up His adversaries 
round about. 

4 His lightnings lit up the world; 

The earth saw and trembled. 

5 The mountains melted like 
wax at the presence of the 
Lorpb, 

At the presence of the SLord 
of the whole earth. Jos 3:11 

6 The ®heavens declare His 
righteousness, 

And all the peoples have seen 
His glory. Ps 19:1; 50:6 


Ps 89:14 


95:8 Or place of strife 95:8 Or temptation 

Y 96:4-9 96:7 Lit Give 96:8 Lit Give 96:9 Or 
the splendor of holiness 96:10 Or uprightness 
97:1 Or coastlands 


i 
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7 Let all those be ashamed who 
serve graven images, 
Who boast themselves of 
idols; 
Worship Him, all you gods. 
8 Zion heard this and }was 


glad, 

Hee the daughters of Judah 
have rejoiced 

Because of Your judgments, O 

ORD. Ps 48:11; Zep 3:14 
9 For You are the Lorp Most 

High over all the earth; 

You are exalted far Rabove all 
gods. Ex 18:11; Ps 95:3; 96:4; 135:5 


10 Hate evil, you who love the 
Lorpb, 
Who preserves the souls of 
His godly ones; 
He delivers them from the 
hand of the wicked. 
11 Light is sown like seed for 
the righteous 
And gladness for the upright 
in heart. Job 22:28; Ps 112:4; Pr 4:18 
12 Be ®glad in the Lorpb, you 
righteous ones, 
And &give thanks to His holy 
name. Ps 32:11 ¢ Ps 30:4 


A Call to Praise the Lorp for His 
Righteousness. 


A Psalm. 


9 O sing to the Lorp a ®new 
song, 
For He has done wonderful 
things, 
His Rright hand and His holy 
arm have Fgained the 
victory for Him. Ps 33:3 Ex 15:6 
yw 2 ®The Lorp has made known 
His salvation; 
He has revealed His 
righteousness in the sight of 
the nations. Is 52:10 
3 He has 8remembered His 
lovingkindness and His 
faithfulness to the house of 


Israel; 
RAI the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our 


God. Lk 1:54, 72 © Ps 22:27 
4 Shout joyfully to the Lorp, all 
the earth; 


Break forth and sing for joy 
and sing praises. Ps 100:1 ¢ Is 44:23 


PSALM 99:7 


5 Sing praises to the Lorp with 
the Rlyre, 
With the lyre and the ®sound 
of melody. Ps 92:3 ¢ Is 51:3 
6 With trumpets and the sound 
of the horn 
RShout joyfully before the 
King, the LorD. Ps 66:1 « Ps 47:7 


7 Let the sea roar and all it 
contains, 
The world and those who 
dwell in it. Ps 96:11 ¢ Ps 24:1 
8 Let the rivers clap their 
hands, 
Let the mountains sing 
together for joy — Ps 93:3; Is 55:12 
9 Before the Lorp, for He is 
coming to judge the earth; 
He will judge the world with 
righteousness 
And the peoples with equity. 


Praise to the Lorp for His 

Fidelity to Israel. 

99 RThe Lorp reigns, let the 
peoples tremble; 

He Tis enthroned above the 
cherubim, let the earth 
shake! Ps 97:1 ® Lit sits 

2 The Lorp is ®great in Zion, 

And He is exalted above all 

the peoples. Ps 48:1; Is 12:6 
3 Let them praise Your ®great 
and awesome name; 

Holy is™He. De 28:58; Ps 76:1 « Or it 

4 The strength of the King loves 
Fjustice; 

You have established equity; 

You have executed ‘justice 
and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 Exalt the Lorp our God 
And &worship at His footstool; 
RHoly is He. Ps 132:7 © Ps 99:3 


6 Moses and Aaron were 
among His priests, 
And Samuel was among those 
who called on His name; 
They called upon the Lorp 
and He answered them. Je 15:1 
7 He ®spoke to them in the pillar 
of cloud; 
They ®kept His testimonies 
And the statute that He gave 
them. Ex 33:9; Nu 12:5 ¢ Ps 105:28 


98:1 Or accomplished salvation %~ 98:2-3 
99:4 Or judgment 


PSALM 99:8 


8 OLorp our God, You 

Ranswered them; 

You were a forgiving God to 
them, ‘ 

And yet an avenger of their 
evil deeds. 

wv 9 Exalt the Lorp ourGod 
And worship at His holy hill, 
For holy is the Lorp our God. 


All Men Exhorted to Praise God. 
A Psalm for +Thanksgiving. 


l 0 0 Shout joyfuily to the 
yw Lorb, all the earth. 
2 RServe the Lorpb with 
gladness; 
RCome before Him with joyful 
SINGING. De 12:11, 12; 28:47 « Ps 95:2 
3 Know that the Lorp 'Himself 
is God; 
It is He who has made us, and 
Fnot we ourselves; 
We are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture.  orHe 
4 Enter His gates ®with 
thanksgiving 
And His courts with praise. 
Give thanks to Him, ®bless His 
name. Ps 95:2; 116:17 
5 For the Lorp is good; 
RHis lovingkindness is 


everlasting 
And His ®faithfulness to all 
generations. Ps 136:1 « Ps 119:90 


The Psalmist’s Profession of 
Uprightness. 
A Psalm of David. 
1 0 I will 8sing of 
lovingkindness and justice, 
To You, O Lorp, I will sing 
praises. Ps 51:14; 89:1; 145:7 
vw 2 | will give heed to the 
Fblameless way. 
When will You come to me? 
I will walk within my house in 
the integrity of my heart. 
3 I will set no 'worthless thing 
before my eyes; 
I hate the work of those who 
Rfall away; 
It shall not fasten its grip on 
me: De 15:9 ¢ Jos 23:6; Ps 40:4 


Ps 106:44 
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4 A 8perverse heart shall depart 
from me; 

I will Know no evil. Pr 11:20 

5 Whoever secretly ®slanders 
his neighbor, him I will 
destroy; 

No one who has a haughty 
look and an arrogant heart 
will I endure. Ps 50:20; Je 9:4 

6 My eyes shall be upon the 
faithful of the land, that 
they may dwell with me; 

He who walks in a blameless 
way is the one who will 
minister to me. 

7 He who ®practices deceit shall 
not dwell within my house; 

He who speaks falsehood 
shall not maintain his 
position before me. Ps 43:1; 52:2 

8 REvery morning I will 
FRdestroy all the wicked of 
the land, 

So as to cut off from the city 
of the Lorp all those who 


do iniquity. Je 21:12 © Ps 75:10 


Prayer of an Afflicted 
Man for Mercy on Himself 
and on Zion. 


A Prayer of the Afflicted when he is faint and 
+pours out his complaint before the Lorp. 


YIOZa sO 


And let my cry for help 
come to You. Ps 39:12: 61:1 

2 Do not hide Your face from 
me in the day of my 
distress; 

RIncline Your ear to me; 
In the day when I call answer 
me quickly. Ps 69:17 © Ps 31:2 

3 For my days have been 
consumed in smoke, 

And my bones have been 
scorched like a hearth. 

4 My heart 8has been smitten 
like grass and has 
Rwithered away, 

Indeed, I forget to eat my 
bread. Ps 90:5, 6 © Ps 37:2; Is 40:7 


Y 99:9 100:14Or thank offering %* 100:1-5 
100:3 Some mss read His we are 3% 101:2-8 
101:2 Or way of integrity 101:6 Or way of integrity 
101:8 Or silence 102:1+Ps 142:2 2* 102:1-4 


10 


11 


13 


14 


15 


16 
17 


Wik 


19 
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Because of the loudness of my 
groaning 

My bones cling to my flesh. 

I resemble a 8pelican of the 
wilderness; 

I have become like an owl of 
the waste places. Is 34:11; Zep 2:14 

I 8lie awake, 

I have become like a lonely 
bird on a housetop. Ps 77:4 


My enemies have reproached 
me all day long; 

Those who deride me have 
used my name as a curse. 

For I have eaten ashes like 
bread 

And ®mingled my drink with 


weeping Ps 42:3; 80:5 
Because of Your indignation 
and Your wrath, 


For You have 8lifted me up and 
cast me away. Job 27:21; 30:22 

My days are like a 
Rlengthened shadow, 

And I 8wither away like 
grass. Job 14:2; Ps 109:23 Ps 102:4 


12 But You, O Lorp, ®abide 

forever, 

And Your name to all 
generations. Ps 9:7; 10:16; La 5:19 

You will 8arise and have 
Rcompassion on Zion; 

FOr it is time to be gracious to 

er, 

For the appointed time has 
come. Ps 12:5; 44:26 ¢ Is 60:10; Ze 1:12 

Surely Your servants find 
pleasure in her stones 

And feel pity for her dust. 

So the nations will fear the 
name of the LorpD 

And all the kings of the earth 
Your glory. 1 Ki 8:43; Ps 67:7 

For the Lorp has built up Zion; 

He has appeared in His glory. 

He has ®regarded the prayer 
of the Tdestitute 

And has not despised their 
prayer. Ne 1:6; Ps 22:24 Or naked 


18 This will be 8written for the 


generation to come, 

That a people yet to be 
created may praise the 
LORD. De 31:19; Ro 15:4; 1 Co 10:11 

For He looked down from His 
holy height; 


PSALM 103:4 


RFrom heaven the Lorp gazed 
upon the earth, Ps 33:13 
20 To hear the ®groaning of the 
prisoner, 
To set free those who were 
doomed to death, Ps 79:11 
21 That men may tell of the name 
of the Lorp in Zion 
And His praise in Jerusalem, 
22 When the peoples are 
gathered together, 
And the kingdoms, to serve 
the Lorp. 


23 He has weakened my strength 
in the way; 
He has shortened my days. 
24 I say, “O my God, do not take 
me away in the midst of my 


days, 
Your years are throughout all 
generations. Ps 39:13; Is 38:10 
25 “Of old You founded the earth, 
And the 8heavens are the 
work of Your hands. 
26 “TEven they will perish, but You 


endure; 

And all of them will wear out 
like a garment; 

Like clothing You will change 
them and they will be 
changed. Lit They themselves 

27 “But You are ‘the same, 

And Your years will not come 

to an end. Lit He 
28 “The children of Your servants 
will continue, 

And their descendants will be 
established before You.” 


Praise for the Lorp’s Mercies. 


¥10 


A Psalm of David. 


stk the Lorp, O my 
soul, 
And all that is within me, 
bless His holy name. 
2 Bless the Lorp, O my soul, 
And ®forget none of His 
benefits; De 6:12; 8:11 
3 Who pardons all your 
iniquities, 
Who heals all your diseases; 
4 Who ®redeems your life from 
the pit, 


YF 102:12 %% 102:18 2% 102:27-28 
Y% 103:1-5 


PSALM 103:5 


5 


6 


Who &crowns you with 
lovingkindness and 


compassion; Ps 49:15 » Ps 5:12 
Who satisfies your Fyears with 
good things, 


So that your youth is renewed 
like the eagle. 


The Lorb 8performs righteous 
deeds 

And judgments for all who are 
Roppressed. Ps 99:4; 146:7 


oy 7 He made known His ways to 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Moses, 

His acts to the sons of Israel. 

The Lorp is compassionate 
and gracious, 

Slow to anger and abounding 
in lovingkindness. 

He will not always strive 
with us, 

Nor will He keep His anger 
forever. Ps 30:5; Is 57:16 

He has ®not dealt with us 
according to our sins, 

Nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities. Ez 9:13; La 3:22 

For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, 

So great is His lovingkindness 
toward those who "fear 
Him. Ps 36:5; 57:10 

As far as the east is from the 
west, 

So far has He removed our 
transgressions from us. 

Just as a father has 
compassion on his children, 

So the Lorp has compassion 
on those who fear Him. 

For He Himself knows four 


rame; 
He is mindful that we are but 
Rdust. Is 29:16 © Ge 3:19; Ec 12:7 


As for man, his days are ®like 
grass; 

As a flower of the field, so he 
flourishes. — Ps 90:5; Is 40:6; 1 Pe 1:24 

When the wind has passed 
over it, it is no more, 

And its place acknowledges 
it no longer. Job 7:10; 8:18; 20:9 

But the lovingkindness of the 
Lorp is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who 
Ffear Him, 

And His righteousness to 
children’s children, Ps 25:6 
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18 To ®those who keep His 


covenant ; 
And remember His precepts 
to do them. De 7:9; Ps 25:10 


19 The Lorp has established His 
Rthrone in the heavens, 
And His Fsovereignty rules 
over all. Ps il:4 
20 Bless the Lorp, you His 
angels, 
RMighty in strength, who 
Rperform His word, 
Obeying the voice of His 
word! Ps 148:2 © Ps 29:1; 78:25 ¢ Ma 6:10 
21 Bless the Lorp, all you His 
hosts, 
You ®who serve Him, doing 
His will. Ps 104:4 
22 Bless the Lorp, all you works 
of His, 
In all places of His dominion; 
Bless the Lorp, O my soul! 


The Lorp’s Care over All His 


orks. 
10 4 RBless the Lorp, O my soul! 
O Lorp my God, You are 


very great; 
You are clothed with splendor 
and majesty, Ps 103:22 


2 Covering Yourself with ®light 
as with a cloak, 
RStretching out heaven like a 
tent curtain. Da 7:9 © Is 40:22 
3 FHe 8lays the beams of His 
upper chambers in the 
waters 
He Hanes the clouds His 
chariot; 
He walks upon the ®wings of 
the wind; Am 9:6 Is 19:1 « Ps 18:10 
4 He makes Fthe winds His 
messengers, 
FFlaming fire His ministers 


5 He 8established the earth 
upon its foundations, 
So that it will not Ftotter 
forever and ever. Job 38:4; Ps 24:2 
6 You ®covered it with the deep 
as with a garment; 


103:5 Or desire 2%* 103:7-22 103:11 Or revere 
103:14 I.e. what we are made of 103:17 Or revere 
103:19 Or kingdom 104:3 Lit The one who 

104:4 Or His angels, spirits 104:4 Or His ministers 
flames of fire 104:5 Or move out of place 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 
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The waters were standing 
above the mountains. 

At Your rebuke they fled, 

At the 8sound of Your thunder 
they hurried away. Ps 29:3; 77:18 

The mountains rose; the 
valleys sank down 

To the 8place which You 
established for them. _ ps33.7 

You set a boundary that they 
may not pass over, 

So that they will not return to 
cover the earth. 


Ge 1:2 


He sends forth 8springs in the 
valleys; 

They flow between the 
mountains; Ps 107:35; Is 41:18 

They ®give drink to every 
beast of the field; 

The ®wild donkeys quench 
their thirst. Ps 104:13 © Job 39:5 

Beside them the birds of the 
heavens ®dwell; 

They lift up their voices 
among the branches. Mas8:20 

He ®waters the mountains 
from His upper chambers; 

The earth is satisfied with the 
fruit of His works. Ps 65:9; 147:8 


He causes the grass to grow 
for the cattle, 

And ®vegetation for the labor 
of man, 

So that he may bring forth 
food from the earth, Ge 1.29 

And wine which makes 
man’s heart glad, 

So that he may make his face 
glisten with oil, 

And food which sustains 
man’s heart. Ju 9:13; Pr 31:6; Ec 10:19 

The trees of the Lorp ‘drink 
their fill, 

The cedars of Lebanon which 
He planted, Lit are satisfied 

Where the ®birds build their 


nests, 
And the ®stork, whose home is 
the fir trees. —_ Ps 104:12 » Le 11:19 


The high mountains are for 
the ®wild goats; 

The &cliffs are a refuge for the 
shephanim. Job 39:1 * Pr 30:26 

He made the moon ®for the 
seasons; 


20 


21 


ne 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


PSALM 104:32 


The ®sun knows the place of 
its setting. Ge 1:14 ¢ Ps 19:6 

You appoint darkness and it 
becomes night, 

In which all the beasts of the 
forest "prowl about. Lit creep 

The 8young lions roar after 
their prey 

And 8seek their food from 
God. Job 38:39 © Ps 145:15; Joel 1:20 

When the sun rises they 
withdraw 

And lie down in their dens. 

Man goes forth to his work 

And to his labor until 
evening. 


O Lorpb, how 8many are Your 
works! 

In wisdom You have made 
them all; 

The Rearth is full of Your 
Fpossessions. Ps 40:5 © Ps 65:9 

There is the sea, great and 
broad, 

In which are swarms without 
number, 

Animals both small and great. 

There the ships move along, 

And FLeviathan, which You 
have formed to sport in it. 


They all wait for You 

To give them their food in Fdue 
season. Ps 145:15 

You give to them, they gather 
it up; 

You open Your hand, they are 
satisfied with good. Ps 145.16 

You hide Your face, they are 
dismayed; 

You take away their spirit, 
they expire 

And return to their dust. 

You send forth Your FRSpirit, 
they are created; 

And You renew the face of the 
ground. Job 33:4; Eze 37:9 


Let the ®glory of the Lorp 
endure forever; 

Let the Lorpb ®be glad in His 
works; Ps 86:12; 111:10 # Ge 1:31 

He looks at the earth, and it 
Rtrembles; 


104:24 Or creatures 104:26 Or a sea monster 
104:27 Lit its appointed time 104:29 Or breath 
104:30 Or breath 


PSALM 104:33 


y* 33 


He touches the mountains, 

and they smoke. Hab 3:10 

I will sing to the Lorp as 

long as I live; 

I will sing praise to my God 
while I have my being. 


34 Let my meditation be 


35 


pleasing to Him; 

As for me, I shall ®be glad in 
the Lorp. Ps 19:14 « Ps 9:2 

Let sinners be Sconsumed 
from the earth 

And let the wicked be no 


more. 
RBless the Lorp, O my soul. 
Praise the Lorpb! Ps 59:13 « Ps 104:1 


The Lorp’s Wonderful Works in 
Behalf of Israel. 


10 


10 


Oh give thanks to the Lorpb, 
call upon His name; 
RMake known His deeds 
among the peoples. Ps 145:12 
Sing to Him, sing praises to 


Him; 

FSpeak of all His wonders. 

Glory in His holy name; 

Let the 8heart of those who 
seek the Lorp be glad. Ps 33:21 

Seek the Lorp and RHis 
strength; 

Seek His face continually. ps 63:2 

Remember His ®wonders 
which He has done, 

His marvels and the 
Rjudgments uttered by His 
mouth, Ps 40:5; 77:11 © Ps 119:13 

O seed of SAbraham, His 
servant, 

O sons of Jacob, His chosen 
ones! Ps 105:42 © Ps 135:4 

He is the Lorp our God; 

His ®judgments are in all the 
earth. 


Is 26:9 

He has remembered His 
covenant forever, 

The word which He 
commanded to a ®thousand 
generations, De 7:9 

The covenant which He made 


with Abraham, 

And His 8oath to Isaac. 
Then He ®confirmed it to 
Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel as an everlasting 
covenant, Ge 28:13-15 


Ge 26:3 
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11 


12 


13 


15 


16 


La 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22, 


23 


24 


25 


Saying, “8To you I will give the 
land of Canaan 
As the portion of your 
inheritance,” Ge 13:15; 15:18 
When they were only a few 
men in number, 
Very few, and strangers in it. 
And they wandered about 
from nation to nation, 
From one kingdom to another 
people. 
14 He Rpermitted no man to 
oppress them, 
And He reproved kings for 
their sakes: Ge 20:7; 35:5 
“RDo not touch My anointed 
ones, 
And do My prophets no 
harm.” Ge 26:11 


And He called for a famine 
upon the land; 

He ®broke the whole staff of 
bread. Le 26:26; Is 3:1; Eze 4:16 

He ®sent a man before them, 

Joseph, who was &sold as a 
slave. Ge 45:5 © Ge 37:28, 36; Ac 7:9 

They afflicted his feet with 
fetters, 

He himself was laid in irons; 

Until the time that his }word 
came to pass, 

The word of the Lorp ®tested 
him Ge 40:20, 21 ¢ Ps 66:10 

The Rking sent and released 
him, 

The ruler of peoples, and set 
him free. Ge 41:14 

He made him lord of his 
house 

And ruler over all his 
possessions, Ge 41:40-44 

To ‘imprison his princes Rat 
will, 

That he might teach his elders 
wisdom. Lit bind ¢ Ge 41:44 

Israel also came into Egypt; 

Thus Jacob sojourned in the 
land of Ham. Ge 46:6; Ac 7:15 

And He &caused His people to 
be very fruitful, 

And made them stronger than 
their adversaries. Ex 1:7,9 


He turned their heart to hate 
His people, 


% 104:33-34 105:2 Or Meditate on 
%* 105:14-15 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 
33 


34 


35 


36 


37 


38 


39 


40 
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To 8deal craftily with His 
servants. Ex 1:8; 4:21 ¢ Ex 1:10; Ac 7:19 

He sent Moses His servant, 

And ®Aaron, whom He had 
chosen. Ex 4:14; Nu 16:5; 17:5-8 

They 8performed His 
wondrous acts among 
them, 

And miracles in the land of 
Ham. Ps 78:43-51; 105:27-36 

He ®sent darkness and made 
it dark; 

And they did not rebel against 
His words. Ex 10:21, 22 

He turned their waters into 
blood 

And caused their fish to die. 

Their land swarmed with 


Rfrogs 
Even in the chambers of their 
kings. Ex 8:6 ¢ Ex 8:3 


He spoke, and there came a 
Rgwarm of flies 

And ®gnats in all their 
territory. Ex 8:21 Ex 8:16, 17 

He gave them hail for rain, 

And fiaming fire in their land. 

He 8struck down their vines 
also and their fig trees, 

And shattered the trees of 
their territory. Ps 78:47 

He spoke, and ®locusts came, 

And young locusts, even 
without number, Ex 10:12-15 

And ate up all vegetation in 
their land, 

And ate up the fruit of their 
ground. 

He also ®struck down all the 
firstborn in their land, 

The first fruits of all their 
vigor. Ex 12:29; 13:15; Ps 135:8; 136:10 


Then He brought them out 
with silver and gold, 

And among His tribes there 
was not one who stumbled. 

Egypt was ®glad when they 
departed, 

For fhe dread of them had 
fallen upon them. Ex 12:33 

He spread a cloud for a 
covering, 

And fire to illumine by night. 

TThey asked, and He brought 
quail, 

And satisfied them with the 
bread of heaven. Or One 


PSALM 106:7 


eye 41 He opened the rock and 
water flowed out; 
Tt ran in the dry places like a 
river. Or boulder ¢ Lit They went 
For He remembered His holy 


word 

With Abraham His servant; 

And He brought forth His 
people with joy, 

His chosen ones with a joyful 
Rshout. Ex 15:1; Ps 106:12 

He gave them also the lands of 
the nations, 

That they might take 
possession of the fruit of 
the peoples’ labor, _De6:10, 11 

So that they might ®keep His 
statutes 

And observe His laws, 

Praise the Lorp! 


42 
43 


44 


45 


De 4:1, 40 


Israel’s Rebelliousness and the 
Lorp’s Deliverances. 
yr] 0 Praise the Lorp! 
Oh give thanks to the 
Lorp, for He is good; 
For ®His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 1 Ch 16:34, 41 
2 Who can speak of the §mighty 
deeds of the Lorp, 
Or can show forth all His 
praise? Ps 145:4, 12; 150:2 
3 How blessed are those who 
keep justice, 
Who &practice righteousness 
at all times! Ps 15:2 


4 Remember me, O Lorp, in 
Your favor toward Your 
people; 

Visit me with Your salvation, 

5 That I may see the ®prosperity 
of Your chosen ones, 

That I may ®rejoice in the 
gladness of Your nation, 
That I may glory with Your 


Finheritance. Ps 1:3 ¢ Ps 118:15 
Ze 6 We have sinned like our 
fathers, 


We have committed iniquity, 
we have behaved wickedly. 
7 Our fathers in Egypt did not 
understand Your wonders; 
They ®did not remember Your 
abundant kindnesses, 


105:39 Or curtain 2* 105:41-45° ** 106:1-3 
106:51.e.people 3% 106:6-8 


SAN 


PSALM 106:8 


10 


Bt 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 
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But rebelled by the sea, at the 
FRed Sea. Ju 3:7; Ps 78:11, 42 

Nevertheless He saved them 
Rfor the sake of His name, 

That He might make His 
power known. © Eze 20:9 « Ex 9:16 

Thus He rebuked the 'Red Sea 
and it dried up, 

And He led them through the 
deeps, as through the 
wilderness. Ex 14:21; Is 51:10 

So He 8saved them from the 
hand of the one who hated 


them, 

And redeemed them from the 
hand of the enemy. Ex 14:30 

The waters covered their 
adversaries; 

Not one of them was left. 

Then they ®believed His 
words; 

They sang His praise. 


They quickly ®forgot His 


works; 

They 8did not wait for His 
counsel, Ex 15:24; 16:2; 17:2 ¢ Ps 107:11 

But 8craved intensely in the 
wilderness, 

And tempted God in the 
desert. Nu 11:4; Ps 78:18; 1 Co 10:6 

So He ®gave them their 
request, 

But sent a wasting disease 
among them. Nu 11:31; Ps 78:29 


Ex 14:31 


When they became 8envious 
of Moses in the camp, 

And of Aaron, the holy one of 
the Lorp, Nu 16:1-3 

The earth opened and 
swallowed up Dathan, 

And engulfed the company of 
Abiram. Nu 16:32; De 11:6 

And a ®fire blazed up in their 
Tcompany; 

The flame consumed the 
wicked. Nu 16:35 ¢ Or assembly, band 


They ®made a calf in Horeb 

And worshiped a molten 
image. Ex 32:4; De 9:8; Ac 7:41 

Thus they 8exchanged their 
glory 

For the image of an ox that 
eats grass. Je 2:11; Ro 1:23 

They ®forgot God their Savior, 

Who had done ®great things in 
Egypt, Ps 78:11; 106:7, 13 * De 10:21 


RWonders in the land of 
Ham 

And awesome things by the 
FRed Sea. Ps 105:27 

Therefore He said that He 
would destroy them, 

Had not Moses His chosen 
one stood in the breach 
before Him, 

To turn away His wrath from 
destroying them. 

Then they ®despised the 
Rpleasant land; 

They did not believe in His 
WOTG, Nu 14:31 ¢ De 8:7; Je 3:19; Eze 20:6 

But ®grumbled in their tents; 

They did not listen to the voice 
of the Lorp. Nu 14:2; De 1:27 

Therefore He swore to them 

That He would cast them 
down in the wilderness, 

And that He would 8cast their 
seed among the nations 

And &scatter them in the 
lands. De 4:27 © Le 26:33; Ps 44:11 


22 


23 


24 


25 
26 


27 


28 They 8joined themselves also 
to Baal-peor, 
And ate sacrifices offered to 
the dead. Nu 25:3; De 4:3; Ho 9:10 
Thus they provoked Him to 
anger with their deeds, 
And the plague broke out 
among them. Nu 25:4 
30 Then Phinehas ®stood up 
and interposed, 
And so the ®plague was 
stayed. Nu 25:7 © Nu 25:8 
31 And it was reckoned to him 
for righteousness, 
To all generations forever. 


32 They also provoked Him to 
wrath at the waters of 
FMeribah, 

So that it went hard with 
Moses on their account; 

33 Because they were rebellious 
against His Spirit, 

He spoke rashly with his lips. 


34 They did not destroy the 
peoples, 
As ®the Lorp commanded 
them, Ju 1:21, 27-36 « De 7:2, 16 


29 


106:7 Lit Sea of Reeds 106:9 Lit Sea of Reeds 
106:22 Lit Sea of Reeds 
strife 


X%* 106:30-31 106:32 Lit 


35 
36 
37 
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39 


40 
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43 


44 
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46 


47 
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‘But they mingled with the 
nations 

And learned their practices; 

And 8served their idols, 

RWhich became a snare to 
them. Ju 2:12 © De 7:16 

They even sacrificed their 
sons and their daughters to 
the kdemons, Le 17:7 

» And shed Rinnocent blood, 

The blood of their 8sons and 
their daughters, 

Whom they sacrificed to the 
idols of Canaan; 

And the land was polluted 
with the blood. Ps 94:21 « De 18:10 

Thus they became 8unclean in 
their ‘practices, 

And played the harlot in their 
deeds. Le 18:24; Eze 20:18 « Lit works 


Therefore the 8anger of the 
Lorp was kindled against 
His people 

And He abhorred His 
inheritance. Ju 2:14; Ps 78:59 

Then ®He gave them into the 
hand of the nations, 

And those who hated them 
ruled over them. Ju 2:14; Ne 9:27 

42 Their enemies also 
Roppressed them, 

And they were subdued under 
their power. Ju 4:3; 10:12 « Lit hand 

Many times He would "deliver 
them; 

They, however, were 
rebellious in their 
Rcounsel, 

And so 8sank down in their 
iniquity.  Ju2:16-18¢ Ps 81:12 « Ju 6:6 


Nevertheless He looked upon 
their distress 

When He heard their cry; 

And He remembered His 
covenant for their sake, 

And relented according to the 
greatness of His 
lovingkindness. Le 26:42; Ps 105:8 

He also made them objects of 
compassion 

In the presence of all their 
captors. 


Save us, O Lorp our God, 
And gather us from among 
the nations, 


PSALM 107:9 


To give thanks to Your holy 
name 

And glory in Your praise. 

48 Blessed be the Lorp, the God 

of Israel, 

From everlasting even to 
everlasting. 

And let all the people say, 
“Amen 


~ TPraise the Lorp! Or Hallelujah! 


BOOK 5 


The Lorp Delivers Men from 
Manifold Troubles. 
yF] O77" give thanks to the 
Lorp, for He is good, 
For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 
2 Let 8the redeemed of the Lorp 
say so, 
Whom He has redeemed 
from the hand of the 
adversary Is 35:9, 10; 62:12; 63:4 
3 And gathered from the lands, 
From the east and from the 


west, 
From the north and from the 
Tgouth. Lit sea 


4 They wandered in the 
wilderness in a desert 
region; 

They did not find a way to an 
inhabited &city. Ps 107:7, 36 

5. They were hungry ‘and 
thirsty; 

Their soul fainted within 
them. Lit also ¢ Ps 77:3 

6 Then they ®cried out to the 
Lorp in their trouble; 

He delivered them out of their 
distresses. Ps 50:15; 107:13, 19, 28 

7 He led them also by a straight 
way, 

To go to an inhabited city. 

8 Let them give thanks to the 
Lorp for His 
lovingkindness, 

And for His wonders to the 
sons of men! Ps 107:15, 21, 31 

9 For vi has satisfied the thirsty 
soul, 

And the hungry soul He has 
filled with what is good. 


YX 106:42-45 2% 107:1-9 


PSALM 107:10 


10 


11 
12 
13 
14 


15 


16 
17 
18 
we 
20 


21 


22 


23 


There were those who ®dwelt 
in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, 

Prisoners in misery and 
chains, Ps 143:3; Is 42:7; Mi 7:8; Lk 1:79 

Because they had rebelled 
against the words of God 

And spurned the ®counsel of 
the Most High. Ps 73:24 

Therefore He humbled their 
heart with labor; 

They stumbled and there was 
Rnone to help. Ps 22:11; 72:12 

Then they ®cried out to the 
Lorp in their trouble; 

He saved them out of their 
distresses. Ps 107:6 

He brought them out of 
darkness and the shadow of 
death 

And broke their bands apart. 

RLet them give thanks to the 
Lorp for His 
lovingkindness, 

And for His wonders to the 
sons of men! Ps 107:8, 21, 31 

For He has shattered gates of 
bronze 

And cut bars of iron asunder. 


Fools, because of their 
rebellious way, 

And because of their 
iniquities, were afflicted. 

Their soul abhorred all kinds 
of food, 

And they drew near to the 
Reates of death. Job 38:17; Ps 9:13 

19 Then they cried out to the 
Lorp in their trouble; 

He saved them out of their 
distresses. 

He sent His word and healed 
them, 

And delivered them from their 
Fdestructions. 

RLet them give thanks to the 
Lorp for His 
lovingkindness, 

And for His wonders to the 
sons of men! Ps 107:8, 15, 31 

Let them also offer sacrifices 
of thanksgiving, 

And tell of His works with 
joyful singing. 


Those who ®go down to the 
sea in ships, 
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24 


25 


26 


24 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


Who do business on great 
waters; Is 42:10; Jon 1:3 

They have seen the works of 
the Lorpb, 

And His wonders in the deep. 

For He ®spoke and raised up a 
Rstormy wind, 

Which lifted up the waves of 
the Sea. Ps 105:31, 34 Ps 148:8; Jon 1:4 

They rose up to the heavens, 
they went down to the 


depths; : 
Their soul melted away in 
their misery. Ps 22:14; 119:28 


They reeled and staggered 
like a drunken man, 

And Fwere at their wits’ end. 

Then they cried to the Lorp in 
their trouble, 

And He brought them out of 
their distresses. 

He caused the storm to be still, 

So that the waves ‘of the sea 
were hushed. Lit of it 

Then they were glad because 
they were quiet, 

So He guided them to their 
desired haven. 

RLet them give thanks to the 
Lorp for His 
lovingkindness, 

And for His wonders to the 
sons of men! Ps 107:8, 15, 21 

Let them extol Him also in 
the congregation of the 
people, 

And &praise Him at the seat of 
the elders. Ps 34:3; 99:5; Is 25:1 


He 'changes rivers into a 
Twilderness 

And springs of water into a 
thirsty ground; Or desert 

A fruitful land into a salt 
waste, 

Because of the wickedness of 
those who dwell in it. 

He ®changes a wilderness into 
a pool of water 

And a dry land into springs of 
water; Ps 105:41; 114:8; Is 35:6, 7; 41:18 

And there He makes the 
hungry to dwell, 

So that they may establish Ran 
inhabited city, Ps 107:4, 7 


Y 107:19-20 107:20 Or pits 107:27 Lit all their 
wisdom was swallowed up 107:33 Or turns 
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37 And sow fields and plant 
vineyards, 
And gather a fruitful harvest. 
38 Also He blesses them and they 
multiply greatly, 
And He 8does not let their 
cattle decrease. De 7:14 


39 When they are diminished 
and bowed down 
Through oppression, misery 
and Sorrow, 2 Ki 10:32; Eze 5:11; 29:15 
40 He pours contempt upon 
princes 
And makes them wander in a 
pathless waste. Job 12:21 
4] But He 8sets the needy 
securely on high away from 
affliction, 
And makes his families like a 
flock. 1 Sa 2:8; Ps 59:1; 113:7, 8 
42 The ®upright see it and are 


glad; 

But all unrighteousness shuts 
its mouth. Job 22:19; Ps 52:6 

43 Who is 8wise? Let him give 

heed to these things, 

And consider the 
Rlovingkindnesses of the 
LORD. Ps 64:9; Je 9:12; Ho 14:9 ¢ Ps 107:1 


God Praised and Supplicated to 
Give Victory. 


A Song, a Psalm of David. 


] 0 8 eae is steadfast, O 
od; 


I will sing, I will sing praises, 
even with my ‘soul. Lit glo 
2 Awake, harp and lyre; 
I will awaken the dawn! 
3 I will give thanks to You, O 
Lorb, among the peoples, 
And I will sing praises to You 
among the nations. 
4 For Your lovingkindness is 
great Rabove the heavens, 
roth gee truth reaches to the 
skie Ps 113:4 
5 RBe exntted O God, above the 
heavens, 
ra oe ee glory above all the 
rth. Ps 57:5 
6 RThat Your beloved may be 
delivered, 
Save with Your right hand, and 
answer me! Ps 60:5-12; 108:6-13 


PSALM 109:5 


7 God has’spoken in His 
Fholiness: 
“J will exult, I will portion out 
Shechem 
And measure out the valley of 
Succoth. 
8 “Gilead is Mine, Manasseh is 
Mine; 
Ephraim also is the helmet of 
My head; 
RJudah is My Fscepter. 
9 “Moab is My washbow]; 
Over Edom I shall throw My 
shoe; 
Over Philistia I will shout 
aloud.” 


10 Who will bring me into the 
besieged city? 
Who will lead me to Edom? 
11 Have not You Yourself, O God, 
Rrejected us? 
And will You not go forth with 
our armies, O God? Ps 44:9 
yw 12 Oh give us help against the 
adversary, 
For ®deliverance by man is in 
vain. Is 30:3 © Lit of 
13. Through God we will do 
valiantly, 
And it is He who shall tread 
down our adversaries. 


Ge 49:10 


Vengeance Invoked upon 
Adversaries. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


109 O ®God of my praise, 
Do not be silent! 

2 For they have opened the 
wicked and deceitful mouth 
against me; 

They have spoken against me 
with a ®lying tongue. Ps 120:2 

3 They have also surrounded me 
with words of hatred, 

And fought against me 
without cause. 

4 In return ®for my love they act 
as my accusers; 

But I am in prayer, Ps 38:20 

5 Thus they have repaid me evil 
for good 

And hatred for my love. 


De 10:21 


108:7 Or sanctuary 108:8 Or lawgiver 
XY 108:12-13 


PSALM 109:6 


6 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Appoint a wicked man over 


im, 

And let an 8accuser stand at 
his right hand. Ze 3:1 

When he is judged, let him 
Rcome forth guilty, 

And let his Sprayer become 
sin. Ps 1:5 ¢ Pr 28:9 

Let his days be few; 

Let another take his office. 

Let his 8children be fatherless 

And his wife a widow. © §£x22:24 

Let his children wander about 
and beg; 

And let them ®seek 
sustenance far from their 
ruined homes. Ps 37:25 

Let the creditor seize all that 
he has, 

And let strangers plunder the 
product of his labor. 

Let there be none to extend 
lovingkindness to him, 

Nor any to be gracious to his 
fatherless children.  £z 7:28; 9:9 

Let his posterity be cut off; 

In a following generation let 
their name be blotted out. 


Let the iniquity of his fathers 
be remembered ‘before the 
Lorb, 

And do not let the sin of his 
mother be blotted out. Lit to 

Let them be before the Lorp 
continually, 

That He may cut off their 
memory from the earth; 

Because he did not remember 
to show lovingkindness, 

But persecuted the afflicted 
and needy man, 

And the despondent in heart, 
to put them to death. ps 37:14 

He also loved cursing, so Rit 
came to him; 

And he did not delight in 
blessing, so it was far from 
him. Pr 14:14; Eze 35:9; Ma 7:2 

But he clothed himself with 
cursing as with his 
garment, 

And it entered into his body 
like water 

And like oil into his bones. 

Let it be to him as a garment 
with which he covers 
himself, 
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20 


21 
22 
23 


24 


7” 


26 
27 


28 


29 


y* 30 


31 


And for a belt with which he 
constantly girds himself. 
Let this be the reward of 
my accusers from the 
LorpD, 
And of those who ®speak evil 
against my soul. Ps 41:5; 71:10 


But You, O Gop, the Lord, deal 
kindly with me for Your 
name’s sake; 

Because ® Your lovingkindness 
is good, deliver me; Ps 69:16 

For 8] am afflicted and needy, 

And my heart is wounded 
within me. Ps 40:17; 86:1 

I am passing ®like a shadow 
when it lengthens; 

I am shaken off ®like the 
locust. Ps 102:11 ¢ Ex 10:19; Job 39:20 

My ®knees are weak from 
Rfasting, 

And my flesh has grown lean, 
without fatness. He 12:12 « Ps 35:13 

I also have become a 
Rreproach to them; 

When they see me, they wag 
their head. Ps 22:6 


RHelp me, O Lorp my God; 

Save me according to Your 
lovingkindness. Ps 119:86 

And let them ®know that this 
is Your hand; 

You, Lorp, have done it. Job 37:7 

RLet them curse, but You bless; 

When they arise, they shall be 
ashamed, 

But Your ®servant shall be 
glad. 2 Sa 16:11, 12 ¢ Is 65:14 

Let my accusers be clothed 
with dishonor, 

And let them cover 
themselves with their own 
shame as with a robe. 


With my mouth I will give 

thanks abundantly to the 

LORD; 

And in the midst of many I 
will praise Him. 

For He stands at the right 
hand of the needy, 

To save him from those who 

Rjudge his soul. Ps 37:33 


4 109:25-Ma 27:39 %* 109:30 
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The Lorp Gives Dominion to the 
King. 


A Psalm of David. 
ST l 10; “alee Lorp says to my 
“Sit at ere right hand 


Until I make Your enemies a 
footstool for Your feet.” 

2 The Lorp will stretch forth 
Your strong ®scepter from 
Zion, saying, 

“Rule in the midst of Your 
enemies.” Ps 45:6: Je 48:17; Eze 19:14 

3 Your people will volunteer 
freely in the day of Your 
power; 

In holy array, from the womb 
of the dawn, 

Your youth are to You as the 
Rdew. Ju 5:2; Ne 11:2 


RThe Lorp has sworn and will 
Rnot change His mind, 
“You are a priest forever 
According to the order of 


+' 


Melchizedek.” He 7:21 + Nu 23:19 
5 The Lord is 8at Your right 
hand; 


He will shatter kings in the 
day of His wrath. Ps 16:8; 109:31 
6 He will judge among the 
nations, 
He will fill them with corpses, 
He will shatter the chief men 
over a broad country. 
7 He will §drink from the brook 
by the wayside; 
Therefore He will ®lift up His 
head. Ju 7:5, 6 © Ps 27:6 


The Lorp Praised for His 
Goodness. 
l ] Praise the Lorp! 
I 8will give thanks to the 
Lorp with all my heart, 
In the company of the 
upright and in the 
assembly. Ps 35:18; 138:1 
2 ®Great are the works of the 


LORD; 
They are ®studied by all who 
delight in them. Ps 92:5 « Ps 143:5 
y* 3 ®Splendid and majestic is His 
work, 
And His righteousness 
endures forever. Ps 96:6; 145:5 


PSALM 112:4 


4 He has made His wonders to 
be remembered; 
The Lorp is gracious and 
compassionate. Le. wonderful acts 
5 He has ®given food to those 
who Ffear Him; 
He will remember His 
covenant forever. Ma 6:31-33 
6 He has made known to His 
people the power of His 
works, 
In giving them the heritage of 
the nations. 


7 The works of His hands are 
truth and justice; 

All His precepts are sure. 

8 They are upheld forever and 
ever; 

They are performed in truth 
and uprightness. Ps 19:9 

9 He has sent 8redemption to 
His people; 

He has ordained His covenant 
forever; 

RHoly and awesome is His 
name. Lk 1:68 ¢ Ps 99:3; Lk 1:49 

10 The Ffear of the Lorp is the 
beginning of wisdom; 

A good understanding have 
all those who do His 
commandments; 

His praise endures forever. 


Prog erity of the One Who Fears 


ORD. 
l ] Praise the Lorp! 
e How ®blessed is the 
man who fears the Lorp, 
Who greatly delights in His 
commandments. Ps 128:1 
2 His '®descendants will be 
mighty on earth; 
The generation of the upright 
will be blessed. Ps 102:28; 127:4 
3 Wealth and riches are in his 
house, 
And his righteousness 
endures forever. 
4 Light arises in the darkness 
Rfor the upright; 
He is gracious and 
compassionate and 
righteous. Job 11:17; Ps 97:11 


¥110:1-He 1:3 ¥110:4-He 6:20 2% 111:3-4 
111:5 Or revere 2% 111:10 111:10 Or reverence 
for %% 112:1-3 112:2 Lit seed 


aN 


PSALM 112:5 


yw 5 It is well with the man who ®is 
gracious and lends; 
He will maintain his cause in 
judgment. Ps 37:21 
6 For he will never be shaken; 
The righteous will be 
remembered forever. 


7 He will not fear Xevil tidings; 

His heart is steadfast, trusting 
in the Lorp. Pr 1:33 

8 His 8heart is upheld, he will 
not fear, 

Until he 2looks with 
satisfaction on his 
adversaries. He 13:9 « Ps 54:7; 59:10 

9 He has given freely to the 
poor, 

His righteousness endures 
forever; 

His ®horn will be exalted in 
honor. Ps 75:10; 89:17; 92:10; 148:14 


10 The 8wicked will see it and be 
vexed, 
He will gnash his teeth and 
Rmelt away; 
The desire of the wicked will 
perish. Ps 86:17 © Ps 58:7 


Pr 10:7 


The Lorp Exalts the Humble. 
ye] l Braise the Lorp! 
Praise, O servants of the 
Lorpb, 


Praise the name of the Lorpb. 
2 Blessed be the name of the 


LORD. 
From this time forth and 
forever. Ps 145:21; Da 2:20 


3 From the rising of the sun to 
its setting 
The name of the Lorp is to be 
praised. Ps 50:1; Is 59:19; Mal 1:11 
4 The Lorp is ®high above all 
nations; 
His glory is above the 
heavens. Ps 97:9; 99:2 


5 Who is like the Lorp our God, 
Who is enthroned on high, 
6 Who humbles Himself to 
behold 
The things that are in heaven 
and in the earth? 
7 He ®raises the poor from the 


dust 
And lifts the needy from the 
ash heap, 1 Sa 2:8; Ps 107:41 
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8 To make them 8sit with 


Tprinces, 
With the princes of His 
people. Job 36:7 ¢ Or nobles 


9 He. makes the barren woman 
abide in the house 
As a joyful mother of children. 
TPraise the Lorp! Or Hallelujah! 


pods Ne beste yd of Israel from 


TI 12 When Israel went forth 
Rfrom Egypt, 

The house of Jacob from a 
people of ®strange 
language, Ex 12:51; 13:3 ¢ Ps 81:5 

2 Judah became His sanctuary, 
Israel, SHis dominion. Ex 19:6 


3 The sea looked and fled; 
The Jordan turned back. 
4 The mountains skipped like 


rams, 
The hills, like lambs. 
5 What ails you, O sea, that you 
flee? 
O Jordan, that you turn back? 
6 O mountains, that you skip 
like rams? 
O hills, like lambs? 


7 Tremble, O earth, before the 
Lord, 
Before the God of Jacob, Ps 96:9 
8 Who Rturned the rock into a 
pool of water, 
The flint into a fountain of 
water. Ex 17:6; Nu 20:11; Ps 78:15; 105:41 


rial Idols Contrasted with 
he Lorb. 
1 l 5 RNot to us, O Lorn, not to 


But tb Your name give glory 
Because of Your 
lovingkindness, because of 
Your truth. Is 48:11; Eze 36:22 
2 Why should the nations say, 
“Where, now, is their God?” 
3 But our God i is in the 
heavens; 
He ®does whatever He 
pleases. Ps 103:19 * Ps 135:6; Da 4:35 
4 Their idols are silver and gold, 
The work of man’s hands. 
5 They have mouths, but they 
Rcannot speak; 


Y% 1125-8 Y%. 113:128)) 1113-729 


10 


11 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 
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They have eyes, but they 
cannot see; 

They have ears, but they 
cannot hear; © 

They have noses, but they 
cannot smell; 

TThey have hands, but they 
cannot feel; 

They have feet, but they 
cannot walk; 

They cannot make a sound 
with their throat. Lit Their hands 

Those who make them will 
become like them, 

Everyone who trusts in 
them. 


Je 10:5 


O ®Israel, 8trust in the Lorp; 

He is their help and their 
Shield. Ps 118:2; 135:19 « Ps 37:3; 62:8 

O house of ®Aaron, trust in the 


ORD; 
He is their help and their 
shield. Ps 118:3; 135:19 
You who F®fear the Lorp, trust 
in the Lorp; 
He is their help and their 
shield. Ps 22:23; 103:11; 135:20 
12 The Lorp ®has been mindful 
of us; He will bless us; 
ie plate the house of 
sra 
He will iat the house of 
Aaro Ps 98:3 
He will Rbless those who fear 
the Lorp, 
The small together with the 
great. Ps 103:11; 112:1; 128:1 
May the Lorpb ®give you 
increase, 
You and your children. 
May you be blessed of the 
LorD, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 


De 1:11 


The heavens are ®the heavens 
of the Lorpb, 

But ®the earth He has given to 
the sons of men. Ps 89:11 « Ps 8:6 

The dead do not praise the 
Lorp, 

Nor do any who go down into 
silence; Ps 6:5; 88:10-12; Is 38:18 

But as for us, we will ®bless 
the LorpD 

From this time forth and 
forever. 


Praise the Lorp! Ps 113:2; Da 2:20 


PSALM 116:15 


phan keen ie for Deliverance 
from Death 
l 6 RI love the Lorp, because 
He hears 
My voice and my 
supplications. Ps 18:1 
2 pagent He has inclined His 
ear 
Therefore T shall call upon 
Him as long as I live. 
3 The cords of death 
encompassed me 
And the terrors of Sheol came 
upon me; 
I found distress and sorrow. 
4 Then ®I called upon the name 


of the Lorpb: 
“O Lorp, I beseech You, save 
my life!” Ps 18:6; 118:5 
5 Gracious is the Lorp, and 
righteous; 
Yes, our God is 
compassionate. Ps 86:15; 103:8 
6 The Lorp preserves ®the 
simple; 
I was brought low, and He 
saved me. Ps 19:7; Pr 1:4 


7 Return to your rest, O my soul, 
For the Lorp has dealt 
bountifully with you. 
8 For You have rescued my soul 
from death, 
My eyes from tears, 
My feet from stumbling. 
9 I shall walk before the Lorp 
In the 8land of the living. Ps 27:13 
10 I ®believed when I said, 


“I am greatly afflicted.” 2.c0 4:13 
11 Isaid in my alarm, 
“RAII] men are liars.” Ps 62:9; Ro 3:4 


12 What shall I render to the 


ORD 
For all His ®benefits toward 
me? 2h 32:25; 1 Thess 3:9 « Ps 103:2 
13 I shall lift up the ®cup of 
salvation 
And &call upon the name of 
the Lorp. Ps 16:5 # Ps 80:18; 105:1 
14 I shall }pay my vows to the 
Lorp, 
Oh may it be in the presence 
of all His people. Ps 50:14; 116:18 
15 Precious in the sight of the 


LORD 
Is the death of His godly ones. 


115:11 Or revere 2% 115:12-18 115:13 Or revere 


PSALM 116:16 


16 O Lorp, surely I am Your 
servant, 
I am Your servant, the son of 
Your handmaid, 
You have loosed my bonds. 
17 To You I shall offer ®a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving, 
And &call upon the name of 
the LORD. Le 7:12; Ps 50:14 Ps 116:13 
18 I shall }pay my vows to the 
LorD, 
Oh may it be in the presence 
of all His people, Ps 116:14 
19 In the ®courts of the Lorp’s 
house, 
In the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lorp! Ps 92:13; 96:8; 135:2 


A Psalm of Praise. 


LD itstions, 


Laud Him, all peoples! — Ro 15:11 
2 For His 8lovingkindness Fis 
great toward us, 
And the truth of the Lorp is 
everlasting. 
Praise the Lorp! 


Thanksgiving for the Lorp’s 
Saving Goodness. 
1 Give thanks to the Lorp, for 
He is good; 
For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 
2 Oh let ®Israel say, 
“His lovingkindness is 
everlasting.” Ps 115:9 
3 Oh let the Shouse of Aaron say, 
“His lovingkindness is 


Ps 103:11 


everlasting.” Ps 115:10 
4 Oh let those 8who ¥fear the 
LorD say, 
“His lovingkindness is 
everlasting.” Ps 115:11 


bya 5 From my distress I called 
upon the Lorp; 
The Lorp answered me and 
set me in a large place. 
6 The Lorp is for me; I will not 
fear; 
What can man do to me? 
7 The Lorp is for me Samong 
those who help me; 
Therefore I will Slook with 
satisfaction on those who 
hate me. Ps 54:4 © Ps 54:7; 59:10 
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8 It is better to take refuge in 
the LorbD 
Than to trust in man. 
9 It is better to take refuge in 
the Lorp 
Than to trust in princes. Ps 146:3 


10 All nations ®surrounded me, 
In the name of the Lorp I will 
surely cut them off. Ps 3:6; 88:17 
11 They 8surrounded me, yes, 
they surrounded me; 
In the name of the Lorp I will 
surely cut them off. Ps 88:17 
12 They surrounded me ®like 
bees; 
They were extinguished as a 
fire of thorns; 
In the name of the Lorp I will 
surely cut them off. De 1:44 
13 You 8pushed me violently so 
that I was falling, 
But the Lorp helped me. Ps 140:4 
y* 14 ®The Lorp is my strength 
and song, 
And He has become my 
salvation. — Ex 15:2; Is 12:2 e Ps 27:1 


15 The sound of ®joyful shouting 
and salvation is in the tents 
of the righteous; 

The right hand of the Lorp 
does valiantly. Ps 68:3 

16 The 8right hand of the Lorp is 
exalted; 

The right hand of the Lorp 
does valiantly. — Ex 15:6; Ps 89:13 

17 I 8will not die, but live, 

And nae of the works of the 
Lor Ps 6:5; 116:8, 9; Hab 1:12 

18 ™The ore has disciplined me 
severely, 

But He has ®not given me over 
to death. Heb Yau Ps 86:13 


ge 19 ROpen to me the gates of 
righteousness; 
I shall enter through them, I 
Sha give thanks to 'the 
Is 26:2 © Heb YAH 
20 This. is tHe gate of the Lorp; 
The righteous will enter 
through it. 
21 I shall give thanks to You, 
for You have kanswered 
me, 


117:2 Lit prevails overus 118:4 Or revere 
Y 118:5-9 %* 11814417 %¥% 118:19-21 
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And You have ®become my 
Salvation. Ps 116:1;118:5 » Ps 118:14 


22 The stone which the builders 
rejected 
Has become the chief corner 


stone. 
23 This is Fthe Lorp’s doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 
yr 24 This is the day which the 
Lorp has made; 
Let us "rejoice and be glad in 
AC. Ps31:7 
25 O Lorp, ®do save, we beseech 
You; 
O Lorb, we beseech You, do 
send prosperity! Ps 106:47 
26 Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lorp; 
We have ®blessed you from 
the house of the Lorp. Ps 129:8 
27 ®The Lorp is God, and He has 
given us light; 
Bind the festival sacrifice with 
cords 'to the horns of the 
altar. 1 Ki 18:39 © Lit unto ¢ Ex 27:2 
yw 28 You are my God, and I give 
thanks to You; 
You are my God, I extol You. 
29 Give thanks to the Lorp, for 
He is good; 
For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 


Meditations and Prayers Relating 
to the Law of God. 


xX Aleph. 
II 


Ps 118:1 


How blessed are those 
whose way is 


FRplameless, 
Who walk in the law of the 
LorD. Ps 101:2, 6; Pr 11:20; 13:6 


2 How blessed are those who 
Robserve His testimonies, 
Who seek Him with all their 
heart. Ps 25:10; 99:7; 119:22, 168 
3 They also do no 
unrighteousness; 
They walk in His ways. 
4 You have ®ordained Your 
precepts, 
That we should keep them 
diligently. De 4:13; Ne 9:13 
5 Ohthat my ways may be 
established 
To keep Your statutes! 
6 Then I shall not be ashamed 


PSALM 119:21 


When I look Tupon all Your 
commandments. 
7 I shall ®give thanks to You 
with uprightness of heart, 
When I learn Your righteous 
judgments. Ps 119:62 
8 I shall keep Your statutes; 
Do not forsake me utterly! 


1. ~=—Beth. 


Wr 9 How can a young man keep 
his way pure? 
By ®keeping it according to 


Lit to 


Your word. 1 Ki 2:4; 8:25; 2 Ch 6:16 
10 With all my heart I have 
sought You; 


Do not let me wander from 
Your commandments. 
11 Your word I have treasured in 
my heart, 
That I may not sin against You. 
12 Blessed are You, O Lorp; 
Teach me Your statutes. 
13. With my lips I have told of 
All the 8ordinances of Your 
mouth. Ps 40:9 © Ps 119:72 
14 I have rejoiced in the way of 
Your testimonies, 
As much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on Your 
precepts 
And regard Your ways. 
16 I shall delight in Your 
statutes; 
I shall not forget Your word. 


1  Gimel. 


17 Deal bountifully with Your 
servant, 
That I may live and keep Your 
word. Ps 13:6; 116:7 
18 Open my eyes, that I may 
behold 
Wonderful things from Your 
law. 
19 Iam astranger in the earth; 
Do not hide Your 
commandments from me. 
20 My soul is crushed ®with 
longing 
After Your ordinances at all 
times. Ps 42:1, 2; 63:1; 84:2; 119:40, 131 
21 You ®rebuke the arrogant, the 
cursed, 


118:23 Lit from the Lorp %* 118:24-25 
3 118:28 %% 119:1-8 119:1 Lit complete; or 
having integrity °% 119:9-12 %% 119:15-16 


PSALM 119:22 


22 


23 


yr 


25 


26 


28 
29 


30 
31 


32 


ste 


34 


35 


Who wander from Your 
commandments. 

RTake away reproach and 
contempt from me, 

For I Sobserve Your 
testimonies. Ps 39:8; 119:39 « Ps 119:2 

Even though 8princes sit and 
talk against me, 

Your servant meditates on 
Your statutes. Ps 119:161 « Ps 119:15 

24 Your testimonies also are 

my delight; 
They are my counselors. 


=. Daleth. 


My 8soul cleaves to the 
dust; 
Revive me 8according to Your 
wor Ps 44:25 ¢ Ps 119:65 
I have told of my ways, 
and You have answered 


Ps 68:30 


me; 
Teach me Your statutes. 
27 Make me understand the 
way of Your precepts, 
So I will kmeditate on Your 
wonders. Ps 105:2; 145:5 
My soul ‘weeps because of 
grief; 
Strengthen me according to 
Your word. Ps 22:14; 107:26 
Remove the false way from 


me, 

And graciously grant me Your 
aw. 

I have chosen the faithful way; 

I have placed Your ordinances 
before me. 

I cling to Your testimonies; 

O Lorp, do not put me to 
shame! De 11:22 

I shall run the way of Your 
commandments, 

For You will Senlarge my 
heart. 1 Ki 4:29: Is 60:5; 2 Co 6:11, 13 


i, 37 He. 


33 ®Teach me, O Lorp, the way 
of Your statutes, 

And I shall observe it to the 
end. Ps 119:5, 12 

RGive me understanding, that I 
may observe Your law 

And keep it with all my 
heart. Ps 119:27, 73, 125, 144, 169 

Make me walk in the ®path of 
Your commandments, 

For I delight init. ps 25:4: 1s 40:14 
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36 
37 


38 


39 


40 


PA 


42 


44 


45 
46 


47 


48 


49 


Reeeet 


“cemih 
Y OY 


Incline my heart to Your 
testimonies 

And not to dishonest gain. 

Turn away my eyes from 
looking at vanity, 

And revive me in Your ways. 

REstablish Your word to Your 
servant, 

As that which produces 
reverence for You. 2 Sa 7:25 

Turn away my reproach which 
I dread, 

For Your ordinances are good. 

Behold, I long for Your 
precepts; 

Revive me through Your 
righteousness. 


1 Vav. 


May Your lovingkindnesses 
also come to me, O Lorp, 
Your salvation according to 
Your ‘word; Ps 119:77 
So I will have an 8answer for 
him who reproaches me, 
For I trust in Your word. pr27:11 
43 And do not take the word of 
truth utterly out of my 
mouth, 
For I 'wait for Your 
ordinances. 
So I will ®keep Your law 
continually, 
Forever and ever. Ps 119:33 
And I will ®walk at liberty, 
For I seek Your precepts. pr 4:12 
I will also speak of Your 
testimonies before kings 
And shall not be ashamed. 
I shall 8delight in Your 
commandments, 
Which I love. Ps 119:16 
And I shall lift up my hands to 
Your commandments, 
Which I 8love; 
And I will }meditate on Your 
Statutes. Ps 119:97, 127, 159 « Ps 119:15 


Pe AAV 


Remember the word to Your 
servant, 
TIn Setaon have made me 
Lit On 
50 Te is my ®comfort in my 
affliction, 


Ps 119:20 


4] 


Or hope in 


9:24 3* 119:27-30 3% 119:33-35 
9:41 3* 119:43-45 3* 119:50 
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That Your word has revived 
me. Job 6:10; Ro 15:4 
51 The arrogant 8utterly deride 


me 
Yet I do not turn aside from 
Your law. Job 30:1; Je 20:7 

52 I have 8remembered Your 
ordinances from Fof old, O 
Lorp, 

And comfort myself. 

53 Burning indignation has 
seized me because of the 
wicked, 

Who ®forsake Your law. _ Ps 89:30 

54 Your statutes are my songs 

In the house of my 
Rpilgrimage. Ge 47:9; Ps 119:19 
55 O Lorp, I 8remember Your 
name in the night, 
And keep Your law. 
56 This has become mine, 
That I 8observe Your 
precepts. Ps 119:22, 69, 100 


nm Heth. 


57 The Lorp is my ®portion; 
I have promised to ®keep Your 
words. Ps 16:5; La 3:24 « De 33:9 
58 I 8sought Your favor ®with all 
my heart; 
Be gracious to me according 
to Your word. 1Ki13:6« Ps 119:2 
59 I ®considered my ways 
And turned my feet to Your 
testimonies. Mk 14:72; Lk 15:17 
60 I hastened and did not delay 
To keep Your commandments. 
61 The ®cords of the wicked have 
encircled me, 
But I have not forgotten Your 
law. Job 36:8; Ps 140:5 
62 At Rmidnight I shall rise to 
give thanks to You 
Because of Your "righteous 
ordinances. Ps 119:55 © Ps 119:7 
63 Iam a companion of all 
those who ‘fear You, 
on ee tee: who keep Your 
Ps 101:6 * Or revere 
64 The earl is full of Your 
lovingkindness, O Lorp; 
Teach me Your statutes. Ps 33:5 


Ps 103:18 


Ps 63:6 


Teth. 
65 You have dealt well with Your 
servant, 


O Lorp, according to Your 
word. 


PSALM 119:79 


66 Teach me good ®discernment 
and knowledge, 
For I believe in Your 


commandments. Ph 1:9 
67 Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, 


But now I keep Your word. 
68 You are good and do good; 
RTeach me Your statutes. ps 19:12 
69 The arrogant fhave forged a 
lie against me; 
With all my heart I will 
observe Your precepts. 
70 Their heart is covered with 


fat, 
But I delight in Your law. 
71 It is good for me that I was 
afflicted, 
That I may learn Your statutes. 
72 The law of Your mouth is 
better to me 
Than thousands of gold and 
silver pieces. 


om YOan, 


y* 73 Your hands made me and 
Ffashioned me; 

RGive me understanding, that I 
may learn Your 
commandments. Ps 119:34 

74 May those who fear You ®see 
me and be glad, 

Because I wait for Your 
word. Ps 34:2; 35:27; 107:42 © Ps 119:43 

75 I know, O Lorp, that Your 
judgments are ®righteous, 

And that in faithfulness You 
have afflicted me. Ps 119:138 

cya 76 O may Your lovingkindness 
Tcomfort me, 

According to Your word to 
Your servant. Lit be for my comfort 

77 May Your compassion come to 
me that I may live, 

For Your law is my delight. 

78 May ®the arrogant be 
ashamed, for they subvert 
me with a lie; 

But I shall meditate on Your 
precepts. Je 50:32 ¢ Ps 119:86 

79 May those who "fear You turn 
to me, 

Even those who know Your 
testimonies. Or revere 


119:52 Or everlasting %* 119:63-68 119:69 Lit 
besmear me with lies 2* 119:73  119:73 Lit 
established 3% 119:76-77 


PSALM 119:80 


80 


81 


82 


83 


84 


85 


86 


87 


88 


May my heart be blameless in 
Your statutes, 
So that I will not be ashamed. 


Dino Wabi. 


My 8soul languishes for Your 
salvation; 

I wait for Your word. Ps 84:2 

My eyes fail with longing for 
Your word, 

TWhile I say, “When will You 
comfort me?” Lit Saying 

Though I have become like a 
wineskin in the smoke, 

I do not forget Your statutes. 

How many are the ®days of 
Your servant? 

When will You ®execute 
judgment on those who 
persecute me? Ps 39:4 Re 6:10 

The arrogant have dug pits for 
me, 

Men who are not in accord 
with Your law. 

All Your commandments are 
Rfaithful; 

They have persecuted me with 
a lie; help me! Ps 119:138 

They almost destroyed me on 
earth, 

But as for me, I 8did not 
forsake Your precepts. 1s 58:2 

Revive me according to Your 
lovingkindness, 

So that I may keep the 
testimony of Your mouth. 


% Lamedh. 


89 Forever, O Lorp, 


90 


oe 


92 


erie 


94 


Your word fis settled in 
heaven. 

Your ®faithfulness continues 
throughout all generations; 

You established the earth, and 
it stands. Ps 36:5; 89:1, 2 

They stand this day according 
to Your Rordinances, 

For Rall things are Your 
servants. Je 31:35; 33:25 ¢ Ps 104:2-4 

If Your law had not been my 
Rdelight, 

Then I would have perished in 

my affliction. Ps 119:16 

I will 8never forget Your 

precepts, 

For by them You have revived 
me. Ps 119:16, 83 

I am Yours, ®save me; 
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For I have 8sought Your 
precepts. Ps 119:146 © Ps 119:45 


95 The wicket Rwait for me to 


destroy me; 
I shall diligently consider Your 
testimonies. Ps 40:14; Is 32:7 


96 I have seen ‘a limit to all 


perfection; G 
Your commandment is 
exceedingly broad. Lit an end of 


m Mem. 


97 O how 1 ®love Your law! 


98 


99 


100 


101 


102 


103 


104 


105 


106 


107 


108 


It is my meditation all the 
day. Ps 119:47, 48, 127, 163, 165 

Your commandments make 
me wiser than my 
enemies, 

For they are ever mine. 

I have more insight than all 
my teachers, 

For Your testimonies are my 
Rmeditation. Ps 119:15 

I understand more than the 
aged, 

Because I have 8observed Your 
precepts. = Job 32:7-9 « Ps 119:22, 56 

I have restrained my feet from 
every evil way, 

That I may keep Your word. 

I have not 8turned aside from 
Your ordinances, 

For You Yourself have taught 
me. De 17:20; Jos 23:6; 1 Ki 15:5 

How sweet are Your words to 
my taste! 

Yes, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth! Ps 19:10; Pr 8:11; 24:13, 14 

From Your precepts I ®get 
understanding; 

Therefore I hate every false 
Way. Ps 119:130 ¢ Ps 119:128 


2 Nun. 


Your word is a 3lamp to my 
feet 

And a light to my path. 

I have 8sworn and I will 
confirm it, 

That I will keep Your alate 
ordinances. 

I am exceedingly afflicted: 

Revive me, O Lorp, according 
to Your word. 

O accept the ®freewill 


Pr 6:23 


% 119:89-90 119:89 Lit stands firm 2% 119-93 
%* 119:97-109 


109 


110 


111 


112 


113 


“yet 


115 


116 


117 


118 


119 


120 


121 


122 
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offerings of my mouth, O 
LorD, 

And teach me Your 
ordinances. Ho 14:2; He 13:15 

My life is continually Fin my 
hand, 

Yet I do not forget Your law. 

The wicked have laid a snare 
for me, 

Yet I have not ®§gone astray 
from Your precepts. Ps 119:10 

I have inherited Your 
testimonies forever, 

For they are the joy of my 
heart. De 33:4 « Ps 119:14, 162 

I have inclined my heart to 
perform Your statutes 

Forever, even to the end. 


© Samekh. 


I hate those who are double- 
minded, 

But I love Your ®law. Ps 119:47 

You are my hiding place 
and my &shield; 

I wait for Your word. Ps 84:9 

Depart from me, evildoers, 

That I may observe the 
commandments of my God. 

Sustain me according to Your 
word, that I may live; 

And do not let me be ashamed 
of my hope. 

Uphold me that I may be safe, 

That I may have regard for 
Your statutes continually. 

You have rejected all those 
Rwho wander from Your 
statutes, 

For their deceitfulness is 
Tuseless. Ps 119:10,21 ¢ Lit falsehood 

You have removed all the 
wicked of the earth like 
Rdross; 

Therefore I love Your 
testimonies. Is 1:22, 25; Eze 22:18, 19 

My flesh ®trembles for fear of 


You, 
And I am afraid of Your 
judgments. Job 4:14; Hab 3:16 


AVI 


I have ®done justice and 
righteousness; 

Do not leave me to my 
oppressors. 2 Sa 8:15; Job 29:14 

Be ®surety for Your servant for 
good; 


123 


124 


yw 125 


126 
127 


128 


129 


130 


131 


132 


133 


134 


135 


136 


PSALM 119:136 


Do not let the arrogant 
oppress me. Job 17:3; He 7:22 

My eyes fail with longing for 
Your salvation 

And for Your righteous word. 

Deal with Your servant 
according to Your 
lovingkindness 

And teach me Your statutes. 

RT am Your servant; ®give 
me understanding, 

That I may know Your. 
testimonies. Ps 116:16. Ps 119:27 

It is time for the Lorp to act, 

For they have broken Your law. 

Therefore I 83love Your 
commandments 

Above gold, yes, above fine 
gold. Ps 19:10; 119:47 

Therefore I esteem right all 
Your ®precepts concerning 
everything, 

I hate every false way. 


5 Pe. 


Your testimonies are 
Rwonderful; 

Agee ote my soul observes 

em. Ps 119:18 ¢ Ps 119:22 

The Runfolding of Your words 
gives light; 

It gives kunderstanding to the 
simple. Pr 6:23 Ps 19:7 

I opened my mouth wide and 
panted, 

For I longed for Your 
commandments. Ps 119:20 

Turn to me and be gracious to 


Ps 19:8 


me, 

After Your manner ‘with those 
who love Your name. Lit to 

Establish my ®footsteps in 
Your word, 

And do not let any iniquity 
have dominion over me. Ps 17:5 

RRedeem me from the 
oppression of man, 

That I may keep Your 
precepts. Ps 119:84; 142:6; Lk 1:74 

Make Your face shine upon 
Your servant, 

And teach me Your statutes. 

My eyes shed &streams of 
water, 

Because they do not keep Your 
law. Je 9:1, 18; 14:17; La 3:48 


119:109 Le. in danger 2 119:114 %% 119:125 


PSALM 119:137 


137 


138 


139 


140 


141 


142 


X§ — Tsadhe. 


Righteous are You, O Lorp, 

And upright are Your 
judgments. 

You have commanded Your 
testimonies in 
righteousness 

And exceeding faithfulness. 

My zeal has consumed me, 

Because my adversaries have 
forgotten Your words. 

Your 8word is very pure, 

Therefore Your servant loves 
it. Ps 12:6; 19:8 © Ps 119:47 

I am small and ®despised, 

Yet I do not ®forget Your 
precepts. Ps 22:6 © Ps 119:61 

Your righteousness is an 
everlasting righteousness, 

And Your law is truth. 


tne 143 Trouble and anguish have 


144 


145 


146 


147 


148 


149 


150 


151 


152 


Tcome upon me, 
Yet Your commandments are 
my ®delight. rit found me « Ps 119:24 
Your testimonies are 
righteous forever; 
RGive me understanding that I 
may live. Ps 19:9 ¢ Ps 119:27 


Pp  Qoph. 


I cried with all my heart; 
answer me, O Lorp! 

I will observe Your 
statutes. 

I cried to You; save me 

And I shall keep Your 
testimonies. Ps 3:7 

I rise before dawn and cry for 


help; 
I ‘wait for Your words. or hope in 
My eyes anticipate the ®night 
watches, 
That I may meditate on Your 
Tword. Ps 63:6 « Ps 119:15 * Or promise 
Hear my voice according to 
Your lovingkindness; 
RRevive me, O Lorp, 
according to Your 
ordinances. Ps 119:124 « Ps 119:25 
Those who follow after 
wickedness draw near; 
They are far from Your law. 
You are ®near, O Lorp, 
And all Your commandments 
are truth. Ps 34:18; 145:18; Is 50:8 
Of old I have known from Your 
testimonies 
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153 


154 


155 


156 


157 


158 


159 


160 


161 


162 
163 
164 


That You have founded them 
Rforever. Ps 119:89; Lk 21:33 


Fite WS) A 


Look upon my affliction and 
rescue me, 

For I do not forget Your law. 

RPlead my cause and redeem 
me; 

Revive me according to Your 
word. 1 Sa 24:15; Ps 35:1; Mi 7:9 

Salvation is 8far from the 
wickea, 

For they ®do not seek Your 
statutes. Job 5:4 © Ps 119:45, 94 

RGreat are Your mercies, O 
LorpD; 

Revive me according to Your 
ordinances. 2 Sa 24:14 

Many are my persecutors and 
my adversaries, 

Yet I do not 8turn aside from 
Your testimonies. Ps 119:51 

I behold the ®treacherous and 
Rloathe them, 

Because they do not keep Your 
word. Is 21:2; 24:16 © Ps 139:21 

Consider how I 8love Your 
precepts; 

Revive me, O Lorp, 
according to Your 
lovingkindness. Ps 119:47 

The sum of Your word is 
Rtruth, 

And every one of Your 
righteous ordinances is 
everlasting. Ps 139:17 Ps 119:142 

w Shin. 

Princes persecute me without 
cause, 

But my heart ®stands in awe 
of Your words. Ps 119:120 

I rejoice at Your word, 

As one who finds great spoil. 

I hate and despise falsehood, 

But I 82love Your law. Ps 119:47 

Seven times a day I praise You, 

Because of Your "righteous 
ordinances. Ps 119:7, 160 


yw 165 Those who love Your law 


166 


have ®great peace, 
And nothing causes them to 
stumble. Ps 37:11; Pr 3:2; Is 26:3; 32:17 
I hope for Your salvation, O 
Lorb, 


% 119:143-144 3* 119-165-169 
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~ And do Your 
commandments. 

167 My soul keeps Your 
testimonies, 

And I love them exceedingly. 

I ®keep Your precepts and Your 
testimonies, 

For all my ways are before 
You. Ps 119:22 


Slee Lay. 


Let my cry come before You, O 
Lorp; 

Give me understanding 
according to Your word. 

Let my ®supplication come 
before You; 

Deliver me according to Your 
word. Ps 28:2; 130:2; 140:6; 143:1 

171 Let my &lips utter praise, 

For You teach me Your 
statutes. Ps 51:15; 63:3 

Let my tongue sing of Your 
word, 

For all Your commandments 
are righteousness. Ps 51:14 

Let Your 8hand be ready to 
help me, 

For I have chosen Your 
precepts. Ps 37:24; 73:23 

I long for Your salvation, O 
Lorp, 

And Your law is my delight. 

Let my 8soul live that it may 
praise You, 

And let Your ordinances help 
me. Is 55:3 

I have gone astray like a lost 
sheep; seek Your servant, 

For I do ®not forget Your 
commandments. 


168 


169 


170 


172 
173 


174 


175 


176 


Ps 119:16 


Prayer for Deliverance from the 
Treacherous. 


A Song of }Ascents. 


l 20 In my trouble I cried to 
wx the Lorp, 
And He answered me. 

2 Deliver my soul, O Lorpb, from 
lying lips, 

From a deceitful tongue. 

3 What shall be given to you, 
and what more shall be 
done to you, 

You deceitful tongue? 
4 Sharp arrows of the warrior, 


PSALM 122:2 


With the burning coals of the 
broom tree. Ps 45:5; Pr 25:18; Is 5:28 
5 Woe is me, for I sojourn in 
Meshech, 
For I dwell among the tents 
of Kedar! Song 1:5 
6 Too long has my soul had its 
dwelling 
With those who hate peace. 
yw 71am Se peace, but when I 
speak, 
They are Rfor wal. Ps 109:4 « Ps 55:21 


The Lorp the Keeper of Israel. 


A Song of Ascents. 
Ve l 2 I will ®lift up my eyes to 
Rthe mountains; 
From where shall my help 

come? Ps 123:1; Is 40:26 ¢ Ps 87:1 
2 My help comes from the Lorp, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not 8allow your foot to 


slip; 
He who keeps you will not 
slumber. 1 Sa 2:9; Ps 66:9 


4 Behold, He who keeps Israel 
Will neither slumber nor sleep. 


5 The Lorp is your ®keeper; 
The Lorp is your shade on 
your right hand. Ps 91:4 
6 TOE sun will not smite you by 
ay, 
Nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lorp will protect you 
from all evil; 
He will keep your soul. 
8 The Lorp will '8guard your 
going out and your coming in 
RFrom this time forth and 
forever. De 28:6 © Ps 113:2; 115:18 


Prayer for the Peace of 
Jerusalem. 


A Song of Ascents, of David. 


red | 2 I was glad when they 


said to me, 
“Let us ®go to the house of the 
LORD.” Ps 42:4; Is 2:3; Mi 4:2; Ze 8:21 
2 Our feet are standing 
Within your ®gates, O 
Jerusalem, Ps 9:14; 87:2; 116:19; Je 7:2 


120:1+Ex 34:24; 1 Ki 12:27 2% 120:1-2 %%* 120:7 
Y 421:1-8 121:7 Or keep 121:8 Or keep 
Y% 122:1 


PSALM 122:3 


3 Jerusalem, that is ®built 

As a city that is compact 

together; Ps 48:13; 147:2 
4 To which the tribes ®go up, 

even the tribes of the 
Lorp— 

An ordinance for Israel— 

To give thanks to the name of 


the LorD. Ex 23:17; De 16:16; Ps 84:5 
5 For there 8thrones were set for 
judgment, 
The thrones of the house of 
David. De 17:8; 2 Ch 19:8; Ps 89:29 
vw 6 Pky for the Rpeace of 
Jerusalem: 


Saige they prosper who 8love 
Ps 29:11; Je 29:7 * Ps 102:14 
7 “May nace be within your 


Rwalls, Bae 
And prosperity within your 
palaces.” Ps 51:18; Is 62:6 


8 For the sake of my brothers 
and my friends, 
I will now say, “®May peace be 
within you.” 1 Sa 25:6; Jo 20:19 
9 For the sake of the house of 
the Lorp our God, 
I will seek your good. 


Prayer for the 
Lorp’s Help. 
A Song of Ascents. 
] 2 To You I 8lift up my eyes, 
O You who are enthroned in 
the heavens! Ps 121:1; 141:8 
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants 
look to the hand of their 
master, 
As the eyes of a maid 
to the hand of her 
mistress, 
So our eyes look to the Lorp 
our God, 
Until He is gracious to 
US. 


3 Be gracious to us, O Lorp, be 
gracious to us, 
For we are greatly filled with 
contempt. Ps 4:1; 51:1 
4 Our soul is greatly filled 
With the ®scoffing of those 
who are at ease, 
And with the contempt of the 
proud. Ne 2:19; Ps 79:4 
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Praise for Rescue from Enemies. 
A Song of Ascents, of David. 


12 mA | “RHad it not been the Lorp 
who was on our side,” 
Let Israel now Say, Ps 94:17 
2 “Had it not been the Lorp who 
was on our side 
When men rose up against us, 
3 Then they would have 
swallowed us alive, 
When their anger was kindled 
against us; 
4 Then the waters would have 
engulfed us, 
The stream would have 'swept 
over our soul; Or passed over 
5 Then the 8raging waters 
would have ‘swept over our 
soul.” Job 38:11 ¢ Or passed over 


6 Blessed be the Lorp, 

Who has not given us to be 
torn by their teeth. 

7 Our soul has escaped as a bird 
out of the ®snare of the 
trapper; 

The snare is broken and we 
have escaped. Ps 91:3; Ho 9:8 

8 Our help is in the name of the 
Lorb, 

Who made heaven and earth. 


The Lorp Surrounds 
His People. 


A Song of Ascents. 
ye] 2 Those who trust in the 
LorpD 
Are as Mount Zion, which 
Rcannot be moved but 
abides forever. Ps 46:5 
2 As the mountains surround 
Jerusalem, 
So ®the Lorpb surrounds His 
people 
RFrom this time forth and 
forever. Ze 2:5 Ps 121:8 
3 For the ®scepter of wickedness 
shall not rest upon the land 
of the righteous, 
So that the righteous will not 
put forth their hands to do 
wrong. Ps 89:22; Pr 22:8; Is 14:5 


4 ®Do good, O Lorp, to those 
who are good 


Y 22:3 37 129:6 3% 125:1-5 
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And to those who are upright 
in their hearts. Ps 119:68 
5 But as for those who turn 
aside to their crooked ways, 
The Lorp will lead them away 
with the doers of iniquity. 
Peace be upon Israel. 


Thanksgiving for Return from 
Captivity. 


A Song of Ascents. 


dl 2 When the Lorp 
Rbrought back the 
captive ones of Zion, 
We were like those who 
dream. Ps 85:1; Je 29:14; Ho 6:11 
2 Then our 8mouth was filled 
with laughter 
And our tongue with joyful 
shouting; 
Then they said among the 
nations, 
“The Lorp has done great 
things for them.” Job 8:21 
3 The Lorp has done great 
things for us; 
We are ®glad. Is 25:9: Zep 3:14 


4 Restore our captivity, O Lorp, 
As the ®streams in the 
South. Is 35:6; 43:19 

5 Those who sow in tears shall 
reap with joyful shouting. 

6 He who goes to and fro 
weeping, carrying his bag 
of seed, 

Shall indeed come again with 
a shout of joy, bringing his 
sheaves with him. 


Prosperity Comes 
from the Lorp. 


A Song of Ascents, of Solomon. 

] Se eee the Lorp 8builds 
ig the house, 
They labor in vain who build 

it; 
Unless the Lorp Reyards the 


city, 
The watchman keeps awake 


in vain. Ps 78:69 « Ps 121:4 
2 It is vain for you to rise up 
early, 


To retire late, 
To 8eat the bread of painful 
labors; 


For He gives to His ®beloved 
even in his sleep. Ge 3:17, 19 


3 Behold, children are a gift of 
the Lorpb, 
The ®fruit of the womb is a 
reward. De 7:13; 28:4; Is 13:18 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a 
Rwarrior, 
So are the children of one’s 
youth. Ps 112:2; 120:4 
5 How ®blessed is the man 
whose quiver is full of 
them; 
They will not be ashamed 
When they speak with their 
enemies in the gate. Ps 128:2,3 


Blessedness of the Fear of the 
Lorp. 


A Song of Ascents. 


yF] 2 How blessed is everyone 
who fears the Lorp, 
Who &walks in His ways. Ps 119:3 
2 When you shall Feat of the 
Ffruit of your hands, 
You will be happy and it will 
be well with you. Is 3:10 
3 Your wife shall be like.a 
Rfruitful vine 
Within your house, 
Your children like olive plants 


Around your table. Eze 19:10 
4 Behold, for thus shall the man 
be blessed 
Who fears the Lorp. 
5 The Lorp bless you from 
Zion, 


And may you see the 
prosperity of Jerusalem all 
the days of your life. Ps 134:3 
6 Indeed, may you see your 
children’s children. 
RPeace be upon Israel! ps 125:5 


Prayer for the Overthrow of 
Zion’s Enemies. 
A Song of Ascents. 

1 2 8) “Many times they have 
persecuted me from my 
youth up,” 

RLet Israel now say, Ps 124:1 


Y 126:1-6 %% 127:1-5° 3% 128:1-6 128:2 Lit 
labor 


PSALM 129:2 


2 “TMany times they have 
persecuted me from my 


youth up; 
Yet they have not prevailed 
against me. Lit Much 


3 “The plowers plowed upon my 


back; 
They lengthened their 
furrows.” 
4 The Lorp Bis righteous; 
He has cut in two the &cords of 
the wicked. Ps 119:137 Ps 140:5 


y* 5 May all who ®hate Zion 
Be ®put to shame and turned 
backward; — Mi 4:11 « Ps 70:3; 71:13 
6 Let them be like 8grass upon 
the housetops, 
eh withers before it grows 
2 Ki 19:26; Ps 37:2; Is 37:27 
7 With ‘which the reaper does 
not fill his "hand, 
Or the binder of sheaves his 
Rbosom; Lit palm « Ps 79:12 
8 Nor do those who pass by say, 
“The ®blessing of the Lorp be 


upon you; — 
We bless you in the name of 
the Lorpb.” Ru 2:4; Ps 118:26 


Hope in the Lorp’s Forgiving 


Love. 
ye] 3 Out of the ®depths I 
have cried to You, O 
LorD. Ps 42:7; 69:2; La 3:55 
2 Lord, hear my voice! 
Let Your ears be attentive 
To the voice of my 


A Song of Ascents. 


supplications. Ps 64:1; 119:149 
3 IfYou, Lorp, should mark 
iniquities, 


O Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with 


ou, 
That You may be feared. 


5 I wait for the Lorpb, my soul 
does wait, 
And in His word do I hope. 
6 My soul waits for the Lord 
More than the watchmen for 
the morning; 
Indeed, more than the 
watchmen for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the Lorp; 
For with the Lorp there is 
Rlovingkindness, 
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And with Him is abundant 
redemption. Ps 131:3 « Ps 86:5; 103:4 
8 And He will redeem Israel 
From all his iniquities. 


Childlike Trust in the Lorp. 
A Song of Ascents, of David, 


yx] 3 O Lorp, my heart is not 


Rproud, nor my eyes 
haughty; 
Nor do I involve myself in 
great matters, 
Or in things too difficult for 
Me. 2 Sa 22:28; Ps 101:5; Is 2:12; Zep 3:11 
2 Surely I have composed and 
quieted my soul; 
Like a weaned child rests 
against his mother, 
My soul is like a weaned child 
within me. Ps 62:1 
3 O Israel, Shope in the Lorp 
RFrom this time forth and 
forever. Ps 130:7 « Ps 113:2 


Prayer for the Lorp’s Blessing 
upon the Sanctuary. 


A Song of Ascents. 


l 3 2 Remember, O Lorpb, on 
David’s behalf, 
All 8his affliction; Ge 49:24; 2 sa 16:12 
2 How he swore to the Lorp 
And vowed to the Mighty One 
of Jacob, 
3 “Surely I will not enter kmy 
house, 
Nor lie on my bed; Job 21:28 
4 I will not §give sleep to my 
eyes 
Or slumber to my eyelids, pr6:4 
5 Until I find a place for the 
Lorp, 
A dwelling place for ®the 
Mighty One of Jacob.” ps 132:2 


6 Behold, we heard of it in 
REphrathah, 
We found it in the ®field of 
Jaar. Ge 35:19; 1 Sa 17:12 © 1Sa 7:1 
7 Let us go into His ®dwelling 
place; 
Let us worship at His 
footstool. Ps 43:3 ¢ Ps 5:7; 99:5 


Y 1295-8 % 1301-8 %4°131!123 
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We 8 RArise, O Lorp, to Your 
resting place, 
You and the ark of Your 
strength. Nu 10:35; 2 Ch 6:41; Ps 68:1 
9 Let Your priests be ®clothed 
with righteousness, 
And let Your ®godly ones sing 
fOr jOY. Job 29:14 « Ps 30:4; 132:16; 149:5 


10 For the sake of David Your 
servant, 
Do not turn away the face of 
Your Ranointed. Ps 2:2; 132:17 
11 The Lorp has sworn to David 
A truth from which He will 
not turn back: 
“Of the fruit of your body I will 
set upon your throne. 
12 “If your sons will keep My 
covenant 
And My testimony which I 
will teach them, 
Their sons also shall sit upon 
your throne forever.” 


13 For the Lorp has ®chosen 
Zion; 
He has 8desired it for His 
habitation. Ps 48:1, 2; 78:68 « Ps 68:16 
14 “This is My ®resting place 
forever; 
Here I will ®dwell, for I have 
desired it. Ps 132:8 + Ps 68:16; Ma 23:21 
15 “I will abundantly "bless her 
provision; 
I will 8satisfy her needy with 
brea Ps 147:14 © Ps 107:9 
16 “Her coviests also I will clothe 
with salvation, 
And her godly ones will sing 
aloud for joy. 2.ch6:41; Ps 132:9 
17 “There I will cause the 8horn of 
David to spring forth; 
I have prepared a lamp for 
Mine anointed. kze 29:21; Lk 1:69 
18 “His enemies I will 8clothe with 


shame, | 5 
But upon himself his crown 
shall shine.” Job 8:22; Ps 35:26; 109:29 


The Excellency of Brotherly 
Unity. 


A Song of Ascents, of David. 
l 3 So how good and 
wr how pleasant it is 
For ®brothers to dwell 
together in unity! Ge 13:8; He 13:1 


PSALM 135:6 


2 Itis like the precious oil upon 
the head, 
Coming down upon the beard, 
Even Aaron’s beard, 
Coming down upon the ®edge 
of his robes. Ex 28:33; 39:24 
3 Itis like the dew of Hermon 
Coming down upon the 
mountains of Zion; 
For there the Lorp 


commanded the blessing— 
life forever. Pr 19:12; Ho 14:5; Mi5:7 
Greetings of Night Watchers. 
A Song of Ascents. 
1 3 Behold, ®bless the Lorp, all 
servants of the Lorpb, 
Who serve by night in the 
house of the Lorp! Ps 103:21 
2 Lift up your hands to the 
sanctuary 
And bless the LorD. Ps 28:2: 1 Ti 2:8 
3 May the Lorp 8bless you from 
Zion, 
He who made heaven and 
earth Ps 128:5 © Ps 124:8 


Praise the ORD aveudersul 
Works. Vanity of 


l 3 5 RPraise aa Tees 
ba the name of the 


ae ‘Him, O ®servants of the 


LORD, Ps 113:1 ¢ Heb Yan e Ps 134:1 
2 You who and in the house of 
the Lor 
In the Reourts of the house of 
our God! Ps 92:13; 116:19 
3 Praise the Lorp, for the Lorp 
is good; 


RSing praises to His name, 
Rfor it is lovely. Ps 68:4 « Ps 147:1 
4 For the Lorp has ®chosen 
Jacob for Himself, 
Israel for His own 
possession. De 7:6; 10:15; Ps 105:6 


5 For I know that ®the Lorp is 
great 
And that our Lord is above 
all ZodS. Ps 48:1; 95:3; 145:3 « Ps 97:9 
6 RWhatever the Lorp pleases, 
He does, 
In heaven and in earth, in the 
seas and in all deeps. Ps 115:3 
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10 
11 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


He causes the vapors to 
ascend from the ends of the 
earth; 

Who makes lightnings for the 
rain 

Who brings forth the wind 
from His treasuries. 


He smote the firstborn of 


gypt, 
Both of man and beast. 
He sent signs and wonders 
into your midst, O Egypt, 
Upon ®Pharaoh and all his 


servants. _ Ps 136:15 
He ®smote many nations 
And slew mighty kings, _ Ps 44:2 


RSihon, king of the Amorites, 

And Og, king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of 
Canaan; Nu 21:21-26; De 29:7 

And He 8gave their land as a 
heritage, 

A heritage to Israel His 
people. De 29:8; Ps 78:55; 136:21, 22 

Your name, O Lorp, is 
everlasting, 

Your remembrance, O Lorp, 
throughout all generations. 

For the Lorp will §judge His 
people 

And will have compassion on 
His servants. De 32:36; Ps 50:4 

The idols of the nations are 
but silver and gold, 

The work of man’s hands. 

They have mouths, but they do 
not speak; 

They ne eyes, but they do 
not se 

They have ears, but they do 
not hear, 

Nor is there any breath at all 
in their mouths. 

Those who make them will be 
like them, 

Yes, everyone who trusts in 
them. 


O house of FIsrael, bless the 
LORD; 

O house of Aaron, bless the 

ORD; Ps 115:9 

O house of Levi, bless the 
LORD; 

You ®who Frevere the Lorp, 
bless the Lorp. Ps 118:4 

Blessed be the Lorp ®from 
Zion, 
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Who dwells in Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lorp! Ps 128:5; 134:3 


thanks for the Lorp’s Goodness 
to Israel. 


#13 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


Give thanks to the 

Lorp, for He is good, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 

Give thanks to the 8God of 


gods, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. De 10:17 

Give thanks to the 8Lord of 
lords, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. De 10:17 

To Him who alone does great 
Twonders, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; Le. wonderful acts 

To Him who ®made the 
heavens with skill, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; el: 

To Him who spread out the. 
earth above the waters, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; 

To Him who made the great 
lights, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting: Ge 1:14-18; Ps 74:16 

The ®sun to rule "by day, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Ge 1:16¢ Orover the 

The moon and stars to rule 
Thy night, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. Ge 1:16 ¢ Or over the 


To Him who ®smote the 
Egyptians in their firstborn, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Ex 12:29; Ps 78:51; 135:8 

And ®brought Israel out from 
their midst, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Ex 12:51; 13:3; Ps 105:43 

With a strong hand and an 
outstretched arm, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 

To Him who &divided the Red 
Sea asunder, 


135:20 Lit fear 2* 136:1-26 
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For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Ex 14:21; Ps 66:6; 78:13 

And ®made Israel pass 
through the midst of it, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; Ex 14:22: Ps 106:9 

But ®He overthrew Pharaoh 
and his army in the Red 
Sea, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. Ex 14:27: Ps 78:53; 106:11 

To Him who led His people 
through the wilderness, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; 

To Him who ®smote great 
kings, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Ps 135:10-12; 136:17-22 

And ®slew 'mighty kings, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting: De 29:7 « Lit majestic 

RSihon, king of the Amorites, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Nu 21:21-24 

And 80g, king of Bashan, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Nu 21:33-35 

And ®gave their land as a 
heritage, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Jos 12:1 

Even a heritage to Israel His 
Rservant, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. Ps 105:6; Is 41:8; 44:1; 45:4 


Who fremembered us in our 
low estate, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, Ps 9:12; 103:14; 106:45 

And has rescued us from our 
adversaries, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; Ju 6:9; Ne 9:28; Ps 107:2 

Who &gives food to all flesh, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. Ps 104:27; 145:15 

Give thanks to the God of 
heaven, 

For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 


An Experience of the Captivity. 
1 37 By the rivers of Babylon, 


There we sat down and 
wept, 
When we remembered Zion. 


fen 


PSALM 138:3 


2 Upon the "willows in the 
midst of it 
We hung our harps. 
3 For there our captors 
Rdemanded of us songs, 
And 8our tormentors mirth, 
saying, 
“Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion.” Ps 80:6 © Is 49:17 


4 How can we sing ®the Lorp’s 
song 
In a foreign land? 2 ch 29:27; Ne 12:46 
5 If 1 ®forget you, O Jerusalem, 
May my right hand "forget her 
skill. Is 65:11 ¢ I.e. become lame 
6 May my tongue cling to the 
roof of my mouth 
If I do not remember you, 
If I do not ®exalt Jerusalem 
Above my chief joy. Ne 2:3 


7 Remember, O Lorp, against 
the sons of Edom 
The day of Jerusalem, 
Who said, “Raze it, raze it 
To its very foundation.” 
8 O daughter of Babylon, you 
devastated one, 
How blessed will be the one 
who repays you 
With the recompense with 
which you have repaid us. 
9 How blessed will be the one 
who seizes and dashes your 
little ones 
Against the rock. 


Or poplars 


Thanksgiving for the Lorp’s 
Favor. 


A Psalm of David. 


] 3 § RT will give You thanks with 


all my heart 

I will sing praises to You 

before the gods. Ps 111:1 
2 I will bow down ®toward Your 
holy temple 

And &give thanks to Your 
name for Your 
lovingkindness and Your 
truth; 

For You have magnified Your 
word according to all Your 
name. 1 Ki 8:29; Ps 5:7; 28:2 ¢ Ps 140:13 

3 On the day I ®called, You 
answered me; 


3% 138:3 


PSALM 138:4 


You made me bold with 
strength in my soul. Ps 118:5 


4 All the kings of the earth will 
give thanks to You, O Lorp, 
When they have heard the 
words of Your mouth. 
5 And they will 8sing of the 
ways of the Lorb, 
For ®great is the glory of the 
Lorp. Ps 145:7 © Ps 21:5 
6 For 8though the Lorp is 
exalted, 
Yet He regards the lowly, 
But the haughty He knows 
from afar. Ps 1134-7 Ps 40:4; 101:5 


7 Though I 8walk in the midst of 
trouble, You will revive me; 
You will stretch forth Your 
hand against the wrath of 
my enemies, 
And Your right hand will save 
me Ps 23:4; 143:11 © Ps 20:6; 60:5 
8 The Lorp will Raccomplish 
what concerns me; 
Your Rlovingkindness, O Lorp, 
is everlasting; 
Do not forsake the works of 
Your hands. Ps 57:2; Ph 1:6 « Ps 136:1 


God’s Omnipresence and 
Omniscience. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


l 3 O Lorp, You have searched 
me and known me. 
2 You 8know 'when I sit down 
and when I rise up; 
You understand my thought 
from afar. 2Ki 19:27 « Lit my sitting 
3 You ®scrutinize my path and 
my lying down, 
And are intimately acquainted 
with all my ways. Job 14:16; 31:4 
4 TEven before there is a word 
on my tongue, 
Behold, O Lorp, You ®know it 
all. Lit For there is not ¢ He 4:13 
5 You have enclosed me behind 
and before, 
And laid Your hand upon me. 
6 Such ®knowledge is ®too 
wonderful for me; 
It is too high, I cannot attain 
to it. Ro 11:33 ¢ Job 42:3 


7 ®Where can I go from Your 
Spirit? 
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Or where can I fiee from Your 


presence? Je 23:24 
8 If I ascend to heaven, You are 
' there; 


If I make my bed in Sheol, 
behold, You are there. 
9 IfI take the wings of the 


dawn, 
If I dwell i in the remotest part 
of the sea, - 
10 Even there Your hand will 
Rlead me, 
And Your right hand will lay 
hold of me. Ps 23:2, 3 


11 IfIsay, “Surely the Sdarkness 
will overwhelm me, 
And the light around me will 
be night,” Job 22:13 
12 Even the 8darkness is not 
dark to You, 
And the night is as bright as 
the day. 
RDarkness and light are alike 
to You. Job 34:22: Da 2:22 © 1Jo1:5 


13 For You formed my inward 
parts; 
You ®wove me in my mother’s 
womb. Ps 119:73; Is 44:24 Job 10:11 
14 IJ will give thanks to You, for FI 
am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 
RWonderful are Your works, 
And my soul knows it very 
well. Ps 40:5 
15 My frame was not hidden 
from You, 
When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the 
Rdepths of the earth; ps 63:9 
16 Your ®eyes have seen my 
unformed substance; 
And in ®Your book were all 
written 
The days that were ordained 
for me, 
When as yet there was not one 
of them. Job 10:8-10; Ec 11:5 » Ps 56:8 


17 How precious also are Your 
thoughts to me, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I should count them, they 
would outnumber the sand. 
When 8] awake, I am still with 
You. Ps 40:5 @ Ps 3:5 


% 138:6-8 139:14 Some ancient versions read 
You are fearfully wonderful 


> 
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19 O that You would &slay the 
wicked, O God; 
Depart from me, therefore, 
men of bloodshed. Is 11:4 
20 For they 8speak Tagainst You 
wickedly, 
And Your enemies take Your 
name in vain. Jude 15 ¢ Or of 
21 Dol not hate those who hate 
You, O Lorp? 
And do I not loathe those who 
rise up against You? 
22 I hate them with the utmost 


hatred; 
They have become my 
enemies. 
23 RSearch me, O God, and know 
my heart; 
Try me and know my anxious 
thoughts; Job 31:6; Ps 26:2 
24 And see if there be any hurtful 
way in me, 
And lead me in the 
Reverlasting way. Ps 16:11 


Prayer for Protection against the 
Wicked. 


For the choir director. A Psalm of David. 


l 40 RRescue me, O Lorp, from 


evil men; 
Preserve me from violent 
men Ps 18:48; 86:14; 140:11 


2 Who devise evil things in their 


hearts; 
They ®continually stir up 
wars. Ps 56:6 
3 They sharpen their tongues as 
a serpent; 
Poison of a viper is under 
their lips. Selah. 


4 RKeep me, O Lorp, from the 
hands of the wicked; 
RPreserve me from violent 
men 
Who wae purposed to ‘trip up 
my fee Ps 71:4 © Ps 140:1 
5 The Rest have hidden a trap 
for me, and cords; 
They have spread a net by the 
wayside; 
They have set snares for me. 
Selah. 


6 I said to the Lorp, “You are 
my God; 


Give ear, O Lorp, to the voice 
of my supplications. 
7 “O Gop the Lord, the strength 
of my salvation, 
You have ®covered my head in 
the day of battle. Ps 144:10 
8 “Do not grant, O Lorp, the 
desires of the wicked; 
Do not promote his evil 
device, that they not be 
exalted. Selah. 


9 “As for the head of those who 
surround me, 
May the ®mischief of their lips 


cover them. Ps 7:16; Pr 18:7 
10 “May ®burning coals fall upon 
them; 


May they be cast into the fire, 
Into deep pits from which they 
Rcannot rise. Ps 11:6 © Ps 36:12 
11 “May a slanderer not be 
established in the earth; 
RMay evil hunt the violent 
man Fspeedily.” Ps 34:21 


12 I know that the Lorp will 
maintain the cause of the 
afflicted 

And justice for the poor. 

13 Surely the ®righteous will give 
thanks to Your name; 

The upright will dwell in Your 
presence. Ps 97:12 


An Evening Prayer for 
Sanctification and Protection. 


A Psalm of David. 


yx] 4 O Lorp, I call upon You; 
Rhasten to me! 
Give ear to my voice when I 
call to You! Ps 22:19; 38:22; 70:5 
2 May my prayer be counted as 
incense before You; 
The &lifting up of my hands as 
the evening offering. 17:2: 
3 Set a guard, O Lorp, over my 
mouth; 
Keep watch over the door of 
my lips. — Ps 34:13; 39:1; Pr 13:3; 21:23 
4 RDo not incline my heart to 
any evil thing, 
To practice deeds ‘of 
wickedness 
With men who do iniquity; 


140:4 Lit push violently 140:11 Lit thrust upon 
thrust %% 141:1-3 


PSALM 141:5 


And ®do not let me eat of their 
delicacies. Ps 119:36 « Lit ine Pr 23:6 


5 Let the righteous smite me in 
kindness and reprove me; 
It is oil upon the head; 
Do not let my head refuse it, 
For still my prayer is against 
their wicked deeds. 

6 Their judges are §thrown 
down by the sides of the 
rock, 

And they hear my words, for 
they are pleasant. 2 Ch 25:12 

7 As when one ®plows and 
breaks open the earth, 

Our 8bones have been 
scattered at the mouth of 
Sheol. Ps 129:3 ¢ Ps 53:5 


8 For my eyes are toward You, O 
Gop, the Lord; 
In You | take refuge; ®do not 
leave me defenseless. Ps 27:9 
9 Keep me from the jaws of the 
trap which they have set for 


me, 
And from the ®snares of those 
who do iniquity. Ps 140:5 
10 Let the wicked fall into their 
own nets, 
While I pass by ®safely. — Ps 124:7 


Prayer for Help in Trouble. 


+Maskil of David, when he was ‘in the cave. 
A Prayer. 


yF] 4 2) cry aloud with my 
voice to the Lorp; 
I kmake supplication with my 
voice to the LORD. Ps 77:1 « Ps 30:8 
2 I®pour out my complaint 
before Him; 
I declare my ®trouble before 
Him. Ps 102: title » Ps 77:2 
3 When my spirit ?was 
overwhelmed within me, 
You knew my path. 
In the way where I walk 
They have ®hidden a trap for 
Me. Ps 77:3; 143:4 ¢ Lit fainted « Ps 140:5 
4 Look to the right and see; 
For there is no one who 
regards me; 
There is no escape for me; 
No one cares for my soul. 


w* 5 I cried out to You, O Lorp; 
I said, “You are ®my refuge, 
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My 8portion in the land of the 
living. Ps 91:2, 9 © Ps 16:5; 73:26 
6 “RGive heed to my cry, 
For Iam 8brought very low; 
Deliver me from my 
persecutors, 
For they are too ®strong for 
me. Ps 17:1 ¢ Ps 79:8; 116:6 ¢ Ps 18:17 
7 “8Bring my soul out of prison, 
So that I may give thanks to 
Your name; 
The righteous will surround 


me, 
For You will 8deal bountifully 
with me.” Ps 143:11; 146:7 « Ps 13:6 


Prayer for Deliverance and 
Guidance. 


A Psalm of David. 


Hear my prayer, O Lorpb, 
RGive ear to my 
supplications! 

Answer me in Your 
Rfaithfulness, in Your 
righteousness! Ps 140:6 « Ps 89:1, 2 

2 And 8do not enter into 

judgment with Your servant, 
For in Your sight no man living 
is righteous. Job 14:3; 22:4 
3. For the enemy has persecuted 
my soul; 

He has crushed my life ®to the 
ground; 

He has made me dwell in dark 
places, like those who have 
long been dead. Ps 44:25 

4 Therefore ®my spirit Tis 
overwhelmed within me; 

My heart is FRappalled within 
me. Ps 77:3; 142:3 ¢ Lit faints ¢ La 3:11 


5 I 8remember the days of old; 
I meditate on all Your doings; 
I kmuse on the work of Your 
hands. Ps 77:5, 10, 11 ¢ Ps 105:2 
6 I stretch out my hands to You; 
My soul longs for You, as a 
parched land. Selah. 


7 Answer me quickly, O Lorp, 
my spirit fails; 
Do not hide Your face from me, 
Or I will become like those 
who go down to the pit. 


142:1;Possibly Contemplative, or Didactic, or 
Skillful Psalm | *1 Sa 22:1;24:3 3% 142:1-2 
Y% 142:5-7 3* 143:4-8 143:4 Or desolate 
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8 Let me hear Your 
lovingkindness in the 
morning; 

For I trust in You; 

Teach me the way in which I 
should walk; 

For to You I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me, O Lorpb, from my 
enemies; 

I take refuge in You. © Ps 31:15; 59:1 


10 ®Teach me to do Your will, 
For You are my God; 
Let Your good Spirit lead me 
on level ground. Ps 25:4, 5: 119:12 
11 ®For the sake of Your name, O 
Lorp, revive me. 
In Your righteousness bring 
my soul out of trouble. ps 25:11 
12 And in Your lovingkindness, 
Rcut off my enemies 
And destroy all those who 
afflict my soul, 


For I am Your servant. Ps 54:5 
Prayer for Rescue and 
Prosperity. 

A Psalm of David. 
l 4 pivsrrd be the Lorp, my 
rock 


Who trains my hands for war, 
And my fingers for battle; ps 18:2 
2 My lovingkindness and my 
fortress, 
My &stronghold and my 
deliverer, 
My shield and He in whom I 
take refuge, 
Who subdues my people 
under me. Ps 18:2; 91:2 ¢ Ps 59:9 
3 O Lorp, ®what is man, that You 
take knowledge of him? 
Or the son of man, that You 
think of him? Job 7:17; Ps 8:4; He 2:6 
4 Man is like a mere breath; 
His days are like a passing 
shadow. Job 8:9; 14:2; Ps 102:11; 109:23 


7 5 RBow Your heavens, O Lorn, 
and ®come down; 
Touch the mountains, that 
they may smoke. Ps 18:9 « Is 64:1 
6 Flash forth 8lightning and 
scatter them; 
Send out Your arrows and 
confuse them. Ps 18:14 
7 Stretch forth Your hand from 
n high; 


PSALM 145:3 


Rescue me and deliver me out 
of great waters, 
Out of the hand of aliens 
8 Whose mouths speak deceit, 
And whose right hand is a 
right hand of falsehood. 


9 I ns sing a new song to You, 


od, 
Upon a &harp of ten strings I 
will sing praises to You, Ps 33:2 
10 Who gives salvation to kings, 
Who rescues David His 
servant from the evil sword. 
11 Rescue me and deliver me out 
of the hand of aliens, 
Whose mouth speaks deceit 
And whose right hand is a 
right hand of falsehood. 


wv 12 Let our sons in their youth 
be as 8grown-up plants, 

And our daughters as ®corner 
pillars fashioned as for a 
palace; Ps 92:12-14; 128:3 « Song 4:4; 7:4 

13 Let our garners be full, 
furnishing every kind of 
produce, 

And our flocks bring forth 
thousands and ten 
thousands in our fields; 

14 Let our ®cattle bear 
Saat Rmishap and without 
Oss, 

Let there be no outcry in our 

streets! Pr 14:4 © 2 Ki 25:10, 11 
15 How blessed are the people 
who are So situated; 

How blessed are the people 
whose God is the Lorp! 


The Lorp Extolled for His 
Goodness. 


A Psalm of Praise, of David. 


] 4 5} will Rec my 
y~ God, O King, 
And I will bless Your name 
forever and ever. Ps 30:1; 66:17 
2 Every day I will bless You, 
And I will 8praise Your name 
forever and ever. Ps 71:6 
3 Great is the Lorp, and highly 
to be praised, 
And His greatness is 
unsearchable. Ps 48:1; 86:10; 147:5 
YX 143:10-11. 9% 1445 144:12-15 
Y 145:1-4 


PSALM 145:4 


4 


10 


11 


12 


yrds 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


One ®generation shall praise 
Your works to another, 

ss ahah declare Your mighty 

Ps 22:30, 31; Is 38:19 

rae it Rglorious splendor of 
Your majesty 

And on Your wonderful works, 
I will meditate. Ps 145:12 

Men shall speak of the power 
of Your awesome acts, 

And I will tell of Your 
greatness. De 10:21; Ps 66:3; 106:22 

They shall eagerly utter the 
memory of Your abundant 
goodness 

And will 8shout joyfully of 
Your righteousness. Ps51:14 


The Lorp is gracious and 
merciful; 

Slow to anger and great in 
lovingkindness. 

The Lorp is good to all, 

And His ®mercies are over all 
His works. Ps 145:15 

RAll Your works shall give 
thanks to You, O Lorp, 

And Your ®godly ones shall 
bless You. Ps 19:1; 103:22 « Ps 68:26 

They shall speak of the ®glory 
of Your kingdom 

And talk of Your power; 

To kmake known to the 
sons of men Your 
mighty acts 

And the glory of the majesty 

of Your kingdom. Ps 105:1 

Your kingdom is an 

everlasting kingdom, 

And Your dominion 
endures throughout all 
generations. 


Je 14:21 


The LORD Rsustains all who 

a 

And raises up all who are 
bowed down. Ps 37:24 Ps 146:8 

The eyes of all look to You, 

And You ®give them their food 
in due time. Ps 104:27; 136:25 

You ®open Your hand 

And satisfy the desire of every 
living thing. Ps 104:28 


The Lorp is righteous in all 
His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 

The Lorp is ®near to all who 
call upon Him, 
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19 


20 


21 


To all who call upon Him 8in 
truth. De 4:7; Ps 34:18; 119:151 Jo 4:24 

He will fulfill the desire of 
those who fear Him; 

He will also hear their cry and 
will save them. Ps 21:2; 37:4 

The Lorp Rkeeps all who love 


Him, 

But all the wicked He will 
destroy. Ps 31:23; 91:14; 97:10 

My mouth will speak the 
praise of the Lorpb, 

And all flesh will bless His 
holy name forever and ever. 


The Lorp an Abundant Helper. 
l 4 6 bi2ise Tthe Lorp! 
y* RPraise the Lorp, O my 


Z 


soul! or Hallelujah! « Heb Yau ¢ Ps 103:1 

I wa praise the Lorpb while I 
ive; 

I will sing praises to my God 
while I have my being. Ps 63:4 

RDo not trust in princes, 

In mortal man, in whom there 
is no salvation. Ps 118:9 

His ®spirit departs, he 8returns 
to Tthe earth; 

In that very day his thoughts 
perish. Ps 104:29 « Ec 12:7 « Lit his earth 

How &blessed is he whose 
help is the God of Jacob, 

Whose 8hope is in the Lorp 
his God, Ps 144:15; Je 17:7 « Ps 71:5 

Who made heaven and earth, 

The sea and all that is in them; 

Who keeps faith forever; 

Who executes justice for the 
oppressed; 

Who &gives food to the 
hungry. 

The Lorp sets the prisoners 
free. Ps 103:6 © Ps 107:9; 145:15 


The Lorp opens the eyes of 
the blin 

The Lorp raises up those who 
are bowed down; 

The Lorp loves the righteous; 

The Lorp ®protects the 
strangers; 

He supports the fatherless and 
the widow, 

But He thwarts the way of the 


wicked. _. Ex 22:21; Le 19:34 
10 The Lorp will 8reign forever, 
Y 145:13-21 3* 146:1-10 
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Your God, O Zion, to all 
generations. 


Praise the Lorp! — &x 15:18; Ps 10:16 


Praise for Jerusalem’s 
Restoration and Prosperity. 


Praise the Lorp! 
y~ 1 ATES is pond ie sing 


10 


11 


12 
13 


praises to our God; 
For Fit is pleasant and praise is 
becoming. Ps 92:1; 135:3 
The Lorpb ®builds up 
Jerusalem; 
He gathers the outcasts of 
Israel. Ps 51:18; 102:16 
He heals the brokenhearted 
And binds up their fwounds. 
He ®counts the number of the 
stars; 
He ®gives names to all of 
them Ge 15:5 « Is 40:26 
RGreat j is our Lord and 
abundant in strength; 
His 8understanding is 
infinite. Ps 48:1; 145:3 © Is 40:28 
The Lorp FRsupports the 
afflicted; 
He brings down the wicked to 
the ground. Ps 37:24; 146:8, 9 


RSing to the Lorp with 
thanksgiving; 

Sing praises to our God on the 
lyre, Ps 33:2; 95:1, 2 

Who Recovers the heavens with 
clouds, 

Who provides rain for the 
earth, 

Who makes grass to grow on 
the mountains. Job 26:8 

He 8gives to the beast its food, 

And to the young ravens 
which cry. Ps 104:27, 28; 145:15 

He does not delight in the 
strength of the 8horse; 

He does not take pleasure in 
the legs of a man. Ps 33:17 

The Lorp ®favors those who 
fear Him, 

RThose who wait for His 
lovingkindness. Ps 149:4 « Ps 33:18 


Praise the Lorp, O Jerusalem! 

Praise your God, O Zion! 

For He has strengthened the 
Rpars of your gates; 

He has ®blessed your sons 
within you. Ne 3:3; 7:3 © Ps 37:26 


18 


19 


20 


es 
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He makes peace in your 
borders; 

He satisfies you with the 
Tfinest of the wheat. Lit fat 

He sends forth His command 
to the earth; 

His word runs very swiftly. 

He gives snow like wool; 

He scatters the ®frost like 
ashes. Job 37:6; Ps 148:8 ¢ Job 38:29 

He casts forth His ®ice as 
fragments; 

Who can stand before His 

Rcold? Job 37:10 © Job 37:9 

He sends forth His word and 
melts them; 

He ®causes His wind to blow 
and the waters to flow. Ps 107:25 

He 8declares His words to 
Jacob, 

His statutes and His 
ordinances to Israel. De 33:3, 4 

He has not dealt thus with any 
nation; 

And as for His ordinances, 
they have ®not known them. 

Praise the Lorp! Ps 79:6; Je 10:25 


The Whole Creation Invoked to 
Praise the Lorp. 


14 


Praise the Lorp! 
Praise the Lorp from the 
heavens; 
Praise Him in the heights! 
Praise Him, all His angels; 
Praise Him, all His hosts! 
Praise Him, sun and moon; 
Praise Him, all stars of light! 
Praise Him, highest heavens, 
And the ®waters that are 
above the heavens! Ge 1:7 
Let them praise the name of 
the Lorpb, 
For 7He commanded and they 
were created. Ge 1:1; Ps 33:6, 9 
He has also established them 
forever and ever; 
He has made a ®decree which 
will not pass away. _ Job 38:33 


Praise the Lorp from the 
earth, 
Sea monsters and all deeps; 


8 Fire and hail, snow and 


Rclouds; 


Y% 147:1-14 147:1 Or He is gracious 147:3 Lit 
sorrows 147:6 Or relieves 


PSALM 148:9 


Stormy wind, fulfilling His 
word; Ps 18:12 « Ps 147:16 © Ps 135:7 
9 Mountains and all hills; 
Fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 "Beasts and all cattle; 
RCreeping things and winged 
fowl; Is 43:20 © Ho 2:18 
11 RKings of the earth and all 
peoples; 
Princes and all judges of the 
earth; Ps 102:15 
yw 12 Both young men and 
virgins; 
Old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of 
the Lorp, 
For His name alone is 
exalted; 
His ®glory is above earth and 
heaven. Is 12:4 ¢ Ps 8:1; 113:4 
14 And He has 8lifted up a horn 
for His people, 
Praise for all His godly ones; 
Even for the sons of Israel, a 
people near to Him. 
Praise the LorbD! 1 Sa2:1; Ps 75:10 


israel Invoked to Praise the 


Lorp. 
l 4 Praise the Lorp! 
ee Sing to the Lorp a knew 
song, 
And His praise ®in the 
congteeaton of the godly 
Ps 33:3 @ Ps 35:18; 89:5 
) Let Tscdel be glad in ®his 


Maker; 
Let the sons of Zion rejoice in 
their King. Ps 95:6 


3 Let them praise His name 
with dancing; 
Let them sing praises to Him 
with timbrel and lyre. 
4 For the Lorp takes pleasure in 
His people; 
He will beautify the afflicted 
ones with salvation. 


5 Let the 8godly ones exult in 
glory; 
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Let them 8sing for joy on their 
beds. Ps 132:16 © Job 35:10; Ps 42:8 
6 Let the ®high praises of God 
be in their mouth, 
And a ®two-edged 8sword in 
their hand, Ps 66:17 » He 4:12 ¢ Ne 4:17 
7 To ®execute vengeance on the 
nations 
And punishment on the 
peoples, Eze 25:17; Mi 5:15 
8 To bind their kings ®with 
chains 
And ane Rnobles with fetters 
of iro Job 36:8 © Na 3:10 
9 To resicite on them the 
judgment written; 
This is an honor for all His 
godly ones. 


Praise the Lorpb! © De 7:12; Eze 28:26 


A Psalm of Praise. 
l 5 Praise the Lorp! 
y~ Praise God in His 
Rganctuary; 
Praise Him in His mighty 
expanse. Ps 73:17; 102:19 
2 Praise Him for His ®mighty 
deeds; 
Praise Him according to His 
excellent greatness. Ps 145:12 


3 Praise Him with 8trumpet 
sound; 
Praise Him with Sharp and 
lyre. Ps 98:6 © Ps 33:2 
4 Praise Him with 8timbrel and 
dancing; 
Praise Him with stringed 
instruments and pipe. Ps 149:3 
5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; 
Praise Him with resounding 
cymbals. 
6 Let 8everything that has 
breath praise the Lorp. 
Praise the Lorp! © ps 103:22; 145:21 


Y% 148:12-14 3* 149:1-6 2% 150:1-6 
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Time: 


PROVERBS 


Key Verse: Pr 3:5-6 


Solomon’s name appears at 
the beginning of the three sec- 
tions that he wrote: 1-9; 
10:1-22:16; and 25-29. 
Only about 800 of the more 
than 3000 proverbs attributed 
to Solomon are recorded 
here. It is likely that Solomon 
collected’ and edited proverbs 
other than his own. The col- 
lection of Solomonic proverbs 
in chapters 25-29 was as- 
sembled by the scribes of King 
Hezekiah. Some of the say- 
ings in Proverbs are quite sim- 
ilar to those found in The 
Wisdom of Amenemope, a 
document of teachings on civil 
service by an Egyptian who 
probably lived between 1000 
B.c. and 600 B.c. 


c. 950-700 B.c. 


The Usefulness of 


Prove 


rbs 


The proverbs of Solomon ®the son 


of David, king of Israel: 


2 
3 
mS 


ye 


6 


Ec 1:1 

To know ®wisdom and 
instruction, 

To discern the sayings of 
Runderstanding, Pr 15:33 « Pr 4:1 

To ®receive instruction in wise 
behavior, 

RRighteousness, justice and 
equity; Pr 2:1; 19:20 © Pr 2:9 

To give Rprudence to the 

Tnaive, 

To the youth knowledge and 
discretion, Pr 8:5, 12 ¢ Lit simple ones 

A wise man will hear and 
increase in learning, 

And a man of understanding 
will acquire wise counsel, 
To understand a proverb and a 

figure, 
The words of the wise and 
their riddles. 


Theme: 


7 


The Proverbs are part of what 
is commonly called the wisdom 
literature of the Bible. Each so- 
ciety needs a way to pass on 
what it understands to be the 
best way to live to succeeding 
generations. Biblical wisdom 
literature provided that means 
for the Jewish community. The 
Proverbs contain nuggets of 
truth that endure not only in 
the Jewish culture, but also 
make sense today. It contains 
basic wisdom on how to deal 
with the most common every- 
day issues that we face. Tran- 
scending personality and 
culture, the simple truth Is that 
if people followed the advice of 
Proverbs, many of their prob- 
lems would be reduced dra- 
matically. 


The fear of the Lorp is the 
beginning of knowledge; 

Fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 


The Enticement of Sinners 


8 


10 
11 


12 


YH 1:5- 


RHear, my son, your father’s 
instruction 

And 8do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching; pr 4:1 « Pr 6:20 

Indeed, they are a ®graceful 
wreath to your head 

And ®ornaments about your 
neck. Pr 4:9 © Ge 41:42; Da 5:29 

My son, if sinners ®entice you, 

Do not consent. Pr 16:29 

If they say, “Come with us, 

Let us 8lie in wait for blood, 

Let us ambush the innocent 
without cause; Pr 12:6; Je 5:26 

Let us swallow them alive 
like Sheol, 


10 


PROVERBS 1:13 


Even whole, as those who ®go 
down to the pit; Ps 124:3 « Ps 28:1 
13 We will find all kinds of 
precious wealth, 
We will fill our houses with 
spoil; 
14 Throw in your lot with us, 
We shall all have one purse,” 
15 My son, 8do not walk in the 
way with them. 
RKeep your feet from their 
path, Ps 1:1; Pr 4:14 ¢ Ps 119:101 
16 For ®their feet run to evil 
And they hasten to shed 
blood. Pr 6:17, 18; Is 59:7 
17 Indeed, it is useless to spread 
the baited net 
In the sight of any bird; 
18 But they lie in wait for their 
own blood; 
They ambush their own lives. 
y* 19 So are the ways of everyone 
who ®gains by violence; 
It takes away the life of its 
possessors. Pr 15:27 


Wisdom Warns 

20 Wisdom shouts in the street, 

es ws her voice in the 

Pr 8:1-3; 9:3 ¢ Lit gives 

21 At the] head of the noisy 
streets she cries out; 

At the entrance of the gates in 
the city she utters her 
sayings: 

22 “How long, O naive ones, will 
you love being simple- 
minded? 

And scoffers delight 
themselves in scoffing 

And fools hate knowledge? 

23 “Turn to my reproof, 

Behold, I will }pour out my 
spirit on you; 

I will make my words known 
to you Is 32:15; Joel 2:28; Jo 7:39 

24 “Because I called and you 

Rrefused, 

I stretched out my hand and 
no one paid attention; Ze7:11 

25 And you neglected all my 
counsel 

And did not want my reproof; 

26 I will also 3laugh at your 
Rcalamity; 

I will mock when your dread 
comes, Ps 2:4 ¢ Pr 6:15 ¢ Pr 10:24 
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27 When your dread comes like a 
storm 
And your calamity comes like 
a Rwhirlwind, 
When distress and anguish 
come upon you. Pr 10:25 
28 “Then they will call on me, but 
I will not answer; 
They will seek me diligently 
but they will not find me, 
29 Because they ®hated 
knowledge 
And did not choose the fear of 


the Lorp. Job 21:14; Pr 1:22 
30 “They would not accept my 
counsel, 


They spurned all my reproof. 
31 “So they shall eat of the fruit of 
their own way 
And be Reatiated with their 
own devices. Pr 14:14 
32 “For the }waywardness of the 
naive will kill them, 
And the complacency of fools 
will destroy them. Je 2:19 
yw 33 “But he who listens to me 
shall ‘live securely 
And will be at ease from the 
dread of evil.” Lit dwell 


Lit Give 


The Pursuit of Wisdom Brings 
Security 
ee My son, if you will receive 
my words 
And treasure my 
commandments within you, 
2 RMake your ear attentive to 
wisdom, 
Incline your heart to 
understanding; Pr 22:17 
3 For if you cry for discernment, 
TLift your voice for 
understanding; 
4 If you seek her as ®silver 
And search for her as for 
hidden treasures; Pr 3:14 
5 Then you will discern the 
Rfear of the Lorp 
And discover the knowledge 
of God. Pr 1:7 
6 For the Lorp gives wisdom; 
From His mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
7 Hestores up sound wisdom 
for the upright; 


Y 1:19 3 1:33 saps 


8 


9 


10 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


YZ 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 
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He is a ®shield to those who 
walk in integrity, Ps 84:11; Pr 30:5 
Guarding the paths of justice, 
And He ®preserves the way of 
His godly ones. | 18a2:9; Ps 66:9 
Then you will discern 
Rrighteousness and justice 
And equity and every ®good 
course. Pr 8:20 ¢ Pr 4:18 
For wisdom will enter your 
heart 
And ®knowledge will be 
pleasant to your soul; pr 14:33 


11 Discretion will ®guard you, 


Understanding will watch 
over you, Pr 4:6; 6:22 

To ®deliver you from the way 
of evil, 

From the man who speaks 
Rperverse things; pr 28:26 « Pr 6:12 

From those who ®leave the 
paths of uprightness 

To walk in the ways of 
darkness; Pr 21:16 

Who £delight in doing evil 

And rejoice in the perversity 
of evil; Pr 10:23; Je 11:15 

Whose paths are ®crooked, 

And who are devious in their 
ways; Ps 125:5; Pr 21:8 

To deliver you from the 
strange woman, 

From the adulteress who 
flatters with her words; 

That leaves the Scompanion of 
her youth 

And forgets the ®covenant of 


her God; Mal 2:14, 15 © Ge 2:24 
For her house ‘sinks down to 
death 
And her tracks lead to the 
dead; Pr 7:27 * Lit bows down 
None Rwho go to her return 
again 


Nor do they reach the ®paths 
of life. Ec 7:26 ¢ Ps 16:11; Pr 5:6 

So you will ®walk in the way 
of good men 

And keep to the ®paths of the 
righteous. He 6:12 © Pr 4:18 

For 8the upright will live in the 


land 

And the blameless will remain 
in it; Ps 37:9, 29; Pr 10:30 

But the wicked will be cut off 
from the land 

And the treacherous will be 
uprooted from it. Pr 11:3 


PROVERBS 3:14 


The Rewards of Wisdom 


YS 


10 


ili 


13 


14 


My son, 8do not forget my 

teaching, 

But let your heart keep my 
commandments; Ps 119:61; Pr 4:5 

For 2length of days and years 
of life 

And peace ‘ney will add to 

you. Ps 91:16; Pr 3:16; 4:10; 9:11; 10:27 

aye not let kindness and truth 
leave you; 

Bind them around your 
neck, 

Write them on the tablet of 
your heart. 2 Sa 15:20; Pr 14:22 

So you will find favor and 
good repute 

In the sight of God and man. 

RTrust in the Lorp with all 
your heart 

And do not lean on your own 
understanding. Ps 37:3, 5; Pr 22:19 

In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, 

And He will }make your paths 
straight. Is 45:13; Je 10:23 

RDo not be wise in your own 
eyes; 

Fear the Lorp and turn away 
from evil. Ro 12:16 

It will be Shealing to your 
Tbody 

And 8refreshment to your 
bones. Pr 4:22 « Lit navel « Job 21:24 

RHonor the Lorp from your 
wealth 

And from the first of all your 
produce; Is 43:23 

So your Rbarns will be filled 
with plenty 

And your &vats will overflow 
with new Wine. De 28:8 « Joel 2:24 

My son, do not reject the 
discipline of the Lorp 

Or loathe His reproof, 

For whom the Lorp loves He 
reproves, 

Even as a father corrects the 
son in whom he delights. 


RHow blessed is the man who 
finds wisdom 

And the man who gains 
understanding. Pr 8:32, 34 

For her profit is better than 
the profit of silver 


Pee OANAW 37% 31-29 
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15 


16 


17 
18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


And her gain better than fine 
gold. Job 28:15-19; Pr 8:10, 19; 16:16 

She is more precious than 
Tjewels; 

And nothing you desire 
compares with her. Lit corals 

TLong life is in her right hand; 

In her left hand are ®riches 
and honor. Pr 3:2 © Pr 8:18; 22:4 

Her ways are pleasant ways 

And all her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to those 
who take hold of her, 

And happy are all who hold 
her fast. 

The Lorpb by wisdom founded 
the earth, 

By understanding He 
established the heavens. 

By His knowledge the deeps 
were broken up 

And the skies drip with dew. 

My son, ®let them not ‘vanish 
from your sight; 

Keep sound wisdom and 
discretion, Pr 4:21 ¢ Lit depart 

So they will be life to your 
soul 

And adornment to your neck. 

Then you will ’walk in your 
way securely 

And your foot will not 


stumble. Pr 4:12; 10:9 


w* 24 When you lie down, you 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


will not be afraid; 
When you lie down, your 
sleep will be sweet. 
Do not be afraid of sudden 


fear 

Nor of the 8onslaught of the 
wicked when it comes; Job 5:21 

For the Lorp will be your 
confidence 

And will ®keep your foot from 
being caught. 1Sa 2:9 


RDo not withhold good from 
Tthose to whom it is due, 

When it is in your power to do 
it. Ro 13:7; Ga 6:10 ® Lit its owners 

Do not say to your neighbor, 
“Go, and come back, 

And tomorrow I will give it,” 

When you have it with you. 

RDo not devise harm against 
your neighbor, 

While he lives securely beside 
you. Pr 6:14; 14:22 


702 


Do not contend with a man 
without cause, 
If he has done you no harm. 
RDo not envy a man of 
violence 
And do not choose any of his 
ways. Ps 37:1; Pr 24:1 
For the ®devious are an 
abomination to the Lorp; 
But He is Rintimate with the 
upright. Pr 11:20 eJob 29:4; Ps 25:14 
The curse of the Lorp is on 
the house of the wicked, 
But He 8blesses the dwelling 
of the righteous. Job 8:6; Ps 1:3 
Though ®He scoffs at the 
scoffers, 
Yet He gives grace to the 
afflicted. Jam 4:6 © 1 Pe 5:5 
The wise will inherit honor, 
But fools display dishonor. 


A Father’s Instruction 


Hear, O sons, the 
instruction ofa father, 

And give attention that you 
may gain understanding, 

For I give you sound 
Rteaching; 

Do not abandon my 
instruction. De 32:2; Job 11:4 

When I was a son to my 
father, 

Tender and the only son in the 
sight of my mother, 

Then he 8taught me and said 


to me, 

“Let your heart ®hold fast my 
words; 

RKeep my commandments and 
live; Ep 6:4 © Ps 119:168 @ Pr 7:2 

RAcquire wisdom! RAcquire 
understanding! 

Do not forget nor turn away 
from the words of my 
mouth. Pr 4:7 ¢ Pr 16:16 


6 “Do not forsake her, and she 


will guard you; 
RLove her, and she will watch 
over you. 2 Th 2:10 


7 “®The beginning of wisdom is: 


Acquire wisdom; 
And with all your acquiring, 
get understanding. Pr 8:23 


8 “RPrize her, and she will exalt 


you, 


Y 324-29 ¥ 4:1-11 
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She will honor you if you 23. Watch over your heart with all 
, embrace her. 1 Sa 2:30 diligence, 
9 “She will place Son your head a For from it flow the springs of 
garland of grace; life. 


She will present you with a 
crown of beauty.” Pr 1:9 


10 Hear, my son, and Raccept my 
sayings 
And the ®years of your life 
will be many. Pr 2:1 ¢ Pr 3:2 
11 I have 8directed you in the 
way of wisdom; 
I have led you in upright 
paths. 1 Sa 12:23 
12 When you walk, your &steps 
will not be impeded; 
And if you run, you will not 
stumble. Job 18:7; Ps 18:36 
13 ®Take hold of instruction; do 
not let go. 
Guard her, for she is your 
Rlife. Pr 3:18 ¢ Pr 3:22; Jo 6:63 
14 Do not enter the path of the 


wicked 
And do not proceed in the way 
of evil men. Ps 1:1; Pr 1:15 


15 Avoid it, do not pass by it; 
Turn away from it and pass 


on. 
16 For they 8cannot sleep unless 
they do evil; 

And they are robbed of sleep 
unless they make someone 
stumble. Ps 36:4; Mi 2:1 

17 For they eat the bread of 
wickedness 

And drink the wine of 
violence. Pr 13:2 

18 But the path of the righteous 
is like the light of dawn, 

That shines brighter and 
brighter until the full day. 

19 The way of the wicked is like 


darkness; 

They do not know over what 
they ®stumble. Jo 11:10 

7, 20 My son, easly attention to 

my words; 

RIncline your ear to my 
Sa ying S. Pr 5:1 © Pr 2:2 

21 ®Do Hot sre them depart from 

your sight; 


RKeep them in the midst of 
your heart. Pr 3:21 ¢ Pr 7:1, 2 
22. For they are life to those who 
find them 
And health to all their body. 


24 Put away from you a 
Rdeceitful mouth 
And ®put devious speech far 
from you. Pr 6:12; 10:32 © Pr 19:1 
25 Let your eyes look directly 
ahead 
And let your gaze be fixed 
straight in front of you. 
26 Watch the path of your feet 
And all your ways will be 


established. Pr 5:21; He 12:13 
27 Do not turn to the right nor to 
the left; 


Turn your foot from evil. 


Pitfalls He Immorality 


yF5 My son, ®give attention to 
my wisdom, 
RIncline your ear to my 


understanding; pr 4:20 Pr 22:17 
2 That you may observe 
discretion 
And your ®lips may reserve 
knowledge. Pr 3:21 © Mal 2:7 
3 For the lips of an 8adulteress 
drip honey 


And smoother than oil is her 
speech; Pr 2:16; 5:20; 7:5; 22:14 
4 But in the end she is bitter as 
wormwood, 
Sharp as a two-edged sword. 
5 Her feet go down to death, 
Her steps take hold of Sheol. 
6 She does not ponder the path 
of life; 
Her ways are ®unstable, she 
does not know it. 2 Pe 2:14 


yt 7 Tae then, my sons, listen to 


Ria “Ab not depart from the 
words of my mouth. Pr 7:24 
8 Keep your way far from her 
And do not go near the ®door 
of her house, Pr 7:25 ¢ Pr 9:14 
9 Or you will give your vigor to 
others 
And your years to the cruel 
one; 
10 And strangers will be filled 
with your strength 
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And your hard-earned goods Parental Counsel 


will go to the house of an 
alien; 
11 And you groan at your "final 


end, 
When your flesh and your 
body are consumed; or latter 
12 And you say, “How I 
have ®hated 
instruction! 
And my heart ®spurned 
reproof! — pr 1:7, 22,29 Pr 1:25; 12:1 
13 “I have not listened to the voice 
of my teachers, 
Nor inclined my ear to my 
instructors! Pr 1:8 
14 “I was almost in utter ruin 
In the midst of the assembly 
and congregation.” 


15 Drink water from your own 


cistern 
And "fresh water from your 
own well Lit flowing 


16 Should your &springs be 
dispersed abroad, 
Streams of water in the 
streets? Pr 5:18; 9:17; Song 4:12, 15 
17 Let them be yours alone 
And not for strangers with 


you. 
w* 18 Let your fountain be 


blessed, 
And ®rejoice in the wife of 
your youth. Ec 9:9 * Mal 2:14 


19 Asa loving ®hind anda 
graceful doe, 
Let her breasts satisfy you at 
all times; 
Be exhilarated always with 
her love. Song 2:9, 17; 4:5; 7:3 
20 For why should you, my son, 
be exhilarated with an 
adulteress 
And embrace the bosom of a 
Rforeigner? pr 2:16; 6:24: 7:5; 23:27 
21 For the ways of a man are 
before the eyes of the Lorp, 
And He watches all his 
paths. 
22 His own iniquities will capture 
the wicked, 
And he will be held with the 
cords of his sin. 
23 He will die for lack of 
instruction, 
And in the greatness of his 
folly he will go astray. 


My son, if you have become 
surety for your neighbor, 
Have ‘given a pledge for a 
stranger, Lit clapped your palms 
2 If you have been snared with 
the words of your mouth, 
Have been caught with the 
words of your mouth, 
3 Do this then, my son, and 
deliver yourself; 
Since you have come into the 
hand of your neighbor, 
Go, humble yourself, and 
importune your neighbor. 
4 Give no sleep to your eyes, 
Nor slumber to your eyelids; 
5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle 
from the hunter’s hand 
And like a ®bird from the 
hand of the fowler. Ps 91:3; 124:7 


oe 6 Go to the ant, O ®sluggard, 


Observe her ways and be 
wise, Pr 6:9; 10:26; 13:4; 20:4; 26:16 
7 Which, having ®no chief, 
Officer or ruler, Pr 30:27 
8 Prepares her food 8in the 
summer 
And gathers her provision in 
the harvest. Pr 10:5 
9 How long will you lie down, O 
sluggard? 
When will you arise from your 
sleep? 
10 “8A little sleep, a little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to 
Trest”— Pr 24:33 ¢ Lit lie down 
11 Your poverty will come in 
like a 'vagabond 
And your need like an armed 
man. Pr 24:34 ¢ Lit one who walks 


12 A ®worthless person, a wicked 
man, 
Is the one who walks with a 
perverse mouth, Pr 16:27 
13 Who winks with his eyes, who 
signals with his feet, 
Who points with his fingers; 
14 Who with ®perversity in his 
heart continually devises 
evil, 
Who spreads strife. Pr 17:20 
15 Therefore ®his calamity will 
come suddenly; 
XInstantly he will be broken 
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and there will be no 
healing. pr 24:22 « Is 30:13, 14; Je 19:11 


There are six things which the 
Lorp hates, 

Yes, seven which are an 
abomination to Him: 

Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 

And hands that shed innocent 
blood, 

A heart that devises wicked 
plans, 

Feet that run rapidly to evil, 

A se witness who utters 
ies, 

And one who &spreads strife 
among brothers. Pr 6:14 


My son, observe the 
commandment of your 
father 
And do not forsake the 

teaching of your mother; 

Bind them continually on your 

heart; 

Tie them around your neck. 
When you ®walk about, ‘they 

will guide you; 

When you sleep, they will 

watch over you; 

And when you awake, they 

will talk to you. Pr 3:23 « Lit she 

For the commandment is a 

lamp and the teaching is 
light; 

And reproofs for discipline are 

the way of life Ps 19:8; 119:105 

To ®keep you from the evil 

woman, 

From the smooth tongue of 

the adulteress. Pr 5:3; 7:5, 21 

RDo not desire her beauty in 

your heart, 
Nor let her capture you with 
her eyelids. Ma 5:28 

For on account of a harlot 
one is reduced to a loaf of 
bread, 

And an adulteress hunts for 

the precious life. — pr5:9, 10; 29:3 

Can a man "take fire in his 

bosom 

And his clothes not be 

burned? Lit snatch up 

Or can a man walk on hot 

coals 

And his feet not be scorched? 
So is the one who goes in to 

his neighbor’s wife; 
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Whoever touches her will not 
go unpunished. © © Eze 18:6; 33:26 

Men do not despise a thief if 
he steals 

To ®satisfy Thimself when he is 
hung gry; Job 38:39 ¢ Lit his soul 

But when he is found, he must 
repay sevenfold; 

He must give all the substance 
of his house. 

The one who commits 
adultery with a woman is 
lacking sense; 

He who would 8destroy 
himself does it. Pr 7:22, 23 

Wounds and disgrace he will 
find, 

And his reproach will not be 
blotted out. 

For jealousy enrages a man, 

And he will not spare in the 
Rday of vengeance. Pr 11:4 

He will wy Taccept any 
ranso 

Nor will h he be satisfied 
though you give many 
gifts. Lit lift up the face of any 


The Wiles of the Harlot 


YT 


My son, keep my words 
Andtreasuremy 
commandments within you. 


2 Keep my commandments and 


live, 
And my "teaching as the apple 
of your eye. Pr 4:4 ° Or law 


RBind them on your fingers; 

Write them on the tablet of 
your heart. De 6:8; 11:18; Pr 6:21 

Say to wisdom, “You are my 
sister,” 

And call understanding your 
intimate friend; 

That they may keep you from 
an adulteress, 

From the foreigner who 
flatters with her words. 


For Rat the window of my 


house 
I looked out 8through my 
lattice, Ju 5:28 « Song 2:9 
And I saw among the naive, 
And discerned among the 
youths 
A young man lacking sense, 
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8 Passing through the street 
near ®her corner; 
And he "takes the way to ®her 
house, Pr 7:12 © Lit steps © Pr 7:27 
9 In the ®twilight, in the 


evening, 
In the middle of the night and 
in the darkness. Job 24:15 
10 And behold, a woman comes 
to meet him, 
Dressed as a harlot and 
cunning of heart. 
11 She is 8boisterous and 
rebellious, 
Her ®feet do not remain at 
home; Pr 9:13 © 1 Ti 5:13; Tit 2:5 
12 She is now in the streets, now 
in the squares, 
And lurks by every corner. 
13 So she seizes him and kisses 
him 
And with a ®brazen face she 
says to him: Pr 21:29 
14 “I was due to offer peace 
offerings; 
Today I have paid my vows. 
15 “Therefore I have come out to 
meet you, 
To seek your presence 
earnestly, and I have found 


you. 
16 “I have spread my couch with 
coverings, 
With colored linens of 


Egypt. 
17 “I have sprinkled my bed 
With ®myrrh, aloes and 
Reinnamon. Ps 45:8 © Ex 30:23 
18 “Come, let us drink our fill of 
love until morning; 
Let us delight ourselves with 
caresses. 
19 “For ‘my husband is not at 
home, 
He has gone on a long 
journey; Lit the man 
20 He has taken a 8bag of money 
Twith him, 
At the full moon he will come 
home.” Ge 42:35 © Lit in his hand 
21 With her many persuasions 
she entices him; 
With her ®flattering lips she 
seduces him. Pr 5:3; 6:24 
22 Suddenly he follows her 
AS an ox goes to the slaughter, 
Or as one in fetters to the 
discipline of a fool, 
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23 Until an arrow pierces 
through his liver; 
As a ®bird hastens to the 
snare, 
So he does not know that it 
will cost him his life. — Ec 9:12 
yw 24 


Now therefore, my sons, 
Rlisten to me, 
And pay attention to the 
words of my mouth. 
25 Do not let your heart turn 
aside to her ways, 
Do not stray into her paths. 
26 For many are the ‘victims she 
has cast down, 
And 8numerous are all her 
slain. Lit mortally wounded ¢ Pr 9:18 
27 Her house is the way to Sheol, 
Descending to the chambers 
of death. 


Pr 5:7 


The Commendation of Wisdom 
8 Does not ®wisdom call, 
And understanding lift up her 
voice? Pr 1:20, 21; 8:1-3; 9:3; 1 Co 1:24 
2 On top of ®the heights beside 
the way, 
Where the paths meet, she 
takes her stand; Pr 9:3, 14 
3 Beside the ®gates, at the 
opening to the city, 
At the entrance of the doors, 
she cries out: Job 29:7 
4 “To you, O men, I call, 
And my voice is to the sons of 
men. 
5 “O ®naive ones, understand 
prudence; 
And, O ®fools, understand 
wisdom. Pr 1:4 © Pr 1:22, 32; 3:35 
6 “Listen, for I will speak noble 
things; 
And the opening of my lips 
will reveal right things. 
7 “For my mouth will utter truth; 
And wickedness is an 
abomination to my lips. 
8 “All the utterances of my 
mouth are in righteousness; 
There is nothing crooked or 
perverted in them. 
9 “They are all ®straightforward 
to him who understands, 
And right to those who ®find 
knowledge. Pr 14:6 ¢ Pr 3:13 
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10 “Take my 8instruction and not 
silver, 
And knowledge rather than 
choicest gold. Pr 3:14, 15; 8:19 
11 “For wisdom is better than 
jewels; 
And all desirable things 
cannot compare with her. 


12 “I, wisdom, ®dwell with 


prudence, 
And I find knowledge and 
discretion. Pr 8:5 © Pr 1:4 
13 “The ®fear of the Lorp is to 
hate evil; 
Pride and arrogance and "the 
evil way 


NG: ibe Rperverted mouth, I 
(Os Pr 3:7; 16:6 © Pr 15:9 ¢ Pr 6:12 
Ww 14 denrbitat is mine and 
sound wisdom; 
lam understanding, power is 
mine. Pr 1:25; 19:20; Is 28:29; Je 32:19 
15 “By me kings reign, 
And rulers decree justice. 
16 “By me princes rule, and 
nobles, 
All who judge rightly. 
Z 17 “I love those who love me; 
And those who diligently 
seek me will find me. 
18 “RRiches and honor are with 
me, 
Enduring wealth and 
righteousness. Pr 3:16 
19 “My fruit is ®better than gold, 
even pure gold, 
And my yield better than 
choicest Silver. — Job 28:15; Pr 3:14 
y* 20 “I walk in the way of 
righteousness, 
In the midst of the paths of 
justice 
21 To ae those who love me 
with wealth, 
That I may Rfill their 
treasuries. 


22 “The Lorp possessed me at the 
beginning of His way, 
Before His works of old. 
23 “From everlasting I was 
established, 
From the beginning, from the 
earliest times of the earth. 
24 “When there were no depths I 
was ‘brought forth, | 
When there were no springs 
abounding with water. or born 


Pr 24:4 
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25 “RBefore the mountains were 
settled, 
Before the hills I was Tbrought 
fo rth; Job 15:7; Ps 90:2 ¢ Or born 
26 While He had not yet made 
the earth and the fields, 
Nor the first dust of the world. 
27 “When He established the 
heavens, I was there, 
When He inscribed a circle on 
the face of the deep, Pr 3:19 
28 When He made firm the skies 
above, 
When the springs of the deep 
became ‘fixed, Lit strong 
29 When He set for the sea its 
boundary 
So that the water would not 
transgress His command, 
When He marked out the 
foundations of the earth; 
30 Then I was beside Him, as a 
master workman; 
And I was daily His delight, 
Rejoicing always before Him, 
31 Rejoicing in the world, His 


earth, 
And having ®my delight in the 
sons of men. Ps 16:3; Jo 13:1 


yr 32 “Now therefore, O sons, 
Rlisten to me, 
Hues eyo are they who keep 
Y Way; Pr 5:7; 7:24 
33 “Heed pesruchan and be wise, 
And do not neglect it. Pr 4:1 
34 “Blessed is the man who listens 
to me, 
Watching daily at my gates, 
Waiting at my doorposts. 
35 “For he who finds me finds life 
And ®obtains favor from the 
LorpD. Pr 4:22: Jo 17:3 ¢ Pr 3:4; 12:2 
36 “But he who sins against me 
Rinjures himself; 
All those who &hate me love 
death.” Pr 1-31, 32; 15:32 « Pr 5:12; 12:1 


Wisdom’s Invitation 
9 Wisdom has ®built her house, 
She has hewn out her seven 
pillars; 1 Co 3:9, 10; Ep 2:20-22; 1 Pe 2:5 
2 She has prepared her food, 
she has mixed her wine; 
She has also set her table; 
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3 She has 8sent out her 
maidens, she ®calls 
From the tops of the heights of 
the city: Ps 68:11; Ma 22:3 « Pr 8:1, 2 
4 “Whoever is naive, let him turn 
in here!” 
To him who lacks 
understanding she says, 
5 “Come, ®eat of my food 
And drink of the wine I have 
mixed. Song 5:1; Is 55:1; Jo 6:27 
w* 6 “Forsake your folly and live, 
And ®proceed in the way of 
understanding.” Eze 11:20; 37:24 


7 He who &corrects a scoffer 
gets dishonor for himself, 
And he who reproves a 
wicked man gets ‘insults 
for himself. pr 23:9 « Lit a blemish 
8 RDo not reprove a scoffer, or 
he will hate you, 
Reprove a wise man and he 
will love you. Pr 15:12; Ma 7:6 
9 Give instruction to a wise 
man and he will be still 
wiser, 
Teach a righteous man and 
he will increase his 
learning. 
10 The fear of the Lorp is the 
beginning of wisdom, 
And the knowledge of the 
Holy One is understanding. 
11 For 8by me your days will be 
multiplied, 
And years of life will be added 
to you. Pr 3:16; 10:27 
12 If you are wise, you are wise 
Rfor yourself, 
And if you scoff, you alone 
will bear it. Job 22:2; Pr 14:14 


13. The woman of folly is 
Rboisterous, 
She is ™naive and ®knows 
nothing. pr7:11 « Lit simple « Pr 5:6 
14 She sits at the doorway of her 
house, 
On a seat by the high places 
of the city, Pr 9:3 
15 Calling to those who pass by, 
Who are making their paths 
straight: 
16 “Whoever is naive, let him turn 
in here,” 
And to him who lacks 
understanding she says, 
17 “Stolen water is sweet; 
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And 8bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant.” Pr 20:17 
18 But he does not know that the 
dead are there, 
That her guests are in the 
Rdepths of Sheol. 


re ey of the Righteous and 
e Wicked 
l The ®proverbs of Solomon. 
ee RA wise son makes a father 
glad, 
Buta foolish son is a grief to 
his mother. pr 1:1 « Pr 15:20; 29:3 
2 Ill-gotten gains do not profit, 

But righteousness delivers 
from death. 

3 The Lorp will not allow the 
righteous to hunger, 

But He will reject the craving 
of the wicked. 

4 Poor is he who works with a 
negligent hand, 

But the hand of the diligent 
makes rich. Pr 13:4; 21:5 

5 He who gathers in summer is 
a son who acts wisely, 

But he who sleeps in harvest 
is ason who acts 
shamefully. 

6 Blessings are on the head of 
the righteous, 

But the mouth of the wicked 
conceals violence. Pr 28:20 

7 The memory of the righteous 


Pr 7:27 


is blessed, 
But ®the name of the wicked 
will rot. Ps 9:5, 6; 109:13; Ec 8:10 
8 The ®wise of heart will receive 
commands, 
But a babbling fool will be 
ruined. Pr 9:8; Ma 7:24 


yr 9 He who walks in integrity 
walks securely, 
But he who perverts his ways 
will be found out. 
10 He 8who winks the eye causes 
trouble, 
nae Ra babbling fool will be 
ined. Ps 35:19; Pr 6:13 
wa 11 The mouth of the righteous 
is a fountain of life, 
But ®the mouth of the wicked 
conceals violence. Pr 10:6 
12 Hatred stirs up strife, 
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But love covers all 
transgressions. 

On &the lips of the discerning, 
wisdom is found, 

But a rod is for the back of 

~ him who lacks 
understanding. 

Wise men 8store up 
knowledge, 

But with the mouth of the 
foolish, ruin is at hand. pro9 

The rich man’s wealth is his 
fortress, 

The ruin of the poor is their 
POVerty. Job 31:24; Ps 52:7; Pr 18:11 

ale aera of the righteous is 
ife, 

The income of the wicked, 
punishment. Pr 11:18, 19 

He Ris on the path of life who 
heeds instruction, 

But he who ignores reproof 
goes astray. Pr 6:23 

He ®who conceals hatred has 
lying lips, 

And he who spreads slander 
is a fool. Pr 26:24 

When there are many words, 
transgression is 
unavoidable, 

But he who restrains his lips is 
wise. Job 11:2; Pr 18:21; Ec 5:3 

The tongue of the righteous is 

as ®choice silver, 

The | heart of the wicked is 
worth little. Pr 8:19 

The 8lips of the righteous feed 
many, 

But fools die for lack of 

Tunderstanding. Pr 10:11 « Lit heart 

It is the blessing of the 

Lorp that makes rich, 

And He adds no sorrow 
to it. 

Doing wickedness is like 
Rsport to a fool, 

And so is wisdom to a man of 

understanding. Pr 2:14; 15:21 

What the wicked fears will 

come upon him, 

But the desire of the righteous 
will be granted. 

When the whirlwind passes, 
the wicked is no more, 

But the righteous has an 
everlasting foundation. 

Like vinegar to the teeth and 
smoke to the eyes, 


Pr 10:31 


27 The fear of the Lorp 
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So is the lazy one to those 
who send him Pr 26:6 


prolongs ‘life, 

But the years of the wicked 
will be shortened. Lit days 

The ®hope of the righteous is 
gladness, 

But the expectation of the 
wicked perishes. Pr 11:23 

The ®way of the Lorp is a 
stronghold to the upright, 

But 8ruin to the workers of 
iniquity. Pr 13:6 © Pr 21:15 

The ®righteous will never be 
shaken, 

But the wicked will not dwell 
in the land. Ps 37:29; 125:1; Pr 2:21 

The 8mouth of the righteous 
flows with wisdom, 

But the ®perverted tongue will 
be cut out. Ps 37:30; Pr 10:13 ¢ Pr 17:20 

The lips of the righteous bring 
forth what is acceptable, 

But the mouth of the wicked 
what is perverted. Ec 12:10 


oe the Upright and the 
Wicked 


v1 


A false balance is an 
abomination to the Lorp, 

But a §just weight is His 
delight. 

When £pride comes, then 
comes dishonor, 

But with the humble is 
wisdom. Pr 16:18; 18:12; 29:23 

The integrity of the upright 
will guide them, 

But the ®crookedness of the 
treacherous will destroy 
them. Pr 13:6 © Pr 19:3; 22:12 

RRiches do not profit in the 
day of wrath, 

But righteousness delivers 
from death. Pr 10:2; Eze 7:19; Zep 1:18 

The ®righteousness of the 
blameless will smooth his 


Pr 16:11 


way, 
But 8the wicked will fall by his 
own wickedness. Pr 3:6 « Pr 5:22 
The righteousness of the 
upright will deliver them, 
But the treacherous will be 
caught by their own greed. 
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7 When a wicked man dies, his 
Rexpectation will perish, 

And the hope of strong men 

perishes. Pr 10:28 © Job 8:13, 14 
8 The righteous is delivered 
from trouble, 

But the wicked ‘takes his 
place. Lit enters 

9 With his mouth the godless 
man destroys his neighbor, 

But through knowledge the 
righteous will be delivered. 

10 When it goes well with the 
righteous, the city rejoices, 

And when the wicked perish, 
there is joyful shouting. 

11 By the blessing of the upright 
a city is exalted, 

But by the mouth of the 
wicked it is torn down. 

yw 12 He who despises his 
neighbor lacks ‘sense, 

But a man of understanding 
keeps silent. Lit heart 

13. He who goes about as a 
talebearer reveals secrets, 

But he who is trustworthy 
Rconceals a matter. Pr 19:11 

14 Where there is no guidance 
the people fall, 

But in abundance of 
counselors there is victory. 

15 He who is guarantor for a 
stranger will surely suffer 
for it, 

But he who hates being a 
guarantor is secure. Pr 6:1; 27:13 

w* 16 A ®gracious woman attains 
honor, 

And ruthless men attain 
riches. Pr 31:28, 30 

17 The ®merciful man does 
himself good, 

But the cruel man does 
himself harm. Ma 5:7; 25:34-36 

18 The wicked earns deceptive 
wages, 

But he who 8sows 
righteousness gets a true 
reward. Ho 10:12; Ga 6:8, 9; Jam 3:18 

19 He who is steadfast in 
aD compet will attain to 
ife, 

And he who pursues evil will 
bring about his own death. 

20 The perverse in heart are 
an abomination to the 
Lorp, 
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But the blameless in their 

walk are His delight. 
F 21 Assuredly, the evil man will 
not go unpunished, 

But the descendants of the 
righteous will be delivered. 

22 Asa &®ring of gold in a swine’s 
snout 

So is a beautiful woman who 
lacks Fdiscretion. Ge 24:47 

23. The desire of the righteous is 
only good, 

But the ®expectation of the 
wicked is wrath. Pr 10:28; Ro 2:8, 9 

24 There is one who scatters, 
and yet increases all the 
more, 

And there is one who 
withholds what is justly 
due, and yet it results only 
in want. 

25 The generous man will be 
prosperous, 

And he who ®waters will 
himself be watered. Ma 5:7 

26 He who withholds grain, the 
people will curse him, 

But blessing will be on the 
head of him who sells it. 

27 He who diligently seeks good 
seeks favor, 

But he who seeks evil, evil will 


come to him. 
a 28 He ek trusts in his riches 
will fall 
But the righteous will flourish 
like the green leaf. 
29 He who troubles his own 
house will inherit wind, 
And the foolish will be servant 
to the wisehearted. 
Oye 30 The fruit of the righteous is 
Ra tree of life, 
And he who is wise Twins 
souls. Pr 3:18 © Lit takes 
31 Ifthe righteous will be 
rewarded in the earth, 


How much more the wicked 
and the sinner! 


Contrast the Upright and the 
Wicked 
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Whoever loves ‘discipline 
loves knowledge, 
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But he who hates reproof is 
stupid. Or instruction 

A good man will obtain favor 
from the Lorp, 

But He will condemn a man 
who devises evil. Pr 3:4; 8:35 

A man will 8not be established 
by wickedness, 

But the root of the righteous 
will not be moved. Pr 11:5 

An 8excellent wife is the 
crown of her husband, 

But she who shames him is 
like a ape in his 


bon Pr 31:11; 1 Co 11:7 
The fhomehts of the righteous 
are just, 


But the counsels of the wicked 
are deceitful. 

The 8words of the wicked lie 
in wait for blood, 

But the mouth of the upright 
will deliver them. Pr 1:11, 16 

The wicked are overthrown 
and are no more, 

But the Shouse of the 
righteous will stand. Ma7:24-27 

A man will be praised 
according to his insight, 

But one of perverse 'mind will 
be despised. Lit heart 

Better is he who is lightly 
esteemed and has a servant 

Than he who honors himself 
and lacks bread. 

A ®righteous man has regard 
for the life of his animal, 

But even the compassion of 
the wicked is cruel. De 25:4 

He ®who tills his land will 
have plenty of bread, 

But he who pursues worthless 
things lacks sense. Pr 28:19 

12 The §wicked man desires 

the booty of evil men, 

But the root of the righteous 
Ryields fruit. Pr 21:10 © Pr 11:30 

An evil man is ensnared by 
the transgression of his lips, 

But the ®righteous will escape 
from trouble. Pr 11:8; 21:23; 2 Pe 2:9 

A man will be satisfied with 
good by the fruit of his 
words, 

And the deeds of a man’s 
hands will return to him. 

The way of a fool is right in 
his own eyes, 
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But a wise man is he who 
listens to counsel. 

16 A ®fool’s anger is known at 
once, 

But a prudent man conceals 
' dishonor. Pr 14:33; 27:3; 29:11 
y* 17 He who speaks truth tells 
what is right, 
But a false witness, deceit. 

18 There is one who speaks 
rashly like the thrusts of a 
sword, 

But the Rtongue of the wise 
brings healing. Pr 4:22; 15:4 

19 Truthful lips will be 
established forever, 

But a ®lying tongue is only for 
a moment. Ps 52:4, 5; Pr 19:9 

20 Deceit is in the heart of those 
who devise evil, 

But counselors of peace have 


joy. 
21 No harm befalls the 
righteous, 
But the wicked are filled with 
trouble. 
22 Lying lips are an 
abomination to the Lorp, 
But those who deal faithfully 
are His delight. Re 22:15 
23 A prudent man conceals 
knowledge, 
But the heart of fools 
proclaims folly. 
yw 24 ke hand of aa diligent will 


But t a Tslack hand will be put 
to forced labor. Lit slackness 
25 XAnxiety in a man’s heart 
weighs it down, 
But a good word makes it 
gla Pr 15:13 ¢ Is 50:4 
26 The righteous is a guide to his 
neighbor, 
But the way of the wicked 
leads them astray. 
27 A lazy man does not 'roast his 
prey, 
But the precious possession of 
a man is diligence. Or catch 
yw 28 ee way of righteousness 
is life 
And in its pathway there is no 
death. De 30:15f; 32:46f; Je 21:8 
Y 12:12-14° Y* 1217-19 “3 12:21-22 
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Contrast the Upright and the 
Wicked 


I 


10 
1] 
12 


13 


14 


A 8wise son accepts his 
father’s discipline, 

But a scoffer does not listen to 
rebuke. Pr 10:1; 15:20 

From the fruit of a man’s 
mouth he enjoys good, 

But the desire of the 
treacherous is violence. 

The one who guards his 
mouth preserves his life; 

The one who opens wide his 
lips Tcomes to ruin. Lit ruin is his 

The soul of the sluggard 
craves and gets nothing, 

But the soul of the diligent is 
made fat. 

A righteous man ®hates 
falsehood, 

But a wicked man 8acts 
disgustingly and 
shamefully. Col 3:9 © Pr 3:35 

Righteousness ®guards the 
one whose way is 


blameless, 
But wickedness subverts the 
Tsginner. Pr 11:3 ¢ Lit sin 


There is one who pretends to 
be rich, but has nothing; 

Another pretends to be poor, 
but has great wealth. 

The ransom of a man’s life is 
his wealth, 

But the poor hears no rebuke. 

The ®light of the righteous 
Frejoices, 

But the lamp of the wicked 
goes out. Job 29:3; Pr 4:18 

Through insolence 'comes 
nothing but strife, 

But wisdom is with those who 
receive counsel. Lit gives 

Wealth obtained by "fraud 
dwindles, 

But the one who gathers by 
labor increases it. Lit vanity 

Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick, 

But desire ‘fulfilled is a tree of 
life. Lit coming 

The one who 8despises the 
word will be in debt to it, 

But the one who fears the 
commandment will be 
rewarded. Nu 15:31; 2 Ch 36:16 

The teaching of the wise is a 
Rfountain of life, 
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To turn aside from the ®snares 
of death. Pr 10:11; 14:27 © Ps 18:5 
15 Good understanding 
produces favor, 
But the way of the treacherous 


is hard. Ps 11:10; Pr 3:4 
16 Every ®prudent man acts with 
knowledge, 


But a fool displays folly. pr 12:23 
17 A wicked messenger falls into 
adversity, 

But 8a faithful envoy brings 
healing. . Aer 25:13 

yw 18 Poverty and shame will 
come to him who &neglects 
discipline, 

But he who regards reproof 
will be honored. Pr 15:5, 32 

19 Desire realized is sweet to the 
soul, 

But it is an abomination to 
fools to turn away from evil. 

yw 20 RHe who walks with wise 
men will be wise, 

But the companion of fools 
will suffer harm. — pr2:20; 15:31 

21 Adversity pursues sinners, 

But the righteous will be 

rewarded with prosperity. 

yw 22 A good man leaves an 
inheritance to his children’s 
children, 

And the wealth of the sinner 
is stored up for the 
righteous. Ez 9:12; Ps 37:25 

3 RAbundant food is in the 
fallow ground of the poor, 

But it is swept away by 
injustice. Pr 12:11 

24 He who withholds his rod 
hates his son, 

But he who loves him 
disciplines him diligently. 

25 The righteous has enough to 
satisfy his appetite, 

But the stomach of the wicked 
is in need. 


Contrast the Upright and the 
Wicked 
yr] The wise woman builds her 
house, 
But the foolish tears it down 
with her own hands. 


13:9 Le. shines brightly 2% 13:18 %% 13:20 
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2 He who ®walks in his 
uprightness fears the 
Lorb, 
But he who is devious in his 
ways despises Him. pr 19:1; 28:6 
3 Inthe mouth of the foolish is a 
rod "for his back, 
But 8the lips of the wise will 
protect them: _ Lit of pride « Pr 12:6 
4 Where no oxen are, the 
manger is clean, 
But much revenue comes by 
the strength of the ox. 
5 A ®trustworthy witness will 
not lie, 
But a false witness ‘utters 
lies. Re 1:5; 3:14 « Pr 19:5 
6 Ascoffer seeks wisdom and 
finds none, 
But knowledge is easy to one 
who has understanding. 
7 Leave the 8presence of a fool, 
Or you will not discern 
words of knowledge. _pr23:9 
8 The wisdom of the sensible is 
to understand his way, 
But ®the foolishness of fools is 
deceit. 1 Co 3:19 
9 Fools mock at ‘sin, 
But Ramong the upright there 
is good will. Lit guilt + Pr 3:34; 11:20 
10 The heart knows its own 
Rbitterness, 
And a stranger does not share 
its joy. 1 Sa 1:10; Job 21:25 
11 The ®house of the wicked 
will be destroyed, 
But the tent of the upright will 
flourish. Job 8:15 
12 There 8is a way which seems 
right to a man, 
But its Rend is the way of 
death. Pr 12:15; 16:25 ¢ Ro 6:21 
13 Even in laughter the heart 
may be in pain, 
si the Rend of joy may be 
ief. Ec 2:1,2 
14 The tBackeli det in heart will 
have his ®fill of his own 
ways, 
But a good man will be 
satisfied with his. _ pr 1:31; 12:21 
15 The ‘naive believes 
everything, 
But the sensible man 
considers his steps. _ Lit simple 
16 A wise man ‘is cautious and 
turns away from evil, 
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- But a fool is arrogant and 
careless. Lit fears 
17. A quick-tempered man acts 
foolishly, 
And a man of evil devices is 
hated. 
18 The ‘naive inherit foolishness, 
But the sensible are crowned 
with knowledge. 
19 The Revil will bow down 
before the good, 
And the wicked at the gates of 
the righteous. 1 Sa 2:36; Pr 11:29 
20 The Spoor is hated even by his 
neighbor, 
But those who love the rich 
are many. Pr 19:7 
21 He who Rdespises his 
neighbor sins, 
But happy is he who i is 
gracious to the poor. pr11:12 
22 Will they not go astray who 
devise evil? 
But kindness and truth will be 
to those who devise good. 
wy 23 In all labor there is profit, 
But ™mere talk leads only to 


Lit simple 


poverty. Lit word of lips 
24 The ®crown of the wise is their 
riches, 
But the folly of fools is 
foolishness. Pr 10:22; 13:8; 21:20 
25 A truthful witness saves 
lives, 
But he who £utters lies is 
Ttreacherous. Pr 14:5 « Lit treachery 
26 In the Ffear of the Lorp 
there is strong confidence, 
And his children will have 
refuge. Pr 18:10; 19:23; Is 33:6 
27 The fear of the Lorp is a 
fountain of life, 
That one may avoid the snares 
of death. Or reverence 
28 Ina multitude of people is a 
king’s glory, 
But in the dearth of people is a 
prince’s ruin. 
y* 29 He who is slow to anger 
has great understanding, 
But he who is quick-tempered 
exalts folly. 
30 A &tranquil heart is life to the 
body, 
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But passion is 8rottenness to 
the bones. Pr 15:13 « Pr 12:4; Hab 3:16 
y~ 31 He who oppresses the poor 
taunts his Maker, 
But he who is gracious to the 
needy honors Him. 

32 The wicked is thrust down by 
his wrongdoing, 

But the righteous has a refuge 
when he dies. 

33 Wisdom rests in the heart of 
one who has 
understanding, 

But in the Thearts of fools it is 
made known. Lit inward part 

34 Righteousness exalts a nation, 

But sin is a disgrace to any 
people. 

35 The king’s favor is toward a 
servant who acts wisely, 

But his anger is toward him 
who acts shamefully. 


AS aiperce the Upright and the 


1 
But a harsh word stirs up 
anger. Ju 8:1-3; Pr 15:18; 25:15 
2 The Nondue of the wise 
makes knowledge 
acceptable, 
But the mouth of fools spouts 
folly. Pr 15:7 © Pr 12:23; 13:16; 15:28 
3 The eyes of the Lorp are in 
every place, 
Sree the evil and the 


y* 4A Foothing tongue is a tree of 


A ®gentle answer turns 
away wrath, 


Beer pemersion in it crushes 
the Spirit. Lit healing 
5 A fool 'rejects his father’s 
discipline, 
But he who regards reproof is 
sensible. Or despises 
6 Great wealth is in the house of 
the Frighteous, 
But trouble is in the income of 
the wicked. Pr 8:21 
7 The lips of the wise spread 
knowledge, 
But the hearts of fools are not 


SO. 

8 The sacrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination to the 
Lorpb, 


714 


But ®the prayer of the upright 
is His delight. Pr 15:29 
9 The way of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lorpb, 
But He loves one who pursues 
righteousness. ; 
yw 10 Grievous punishment is for 
him who forsakes the way; 
Pe ao hates reproof will 
11 RSheol and Abaddon lie open 
before the Lorpb, 
How much more the hearts of 
men! Job 26:6; Ps 139:8 
12 Ascoffer does not love one 
who reproves him, 
He will not go to the wise. 
y* 13 A §joyful heart makes a 
cheerful face, 
But when the heart is sad, the 
spirit is broken. Pr 17:22 
14 The ®mind of the intelligent 
seeks knowledge, 
But the mouth of fools feeds 


on folly. Pr 18:15 
15 All the days of the afflicted 
are bad, 


But a ‘cheerful heart has a 
continual feast. Lit good 
16 Better is a little with the "fear 
of the Lorp 
Than great treasure and 
turmoil with it. Or reverence 
17 ®Better is a dish of vegetables 
where love is 
Than a fattened ox served 
with hatred. Pr 17:1 ¢ Or portion 
18 A ®hot-tempered man stirs up 
strife, 
But the slow to anger calms a 
dispute. Pr 16:28; 26:21; 29:22 
19 The way of the lazy is asa 
hedge of thorns, 
But the path of the upright is a 
highway. 
20 A ®wise son makes a father 
glad, 
But a foolish man Rdespises 
his mother. — pr 10:1; 29:3 « Pr 30:17 
21 Folly is joy to him who lacks 
sense, 
But a man of understanding 
Rwalks straight. pr 14:8; Ep 5:15 
22 Without consultation, plans 
are frustrated, 


Y% 14:31-32. % 15:1 % 15:4 % 15:10 
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But with many counselors 
they Tgucceed. rare established 
| ve 23 A st has joy in an apt 
answ 
And boals delightful i is a timely 
Rword! Pr 12:14 « Pr 25:11; Is 50:4 
24 The ®path of life leads upward 
for the wise 
That he may keep away from 
Sheol below. Pr 4:18 
te 25 The Lorp will tear down 
the house of the proud, 
But He will establish the 
boundary of the widow. 
26 Evil plans are an abomination 
to the Lorp, 
But pleasant words are pure. 
27 He who ®profits illicitly 
troubles his own house, 
eA ome who hates bribes will 
Pr 1:19; 28:25; 1 Ti 6:10 
28 The | neart of the righteous 
Rponders how to answer, 
But the mouth of the wicked 
pours out evil things. 1 Pe 3:15 
29 The Lorp is ®far from the 


wicked, 
But He hears the prayer of the 


righteous. Ps 18:41; Pr 1:28 
30 ‘Bright eyes gladden the 
heart; 


Good news puts fat on the 
bONeS. Lit The light of the eyes gladdens 
31 He whose ear listens to the 
life-giving reproof 
Will dwell among the wise. 
32 He who neglects discipline 
despises himself, 
But he who listens to reproof 
acquires understanding. 
33 The "fear of the Lorp is the 
instruction for wisdom, 
And before honor comes 
humility. Or reverence 


Contrast the Upright and the 
Wicked 
] The ®plans of the heart belong 
to man, 
But the answer of the tongue 
is from the Lorb. © Pr16:9; 19:21 
2 All the ways of aman are 
clean in his own sight, 
But the 8Lorp weighs the 
TmotiveS. 1 Sa 16:7; Da 5:27 « Lit spirits 
Oe 3 TCommit your works to the 
LorRD 
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And your plans will be 
established. 

4 The Lorp ®has made 
cA atin: for its own 
purp 

Even the: Rwicked for the day 
of evil. Ge 1:31; Ec 3:11 © Ro 9:22 

5 Everyone who is proud in 
heart is an abomination to 
the Lorp; 

Assuredly, he will not be 
unpunished. 
y* 6 By lovingkindness and truth 
iniquity is atoned for, 
And by the fear of the Lorp 
one keeps away from evil. 

7 When a man’s ways are 

pleasing to the Lorp, 
He ®makes even his 
enemies to be at peace with 
him. Ge 33:4; 2 Ch 17:10 

8 Better is a little with 

righteousness 
Than great income ait. 
injustice. 

9 The mind of ®man plans his 


Lit Roll 


way, 
But the Lorp directs his 
steps. Pr 16:1; 19:21 
10 A divine ®decision is in the 
lips of the king; 
His mouth should not Terr in 
judgment. 1 Ki 3:28 « Lit be unfaithful 
11 A just balance and scales 
belong to the Lorp; 
All the weights of the bag are 
His concern.  Pr11:1 « Lit stones 
12 It is an abomination for kings 
to commit wicked acts, 
For a throne is established on 
righteousness. Pr 25:5 
13 Righteous lips are the delight 
of kings, 
And he who speaks right is 
loved. 
14 The fury of a king is like 
messengers of death, 
fe a wise man will appease 


15 the light of a king’s face is 
ife 
And his favor is like a cloud 
with the ‘spring rain. Lit latter 
16 How much &better it is to get 
wisdom than gold! 


Y 15:23 9% 15:25 * 15:29-33 3% 16:3 
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And to get understanding is 
to be chosen above 
silver. Pr 8:10, 19 
17 The ®highway of the upright is 
to depart from evil; 
He who watches his way 
preserves his "life. ts 35:8 « Lit soul 
18 Pride goes before destruction, 
And a haughty spirit before 
stumbling. 
19 It is better to be Shumble in 
spirit with the lowly 
Than to divide the spoil with 
the proud. Pr 3:34; 29:23: Is 57:15 
20 He who gives attention to the 
word will find good, 
And ®blessed is he who trusts 
inthe LorD. Ps 2:12; 34:8; Je 17:7 
21 The wise in heart will be 
called understanding, 
And sweetness of speech 
increases persuasiveness. 
22 Understanding is a fountain of 
life to one who has it, 
But the discipline of fools is 


folly. 
23 The 8heart of the wise 
instructs his mouth 

And adds persuasiveness to 

his lips. Ps 37:30; Pr 15:28; Ma 12:34 
24 Pleasant words area 
honeycomb, 

Sweet to the soul and ®healing 

to the bones. Pr 4:22; 17:22 
25 There is a way which seems 
right to a man, 

But its end is the way of 

death. 
26 A babes 5 appetite works for 
im, 

For his hunger urges him on. 
y* 27 A hee a man digs up 
evil, 

While his words are like 
scorching fire. Pr 6:12, 14, 18 
28 A perverse man spreads strife, 
And a slanderer separates 
intimate friends. 
29 Aman of violence Rentices his 


neighbor 
And leads him in a way that is 
not good. Pr 1:10; 12:26 


30 He who winks his eyes does 
so to devise perverse things; 
He who compresses his lips 
brings evil to pass. 
ai 31 A ®gray head is a crown of 
glory; 
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It Ris found in the way of 
righteousness. Pr 20:29 Pr 3:1,2 
32 He who is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty, | 
And he who rules his spirit, 
than he who captures a city. 
33 The Flot is cast into the lap, 
But its every 8decision is from 
the Lorp. Pr 18:18 © Pr 29:26 


Meee the Upright and the 
Wicked 
l 7 RBetter is a dry morsel and 
quietness with it 

Than a house full of feasting 
with strife. Pr 15:17 

2 Aservant who acts wisely will 
rule over a son who acts 
shamefully, 

And will share in the 
inheritance among 
brothers. 

3 The refining pot is for silver 
and the furnace for gold, 

But the Lorp tests hearts. 

4 Sees Revildoer listens to wicked 
ips; 

A liar pays attention to a 
destructive tongue. 

a 5 He who mocks the poor 
taunts his Maker; 

He who rejoices at calamity 
will not go unpunished. 

6 Grandchildren are the crown 
of old men, 

And the glory of sons is their 
fathers. Ge 48:11; Pr 13:22 

7 Excellent speech is not fitting 
for a fool, 

Much less are lying lips to a 
prince. Pr 24:7 © Ps 31:18; Pr 12:22 

8 A ®bribe is a charm in the 
sight of its owner; 

Wherever he turns, he 
prospers. Pr 21:14; Is 1:23; Am 5:12 

9 He who conceals a 
transgression seeks love, 

But he who repeats a matter 

ys i: separates intimate friends. 


A rebuke goes deeper into 
Bi it a hundred blows into a 


Pr 14:15 


one who has understanding 
i JAS nebatious man seeks only 
evil, 


Y 16:23-24 %* 16:27 3% 16:31-17:2 
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So a cruel messenger will be 
sent against him. 

12 Let aman meet a bear robbed 
of her cubs, 

Rather than a fool in his 
folly. 

13 He who £returns evil for good, 

Evil will not depart from his 

house. Ps 35:12; 109:5; Je 18:20 
ion 14 The beginning of strife is 

like letting out water, 

So abandon the quarrel before 
it breaks out. 

15 He who justifies the wicked 
and he who condemns the 
righteous, 

Both of them alike are an 
abomination to the Lorpb. 

16 Why is there a price in the 
hand of a fool to }buy 
wisdom, 

When he has no sense?  pr23:23 
17 A &friend loves at all times, 
And a brother is born for 


adversity. Ru 1:16; Pr 18:24 
18 A man lacking in sense 
pledges 


And becomes guarantor in the 
presence of his neighbor. 
19 He who 8loves transgression 
loves strife; 
He who £raises his door seeks 
destruction. Pr 29:22 « Pr 16:18; 29:23 
20 He who has a crooked mind 
finds no good, 
And he who is perverted in his 
language falls into evil. 
21 He who Bsires a fool does so to 
his sorrow, 
oS ee father of a fool has no 


Pr 10:1; 17:25; 19:13 
fixes 


A  Moytul heart is good 


medicine, 
But a broken spirit dries up 
the bones. Pr 15:13 ¢ Ps 22:15 


23 A wicked man receives a 
Rpbribe from the bosom 
To ®pervert the ways of 
justice. Pr 17:8 © Ex 23:8; Mi 3:11; 7:3 
24 Wisdom is in the presence of 
the one who has 
understanding, 
But the Reyes of a fool are on 
the ends of the earth. — £c2:14 
yw 25 A ®foolish son is a grief to 
his father 
And ®bitterness to her who 
bore him. Pr 19:13 ¢ Pr 10:1 
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26 Itis also not good to ®fine the 
righteous, 
Nor to strike the noble for 
their uprightness. © pr 17:15; 18:5 
27 He who restrains his words 
has knowledge, 
And he who has a cool spirit 
is a man of understanding. 
28 Even a fool, when he ®keeps 
silent, is considered wise; 
When he closes his lips, he is 
considered prudent. — Job 13:5 


Contrast the Upright and the 
Wicked 
l He who separates himself 
seeks his own desire, 
He ®quarrels against all sound 


wisdom. Pr 3:21; 8:14 
2 A fool does not delight in 
understanding, 


But only 8in revealing his own 
Tmind. Pr 12:23; 13:16; Ec 10:3 « Lit heart 
3 When a wicked man comes, 
contempt also comes, 
And with dishonor comes 


scorn. 
4 The words of a man’s mouth 
are kdeep waters; 

The fountain of wisdom is a 
bubbling brook. Pr 20:5 

5 To show partiality to the 
wicked is not good, 

Nor to thrust aside the 
righteous in judgment. 

6 A fool’s lips "bring strife, 

And his mouth calls for 

Rpblows. Lit come with ¢ Pr 19:29 
7 A fool’s mouth is his ruin, 

And his lips are the snare of 
his soul. 

8 The words of a whisperer are 
like dainty morsels, 

And they go down into the 
Tinnermost parts of the 
body. Lit chambers of the belly 

9 Healso who is ®slack in his 
work 

RJs brother to him who 
destroys. Pr 10:4 © Pr 28:24 

10 The name of the Lorp is a 
strong tower; 

The righteous runs into it and 
Ris safe. Ex 3:15 © Pr 29:25 
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11 A ®rich man’s wealth is his 
strong city, 
And like a high wall in his 
own imagination. Pr 10:15 
12 Before destruction the heart 
of man is haughty, 
But humility goes before 
honor. Pr 11:2; 16:18; 29:23 © Pr 15:33 
13 He who gives an answer 
before he hears, 
It is folly and shame to him. 
14 The ®spirit of aman can 
endure his sickness, 
But as for a §broken spirit who 
can bear it? Pr 17:22 ¢ Pr 15:13 
15 The 8mind of the prudent 
acquires knowledge, 
And the ear of the wise seeks 


knowledge. Pr 15:14; Ep 1:17 
16 A man’s §gift makes room for 
him 


aus brine him before great 
Ge 32:20; 1 Sa 25:27 

17 The first Tto plead his case 
seems right, 

Until another comes and 
examines him. Lit in his plea 

18 The cast ®lot puts an end to 
strife 

And decides between the 
mighty ones. Pr 16:33 
19 A brother offended is harder 
to be won than a strong 
city, 
And contentions are like the 
bars of a citadel. 

20 With the ®fruit of a man’s 
mouth his stomach will be 
satisfied; 

He will be satisfied with the 
product of his lips. Pr 12:14 

21 RDeath and life are in the 
power of the tongue, 

And those who love it will eat 
its fruit. Pr 12:13; 13:3; Ma 12:37 

22 He who finds a wife finds a 

good thing 
And obtains favor from the 
LORD. Ge 2:18; Pr 12:4; 19:14; 31:10-31 

23 The 8poor man utters 

supplications, 
But the 8rich man answers 
roughly. Pr 19:7 « Jam 2:3, 6 
yw 24 Aman of too many friends 
comes to ruin, 

But there is a friend who 

sticks closer than a 
brother. 
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RBetter is a poor man who 
walks in his integrity | 

Than he who is perverse in 
speech andisafool.  pr286 

Also it is not good for a 
person to be without 
knowledge, 

And he who hurries This 
footsteps errs. Lit with his feet 

The ®foolishness of man ruins 
his way, 

And his heart 8rages against 
the Lorp. Pr 11:3 ¢ Is 8:21 

RWealth adds many friends, 

But a poor man is separated 
from his friend. Pr 14:20 

A false witness will not go 
unpunished, 

And he who &tells lies will ne 

escape. 6:19 

RMany will seek the favor of a 
generous man, 

And every man is a friend to 
him who gives gifts. Pr 29:26 

All the brothers of a poor man 
hate him; 

How much more do his 
Rfriends abandon him! 

He pursues them with words, 
but they are gone. Ps 38:11 

He who gets ‘wisdom loves 
his own soul; 

He who keeps understanding 
will ®find Good. Lit heart + Pr 16:20 

A Ffalse witness will not go 
unpunished, 

And he who tells lies will 
perish. Pr 19:5; Da 6:24 « Lit breathes 

Luxury is not fitting for a 
fool; 

Much less for a slave to rule 
Over princes. Pr 17:7; 26:1; Ec 10:6, 7 

A man’s ®discretion makes 
him slow to anger, 

And it is his glory to overlook 
a transgression. Pr 14:29; 16:32 

The ®king’s wrath is like the 
roaring of a lion, 

But his favor is like dew on 
the grass. Pr 16:14 

A foolish son is destruction to 
his father, 

And the contentions of a wife 
are a constant dripping. 


1819-22 2% 18:24 
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14 House and wealth are an 
Rinheritance from fathers, 
But a prudent wife is from the 
ORD. 2 Co 12:14 
15 RLaziness casts into a deep 
sleep, 
And an idle ™man will suffer 
hunger. Pr 6:9, 10; 24:33 ¢ Lit soul 
16 He who keeps the 
commandment keeps his 
soul, 
But he who is careless of 
Tconduct will die. Lit ways 
17 One who is gracious to a poor 
man lends to the Lorp, 
And He will repay him for his 
Rgood deed. Pr 12:14; Lk 6:38 
va 18 Discipline your son while 
there is hope, 
And do not desire his death. 
19 A man of great anger will bear 
the penalty, 
For if you rescue him, you will 
only have to do it again. 
20 Listen to counsel and 
accept discipline, 
That you may be wise the rest 
of your days. 
21 Many ®plans are in a man’s 


heart, 
But the counsel of the Lorp 
will stand. Pr 16:1, 9 


22 What is desirable in a man is 
his ‘kindness, 
And it is better to be a poor 
man than a liar. 
23 The ®fear of the Lorp leads 
to life, 
So that one may sleep 
Rgatisfied, untouched by 
evil. Pr 14:27; 1 Ti 4:8 © Ps 25:13 
24 The ®sluggard buries his hand 
in the dish, 
But will not even bring it back 
to his mouth. Pr 26:15 
25 ®Strike a scoffer and the naive 
may become shrewd, 
But reprove one who has 
understanding and he will 
gain knowledge. Pr 21:11 
26 He 8who assaults his father 
and drives his mother away 
Is a shameful and disgraceful 


son. Pr 28:24 
27 Cease listening, my son, to 
discipline, 


And you will stray from the 
words of knowledge. 


PD a a ee 
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28 A -rascally witness makes a 
mockery of justice, 
And the mouth of the wicked 
Tgpreads iniquity. Or swallows 
29 Judgments are prepared for 
Rscoffers, 
And 8blows for the back of 
TOOLS. Ps 1:1; Pr 9:12 ¢ Pr 10:13; 18:6; 26:3 
On Life and Conduct 
2 Wine is a mocker, strong 
WY, drink a brawler, 
And whoever Tis intoxicated 
by it is not wise. Lit errs 
2 The terror of a king is like the 
growling of a lion; 
He who provokes him to 
anger forfeits his own life. 
3 Keeping away from strife is an 
honor for a man, 
But any fool will quarrel. 
4 The ®sluggard does not plow 
after the autumn, 
So he begs during the harvest 
and has nothing. © pr 13:4; 21:25 
5 A plan in the heart of a man is 
like deep water, 
But a man of understanding 
draws it out. 
6 Many a man proclaims his 
own loyalty, 
But who can find a 
trustworthy man? 
Wee 7 A righteous man who ®walks 
in his integrity— 
RHow blessed are his sons 
after him. — Pr 19:1 © Ps 37:26; 112:2 
8 RA king who sits on the throne 
of justice 
TDisperses all evil with his 
eyes. Pr 20:26; 25:5 © Or Sifts 
9 Who can say, “I have cleansed 
my heart, 
Iam pure from my sin”? 
10 Differing weights and 
differing measures, 
Both of them are abominable 
to the Lorp. Pr 11:1; 20:23 
11 It is by his deeds that a lad 
Rdistinguishes himself 
If his conduct is pure and 
right. 
12 The hearing "ear and the 
seeing eye, 


Ma 7:16 


Y 19:14 3% 19:18 3% 19:20 19:22 Or loyalty 
Y 19:23 % 20:1 3% 20:4 % 20:7 
Y 20:11 
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The Lorp has made both of 


them. Ex 4:11; Ps 94:9 


13 Do not love sleep, or you will 
become poor; 

Open your eyes, and you will 
be satisfied with food. 

14 “Bad, bad,” says the buyer, 

But when he goes his way, 
then he boasts. 

15 There is gold, and an 
abundance of jewels; 

But the lips of knowledge are 
a more precious thing. 

16 Take his garment when he 
becomes surety for a 
stranger; 

And ee pores hold him 
in 

17 RBread obtained by falsehood 
is sweet to a man, 

But afterward his mouth will 
be filled with gravel. — pr9:17 

18 Prepare ®plans by 


consultation, 
And make war by wise 
guidance. Pr 11:14; 15:22 


19 He who ®goes about as a 
slanderer reveals secrets, 
Therefore do not associate 
with 8a gossip. Pr 11:13 « Pr 13:3 
20 He who &curses his father or 
his mother, 
His lamp will go out in time 
of darkness. Lit pupil (of eye) 
21 An inheritance gained 
hurriedly at the beginning 
Will not be blessed in the 


end. 
22 Do not say, “I will repay 


evil”; 
RWait for the Lorpb, and He 
will save you. Ps 27:14 
we 23 ®Differing weights are an 
abomination to the Lorp, 
And a ®false scale is not 
good. Pr 20:10 © Pr 11:1 
24 Man’ s steps are ordained by 
the Lorpb, 
How then can man 
understand his way?  pr169 
25 Itis atrap for a man to say 
rashly, “It is holy!” 
And ®after the vows to make 


inquiry. Ec 5:4, 5 
26 A ®wise king winnows the 
wicked, 


And drives the ®threshing 
wheel over them. Pr 20:8 « Is 28:27 
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27 The &spirit of man is the 
lamp of the Lorp, 
Searching all the innermost 
parts of his being. 1Co 2:11 
28 Loyalty a Rtruth preserve 


the kin 

And he aaaNas his throne by 
righteousness. Pr 29:14 

yw 29 The glory of young men is 

their strength, 

And the ®honor of old men is 
their gray hair. Pr 16:31 

30 Stripes that wound scour 

away evil, 


And strokes reach the 
innermost parts. 


On Life and Conduct 


The king’s heart is like 
channels of water in the 
hand of the Lorp; 

He &turns it wherever He 
wishes. Ez 6:22 

2 REvery man’s way is right in 
his own eyes, 

But the Lorpb weighs the 
hearts. Pr 16:2 ¢ Pr 16:2; 24:12; Lk 16:15 

3 To do righteousness and 
justice 

Is desired by the Lorp more 
than sacrifice. 

4 Haughty eyes and a proud 
heart, 

hg eae of the wicked, is 

Pr 24:20; Lk 11:34 
5 The lass of the diligent lead 
surely to advantage, 

But everyone who is hasty 
comes surely to poverty. 

6 The ®acquisition of treasures 
by a lying tongue 

Is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit 
of Rdeath. Pr 13:11; 20:21 « Pr 8:36 

7 The violence of the wicked 
will drag them away, 

Because they "refuse to act 
with justice. Am 5:7; Mi 3:9 

8 The way of a guilty man is 


Rcrooked, 
But as for the pure, his 
conduct is upright. Pr 2:15 
9 It is better to live in a corner 
of a roof 


Than in a house shared with a 
contentious woman. 


Y 20:20 % 20:23 3* 20:27 3 20:29 
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10 The on of the wicked desires 
evil; 
His Rneighbor finds no favor 
in his eyes. Ps 52:3: Pr 2:14; 14:21 
11 When the 8scoffer is punished, 
the ™naive becomes wise; 
But when the wiseis ~ 
instructed, he receives 
knowledge. - pr 19:25 Lit simple 
12 The righteous one considers 
the house of the wicked, 
Turning the wicked to ruin. 
13. He who &shuts his ear to the 
cry of the poor 
Will also cry himself and not 
be answered. Ma 18:30-34; 1 Jo 3:17 
14 A ®gift in secret subdues 


anger, 
And a bribe in the bosom, 
strong wrath. Pr 18:16; 19:6 


15 The exercise of justice is joy 
for the righteous, 
But is 8terror to the workers of 
iniquity. Pr 10:29 
16 A man who wanders from the 
way of understanding 
Will 8rest in the assembly of 
the dead. Ps 49:14 
17 He who £loves pleasure will 
become a poor man; 
He who loves wine and oil will 
not become rich. Pr 23:21 
18 The wicked is a 8ransom for 
the righteous, 
And the treacherous is in the 
place of the upright. Is 43:3 
19 ®It is better to live in a desert 


land | 
Than with a contentious and 
vexing woman. Pr 21:9 


20 There is precious "treasure 
and oil in the dwelling of 
the wise, 

But a foolish man ®swallows it 
UD. Ps 112:3; Pr 8:21; 22:4 © Job 20:15, 18 

21 He who ®pursues 
righteousness and 
loyalty 

Finds life, righteousness and 
honor. Pr 15:9; Ma 5:6; 1 Co 15:58 
22 A wise man scales the city of 
the mighty 
And brings down the 
stronghold in which they 
Ca 23 He who guards his mouth 
and his tongue, 


trust. 2 Sa 5:6-9; Pr 24:5; Ec 7:19; 9:15, 16 
Guards his soul from troubles. 


PROVERBS 22:7 


24 “Proud,” “Haughty,” “Scoffer,” 
are his names, 
Who acts with insolent pride. 
25 The desire of the sluggard 
puts him to death, 
For his hands refuse to work; 
26 All day long he is craving, 
While the righteous gives and 
does not hold back. 
27 The sacrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination, 
How much more when he 
brings it with evil intent! 
28 A false witness will perish, 
But the man who listens to 
the truth will speak forever. 
29 A wicked man 8displays a 
bold face, 
But as for the upright, he 
makes his way sure. Ec 8:1 
30 There is Sno wisdom and no 
understanding 
And no counsel against the 
LORD. Je 9:23; Ac 5:38, 39; 1 Co 3:19, 20 
31 The ®horse is prepared for the 
day of battle, 
But victory belongs to the 
Lorp. Ps 20:7; 33:17; Is 31:1 


On Life and Conduct 


2 A ®good name is to be 
We more desired than great 


wealth, 
Favor is better than silver and 
gold Pr 10:7; Ec 7:1 


2 The rich and the poor have a 
common bond, 
The Lorp is the ®maker of 
them all. Job 31:15; Pr 14:31 
3 The prudent sees the evil and 
hides himself, 
But the "naive go on, and are 
punished for it. Lit simple 
yw 4 The reward of humility and 
the fear of the Lorp 
Are riches, honor and life. 
5 ®Thorns and snares are in the 
way of the perverse; 
He who guards himself will be 
far from them. Pr 15:19 
yw 6 ®Train up a child in the way 
he should go, 
Even when he is old he will 
not depart from it. Ep 6:4 
7 The rich rules over the poor, 


YH 1:13 VO PINT VAA1B 7al02.1 
YH 29:4 YX 22:6 
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And the borrower becomes 
the lender’s slave. 
8 He who 8sows iniquity will 
reap vanity, 
And the £rod of his fury will 
perish. Job 4:8 © Ps 125:3 
9 He who is 8generous will be 
blessed, 
For he gives some of his food 
to the poor. Pr 19:17; 2 Co 9:6 
10 Drive out the scoffer, and 
contention will go out, 
Even strife and dishonor will 
cease. Ge 21:9, 10; Pr 18:6; 26:20 
11 He who loves 8purity of heart 
And whose speech is 
Reracious, the king is his 
friend. Ps 24:4; Ma 5:8 « Pr 14:35; 16:13 
12 The eyes of the Lorpb preserve 
knowledge, 
But He overthrows the words 
of the treacherous man. 
13 The sluggard says, “There is a 
lion outside; 
I will be killed in the streets!” 
14 The mouth of an adulteress is 
a deep pit; 
He who is ®cursed of the Lorp 
will fall Tinto it. Ec 7:26 « Lit there 
oy 15 Foolishness is bound up in 
the heart of a child; 
The rod of discipline will 
remove it far from him. 
16 He who oppresses the poor to 
make more for himself 
Or who gives to the rich, ®will 
only come to poverty. pr 28:22 
wv 17 ®Incline your ear and hear 
the words of the wise, 
And apply your mind to my 
knowledge; Pr 5:1 
18 For it will be §pleasant if you 
keep them within you, 
TThat they may be ready on 
your lips. Pr 2:10 ¢ Lit They together 
19 So that your trust may be in 
the Lorpb, 
I have ‘taught you today, even 
you Pr 3:5 ¢ Lit made you know 
20 Have I not written to you 
excellent things 
Of counsels and knowledge, 
21 To make you know the 
certainty of the words of 
truth 
That you may correctly 
answer him who sent you? 
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22 he not et the poor because 
eis p 
Or resh ie afflicted at the 
gate; Ex 23:6; Job 31:16; Pr 22: 16 
23 For the Lorp will plead their 


case 
And "take the life of those 
who rob them. Lit rob the soul 


24 Do not associate with a man 
given to anger; 
Or 205 with a ®hot-tempered 
Pr 29:22 
25 Ory vee will learn his ways 
And find a snare for yourself. 


26 Do not be among those who 
Rgjive pledges, 
Among those who become 
guarantors for debts. pr 17:18 
27 If you have nothing with 
which to pay, 
Why should he ®take your bed 
from under you? Ex 22:26; Pr 20:16 


28 Do not move the ancient 
boundary 
Which your fathers have set. 


29 Do you see a man skilled in 
his work? 
He will 8stand before kings; 
He will not stand before 
obscure men. — Ge 41:46; 1 Ki 10:8 


On Life and Conduct 
When you sit down to dine 
with a ruler, 
Consider carefully ™what is 
before you, Or who 
2 And put a knife to your throat 
If you are a ®man of great 
appetite. Pr 23:20 
3 Do not desire his delicacies, 
For it is deceptive food. 


wy 4 Do not weary yourself to 
gain wealth, 
RCease from your 
consideration of it. Pr 3:5,7 
5 When you set your eyes on it, 
it is gone. 
For 8wealth certainly makes 
itself wings 
Like an eagle that flies toward 
the heavens. Pr 27:24; 1 Ti 6:17 


6 ®Do not eat the bread of a 
selfish man, 
Or desire his delicacies; ps 141.4 


Y 22:9 3% 22:15 % 29:17-18 3% 23:45 
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7 For as he thinks within 
himself, so he is. 
He says to you, “Eat and 
drink!” 
But his heart is not with you. 
8 You will vomit up the morsel 
you have eaten, 
And waste your compliments. 


9 ®Do not speak in the hearing 
of a fool, 
For he will despise the 
wisdom of your words. ma7:6 


10 Do not move the ancient 


boundary 
Or ®go into the fields of the 
fatherless, Je 22:3; Ze 7:10 


11 For their "Redeemer is strong; 
He will plead their case 
against you. Job 19:25; Je 50:34 
yw 12 Apply your heart to 
discipline 
And your ears to words of 
knowledge. 


13 Do not hold back discipline 
from the child, 
Although you strike him with 
the rod, he will not die. 
14 You shall 'strike him with the 


rod 
And Frescue his soul from 
Sheol. Lit smite * 1 Co 5:5 


15 My son, if your heart is ®wise, 
My own heart also will be 


glad; Pr 23:24f; 27:11; 29:3 
16 And my Tinmost being will 
rejoice 
When your lips speak ®what is 
right. Lit kidneys © Pr 8:6 
17 Do not let your heart envy 
sinners, 
But live in the fear of the Lorp 
always. Ps 37:1; Pr 24:1, 19 


18 Surely there is a ®future, 
And your ®hope will not be cut 
off. Ps 19:11; 58:11; Pr 24:14 © Ps 9:18 
yw 19 Listen, my son, and ®be 
wise, 
Ang iG your heart in the 
Pr 6:6 © Pr 4:23; 9:6 
20 ane act be with heavy drinkers 
of wine, 
vias hn Rgluttonous eaters of 
De 21:20; Pr 28:7 
21 For | fe Rheavy drinker and the 
glutton will come to 
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PROVERBS 23:34 


And "drowsiness will clothe 
one with rags. Pr 21:17¢ Pr 6:10, 11 


Listen to your father who 
begot you, 

And do not despise your 
mother when she is old. 
Buy truth, and do not sell it, 
Get wisdom and instruction 

and understanding. 


The father of the righteous 
will greatly rejoice, 

And he who sires a wise son 
will be glad in him. 

Let your ®father and your 
mother be glad, 

And let her rejoice who gave 
birth to you. Pr 27:11 


RGive me your heart, my son, 

And let your eyes 8delight in 
MY WayS. Pr 3:1; 4:4 « Ps 1:2; 119:24 

For a harlot is a 8deep pit 

And an 8adulterous woman is 
a narrow well. pr 22:14 Pr5:20 

Surely she lurks as a robber, 

And increases the faithless 
among men. Pr 6:26; 7:12; Ec 7:26 


Who has woe? Who has 
sorrow? 

Who has contentions? Who 
has complaining? 

Who has wounds without 
cause? 

Who has redness of eyes? 

Those who linger long over 
wine, 

Those eS go to "taste mixed 
win Or search out ¢ Ps 75:8 

Do i look on the wine when 
it is red, 

When it sparkles in the cup, 

When it goes down smoothly; 

At the last it bites like a 
serpent 

And stings like a viper. 

Your eyes will see strange 
things 

And your ‘mind will ®utter 
perverse things. Lit heart « Pr 2:12 

And you will be like one who 
lies down in the ™middle of 
the sea, 

Or like one who lies down on 
the top of a ‘mast. Lit heart 


poverty, YF 23:12-14 3% 23:19-26 23:34 Or lookout 
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35 “They struck me, but I did not 
become ill; 
They beat me, but I did not 
know it. 
When shall I awake? 
I will seek another drink.” 


Precepts and Warnings 
2 Do not be envious of evil 
men, 
Nor desire to be with them; 
2 For their minds devise 
violence, 
And their lips talk of trouble. 


yw 3 8By wisdom a house is built, 
And by understanding it is 
established; Pr 9:1; 14:1 
4 And by knowledge the rooms 
are Ffilled 
With all precious and pleasant 
riches. Pr 8:21 


5 A ®wise man is strong, 
And a man of knowledge 
increases power. Pr 21:22 
6 For by wise guidance you will 
wage war, 
And in abundance of 
counselors there is victory. 


7 Eat is too exalted fora 
ool, 
He does not open his mouth in 
the gate. Ps 10:5; Pr 14:6; 17:16 


8 One who plans to do evil, 
Men will call a schemer. 
9 The devising of folly is sin, 
And the scoffer is an 
abomination to men. 


10 If you are slack in the day of 
distress, 
Your strength is limited. 


11 Deliver those who are being 
taken away to death, 

And those who are staggering 
to slaughter, Oh hold them 
back. Ps 82:4; Is 58:6, 7 

12 If you say, “See, we did not 
know this,” 

Does He not consider it who 
weighs the hearts? 

And does He not know it who 
keeps your soul? 

And will He not render to man 
according to his work? 


13 My son, eat honey, for it is 
good, 
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Yes, the honey from the comb 
is sweet to your taste; 
14 Know that 8wisdom is thus 
for your soul; ‘ 
If you find it, then there will 


be a ®future, 
And your hope will not be cut 
off. Pr 2:10 © Pr 23:18 


15 ®Do not lie in wait, O wicked 
man, against the dwelling of 
the righteous; J 
as ys ey his resting 
Ps 10:9, 10 
yw 16 fora a Genes man falls 
seven times, and rises 
again, 
But the wicked stumble in 
time of calamity. 
17 Do not rejoice when your 
enemy falls, 
And do not let your heart be 
glad when he stumbles; 
18 Or the Lorp will see it and "be 
displeased, 
And turn His anger away from 
him. Lit it is evil in His eyes 
19 Do not fret because of 
evildoers 
Or be envious of the wicked; 
20 For ®there will be no 8future 
for the evil man; 
The lamp of the wicked will 
be put out. Job 15:31 ¢ Pr 23:18 
21 My son, fear the Lorp and the 
king; 
Do not associate with those 
who are given to change, 
22 For their calamity will rise 
suddenly, 
And who knows the ruin that 
comes from both of them? 
23 These also are sayings of the 
wise. 
To show partiality in judgment 
is not good. 
24 He who says to the wicked, 
“You are righteous,” 
Peoples will curse him, 
nations will abhor him; 
25 But to those who rebuke the 
wicked will be delight, 
And a good blessing will come 
upon them. Pr 28:23 


Y 24:3-4 % 24:16-18 
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26 He kisses the lips 
Who gives a right answer. 


27 Prepare your work outside 
And ®make it ready for 
yourself in the field; 
Afterwards, then, build your 
house. Pr 27:23-27 


28 Do not be a 8witness against 
your neighbor without 
cause, 

And 8do not deceive with your 
lipS. Pr. 25:18 « Le 6:2, 3; 19:11; Ep 4:25 
29 Do not say, “Thus I shall do to 
him as he has done to me; 
I will render to the man 
according to his work.” 
yw 30 


I passed by the field of the 
sluggard 
And by the vineyard of the 
man 8lacking sense, Pr 6:32 
31 And behold, it was completely 
Rovergrown with thistles; 
Its surface was covered with 
nettles, 
And its stone wall was 
broken down. Ge 3:18 «Is 5:5 
32 When I saw, I Treflected upon 


it; 
I looked, and received 
instruction. Lit set my heart 
33 “RA little sleep, a little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to 
Pr 6:10 
34 Then your poverty will come 
as 'a robber 
And your want like an armed 
man. Ora vagabond; lit one who walks 


Similitudes, Instructions 
2 These also are proverbs of 
Solomon which the men of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, transcribed. 
2 Itis the glory of God to 
conceal a matter, 
But the glory of ®kings is to 
search out a matter. Ez 6:1 
3 As the heavens for height and 
the earth for depth, 
So the heart of kings is 
unsearchable. 
yw 4 Take away the ®dross from the 
silver, 
And there comes out a vessel 
for the smith; Pr 26:23; Eze 22:18 
5 Take away the ®wicked before 
the king, 
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And his 8throne will be 
established in 
righteousness. Pr 20:8 Pr 16:12 


6 Do not claim honor in the 
presence of the king, 

And do not stand in the place 
of great men; 

7 For it is better that it be said to 
you, “Come up here,” 

Than for you to be placed 
lower in the presence of the 
prince, 

Whom your eyes have seen. 


Te 8 Do not go out Rhastily to 
argue your case; 
Otherwise, what will you do in 
the end, 
When your neighbor 
humiliates you? pr 17:14; Ma 5:25 
9 RArgue your case with your 


neighbor, 
And do not reveal the secret 
of another, Ma 18:15 


10 Or he who hears it will 
reproach you, 
And the evil report about you 
will not "pass away. Lit return 
em 11 Like apples of gold in 
settings of silver 
Is a 8word spoken in Tright 
circumstances. Pr 15:23 « Lit its 
12 Like an earring of gold and an 
ornament of fine gold 
Is a wise reprover to a 
Rlistening ear. Pr 15:31; 20:12 
13 Like the cold of snow in the 
Ttime of harvest 
Is a faithful messenger to 
those who send him, 
For he refreshes the soul of 
his masters. Lit day ¢ Pr 13:17 
14 Like ®clouds and ®wind 
without rain 
Is aman who boasts of his 
gifts falsely. Jude 12 « Je 5:13; Mi 2:11 
ae 15 By forbearance a ruler 
may be persuaded, 
And a soft tongue breaks the 
bone. Ge 32:4; 1 Sa 25:24; Ec 10:4 
16 Have you 8found honey? Eat 
only what you need, 


That you not have it in excess 
and vomit it. Ju 14:8; 1 Sa 14:25 


24:28 3% 24:30-34 2% 25:4 3% 25:8-9 
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17 Let your foot rarely be in your 
neighbor’s house, 

Or he will become weary of 
you and hate you. 

18 Like aclub and a &sword and 
a sharp Rarrow 

Is a man who bears false 
witness against his 
neighbor. Ps 57:4; Pr 12:18 « Je 9:8 

19 Like a bad tooth and an 

unsteady foot 
Is confidence in a faithless 
man in time of trouble. 

20 Like one who takes off a 
garment on a cold day, or 
like vinegar on ‘soda, 

Is he who sings songs to a 
troubled heart. Le. natron 
Ve 21 If your enemy is hungry, 
give him food to eat; 
And if he is thirsty, give him 
water to drink; 

22 For you will "heap burning 
coals on his head, 

And 8the Lorp will reward 


YOU. Lit snatch up « 2 Sa 16:12; Ma 6:4, 6 
23 The north wind brings forth 


rain, 
And a ®backbiting tongue, an 
angry countenance. Ps 101:5 
24 It is 8better to live in a corner 
of the roof 
Than in a house shared with a 
contentious woman. Pr 21:9 
25 Like cold water to a weary 
soul, 
So is good news from a 
distant land. Pr 15:30 
26 Like atrampled spring anda 
polluted well 
Is a righteous man who gives 
way before the wicked. 
27 Itis not good to eat much 
honey, 
Nor is it glory to 8search out 
one’s own glory. Pr 27:2; Lk 14:11 
y* 28 Like a city that is broken 
into and without walls 
Is a man ®who has no control 
over his spirit. — 2cn32:5; Ne 1:3 
Similitudes, Instructions 
2 Like snow in summer and like 
Rrain in harvest, 
So honor is not "fitting for a 
fool. 1 Sa 12:17 © Pr 17:7 
2 Like a §sparrow in its flitting, 
like a swallow in its flying, 


726 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


So a curse without cause does 
not alight. Pr 27:8; Is 16:2 

A 8whip is for the horse, a 
bridle for the donkey, 

And a 2£rod for the back of 
fools. Ps 32:9 © Pr 10:13; 19:29 

Do not answer a fool 
according to his folly, 

Or you will also be like him. 

RAnswer a fool as his folly 
deserves, 

That he not be wise in his own 
eyes Ma 16:1-4; 21:24-27 

He cuts off his own feet and 
drinks violence 

Who sends a message by the 
hand of a fool. 

Like the legs which Tare 
useless to the lame, 

So is a proverb in the mouth 
of fools. Lit hang down from 

Like Tone who binds a stone 
in a sling, 

So is he who gives honor to a 
fool. Lit the binding of 

Like a thorn which "falls into 
the hand of a drunkard, 

So is a proverb in the mouth 
of fools. Lit goes up 

Like an archer who wounds 
everyone, 

So is he who hires a fool or 
who hires those who pass 


Vy. 

Like 8a dog that returns to its 
vomit 

Is a fool who 8repeats This 
folly. 2 Pe 2:22 « Ex 8:15 Lit with his 

Do you see a man &wise in his 
own eyes? 

RThere is more hope for a fool 
than for him. Pr 3:7: 26:5 « Pr 29:20 

The sluggard says, “There is a 
lion in the road! 

A lion is in the open square!” 

As the door turns on its hinges, 

So does the ®sluggard on his 
bed. Pr 6:9 

The ®sluggard buries his hand 
in the dish; 

He is weary of bringing it to 
his mouth again. Pr 19:24 

The sluggard is ®wiser in his 
own eyes 

Than seven men who can give 
a discreet answer. Pr 27:11 


Y 5:21-22 3% 25:28 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


727 


Like one who takes a dog by 
the ears 

Is he who passes by and 
meddles with 8strife not 
belonging to him. Pr 3:30 

Like a madman who throws 

RFirebrands, arrows and 


death, Is 50:11 
So is the man who deceives 
his neighbor, 


And says, “Was I not joking?” 

For oe of wood the fire goes 
out, 

And where there is no 
Rwhisperer, ®contention 
quiets down. Pr 16:28 « Pr 22:10 

Like charcoal to hot embers 
and wood to fire, 

So is a 8contentious man to 
kindle strife. Pr 15:18; 29:22 

The 8words of a whisperer are 
like dainty morsels, 

And they go down into the 
Tinnermost parts of the 
body. Pr 18:8 © Lit chambers of the belly 

Like an earthen ®vessel 
overlaid with silver 8dross 

Are burning lips and a wicked 
heart. Ma 23:27; Lk 11:39 ¢ Pr 25:4 

He who Bhates disguises it 
with his lips, 

But he lays up deceit in his 
heart. Ps 41:6; Pr 10:18 © Pr 12:20 

When he speaks graciously, 
do not believe him, 

For there are seven 
abominations in his heart. 

Though his hatred ®covers 
itself with guile, 

His wickedness will be 
Rrevealed before the 
assembly. Ma 23:28 ¢ Lk 8:17 

He who digs a pit will fall 
into it, 

And he who rolls a stone, it 
will come back on him. 

A lying tongue hates ‘those it 
crushes, 

And a ®flattering mouth works 
ruin. Lit its crushed ones ® Pr 29:5 


Warnings and Instructions 
2 gs (eu not boast about 
XY, tomorrow, 


2 


For you do not know what a 
day may bring forth. Jam 4:13-16 

Let 8another praise you, and 
not your own mouth; 


PROVERBS 27:15 


A stranger, and not your own 
lips. Pr 25:27; 2 Co 10:12, 18; 12:11 

A stone is heavy and the sand 
weighty, 

But the provocation of a fool is 
heavier than both of them. 

Wrath is fierce and anger is a 
flood, 

But 8who can stand before 
jealousy? Pr 6:34; 1 Jo 3:12 

Better is open rebuke 

Than love that is concealed. 

Faithful are the }wounds of a 
friend, 

But deceitful are the kisses of 
an enemy. Ps 141:5; Pr 20:30 

A sated ™man loathes honey, 

But to a famished man any 
bitter thing is sweet. Lit soul 


8 Like a ®bird that wanders 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


from her nest, 
So is a man who wanders 
from his home. Pr 26:2; Is 16:2 
ROil and perfume make the 


heart glad, i 
So a man’s counsel is sweet to 
his friend. Ps 23:5; 141:5 


Do not forsake your own 
Rfriend or ®your father’s 
friend, 

And do not go to your 
brother’s house in the day 
of your calamity; 

Better is a neighbor who is 
near than a brother far 
away. Pr 18:24 1 Ki 12:6-8; 2 Ch 10:6-8 

RBe wise, my son, and make 
my heart glad, 

That I may reply to him who 
reproaches Mme. Pr 10:1; 23:15; 29:3 

A prudent man sees evil and 
hides himself, 

The "naive proceed and pay 
the penalty. Lit simple 

Take his garment when he 
becomes surety for a 
stranger; 

And for an adulterous woman 
hold him in pledge. 

RHe who blesses his friend 
with a loud voice early in 
the morning, 

It will be reckoned a curse to 
him. Ps 12:2 

A ®constant dripping on a day 
of steady rain 


Y 71-2 SH4197:8 
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And a contentious woman are 
alike; Pr 19:13 
16 He who would "restrain ner 
Trestrains the wind, 
And grasps oil with his right 
hand. Lit hide(s) © Lit hide(s) 
17 Iron sharpens iron, 
So one man sharpens another. 
18 He who tends the fig tree will 
eat its fruit, 
And he who cares for his 
master will be honored. 
19 Asin water face reflects face, 
So the heart of man reflects 


man. 
Y* 20 Sheol and Abaddon are 
never satisfied, 
Nor are the 8eyes of man ever 
satisfied. Job 26:6; Pr 15:11 ¢ Ec 1:8; 4:8 
21 The ®crucible is for silver and 
the furnace for gold, 
And each is tested by the 
praise accorded him.  pr17:3 
22 Though you pound a fool ina 
mortar with a pestle along 
with crushed grain, 
Yet his foolishness will not 
depart from him. 


23 Know well the condition of 
your flocks, 
And pay attention to your 
herds; Je 31:10; Eze 34:12; Jo 10:3 
24 For riches are not forever, 
Nor does a crown endure to 
all generations. 
25 When the grass disappears, 
the new growth is seen, 
And the herbs of the 
mountains are gathered in, 
26 The lambs will be for your 
clothing, 
And the goats will bring the 
price of a field, 
27 And there will be goats’ milk 
enough for your food, 
For the food of your 
household, 
And sustenance for your 
maidens. 


Warnings and Instructions 
2 The wicked ®flee when no one 
is pursuing, 
But the righteous are bold as a 
lion. Le 26:17, 36; Ps 53:5 
2 By the transgression of a land 
many are its princes, 
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But by a man of 
understanding and 
knowledge, so it endures. 

yr 3 A poor man who oppresses 
the lowly ; 

Is like a driving rain which 
leaves no food. Ma 18:28 

4 Those who forsake the law 
praise the wicked, 

But those who keep the law 
strive with them. 

5 Evil men do not understand 
justice, 

But those who seek the Lorp 
understand all things. 

6 Better is the poor who walks 
in his integrity 

Than he who is crooked 
though he be rich. 

yw 7 He who keeps the law is a 
discerning son, 

But he who is a companion of 
Reluttons humiliates his 
father. Pr 23:20 

8 He who increases his 
wealth by interest and 


Pr3t9:1 


usury 
Gathers it for him who is 
gracious to the poor. 
9 He who turns away his ear 
from listening to the law, 
Even his prayer is an 
abomination. 
10 He who leads the upright 
astray in an evil way 
Will ®himself fall into his own 


pit, 

But the blameless will inherit 

good. Ps 7:15; Pr 26:27 
11 The rich man is wise in his 
own eyes, 

But the poor who has 
understanding sees 
through him. Pr 3:7; 26:5, 12 

12 When the righteous triumph, 
there is great glory, 

But when the wicked rise, 
men hide themselves. 

13 He who &conceals his 
transgressions will not 
prosper, 

But he who confesses and 
forsakes them will find 
compassion. Job 31:33; Ps 32:3 

14 How blessed is the man who 
Rfears always, 


Y 97:20 Y% 28:3 Y% 28:7 3% 28:13 
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But he who hardens his heart 
will fall into calamity. pr 23:17 
15 Like a ®roaring lion anda 
rushing bear 
Is a wicked ruler over a poor 
people. Pr 19:12: 1 Pe 5:8 
16 A leader who is a great 
oppressor lacks 
understanding, 
But he who hates unjust gain 
will prolong his days. 
17 A man who is laden with 
the guilt of human 
blood 
Will be a fugitive until death; 
let no one support him. 
7 18 He who walks blamelessly 
will be delivered, 
But he who is 8crooked will 
fall all at once. Pr 10:27 
19 ®He who tills his land will 
Rhave plenty of food, 
But he who follows empty 
pursuits will have poverty 
in plenty. Pr 12:11 ¢ Pr 20:13 
20 A ®faithful man will abound 
with blessings, 
But he who makes haste to 
be rich will not go 
unpunished. Pr 10:6; Ma 24:45; 25:21 
21 To 8show partiality is not 
good, 
Because for a piece of bread a 
man will transgress. Pr 24:23 
22 A man with an Revil eye 
hastens after wealth 
And does not know that want 
will come upon him. pr 23:6 
23 He who ®rebukes a man will 
afterward find more favor 
Than he who £flatters with the 
tongue. Pr 27:5, 6 © Pr 29:5 
24 He a Rrobs his father or his 
mother 
And says, “It is not a 
transgression,” 
Is the companion of a man 
who destroys. Pr 19:26 « Pr 18:9 
yw 25 An arrogant man &stirs up 
strife, 
But he who trusts in the Lorp 
Rwill prosper. — Pr 15:18 « Pr 11:25 
26 He who &trusts in his own 
heart is a fool, 
But he who walks wisely will 
be delivered. Pr 3:5 
27. He who gives to the poor will 
never want, 
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But he who shuts his eyes will 
have many curses. 
28 When the wicked rise, men 
hide themselves; 
But when they perish, the 
righteous increase. 


Warnings and Instructions 
yD A man who hardens his 
neck after much reproof 
Will 8suddenly be broken 
beyond remedy. Pr 6:15 
2 When the ®righteous increase, 
the people rejoice, 
But when a wicked man rules, 
people groan. Es 8:15; Pr 11:10; 28:12 
3 Aman who &8loves wisdom 
makes his father glad, 
But he who keeps company 
with harlots wastes his 
wealth. Pr 10:1; 15:20; 27:11; 28:7 
4 The ®king gives stability to the 
land by justice, 
But a man who takes bribes 
overthrows it. 2 ch 9:8; Pr 8:15; 29:14 
5 Aman who £flatters his 
neighbor 
Is spreading a net for his 
steps. Ps 5:9 
6 By transgression an evil man 
is 8ensnared, 
But the righteous sings and 
rejoices. Pr 22:5; Ec 9:12 © Ex 15:1 
7 The righteous is concerned for 
the rights of the poor, 
The wicked does not 
understand such concern. 
8 Scorners 8set a city aflame, 
But ®wise men turn away 
anger. Pr 11:11 ¢ Pr 16:14 
9 When a wise man has a 
controversy with a foolish 


man, 
TThe foolish man either rages 
or laughs, and there is no 


rest. Lit He 
10 Men of bloodshed hate the 
blameless, 
But the upright are concerned 
for his life. 
11 A fool always loses his 
temper, 
But a wise man holds it back. 
12 Ifa ®ruler pays attention to 
falsehood, 


Y 98:18 3% 28:22 %% 28:25-27 %* 29:1 
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All his ministers become 
wicked. 1 Ki 12:14 
13 The poor man and the 
CERES have this in 
commo 
The Lorp tee Rlight to the 
eyes of both. Pr 22:2 « Ez 9:8; Ps 13:3 
14 Ifa king judges the poor with 


truth, 

His 8throne will be established 

forever. Ps 72:4; Is 11:4 « Pr 16:12; 25:5 
Wye 15 The ®rod and reproof give 
wisdom, 

But a child who gets his own 
way ®brings shame to his 
mother. Pr 13:24; 22:15 ¢ Pr 10:1; 17:25 

16 When the wicked ‘increase, 
transgression increases; 

But the righteous will see their 


fall. Or become great 
yw 17 ®Correct your son, and he 
will give you comfort; 
He will also 8delight your 
soul. Pr 13:24; 29:15 © Pr 10:1 
18 Where there is no vision, the 
people are unrestrained, 
But happy is he who keeps the 
law. 1 Sa 3:1; Ps 74:9; Am 8:11, 12 
19 A slave will not be instructed 
by words alone; 
For though he understands, 
there will be no response. 
20 Do you see a man who is 
Rhasty in his words? 
There is more hope for a fool 
than for him. Jam 1:19 « Pr 26:12 
21 He who pampers his slave 
from childhood 
Will in the end find him to be 
a son. 
22 An angry man stirs up strife, 
Anda hot-tempered man 
abounds i in transgression. 
WE 23 A man’s pride will bring 
him low, 
Buta humble spirit will obtain 
honor. 
24 He who is a partner with a 
thief hates his own life; 
He hears the oath but tells 


nothing. Le 5:1 
ae 25 The fear of man ‘brings a 
snare, 
But he who trusts in the Lorp 
will be exalted. Lit gives 
26 RMany seek the ruler’s "favor, 


But justice for man comes 
from the LorD. Pr 19:6¢ Lit face 
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27. An 8unjust man is abominable 
to the righteous, 
And he who is upright in the 
way is abominable to the 
wicked. Ps 6:8; 139:21, 22; Pr 12:8 


The Words of Agur 
3 The words of Agur the son of 
Jakeh, the ‘oracle. 
The man declares to Ithiel, to Ithiel 
and Ucal: Or burden 
2 Surely Iam more stupid than 
any man, 
And I do not have the 
understanding of a man. 
3 Neither have I learned 


wisdom, 
Nor do I have the knowledge 
of the Holy One. Pr 9:10 


4 Who has ascended into 

heaven and descended? 

Who has gathered the wind in 
His fists? 

Who has 8wrapped the waters 
in His garment? 

Who has established all the 
ends of the earth? 

What is His name or His son’s 
name? 

Surely you know! Job 26:8; 38:8, 9 


a 5 Every ®word of God is tested; 
He is a shield to those who 
take refuge in Him. ps 12:6; 18:30 
6 Do not add to His words 
Or He will reprove you, and 
you will be proved a liar. 


7 Two things I asked of You, 
Do not refuse me before I die: 
8 Keep deception and lies far 
from me, 
Give me neither poverty nor 
riches; 
Feed me with the 8food that is 
my portion, Job 23:12; Ma 6:11 
9 That I not be ®full and deny 
You and say, “Who is the 
Lorp?” 
Or that I not be in want and 
steal, 
And profane the name of my 
God. De 8:12; 31:20; Ne 9:25; Ho 13:6 


10 Do not slander a slave to his 
master, 


7% 99:15. 3% 29:17-18 3% 29:23 
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Or he will curse you and you 
will be found guilty. Ec 7:21 


There is a Fkind of man who 
curses his father 

And does not bless his 
mother. 

There is a ‘kind who is pure in 
his own eyes, 

Yet is not washed from his 
filthiness. Or generation 

There is a kind—oh how 8lofty 
are his eyes! 

And his eyelids are raised in 
arrogance. Pr.6:17; Is 2:11; 5:15 

There is a kind of man whose 
Rteeth are like swords 

And his 8jaw teeth like knives, 

To devour the afflicted from 
the earth 

And the needy from among 
men. Ps 57:4 © Job 29:17 


The leech has two daughters, 

“Give,” “Give.” 

There are three things that 
will not be satisfied, 

Four that will not say, 
“ g ». 

RSheol, and the ®barren 
womb, 

Earth that is never satisfied 
with water, 

And fire that never says, 
“Enough.” Pr 27:20 * Ge 30:1 

The eye that ®mocks a father 

And ®scorns a mother, 

The Fravens of the valley will 
pick it out, 

And the young eagles will eat 
it. Ge 9:22 © Pr 15:20 © De 28:26 * De 28:26 


There are three things which 
are too wonderful for me, 

Four which I do not 
understand: 

The way of an eagle in the 


SKY, 
The way of a serpent ona 


rock, 

The way ofa ship in the 
middle of the sea, 

And the way of aman with a 
maid. De 28:49; Je 48:40; 49:22 

This is the way of an 
Radulterous woman: 

She eats and wipes her mouth, 

And says, “I have done no 


wrong.” Pr 5:6 


21 
22 
23 
24 
29 
26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


PROVERBS 30:33 


Under three things the earth 
quakes, 
et duets four, it cannot bear 


Tider a slave when he 
becomes king, 

And a fool when he is 
satisfied with food, 

Under an unloved woman 
when she gets a husband, 

And a maidservant when she 
supplants her mistress. 


Four things are small on the 
earth, 

But they are exceedingly wise: 

The Rants are not a strong 
people, 

But they prepare their food in 
the summer; Pr 6:6 

The 8shephanim are not 
mighty people, 

Yet they make their houses in 
the rocks; Le 11:5; Ps 104:18 

The locusts have no king, 

Yet all of them go out in 
Rranks; Joel 2:7 

The lizard you may grasp with 
the hands, 

Yet it is in kings’ palaces. 


There are three things which 
are stately in their march, 

Even four which are stately 
when they walk: 

The lion which is ®mighty 
among beasts 

pitas ie not Rretreat before 

Ju 14:18; 2 Sa 1:23 ¢ Mi 5:8 

The “istrutting rooster, the 
male goat also, 

And a king when his army is 
with him Lit girt in the loins 


If you have been foolish in 
exalting yourself 

Or if you have plotted evil, 
Ryut your hand on your 
mouth. Job 21:5; 40:4; Mi 7:16 

For the churning of milk 
produces butter, 

And pressing the nose brings 
forth blood; 

So the churning of Sanger 
produces strife. Pr 10:12; 29:22 


30:11 Or generation 
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The Words of Lemuel 
3 The words of King Lemuel, the 
Toracle which his mother taught 
him: Or burden 
2 What, O my son? 
And what, O son of my 
womb? 
And what, O son of my 
vows? 
3 Do not give your strength to 
women, 
Or your ways to that which 
destroys kings. Pr 5:9 
4 Itis not for kings, O 
Lemuel, 
It is not for kings to 8drink 


wine, 
Or for rulers to desire strong 
drink, £c 10:17 « Pr 20:1; Is 5:22; Ho 4:11 
5 For they will drink and forget 
what is decreed, 
And pervert the rights of all 
the ‘afflicted. Lit sons of affliction 
6 Give strong drink to him who 
is Xperishing, 
And wine to him ®whose life is 
bitter. Job 29:13 Job 3:20: Is 38:15 
7 Let him drink and forget his 
poverty 
And remember his trouble no 
more. 
8 Open your mouth for the 


mute, 
For the rights of all the 
unfortunate. Job 29:12-17; Ps 82 
9 Open your mouth, judge 
righteously, 
And defend the rights of the 
afflicted and needy. 


Description of a Worthy Woman 
10 An excellent wife, who can 


find? 
aa oa worth is far above 
wels. Ru 3:11; Pr 12:4; 19:14 


11 The Heart of her husband 
trusts in her, 
And he will have no lack of 


gain. 
12 She oie him good and not 
evi 
All the days of her life. 
13. She looks for wool and flax 
And works with her Thands 
Tin delight. Lit palms « or willingly 
14 She is like merchant ships; 
She brings her food from afar. 
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22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


She rises also while it is still 


night 

And gives food to her 
household 

And portions to her 
maidens 

She eo aideis a field and buys 


it; 

From Ther earnings she plants 
a vineyard. Lit the fruit of her palms 

She girds herself with 
strength 

And makes her arms 


strong. ae 
She senses that her gain is 
good; 
Her lamp does not go out at 


night. 
She stretches out her hands to 
the distaff, 
And her ‘hands grasp the 


sp indle. Lit palms 


she extends her hand to the 


AR she stretches out her 
hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid of the snow 
for her household, 

For all her household are 
Rclothed with scarlet. 2sa 1:24 

She makes ®coverings for 
herself; 

Her clothing is ®fine linen and 
purple. pr 7:16 ¢ Ge 41:42; Re 19:8, 14 

Her husband is known in the 
gates, 

When he sits among the 
elders of the land. 

She makes 8linen garments 
and sells them, 

And ‘supplies belts to the 
tradesmen. Ju 14:12 ¢ Lit gives 

Strength and dignity are her 
clothing, 

And she smiles at the 
future. 

She Ropens her mouth in 
wisdom, 

And the "teaching of kindness 
is on her tongue. Pr 10:31 « Or law 

She looks well to the ways of 
her household, 

And does not eat the ®bread of 
idleness. Pr 19:15 

a children rise up and bless 

ex; 


% 31:10-31 
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Her husband also, and he But a woman who fears 
praises her, saying: the Lorp, she shall be 
29 “Many daughters have done praised. 
nobly, 31 Give her the Tproduct of her 
But you excel them all.” hands, 
30 Charm is deceitful and beauty And let her works praise her 


is vain, in the gates. Lit fruit 


Author: 


Time: 


ECCLESIASTES 


The author calls himself “the 
son of David, king in Jeru- 
salem” in 1:1. Solomonic au- 
thorship is the standard 
Christian position, although 
some scholars, along with the 
Talmud, believe the work was 
later edited during the time of 
Hezekiah or possibly Ezra. The 
proverbs in this book are sim- 
ilar to those in the Book of 
Proverbs (Ec 7; 10). According 
to 12:9, Qoheleth collected 
and arranged many proverbs, 
perhaps referring to the two 
Solomonic collections — in 
Proverbs. 


Cc. 935 B.c. 


Key Verse: Ec 2:24 


The Futility of All Endeavor 
The words of the Preacher, the son 
of David, king in Jerusalem. 


2 


“FVanity of vanities,” says the 
Preacher, 

“FVanity of vanities! All is 
vanity.” 


What advantage does man 
have in all his work 

Which he does under the 
sun? 

A generation goes anda 
generation comes, 

But the 8earth Tremains 
forever. Ps 104:5; 119:90 « Lit stands 

Also, 8the sun rises and the 
sun sets; 

And hastening to its place it 
rises there again. Ps 19:6 

RBlowing toward the south, 

Then turning toward the 
north, 

The wind continues swirling 
along; 

And on its circular courses the 
wind returns. Ec 11:5; Jo 3:8 


Theme: 


Ecclesiastes is a Greek word 
that is usually translated “the 
preacher” or “the teacher.” 
The book was likely written 
late in Solomon’s life, when 
he could see that the glorious 
era of his kingdom was be- 
ginning to decline. He had it 
all, power, prestige, pleasure, 
but none of that provides ulti- 
mate satisfaction. That fulfill- 
ment comes only through a 
relationship with God and 
obedience to His Word. It is 
important to note that the ar- 
guments of the book are more 
thematic than linear. The 
same topics are addressed in 
different ways at different 
points within the work. 


7 All the rivers ‘flow into the 


sea, 

Yet the sea is not full. 

To the place where the rivers 
flow, 

There they flow again. Lit go 


8 All things are wearisome; 


Man is not able to tell it. 

RThe eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, 

Nor is the ear filled with 
hearing. Pr 27:20; Ec 4:8 


9 That which has been is that 


which will be, 

And that which has been done 
is that which will be done. 
So there is nothing new under 

the sun. Ec 1:10; 2:12; 3:15; 6:10 


10 Is there anything of which one 


might say, 


“See this, it is new”? 


Already it has existed for ages 
Which were before us. 


11 There is no remembrance of 


earlier things; 


1:2 Or Futility of futilities 
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And also of the later things 
which will occur, 

There will be for them no 
remembrance 

Among those who will come 
later still. Ec 2:16; 9:5 


The Futility of Wisdom 
12 I, the 8Preacher, have been king 
over Israel in Jerusalem. £c 1:1; 7:27; 12:8-10 
13 And I 8set my mind to seek 
and ®explore by wisdom concerning 
all that has been done under heaven. 
It is a grievous task which God has 
given to the sons of men to be af- 
flicted with. Ec 1:17 © Ec 3:10, 11; 7:25; 8:17 
14 [have seen all the works which 
have been done under the sun, and 
behold, all is }vanity and striving after 
wind. Ec 2:11, 17; 4:4; 6:9 
15 What is ®crooked cannot be 
straightened and what is lacking can- 
not be counted. Ec 7:13 
16 I said to myself, “Behold, I have 
magnified and increased wisdom 
more than all who were over 
Jerusalem before me; and my mind 
has observed a wealth of wisdom and 
knowledge.” 1 Ki 3:12; 4:30; 10:23; Ec 2:9 
17 And I 8set my mind to know 
wisdom and to ®know madness and 
folly; I realized that this also is striv- 
ing after wind. Ec 1:13; 7:25 Ec 2:12; 7:25 
18 Because in much wisdom there 
is much grief, and increasing knowl- 
edge results in increasing pain. 


The Futility of Pleasure and 
Possessions 
I said to myself, “Come now, I will 
test you with ®pleasure. So ‘enjoy 
yourself.” And behold, it too was futil- 
i y. Ec 7:4; 8:15 ¢ Lit consider with goodness 

2 ®I said of laughter, “It is mad- 
ness,” and of pleasure, “What does it 
accomplish?” Pr 14:13: Ec 7:3, 6 

3 I explored with my mind how 
to stimulate my body with wine while 
my mind was guiding me wisely, and 
how to take hold of folly, until I could 
see what good there is for the sons of 
men to do under heaven the few 
Tyears of their lives. 

4 | enlarged my works: I ®built 
houses for myself, I planted ®vine- 
yards for myself; 1 Ki 7:1-12 © Song 8:11 

5 Imade ®gardens and ®parks for 
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myself and I planted in them all kinds 
of fruit trees; /. Song’4:16; 5:1 ¢ Ne 2:8 
6 Imade ®ponds of water for my- 
self from which to irrigate a forest of 
growing trees. Ne 2:14; 3:15, 16 
7 I bought male and female 
slaves and I had ®homeborn slaves. 
Also I possessed flocks and ®herds 
larger than all who preceded me in 
Jerusalem. Ge 14:14; 15:3 « 1 Ki 4:23 
8 Also, I collected for myself sil- 

ver and ®gold and the treasure of 
kings and provinces. I provided for 
myself ®male and female singers and 
the pleasures of men—many concu- 
bines. 1 Ki 9:28; 10:10, 14, 21 ¢ 2 Sa 19:35 
9 Then I became ®great and in- 
creased more than all who preceded 
me in Jerusalem. My wisdom also 
stood by me. 1 Ch 29:25; Ec 1:16 
10 RAll that my eyes desired I did 
not refuse them. I did not withhold my 
heart from any pleasure, for my heart 
was pleased because of all my labor 
and this was my ®reward for all my 
labor. Ec 6:2 ¢ Ec 3:22; 5:18; 9:9 
11 Thus I considered all my activ- 
ities which my hands had done and 
the labor which I had exerted, and be- 
hold all was F8vanity and striving 
after wind and there was 8no profit 
under the sun. £c 1:14; 2:22, 23 « Ec 1:3; 3:9: 5:16 


Wisdom Excels Folly 

12 So I turned to 8consider wis- 
dom, madness and folly; for what will 
the man do who will come after the 
king except what has already been 
done? Ec 1:17 ¢ Ec 1:9, 10; 3:15 

13 And I saw that wisdom excels 
folly as light excels darkness. 

14 The wise man’s eyes are in his 
head, but the ®fool walks in darkness. 
And yet I know that one fate befalls 
them both. 1 Jo 2:11 « Ps 49:10; Ec 3:19; 6:6; 7:2; 9:2, 3 

15 Then I said ™to myself, “8As is 
the fate of the fool, it will also befall 
me. Why then have I been extremely 
wise?” So I said to myself, “This too is 
vanity.” Lit in my heart © Ec 2:16 © Ec 6:8, 11 

16 For there is no lasting remem- 
brance of the wise man as with the 
fool, inasmuch as in the coming days 
all will be forgotten. And how the 
wise man and the fool alike die! 

17. So I ®hated life, for the work 


2:11 Or futility, and so throughout the ch 
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which had been done under the sun 
was ‘grievous to me; because every- 
thing is futility and striving after 
wind. Ec 4:2, 3 ¢ Lit evil 


The Futility of Labor 
wy 18 Thus I hated all the fruit of 

my labor for which I had labored 
under the sun, for I must leave it to 
the man who will. come after me. 

19 And who knows whether he 
will be a wise man or 8a fool? Yet he 
will have ‘control over all the fruit of 
my labor for which I have labored by 
acting wisely under the sun. This too 
is Rvanity. 1 Ki 12:13 ¢ Lit dominion « 1 Ti 6:10 

20 Therefore I completely de- 
spaired of all the fruit of my labor for 
which IJ had labored under the sun. 

21 When there is a man who has 
labored with wisdom, knowledge and 
skill, then he gives his legacy to one 
who has not labored with them. This 
too is vanity and a great evil. 

22 For what does a man get in all 
his labor and in his striving with 
which he labors under the sun? 

23 Because all his days his task is 
painful and ®grievous; even at night 
his ‘mind ®does not rest. This too is 
vanity. Job 5:7; 14:1; Ec 1:18; 5:17 © Lit heart ¢ Ps 127:2 

24 There is nothing better for a 
man than to eat and drink and tell 
himself that his labor is good. This 
also I have seen that it is ®from the 
hand of God. Ec 3:13 

25 For who can eat and who can 
have enjoyment without Him? 
yw 26 For to a person who is good 

in His sight He has given wis- 
dom and knowledge and joy, while to 
the sinner He has given the task of 
gathering and collecting so that he 
may ®give to one who is good in God’s 
sight. This too is vanity and striving 
after wind. Job 32:8; Pr 2:6 « Job 27:16, 17; Pr 13:22 


A Time for Everything 
i There is an appointed time for 
everything. And there is a time 
for every event under heaven— 
2 Atime to give birth and a time 
to die; 
A time to plant and a time to 
uproot what is planted. 
3 A Bie to kill and a time to 
eal; 


736 


A time to tear down and a 
time to build up. ‘ 
4 A time to 8weep and a time to 
RJaugh; 
A time to mourn and a time to 
Rdance. Ro 12:15 « Ps 126:2 © Ex 15:20 
5 A time to throw stones and a 
time to gather stones; 
A time to embrace and a time 
to shun embracing. 
6 A time to search and a time to 
give up as lost; 
A time to keep and a time to 
throw away. 
7 Atime to tear apart anda 
time to sew together; 
A time to ®be silent and a time 


to speak. Am 5:13 
8 A time to love and a time to 
Rhate; 


A sey: ape war and a time for 
Ps 101:3; Pr 13:5 
9 What profit is there to the 
worker from that in which he 
toils? Ec 1:3; 2:11; 5:16 
10 I have seen the task which 
God has given the sons of men with 
which to occupy themselves. Ec 1:13; 2:26 


pd Set Eternity in the Heart of 
an 

11 He has ®made everything Fap- 
propriate in its time. He has also set 
eternity in their heart, yet so that man 
will not find out the work which God 
has done from the beginning even to 
the end. Ge 1:31 

12 I know that there is ®nothing 
better for them than to rejoice and to 
do good in one’s lifetime; Ec 2:24 

13 moreover, that every man who 
eats and drinks sees good in all his 
labor—it is the ®gift of God. £c 2:24; 5:19 

14 I know that everything God 
does. will remain forever; there is 
nothing to add to it and there is noth- 
ing to take from it, for God has so 
worked that men should fear Him. 

15 That which is has been al- 
ready and that which will be has al- 
ready been, for God seeks what has 
passed by. Ec 1:9; 6:10 

16 Furthermore, I have seen under 
the sun that in the place of justice 


Y I:18-20 % 2:26 2 3:1-8 3 3:9-14 
3:11 Lit beautiful 


~ over beast, for all is ‘vanity. 
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there is wickedness and in the place 
of righteousness there is wickedness. 
_ 17 I said to myself, “God will 
judge both the righteous man and the 
wicked man,” for a time for every 
matter and for every deed is there. 
18 I said to myself concerning the 
sons of men, “God has surely tested 
them: in order for them to see that 
they are but ®beasts.” Ps 49:12, 20; 73:22 
19 For the fate of the sons of 
men and the fate of beasts is the 
same. As one dies so dies the other; 
indeed, they all have the same breath 
and there is no advantage for man 
Or futility 
20 All go to the same place. All 
came from the ®dust and all return to 
the dust. Ge 3:19; Ps 103:14; Ec 12:7 
21 Who knows that the ®breath of 
man ascends upward and the breath 
of the beast descends downward to 
the earth? Ec 12:7 
22 Ihave seen that ®nothing is bet- 
ter than that man should be happy in 
his activities, for that is his lot. For 
who will bring him to see ®what will 
occur after him? kc 2:24 « Ec 2:18; 6:12; 8:7; 10:14 


The Evils of Oppression 

Then [looked again at all the acts 

of Roppression which were being 
done under the sun. And behold I saw 
the tears of the oppressed and that 
they had no one to comfort them; and 
on the side of their oppressors was 
power, but they had no one to comfort 
them. Job 35:9; Ps 12:5; Ec 3:16; 5:8; Is 5:7 

2 So I congratulated the dead 
who are already dead more than the 
living who are still living. 

3 But better off than both of them 
is the one who has never existed, who 
has never seen the evil activity that is 
done under the sun. 
want I have seen that every labor 

and every skill which is done is 
the result of rivalry between a man 
and his neighbor. This too is ®vanity 
and striving after wind. = Ec 2:21¢ Ec 1:14 

5 The fool ®folds his hands and 
consumes his own flesh. Pr 6:10; 24:33 

6 One hand full of rest is ®better 
than two fists full of labor and striving 
after wind. Pr 15:16, 17; 16:8 

7 Then I looked again at vanity 
under the sun. 

8 There was a certain man with- 
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out a dependent, having neither a son 
nor a brother, yet there was no end to 
all his labor. Indeed, 8his eyes were 
not Satisfied with riches and he never 
asked, “And ®for whom am I laboring 
and depriving myself of pleasure?” 
This too is vanity and it is a grievous 
task. Pr 27:20; Ec 1:8; 5:10 * Ec 2:21 

9 Two are better than one be- 

cause they have a good return 
for their labor. 

10 For if Teither of them falls, the 
one will lift up his companion. But 
woe to the one who falls when there is 
not another to lift him up. Lit they fall 

11 Furthermore, if two lie down 
together they keep warm, but Show 
can one be warm alone? 1 Kil:1-4 

12 And if tone can overpower him 
who is alone, two can resist him. A 
cord of three strands is not quickly 
torn apart. Lit he 

13 A ®poor yet wise lad is better 
than an old and foolish king who no 
longer knows how to receive Tinstruc- 
tion. Ec 7:19;.9:15 ¢ Or warning 

14 For he has come 8out of prison 
to become king, even though he was 
born poor in his kingdom. Ge 41:14, 41-43 

15 [have seen all the living under 
the sun throng to the side of the sec- 
ond lad who replaces him. 

16 There is no end to all the peo- 
ple, to all who were before them, and 
even the ones who will come later will 
not be happy with him, for this too is 
Ryanity and striving after wind. £c1:14 


Your Attitude Toward God 
RGuard your steps as you go to the 
house of God and draw near to lis- 
ten rather than to offer the sacrifice 
of fools; for they do not know they are 
doing evil. Ex 3:5; 30:18-20; Is 1:12 
2 ™Do not be ®hasty in word or 
impulsive in thought to bring up a 
matter in the presence of God. For 
God is in heaven and you are on the 
earth; therefore let your words be 
few. Ch 5:1 in He ¢ Pr 20:25 Pr 10:19; Ma 6:7 
3 For the dream comes through 
much ‘effort and the voice of a fool 
through many words. Lit task 
4 When you make a vow to God, 
do not be late in paying it; for He 
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takes no delight in fools. Pay what 
you vow! Nu 30:2; Ps 50:14; 76:11 © Ps 66:13, 14 

5 Itis ®better that you should not 
vow than that you should vow and not 
Day. Pr 20:25; Ac 5:4 

6 Do not let your speech cause 
you to sin and do not say in the pres- 
ence of the messenger of God that it 
was a mistake. Why should God be 
angry on account of your voice and 
destroy the work of your hands? 

7 For in many dreams and in 
many words there is emptiness. 
Rather, fear God. | £c 3:14; 7:18; 8:12, 13; 12:13 

8 If you see oppression of the 
poor and &denial of justice and right- 
eousness in the province, do not be 
Rshocked at the ‘sight; for one offi- 
cial watches over another official, 
and there are higher officials over 
them. Ec 4:1 ¢ Eze 18:18 ¢ 1 Pe 4:12 © Lit delight 

9 After all, a king who cultivates 
the field is an advantage to the land. 


The Folly of Riches 
10 He who loves money will not 
be satisfied with money, nor he who 
loves abundance with its income. This 
too is ‘vanity. Ec 1:8; 2:10, 11; 4:8 « Or futility 
11 ®When good things increase, 
those who consume them increase. So 
what is the advantage to their owners 
except to look on? Ec 2:9 
12 The sleep of the working man is 
Rpleasant, whether he eats little or 
much; but the full stomach of the rich 
man does not allow him to sleep. pr 3:24 
13 There is a grievous evil which I 
have seen under the sun: riches 
being Thoarded by their owner to his 
hurt. Ec 6:2 ¢ Lit guarded 
14 When those riches were lost 
through ‘a bad investment and he had 
fathered a son, then there was noth- 
ing to support him. Lit an evil task 
15 RAs he had come naked from 
his mother’s womb, so will he return 
as he came. He will 8take nothing 
from the fruit of his labor that he can 
carry in his hand. Job 1:21 « Ps 49:17; 1 T16:7 
16 This also is a grievous evil— 
exactly as a man is born, thus will he 
die. So ®what is the advantage to him 
who toils for the wind? Ec 1:3; 2:11; 3:9 
17 Throughout his life ®he also 
eats in darkness with ®great vexation, 
sickness and anger. Ps 127:2 © Ec 2:23 
18 Here is what I have seen to be 
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good and fitting: to eat, to drink and 
enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in 
which he toils under the sun during 
the few years of his life which God 
has given him; for this is his reward. 
19 Furthermore, as for every man 
to whom ®God has given riches and 
wealth; He has also empowered him 
to eat from them and to receive his re- 
ward and rejoice in his labor; this is 
the gift of God. 2. Ch 1:12; Ec 6:2 ¢ Ec 6:2 
20 For he will not often ‘consider 
the years of his life, because ®God 
keeps him occupied with the gladness 
of his heart. Lit remember ¢ Ex 23:25 


The Futility of Life 

There is an 8evil which I have seen 

under the sun and it is prevalent 
Tamong men— Ec 5:13 « Lit upon 

2 amanto whom God has &given 
riches and wealth and honor so that 
his soul 8lacks nothing of all that he 
desires; yet God has not empowered 
him to eat from them, for a foreigner 
enjoys them. This is vanity and a Se- 
vere affliction. 1 ki3:13 ¢ Ps 17:14; 73:7; Ec 2:10 

3 Ifaman fathers a hundred chil- 
dren and lives many years, however 
many they be, but his soul is not sat- 
isfied with good things and he does 
not even have a proper burial, then I 
say, “Better the miscarriage than he, 

4 for it comes in futility and goes 
into obscurity; and its name is cov- 
ered in obscurity. 

5 “It never sees the sun and it 
never knows anything; Tit is better off 
than he. Lit more rest has this one than that 

6 “Even if the other man lives a 
thousand years twice and does not 
Tenjoy good things—do not all go to 
one place?” Lit see ¢ Ec 2:14 

7 XAll a man’s labor is for his 
mouth and yet the ‘appetite is not 
Tsatisfied. Pr 16:26 © Lit soul « Lit filled 

_ 8 For what advantage does the 
wise man have over the fool? What 
advantage does the poor man have, 
knowing how to walk before the liv- 
ing? Ec 2:15 

9 What the eyes see is better than 
what the soul desires. This too is futil- 
ity and a striving after wind. 

10 Whatever exists has already 
been named, and it is known what 
man is; for he cannot dispute with 
him who is stronger than he is. 
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11 For there are many words 
which increase futility. What then is 
the advantage to a man? 

12 For who knows what is good 
for a man during his lifetime, during 
the few ‘years of his futile life? He 
will 'spend them like a shadow. For 
who can tell a man ®what will be after 
him under the sun? Lit days « Lit do « Ec 3:22 


Wisdom and Folly Contrasted 
A ®good name is better than a 
good ointment, 
And the ®day of one’s death is 
better than the day of one’s 


birth. Pr 22:1 © Ec 4:2; 7:8 
2 It is better to go to a house of 
mourning 
Than to go to a house of 
feasting, 
Because that is the end of 
every man, 


And the living takes it to 
heart.  —_ Ec. 2:14, 16; 3:19, 20; 6:6; 9:2, 3 
3 Sorrow is better than 
laughter, 
For 8when a face is sad a heart 
may be happy. — £c2:2°2Co07:10 
4 The ‘'mind of the wise is in the 
house of mourning, 
While the mind of fools is in 
the house of pleasure. Lit heart 
5 It is better to listen to the 
rebuke of a wise man 
Than for one to listen to the 
song of fools. 
6 For as the crackling of thorn 
bushes under a pot, 
So is the ®laughter of the fool; 
And this too is futility. Ec 2:2 
7 For 8oppression makes a wise 
man mad, 
And a bribe ‘corrupts the 
heart. Ec 4:1; 5:8 © Lit destroys 
8 The end of a matter is better 
than its beginning; 
Patience of spirit is better than 
haughtiness of spirit. 
9 Do not be 8eager in your heart 
to be angry, 
For anger resides in the 
bosom of fools. Pr 14:17; Jam 1:19 
10 Do not say, “Why is it that the 
former days were better 
than these?” 
For it is not from wisdom that 
you ask about this. 
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11 Wisdom along with an 
inheritance is good 

And an advantage to those 
who see the sun. 

12 For ®wisdom is protection 
Just as money is 
protection, 

But the advantage of 
knowledge is that wisdom 
preserves the lives of its 
possessors. Ec 7:19; 9:18 

13 Consider the 8work of God, 

For who is able to straighten 

what He has bent?  £c 3:11; 8:17 
14 In the day of prosperity be 


appy, 

But in the day of adversity 
consider— 

God has made the one as well 
as the other 

So that man will 8not discover 
anything that will be after 
Him. De 26:11; Ec 3:22; 9:7; 11:9 © Ec 3:22 

15 I have seen everything during 
my lifetime of futility; there is Ra 
righteous man who perishes in his 
righteousness and there is 8a wicked 
man who prolongs his life in his 
wickedness. Ec 6:12; 9:9 © Ec 8:14 © Ec 8:12, 13 

16 Do not be excessively 8right- 
eous and do not be overly wise. Why 
should you ruin yourself? © pr 25:16; Ph 3:6 

17 Do not be excessively wicked 
and do not be a fool. Why should you 
die before your time? 

18 It is good that you grasp one 
thing and also not "let go of the other; 
for the one who fears God comes 
forth with both of them. Lit rest your hand 

19 Wisdom strengthens a wise 
man more than ten rulers who are in 
a city. Ec 7:12; 9:13-18 

20 Indeed, there is not a righteous 
man on earth who continually does 
good and who never sins. 

21 Also, do not 'take seriously all 
words which are spoken, so that you 
will not hear your servant ®cursing 
you. Lit give your heart to ¢ Pr 30:10 

22 For you also have realized that 
you likewise have many times cursed 
others. Lit your heart knows also 

23 I tested all this with wisdom, 
and I said, “I will be wise,” ®but it was 
far from me. Ec 3:11; 8:17 

24 What has been is remote and 
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Rexceedingly mysterious. 5Who can 
discover it? Ro 11:33 ¢ Job 11:7; 37:23; Ec 8:17 
yw 25 I 8directed my ‘mind to 

know, to investigate and to seek 
wisdom and an explanation, and to 
know the evil of folly and the foolish- 
ness of madness. — £c 1:15, 17; 10:13 « Lit heart 

26 And I discovered more ®bitter 
than death the woman whose heart is 
Rgnares and nets, whose hands are 
chains. One who is pleasing to God 
will escape from her, but the sinner 
will be captured by her. Pr 5:4 © Pr 7:23 

27 “Behold, I have discovered 
this,” says the Preacher, “adding one 
thing to another to find an explana- 
tion, 

28 which I am still seeking but 
have not found. I have found one man 
among a thousand, but I have not 
found a woman among all these. 

29 “Behold, I have found only this, 
that 3God made men upright, but they 
have sought out many devices.” Ge 1:27 


Obey Rulers 
Who is like the wise man and who 
knows the interpretation of a mat- 
ter? A man’s wisdom illumines him 
and causes his stern face to beam. 

2 I say, “Keep the 'command of 
the king because of the 8oath "before 
God. Lit mouth ¢ Ex 22:11; 2 Sa 21:7; Eze 17:18 ¢ Lit of 

3 “Do not be in a hurry ®to leave 
him. Do not join in an evil matter, for 
he will do whatever he pleases.” Ec 10:4 

4 Since the word of the king is 
authoritative, who will say to him, 
“What are you doing?” Job 9:12; Da 4:35 

5 He who &keeps a royal com- 

mand experiences no trouble, 
for a wise heart knows the proper 
time and procedure. Ec 12:13 Pr 12:21 

6 For there is a proper time and 
procedure for every delight, though a 
man’s trouble is heavy upon him. 

7 If no one ®knows what will 
happen, who can tell him when it will 
happen? Ec 3:22; 6:12; 7:14; 9:12 

8 RNo man has authority to re- 
strain the wind with the wind, or au- 
thority over the day of death; and 
there is no discharge in the time of 
war, and evil will not deliver those 
who practice it. Ps 49:7 © Ec 8:13 

9 Allthis I have seen and applied 
my ‘mind to every deed that has been 
done under the sun wherein a man 
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has exercised 8authority over another 
man to his hurt. Lit heart ¢ Ec 4:1; 5:8; 7:7 

10 So then, I have seen the wicked 
buried, those who used to go in and 
out from the holy place, and they are 
soon forgotten in the city where they 
did thus. This too is futility. 

11 Because the sentence against 
an evil deed is not executed quickly, 
therefore ®the hearts of the sons of 
men among them are given fully to do 

il. Ex 34:6; Ps 86:15; Ro 2:4; 2 Pe 3:9 e Ec 9:3 

12 Although a sinner does evil a 
hundred times and may ®lengthen his 
life, still I know that it will be ®well for 
those who fear God, who fear Him 
openly. Ec 7:15 ¢ De 4:40; 12:25; Ps 37:11; Pr 1:33; Is 3:10 

13 But it will 8not be well for the 
evil man and he will not lengthen his 
days like a shadow, because he does 
not fear God. Ec 8:8: Is 3:11 ¢ Job 14:2; Ec 6:12 

14 There is futility which is done 
on the earth, that is, there are ®right- 
eous men to whom it "happens ac- 
cording to the deeds of the wicked. On 
the other hand, there are evil men to 
whom it happens according to the 
deeds of the righteous. I say that this 
too is futility. Ps 73:14; Ec 7:15 ¢ Lit strikes 

15 So I commended pleasure, for 
there is nothing good for a man under 
the sun except to eat and to drink and 
to be merry, and this will stand by him 
in his "toils throughout the days of his 
life which God has given him under 
the sun. Lit labor 

16 When I ®gave my heart to 
know wisdom and to see the task 
which has been done on the earth 
(even though one should ®never sleep 
day or night), Ec 1:13, 14 ¢ Ec 2:23 

17 and I saw every work of God, I 
concluded that }man cannot discover 
the work which has been done under 
the sun. Even though man should 
seek laboriously, he will not discover; 
and though the wise man should say, 
“I know,” he cannot discover. Ec 3:11 


Men Are in the Hand of God 

ye QF I have taken all this to my 
heart and explain it that right- 

eous men, wise men, and their deeds 

are in the hand of God. Man does not 

know whether it will be 8love or ha- 

tred; anything awaits him. Ec 9:6 
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2 It is the same for all. There is 
one fate for the righteous and for the 
wicked; for the good, for the clean 
and for the unclean; for the man who 
offers a sacrifice and for the one who 
does not sacrifice. As the good man 
is, SO is the sinner; as the swearer is, 
so is the one who is afraid to swear. 

3. This is an evil in all that is done 
under the sun, that there is Rone fate 
for all men. Furthermore, ®the hearts 
of the sons of men are full of evil and 
Rinsanity is in their hearts throughout 
their lives. Afterwards they go to the 
dead. Ec 9:2: Je 17:10 © Ec 8:11 © Ec 1:17 

4 For whoever is joined with all 
the living, there is hope; surely a live 
dog is better than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know they will 
die; but the dead do not know any- 
thing, nor have they any longer a re- 
ward, for their memory is forgotten. 

6 Indeed their love, their hate 
and their zeal have already perished, 
and they will no longer have a share 
in all that is done under the sun. 

7 Go then, Feat your bread in 
happiness and drink your wine witha 
cheerful heart; for God has already 
approved your works. Ec 2:24; 8:15 

8 Let your ®clothes be white all 
the time, and let not ®oil be lacking on 
your head. Re 3:4 ¢ Ps 23:5 
y* 9 Enjoy life with the woman 

whom you love all the days of 
your ®fleeting life which He has given 
to you under the sun; for this is your 
Rreward in life and in your toil in 
which you have labored under the 
sun. Ec 6:12; 7:15 © Ec 2:10 


Whatever Your Hand Finds to Do 

10 Whatever your hand finds to 
do, do it with all your might; for there 
is no 8activity or planning or knowl- 
edge or wisdom in Sheol where you 
are going. Ec 9:5 

11 I again saw under the sun that 
the Rrace is not to the swift and the 
Rpattle is not to the warriors, and nei- 
ther is bread to the wise nor wealth to 
the discerning nor favor to men of 
ability; for time and chance overtake 
them all. Am 2:14, 15 « 2 Ch 20:15; Ps 76:5; Ze 4:6 

12 Moreover, man does not know 
his time: like fish caught in a treach- 
erous net and ®birds trapped in a 
snare, so the sons of men are en- 
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snared at an evil time when it sud- 
denly falls on them. Ec 8:7 ¢ Pr 7:23 
13 Also this I came to see as wis- 
se under the sun, and ‘it impressed 
Lit great it was to me 

“14 There ®was a small city with 
few men in it and a great king came to 
it, surrounded it and constructed 
large siegeworks against it. 2 sa 20:16-22 
15 But there was found in it a 
Xpoor wise man and he delivered the 
city by his wisdom. Yet no one re- 
membered that poor man. Ec 4:13 
16 So I said, “RWisdom is better 
than strength.” But the wisdom of the 
poor man is despised and his words 
are not heeded. Pr 21:22: Ec 7:12, 19 
17 The 8words of the wise heard 

in quietness are better than the shout- 
ing of aruler among fools. — £c7:5; 10:12 
yw 18 Wisdom is better than 
weapons of war, but one sinner 
destroys much good. Ec 9:16 


A Little Foolishness 
Dead flies make a perfumer’s 
oil stink, so a little foolishness 
is weightier than wisdom and honor. 

2 A wise man’s heart directs him 
toward the right, but the foolish 
Rman’s heart directs him toward the 
left. Ma 6:33; Col 3:1 

3 Even when the fool walks 
along the road, his ‘sense is lacking 
and he 8demonstrates to everyone 
that he is a fool. Lit heart Pr 13:16; 18:2 

4 If the ruler’s temper rises 
against you, ®do not abandon your po- 
sition, because composure allays 
great offenses. Ec 8:3 1 Sa 25:24-33; Pr 25:15 

5 There is an evil I have seen 
under the sun, like an error which 
goes forth from the ruler— 

6 folly is set in many exalted 
places while rich men sit in humble 
places. Es 3:1, 5f; Pr 28:12; 29:2 

7 I have seen &slaves riding ®on 
horses and princes walking like 
slaves on the land. Pr 19:10 ¢ Es 6:8-10 

8 ®He who digs a pit may fall into 
it, and a serpent may bite him who 
breaks through a wall. Ps 7:15; Pr 26:27 

9 He who quarries stones may be 
hurt by them, and he who splits logs 
may be endangered by them. 

10 If the Taxe is dull and he does 
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Author: 


Time: 


SONG OF SOLOMON 


According to 1 Kings 4:32, 
Solomon wrote 1,005 songs, 
but this eulogy of love stood 
out among them as the “song 
of songs.” Tradition strongly fa- 
vors Solomon as the author of 
this book. Solomon is specifi- 
cally mentioned seven times, 
and he is identified as the 
groom. There is also evidence 
in the book of incredible royal 
luxury and expensive imported 
goods, things that character- 
ized Solomon’s reign. 


c. 965 B.c. 


Key Verse: Song 7:10 


The Young Shulammite Bride and 
Jerusalem’s Daughters 
The *Song of ®Songs, which is 


Solomon’s. 


2 


6 


1 Ki 4:32 
“FMay he kiss me with the 
kisses of his mouth! 
For your love is better than 
wine. Song 1:4; 4:10 
“Your Foils have a pleasing 
fragrance, 
Your ®name is like purified oil; 
Therefore the ®maidens love 
YOU. Song 4:10; Jo 12:3 ¢ Ec 7:1 © Ps 45:14 
“Draw me after you and let us 
run together! 
The king has brought me into 
his chambers.” 


“FWe will rejoice in you and be 
glad; 
We will extol your love more 
than wine. 
Rightly do they love you.” 


“FT am black but lovely, 
O daughters of Jerusalem, 
Like the tents of Kedar, 
Like the curtains of Solomon. 
“Do not stare at me because I 
am swarthy, 


Theme: 


Song of Solomon, or Song of 
Songs as it is sometimes 
known, is a one-of-a-kind love 
poem that concentrates on el- 
ements of the physical attrac- 
tion between the sexes. It is 
possible that the Shulammite 
maiden was Abishag, who at- 
tended to David in his last 
days. Like Jesus’ presence at 
awedding, Song of Songs is an 
indication of God’s blessing on 
the physical union of man and 
woman. God created us for 
each other, and we should de- 
light in physical intimacy within 
the context of marriage that 
God has sanctioned for us. 


For the sun has burned me. 

My ®mother’s sons were angry 
with me; 

They made me caretaker of 
the vineyards, 

But I have not taken care of 
my own vineyard. Ps 69:8 


7 “Tell me, O you }whom my soul 


loves, 

Where do you pasture your 
flock, 

Where do you make it lie 
down at noon? 

For why should I be like one 
who veils herself 

Beside the flocks of your 
companions?” Song 3:1-4 


Solomon, the Lover, Speaks 
8 “FIf you yourself do not know, 


Most beautiful among women, 

Go forth on the trail of the 
flock 

And pasture your young goats 

By the tents of the shepherds. 
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9 “To me, my darling, you are 

like 

My ®mare among the chariots 
of Pharaoh. 2.Ch 1:16, 17 

10 “Your ®cheeks are lovely with 

ornaments, 

Your neck with strings of 
Rbeads.” Song 5:13 * Ge 24:53; Is 61:10 


11 “We will make for you 
ornaments of gold 
With beads of silver.” 


12 “FWhile the king was at his 
Ttable, 
My !perfume gave forth its 
fragrance. Or couch ° Lit nard 
13 “My beloved is to me a pouch 
of myrrh 
Which lies all night between 
my breasts. Ps 45:8; Jo 19:39 
14 “My beloved is to me a cluster 
of henna blossoms 
In the vineyards of Engedi.” 


15 “FHow beautiful you are, my 
darling, 
How beautiful you are! 
Your eyes are like doves.” 


16 “‘How handsome you are, my 
beloved, 
And so pleasant! 
Indeed, our couch is luxuriant! 
17 “The beams of our houses are 
cedars, 
Our rafters, .cypresses. 2cn3:5 


The Bride’s Admiration 


“FT am the ®rose of Sharon, 
The lily of the valleys.” 1s 35:1 


2 “Like a lily among the thorns, 
So is my darling among the 
Tmaidens.” Song 1:9 ¢ Lit daughters 


3 “FLike an 8apple tree among 
the trees of the forest, 
So is my beloved among the 
young men. 
In his shade I took great 
delight and sat down, 
And his ®fruit was sweet to my 
taste. Song 8:5 © Song 4:13, 16; 8:11, 12 
4 “He has ®brought me to his 
Thanquet hall, 
And his 8banner over me is 
love. Song 1:4 ¢ Lit house of wine ¢ Ps 20:5 
5 “Sustain me with raisin cakes, 
Refresh me with ®apples, 
Because I am lovesick. Song7:8 
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6 “Let Rhis left hand be under my 

head 
And 8his right hand 8embrace 
me.” Song 8:3 © Song 8:3 ¢ Pr 4:8 


7 “Il adjure you, O ®daughters of 
Jerusalem, 
By the gazelles or by the hinds 
of the field, 
That you do not arouse or 
awaken my love 
Until she pleases.” Song 1:5 


8 “FListen! My beloved! 
Behold, he is coming, 
Climbing on the mountains, 
Leaping on the hills! 
9 “My beloved is like a ®gazelle 
or a young stag. 
Behold, he is standing behind 
our wall, 
He is looking through the 
windows, 
He is peering through the 
lattice. Pr 6:5; Song 2:17; 3:5; 8:14 


10 “My beloved responded and 
said to me, 
‘RArise, my darling, my 
beautiful one, 
And come along. Song 2:13 
11 ‘For behold, the winter is past, 
The rain is over and gone. 
12 ‘The flowers have already 
appeared in the land; 
The time has arrived for 
pruning the vines, 
And the voice of the 
Rturtledove has been heard 
in our land. Ge 15:9; Ps 74:19; Je 8:7 
13 athe Rfig tree has ripened its 
igs, 
And the vines in blossom have 
given forth their fragrance. 
Arise, my darling, my 
beautiful one, 
And come along!’” Ma 24:32 


14“O my dove, in the clefts of the 

rock, 

In the secret place of the steep 
pathway, 

Let me see your form, 

Let me hear your voice; 

For your voice is sweet, 

And your form is lovely.” 


1:11 CHORUS 1:12 BRIDE 1:15 BRIDEGROOM 
1:16 BRIDE 2:1 BRIDE 2:2 BRIDEGROOM 
2:3 BRIDE 2:7BRIDEGROOM 2:8 BRIDE 
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not sharpen its edge, then he must 
exert more strength. Wisdom has the 
advantage of giving success. Lit iron 

11 If the serpent bites before 
being charmed, there is no profit for 
the charmer. Ps 58:4, 5; Je 8:17 

12 ®Words from the mouth of a 
wise man are gracious, while the lips 
of a fool consume him; Pr 10:32; 22:11; Lk 4:22 

13 the beginning of ‘his talking is 
wists and the end of it is wicked ®mad- 

Lit the words of his mouth ¢ Ec 7:25 

v4 Yet the 8fool multiplies words. 
No man knows what will happen, and 
who can tell him ®what will come 
after him? Pr 15:2; Ec 5:3 © Ec 3:22: 6:12; 7:14; 8:7 

15 The toil of 'a fool so wearies 
him that he does not even know how 
to go to a city. Lit fools 

16 Woe to you, O land, whose 
Rking is a lad and whose princes 
Tfeast in the morning. Is 3:4, 12 © Lit eat 

17 Blessed are you, O land, whose 
king is of nobility and whose princes 
eat at the appropriate time—for 
strength and not for drunkenness. 

18 Through 8indolence the rafters 
sag, and through slackness the house 
leaks. Pr 24:30-34 

19 Men prepare a meal for enjoy- 
ment, and ®wine makes life merry, 
and ®money is the answer to every- 
thing. Ju 9:13; Ps 104:15; Ec 2:3 © Ec 7:12 

20 Furthermore, in your bedcham- 
ber do not curse a king, and in your 
sleeping rooms do not curse a rich 
man, for a bird of the heavens will 
carry the sound and the winged crea- 
ture will make the matter known. 


Cast Your Bread on the Waters 
l Cast your bread on the surface 
of the waters, for you will find it 
Tafter many days. Lit in, within 
2 Divide your portion to seven, 
or even to eight, for you do not know 
what misfortune may occur on the 
earth. Ps 112:9; Ma 5:42; Lk 6:30; 1 Ti 6:18, 19 
3 Ifthe clouds are full, they pour 
out rain upon the earth; and whether 
a tree falls toward the south or toward 
the north, wherever the tree falls, 
there it ‘lies. Lit is 
4 He who watches the wind will 
not sow and he who looks at the 
clouds will not reap. 
5 Just as you do not know the 
path of the wind and how bones are 
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formed in the womb of the pregnant 
woman, so you do not know the activ- 
ity of God who makes all things. 

6 Sow your seed ®in the morning 
and do not "be idle in the evening, for 
you do not know whether ‘morning 
or evening sowing will succeed, or 
whether both of them alike will be 
good. Ec 9:10 # Lit let down your hand ¢ Lit this or that 

7 The light is pleasant, and it is 
good for the eyes to see the sun. 

8 Indeed, if a man should live 
many years, let him rejoice in them 
all, and let him remember the ®days 
of darkness, for they will be many. 
Everything that is to come will be fu- 
tility. Ec 9:7 © Ec 12:1 
yx 9 Rejoice, young man, during 

your childhood, and let your 
heart be pleasant during the days of 
young manhood. And follow the im- 
pulses of your heart and the 8desires 
of your eyes. Yet know that God will 
bring you to judgment for all these 
things. Nu 15:39; Job 31:7; Ec 2:10 

10 So, remove grief and anger 
from your heart and put away ‘pain 
from your body, because childhood 
and the prime of life are fleeting. Lit evi 


Remember God in Your Youth 

l Spitonicrins also your Creator in 
the days of your youth, before 

the evil days come and the years 

draw near when you will say, “I have 

no delight in them”; 

2 before the sun and the light, the 
moon and the stars are darkened, and 
clouds return after the rain; 

3 in the day that the watchmen of 
the house tremble, and mighty men 
stoop, the grinding ones stand idle be- 
cause they are few, and those who 
look through ‘windows grow dim; 

4 and the doors on the street are 
shut as the sound of the grinding mill 
is low, and one will arise at the sound 
of the bird, and all the daughters of 
song will sing softly. Je 25:10; Re 18:22 

5 Furthermore, men are afraid of 
a high place and of terrors on the 
road; the almond tree blossoms, the 
grasshopper drags himself along, and 
the caperberry is ineffective. For man 
goes to his eternal home while 
mourners go about in the street. 


%* 11:9-10 
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6 Remember Him before the sil- 
ver cord is broken and the ®golden 
bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the 
well is shattered and the wheel at the 
cistern is crushed; Ze 4:2, 3 

7 then the dust will return to the 
earth as it was, and the ‘spirit will re- 
turn to God who gave it. Or breath 

8 “RVanity of vanities,” says the 
Preacher, “all is vanity!” Ec 1:2 


Purpose of the Preacher 
9 In addition to being a wise 
man, the Preacher also taught the 
people knowledge; and he pondered, 
searched out and arranged many 
proverbs. 1 Ki 4:32 
10 The Preacher sought to find 
Rdelightful words and to write words 
of truth correctly. Pr 10:32 © Pr 22:20, 21 
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11 The words of wise men are like 
Rgoads, and masters of these collec- 
tions are like well-driven nails; they 
are given by one Shepherd. Ac 2:37 
Ge 12 But beyond this, my son, be 

warned: the ‘writing of kmany 
books is endless, and excessive ®de- 
votion to books is wearying to the 
body. Lit making 1 Ki 4:32 © Ec 1:18 

13 The conclusion, when all has 
been heard, is: fear God and keep His 
commandments, because this applies 
to every person. Ec 3:14; 5:7; 7:18; 8:12 

14 For God will bring every act to 
judgment, everything which is hid- 
den, whether it is good or evil. 


Y 42:12-14 
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15 “RCatch the foxes for us, 

The little foxes that are 
ruining the vineyards, 
While our vineyards are in 

blossom.” Eze 13:4; Lk 13:32 


16 eee Se phon is mine, and 1 am 


He oreteres his flock among 
the lilies. Song 6:3; 7:10 
17 “RUntil the cool of the day 
when the shadows flee 


away, 

Turn, my beloved, and be like 
a gazelle 

Or a young stag on the 
mountains of Bether.” song 4:6 


The Bride’s Troubled Dream 
3 “FOn my bed night after night 
I sought him 
RWhom my soul loves; 
I 8sought him but did not find 
him. Song 1:7 ¢ Song 5:6 
2 ‘Tl must arise now and go 
about the city; 
In the ®streets and in the 
squares 
I must seek him whom my 
soul loves,’ 
I sought him but did not find 
him. Or Let me arise ¢ Je 5:1 
3 “The watchmen who make the 
rounds in the city found me, 
And I said, ‘Have you seen 
him whom my soul loves?’ 
4 “RScarcely had I left them 
When I found him whom my 
soul loves; 
I held on to him and would 
not let him go 
Until I had ®brought him to 
my mother’s house, 
And into the room of her who 
conceived me.”  pr8:17¢ Song 8:2 


5 “fl adjure you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, 
By the ®gazelles or by the 
hinds of the field, 
That you will not arouse or 
awaken my love 


Until ™she pleases.” song 2:7 orit 


Solomon’s Wedding Day 
6 “FRWhat is this coming up from 
the wilderness 
Like columns of smoke, 


Perfumed with myrrh and 
frankincense, 
With all scented powders of 
the merchant? _— Song 8:5 
7 “Behold, it is the traveling 
couch of Solomon; 
Sixty mighty men around it, 
Of the mighty men of Israel. 
8 “All of them are wielders of the 
sword, 
RExpert in war; 
Each man has his ®sword at 
his side, 
Guarding against the ®terrors 
of the night. Je 50:9 « Ps 45:3 © Ps 91:5 
9 “King Solomon has made for 
himself a sedan chair 
From the timber of Lebanon. 
10 “He made its posts of silver, 
Its "back of gold 
And its seat of purple fabric, 
With its interior lovingly fitted 


out 

By the 8daughters of 
Jerusalem. Or support * Song 1:5 

y* 11 gfe forth, O ®daughters of 
Zion, 

And gaze on King Solomon 
with the crown 

With which his mother has 
crowned him 

On the day of his wedding, 

And on the day of his 
gladness of heart.” 1s 3:16, 17; 4:4 


Solomon’s Love Expressed 
4 “FHow beautiful you are, 
my darling, 
How beautiful you are! 
Your eyes are like doves 
Rbehind your veil; 
Your hair is like a flock of 
goats 
That have descended from 
Mount Gilead. song 6:7 « Song 6:5 
2 “Your 8teeth are like a flock of 
newly shorn ewes 
Which have come up from 
their washing, 
All of which bear twins, 
And not one among them has 
lost her young. Song 6:6 
3 “Your lips are like a 8scarlet 
thread, 
And your ®mouth is lovely. 
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Your temples are like a slice of 
a pomegranate 

Behind your veil. Jos 2:18 + Song 5:16 

4 “Your neck is like the tower of 

David, . 

Built with rows of stones 

On which are hung a 
thousand shields, 

All the round 8shields of the 


mighty men. song 74° 2 Sa 1:21 
5 “Your two breasts are like two 
fawns, 


Twins of a gazelle 
Which feed among the lilies. 
6 “RUntil the cool of the day 

When the shadows flee away, 

I will go my way to the 
mountain of myrrh 

And to the hill of 
Rfrankincense. song 2:17 « Song 4:14 


7 “®You are altogether beautiful, 
my darling, 
And there is no blemish in 
you. Song 1:15; Ep 5:27 
8 “Come with me from 
RLebanon, my bride, 

May you come with me from 
Lebanon. 

TJourney down from the 
summit of Amana, 

From the summit of Senir and 
Hermon, 

From the dens of lions, 

From the mountains of 
leopards. 1 Ki 4:33; Ps 72:16 * Or Look 

9 “You have made my heart beat 
faster, my sister, my bride; 

You have made my heart beat 
faster with a single glance 
of your eyes, 

With a single strand of your 
necklace. Song 4:10, 12; 5:1, 2 

y* 10 “8How beautiful is your love, 
my sister, my bride! 

How much better is your love 
than wine, 

And the fragrance of your oils 

Than all kinds of spices! song 7:6 

11 “Your lips, my bride, ®drip 
honey; 

Honey and milk are under 
your tongue, 

And the fragrance of your 
garments is like the 
fragrance of Lebanon. Pr5:3 

12 “A garden locked is my sister, 
my bride, 
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A rock garden locked, a 
Rspring sealed up. Pr 5:15-18 
13 “Your shoots are an Forchard of 
pomegranates . 
With choice fruits, 3henna with 
nard plants, Ec 2:5 ¢ Song 1:14 
14 Nard and saffron, calamus 
_ and cinnamon, 
With all the trees of 
frankincense, 
Myrrh and aloes, along with 
all the finest spices. — song 1:12 
15 “You are a garden spring, 
A well of 8fresh water, 
And streams flowing from 
Lebanon.” Ze 14:8; Jo 4:10 


yw 16 “‘Awake, O north wind, 
And come, wind of the 
south; 
Make my garden breathe out 
fragrance, 
Let its spices be wafted 
abroad. 
May my beloved come into his 
garden 
And eat its choice fruits!” 


The Torment of Separation 
5 “FT have come into my 
garden, my sister, my bride; 
I have gathered my ®myrrh 
along with my balsam. 
I have eaten my honeycomb 
and my honey; 
I have drunk my wine and my 
milk. 
Eat, friends; 
Drink and imbibe deeply, O 
lovers.” Song 6:2 © Song 1:13; 4:14 


2 “FI was asleep but my heart 

was awake. 

A voice! My beloved was 
knocking: 

‘Open to me, my sister, my 
darling, 

RMy dove, my perfect one! 

For my head is drenched with 


dew, 
My locks with the damp of the 
night,’ Song’4:9 © Song 2:14; 6:9 
3 “I have taken off my dress, 
How can I put it on again? 
I have washed my feet, 
How can I dirty them again? 


Y 4:10-15 % 4:16 4:16 BRIDE 
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4 “My beloved extended his hand 
through the opening, 
And my ®feelings were 
aroused for him. Je 31:20 
5 “I arose to open to my beloved; 
And my hands dripped with 
myrrh, 
And my fingers with liquid 
myrrh, 
On the handles of the bolt. 
6 “I opened to my beloved, 
But my beloved had ®turned 
away and had gone! 
My heart went out to him as 
he spoke. 
I searched for him but I did 
not find him; 
I called him but he did not 
answer me. Song 6:1 ¢ Song 5:2 
7 “The }watchmen who make the 
rounds in the city found me, 
They struck me and wounded 
me; 
The guardsmen of the walls 
Sent away my shawl from 
Song 3:3 
8 “I Radjure you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, 
If you find my beloved, 
As to what you will tell him: 
For I am lovesick.” Song 2:7; 3:5 


9 “FWhat kind of beloved is your 
beloved, 
O most beautiful among 
women? 
What kind of beloved is your 
beloved, 
That thus you adjure us?” 


Admiration by the Bride 
10 “‘My beloved is dazzling and 
Rruddy, 
ROutstanding among ten 
thousand. 1 Sa 16:12 © Ps 45:2 

11 “His head is like gold, pure gold; 

His locks are like clusters of 
dates 
And black as a raven. 

12 “His eyes are like doves 
Beside streams of water, 
Bathed in milk, 

And reposed in their setting. 

13 “His cheeks are like a bed of 

balsam, 
Banks of sweet-scented herbs; 
His lips are lilies 
Dripping with liquid myrrh. 


Song 5:2 
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14 “His hands are rods of gold 
Set with beryl; ; 
His abdomen is carved ivory 
Inlaid with sapphires. 
15 “His legs are pillars of 
alabaster 
Set on pedestals of pure gold; 
His appearance is like 
RLebanon 
Choice as the cedars. Song 7:4 
16 “His mouth is full of sweetness. 
And he is wholly desirable. 
This is my beloved and this is 
my friend, 
O daughters of Jerusalem.” 


Mutual Delight in Each Other 
“FRWhere has your beloved 


gone, 

O ®most beautiful among 
women? 

Where has your beloved 
turned, 

That we may seek him with 
you?” Song 5:6 ¢ Song 1:8 


2 “FMy beloved has gone down to 

his ®garden, 

To the beds of balsam, 

To pasture his flock in the 
gardens 

And gather lilies. Song 4:16; 5:1 

3 “R] am my beloved’s and my 

beloved is mine, 

He who pastures his flock 
among the lilies.” song 2:16; 7:10 


4 “FRYou are as beautiful as 
RTirzah, my darling, 
As lovely as Jerusalem, 
As awesome as an army with 
banners. Song 1:15 © 1 Ki 14:17 
5 “Turn your eyes away from me, 
For they have confused me; 
RYour hair is like a flock of 
goats 
Ne Make descended from 
Song 4:1 
6 “RYour: teeth are like a flock of 
ewes 
Which have come up from 
their washing, 
All of which bear twins, 
And not one among them has 
lost her young. Song 4:2 
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7 “RYour temples are like a slice Which never lacks mixed 
ofa pomegranate wine; 
Behind your veil. Song 4:3 Your belly is like a heap of 
8 “There are sixty queens and wheat 
eighty concubines, — Fenced about with lilies. 
And maidens without 3 “Your ®two breasts are like two 
number; 1 Ki11:3 ¢ Song 1:3 fawns, 
9 But ®my dove, my perfect one, Twins of a gazelle. Song 4:5 
is unique: 4 “Your neck is like a tower of 
She is her mother’s only ivory, 
daughter; Your eyes like the pools in 


She is the pure child of the 
one who bore her. 

The maidens saw her and 
called her blessed, 

The queens and the 
concubines also, and they 
praised her, saying, Song 2:14; 5:2 


10 ‘Who is this that grows like the 


dawn, 
As beautiful as the full moon, 
As pure as the sun, 
As awesome as an army with 
banners?’ Job 31:26 
11 “I went down to the orchard of 
nut trees 
To see the blossoms of the 
valley, 
To see whether ®the vine had 
budded 
Or the pomegranates had 
bloomed. Song 7:12 ¢ Song 4:13 
12 “Before I was aware, my soul 
set me 
Over the chariots of my noble 
people.” 


13 “Come back, come back, O 
Shulammite; 
Come back, come back, that 
we may gaze at you!” 


“FWhy should you gaze at the 


Shulammite, 
As at the dance of 8the two 
companies? Ge 32:2; 2 Sa 17:24 


Admiration by the Bridegroom 
7 “THow beautiful are your feet 
in sandals, 
O 8prince’s daughter! 
The curves of your hips are 
like jewels, 
The work of the hands of an 
artist. Ch 7:2 in He ° Ps 45:13 
2 “Your navel is like a round 
goblet 


RHeshbon 

By the gate of Bath-rabbim; 

Your nose is like the tower of 
Lebanon, 

Which faces toward 
Damascus. Song 4:4 © Nu 21:26 

5 “Your head Tcrowns you like 
RCarmel, 

And the flowing locks of your 
head are like purple 
threads; 

The king is captivated by your 
tresses. Lit is upon ¢ Is 35:2 

6 “How &beautiful and how 
delightful you are, 

My love, with all your 
charms! Song 1:15, 16; 4:10 

7 “TYour stature is like a palm 


tree, 
And your breasts are like its 
clusters. Lit This stature of yours 
8 “I said, ‘I will climb the palm 


tree, 

I will take hold of its fruit 
stalks, 

Oh, may your breasts be like 
clusters of the vine, 

And the fragrance of your 
breath like apples, — Song2:5 

9 And your mouth like the 

best wine!” 


“FIt goes down smoothly for my 
beloved, 
Flowing gently through the 
lips of those who fall asleep. 


The Union of Love 
10 “I am my beloved’s, 
And his desire is for me. 
11 “Come, my beloved, let us go 
out into the ‘country, 
Let us spend the night in the 
villages. Lit field 
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12 “Let us rise early and go to the 
vineyards; 

Let us see whether the vine 
has budded 

And its blossoms have 
opened, 

And whether the 
pomegranates have 
bloomed. 

There I will give you my love. 

13 “The 8mandrakes have given 
forth fragrance; 

And over our doors are all 
choice fruits, 

Both new and old, 

Which I have saved up for 
you, my beloved. Ge 30:14 


The Lovers Speak 
8 “Oh that you were like a 
brother to me 
Who nursed at my mother’s 
breasts. 
If 1 found you outdoors, I 
would kiss you; 
No one would despise me, 
either. 
2 “I would lead you and ®bring 


you 
Into the house of my mother, 
who used to instruct me; 
I would give you spiced wine 
to drink from the juice of 
my pomegranates. Song 3:4 
3 “Let 8his left hand be under my 
head 
And his right hand embrace 
me.” Song 2:6 


4 “FRT want you to swear, O 
daughters of Jerusalem, 
Do not arouse or awaken my 
love 
Until she pleases.” Song 2:7; 3:5 


5 “FRWho is this coming up from 
the wilderness 
Leaning on her beloved?” 


“FBeneath the apple tree I 

awakened you; 

There your mother was in 
labor with you, 

There she was in labor and 
gave you birth. Song 3:6 ¢ Song 2:3 

6 “Put me like a fseal over your 

heart, 


Like a seal on your arm. 

For love is as strong as death, 

Jealousy is as severe as Sheol; 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 

The very flame of the Lorb. 

yw 7 “Many waters cannot quench 

love, 

Nor will rivers overflow it; 

If a man were to give all the 
riches of his house for love, 

It would be utterly despised.” 


8 “FWe have a little sister, 
And she 8has no breasts; 
What shall we do for our 

sister 
On the day when she is 
spoken for? 

9 “If she is a wall, 

We will build on her a 
battlement of silver; 

But if she is a door, 

We will barricade her with 
Rplanks of cedar.” 1 Ki 6:15 


10 “fl was a wall, and ®my breasts 
were like towers; 
Then I became in his eyes as 
one who finds peace. Eze 16:7 
11 “Solomon had a ®vineyard at 
Baal-hamon; 
He entrusted the vineyard to 
caretakers. 
Each one was to bring a 
thousand shekels of silver 
for its fruit. Ec 2:4 ¢ Ma 21:33 
12 “My very own vineyard is Tat 
my disposal; 
The thousand shekels are for 
you, Solomon, 
And two hundred are for 
those who take care of its 
fruit.” Lit before me 


13 ““O you who sit in the gardens, 
My ®companions are listening 
for your voice— 
RLet me hear it!” song 1:7 Song 2:14 


14 “Hurry, my beloved, 
And be like a gazelle ora 
young stag 
On the mountains of spices.” 


Eze 16:7 
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Author: Although there is much argu- 
ment regarding the unity of 
the work, most scholars ac- 
knowledge Isaiah as the au- 
thor of this book. He was from 
a distinguished Jewish family 
and his education is evident in 
his impressive vocabulary and 
style. The New Testament writ- 
ers, John, Paul, Matthew, and 
Luke as well as Jesus himself 
all quote from the Book of Isa- 
iah and credit him with its au- 
thorship. This great poet was 
uncompromising, sincere, and 
compassionate. Isaiah main- 
tained close contact with the 
royal court, but his exhorta- 
tions against alliances with 
foreign powers were not al- 
ways well received. 


Rebellion of God’s People 
The vision of Isaiah the son of 
Amoz concerning "Judah and 
Jerusalem, which he saw during the 
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Is 2:1; 40:9 
y* 2 RListen, O heavens, and hear, 
O Rearth; 
For the Lorp speaks, 
“RSons I have reared and 
brought up, 
But they have revolted against 
Me. De 32:1 © Mi 1:2 © Je 3:22 
3 “An ox knows its owner, 
And a donkey its master’s 
manger, 
But Israel ®does not know, 
My people ®do not 
understand.” Je 9:3, 6 © Is 44:18 
4 Alas, sinful nation, 
People weighed down with 
iniquity, 
ROffspring of evildoers, 
Sons who £act corruptly! 
They have 8abandoned the 
Lorp, 


Time: 


Key Verse: 
Theme: 


Ged) 


c. 740-680 B.c. 

Is 9:6-7 

Because of the length of the 
book and Isaiah’s interactions 
with the politics of the time, 
we probably get a better pic- 
ture of Isaiah’s ministry than 
we do of any of the other 
prophets. It also contains 
more of the well-known, clas- 
sic prophecy texts than any 
other book. One commentator 
calls Isaiah the “Romans” of 
the Old Testament, as in Isaiah 
we get a broad perspective on 
how and why God is working in 
history. Both God’s holiness 
and grace come clearly into 
perspective through a careful 
study of this book. 


They have despised the Holy 
One of Israel, 

They have turned away from 
Him. Is 14:20 ¢ Ne 1:7 @ Is 1:28 ¢ Is 5:24 


Where will you be stricken 
again, 

As you continue in your 
rebellion? 

The whole head is sick 

And the whole heart is 
faint. 

RFrom the sole of the foot even 
to the head 

There is nothing sound in it, 

Only bruises, welts and raw 
wounds, 

Not pressed out or bandaged, 

Nor softened with oil. Job 2:7 


Your ®land is desolate, 

Your cities are burned with 
fire, 

Your fields—strangers are 
devouring them in your 
presence; 
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It is desolation, as overthrown 
by strangers. Le 26:33; Je 44:6 
8 The daughter of Zion is left 
like a shelter in a vineyard, 
Like a watchman’s hut ina 
cucumber field, like a 
besieged city. 
9 Unless the Lorp of hosts 
Had left us a few survivors, 
We would be like Sodom, 
We would be like Gomorrah. 


God Has Had Enough 
10 Hear the word of the Lorpb, 

You rulers of Sodom; 

Give ear to the instruction of 
our God, 

You people of Gomorrah. 

11 “What are your multiplied 
sacrifices to Me?” 

Says the Lorp. 

“TI Thave had enough of burnt 
offerings of rams 

And the fat of fed cattle; 

And I take no pleasure in the 
blood of bulls, lambs or 
goats. Or am sated with 

12 “When you come to appear 
before Me, 

Who requires of you this 
trampling of My courts? 

13 “Bring your worthless offerings 
no longer, 

EAE is an abomination to 

e. 

New moon and sabbath, the 
calling of assemblies— 

I cannot endure iniquity and 
the solemn assembly. 1s 66:3 

14 “I hate your new moon festivals 
and your appointed feasts, 
ca have become a burden to 
e; 
Iam weary of bearing them. 
15 “So when you &spread out your 
hands in prayer, 

RT will hide My eyes from you; 

Yes, even though you multiply 
prayers, 

I will not listen. 

Your hands are covered with 
blood. 1 Ki8:22; La 1:17 © Is 8:17; 59:2 


ee 16 “?Wash yourselves, kmake 
yourselves clean; 
Remove the evil of your deeds 
from My sight. 


Cease to do evil, Ps 26:6 Is 52:11 
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17 Learn to do good; 
RSeek justice, 
Reprove the ruthless, 
Defend the orphan, 
Plead for the widow. Je 22:3; Zep 2:3 


“Tet Us Reason” 
18 “Come now, and let us reason 
together,” 
Says the Lorp, 
“Though your sins are as 
scarlet, 
They will be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like 
crimson, 
They will be like wool. 
19 “RIf you consent and obey, 
You will eat the best of the 
land; De 28:1; 30:15, 16 ¢ Is 55:2 
20 “But if you refuse and rebel, 
You will be ®devoured by the 


sword.” 
Truly, the mouth of the Lorp 
has spoken. Is 3:25; 65:12 


Zion Corrupted, to Be 
Redeemed 
21 How the faithful city has 
become a &harlot, 
She who was full of justice! 
Righteousness once lodged in 
er, 
But now murderers. ts 57:3-9; Je 2:20 
22 Your silver has become dross, 
Your drink diluted with water. 
23 Your frulers are rebels 
And companions of thieves; 
Everyone loves a bribe 
And chases after rewards. 
They do not defend the 
orphan, 
Nor does the widow’s plea 
come before them. Ho 5:10; Mi 7:3 


24 Therefore the Lord Gop of 


hosts, 

The ®Mighty One of Israel, 
declares, 

“Ah, I will be relieved of My 

adversaries 

And avenge Myself on My 
foes. Ps 132:2; Is 49:26; 60:16 

25 “I will also turn My hand 

against you, 

And will smelt away your 
dross as with lye 


Y 1:16-20 
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esp race remove all your 
Eze 22:19-22; Mal 3:3 
26 “Then | i will restore your 
Rjudges as at the first, 
And your counselors as at the 
beginning; 
After that you will be called 4 
the city of righteousness, 
A faithful city.” Is 60:17 


27 Zion will be 8redeemed with 
justice 
And her repentant ones with 
righteousness. _ 1s 35:98; 62:12; 63:4 
28 But transgressors and sinners 
will be crushed together, 
And those who forsake the 
LorpD will come to an end. 
29 Surely you will be ashamed of 


the Roaks which you have 5 
desired, 

And you will be embarrassed 
at the ®gardens which you 6 


have chosen. 1s 57:5 « Is 65:3; 66:17 
30 For you will be like an Toak 
whose ®leaf fades away 
Or as a garden that has no 
water. Or terebinth Is 64:6 
31 The strong man will become 
tinder, 
His work also a spark. 
Thus they shall both burn 
together 7 
And there will be none to 
quench them. 


God’s Universal Reign 
The word which ®Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. Is 1:1 8 
2. Now it will come about that 
RIn the last days 
The 8mountain of the house of 
the Lorp 
Will be established as the 
chief of the mountains, 9 
And will be raised above the 
hills; 
And all the nations will 
stream to it. Mi 4:1-3 « Is 27:13; 66:20 
yw 3 And Jet peoples will come 10 
and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lorpb, 
To the house of the God of 
Jacob; 
That He may teach us 
Teoncerning His ways Y 2:3 
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And that we may walk in His 
paths.” 

For the law will go forth from 
Zion 

And the word of the Lorp 
from Jerusalem. Or some of 

And He will judge between 
the nations, 

And will render decisions for 
many peoples; 


- And ®they will hammer their 


swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning 


hooks. 

Nation will not lift up sword 
against nation, 

And never again will they 
learn war. Is 32:17, 18; Joel 3:10 


Come, ®house of Jacob, and let 
us walk in the light of the 
LORD. Is 58:1 ¢ Is 60:1, 2, 19, 20; 1 Jo 1:5 

For You have 8abandoned 
Your people, the house of 
Jacob, 

Because they are filled with 
influences from the east, 

And they are soothsayers 
Rlike the Philistines, 

And they strike bargains 
with the children of 
foreigners. De 31:17 © 2 Ki 1:2 

Their land has also been filled 
with silver and gold 

And there is no end to their 
treasures; 

Their land has also been filled 
with horses 

And there is no end to their 
chariots. 

Their land has also been 
Rfilled with idols; 

They worship the work of 
their hands, 

That which their fingers have 
made. Is 10:11 

So the common man has been 
humbled 

And the man of importance 
has been abased, 

But do not forgive them. Ne 4:5 

REnter the rock and hide in 
the dust 

From the terror of the Lorp 
and from the splendor of 
His majesty. 1s 2:19, 21; Re 6:15, 16 
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11 The proud look of man will be When He arises to make the 
abased earth tremble. Is 2:19 
And the loftiness of man will 22 ®Stop regarding man, whose 
be humbled, breath of life is in his 
And the Lorp alone will be nostrils; 
exalted in that day. For why should he be 
esteemed? Ps 146:3; Je 17:5 
A Day of Reckoning Coming { 
12 For the Lorp of hosts will God Will Remove the Leaders 
have a day of reckoning 3 For behold, the Lord Gop of 
Against everyone who is hosts ®is going to remove 
proud and lofty from Jerusalem and Judah 
And against everyone who is Both supply and support, the 
lifted up, whole supply of bread 
That he may be abased. And the whole supply of 
13 And it will be against all the water; Le 26:26; Is 5:13; 9:20; Eze 4:16 
cedars of Lebanon that are 2 The mighty man and the 
lofty and lifted up, warrior, 
Against all the Soaks of The judge and the prophet, 
Bashan, Ze 11:2 The diviner and the elder, 
14 Against all the ®lofty 3 The captain of fifty and the 
mountains, honorable man, 
Against all the hills that are The counselor and the expert 
lifted up, Is 40:4 artisan, 
15 Against every high tower, And the skillful enchanter. 
Against every fortified wall, 4 And I will make mere lads 
16 Against all the 8ships of their princes, 
Tarshish And capricious children will 
And against all the beautiful rule over them, Ec 10:16 
craft. 1 Ki 10:22; Is 23:1, 14; 60:9 5 And the people will be 
17 The pride of man will be Roppressed, 
humbled Each one by another, and each 
And the loftiness of men will one by his ®neighbor; 
be abased; The youth will storm against 
And the Lorp alone will be the elder 
exalted in that day, And the inferior against the 
18 But the Ridols will completely honorable. Mi 7:3-6 « Is 9:19; Je 9:3-8 
vanish. Is 21:9; Mi 1:7 6 When a man £lays hold of his 
19 Men will ®go into caves of the brother in his father’s 
rocks house, saying, 
And into holes of the 'ground “You have a cloak, you shall be 
Before the terror of the Lorp our ruler, 
And the splendor of His And these ruins will be under 
majesty, | your 'charge,” Is 4:1 © Lit hand 
When He arises to make the 7 He will protest on that day, 
earth tremble. Is 2:10 © Lit dust saying, 
20 In that day men will cast away “T will not be your healer, 
to the moles and the bats For in my house there is 
Their idols of silver and their neither bread nor cloak; 
idols of gold, You should not appoint me 
Which they made for ruler of the people.” 
themselves to worship, 8 For 8Jerusalem has stumbled 
21 In order to ®go into the and Judah has fallen, 
caverns of the rocks and the Because their speech and their 
clefts of the cliffs actions are against the 
Before the terror of the Lorp Lorb, 
and the splendor of His To ®rebel against His glorious 


majesty, presence. Is 1:7; 6:11 © Is 65:3 
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9 The expression of their faces 
bears witness against them, 
And they display their sin like 
RSodom; 
They do not even conceal it. 
Woe to them! 
For they have brought evil on 
themselves. Ge 13:13; Is 1:10-15 
10 Say to the righteous that it 
will go well with them, 
For they will eat the fruit of 
their actions. 
11 Woe to the wicked! It will go 
badly with him, 
For ?what he deserves will be 
done to him. _ De 28:15-68; Is 65:6, 7 
12 O My people! Their 
oppressors are ®children, 
And women rule over them. 
O My people! ®Those who 
guide you lead you astray 
And confuse the direction of 
your paths. 1s 3:4 Is 9:16; 28:14, 15 


God Will Judge 
13 ®The Lorp arises to contend, 
And stands to judge the 
people. Is 66:16; Ho 4:1; Mi 6:2 
14 The Lorp enters into 
judgment with the elders 
and princes of His people, 
“It is you who have ®devoured 
the vineyard; 
The plunder of the poor is in 
your houses. Ps 14:4; Mi 3:3 
15 “What do you mean by 
Rcrushing My people 
And grinding the face of the 


poor: 
Declares the Lord Gop of 
hosts. Ps 94:5 
Judah’s Women Denounced 
16 Moreover, the Lorp said, 
“Because the daughters of 
Zion are proud 
And walk with Theads held 
high and seductive eyes, 
And go along with mincing 


steps 
And tinkle the bangles on 
their feet, Lit outstretched necks 
17 Therefore the Lord will afflict 
the scalp of the daughters 
of Zion with scabs, 
And the Lorp will make their 
foreheads bare.” , 
18 In that day the Lord will take 
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away the beauty of their anklets, 
headbands, crescent ornaments, 

19 dangling earrings, bracelets, 

veils, 

20 headdresses, ankle chains, 

sashes, perfume boxes, amulets, 

21 finger rings, nose rings, 

22 festal robes, outer tunics, 

cloaks, money purses, 
hand mirrors, undergarments, 
turbans and veils. 

24 Now it will come about that 
instead of sweet perfume 
there will be putrefaction; 

Instead of a belt, a rope; 

Instead of 8well-set hair, a 
plucked-out scalp; 

Instead of fine clothes, a 
donning of sackcloth; 

And branding instead of 
beauty. or balsam oil Es 2:12 © 1 Pe 3:3 

25 Your men will ®fall by the 
sword 

And your mighty ones in 
battle. Is 1:20; 65:12 ¢ Lit strength 

26 And her 8gates will lament 
and mourn, 

And deserted she will sit on 
the ground. Je 14:2; La 1:4 «La 2:10 


A Remnant Prepared 
For seven women will take hold of 
one man in that day, saying, “We 
will eat our own bread and wear our 
own clothes, only let us be called by 
your name; take away our reproach!” 
2 In that day the Branch of the 
Lorpb will be beautiful and glorious, 
and the fruit of the earth will be the 
pride and the adornment of the ®sur- 
vivors of Israel. 1s 10:20; 37:31, 32; Joel 2:32; Ob 17 
3 It will come about that he who 
is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called ®holy— 
everyone who is recorded for life in 
Jerusalem. Is 28:5; 46:3; Ro 11:4, 5 ¢ Is 52:1; 62:12 
4 When the Lord has washed 
away the filth of the daughters of 
Zion and purged the ®bloodshed of 
Jerusalem from her midst, by the 
Rspirit of judgment and the &spirit of 
DULMNING, Is 3:16 Is 1:15 © Is 28:6 © Is 1:31; 9:19; Ma 3:11 
5 then the Lorp will create over 
the whole area of Mount Zion and 
over her assemblies a cloud by day, 
even smoke, and the brightness of a 
flaming fire by night; for over all the 
Rglory will be a canopy. Is 60:1, 2 
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6 There will be a ®shelter to give 
shade from the heat by day, and 
refuge and protection from the storm 
and the rain. Ps 27:5; Is 25:4; 32:1, 2 


Parable of the Vineyard 
5 Let me sing now for my well- 
beloved 
A song of my beloved 
concerning His vineyard. 
My well-beloved had a 
vineyard on a fertile hill. 
2 He dug it all around, removed 
its stones, 
And planted it with the 
Rchoicest vine. 
And He built a tower in the 
middle of it 
And also hewed out a wine vat 
in it; 
Then He expected it to 
produce good grapes, 
But it produced only worthless 
ones. Je 2:21 


3 “And now, O inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and men of 


Judah, 
RJudge between Me and My 
vineyard. Ma 21:40 


4 “What more was there to do for 
My vineyard that I have not 
done in it? 

Why, when I expected it to 
produce good grapes did it 
produce worthless ones? 

5 “So now let Me tell you what I 
am going to do to My 
vineyard: 

I will 8remove its hedge and it 
will be consumed; 

I will Sbreak down its wall and 
it will become trampled 
ground. Ps 89:40 © Ps 80:12 

6 “TI will lay it waste; 

It will not be pruned or hoed, 

But briars and thorns will 
come up. 

I will also charge the clouds to 
rain no rain on it.” 


7 For the ®vineyard of the Lorp 
of hosts is the house of 
Israel 

And the men of Judah His 
delightful plant. 

Thus He looked for justice, but 
behold, bloodshed; 
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For righteousness, but behold, 
acry of distress. Ps 80:8-11 


Woes for the Wicked 

8 Woe to those who add house 
to house and join field to 
field, 

Until there is no more room, 

Sc that you have to live alone 
in the midst of the land! 

9 In my ears the Lorp of hosts 
has sworn, “Surely, many 
houses shall become 
desolate, 

Even great and fine ones, 
without occupants. Is 6:11, 12 

10 “For Rten acres of vineyard will 
yield only one Fbath of wine, 

And a homer of seed will 
yield but an Fephah of 
grain.” Le 26:26; Is 7:23; Hag 1:6; 2:16 

11 Woe to those who rise early in 
the morning that they may 
pursue strong drink, 

Who stay up late in the 
evening that wine may 
inflame them! 

12 Their banquets are 
accompanied by lyre and 
harp, by tambourine and 
flute, and by wine; 

But they ®do not pay attention 
to the deeds of the Lorp, 

Nor do they consider the work 
of His hands. Job 34:27; Ps 28:5 


13. Therefore My people go into 
exile for their 8lack of 
knowledge; 

And their honorable men are 
famished, 

And their multitude is parched 
with thirst. ts 1.3; 27:11; Ho 4:6 « Is 3:3 

14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged 
its throat and opened its 
mouth without measure; 

And Jerusalem’s splendor, her 
multitude, her din of revelry 
and the jubilant within her, 
descend into it. 

15 So the common man will be 
humbled and the man of 
importance abased, 

RThe eyes of the proud also 
will be abased. Is 2:11; 10:33 
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But the 8Lorp of hosts will be 
exalted in judgment, 

And the holy God will show 
Himself holy in 
righteousness. Is 28:17; 30:18: 61:8 

RThen the lambs will graze as 
in their pasture, 

And strangers will eat in the 
waste places of the 
wealthy. Is 7:25; Mi 2:12: Zep 2:6 


Woe to those who drag 
iniquity with the cords of 
falsehood, 

And sin as if with cart ropes; 

RWho say, “Let Him make 
speed, let Him hasten His 
work, that we may see it; 

And let the purpose of the 
Holy One of Israel draw 
near 

And come to pass, that we 
may know it!” 

Woe to those who call evil 
good, and good evil; 

Who substitute darkness for 
light and light for darkness; 

Who substitute bitter for 
sweet and sweet for bitter! 

Woe to those who are wise in 
their own eyes 

And clever in their own sight! 

Woe to those who are heroes 
in drinking wine 

And valiant men in mixing 
strong drink, 

RWho justify the wicked for a 
bribe, 

And take away the rights of 
the ones who are in the 
right! Ex 23:8; Is 1:23; 10:1, 2; Mi 3:11; 7:3 


Therefore, as a tongue of fire 
consumes stubble 

And dry grass collapses into 
the flame, 

So their ®root will become like 
rot and their blossom blow 
away as dust; 

For they have rejected the law 
of the Lorp of hosts 

And despised the word of the 
Holy One of Israel. —_ Job 18:16 

On this account the anger of 
the Lorp has burned 
against His people, 

And He has stretched out His 
hand against them and 
struck them down. 


Eze 12:22; 2 Pe 3:4 
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And the mountains quaked, 
and their corpses lay like 
refuse in the middle of the 
streets. 

For all this His anger Tis not 


spent, 
But His hand is still stretched 


out. Lit has not turned away 


26 He will also lift up a ®standard 
to the distant nation, 

And will whistle for it from 
the ends of the earth; 

And behold, it will .come with 
speed swiftly. Is 13:2,3¢ Is 13:4,5 

27 No one in it is weary or 
stumbles, 

None slumbers or sleeps; 

Nor is the belt at its waist 
undone, 

Nor its sandal strap broken. 

28 Its arrows are sharp and all its 
bows are bent; 

The hoofs of its horses seem 
like flint and its chariot 
wheels like a whirlwind. 

29 Its 8roaring is like a lioness, 
and it roars like young 
lions; 

It growls as it seizes the prey 

And carries it off with no one 
to deliver it. Je 51:38; Zep 3:3; Ze 11:3 

30 And it will §grow] over it in 
that day like the roaring of 


the sea. 

If one looks to the land, 
behold, there is darkness 
and distress; 

Even the light is darkened by 
its clouds. Is 17:12; Je 6:23; Lk 21:25 


Isaiah’s Vision 
In the year of King Uzziah’s death 
I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
lofty and exalted, with the train of His 
robe filling the temple. 

2 Seraphim stood above Him, 
each having six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two he cov- 
ered his feet, and with two he flew. 

3 And one called out to another 
and said, 

“RHoly, Holy, Holy, is the Lorp 
of hosts, 
ve ®whole earth is full of His 
Re 4:8 ¢ Nu 14:21; Ps 72:19 

4 ee the foundations of the 

thresholds trembled at the voice of 
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him who called out, while the ®temple 
was filling with smoke. Re 15:8 
5 Then I said, 
“Woe is me, for | am ruined! 
Because I am a man of 
unclean lips, 
And I live among a people of 
unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lorp of hosts.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew 
to me with a burning coal in his hand, 
which he had taken from the altar 
with tongs. Re 8:3 

7 He touched my mouth with it 
and said, “Behold, this has touched 
your lips; and your iniquity is taken 
away and your sin is forgiven.” 


Isaiah’s Commission 
8 Then I heard the ®voice of the 
Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for Us>?” Then I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!” Eze 10:5; Ac 9:4 
9 He said, “Go, and tell this 
people: 
‘Keep on listening, but do not 
perceive; 
Keep on looking, but do not 
understand,’ 
10 “Render the hearts of this 
people insensitive, 
Their ears dull, 
And their eyes dim, 
Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their 
hearts, 
And return and be healed.” 
11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” 
And He answered, 
“Until ®cities are devastated 
and without inhabitant, 
Houses are without people 
And the land is utterly 
desolate, Le 26:31; Is 1:7; 3:8, 26 
12 “The Lorp has 8removed men 
far away, 
And the ®forsaken places are 
many in the midst of the 
land. De 28:64 Je 4:29 
13 “Yet there will be a tenth 
portion in it, 
And it will again be subject to 
burning, 
Like a terebinth or an oak 


Whose stump remains when it 
is:felleds aie: 
The holy seed is its stump.” 


War against Jerusalem 

Now it came about in the days of 

RAhaz, the son of Jotham, the son 
of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin 
the king of Aram and Pekah the son 
of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up 
to Jerusalem to wage war against it, 
but could not conquer it. 2 Ki 16:1; Is 1:1 

2 When it was reported to the 
Rhouse of David, saying, “The 
Arameans have camped in Ephraim,” 
his heart and the hearts of his people 
shook as the trees of the forest shake 
with the wind. Is 7:13; 22:22 

3 Then the Lorp said to Isaiah, 
“Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and 
your son Shear-jashub, at the end of 
the conduit of the upper pool, on the 
highway to the fuller’s field, 

4 and say to him, ‘Take care and 
be calm, have no fear and do not be 
fainthearted because of these two 
stubs of smoldering firebrands, on ac- 
count of the fierce anger of Rezin and 
Aram and the son of Remaliah. 

5 ‘Because Aram, with Ephraim 
and the son of Remaliah, has planned 
evil against you, saying, Is 7:2 

6 “Let us go up against Judah 
and ‘terrorize it, and make for our- 
selves a breach in ‘its walls and set 
up the son of Tabeel as king in the 
midst of Tess Lit cause it a sickening dread « Lit it 

7 thus says the Lord Gop: “8It 
shall not stand nor shall it come to 
pass. Is 8:10; 28:18; Ac 4:25, 26 

8 “For the head of Aram is 3Dam- 
ascus and the head of Damascus is 
Rezin (now within another 65 years 
Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is 
no longer a people), Ge 14:15; Is 17:1-3 

9 and the head of Ephraim is 
Samaria and the head of Samaria is 
the son of Remaliah. If you will not 
believe, you surely shall not last.”’” 


The Child Immanuel 

10 Then the Lorp spoke again to 
Ahaz, saying, 

11 “Ask a sign for yourself from 
the Lorp your God; make it deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.” Lit heights 

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, 
nor will I test the Lorp!” 
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13 Then he said, “Listen now, O 
Rhouse of David! Is it too slight a thing 
for you to try the patience of men, that 
you will 8try the patience of my God 
as well? Is 7:2 © Is 1:14; 43:24 © Is 25:1 

14 “Therefore the Lord Himself 

will give you a sign: Behold, 8a 
Tyirgin will be with child and bear a 
son, and she will call His name F®Im- 
manuel. Ma 1:23 © Or maiden ¢ Is 8:8, 10 

15 “He will eat ®curds and honey 
at the time He knows enough to re- 
fuse evil and choose good. Is 7:22 

16 “8For before the boy will know 
enough to refuse evil and choose 
good, the land whose two kings you 
dread will be forsaken. Is 8:4 


Trials to Come for Judah 

17 “The Lorp will bring on you, 
on your people, and on your father’s 
house such days as have never come 
since the day that Ephraim separated 
from Judah, the king of Assyria.” 

18 In that day the Lorp will ®whis- 
tle for the fly that is in the remotest 
part of the rivers of Egypt and for the 
bee that is in the land of Assyria.1s 5:26 

19 They will all come and settle on 
the steep ravines, on the ®ledges of the 
cliffs, on all the thorn bushes and on 
all the watering places. Is 2:19; Je 16:16 

20 Inthat day the Lord will ®shave 
with a ®razor, hired from regions be- 
yond the Euphrates (that is, with the 
king of Assyria), the head and the hair 
of the legs; and it will also remove the 
beard. 2 Ki 18:13-16; Is 24:1 « Eze 5:1-4 

21 Now in that day a man may 
keep alive a "heifer and a pair of 
sheep; Is 14:30; 27:10; Je 39:10 

22 and because of the abundance 
of the milk produced he will eat curds, 
for everyone that is left within the 
land will eat curds and honey. | 1s 8:15 

23 And it will come about in that 
day, 8that every place where there 
used to be a thousand vines, valued at 
a thousand shekels of silver, will be- 
come briars and thorns. — 1s 5:10; 32:13, 14 

24 People will come there with 
bows and arrows because all the land 
will be briars and thorns. 

25 As for all the hills which used 
to be cultivated with the hoe, you will 
not go there for fear of briars and 
thorns; but they will become a place 
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for '8pasturing oxen and for sheep to 
trample. Lit sending ¢ Is 5:17 


Damascus and Samaria Fall 
Then the Lorp said to me, “Take 
for yourself a large tablet and write 
on it in ordinary letters: Swift is the 
booty, speedy is the prey. 

2 “And I will take to Myself faith- 
ful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the 
priest and Zechariah the son of Je- 
berechiah.” 2 Ki 16:10, 11, 15, 16 

3 So I approached the prophet- 
ess, and she conceived and gave birth 
to a son. Then the Lorp said to 
me, “Name him 'Maher-shalal-hash- 
baz; Is 8:1 

4 for 8before the boy knows how 
to cry out ‘My father’ or ‘My mother, 
the wealth of Damascus and the spoil 
of Samaria will be carried away be- 
fore the king of Assyria.” Is 7:16 

5 Again the Lorp spoke to me 
further, saying, 

6 “Inasmuch as these people 
have rejected the gently 
flowing waters of Shiloah 

And rejoice in 8Rezin and the 
son of Remaliah; Is 7:1 

7 “Now therefore, behold, the 
Lord is about to bring on 
them the ®strong and 
abundant waters of the 
REuphrates, 

Even the king of Assyria and 
all his glory; 

And it will rise up over all its 
channels and go over all its 
banks. Is 17:12, 13 ¢ Is 7:20; 11:15 

8 “Then it will sweep on into 
Judah, it will overflow and 
pass through, 

It will reach even to the neck; 

And the spread of its wings 
will fill the breadth of your 
land, O Immanuel. 


A Believing Remnant 
9 “RBe broken, O peoples, and be 
Rshattered; 
And give ear, all remote 
places of the earth. 
Gird yourselves, yet be 
shattered; 


¥7:14-Ma 1:23 7:14 1.e. God is with us 
8:3 Le. swift is the booty, speedy is the prey 
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Gird yourselves, yet be 
shattered. Is 17:12-14 ¢ Da 2:34, 35 
10 “Devise a plan, but it wili be 
thwarted; 
State a proposal, but it will not 
stand, 
For God is with uS.” Job 5:12; Is 28:18 
11 For thus the Lorp spoke to me 
with ®mighty power and instructed 
me ®not to walk in the way of this peo- 


ple, saying, Eze 3:14 ¢ Eze 2:8 
12 “You are not to say, ‘It is a 
Rconspiracy!’ 


In regard to all that this 
people call a conspiracy, 

And 8you are not to fear ‘what 
they fear or be in dread of 
it. Is 7:2; 30:1 © 1 Pe 3:14, 15 « Lit their fear 

13 “It is the Lorp of hosts whom 
you should regard as holy. 

And He shall be your fear, 

And He shall be your dread. 

14 “Then He shall become a 
Rganctuary; 

But to both the houses of 
Israel, a stone to strike and 
a rock to stumble over, 

And a snare and a trap for 
the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. Is 4:6; 25:4; Eze 11:16 

15 “Many will stumble over them, 

Then they will fall and be 
broken; 

They will even be snared and 
caught.” 

16 Bind up the testimony, ®seal the 
law among my disciples. Da 12:4 
17 And I will wait for the Lorp 
who is hiding His face from the house 
ue weeny I will even look eagerly for 
Is 25:9; 30:18; Hab 2:3 

a8 RBehold, I and the children 
whom the Lorp has given me are for 
Rsigns and wonders in Israel from the 
Lorp of hosts, who ®dwells on Mount 
Zion. He 2:13 © Lk 2:34 ¢ Ps 9:11; Ze 8:3 
yw 19 When they say to you, “Con- 
sult the mediums and the spiri- 
tists who whisper and mutter,” should 
not a people R®consult their God? 
Should they ®consult the dead on be- 
half of the living? — ts 30:2: 45:11 1 Sa 28:8-11 
20 To the 8law and to the testi- 
mony! If they do not speak according 
to this word, it is because ®they have 
no dawn. Is 1:10; 8:16; Lk 16:29 ¢ Is 8:22; Mi 3:6 
21 They will pass through ‘the 
land ®hard-pressed and famished, and 
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it will turn out that when they are 
hungry, they will be enraged and 
curse their king and their God as they 
face upward. Lit it ¢ Is 9:20, 21 
22 Then they will look to the 
earth, and behold, distress and dark- 
ness, ‘the gloom of anguish; and they 
will be driven away into darkness. 


Birth and Reign of the Prince of 
Peace 
+ But there will be no more 
gloom for her who was in 
anguish; in earlier times He treated 
the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali with contempt, but later on 
He shall make it glorious, by the way 
of the sea, on the other side of 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 
2 The people who walk in 
darkness 
Will see a great light; 
Those who live in a dark land, 
The light will shine on them. 
Wa 3 ®You shall multiply the nation, 
You shall increase their 
gladness; 
They will be glad in Your 
presence 
As with the gladness of 
harvest, 
As ®men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil.ts 26:15 « 1Sa 30:16 
4 For You shall break the yoke 
of their burden and the staff 
on their shoulders, 
The rod of their oppressor, as 
at the battle of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the booted 
warrior in the battle tumult, 
And cloak rolled in blood, will 
be for burning, fuel for the 


fire. 

For a ®child will be born to us, 
a son will be given to us; 
And the government will rest 

on His shoulders; 

And His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 

Eternal Father, Prince of 

eace. Is 7:14; 11:1, 2; 53:2; Lk 2:11 
7 There will be no end to the 
increase of His government 
or of peace, 


x° 


Y% 8:19-20  ¥9:1-2-Ma 4:15-16 2% 9:3-4 
+9:6-7-Jo 7:42 


| 
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On the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, 

To establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and 
righteousness 

From then on and 
forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lorp of hosts 
will accomplish this. 1s 16:5 


God’s Anger with Israel’s 
Arrogance 


8 The Lord sends a ™message 
against Jacob, 
And it falls on Israel. Lit word 
9 And all the people know it, 
That is, Ephraim and the 
inhabitants of Samaria, 
Asserting in pride and in 
Rarrogance of heart: 1s. 46:12 
10 “The bricks have fallen 


own, 
But we will ®rebuild with 
smooth stones; 
The sycamores have been cut 


down, 
But we will replace them with 
ce d Mal 1:4 
11 Therefore the Lorp raises 
against them adversaries 
from Rezin 
And spurs their enemies on, 
12 The Arameans on the east and 
the Philistines on the west; 
And they 8devour Israel with 
gaping jaws. 
RIn spite of all this, His anger 
does not turn away 
And His hand is still stretched 
out. 2 Ch 28:18 ¢ Ps 79:7; Je 10:25 © Is 5:25 


13 Yet the people ®do not turn 
back to Him who struck 
them, 

Nor do they ®seek the Lorp of 
hosts. Je 5:3; Ho 7:10 ¢ Is 31:1; Ho 3:5 

14 Sothe Lorp cuts off Shead 
and tail from Israel, 

Both palm branch and bulrush 
in a single day. Is 19:15 

15 The head is ®the elder and 
honorable man, 

And the prophet who teaches 
falsehood is the tail. 1s3:2,3 

16 ®For those who guide this 
people are leading them 
astray; 

And those who are guided by 
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them are brought to 

confusion. Is 3:12; Ma 15:14; 23:16, 24 
17 Therefore the Lord does ®not 

take pleasure in their young 


men, 

RNor does He have pity on 
their orphans or their 
widows; 

For every one of them is 
godless and an evildoer, 

And every mouth is speaking 
foolishness. 

In spite of all this, His anger 
does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched 


OUt. Je 18:21; Am 4:10; 8:13 « Is 27:11 
18 Fru a Gennes burns like a 
ire; 


It consumes briars and thorns; 
It even sets the thickets of the 
forest aflame 
And they roll upward ina 
column of smoke. 
19 By the fury of the Lorp of 
hosts the land is burned 


up, 

And the people are like fuel 
for the fire; 

No man spares his brother. 

20 They slice off what is on the 

right hand but still are 
Rhungry, 

And they eat what is on the 
left hand but they are not 


satisfied; 
Each of them eats the "flesh of 
his own arm. 1s 8:21, 22 « Is 49:26 


21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, 

and Ephraim Manasseh, 

RAnd together they are 
against Judah. 

RIn spite of all this, His anger 
does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched 
out. 2. Ch 28:6, 8; Is 11:13 ¢ Is 5:25 


Assyria Is God’s Instrument 


Woe to those who enact evil 
statutes 

And to those who constantly 
record unjust decisions, 

2 So as ®to deprive the needy of 

justice 

And rob the poor of My 
people of theirrights, 

So 8that widows may be their 
spoil 
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And that they may plunder the 
orphans. Is 5:23.¢ Is 1:23; 3:14, 15 
3 Now &what will you do in the 
day of punishment, 
And in the devastation which 
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“By the power of my hand and 
by my wisdom I did this, 
For I have understanding; 
And I removed the 
boundaries of the peoples 


will come ®from afar? And plundered their 
To ateg: will you flee for ace aa i : 
elp: ike a mighty man 
And where will you leave your brought down their 
wealth? i Job 31:14 « Is 5:26 inhabitants, Hab 2:6-11 
4 Nothing remains but to crouch 14 And my hand reached to the 
among the ®captives riches of the peoples like a 
Or fall among the ®slain. nest, 
In spite of all this, His anger And as one gathers 
does not turn away abandoned eggs, I gathered 
And His hand is still stretched all the earth; 
out. Is 24:22 © Is 22:2; 34:3; 66:16 And there was not one that 
flapped its wing or opened 
5 Woe to Assyria, the 8rod of My its beak or chirped.” 
anger R ; 
And'the statin whose hands 15 Is the axe 19 boast set ove 
ny SA eM aN he ve5t20 Is the saw to exalt itself over 
6 I send it against a ®godless thaloritoutign wisi sare 
nation i : 
And commission it against the piicanet tmourabnaa ata 
leh TNR LIE org Or like a rod lifting him who is 
To pantie booty and to seize nobniod Se HER 
plunder, : 
16 Therefore the Lord, the Gop of 
Avid foi Framipte eM dow ‘ ; hosts, will send a wasting 
oe disease among his 8stout 
7 Yet it does not so intend, Martone 
CL as it plan so in its And under his Rglory a fire 
Bie rather it is its By pose to hapa os ae a 8:7; 10:18 
estroy , tee °7; 10: 
: 17 And the ®light of Israel will 
And to cut off many nations. : ; 
8 For it says, “Are not my peeone a fire and his ®Holy 
princes ‘all kings? it altogether *heditavill buvociend 
% ee ae palate Gal chemist, his thorns and his briars in 
Or ST Ra a single day. Is 30:33; 31:9 © Is 37:23 
10 “As my hand has reached to 18 Ane its leet eae AL glory 
eat teae of the Pe es Tt both soul 
; : and body, 
Rida d o VeeN tien toad he And it will be as when a sick 
Jerusalem and Samaria, man wastes away. Is 10:33, 34 
11 Shall I not do to Jerusalem Uy And ne ne a the trees of | 
E and her images y he OTs will be so small in 
ust as I have done to Samaria ; ; 
and Sher idols?” Lit ao thus «1s 2:8 Ang a child could write them 
12 So it will be that when the Lord own, Is 21:17 
has completed all His work on Mount 
Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, “I A Remnant Will Return 


will punish the fruit of the arrogant 
heart of the king of Assyria and the 
pomp of his haughtiness.” 

13 For he has said, 


20 Now in that day the 8remnant 
of Israel, and those of the house of 
Jacob who have escaped, will never 
again rely on the one who struck 


- destruction.” 
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them, but will truly rely on the Lorp, 
the Holy One of Israel: 1s 1:9: 11:11, 16: 46:3 
21 A®remnant will return, the 
remnant of Jacob, to the 
Rmighty God. Is 7:3 © Is 9:6 
22 For 8though your people, O 
Israel, may be like the sand 
of the sea, 

Only a remnant within them 
will return; 

A destruction is determined, 
overflowing with 
righteousness. Ro 9:27, 28 

23 For a complete destruction, one 
that is decreed, ®the Lord Gop of 
hosts will execute in the midst of the 
whole land. Is 28:22; Da 9:27: Ro 9:28 

24 Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop of hosts, “O My people who dwell 
in ®Zion, 8do not fear the Assyrian 
who strikes you with the rod and lifts 
up his staff against you, the way 
Egypt did. Ps 87:5, 6 # Is 7:4; 12:2: 37:6 

25 “For in a very ®little while My 
indignation against you will be spent 
and My anger will be directed to their 
Is 17:14; Hag 2:6 

26 The Lorp of hosts will arouse a 
scourge against him like the slaughter 
of Midian at the rock of Oreb; and His 
staff will be over the sea and He will 
lift it up the way He did in Egypt. 

27 So it will be in that day, that his 
Rburden will be removed from your 
shoulders and his yoke from your 
neck, and the yoke will be broken be- 
cause of fatness. Is 9:4; 14:25 

28 He has come against Aiath, 

He has passed through 
RMigron; 

At 8Michmash he deposited 
his baggage. 1Sa 14:21 Sa 13:2,5 

29 They have gone through ®the 

pass, saying, 
“RGeba will be our lodging 
place.” 

Ramah is terrified, and 
Gibeah of Saul has fled 
away. 1Sa 13:23 Jos 21:17; 1 Sa 13:16 

30 Cry aloud with your voice, O 

daughter of ®Gallim! 

Pay attention, Laishah and 
wretched Anathoth! 1sa25:44 

31 Madmenah has fled. 

The inhabitants of Gebim 
have sought refuge. 

32 Yet today he will halt at RNob; 

He shakes his fist at the 
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mountain of the daughter 
of Zion, the hill of 
Jerusalem. 1 Sa 21:1; 22:9 
33 Behold, the Lord, the Gop of 
hosts, will lop off the 
boughs with a terrible 
crash; 
Those also who are tall in 
stature will be cut down 
And those who are lofty will 
be abased. E 
34 He will cut down the thickets 
of the forest with an iron 


axe, 
And ®Lebanon will fall by the 
Mighty One. Is 2:13; 33:9; 37:24 


Righteous Reign of the Branch 
I l | Fess a ®shoot will spring 
from the stem of Jesse, 
And a branch from his roots 
will bear fruit. Is 4:2; 53:2 
The Spirit of the Lorp will 
rest on Him, 
The spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, 
The spirit of counsel and 
Rstrength, 
The spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LorD. 2711.7 
3 And He will delight in the fear 
of the Lorp, 
And He will not judge by what 
His eyes ®see, 
Nor make a decision by what 
His ears hear; Jo 2:25; 7:24 
4 But with righteousness He 
will judge the poor, 
And decide with fairness for 
the afflicted of the earth; 
And He will strike the earth 
with the rod of His mouth, 
And with the breath of His 
lips He will slay the wicked. 
5 Also ®righteousness will be 
the belt about His loins, 
And ®faithfulness the belt 
about His waist. Ep 6:14 « Is 25:1 


¥? 


And the 8wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, 

And the leopard will lie down 
with the young goat, 

And the calf and the young 


fr) 


¥11:1-Jo 1:45 ¥11:2-Lk 4:18 


a 
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lion Fand the fatling 
together; 
And a little boy will lead 
them Is 65:25 
7 Also the cow and the bear will 


graze 

Their young will lie down 
together, 

And the 8lion will eat straw 
like the ox. Is 65:25 

8 The nursing child will play by 

the hole of the cobra, 

And the weaned child will 
put his hand on the viper’s 


en. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
in all My holy mountain, 
For the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lorp 
As the waters cover the sea. 


10 Then in that day 
The ®nations will resort to the 
root of Jesse, 
Who will stand as a signal for 
the peoples; 
And His resting place will be 
glorious. Lk 2:32; Ac 11:18 


The Restored Remnant 
11 Then it will happen on that 
day that the Lord 

Will again recover the second 
time with His hand 

The 8remnant of His people, 
who will remain, 

From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, 
Cush, Elam, Shinar, 
Hamath, 

Ane from the islands of the 

Is 10:20-22; 37:4, 31, 32; 46:3 
12 pe te will lift up a standard 
for the nations 

And ®assemble the banished 
ones of Israel, 

And will gather the dispersed 
of Judah 

From the four corners of the 
earth. Is 11:10 © Is 56:8; Zep 3:10; Ze 10:6 

13. Then the jealousy of Ephraim 
will depart, 

And those who harass Judah 
will be cut off; 

Ephraim will not be jealous of 
Judah, 

And Judah will not harass 
Ephraim. 

14 They will swoop down on the 
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slopes of the Philistines on 
the west; 

Together they will ®plunder 
the sons of the east; 

They will possess Edom and 
Moab, ; 

And the sons of Ammon will 
be subject to them. Je 49:28 

15 And the Lorp will utterly 

destroy 

The tongue of the Sea of 
Egypt; 

And He will wave His hand 
over the River 

With His scorching wind; 

And He will strike it into 
seven streams 

And make men walk over dry- 
shod. Is 7:20; 8:7; Re 16:12 

16 And there will be a highway 

from Assyria 

For the remnant of His people 
who will be left, 

Just as there was for Israel 

In the day that they came up 
out of the land of Egypt. 


Thanksgiving Expressed 
Then you will say on that day, 
“RT will give thanks to You, O 
Lorp; 
For although You were angry 
with me, 
Your anger is turned away, 
And You comfort me. Ps 9:1; Is 25:1 
ve 2 “Behold, God is my salvation, 
I will 8trust and not be afraid; 
For the Lorp Gop is my 
strength and song, 
And He has become my 
Salvation.” Is 32:2; 45:17; 62:11 « Is 26:3 
3 Therefore you will joyously 
Rdraw water 
From the springs of 
salvation. Jo 4:10; 7:37, 38 
4 And in that day you will say, 
“RGive thanks to the Lorp, call 
on His name. 
Make known His deeds 
among the peoples; 
Make them remember that 
His name is exalted.” Ps 105:1 
5 Praise the Lorp in song, for 
He has done Texcellent 
things; 


11:6 Some versions read will feed together 
Y 2:2-3 
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Let this be known throughout 
the earth. Or gloriously 
6 Cry aloud and shout for joy, O 
inhabitant of Zion, 
For great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 


Prophecies about Babylon 
13s: e Soracle concerning Babylon 
which Isaiah the son of Amoz 
W. Is 14:28; 15:1 ¢ Is 1:1 
2 RLift up a standard on the 
FRpare hill, 
Raise your voice to them, 
Wave the hand that they may 
enter the doors of the 
nobles. Is 5:26: Je 50:2 © Je 51:25 
3 Ihave commanded My 
consecrated ones, 
I have even called My mighty 
warriors, 
My proudly exulting ones, 
To execute My anger. Joel 3:11 
4 A sound of tumult on the 
mountains, 
Like that of many people! 
A sound of the uproar of 
kingdoms, 
Of nations gathered together! 
The Lorp of hosts is 
mustering the army for 
battle. Is 5:30; 17:12; Joel 3:14 
5 They are coming from a far 
country, 
From the farthest horizons, 
The Lorp and His instruments 
of indignation, 
To destroy the whole land. 


Judgment on the Day of the Lorp 


6 Wail, for the day of the Lorp 
is near! 
It will come as destruction 
from the Almighty. 
7 Therefore Rall hands will fall 
limp, 
And every man’s ®heart will 
melt. Eze 7:17 « Is 19:1; Eze 21:7; Na 2:10 
8 They will be terrified, 
Pains and anguish will take 
hold of them; 
They will writhe like a woman 
in labor, 
They will look at one another 
in astonishment, 
Their faces aflame. 
9 Behold, ®the day of the Lorp 
is coming, 
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Cruel, with fury and burning 
anger, 
To make the land a desolation; 
And He will exterminate its 
sinners from it. Is 13:6 
10 For the stars of heaven and 
their constellations 
Will not flash forth their light; 
The sun will be dark when it 
rises 
el tay moon will not shed its 
i 
11 Thus I will 3punish the world 
for its evil 
And the wicked for their 
iniquity; 
I will also put an end to the 
arrogance of the proud 
And abase the ®haughtiness of 
the ruthless. Is 26:21 © Je 48:29 
12 J will make mortal man 
scarcer than pure gold 
And mankind than the ®gold 
of Ophir. 1 Ki 9:28; Job 28:16; Ps 45:9 
13. Therefore I will make the 
Rheavens tremble, 
And the earth will be shaken 
from its place 
At the fury of the Lorpb of 
hosts 
In ®the day of His burning 
anger. Is 34:4; 51:6 ¢ La 1:12 
14 And it will be that like a 
hunted gazelle, 
Or like sheep with none to 
gather them, 
They will each turn to his own 
people, 
And each one flee to his own 
land. 
15 Anyone who is found will be 
thrust through, 
And anyone who is captured 
will fall by the sword. 
16 Their little ones also will be 
dashed to pieces 
Before their eyes; 
Their houses will be 
plundered 
And their wives ravished. 


Babylon Will Fall to the Medes 
17 Behold, 1am going to stir up 
the Medes against them, 
Who will not value silver or 
take pleasure in gold. 


13:2 Or wind-swept mountain 
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18 And their bows will mow 

down the 8young men, 

They will not even have — 
compassion on the fruit of 


the womb, 
Nor will their eye pity 
ildren. 2 Ki 8:12; 2 Ch 36:17 


19 And Babylon, the beauty of 
kingdoms, the glory of the 
Chaldeans’ pride, 


Will be as when God 
overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Is 21:9; 48:14 


20 It will never be inhabited or 
lived in from generation to 
generation; 

Nor will the Arab pitch his 
tent there, 

Nor will shepherds make their 
flocks lie down there. 2 ch 17:11 

21 But desert creatures will lie 
down there, 

And their houses will be full 
of owls; 

Ostriches also will live there, 
and ‘shaggy goats will 
frolic there. Or goat demons 

22 Hyenas will howl in their 
fortified towers 

And jackals in their luxurious 
Rpalaces. 

Her fateful time also will soon 


come 
And her days will not be 
prolonged. Is 25:2; 32:14; 34:13 


Israel’s Taunt 

] When the Lorp will Shave com- 
passion on Jacob and again 
choose Israel, and settle them in their 
own land, then strangers will join 
them and attach themselves to the 
house of Jacob. _ Ps 102:13; Is 49:13, 15; 54:7, 8 
2 The peoples will take them 
along and bring them to their place, 
and the ®house of Israel will possess 
them as an inheritance in the land of 
the Lorp as male servants and female 
servants; and they will take their cap- 
tors captive and will rule over their 
Oppressors. Is 45:14; 49:23; 54:3 
3 And it will be in the day when 
the Lorp gives you rest from your 
pain and turmoil and harsh service in 

which you have been enslaved, 
4 that you will take up this taunt 
against the king of Babylon, and say, 


“How the oppressor has 
ceased, 

And how fury has ceased! 

5 “The Lorp has broken the staff 
of the wicked, 

The scepter of rulers 

6 RWhich used to strike the 
peoples in fury with 
unceasing strokes, 

Which ‘subdued the nations 
in anger with unrestrained 
persecution. Is 10:14; 47:6 « Or ruled 

7 “The whole earth is at rest and 
is quiet; 

pat eae forth into shouts 
O Ps 47:1-3; 98:1-9; 126:1-3 

8 feet the Rcypress trees rejoice 
over you, and the cedars of 
Lebanon, saying, 

‘Since you were laid low, no 
tree cutter comes up 
against us,’ Is 55:12; Eze 31:16 

9 “Sheol from beneath is excited 
over you to meet you when 
you come; 

It arouses for you the spirits of 
the dead, all the leaders of 
the earth; 

It raises all the kings of the 
nations from their thrones. 

10 “They will all respond and say 
to you, 

‘Even you have been made 
weak as we, 

You have become like us. 

11 ‘Your pomp and the music of 
your harps 

Have been brought down to 
Sheol; 

Maggots are spread out as 
your bed beneath you 

And worms are your 
covering,’ $ 5:14 

12 “How you have &fallen fort 
heaven, 

O star of the morning, son of 
the dawn! 

You have been cut down to the 
earth, 

You who have weakened the 
Nations! Is 34:4; Lk 10:18; Re 8:10; 9:1 

13 “But you said in your heart, 

‘I will ascend to heaven; 

I will raise my throne above 
the stars of God, 

And I will sit on the mount of 
assembly 

In the recesses of the north. 


14 ‘I will ascend above the heights 
_ of the clouds; 
RT will make myself like the 
Most High.’ Is 47:8; 2 Th 2:4 
15 “Nevertheless you will be 
thrust down to Sheol, 
To the recesses of the pit. 
16 “Those who see you will gaze 
at you, 
They will ponder over you, 
saying, 
‘Is this the man who made the 
earth tremble, 
Who shook kingdoms, 
17 Who made the world like a 
Rwilderness 
And overthrew its cities, 
Who did not allow his 
prisoners to go home?’ Joel 2:3 
18 “All the kings of the nations lie 
in glory, 
Each in his own ‘tomb. Lit house 

19 “But you have been cast out of 

your tomb 

Like a rejected branch, 

Clothed with the slain who are 
pierced with a sword, 

Who go down to the stones of 
the pit 

Like a §trampled corpse. 1s5:25 

20 “You will not be united with 

them in burial, 

Because you have ruined your 
country, 

You have slain your 
people. 

May the offspring of 
evildoers not be mentioned 
forever. 

21 “Prepare for his sons a place of 

slaughter 

Because of the iniquity of 
their fathers. 

They must not arise and 
take possession of the 
earth 

And fill the face of the world 
with cities.” 

22 “I will rise up against them,” 
declares the Lorp of hosts, “and will 
cut off from Babylon ®name and sur- 
vivors, offspring and posterity,” de- 
clares the Lorb. Pr 10:7 ¢ Job 18:19; Is 47:9 

23 “I will also make it a posses- 
sion for the hedgehog and swamps 
of water, and I will sweep it with the 
broom of destruction,” declares the 
Lorp of hosts. Is 34:11; Zep 2:14 


ee 
767 ISAIAH 15:1 


Judgment on Assyria 

4 The Lorp of hosts has sworn 
saying, “Surely, just as I have in- 
tended so it has happened, and just as 
I have planned so it will stand, 

25 to break Assyria in My land, 
and I will trample him on My moun- 
tains. Then his yoke will be removed 
from them and his burden removed 
from their shoulder. Is 10:12; 30:31; 31:8 

26 “This is the 8plan devised 
against the whole earth; and this is 
the 8hand that is stretched out against 
all the nations. Is 23:9; Zep 3:6, 8 © Ex 15:12 

27 “For the Lorp of hosts has 
planned, and who can frustrate it? 
And as for His stretched-out hand, 
who can turn it back?” 

28 In the ®year that King Ahaz 
died this oracle came: 2 Ki 16:20; 2 Ch 28:27 


Judgment on Philistia 
29 “Do not rejoice, O Philistia, all 
of you, 
Because the rod that ®struck 
you is broken; 
For from the serpent’s root a 
Rviper will come out, 
And its fruit will be a ®flying 
serpent. 20h 26:6¢ Is 11:8 ¢ Is 30:6 
30 “Those who are most ®helpless 
will eat, 
And the needy will lie down in 
security; 
I will destroy your root with 


famine, 
And it will kill off your 
survivors. 1s}331 4591531721, 22; 11:4 
31 “Wail, O ®gate; cry, O city; 
Melt away, O ®Philistia, all of 
you, 
For smoke comes from the 
north, 
And there is no straggler in 
his ranks. Is 3:26; 24:12; 45:2 « Is 14:29 
32 “How then will one answer the 
messengers of the nation? 
That ®the Lorp has founded 


ion, 
And the afflicted of His | 
people will seek refuge in 
it.” Ps 87:1, 5; 102:16; Is 28:16; 44:28; 54:11 


Judgmenton Moab 
] 5 The oracle concerning Moab. 


Surely in a night Ar of Moab 
is devastated and ruined; 


ee 
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Surely in a night Kir of Prophecy of Moab’s Devastation 
Moab is devastated and l Send the tribute lamb to the 
ruined. ruler of the land, 


They have gone up to the 
Ttemple and to Dibon, 
even to the high places to 
Weep. 

Moab wails over Nebo and 
Medeba; 

Everyone’s head is bald and 
every beard is cut off. Lit house 

In their streets they have 
girded themselves with 
Rsackcloth; 

On their housetops and in 
their squares 

Everyone is wailing, dissolved 
in tears. Jon 3:6-8 

Heshbon and Elealeh also cry 


out, 

Their voice is heard all the 
way to Jahaz; 

Therefore the armed men of 
Moab cry aloud; 

His soul trembles within 
him. 

My heart cries out for Moab; 

His fugitives are as far as 
Zoar and Eglath- 
shelishiyah, 

For they go up the ascent of 
Luhith weeping; 

Surely on the road to 
Horonaim they raise a cry 
of distress over their ruin. 

For the waters of Nimrim are 
desolate. 

Surely the grass is withered, 
the tender grass died out, 

There is no green thing. 

Therefore the abundance 
which they have acquired 
and stored up 

They carry off over the brook 
of Arabim. Is 30:6; Je 48:36 

For the cry of distress has 
gone around the territory of 
Moab, 

Its wail goes as far as Eglaim 
and its wailing even to Beer- 
elim. 

For the waters of Dimon are 
full of blood; 

Surely I will bring added woes 
upon Dimon, 

A lion upon the fugitives of 
Moab and upon the 
remnant of the land. 


From Sela by way of the 
wilderness to the 
Rmountain of the 
daughter of Zion. Is 10:32 

2 Then, like ®fleeing birds or 
scattered nestlings, 

The daughters of Moab will 
be at the fords of the 
Arnon. Pr 27:8 © Je 48:20, 46 

3 “Give us advice, make a 
decision; 

Cast your ®shadow like night 
at high noon; 

Hide the outcasts, do not 
betray the fugitive. Is 25:4; 32:2 

4 “Let the outcasts of Moab stay 
with you; 

Be a hiding place to them 
from the destroyer.” 

For the extortioner has come 
to an end, destruction has 
ceased, 

Oppressors have completely 
disappeared from the land. 

5 A throne will even be 
established in 
lovingkindness, 

And a judge will sit on it in 
faithfulness in the tent of 
RDavid; 

Moreover, he will seek justice 

And be prompt in 
righteousness. Is 9:7 


6 We have heard of the pride of 
Moab, an excessive pride; 

Even of his arrogance, pride, 
and fury; 

His idle boasts are false. 

7 Therefore Moab will wail; 
everyone of Moab will wail. 

You will moan for the "raisin 
cakes of ®Kir-hareseth 

As those who are utterly 
Stricken. 1 Ch 16:3 « 2 Ki 3:25; Je 48:31 

8 For the fields of SHeshbon 
have withered, the vines of 
RSibmah as well; 

The lords of the nations have 
trampled down its choice 
clusters 

Which reached as far as Jazer 
and wandered to the 
deserts; 

Its tendrils spread themselves 


769 


out and passed over the 
sea. Ts 15:4 © Nu 32:38 
9 Therefore I will weep bitterly 
for Jazer, for the vine of 
Sibmah; 

I will drench you with my 
tears, O 3Heshbon and 
Elealeh; 

For the shouting over your 
summer fruits and your 
harvest has fallen away. Is 15:4 

10 8Gladness and joy are taken 
away from the fruitful field; 

In the vineyards also there 
will be no cries of joy or 
jubilant shouting, 

No treader treads out wine in 
the presses, 

For I have made the shouting 
to cease. Is 24:8; Je 48:33 

11. Therefore my theart intones 
like a harp for Moab 

And my inward feelings for 
Kir-hareseth. Lit entrails murmur 

12 So it will come about when 
Moab presents himself, 

When he wearies himself 
upon his ®high place 

And comes to his sanctuary to 


pray, 

That he will not prevail. 1s 15:2 
13 This is the word which the 
Lorp spoke earlier concerning Moab. 
14 But now the Lorp speaks, say- 
ing, “Within three years, as a hired 
man would count them, the glory of 
Moab will be degraded along with all 
his great population, and his remnant 

will be very small and impotent.” 


Prophecy about Damascus 
l The ®oracle concerning 
Damascus. 
“Behold, Damascus is about to 
be removed from being a 


city 
And will become a ®fallen 
ruin. Is 13:1 © Is 25:2; Je 49:2; Mi 1:6 
2 “The cities of SAroer are 
forsaken; 
They will be for flocks to lie 
down in, 
And there will be 8no one to 
frighten them. Nu 32:34 « Mi 4:4 
3 “The fortified city will 
disappear from Ephraim, 
And sovereignty from 
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And the remnant of Aram; 

They will be like the glory of 
the sons of Israel,” 

Declares the Lorp of hosts. 


Now in that day the glory of 
Jacob will fade, 

And &the fatness of his flesh 
will become lean. Is 10:3 « Is 10:16 

It will be even like the reaper 
gathering the standing 
grain, 

As his arm harvests the ears, 

Or it will be like one gleaning 
ears of grain 

In the valley of Rephaim. 

Yet ®gleanings will be left in it 
like the shaking of an olive 
tree, 

Two or three olives on the 
topmost bough, 

Four or five on the branches of 
a fruitful tree, 

Declares the Lorp, the God of 
Israel. De 4:27; Is 24:13: 27:12; Ob 5 

In that day man will have 
regard for his Maker 

And his eyes will look to the 
Holy One of Israel. 

He will not have regard for the 
Raltars, the work of his 


hands, 

Nor will he look to that which 
his fingers have made, 

Even the FAsherim and 
incense stands. 2h 34:7; Is 27:9 

In that day ‘their strong cities 
will be like forsaken places 
in the forest, 

Or like branches which they 
abandoned before the sons 


of Israel; 
And 'the land will be a 
desolation. Ie. man’s ¢ Lit it 


For you have forgotten the 
God of your salvation 

And have not remembered the 
rock of your refuge. 

Therefore you plant delightful 


plants 
And set them with vine slips 
of a strange god. Is 51:13 


In the day that you plant it 
you carefully fence it in, 

And in the morning you 
bring your seed to blossom; 


Damascus 17:8 I.e. wooden symbols of a female deity 
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But the harvest will be a heap 
In a day of sickliness and 
incurable pain. 


12 Alas, the uproar of many 


Ps 90:6 


peoples 
Who roar like the roaring of 


the seas, 
And the rumbling of nations 
Who rush on like the 
Rrumbling of mighty 
waters! Ps 18:4 


13 The nations rumble on like 
the fea of many 
water 

But He will Rrebuke them and 
they will flee far away, 

And be chased like chaff in 
the mountains before the 
wind, 

Or like whirling dust before a 
gale. Is 33:3 © Ps 9:5; Is 41:11 

14 At evening time, behold, there 
is terror! 

Before morning ®they are no 
more. 

Such will be the portion of 
those who plunder us 

And the lot of those who 


pillage us. 2 Ki 19:35; Is 41:12 
Message to Ethiopia 
l Alas, oh land of whirring 
wings 
Which lies beyond the rivers 
of 'Cush, 
2 Which sends envoys by the 


sea, 

Even in papyrus vessels on 
the surface of the waters. 

Go, swift messengers, to a 
nation tall and smooth, 

To a people feared far and 
wide, 

A powerful and oppressive 
nation 

Whose land the rivers divide. 

3 All you inhabitants of the 
world and dwellers on 
earth, 

As soon as a Standard is 
raised on the mountains, 
Ryou will see it, 

And as soon as the trumpet is 
blown, you will hear it. ts 26:11 

4 For thus the Lorp has told me, 
“T will look from My dwelling 
place quietly 
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Like dazzling heat in the 
sunshine, 

Like a cloud of dew in the 
heat of harvest.” Is 26:21; Ho 5:15 

5 For before the harvest, as soon 
as the bud blossoms 

And the flower becomes a 
ripening grape, 

Then He will cut off the sprigs 
with pruning knives 

And remove and cut away the 
spreading branches. 

6 They will be left together for 
mountain birds of prey, 

And for the beasts of the 
earth; 

And the birds of prey will 
spend the summer feeding 
on them, 

And all the beasts of the earth 
will spend harvest time on 
them. 

7 At that time a gift of homage 
will be brought to the Lorp 
of hosts 

From a people tall and 
smooth, 

Even from a people feared far 
and wide, 

A powerful and oppressive 
nation, 

Whose land the rivers 
divide— 

To the ®place of the name of 
the Lorp of hosts, even 
Mount Zion. Ze 14:16, 17 


Message to Egypt 

The 8oracle concerning Egypt. 

Behold, the Lorp is riding on 
a swift cloud and is about 
to come to Egypt; 

The idols of Egypt will 
tremble at His presence, 

And the heart of the 
Egyptians will melt within 
them. Is 13:1 © Joel 3:19 

2 “So I will incite Egyptians 
against Egyptians; 

And they will each fight 
against his brother and 
each against his neighbor, 

City against city and kingdom 
against kingdom. 

3 “Then the spirit of the 
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Egyptians will be 
demoralized within them; 

And I will confound their 
strategy. 

So that ‘they will resort to 
idols and ghosts of the dead 

And to mediums and 
spiritistS. 1 Ch 10:13; Is 8:19; Da 2:2 

4 “Moreover, I will deliver the 

Egyptians into the hand of 
a cruel master, 

And a ‘mighty king will rule 
over them,” declares the 
Lord Gop of hosts. Or fierce 


5 The waters from the sea will 


ry up, | 
And the river will be parched 
and dry. _1s 50:2; Je 51:36; Eze 30:12 
6 The canals will emit a stench, 
The ®streams of Egypt will 
thin out and dry up; 
RThe reeds and rushes will rot 
away. Is 37:25 « Ex 2:3; Job 8:11; Is 15:6 
7 The bulrushes by the Nile, by 
the edge of the Nile 
And all the sown fields by the 


Nile 
Will become dry, be driven 
away, and be no more. 

8 And the fishermen will 
lament, 

And all those who cast a line 
into the Nile will mourn, 
And those who spread nets on 
the waters will pine away. 

9 Moreover, the manufacturers 
of linen made from combed 
flax 

And the weavers of white 
Rcloth will be utterly 
dejected. Pr 7:16; Eze 27:7 

10 And the 8pillars of Egypt will 
be crushed; 

All the hired laborers will be 
grieved in soul. Ps 11:3 


11 The princes of ’Zoan are mere 
fools; 

The advice of Pharaoh’s 
wisest advisers has become 
stupid. 

How can you men Say to 
Pharaoh, 

“Tam a son of the wise, a son 
of ancient kings”? Or Tanis 
12 Well then, where are your 
wise men? 
Please let them tell you, 
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And let them understand what 
the Lorp of hosts 

Has purposed against Egypt. 

The princes of Zoan have 
acted foolishly, 

The princes of Memphis are 
deluded; 

Those who are the 
Rcornerstone of her tribes 
Have led Egypt astray. —_ze 10:4 

The Lorp has mixed within 
her a spirit of 8distortion; 
They have led Egypt astray in 

all that it does, 
As a drunken man staggers in 
his vomit. Pr 12:8; Ma 17:17 
There will be no work for 
Egypt 
RWhich its head or tail, its 
palm branch or bulrush, 
may do. Is 9:14, 15 
16 In that day the Egyptians will 
become like women, and they will 
tremble and be in ®dread because of 
the waving of the hand of the Lorp 
of hosts, which He is going to wave 
over them. 2 Co 5:11; He 10:31 © Is 11:15 
17 The land of Judah will become 
a ‘terror to Egypt; everyone to whom it 
is mentioned will be in dread of it, be- 
cause of the purpose of the Lorp of 
hosts which He is purposing against 
them. Or cause of shame ¢ Is 14:24; Da 4:35 
18 In that day five cities in the 
land of Egypt will be speaking the 
language of Canaan and ®swearing 
allegiance to the Lorp of hosts; one 
will be called the City of "Destruc- 
tion. Is 45:23; 65:16 
19 In that day there will be an al- 
tar to the Lorp in the midst of the 
land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lorp 
near its border. Is 56:7; 60:7 
20 It will become a sign and a wit- 
ness to the Lorp of hosts in the land 
of Egypt; for they will cry to the Lorp 
because of oppressors, and He will 
send them a Savior and a }Champion, 
and He will deliver them. Is 49:25 
21 Thus the Lorp will make Him- 
self known to Egypt, and the Egyp- 
tians will know the Lorp in that day. 
They will even worship with sacrifice 
and offering, and will make a vow to 
the Lorp and perform it. 
22 The Lorp will strike Egypt, 
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striking but healing; so they will re- 
turn to the Lorp, and He will respond 
to them and will heal them. 

23 In that day there will be a 
Rhighway from Egypt to Assyria, and 
the Assyrians will come into Egypt 
and the Egyptians into Assyria, and 
the Egyptians will }worship with the 
Assyrians. Is 11:16; 35:8; 49:11; 62:10 ¢ Is 27:13 

24 In that day Israel will be the 
third party with Egypt and Assyria, a 
blessing in the midst of the earth, 

25 whom the Lorp of hosts has 
blessed, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My 
people, and Assyria the work of My 
hands, and Israel My inheritance.” 


Prophecy about Egypt and 

Ethiopia 

2 In the year that the Scomman- 
der came to Ashdod, when Sar- 

gon the king of Assyria sent him and 

he fought against Ashdod and cap- 

tured it, 2 Ki 18:17° 1 Sa 5:1 

2 at that time the Lorp spoke 
through Isaiah the son of Amoz, say- 
ing, “Go and loosen the ®sackcloth 
from your hips and take your shoes 
off your feet.” And he did so, going 
naked and barefoot. Ze 13:4; Ma 3:4 

3 And the Lorp said, “Even as 
My servant Isaiah has gone naked 
and barefoot three years as a sign and 
token against Egypt and Cush, 

4 so the ®king of Assyria will 
lead away the captives of Egypt and 
the exiles of Cush, young and old, 
naked and barefoot with buttocks un- 
covered, to the shame of Egypt. 1s 19:4 

5 “Then they will be dismayed 
and ashamed because of Cush their 
hope and Egypt their boast. 

6 “So the inhabitants of this 
coastland will say in that day, ‘Behold, 
such is our hope, where we fled ®for 
help to be delivered from the king of 
Assyria; and we, how shall we es- 
cape?’” Is 10:3; 30:7; 31:3; Je 30:1, 7, 15-17; 31:1-3 


God Commands That Babylon Be 
Taken 
2 The oracle concerning the 
Fwilderness of the sea. 
As windstorms in the Negev 
sweep on, 
It comes from the wilderness, 
from a terrifying land. 1s 13:1 
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2 Aharsh vision has been 
shown to me; 

The treacherous one still deals 
treacherously, and the 
destroyer still destroys. | 

Go up, Elam, lay siege, Media; 

I have made an end of all the 
groaning she has caused. 

3 For this reason my loins are 
full of anguish; 

Pains have seized me like the 
pains of a }woman in labor. 

I am so bewildered I cannot 
hear, so terrified I cannot 
see. Ps 48:6; Is 13:8; 26:17; 1 Th 5:3 

4 My mind reels, horror 
overwhelms me; 

The twilight I longed for has 
been 8turned for me into 
trembling. De 28:67 

5 They 8set the table, they 
Fspread out the cloth, they 
eat, they drink; 

“Rise up, captains, oil the 
shields,” Je 51:39, 57; Da 5:1-4 
6 For thus the Lord says to me, 
“Go, station the lookout, let 
him report what he sees. 

7 “When he sees £riders, 
horsemen in pairs, 

A train of donkeys, a train of 
camels, 

Let him pay close attention, 
very close attention.” 1521.9 

8 Then the lookout called, 

“RO Lord, I stand continually 
by day on the watchtower, 

And I am stationed every night 
at my guard post. Hab 2:1 

9 “Now behold, here comes a 
troop of riders, horsemen in 
pairs.” 

And one said, “Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon; 

And all the images of her 
gods are shattered on the 
ground.” Is 46:1; Je 50:2; 51:44 

10 O my ®threshed people, and 
my afflicted of the 
threshing floor! 

What I have heard from the 
Lorp of hosts, 

The God of Israel, I make 
known to you. Je 51:33: Mi 4:13 


21:1 Or sandy wastes, sea country 21:5 Or spread 
out the rugs or possibly they arranged the seating 
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Oracles about Edom and Arabia 
11 The oracle concerning "Edom. 
One keeps calling to me from 
eir, 
Pie tetas Fhow far gone is 
the night? 
Watchman, how far gone is 
the night?” Ge 25:14 © Ge 32:3 
12 The watchman says, 
“Morning comes but also night. 
If you would inquire, inquire; 
Come back again.” 


13 The oracle about Arabia. 
In the thickets of Arabia you 
must spend the night, 
O caravans of Dedanites. 
14 Bring water for the thirsty, 
O inhabitants of the land of 
Tema, 
Meet the fugitive with bread. 
15 For they have fled from the 
swords, 
From the drawn sword, and 
from the bent bow 
And from the press of battle. 
16 For thus the Lord said to me, 
“In a Ryear, as ‘a hired man would 
count it, all the splendor of Kedar will 
terminate; Is 16:14 ¢ Lit the years of a hireling 
17 and the remainder of the num- 
ber of bowmen, the mighty men of the 
sons of Kedar, will be few; for the 
Lorp God of Israel has spoken.” 


The Valley of Vision 
2 The oracle concerning the val- 
ley of vision. 
What is the matter with you 
now, that you have all gone 
up to the Shousetops? 1s 15:3 
2 You who were full of noise, 
You boisterous town, you 
exultant city; 
Your slain were not slain with 
the sword, 
Nor did they die in battle. 
3 RAll your rulers have fled 
together, 
And have been captured 
Twithout the bow; 
All of you who were found 
were taken captive together, 
Though they had fled far 
away. Is 21:15 Lit from a bow 
4 Therefore I say, “Turn your 
eyes away from me, 
Let me weep bitterly, 


10 


11 


12 


13 
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Do not try to comfort me 
concerning the destruction 
of the daughter of my 

people.” Is 15:3; Je 9:1; Lk 19:41 

For the Lord Gop of hosts 
has a ®day of panic, 
subjugation and confusion 

In the valley of vision, 

A breaking down of walls 

And a crying to the 
mountain. La 1:5; 2:2 ¢ Is 37:3 

RElam took up the quiver 

With the chariots, Tinfantry 
and horsemen; 

And Kir uncovered the 
shield. Is 21:2; Je 49:35 ¢ Lit man 

Then your choicest valleys 
were full of chariots, 

And the horsemen took up 
fixed positions at the gate. 

And He removed the defense 
of Judah. 

In that day you depended on 
the weapons of the house 
of the forest, 1 Ki 7:2; 10:17 

And you saw that the 
breaches 

In the wall of the city of David 
were many; 

And you collected the waters 
of the lower pool. 

Then you counted the houses 
of Jerusalem 

And tore down houses to 
fortify the wall. 

And you made a reservoir 
between the two walls 

For the waters of the old 
pool. 

But you did not depend on 
Him who made it, 

Nor did you "take into 
consideration Him who 
planned it long ago. Lit see...Him 


Therefore in that day the Lord 
Gop of hosts called you to 
weeping, to wailing, 

To ®shaving the head and to 
wearing sackcloth. Mi 1:16 

Instead, there is gaiety and 
gladness, 

Killing of cattle and 
slaughtering of sheep, 

Eating of meat and drinking 
of wine: 


21:11 Lit what is the time of the night? 
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“Let us eat and drink, for 

tomorrow we may die.” 
14 But the Lorp of hosts revealed 

Himself to me, 

“Surely this iniquity shall not 
be forgiven you 

Until you die,” says the Lord 

Gop of hosts. 1Sa3:14; Eze 24:13 


15 Thus says the Lord Gop of 
hosts, 
“Come, go to this steward, 
To Shebna, who is in charge of 
the royal household, 
16 ‘What right do you have here, 
And whom do you have here, 
That you have hewn a tomb 
for yourself here, 

You who hew a tomb on the 
height, 

You who carve a resting place 
for yourself in the rock? 

17 ‘Behold, the Lorp is about to 

hurl you headlong, O man. 
And He is about to grasp you 
firmly 
18 And roll you tightly like a ball, 
To be §cast into a vast 
country; 

There you will die 

And there your splendid 
chariots will be, 

You shame of your master’s 
house,’ Job 18:18; Is 17:13 

19 “I will depose you from your 

office, 

And I will pull you down from 
your station. 

20 “Then it will come about in that 


day, 

That I will summon My 
servant REliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, 2 Ki 18:18; Is 36:3, 22; 37:2 

21 And Iwill clothe him with 
your tunic 

And tie your sash securely 
about him. 

I will entrust him with your 
Tauthority, 

And he will become a ®father 
to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and to the house 
of Judah... Lit rule + Ge 45:8; Job 29:16 

22 “Then I will set 8the key of the 
Rhouse of David on his 
shoulder, 

When he opens no one will 
shut, 
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When he shuts no one will 
Ropen. Re 3:7 # Is 7:2, 13 ¢ Job 12:14 
23 “I will drive him like a peg ina 
firm place, 
And he will become a ®throne 
of glory to his father’s 
house. Ez 9:8; Ze 10:4 + 1 Sa 2:8; Job 36:7 

24 “So they will hang on him all 
the glory of his father’s house, off- 
spring and issue, all the least of ves- 
sels, from bowls to all the jars. 

25 “In that day,” declares the Lorp 
of hosts, “the ®peg driven in a firm 
place will give way; it will even Sbreak 
off and fall, and the load hanging on it 
will be cut off, for the 3Lorpb has spo- 
ken.” Is 22:23 © Es 9:24, 25 © Is 46:11; Mi 4:4 


The Fall of Tyre 
2 The oracle concerning Tyre. 

Wail, O ®ships of Tarshish, 

For Tyre is destroyed, without 
house or ®harbor; 

It is reported to them from the 
land of Cyprus. 1s 2:16 « Is 24:10 

2 Be silent, you inhabitants of 
the coastland, 

You merchants of Sidon; 

Your messengers crossed the 
sea Is 47:5 

3 And were on many waters. 

RThe grain of the Nile, the 
harvest of the River was her 
revenue; 

And she was the ®market of 
nations. Is 19:7-9 © Eze 27:3-23 

4 Be ashamed, O Sidon; 

For the sea speaks, the 
stronghold of the sea, 
saying, 

“T have neither travailed nor 
given birth, 

I have neither brought up 
young men nor reared 
virgins.” 

5 When the report reaches 
Egypt, 

They will be in anguish at the 
report of Tyre. 

6 Pass over to ®Tarshish; 

Wail, O inhabitants of the 
coastland. 

7 Is this your jubilant city, 

Whose origin is from 
antiquity, 

Whose feet used to carry her 
to colonize distant places? 


Is 23:1 
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8 Who has planned this against 
Tyre, the bestower of 
crowns, 

Whose merchants were 
princes, whose traders were 
the honored of the earth? 

9 The Lorp of hosts has 
planned it, to defile the 
pride of all beauty, 

To despise all the Shonored of 
the earth. 15 2:11; 13:11 « Is 5:13; 9:15 

10° Overflow your land like the 
Nile, O daughter of 
Tarshish, 

There is no more restraint. 

11 He has ®stretched His hand 
out over the sea, 

He has made the kingdoms 
tremble; 

The Lorp has given a 
command concerning 
Canaan to demolish its 
strongholds. Ex 14:21; Is 14:26 


12 He has said, “®You shall exult 
no more, O crushed virgin 
daughter of Sidon. 

Arise, pass over to ®Cyprus; 

even there you will find no 
rest.” —_ Eze 26:13, 14; Re 18:22 « Is 23:1 
13 Behold, the land of the 
Chaldeans—this is the people which 
was not; RAssyria appointed it for 
Rdesert creatures—they erected their 
siege towers, they stripped its palaces, 
they made it a ruin. Is 10:5 ¢ Is 13:21; 18:6 

14 Wail, O 8ships of Tarshish, 

For your stronghold is 
destroyed. Is 2:16; Eze 27:25, 26 
15 Now in that day Tyre will be 
forgotten for ®seventy years like the 
days of one king. At the end of sev- 
enty years it will happen to Tyre as in 


the song of the harlot: Je 25:11, 22 
16 Take your harp, walk about 
the city, 
O forgotten harlot; 


Pluck the strings skillfully, 
sing many songs, 

That you may be remembered. 
17 It will come about at 8the end 
of seventy years that the Lorp will 
visit Tyre. Then she will go back to 
her harlot’s wages and will ®play the 
harlot with all the kingdoms on the 
face of the earth. 1s 23:15 « Eze 16:25-29; Na 3:4 
18 Her gain and her harlot’s 
wages will be set apart to the Lorp; it 


ISAIAH 24:13 


will not be stored up or hoarded, but 
her gain will become sufficient food 
and choice attire for those who dwell 
in the presence of the Lorp. 


Judgment on the Earth 

2 eee the Lorp lays the earth 
waste, devastates it, distorts its 

surface and scatters its inhabitants. 

_ 2 And the people will be like the 
priest, the servant like his master, the 
maid like her mistress, the buyer like 
the seller, the lender like the bor- 
rower, the creditor like the debtor. 

3 The earth will be completely 
laid waste and completely despoiled, 
for the Lorp has spoken this word. 

4 The earth mourns and with- 
ers, the world fades and withers, the 
Rexalted of the people of the earth 
fade away. Is 33:9 © Is 2:12; 24:21 

5 The earth is also polluted by 
its inhabitants, for they transgressed 
laws, violated statutes, broke the 
everlasting covenant. Lit under e Is 33:8 

6 Therefore, a ®curse devours the 
earth, and those who live in it are held 
guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of 
the earth are burned, and few men are 
left. Jos 23:15; Is 34:5; 43:28; Ze 5:3, 4 

7 The new wine mourns, 

The vine decays, 
All the merry-hearted sigh. 

8 The gaiety of tambourines 

ceases, 
The noise of revelers stops, 
The gaiety of the harp ceases. 
9 They do not drink wine with 


song; 
RStrong drink is bitter to those 
who drink it. Is 5:11, 22 
10 The 8city of chaos is broken 
down; 
Every house is shut up so that 
none may enter. Is 34:11 
11 There is an 8outcry in the 
streets concerning the wine; 
All joy turns to gloom. 
The gaiety of the earth is 
banished. Je 14:2; 46:12 
12 Desolation is left in the city 
aii ule Reate is battered to 
Is 14:31; 45:2 
13 For Cheats it will be in the midst 
of the earth among the 
peoples, 
As the shaking of an olive 
tree, 
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14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


As the gleanings when the 
grape harvest is over. 

RThey raise their voices, they 
shout for joy; 

They cry out from the west 
concerning the majesty of 
the Lorp. Is 12:6; 48:20; 52:8; 54:1 

Therefore glorify the Lorpb in 
the east, 

The name of the Lorp, the 
God of Israel, 

In the coastlands of the sea. 

From the ®ends of the earth 
we hear songs, “Glory to the 
Righteous One,” 

But I say, “Woe to me! Woe to 
me! Alas for me! 

The treacherous deal 
treacherously, 

And the treacherous deal very 
treacherously.” Is 11:12; 42:10 

RTerror and pit and snare 

Confront you, O inhabitant of 
the earth. Je 48:43; Am 5:19 

Then it will be that he who 
flees the report of disaster 
will fall into the pit, 

And he who climbs out of the 
pit will be caught in the 
snare; 

For the windows above are 
opened, and the 
Rfoundations of the earth 
shake. Ps 18:7; 46:2; Is 2:19, 21; 13:13 

The earth is broken asunder, 

The earth is split through, 

The earth is shaken violently. 

The earth 8reels to and fro like 
a drunkard 

And it totters like a shack, 

For its transgression is heavy 
upon it, 

And it will fall, never to rise 
again. Is 19:14; 24:1; 28:7 © Or hut 

So it will happen in that day, 

That the Lorp will ®punish the 
host of heaven on high, 

And the &kings of the earth on 

earth. Is 10:12; 13:11 © Ps 76:12 

They will be gathered together 

Like ®prisoners in the 
Tdungeon, 

And will be confined in prison; 

And after many days they will 
be punished. ts 10:4; 42:22 « Lit pit 


a 23 Then the moon will be 
Sa) 


abashed and the sun 
ashamed, 
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For the Lorp of hosts will 
reign on Mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem, 

And His glory will be before 
His elders. Is 13:10 « Mi 4:7; He 12:22 


Song of Praise for God’s Favor 


O Lorp, You are my God; 

I will exalt You, I will give 
thanks to Your name; 

For You have worked wonders, 

RPlans formed long ago, with 
perfect faithfulness. = Ep 1:11 

For You have made a city into 
a heap, 

A fortified city into a ruin; 

A palace of strangers is a city 
no more, 

It will never be rebuilt. 

Therefore a strong people will 
Relorify You; 

RCities of ruthless nations will 
revere You. Is 24:15 ¢ Is 13:11 

For You have been a ®defense 
for the helpless, 

A defense for the needy in his 
distress, 

A refuge from the storm, a 
shade from the heat; 

For the breath of the ruthless 

Is like a rain storm against a 
wall. Is 14:32; 17:10; 27:5; 33:16 

Like heat in drought, You 
subdue the 8uproar of 
aliens 

Like feat by the shadow ofa 
cloud, the song of the 
ruthless is Silenced. Je 51:54-56 


RThe Lorp of hosts will 
prepare a lavish banquet 
for all peoples on this 
mountain; 

A banquet of aged wine, 
choice pieces with marrow, 

And refined, aged wine. 1s1:19 

And on this mountain He will 
swallow up the covering 
which is over all peoples, 

Even the veil which is 
stretched over all nations. 


yw 8 He will swallow up death for 


all time, 
And the Lord Gop will wipe 
tears away from all faces, 
And He will remove the 
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reproach of His people from 
all the earth; 

For the Lorp has spoken. 

And it will be said in that day, 

“Behold, this is our God for 
whom we have waited that 
He might save us. 

This is the Lorp for whom we 
have waited; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in 
His salvation.” — 1s 35:2; 40:9: 52:10 

For the hand of the Lorp will 
rest on this mountain, 

And Moab will be trodden 
down in his place 

As straw is trodden down in 
the water of a manure pile. 

And he will spread out his 
hands in the middle of it 

As a swimmer spreads out his 
hands to swim, 

But the Lord will lay low his 
pride together with the 
trickery of his hands. 

The unassailable fortifications 
of your walls He will bring 
down, 

Lay low and cast to the 
ground, even to the dust. 


g of Trust in 
s Protection 


26 


RIn that day this song will be 
sung in the land of Judah: 
“We have a strong city; 
He sets up walls and ramparts 
for security. Is 4:2; 12:1 « Is 60:18 
“Open the gates, that the 
righteous nation may enter, 
The one that remains faithful. 
“The steadfast of mind You 
will keep in perfect peace, 
Because he trusts in You. 


4 “Trust in the Lorp forever, 


For in Gop the Lorpb, we have 
an everlasting Rock. 


5 “For He has brought low those 


who dwell on high, the 
Runassailable city; 

RHe lays it low, He lays it low 
to the ground, He casts it to 
the dust. Is 25:12 ¢ Job 40:11-13 


6 “RThe foot will trample it, 


7 


The feet of the afflicted, the 
steps of the helpless.” 1s 28:3 


The way of the righteous is 
smooth; 
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O Upright One, make the path 
of the righteous level. 

8 Indeed, while following the 
way of ®Your judgments, O 
Lorpb, 

We have waited for You 
eagerly; 

Your name, even Your 
Rmemory, is the desire of 
our souls. Is 51:4; 56:1 © Ex 3:15 

9 At night my soul longs for 
You, 

Indeed, my spirit within me 
seeks You diligently; 

For when the earth 
Texperiences Your 
judgments 

The inhabitants of the world 
learn righteousness. Lit has 

Though the wicked is shown 
favor, 

He does not learn 
righteousness; 

He deals unjustly in the land 
of uprightness, 

And does not perceive the 
majesty of the Lorp. 


O Lorp, Your hand is lifted up 
yet they do not see it. 

They see ® Your zeal for the 
people and are put to 


10 
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shame; 
Indeed, fire will devour Your 
enemies. Is 9:7; 37:32; 59:17 
12 Lorp, You will establish 
Rpeace for us, 
Since You have also performed 
for us all our works. Is 26:3 
13 O Lorp our God, 8other 
masters besides You have 
ruled us; 
But through You alone we 
confess Your name. 1s 2:8; 10:11 
14 The dead will not live, the 
departed spirits will not rise; 
Therefore You have punished 
and destroyed them, 
And You have wiped out all 
remembrance of them. 1s 10:3 
15 ®You have increased the 
nation, O Lorp, 
You have increased the nation, 
You are glorified; 
You have extended all the 


borders of the land. Is 9:3 


% 26:3-9 %% 26:12 


ISAIAH 26:16 778 


16 OLorp, they sought You 8in 
distress; 
They could only whisper a 
prayer, 
Your chastening was upon 
them. Is 37:3; Ho 5:15 
17 RAs the pregnant woman _ 
approaches the time to give 
birth, 
She writhes and cries out in 
her labor pains, 
Thus were we before You, O 


Lorp. Is 13:8) 21:3; Jo 16:21 
18 We were pregnant, we writhed 
in labor, 


We gave birth, as it seems, 
only to wind. 

We could not accomplish 
deliverance for the earth, 

Nor were 8inhabitants of the 
world born. | Is 33:11; 59:4 « Ps 17:14 

aN) 19 Your dead will live; 
>> Their corpses will rise. 

You who lie in the dust, 
Rawake and shout for joy, 

For your dew is as the dew of 
the dawn, 

And the earth will give birth 
to the departed spirits. Ep 5:14 


20 Come, my people, enter into 
your rooms 
And close your doors behind 


you; 
Hide for a little while 
Ne Ane enon runs its 
Ex 12:22, 23; Ps 91:1, 4 
‘ aN 21 For Betiola: the Lorp is about 
> to Rcome out from His place 
To punish the inhabitants of 
the earth for their iniquity; 
And the earth will reveal her 


bloodshed 
And will no longer cover her 
slain. Mi 1:3; Jude 14 


The Deliverance of Israel 
2 In that day 8the Lorp will 
punish Leviathan the 
fleeing serpent, 
With His fierce and great and 
mighty sword, 
Even Leviathan the twisted 
serpent; 
And He will kill the dragon 
who lives inthe sea.  1s66:16 


“A “vineyard of wine, sing of 
it! Ps 80:8; Is 5:7; Je 2:21 
“T, the Lorp, am its keeper; 
R] water it every moment. _ 
So that no one will damage it, 
I guard it night and day. 1s58:11 
“I have no wrath. 
Should someone give Me 
Rpriars and thorns in battle, 
Then I would step on them, I 
would burn them 


w 
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completely. 2 Sa 23:6; Is 10:17 
5 “Or let him ®rely on My 
protection, 


Let him make peace with Me, 
Let him make peace with 
Is 12:2; 25:4 
In the days to come Jacob 
Rwill take root, 
Israel will blossom and sprout, 
And they will fill the whole 
world with 8fruit. 1s 37:31 « Is 4:2 


Like the striking of Him who 
has struck them, has He 
struck them? 

Or like the slaughter of His 
slain, have they been slain? 

You contended with them by 
banishing them, by ®driving 
them away. 

With His fierce wind He has 
expelled them on the day of 
the east wind. Is 50:1; 54:7 

9 Therefore through this Jacob’s 

iniquity will be forgiven; 

And this will be the full price 
of the §pardoning of his sin: 

When he makes all the altar 
stones like pulverized chalk 
stones; 

When Asherim and incense 
altars will not stand. Ro 11:27 

10 For the fortified city is 
isolated, 

A homestead forlorn and 
forsaken like the desert; 

RThere the calf will graze, 

And there it will lie down and 
feed on its branches. — 15172 

When its limbs are dry, they 
are broken off; 

Women come and make a fire 
with them, 

For they are not a people of 
discernment, 
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2 In that day, 26:19 26:21 
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Therefore their Maker will 
not have compassion on 
them. 

And their Creator will not be 
gracious to them. 1s 18:5 « Is 9:17 


12 In that day the Lorp will start 


His threshing from the flowing stream 
of the 8Euphrates to the brook of 
Egypt, and you will be gathered up 


one by one, O sons of Israel. 
13 It will come about also in that 


Ge 15:18 


day that a great trumpet will be 
blown, and those who were perishing 
in the land of SAssyria and who were 
scattered in the land of Egypt will 
come and worship the Lorp in the 
holy mountain at Jerusalem. 1s 19:24, 25 


Ephraim’s Captivity Predicted 


28 


Woe to the proud crown of the 
Rdrunkards of 8Ephraim, 
And to the fading flower of its 
glorious beauty, 

Which is at the head of the 
fertile valley 

Of those who are overcome 
with wine! Is 28:7; Ho 7:5 ¢ Is 9:9 

Behold, the Lord has a strong 
and mighty agent; 

As a storm of hail, a tempest 
of destruction, 

Like a storm of mighty 
overflowing waters, 

He has cast it down to the 
earth with His hand. 1s 8:7; 40:10 

The proud crown of the 
drunkards of Ephraim is 
trodden under foot. 

And the fading flower of its 
glorious beauty, 

Which is at the head of the 
fertile valley, 

Will be like the ®first-ripe fig 
prior to summer, 

Which one sees, 


ISATAH 28:15 


and stagger from strong 
drink: 

RThe priest and ®the prophet 
reel with strong drink, 

They are confused by wine, 
they stagger from strong 
drink; 

They reel while having 
Rvisions, 

They totter when rendering 
judgment. 1s 24:2 © Is 9:15 « Is 29:11 

8 For all the tables are full of 
filthy 8vomit, without a 
single clean place. 


9 “To whom would He teach 
knowledge, 
And to whom would He 
interpret the message? 
Those just }weaned from 


Je 48:26 


milk? 
Those just taken from the 
breast? Ps 131:2 


10 “For He says, 
‘Order on order, order on 
order, 
Line on line, line on line, 
A little here, a little there.’” 
11 Indeed, He will speak to this 
people 
Through stammering lips and 
a foreign tongue, 
12 He who said to them, “Here is 
rest, give rest to the weary,” 
And, “Here is repose,” but 
they would not listen. 
13 So the word of the Lorp to 
them will be, 
“Order on order, order on 
order, 
Line on line, line on line, 
A little here, a little there,” 
That they may go and 
Rstumble backward, be 
broken, snared and taken 


And as soon as it is in his captive. 45,8:19; Ma 21:44 
hand, 
He swallows it. Ho 9:10; Mi7:1;Na3:12 Judah Is Warned 


In that day the Lorp of hosts 
will become a beautiful 
Rcrown 

And a glorious diadem to the 
remnant of His people; 1s 62:3 

A spirit of justice for him who 
sits in judgment, 

A strength to those who repel 
the onslaught at the gate. 

And these also reel with wine 


14 Therefore, hear the word of 
the Lorp, O &scoffers, 
Who rule this people who are 
in Jerusalem, Is 1:10; 28:22 « Is 29:20 
15 Because you have said, “We 
have made a &covenant with 
death, 
And with Sheol we have made 
a pact. 
The overwhelming scourge 


og 
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will not reach us when it 
passes by, 

For we have made falsehood 
our refuge and we have 
Rconcealed ourselves with 
deception.” Is 28:18 ¢ Is 29:15 

16 Therefore thus says the Lord 


OD, 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a tested stone, 
A costly cornerstone for 
the foundation, "firmly 


placed. 
He who believes in it will not 
be disturbed. Lit well-laid 


17 “I will make justice the 
measuring line 

And righteousness the 

level; 

Then ®hail will sweep away 
the refuge of lies 

And the waters will overflow 
the secret place. Is 28:2 

18 “Your ®covenant with death 
will be canceled, 

And your pact with Sheol will 
not stand; 

When the overwhelming 
scourge passes through, 

Then you become its 
trampling place. Is 28:15 

19 “As often as it passes through, 
it will seize you; 

For morning after morning it 
will pass through, anytime 
during the day or night, 

And it will be sheer terror to 
understand what it means.” 

20 The bed is too short on which 
to stretch out, 

And the ®blanket is too small 
to wrap oneself in. Is 59:6 

21 For the Lorp will rise up as at 
Mount Perazim, 

He will be stirred up as in the 
valley of Gibeon, 

To do His task, His unusual 
task, 

And to work His work, His 
extraordinary work. 

22 And now do not carry on as 
Rscoffers, 

Or your fetters will be made 
stronger; 

For I have heard from the 
Lord Gop of hosts 

Of decisive ®destruction on all 
the earth. Is 28:14 # Is 10:22, 23 
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23 


24 


25 


26 
27 


28 


29 


Give ear and hear my voice, 

Listen and hear my words. 

Does the ‘farmer plow 
continually to plant seed? 

Does he continually turn and 
harrow the ground? Lit plowman 

Does he not level its surface 

And sow dill and scatter 
Rcummin 

And plant ?wheat in rows, 

Barley in its place and rye 
within its area? Ma 23:23 « Ex 9:32 

For his God instructs and 
teaches him properly. 

For dill is not threshed with a 
Rthreshing sledge, 

Nor is the cartwheel ‘driven 
over cummin; 

But dill is beaten out with a 
rod, and cummin with a 
club. Am 1:3 ¢ Lit rolled 

Grain for bread is crushed, 

Indeed, he does not continue 
to thresh it forever. 

Because the wheel of his cart 
and his horses eventually 
damage it, 

He does not thresh it longer. 

This also comes from the 
Lorp of hosts, 

Who has made His counsel 
Rwonderful and His wisdom 
Rereat. Is 9:6 © Is 31:2; Ro 11:33 


Jerusalem Is Warned 


2 


Woe, O Ariel, Ariel the city 
where David once camped! 

Add year to year, observe your 
feasts on schedule. 

I will bring distress to Ariel, 

And she will be a city of 
lamenting and 8mourning; 

And she will be like an Ariel 
to me. Is 3:26; La 2:5 

I will camp against you 
encircling you, 

And I will set siegeworks 
against you, 

And I will raise up battle 
towers against you. Lk 19:43, 44 

Then you will be brought 
low; 

From the earth you will speak, 

And from the dust where you 
are prostrate 

Your words will come. 

Your voice will also be like 


10 


11 
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that of a ‘spirit from the 
ground, 

And your speech will whisper 
from the dust. 1s 8:19 « or ghost 


But the multitude of your 
enemies will become like 
fine ®dust, 

And the multitude of the 
ruthless ones like the chaff 
which blows away; 

And it will happen instantly, 
suddenly. Is 17:13; 41:15, 16 

From the Lorp of hosts you 
will be punished with 
thunder and earthquake 
and loud noise, 

With whirlwind and tempest 
and the flame of a 
consuming fire. Is 10:3; 26:14, 21 

And the ®multitude of all the 
nations who wage war 
against Ariel, 

Even all who wage war 
against her and her 
stronghold, and who 
distress her, 

Will be like a dream, a vision 
of the night. Mi 4:11, 12; Ze 12:9 

It will be as when a hungry 
man dreams— 

And behold, he is eating; 

But when he awakens, his 
Thunger is not satisfied, 

Or as when a thirsty man 
dreams— 

And behold, he is drinking, 

But when he awakens, behold, 
he is faint 

And his "thirst is not 
quenched. 

RThus the multitude of all the 
nations will be 

Who wage war against Mount 
Zion. Lit soul * Lit soul ¢ Is 54:17 


Be delayed and wait, 

Blind yourselves and be blind; 

They ®become drunk, but not 
with wine, 

They stagger, but not with 
strong drink. 1s 51:17, 21, 22; 63:6 

For the Lorp has poured over 
you a spirit of deep sleep, 

He has shut your eyes, the 
prophets; 

And He has covered your 
heads, the seers. 

The entire vision will be to you 


like the words of a sealed ®book, 
which when they give it to the one 
who is literate, saying, “Please read 
this,” he will say, “I cannot, for it is 
sealed.” Is 8:16; Da 12:4, 9; Ma 13:11 
12 Then the "book will be given to 
the one who ‘is illiterate, saying, 
“Please read this.” And he will say, “I 
cannot read.” Or scroll Lit does not know books 

13 Then the Lord said, 
“Because this people draw near 

with their ?words 

And honor Me with their “lip 
service, 

But they remove their hearts 
far from Me, 

And their reverence for Me 
consists of tradition learned 
by rote, Lit mouth ¢ Lit lips 

14 Therefore behold, I will once 
again deal marvelously 
with this people, 
wondrously marvelous; 

And the wisdom of their wise 
men will perish, 

And the discernment of their 
discerning men will be 
concealed.” 


15 Woe to those who deeply hide 
their plans from the Lorp, 
And whose deeds are done in 
a dark place, 
And they say, “Who sees us?” 
or “Who knows us?” 
16 You turn things around! 
Shall the potter be considered 
Tas equal with the clay, 
That what is made would say 
to its maker, “He did not 
make me’; 
Or what is formed say to him 
who formed it, “He has no 
understanding”? Lit like 


Blessing after Discipline 
17 Is it not yet just a little while 
TBefore Lebanon will be 
turned into a fertile field, 
And the fertile field will be 
considered as a forest? Lit And 
18 On that day the deaf will hear 
Rwords of a book, 
And out of their gloom and 
darkness the eyes of the 
blind will see. Is 29:11 
19 The afflicted also will increase 
their gladness in the Lorp, 


Le 
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And the needy of mankind 
will rejoice in the Holy One 
of Israel. 

20 For the ruthless will come to 
an end and the scorner will 
be finished, 

Indeed all who are intent on 
doing evil will be cut off; 

21 Who cause a person to be 
indicted by a word, 

And ®ensnare him who 
adjudicates at the gate, 

And ®defraud the one in the 
right with meaningless 
arguments. Am 5:10 ¢ Is 32:7; Am 5:12 

22 Therefore thus says the Lorp, 

who redeemed 8Abraham, concerning 
the house of Jacob: 
“Jacob shall not now be 
ashamed, nor shall his face 
now turn pale; Is 41:8; 51:2; 63:16 

23 But when he sees his 
Rchildren, the work of My 
hands, in his midst, 

They will sanctify My name; 

Indeed, they will sanctify the 
Holy One of Jacob 

And will stand in awe of the 
God of Israel. Is 49:20-26 

24 “Those who err in mind will 
know the truth, 

And those who criticize will 
Raccept instruction. Is 54:13 


ee Warned against Egyptian 
lliance 
3 Oorre to the rebellious 
children,” declares the 
Lorp, 
“Who execute a plan, but not 


ine, 
And make an alliance, but not 
of My Spirit, 
In order to add sin to sin; Is 29:15 
2 Who ®proceed down to Egypt 
Without consulting Me, 
To take refuge in the safety of 
Pharaoh 
And to seek shelter in the 
shadow of Egypt! 1s 31:1; Je 43:7 
3 “Therefore the safety of 
Pharaoh will be your shame 
And the shelter in the shadow 
of Egypt, your humiliation. 
4 “For ®their princes are at Zoan 
And their ambassadors arrive 
at Hanes. Is 19:11 
5 “Everyone will be Sashamed 
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because of a people who 
cannot profit them, 

Who are not for help or profit, 
but for shame and also for 
reproach.” Je 2:36 


6 The oracle concerning the 
Rbeasts of the 8Negev. 

Through a land of distress and 
anguish, 

From where come lioness and 
lion, viper and flying 
serpent, 

They carry their riches on the 
backs of young donkeys 

And their treasures on 
Rcamels’ humps, 

To a people who cannot profit 
them; Is 46:1, 2 © Ge 12:9 © 1 Ki 10:2 

7 Even Egypt, whose ®help is 
vain and empty. 

Therefore, I have called Ther 

“Rahab who has been 
exterminated.” Is 30:5 « Lit this one 
8 Now go, ®write it on a tablet 
before them 

And inscribe it on a scroll, 

That it may "serve in the time 
to come 

As a witness forever. Is 8:1 Lit be 

9 For this is a 8rebeilious 
people, ®false sons, 

Sons who refuse to listen 

To the Tinstruction of the 
LORD; Is 30:1 © Is 28:15: 59:3, 4 © Or law 

10 Who say to the ®seers, “You 
must not see visions”; 

And to the prophets, “You 
must not prophesy to us 
what is right, 

Speak to us pleasant words, 

Prophesy illusions. Is 29:10 

11 “Get out of the way, 8turn aside 
from the path, 

Let us hear no more about the 
Holy One of Israel.” Ac 13:8 

12 Therefore thus says the Holy 
One of Israel, 
“Since you have rejected this 
word 

And have put your trust in 
oppression and guile, and 
have relied on them, 

13 Therefore this 8iniquity will 
_be to you 
Like a breach about to fall, 


Y 30:1 
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A bulge in a high wall, 
Whose collapse comes 
suddenly in an instant, ts 26-21 
14 Whose collapse is like the 
smashing of a ®potter’s jar, 
So ruthlessly shattered 
That a sherd will not be found 
among its pieces 
To take fire from a hearth 
Or to scoop water from a 
cistern.” Ps 2:9; Je 19:10, 11 
yw 15 For thus the Lord Gop, the 
Holy One of Israel, has said, 
“In repentance and rest you 
will be saved, 
In quietness and trust is your 
strength.” 
But you were not willing, 
16 And you said, “No, for we will 
flee on 8horses,” 
Therefore you shall flee! 
“And we will ride on swift 
horses,” 
Therefore those who pursue 
you shall be swift. 1s 2:7; 31:1,3 
17 One thousand will flee at the 
threat of one man; 
You will flee at the threat of 
five, 
Until you are left as a "flag on 
a mountain top 
And as a signal on a hill. Lit pole 


God Is Gracious and Just 
18 Therefore the Lorp "longs to 
be gracious to you, 
And therefore He waits on 
high to have compassion on 


you. 

For the Lorp is a God of 
justice; 

How blessed are all those who 
long for Him. Lit waits 

19 O people in Zion, inhabitant in 
Jerusalem, you will weep no longer. 
He will surely be gracious to you at 
the sound of your cry; when He hears 
it, He will answer you. 

20 Although the Lord has given 

you bread of privation and water 
of oppression, He, your Teacher will 
no longer hide Himself, but your eyes 
will behold your Teacher. 

21 Your ears will hear a word be- 
hind you, “This is the ®way, walk in it,” 
whenever you &turn to the right or to 
the left. Ps 25:8, 9; Pr 3:6; Is 35:8, 9; 42:16 ¢ Is 29:24 

22. And you will defile your graven 
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images overlaid with silver, and your 
molten images plated with gold. You 
will scatter them as an impure thing, 
and say to them, “kBe gone!” ~—Ma4:10 

23 Then He will give you rain for 
the seed which you will sow in the 
ground, and bread from the yield of 
the ground, and it will be rich and 
plenteous; on that day your livestock 
will graze in a roomy pasture. 

24 Also the oxen and the donkeys 
which work the ground will eat salted 
fodder, which has been ®winnowed 
with shovel and fork. Ma 3:12; Lk 3:17 

25. On every lofty mountain and 
on every high hill there will be 
streams running with water on the 
day of the great 8slaughter, when the 
towers fall. Is 35:6, 7; 41:18; 43:19, 20 ¢ Is 34:2 

26 ®The light of the moon will be 
as the light of the sun, and the light of 
the sun will be seven times brighter, 
like the light of seven days, on the day 
the Lorp binds up the fracture of His 
people and heals the bruise He has in- 
flicted. Is 24:23; 60:19, 20: Re 21:23; 22:5 

27 Behold, ®the name of the Lorp 
comes from a remote place; 

RBurning is His anger and 
dense is His smoke; 

His lips are filled with 
indignation 

And His tongue is like a 
consuming fire; 1s59:19 «Is 10:17 

28 His breath is like an 

overflowing torrent, 

Which ®reaches to the neck, 

To ®shake the nations back 
and forth in a sieve, 

And to put in the jaws of the 
peoples the bridle which 
leads to ruin. Is 8:8 © Am 9:9 

29 You will have songs as in the 

night when you keep the 
festival, 

And gladness of heart as 
when one marches to the 
sound of the flute, 

To go to the mountain of the 
Lorp, to the Rock of Israel. 

30 And the Lorp will cause His 

voice of authority to be 
heard, 

And the 'descending of His 
arm to be seen in fierce 
anger, 


¥% 30:15 3% 30:20-21 
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And in the flame of a 
consuming fire 
In cloudburst, downpour and 
hailstones. Lit descent 
31 For Rat the voice of the Lorp 
RAssyria will be terrified, 
ey He strikes with the 
Is 11:4 ¢ Is 10:12; 14:25; 31:8 
32 And every blow of the 8rod of 
punishment, 
Which the Lorp will lay on 


him, 
Will be with the music of 
Rtambourines and lyres; 
And in battles, brandishing 
weapons, He will fight 
them Is 10:24 © 1 Sa 18:6; Je 31:4 
33 For Topheth has long been 


ready, 
Indeed, it has been prepared 
for the king. 
He has made it deep and 
large, 
A pyre of fire with plenty of 


wood; 
The breath of the Lorn, like a 
torrent of brimstone, sets it 


afire. 2 Ki 23:10; Je 7:31; 19:6 
Help Not in Egypt 
but in God 
3 Woe to those who go down to 
REgypt for help 


And rely on horses, 

And trust in chariots because 
they are many 

And in horsemen because 
they are very strong, 

But they do not look to the 
Holy One of Israel, nor seek 
the Lorp! Is 30:2, 7; 36:6 

2 Yet He also is wise and will 
Rbring disaster 

And does not retract His 
words, 

But will arise against the 
house of evildoers 

And against the help of the 
workers of iniquity. Is 45:7 

3 Now the Egyptians are men 
and not God, 

And their horses are flesh and 
not spirit; 

So the Lorp will stretch out 
His hand, 

And ®he who helps will 
stumble 

And he who is helped will fall, 
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And all of them will come to 
an end together. ts 30:5, 7; Ma 15:14 


4 For thus says the Lorp to me, 
“As the 8lion or the young lion 
growls over his prey, 
Against which a band of 
shepherds is called out, 
And he will not be terrified at 
their voice nor disturbed at 
their noise, 
So will the Lorp of hosts 
come down to wage war on 
Mount Zion and on its 
hill.” Nu 24:9; Ho 11:10; Am 3:8 
5 Like flying birds so the Lorp 
of hosts will protect 
Jerusalem. 
He will 8protect and deliver it; 
He will pass over and rescue 
it. De 32:11; Ps 91:4 ¢ Is 37:35; 38:6 
6 ®Return to Him from whom 
you have deeply defected, O sons of 
Israel. Is 44:22; 55:7; Je 3:10, 14, 22; Eze 18:31, 32 
7 For in that day every man will 
Rcast away his silver idols and his 
gold idols, which your sinful hands 
have made for you as a Sin. _ 1s2:20; 30:22 
8 And the Assyrian will fall by a 
sword not of man, 
And a sword not of man will 
devour him. 
So he will not escape the 
sword, 
And his young men will 
become forced laborers. 
9 “His rock will pass away 
because of panic, 
And his princes will be 
terrified at the standard,” 
Declares the Lorp, whose fire 
is in Zion and whose 
furnace is in Jerusalem. 


The Glorious Future 
3 2 Behold, a king will reign 
righteously 
And princes will rule justly. 
2 Each will be like a refuge 
from the wind 
And a shelter from the storm, 
Like streams of water ina dry 
country, 
Like the shade of a huge rock 
in a parched land. 


30:33 Le. the place of human sacrifice to Molech 
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Then &the eyes of those who 
see will not be blinded, 

And the ears of those who 
hear will listen. Is 29:18 

The ‘mind of the 8hasty will 
discern the truth, 

And the tongue of the 
stammerers will hasten to 
speak clearly. — Lit heart « Is 29:24 


- No longer will the fool be 


called noble, 

Or the rogue be spoken of as 
generous. 1 Sa 25:25 

For a fool speaks nonsense, 

And his heart Rinclines toward 
wickedness: 

To practice ungodliness and to 
speak error against the 
Lorp, 

To keep the hungry person 
unsatisfied 

And to withhold drink from 
the thirsty. Pr 19:3: 24:7-9; Is 59:7, 13 

As for a rogue, his weapons 
are evil; 

He devises wicked schemes 

To destroy the afflicted with 
slander, 

REven though the needy one 
speaks what is right. — 1s5:23 

But the noble man devises 
noble plans; 

And by noble plans he 
stands. 


Rise up, you women who are 
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Yea, for all the joyful houses 
and for the jubilant city. 

14 Because the palace has been 
abandoned, the populated 
city forsaken. 

THill and watch-tower have 
become caves forever, 

A delight for wild donkeys, a 
pasture for flocks; Or Ophel 

15 Until the Spirit is poured out 
upon us from on high, 

And the wilderness becomes a 
fertile field, 

And the fertile field is 
considered as a forest. 

16 Then 8justice will dwell in the 
wilderness 

And righteousness will abide 
in the fertile field. 1s 33:5: Ze 8:3 
17 And the work of 
righteousness will be peace, 
And the service of 
righteousness, quietness 
and confidence forever. 

18 Then my people will live in a 
Rpeaceful habitation, 

And in secure dwellings and 
in meta to resting 
plac Is 26:3, 12 

19 end it will Rhail when the 
forest comes down, 

And the city will be utterly 
laid low. Is 28:2, 17; 30:30 

20 How ®blessed will you be, you 

who sow beside all waters, 
Who let out freely the ox and 


at ease, the donkey, Ec 11:1; Is 30:23, 24 
And hear my voice; 
Give ear to my word, 
You complacent daughters. The Judgment of God 


Within a year and a few days 

You will be troubled, O 
complacent daughters; 

RFor the vintage is ended, 

And the fruit gathering will 
not come. Is 5:5, 6; 7:23; 24:7 

Tremble, you women who are 
at ease; 

Be troubled, you complacent 
daughters; 

RStrip, undress and put 
sackcloth on your waist, 1s47:2 

RBeat your breasts for the 
pleasant fields, for the 
fruitful vine, Na 2:7 

For the land of my people in 
which thorns and briars 
shall come up; 
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Woe ®to you, O destroyer, 

While you were not destroyed; 

And he ®who is treacherous, 
while others did not deal 
treacherously with him. 

As soon as you finish 
destroying, you will be 
destroyed; 

As soon as you cease to deal 
treacherously, others will 
bee treacherously with 

Ou. Is 10:6; 21:2 © Is 24:16; 48:8 
wAO Noahs Rbe gracious to us; we 
have waited for You. 

Be their strength every 
morning, 
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Our salvation also in the time 
of distress. Is 30:18, 19 ¢ Is 25:9 
3 At the sound of the tumult 
Ryeoples flee; 
At the lifting up of Yourself 
nations disperse. — Is 17:13; 21:15 
4 Your spoil is gathered as the 
caterpillar gathers; 
As locusts rushing about men 
rush about on it. 
5 The Lorp is exalted, for He 
dwells on high; 
He has filled Zion with justice 
and righteousness. 
6 And He will be the ®stability 
of your times, 
A ®wealth of salvation, 
wisdom and knowledge; 
The fear of the Lorp is his 
treasure. Is 33:20 Is 45:17; 51:6 
7 Behold, their brave men cry in 
the streets, 
The Rambassadors of peace 
weep bitterly. 2 Ki 18:18, 37 
8 The highways are desolate, 
the traveler has ceased, 
He has broken the 
covenant, he has despised 
the cities, 
He has no regard for man. 
9 RThe land mourns and pines 
away, 
Lebanon is shamed and 
withers; 
Sharon is like a desert plain, 
And Bashan and Carmel lose 
their foliage. Is 3:26; 24:4; 29:2 
y* 10 ee R] will arise,” says the 


OR 
“Now | will be exalted, now I 
will be lifted up. Ps 12:5: Is 2:19, 21 
11 “You have conceived ‘chaff, 
you will give birth to 
stubble; 
My Rbreath will consume you 
like a fire. Lit dry grass ¢ Is 1:31 
12 “The peoples will be burned to 
lime, 
Like cut thorns which are 
burned in the fire. 


13 “You who are far away, hear 
what I have done; 
And you who are near, 
acknowledge My might.” 
14 Sinners in Zion are terrified; 
Trembling has seized the 
godless. 
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“Who among us can live with 
the consuming fire? 
Who among us can live with 
continual burning?” Is 1:28 
15 He who walks righteously and 
speaks with sincerity, ; 
He who rejects unjust gain 
And shakes his hands so that 
they hold no bribe; 
He who stops his ears from 
hearing about bloodshed 
And &shuts his eyes from 
looking upon evil; Ps 119:37 
16 He will dwell on the heights, 
RHis refuge will be the 
impregnable rock; 
His bread will be given him, 
His water will be sure. Is 25:4 


17 Your eyes ie see ®the King in 
His beaut 

They will benold Ra far-distant 

land. 1s 6:5; 24:23; 33:21, 22 « Is 26:15 
18 Your heart will meditate on 
Rterror: 

“Where is Fhe who counts? 
Where is he who weighs? 
Where is he who counts the 

towers?” Is 17:14 © 1 Co 1:20 
19 You will no longer see a fierce 
people, 

A people ‘of unintelligible 
speech which no one 
comprehends, 

Of a stammering tongue 
which no one understands. 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of 
our appointed feasts; 

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
an undisturbed habitation, 

A tent which will not be 
folded; 

Its stakes will never be pulled 


up, 
Nor any of its cords be torn 
apart. Ps 48:12 ¢ Ps 46:5; 125:1, 2; Is 32:18 
21 But there the majestic One, 
the Lorp, will be for us 
A place of rivers and wide 
canals 
On which no boat with oars 
will go, 
And on which no mighty ship 
will pass— 
For the Lorp is our judge, 
The Lorp is our lawgiver, 
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The Lorp is our king; 

He will save us— 

Your tackle hangs slack; 

It cannot hold the base of its 
mast firmly, 

Nor spread out the sail. 

Then the 8prey of an abundant 
spoil will be divided; 

RThe lame will take the 
plunder. = 2. Ki 7:16 © 2 Ki7:8; Is 35:6 

And no resident will say, “I am 
Rsick”; 

The people who dwell there 
will be forgiven their 
iniquity. 1s 30:26; 58:8; Je 30:17 « Lit init 


God’s Wrath against Nations 


Draw near, O nations, to hear; 
and listen, O peoples! 

RLet the earth and ‘all it 
contains hear, and the 
world and all that springs 
from it. De 32:1; Is 1:2 ¢ Lit its fullness 

For the Lorp’s 8indignation is 
against all the nations, 

And His wrath against all 
their armies; 

He has 8utterly destroyed 
them, 

He has given them over to 
slaughter. Is 26:20 © Is 13:5; 24:1 

So their slain will be thrown 
out, 

And their corpses will give off 
their stench, 

And the mountains will be 
drenched with their blood. 
And all the host of heaven will 

Twear away, 

And the aie will be rolled up 
like a scroll; 

All their hosts will also wither 


away 

As a leaf withers from the 
vine, 

Or as one withers from the fig 
tree. Lit rot * Re 6:12-14 

For My sword is satiated in 
heaven, 

Behold it shall descend for 
judgment upon Edom 


And upon the people whom I 
have ®devoted to 
destruction. Is 24:6; 43:28 


The sword of the Lorp is filled 
with blood, 

It is sated with fat, with the 
blood of lambs and goats, 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


ISAIAH 34:14 


With the fat of the kidneys of 
rams. 

For the Lorp has a sacrifice in 
RBozrah 

And a great slaughter in the 
land of Edom. Is 63:1; Je 49:13 

RWild oxen will also fall with 
them 

And young bulls with strong 
ones; 

Thus their land will be soaked 
with blood, 

And their dust become greasy 


with fat. Nu 23:22; Ps 22:21 
For the Lorp has a day of 
vengeance, 


A year of recompense for the 
Teause of Zion. Or controversy 

TIts streams will be turned 
into pitch, 

And its loose earth into 
brimstone, 

And its land will become 
burning pitch. Le. Edom’s 

It will Snot be quenched night 
or day; 

Its smoke will go up forever. 

From generation to generation 
it will be desolate; 

None will pass through it 
forever and ever. 1s 1:31; 66:24 

But ®pelican and hedgehog 
will possess it, 

And owl and raven will dwell 
in it; 

And He will stretch over it the 
line of “desolation 

And the plumb line of 
emptiness. Zep 2:14 ¢ Or formlessness 

Its nobles—there is kno one 
there 

Whom they may proclaim 
king— 

And all its princes will be 
Rnothing. Je 27:20: 39:6 « Is 41:11, 12 

Thorns will come up in its 
fortified towers, 

Nettles and thistles in its 
fortified cities; 

It will also be a haunt of 
jackals 

And an abode of ostriches. 

The desert ®creatures will 
meet with the ™wolves, 

The hairy goat also will cry to 
its kind; 

Yes, the night monster will 
settle there 


i 
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And will find herself a resting 

place. Is 13:21 ¢ Or howling creatures 
15 The tree snake will make its 

nest and lay eggs there, 

And it will hatch and 
gather them under its 
protection. 

Yes, 8the hawks will be 
gathered there, 

Every one with its kind. De 14:13 


16 Seek from the ®book of the 
Lorp, and read: 
Not one of these will be 
missing; 
None will lack its mate. 
For His mouth has 
commanded, 
And His Spirit has gathered 
them. Is 30:8 © Is 1:20; 40:5; 58:14 
17 He has cast the ®lot for them, 
And His hand has divided it to 
them by 8&line. 
They shall possess it forever; 
From generation to 
generation they will dwell 
in it. Is 17:13, 14; Je 13:25 ¢ Is 34:11 


Zion’s Happy Future 
3 The wilderness and the desert 
will be glad, 
And the 8Arabah will rejoice 
and blossom; 
Like the crocus Is 41:19; 51:3 
2 It will blossom profusely 
And rejoice with rejoicing and 
shout of joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be 
given to it, 
The majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. 
They will see the ®glory of the 
Lorp, 
The majesty of our God. 1s25:9 
3 Encourage the exhausted, and 
strengthen the feeble. 
wv 4 Say to those with 8anxious 
heart, 
“Take courage, fear not. 
Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance; 
The recompense of God will 
come, 
But He will save you.” Is 32:4 
5 Then the eyes of the blind will 
be opened 
And the ears of the deaf will 
be unstopped. 
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6 Then the lame will leap like a 


eer, 
And the tongue of the mute 
will shout for joy. ; 
For waters will break forth in 
the wilderness 
And streams in the Arabah. 
7 The scorched land will 
become a pool 
And the thirsty ground 
Rgprings of water; 
In the ®haunt of jackals, its 
resting place, 
Grass becomes reeds and 
rushes. Is 49:10 © Is 13:22; 34:13 
8 RA highway will be there, a 
roadway, 
And it will be called the 
Highway of Holiness. 
The unclean will not travel on 


It, 
But it will be for him who 
walks that way, 
And Ffools will not wander on 
it. Is 11:16; 19:23; 40:3; 49:11; 62:10 ¢ Is 33:8 
9 No &lion will be there, 
Nor will any vicious beast go 


up on it; 

These will not be found there. 

But ®the redeemed will walk 
there, Is 5:29; 30:6 © Is 51:10; 62:12; 63:4 

10 And ®the ransomed of the 

Lorp will return 

And come with joyful 
shouting to Zion, 

With everlasting joy upon 
their heads. 

They will ‘find gladness and 
joy, 

And sorrow and sighing will 
flee away. Is 1:27; 51:11 « Lit overtake 


Sennacherib Invades Judah 
360 in the fourteenth year of 
dU King Hezekiah, ®Sennacherib 
king of Assyria came up against all 
the fortified cities of Judah and seized 
them. 2 Ki 18:13 © 2 Ch 32:1 
2 And the king of Assyria sent 
Rabshakeh from  Lachish to 
Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a 
large army. And he stood by the ®con- 
duit of the upper pool on the highway 
of the Tfuller’s field. Is 7:3 ¢ I.e. launderer’s 
_3 Then Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, who was over the household, 


Y 35:4 
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and ®Shebna the scribe, and Joah the 
son of Asaph, the recorder, came out 
to him. Is 22:20 ¢ Is 22:15 

4 Then Rabshakeh said to them, 
“Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the 
great king, the king of Assyria, “What 
is this confidence that you have? 

5 “I say, ‘Your counsel and 
strength for the war are only empty 
words.’ Now on whom do you rely, 
that you have rebelled against me? 

6 “Behold, you rely on the &staff 
of this crushed reed, even on Egypt, 
on which if a man leans, it will go into 
his ‘hand and pierce it. ®So is 


~ Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely 


on him. Eze 29:6,7 Lit palm « Ps 146:3; Is 30:3, 5,7 

7 “But if you say to me, ‘We trust 
in the Lorp our God, is it not He 
whose high places and whose altars 
Hezekiah has taken away and has 
said to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You 
shall worship before this altar’? 

8 “Now therefore, come make a 
bargain with my master the king of 
Assyria, and I will give you two thou- 
sand horses, if you are able on your 
part to set riders on them. 

9 “How then can you repulse one 
Tofficial of the least of my master’s 
servants and rely on Egypt for chari- 
ots and for horsemen? Or governor 

10 “Have I now come up ‘without 
the Lorp’s approval against this land 
to destroy it? .The Lorp said to me, 
‘Go up against this land and destroy 
ihiaeeeen Lit without the Lorp « 1 Ki 13:18; 22:6, 12 

11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and 
Joah said to Rabshakeh, “Speak now 
to your servants in Aramaic, for we 
understand it; and do not speak with 
us in Judean in the hearing of the peo- 
ple who are on the wall.” Ez 4:7; Da 2:4 

12 But Rabshakeh said, “Has my 
master sent me only to your master 
and to you to speak these words, and 
not to the men who sit on the wall, 
doomed to eat their own dung and 
drink their own urine with you?” 

13 Then Rabshakeh stood and 
Rcried with a loud voice in Judean and 
said, “Hear the words of the great 
king, the king of Assyria. 2 Ch 32:18 

14 “Thus says the king, ‘Do not let 
Hezekiah ®deceive you, for he will not 
be able to deliver you; Is 37:10 

15 nor let Hezekiah make you 
Rtrust in the Lorp, saying, “The Lorp 
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will surely deliver us, this city will not 
be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria.” Is 36:18, 20; 37:10, 11 

16 ‘Do not listen to Hezekiah,’ for 
thus says the king of Assyria, ‘Make 
your peace with me and come out to 
me, and eat each of his vine and each 
of his fig tree and drink each of the 
Rwaters of his own cistern, Pr 5:15 

17 until 1 come and take you away 
to a land like your own land, a land of 
grain and new wine, a land of bread 
and vineyards. 

18 ‘Beware that Hezekiah does 
not mislead you, saying, “The Lorp 
will deliver us.” Has any one of the 
gods of the nations delivered his land 
from the hand of the king of Assyria? 

19 ‘Where are the gods of 
RHamath and Arpad? Where are the 
gods of Sepharvaim? And when have 
they 8delivered Samaria from my 
hand? Is 10:9-11; 37:11-13; Je 49:23 © 2 Ki 17:6 

20 ‘Who among all the gods of 
these lands have delivered their land 
from my hand, that the Lorp would 
deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’” 

21 But they were silent and 8an- 
swered him not a word; for the king’s 
commandment was, “Do not answer 
him.” Pr 9:7, 8; 26:4 

22 Then Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, who was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe and Joah the 
son of Asaph, the recorder, came to 
Hezekiah with their clothes torn and 
told him the words of Rabshakeh. 


Hezekiah Seeks Isaiah’s Help 

3 And when King Hezekiah heard 
it, he tore his clothes, covered 

himself with sackcloth and entered 

the house of the Lorp. 

2 Then he sent 8Eliakim who was 
over the household with ®Shebna the 
scribe and the elders of the priests, 
covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the 
prophet, the son of AMOZ. Is 22:20 « Is 22:15 

3 They said to him, “Thus says 
Hezekiah, ‘This day is a day of dis- 
tress, rebuke and rejection; for chil- 
dren have come to birth, and there is 
no strength to deliver. Is 22:5; 26:16: 33:2 

4 ‘Perhaps the Lorp your God 
will hear the words of Rabshakeh, 
whom his master the king of Assyria 
has sent to 8reproach the living God, 
and will rebuke the words which the 
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Lorp your God has heard. Therefore, 
offer a prayer for §the remnant that is 
left.’” Is 36:13-15, 18, 20 « Is 1:9; 10:20-22; 37:31, 32; 46:3 

5 So the servants of King 
Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 Isaiah said to them, “Thus you 
shall say to your master, ‘Thus says 
the Lorpb, “8Do not be afraid because 
of the words that you have heard, with 
which the servants of the king of As- 
syria have blasphemed Me. __ 1s7:4;35:4 

7 “Behold, I will put a spirit in 
him so that he will Shear a rumor and 
Rreturn to his own land. And I will 
make him fall by the sword in his own 
land.”’” Is 37:9 © Is 37:37, 38 

8 Then Rabshakeh returned and 
found the king of Assyria fighting 
against Libnah, for he had heard that 
the king had left "Lachish. — Jos 10:31, 32 

9 When he ®heard them say con- 
cerning Tirhakah king of Cush, “He 
has come out to fight against you,” 
and when he heard it he sent messen- 
gers to Hezekiah, saying, Is 37:7 

10 “Thus you shall say to 
Hezekiah king of ‘Judah, ‘Do not let 
your God in whom you trust deceive 
you, saying, “Jerusalem will not be 
given into the hand of the king of As- 
syria.” Lit Judah, saying ¢ Is 36:15 

11 ‘Behold, you have heard what 
the kings of Assyria have done to all 
the lands, destroying them com- 
pletely. So will you be spared? 

12 ‘Did the gods of 'those nations 
which my fathers have destroyed de- 
liver them, even 8Gozan and Haran 
and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who 
were in Telassar? Lit the © 2 Ki 17:6; 18:11 

13 ‘Where is the king of Hamath, 
the king of Arpad, the king of the city 
of Sepharvaim, and of Hena and 
Ivvah?’” 


Hezekiah’s Prayer in the Temple 

14 Then Hezekiah took the “letter 
from the hand of the messengers and 
read it, and he went up to the house of 
the Lorp and ‘spread it out before the 
LorRD. Lit letters ¢ Lit Hezekiah spread 

15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lorp 
saying 

16 “O Lorp of hosts, the God of Is- 
rael, kwho is enthroned above the 
cherubim, You are the God, You 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
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earth. You have made heaven and 
arth. Ex 25:22; 1 Sa 4:4; Ps 80:1; 99:1 

17 “®Incline Your ear, O Lorp, and 
hear; open Your eyes, O Lorb, and See; 
and listen to all the words of Sen- 
nacherib, who sent them to 8reproach 
the living God.2 Ch 6:40; Ps 17:6; Da 9:18 © Is 37:4 

18 “Truly, O Lorp, the kings of As- 
syria have devastated all the countries 
and their lands, 

19 and have cast their gods into 
the fire, for they were not gods but the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone. 
So they have destroyed them. 

20 “Now, O Lorp our God, deliver 
us from his hand that all the king- 
doms of the earth may know that You 
alone, Lorp, are God.” 


God Answers through Isaiah 
21 Then 8Isaiah the son of Amoz 
sent word to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus 
says the Lorp, the God of Israel, ‘Be- 
cause you have prayed to Me about 
Sennacherib king of Assyria. Is 37:2 
22 this is the word that the Lorp 
has spoken against him: 
“She has despised you and 
mocked you, 
The virgin daughter of Zion; 
She has shaken her head 
behind you, 
The daughter of Jerusalem! 
23 “Whom have you ®reproached 
and blasphemed? 
And against whom have you 
raised your voice 
And haughtily Rlifted up your 
eyes? 
Against the Holy One of 
Israel! Is 37:4 © Is 2:11; 5:15, 21 
24 “Through your servants you 
have reproached the Lord, 
And you have said, ‘With my 
many chariots I came up to 
the heights of the 
mountains, 
To the remotest parts of 
Lebanon; 
And I cut down its tall cedars 
and its choice cypresses. 
And I will go to its highest 
peak, its thickest forest. ts 14:8 
25 ‘I dug wells and drank waters, 
And with the sole of my feet I 
dried up 
All the rivers of Egypt’ 
26 “Have you not heard? 
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Long ago I did it, 

ye ancient times I planned 
it. 

Now I have brought it to 


pass, 

That you should turn fortified 

cities into ruinous heaps. 
27 “Therefore their inhabitants 
were short of strength, 

They were dismayed and put 
to shame; 

They were as the ®vegetation 
of the field and as the green 
herb, 

As ®grass on the housetops is 
scorched before it is grown 
up. Is 40:7 ¢ Ps 129:6 

28 “But I know your sitting down 

And your going out and your 
coming in 

And your raging against Me. 

29 “Because of your raging 
against Me 

And because your arrogance 
has come up to My 


ears, 

Therefore I will put My hook 
in your nose 

And My bridle in your lips, 

And | will turn you back by 
the way which you came. 

30 “Then this shall be the sign for 
you: you will eat this year what 
Rerows of itself, in the second year 
what springs from the same, and in 
the third year sow, reap, plant vine- 
yards and eat their fruit. Le 25:5, 11 

31 “The surviving 8remnant of 
the house of Judah will again ®take 
root downward and bear fruit up- 
ward. Is 4:2; 10:20 © Is 37:4 ¢ Is 27:6 

32 “For out of Jerusalem will go 
forth a 8remnant and out of Mount 
Zion survivors. The zeal of the Lorp 
of hosts will perform this.”’ Is 37:4 

33 “Therefore, thus says the Lorp 
concerning the king of Assyria, ‘He 
will not come to this city or shoot an 
arrow there; and he will not come be- 
fore it with a shield, or throw up a 
Rgiege ramp against it. Je 6:6; 32:24 

34 ‘8By the way that he came, by 
the same he will return, and he will 
not come to this city, declares the 
LorD. Is 37:29 

35 ‘For I will ®defend this city to 
save it for My own sake and for My 
servant David’s sake.’” 2 ki 20:6; Is 31:5; 38:6 
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Assyrians Destroyed 

36 Then the angel of the Lorp 
went out and struck 185,000 in the 
camp of the Assyrians; and when 
Tmen arose early in the morning, be- 
hold, all of these were dead. Lit they 

37 So Sennacherib king of As- 
Syria departed and ‘returned home 
and lived at Nineveh. | Lit went and returned 

38 It came about as he was wor- 
shiping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer 
his sons killed him with the sword; 
and they escaped into the land of 
RArarat. And Esarhaddon his son be- 
came king in his place. Ge 8:4; Je 51:27 


Hezekiah Healed 

3 In those days Hezekiah became 
mortally ill. And Isaiah the 

prophet the son of Amoz came to him 

and said to him, “Thus says the Lorp, 

‘RSet your house in order, for you 

shall die and not live.’” 2 Sa 17:23 

2 Then Hezekiah turned his face 
to the wall and prayed to the Lorp, 

3 and said, ““Remember now, O 
Lorp, I beseech You, how I have 
Rwalked before You in truth and with 
a whole heart, and have done what is 
good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah 
wept bitterly. Ne 13:14 2 Ki 18:5, 6; Ps 26:3 

4 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Isaiah, saying, 

5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp, the God of your father 
David, “I have heard your prayer, I 
have seen your tears; behold, I will 
add fifteen years to your "life. Lit days 

6 “I will deliver you and this city 
from the hand of the king of Assyria; 
and I will defend this city.”’ 1s 31:5; 37:35 

7 “This shall be the sign to you 
from the Lorp, that the Lorp will do 
this thing that He has spoken: 

8 “Behold, I will "cause the 
shadow on the stairway, which has 
gone down with the sun on the stair- 
way of Ahaz, to go back ten steps.” So 
the ®sun’s shadow went back ten 
steps on the stairway on which it had 
gone down. 2 Ki 20:9-11 © Jos 10:12-14 

9 A writing of Hezekiah king of 
Judah after his illness and recovery: 

10 I cate “RTIn the middle of my 
life 
I am to enter the gates of 
Sheol; 
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I am to be deprived of the rest 
of my years.” Ps 102:24 
11 I said, “I will not see the Lorp, 
The Lorp Rin the land of the 
living; 
I will look on man no more 
among the inhabitants of 
the world. Ps 27:13; 116:9 
12 “Like a shepherd’s tent my 
dwelling is pulled up and 
removed from me; 
AS Sail I rolled up my 
life. 
He ®cuts me off from the 
loom; 
From day until night You make 
an end of me. Job 6:9 
13 “I composed my soul until 
morning. 
RLike a lion—so He breaks all 
my bones, 
From day until night You make 
an end of me. Job 10:16 
14 “Like a swallow, like a crane, 
so | twitter; 
I moan like a dove; 
My eyes look wistfully to the 
heights; 
O Lord, I am oppressed, be my 
security. Job 30:29; Ps 102:6 


15 “What shall I say? 

For He has spoken to me, and 
He Himself has done it; 

I will wander about all my 
years because of the 
bitterness of my soul. Ps 39:9 

16“O rie Rby these things men 

ive, 

And in all these is the life of 
my spirit; 

O restore me to health and let 
me live! Ps 119:71, 75 

17 “Lo, for my own welfare I had 

great bitterness; 

It is You who has kept my soul 
from the pit of nothingness, 

For You have cast all my sins 
behind Your back. 

18 “For Sheol cannot thank You, 
Death cannot praise You; 
Those who go down £to the pit 

cannot hope for Your 
faithfulness. Nu 16:33; Ps 28:1 

19 “It is the living who give thanks 

to You, as I do today; 

A father tells his sons about 
Your faithfulness. 
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20 “The Lorp will surely save me; 
So we will play my songs on 
stringed instruments 
All the days of our life at the 
house of the Lorb.” 

21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them 
take a cake of figs and apply it to the 
boil, that he may recover.” 

22 Then Hezekiah had said, 
“What is the 8sign that I shall go up to 
the house of the Lorp?” Is 38:7 


Hezekiah Shows His Treasures 
3 At that time Merodach-baladan 

son of Baladan, king of Baby- 
lon, sent letters and a present to 
Hezekiah, for he heard that he had 
been sick and had recovered. 

2 Hezekiah was pleased, and 
showed them all his treasure house, 
the silver and the gold and the spices 
and the precious oil and his whole ar- 
mory and all that was found in his 
treasuries. There was nothing in his 
house nor in all his dominion that 
Hezekiah did not show them. 

3 Then Isaiah the prophet came 
to King Hezekiah and said to him, 
“What did these men say, and from 
where have they come to you?” And 
Hezekiah said, “They have come to 
me from a far ®country, from Baby- 
lon.” 2 Sa 12:1; 2 Ch 16:7 © De 28:49; Je 5:15 

4 He said, “What have they seen 
in your house?” So Hezekiah ‘tan- 
swered, “They have seen all that is in 
my house; there is nothing among my 
treasuries that I have not shown 
them.” Lit said 

5 Then Isaiah said to Heze- 
kiah, “Hear the word of the Lorp of 
hosts, 

6 ‘Behold, the days are coming 
when all that is in your house and 
all that your fathers have laid up in 
store to this day will be carried to 
Babylon; nothing will be left, says the 
Lorp. 

_ 7 ‘And some of your sons who 
will issue from you, whom you will 
beget, Rwill be taken away, and they 
will become officials in the palace of 
the king of Babylon.’” 2 ki 24:10-16: 2 Ch 36:10 

8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 
“The word of the Lorp which you 
have spoken is good.” For he "thought, 
“For there will be peace and truth 8in 
my days.” 2. Ch 32:26 © Lit said © 2 Ch 34:28 
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_ The Grociiess of God 
| “Comfort, O comfort My 
wr AO peonie ” says your God. 
2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; 
And call out to her, that her 
warfare has ended, 
That her iniquity has been 
removed, 
That she has received of the 
Lorp’s hand 
Double for all her sins.” 


y* 3 A voice is calling, 
“Clear the way for the Lorp 
in the wilderness; 

Make smooth in the desert a 
highway for our God. 

4 “Let every valley be lifted up, 

And every mountain and hill 
be made low; 

And let the rough ground 
become a plain, 

And the rugged terrain a 
broad valley; 

5 Then the ®glory of the Lorp 
will be revealed, 

And all flesh will see it 
together; 

For the mouth of the Lorp has 
spoken.” Is 6:3; Hab 2:14 

6 A voice says, “Call out.” 

Then The answered, “What 
shall I call out?” 

All flesh is grass, and all its 
loveliness is like the flower 
of the field. Another reading is I said 

7 The grass withers, the flower 
fades, 

When the breath of the Lorp 
blows upon it; 

Surely the people are grass. 

YX 8 The grass withers, the flower 
fades, 

But the word of our God 
stands forever. 


9 Get yourself up on a ®high 
mountain, 
O Zion, bearer of .good news, 
Lift up your voice mightily, 
O Jerusalem, bearer of good 
news; 
Lift it up, do not fear. 
Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” — 1s52:7¢ Is 61:1 
10 Behold, the Lord Gop will 
come with might, ] 
With His 8arm ruling for Him. 
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Behold, His 8reward is with 
Him 
ist: atts recompense before 
Is 59:16, 18 © Is 62:11; Re 22:12 
Like a shepherd He will 
tend His flock, 
In His arm He will gather the 
lambs 
And carry them in His bosom; 
He will gently lead the 
nursing ewes. 


Who has measured the 
Twaters in the hollow of His 


and, 

And marked off the heavens 
by the span, 

And calculated the dust of the 
earth by the measure, 

And weighed the mountains 
in a balance 

And the hills in a pair of 
scales? DSS reads waters of the sea 

RWho has directed the Spirit 
of the Lorpb, 

Or as His counselor has 
informed Him? Ro 11:34; 1 Co 2:16 

RWith whom did He consult 
and who gave Him 
understanding? 

And who taught Him in the 
path of justice and taught 
Him knowledge 

And informed Him of the way 
of understanding? Job 38:4 

Behold, the 8nations are like a 
drop from a bucket, 

And are regarded as a speck 
of dust on the scales; 

Behold, He lifts up the islands 
like fine dust. Je 10:10 

Even Lebanon is not enough 
to burn, 

Nor its beasts enough for a 
burnt offering. 

RAI] the nations are as nothing 
before Him, 

They are regarded by Him as 
less than nothing and 
Tmeaningless. Is 29:7 © Or void 


y* 18 me Weaiee then will you liken 


os ee likeness will you 
compare with Him? 


¥ 40:1 3% 40:33-5 3% 40:3 % 40:11 
%* 40:18 


ISAIAH 40:19 


19 As for the idol, a craftsman 
casts it, 
A goldsmith ®plates it with 
gold, 
And a silversmith fashions 
chains of silver. Is 2:20; 30:22 
20 He who is too impoverished 
for such an offering 
Selects a tree that does not 


rot; 
He seeks out for himself a 
skillful craftsman 
To prepare an idol that ®will 
not totter. 1 Sa 5:3, 4; Is 41:7; 46:7 
ae 21 Do you not know? Have you 
not heard? 
Has it not been declared to 
you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood 
Rfrom the foundations of 
the earth? Is 48:13; 51:13 
22 It is He who !sits above the 
Fcircle of the earth, 
And its inhabitants are like 
Rerasshoppers, 
Who stretches out the heavens 
like a curtain 
And spreads them out like a 
tent to dwell in. Nu 13:33 
23 He it is who reduces rulers to 
nothing, 
Who makes the judges of the 
earth ‘meaningless. — orvoia 
24 FScarcely have they been 
planted, 
FScarcely have they been 


sown, 
FScarcely has their stock 
taken root in the earth, 
But He merely blows on them, 
and they wither, 
And the ®storm carries them 
away like stubble. 1s 17:13; 41:16 
25 “RTo whom then will you liken 


e 
That I would be his equal?” 
says the Holy One. _1s40:18 
yw 26 Lift up your eyes on high 
And see who has created 
these stars, 
The One who leads forth their 
host by number, 
He calls them all by name; 
Because of the greatness of 
His might and the strength 
of His power, 
Not one of them is missing. 
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27 ®Why do you say, O Jacob, 
and assert, O Israel, 
“My way is Shidden from the 


ORD, 

And the justice due me 
escapes the notice of my 
God”? Is 49:4, 14 ¢ Is 54:8 ¢ Is 25:1 

yw 28 Do you not know? Have you 
not heard? 

The Everlasting God, the 
Lorp, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth 

Does not become weary or 
tired. 

His understanding is 
inscrutable. Ge 21:33; Ps 90:2 

29 He gives strength to the 


weary, 
And to him who lacks might 
He Rincreases power. Is 41:10 
30 Though 8youths grow weary 
and tired, 
And vigorous 8young men 
stumble badly, Je 6:11; 9:21 « Is 9:17 
31 Yet those who wait for the 
LorpD 
Will gain new strength; 
They will ‘mount up with 
wings like eagles, 
They will run and not get 
tired, 
They will walk and not 
become weary. © Or sprout wings 


Israel Encouraged 
A l “RCoastlands, listen to Me Rin 

silence, 

And let the peoples gain new 
strength; 

Let them come forward, then 
let them speak; 

Let us come together for 
judgment. 1s 11:11 + Hab 2:20; Ze 2:13 

2 “RWho has aroused one from 

the east 

Whom He calls in 
righteousness to His feet? 

He delivers up nations before 
him 

And subdues kings. 

He makes them like dust with 
his sword, 

As the wind-driven chaff with 
his bow. Is 41:25; 45:1-3; 46:11 


Y% 40:21-22 40:22 Or is enthroned 40:22 Or 
vault 40:24 Or Noteven 3 40:26 
Y 40:28-31 
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3 “He pursues them, passing on 
in safety, 
By a way he had not been 
traversing with his feet. 
y* 4 “Who has performed and 
accomplished it, 
Calling forth the generations 
from the beginning? 
‘I, the Lorp, am the first, and 
with the last. 1am He.’” 


5 The ®coastlands have seen 
and are afraid; 

The ends of the earth tremble; 

They have drawn near and 
have come. Is 41:1; Eze 26:15, 16 

Se 6 Each one helps his neighbor 
And says to his brother, “Be 
strong!” 
7 So the craftsman encourages 
the ®smelter, 

And he who smooths metal 
with the hammer 
encourages him who beats 
the anvil, 

Saying of the soldering, “It is 
good”; 

And he fastens it with nails, 

So that it will not totter. 1s 40:19 

8 “But you, Israel, "My servant, 

Jacob whom I have chosen, 

Descendant of Abraham My 
friend, Is 42:19; 43:10; 44:1, 2, 21 

9 You whom I have ®taken from 
the ends of the earth, 

And called from its 8remotest 
parts 

And said to you, ‘You are My 
servant, 

I have chosen you and not 
rejected you. Is 11:11 © Is 43:5-7 

va 10 ed not fear, for 1am with 


Do- not anxiously look about 
you, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, surely I 
will help you, 
Surely I will uphold you with 
My righteous right hand.’ 
11 “Behold, 8all those who are 
angered at you will be 
shamed and dishonored; 
RThose who contend with you 
will be as nothing and will 
perish. Is 45:24 © Is 17:13; 29:5, 7, 8 
12 “You will seek those who _ 
quarrel with you, but will 
not find them, 
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Those who war with you will 
be as nothing and non- 
existent. 

13 “For I am the Lorp your God, 
Rwho upholds your right 
hand, 

Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, 
I will help you,’ Is 42:6; 45:1 

14 “Do not fear, you }worm Jacob, 
you men of Israel; 

I will help you,” declares the 
Lorp, “and your 
Redeemer is the Holy One 
of Israel. Job 25:6; Ps 22:6 

a 15 “Behold, I have made you a 
new, sharp threshing sledge 
with double edges; 

RYou will thresh the mountains 
and pulverize them, 

And will make the hills like 
chaff. Mi 4:13; Hab 3:12 

16 “You will winnow them, and 
the wind will carry them 
away. 

And the storm will scatter 
them; 

But you will 8rejoice in the 
Lorp, 

You will glory in the Holy One 
of Israel. Is 25:9; 35:10; 51:3; 61:10 


17 “The afflicted and needy are 
seeking water, but there is 
none, 

And their tongue is parched 
with thirst; 

I, the Lorp, will answer them 
Myself, 

As the God of Israel I will not 
forsake them. Is 30:19; 65:24 

18 “I will open rivers on the bare 

heights 
And springs in the midst of 
the valleys; 
I will make ®the wilderness a 
pool of water 
wy Wie dry land fountains of 
Ps 107:35; Is 35:6, 7 
19 “I will ee ie cedar in the 
wildernes 
The acacia ad the myrtle and 
the ‘olive tree; 
~ T will place the juniper in the 
desert 
Together with the box tree 
and the cypress, Or oleaster 


Y AVA 3% 41:6 % 41:10-138) 9% 4115-17 
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20 That §they may see and 
recognize, at eer. 
And consider and gain insight 


as well, 

That the hand of the Lorp has 
done this, 

And the Holy One of Israel 
has created it. Is 40:5; 43:10 


21 “Present your case,” the LorD 


says. 
“Bring forward your strong 
arguments,” 

The ®King of Jacob says. 

22 Let them bring forth and 
declare to us what is going 
to take place; 

As for the 8former events, 
declare what they were, 

That we may consider them 
and know their outcome. 

Or announce to us what is 
COMING; Is 44:7; 45:21; 46:10 « Is 43:9 

23 Declare the things that are 
going to come afterward, 

That we may know that you 
are gods; 

Indeed, do good or evil, that 
we may anxiously look 
about us and fear together. 

24 Behold, you are of no account, 

And ®your work amounts to 


Is 44:6 


nothing; 
He who chooses you is an 
abomination. Is 37:19; 41:29 


25 “I have aroused one from the 
north, and he has come; 
From the rising of the sun he 
will call on My name; 
And he will come upon rulers 
as upon ®mortar, 
Even as the potter treads 
Clay.” 2 Sa 22:43; Is 10:6; Mi 7:10; Ze 10:5 
26 Who has declared this from 
the beginning, that we 
might know? 
Or from former times, that we 
may Say, “He is right!”? 
Surely there was 8no one who 
declared, 
Surely there was no one who 
proclaimed, 
Surely there was no one who 
heard your words. Hab 2:18, 19 
27 “Formerly I said to Zion, 
‘Behold, here they are.’ 
And to Jerusalem, ‘I will give 
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a messenger of good 
news.’ Is 40:9; 44:28; 52:7; Na 1:15 
28 “But kwhen I look, there is no 
one, 
And there is no counselor 
amongthem 
Who, if I ask, can give an 
anSwef. Is 50:2; 59:16; 63:5 Is 40:13, 14 
29 “Behold, all of them are ‘false; 
Their works are worthless, 
Their molten images are 
Rwind and emptiness. Je5:13 
eet pee concerning His 
Servant 
4 2 “RBehold, My Servant, whom I 
uphold; 
My chosen one in whom My 
soul delights. 
I have put My Spirit upon 


Him 
He will bring forth ®justice to 
the nations. Ma 12:18-21 e Is 2:4 
2 “He will not cry out or raise His 
voice, 
Nor make His voice heard in 
the street. 
3 “A bruised reed He will not 
break 
And a dimly burning wick He 
will not extinguish; 
He will faithfully bring forth 
Rjustice. Ps 72:2, 4; 96:13 
4 “He will not be disheartened or 
crushed 
Until He has established 
justice in the earth; 
And the coastlands will wait 
expectantly for His law.” 


5 Thus says God the Lorp, 
Who &created the heavens and 
stretched them out, 
Who spread out the earth and 
its offspring, 
Who gives breath to the 
people on it 
and Spit to those who walk 
Ps 102:25, 26; Is 45:18 
yw 6 “I at Hig Lorp, I have called 
You in righteousness, 
I will also hold You by the 
hand and watch over You, 
And I will appoint You as a 
covenant to the people, 
As a light to the nations, 


41:29 Another reading is nothing %% 42:6 


7 To open blind eyes, 
To bring out prisoners from 
the dungeon 
And those who dwell in 
darkness from the prison. 
| 8 “RT am the Lorp, that is My 
name; 
| I will not give My glory to 
another, 
| Nor My praise to graven 
images. Ts 43:3, 11, 15 © Ex 3:15; Ps 83:18 
9 “Behold, the former things 
have come to pass, 
Now I declare new things; 
Before they spring forth I 
proclaim them to you.” 
10 Sing to the Lorp a new song, 
Sing His praise from the end 
of the earth! 
You who go down to the sea, 
and all that is in it. 
You islands, and those who 
dwell on them. Ps 33:3; 40:3; 98:1 
11 Let the wilderness and its 
cities lift up their voices, 
The settlements where Kedar 
inhabits. 
Let the inhabitants of Sela 
sing aloud, 
Let them shout for joy from 
the tops of the mountains. 
12 Let them ®give glory to the 


LorD 
And declare His praise in the 
Rcoastlands. Is 24:15 # Is 42:4 
13 The Lorp will go forth like a 
warrior, 
He will arouse His ®zeal like a 
man of war. 


He will utter a shout, yes, He 
will raise a war Cry. 

He will prevail against His 
enemies. Is 9:7; 26:11; 37:32; 59:17 


The Blindness of the People 
14 “I pave laa silent for a long 


I hanes kept still and restrained 
Myself. 

Now like a woman in labor I 
will groan, 

I will both gasp and pant. — 

15 “I will lay waste the mountains 

and hills 

And wither all their vegetation; 

I will make the rivers into 
coastlands 

And dry up the ponds. 
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yw 16 “I will lead the blind by a 


way they do not know, 

In paths they do not know I 
will guide them. 

I will make darkness into 
light before them 

And rugged places into plains. 

These are the things I will 


do, 
ae I mes not leave them 
e.” Is 29:18; Ep 5:8 
17 They will be turned back and 
be utterly put to shame, 
Who trust in Tidols, 
Who Say to molten images, 
“You are our gods.” or graven images 


18 ®Hear, you deaf! 
fae pa av tR blind, that you 
Is 29:18; 35:5 
19 Who is blind but My 8servant, 
Or so deaf as My ®messenger 
whom I send? 
Who is so blind as he that is at 
peace with Me, 
Or so blind as the servant of 
the Lorp? Is 41:8 © Is 44:26 
20 R®You have seen many things, 
but you do not observe 


them; 
Your ears are open, but none 
hears. Ro 2:21 


21 The Lorp was pleased for His 
righteousness’ sake 
To make the law ®great and 
glorious. Is 42:4; 51:4 
22 But this is a people plundered 
and despoiled; 
All of them are "trapped in 
caves, 
Or are hidden away in 
prisons; 
They have become a prey with 
none to deliver them, 
And a spoil, with none to say, 
“Give them back!” Is 24:18 


23 Who among you will give ear 
to this? 
Who will give heed and listen 
hereafter? 
24 Who gave Jacob up for spoil, 
and Israel to plunderers? 
Was it not the Lorp, against 
whom we have sinned, 
And in whose ways they 
Rwere not willing to walk, 


Y% 49:12 3% 42:16 
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And whose law they did not 

Robey? Is 30:15 © Is 48:18; 57:17 
25 So He poured out on him the 

heat of His anger 

And the ®fierceness of battle; 

And it set him aflame all 
around, 

Yet he did not recognize it; 

And it burned him, but he 
paid no attention. — 1s5:25; 9:19 


Israel Redeemed 
4 But now, thus says the Lorp, 
your Creator, O Jacob, 

And He who formed you, O 
Israel, 

“Do not Rfear, for I have 
redeemed you; 

I have called you by name; 
you are Mine! Is 43:15 © Is 43:5 

Waa 2 “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; 

And through the rivers, they 
will not overflow you. 

When you walk through the 
fire, you will not be 
scorched, 

Nor will the flame burn you. 

3 “For 8] am the Lorp your God, 

The Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior; 

I have given Egypt as your 
ransom, 

TCush and Seba in your place. 
Ex 20:2 * Or Ethiopia 

4 “Since you are precious in My 
sight, 

Since you are ®honored and I 
love you, 

I will give other men in your 
place and other peoples in 
exchange for your life. 1s 49:5 

w* 5 “Do not fear, for 8] am with 
you 

I will bring Ryvour offspring 
from the east, 

And gather you from the 
West. Is 8:10; 43:2 ¢ Is 41:8; 49:12; 61:9 

6 “I will say to the 8north, ‘Give 
them up!’ 

And to the south, ‘Do not hold 
them back.’ 

Bring My sons from afar 

And My daughters from the 
ends of the earth, Ps 107:3 

7 Everyone who is called by My 
name, 
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And whom I have created for 
My glory, 

RWhom I have formed, even 
whom I have made.” Is 43:1 


Israel Is God’s Witness 
8 Bring out the people who are 
blind, even though they 
have eyes, 

And the deaf, even though 
they have ears. 

9 All the nations have ®gathered 
together 

So that the peoples may be 
assembled. 

Who among them can 
Rdeclare this 

And proclaim to us the former 
things? 

Let them present their 
witnesses that they may be 
justified, 

Or let them hear and Say, “It is 

th Is 34:1; 41:1 ¢ Is 41:22, 23, 26 
10 “You are RMy witnesses,” 
declares the Lorp, 
“And My servant whom I have 
chosen, 

So that you may know and 
believe Me 

And understand that 8I am 


e. 
RBefore Me there was no God 
formed, 
And there will be none after 
Me. 1s 44:8 ¢ Is 41:8 ¢ Is 41:4 © Is 45:5, 6 
11 “I, even I, am the Lorp, 
And there is no ®savior 
besides Me. 1s 43:3; 45:21; Ho 13:4 
12 “It is I who have declared and 
saved and proclaimed, 
And there was no &strange 
god among you; 
So you are My witnesses,” 
declares the Lorn, 
“And I am God. De 32:16; Ps 81:9 
13 “Even from eternity I am He, 
And there is none who can 
deliver out of My hand; 
I act and who can reverse it?” 


Babylon to Be Destroyed 
14 Thus says the Lorp your 
RRedeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel, 


Y 43:2-3 Y% 43:547 
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“For your sake I have sent to 
Babylon, 
- And will bring them all down 
as fugitives, 

Even the Chaldeans, into the 
ships ‘in which they 
rejoice. Ts 41:14 ¢ Is 23:13 © Je 51:13 

15 “I am the Lorp, your Holy One, 

RThe Creator of Israel, your 

2 Is 43:1 ¢ Is 41:20: 44:6 
16 Thus says the Lorp, 

Who makes. a way through the 
sea 

And a path through the 
mighty waters, 

17. Who brings forth the chariot 
and the horse, 

The army and the mighty man 

(They will lie down together 
and not rise again; 

They have been ®quenched 
and extinguished like a 
wick): Ex 15:19 © Ps 118:12; Is 1:31 

yw 18 “Do not call to mind the 
former things, 

Or ponder things of the past. 

19 “Behold, I will do something 
new, 

Now it will spring forth; 

Will you not be aware of it? 

I will even make a roadway in 
the wilderness, 

Rivers in the desert. 

20 “The beasts of the field will 
glorify Me, 

The ®jackals and the ostriches, 

Because I have ®given waters 
in the wilderness 

And rivers in the desert, 

To give drink to My chosen 
people. Is 13:22; 35:7 ¢ Is 41:17, 18; 48:21 

y* 21 “The people whom ®I formed 
for Myself 


Will declare My praise. 1s 43:1 


The Shortcomings of Israel 

22 “Yet you have not called on Me, 
O Jacob; 

But you have become weary of 
Me, O Israel. 

23 “You have Rnot brought to Me 
the sheep of your burnt 
offerings, 

Nor have you 8honored Me 
with your sacrifices. 

I have not burdened you with 
offerings, 
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N or wearied you with 

INCe€NSe. Am5:25 « Ze 7:5, 6; Mal 1:6-8 
24 “You have bought Me not 

Rsweet cane with money, 

Nor have you filled Me with 
the fat of your sacrifices; 

Rather you have burdened Me 
with your sins, 

You have wearied Me with 
your iniquities. Ex 30:23; Je 6:20 


Fe 25 “I, even I, am the one who 
Rwipes out your 
transgressions for My own 
sake, 
And I will not remember your 
sins. Is 44:22; 55:7; Je 50:20 
26 “Put Me in remembrance, let us 
argue our case together; 
State your cause, that you 
may be proved right. _1s.43:9 
27 “Your first forefather sinned, 
And your spokesmen have 
transgressed against Me. 
28 “So I will pollute the princes of 
the sanctuary, 
And I will consign Jacob to 
the ban and Israel to 
Rrevilement. Ps 79:4; Eze 5:15 


The Blessings of Israel 
4 4 “But now listen, O Jacob, My 
Rservant, 
And Israel, whom I have 
chosen: Is 41:8; Je 30:10; 46:27, 28 
2 Thus says the Lorp who made 
you 
And ®formed you from the 
womb, who &will help you, 
‘Do not fear, O Jacob My 
servant; 
And you Jeshurun whom I 
have chosen. | Is 44:21, 24 « Is 41:10 
yw 3 ‘For I will pour out water on 
the thirsty land 
And streams on the dry 
ground; 
I will §pour out My Spirit on 
your offspring 
And My blessing on your 
descendants; Is 32:15; Joel 2:28 
4 And they will spring up 
among the grass 
Like poplars by streams of 
water,’ Le 23:40; Job 40:22 


43:14 Lit of their rejoicing %% 43:18-19 
Y% 43:21 3 43:25 9% 44:3-4 
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5 “This one will say, ‘I am the 
Lorp’s’; 
And that one will call on the 
name of Jacob; 
And another will 8write on his 
hand, ‘Belonging to the 


Lorb, 
And will name Israel’s name 
with honor. Ex 13:9; Ne 9:38 
6 “Thus says the Lorp, the King 
of Israel 
And his Redeemer, the Lorp 
of hosts: 


‘Tam the first and I am the last, 

And there is no God besides 
Me. Is 41:21; 43:15 ¢ Is 41:14; 43:1, 14 

7 ‘Who is like Me? 8Let him 
proclaim and declare it; 

Yes, let him recount it to Me in 
order, 

From the time that I 
established the ancient 
nation. 

And let them declare to them 
the things that are coming 

And the events that are going 
to take place. Is 41:22, 26 

8 ‘Do not tremble and do not be 
afraid; 

RHave I not long since 
announced it to you and 
declared it? 

And you are My witnesses. 

Is there any God besides Me, 

Or is there any other Rock? 

I know of none.’” Is 42:9; 48:5 


The Folly of Idolatry 

9 Those who fashion 'a graven 
image are all of them futile, and their 
precious things are of no profit; even 
their own witnesses fail to see or 
know, so that they will be ®put to 
shame. Or an idol © Ps 97:7; Is 42:17; 44:11; 45:16 
oe 10 Who has fashioned a god or 

cast an idol to no profit? 

11 Behold, all his companions will 
be put to shame, for the crafts- 
men themselves are mere men. Let 
them all assemble themselves, let 
them stand up, let them tremble, 
let them together be put to shame. 

12 The man shapes iron into a cut- 
ting tool and does his work over the 
coals, fashioning it with hammers and 
working it with his strong arm. He 
also gets hungry and ‘this strength 
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mits he drinks no water and becomes 
we Lit there is no strength 

13” RAnother shapes wood, he ex- 
tends a measuring line; he outlines it 
with red chalk. He works it with 
planes and outlines it with a compass, 
and makes it like the form of aman, 
like the beauty of ®man, so that it may 
sit in a house. Is 41:7 « Ps 115:5-7 

14 Surely he cuts cedars for him- 
self, and takes a ‘cypress or an oak 
and raises it for himself among the 
trees of the forest. He plants a fir, and 
the rain makes it grow. Or holm-oak 

15 Then it becomes something for 
a man to burn, so he takes one of 
them and warms himself; he also 
makes a fire to bake bread. He also 
Rmakes a god and worships it; he 
makes it a graven image and ®falls 
down before it. Is 44:17 © 2 Ch 25:14 

16 Half of it he burns in the fire; 
over this half he eats meat as he 
roasts a roast and is satisfied. He also 
warms himself and says, “Aha! I am 
warm, I have seen the fire.” 

17 But the rest of it he makes into 
a god, his graven image. He falls down 
before it and worships; he also 8prays 
to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are 
my god.” Is 44:15 © 1 Ki 18:26, 28; Is 45:20 

18 They do not ®know, nor do they 
understand, for He has §smeared over 
their eyes so that they cannot see and 
their hearts so that they cannot com- 
prehend. Is 1:3; Je 10:8, 14 ¢ Ps 81:12; Is 6:9, 10; 29:10 

19 No one recalls, nor is there 
knowledge or understanding to say, “I 
have burned half of it in the fire and 
also have baked bread over its coals. I 
roast meat and eat it. Then I make the 
rest of it into an abomination, I fall 
down before a block of wood!” 

20 He ®feeds on ashes; a de- 
ceived heart has turned him aside. 
And he cannot deliver himself, nor 
Say, “STs there not a lie in my right 
hand?” Ps 102:9 © Is 57:11; 59:3, 4, 13; Ro 1:25 


God Forgives and Redeems 
21 “SRemember these things, O 
Jacob, 
And Israel, for you are My 
servant; 
I have formed you, you are My 
servant, 


Y 446 Y* 44:10 
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O Israel, you will not be 
forgotten by Me. 1s 46:8; Ze 10:9 
wr 22 “I have wiped out your 
transgressions like a thick 
cloud 
And your sins like a heavy 


mist. 

RReturn to Me, for I have 
redeemed you.” Is 31:6; 55:7 

23 Shout for joy, O heavens, for 

the Lorp has done it! 

Shout joyfully, you lower parts 
of the earth; 

Break forth into a shout of joy, 
you mountains, 

O forest. and every tree 
ini 

For hike Lorp has redeemed 
Jacob 

And in Israel He 8shows forth 
His glory. Is 43:1 © Is 49:3; 61:3 


24 Thus says the Lorp, your RRe- 


deemer, and the one who ®formed you 
from the womb, 


“T, the Lorp, am the maker of 
all things, 
Stretching out the heavens by 
Myself 
And spreading out the earth 
all alone, Is 41:14; 43:14 © Is 44:2 
25 Causing the 'omens of 
boasters to fail, 
Making fools out of diviners, 
Causing wise men to draw 
back 
And turning their knowledge 
into foolishness, 1s 47:13 « Lit signs 
26 ®Confirming the word of His 
servant 
And performing the purpose 
of His messengers. 
It is I who says of Jerusalem, 
‘She shall be inhabited!’ 
And of the cities of Judah, 
‘RThey shall be built, 
A I will raise up her ruins 
ain. Ze 1:6; Ma 5:18 ¢ Je 32:15, 44 
QILTE is 7 who says to the depth of 
the sea, ‘Be dried up!’ 
And I will make your rivers 
R ly. Is 42:15; 50:2; Je 50:38; 51:36 
28 “It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He 
is My shepherd! 
And he will perform all My 
desire.’ 
And he declares of Jerusalem, 
‘She will be built,’ 
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And of the temple, ‘Your 
foundation will be laid.’” 


God Uses Cyrus | 


Thus says the Lorp to Cyrus His 
anointed, 
Whom I have taken by the 
right hand, 
To subdue nations before him 
And to loose the loins of 
kings; 
To open doors before him so 
that gates will not be shut: 


yw 2 “I will go before you and 


Rmake the rough places 
smooth; 

I will shatter the doors of 
bronze and cut through 
their iron ®bars. 1s 40:4 « Je 51:30 

3 “I will give you the treasures of 
darkness 

And hidden wealth of secret 
places, 

So that you may know that it 


is I, 
The Lorp, the God of Israel, 
ieee pees you by your 
Ex 33:12, 17; Is 43:1; 49:1 
4 “For the sake of Jacob My 
servant, 
And Israel My chosen one, 
I have also ®called you by your 
name; 
I have given you a title of 
honor 
Though you have 8not known 
Is 41:8, 9; 44:1 © Is 43:1 © Ac 17:23 


Me. 
aes 5 “I am the Lorp, and there is 


no other; 

Besides Me there is no God. 

I will 8gird you, though you 
have not known Me; © Ps 18:39 

6 That men may know from the 

rising to the setting of the 
sun 

That there is ®no one besides 


e. 
I am the Lorp, and there is no 
other, Ps 102:15; Mal 1:11 « Is 45:5 
7 The One ®forming light and 
Rcreating darkness, 
Causing well-being and 
creating calamity; 
Iam the Lorp who does all 
these. Is 42:16 # Ps 104:20; 105:28 


Y 44:22 3% 45:2-3 3% 45:5-6 
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God’s Supreme Power 
8 “Drip down, O heavens, from 


a ove, 

And let the clouds pour down 
righteousness; 

Let the earth open up and 
salvation bear fruit, 

And righteousness spring up 
with it. 

I, the Lorp, have created it. 

9 “Woe to the one who quarrels 

with his Maker— 

An earthenware vessel among 
the vessels of earth! 

Will the clay say to the potter, 
‘What are you doing?’ 

Or the thing you are making 
say, ‘He has no hands’? 

10 “Woe to him who says to a 
father, ‘What are you 
begetting?’ 

Or to a woman, “To what are 
you giving birth?’” 

11 Thus says the Lorp, the Holy 

One of Israel, and his Maker: 
“Ask Me about the things to 
come concerning My sons, 
And you shall commit to Me 
the work of My hands. Je31.9 
ee 12 “It is | who Rmade the earth, 
and created man upon it. 
I stretched out the heavens 
with My hands 
And I ordained all their 
host. Is 42:5; 45:18; Je 27:5 

13 “I have aroused him in 

Rrighteousness 

And I will make all his ways 
smooth; 

He will build My city and will 
let My exiles go "free, 

Without any payment or 
reward,” says the Lorp of 
hosts. Is 41:2 © Is 45:2 © Is 52:3 


14 Thus says the Lorp, 
“The products of SEgypt and 
the merchandise of Cush 
And the Sabeans, men of 
stature, 
Will come over to you and will 
be yours; 
They will walk behind you, 
they will come over in 
chains 


‘Surely, God is with you, and 
there is none else, 


No other God.’” Ps 68:31; Is 19:21 
15 Truly, You are a God who 
hides Himself, 


O God of Israel, Savior! 1s 43:3 
16 They will be 8put to shame 
and even humiliated, all of 
them; 

The ®manufacturers of idols 
will go away together in 
humiliation. 1s 42:17; 44:9 « Is 44:11 

17 Israel has been saved by the 
LorD 

With an Reverlasting 
salvation; 

You will not be put to shame 
or humiliated 

To all eternity. — 1s 26:4; 51-6; Ro 11:26 


18 For thus says the Lorp, who 


Rcreated the heavens (He is the God 
who ®formed the earth and made it, 
He established it and did not create it 
a ®waste place, but formed it to be in- 
habited), 


“T am the Lorp, and there is 
none else. _ Is 42:5 « Is 45:12 Ge 1:2 
19 “RJ have not spoken in secret, 

In some dark land; 

I did not say to the offspring 
of Jacob, 
‘Seek Me in a waste place’; 

I, the Lorp, speak 
righteousness, 

Declaring things that are 
upright. Is 48:16 © Is 45:25; 65:9 


20 “8Gather yourselves and come; 
Draw near together, you 
fugitives of the nations; 
They have no knowledge, 
ee pees about their wooden 
ido 
And 8pray to a god who 
cannot Save. Is 43:9 « Is 44:17; 46:6, 7 
21 “Declare and set forth your 


case; 

Indeed, let them consult 
together. 

Who has announced this from 
of old? 

rhe has long since declared 
i 


Is it not I, the Lorp? 
And there is ®no other God 


And will bow down to you; besides Me, 
They will make supplication 
to you: Y% 45:12-13 
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A righteous God anda 
Savior; 

There is none except Me. 18 45:5 

22 “Turn to Me and ®be saved, all 
the ends of the earth; 

For I am God, and there is no 

other. Ts 30:15; 49:6, 12; 52:10 
23 “I have sworn by Myself, 

The 8word has gone forth 
from My mouth in 
righteousness 

And will not turn back, 

That to Me every knee will 
bow, every tongue will 
swear allegiance. Is 55:11 

24 “They will say of Me, ‘Only in 
the Lorp are righteousness 
and strength.’ 

Men will come to Him, 

And all who were angry at 
Him will be put to shame. 

25 “In the Lorp all the offspring of 
Israel 

Will be §justified and will 

glory.” 1 Ki 8:32; Is 53:11 


Babylon’s Idols and the 
True God 
4 Bel has bowed down, Nebo 
stoops over; 
Their images are consigned to 
the beasts and the cattle. 
The things that you carry are 
burdensome, 
A load for the weary beast. 
2 They stooped over, they have 
bowed down together; 
They could not rescue the 
burden, 
But "have themselves gone 
into captivity. Or their soul has 


3 “RListen to Me, O house of 
Jacob, 
And all §the remnant of the 
house of Israel, 
You who have been borne by 
Me from birth 
And have been carried from 


the womb; Is 46:12 © Is 10:21, 22 
yw 4 Even to your old age ®I will 
be the same, 


And even to your graying 
years I will bear you! 
I have done it, and I will carry 


you; 
And IJ will bear you and I will 
deliver you. Is 41:4; 43:13; 48:12 
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5 “To whom would you liken Me 
And make Me equal and 
compare Me, 
That we would be alike? 
6 “Those who lavish gold from 
the purse 
And weigh silver on the scale 
Hire a goldsmith, and he 
makes it into a god; 
They 8bow down, indeed they 


worship ie Is 44:15, 17 
7 “They 8lift it upon the shoulder 
and carry it; 


They set it in its place and it 
stands there. 

It does not move from its 
place. 

Though one may cry to it, it 
cannot answer; 

It cannot deliver him from his 


distress. Is 45:20; 46:1; Je 10:5 
8 “RRemember this, and be 
assured; 
RRecall it to mind, you 
transgressors. 1s 44:21 « Is 44:19 
9 “Remember the ®former things 
long past, 
For I am God, and there is no 
other; 


I am God, and there is no one 
like Me, De 32:7; Is 42:9; 65:17 
Le 10 Declaring the end from the 
beginning, 
And from ancient times thing's 
which have not been done, 
Saying, ‘My purpose will be 
established, 
And I will accomplish all My 
good pleasure’; 
11 Calling a ®bird of prey from 
the Feast, 
The man of 'My purpose from 
a far country. 
Truly I have spoken; truly I 
will bring it to pass. 
I have planned it, surely I will 
do it. Is 18:6 © Is 41:2 ¢ Lit His 


12 “RListen to Me, you stubborn- 
minded, 
Who are far from 
righteousness. Is 46:3 
13 “I bring near My righteousness, 
it is not far off; 
And My salvation will not 
delay. 


Y 46:4 3* 46:10-11 
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And I will grant salvation in 
Zion, 
And My glory for Israel. 


Lament for Babylon 
47 ene down and sit in the 
dus 
O virgin daughter of Babylon; 
Sit on the ground without a 


throne, 
O daughter of the Chaldeans! 
For you shall no longer be 
called tender and delicate. 
2 “Take the ®millstones and grind 
meal. 
Remove your veil, 8strip off 
the skirt, 
Uncover the leg, cross the 
rivers. Ex 11:5; Je 25:10 ¢ Is 32:11 
3 “Your nakedness will be 
uncovered, 
Your shame also will be 
exposed; 
I will take vengeance and will 
not spare a man.” 
4 Our ®Redeemer, the Lorp of 
hosts is His name, 
The Holy One of Israel. 
5 “Sit silently, and go into 
darkness, 
O daughter of the Chaldeans, 
For you will no longer be 
called 
The ®queen of kingdoms. 1s 47:7 
6 “I was angry with My people, 
I profaned My heritage 
And gave them into your 
hand. 
You did not show mercy to 
them, 
On the 8aged you made your 
yoke very heavy. De 28:50 
7 “Yet you said, ‘I will be a 
Rqueen forever,’ 
These things you did not 
Rconsider 
Nor remember the outcome of 
them. Is 47:5 © Is 42:25; 57:11 


8 “Now, then, hear this, you 
sensual one, 
Who dwells securely, 
Who says in your heart, 
‘Tam, and there is no one 
besides me. 
I will not sit as a widow, 
Nor know loss of children,’ 
9 “But these two things will 


Is 41:14 


come on you suddenly in 
one day 

Loss of ehilagen and 
widowhood. i 

They will come on you in full 
measure 

In spite of your many 
sorceries, 

In spite of the great power of 
your spells. Is 13:16, 18; 14:22 

10 “You felt secure in your 
wickedness and said, 
‘No one sees me,’ 

Your wisdom and your 
knowledge, they have 
deluded you; 

For you have said in your 

eart, 

‘I am, and there is no one 
besides me.’ Ps 52:7; 62:10; Is 59:4 

11 “But evil will come on you 

Which you will not know how 
to charm away 

And disaster will ‘fall on you 

For which you cannot atone; 

And destruction about which 
you do not know 

Will come on you suddenly. 


12 “Stand fast now in your ®spells 
And in your many sorceries 
With which you have labored 

from your youth; 
Perhaps you will be able to 
profit, 
Perhaps you may cause 
trembling. 
13 “You are wearied with your 
many counsels; 
Let now the astrologers, 
Those who prophesy by the 


Is 47:9 


stars, 

Those who predict by the new 
moons, 

Stand up and save you from 
what will come upon you. 

14 “Behold, they have become like 
stubble, 

Fire burns them; 

They cannot deliver 
themselves from the power 
of the flame; 

There will be ®no coal to 
warm by 

Nor a fire to sit before! 1s 44:16 

15 “So have those become to you 
with whom you have 
labored, 
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Who have trafficked with you 
from your youth; 

Each has wandered in his own 
Way; 

There is none to save you. 


Israel’s Obstinacy 
4 8 “RHear this, ¥ house of Jacob, 
who are named Israel 
And who came forth from the 
Tloins of Judah, 
Who anrat by the name of the 


Lor 
And a oke the God of Israel, 
But not in truth nor in 
righteousness. Is 46:12 « Lit waters 
2 “For they call themselves after 
the holy city 
And lean on the God of Israel; 
i sede of hosts is His 
Is 52:1; 64:10 
Sell Hoctarad the former things 
long ago 
And they went forth from My 
mouth, and I proclaimed 


them. 

RSuddenly I acted, and they 

came to pass. Is 29:5; 30:13 
4 “Because I know that you are 
obstinate, 

And your neck is an iron 
sinew 

And your forehead bronze, 

5 Therefore I declared them to 
you long ago, 

Before they took place I 
proclaimed them to you, 

So that you would not say, ‘My 
Ridol has done them, 

And my graven image and my 
molten image have 
commanded them.’ Je 44:15-18 

6 “You have heard; look at all 
this. 

Se you, will you not declare 


I ee to you ®new things 
from this time, 
Even hidden things which you 
have not known. 1s 42:9; 43:19 
7 “They are created now and not 
long ago; 
And before today you have 
not heard them, 
So that you will not say, 
‘Behold, I knew them.’ 
8 “You have not heard, you have 
not known. 
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Even from long ago your ear 
has not been open, 

Because I knew that you 
would deal very 


treacherously; 
And you have been called a 
rebel from "birth. _ Lit the petty 
9 “For the sake of My name I 
delay My wrath, 
And for My praise I restrain it 
for you, 


In order not to cut you off. 
10 “Behold, I have refined you, but 
not as silver; 
I have tested you in the 
furnace of affliction. 
11 “For My own sake, for My own 
sake, I will act; 
For how can My name be 
profaned? 
And My ® glory I will not give 
to another. De 32:26, 27: Is 42:8 


Deliverance Promised 
va 12 “Listen to Me, O Jacob, even 
Israel whom I called; 
I am He, I am the first, 1 am 
also the last. Is 44:6; Re 1:17; 22:13 
13 “Surely My hand founded the 
earth, 
And My right hand spread out 
the heavens; 
When I 8call to them, they 
stand together. Is 40:26 
14 “RAssemble, all of you, and 
listen! 
Who among them has 
declared these things? 
The Lorp loves him; he will 
carry out His good pleasure 


on Babylon, 
And His arm will be against 
the Chaldeans. Is 43:9; 45:20 


15 “I, even I, have spoken; indeed I 
have ®called him, 
I have brought him, and He 
will make his ways 


successful. Ts 41:2; 45:1, 2 
YF 16 wel near to Me, listen to 
this: 


From the first I have not 
spoken in secret, 

From the time it took place, I 
was there. 

And now the Lord Gop has 
sent Me, and His Spirit.” 


¥%* 48:12-13 2% 48:16-18 
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17 Thus says the Lorp, your Re- 
deemer, the Holy One of Israel, 
“I am the Lorp your God, who 
teaches you to profit, 
Who leads you in the way you 
should go. : 
18 “If only you had paid attention 
to My commandments! 
Then your well-being would 
have been like a river, 
And your righteousness like 
the waves of the sea. 
19 “Your descendants would have 
been like the sand, 
And your offspring like its 
grains; 
RTheir name would never be 
cut off or destroyed from 
My presence.” Is 56:5; 66:22 


20 Go forth from Babylon! Flee 
from the Chaldeans! 
Declare with the sound of 
joyful shouting, proclaim 


this 
Send it out to the end of the 


earth; 
Say, “The Lorp has redeemed 
His servant Jacob.” 

21 They did not thirst when He 
led them through the 
deserts. 

He made the water flow out of 
the rock for them; 

He split the rock and the 
water gushed forth. 

22 “There is no peace for the 
wicked,” says the Lorp. 


reek Reaches to the End of 
the Earth 
A9 Listen to Me, O islands, 
And pay attention, you 
peoples from afar. 
The Lorpb called Me from the 
womb; 
From the body of My mother 
He named Me. Is 42:4 
2 He has made My ®mouth like 
a sharp sword, 
In the shadow of His hand He 
has concealed Me; 
And He has also made Mea 
select arrow, 
He has hidden Me in His 
QUuiVEY. Is 11-4; He 4:12; Re 1:16; 2:12, 16 
3 He said to Me, “8You are My 
Servant, Israel, 
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RIn Whom I will show My 

glory.” Ze 3:8 © Is 44:23 
4 But I said, “I have toiled in 

vain, 

I have spent My strength for 
nothing and vanity; 

Yet surely the justice due to 
Me is with the Lorpb, 

And My 8reward with My 
God.” Is 65:23 © Is 35:4; 59:18 


5 And now Says the Lorpb, who 
formed Me from the womb 
to be His Servant, 

To bring Jacob back to Him, 
so that Israel might be 
gathered to Him 

(For I am honored in the sight 
of the Lorp, 

And My God is My strength), 

6 He says, “It is too small a 
thing that You should be My 
Servant 

To raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the 
Rpreserved ones of Israel; 

I will also make You a light Tof 
the nations 

So that My salvation may 
reach to the end of the 
earth.” Ps 37:28; 97:10 « Or to « Is 48:20 

7 Thus says the Lorp, the 
Redeemer of Israel and its 
Holy One, 

To the despised One, 

To the One abhorred by the 
nation, 

To the Servant of rulers, 

“Kings will see and arise, 

Princes will also bow down, 

Because of the Lorp who is 
faithful, the Holy One of 
Israel who has chosen You.” 


y* 8 Thus says the Lorp, 
“In a ®favorable time I have 
answered You, 

And in a day of salvation I 
have helped You; 

And I will keep You and ®give 
You for a covenant of the 
people, 

To restore the land, to make 
them inherit the desolate 
heritages; Ps 69:13; 2 Co 6:2 « Is 42:6 

9 Saying to those who are 
bound, ‘Go forth,’ 


Y 49:4 % 49:8-11 
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To those who are in darkness, 
‘Show yourselves.’ 
Along the roads they will feed, 
And their pasture will be on 
all 8bare heights. Is 41:18 
10 “They will not hunger or thirst, 
Nor will the scorching heat or 
sun strike them down; 
For He who has compassion 
on them will lead them 
And will guide them to 
Rsprings of water. 1s 35:7; 41:17 
11 “I will make all My mountains 


a road, — 
And My ®highways will be 
raised up. Is 11:16; 19:23: 35:8; 62:10 


12 saree these will come ®from 
afar; 

And lo, these will come from 
the 8north and from the 
west, 

a Ne from the land of 

4 Is 49:1; 60:4 ¢ Is 43:5, 6 
y* 13 Shout for joy, O heavens! 
And rejoice, O earth! 

Break forth into joyful 
shouting, O mountains! 

For the Lorp has comforted 
His people 

And will Shave compassion on 
His afflicted. ts 44:23 « Is 54:7, 8, 10 


Promise to Zion 
14 But Zion said, “The Lorp 
has forsaken me, 
And the Lord has forgotten 


15 “Can a woman forget her 
nursing child 
And have no compassion on 
the son of her womb? 
Even these may forget, but 81 
will not forget you. Is 44:21 
16 “Behold, I have inscribed you 
on the palms of My hands; 
Your walls are continually 
before Me. Song 8:6; Hag 2:23 
17 “Your builders hurry; 
Your destroyers and 
devastators 
Will depart from you. Is 10:6; 37:18 
18 “Lift up your eyes and look 
around; 
All of them gather together, 
Rthey come to you. 
As I live,” declares the Lorp, 
“You will surely put on all of 
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them as jewels and bind 
them on as a bride. Is 49:12 

19 “For your waste and desolate 
places and your destroyed 
land— 

Surely now you will be too 
cramped for the 
inhabitants, 

And those who ®swallowed 
you will be far away. Ps 56:1,2 

20 “The ®children of whom you 
were bereaved will yet say 
in your ears, 

‘The place is too cramped for 


me; 
Make room for me that I may 
live here.’ Is 54:1-3 
21 “Then you will 8say in your 
heart, 


‘Who has begotten these for 


me, 

Since I have been bereaved of 
my children 

And am barren, an Rexile and 
a wanderer? 

And who has reared these? 

Behold, I was left alone; 

From where did these 
come?’” Is 29:23; 54:6, 7 © Is 5:13 


22 Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Behold, I will lift up My hand 
to the nations 
And set up My standard to the 
peoples; 
And they will bring your sons 
in their bosom, 
And your daughters will be 
carried on their shoulders. 
23 “kKings will be your guardians, 
And their princesses your 
nurses. 
They will bow down to you 
with their faces to the earth 
And lick the dust of your feet; 
And you ibe. know that I am 
the Lor 
Those saa hopefully wait for 
Me will not be put to 
shame. Is 14:1, 2; 60:3, 10, 11 


24 “8Can the prey be taken from 
the mighty man, 
Or the captives of a tyrant be 
rescued?” Ma 12:29; Lk 11:21 
25 Surely, thus says the Lorp, 
“Even the captives of the 


% 49:13 % 49:14-16 
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mighty man will be taken 
away, 

And the prey of the tyrant will 
be rescued; 

For I will contend with the one 
who contends with you, 

And I will save your sons. 


26 “I will feed your oppressors 


with their own flesh, 

And they will become drunk 
with their own blood as 
with sweet wine; 

And all flesh will know that I, 
the Lorp, am your Savior 

And your ®Redeemer, the 


Mighty One of Jacob.” 1s 49:7 


God Helps His Servant 


D 


Thus says the Lorpb, 
“Where is the ®certificate of 
divorce 
By which I have sent your 
mother away? 
Or to whom of My creditors 
did I sell you? 
Behold, you were sold for your 
iniquities, 
And for your transgressions 
your mother was sent 
Way. De 24:1, 3; Je 3:8 ¢ Is 54:6, 7 
2 “Why was Shere Rno man when 
I came? 
When I called, why was there 
none to answer? 
Is My hand so short that it 
cannot ransom? 
Or have I no power to deliver? 
Behold, I dry up the sea with 
My rebuke, 
I make the rivers a wilderness; 
Their fish stink for lack of 
water 


And die of thirst. Is 41-28; 59:16; 66:4 


3 “I 8clothe the heavens with 


blackness 
And make sackcloth their 
covering.” Is 13:10; Re 6:12 


4 The Lord Gop has given Me 


the tongue of disciples, 

That I may know how to 
Rsustain the weary one with 
a word. 

He awakens Me morning by 
morning, 

He awakens My ear to listen 
as a disciple. Is 57:19; Je 31:25 
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5 The Lord Gop has 8opened 


My ear; 
And I was not disobedient 
Nor did I turn back. Ps 40:6; Is 35:5 


6 I gave My back to those who 


yaa! 


eet 


11 


strike Me, 

And My cheeks to those who 
pluck out the beard; 

I did not cover My face from 
humiliation and spitting. 

For the Lord Gop 8helps Me, 

Therefore, I am ®not 
disgraced; 

Hy I have set My face 
like flin 

And I ae that I will not be 
ashamed. Is 42:1; 49:8 « Is 45:17; 54:4 

He who vindicates Me is near; 

Who will contend with Me? 

Let us stand up to each other; 

Who has a case against Me? 

Let him draw near to Me. 

beh Rthe Lord Gop helps 

e@; 

Who is he who condemns Me? 

Behold, they will all wear out 
like a garment; 

The moth will eat them. 

Who is among you that 

fears the Lorpb, 

That obeys the voice of His 
Rservant, 

That ®walks in darkness and 
has no light? 

Let him trust in the name of 
the Lorp and rely on his 
God. Is 49:2, 3; 50:4 © Is 9:2; 26:9; Ep 5:8 

segs all you who kindle a 

ire, 

Who encircle yourselves with 
firebrands, 

Walk in the light of your fire 

And among the brands you 
have set ablaze. 

This you will have from My 
hand: 

You will lie down in torment. 


Is 41:10 


Israel Exhorted 


ol 


“Listen to me, you who pursue 
righteousness, 

Who seek the Lorn: 

Look to the rock from which 
you were hewn 

And to the quarry from which 
you were dug. 


% 50:7 3* 50:10 
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2 “Look to Abraham your 

father 

And to Sarah who gave birth 
to you in pain; 

When he was but one I called 
him, 

Then I blessed him and 
multiplied him.” ts 29-22: 41:8; 63:16 

3 ea Rthe Lorp will comfort 
io 

He will comfort all her ®waste 
places. 

And her wilderness He will 
make like Eden, 

And her desert like the garden 
of the Lorp; 

Joy and gladness will be 
found in her, 

Thanksgiving and sound of a 
melody. Is 40:1; 49:13 © Is 52:9 


4 “Pay attention to Me, O My 
people, 
And give ear to Me, O My 
nation 
For ! aa will go forth from 


And T will set My justice for a 
light of the peoples. 
5 “My ®righteousness is near, My 
salvation has gone forth, 
And My arms will judge the 
peoples; 
The coastlands will wait for 


€, 
And for My arm they will wait 
expectantly. Is 46:13; 54:17 
6 “RLift up your eyes to the sky, 
Then look to the earth 
beneath; 
For the sky will vanish like 
smoke, 
And the earth will wear out 
like a garment 
And its inhabitants will die in 
like manner; 
But My &salvation will be 
forever, 
And My righteousness will 
not wane. Is 40:26 © Is 45:17; 51:8 
7 “RListen to Me, you who know 
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8 “For the moth will eat them 

like a garment, 

And the grub will eat them 
like wool. 

But My righteousness will be 
forever, 

And My salvation to all 
generations.” Is 50:9 « Is 14:11; 66:24 


9 Awake, awake, put on 
strength, O arm of the 
LorD; 

Awake as in the days of old, 
the generations of long ago. 

Was it not You who cut Rahab 
in pieces, 

Who pierced the dragon? 


10 Was it not You who Rdried up 


the sea, 

The waters of the great deep; 

Who made the depths of the 
sea a pathway 

For the redeemed to cross 
over? Is 11:15, 16; 50:2; 63:11, 12 

11 So the 8ransomed of the 

Lorp will return 

And come with joyful 
shouting to Zion, 

And everlasting joy will be on 
their heads. 

They will obtain gladness and 
joy, 

And sorrow and sighing will 
flee away. Is 35:10; Je 31:11, 12 


12 “I, even I, am He who ®comforts 


you. 
Who are you that you are 
afraid of man who dies 
And of the son of man who is 
made like grass, Is 51:3 


13 That you have ®forgotten the 


Lorp your Maker, 

Who stretched out the 
heavens 

And laid the foundations of 
the earth, 

That you fear continually all 
day long because of the fury 
of the oppressor, 

As he makes ready to destroy? 

But where is the fury of the 


righteousness, Oppressor? De 6:12; 8:11; Is 17:10 
A people in whose ®heart is 14 “The exile will soon be set free, 

My law; and will not die in the dungeon, nor 
Do not fear the reproach of will his bread be lacking. 

man 15 “For I am the Lorp your 


Nor be ‘dismayed at their 
revilings. Is 51:1 ¢Ps37:31 % 51:11 
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God, who stirs up the sea and its 
waves roar (the Lorp of hosts is His 
name). 
16 “I have put My words in 
your mouth and have covered you 
with the shadow of My hand, to es- 
tablish the heavens, to found the 
earth, and to say to Zion, ‘You are My 
people.” 
17 Rouse yourself! Rouse 
yourself! Arise, O 
Jerusalem, 

You who have drunk from the 
Lorp’s hand the cup of His 
anger; 

The chalice of reeling you 
have drained to the dregs. 

18 There is none to guide her 
among all the sons she has 
borne, 

Nor is there one to take her by 
the hand among all the sons 
she has reared. 

19 These two things have 
befallen you; 

Who will mourn for you? 

The devastation and 
destruction, famine and 
sword; 

How shall I comfort you? 

20 Your sons have fainted, 

They lie helpless at the head 
of every street, 

Like an antelope in a net, 

Full of the wrath of the Lorp, 

The rebuke of your God. De 14:5 


21 Therefore, please hear this, 
you afflicted, 

Who are ®drunk, but not with 
wine: Is 54:11 © Is 29:9; 51:17; 63:6 

22 Thus says your Lord, the 
LorbD, even your God 
Who contends for His people, 
“Behold, I have taken out of 
your hand the cup of 
reeling, 

The chalice of My anger; 

You will never drink it again. 

23 “I will put it into the hand of 
your tormentors, 

Who have said to you, ‘8Lie 
down that we may walk 
over you.’ 

You have even made your 
back like the ground 

And like the street for those 
who walk over it.” Jos 10:24 
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Cheer for Prostrate Zion 
5 Awake, awake, 
Clothe yourself in your 
strength, O Zion; 
Clothe yourself in your 
beautiful garments, 
O Jerusalem, the holy city; 
For the uncircumcised and the 
unclean 
Will no longer come into you. 
2 Shake yourself from the dust, 
rise up, 
O captive Jerusalem; 
Loose yourself from the 
chains around your neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion. 

3 For thus says the Lorp, “You 
were sold for nothing and you will be 
redeemed ®without money.” Is 45:13 

4 For thus says the Lord ™Gop, 
“My people went down at the first 
into Egypt to reside there; then the 
Assyrian oppressed them without 
CauSe. Heb YHWH, usually rendered Lorp ¢ Ge 46:6 

5 “Now therefore, what do I have 
here,” declares the Lorp, “seeing that 
My people have been taken away 
without cause?” Again the Lorp de- 
clares, “Those who rule over them 
howl, and My name is continually 
blasphemed all day long. 

6 “Therefore My people shall 
Rknow My name; therefore in 
that day Iam the one who is speaking, 
‘Here I am.’” Is 49:23 

7 How lovely on the mountains 

Are the feet of him who brings 
good news, 

Who announces peace 

And brings good news of 
Thappiness, 

Who announces salvation, 

And says to Zion, “Your ®God 
reigns!” Lit good ¢ Ps 93:1; Is 24:23 

8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up 

their voices, 

They shout joyfully 
together; 

For they will see with their 
own eyes 

When the Lorp restores 
Zion. 

9 Break forth, shout joyfully 

together, 

You waste places of 
Jerusalem; 


% 52:6 
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For the Lorp has comforted 
His people, 

He has redeemed Jerusalem. 

LA 10 The Lorp has bared His 

holy arm 

In ae sight of all the nations, 

That all the ends of the earth 
may see 

The salvation of our God. 


11 Depart, depart, go out from 
there, 
- Touch nothing unclean; 
Go out of the midst of her, 
Rpurify yourselves, 
i shir see the vessels of 


Le 22: 2; Is 1:16 
Vb 12 But oe i will not go out in 
haste, 
Nor will you go ‘as fugitives; 
For the Lorp will go before 


you, 
And the God of Israel will be 
your rear guard. Lit in flight 
The Exalted Servant 
iva 13 Behold, My servant will 
prosper, 


He will be high and lifted up 
and greatly exalted. 
14 Just as many were astonished 
at you, My people, 
So His 8appearance was 
marred more than any man 
And His form more than the 


sonsofmen. | Is 53:2, 3 
y* 15 Thus He will sprinkle many 
nations, 


Kings will 8shut their mouths 
on account of Him; 

For what had not been told 
them they will see, 

And what they had not heard 
they will understand. Job 21:5 


The Suffering Servant 
5 Who has believed our 
message? 
And to whom has the arm of 
the Lorp been revealed? 
2 For He grew up before Him 
like a tender ‘shoot, 
And like a root out of parched 


ground; 
He has Rno stately form or 


majesty 
That we should look upon 
Him, 


Ss 
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Nor appearance that we 
should ‘be attracted to 
Him. Is 11:1 © Lit suckling ¢ Is 52:14 

He was despised and 
forsaken of men, 

A man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; 

And like one from whom men 
hide their face 

‘He was ®despised, and we did 
not esteem Him. Mk 10:33, 34 - 


4 Surely our Fgriefs He Himself 
Rbore, 
And our ‘sorrows He carried; 
Yet we ourselves esteemed 
Him stricken, 
Smitten of God, and 
afflicted. Ma 8:17 Or pains ¢ Jo 19:7 
5 But He was Fpierced through 
for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our 
iniquities; 
The chastening for our well- 
being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we are 
healed. 1s 53:8; He 9:28 « 1 Pe 2:24, 25 
6 All se us like sheep have gone 
astr. 
Each af { us has turned to his 
own way; 
But the Lorp has caused the 
iniquity of us all 
To Tfall on Him. 


He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His 


mouth; 

RLike a lamb that is led to 
slaughter, 

And like a sheep that is silent 
before its shearers, 

So He did not open His 
mouth. ‘Ac 8:32, 33; Re 5:6 

8 By oppression and judgment 

He was taken away; 

And as for His generation, 
who considered 

That He was cut off out of the 
land of the ‘living 

RFor the transgression of my 
people, to whom the stroke 
was due? Or life ¢ Is 53:5, 12 


Lit encounter Him 


5 


Y% 52:10 3% 52:12 2% 52:13 7% 52:15 
53:2 Lit desire 53:4 Or sickness 53:5 Or wounded 
$53:3-6-Ma 8:17 ¥53:7-Ma 27:12-14 
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9 His grave was assigned with 

wicked men, 

Yet He was with a ®rich man 
in His death, 

RBecause He had done no 
violence, 

Nor was there any deceit in 
His mouth. Ma 27:57-60 « Is 42:1-3 


10 But the Lorp was pleased 
To crush Him, putting Him to 


grief; 
If He would render Himself as 
a guilt 8offering, 
He will see His offspring, 
He will prolong His days, 
And the good pleasure of the 
rake will prosper in His 
and. Is 53:5 © Is 53:6, 12; Jo 1:29 
w* 11 a a result of the anguish of 
His soul, 
He will ®see it and be 
satisfied; 
By His knowledge the 
Righteous One, 
My Servant, will justify the 


many, 
As He will ®bear their 
iniquities. Jo 10:14-18 « Is 53:5, 6 
12 Therefore, I will allot Him a 
Rportion with the great, 
And He will divide the booty 
with the strong; 
Because He poured out 
Himself to death, 
And was numbered with the 
transgressors; 
Yet He Himself bore the sin of 


many, 
And interceded for the 
transgressors. — 1s 52:13; Ph 2:9-11 


The Fertility of Zion 

5 4 “Shout for joy, O barren one, 
you who have borne no 
child; 

Break forth into joyful 
shouting and cry aloud, you 
who have not travailed; 

For the sons of the ®desolate 
one will be more numerous 

Than the sons of the married 
woman,” says the LorD. ts 62:4 

2 “Enlarge the place of your tent; 

Stretch out the curtains of 
your dwellings, spare not; 

Lengthen your cords 

And strengthen your pegs. 
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3 “For you will spread abroad to 
the right and to the left. 
And your descendants will 
possess nations 
And will 8resettle the desolate 
CITIES. Ge 28:14; Is 43:5, 6; 60:3 ¢ Is 49:19 


4 “Fear not, for you will Snot be 
put to shame; 

And do not feel humiliated, 
for you will not be 
disgraced; 

But you will forget the shame 
of your youth, 

And the reproach of your 
widowhood you will 
remember no more. 1s 45:17 

yw 5 me rout Rhusband is your 
Maker, 

Whose name is the Lorp of 
hosts; 

And your Redeemer is the 
Holy One of Israel, 

Who is called the God of all 
the earth. Je 3:14; Ho 2:19 

6 “For the Lorp has called you, 

Like a wife ®forsaken and 
grieved in spirit, 

Even like a wife of one’s youth 
when she is rejected,” 

Says your God. Is 49:14-21; 50:1, 2; 62:4 

yw 7 “TFor a ®brief moment I 
forsook you, 

But with great compassion I 
will gather you. Lit me Is 26:20 

8 “In an 8outburst of anger 

I hid My face from you for a 
moment, 

But with everlasting 
lovingkindness I will Shave 
compassion on you,” 

Says the Lorp your 


Redeemer. Is 60:10 * Is 49:10, 13 
ige 9 ian ae is like the days of 
Noah to Me, 


When I swore that the waters 


of Noah 

Would ®not flood the earth 
again; 

So I have sworn that I will not 
be angry with you 

Nor will I rebuke you. Ge 9:11 

10 “For the mountains may be 

removed and the hills may 
shake, 


453:9-12-Ma 27:38, 57-60 2 53:11-12 2 54:5 
Y 54:7 3 54:9-10 
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But My lovingkindness will 
not be removed from you, 

And My covenant of peace 
will not be shaken,” 

Says ®the Lorp who has 
compassion on you. Is 54:8 


-_ 11 “O 8afflicted one, storm-tossed, 
and not comforted, 

Behold, I will set your stones 
in antimony, 

And your foundations I will 
lay in sapphires. Is 51:21 

12 “Moreover, I will make your 
battlements of Trubies, 

And your gates of crystal, 

And your entire wall of 
precious stones. Le. bright red 

OF 13 “RAIl your sons will be 
taught of the Lorp; 

And the well-being of your 
sons will be great. Jo 6:45 

14 “In righteousness you will be 
established; 

You will be far from 
oppression, for you will not 
fear; 

And from terror, for it will 
not come near you. Is 33:18 

15 “If anyone fiercely assails you 
it will not be from Me 

RWhoever assails you will fall 
because of you. Is 41:11-16 

16 “Behold, I Myself have created 
the smith who blows the 
fire of coals 

And brings out a weapon for 
its work; 

And I have created the 
destroyer to ruin. 

17 “No weapon that is formed 
against you will prosper; 

And every tongue that accuses 
you in judgment you will 
condemn. 

This is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lorb, 

And their vindication is from 
Me,” declares the Lorp. 


The Free Offer of Mercy 
5 ein Every one who 
yw thirsts, come to the waters; 
And you who have ®no money 
come, buy and eat. | 
Come, buy wine and milk 


RWithout money and without 
cost. La 5:4 © Ho 14:4; Ma 10:8 


SaaS 
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2 “Why do you spend money for 
what is not bread, 
And your wages for what does 
not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to Me, and 
Reat what is good, 
And delight yourself in 
abundance. Ps 22:26; Is 1:19; 62:8, 9 
3 ee your ear and come to 


e. 
Listen, that you may live; 
And I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, 
According to the faithful 
mercies shown to David. 
4 “Behold, I have made ®him a 
witness to the peoples, 
A leader and commander for 
the peoples. Ps 18:43; Je 30:9; Ho 3:5 
5 “Behold, you will call a nation 
you do not know, 
And a nation which knows 
you not will run to you, 
Because of the Lorp your 
fate ga the Holy One of 
sra 
For He has glorified you.” 


y* 6 ®Seek the Lorp while He may 
be found; 
Call upon Him while He is 
near. Ps 32:6; Is 45:19, 22; 49:8; Am 5:6 
7 Let the wicked forsake his 


way 
And the unrighteous man his 
Rthoughts; 
And let him return to the 
Lorp, 
si He will have compassion 
n him, 
FERS to our God, 
For He will abundantly 
pardon. Is 1:16, 19; 58:6 « Is 32:7; 59:7 
8 “For My thoughts are not 8your 
thoughts, 
Nor are your ways My ways,” 
declares the LORD. 1s 65:2; 66:18 
9 “For ®as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than 
your ways 
And My thoughts than your 
thoughts. Ps 103:11 
10 “For as the ®rain and the 
snow come down from 
heaven, 


Y 54:13-17 3% 55:1-4 2% 55:6-13 
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And do not return there 
without watering the earth 

And making it bear and 
sprout, 

And furnishing ®seed to the 
sower and bread to the 
eater; Is 30:23 © 2 Co 9:10 

11 So will My word be which 
goes forth from My mouth; 

It will not return to Me empty, 

Without accomplishing what I 
desire, 

And without succeeding in the 
matter for which I sent it. 

12 “For you will go out with joy 

And be led forth with peace; 

The mountains and the hills 
will break forth into shouts 
of joy before you, 

And all the trees of the field 
will clap their hands. 

13 “Instead of the 8thorn bush the 
cypress will come up, 

And instead of the nettle the 
myrtle will come up, 

And it will be a memorial to 
the Lorp, 

For an everlasting sign which 
will not be cut off.” Is 7:19 


Rewards for Obedience to God 
yF5 Thus says the Lorp, 
“RPreserve justice and do 
righteousness, 
For My salvation is about to 
come 
And My righteousness to be 
revealed. Is 1:17; 33:5; 61:8 
2 “How &blessed is the man who 
does this, 
And the son of man who takes 
hold of it; 
Who keeps from profaning the 
sabbath, 
And keeps his hand from 
doing any evil.” Ps 112:1; 119:1,2 
3 Let not the foreigner who has 
joined himself to the Lorp 


say, 
“The Lorp will surely separate 
me from His people.” 
Nor let the eunuch say, 
“Behold, Iam a dry tree.” 
vw 4 For thus says the Lorp, 
“To the eunuchs who keep 
My sabbaths, 
And choose what pleases Me, 
And hold fast My covenant, 
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5 To them I will give in My 

house and within My ®walls 
a memorial, 

And a name better than that 
of sons and daughters; 

I will give them an everlasting 
name which will not be cut 
off. 


6 “Also the foreigners who join 
themselves to the Lorpb, 

To minister to Him, and to 
love the name of the Lorn, 

To be His servants, every one 
who keeps from profaning 
the sabbath 

And holds fast My covenant; 

7 Even &those I will bring to My 
holy mountain 

And make them joyful in My 
house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be acceptable 
on My altar; 

For My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all the 
peoples.” Is 2:2, 3; 60:11; Mi 4:1, 2 

8 The Lord Gop, who ®gathers 
the dispersed of Israel, 
declares, 

“Yet others I will gather to 
Tthem, to those already 
gathered.” Is 11:12 © Lit him 


9 All you ®beasts of the field, 
All you beasts in the forest, 
Come to eat. Is 18:6; 46:11 

10 His watchmen are blind, 
All of them know nothing. 
All of them are mute dogs 
unable to bark, 
Dreamers lying down, who 
love to slumber; Eze 3:17 
11 And the dogs are greedy, they 
are not satisfied. 
And they are shepherds who 
have §no understanding; 
They have all 8turned to their 
Own way, 
Each one to his unjust gain, to 
the last one. Is 1:3 « Is 57:17; Je 22:17 
12 “Come,” they say, “let us get 
wine, and let us drink 
heavily of strong drink; 
And tomorrow will be like 
today, only more so.” 


Is 26:1; 60:18 
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Evil Leaders Rebuked » 
5 7 The righteous man perishes, 
A no man takes it to 


rt dewout men are taken 
away, while no one 
understands. 

For the righteous man is taken 
away from evil, Is 42:25; 47:7 

yw 2 He enters into peace; 

They rest in their Tbeds, 

Each one who ®walked in his 
upright way. Le. graves ¢ Is 26:7 

3 “But come here, you sons of a 

Rsorceress, 

ROffspring of an adulterer and 
a prostitute. Mal 3:5 « Is 1:4; Ma 16:4 

4 “Against whom do you jest? 

Against whom do you open 
wide your mouth 

And stick out your 
tongue? 

Are you not children of 
Rrebellion, 

Offspring of deceit, 

5 Who inflame yourselves 
among the oaks, 
Under every luxuriant tree, 
Who slaughter the children in 

the ravines, 
Under the clefts of the crags? 
6 “Among the 8smooth stones of 
the ravine 
Is es portion, they are your 
ot; 
Even to them you have poured 
out a drink offering, 
You have made a grain 
offering. 
Shall I relent concerning these 
things? Je 3:9; Hab 2:19 
7 “Upon a ®high and lofty 
mountain 
You have made your bed. 
You also went up there to 
offer sacrifice. Je 3:6; Eze 16:16 
8 “Behind the door and the 
doorpost 
You have set up your sign; 
Indeed, far removed from Me, 
you have 8uncovered 
yourself, 
And have gone up and made 
your bed wide. 
And you have made an 
agreement for yourself with 


Is 48:8 


them, 
You have loved their ‘bed, 


AS Sree 
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You have looked on their 

manhood. Eze 23:18 « Or lying down 
9 “You have journeyed to the 

king with oil 

And increased your perfumes; 

You have 8sent your envoys a 
great distance 

And made them go down to 
Sheol. Eze 23:16, 40 

10 “You were tired out by the 

length of your road, 

Yet you did not say, Tt is 
hopeless,’ 

You found renewed strength, 

Therefore you did not faint. 


11 “Of whom were you worried 

and fearful 

When you lied, and did not 
remember Me 

Nor give Me a thought? 

Was I not silent even for a 
long time 

So you do not fear Me? 

12 “I will declare your 
righteousness and your 
deeds, 

But they will not profit you. 

13 “When you cry out, ®let your 
collection of idols deliver 


you. 

But the wind will carry all of 
them up, 

And a breath will take them 


away. 
But he who takes refuge in Me 
will inherit the land 
And will ®possess My holy 
mountain.” Je 22:20; 30:14 « Is 65:9 


14 And it will be said, 
“Build up, build up, prepare the 
way, 
Remove every obstacle out of 
the way of My people.” 
yw 15 For thus says the ®high and 
exalted One 
Who lives forever, whose 
name is Holy, 
“T Rdwell on a high and holy 


place, 

And also with the contrite and 
lowly of spirit 

In order to revive the spirit of 
the lowly 

And to revive the heart of the 
contrite. Is 52:13 ¢ Is 33:5; 66:1 
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16 “For I will Snot contend forever, 
Nor will I always be angry; . 
For the spirit would grow faint 


before Me, 
And the ®breath of those whom 
Ihave made. Ge 6:3 ¢ Is 42:5 


17 “Because of the iniquity of his 
Runjust gain I was angry 
and struck him; 

I hid My face and was angry, 
And he went on turning 
away, in the way of his 


heart. Is 2:7; 56:11; Je 6:13 
18 “I have seen his ways, but I will 
Rheal him; 


I will lead him and restore 
comfort to him and to his 


mourners, Is 19:22; 30:26; 53:5 
wa 19 Creating the praise of the 
lips. 


Peace, peace to him who is far 
and to him who is near,” 
Says the Lorp, “and I will heal 
him.” Is 6:7; 51:16; 59:21; He 13:15 
20 But the ®wicked are like the 
tossing sea, 
For it cannot be quiet, 
And its waters toss up refuse 
and mud. Job 18:5-14; Is 3:9, 11 
21 “There is no peace,” says my 
God, “for the wicked.” 1s 49.4 


Observances of Fasts 
5 8 “RCry loudly, do not hold back; 
Raise your voice like a 
trumpet, 
And declare to My people 
their 8transgression 
And to the house of Jacob 
their Sins. Is 40:6 « Is 43:27; 50:1; 59:12 
w* 2 “Yet they ®seek Me day by day 
and delight to know My 
ways, 
As a nation that has done 
righteousness 
And has not forsaken the 
ordinance of their God. 
They ask Me for just 


decisions, 

oe delight in the nearness 

od. Is 1:11; Tit 1:16 
3) Why have we ®fasted and You 

do not see? 

Why have we humbled 
ourselves and You do not 
Tnotice?’ 


Behold, on the day of your fast 
you find your desire, 
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And drive hard all your 
workers. Mal 3:14; Lk 18:12 ¢ Lit know 
4 “Behold, you fast for 
contention and &strife 
and to strike with a wicked 


fist 

You te not fast like you do 
today to make your voice 
heard on high. Is 3:14, 15; 59:6 

5 “Is it a fast like this which I 
choose, a day for a man to 
humble himself? 

Is it for bowing Tone’s head 
like a reed 

And for spreading out 
Rgackcloth and ashes as a 
bed? 

Will you call this a fast, even 
an Racceptable day to the 
LORD? | Lit his ¢ 1 Ki 21:27 « Is 49:8; 61:2 

6 “Is this not the fast which I 
choose, 

To loosen the bonds of 
wickedness, 

To undo the bands of the yoke, 

And to let the oppressed go 
free 

And ®break every yoKe? _ 1s58:9 

YF 7 “Is it not to divide your bread 
with the hungry 

And 8bring the homeless poor 
into the house; 

When you see the naked, to 
cover him; 

And not to hide yourself from 
your own flesh? 1s 16:3, 4; He 13:2 

8 “Then your light will break 
out like the dawn, 

And your recovery will 
speedily spring forth; 

And your righteousness will 
go before you; 

The glory of the Lorp will be 
your rear guard. Is 58:10 

9 “Then you will call, and the 
Lorp will answer; 

You will cry, and He will say, 
‘Here I am.’ 

If you remove the yoke from 
your midst, 

The pointing of the finger and 
speaking wickedness, 

10 And if you ®give yourself to 
the hungry 

And satisfy the desire of the 
afflicted, 


Y 5719-21 % 58:2 %* 58:7-12 


817 


Then your light will rise in 
darkness 

And your gloom will become 
like midday. De 15:7; Is 58:7 

11 “And the Lorp will continually 

guide you, 

And satisfy your desire in 
scorched places, 

And give strength to your 
bones; 

And you will be like a watered 
garden, 

And like a spring of water 
whose waters do not fail. 
12 “Those from among you will 
rebuild the ancient ruins; 
You will 8raise up the age-old 
foundations; 

And you will be called the 
repairer of the breach, 

The restorer of the streets in 
which to dwell. Is 44:28 


Keeping the Sabbath 
13 “If because of the sabbath, you 

turn your foot 

From doing your own pleasure 
on My holy day, 

And call the sabbath a 
Rdelight, the holy day of the 
Lorp honorable, 

And honor it, desisting from 
your own ways, 

From seeking your own 
pleasure 

And speaking your own 
word, Ps 27:4; 42:4; 84:2, 10 # Is 55:8 

yw 14 Then you will take ®delight 

in the Lorp, 

And I will make you ride on 
the heights of the earth; 

And I will feed you with the 
heritage of Jacob your 
father. 

For the mouth of the Lorp has 
spoken.” Job 22:26; Is 61:10 


Separation from God 
5 Behold, the Lorp’s hand is 
~~ not so short 
That it cannot save; 
Nor is His ear so dull 
That it cannot hear. 

2 But your Riniquities have 
made a separation between 
you and your God, 

And your sins have hidden His 


ISAIAH 59:9 


face from you so that He 
does Rnot hearts 1:15; 50:1 « Is 58:4 
3 For your hands are defiled 


with blood 

And your fingers with 
iniquity; 

Your lips have spoken ~ 
Rfalsehood, 

Your tongue mutters 
wickedness. Is 28:15; 30:9; 59:13 


4 RNo one sues righteously and 
no one pleads honestly. 
They trust in confusion and 

speak lies; 
They conceive mischief and 
bring forth iniquity. 1s 5:7; 59:14 
5 They hatch adders’ eggs and 
Rweave the spider’s web; 
He who eats of their eggs dies, 
And from that which is 
crushed a snake ee 
forth. b 8:14 
6 Their webs will not bechnid 
clothing, 

-Nor will they ®cover 
themselves with their 
works; 

Their ®works are works of 
iniquity, 
And an act of violence is in 
their hands. Is 28:20 « Is 57:12: Je 6:7 
7 Their feet run to evil, 
And they hasten to shed 
innocent blood; 
Their thoughts are thoughts of 
iniquity, 
Devastation and destruction 
are in their highways. 
8 They do not know the ®way of 
peace, 
And there is no justice in their 
tracks; 
They have made their paths 
crooked, 
Whoever treads on them does 
not know peace. Lk 1:79 


A Confession of Wickedness 
9 Therefore ®justice is far from 


us, 
And eg adore ats does not 
overtake 
We ®hope for iaht, but behold, 
darkness, 
For brightness, but we walk in 
gloom. Is 59:14 ¢ Is 5:30; 8:21, 22 


Y% 58:14. 3% 59:1+2 
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10 We ®grope along the wall like And wrapped Himself with 
blind men, zeal as a mantle. Ep 6:14 
We pe like those who have 18 According to their deeds, so 
noe He will repay, 
We stumble at midday as in Wrath to His adversaries, _ 
the twilight, recompense to His enemies; 


Among those who are 
vigorous we are like dead 
Men. De 28:29; Job 5:14 ¢ Is 8:14, 15; 28:13 
11 All of us growl like bears, 
And moan sadly like doves; 
We — for justice, but there 


is no 
For Se ectice but it is far from 
us. Is 38:14; Eze 7:16 @ Is 59:9, 14 


12 For our transgressions are 
multiplied before You, 
And our sins testify against 
US; 
For our transgressions are 
with us, 
And we know our iniquities: 
13 Transgressing and denying 
the Lorp, 
And turning away from our 
God, 
Speaking oppression and 
revolt, 
Conceiving in and uttering 
from the heart lying words. 
14 Justice is turned back, 
And righteousness stands far 
away 
For ruth has stumbled in the 
street, 
And uprightness cannot enter. 
15 Yes, truth is lacking; 
And he who turns aside from 
evil makes himself a prey. 


Now the Lorp saw, 

And it was ‘displeasing in His 
sight that there was no 
JUSTICE. Is 5:23; 10:2; 29:21; 32:7 © Or evil 

16 And He saw that there was 
Rno man, 

And was astonished that there 
was no one to intercede; 

Then His own arm brought 
salvation to Him, 

And His righteousness upheld 
Him. Is 41:28; 63:5; Eze 22:30 

17 He put on ®righteousness like 
a breastplate, 

And a helmet of salvation on 
His head; 

And He put on garments of 
vengeance for clothing 


To the coastlands He will 

Tmake recompense. Lit repay 
yw 19 So they will fear the name 
of the Lorp from the west 

And His glory from the 8rising 
of the sun, 

For He will come like a 
Trushing stream 

Which the wind of the Lorp 
drives. Is 49:12 « Ps 113:3 © Lit narrow 

20 “A RRedeemer will come to 
Zion, 

And to those who turn from 
transgression in Jacob,” 
declares the Lorp. Ro 11:26 

21 “As for Me, this is My covenant 
with them,” says the Lorpb: “My Spirit 
which is upon you, and My words 
which I have put in your mouth shall 
not depart from your mouth, nor from 
the mouth of your offspring, nor from 
the mouth of your offspring’s off- 
spring,” says the Lorp, “from now and 
forever.” Is 55:11 


A Glorified Zion 
60. shine; for your 
light has come, 
And the glory of the Lorp has 
risen upon you. Is 52:2 
2 “For behold, 8darkness will 
cover the earth 
And deep darkness the 
peoples; 
But the Lorp will rise upon 
you 
cy His glory will appear 
pon YOu. Is 58:10; Je 13:16; Col 1:13 
3 “RNations will come to your 
light, 
And kings to the brightness of 
your rising. Is 2:3; 45:14, 22-25; 49:23 


4 “Lift up your eyes round about 
and see; 
They all gather together, they 
come to you. 
Your sons will come from afar, 
And your daughters will be 
carried in the arms. 
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5 “Then you will see and be 
Rradiant, 
And your heart will thrill and 
rejoice; 
Because the abundance of the 
sea will be turned to you, 
The wealth of the nations will 
come to you. Ps 34:5 ¢ Is 61:6 
6 “A multitude of camels will 
cover you, 
The young camels of Midian 
and ®Ephah; 
ei eee ae Sheba will 


Thee wil bring gold and 
frankincense, 

And will bear good news of the 
praises of the Lorp. Ge 25:4 

7 “All the flocks of Kedar will be 

gathered together to you, 

The rams of Nebaioth will 
minister to you; 


They will go up with 
acceptance on My altar, 

And I shall glorify My 
glorious house. Ge 25:13 

8 “RWho are these who fly like a 

cloud 

And like the doves to their 
lattices? Is 49:21 

9 “Surely the coastlands will 

wait for Me; 

And the Rships of Tarshish will 
come first, 


To bring your sons from afar, 

Their silver and their gold 
with them, 

For the name of the Lorp your 


God, 

And for the Holy One of Israel 
because He has glorified 
YOU. Ps 48:7; Is 2:16 © Is 14:2; 43:6; 49:22 


eae 10 “Foreigners will build up 


your walls, 

And their kings will minister 
to you; 

For in My ®wrath I struck you, 

And in My favor I have had 
compassion on you. Is 54:8 

11 “Your gates will be open 

continually; 

They will not be closed day or 
night, 


So that men may ®bring to you 
the wealth of the nations, 

With 8their kings led in 
PYOCeSSiON. Is 60:5 * Ps 149:8; Is 24:21 
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12 “For the 8nation and the 
kingdom which will not 
serve you will perish, 

fae me nations will be utterly 

ned. Is 14:2; Ze 14:17 

13 “The! Rolare of Lebanon will 
come to you, | 

The 8juniper, the box tree and 
the cypress together, 

To beautify the place of My 
sanctuary; 

And I shall make the place of 
My feet glorious. 1s 35:2 « Is 41:19 

14 “The ®sons of those who 
afflicted you will come 
bowing to you, 

And all those who despised 
you will bow themselves at 
the soles of your feet; 

And they will call you the city 
of the Lorp, 

The Zion of the Holy One of 
Israel. ts 14:1, 2; 45:14, 23; 49:23; Re 3:9 


15 “Whereas you have been 
Rforsaken and hated 
With no one passing through, 
I will make you an everlasting 
pride, 
A joy from generation to 
generation. Is 1:7-9; 6:11-13; Je 30:17 
16 “You will also 8suck the milk of 
nations 
And suck the breast of kings; 
Then you will know that I, the 
Lorb, am your Savior 
And your Redeemer, the 
Mighty One of Jacob. 1s66:11 
17 “Instead of bronze I will bring 


goid, 

And instead of iron I will 
bring silver, 

And instead of wood, bronze, 

And instead of stones, iron. 

And I will make peace your 
administrators 

And righteousness your 
overseers. 

18 “RViolence will not be heard 
again in your land, 

Nor ®devastation or 
destruction within your 
borders; 

But you will call your walls 
salvation, and your gates 
praise. Is 54:14 © Is 51:19 ¢ Is 26:1 


¥%* 60:10 
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19 “No longer will you have 
the 8sun for light by 


ay, 
Nor for brightness will the 
moon give you light; 
But you will have the Lorp 
for an everlasting light, 
And your God for your 
glory. Re 21:23; 22:5 © Is 2:5; 9:2 
20 “Your sun will no longer set, 
Nor will your moon wane; 
For you will have the Lorp for 
an everlasting light, 
And the days of your 
mourning will be over. Is 30:26 
21 “Then all your people will be 
righteous; 
They will possess the land 
forever, 
The branch of My planting, 
The work of My hands, 
That I may be Xglorified. 
wy 22 “The smallest one will 
become a ‘clan, 
And the least one a mighty 
nation. 
I, the Lorp, will hasten it in its 
time.” Is 10:22; 51:2 * Or thousand 


Is 61:3 


Exaltation of the Afflicted 
The Spirit of the Lord Gop 
is upon me, 
Because the Lorp has 
anointed me 
To bring good news to the 
afflicted; 
He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to captives 
And freedom to prisoners; 
2 To proclaim the favorable year 
of the Lorp 
And the day of vengeance of 
our God; 
To comfort all who mourn, 
3 To ®grant those who mourn in 
Zion, 
Giving them a garland instead 
of ashes, 
The oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, 
The mantle of praise instead 
of a spirit of fainting. 
So they will be called oaks of 
righteousness, 
The planting of the Lorp, that 
He may be glorified. — 1s60:20 
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4 Then they will rebuild the 
ancient ruins, 

They will raise up the former 
devastations; 

And they will repair the 
ruined cities, 

The desolations of many 
generations. 

5 RStrangers will stand and 
pasture your flocks, 

And foreigners will be your 
farmers and your 
vinedressers. Is 14:2; 60:10 

6 But you will be called the 
Rpriests of the Lorp; 

You will be spoken of as 
Rministers of our God. 

You will eat the }wealth of 
nations, 

And in their riches you will 
boast. Is 66:21 © Is 56:6 © Is 60:5, 11 

7 Instead of your shame you will 
have a double portion, 

And instead of humiliation 
they will shout for joy over 
their portion. 

Therefore they will possess a 
double portion in their land, 

Everlasting joy will be theirs. 

8 For I, the Lorp, love justice, 

I hate robbery in the burnt 
offering; 

And I will faithfully give them 
their recompense 

And make an everlasting 
covenant with them: 

yw 9 Then their offspring will be 
known among the nations, 

And their descendants in the 
midst of the peoples. 

All who see them will 
recognize them 

Because they are the 
Roffspring whom the Lorp 
has blessed. Is 44:3 


10 I will rejoice greatly in the 

Lorb, 

My soul will exult in my 
God; 

For He has ®clothed me with 
garments of salvation, 

He has wrapped me with a 
robe of righteousness, 

As a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, 


Y 60:22 % 61:16 % 61:9211 
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And as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels. Is 49:18; 52:1 
11 For as the 8earth brings forth 
its sprouts, 
And as a garden causes the 
things sown in it to spring 


up, 
So the Lord Gop will cause 
Rrighteousness and praise 
To spring up before all the 
nations. Is 4:2: 55:10 « Ps 72:3; 85:11 


Zion’s Glory and New Name 
6 For Zion’s sake I will not keep 
Silent, 
And for Jerusalem’s sake I 
will not keep quiet, 
Until her 8righteousness goes 
forth like brightness, 
And her salvation like a torch 
that is burning. 1s 1:26; 58:8; 61:11 
2 The ®nations will see your 
righteousness, 
And all kings your glory; 
And you will be called by a 
new name 
Which the mouth of the Lorp 
will designate. Is 60:3 
3 You will also be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of the 


ORD, 

And a royal 'diadem in the 

hand of your God. Lit turban 
y* 4 It will no longer be said to 

you, “8Forsaken,” 

Nor to your land will it any 
longer be said, “Desolate”; 

But you will be called, “My 
delight is in her,” 

And your land, “Married”; 

For the Lorp delights in you, 

And to Him your land will be 
married. Is 54:6, 7; 60:15, 18 

5 For as a young man marries a 

virgin, 

So your sons will marry you; 

And as the bridegroom 
rejoices over the bride, 

So your ®God will rejoice over 
you. Is 65:19 


6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I 
have appointed watchmen; 
All day and all night they will 
never keep silent. 
You who remind the Lorpb, 
take no rest for yourselves; 
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7 And ®give Him no rest until 
He establishes 

And makes Jerusalem a praise 

in the earth. Lk 18:1-8 

8 RThe Lorp has sworn by His 
right hand and by His 
strong arm, 

“T will never again give your 
grain as food for your 
enemies; 

Nor will foreigners drink your 
new wine for which you 
have labored.” Is 45:23; 54:9 

9 But those who garner it will 
eat it and praise the Lorp; 

And those who gather it will 
drink it in the courts of My 
sanctuary. Is 65:13, 21-23 


10 Go through, go through the 

gates, 

Clear the way for the people; 

Build up, build up the highway, 

Remove the stones, lift up a 
standard over the peoples. 

11 Behold, the Lorp has 

proclaimed to the 8end of 
the earth, 

Say to the daughter of Zion, 
“Lo, your ®salvation comes; 

Behold His reward is with 
Him, and His recompense 
before Him.” 1s 42:10; 49:6 Is 51:5 

yw 12 And they will call them, 

“RThe holy people, 

The redeemed of the Lorp”; 

And you will be called, 
“Sought out, a city not 
forsaken.” De 7:6; Is 4:3; 1 Pe 2:9 


God’s Vengeance on the Nations 
6 Who is this who comes from 
Edom, 
With garments of glowing 
colors from ®Bozrah, 
This One who is majestic in 
His apparel, 
Marching in the greatness of 
His strength? 
“Tt is I who speak in 
righteousness, mighty to 
save.” Is 34:6; Je 49:13; Am 1:12 
2 Why is Your apparel red, 
And Your garments like the 
one who &treads in the wine 
press? Re 19:13, 15 
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3 “I have trodden the wine 
trough alone, 
And from the peoples there 
was no man with Me. 
I also trod them in My anger 
And trampled them in My 


wrath; 
And their lifeblood is 
sprinkled on My garments, 
And I stained all My raiment. 
4 “For the §day of vengeance was 
in My heart, 
And My year of redemption 
has come. Is 34:8; 35:4; 61:2; Je 51:6 
5 “I looked, and there was no one 
to help, 
And I was astonished and 
there was no one to uphold; 
So My own arm brought 
salvation to Me, 
And My wrath upheld Me. 
6 “I trod down the peoples in My 


anger 

And made them drunk in My 
wrath, 

And I poured out their 
lifeblood on the earth.” 


God’s Ancient Mercies Recalled 
7 Ishall make mention of the 
lovingkindnesses of the 
Lorp, the praises of the 
Lorp, 
According to all that the Lorpb 
has granted us, 
And the great goodness 
toward the house of Israel, 
Which He has granted them 
according to His 
compassion 
And according to the 
abundance of His 
lovingkindnesses. 
8 For He said, “Surely, they are 
My people, 
Sons who will not deal 
falsely.” 
So He became their Savior. 
9 In all their affliction 7He was 
afflicted, 
And the Rangel of His 
presence saved them; 
In His love and in His mercy 
He redeemed them, 
And He lifted them and 
carried them all the days of 
old. Ju 10:16 © Ex 23:20-23; 33:14, 15 
10 But they rebelled 
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And grieved His Holy Spirit; 

Therefore He turned Himself 
to become their enemy, 

He fought against them. 

11 Then 8His people remembered 
the days of old, of Moses. 

Where is He who brought 
them up out of the sea with 
the shepherds of His flock? 

Where is He who put His 
Holy Spirit in the midst of 
Tthem, Ps 106:44, 45 ¢ Is 51:10 © Lit him 

12 Who caused His glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of 
Moses, 

Who Fdivided the waters 
before them to make for 
Himself an everlasting 
name, Ex 14:21, 22; Is 11:15; 51:10 

13 Who led them through the 
depths? 

Like the horse in the 
wilderness, they did not 
Rstumble; Je 31:9 

14 As the cattle which go down 
into the valley, 

The Spirit of the 3LorpD gave 
them rest. 

So You led Your people, 

To make for Yourself a 
glorious name. Jos 21:44; 23:1 


“You Are Our Father” 

15 Look down from heaven and 
see from Your holy and 
glorious habitation; 

Where are Your zeal and Your 
mighty deeds? 

The stirrings of Your heart and 
Your compassion are 
restrained toward me. 

16 For You are our Father, though 
Abraham does not know us 

And Israel does not recognize 
us. 

You, O Lorp, are our Father, 

Our ®Redeemer from of old is 
Your name. Is 41:14; 44:6; 60:16 

17 Why, O Lorp, do You ®cause us 
to stray from Your ways 

And harden our heart from 
fearing You? 

Return for the sake of Your 
servants, the tribes of Your 
heritage. Is 30:28; Eze 14:7-9 

18 Your holy people possessed 
Your sanctuary for a little 
while, 
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Our adversaries have ®trodden 
it down. Ps 74:3-7; Is 64:11 
19 We have become like those 
over whom You have never 
ruled, 
Like those who were not 
called by Your name. 


Prayer for Mercy and Help 
6 Oh, that You would aiid the 
heavens and come down, 

~ That the mountains might 
quake at Your presence— 

2 ‘As fire kindles the 
brushwood, as fire causes 
water to boil— 

To make Your name known to 
Your adversaries, 

That the nations may tremble 
at Your presence! 

3 When You did 8awesome 
things which we did not 
expect, 

You came down, the 
mountains quaked at Your 
presence. Ps 65:5; 66:3, 5; 106:22 

y* 4 For from days of old ®they 
have not heard or perceived 
by ear, 

Nor has the eye seen a God 
besides You, 

Who acts in behalf of the one 
who waits for Him. 1Co 2:9 

5 You ®meet him who rejoices in 
doing righteousness, 

Who remembers You in Your 
ways. 

Behold, You were angry, for 
we sinned, 

me poe tee in them a long 


And shall we be saved? Ex 20:24 
6 For all of us have become like 
one who is ®unclean, 
And all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy garment; 
And all of us wither like a 
leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away. Is 6:5 
7 There is no one who calls on 
Your nam 
Who arouses Vsincelt to take 
hold of You; 
For You have hidden Your face 
from us 
And have delivered us into the 
power of our iniquities. 
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8 But now, O Lorp, ®You are our 
Father, 
We are the &clay, and You our 
potter; 
And all of us are the work of 
Your hand. 1s 63:16 « Is 29:16; 45:9 
9 Do not be 8angry beyond 
measure, O Lorp, 
Nor remember iniquity 
forever; 
Behold, look now, all of us are 
Your people. Is 57:17; 60:10 
10 Your holy cities have become 
a wilderness, 
Zion has become a 
wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation. 
11 Our holy and beautiful house, 
Where our fathers praised 
You, 
Has been burned by fire; 
And all our precious things 
have become a ruin. 
12 Will You restrain Yourself at 
these things, O Lorp? 
Will You keep silent and afflict 
us beyond measure? 


A Rebellious People 
6 5 “T permitted Myself to be 
sought by ®those who did 
not ask for Me; 
I permitted Myself to be found 
Re those who did not seek 
e. 
I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ 
To a nation which did not call 
on My name. Ro 9:24-26; 10:20 
2 “8J have spread out My hands 
all day long to a rebellious 
people, 
Who walk in the way which is 
not good, following their 
own thoughts, Ro 10:21 
3 A people who continually 
Rprovoke Me to My face, 
Offering sacrifices in §gardens 
and burning incense on 
bricks; Job 1:11; 2:5; Is 3:8 ¢ Is 1:29; 66:17 
4 Who sit among graves and 
spend the night in secret 
places; 
Who eat swine’s flesh, 
And the broth of unclean meat 
is in their pots. Le 11:7; Is 66:3, 17 
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5 “Who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do 
not come near me, 
For I am holier than you!’ 
These are smoke in My 
nostrils, 
A fire that burns all the day. 
6 “Behold, it is written before 


e; 

I will 8not keep silent, but I 
will repay; 

I will even repay into their 
bosom, Ps 50:3, 21; Is 42:14; 64:12 

7 Both their own 8iniquities and 

the iniquities of their 
fathers together,” says the 


Lorpb. 
“Because they have burned 
incense on the mountains 
And scorned Me on the hills, 
Therefore I will measure their 
former work into their 
bOSOM.” Is 13:11; 22:14; 26:21; 30:13, 14 


8 Thus says the Lorp, 
“As the new wine is found in 
the cluster, 
And one says, ‘Do not destroy 
it, for there is "benefit in it,’ 
So I will act on behalf of My 
servants 
In order not to destroy all of 
them. Lit blessing « Is 1:9; 10:21, 22; 48:9 
9 “T will bring forth ®offspring 
from Jacob, 
And an heir of My mountains 
from Judah; 
Even My chosen ones shall 
inherit it, 
And ®My servants will dwell 
there. Is 45:19, 25; Je 31:36, 37 © Is 32:18 
10 “Sharon will be a pasture land 
for flocks, 
And the valley of Achor a 
resting place for herds, 
For My people who seek Me. 
11 “But you who forsake the Lorp, 
Who forget My holy 
mountain, 
Who set a table for Fortune, 
And who fill cups with mixed 
wine for Destiny, Heb Meni 
12 I will destine you for the 
Rsword, 
And all of you will bow down 
to the slaughter. 
Because I called, but you did 
not answer; 
I spoke, but you did not hear. 
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And you did evil in My sight 
And chose that in which I did 
not delight.” — 1s 27:1; 34:5, 6; 66:16 


13 Therefore, thus says the Lord 


OD, 
“Behold, My servants will ®eat, 
but you will be 8hungry. 
Behold, My servants. will 
drink, but you will be thirsty. 
Behold, My servants will 
rejoice, but you will be put 
to shame. Is 1:19 ¢ Is 8:21 
14 “Behold, My servants will 
shout joyfully with a glad 
heart, 
But you will ®cry out with a 
heavy heart, 
And you will wail with a 
broken spirit. Is 13:6; Ma 8:12 
15 “You will leave your name for a 
curse to My chosen ones, 
And the Lord Gop will slay 
you. 
But My servants will be called 
by another name. 
16 “Because he who is blessed in 
the earth 
Will be blessed by the ®God of 
truth; 
And he who swears in the 
earth 
Will swear by the God of truth; 
Because the former troubles 
are forgotten, 
And because they are hidden 
from My sight! —_ Ex 34:6; Ps 31:5 


New Heavens and a New Earth 
VF 17 “For behold, I create fnew 
heavens and a new earth; 
And the former things will not 
be remembered or come to 
mind. Is 66:22; 2 Pe 3:13; Re 21:1 
18 “But be glad and rejoice 
forever in what I create; 
For behold, I create Jerusalem 
for rejoicing 
And her people for gladness. 
19 “I will also 8rejoice in 
Jerusalem and be glad in 
My people; 
And there will no longer be 
heard in her 
The voice of weeping and the 
sound of crying. Is 62:4, 5: Je 32:41 
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20 “N o longer will there be in it an 
infant who lives but a few 
days, 
Or an old man who does not 
live out his days; 
For the youth will die at the 
age of one hundred 
And the one who does not 
reach the age of one 
hundred 
Will be thought accursed. 
21 “They will 8build houses and 
inhabit them; 
They will also plant 
vineyards and eat their 
fruit. Is 32:18: Am 9:14 
22 “They will not build and 
Ranother inhabit, 
They will not plant and 
another eat; 
For 8as the "lifetime of a tree, 
so will be the days of My 
people, 
And My chosen ones will 
wear out the work of their 
hands. Is 62:8, 9 « Ps 92:12-14 © Lit days 
23 “They will 8not labor in vain, 
Or bear children for calamity; 
For they are the ‘offspring of 
those blessed by the Lorp, 
And their descendants with 
them. De 28:3-12; Is 55:2 © Lit seed 
24 “It will also come to pass that 
before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are still speaking, I will 
hear. Ps 91:15; Is 55:6; 58:9; Da 9:20-23; 10:12 

25 “The 8wolf and the lamb will 
graze together, and the ®lion will eat 
straw like the ox; and "dust will be the 
serpent’s food. They will do no evil or 
harm in all My holy mountain,” says 
the Lorp. Is 11:6 « Is 11:7 © Ge 3:14; Mi 7:17 


Heaven Is God’s Throne 
6 Thus says the Lorp, 
“Heaven is My throne and the 
earth is My footstool. 
Where then is a house you 
could build for Me? 
And where is a place that ‘1 
may rest? Lit is My resting place? 
2 “For 3My hand made all these 
things, 
Thus all these things came 
into being,” declares the 
LORD. 
“But to this one I will look, 
To him who is humble and 
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contrite of spirit, and who 
trembles at My word. | 1s 40:26 


Hypocrisy Rebuked 


3 “But he who kills an ox is like 
one who slays a man; 

He who sacrifices a lamb is 
like the one who breaks a 
dog’s neck; 

He who offers a grain offering 
is like one who offers 
Rswine’s blood; 

He who burns incense is like 
the one who blesses an idol. 

As they have chosen their own 
ways, 

And their soul delights in their 
Rabominations, 1s 65:4 « Is 44:19 

4 So I will choose their 
punishments 

And will bring on them what 
they dread. 

Because I called, but no one 
answered; 

I spoke, but they did not 
listen. 

And they did evil in My 
sight 

And chose that in which I did 
not delight.” Pr 1:31, 32; Is 65:7 

5 Hear the word of the Lorp, 
you who ®tremble at His 
word: 

“Your brothers who ®hate you, 
who exclude you for My 
name’s sake, 

Have said, ‘Let the Lorp be 
glorified, that we may see 
your joy.’ 

But they will be put to 
shame. Is 66:2 © Ps 38:20; Is 60:15 

6 “A voice of uproar from the 
city, a voice from the 
temple, 

The voice of the Lorp who is 
Rrendering recompense to 
His enemies. 1s 59:18; 65:6; Joel 3:7 


7 “Before she travailed, ®she 
brought forth; 
Before her pain came, she 
gave birth to a boy. 1s 37:3; 54:1 
8 “Who has heard such a thing? 
Who has seen such things? 
Can a land be born in one 
day? 
Can a nation be brought forth 
all at once? 
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As soon as Zion travailed, she 
also brought forth her sons. 
9 “Shall I bring to the point of 
birth and 8not give 
delivery?” says the Lorp. 
“Or shall I who gives delivery 
shut the womb?” says your 
God. Is 37:3 


Joy in Jerusalem’s Future 
10 “Be joyful with Jerusalem and 
rejoice for her, all you who 
love her; 

Be exceedingly glad with her, 
all you who mourn over her, 

11 That you may nurse and be 
satisfied with her 
comforting breasts, 

That you may suck and be 
delighted with her 
Rpountiful bosom.” Is 60:1, 2; 62:2 

12 For thus says the Lorp, 
“Behold, I extend peace to 
her like a river, 

And the glory of the nations 
like an overflowing stream; 

And you will be nursed, you 
will be carried on the hip 
and fondled on the knees. 

yw 13 “As one whom his mother 
comforts, so I will comfort 


you; 

And you will be comforted in 
Jerusalem.” 

14 Then you will 8see this, and 
your heart will be glad, 

And your bones will flourish 
like the new grass; 

And the hand of the Lorp will 
be made known to His 
servants, 

But He will be indignant 
toward His enemies. 15 33:20 

é aN 15 For behold, the Lorp will 
Soa) come in fire 

And His chariots like the 
whirlwind, 

To render His anger with fury, 

And His rebuke with flames of 
fire. Is 10:17; 30:27, 33; 31:9 

16 For the Lorp will execute 
judgment by fire 

And by His sword on all flesh, 

And those slain by the Lorp 
will be many. _ 1s 30:30; Eze 38:22 

wy 17 “Those who sanctify and 
purify themselves to go to 
the ®gardens, 
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Following one in the center, 

Who eat ®swine’s flesh, 
detestable things and mice, 

Will come to an end 
altogether,” declares the 
LorD. Is 1:29; 65:3 © Le 11:7; Is 65:4 

18 “For I know their works and 
their thoughts; the time is coming to 
gather all nations and tongues. And 
they shall come and see My glory. 

19 “I will set a 8sign among them 
and will send survivors from them to 
the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, 
Meshech, Tubal and Javan, to the dis- 
tant coastlands that have neither 
heard My fame nor seen My glory. 
And they will declare My glory 
among the nations. — Is 11:10, 12; 49:22; 62:10 

20 “Then they shall bring all your 
brethren from all the nations as a 
grain offering to the Lorp, on horses, 
in chariots, in litters, on mules and on 
camels, to My 8&holy mountain 
Jerusalem,” says the Lorp, “just as the 
sons of Israel bring their grain offer- 
ing in a §clean vessel to the house of 
the Lorp. Is 2:2, 3; 11:9; 56:7; 65:11, 25 © Is 52:11 

21 “I will also take some of them 
for ®priests and for Levites,” says the 
Lorb. Ex 19:6; Is 61:6; 1 Pe 2:5, 9 

22 “For just as the new heavens 

and the new earth 
Which I make will endure 
before Me,” declares the 
Lorp, 
“So your offspring and your 
Rname will endure. Is 56:5 
23 “And it shall be from knew 
moon to new moon 
And from sabbath to 
sabbath, 
All mankind will come to bow 
oe before Me,” says the 
OR Is 1:13, 14; Eze 46:1, 6 
24 “Then they will go forth and 
look 
On the ®corpses of the men 
Who have Rtransgressed 
against Me 
For their worm will not die 
And their fire will not be 
quenched; 
And they will be an 
abhorrence to all 
mankind.” 1s 5:25; 34:3 « Is 1:28; 24:20 


Y 66:13 2 66:15-16 2% 66:17-24 


JEREMIAH 


Author: Jeremiah was the son of Hil- 
kiah the priest and lived just 
over two. miles. north of 
Jerusalem. The book clearly 
states that Jeremiah is its au- 
thor, and that he dictated all 
his prophecies to his secretary 
Baruch. A first copy of the work 
was destroyed by the king, 
after which Jeremiah produced 
a more complete edition 
(36-38). The only segment of 
this book not credited to Jere- 
miah is chapter 52. This sup- 
plement is almost identical to 
2 Kings 24:18-25:30, and 
may have been added by 
Baruch. Daniel alludes to Je- 
remiah’s prophecy of the sev- 
enty-year captivity (25:11-14; 
29:10; Da 9:2), and Jere- 
miah’s authorship is also 
confirmed by Ecclesiasticus, 
Josephus, and the Talmud. 


Time: Cc. 627-580 B.c. 
Key Verse: Je 7:23-24 


Jeremiah’s Call and 
Commission 
The words of Jeremiah the son of 
Hilkiah, of the priests who were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 

2 to whom the word of the Lorp 
came in the days of Josiah the son of 
RAmon, king of Judah, in the thir- 
teenth year of his reign. 2 Ki 21:18, 24 

3 It came also in the days of Je- 
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, until the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, until the exile of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month. 

4 Now the word of the Lorp 
came to me Saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, 
And before you were born I 
consecrated you; 


Theme: In the Book of Jeremiah we get 
an intimate picture of this 
prophet’s life and thoughts. He 
was constantly rejected for 
speaking God’s message, 
often lamenting to God. For 
this fact he is often called the 
weeping prophet. His ministry 
begins in 527 s.c., during the 
reign of King Josiah, who 
brought about reform after 
finding the Book of Deuteron- 
omy in the temple. By that 
time Judah was a weak king- 
dom that was subject to the 
major political forces of the 
day, which were Egypt and 
Babylon. While Josiah’s reform 
was certainly a step in the right 
direction, many of the people 
didn’t follow through on the 
implications of what the law 
taught. Jeremiah demon- 
strated God’s perspective on 
the political upheaval going on 
throughout Judah in his day. 


I have appointed you a 
prophet to the nations.” 

6 Then &I said, “Alas, Lord Gop! 

Behold, I do not know how to 
speak, 

Because I am a youth.” 

7 But the Lorp said to me, 
“Do not say, ‘Iam a youth, 

RBecause everywhere I send 
you, you shall go, 

And all that I command you, 
you shall speak. Eze 2:3, 4 

8 “Do not be afraid of them, 

For I am with you to deliver 
you,” declares the Lorp. 

9 Then the Lorp stretched out 
His hand and ®touched my mouth, 
and the Lorp said to me, 

“Behold, I have put My words 
in your mouth. © 1s 6:7; Mk 7:33-35 
10 “See, 8I have appointed you 


Ex 4:10 
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this day over the nations 
and over the kingdoms, 
To pluck up and to break 


down, 
To destroy and to overthrow, 
To build and to plant.” — Re 11:3-6 
The Almond Rod and 
Boiling Pot 


11 The word of the Lorp came to 
me saying, “What do you see, ®Jere- 
miah?” And I said, “I see a rod of an 
Talmond tree.” Je 24:3; Am 7:8 ¢ Heb shaqed 

12 Then the Lorp said to me, “You 
have seen well, for 81 am watching 
over My word to perform it.” —_Je 31.28 

13 The word of the Lorp came to 
me a second time saying, “What do 
you see?” And I said, “I see a boiling 
pot, facing away from the north.” 

14 Then the Lorp said to me, 
“ROut of the north the evil ‘will break 
forth on all the inhabitants of the 
land. Is 41:25; Je 4:6; 10:22 © Lit will be opened 

15 “For, behold, I am calling Rall 
the families of the kingdoms of the 
north,” declares the Lorp; “and they 
will come and they will set each one 
his throne at the entrance of the gates 
of Jerusalem, and against all its walls 
round about and against all the ®cities 
of Judah. Je 25:9 © Is 22:7; Je 39:3 © Je 4:16; 9:11 

16 “I will pronounce My judg- 
ments on them concerning all their 
wickedness, whereby they have ®for- 
saken Me and have offered sacrifices 
to other gods, and worshiped the 
works of their own hands. De 28:20 

17 “Now, gird up your loins and 
arise, and speak to them all which I 
command you. 8Do not be dismayed 
before them, or I will dismay you be- 
fore them. 1 Ki 18:46; Job 38:3 * Eze 2:6; 3:16-18 

18 “Now behold, I have made you 
today as a fortified city and as a pillar 
of iron and as walls of bronze against 
the whole land, to the kings of Judah, 
to its princes, to its priests and to the 
people of the land. 

19 “They will fight against you, 
but they will not overcome you, for ®I 
am with you to deliver you,” declares 
the Lorp. Nu 14:9; Je 1:8; 20:11 


Judah’s Apostasy 
Now the word of the Lorp came to 
me saying, 
2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of 
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Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the 
Lorb, i 
“I remember concerning you 
the devotion of your youth, 
The love of your betrothals, 
RYour following after Me in 
the wilderness, 
Through a land not sown. 
3 “Israel was holy to the Lorp, 
The first of His harvest. 
All who ate of it became 
guilty; 
Evil came upon them,” 
declares the Lorb.’” 

4 Hear the word of the Lorp, O 
house of Jacob, and all the families of 
the house of Israel. 

5 Thus says the Lorp, 

“RWhat injustice did your 
fathers find in Me, 
That they went far from Me 
And walked after emptiness 
and became empty? Is 5:4; Mi 6:3 
6 “They did not say, ‘Where is the 
LorD 
Who brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, 
Who led us through the 
wilderness, 
Through a land of deserts and 
of pits, 
Through a land of drought 
and of deep darkness, 
Through a land that no one 
crossed 
And where no man dwelt?’ 
7 “I brought you into the 8fruitful 
land 
To eat its fruit and its good 
things. 
But you came and defiled My 
land, 
And My inheritance you made 
an abomination. De 8:7-9; 11:10-12 
8 “The 8priests did not say, 
‘Where is the Lorp?’ 
And those who handle the law 
did not know Me; 
The rulers also transgressed 
against Me, 
And the prophets prophesied 
by Baal 
And walked after things that 
did not profit. Je 10:21 « Je 23:13 


9 “Therefore I will yet contend 
with you,” declares the 
Lorp, 
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“And with your sons’ sons I 
will contend. — Je 2:35; Eze 20:35, 36 
10 “For ®cross to the coastlands of 
Kittim and see, 

And send ‘to Kedar and 
observe closely 

And see if there has been such 
a thing as this! Is 23:12 

11 “Has a nation changed gods 

When they were not gods? 

But My people have changed 
their glory 

For that which does not profit. 

12 Re Pepelied, RO heavens, at 
is, 

And shudder, be very 
desolate,” declares the 
LorD. Is 1:2; Je 4:23 

13 “For My people have 
committed two evils: 

They have forsaken Me, 

The fountain of living waters, 

To hew for themselves 
Rcisterns, 

Broken cisterns 

That can hold no water. Je 14:3 

14 “Is Israel a slave? Or is hea 

homeborn servant? 

Why has he become a prey? 

15 “The fa Rlions have roared 
at 

They have roared loudly. 

And they have made his land 
a waste; 

His cities have been 
destroyed, without 
inhabitant. Je 50:17 © Je 4:7 

16 “Also the men of "Memphis and 
Tahpanhes 

Have shaved the crown of 

your head. Is 19:13; Je 44:1; Ho 9:6 
17 “Have you not done this to 
yourself 

By your forsaking the Lorp 
your God 

When He led you in the 
way? : 

18 “But now what are you doing 
Ron the road to Egypt, 

To drink the waters of the 
RNile? 

Or what are you doing on the 
road to Assyria, 

To drink the waters of the 
Euphrates? Is 30:2 ¢ Jos 13:3 

19 “8Your own wickedness will 
correct you, 
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And your apostasies will 
reprove you; 

Know therefore and see that it 
is evil and bitter 

For you to forsake the Lorp 
your God, 

And the dread of Me is not in 
you,” declares the Lord Gop 
of hosts. Is 3:9; Je 4:18; Ho 5:5 


20 “For long ago ®I broke your 
yoke 
And tore off your bonds; 
But you said, ‘I will not serve!’ 
For on every high hill 
And under every green tree 
You have lain down as a 
harlot. Le 26:13 
21 “Yet I paeeG you a choice 
vin 
A eae: faithful seed. 
How then have you turned 
yourself before Me 
Into the ®degenerate shoots of 
a foreign vine? Is 5:4 
22 “Although you ®wash yourself 
with lye 
And use much soap, 
The stain of your iniquity is 
before Me,” declares the 
Lord Gop. Je 4:14 
23 “RHow can you say, ‘I am not 
defiled, 
I have not gone after the 
Baals’? 
Look at your way in the 
valley! 
Know what you have done! 
You are a swift young camel 
entangling her ways, Pr 30:12 
24 A ®wild donkey accustomed to 
the wilderness, 
That sniffs the wind in her 
passion. 
In the time of her "heat who 
can turn her away? 
All who seek her will not 
become weary; 
In pe month they will find 
Je 14:6 * Lit occasion 
25 ‘Reep ' your feet from being 
unshod 
And your throat from thirst; 
But you said, ‘It is hopeless! 
No! For I have loved strangers, 
And after them I will walk.’ 


26 “As the ®thief is shamed when 
he is discovered, 
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So the house of Israel is 
shamed; 

They, their kings, their princes 

And their priests and their 


prophets, Je 48:27 
27 Who say to a tree, ‘You are my 
father, 
And to a stone, ‘You gave me 
birth.’ 
For they have turned their 
Rpack to Me, 


And not their face; 

But in the time of their trouble 
they will say, 

‘Arise and save us.’ _Je 18:17; 32:33 

28 “But where are your gods 

Which you made for yourself? 

Let them arise, if they can 
Rgave you 

In the time of your trouble; 

For according to the number 
of your cities 

Are your gods, O Judah. Je 11:12 


29 “Why do you contend with Me? 
You have Rall transgressed 
against Me,” declares the 


Lorp. Je 5:1; 6:13; Da 9:11 
30 “In vain I have struck your 
sons; 


They accepted no chastening. 
Your sword has devoured your 
prophets 
Like a destroying lion. 
31 “O generation, heed the word 
of the Lorp. 
Bente I penn a wilderness to 
sra 
Ora Rland of thick darkness? 
Why do My people say, ‘’We 
are free to roam; 
We will no longer come to 
You’? Is 45:19 © De 32:15; Je 2:20, 25 
32 “Can a virgin forget her 
ornaments, 
Or a bride her attire? 
rity My people have forgotten 
e€ 


Days without number. 
33 “How well you prepare your 
way 
To seek love! 
Therefore even the wicked 
women 
You have taught your ways. 
34 “Also on your skirts is found 
The lifeblood of the innocent 
poor; 
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You did not find them 
breaking in. 
But in spite of all these things, 
35 Yet you said, ‘I am innocent; 
Surely His anger is turned 
away from me,’ 
Behold, I will Senter into 
judgment with you 
Because you &say, ‘I have not 
sinned.’ Je 25:31 Pr 28:13; 1 Jo 1:8, 10 
36 “Why do you ®go around so 
much 
Changing your way? 
Also, you will be put to shame 
by Egypt 
As you were put to shame by 
Assyria. Je 2:23; 31:22; Ho 12:1 
37 “From anis place also you will 
go out 
With Ryour hands on your 
head; 
For the Lorp has rejected 
Rthose in whom you trust, 
And you will not prosper with 
them.” 2 Sa 13:19; Je 14:3, 4 « Je 37:7-10 


The Polluted Land 
ee God says, “®If a husband 


divorces his wife 

And she goes from him 

And belongs to another 
man, 

Will he still return to her? 

Will not that land be 
completely polluted? 

But you are a harlot with 
many lovers; 

Yet you turn to Me,” declares 
the LoRD. De 24:1-4 Je 4:1; Ze 1:3 

2 “Lift up your eyes to the ®bare 

heights and see; 

Where have you not been 
violated? 

By the roads you have sat for 
them 

Like an Arab in the desert, 

And you have 8polluted a land 

With your harlotry and with 
your wickedness. Je 2:7 

3 “Therefore the showers have 

been withheld, 

And there has been no spring 
rain. 

Yet you had a harlot’s 
forehead; 

You refused to be ashamed. 


3:1 
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4 “Have you not just now called 
to Me, 
‘My Father, You are the friend 
» of my youth? 
5 ‘Will He be angry forever? 
Will He be indignant to the 
end?’ 
Behold, you have spoken 
And have done evil things, 
And you have had your way.” 


Faithless Israel 

6 Then the Lorp said to me in the 
days of Josiah the king, “Have you 
seen what faithless Israel did? She 
Rwent up on every high hill and under 
every green tree, and she was a harlot 
there. Je 17:2; Eze 23:4-10 

7 “I thought, ‘After she has done 
all these things she will return to Me’; 
but she did not return, and her 
Rtreacherous sister Judah saw it. 

8 “And I saw that for all the adul- 
teries of faithless Israel, I had sent her 
away and &given her a writ of divorce, 
yet her ®treacherous sister Judah did 
not fear; but she went and was a har- 
lot also. De 24:1, 3; Is 50:1 ¢ Eze 16:46, 47; 23:11 

9 “Because of the lightness of her 
harlotry, she ®polluted the land and 
committed adultery with ®stones and 
trees. Je 2:7; 3:2 © Is 57:6; Je 2:27; 10:8 

10 “Yet in spite of all this her 
treacherous sister Judah did not re- 
turn to Me with all her heart, but 
rather in ®deception,” declares the 
Lorp. Je 12:2; Ho 7:14 


God Invites Repentance 
11 And the Lorp said to me, 
“RFaithless Israel has proved herself 
more righteous than treacherous 
Judah. Eze 16:51, 52; 23:11 
12 “Go and proclaim these words 
toward the north and say, 
‘Return, faithless Israel,’ 
declares the Lorp; 
‘I will not look upon you in 
anger. 
For I am gracious, declares 
the Lorp; 
‘T will not be angry forever 
13 ‘Only acknowledge your 
iniquity, 
That you have transgressed 
against the Lorp your God 
And have scattered your 
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favors to the strangers 
under every green tree, 
And you have not obeyed My 
voice, declares the Lorp. 
14 ‘Return, O faithless sons,’ 
declares the Lorp; 
‘For Iam a master to you, 
And I will take you one from a 
city and two from a family, 
And I will bring you to Zion.’ 
15 “Then I will give you 8shep- 
herds after My own heart, who will 
Rfeed you on knowledge and under- 
standing. Je 23:4; 31:10; Eze 34:23; Ep 4:11 © Ac 20:28 
16 “It shall be in those days when 
you are multiplied and increased in 
the land,” declares the Lorp, “they 
will ®no longer say, ‘The ark of the 
covenant of the Lorpb.’ And it will not 
come to mind, nor will they remem- 
ber it, nor will they miss it, nor will it 
be made again. Is 65:17 
17 “At that time they will call 
Jerusalem ‘The Throne of the Lorp,’ 
and all the nations will be gathered to 
it, to Jerusalem, for the name of the 
Lorp; nor will they walk anymore 
after the stubbornness of their evil 
heart. Je 17:12; Eze 43:7 « Is 60:9 ¢ Je 11:8 
18 “RIn those days the house of 
Judah will walk with the house of Is- 
rael, and they will come together 
Rfrom the land of the north to the 
Rland that I gave your fathers as an 
inheritance. 1s 11:13; Je 50:4, 5; Ho 1:11 © Am 9:15 
19 “Then I said, 
‘How I would set you among 
TMy sons 
And give you a pleasant land, 
The most ®beautiful 
inheritance of the nations!’ 
And I said, ‘You shall call Me, 


My Father, 
And not turn away from 
following Me.’ Lit the ¢ Ps 16:6 


20 “Surely, as a woman 
treacherously departs from 
her ‘lover, 

So you have ®dealt 
treacherously with Me, 

O house of Israel,” declares 
the LorpD. Or companion ¢ Is 48:8 


21 A voice is heard on the ®bare 
heights, 
The weeping and the 
supplications of the sons of 
Israel; 
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Because they have perverted 
their way, 
They have forgotten the Lorp 
their God. Is 15:2; Je 3:2; 7:29 
22 “Return, O faithless sons, 
I will heal your faithlessness.” 
“Behold, we come to You; 
For You are the Lorp our God. 
23 “Surely, &the hills are a 
deception, 
A tumult on the mountains. 
Surely in the Lorp our God 
Is the salvation of Israel. Je 17:2 
24 “But the shameful thing has 
consumed the labor of our fathers 
since our youth, their flocks and their 
herds, their sons and their daughters. 
25 “Let us lie down in our 8shame, 
and let our humiliation cover us; for 
we have sinned against the Lorp our 
God, we and our fathers, 8from our 
youth even to this day. And we have 
not obeyed the voice of the Lorpb our 
God.” Ez 9:6,7 © Je 22:21 


Judah Threatened with Invasion 
“Tf you will return, O Israel,” 
declares the Lorp, 
“Then you should return to Me. 
And 8if you will put away your 
detested thing's from My 
presence, 
And will not waver, — Je 7:3, 7; 35:15 
2 And you will swear, ‘As the 
Lorbp lives,’ 
In truth, in justice and in 
righteousness; 
Then the nations will bless 
themselves in Him, 
And in Him they will glory.” 


3 For thus says the Lorp to the 
men of Judah and to Jerusalem, 
“Break up your fallow ground, 
And 8do not sow among 
thorns. Ho 10:12 © Ma 13:7 
4 “Circumcise yourselves to the 


ORD 

And remove the foreskins of 
your heart, 

Men of Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, 

Or else My wrath will go 
forth like fire 

he burn with none to quench 
1 ’ 

Because of the evil of your 
deeds.” 1s 30:27, 33; Je 21:12; Zep 2:2 
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5 Declare in Judah and 
proclaim in Jerusalem, and 


say, 
“Blow the trumpet in the land; 
Cry aloud and say, 
‘Assemble yourselves, and let 


us gO 
Into the fortified cities.’ 
6 “Lift up a standard toward 
Zion! 
Seek refuge, do not stand still, 
For I am bringing evil from 
the north, 
And great destruction. 
7 “A lion has gone up from his 
thicket, 
And a destroyer of nations has 
set out; 
He has gone out from his 
place 
To make your land a waste. 
Your cities will be ruins 
Without inhabitant. 
8 “For this, put on sackcloth, 
Lament and wail; 
For the fierce anger of the 
LorpD 
Has not turned back from us.” 
9 “It shall come about in that 
day,” declares the Lorp, “that the 
heart of the king and the heart of the 
princes will fail; and the priests will 
be appalled and the ®prophets will be 
astounded.” Is 29:9, 10; Eze 13:9-16 

10 Then I said, “Ah, Lord ™Gop! 
Surely You have utterly ®deceived this 
people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You 
will have peace’; whereas a sword 
touches the throat.” Eze 14:9; 2 Th 2:11 

11 In that time it will be said to 
this people and to Jerusalem, “A 
scorching wind from the bare heights 
in the wilderness in the direction of 
the daughter of My people—not to 
winnow and not to cleanse, 

12 a wind too strong for ™this— 
will come Tat My command; now I 
will also. pronounce judgments 
against them. Lit these © Lit for Me 

13 “Behold, he goes up like clouds, 

And his chariots like the 
whirlwind; 

His horses are swifter than 
eagles. 

Woe to us, for we are ruined!” 


14 Wash your heart from evil, O 
Jerusalem, 
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That you may be saved. 

How long will your wicked 
thoughts 

Lodge within you? 

15 For a voice declares from 
RDan, 

And proclaims wickedness 

from Mount Ephraim. _ Jes:16 
16 “Report it to the nations, now! 

Proclaim over Jerusalem, 

‘Besiegers come from a ®far 
country, 

And lift their voices against 
the cities of Judah. 1s 39:3; Je 5:15 

17 ‘Like watchmen of a field they 
are Ragainst her round 
about, 

Because she has ®rebelled 
against Me,’ declares the 
LORD. 2. Ki 25:1, 4 « Is 1:20, 23; Je 5:23 

18 “Your ways and your deeds 

Have brought these things to 
you. 

This is your evil. How bitter! 

How it has touched your 
heart!” Ps 107:17; Is 50:1; Je 2:17, 19 


Lament over Judah’s Devastation 


19 My soul, my soul! Iam in 
anguish! Oh, my heart! 
My 8heart is pounding in me; 
I cannot be silent, 
Because you have heard, O my 


soul, 
The ®sound of the trumpet, 
The alarm of War. Hab 3:16 * Nu 10:9 
20 Disaster on disaster is 
proclaimed, 
For the kwhole land is 
devastated; 
Suddenly my tents are 
devastated, 
My curtains in an instant. Je 4:27 
21 How long must I see the 
standard 
And hear the sound of the 
trumpet? 
22 “8For My people are foolish, 
They know Me not; 
They are stupid children 
And have no understanding. 
They are shrewd to do evil, 
But to do good they do not 
know.” Je 5:4, 21; 10:8; Ro 1:22 


23 I looked on the earth, and 
behold, it was ® formless 
and void; 
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And to the heavens, and they 
had no light. Ge 1:2; Is 24:19 

24 I looked on the mountains, 

and behold, they were 
Rquaking 

Ang: all ries hills moved to and 

fro Is 5:25; Je 10:10; Eze 38:20 
aay II looked, and behold, there 

was no man, 

And all the birds of the 
heavens had fled. 

26 I looked, and behold, "the 
Rfruitful land was a 
wilderness, 

And all its cities were pulled 
down 

Before the Lorp, before His 
fierce anger. — Or Carmel Je 9:10 


27 For thus says the Lorp, 
“The whole land shall be a 
desolation, 

Yet I will not execute a 
complete destruction. 

28 “For this the Fearth shall mourn 

And the heavens above be 
dark, 

Because I have spoken, I have 
purposed, 

And I will not change My 
mind, nor will I turn from 

Je 12:4, 11; 14:2; Ho 4:3 
29 At the sound of the horseman 
and bowman every city 
flees; 

They go into the thickets and 
climb among the rocks; 

Every city is forsaken, 

And no man dwells in them. 

30 And you, O desolate one, what 
will you do? 

Although you dress in 
scarlet, 

Although you decorate 
yourself with ornaments of 
gold, 

Although you enlarge your 
eyes with paint, 

In vain you make yourself 
beautiful. 

Your lovers despise you; 

They seek your life. 

31 For! heard acry as of a 
woman in labor, 

The anguish as of one giving 
birth to her first child, 

The cry of the daughter of 
Zion ®gasping for breath, 


—_ 
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Stretching out her hands, And 8sworn by those who are 
saying, not gods. 
“Ah, woe is me, for I faint When I had fed them to the 
before murderers.” Is 42:14 full, 


Jerusalem’s Godlessness 
5 “Roam to and fro through the 
streets of Jerusalem, 
And look now and take note. 
And seek in her open squares, 
If you can ®find a man, 
If there is one who does 
justice, who seeks truth, 
Then IJ will pardon her. Eze 22:30 
2 “And although they say, ‘As the 
Lorp lives, 
Surely they swear falsely.” 
3 O Lorp, do not Your eyes look 
for truth? 
You have smitten them, 
But they did not weaken; 
You have consumed them, 
But they refused to take 
correction. 
They have made their faces 
harder than rock; 
They have refused to repent. 


4 Then I said, “They are only the 


poor, 
They are foolish; 
For they do not know the way 
of the Lorp 
Or the ordinance of their God. 
5 “I will go to the great 
And will speak to them, 
For ®they know the way of the 
LorpD 
And the ordinance of their 
God.” 
But they too, with one accord, 
have broken the yoke 
And burst the bonds. 
6 Therefore 8a lion from the 
forest will slay them, 
A wolf of the deserts will 
destroy them, 
A 8leopard is watching their 
cities. 
Everyone who goes out of 
them will be torn in 
pieces, 
Because their transgressions 
are many, 
Their apostasies are 
numerous. Je 4:7 © Ho 13:7 


7 “Why should I pardon you? 
Your sons have forsaken Me 


Mi 3:1 


They ®committed adultery 
And trooped to the harlot’s 
house. Jos 23:7; Je 12:16; Zep 1:5 ¢ Je 7:9 
8 “They were well-fed lusty 
horses, 
Each one neighing after his 
neighbor’s wife. 
9 “Shall I not punish these 
people,” declares the Lorp, 
“And on a nation such as this 
Shall I not avenge Myself? 


10 “Go up through her vine rows 
and destroy, 
But do not execute a complete 
destruction; 
Strip away her branches, 
For they are not the Lorp’s. 
11 “For the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah 
Have dealt very treacherously 
with Me,” declares the 
LorRD. Je 3:6, 7, 20 
12 They have 8lied about the 


LorD 
And said, “‘Not He; 
Misfortune will not come on 


US, 
And we &will not see sword or 
famine. 2h 36:16 « Je 23:17 « Je 14:13 
13 “The prophets are as wind, 
And the word is not in them. 
Thus it will be done to them!” 


Judgment Proclaimed 

14 Therefore, thus says the Lorp, 

the God of hosts, 
“Because you have spoken this 
word, 
Behold, I am making My 
words in your mouth fire 
And this people wood, and it 
will consume them. 

15 “Behold, I am ®bringing a 
nation against you from 
afar, O house of Israel,” 
declares the Lorp. 

“Tt is an enduring nation, 
It is an ancient nation, 
A nation whose ®language you 
do not know, 


5:12 Lit He is not 
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Nor can you understand what 
they Say. De 28:49; Is 5:26; Je 4:16 
16 “Their quiver is like an open 
grave, 
All of them are mighty men. 

17 “They will devour your harvest 

and your food; 

They will devour your sons 
and your daughters; 

They will devour your flocks 
and your herds; 

They will devour your vines 
and your fig trees; 

They will demolish with the 
sword your ®fortified cities 
in which you trust. Ho 8:14 

18 “Yet even in those days,” de- 
clares the Lorp, “I will not make you 
a complete destruction. 

19 “It shall come about when 
Tthey say, ‘Why has the Lorp our God 
done all these things to us?’ then you 
shall say to them, ‘As you have for- 
saken Me and served foreign gods in 
your land, so you will serve strangers 
in a land that is not yours.’ Or you 

20 “Declare this in the house of 
Jacob 

And proclaim it in Judah, 


saying, 
21 ‘Now hear this, O foolish and 
Tsenseless people, 
Who have eyes but do not see; 
Who ney ears but do not 
hea Lit without heart 
22 ‘Do pon not fear Me?’ declares 
the Lorp. 
‘Do you not tremble in My 
presence? 
For I have placed the sand as 
a boundary for the sea, 
An eternal decree, so it cannot 
cross over it. 
Though the waves toss, yet 
they cannot prevail; 
Though they roar, yet they 
cannot cross over it. 
23 ‘But this people has a stubborn 
and rebellious heart; 
They have turned aside and 
departed. 
24 ‘They do not say in their heart, 
“Tet us now fear the Lorpb our 
God, 
Who gives rain in its season, 
Both ®the autumn rain and the 
spring rain, 
Who keeps for us 
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The 8appointed weeks of the 
harvest.” Joel 2:23 ¢ Ge 8:22 
25 ‘Your Riniquities have turned 
these away, 
And your sins have withheld 
good from you. Je 2:17; 4:18 
26 ‘For wicked men are found 
among My people, 
They watch like fowlers lying 
in wait; 
They set a trap, 
They catch men. 
27 ‘Like a cage full of birds, 
So their houses are full of 
Rdeceit; 
Therefore they have become 
great and rich. Je 9:6 
28 “They are ®fat, they are sleek, 
They also fexcel in deeds of 
wickedness; 
They do not plead the cause, 
The cause of the orphan, that 
they may prosper; 
And they do not defend the 
rights of the poor. De 32:15 
29 ‘Shall I not punish these 
people?’ declares the Lorp, 
‘On a nation such as this 
Shall I not avenge Myself?’ 


30 “An appalling and horrible 
thing 
Has happened in the land: 
31 The ®prophets prophesy 
falsely, 
And the priests rule on their 
own authority; 
And My people 8love it so! 
But what will you do at the 
end of it? Eze 13:6 ¢ Mi 2:11 


Destruction of Jerusalem 
Impending 
6 “Flee for safety, O sons of 
Benjamin, 
From the midst of Jerusalem! 
Now blow a trumpet in Tekoa 
And raise a signal over 
FRBeth-haccerem; 
For evil looks down from the 
north, 
And a great destruction. Ne 3:14 
2 “The comely and ®dainty one, 
Rthe daughter of Zion, I will 
cut off. De 28:56 © Is 1:8; Je 4:31 


5:28 Lit pass over, or, overlook deeds 6:1 I.e. house 
of the vineyard 
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3 “Shepherds and their flocks 
will come to her, 
They will 8pitch their tents 
around her, 
They will pasture each in his 
place. 2 Ki 25:1; Je 4:17; Lk 19:43 
4 “RPrepare war against her; 
Arise, and let us attack at 


noon. 
Woe to us, for the day 
declines, 
For the shadows of the 
evening lengthen! Je 6:23; Joel 3:9 
5 “Arise, and let us attack by 
night 
And destroy her palaces!” 
6 For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, 
“RCut down her trees 
And cast up a siege against 
Jerusalem. 
This is the city to be punished, 
In whose midst there is only 
RoppressiOn. De 20:19, 20 « Je 22:17 
7 “RAs a well keeps its waters 
fresh, 
So she Keeps fresh her 
wickedness. 
Violence and destruction are 
heard in her; 
Sickness and wounds are ever 
before Me. Jam 3:11f 
8 “RBe warned, O Jerusalem, 
Or I shall be alienated from 
you, 
And make you a desolation, 
A land not inhabited.” Je 7:28; 17:23 


9 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
“They will thoroughly glean as 

the vine the 8remnant of 
Israel; 

Pass your hand again like a 
grape gatherer 

Over the branches.” Je 8:3; 11:23 

10 To whom shall I speak and 

give warning 

That they may hear? 

Behold, their ears are 
closed 

And they cannot listen. 

Behold, the word of the Lorp 
has become a reproach to 
them; 

They have no delight in it. 

11 But I am full of the wrath of 

the Lorp; 

Iam weary with holding it in. 
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“Pour it out on the children in 
the street 
And on the gathering of 
young men together; _ 
For both husband and wife 
shall be taken, 
The aged and the very old. 

12 “Their houses shall be turned 
over to others, 

Their fields and their wives 
together; 

For I will stretch out My hand 

Against the inhabitants of the 
land,” declares the Lorpb. 

13 “For ®from the least of them 
even to the greatest of them, 

Everyone is greedy for gain, 

And from the prophet even to 
the priest 

Everyone deals falsely. 

14 “They have healed the 
brokenness of My people 
superficially, 

Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ 
But there is no peace. 

15 “Were they ashamed because 
of the abomination they 
have done? 

They were not even ashamed 
at all; 
They did not even know how 
to blush. 
Therefore they shall fall 
among those who fall; 
At the time that I punish them, 
They shall be cast down,” says 
the Lorp. 
y* 16 Thus says the Lorn, 
“Stand by the ways and see 
and ask for the ancient 
paths, 
Where the good way is, and 
walk in it; 
And ®you will find rest for 
your souls. 
But they said, ‘We will not 
walk in it.’ Ma 11:29 
17 “And I set watchmen over you, 
saying, 
‘Listen to the sound of the 
trumpet!’ 
But they said, ‘We will not 
listen.’ 

18 “Therefore hear, O nations, 

And know, O congregation, 
what is among them. 


Je 8:10 


Y 6:16 
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19 “Hear, O earth: behold, I am 
bringing disaster on this 
people, 

The ®fruit of their plans, 

Because they have not 
listened to My words, 

And as for My law, they have 
Rrejected it also. — pr 1:31 Je 8:9 

20 “For what purpose does 
Rfrankincense come to Me 
from Sheba 

And the 8sweet cane from a 
distant land? 

Your burnt offerings are not 
acceptable 

And your sacrifices are not 
pleasing to Me.” Is 60:6 « Ex 30:23 

21 Therefore, thus says the Lorp, 
“Behold, 8I am "laying 

stumbling blocks before 
this people. 

And they will stumble against 
them, 

Fathers and sons together; 

Neighbor and friend will 
perish.” —_ 1s 8:14; Je 13:16 « Lit giving 


The Enemy from the North 
22 Thus says the Lorp, 


“Behold, a people is coming 
from the north land, 
And a great nation will be 
aroused from the 8remote 
parts of the earth. Ne 1:9 
y* 23 “They seize bow and spear; 
They are ®cruel and have no 
mercy; 
Their voice ®roars like the sea, 
And they ride on horses, 
Arrayed as a man for the 
battle 
Against you, O daughter of 
Zion!” Is 13:18; Je 4:29 « Je 50:42 « Is 5:30 
24 We have &heard the report of 
it; 
Our hands are limp. 
Anguish has seized us, 
Pain as of a woman in 
childbirth. Is 28:19; Je 4:19-21 
25 ®Do not go out into the field 
And do not walk on the road, 
For the enemy has a sword, 
Terror is on every side. Je 14:18 
26 O daughter of my people, ®put 
on sackcloth 
And roll in ashes; 


Mourn as for an only son, 
A lamentation most bitter. 
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For suddenly the destroyer 
Will come upon us. Je 4:8 


27 “I have made you an assayer 
and a tester among My 
people, 

That you may know and assay 
their way.” Je 1:18; 15:20 

28 All of them are stubbornly 
rebellious, 

Going about as a talebearer. 

They are bronze and iron; 

They, all of them, are corrupt. 
29 The bellows blow fiercely, 

one lead is consumed by the 

ire; 
In vain the refining goes on, 
But the ®wicked are not 


Tgeparated. Je 15:19 « Or drawn off 
30. 8They call them rejected 
silver, 


Because the Lorp has rejected 
them. Ps 119:119; Is 1:22 


Message at the Temple Gate 
The word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lorp, saying, 

2 “Stand in the gate of the Lorp’s 
house and proclaim there this word 
and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lorp, 
all you of Judah, who enter by these 
gates to worship the Lorp!’” 

3 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ““Amend your ways 
and your deeds, and | will let you 
dwell in this place. Je 4:1; 7:5; 18:11; 26:13 

4 “RT)o not trust in deceptive 
words, saying, ‘This is the temple of 
the Lorp, the temple of the Lorp, the 
temple of the Lorp,’ Je 7:8; Mi 3:11 

5 “For if you truly amend your 
ways and your deeds, if you truly 
Rpractice justice between a man and 
his gee 1 Ki 6:12; Je 21:12; 22:3 

6 if you do not oppress the alien, 
the orphan, or the widow, and do not 
shed 8innocent blood in this place, 
Ape walk after other gods to your own 

Ex 22:21-24; Je 5:28 ¢ Je 2:34; 19:4 

My then I will let you Rdwell in this 
place, in the ®land that I gave to your 
fathers forever and ever. De 4:40 « Je 3:18 

8 “Behold, you are trusting in 
Rdeceptive words to no avail. Je 7:4; 28:15 

9 “Will you steal, murder, and 
commit adultery and swear falsely, 


Y 6:23 


ae ee ee 


JEREMIAH 7:10 


and offer sacrifices to Baal and walk 
after Rother gods that you have not 
known, Je 11:13, 17 ¢ Ex 20:3; Je 7:6; 19:4 

10 then 8come and stand before 
Me in ®this house, which is called by 
My name, and say, ‘We are deliv- 
ered!’—that you may do all these 
abominations? — Eze 23:39 « Je 7:11, 14, 30; 32:34 

11 “Has this house, which is called 
by My name, become a den of robbers 
in your sight? Behold, I, even I, have 
seen it,” declares the Lorp. 

12 “But go now to My place which 
was in Shiloh, where I made My 
name dwell at the first, and see what I 
did to it because of the wickedness of 
My people Israel. Ju 18:31; Je 26:6 

13 “And now, because you have 
done all these things,” declares the 
Lorp, “and I spoke to you, ®rising up 
early and ®speaking, but you did not 
hear, and I called you but you did not 
answer, Je 7:25 ¢ Je 35:17 © Pr 1:24; Is 65:12; 66:4 

14 therefore, I will do to the 
Rhouse which is called by My name, 
Rin which you trust, and to the place 
which I gave you and your fathers, as 
I Rdid to Shiloh. De 12:5; 1 Ki9:7« Je 7:4 ° Je 7:12 

15. “I will cast you out of My sight, 
as I have cast out all your brothers, all 
the offspring of Ephraim. 

16 “As for you, do not pray for this 
people, and do not lift up cry or prayer 
for them, and do not intercede with 
Me; for I do not hear you. 

17 “Do you not see what they are 
doing in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem? 

18 “The children gather wood, and 
the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead dough to make cakes 
for the queen of heaven; and they 
Rpour out drink offerings to other 
gods in order to spite Me. Je 19:13 

19 “Do they spite Me?” declares 
the Lorp. “Is it not themselves they 
spite, to their own shame?” 

20 Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Behold, My anger and My 
wrath will be poured out on this 
place, on man and on beast and on the 
Rtrees of the field and on the fruit of 
the ground; and it will burn and not 
be quenched.” Je 8:13; 11:16 

21 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, “Add your ®burnt of- 
ferings to your sacrifices and eat 
flesh. Is 1:11; Je 6:20; 14:12; Am 5:22 
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22 “For I did not ®speak to your fa- 
thers, or command them in the day 
that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, concerning burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. 1 Sa 15:22: Ps 51:16; Ho 6:6 

23 “But this is what I commanded 
them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I 
will be your God, and you will be My 
people; and you will walk in all the 
way which I command you, that it 
may be well with you.’ 1s 3:10; Je 38:20; 42:6 

24 “Yet they did not obey or in- 
cline their ear, but walked in their 
own counsels and in the stubbornness 
of their evil heart, and ®went back- 
ward and not forward. Je 15:6 

25 “Since the day that your fathers 
came out of the land of Egypt until 
this day, I have sent you all My ser- 
vants the prophets, daily rising early 
and sending them. 

26 “Yet they did not listen to Me 
or incline their ear, but ®stiffened their 
neck; they ®did more evil than their 
fathers. Ne 9:16; Je 17:23; 19:15 ¢ Je 16:12; Ma 23:32 

27 “You shall speak all these 
words to them, but they will not listen 
to you; and you shall call to them, but 
they will not answer you. 

28 “You shall say to them, ‘This is 
the nation that did not obey the voice 
of the Lorp their God or accept cor- 
rection; truth has perished and has 
been cut off from their mouth. 

29 ‘Cut off your hair and cast it 

away, 

And take up a lamentation on 
the bare heights; 

For the Lorp has rejected and 
forsaken 

The generation of His wrath.’ 

30 “For the sons of Judah have 
done that which is evil in My sight,” 
declares the Lorp, “they have set 
their detestable things in the house 
hee is called by My name, to de- 

ile i 

31 “They have built the high 
places of Topheth, which is in the val- 
ley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their 
sons and their daughters in the fire, 
which I did not command, and it did 
not come into My mind. De 17:3 

32 “8Therefore, behold, days are 
coming,” declares the Lorb, “when it 
will no longer be called Topheth, or 
the valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
the valley of the Slaughter; for they 
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will Sbury in Topheth because there is 
no other place. Je 19:6, 11 © 2 Ki 23:10 

_33 “The dead bodies of this people 
will be food for the birds of the sky 
and for the beasts of the earth; and no 
one will frighten them away. 

34 “Then I will make to cease 
from the cities of Judah and from the 
streets of Jerusalem the voice of joy 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of 
the bridegroom and the voice of the 
bride; for the land will become a 
ruin. Le 26:33; Is 1:7; Je 4:27 


The Sin and Treachery of Judah 
8: that time,” declares the Lorp, 
“they will bring out the bones of 
the kings of Judah and the bones of 
its princes, and the bones of the 
priests and the bones of the prophets, 
and the bones of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem from their graves. Eze 6:5 
2 “They will spread them out to 
the sun, the moon and to all the host 
of heaven, which they have loved and 
which they have served, and which 
they have gone after and which they 
have sought, and which they have 
worshiped. They will not be gathered 
Ror buried; they will be as dung on the 
face of the ground. Je 22:19; 36:30 
3 “And death will be chosen 
rather than life by all the remnant that 
remains of this evil family, that re- 
mains in all the ®places to which I 
have driven them,” declares the Lorp 
of hosts. De 30:1, 4; Je 23:3, 8; 29:14 
4 “You shall say to them, “Thus 
says the Lorb, 
“Do men &fall and not get up 
again? 
Does one turn away and not 
repent? Pr 24:16; Am 5:2; Mi 7:8 
5 “Why then has this people, 
Jerusalem, 
RTurned away in continual 
apostasy? 
They hold fast to deceit, 
They refuse to return. Je 5:6; 7:24 
6 “I Shave listened and heard, 
They have spoken what is not 
right; 
No man repented of his 
wickedness, 
Saying, ‘What have I done?’ 
Everyone turned to his course, 
Like a horse charging into the 
battle. Ps 14:2; Mal 3:16 


ON 
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7 “Even the stork in the sky 
Knows her seasons; 

And the turtledove and the 
swift and the thrush 
Observe the time of their 

migration; 
But My people do not know 
The ordinance of the Lorp. 


8 “How can you Say, ‘We are 


wise, 

And the law of the Lorp is 
with us’? 

But behold, the lying pen of 
the scribes 

Has made it into a lie. 

9 “The wise men are put to 
shame, 

They are dismayed and 
caught; 

Behold, they have rejected the 
word of the Lorp, 

And what kind of wisdom do 
they have? 1s 19:11; Je 6:15; 1 Co 1:27 

10 “Therefore I will give their 
wives to others, 

Their fields to new owners; 

Because from the least even to 
the greatest 

Everyone is greedy for gain; 

From the prophet even to the 
priest 

Everyone practices deceit. 

11 “They heal the brokenness of 
the daughter of My people 
superficially, 

Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ 

But there is no peace. 

12 “Were they ashamed because 
of the abomination they had 
done? 

They certainly were not 
ashamed, 

And they did not know how to 
blush; 

Therefore they shall fall 
among those who fall; 

At the ®time of their 
punishment they shall be 
brought down,” 

Says the Lorp. De 32:35; Je 10:15 

13 “I will surely snatch them 
away,” declares the Lorp; 

“There will be no grapes on the 
vine 

And no figs on the fig tree, 

And the leaf will wither; 
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And what I have given them 
will pass away.”’” 
14 Why are we sitting still? 
RAssemble yourselves, and let 
us ®go into the fortified 
cities 
And let us perish there, 
Because the Lorpb our God has 
doomed us 
And given us poisoned water 
to drink, 
For we have sinned against 
the LORD. Je 4:5 «2 Sa 20:6; Je 35:11 
15 We 8waited for peace, but no 
good came; 
For a time of healing, but 
behold, terror! Je 8:11; 14:19 
16 From Dan is heard the 
snorting of his horses; 
At the sound of the neighing 
of his stallions 
The whole land quakes; 
For they come and devour the 
land and its fullness, 
The city and its inhabitants. 
17 “For behold, I am sending 
serpents against you, 
Adders, for which there is no 
charm, 
And they will bite you,” 
declares the Lorp. 
18 My sorrow is beyond healing, 
My heart is faint within me! 
19 Behold, listen! The cry of the 
daughter of my people from 
a distant land: 
“Is the Lorp not in Zion? Is her 
King not within her?” 
“Why have they provoked Me 
with their graven images, 
with foreign Ridols>?” ps 31:6 
20 “Harvest is past, summer is 
ended, 
And we are not saved.” 
21 For the 8brokenness of the 
daughter of my people Iam 


broken; 
I mourn, dismay has taken 
hold of me. Je 4:19; 9:1; 14:17 


22 Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there? 
Why then has not the health 

of the daughter of my 
people been restored? 


A Lament over Zion 
9 Oh that my head were 
waters 
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And my eyes.a fountain of 
tears, 
That I might weep day and 


night 
‘For the slain of the }daughter 
of my people! Je 6:26; 8:21, 22 
2 Oh that I had in the desert 
A wayfarers’ lodging place; 
That I might leave my people 
And go from them! 
For all of them are adulterers, 
An assembly of 8treacherous 
men. Ps 55:6, 7; 120:5, 6 © Je 5:11; 12:1, 6 
3 “They bend their tongue like 
their bow; 
Lies and not truth prevail in 
the land; 
For they ®proceed from evil to 


evil, 
And they do not know Me,” 
declares the Lorp. Je 4:22 
4 “Let everyone be on guard 
against his neighbor, 
And 8do not trust any brother; 
Because every brother deals 
craftily, 
And every neighbor goes 
about as a slanderer. 
5 “Everyone ®deceives his 
neighbor 
And does not speak the truth, 
They have taught their tongue 
to speak lies; 
They weary themselves 
committing iniquity.  mi6:12 
6 “Your ®dwelling is in the midst 
of deceit; 
Through deceit they refuse to 
know Me,” declares the 
Lorp. Ps 120:5, 6; Je 5:27; 8:5 


Je 12:6 


7 Therefore thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, 
“Behold, I will refine them and 
Rassay them; 
For what else can I do, 
because of the daughter of 


My people? _ Is 1:25; Je 6:27; Mal 3:3 
8 “Their 8tongue is a deadly 
arrow; 


It speaks deceit; 

With his mouth one ®speaks 
peace to his neighbor, 

But inwardly he sets an 
ambush for him. — Je9:3« ps 28:3 

9 “Shall I not punish them for 

these things?” declares the 
Lorpb. 
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“On a nation such as this 
Shall I not avenge Myself? 


10 “For the mountains I will take 

up a weeping and wailing, 

And for the pastures of the 
Rwilderness a dirge, 

Because they are laid waste so 
that no one passes through, 

And the lowing of the cattle is 
not heard; 

Both the birds of the sky and 
the beasts have fled; they 
are ZONE. Je 4:24; 7:29 © Je 4:26; Ho 4:3 

11 “I will make Jerusalem a heap 

of ruins, 

A haunt of jackals; 

And I will make the cities of 
Judah a ®desolation, 
without inhabitant.” Je 4:27; 26:9 

12 Who is the wise man that may 
understand this? And who is he to 
whom the mouth of the Lorp has spo- 
ken, that he may declare it? Why is 
the land ruined, laid waste like a 
desert, so that no one passes through? 

13 The Lorp said, “Because they 
have forsaken My law which I set be- 
fore them, and have not obeyed My 
voice nor walked according to it, 

14 but have ®walked after the 
stubbornness of their heart and after 
the ®Baals, as their fathers taught 
them,” Je 7:24; 11:8; Ro 1:21-24 « Je 2:8, 23; 23:27 

15 therefore thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “behold, I will 
feed them, this people, with worm- 
wood and give them ®poisoned water 
to drink. De 29:18; Je 8:14; 23:15; La 3:15 

16 “I will 8scatter them among the 
nations, whom neither they nor their 
fathers have known; and I will send 
the sword after them until I have an- 
nihilated them.” Le 26:33: De 28:64; Je 13:24 

17 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 

“Consider and call for the 
Rmourning women, that 
they may come; 

And send for the wailing 
women, that they may 
come! =. 2.€h 35:25; Ec 12:5 « Am5:16 

18 “Let them make haste and take 

up a wailing for us, 

That our Reyes may shed tears 

And our eyelids flow with 
water. Is 22:4; Je 9:1; 14:17 

19 “For a voice of ®wailing is 

heard from Zion, 
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‘How are we ruined! 
We are put to great shame, 
For we have left the land, 
Because they have cast down 
our dwellings,’ ” Je 7:29; Eze 7:16-18 
20 Now hear the word of the 
Lorpb, O you }women, 
And let your ear receive the 
word of His mouth; 
Teach your daughters wailing, 
And everyone her neighbor a 
dirge. Is 32:9 
21 For death has come up 
through our windows; 
It has entered our palaces 
To cut off the 8children from 
the streets, 
The young men from the town 
squares. Je 6:11 
22 Speak, “Thus says the Lorp, 
‘The corpses of men will fall 
like dung on the open field, 
And like the sheaf after the 
reaper, 
But no one will gather them.’” 

23 Thus says the Lorp, “Let not a 
wise man boast of his wisdom, and let 
not the mighty man boast of his 
might, let not a rich man boast of his 
riches; Ec 9:11; Is 47:10; Eze 28:3-7 

24 but let him who boasts boast of 
this, that he understands and knows 
Me, that Iam the Lorp who exercises 
lovingkindness, justice and righteous- 
ness on earth; for I delight in these 
things,” declares the Lorp. 

25 “Behold, the days are coming,” 
declares the Lorp, “that I will punish 
all who are circumcised and yet ®un- 
circumcised— Je 4:4; Ro 2:28, 29 

26 Egypt and Judah, and Edom 
and the sons of Ammon, and Moab 
and all those inhabiting the desert 
who clip the hair on their temples; for 
all the nations are uncircumcised, and 
all the house of Israel are uncircum- 
cised of heart.” Je 25:23 


A Satire on Idolatry 
] Hear the word which the Lorp 
speaks to you, O house of Israel. 
2 Thus says the Lorp, 
“Do not learn the way of the 
nations, 

And do not be terrified by the 
signs of the heavens 
Although the nations are 

terrified by them; 
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3 For the customs of the peoples 
are delusion; 

Because Bit is wood cut from 
the forest, 

The work of the hands of a 
craftsman with a cutting 
tool. Je 14:22 « Is 44:9-20 

4 “They ®decorate it with silver 
and with gold; 

They fasten it with nails and 
with hammers 

So that it will not totter. Is 40:19 

5 “Like a scarecrow in a 
cucumber field are they, 

And they cannot speak; 

They must be carried, 

Because they cannot walk! 

Do not fear them, 

For they can do no harm, 

Nor can they do any good.” 


6 There is none like You, O 
Lorp; 
You are great, and great is 
Your name in might. 
7 RWho would not fear You, O 
King of the nations? 
Indeed it is Your due! 
For among all the wise men of 
the nations 
And in all their kingdoms, 
There is none like You. — Re 15:4 
8 But they are altogether 
Rstupid and foolish 
In their discipline of 
delusion—"'their idol is 
wood! Je 4:22; 5:4; 10:14 « Lit it is 
9 Beaten ®silver is brought from 
Tarshish, 
And gold from Uphaz, 
The work of a craftsman and 
of the hands of a goldsmith; 
Violet and purple are their 
clothing; 
They are all the ®work of 
skilled men. Is 40:19 © Ps 115:4 
10 But oe Lorp is the true 


G 
He is the ®living God and the 
everlasting King. 
At His wrath the earth quakes, 
And the nations cannot 
endure His indignation. Je 4:2 
11 Thus you shall say to them, 
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12 It is He who made the earth 
by His power, 

Who Restablished the world 
by His wisdom; 

And by His understanding He 
has stretched out the 
heavens. Ps 78:69; Is 45:18 

13 When He utters His ®voice, 
there is a tumult of waters 
in the heavens, 

And He causes the clouds to 
ascend from the end of the 


earth; 
He makes lightning for the 
rain, 
And brings out the wind from 
His storehouses. Ps 29:3-9 
14 Every man is ®stupid, devoid 
of knowledge; 


Every goldsmith is put to 
shame by his idols; 
For his molten images are 
deceitful, 
And there is no breath in 
them. Je 10:8; 51:17, 18 
15 They are 8worthless, a work of 
mockery; 
In the time of their 
secre they will 
ish. Is 41:24; Je 8:19; 14:22 
16 The | jadion of Jacob is not 
like these; 
For the Maker of all is He, 
And Israel is the tribe of His 
inheritance; 
The Lorp of hosts is His 
name. Is 45:7; Je 10:12 


17 Pick up your bundle from the 
ground, 
You who dwell under siege! 

18 For thus says the Lorn, 
“Behold, I am slinging out the 
inhabitants of the land 

At this time, 
And will cause them distress, 
That they may "be found.” Lit fina 


19 ®Woe is me, because of my 
injury! 
My wound is incurable. 
But I said, “Truly this is a 
sickness, 
And I 8must bear it.” Je 4:31 « mi7-9 


20 My tent is destroyed, 
And all my ropes are 
broken; 
My sons have gone from me 
and are no more. 


“The ®gods that did not make the 
heavens and the earth will perish 
from the earth and from under the 
heavens.” Ps 96:5 © Is 2:18; Zep 2:11 
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There is §no one to stretch out 
~ my tent again 
Or to set up my curtains. 1s51:18 
21 For the shepherds have 
become stupid 
And ae not sought the 


Thétefore they have not 
prospered, 

And all their flock is 
scattered. | “Je 2:8 Je 23:2 

22 The sound of a report! Behold, 

it comes— 

A great commotion ®out of the 
land of the north— 

To kmake the cities of Judah 

A desolation, a haunt of 
jackals. = Je 1:14: 25:9 « Je 9:11; 49:33 


23 I know, O Lorp, that 8a man’s 
way is not in himself, 
Nor is it in a man who walks 
to direct his steps. Pr 16:1; 20:24 
24 Correct me, O Lorp, but with 
justice; 
Not with Your anger, or You 
will bring me to nothing. 
25 Pour out Your wrath on the 
nations that do not know 


You 

And on the families that do 
not call Your name; 

For they have devoured Jacob; 

They have devoured him and 
consumed him 

And have laid waste his 
habitation. Ps 79:6, 7; Zep 3:8 


The Broken Covenant 
1 The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lorp, saying, 

2 “RHear the words of this 
Rcovenant, and speak to the men of 
Judah and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; Je 11:6 * Ex 19:5 

3 and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, “’Cursed is 
the man who does not heed the words 
of this covenant De 27:26; Je 17:5; Ga 3:10 

4 which I commanded your fore- 
fathers in the day that I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, from the iron 
furnace, saying, ‘Listen to My voice, 
and do according to all which I com- 
mand you; so you shall be My people, 
and I will be your God,’ 

5 in order to confirm the oath 
which I swore to your forefathers, to 
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give them a land flowing with milk 
and honey, as it is this day.”’” Then I 
said, “RAmen, O Lorp.” Je 28:6 

_6 And the Lorp said to me, “Pro- 
claim all these words in the cities of 
Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, 
saying, ‘“Hear the words of this 
covenant and do them. Je 11:2 

7 ‘For I solemnly 8warned your 
fathers in the day that I brought them 
up from the land of Egypt, even to this 
day, warning persistently, saying, 
“Listen to My voice.” 18a 8:9 

8 ‘Yet they did not obey or in- 
cline their ear, but walked, each one, 
in the stubbornness of his evil heart; 
therefore I brought on them all the 
words of this covenant, which I com- 
ee them to do, but they did 
no rae 

9 Then the Lorp said to me, “A 
Rconspiracy has been found among 
the men of Judah and among the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem. © Eze 22:25; Ho 6:9 

10 “They have 8turned back to the 
iniquities of their ancestors who re- 
fused to hear My words, and they 
Rhave gone after other gods to serve 
them; the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah have broken My 
covenant which I made with their fa- 
thers.” 1 Sa 15:11; Je 3:10, 11; Eze 20:18 « Ju 2:11-13 

11 Therefore thus says the Lorp, 
“Behold I am bringing disaster on 
them which they will not be able to 
escape; though they will cry to Me, yet 
I will not listen to them. 

12 “Then the cities of Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go 
and cry to the gods to whom they 
burn incense, but they surely will not 
save them in the time of their disas- 
ter. 

13 “For your gods are as many as 
your cities, O Judah; and as many as 
the streets of Jerusalem are the altars 
you have set up to the shameful thing, 
altars to burn incense to Baal. 

14 “Therefore do not pray for 
this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer 
for them; for I will not listen when 
they call to Me because of their disas- 


er. 
15 “What right has My beloved in 
My house 
When she has done many vile 
deeds? 
Can the sacrificial flesh take 
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away from you your 
disaster, 
So that you can rejoice?” 
16 The Lorp called your name, 
“A Rgreen olive tree, beautiful 
in fruit and form”; 
With the noise of a great 
tumult 
He has kindled fire on it, 
And its branches are 
worthless. Ps 52:8; Ro 11:17 « Ps 83:2 
17 The Lorp of hosts, who 
Rplanted you, has 8pronounced evil 
against you because of the evil of the 
house of Israel and of the house of 
Judah, which they have done to pro- 
voke Me by offering up sacrifices to 
Baal. Is 5:2; Je 2:21; 12:2 © Je 1:14; 16:10; 19:15 


Plots against Jeremiah 

18 Moreover, the Lorp made it 

known to me and I knew it; 

Then You showed me their 
deeds. 1 Sa 23:11, 12; 2 Ki 6:9, 10; Eze 8:6 

19 But I was like a gentle lamb 

led to the slaughter; 

And I did not know that they 
had devised plots against 
me, saying, 

“Let us destroy the tree with its 
fruit, 

And let us cut him off from 
the land of the living, 

That his name be remembered 
no more.” Is 53:7 

20 But, O Lorp of hosts, who 

Rjudges righteously, 

Who tries the feelings and the 
heart, 

Let me see Your vengeance on 
them, 

For to You have I committed 
my Cause. Ge 18:25; Ps 7:8; Je 20:12 

21 Therefore thus says the Lorp 
concerning the men of Anathoth, who 
seek your life, saying, “Do not proph- 
esy in the name of the Lorn, so that 
you will not die at our hand”; 

22 therefore, thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, “Behold, I am about to ®punish 
them! The young men will die by the 
sword, their sons and daughters will 
die by famine; Je 21:14 © 2 Ch 36:17; Je 18:21 

23 and a remnant will not be left 
to them, for I will bring disaster on the 
men of Anathoth—the year of their 
punishment.” Je 6:9 
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Jeremiah’s Prayer 
l Righteous are You, O Lorn, 
that I would plead my case 
with You; 
Indeed I would discuss 
matters of justice with You: 
Why has the way of the 
wicked prospered? 
Why are all those who deal in 
treachery at ease? Job 13:3 
2 You have planted them, they 
have also taken root; 
They grow, they have even 
produced fruit. 
You are near to their lips 
But far from their mind. 
3 But You ®know me, O Lorp; 
You see me; 
And You examine my heart’s 
attitude toward You. 
Drag them off like sheep for 
the slaughter 
And set them apart for a day 
of carnage! Ps 139:1-4 
4 How long is the ®land to 
mourn 
And the vegetation of the 
countryside to wither? 
For the 8wickedness of those 
who dwell in it, 
Animals and birds have been 
snatched away, 
Because men have said, “He 
will not see our latter 
ending.” Je 4:28; 9:10; 23:10 ¢ Ps 107:34 


5 “If you have run with footmen 
and they have tired you out, 
Then how can you compete 
with horses? 
If you fall down in a land of 
peace, 
How will you do in the thicket 
of the Jordan? 
6 “For even your brothers and the 
household of your father, 
Even they have dealt 
treacherously with you, 
Even they have cried aloud 
after you. 
Do not believe them, although 
Ss, may say Rnice things to 
Ps 12:2; Pr 26:25 


God’s Answer 
7 “I have forsaken My house, 
I have abandoned My 
inheritance; 
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I etriciee the beloved of My 
‘sou 
Into the hand of her enemies. 
8 “My inheritance has become to 


e 
Like a lion in the forest; 
She has 8roared against Me; 
Therefore I have come to 
Rhate her. 1s 59:13 * Ho 9:15; Am 6:8 
9 “Is My inheritance like a 
speckled bird of prey to 
Me? 
Are the birds of prey against 
her on every side? 
Go, gather all the beasts of the 
field, 
Bring them to devour! 
10 “Many ®shepherds have ruined 
My vineyard, 
They have trampled down My 
field; 
They have made My pleasant 
field 
A desolate wilderness. Je 6:3; 23:1 
11 “It has been made a desolation, 
seis it mourns before 


The hots land has been 
made desolate, 
oes no man lays it to 
Je 12:4; 14:2; 23:10 
12 pri all ‘tHe Rpare heights in the 
wilderness 
Destroyers have come, 
For a sword of the Lorp is 
devouring 
From one end of the land even 
to the other; 
aheee is kno peace for 
yone. Je 3:2, 21 ¢ Je 16:5; 30:5 
13 “They eae sown wheat and 
have reaped thorns, 
They have ®strained 
themselves to no profit. 
But be ashamed of your 
Rharvest 
Because of the fierce anger of 
the LORD.” 1s 55:2; Je 9:5 * Je 17:10 
14 Thus says the Lorp concerning 
all My wicked neighbors who strike 
at the inheritance with which I have 
endowed My people Israel, “Behold I 
am about to uproot them from their 
land and will uproot the house of 
Judah from among them. 
15 “And it will come about that 
after I have uprooted them, I will 
again have compassion on them; and 
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I will bring them back, each one to 
hate el abl and each one to his 
and. 

16 “Then if they will really 3learn 
the ways of My people, to ®swear by 
My name, ‘As the Lorp lives,’ even as 
they taught My people to swear by 
Baal, they will be built up in the midst 
of My people. Is 42:6; 49:6 © Je 4:2: Zep 1:5 

17 “But if they will not listen, then 
I will uproot that nation, uproot and 
destroy it,’ declares the Lorp. 


The Ruined Waistband 
Thus the Lorp said to me, “Go 
and 8buy yourself a linen waist- 
band and put it around your waist, but 
do not put it in water.” Je 13:11 

2 So I bought the waistband in 
accordance with the word of the Lorp 
and put it around my waist. 

3 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me a second time, saying, 

4 “Take the waistband that you 
have bought, which is around your 
waist, and arise, go to ‘the 3Euphrates 
and hide it there in a crevice of the 
rock.” Or Parah, cf Jos 18:23; so through v 7 Je 51:63 

5 So I went and hid it by the Eu- 
phrates, as the Lorp had com- 
manded me. Ex 39:42, 43; 40:16 

6 After many days the Lorp said 
to me, “Arise, go to the Euphrates and 
take from there the waistband which 
I commanded you to hide there.” 

7 Then I went to the Euphrates 
and dug, and I took the waistband 
from the place where I had hidden it; 
and lo, the waistband was ruined, it 
was totally worthless. 

8 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

9 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Just so 
will I destroy the pride of Judah and 
the great pride of Jerusalem. 

10 ‘This wicked people, who re- 
fuse to listen to My words, who walk 
in the stubbornness of their hearts 
and have gone after other gods to 
serve them and to bow down to them, 
let them be just like this waistband 
which is totally worthless. 

11 ‘For as the waistband clings to 
the waist of a man, so I made the 
whole household of Israel and the 
whole household of Judah cling to 
Me,’ declares the Lorp, ‘that they 
might be for Me a people, for renown, 
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for praise and for glory; but they did 
not listen.’ Ex 19:5, 6; De 32:10, 11 


Captivity Threatened 

12 “Therefore you are to speak 
this word to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, “Every jug is 
to be filled with wine.”’ And when 
they say to you, ‘Do we not very well 
know that every jug is to be filled with 
wine?’ 

13 then say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp, “Behold I am about to fill all 
the inhabitants of this land—the kings 
that sit for David on his throne, the 
priests, the prophets and all the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem—with ®drunk- 
enness! Ps 60:3; 75:8; Is 51:17; 63:6; Je 25:27; 51:7, 57 

14 “I will dash them against each 
other, both the ®fathers and the sons 
together,” declares the Lorp. “I will 
not show pity nor be sorry nor have 
compassion so as not to destroy 
them.”’” Is 9:20, 21; Je 19:9-11 © Je 6:21; Eze 5:10 
w* 15 Listen and give heed, do not 

be haughty, 
For the Lorp has spoken. 
16 Give glory to the Lorp your 
God, 
Before He brings darkness 
And before your feet stumble 
On the dusky mountains, 
And while you are hoping for 
light 
He makes it into deep 
darkness, 
And turns it into gloom. 
17 But 8if you will not listen to it, 
My soul will sob in secret for 
such pride; 
And my eyes will bitterly 
weep 
And flow down with tears, 
Because the flock of the Lorp 
has been taken captive. mal 2:2 
18 Say to the ®king and the 
queen mother, 
“Take a lowly seat, 
For your beautiful crown 
Has come down from your 
head.” 2 Ki 24:12, 15; Je 22:26 
19 The 8cities of the Negev have 
been locked up, 
And there is no one to open 


them; 

All Judah has been carried 
into exile, 

Wholly carried into exile. Je 32:44 
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20 “Lift up your eyes and see 
Those coming from the north. 
Where is the ®flock that was 

given you, 
Your beautiful sheep? Je 13:17; 23:2 

21 “What will you say when He 

appoints over you— 

And you yourself had taught 
them— 

Former companions to be 
head over you? 

Will not pangs take hold of you 

Like a woman in childbirth? 

22 “If you ®say in your heart, 

‘RWhy have these things 
happened to me?’ 

Because of the magnitude of 
your iniquity 

Your skirts have been 
removed 

ue oe heels have been 

osed. De 7:17 ¢ Je 5:19; 16:10 

23 “Cant the Ethiopian change his 

Or the leopard his spots? 
Then you also can ®do good 
ue are accustomed to doing 
vil. Pr 27:22: Is 1:5 © Je 4:22; 9:5 
24 “Therefore I will scatter them 
like drifting straw 
To the desert ®wind. © Je 4:11; 18:17 
25 “This is your lot, the portion 
measured to you 
From Me,” declares the Lorp, 
“Because you have forgotten 


e 
And trusted in falsehood. 

26 “So I Myself have also stripped 
your skirts off over your 
face, 

That your shame may be seen. 

27 “As for your Radulteries and 
your lustful neighings, 

The lewdness of your 
prostitution 

On the hills in the field, 

I have seen your 
abominations. 

Woe to you, O Jerusalem! 

How long will you remain 
unclean?” Je 5:7,8 © Je 11:15 


Drought and a Prayer for Mercy 
That which came as the word of 
the Lorp to Jeremiah in regard 

to the drought: Je 17:8 


Y Je 13:15-17 


847 


2 “Judah mourns 

And ®her gates languish; 

They sit on the ground Rin 
mourning, , 

And the cry of Jerusalem has 

ascended. Is 3:26 © Je 8:21 
3 “Their nobles have sent their 
servants for water; 

They have come to the 
cisterns and found no 
water. 

They have returned with their 
vessels empty; 

They have been put to shame 
and humiliated, 

And they cover their heads. 

4 “Because the ®ground is 
cracked, 

For there has been 8no rain on 
the land; 

The 8farmers have been put to 
shame, 

They have covered their 
heads. Joel 1:19, 20 « Je 3:3 ¢ Joel 1:11 

5 “For even the doe in the field 
has given birth only to 
abandon her young, 

Because there is no 2rass. Is 15:6 

6 “The wild donkeys stand on the 
bare heights; 

They pant for air like jackals, 

Their eyes fail 

For there is no vegetation. 

7 “Although our iniquities testify 
against us, 

O Lorp, act for Your name’s 
sake! 

Truly our apostasies have 
been many, 

We have sinned against You. 

8 “O 8Hope of Israel, 

Its Savior in time of distress, 

Why are You like a stranger in 
the land 

Or like a traveler who has 
pitched his tent for the 
night? Je 17:13 © Is 43:3; 63:8 

9 “Why are You like a man 
dismayed, 

Like a mighty man who 
cannot save? 

Yet You are in our midst, O 
LorD, 

And we are &called by Your 
name; 

Do not forsake us!” Is 63:19; Je 15:16 

10 Thus says the Lorp to this peo- 


ple, “Even so they have "loved to wan- 
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der; they have not ®kept their feet in 
check: Therefore the Lorp does 8not 
accept them; now He will remember 
their iniquity and call their sins to ac- 
count.” Je 2:25; 3:13 ¢ Ps 119:101 © Je 6:20; Am 5:22 

11 So the Lorp said to me, “8Do 
not pray for the welfare of this peo- 
ple. Ex 32:10; Je 7:16; 11:14 

12 “When they fast, 1 am not going 
to listen to their cry; and when they 
offer *burnt offering and grain offer- 
ing, | am not going to accept them. 
Rather I am going to kmake an end of 
them by the 8sword, famine and pesti- 
lence.” Je 6:20; 7:21 © Je 8:13 « Je 21:9 


False Prophets 

13 But, “Ah, Lord Gop!” I said, 
“Look, the prophets are telling them, 
“You will not see the sword nor will 
you have famine, but I will give you 
lasting peace in this place.’” 

14 Then the Lorp said to me, “The 
prophets are prophesying falsehood 
in My name. I have neither sent them 
nor commanded them nor spoken to 
them; they are prophesying to you a 
false vision, divination, futility and 
the deception of their own minds. 

15 “Therefore thus says the Lorp 
concerning the prophets who are 
prophesying in My name, although it 
was not I who sent them—yet they 
keep saying, ‘There will be no sword 
or famine in this land’—®by sword 
and famine those prophets shall meet 
their end! Je 23:15; Eze 14:10 

16 “The people also to whom they 
are prophesying will be 8thrown out 
into the streets of Jerusalem because 
of the famine and the sword; and 
there will be no one to 8bury them— 
neither them, nor their wives, nor 
their sons, nor their daughters—for I 
will pour out their own wickedness on 
them. Ps 79:2, 3; Je 7:33; 15:2, 3° Je 8:1, 2 

17 “You will say this word to them, 

‘RLet my eyes flow down with 
tears night and day, 

And let them not cease; 

For the virgin daughter of my 
people has been crushed 
with a mighty blow, 

With a sorely infected 
wound. Je 9:1; 13:17; La 1:16 

18 ‘If I §go out to the country, 

Behold, those slain with the 
sword! 


JEREMIAH 14:19 


Or if I enter the city, 

Behold, diseases of famine! 

For both prophet and priest 

Have gone roving about in the 
land that they do not 
know.” Je 6:25; La 1:20; Eze 7:15 


19 Have You completely rejected 
Judah? 

Or have You loathed Zion? 

Why have You stricken us so 
that we Rare beyond 
healing? 

We waited for peace, but 
nothing good came; 

And for a time of healing, but 
behold, terror! Je 30:13 

20 We ®know our wickedness, O 
LorD, 

The iniquity of our fathers, for 
we have sinned against 
You. Ne 9:2: Ps 32:5; Je 3:25 

21 Do not despise us, for Your 
own name’s sake; 

Do not disgrace the throne of 
Your glory; 

Remember and do not annul 
Your covenant with us. 

22 Are there any among the idols 
of the nations who give 
rain? 

Or can the heavens grant 
showers? 

Is it not You, O Lorp our God? 

Therefore we ®hope in You, 

For You are the one who has 
done all these things. 1a3:26 


Judgment Must Come 
l Then the Lorp said to me, “Even 
Rthough Moses and Samuel 
were to ®stand before Me, My heart 
would not be with this people; send 
them away from My presence and let 
them go! Ps 99:6; Eze 14:14, 20 © Je 15:19; 18:20; 35:19 
2 “And it shall be that when they 
say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ 
then you are to tell them, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp: 
“Those destined for death, to 
death; 
And those destined for the 
sword, to the sword; 
And those destined for 
famine, to famine; 
And those destined for 
captivity, to captivity.”’ 
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3 “I will 8appoint over them four 
kinds of doom,” declares the Lorpb: 
“the sword to slay, the ®dogs to drag 
off, and the birds of the sky and the 
beasts of the earth to devour and de- 
stroy. Le 26:16, 22, 25; Eze 14:21 ¢ 1 Ki 21:23, 24 

4 “] will make them an object of 

ae among all the kingdoms of the 
earth because of Manasseh, the son of 
Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for what 
he did in Jerusalem. 

5 “Indeed, who will have pity on 

you, O Jerusalem, 

Or who will mourn for you, 

Or who will turn aside to ask 
about your welfare? Na 3:7 

6 “You who have ®forsaken Me,” 

declares the Lorpb, 
“You keep going backward. 

So I will stretch out My hand 
against you and destroy 
you; 

I am tired of relenting! Je 6:19; 3:9 

7 “I will }winnow them with a 

winnowing fork 

At the gates of the land; 

I will bereave them of 
children, I will destroy My 
people; 

RThey did not repent of their 

ways. Ps 1:4; Je 51:2 ¢ Is 9:13 
8 “Their }widows will be more 
numerous before Me 

Than the sand of the seas; 

I will bring against them, 
against the mother of a 
young man, 

A destroyer at noonday; 

I i at suddenly bring down on 

er 

Anguish and dismay. 1s 3:25, 26; 4:1 

9 “She who ®bore seven sons 

pines away; 

Her breathing is labored. 

Her sun has set while it was 
yet day; 

She has been shamed and 
humiliated. 

So I will give over their 
survivors to the sword 

Before their enemies,” declares 
the Lorp. 1 Sa 2:5; Is 47:9 


10 Woe to me, my mother, that 
you have borne me 
As aman of strife and a man 
of contention to all the 
land! 
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I have not lent, nor have men 
lent money to me, — 
Yet everyone curses me. 
11 The Lorp said, “Surely I will 
set you free for purposes of 


good; 

Surely I will cause the enemy 
to make supplication to 
you 

In a time of disaster and a 
time of distress. 

12 “Can anyone smash iron, 

RIron from the north, or 


ronze? Je 28:14 
13 “Your wealth and your 
treasures 
I will give for booty without 


cost, 

Even for all your sins 

And within all your borders. 

14 “Then I will cause your 

enemies to bring it 

Into a land you do not know; 

For a fire has been kindled in 
My anger, 

It will burn upon you.” 


Jeremiah’s Prayer and God’s 
Answer 
15 You who know, O Lorp, 
Remember me, take notice of 


me, 

And ®take vengeance for me 
on my persecutors. 

Do not, in view of Your 
patience, take me away; 

Know that for Your sake I 
endure reproach. Je 12:3 ¢ Je 11:20 

16 Your words were found and I 
Rate them, 

And Your words became for 
me plows joy and the delight of 
my 

Bot tI fo been called by Your 


ame 
O ees God of hosts. 
17 I 8did not sit in the circle of 
merrymakers, 
Nor did I exult. 
Because of Your hand upon me 
I sat alone, 
For You filled me with 
indignation. Ps 1:1; Je 16:8; 2 Co 6:17 
18 Why has my pain been 
perpetual 
And my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? 
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Will You indeed be to me like a 
deceptive stream 

With water that is unreliable? 

19 Therefore, thus says the Lorp, 
“RIf you return, then I will 
restore you— 

Before Me you will stand; 

And if you extract the 
precious from the 
worthless, 

You will become My 
spokesman. 

They for their part may turn to 


you, 
But as for you, you must not 


turn to them. Je 4:1; Ze 3:7 
20 “Then I will make you to this 
people 


A fortified wall of bronze; 
And though they fight against 


you, 
They will not prevail over you; 
For I am with you to save you 
And deliver you,” declares the 
Lorp. Je 1:18, 19; Eze 3:9 
21 “So I will deliver you from the 
hand of the wicked, 
And I will redeem you from 
the grasp of the violent.” 


Distresses Foretold 
l Gite word of the Lorp also came 
to me saying, 

2 “You shall not take a wife for 
yourself nor have sons or daughters 
in this place.” 

3 For thus says the Lorp con- 
cerning the sons and daughters born 
in this place, and concerning their 
mothers who bear them, and their fa- 
thers who beget them in this land: 

4 “They will die of deadly dis- 
eases, they ®will not be lamented or 
buried; they will be as ®dung on the 
surface of the ground and come to an 
end by sword and famine, and their 
carcasses will become food for the 
birds of the sky and for the beasts of 
the earth.” Je 15:2 « Je 25:33 « Ps 83:10; Je 9:22; 25:33 

5 For thus says the Lorp, “Do not 
enter a house of mourning, or go to 
lament or to console them; for I have 
withdrawn My peace from this peo- 
ple,” declares the Lorp, “My lov- 
ingkindness and compassion. 

6 “Both Rereat men and small 
will die in this land; they will not be 
buried, they will not be lamented, nor 
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will anyone gash himself or ®shave 
his head for them. 2 ch 36:17: Eze 9:6 « Is 22:12 

7 “Men will not 8break bread in 
mourning for them, to comfort any- 
one for the dead, nor give them a cup 
of consolation to drink for anyone’s 
father or mother. De 26:14; Eze 24:17; Ho 9:4 

8 “Moreover you shall not go into 
a house of feasting to sit with them to 
eat and drink.” 

9 For thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel: “Behold, I am going 
to Teliminate from this place, before 
your eyes and in your time, the voice 
of rejoicing and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the groom and the voice 
of the bride. Lit cause to cease 

10 “Now when you tell this people 
all these words, they will say to you, 
‘For what reason has the Lorp de- 
clared all this great calamity against 
us? And what is our iniquity, or what 
is our sin which we have committed 
against the Lorp our God?’ 

11 “Then you are to say to them, 
‘It is because your forefathers have 
forsaken Me,’ declares the Lorp, ‘and 
have followed other gods and served 
them and bowed down to them; but 
Me they have forsaken and have not 
kept My law. 

12 ‘You too have done evil, even 
more than your forefathers; for be- 
hold, you are each one walking ac- 
cording to the 8stubbornness of his 
own fevil heart, without listening to 
Me. 1 Sa 15:23; Je 7:24; 9:14; 13:10 Ec 9:3; Mk 7:21 

13 ‘So I will 8hurl you out of this 
land into the land which you have not 
known, neither you nor your fathers; 
and there you will serve other gods 
day and night, for I will grant you no 
favor, De 4:26, 27; 2 Ch 7:20; Je 15:1 


God Will Restore Them 

14 “Therefore behold, days are 
coming,” declares the Lorp, “when it 
will no longer be said, ‘As the Lorp 
lives, who brought up the sons of Is- 
rael out of the land of Egypt, 

15 but, ‘As the Lorp lives, who 
brought up the sons of Israel from the 
Rland of the north and from all the 
countries where He had banished 
them.’ For I will restore them to their 
own land which I gave to their fa- 
thers. Ps 106:47; Is 11:11-16; 14:1; Je 3:18; 23:8; 24:6 

16 “Behold, I am going to send for 
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many ®fishermen,” declares the Lorp, 
“and they will fish for them; and af- 
terwards I will send for many hunters, 
and they will hunt them from every 
mountain and every hill and from the 
clefts of the rocks. Am 4:2; Hab 1:14, 15 
17 “For My eyes are on all their 
ways; they are not hidden from My 
face, ®nor is their iniquity concealed 
from My eyes. Je 2:22 
18 “I will first }doubly repay their 
iniquity and their sin, because they 
have polluted My land; they have 
filled My inheritance with the car- 
casses of their detestable idols and 
with their abominations.” Je 17:18; Re 18:6 
19 OLorp, my &strength and my 
stronghold, 
And my ®refuge in the day of 
distress, 
To You the nations will come 
From the ends of the earth 
and Say, 
“Our fathers have inherited 
nothing but falsehood, 
Futility and things of no 
profit.” Ps 18:1, 2; Is 25:4 Na 1:7 
20 Can man make gods for 
himself? 
Yet they are not gods! 


21 “Therefore behold, I am going 
to make them know— 
This time I will make them 
know 
My power and My might; 
And they shall know that My 
name is the Lorp.” Ps 9:16 


The Deceitful Heart 
l The 8sin of Judah is written 
down with an 8iron stylus; 
With a diamond point it is 
engraved upon the tablet of 
their heart 
And on the horns of their 
altars, Je 2:22; 4:14 © Job 19:24 
2 As they remember their 
Rchildren, 
So they remember their altars 
and their Asherim 
By ®green trees on the high 
hills. Je 7:18 © Je 3:6 
3 O mountain of Mine in the 
countryside, 
I will give over your wealth 
and all your treasures for 
booty, 


Your high places for sin 

throughout your borders. 
4 And you will, even of yourself, 

let go of your inheritance 

That I gave you; 

And I will make you serve 
your enemies 

In the 2land which you do not 
know; 

For you have kindled a fire in 
My anger 

Which will burn forever. je 16:13 


5 Thus says the Lorp, 
“Cursed is the man who trusts 
in mankind 
And makes flesh his ‘strength, 
And whose heart turns away 
from the Lorp. Lit arm 
6 “For he will be like a bush in 
the desert 
And will not see when 
prosperity comes, 
But will live in stony wastes in 
the wilderness, 
A ®land of salt without 
inhabitant. Je 48:6 ¢ De 29:23; Job 39:6 
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts 
in the Lorp 
And whose trust is the Lorp. 
8 “For he will be like a "tree 
planted by the water, 
That extends its roots by a 
stream 
And will not fear when the 
heat comes; 
But its leaves will be green, 
And it will not be anxious in a 
year of ®drought 
Nor cease to yield fruit. 


y* 9 “The heart is more deceitful 
than all else 
And is desperately sick; 
Who can understand it? 
10 “I, the Lorb, search the heart, 
I test the ™mind, 
Even to give to each man 
according to his ways, 
I According to the Tresults of 
| his deeds. Lit kidneys ¢ Lit fruit 
11 “As a partridge that hatches 
eggs which it has not laid, 
So is he who ®makes a 
fortune, but unjustly; 
In the midst of his days it will 
forsake him, 
And in the end he will be a 
RfOOI.” Je 6:13: 8:10; 22:13, 17 * Lk 12:20 
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12 A glorious throne on high 
from the beginning 
Is the place of our sanctuary. 
13 O Lorp, the 8hope of Israel, 
All who 8forsake You will be 
put to shame. 
Those who turn away on earth 
will be written down, 
Because they have forsaken 
the fountain of living water, 
even the LORD. Je 14:8; 50:7 Is 1:28 
14 Heal me, O Lorp, and I will 
be healed; 
Save me and I will be saved, 
For You are my praise. 
15 Look, they keep ®saying to 


me, 
“Where is the word of the 
LorpD? 
Let it come now!” — 1s5:19:2 Pe 3:4 
16 But as for me, I have not 
hurried away from being a 
shepherd after You, 
Nor have I longed for the 
woeful day; 
RYou Yourself know that the 
utterance of my lips 
Was in Your presence. Je 12:3 
17 Do not be a terror to me; 
You are my ®refuge in the 
day of disaster. Je 16:19; Na 1:7 
18 Let those who persecute me 
be put to shame, but as for 
me, 2let me not be put to 
shame; 
Let them be dismayed, but let 
me not be dismayed. 
RBring on them a day of 
disaster, 
And crush them with twofold 
destruction! Je 1:17 Ps 35:8 


The Sabbath Must Be Kept 

19 Thus the Lorn said to me, “Go 
and stand in the "public gate, through 
which the kings of Judah come in and 
go out, as well as in all the gates of 
Jerusalem; Lit gate of the sons of the people 

20 and say to them, ‘Listen to the 
word of the Lorp, ®kings of Judah, 
and all Judah and all inhabitants of 
Jerusalem who come in through these 
gates: Eze 2:7 ¢ Ps 49:1, 2; Je 19:3, 4 

21 ‘Thus says the Lorp, “Take 
heed for yourselves, and ®do not carry 
any load on the sabbath day or bring 


Y 17:9-10 %% 17:14 % 17:17 
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anything in through the gates of 
Jerusalem. Nu 15:32-36; Ne 13:15-21; Jo 5:9-12 

22 “You shall not bring a load out 
of your houses on the sabbath day nor 
do any work, but keep the sabbath 
day holy, as I %:ommanded your fore- 
fathers. Ex 31:13-17; Eze 20:12; Ze 1:4 

23 “Yet they did not listen or in- 
cline their ears, but ®stiffened their 
necks in order not to listen or take 
correction. Je 7:24, 28; 11:10 ¢ Pr 29:1; Je 7:26; 19:15 

24 “But it will come about, if you 
listen attentively to Me,” declares the 
Lorp, “to bring no load in through the 
gates of this city on the sabbath day, 
Rpbut to keep the sabbath day holy by 
doing no work onit, —_ Ex 20:8-11; Eze 20:20 

25 Rthen there will come in 
through the gates of this city kings 
and princes sitting on the throne of 
David, riding in chariots and on 
horses, they and their princes, the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and this ®city will be in- 
habited forever. Je 22:4 ¢ Ps 132:13, 14; He 12:22 

26 “They will come in from the 
Rcities of Judah and from the environs 
of Jerusalem, from the land of Ben- 
jamin, from the 8lowland, from the 
hill country and from the Negev, 
bringing burnt offerings, sacrifices, 
grain offerings and incense, and 
bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving to 
the house of the LORD. Je 32:44; 33:13 « Ze 7:7 

27 “But 8if you do not listen to Me 
to keep the sabbath day holy by not 
carrying a load and coming in 
through the gates of Jerusalem on 
the sabbath day, then I will kindle a 
fire in its gates and it will devour the 
palaces of Jerusalem and not be 
quenched.”’” Is 1:20; Je 22:5; 26:4; Ze 7:11-14 


The Potter and the Clay 
l The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lorp saying, 

2 “Arise and go down to the pot- 
ter’s house, and there I will announce 
My words to you.” Je 19:1, 2 

3 Then I went down to the pot- 

ter’s house, and there he was, making 
something on the wheel. 
_ 4 But the vessel that he was mak- 
ing of clay was spoiled in the hand of 
the potter; so he remade it into an- 
other vessel, as it pleased the potter 
to make. 
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5 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me Saying, 

6 “Can I not, O house of Israel, 
deal with you as this potter does?” de- 
clares the Lorp. “Behold, like the clay 
in the potter’s hand, so are you in My 
hand, O house of Israel. 

7 “At one moment I might speak 
concerning a nation or concerning a 
kingdom to 8uproot, to pull down, or 
to destroy it; Je 1:10 

8 if that nation against which I 
have spoken turns from its evil, I will 
Frelent concerning the calamity I 
planned to bring on it. 

9 “Or at another moment I might 
speak concerning a nation or con- 
cerning a kingdom to ®build up or to 
plant it; Je 1:10; 31:28; Am 9:11-15 

10 if it does evil in My sight by not 
obeying My voice, then I will F8think 
better of the good with which I had 
promised to bless it. 1 Sa 2:30; 13:13 

11 “So now then, speak to the men 
of Judah and against the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem saying, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp, “Behold, I am_ fashioning 
calamity against you and devising a 
plan against you. Oh turn back, each 
of you from his evil way, and reform 
your ways and your deeds.”’ 

12 “But ®they will say, ‘It’s hope- 
less! For we are going to follow our 
own plans, and each of us will act ac- 
cording to the 8stubbornness of his 
evil heart.’ 1s 57:10; Je 2:25 * De 29:19; Je 7:24; 16:12 

13 “Therefore thus says the Lorp, 

‘RAsk now among the nations, 

Who ever heard the like of 
this? 

The ®virgin of Israel 

Has done a most appalling 
thing. Is 66:8; Je 2:10, 11 ¢ Je 14:17; 31:4 

14 ‘Does the snow of Lebanon 

forsake the rock of the open 
country? 

Or is the cold flowing water 
from a foreign land ever 
snatched away? 

15 pele people have forgotten 


e; 
They burn incense to 
worthless gods 
And they have stumbled from 
their ways, 
From the ancient paths, 


18:8 Lit repent of 18:10 Lit repent 
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To walk in bypaths, 
Not on a highway, 
16 To make their land a 
desolation, 
An object of perpetual 
hissing; 
Everyone who passes by it 
will be astonished 
And shake his head. 
17 ‘Like an east wind I will scatter 
them 
Before the enemy; 
I will show them My back and 
not My face 
In the day of their calamity.” 
18 Then they said, “Come and let 
us ®devise plans against Jeremiah. 
Surely the ®law is not going to be lost 
to the priest, nor counsel to the sage, 


Je.2:32; 3:21 


~ nor the divine word to the prophet! 


Come on and let us strike at him with 
our tongue, and let us give no heed to 
any of his words.” Je 11:19; 18:11 « Je 2:8; Mal 2:7 
19 Do give heed to me, O Lorp, 
And listen to what my 
opponents are saying! 
20 RShould good be repaid with 
evil? 
For they have dug a pit for me. 
Remember how | ®stood 
before You 
To speak good on their 
behalf, 
So as to turn away Your wrath 
from them. Ps 109:4 © Ps 106:23 
21 Therefore, ®give their children 
over to famine 
And deliver them up to the 
power of the sword; 
And let their wives become 
childless and widowed. 
Let their men also be smitten 
to death, 
Their young men struck 
down by the sword in 
battle. Ps 109:9-20; Je 11:22; 14:16 
22 May an ®outcry be heard from 
their houses, 
When You suddenly bring 
raiders upon them; 
RFor they have dug a pit to 
capture me 
And ®hidden snares for my 
feet. Je 6:26; 25:34, 36 © Je 18:20 ¢ Ps 140:5 
23 Yet You, O Lorp, know 
All their deadly designs 
against me; 
RDo not forgive their iniquity 
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Or blot out their sin from Your 
sight. 

But may they be overthrown 
before You; 

Deal with them in the time of 
Your anger! Ne 4:5: Ps 109:14: Is 2:9 


The Broken Jar 

l Thus says the Lorp, “Go and 
buy a potter’s earthenware 

Rjiar, and take some of the Felders of 

the people and some of the 8senior 

priests. Je 18:2 ¢ Je 19:10 © Nu 11:16 © 2 Ki 19:2; Eze 8:11 

2 “Then go out to the valley of 
Ben-hinnom, which is by the entrance 
of the potsherd gate, and ®proclaim 
there the words that I tell you, — pr1:20 

3 and say, ‘Hear the word of the 
Lorpb, O 8kings of Judah and inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem: thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold I 
am about to bring a calamity upon 
this place, at which the ears of every- 
one that hears of it will tingle. Je 17:20 

4 “Because they have forsaken 
Me and have ®made this an alien 
place and have burned sacrifices in it 
to other gods, that neither they nor 
their forefathers nor the kings of 
Judah had ever known, and because 
they have filled this place with the 
blood of the innocent Eze 7:22; Da 11:31 

5 and have built the high places 
of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as 
burnt offerings to Baal, a thing which 
I never commanded or spoke of, nor 
did it ever enter My mind; 

6 therefore, behold, days are 
coming,” declares the Lorp, “when 
this place will no longer be called 
RTopheth or ®the valley of Ben-hin- 
nom, but rather the valley of Slaugh- 
ter. Je 7:32 © Is 30:33 © Jos 15:8 

7 “J will make void the counsel of 
Judah and Jerusalem in this place, 
and I will cause them to fall by the 
sword before their enemies and by the 
hand of those who seek their life; and 
I will give over their carcasses as 
food for the birds of the sky and the 
beasts of the earth. Ps 79:2: Je 16:4 

8 “I will also make this city a 
Rdesolation and an object of hissing; 
Reveryone who passes by it will be as- 
tonished and hiss because of all its 
disasters. Je 18:16; 49:13; 50:13 « 1 Ki 9:8; 2 Ch 7:21 

9 “I will make them 8eat the flesh 
of their sons and the flesh of their 
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daughters, and they will eat one an- 
other’s flesh in the siege and in the 
distress with which their enemies and 
those who seek their life will distress 
them.”’ Le 26:29; De 28:53, 55; Is 9:20; La 4:10; Eze 5:10 

10 “Then you are to break the 8jar 
in the sight of the men who accom- 
pany you Je 19:1 

11 and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp of hosts, “Just so will I Sbreak 
this people and this city, even as one 
breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot 
again be repaired; and they will bury 
in Topheth because there is no other 
place for burial. Ps 2:9: Is 30:14; La 4:2; Re 2:27 

12 “This is how I will treat this 
place and its inhabitants,” declares 
the Lorp, “so as to make this city like 
Topheth. 

13 “The houses of Jerusalem and 
the houses of the kings of Judah will 
be defiled like the place Topheth, be- 
cause of all the houses on whose 
rooftops they burned sacrifices to all 
the heavenly host and poured out 
drink offerings to other gods.”’” 

14 Then Jeremiah came from 
Topheth, where the Lorp had sent 
him to prophesy; and he stood in the 
Rcourt of the Lorp’s house and said to 
all the people: 2 Ch 20:5; Je 26:2 

15 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I am about 
to bring on this city and all its towns 
the entire calamity that I have de- 
clared against it, because they have 
Rstiffened their necks so as not to 
heed My words,” —_Ne 9:17, 29; Je 7:26; 17:23 


Pashhur Persecutes Jeremiah 

2 When Pashhur the priest, the 
son of Immer, who was chief of- 

ficer in the house of the Lorp, heard 

Jeremiah prophesying these things, 

2 Pashhur had Jeremiah the 
prophet beaten and put him in the 
stocks that were at the upper ®Ben- 
jamin Gate, which was by the house 
of the Lorp. Je 37:13; 38:7; Ze 14:10 

3 On the next day, when Pashhur 
released Jeremiah from the stocks, Je- 
remiah said to him, “Pashhur is not 
the name the Lorn has called you, but 
rather ‘Magor-missabib. 

4 “For thus says the Lorp, ‘Be- 
hold, Iam going to make you a terror 
to yourself and to all your friends; and 
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while your eyes look on, they will fall 
by the sword of their enemies. So I 
will give over all Judah to the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he will carry 
them away as exiles to Babylon and 
will slay them with the sword. 

5 ‘I will also give over all the 
wealth of this city, all its produce and 
all its costly things; even all the treas- 
ures of the kings of Judah I will give 
over to the hand of their enemies, and 
they will plunder them, take them 
away and bring them to Babylon. 

6 ‘And you, ®Pashhur, and all 
who live in your house will go into 
captivity; and you will enter Babylon, 
and there you will die and there you 
will be buried, you and all your 
Rfriends to whom you have falsely 
prophesied.’” Je 20:1 ¢ Je 20:4; 29:21 


Jeremiah’s Complaint 
7 O Lorp, You have deceived me 
and I was deceived; 
You have 8overcome me and 
prevailed. 
I have become a 
laughingstock all day long; 
Everyone mocks me. Eze 3:14 
8 For each time I speak, I cry 
aloud; 
I proclaim violence and 
destruction, 
Because for me the ®word of 
the Lorp has resulted 
In reproach and derision all 
day long. Je 6:7 + 2 Ch 36:16; Je 6:10 
9 But if I say, “I will not 
remember Him 
Or speak anymore in His 
name,” 
Then in my heart it becomes 
like a burning fire 
Shut up in my bones; 
And I am weary of holding it 
in, 
And I cannot endure it. 
10 For I have heard the 
whispering of many, 
“Terror on every side! 
Denounce him; yes, let us 
denounce him!” 
All my trusted friends, 
Watching for my fall, say: 
“Perhaps he will be deceived, 
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so that we may prevail 
against him 
And take our revenge on him.” 
11 But the Lorp is with me like a 
dread champion; 
Therefore my persecutors will 
stumble and not prevail. 
They will be utterly ashamed, 
because they have failed, 
With an everlasting disgrace 
that will not be forgotten. 
12 Yet, O Lorp of hosts, You who 
test the righteous, 
Who see the mind and the 
heart; 
Let me ®see Your vengeance 
on them; 
For to You I have set forth my 
Cause. Ps 54:7; 59:10; Je 11:20 
13 Sing to the Lorp, praise the 
Lorp! 
For He has delivered the soul 
of the needy one 
From the hand of evildoers. 


14 Cursed be the day when I was 
born; 
Let the day not be blessed 
when my mother bore me! 
15 Cursed be the man who 
brought the news 
To my father, saying, 
“A baby boy has been born to 
you!” 
And made him very happy. 
16 But let that man be like the 
cities 
Which the Lorp overthrew 
without Frelenting, 
And let him hear an outcry in 
the morning 
Anda shout of alarm at 
noon Ge 19:25 ¢ Je 18:22; 48:3, 4 
1 Because he did not kill me 
before birth, 
So that my mother would have 
been my grave, 
And her womb ever pregnant. 
18 Why did I ever come forth 
from the womb 
To look on trouble and sorrow, 
So that my ®days have been 
spent in shame? __ Ps 90:9; 102:3 


Jeremiah’s Message for Zedekiah 
2 The word which came to Jere- 

miah from the Lorp when King 
Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur the son 
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of Malchijah, and Zephaniah the 
priest, the son of Maaseiah, saying 

2 “Please 8inquire of the Lorp on 
our behalf, for $Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon is warring against us; per- 
haps the Lorp will deal with us ac- 
cording to all His wonderful acts, so 
that the enemy will withdraw from 
us.” Ex 9:28; Je 37:3, 17; Eze 14:7; 20:1-3 ¢ 2 Ki 25:1 

3 Then Jeremiah said to them, 
“You shall say to Zedekiah as follows: 

4 ‘Thus says the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, “Behold, I am about to turn back 
the weapons of war which are in 
your hands, with which you are war- 
ring against the king of Babylon and 
the Chaldeans who are besieging you 
outside the wall; and I will gather 
them into the center of this city. 

5 “I 3Myself will war against you 
with an outstretched hand and a 
mighty arm, even in anger and wrath 
and great indignation. Is 63:10 

6 “I will also strike down the in- 
habitants of this city, both man and 
beast; they will die of a great ®pesti- 
lence. Je 14:12; 32:24 

7 “Then afterwards,” declares 
the Lorp, “I will give over Zedekiah 
king of Judah and his servants and 
the people, even those who survive in 
this city from the pestilence, the 
sword and the famine, into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and into the hand of their foes and 
into the hand of those who seek their 
lives; and he will strike them down 
with the edge of the sword. He will 
not spare them nor have pity nor 
compassion.’ 

8 “You shall also say to this peo- 
ple, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “Behold, I 
Rset before you the way of life and the 
way of death. De 30:15, 19; Is 1:19, 20 

9 “He who dwells in this city will 
die by the sword and by famine and 
by pestilence; but he who goes out 
and falls away to the Chaldeans who 
are besieging you will live, and he will 
have his own life as booty. 

10 “For I have set My face against 
this city for "harm and not for good,” 
declares the Lorp. “It will be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon 
and he will burn it with fire.’ — Lit evil 

11 “Then say to the household of 
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the ®king of Judah, ‘Hear the word of 
the Lorp, Je 17:20 
12 O ®house of David, thus says 
the Lorpb: 
“A dminister justice every 
Rmorning; 

And deliver the person who 
has been robbed from the 
power of his oppressor, 

That My wrath may not go 
forth like fire 

And burn with none to 
extinguish it, 

Because of the evil of their 
deeds. Is 7:2, 13 © Ps 101:8; Zep 3:5 


13 “Behold, 8I am against you, O 
valley dweller, 
O rocky plain,” declares the 
Lorp, 
“You men who Say, ‘Who will 
come down against us? 
Or who will enter into our 
habitations?’ Je 23:30-32; Eze 13:8 
14 “But I will punish you 
Raccording to the results of 
your deeds,” declares the 


ORD, 
“And I will kindle a fire in its 
forest 
That it may devour all its 
environs.”’” Is 3:10, 11; Je 17:10; 32:19 


Warning of Jerusalem’s Fall 
2 Thus says the Lorp, “Go down 
to the house of the king of 
Judah, and there speak this word 
2 and say, ‘Hear the word of the 
Lorp, O king of Judah, who 8sits on 
David’s throne, you and your servants 
and your people who enter these 
gates. Is 9:7; Je 17:25; 22:4, 30; Lk 1:32 
3 ‘Thus says the Lorp, “Do jus- 
tice and righteousness, and deliver 
the one who has been robbed from 
the power of his oppressor. Also ®do 
not mistreat or do violence to the 
stranger, the orphan, or the widow; 
and do not 8shed innocent blood in 
this place. Ex 22:21-24 © Je 7:6; 19:4; 22:17 
4 “For if you men will indeed per- 
form this thing, then ®kings will enter 
the gates of this house, sitting Tin 
David’s place on his throne, riding in 
chariots and on horses, even the king 
himself and his servants and his peo- 
ple. Je 17:25 © Lit for David 
5 “But if you will not obey these 
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words, I swear by Myself,” declares 
the Lorp, “that this house wili become 
a desolation.”’” Ge 22:16; Am 6:8; He 6:13 
6 For thus says the LorpD con- 
cerning the house of the king of 
Judah: 
“You are like 8Gilead to Me, 
Like the summit of Lebanon; 
Yet most assuredly I will make 
you like a wilderness, 

Like cities which are not 
inhabited. Ge 37:25; Nu 32:1; Song 4:1 

7 “For I will set apart destroyers 

against you, 

Each with his weapons; 

And they will cut down your 
choicest cedars 

And throw them on the fire. 

8 “Many nations will pass by this 
city; and they will say to one another, 
‘Why has the Lorp done thus to this 
great city?’ 

9 “Then they will ‘answer, ‘Be- 
cause they forsook the covenant of 
the Lorp their God and bowed down 
to other gods and served them.’” Lit say 

10 Do not weep for the dead or 
mourn for him, 

But weep continually for the 
one who goes away; 

For he will never return 

Or see his native land. 

11 For thus says the Lorp in re- 
gard to 'Shallum the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, who became king in 
the place of Josiah his father, who 
went forth from this place, “He will 
never return there; I.e. Jehoahaz 

12 but in the place where they led 
him captive, there he will ®die and not 
see this land again. 2 Ki 23:34; Je 22:18 


Messages about the Kings 
13 “Woe to him who builds his 
house without 
righteousness 
And his upper rooms without 
justice, 
Who uses his neighbor’s 
services without pay 
aug does not give him his 
wages Je 17:11; Mi 3:10; Hab 2:9 
14 Who says, ‘T will 8build myself 
a roomy house 
With spacious upper rooms, 
And cut out its windows, 
Paneling it with cedar and 


painting it bright red.’ — 1s5:8 
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15 “Do you become a king 
because you are competing 
in cedar? 

Did not your father eat and 
drink 

And do justice and 
righteousness? 

Then it was well with him. 

16 “He pled the cause of the 
Rafflicted and needy; 

Then it was well. 

Is not that what it means to 
know Me?” 

Declares the LorbD. Ps 72:1-4, 12, 13 

17 “But your eyes and your heart 

Are intent only upon your 
own dishonest gain, 

And on ®shedding innocent 
blood 

And on practicing oppression 
and extortion.” 2 Ki 24:4; Je 22:3 

18 Therefore thus says the Lorp 

in regard to Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah, 
“They will not lament for him: 

‘Alas, my brother!’ or, ‘Alas, 
sister!’ 

They will not lament for him: 

‘Alas for the master!’ or, ‘Alas 
for his splendor!’ — Je 22:10; 34:5 

19 “He will be ®buried with a 
donkey’s burial, 

Dragged off and thrown out 
beyond the gates of 
Jerusalem. — 1 Ki21:23, 24; Je 36:30 

20 “Go up to Lebanon and cry out, 

And lift up your voice in 
Bashan; 

Cry out also from ®Abarim, 

For all your lovers have been 
crushed. Nu 27:12; De 32:49 

21 “I spoke to you in your 
prosperity; 

But ®you said, ‘I will not 
listen!’ } 

RThis has been your practice 
from your youth, 

That you have not obeyed My 

voice. Je 13:10; 19:15 © Je 3:25 
22 “The wind will sweep away all 
your ®shepherds, 

And your 8lovers will go into 
captivity; 

Then you will surely be 
ashamed and humiliated 

Because of all your 
wickedness. Je 23:1 © Je 30:14 

23 “You who dwell in Lebanon, 


JEREMIAH 23:2 


Nested in the cedars, 

How you will groan when 
pangs come upon you, 

RPain like a woman in 
childbirth! Je 4:31; 6:24 

24 “As I live,” declares the Lorp, 
“even though FConiah the son of Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah were a ®signet 
ring on My right hand, yet I would 
pull you off; Song 8:6; Is 49:16; Hag 2:23 

25 and I will give you over into the 
hand of those who are seeking your 
life, yes, into the hand of those whom 
you dread, even into the hand of Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon and 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

26 “I will hurl you and your 
mother who bore you into another 
country where you were not born, and 
there you will die. 2 Ki 24:15: Je 10:18; 16:13 

27 “But as for the land to which 
they desire to return, they will not re- 
turn to it. 

28 “Is this man Coniah a despised, 

shattered jar? 

Or is he an undesirable 
vessel? 

Why have he and his 
descendants been 8hurled 
out 

And cast into a land that they 
had not known? Je 15:1 «Je 17:4 

29 “O land, land, land, 

Hear the word of the Lorp! 

30 “Thus says the Lorpb, 

‘Write this man down 
childless, 

A man who will not prosper in 
his days; 

For no man of his descendants 
will prosper 

Sitting on the throne of David 

Or ruling again in Judah.’” 


The Coming Messiah: the 
Righteous Branch 
y) nee to the shepherds who are 
Rdestroying and scattering the 
sheep of My pasture!” declares the 
LorpD. Eze 13:3; 34:2; Ze 11:17 © Is 56:9-12; Je 10:21; 50:6 
2 Therefore thus says the Lorp 
God of Israel concerning the shep- 
herds who are tending My people: 
“You have scattered My flock and 
driven them away, and have not at- 
tended to them; behold, I am about to 


22:24 I.e. Jehoiachin 
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attend to you for the evil of your 
deeds,” declares the LORD. Je 21:12; 44:22 

3 “Then I Myself will gather the 
remnant of My flock out of all the 
countries where I have driven them 
and bring them back to their pasture, 
and they will be fruitful and multiply 

4 “I will also raise up shepherds 
over them and they will tend them; 
and they will not be afraid any longer, 
nor be terrified, nor will any be miss- 
ing,” declares the Lorpb. 

t 5 “Behold, the days are 
coming,” declares the Lorpb, 
“When I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch; 
And He will reign as king and 
act wisely 
And do justice and 
righteousness in the land. 
6 “In His days Judah will be 
saved, 
And Israel will dwell securely; 
And this is His name by which 
He will be called, 
‘The Lorp our righteousness.’ 
7 “Therefore behold, the days 
are coming,” declares the Lorp, 
“when they will no longer say, ‘As the 
Lorp lives, who brought up the sons 
of Israel from the land of Egypt, 

8 8but, ‘As the Lorp lives, who 
brought up and led back the descen- 
dants of the household of Israel from 
the north land and from all the coun- 
tries where I had driven them, Then 
they will live on their own soil.” Je 16:15 


False Prophets Denounced 
9 As for the prophets: 

My ®heart is broken within 
me, 

All my bones tremble; 

I have become like a drunken 
man, 

Even like a man overcome 
with wine, 

Because of the Lorp 

And because of His holy 


words. Je 8:18; Hab 3:16 
10 For the land is full of 
adulterers; 


For the land mourns because 
of the curse. 

The pastures of the wilderness 
have dried up. 

Their course also is evil 

And their might is not right. 
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11 “For both prophet and priest 
are polluted; 
Even in My house I have found 
their wickedness,” declares 
the Lorp. Je 6:13; Zep 3:4 
12 “Therefore their way will be 
like slippery paths to them, 
They will be driven away into 
the gloom and fall down in 
it; 
For I will bring ®calamity 
upon them, 
The year of their punishment,” 
declares the Lorp. Je 11:23 


13 “Moreover, among the prophets 
of Samaria I saw an 
Roffensive thing: 

They prophesied by Baal and 
Ried My people Israel 
astray. Ho 9:7, 8 * Is 9:16 

14 “Also among the prophets of 
Jerusalem I have seen a 
Rhorrible thing: 

The committing of adultery 
and walking in falsehood; 

And they strengthen the 
hands of evildoers, 

So that no one has turned 
back from his wickedness. 

All of them have become to 
Me like Sodom, 

And her inhabitants like 
Gomorrah. Je 5:30 ¢ Je 29:23 

15 “Therefore thus says the Lorp 

of hosts concerning the prophets, 

‘Behold, Iam going to feed 
them wormwood 

And make them drink 
poisonous water, 

For from the prophets of 
Jerusalem 

Pollution has gone forth into 
all the land.’” 

16 Thus says the Lorn of hosts, 

“RDo not listen to the words of 
the prophets who are 
prophesying to you. 

They are leading you into 
futility; 

They speak a vision of their 
own imagination, 

Not from the mouth of the 
Lorb. Je 27:9, 10, 14-17; 1 Jo 4:1 

17 “They keep saying to those 
who despise Me, 


¥23:5-Ma 1:1 


‘The Lorp has said; “You will 
have peace”’;. 

And as for everyone who - 
walks in the stubbornness 
of his own heart, © © 

They say, ‘Calamity will not 
come upon you.’ Mi 2:11 

- 18 “But who has stood in the 
council of the: Lorp, ) 

That he should see and hear 
His word? 

Who has given ®heed to His 
word and listened? Job 33:31 

19 “Behold, the storm of the Lorp 
has gone forth in wrath, 

Even a whirling tempest; 

It will swirl down on the head 
of the wicked. 

20 “The anger of the Lorp will not 
turn back 

Until He has performed and 
_carried out the purposes of 
His heart; 

RIn the last days you will 
clearly understand it. Ge 49:1 

21 “I did not send these prophets, 

But-they ran. 

I did not speak to them, 

But they prophesied. 

22 “But if they had stood in My 
council, 

Then they would have 
Rannounced My words to 
My people, 

And would have turned them 
back from their evil way 

And from the evil of their 


deeds. Je 9:12; 23:18 Je 35:15; Ze 1:4 
oe 23 


“Am 1a God who is near,” 
declares the Lorpb, 
“And not a God far off? ps 139:1-10 
24 “Can a man hide himself in 
| hiding places 
{ So I do not see him?” declares 
the Lorp. 
“RDo I not fill the heavens and 
the earth?” declares the 
i LorD. 1 Ki 8:27; 2 Ch 2:6; Is 66:1 
25 “I have heard what the 
prophets have said who prophesy 
falsely in My name, saying, ‘I had a 
dream, I had a dream!’ Je 8:6; 1 Co 4:5 
26 “How long? Is there anything 
in the hearts of the prophets who 
prophesy falsehood, even these 
prophets of the 8deception of their 
own heart, 1 Ti 4:1,2 
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27 who intend-to 8make My peo- 
ple forget My name by their dreams 
which they relate to one another, just 
as their fathers forgot My name be- 
cause Of Baal? De 13:1:3; Je 29:8 © Ju 3:7: 8:33, 34 

28 “The prophet who has a dream 
may relate his dream, but let him who 
has My word speak My word in truth. 
What does straw have in common 
with grain?” declares the Lorp. 

29 “Is not My word like 8fire?” de- 
clares the Lorp, “and like a hammer 
which shatters a rock? Je 5:14; 20:9 

30 “Therefore behold, ®8I am 
against the prophets,” declares the 
Lorp, “who steal My words from each 
other. De 18:20; Ps 34:16; Je 14:14, 15; Eze 13:8 

31 “Behold, I. am against the 
prophets,” declares the Lorp, “who 
use their tongues and declare, ‘The 
Lord declares.’ 

32 “Behold, Iam against those 
who have prophesied false 
dreams,” declares the Lorp, “and re- 
lated them and led My people astray 
by their falsehoods and ®reckless 
boasting; yet I did not send them or 
command them, nor do they furnish 
this people the slightest benefit,” de- 
clares the LORD. De 13:1, 2: Je 23:25 ® ‘Zep 3:4 
33° “Now when this people or the 
prophet or a priest asks you saying, 
‘What is the FRoracle of the Lorp?’ 
then you shall say to them, ‘What or- 
acle?’ The Lorp declares, ‘I will aban- 
don you.’ Is 13:1; Na 1:1; Hab 1:1; Ze 9:1; Mal 1:1 

34 “Then as for the prophet or the 
priest or the people who say, ‘The ®or- 
acle of the Lorp, I will bring punish- 
ment upon that man and _ his 
household. La 2:14; Ze 13:3 

35 “Thus will each of you say to 
his neighbor and to his brother, 
‘RWhat has the Lorp answered?’ or, 
‘What has the Lorp spoken?’ Je 33:3; 42:4 

36 “For you will no longer remem- 
ber the oracle of the Lorp, because 
every man’s own word will become 
the oracle, and you have ®perverted 
the words of the living God, the Lorp 
of hosts, our God. Ga 1:7, 8; 2 Pe 3:16 

37 “Thus you will say to that 
prophet, ‘What has the Lorp an- 
swered you?’ and, ‘What has the Lorp 
spoken?’ 


WY 23:23-24 %% 23:32 23:33 Or burden, and so 
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38 “For if you say, ‘The oracle of 
the Lorp!’ surely thus says the Lorp, 
‘Because you Said this word, “The or- 
acle of the Lorp!” I have also sent to 
you, saying, “You shall not say, “The 
oracle of the Lorp!’”’ 

39 “Therefore behold, I will surely 
forget you and cast you away from 
My presence, along with the city 
which I gave you and your fathers. 

40 “I will put an everlasting re- 
proach on you and an everlasting hu- 
miliation which will not be forgotten.” 


Baskets of Figs and the 
Returnees 
2 After Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon had carried away cap- 
tive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, and the officials of 
Judah with the craftsmen and smiths 
from Jerusalem and had brought 
them to Babylon, the Lorp showed 
me: behold, two ®baskets of figs set 
before the temple of the Lorb! ams:1 

2 One basket had very good figs, 
like first-ripe figs, and the other bas- 
ket had very bad figs which could not 
be eaten due to rottenness. 

3 Then the Lorp said to me, 
“What do you see, Jeremiah?” And I 
said, “Figs, the good figs, very good; 
and the bad figs, very bad, which can- 
not be eaten due to rottenness.” 

4 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

5 “Thus says the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, ‘Like these good figs, so I will re- 
gard as good the captives of Judah, 
whom I have sent out of this place 
into the land of the Chaldeans. 

6 ‘For I will set My eyes on them 
for good, and I will bring them again 
to this land; and I will build them up 
and not overthrow them, and I will 
plant them and not pluck them up. 

7 ‘I will give them a heart to 
know Me, for I am the Lorp; and they 
will be My people, and | will be their 
God, for they will ®return to Me with 
their whole heart. 1sa7:3; Ps 119:2: Je 29:13 

8 ‘But like the 8bad figs which 
cannot be eaten due to rottenness— 
indeed, thus says the Lorp—so I will 
abandon ®Zedekiah king of Judah 
and his officials, and the 8remnant of 
Jerusalem who remain in this land 
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and the ones who dwell in the land of 
Egypt. Je 29:17 © Je 39:5; Eze 12:12, 13 « Je 39:9 
9 ‘I will make them a terror and 

an evil for all the kingdoms of the 
earth, as a reproach and a proverb, a 
taunt and a curse in all places where 
I will scatter them. Je 15:4; 29:18; 34:17 
10 ‘I will send the 8sword, the 
famine and the pestilence upon them 
until they are destroyed from the land 
which I gave to them and their forefa- 
thers.’” Is 51:19; Je 21:9; 27:8; Eze 5:12-17 


Prophecy of the Captivity . 
2 The word that came to Jeremiah 
concerning all the people of 
Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that 
was the Rfirst year of Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon), Je 32:1 

2 which Jeremiah the prophet 
spoke to all the 8people of Judah and 
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
saying, Je 18:11 

3 “From the &thirteenth year of 
RJosiah the son of Amon, king of 
Judah, even to this day, ‘these twenty- 
three years the word of the Lorp has 
come to me, and I have spoken to you 
again and again, but you have not lis- 
tened. Je 1:2 © 2 Ch 34:1-3, 8 ¢ Lit this 

4 “And the Lorp has sent to you 
all His servants the prophets again 
and again, but you have not listened 
nor inclined your ear to hear, 

5 saying, “Turn now everyone 
from his evil way and from the evil of 
your deeds, and dwell on the land 
which the Lorp has given to you and 
your forefathers forever and ever; 

6 and ®do not go after other gods 
to serve them and to worship them, 
and do not provoke Me to anger with 
the work of your hands, and I will do 
you no harm.’ De 6:14; 8:19; 2 Ki 17:35; Je 35:15 

7 “Yet you have not listened to 
Me,” declares the Lorn, “in order that 
you might ®provoke Me to anger with 
the work of your hands to your own 
harm. 2 Ki 17:17; 21:15; Je 7:19; 32:30-33 

8 “Therefore thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, ‘Because you have not 
obeyed My words, 

9 behold, I will send and take all 
the families of the north,’ declares the 
Lorpb, ‘and I will send to Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, My servant, 
and will bring them against this land 
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and against its inhabitants and 
against all these nations round about; 
and I will utterly destroy them and 
make them a horror and a hissing, 
and an everlasting desolation. 

10 ‘Moreover, I will 8take from 
them the voice of joy and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride, the sound 
of the millstones and the light of the 
lamp. Is 24:8-11; Je 7:34; 16:9; Eze 26:13; Re 18:23 

11 ‘8This whole land will be a des- 
olation and a horror, and these na- 
tions will serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years. Je 4:27; 12:11, 12 


Babylon Will Be Judged 

12 ‘Then it will be when seventy 
years are completed I will punish the 
king of Babylon and that nation,’ de- 
clares the Lorb, ‘for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans; and I will 
make it an everlasting desolation. 

13 ‘I will bring upon that land all 
My words which I have pronounced 
against it, all that is written in ®this 
book which Jeremiah has prophesied 
against all the nations. Je 36:4, 29, 32 

14 ‘(For many nations and great 
kings will make slaves of them, even 
them; and I will recompense them ac- 
cording to their deeds and according 
to the work of their hands.)’” 

15 For thus the Lorp, the God of 
Israel, says to me, “Take this cup of 
the wine of wrath from My hand and 
cause all the nations to whom I send 
you to drink it. 

16 “They will 8drink and stagger 
and go mad because of the sword that 
I will send among them.” Na 3:11 

17 Then I took the cup from the 
Lorp’s hand and 8made all the na- 
tions to whom the Lorp sent me drink 
it: Je 1:10; 25:28 

18 Jerusalem and the cities of 
Judah and its kings and its princes, to 
make them a ruin, a horror, a hissing 
and a curse, as it is this day; 

19 RPharaoh king of Egypt, his 
servants, his princes and all his peo- 
ple; Je 46:2-28; Na 3:8-10 

‘20 and all the foreign people, all 
the kings of the land of Uz, all the 
kings of the land of the ®Philistines 
(even Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron and the 
remnant of Ashdod); Je 47:1-7 © Is 20:1 
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21 REdom, ®Moab and the sons of 
Ammon; Ps 137:7; Je 49:7-22 ¢ Je 48:1-47; Am 2:1-3 

22 and. all the kings of ®Tyre, all 
the kings of Sidon and the kings of 
Rthe coastlands which are beyond the 
sea; Je 47:4; Ze 9:2-4 ¢ Je 31:10 

23 and Dedan, Tema, Buz and all 
who cut the corners of their hair; 

24 and all the kings of 8Arabia 
and all the kings of the foreign people 
who dwell in the desert; 2Ch9:14 

25 and all the kings of Zimri, all 
the kings of Elam and all the kings of 
Media; Ge 10:22; Is 11:11; Je 49:34 

26 and all the kings of the north, 
near and far, one with another; and 
Rall the kingdoms of the earth which 
are upon the face of the ground, and 
the king of 8Sheshach shall drink 
after them. Je 25:9; 50:9 « Je 51:41 

27 “You shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp of hosts, the God of Is- 
rael, “Drink, be drunk, vomit, fall and 
rise no more because of the sword 
which I will send among you.”’ 

28 “And it will be, if they refuse 
to take the cup from your hand to 
drink, then you will say to them, “Thus 
says the Lorp of hosts: “You shall 
surely drink! Job 34:33 « Je 49:12 

29 “For behold, I am beginning to 
work calamity in this city which is 
called by My name, and shall you be 
completely free from punishment? 
You will not be free from punishment; 
for 3] am summoning a sword against 
all the inhabitants of the earth,” de- 
clares the Lorp of hosts.’ Eze 38:21 

30 “Therefore you shall prophesy 
against them all these words, and you 
shall say to them, 

‘The 8Lorp will roar from on 
high 

And utter His voice from His 
holy habitation; 

He will roar mightily against 
His fold. 

He will shout like those who 
tread the grapes, 

Against all the inhabitants of 


the earth. Is 42:13; Je 25:38 
31 ‘A clamor has come to the end 
of the earth, 


Because the Lorp has 8a 
controversy with the 
nations. 

He is entering into judgment 
with all flesh; 
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As for the wicked, He has 
given them to the sword,’ 
declares the LORD.” Ho 4:1; Mi 6:2 
32 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
“Behold, evil is going forth 
From &nation to nation, 
And a great storm is being 
stirred up 
From the remotest parts of the 
earth. 2 Ch 15:6; Is 34:2 
33. “Those &slain by the Lorp on 
that day will be from one end of the 
earth to the other. They will not be 
lamented, gathered or buried; they 
will be like dung on the face of the 
ground. Is 34:2, 3; 66:16 ¢ Ps 79:3; Je 16:4; Eze 39:4, 17 
34 “Wail, you shepherds, and cry; 
And wallow in ashes, you 
masters of the flock; 
For the days of your slaughter 
and your dispersions "have 


come, 
And you will fall like a choice 
vessel. — Je 6:26; Eze 27:30 « Lit are full 
35 “Flight will perish from the 
shepherds, 
And escape from the masters 
of the flock. 
36 “Hear the sound of the cry of 
the shepherds, 
And the wailing of the 
masters of the flock! 
For the Lorp is destroying 
their pasture, 
37 “And the peaceful ®folds are 
made silent 
Because of the fierce anger of 
the LORD. | 1s 27:10, 11: Je 5:17; 13:20 
38 “He has left His hiding place 
Rlike the lion; 
For their land has become a 
horror 
Because of the fierceness of 
the oppressing sword 
And because of His fierce 
anger.” Je 4:7; 5:6; Ho 5:14; 13:7, 8 


Cities of Judah Warned 
26% the beginning of the reign of 
RJehoiakim the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, this word came from 
the Lorb, saying, 2 Ki 23:36; 2 Ch 36:4, 5 
2 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘8Stand in 
the court of the Lorp’s house, and 
speak to all the cities of Judah who 
have kcome to worship in the Lorp’s 
house all the words that I have com- 
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manded you to speak to them. Do not 
omit a word! 2h 24:20, 21; Je 7:2; 19:14 * De 12:5 

3 ‘Perhaps they will listen and 
everyone will turn from his evil way, 
that I may repent of the calamity 
which I am planning to do to them be- 
cause of the evil of their deeds.’ 

4 “And you will say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, “If you will not 
listen to Me, to }walk in My law which 
I have set before you, Je 32:23; 44:10, 23 

5 to listen to the words of My ser- 
vants the prophets, whom I have been 
sending to you again and again, but 
you have not listened; 

6 then I will make this house 
like ®Shiloh, and this city I will make 
a curse to all the nations of the 
earth.”’” — Jos 18:1; 1 Sa 4:12; Ps 78:60, 61; Je 7:12, 14 


A Plot to Murder Jeremiah 

7 The &priests and the prophets 
and all the people heard Jeremiah 
speaking these words in the house of 
the Lorp. Je 5:31; Mi 3:11 

8 When Jeremiah finished 
speaking all that the Lorp had com- 
manded him to speak to all the peo- 
ple, the priests and the prophets and 
all the people seized him, saying, “You 
must die! 

9 “Why have you prophesied in 
the name of the Lorp saying, ‘This 
house will be like Shiloh and this city 
will be desolate, without inhabi- 
tant’?” And Rall the people gathered 
about Jeremiah in the house of the 
LorD. Je 9:11; 33:10 ¢ Ac 3:11; 5:12 

10 When the 8officials of Judah 
heard these things, they came up from 
the king’s house to the house of the 
Lorp and sat in the entrance of the 
New Gate of the Lorp’s house. Je 26:21 

11 Then the priests and the 
prophets spoke to the officials and to 
all the people, saying, “A ®death sen- 
tence for this man! For he has proph- 
esied against this city as you have 
heard in your hearing.” De 18:20; Ma 26:66 

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the 
officials and to all the people, saying, 
“The Lorp sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this 
city all the words that you have heard. 

13 “Now therefore kamend your 
ways and your deeds and obey the 
voice of the Lorp your God; and the 
Lorp will ‘change His mind about 
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the misfortune which He has pro- 
nounced against you. Lit be sorry for 

14 “But as for me, behold, I am in 
your hands; do with me as is good and 
right in your sight. Je 38:5 

15 “Only know for certain that if 
you put me to death, you will bring 
Rinnocent blood on yourselves, and on 
this city and on its inhabitants; for 
truly the Lorp has sent me to you to 
speak all these words in your hear- 
ing.” Nu 35:33; Pr 6:16, 17; Je 7:6 


Jeremiah Is Spared 

16 Then the officials and all the 
people said to the priests and to the 
prophets, “No death sentence for this 
man! For he has spoken to us in the 
name of the Lorp our God.” 

17 Then some of the elders of the 
land rose up and spoke to all the as- 
sembly of the people, saying, Ac5:34 
». 18 “8Micah of Moresheth prophe- 
sied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah; and he spoke to all the people 
of Judah, saying, ‘Thus the Lorp of 
hosts has said, 

“Zion will be plowed as a field, 
And Jerusalem will become 
ruins, 
And the mountain of the 
house as the high places of 
a forest.”’ Mi 1:1 

19 “Did Hezekiah king of Judah 
and all Judah put him to death? Did 
he not fear the Lorp and entreat the 
favor of the Lorp, and the Lorp 
changed His mind about the misfor- 
tune which He had pronounced 
against them? But we are committing 
a great evil against ourselves.” 

20 Indeed, there was also a man 
who prophesied in the name of the 
Lorp, Uriah the son of Shemaiah 
from ®Kiriath-jearim; and he prophe- 
sied against this city and against this 
land words similar to all those of Je- 
remiah. Jos 9:17; 1 Sa 6:21; 7:2 

21 When King Jehoiakim and all 
his mighty men and all the officials 
heard his words, then the king sought 
to put him to death: but Uriah heard 
it, and he was afraid and ®fled and 
went to Egypt. 1 Ki'19:2-4; Ma 10:23 

22 Then King Jehoiakim sent men 
to Egypt: 3Elnathan the son of Achbor 
and certain men with him went into 
Egypt. Je 36:12 
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23 And they brought Uriah from 
Egypt and led him to King Jehoiakim, 
who &slew him with a sword and cast 
his dead body into the "burial place of 
the common people. Je 2:30 © Lit graves 

24 But the hand of Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
so that he was not given into the 
hands of the people to put him to 
death. 2 Ki 22:12-14; Je 39:14; 40:5-7 


The Nations to Submit to 

Nebuchadnezzar 

2 In the beginning of the reign of 
Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king 

of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah 

from the Lorp, saying— 

2 thus says the Lorp to me— 
“Make for yourself Sbonds and yokes 
and put them on your neck, Je 30:8 

3 and send word to the king of 
Edom, to the king of Moab, to the king 
of the sons of Ammon, to the king of 
Tyre and to the king of Sidon by the 
messengers who come to Jerusalem 
to Zedekiah king of Judah. 

4 “Command them to go to their 
masters, saying, ‘Thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel, thus you 
shall say to your masters, 

5 “I have made the earth, the 
men and the beasts which are on the 
face of the earth by My great power 
and by My outstretched arm, and | 
will ®give it to the one who is pleasing 
in My sight Ps 115:15, 16; Ac 17:26 

6 “Now I have given all these 
lands into the hand of Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon, My servant, and 
I have given him also the wild animals 
of the field to serve him. 

7 “All the nations shall serve him 
and his son and his grandson until the 
time of his own land comes; then 
many nations and great kings will 
make him their servant. 

8 “It will be, that the nation or 
the kingdom which will not serve 
him; Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon, and which will not put its neck 
under the yoke of the king of Baby- 
lon, I will punish that nation with the 
sword, with famine and with pesti- 
lence,” declares the Lorp, “until I have 
destroyed ‘it by his hand. Lit them 

9 “But as for you, do not listen to 
your prophets, your diviners, your 
Tdreamers, your soothsayers or your 
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sorcerers who speak to you, saying, 
‘You will not serve the king of Baby- 
lon, Lit dreams 

10 “For they prophesy a &lie to you 
in order to 8remove you far from your 
land; and I will drive you out and you 
will perish. Je 23:25 © Je 8:19; 32:31 

11 “But the nation which will 
bring its neck under the yoke of the 
king of Babylon and serve him, I will 
Rlet remain on its land,” declares the 
Lorp, “and they will till it and dwell in 
Weta t Je 27:2, 8, 12 © Je 21:9; 38:2; 40:9-12; 42:10, 11 

12 I spoke words like all these to 
RZedekiah king of Judah, saying, 
“Bring your necks under the yoke of 
the king of Babylon and serve him 
and his people, and live! Je 27:3; 28:1; 38:17 

13 “Why will you Rdie, you and 
your people, by the sword, famine and 
pestilence, as the Lorp has spoken to 
that nation which will not serve the 
king of Babylon? Pr 8:36; Je 27:8; 38:23; Eze 18:31 

14 “So 8do not listen to the words 
of the prophets who speak to you, say- 
ing, ‘You will not serve the king of 
Babylon,’ for they prophesy a lie to 

Ou; Je 27:9; 2 Co 11:13-15 

15 for 8I have not sent them,” de- 
clares the Lorp, “but they ®prophesy 
falsely in My name, in order that I 
may drive you out and that you may 
perish, you and the prophets who 
prophesy to you.” Je 23:21; 29:9 © Je 23:25 

16 Then I spoke to the priests and 
to all this people, saying, “Thus says 
the Lorp: Do not listen to the words of 
your prophets who prophesy to you, 
saying, ‘Behold, the vessels of the 
Lorp’s house will now shortly be 
brought again from Babylon’; for they 
are prophesying a lie to you. 

17 “Do not listen to them; serve 
the king of Babylon, and live! Why 
should this city become a ruin? Je 7:34 

18 “But 8if they are prophets, and 
if the word of the Lorp is with them, 
let them now entreat the Lorp of 
hosts that the vessels which are left in 
the house of the Lorp, in the house of 
the king of Judah and in Jerusalem 
may not go to Babylon. 1 Ki 18:24 

19 “For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts concerning the pillars, concern- 
ing the sea, concerning the stands and 
concerning the rest of the vessels that 
are left in this city, 

20 which Nebuchadnezzar king of 
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Babylon did not take when he carried 
into exile Jeconiah the son of Je- 
hoiakim, king of Judah, from Jeru- 
salem to Babylon, and all the nobles 
of Judah and Jerusalem. 

21 “Yes, thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, concerning 
the vessels that are left in the house of 
the Lorp and in the house of the king 
of Judah and in Jerusalem, 

22 ‘They will be 8carried to Baby- 
lon and they will be there until the 
day I visit them,’ declares the Lorp. 
‘Then I will bring them "back and re- 
store them to this place.’” Je 34:2, 3 « Lit up 


Hananiah’s False Prophecy 
2 Now in the same year, in the be- 
ginning of the reign of Zedekiah 
king of Judah, in the fourth year, in 
the fifth month, Hananiah the son of 
Azzur, the prophet, who was from 
Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of 
the Lorp in the presence of the priests 
and all the people, saying, 

2 “kThus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ‘I have broken the 
yoke of the king of Babylon. Je 27:12; 28:11 

3 ‘Within two years I am going to 
bring back to this place Rall the ves- 
sels of the Lorp’s house, which Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon took 
away from this place and carried to 
Babylon. 2 Ki 24:13; 2 Ch 36:10; Je 27:16; Da 1:2 

4 ‘Tam Ralso going to bring back 
to this place §Jeconiah the son of Je- 
hoiakim, king of Judah, and all the 
Rexiles of Judah who went to Baby- 
lon, declares the Lorp, ‘for | will 
break the yoke of the king of Baby- 
lon.’” Je 22:26, 27 © 2 Ki 25:27; Je 22:24; 24:1 « Je 22:10 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah 
spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the 
presence of the priests and in the 
presence of all the people who were 
standing in the house of the Lorp, 

6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, 
“Amen! May the Lorp do so; may the 
Lorp confirm your words which you 
have prophesied to bring back the 
vessels of the Lorp’s house and all the 
exiles, from Babylon to this place. 

7 “Yet Shear now this word 
which I am about to speak in your 
hearing and in the hearing of all the 
people! 1 Ki 22:28 

8 “The prophets who were before 
me and before you from ancient times 
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prophesied against many lands and 
against great kingdoms, of war and of 
calamity and of pestilence. 

9 “The prophet who prophesies 
of peace, kwhen the word of the 
prophet comes to pass, then. that 
prophet will be known as one whom 
the Lorp has truly sent.” De 18:22 

10 Then Hananiah the prophet 
took the ®yoke from the neck of Jere- 
miah the prophet and broke it. Je 27:2 

11 Hananiah spoke in the pres- 
ence of all the people, saying, “Thus 
says the Lorpb, ‘Even so will I break 
within two full years the yoke of Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon from 
the neck of all the nations.’” Then the 
prophet Jeremiah went his way. 

12 The word of the Lorp came to 
Jeremiah after Hananiah the prophet 
had broken the yoke from off the 
neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 

13 “Go and speak to Hananiah, 
saying, ‘Thus says the Lorp, “You 
have broken the yokes of wood, but 
you have made instead of them 
Ryokes of iron.” Ps 107:16: Is 45:2 

14 ‘For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “I have put a 
yoke of iron on the neck of all these 
nations, that they may serve Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon; and 
they will serve him. And I have also 
given him the beasts of the field.”’” 

15 Then Jeremiah the prophet 
said to Hananiah the prophet, “Listen 
now, Hananiah, the Lorp has not sent 
you, and you have made this people 
trust ina lie. 

16 “Therefore thus says the Lorp, 
‘Behold, I am about to remove you 
from the face of the earth. This year 
you are going to die, because you 
have counseled rebellion against the 
LorpD.’” Ge 7:4; Ex 32:12; De 6:15; 1 Ki 13:34 

17 So Hananiah the prophet died 
in the same year in the seventh 
month. 


Message to the Exiles 
2 Now these are the words of the 
letter which Jeremiah the 
prophet sent from Jerusalem to 
the rest of the elders of the exile, the 
priests, the prophets and all the peo- 
ple whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
2 (This was after King Jeconiah 
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and the queen mother, the court offi- 
cials, the princes of Judah and 
Jerusalem, the craftsmen and the 
smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) 

3 The letter was sent by the 
hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, 
and Gemariah the son of ®Hilkiah, 
whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to 
Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, saying, 1 Ch 6:13 

4 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, to all the exiles 
whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon, Je 24:5 

5 ‘RBuild houses and live in 
them; and plant gardens and eat their 
Tproduce. Je 29:28 « Lit fruit 

6 “Take wives and become the 

fathers of sons and daughters, 
and take wives for your sons and give 
your daughters to husbands, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; and 
multiply there and do not decrease. 

7 ‘Seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and 
pray to the Lorp on its behalf; for in 
its welfare you will have welfare,’ 

8 “For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let 
your ®prophets who are in your midst 
and your diviners deceive you, and do 
not listen to 8the dreams which ‘they 
dream. Je 27:9; 29:1 © Je 23:25, 27 * Lit you 

9 ‘For they 8prophesy falsely to 
you in My name; I have not sent 
them,’ declares the LorD. — Je 27:15; 29:21 

10 “For thus says the Lorp, ‘When 
seventy years have been completed 
for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill 
My ®good word to you, to bring you 
back to this place. Je 24:6, 7; Zep 2:7 

11 ‘For I know the &plans that I 
have for you,’ declares the Lorp, 
‘plans for welfare and not for 
calamity to give you a future and a 
Rhope. — Ps 40:5; Je 23°5, 6; 30:9, 10 © Je 31:17; Ho 2:15 

12 ‘Then you will 8call upon Me 
and come and pray to Me, and I 
will listen to you. Ps 50:15; Je 33:3; Da 9:3 

13 ‘You will §seek Me and find Me 
when you search for Me with all your 
heart. De 4:29; Ps 32:6; Ma 7:7 

14 ‘I will be found by you,’ de- 
clares the Lorp, ‘and I will restore 
your fortunes and will gather you 
from all the nations and from all the 
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places where I have driven you,’ de- 
clares the Lorp, ‘and I will bring you 
back to the place from where I sent 
you into exile.’ De 30:1-10; Ps 32:6; Is 55:6 

15 “Because you have said, ‘The 
Lorp has raised up ®prophets for us 
in Babylon’— Je 29:21, 24 

16 for thus says the Lorp con- 
cerning the king who sits on the 
throne of David, and concerning all 
the people who dwell in this city, your 
brothers who did ®not go with you 
into exile— Je 38:2, 3, 17-23 

17 thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Behold, I am sending upon them the 
Rsword, famine and pestilence, and I 
will make them like ®split-open figs 
Loo cannot be eaten due to rotten- 

Je 27:8; 29:18; 32:24 ¢ Je 24:3, 8-10 

73 ‘I will pursue them with the 
sword, with famine and with pesti- 
lence; and I will make them a terror to 
all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a 
curse and a horror and a hissing, and 
a reproach among all the nations 
where | have driven them, 

19 because they have not listened 
to My words, declares the Lorp, 
‘which I sent to them again and 
again by My servants the prophets; 
but you did not listen,’ declares the 
Lorp. 

20 “You, therefore, hear the word 
of the Lorp, all you exiles, whom I 
have sent away from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. Je 24:5; Eze 11:9; Mi 4:10 

21 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, concerning Ahab 
the son of Kolaiah and concerning 
Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who 
are ®prophesying to you falsely in My 
name, ‘Behold, I will deliver them into 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and he will slay them before 
your eyes. Je 14:14, 15; 29:8, 9; La 2:14; 2 Pe 2:1 

22 ‘Because of them a &curse will 
be used by all the exiles from Judah 
who are in Babylon, saying, “May the 
Lorp make you like Zedekiah and 
like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon 
Rroasted in the fire, Is 65:15 © Da 3:6, 21 

23 because they have acted fool- 
ishly in Israel, and have committed 
adultery with their neighbors’ wives 
and have spoken words in My name 
falsely, which I did not command 
them; and I am He who knows and 
am a witness,” declares the Lorpb.’” 


866 


24 To 8Shemaiah the Nehelamite 
you shall speak, saying, Je 29:31, 32 
25 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ‘Because you have 
sent "letters in your own name to all 
the people who are in Jerusalem, and 
to 8Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, 
the priest, and to all the priests, say- 
ing, Je 29:1 © 2 Ki 25:18; Je 21:1; 29:29; 37:3; 52:24 
26 “The Lorp has made you priest 
instead of Jehoiada the priest, to be 
the Roverseer in the house of the Lorp 
over every madman who prophesies, 
to put him in the stocks and in the 
iron collar, Je 20:1 
27 now then, why have you not re- 
buked Jeremiah of .Anathoth who 
prophesies to you? Je ll 
28 “For he has ®sent to us in Baby- 
lon, saying, ‘The exile will be ®long; 
Rpuild houses and live in them and 
plant gardens and eat their ‘pro- 
duce.’”’” Je 29:1 © Je 29:10 ¢ Je 29:5 © Lit fruit 
29 ®Zephaniah the priest read this 
letter to Jeremiah the prophet. Je 29:25 
30 Then came the word of the 
Lorp to Jeremiah, saying, 

31 “Send to Rall the exiles, saying, 
‘Thus says the Lorp concerning She- 
maiah the Nehelamite, “Because She- 
maiah has. prophesied to you, 
although I did not send him, and he 
has made you trust in a lie,” Je 29:20 

32 therefore thus says the Lorp, 
“Behold, I am about to 8punish She- 
maiah the Nehelamite and his ™de- 
scendants; he will not have anyone 
living among this people, and he will 
not see the good that Iam about to do 
to My people,” declares the Lorn, “be- 
cause he has preached rebellion 
against the Lorp.”’” Je 36:31 © Lit seed 


Deliverance from Captivity 
Promised 
3 The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lorp, saying, 
2 “Thus says the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, ‘Write all the words which I 
ae spoken to you in a book. 

3 ‘For behold, 8days are coming, 
declares the Lorp, ‘when I will restore 
the fortunes of My people ®Israel and 
Judah.’ The Lorp says, ‘I will also 
bring them back to the land that I 
gave to their forefathers and they 
shall possess it.” Je 29:10 © Je 3:18 

4 Now these are the words which 


the Lorp spoke concerning Israel and 
concerning Judah: 

5 “For thus says the Lorp, 

‘I have heard a sound of 
Rterror, 

Of dread, and there is no 
DEaCE. Is 5:30; Je 6:25; 8:16; Am 5:16-18 

6 ‘Ask now, and see 

If a male can give birth. 

Why do I see every man 

With his hands on his loins, 
Ras a woman in childbirth? 

And why have all faces turned 
pale? Je 4:31; 6:24; 22:23 

7 ‘Alas! for that day is great, 

There is none like it; 

And it is the time of Jacob’s 
distress, 

But he will be saved from it. 

8 ‘It shall come about on that 
day,’ declares the Lorp of hosts, ‘that 
I will break his yoke from off their 
neck and will tear off their bonds; and 
strangers will no longer make them 
their slaves. Is 9:4; Je 2:20; Eze 34:27 

9 ‘But they shall serve the Lorp 
their God and David their king, whom 
I will raise up for them. 

10 ‘Fear not, O Jacob My 
servant,’ declares the Lorp, 

‘And do not be dismayed, O 
Israel; 

For behold, I will save you 
from afar 

And your offspring from the 
land of their captivity. 

And Jacob will return and will 
be quiet and at ease, 

And no one will make him 
afraid. Is 41:13; 43:5; 44:2; Je 46:27, 28 

11 ‘For 81 am with you, declares 
the Lorp, ‘to save you; 

For I will destroy completely 
all the nations where I have 
scattered you, 

Only I will not destroy you 
completely. 

But I will chasten you justly 

| And will by no means leave 
| you unpunished.’ Je 1:8, 19 


12 “For thus says the Lorp, 
‘Your wound is incurable 
1 And your injury is serious. 
13 ‘There is no one to plead your 
cause; 
| No healing for your sore, 
RNo recovery for you. Je 14:19; 46:11 
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14 ‘All your lovers have forgotten 
you, 
They do not seek you; 
For I have wounded you with 
the wound of an enemy, 
With the punishment of a 
cruel one, 
Because your iniquity is great 
And your sins are numerous. 
15 ‘Why do you cry out over your 
injury? 
Your pain is incurable. 
Because your iniquity is great 
And your sins are numerous, 
I have done these things to 


you. 
16 ‘Therefore all who devour you 
will be devoured; 

And all your adversaries, 
every one of them, ®will go 
into captivity; 

And those who plunder you 
will be for plunder, 

And all who prey upon you I 
will give for prey. Is 14:2; Joel 3:8 

y* 17 Hoe I will restore you to 
health 

And I will heal you of your 
wounds,’ declares the Lorp, 

‘Because they have called you 
an Routcast, saying: 

“Tt is Zion; no one cares for 
her.”’ Is 11:12; 56:8; Je 33:24 


Restoration of Jacob 
18 “Thus says the Lorp, 

‘Behold, I will 8restore the 
fortunes of the tents of 
Jacob 

And have compassion on his 
dwelling places; 

And the city will be rebuilt on 
its ruin, 

And the palace will stand on 
its rightful place. Je 30:3; 31:23 

19 ‘From them will proceed 
thanksgiving 

And the voice of those who 
celebrate; 

And I will §multiply them and 
they will not be diminished; 

I will also Shonor them and 
they will not be 
insignificant. Je 33:22 « Is 55:5; 60:9 

20 ‘'Their children also will be as 
formerly, 
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And "their congregation shall 
be Restablished before Me; 

And I will punish all their 
OppreSSOFS. Lit His ¢ Lit his « Is 54:14 

21 ‘Their leader shall be one of 
them, 

And their ruler shall come 
forth from their midst; 

And I will bring him near and 
he shall approach Me; 

For who would dare to risk his 
life to approach Me?’ 
declares the LORD. Ex 3:5; Je 50:44 

22 ‘You shall be My people, 

And I will be your God.’” 


23 Behold, the 8tempest of the 
Lorp! 
Wrath has gone forth, 
A 'sweeping tempest; 
It will burst on the head of the 
wicked. Je 23:19 ¢ Or raging 
24 The ®fierce anger of the Lorp 
will not turn back 
Until He has performed and 
until He has accomplished 
The intent of His heart; 
In the 8latter days you will 
understand this. Je 4:8 « Je 23:20 


Israel’s Moueulne 
Turned to Joy 
v3 | ge that time,” declares the 
Lorp, “I will be the God of 
all the families of Israel, and they 
shall be My people.” Je 30:22 
2 Thus says the Lorp, 


“The people who survived the 
sword 


RFound grace in the 
wilderness— 

Israel, when it went to find its 
rest. Nu 14:20 


yw 3 The Lorp appeared to him 
from afar, saying, 
“T have loved you with an 
everlasting love; 
Therefore I have drawn you 
with ®lovingkindness. _ ps 25:6 
4 “RAgain I will build you and 
you will be rebuilt, 
O virgin of Israel! 
Again you will take up your 
tambourines, 
And go forth to the dances of 
the merrymakers. Je 24:6; 33:7 
5 “Again you will plant vineyards 
On the hills of Samaria; 
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The planters will plant 
And will Tenjoy them.  Litdefile 
6 “For there will be a day when 
watchmen 


On the hills of Ephraim call 


out, 
‘Arise, ‘and let us go up to Zion, 
To the Lorp our God.’” 


7 For thus says the Lorp, 
“Sing aloud with gladness for 
Jacob, 
And shout among the chief of 
the nations; 
Proclaim, give praise and say, 
‘O Lorp, ®save Your people, 
The remnant of Israel. _—_— Ps 28:9 
yw 8 “Behold, I am ®bringing them 
from the north country, 
And I will gather them from 
the remote parts of the 


earth, 

Among them the ®blind and 
the lame, 

The woman with child and she 
who is in labor with child, 
together; 

A great company, they will 
return here. Je 3:18; 23:8 « Is 42:16 

9 “RWith weeping they will come, 

And by supplication I will lead 
them; 

I will make them walk by 
streams of waters, 

On a straight path in which 
they will not stumble; 

For I am a father to Israel, 

And Ephraim is My 
firstborn.” Ps 126:5; Je 50:4 « Is 63:13 


10 Hear the word of the Lorp, O 
nations, 
And declare in the ®coastlands 
afar off, 
And say, “He who scattered 
Israel will gather him 
And keep him as a shepherd 
keeps his flock.” 1s 66:19; Je 25:22 
11 For the Lorp has ransomed 
Jacob 
And redeemed him from the 
hand of him who was 
Rstronger than he. Ps 142:6 
12 “They will come and shout for 
joy on the ®height of Zion, 
And they will be radiant over 
the bounty of the Lorp— 
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Over the grain and the new 
wine and the oil, 
And over the young of the 
flock and the herd; 
And their life will be like a 
Rwatered garden, 
And they will never languish 
again. Je 31:6,7° Eze 17:23 «Is 58:11 
13 “Then the virgin will rejoice in 
the ®dance, 
And the young men and the 
old, together, 
For I will turn their mourning 
into joy 
And will comfort them and 
oa them joy for their 
orrow. Ju 21:21; Ps 30:11; Ze 8:4, 5 
Vel 14 a will ‘fill the soul of the 
priests with 'abundance, 
And My people will be 
| Rsatisfied with My 
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goodness,” declares the 
Lorpb. Lit saturate ¢ Lit fatness ¢ Je 50:19 


+ 15 Thus says the Lorp, 
“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation and bitter 
weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her 
children; 
She refuses to be comforted 
for her children, 
Because they are no more.” 
16 Thus says the Lorp, 
“RRestrain your voice from 
weeping 
And your eyes from tears; 
For your work will be 
rewarded,” declares the 


Lorb, 
“And they will return from the 
land of the enemy. | 1s 25:8; 30:19 
17 “There is Shope for your 
future,” declares the Lorb, 
“And your children will return 
to their own territory. Je 29:11 
18 “I have surely heard Ephraim 
grieving, 
‘You have chastised me, and I 
was chastised, 
Like an untrained calf; 
Bring me back that I may be 
restored, 
For You are the Lorp my God. 
19 ‘For after I turned back, I 
Rrepented; 
| And after I was instructed, I 
| smote on my thigh; 
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I was ashamed and also 
humiliated 

Because I bore the reproach of 
my youth.’ Eze 36:31; Ze 12:10 

20 “Is Ephraim My dear son? 

Is he a delightful child? 

Indeed, as often as I have 
spoken against him, 

I certainly still remember him; 

Therefore My heart yearns for 
him; 

I will surely have mercy on 
him,” declares the Lorp. 


21 “Set up for yourself roadmarks, 
Place for yourself guideposts; 
Direct your mind to the 

highway, 
The way by which you went. 
Return, O virgin of Israel, 
Return to these your cities. 
22 “How long will you go here and 
there, 
O ®faithless daughter? 
For the Lorp has created a 
new thing in the earth— 
A woman will encompass a 
2 Je 3:6; 49:4 
23 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, “Once again they 
will speak this word in the land of 
Judah and in its cities when I restore 
their fortunes, 
‘The Lorp bless you, O abode 
of righteousness, 
O holy hill!’ Je 30:18; 32:44 
24 “Judah and all its cities will 
dwell together in it, the farmer and 
they who go about with flocks. 
25 “For I satisfy the weary ones 
and ‘refresh everyone who lan- 
@uishes.” Ps 107.9; Je 31:12, 14; Ma 5:6; Jo 4:14 « Lit fill 

26 At this I awoke and looked, and 

my sleep was pleasant to me. 


A New Covenant 

27 “Behold, days are coming,” de- 
clares the Lorp, “when I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of 
Judah with the seed of man and with 
the seed of beast. Eze 36:9, 11; Ho 2:23 

28 “As I have watched over them 
to pluck up, to break down, to over- 
throw, to destroy and to bring disas- 
ter, so I will watch over them to build 
and to plant,” declares the Lorp. 
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yr 29 “In those days they will not 
say again, 
‘The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, 
And the children’s teeth are 
set on edge.’ La 5:7; Eze 18:2 

30 “But Reveryone will die for his 
own iniquity; each man who eats the 
sour grapes, his teeth will be ‘set on 
edge. De 24:16; Is 3:11; Eze 18:4, 20 ¢ Or dull 

31 “Behold, days are coming,” de- 
clares the Lorp, “when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah, 

32 not like the ®covenant which I 
made with their fathers in the day I 
Rtook them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, although 
I was a husband to them,” declares the 
LORD. Ex 19:5; 24:6-8; De 5:2, 3 © De 1:31; Is 63:12 

33 “But this is the covenant 
which I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days,” declares the 
Lorp, “I will put My law within them 
and on their heart I will write it; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be 
My people. —_Je 32:40; He 10:16 « Ps 40:8; 2 Co 3:3 

34 “They will not teach again, 

each man his neighbor and each 
man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
Lorp, for they will all know Me, from 
the least of them to the greatest of 
them,” declares the Lorp, “for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their 8sin I 
will remember no more.” Is 43:25; He 10:17 

35 Thus says the Lorp, 

Who gives the sun for light by 


ay 
And the fixed order of the 
moon and the stars for light 
by night, 
Who 8stirs up the sea so that 
its waves roar; 
Vee mine of hosts is His 
e& Is 51:15 © Je 10:16; 32:18; 50:34 
= Gmelii this 1 fixed order departs 
From before Me,” declares the 
Lorb, 
“Then the offspring of Israel 
also will cease 
From being a nation before 
Me forever.” Am 9:8, 9 
37 Thus says the Lorp, 
“If the heavens above can be 
measured 
And the foundations of the 
earth searched out below, 
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Then I will also cast off all the 
offspring of Israel 
For all that they have done,” 
declares the Lorp. | 
38 “Behold, days are coming,” de- 
clares the Lorp, “when the &city will 
be rebuilt for the Lorp from the 
RTower of Hananel to the Corner 
Gate. Je 30:18; 31:4 ¢ Ne 3:1; 12:39; Ze 14:10 
39 “The ®measuring line will go 
out farther straight ahead to the hill 
Gareb; then it will turn to Goah. Ze 2:1 
40 “And &the whole valley of the 
dead bodies and of the ashes, and all 
the fields as far as the brook Kidron, 
to the corner of the Horse Gate to- 
ward the east, shall be holy to the 
Lorp; it will not be plucked up or 
overthrown anymore forever.” Je 7:32; 8:2 


Jeremiah Imprisoned 
3 The word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lorp in the 8tenth year 
of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was 
the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnez- 
Zar. 2 Ki 25:1, 2; Je 39:1, 2 
2 Now at that time the army of 
the king of Babylon was besieging 
Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet 
was shut up in the ®court of the guard, 
which was in the house of the king of 
Judah, Ne 3:25; Je 33:1; 37:21; 38:6; 39:14 
3 because Zedekiah king of 
Judah had 8shut him up, saying, “Why 
do you prophesy, saying, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp, “Behold, I am about to ®give 
this city into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he will take it; 2 Ki 6:32 
4 and Zedekiah king of Judah 
will not escape out of the hand of the 
Chaldeans, but he will surely be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he will ®speak with him face to 
face and see him eye to eye; Je 39:5 
5 and he will Stake Zedekiah to 
Babylon, and he will be there until I 
visit him,” declares the Lorp. “If you 
fight against the Chaldeans, you will 
not succeed”’?” Je 27:22; 39:7; Eze 12:12, 13 
6 And Jeremiah said, “The word 
of a Lorp came to me, saying, 

7 ‘Behold, Hanamel the son of 
Shallum your uncle i is coming to you, 
saying, “Buy for yourself my field 
which is at Anathoth, for you have the 
right of redemption to buy it.”’ 
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8 “Then Hanamel my uncle’s son 
came to me in the ®court of the guard 
according to the word of the Lorp and 
said to me, ‘Buy my field, please, that 
is at SAnathoth, which is in the land of 
Benjamin; for you have the right of 
possession and the redemption is 
yours; buy it for yourself. Then I 
knew that this was the word of the 
Lorp. Je 32:2; 33:1 © Je 1:1; 32:7 

9 “I bought the field which was 
at Anathoth from Hanamel my uncle’s 
son, and I weighed out the silver for 
him, seventeen shekels of silver. 

10 “I signed and sealed the deed, 
and called in witnesses, and weighed 
out the silver on the scales. 

11 “Then I took the deeds of pur- 
chase, both the sealed copy contain- 
ing the terms and conditions and the 
open copy; Lk 2:27 

12 andI gave the deed of purchase 
to Baruch the son of ®Neriah, the son 
of Mahseiah, in the sight of Hanamel 
my uncle’s son and in the sight of the 
witnesses who signed the deed of pur- 
chase, before all the Jews who were 
sitting in the court of the guard. Je 51:59 

13 “And I commanded Baruch in 
their presence, saying, 

14 ‘Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, “Take these deeds, 
this sealed deed of purchase and this 
open deed, and put them in an earth- 
enware jar, that they may ‘last a long 
time.” Lit stand many days 

15 ‘For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “Houses and 
fields and vineyards will again be 
bought in this land.”’ 


Jeremiah Prays and God 
Explains 

16 “After I had given the deed of 
purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, 
then I prayed to the Lorb, saying, 
hee 17 ‘“Ah Lord Gop! Behold, You 

have made the heavens and the 

earth by Your great power and by Your 
outstretched arm! Nothing is too dif- 
ficult for You, Je 1:6; 4:10 

18 who shows lovingkindness to 
thousands, but repays the iniquity of 
fathers into the bosom of their chil- 
dren after them, O great and mighty 
God. The Lorp of hosts is His name; 

19 great in counsel and mighty in 
deed, whose eyes are open to all the 
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ways of the sons of men, giving to 
everyone according to his ways and 
according to the fruit of his deeds; 

20 who has 8set signs and won- 
ders in the land of Egypt, and even to 
this day both in Israel and among 
mankind; and You have made a name 
for Yourself, as at this day. Ps 78:43; 105-27 

21 ‘You brought Your people Israel 
out of the land of Egypt with signs 
and with wonders, and with a strong 
hand and with an outstretched arm 
and with great terror; 

22 and gave them this land, which 
You ®swore to their forefathers to give 
them, a land flowing with milk and 
honey. — Ex 3:8, 17; 13:5; De 1:8; Ps 105:9-11; Je 11:5 

23 ‘They ®came in and took pos- 
session of it, but they did not obey 
Your voice or walk in Your law; they 
have done nothing of all that You com- 
manded them to do; therefore You 
have made all this calamity come 
upon them. Ps 44:2, 3; 78:54, 55; Je 2:7 

24 ‘Behold, the 8siege ramps have 
reached the city to take it; and the city 
is Rgiven into the hand of the 
Chaldeans who fight against it, be- 
cause of the sword, the famine and 
the pestilence; and what You have spo- 
ken has come to pass; and behold, You 
see it. Je 33:4; Eze 21:22 ¢ Je 20:5; 21:4-7; 32:5 

25 ‘You have said to me, O Lord 
Gop, “Buy for yourself the field with 
money and call in witnesses’—al- 
though the city is given into the hand 
of the Chaldeans.’” 

26 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Jeremiah, saying, 

27 “Behold, I am the Lorp, the 
RGod of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” Nu 16:22: 27:16 

28 Therefore thus says the Lorp, 
“Behold, I am about to give this city 
into the hand of the Chaldeans and 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, and he will take it. 

29 “The Chaldeans who are fight- 
ing against this city will enter and set 
this city on fire and burn it, with the 
houses where people have offered in- 
cense to Baal on their roofs and 
poured out drink offerings to other 
gods to provoke Me to anger. 

30 “Indeed the sons of Israel and 
the sons of Judah have been doing 
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only Revil in My sight from their 
youth; for the sons of Israel have been 
only provoking Me to anger by the 
wee of their hands,” declares the 
Lor De 9:7-12; Is 63:10; Je 2:7; 7:22-26 

3 “Indeed this city has been to 
Me a provocation of My anger and 
My wrath from the day that they built 
it, even to this day, so that it should be 
removed from before My face, 

32 because of all the evil of the 
sons of Israel and the sons of Judah 
which they have done to provoke Me 
to anger—they, their kings, their lead- 
ers, their priests, their prophets, the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 

33 “They have turned their back to 
Me and not their face; though I taught 
them, ‘teaching again and again, they 
would not listen and receive instruc- 
tion. Lit rising up early and teaching 

34 “But they put their detestable 
things in the house which is called by 
My name, to defile it. 

35 “They built the high places of 
Baal that are in the valley of Ben-hin- 
nom to cause their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire to 
Molech, which I had not commanded 
them nor had it entered My mind that 
they should do this abomination, to 
cause Judah to sin. 

36 “Now therefore thus says the 
Lorp God of Israel concerning this 
city of which you Say, ‘It is given into 
the hand of the king of Babylon by 
sword, by famine and by pestilence. 

37 “Behold, I will gather them out 
of all the lands to which IJ have driven 
them in My anger, in My wrath and in 
great indignation; and I will bring 
them back to this place and make 
them dwell in safety. 

38 “They shall be 3My people, and 
I will be their God; Je 24:7 

39 and I will give them one heart 
and one way, that they may fear Me 
always, for their own good and for the 
good ie their children after them. 
ye 40 “T will make an Reverlasting 

covenant with them that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them 
good; and I will put the fear of Me in 
their hearts so that they will not turn 
away from Me. 15 55:3: Je 31:33, 34; 50:5; Eze 37:26 

41 “I will 8rejoice over them to do 
them good and will faithfully plant 
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them in this land with all My heart 
and with all My soul. _ De 30:9; Is 62:5; 65:19 

42 “For thus says the Lorp, ‘RJust 
as I brought all this great disaster on 
this people, so I am going to ®*bring on 
them all the good that Iam promising 
them. : Je 31:28; Ze 8:14, 15¢ Je 33: 14 
43 ‘Fields will be bought in this 
land of which you say, “*It is a desola- 
tion, without man or beast; it is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans.” Je 33:10 

44 ‘Men will buy fields for money, 
Rgign and seal deeds, and call in wit- 
nesses in the ®land of Benjamin, in 
the environs of Jerusalem, in the 
cities of Judah, in the cities of the hill 
country, in the cities of the lowland 
and in the cities of the "Negev; for I 
will restore their fortunes, declares 
the Lorp.” Je 32:10 © Je 17:26; 33:13 


Restoration Promised 

3 Then the word of the Lorp came 
to Jeremiah the second time, 

while he was still ‘confined in the 

court of the guard, saying, Lit shut up 

2 “Thus says ®the Lorp who 

made ‘the earth, the Lorp who 
formed it to establish it, the 8Lorp is 
His namMe, Je 51:19 « Lit it © Ex 3:15; 6:3; 15:3; Je 10:16 

3 ‘Call to Me and I will answer 
you, and | will tell you ®great and 
mighty things, which you do not 
know,’ Ps 50:15; 91:15; Is 55:6, 7; Je 29:12 ¢ Je 32:17, 27 

4 “For thus says the Lorp God of 
Israel concerning the houses of this 
city, and concerning the houses of the 
kings of Judah which are broken 
down to make a defense against the 
siege ramps and against the sword, 

5 ‘While they are coming to 
Rfight with the Chaldeans and to fill 
them with the corpses of men whom I 
have slain in My anger and in My 
wrath, and I have ®hidden My face 
from this city because of all their 
wickedness: Je 21:4-7; 32:5 ¢ Is 8:17; Je 21:10; Mi 3:4 

6 ‘Behold, I will bring to it health 
and healing, and I will heal them; and 
I will reveal to them an abundance of 
peace and truth. 

7 ‘I will 8restore the fortunes of 
Judah and the fortunes of Israel and 
will rebuild them as they were at 
first. Ps 85:1; Je 30:18; 32:44; 33:26; Am 9:14 


Y 32:40 32:44 Le. South country 2 33:2-3 
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8 ‘I will cleanse them from all 

Y _ their iniquity by which they have 

sinned against Me, and I will pardon 

all their iniquities by which they have 

sinned against Me and by which they 
have transgressed against Me. 

9 “It will be to Me a name of joy, 
praise and glory before all the nations 
of the earth which will hear of all the 
Rgood that I do for them, and they will 
fear and tremble because of all the 
good and all the peace that I make for 
Te Is 62:2, 4, 7; Je 13:11 ¢ Je 24:6; 32:42 

10 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Yet 

again there will be heard in this 
place, of which you say, “It is a }waste, 
without man and without beast,” that 
is, in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, 
without man and without inhabitant 
and without beast, Je 32:43 

11 the voice of joy and the voice 
of gladness, the voice of the bride- 
groom and the voice of the bride, the 
voice of those who say, 

“Give thanks to the Lorp of 
hosts, 
For the Lorp is good, 
For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting”; 
and of those who bring a thank of- 
fering into the house of the Lorp. For 
I will restore the fortunes of the land 
as they were at first, says the Lorp. 

12 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘There will again be in this place 
which is waste, ®without man or 
beast, and in all its cities, a "habita- 
tion of shepherds who rest their 
flocks. Je 32:43; 36:29; 51:62 Or pasture 

13 ‘In the ®cities of the hill coun- 
try, in the cities of the lowland, in the 
cities of the Negev, in the land of Ben- 
jamin, in the environs of Jerusalem 
and in the cities of Judah, the flocks 
will again ®pass under the hands of 
the one who numbers them,’ says the 
LorD. Je 17:26; 32:44 © Le 27:32; Lk 15:4 


The Davidic Kingdom 

14 ‘Behold, 8days are coming,’ de- 
clares the Lorn, ‘when I will fulfill the 
good word which | have spoken con- 
cerning the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. Je 23:5 

15 ‘In those days and at that time I 
will cause a ®righteous Branch of 
David to spring forth; and He shall ex- 
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ecute justice and righteousness on the 
earth. «Is 4:2; 11:1-5; Je 23:5, 6; 30:9; Ze 3:8; 6:12; 13 

16 ‘In those days ®Judah will be 
saved and Jerusalem will dwell in 
safety; and this is the name by which 
she will be called: the Lorp is our 
righteousness.’ Is 45:17, 22; Je 23:6 

17 “For thus says the Lorp, ‘David 
shall never lack a man to sit on the 
throne of the house of Israel; 

18 and the 8Levitical priests shall 
never lack a man before Me to offer 
burnt offerings, to burn grain offer- 
ings and to prepare sacrifices contin- 
ually””  —_Nw3:5-10; De 18:1; 24:8: Jos 3:3; Eze 44:15 

19 The word of the Lorp came to 
Jeremiah, saying, 

20 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘If you 
can break My covenant for the day 
and My covenant for the night, so that 
day and night will not be at their ap- 
pointed time, 

21 then 8My covenant may also be 
broken with David My servant so that 
he will not have a son to reign on his 
throne, and with the Levitical priests, 
My ministers. 2 Sa 23:5; 2 Ch 7:18; 21:7 

22 ‘As the 8host of heaven cannot 
be counted and the ®sand of the sea 
cannot be measured, so | will ®multi- 
ply the descendants of David My ser- 
vant and the Levites who minister to 
Me,” Ge 15:5; Je 31:37 © Ge 22:17 ¢ Eze 37:24-27 

23 And the word of the Lorp came 
to Jeremiah, saying, 

24 “Have you not observed what 
this people have spoken, saying, “The 
two families which the Lorp chose, 
He has ®rejected them’? Thus they de- 
spise My people, no longer are they 
as a nation in their sight. Je 30:17 

25 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘If My 
covenant for day and night stand not, 
and the fixed patterns of heaven and 
earth I have not established, 

26 then I would reject the descen- 
dants of Jacob and David My servant, 
not taking from his descendants 
rulers over the descendants of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob. But I will re- 
store their fortunes and will have 
mercy on them.” 


A Prophecy against Zedekiah 
3 The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lorp, when Neb- 
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uchadnezzar king of Babylon and all 
his army, with all the kingdoms of the 
earth that were under his dominion 
and all the peoples, were fighting 
against Jerusalem and against all its 
cities, saying, 

2 “Thus says the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, ‘Go and speak to Zedekiah king 
of Judah and say to him: “Thus says 
the Lorp, ‘Behold, I am giving this 
city into the hand of the king of Baby- 
lon, and he will burn it with fire. 

3 ‘You will not escape from his 
hand, for you will surely be captured 
and delivered into his hand; and you 
will see the king of Babylon eye to 
eye, and he will speak with you face 
to face, and you will go to Babylon.’”’ 

4 “Yet hear the word of the Lorp, 
O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says 
the Lorp concerning you, ‘You will 
not die by the sword. 

5 ‘You will die in peace; and as 
spices were burned for your fathers, 
the former kings who were before 
you, so they will burn spices for you; 
and they will lament for you, “Alas, 
lord!”’ For I have spoken the word,” 
declares the LORD. 2 Ch 16:14; 21:19 « Je 22:18 

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet 
spoke all these words to Zedekiah 
king of Judah in Jerusalem 

7 when the army of the king of 
Babylon was fighting against Jeru- 
salem and against all the remaining 
cities of Judah, that is, 3Lachish and 
Azekah, for they alone remained as 
fortified cities among the cities of 
Judah. Jos 10:3, 5; 2 Ki 14:19; 18:14; Is 36:2 

8 The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lorp after King 
Zedekiah had made a covenant with 
all the people who were in Jerusalem 
to proclaim ‘release to them: © or liberty 

9 that each man should set free 
his male servant and each man his fe- 
male servant, a Hebrew man or a He- 
brew woman; so that 8no one should 
keep them, a Jew his brother, in 
bondage. Ge 14:13; Ex 2:6 ¢ Le 25:39 

10 And all the 8officials and all the 
people obeyed who had entered into 
the covenant that each man should set 
free his male servant and each man 
his female servant, so that no one 
should keep them any longer in 
bondage; they obeyed, and set them 
free. Je 26:10, 16 


874 


11 But» afterward. they turned 
around and took back the male ser- 
vants and the female servants whom 
they had set free; and brought them 
into subjection for male servants and 
for female servants. 

12. Then the word of the Lorp 
cameto Jeremiah from the Lorp, say- 


ing, 

13 “Thus says the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, ‘I made a covenant with your 
forefathers in the day that I Sbrought 
them out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage, saying, 

14 “At the end of seven years each 
of you shall set free his Hebrew 
brother who thas been sold to you 
and has served you six years, you 
shall send him out free from you; but 
your forefathers did not obey Me or 
incline their ear to Me. © or has sold himself 

15 “Although recently you had 
turned and ®done what is right in My 
sight, each man proclaiming release 
to his neighbor, and you had made a 
covenant before Me in the house 
which is called by My name. Je 34:8 

16 “Yet you 8turned and profaned 
My name, and each man took back 
his male servant and each man his fe- 
male servant whom you had set free 
according to their desire, and you 
brought them into subjection to be 
your male servants and female ser- 
vants.”’ 1 Sa 15:11; Je 34:11; Eze 3:20; 18:24 

17 “Therefore thus says the Lorp, 
“You have not obeyed Me in proclaim- 
ing release each man to his brother 
and each man to his neighbor. Behold, 
I am proclaiming a release to you,’ de- 
clares the Lorp, ‘to the 8sword, to the 
pestilence and to the famine; and I 
will make you a terror to all the king- 
doms of the earth. Je 32:24; 38:2 

18 ‘I will give the men who have 
Rtransgressed My covenant, who have 
not fulfilled the words of the covenant 
which they made before Me, when 
they cut the calf in two and passed be- 
tween its parts— De 17:2: Ho 6:7: 8:1; Ro 2:8 

19 the officials of Judah and the 
officials of Jerusalem, the court offi- 
cers and the priests and all the peo- 
ple of the land who passed between 
the parts of the calf— 

20 I will give them into the hand 
of their enemies and into the hand of 
those who seek their life. And their 
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dead bodies will be food for the birds 
of the sky and the beasts of the earth. 

21 ‘Zedekiah king of Judah and 
nis officials I will give into the hand of 
their enemies and into the hand of 
those who seek their life, and into 
the hand of the army of the king of 
tae which has gone away from 


O99 ‘Behold, I am going to com- 
mand,’ declares the Lorp, ‘and I will 
bring them back to this city; and they 
will fight against it and "take it and 
burn it with fire; and I will make the 
cities of Judah a desolation without 
inhabitant.’ ” Je 34:2; 39:1, 2, 8: 52:7, 13 « Je 4:7: 9:11 


The Rechabites’ Obedience 

3 The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lorp in the days 

of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king 

of Judah, saying, 

2 “Go to the house of the ®Rech- 
abites and speak to them, and bring 
them into the house of the Lorp, into 
one of the chambers, and give them 
wine to drink.” 2 Ki 10:15; 1 Ch 2:55 

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the son 
of Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah, and 
his brothers and all his sons and the 
whole house of the Rechabites, 

4 and I brought them into the 
house of the Lorpb, into the chamber 
of the sons of Hanan the son of Ig- 
daliah; the kman of God, which was 
near the chamber of the officials, 
which was above the chamber of Maa- 
seiah the son of Shallum, the door- 
keeper. De 33:1; Jos 14:6; 1 Ki 12:22; 2 Ki 1:9-13 

5 Then I set before the ‘men of 
the Paige of the Rechabites pitchers 
full of wine and cups; and I said to 
them, “8Drink wine!” Lit sons ¢ Am 2:12 

6 But they said, “We will not 
drink wine, for .Jonadab the son of 
Rechab, our father, commanded us, 
saying, ‘You shall not drink wine, you 
or your sons, forever. 2 Ki 10:15, 23 

7 ‘You shall not build a house, 
and you shall not sow seed and you 
shall not plant a vineyard or own one; 
but in tents you shall dwell all your 
days, that you may live many days in 
the land where you sojourn.’ Ge 36:7 

8 “We have obeyed the voice of 
Teens the son of Rechab, our fa- 
ther, in all that he commanded us, not 
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to drink wine all our days, we, our 
wives, our sons or our daughters, 

9 nor to build ourselves: houses 
to dwell in; and we do not have vine- 
yard or field or seed. Ps 37:16; Je 35:7; 1 Th 6:6 

10 “We have only ®dwelt in tents, 
and have obeyed and have done ac- 
cording to all that Jonadab our fa- 
ther commanded us. ‘Je 35:7 © Je 35:6 

_ 11 “But when ®Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up against the 
land, we said, ‘Come and let us ®go to 
Jerusalem before the army of the 
Chaldeans and before the army of the 
Arameans. So we have dwelt in 
Jerusalem.” —2Ki24:1,2;Da1:1,2 «Je 435-7; - 


Judah Rebuked 

12 Then the word of the Teel 
came to Jeremiah, saying, 

13 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ‘Go and say to the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants. of 
Jerusalem, “RWill you not receive in- 
struction by listening to My words?” 
declares the LorD. Is 28:9-12; Je 5:3; 6:8-10; 32:33 

14 “The 8words of Jonadab the 
son of Rechab, which he commanded 
his sons not to drink wine, are ob- 
served. So they do not drink wine to 
this day, for they have obeyed their fa- 
ther’s command. But I have spoken to 
you again and again; yet you have 
Rnot listened to Me. —_ Je 35:6-10 « Is 30:9; 50:2 

15 “Also I have sent to you all My 
servants the prophets, sending them 
again and again, saying: ‘Turn now 
every man from his evil way and 
amend your deeds, and do not go 
after other gods to worship them. 
Then you will dwell in the land which 
I have given to you and to your fore- 
fathers; but you have not inclined 
your ear or listened to Me. 

16 ‘Indeed, the sons of Jonadab 
the son of Rechab have ®observed the 
command of their father which he 
commanded them, but this people has 
not listened to Me.’”’ Je 35:14; Mal 1:6 

17 “Therefore thus says the Lorn, 
the God of hosts, the God of Israel, 
‘Behold, 8] am bringing on Judah and 
on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all 
the disaster that I have pronounced 
against them; because I spoke to 
them but they did not listen, and I 
have called them but they did not an- 
swer.’” Jos 23:15; Je 19:3, 15; 21:4-10; Mi 3:12 
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18 Then Jeremiah said to the 
house of the Rechabites, “Thus says 
the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, 
‘Because you have obeyed the com- 
mand of Jonadab your father, kept all 
his commands and done according to 
all that he commanded you; 

19 therefore thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “Jonadab the 
son of Rechab shall not lack a man to 
stand before Me always.”’” 


Jeremiah’s Scroll Read in the 
Temple ay 
360 the fourth year of Jehoiakim 

the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
this word came to Jeremiah from the 
Lorpb, saying, 

2 “Take a 8scroll and write on it 
all the words which I have spoken to 
you concerning Israel and concern- 
ing Judah, and concerning all the na- 
tions, from the day I first spoke to 
you, from the days of Josiah, even to 
this day. Ex 17:14; Is 8:1; Je 36:6, 23, 28; Ze 5:1, 2 

3 “RPerhaps the house of Judah 
will hear all the calamity which I plan 
to bring on them, in order that every 
man will turn from his evil way; then 
I will 8forgive their iniquity and their 
Sin.” Je 26:3; 36:7; Eze 12:3 ¢ Jon 3:10; Mk 4:12; Ac 3:19 

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch 
the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote 
on a &scroll at the dictation of Jere- 
miah all the words of the Lorp which 
He had spoken to him. Je 36:14; Eze 2:9 

5 Jeremiah commanded Baruch, 
saying, “I am ‘restricted; I cannot go 
into the house of the LorpD. Lit shut up 

6 “So you go and ®read from the 
scroll which you have ®written at my 
dictation the words of the Lorp to the 
people in the Lorp’s house on a fast 
day. And also you shall read them to 
all the people of Judah who come 
from their cities. Je 36:8 © Je 36:4 

7 “RPerhaps their supplication 
will come before the Lorb, and every- 
one will turn from his evil way, for 
great is the anger and the wrath that 
the Lorp has pronounced against this 
people.” 1 Ki 8:33; 2 Ch 33:12, 13: Je 26:3; 36:3 

8 Baruch the son of Neriah did 
according to all that Jeremiah the 
prophet commanded him, ®reading 
from the book the words of the Lorp 
in the Lorp’s house. Je 1:17; 36:6 
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9 Now in the ®fifth year of Je- 
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, in the ®ninth month, all the 
people in Jerusalem and all the peo- 
ple who 8came from the cities of 
Judah to Jerusalem proclaimed a fast 
before the Lorp. Je 36:1 ¢ Je 36:22 © Je 36:6 

10 Then Baruch read from the 
book the words of Jeremiah in the 
house of the Lorp in the chamber of 
RGemariah the son of Shaphan the 
scribe, in the upper court, at the entry 
of the New Gate of the Lorp’s house, 
to all the people. Je 35:4 ¢ Je 36:11, 25 

11 Now when ®Micaiah the son of 
Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had 
heard all the words of the Lorp from 
the book, Je 36:13 

12 he went down to the king’s 
house, into the scribe’s chamber. And 
behold, all the officials were sitting 
there—®Elishama the scribe, and ®De- 
laiah the son of Shemaiah, and 8E]- 
nathan the son of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and 
Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all 
the other officials. Je 36:20 « Je 36:25 ¢ Je 26:22 

13 Micaiah 8declared to them all 
the words that he had heard when 
Baruch read from the book to the 
people. 2 Ki 22:10 

14 Then all the officials sent ®Je- 
hudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of 
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to 
Baruch, saying, “Take in your hand 
the scroll from which you have read 
to the people and come.” So Baruch 
the son of Neriah took the scroll in his 
hand and went to them. Je 36:21 

15 They said to him, “Sit down, 
please, and read it to us.” So Baruch 
Rread it to them. Je 36:21 

16 When they had heard all the 
words, they turned in ®fear one to an- 
other and said to Baruch, “We will 
surely Rreport all these words to the 
king.” Je 36:24; Ac 24:25 « Je 13:18; Am 7:10, 11 
_ 17 And they asked Baruch, say- 
ing, “Tell us, please, Show did you 
write all these words? Was it Tat his 
dictation?” Jo 9:10, 15, 26 

_ 18 Then Baruch said to them, “He 
dictated all these words to me, and I 
wrote them with ink on the book.” 

19 Then the officials said to 
Baruch, “Go, hide yourself, you and 
Jeremiah, and do not let anyone know 
where you are.” 
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The Scroll Is Burned 

20: So they went'to the ®king in the 
court, but they had deposited the 
scroll in the chamber of ®Elishama 
the scribe, and they reported all the 
words to the king. Je 36:12 * Je 36:12 

21 Then the king sent Jehudi to 
get the scroll, and he took it out of the 
chamber of Elishama the scribe. And 
Jehudi "read it to the king as well as 
to all the officials who stood beside 
the king. 2 Ki 22:10; 2 Ch 34:18; Eze 2:4, 5 

22 Now the king was sitting in the 
Rwinter house in the ninth month, 
with a fire burning in the brazier be- 
fore him. Ju 3:20; Am 3:15 © Je 36:9 

23 When Jehudi had read three or 
four columns, the king cut it with a 
scribe’s knife and threw it into the fire 
that was in the brazier, until all the 
scroll was consumed in the fire that 
was in the brazier. 

24 Yet the king and all his ser- 
vants who heard all these words were 
Rnot afraid, nor did they rend their 
garments. Ps 36:1; 64:5; Je 36:16 

25 Even though Elnathan and De- 
laiah and Gemariah ®pleaded with the 
king not to burn the scroll, he would 
not listen to them. Ge 37:22, 26, 27; Ac 5:34-39 

26 And the king commanded Jer- 
ahmeel the king’s son, Seraiah the 
son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son 
of Abdeel to ®seize Baruch the scribe 
and Jeremiah the prophet, but the 
Lorp hid them. | 1 Ki 19:1-3, 10, 14; Ma 23:34, 37 


The Scroll Is Replaced 
27 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Jeremiah after the king had 
Rburned the scroll and the words 
which Baruch had written at the dic- 
tation of Jeremiah, saying, Je 36:23 
28 “Take again another scroll and 
write on it all the former words that 
were on the first scroll which Je- 
hoiakim the king of Judah burned. 
29 “And concerning Jehoiakim 
king of Judah you shall say, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp, “You have ®burned this 
scroll, saying, ‘Why have you written 
on it that the ®king of Babylon will 
certainly come and destroy this land, 
and will make man and beast to cease 
from it?’” De 29:19; Job 15:24, 25; Is 45:9 ¢ Je 25:9-11 
30. ‘Therefore thus says the Lorp 
concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
“He shall have no one to sit on the 
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throne of David; and his ®dead body 
shall be cast out to the heat of the day 
and the frost of the night. Je 22:19 
~ 31 “I will also 8punish him and his 
descendants and his servants for their 
iniquity, and I will bring on them and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the 
men of Judah all the calamity that I 
have declared to them—but they did 
not listen.”’” Je 23:34 
32 Then Jeremiah took another 
scroll and gave it to Baruch the son of 
Neriah, the scribe, and he wrote on it 
at the dictation of Jeremiah all the 
words of the book which Jehoiakim 
king of Judah had burned in the fire; 
and many ‘similar words were added 
to them. Ex 4:15, 16; 34:1; Je 36:4, 18, 23 « Lit like those 


Jeremiah Warns against Trust in 


Pharaoh 
3 Now &Zedekiah the: son of 
Josiah whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon had made king in 
the land of Judah, reigned as king in 
place of Coniah the son of Je- 
hoiakim. 2 Ki 24:17; 1 Ch 3:15; 2 Ch 36:10 
2 But ®neither he nor his ser- 
vants nor the people of the land lis- 
tened to the words of the Lorp which 
He spoke through Jeremiah the 
prophet. 2 Ki 24:19, 20; 2 Ch 36:12-16; Pr 29:12 
3 Yet King Zedekiah sent Jehu- 
cal the son of Shelemiah, and ®Zepha- 
niah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, 
to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
“Please pray to the Lorp our God on 
our behalf.” Je 21:1, 2 © Je 29:25; 52:24 
4 Now Jeremiah was still coming 
in and going out among the people, 
for they had not yet put him in the 
prison. Je 32:2, 3: 37:15 
5 Meanwhile, 8Pharaoh’s army 
had set out from Egypt; and when the 
Chaldeans who had been besieging 
Jerusalem heard the report about 
them, they &®lifted the siege from 
Jerusalem. 2 Ki 24:7; Je 37:7; Eze 17:15 ¢ Je 37:11 
6 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
7 “Thus says the Lorp God of Is- 
rael, ‘“Thus you are to say to the king 
of Judah, who sent you to Me to in- 
quire of Me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army 
which has come out for your assis- 
tance is going to return to its own 
land of Egypt. 2 Ki 22:18; Je 21:1, 2; 37:3 
8 “The Chaldeans will also ®re- 
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turn and fight against this city, and 
they will capture it and burn it with 
fire.” Je 34:22; 38:23; 39:2-8 

9 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Do not 
deceive yourselves, saying, “The 
Chaldeans will surely go away from 
us,” for they will not go. 

10 ‘For Feven if you had defeated 
the entire army of Chaldeans who 
were fighting against you, and there 
were only wounded men left among 
them, each man in his tent, they 
would rise up and ®burn this city with 
fire.” Le 26:36-38; Is 30:17; Je 21:4, 5 © Je 37:8 


Jeremiah Imprisoned 

11 Now it happened when the 
army of the Chaldeans had lifted the 
siege from Jerusalem because of 
Pharaoh’s army, 

12 that Jeremiah went out from 
Jerusalem to go to the land of Ben- 
jamin in order to ®take ™possession of 
some property there among the peo- 
ple. Je 32:8 ¢ Or part in a dividing 

13. While he was at the Gate of 
Benjamin, a captain of the guard 
whose name was Irijah, the son of 
Shelemiah the son of Hananiah was 
there; and he arrested Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying, “You are going over 
to the Chaldeans!” Je 38:7; Ze 14:10 

14 But Jeremiah said, “8A lie! Iam 
not going over to the Chaldeans”; yet 
he would not listen to him. So Irijah 
arrested Jeremiah and brought him to 
the officials. Ps 27:12; 52:1, 2; Je 40:4-6; Ma 5:11, 12 

15 Then the officials were angry 
at Jeremiah and beat him, and they 
put him in jail in the house of 
Jonathan the scribe, which they had 
made into the prison. 

16 For Jeremiah had come into 
the ®dungeon, that is, the vaulted cell; 
and Jeremiah stayed there many 
days. Je 38:6 

17 Now King Zedekiah sent and 
took him out; and in his palace the 
king secretly asked him and said, “Is 
there a word from the Lorp?” And Je- 
remiah said, “There is!” Then he said, 
“You will be given into the hand of the 
king of Babylon!” 

18 Moreover Jeremiah said to 
King Zedekiah, “In what way have I 
sinned against you, or against your 
servants, or against this people, that 
you have put me in prison? 
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19 “Where then are your 
prophets who prophesied to you, say- 
ing, ‘The king of Babylon will not 
come against you or against this 
land’? De 32:37, 38; 2 Ki 3:13; Je 2:28 

20 “But now, please listen, O my 
lord the king; please let my petition 
come before you and do not make me 
return to the house of Jonathan the 
scribe, that I may not die there.” 

21 Then King Zedekiah gave com- 
mandment, and they committed Jere- 
miah to the court of the guardhouse 
and gave him a loaf of bread daily 
from the bakers’ street, until all the 
bread in the city was gone. So Jere- 
miah remained in the court of the 
guardhouse. Je 32:2; 38:13, 28 


Jeremiah Thrown into the 
Cistern 

3 SNow Shephatiah the son of Mat- 
tan, and Gedaliah the son of 
Pashhur, and Jucal the "son of 
Shelemiah, and ®Pashhur the son of 
Malchijah heard the words that Jere- 
miah was speaking to all the people, 
saying, Je 37:3 © Je 21:1 
2 “Thus says the Lorpb, ‘He who 
Rstays in this city will die by the sword 
and by famine and by pestilence, but 
he who goes out to the Chaldeans will 
live and have his own life as booty 
and stay alive’ Je 21:9 
3 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘This city 
will certainly be ®given into the hand 
of the army of the king of Babylon 
and he will capture it.’” Je 21:10; 32:3-5 
_ 4 Then the officials said to the 
king, “Now let this man be put to 
death, inasmuch as he is discouraging 
the men of war who are left in this 
city and all the people, by speaking 
such words to them; for this man Ris 
not seeking the well-being of this 
people but rather their harm.” — Je29:7 
5 So King Zedekiah said, “Be- 
hold, he is in your hands; for the king 
Rcan do nothing against you.” 28a 3:39 
6 Then they took Jeremiah and 
cast him into the ®cistern of Malchi- 
jah the king’s son, which was in the 
court of the guardhouse; and they let 
Jeremiah down with ropes. Now in 
the cistern there was no water but 
only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the 
mud. Je 37:16, 21; Ac 16:24 
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7 But REbed-melech “the 
Ethiopian, a Seunuch, while he was in 
the king’s palace, heard that they had 
put Jeremiah into the cistern. Now the 
king was sitting in the Gate of Ben- 
jamin; Je 39:16 © Je 29:2; Ac 8:27 

8 and Ebed-melech went out 
from the king’s palace and spoke to 
the king, saying, 

9 “My lord the king, these 
men have acted wickedly in all 
that they have done to Jeremiah 
the prophet whom they have cast 
into the cistern; and he will die right 
where he is because of the famine, 
for there is 8no more bread in the 
City.” Je 37:21; 52:6 

10 Then the king commanded 
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, 
“Take thirty men from here Tunder 
your authority and bring up Jeremiah 
the prophet from the cistern before he 
dies.” Lit in your hand 

11 So Ebed-melech took the men 
under his ‘authority and went into the 
king’s palace to a place beneath the 
storeroom and took from there worn- 
out clothes and worn-out rags and let 
them down by ropes into the cistern 
to Jeremiah. Lit hand 

12 Then Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Now put 
these worn-out clothes and rags 
under your armpits under the ropes”; 
and Jeremiah did so. 

13 So they pulled Jeremiah up 
with the ropes and lifted him out of 
the cistern, and Jeremiah stayed in 
the court of the guardhouse. 

14 Then King Zedekiah sent and 
had Jeremiah the prophet brought to 
him at the third entrance that is in the 
house of the Lorp; and the king said 
to Jeremiah, “I am going to Sask you 
something; do not hide anything from 
me.” 1 Sa 3:17, 18; 1 Ki 22:16; Je 15:11; 42:2-5, 20 

15 Then Jeremiah said to 
Zedekiah, “®If I tell you, will you not 
certainly put me to death? Besides, if 
I give you advice, you will not listen to 
me.” Lk 22:67, 68 

16 But King Zedekiah swore to 
Jeremiah in ®secret saying, “As the 
Lorp lives, who made this life for us, 
surely I will not put you to death nor 
will I give you over to the hand of 
Rthese men who are seeking your 
Tlife.” Je 37:17; Jo 3:2 © Je 34:20; 38:4-6 © Lit soul 
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Interview with Zedekiah 

17 Then Jeremiah said to 
Zedekiah; “Thus says the Lorp God 
of hosts, the ®God of Israel, ‘If you will 
indeed go out to the officers of the 
king of Babylon, then you will live, 
this city will not be burned with fire, 
and you and your household will sur- 
vive. Ps 80:7, 14; Am 5:27 ¢ 1 Ch 17:24; Eze 8:4 

18 ‘But if you will not go out to the 
officers of the king of Babylon, then 
this city will be given over to the hand 
of the Chaldeans; and they will burn it 
with fire, and you yourself will not es- 
cape from their hand.” 

19 Then King Zedekiah said to Je- 
remiah, “I dread the Jews who have 
Rgone over to the Chaldeans, for they 
may give me over into their hand he 
they will abuse me.” 

20 But Jeremiah said, “They ‘will 
not give you over. Please obey the 
Lorp in what Iam saying to you, that 
it may go ®well with you and ®you 
may live. Je 7:23 ¢ Ge 19:20; Is 55:3 

21 “But if you keep refusing to go 
out, this is the word which the Lorp 
has shown me: : 

22 ‘Then. behold, all of the 
Rwomen who have been left in the 
palace of the king of Judah are going 
to be brought out to the officers of the 
king of Babylon; and those women 
will say, 

“Your close friends 
Have misled and overpowered 


you; 

While your feet were sunk in 
the mire, 

They turned back.” Je 6:12; 8:10; 43:6 

23 ‘They will also bring out all 
your wives and your 8sons to the 
Chaldeans, and ®you yourself will not 
escape from their hand, but will be 
seized by the hand of the king of Baby- 
lon, and &this city will be burned with 
fire.” 2 Ki 25:7; Je 39:6; 41:10 © Je 38:18 © Je 38:18 

24 Then Zedekiah said to Jere- 
miah, “Let no man know about these 
words and you will not die. 

25 “But if the 8officials hear that I 
have talked with you and come to you 
and say to you, ‘Tell us now what you 
said to the king and what the king 
said to you; do not hide it from us and 
we will not put you to death,’ Je 38:4-6, 27 

26 then you are to say to them, ‘I 
was ®presenting my petition before the 
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king, not to make me return to the 
house of Jonathan to die there.’” Je 37:20 

27 Then all the officials came to 
Jeremiah and questioned him. So he 
reported to them in accordance with 
all these words which the king had 
commanded; and they ceased speak- 
ing with him, since the ‘conversation 
had not been overheard. Lit word 

28 So Jeremiah stayed in the court 
of the guardhouse until the day that 
Jerusalem was captured. 


Jerusalem Captured 

3938 ow when Jerusalem was cap- 
tured in the ninth year of 

Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth 

month, Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon and all his army came to 

Jerusalem and laid siege to it; 

2 in the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah, in the fourth month, in the 
ninth day of the month, the city wall 
was ®breached. 2 Ki 25:4; Je 52:7 

3 Then all the 8officials of the 
king of Babylon came in and sat down 
at the Middle Gate: Nergal-sar-ezer, 
Samgar-nebu, Sar-sekim the Rab- 
saris; Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, 
and all the rest of the officials of the 
king of Babylon. Je 38:17 © Je 21:4 

4 When Zedekiah the king of 
Judah and all the men of war saw 
them, they ®fled and went out of the 
city at night by way of the king’s gar- 
den through the gate between the two 
walls; and he went out toward the 
FArabah. 2 Ki 25:4; Is 30:16; Je 52:7; Am 2:14 

5 But the army of the Chaldeans 
pursued them and overtook Zedekiah 
in the ®plains of Jericho; and they 
seized him and brought him up to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at 
Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he 
passed sentence on him. Jos 4:13; 5:10 

6 Then the king of Babylon slew 
the sons of Zedekiah ®before his eyes 
at Riblah; the king of Babylon also 
slew all the nobles of Judah. pe 28:34 

7 He then blinded Zedekiah’s 
eyes and bound him in fetters of 
bronze to bring him to Babylon. 

8 The Chaldeans also burned 
with fire the king’s palace and the 
houses of the people, and they broke 
down the walls of Jerusalem. 

9 As for the rest of the people 
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who were left in the city, the Rdesert- 
ers who had gone over to him and 
Rthe rest of the people who remained, 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the 
bodyguard carried them into exile in 
Babylon. Je 38:19; 52:15 « Je 24:8 © Ge 37:36 

10 But some of the ®poorest peo- 
ple who had nothing, "Nebuzaradan 
the captain of the bodyguard left be- 
hind in the land of Judah, and gave 
them vineyards and fields at that 
time. 2 Ki 25:12; Je 52:16 ¢'2 Ki 25:12; Je 52:16 


Jeremiah Spared 

11 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon gave orders about Jeremiah 
through Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the bodyguard, saying, 

12 “Take him and look after him, 
and ®do nothing harmful to him, but 
rather deal with him just as he tells 
you.” Ps 105:14, 15; Pr 16:7; 21:1; 1 Pe 3:13 

13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the bodyguard sent word, along with 
Nebushazban the ‘Rab-saris, and 
Nergal-sar-ezer the ‘Rab-mag, and all 
the leading officers of the king of 
Babylon; Le. chief official « Le. title of a high official 

14 they even sent and took Jere- 
miah out of the court of the guard- 
house and entrusted him to 
RGedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son 
of Shaphan, to take him home. So he 
stayed among the people. 

15 Now the word of the Lorp had 
come to Jeremiah while he was ®con- 
fined in the court of the guardhouse, 
saying, Je 38:28 

16 “Go and speak to Ebed-melech 
the Ethiopian, saying, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, “Be- 
hold, I am about to bring My words 
on this city for disaster and not for 
Tprosperity; and they will take place 
before you on that day. 

17 “But I will 8deliver you on that 
day,” declares the Lorp, “and you will 
not be given into the hand of the men 
whom you dread. Ps 41:1, 2; 50:15 

18 “For I will certainly rescue you, 
and you will not fall by the sword; but 
you will have your own &life as booty, 
because you have trusted in Me,” de- 
clares the Lorpb.’” Je 21:9; 38:2; 45:5 


39:4 Le. Jordan valley 
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Jeremiah Remains in 

Judah 

4 The word which came to Jere- 
VU miah from the Lorp after 3Neb- 
uzaradan captain of the bodyguard 
had released him from .Ramah, when 
he had taken him bound in ®chains 
among all the exiles of Jerusalem and 
Judah who were being exiled to Baby- 
lon. Je 39:9, 11 © Je 31:15 © Ac 12:6, 7; 21:13; 28:20; Ep 6:20 

2 Now the captain of the body- 
guard had taken Jeremiah and said to 
him, “The Lorp your God promised 
this calamity against this place; 

3 and the Lorp has brought it on 
and done just as He promised: Be- 
cause you people ®sinned against the 
Lorp and did not listen to His voice, 
therefore this thing has happened to 
you. Je 50:7; Da 9:11; Ro 2:5 

4 “But now, behold, I am ®freeing 
you today from the chains which are 
on your hands. If ‘you would prefer 
to come with me to Babylon, come 
along, and I will look after you; but if 
you would prefer not to come with 
me to Babylon, never mind. Look, the 
Rwhole land is before you; go wher- 
ever it seems good and right for you 
tO ZO.” Je 39:11, 12 « Lit refrain! * Ge 13:9; 20:15; 47:6 

5 As Jeremiah was still not 
going back, he said, “Go on back then 
to ®Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the 
son of Shaphan, whom the king of 
Babylon has appointed over the 
cities of Judah, and stay with him 
among the people; or else go any- 
where it seems right for you to go.” So 
the captain of the bodyguard gave 
him a ration and a ®gift and let him 
go. Lit he Je 39:14 © 2 Ki 25:23 ¢ Je 52:34 ® 2 Ki 8:7-9 

6 Then Jeremiah went to Mizpah 
to ®Gedaliah the son of Ahikam and 
stayed with him among the people 
who were left in the land. Je 39:14 

7 ®Now all the commanders 
of the forces that were in the field, 
they and their men, heard that the 
king of Babylon had appointed 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam over 
the land and that he had put him 
in charge of the men, women and 
children, those of the ®poorest of the 
land who had not been exiled to 
Babylon. 2 Ki 25:23 « Je 39:10; 52:16 

8 So they came to Gedaliah at 
Mizpah, along with Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah, and Johanan and 
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Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and 
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and 
the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, 
and ®Jezaniah the son of the Maa- 
cathite, both they and their men. Je 42:1 

9 Then Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 8swore 
to them and to their men, saying, “Do 
not be afraid of serving the 
Chaldeans; stay in the land and serve 
the king of Babylon, that it may go 
well with you. 1 Sa 20:16, 17; 2 Ki 25:24 

10 “Now as for me, behold, I am 
going to stay at Mizpah to stand for 
you before the Chaldeans who come 
to us; but as for you, ®gather in wine 
and summer fruit and oil and put 
them in your storage vessels, and live 
in your cities that you have taken 
OVeY.” De 1:38; 1 Ki 10:8; Je 35:19 ¢ De 16:13; Je 39:10 

11 Likewise, also all the Jews 
who were in Moab and among the 
sons of Ammon and in Edom and 
who were in all the other countries, 
heard that the king of Babylon had 
left a remnant for Judah, and that he 
had appointed over them Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan. 

12 Then all the Jews ®returned 
from all the places to which they had 
been driven away and came to the 
land of Judah, to Gedaliah at Mizpah, 
and gathered in wine and summer 
fruit in great abundance. Je 43:5 

13 Now Johanan the son _ of 
Kareah and all the commanders of 
the forces that were in the field came 
to Gedaliah at Mizpah 

14 and said to him, “Are you well 
aware that Baalis the king of the sons 
of Ammon has sent Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah to take your life?” But 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not 
believe them. 1 Sa 11:1-3; 2 Sa 10:1-6; Je 25:21; 41:10 

15 Then Johanan the son of 
Kareah spoke secretly to Gedaliah in 
Mizpah, saying, “®Let me go and kill 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and not 
a man will know! Why should he 
Rtake your life, so that all the Jews 
who are gathered to you would be 
scattered and the 8remnant of Judah 
would perish?” 1 Sa 26:8 + 2 Sa21:17¢ Je 42:2 

16 But Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam said to Johanan the son of 
Kareah, “Do not do this thing, for you 
are telling a lie about Ishmael.” 
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Gedaliah Is Murdered 
4 | Wes the seventh month ®Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, the son of 
Elishama, of the royal ‘family and one 
of the chief officers of the king, along 
with ten men, came to Mizpah to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. While 
they were eating bread together there 
in Mizpah, 2 Ki 25:25 « Je 40:8, 14 « Lit seed 

2 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
and the ten men who were with him 
arose and struck down Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
with the sword and ®put to death the 
one whom the king of Babylon had 

appointed over the land. 2 Ki 25:25 « Je 40:5 
‘3 Ishmael also struck down all 
the Jews who were with him, that is 
with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the 
Chaldeans who were found there, the 
men of war. 

4 Now it happened on the ‘next 
day after the killing of Gedaliah, 
when no one knew about it, — orsecond 

5 that eighty men came from 
Shechem, from Shiloh, and from 
Samaria with their beards shaved off 
and their clothes torn and their bodies 
gashed, having grain offerings and 
incense in their hands to bring to the 
house of the Lorpb. 

6 Then Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niah went out from Mizpah to meet 
them, weeping as he went; and as he 
met them, he said to them, “Come to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!” 

7 Yet it turned out that as soon as 
they came inside the city, Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah and the men that 
were with him slaughtered them and 
cast them into the cistern. 

8 But ten men who were found 
among them said to Ishmael, “Do not 
put us to death; for we have 8stores of 
wheat, barley, oil and honey hidden in 
the field.” So he refrained and did not 
put them to death along with their 
companions. Is 45:3 

9 Now as for the cistern where 
Ishmael had cast all the corpses of the 
men whom he had struck down be- 
cause of Gedaliah, it was the Sone that 
King Asa had made on account of 
Baasha, king of Israel; Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah filled it with the 
slain. 1 Ki 15:17-22: 2 Ch 16:1-6 

10 Then Ishmael took captive all 
the ®remnant of the people who were 
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in Mizpah, the ®king’s daughters and 
all the people who were left in Miz- 
pah, whom Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the bodyguard had put under the 
charge of Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam; thus Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah took them captive and 
proceeded to cross over to the sons of 
Ammon. Je 40:11, 12 ¢ Je 43:6 


Johanan Rescues the People 

11 But Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the ;commanders of the forces 
that were with him heard of all the 
evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
had done. Je 40:7, 8, 13-16 

12 So they took all the men and 
went to fight with Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah and they found him by the 
Rereat pool that isin Gibeon.  25a2:13 

13 Now as soon as all the people 
who were with Ishmael saw Johanan 
the son of Kareah and the command- 
ers of the forces that were with him, 
they were glad. 

14 So all the people whom Ish- 
mael had taken captive from Mizpah 
turned around and came back, and 
went to Johanan the son of Kareah. 

15 But Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niah Rescaped from Johanan with 
eight men and went to the sons of 
Ammon. | 1Sa 30:17; 1 Ki 20:20; Job 21:30; Pr 28:17 

16 Then Johanan the son of 
Kareah and all the commanders of 
the forces that were with him took 
from Mizpah all the remnant of the 
people whom he had "recovered from 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, after he 
had struck down Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, that is, the men who were 
soldiers, the women, the children, and 
the eunuchs, whom he had brought 
back from Gibeon. Je 42:8; 43:4-7 

17 And they went and stayed in 
RGeruth Chimham, which is beside 
Bethlehem, in order to proceed into 
Egypt 2 Sa 19:37, 38, 40 © Je 42:14 

18 because of the Chaldeans; for 
they were afraid of them, since Ish- 
mael the son of Nethaniah had struck 
down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
whom the king of Babylon had ap- 
pointed over the land. Je 40:5 


Warning against Going to Egypt 
4 Then all the commanders of the 
forces, .Johanan the son of 
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Kareah, Jezaniah the son of Hosha- 
iah, and all the people both small and 
great approached Je 40:8, 13; 41:11, 18 

2 and said to Jeremiah the 
prophet, “Please let our &petition 
Tcome before you, and pray for us to 
the Lorp your God, that is for all this 
remnant; because we are left but a 
few out of many, as your own eyes 
now see us, Je 36:7; 37:20 © Lit fall 

3 that the Lorp your God may 
tell us the way in which we should 
oa and the thing that we should 

(Oye, 

4 Then Jeremiah the prophet 

said to them, “I have heard you. Be- 


|. hold, 1am going to ®pray to the Lorp 


your God in accordance with your 
words; and | will tell you the whole 
message which the 8Lorp will answer 
you. I will not keep back a word from 
you.” Ex 8:29; 1 Sa 12:23 © 1 Ki 22:14; Je 23:28 
5 Then they said to Jeremiah, 
“May the Lorp be a true and faithful 
witness against us if we do not act in 
accordance with the whole ™message 
with which the Lorp your God will 
send you to us. Lit word 
6 “Whether it is pleasant or un- 
pleasant, we will 8listen to the voice 
of the Lorp our God to whom we are 
sending you, so that it may go well 
with us when we listen to the voice of 
the Lorp our God.” Ex 24:7; De 5:27; Jos 24:24 
7 Now at the end of ten days the 
word of the Lorp came to Jeremiah. 
8 Then he called for Johanan the 
son of Kareah and all the '?comman- 
ders of the forces that were with him, 
and for all the people both small and 
great, Or princes 
9 and said to them, “Thus ®says 
the Lorp the God of Israel, to whom 
you sent me to present your petition 
before Him: 2 Ki 19:4, 6, 20; 22:15 
10 ‘If you will indeed stay in this 
land, then I will build you up and not 
tear you down, and I will plant you 
and not uproot you; for I will relent 
concerning the calamity that I have 
inflicted ON YOU. Je 24:6; 31:28; 33:7; Eze 36:36 
11 ‘Do not be afraid of the king of 
Babylon, whom you are now fearing; 
do not be afraid of him,’ declares the 
Lorp, ‘for I am with you to save you 
and deliver you from his hand. 
12 ‘I will also show you compas- 
sion, so that he will have compassion 
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on you and restore you to your own 
soil. Ne 1:11; Ps 106:46; Pr 16:7 

_13 ‘But if you are going to say, “We 
will Rnot stay in this land,” so as not to 
listen to the voice of the Lorp your 
God, Ex 5:2; Je 44:16 

14 saying, “No, but we will go to 
the land of Egypt, where we will not 
see war or "hear the sound of a trum- 
pet or hunger for bread, and we will 
stay there”; Ex 16:3; Nu 11:4; Je 4:19, 21 

15 then in that case listen to the 
word of the Lorp, O remnant of 
Judah. Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, “If you really set 
your mind to enter Egypt and go in 
to reside there, De 17:16; Je 42:17; 44:12-14 

16 then the sword, which you are 
afraid of, will overtake you there in 
the land of Egypt; and the famine, 
about which you are anxious, will fol- 
low closely after you there in Egypt, 
and you will die there. 

17 “So all the men who set their 
mind to go to Egypt to reside there 
will die by the 8sword, by famine and 
by pestilence; and they will Shave no 
survivors or refugees from the 
calamity that I am going to bring on 
them.”’” Je 24:10; 38:2; 42:22; 44:13 © Je 44:14, 28 

18 For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “As My 
anger and wrath have been poured 
out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so My wrath will be poured out on 
you when you enter Egypt. And you 
will become a curse, an object of 
horror, an imprecation and a re- 
proach; and ®you will see this place 
no more.” Je 22:10, 27 

19 The Lorp has spoken to you, O 
remnant of Judah, “Do not ®go into 
Egypt!” You should clearly ®under- 
stand that today I have testified 
against you. De 17:16; Is 30:1-7 © Eze 2:5 

20 For you have only ®deceived 
yourselves; for it is you who sent me 
to the Lorp your God, saying, “Pray 
for us to the Lorp our God; and what- 
ever the Lorp our God says, tell us so, 
and we will do it.” Je 43:2; Eze 14:3 

21 So I have told you today, but 
you have not Tobeyed the Lorp your 
God, even in whatever He has sent me 
to tell you. Je 43:4 ¢ Lit listened to the voice of 

22 Therefore you should now 
clearly understand that you will ®die 
by the sword, by famine and by pesti- 
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lence, in the kplace where you wish to 
go to reside. Je 43:11; Eze 6:11 ¢ Ho 9:6 


In Egypt Jeremiah Warns of 

Judgment | 

4 But as soon as Jeremiah, whom 
the Lorp their God had sent, 

had Rfinished telling all the people all 

the words of the Lorp their God—that 

is, all these words— Je 26:8; 51:63 

2 Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, 
and Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, 
“You are telling a lie! The Lorp our 
God has not sent you to say, ‘You are 
not to enter Egypt to reside there’; 

3 but RBaruch the son of Neriah 
is inciting you against us to give us 
over into the hand of the Chaldeans, 
so they will put us to death or exile us 
to Babylon.” Je 36:4, 10, 26, 32; 43:6; 45:1-3 

4 So 8Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the commanders of the forces, 
and all the people, did not obey the 
voice of the Lorp to ®stay in the land 
of Judah. Je 42:8 © Ps 37:3; Je 42:10-12 

5 But Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the ‘commanders of the forces 
took the ®entire remnant of Judah 
who had returned from all the nations 
to which they had been driven away, 
in order to reside in the land of 
Judah— Or princes ¢ Je 40:11 

6 the men, the women, the chil- 
dren, the &king’s daughters and 
Revery person that Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the bodyguard had left with 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam and 
grandson of Shaphan, together with 
Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the 
son of Neriah— Je 41:10 © Je 39:10; 40:7 

7 and they entered the land of 
Egypt (for they did not obey the voice 
of the Lorp) and went in as far as 
RTahpanhes. Je 2:16; 44:1 

8 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Jeremiah in 'Tahpanhes, say- 
Ing, Je 2:16; 44:1; 46:14; Eze 30:18 

9 “Take some large stones in 
your ‘hands and hide them in the 
mortar in the "brick terrace which is 
at the entrance of Pharaoh’s ‘palace 
in Tahpanhes, in the sight of some of 
the Jews; Lit hand © Or brickwork © Lit house 

10 and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, “Be- 
hold, lam going to send and get 8Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My 
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servant, and I am going to set his 
throne right over these stones that I 
have hidden; and he will spread his 
canopy over them. Je 25:9, 11 

11 “He will also come and strike 
the land of Egypt; those who are 
meant for death will be given over to 
death, and those for captivity to cap- 
tivity, and those for the sword to the 
sword. Je 15:2 

12 “And I shall set fire to the tem- 
ples of the gods of Egypt, and he will 
burn them and take them captive. So 
he will }wrap himself with the land of 
Egypt as a shepherd wraps himself 
with his garment, and he will depart 
from there safely. Ps 104:2; 109:18, 19; Is 49:18 

13 “He will also shatter the 
Tobelisks of Heliopolis, which is in 
the land of Egypt; and the temples of 
the gods of Egypt he will burn with 


fire.”’” Or stone pillars 


Conquest of Egypt Predicted 
The word that came to Jeremiah 
for all the Jews living in the 
land of Egypt, those who were living 
in Migdol, Tahpanhes, Memphis, and 
the land of Pathros, saying, 

2 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ‘You yourselves 
have seen all the calamity that I have 
brought on Jerusalem and all the 
cities of Judah; and behold, this day 
they are in 8ruins and no one lives in 
them, Is 6:11; Je 4:7; 9:11; 34:22; Mi 3:12 

3 because of their wickedness 
which they committed so as to pro- 
voke Me to anger by continuing to 
Rburn sacrifices and to serve other 
gods whom they had not known, nei- 
ther they, you, nor your fathers. Je 19:4 

4 ‘Yet I sent you all My servants 
the prophets, again and again, saying, 
“Oh, do not do this 8abominable thing 
which I hate.” Je 16:18; 32:34, 35; Eze 8:10 

_ 5 ‘But they did not listen or in- 
cline their ears to turn from. their 
wickedness, so as not to burn ‘sacri- 
fices to other ods. Je 11:8, 10; 13:10 « Or incense 

6 ‘Therefore My wrath and My 
anger were poured out and burned in 
the cities of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, so they have become a 
ruin and a desolation as it is this day. 

7 ‘Now then thus says the Lorp 
God of hosts, the God of Israel, “Why 
are you doing great harm to your- 
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selves, so as to cut off from you man 
and woman, child and infant, from 
among Judah, leaving yourselves 
without remnant, Je 3:24; 9:21; 51:22 
8 provoking Me to anger with the 
works of your hands, burning sacri- 
fices to other gods in the land of 
Egypt, where you are entering to re- 
side, so that you might be cut off and 
become a curse and a reproach 
among all the nations of the earth? 

9 “Have you forgotten the 
Rwickedness of your fathers, the 
wickedness of the kings of Judah, and 
the wickedness of their wives, your 
own wickedness, and the wickedness 
of your wives, which they committed 
in the land of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem? Je 7:9, 10, 17, 18; 44:17, 21 

10 “But they have not become 
contrite even to this day, nor have 
they feared nor walked in My law or 
My statutes, which I have set before 
you and before your fathers.”’ 

11 “Therefore thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Behold; I 
am going to set My face against you 
for woe, even to cut off all Judah. 

12 ‘And I will §take away the rem- 
nant of Judah who have set their 
mind on entering the land of Egypt to 
reside there, and they will all meet 
their end in the land of Egypt; they 
will fall by the sword and meet their 
end by famine. Both small and great 
will die by the sword and famine; and 
they will become a curse, an object of 
horror, an imprecation and a re- 
proach. Je 42:15-18, 22 

13 ‘And I will punish those who 
live in the land of Egypt, as I have 
punished Jerusalem, with the sword, 
with famine and with pestilence. 

14 ‘So there will be no refugees or 
survivors for the remnant of Judah 
who have entered the land of Egypt to 
reside there and then to return to the 
land of Judah, to which they are long- 
ing to return and live; for none will re- 
turn except a few refugees.” 

15 Then Xall the men who were 
aware that their wives were burning 
Tgacrifices to other gods, along with 
all the women who were standing by, 
as a large assembly, including all the 
people who were living in Pathros in 
the land of Egypt, responded to Jere- 
miah, saying, Pr 11:21; Is 1:5; Je 5:1-5 ¢ Or incense 
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16 “As for the 8message that you 
have spoken to us in the name of the 
Lorp, ®we are not going to listen to 
you! Je 43:2 ¢ Pr 1:24-27; Je 11:8, 10; 13:10 

17 “But rather we will certainly 
Rcarry out every word that has pro- 
ceeded from our mouths, by burning 
sacrifices to the queen of heaven and 
pouring out drink offerings to her, just 
as we ourselves, our forefathers, our 
kings and our princes did in the cities 
of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of 
food and were well off and saw no 
misfortune. Nu 30:12; De 23:23 « Or so as to burn 

18 “But since we stopped burning 
Tsacrifices to the queen of heaven and 
pouring out drink offerings to her, we 
have 8lacked everything and have 
met our end by the sword and by 
famine.” or incense « Nu 11:5, 6; Je 40:12; Mal 3:13-15 

19 “And,” said the women, “when 
we were ®burning ‘sacrifices to the 
queen of heaven and were pouring 
out drink offerings to her, was it 
Rwithout our husbands that we made 
for her sacrificial cakes in her image 
and poured out drink offerings to 
her?” Je 7:18 ¢ Or incense * Nu 30:6, 7; Je 44:15 


Calamity for the Jews 

20 Then Jeremiah said to all the 
people, to the men and women—even 
to all the people who were giving him 
such an answer—Saying, 

21 “As for the smoking sacrifices 
that you burned in the cities of Judah 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, you 
and your forefathers, your kings and 
your princes, and the people of the 
land, did not the Lorp remember 
them and did not all this come into 
His ‘mind? Eze 8:10, 11 « Lit heart 

22 “So the Lorp was no longer 
able to endure it, because of the evil 
of your deeds, because of the abomi- 
nations which you have committed; 
thus your land has become a ruin, an 
object of horror and a curse, without 
an inhabitant, as it is this day. 

23 “Because you have burned 
Tgacrifices and have sinned against 
the Lorp and &not obeyed the voice of 
the Lorp or walked in His law, His 
statutes or His testimonies, therefore 
this calamity has befallen you, as it 
has this day.” Or incense ¢ Je 7:13-15; 40:3 

24 Then Jeremiah said to all the 
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people, including all the women, 
“Hear the word of the Lorp, all Judah 
who are in the land of Egypt, 

25 thus says the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Israel, as follows: ‘As for you 
and your wives, you have spoken 
with your mouths and fulfilled it with 
your hands, saying, “We will ®cer- 
tainly perform our vows that we have 
vowed, to burn sacrifices to the queen 
of heaven and pour out drink offer- 
ings to her.” Go ahead and confirm 
your vows, and certainly perform 
your VOWS!” Je 44:17; Ma 14:9; Ac 23:12 ¢ Eze 20:39 

26 “Nevertheless hear the word of 
the Lorp, all Judah who are living in 
the land of Egypt, ‘Behold, I have 
sworn by My great name,’ says the 
Lorpb, ‘never shall My name be in- 
voked again by the mouth of any man 
of Judah in all the land of Egypt, say- 
ing, “As the Lord Gop lives.” 

27 ‘Behold, I am watching over 
them ®for harm and not for good, and 
all the men of Judah who are in the 
land of Egypt will meet their end by 
the sword and by famine until they 
are completely gone. Je 1:10; 31:28; 39:16 

28 ‘8Those who escape the sword 
will return out of the land of Egypt to 
the land of Judah few in number. 
Then all the remnant of Judah who 
have gone to the land of Egypt to re- 
side there will know whose word will 
stand, Mine or theirs. Je 44:14 

29 ‘This will be the sign to you,’ 
declares the Lorn, ‘that Iam going to 
punish you in this place, so that you 
may know that My words will surely 
stand against you for harm,’ 

30 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘Behold, I 
am going to give over Pharaoh 
Hophra king of Egypt to the hand of 
his enemies, to the hand of those who 
seek his life, just as I gave over 
RZedekiah king of Judah to the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
who was his enemy and was seeking 
his life.” Je 43:9-13; 46:25; Eze 29:3; 30:21 


Message to Baruch 
4 This is the message which Jere- 
miah the prophet spoke to 
Baruch the son of Neriah, when he 
had written down these words in a 
book at Jeremiah’s dictation, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah, saying: 
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2 “Thus says the Lorp the God of 
Israel to you,O Baruch: _ 

3 ‘You said, “Ah, woe is me! For 
the Lorp has added sorrow to my 
pain; I am weary with my groaning 
and have found no rest.”’ ! 

4 “Thus you are to say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, “Behold, what I 
have built I am about to tear down, 
and what I have planted I am about to 
uproot, that is, the whole land.” 

5 ‘But you, are you seeking 
great things for yourself? Do not seek 
them; for behold, I am going to bring 
disaster on all flesh, declares the 
Lorp, ‘but I will give your life to you 
as booty in all the places where you 
may 20.’” 1 Ki 3:9, 11; 2 Ki 5:26; Ma 6:25, 32; Ro 12:16 


Defeat of Pharaoh Foretold 

4632 which came as the word of 
the Lorp to Jeremiah the 

prophet concerning the nations. 

2 To Egypt, concerning the 
army of Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt, 
which was by the Euphrates River at 
Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon defeated in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, 


king of Judah: Je 46:14; Eze chs 29-32 
3 “Line up the shield and 
buckler, 


And draw near for the battle! 
4 “Harness the horses, 
And mount the steeds, 
And take your stand with 
helmets on! 
Polish the spears, 
Put on the scale-armor! 
5 “Why have I seen it? 
They are terrified, 
They are ®drawing back, 
And their mighty men are 
defeated 
And have taken refuge in 
flight, 
Without facing back; 
Terror is on every side!” 
Declares the LorD. Is 42:17: Je 46:21 
6 Let not the swift man flee, 
Nor the mighty man escape; 
In the north beside the river 
Euphrates 
They have stumbled and 
fallen. 1s 30:16 * Je 46:12, 16: Da 11:19 
7 ees this that 8rises like the 
ile, 
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Like the rivers whose waters 
surge about? Je 47:2 
8 Egypt rises like the Nile, 
Even like the rivers whose 
waters surge about; 
And He has said, “I will Rrise 
and cover that land; 
I will surely destroy the city 
and its inhabitants.” —_1s37:24 
9 Go up, you horses, and ®drive 
madly, you chariots, 
That the mighty men may 
march forward: 
Ethiopia and Put, that handle 
the shield, 
And the Lydians, that handle 
and bend the bow. Je 47:3; Na 2:4 
10 For that day belongs to the 
Lord Gop of hosts, 
A day of vengeance, so as to 
avenge Himself on His foes; 
And the sword will devour 
and be satiated 
And drink its fill of their 
blood; 
For there will be a slaughter 
for the Lord Gop of hosts, 
In the land of the north by the 
river Euphrates. Joel 1:15 
11 Go up to Gilead and obtain 
balm, 
O virgin daughter of Egypt! 
In vain have you multiplied 
remedies; 
There is no healing for you. 
12 The nations have heard of 
your shame, 
And the earth is full of your 
cry of distress; 
For one ®warrior has stumbled 
over another, 
And both of them have fallen 
down together. Je 2:36; Na 3:8-10 
13. This is the ‘message which the 
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They do not stand because 
the pe has thrust them 
dow Is 66:15, 16; Je 46:5 
16 “They h Hage repeatedly 
Rstumbled; 
_Indeed, they have fallen one 
against another. 
Then they said, ‘Get up! And 
let us go back 
To our own people and our 
native land 
Away from the sword of the 
oppressor.’ Le 26:36, 37; Je 46:6 
17 “They cried there, ‘Pharaoh 
king of Egypt is but a big 
noise; 
He has let the appointed time 
pass by!’ 
18 “As I live,” declares the King 
Whose name is the Lorp of 


hosts, 

“Surely one shall come who 
looms up like Tabor among 
the mountains, 

Or like Carmel by the sea. 

19 do Seen baggage ready for 
exi 

O cease = dwelling in 

t 
For Beuphis will become a 
desolation; 

It will even be burned down 
and bereft of inhabitants. 

20 “Egypt is a pretty "heifer, 

But a horsefly is coming 
Rfrom the north—it is 
coming! Ho 10:11 ¢ Je 1:14; 47:2 

21 “Also her mercenaries in her 
midst 

Are like fattened calves, 

For even they too have turned 
back and have fled away 
together; 

They did not stand their 


Lorp spoke to Jeremiah the prophet ground. : 
about the kcoming of Nebuchadnez- For the day of their calamity 
zar king of Babylon to ®smite the land has come upon them, 


become prostrate? Even though they are now 


of Egypt: Lit word © Je 43:10-13 « Is 19:1 The time of their punishment. 
14 “Declare in Egypt and proclaim 22 “Its sound moves along like a 

in 8Migdol, serpent; 

Proclaim also in Memphis and For they move on like an army 

Tahpanhes; And come to her as 

] Say, ‘Take your stand and get woodcutters with axes. 

yourself ready, 23 “They have cut down her 

| For the sword has devoured forest,” declares the Lorp; 

i those around you.’ Je 44:1 “Surely it will no more be 

| 15 “Why have your mighty ones found, 
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more numerous than 
locusts 
And are without number. Je 21:14 
24 “The daughter of Egypt has 
been put to shame, 
Given over to the power of the 
people of the north.” 

25 The Lorp of hosts, the God of 
Israel, says, “Behold, I am going to 
punish Amon of Thebes, and 
RPharaoh, and Egypt along with her 
gods and her kings, even Pharaoh and 
those who trust in him. 

26 “I shall give them over to the 
power of those who are seeking their 
lives, even into the hand of Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon and 
into the hand of his officers. After- 
wards, however, it will be inhabited as 
in the days of old,” declares the Lorpb. 

27 “But as for you, O Jacob My 

servant, do not fear, 

Nor be dismayed, O Israel! 

For, see, 1am going to save 
you from afar, 

And your descendants from 
the land of their captivity; 

And Jacob will return and be 
undisturbed 

And secure, with no one 
making him tremble. 

28 “O Jacob My servant, do not 

fear,” declares the Lorp, 
“For Iam with you. 

For I will make a full end of all 
the nations 

Where I have driven you, 

Yet I will not make a full end 
of you; 

But I will ®correct you 
properly 

And by no means leave you 
unpunished.” Je 10:24; Hab 3:2 


Prophecy against Philistia 
4 That which came as the word of 
the Lorp to Jeremiah the 
prophet concerning the Philistines, 
before Pharaoh conquered Gaza. 
2 Thus says the Lorp: 
“Behold, waters are going to 
rise from the north 
And become an overflowing 
torrent, 
And overflow the land and all 
its fullness, 
ie city and those who live in 
it; 
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And the men will ®cry out, 
And every inhabitant of the 
land will wail. | Is 15:2-5; Je 46:12 
3 “Because of the noise of the 
Rgalloping hoofs of his 
stallions, 
The tumult of his chariots, and 
the rumbling of his wheels, 
The fathers have not turned 
back for their children, 
Because of the limpness of 
their hands, Ju 5:22; Je 8:16; Na 3:2 
4 On account of the day that is 
coming 
To destroy all the Philistines, 
To cut off from Tyre and Sidon 
Every ally that is left; 
For the Lorp is going to 
destroy the Philistines, 
The remnant of the coastland 
of Caphtor. Is 14:31 
5 “RBaldness has come upon 
Gaza; 
Ashkelon has been ruined. 
O remnant of their valley, 
How long will you §gash 
yourself? Je 48:37; Mi 1:16 
6 “Ah, sword of the Lorp, 
How long will you not be 
quiet? 
Withdraw into your sheath; 
Be at rest and stay still. 
7 “How can it be quiet, 
When the Lorp has given it an 
order? 
Against Ashkelon and against 
the seacoast— 
There He has Rassigned it.” mié.9 


Prophecy against Moab 
Concerning RMoab. Thus says 
: the Lorp of hosts, the God of Is- 
rael, 
“Woe to Nebo, for it has been 
destroyed; 

Kiriathaim has been put to 
shame, it has been 
captured; 

The lofty stronghold has been 
put to shame and 
shattered. Is 15:1; Eze 25:9 

2 “There is praise for Moab no 
longer; 

In Heshbon they have 
devised calamity against 
her: 

‘Come and let us cut her off 
from being a nation!’ 
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You too, "Madmen, will be 
silenced; 
The sword will follow after 
you. Nu 21:25; Je 48:34, 45; 49:3 
3 “The sound of an outcry from 


®Horonaim, 
‘Devastation and great 
destruction!’ Is 15:5; Je 48:5, 34 


4 “Moab is broken, 
Her little ones have sounded 
out a cry of distress. 
5 “For by the ascent of 8Luhith 
They will ascend with 
continual weeping; 
For at the descent of 
Horonaim 
They have heard the 
anguished cry of 
destruction. Is 15:5 
6 “RFlee, save your lives, 
That you may be like a juniper 
in the wilderness. Je 51:6 
7 “For because of your trust in 
your own achievements and 
treasures, 
Even you yourself will be 
captured; 
And Chemosh will go off into 
exile 
Together with his priests and 
his princes. Ps 52:7; Is 59:4; Je 9:23 
8 “A destroyer will come to every 
city, 
So that no city will escape; 
The valley also will be 
ruined 
And the ®plateau will be 
destroyed, 
As the Lorp has said. Jos 13:9, 17,21 
9 “Give wings to Moab, 
For she will flee away; 
And her cities will become a 
desolation, 
Without inhabitants in them. 
10 “8Cursed be the one who does 
the Lorp’s work 
negligently, 
And cursed be the one who 
restrains his §sword from 
blood. Je 11:3 © Je 47:6,7 


11 “Moab has been Rat ease since 
his youth; 
He has also been undisturbed, 
like wine on its dregs, 
And he has not been emptied 
from vessel to vessel, 
Nor has he gone into exile. 


Therefore he retains his 
flavor, 

And his aroma has not 
Changed. — Je 22:21; Eze 16:49; Ze 1:15 

12 “Therefore behold, the days are 

coming,” declares the Lorp, “when I 
will send to him those who tip vessels, 
and they will tip him over, and they 
will empty his vessels and shatter This 

jars Lit their 

13 “And Moab will be Sashamed 

of }Chemosh, as the house of Israel 
was ashamed of RBethel, their confi- 
dence. is 45:16; Je 48:39 ¢ Ju 11:24 © | Ki 12:29; Ho 8:5, 6 

14 “How can you say, ‘We are 
mighty warriors, 

And men valiant for battle’? 

15 “Moab has been destroyed and 
men have gone up to This 
cities; 

His choicest young men have 
also gone down to the 
slaughter,” 

Declares the King, whose 
name is the Lorp of hosts. 

16 “The disaster of Moab will 


Rsoon come, 
And his calamity has swiftly 
hastened. Is 13:22 


17 “Mourn for him, all you who 
live around him, 
Even all of you who know his 


name; 
Say, ‘How has the mighty 
Rscepter been broken, 
A staff of splendor!’ Is 9:4; 14:5 
18 “8Come down from your glory 
And sit on the parched 


ground, 

O ®daughter dwelling in 
Dibon, 

For the destroyer of Moab has 
come up against you, 

He has ruined your 


strongholds. Is 47:1 © Je 46:19 
19 “Stand by the road and keep 
watch, 


O inhabitant of ®Aroer; 

Ask him who flees and her 
who escapes 

And say, ‘What has 
happened?’ De 2:36; Jos 12:2 

20 “Moab has been put to shame, 

for it has been ‘shattered. 

Wail and cry out; 

Declare by the SArnon 


48:2 I.e. a city of Moab 
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That Moab has been 
destroyed. Or dismayed ¢ Nu 21:13 
21 “Judgment has also come upon 
the plain, upon Holon, 8Jahzah and 
against Mephaath, Nu 21:23: Is 15:4; Je 48:34 
22 against Dibon, Nebo and Beth- 
diblathaim, 
23 against Kiriathaim,  Beth- 
gamul and ®Beth-meon, Jos 13:17 
24 against ®Kerioth, Bozrah and 
all the cities of the land of Moab, far 
and near. Je 48:41; Am 2:2 
25 “The 8horn of Moab has been 
cut off and his 8arm broken,” declares 
the LorRD. Ps 75:10; Ze 1:19-21 ¢ Job 22:9; Ps 10:15 
26 “RMake him drunk, for he has 
become arrogant toward the Lorp; 
so Moab will wallow in his vomit, 
and he also will become a laughing- 
stock. Je 25:15 © Ex 5:2; Je 48:42: Da 5:23 
27 “Now was not Israel a 2laugh- 
ingstock to you? Or was he ®caught 
among thieves? For each time you 
speak about him you shake your head 
in scorn. La 2:15-17; Mi.7:8-10 © Je 2:26 
28 “Leave the cities and dwell 
among the ®crags, 
O inhabitants of Moab, 
And be like a dove that nests 
Beyond the mouth of the 
chasm. Ju 6:2; Is 2:19; Je 49:16; Ob 3 
29 “RWe have heard of the pride of 
Moab—he is very proud— 
Of his haughtiness, his pride, 
his arrogance and his self- 


exaltation. Is 16:6; Zep 2:8 
30 “I know his ®fury,” declares the 
Lorb, 


“But it is futile; 
His idle boasts have 
accomplished nothing. Is 37:28 
31 “Therefore I will ®wail for 


Moab, 
Even for all Moab will I cry 


out; 

I will moan for the men of Kir- 
heres. Is 15:5; 16:7, 11 

32 “More than the ®weeping for 

Jazer 

I will weep for you, O vine of 
Sibmah! 

Your tendrils stretched across 
the sea, 

They reached to the sea of 
Jazer; 

Upon your summer fruits and 
your grape harvest 

The destroyer has fallen. ts 16:8,9 
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33 “So gladness and joy are taken 


away 

From the fruitful field, even 
from the land of Moab. 

And IJ have made the wine to 
Rcease from the wine 
presses; 

No one will tread them with 
shouting, 

The shouting will not be 
shouts of joy. Is‘5:10; Hag 2:16 

34 “RFrom the outcry at Heshbon 
even to Elealeh, even to Jahaz they 
have raised their voice, from Zoar 
even to Horonaim and to Eglath-she- 
lishiyah; for even the waters of Nim- 
rim will become desolate. Is 15:4-6 

35 “I will make an end of Moab,” 
declares the Lorp, “the one who of- 
fers sacrifice on the high place and 
the one who 8burns incense to his 
gods. Is 15:2; 16:12 © Je 7:9; 11:13 

36 “Therefore My 8heart wails for 
Moab like flutes; My heart also wails 
like flutes for the men of Kir-heres. 
Therefore they have 8lost the abun- 
dance it produced. Is 15:5; 16:11 © Is 15:7 

37 “For every head is bald and 
every beard cut short; there are 
gashes on all the hands and sackcloth 
on the loins. Is 15:2: Je 16:6; 41:5; 47:5 

38 “On all the Shousetops of Moab 
and in its streets there is lamentation 
everywhere; for I have broken Moab 
like an undesirable ®vessel,” declares 
the Lorp. Is 22:1 © Je 19:10, 11; 22:28; 25:34 

39 “How shattered it is! How they 
have wailed! How Moab has turned 
his back—he is ashamed! So Moab 
will become a laughingstock and an 
object of terror to all around him.” 

40 For thus says the Lorp: 

“Behold, one will fly swiftly 
like an eagle 

And &spread out his wings 
against Moab. 

4] “Kerioth has been captured 

And the strongholds have 
been seized, 

So the ®hearts of the mighty 
men of Moab in that 


day 
Will be like the heart of a 
woman in labor. Je 49:22 
42 “Moab will be destroyed from 
being a people 
Because he has become 
arrogant toward the Lorp. 


Is 8:8 
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43 “Terror, pit and snare are 
coming upon you, 
O inhabitant of Moab,” 
declares the Lorp. 
44 “The one who ®flees from the 
terror 
Will fall into the pit, 
And the one who climbs up 
out-of the pit 
Will be caught in the snare; 
For I shall bring upon her, 
even upon Moab, 
The year of their 
punishment,” declares the 
LorpD. 1 Ki 19:17; Is 24:18; Am 5:19 


45 “In the shadow of Heshbon 
The fugitives stand without 
strength; 
For a fire has gone forth from 
Heshbon 
And a ®flame from the midst 
of Sihon, 
And it has devoured the 
Rforehead of Moab 
And the scalps of the riotous 
‘revelers. Nu 21:28, 29 ¢ Nu 24:17 
46 “RWoe to you, Moab! 
The people of Chemosh have 
perished; 
For your sons have been taken 
away captive 
And your daughters into 


captivity. Nu 21:29 
47 “Yet I will restore the fortunes 
of Moab 
In the latter days,” declares 
the Lorp 


Thus far the judgment on Moab. 


Prophecy against Ammon 
Concerning the sons of Ammon. 
Thus says the Lorp: 
“Does Israel have no sons? 
Or has he no heirs? 
Why then has Malcam taken 
possession of Gad 
And his people settled in its 


cities? 
2 “Therefore behold, the days are 
coming,” declares the Lorp, 
“That I will cause a ®trumpet 

blast of war to be heard 

Against Rabbah of the sons of 
Ammon; 

And it will become a desolate 
heap, 
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enc her towns will be set on 
ire 
Then Israel will tale 
possession of his 
possessors,” 
Says the Lorp. Nu 10:9; Je 4:19 
3 “Wail, O 3Heshbon, for Ai has 
been destroyed! 
Cry out, O daughters of 
Rabbah, 
Gird yourselves with 
sackcloth and lament, 
And rush back and forth 
inside the walls; 
For Malcam will ®go into exile 
Together with his priests and 
his princes. Je 48:2. Je 46:25; 48:7 
4 “How boastful you are about 
the valleys! 
Your valley is flowing away, 
O backsliding daughter 
Who trusts in her treasures, 
saying, 
‘Who will come against me?’ 
5 “Behold, Iam going to bring 
terror upon you,” 
Declares the Lord Gop of 
hosts, 
“From all directions around 
you; 
And each of you will be driven 
out headlong, 
With no one to gather the 
Rfugitives together. La 4:15 
6 “But afterward I will 8restore 
The fortunes of the sons of 
Ammon,” 
Declares the LorD. Je 48:47; 49:39 
Prophecy against Edom 
7 Concerning Edom. 
Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
“Is there no longer any wisdom 
in Teman? 
Has good counsel been lost to 
the prudent? 
Has their wisdom decayed? 
8 “Flee away, turn back, dwell in 
the depths, 
O inhabitants of Dedan, 
For I will bring the disaster of 
Esau upon him 
At the time I punish him. 
9 “Rif grape gatherers came to 


you, 

Would they not leave 
gleanings? 

If thieves came by night, 
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They would destroy only until 

they had enough. Ob5 
10 “But I have 8stripped Esau bare, 

I have uncovered his hiding 
places 

So that he will not be able to 
conceal himself; 

His offspring has been 
destroyed along with his 
relatives 

And his neighbors, and ®he is 
no more. Je 13:26 © Is 17:14 

yw 11 “Leave your orphans 
behind, I will keep them 
alive; 

And let your 8widows trust in 
Me.” Ps 68:5; Ho 14:3 « Ps 68:5; Ze 7:10 

12 For thus says the Lorp, “Be- 
hold, those who were not sentenced 
to drink the ®cup will certainly drink 
it, and are you the one who will be 
Rcompletely acquitted? You will not be 
acquitted, but you will certainly drink 
it. Je 25:15 © Je 25:28, 29; 1 Pe 4:17 

13 “For I have sworn by Myself,” 
declares the Lorp, “that Bozrah will 
become an object of horror, a re- 
proach, a ruin and a curse; and all its 
cities will become perpetual ruins.” 

14 I have ®heard a message from 
the Lorp, 

And an envoy is sent among 
the nations, saying, 

“Gather yourselves together 
and come against her, 

And rise up for battle!” = 0b 1-4 

15 “For behold, I have made you 

small among the nations, 

Despised among men. 

16 “As for the terror of you, 

The arrogance of your heart 
has deceived you, 

O you who live in the clefts of 
the rock, 

pha; ont the height of the 
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Though you make your nest 
as high as an eagle’s, 

I will bring you down from 
there,” declares the Lorp. 

17 “Edom will become an Robject 
of horror; everyone who passes by it 
will be horrified and will hiss at all its 
wounds. Je 18:16; 49:13; 50:13; Eze 35:7 

18 “Like the overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah with its neighbors,” 
says the Lorp, “no one will live there, 
nor will a son of man reside in it. 
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19 “®Behold, one will come up like 
a lion from the ®thickets of the Jordan 
against a perennially watered pas- 
ture; for in an instant I will make him 
run away from it, and whoever is 
Rchosen I shall appoint over it. For 
who is like Me, and who will summon 
Me into court? And who then is the 
shepherd Rwho can stand against 
Me?” Je 50:44 « Jos 3:15; Je 12:5 ¢ Nu 16:5 * Job 41:10 

20 Therefore hear the ®plan of the 
Lorp which He has planned against 
Edom, and His purposes which He 
has purposed against the inhabitants 
of Teman: surely they will drag them 
off, even the little ones of the flock; 
surely He will make their pasture 
Rdesolate because of them. Mal 1:3, 4 

21 The Rearth has quaked at the 
noise of their downfall. There is an 
outcry! The noise of it has been heard 
at the Red Sea. Je 50:46; Eze 26:15, 18 

22 Behold, ‘He will mount up and 
Rgwoop like an eagle and spread out 
His wings against Bozrah; and the 
hearts of the mighty men of Edom in 
that day will be like the heart of a 
woman in labor. Or one « Je 4:13; 48:40; Ho 8:1 


Prophecy against Damascus 
23 Concerning Damascus. 
“Hamath and Arpad are put to 
shame, 

For they have heard bad news; 

They are disheartened. 

There is anxiety by the sea, 

It cannot be calmed. Is 57:20 

24 “Damascus has become 
helpless; 

She has turned away to flee, 

And panic has gripped her; 

Distress and pangs have taken 
hold of her 

Like a woman in childbirth. 

25 “How the &city of praise has 
not been deserted, 

The town of My joy! — Je 33:9; 51:41 

26 “Therefore, her young men will 
fall in her streets, 

And all the men of war will be 
silenced in that day,” 
declares the Lorp of hosts. 

27 “I will ®set fire to the wall of 
Damascus, 
And it will devour the 
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893 


Tfortified towers of Ben- 
hadad.” Je 43:12; Am 1:3-5 « Or palaces 


Prophecy against Kedar and 
Hazor 


_ 28 Concerning Kedar and _ the 
kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon defeated. 
Thus says the Lorp, 

“Arise, go up to Kedar 
And devastate the "men of 


the east. Lit sons ¢ Job 1:3; Is 11:14 
29 “They will take away their tents 
and their flocks; 
They will carry off for 
themselves 


Their tent 8curtains, all their 
goods and their camels, 

And they will call out to one 
another, ‘®Terror on every 
side!’ Hab 3:7 © 1 Ch 5:21 ¢ Je 46:5 

30 “Run away, flee! Dwell in the 
depths, 

O inhabitants of Hazor,” 
declares the Lorp; 

“For 3Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon has formed a plan 
against you 

And devised a scheme against 
you. Je 25:9; 27:6 

31 “Arise, go up against a nation 
which is Rat ease, 

Which lives securely,” 
declares the Lorpb. 

“It has no gates or bars; 

They dwell alone. Ju 18:7; Is 47:8 

32 “Their camels will become 
plunder, 

And their many cattle for 
booty, 

And I will 8scatter to all the 
winds those who &cut the 
corners of their hair; 

And I will bring their disaster 
from every side,” declares 
the Lorp. Eze 5:10; 12:14, 15 

33 “Hazor will become a haunt of 
jackals, 

A desolation forever; 

No one willlive there, 

Nor will a son of man reside 
i i.« 


Prophecy against Elam 

34 That which came as the word 
of the Lorp to Jeremiah the prophet 
concerning Elam, 8at the beginning of 
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the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
saying: 2 Ki 24:17, 18; Je 28:1 
35 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Behold, Iam going to break 
the bow of Elam, 
The finest of their might. 
36 ‘I will bring upon Elam the 
Rfour winds 
From the four ends of heaven) 
And will scatter them to all 
these winds; 
And there will be no nation 
To which the outcasts of Elam 
will not go. Da 7:2; 8:8; Re 7:1 
37 ‘So I will shatter Elam before 
their enemies 
And before those who seek 
their lives; 
And I will bring calamity 
upon them, 
Even My fierce anger,’ 
declares the Lorp, 
‘And I will send out the sword 
after them 
Until I have consumed them. 
38 ‘Then I will set My throne in 
Elam 
And destroy ‘out of it king 
and princes,’ 
Declares the Lorp. Or from there 
39 ‘But it will come about in the 
last days 
That I will 8restore the 
fortunes of Elam,” 
Declares the Lorp. Je 48:47 
Prophecy against Babylon 
5 The word which the Lorp spoke 
concerning Babylon, the land of 
the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the 
prophet: 
2 “8Declare and proclaim among 
the nations. 
Proclaim it and ®lift up a 
standard. 
Do not conceal it but say, 
‘RBabylon has been captured, 
Bel has been put to shame, 
Marduk has been shattered; 
Her images have been put to 
shame, her idols have been 
shattered.’ Je 4:16 « Je 51:27 « Je 51:31 
3 “For a nation has come up 
against her out of the north; it will 
make her land an object of horror, 
and there will be no inhabitant in it. 
Both man and beast have wandered 
off, they have gone away! 
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4 “In those days and at that 
time,” declares the Lorp, “the sons of 
Israel will come, both they and the 
sons of Judah as well; they will go 
along weeping as they go, and it will 
be the Lorp their God they will seek. 

5 “They will Sask for the way to 
Zion, turning their faces in its direc- 
tion; they will come that they may join 
themselves to the Lorp in an Rever- 
lasting covenant that will not be for- 
gotten. — 1s 35:8; Je 6:16 « Is 55:3; Je 32:40; He 8:6-10 

6 “My people have become lost 


sheep; 

Their shepherds have led 
them astray. 

They have made them turn 
aside on the mountains; 

They have gone along from 
mountain to hill 

And have forgotten their 
Rresting place. Je 33:12; 50:19 

7 “All who came upon them have 

devoured them; 

And their adversaries have 
said, ‘*We are not guilty, 

Inasmuch as they have sinned 
against the Lorp who is the 
habitation of righteousness, 

Even the Lorp, the hope of 
their fathers.’ Je 2:3; Ze 11:5 


8 “Wander away from the midst 
of Babylon 
And go forth from the land of 
the Chaldeans; 
Be also like male goats ‘at the 
head of the flock.  orin front of 
9 “For behold, I am going to 
Rarouse and bring up 
against Babylon 
A horde of great nations from 
the land of the north, 
And they will draw up their 
battle lines against her; 
From there she will be taken 
captive. 

Their arrows will be like an 
expert warrior 

Who does not return empty- 
handed. Je 51:1 

10 “Chaldea will become plunder; 

All who plunder her will have 

enough,” declares the Lorp. 


11 “Because you are glad, because 
you are jubilant, 
O you who pillage My 
heritage, 
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Because you skip about like a 
threshing heifer 
And neigh like stallions, Je 12:14 
12 Your mother will be greatly 
ashamed, 
She who gave you birth will 
be humiliated. 
Behold, she will be the least of 
the nations, 
A ®wilderness, a parched land 
and a desert. Je 15:9 « Je 22:6; 51:43 
13 “Because of the indignation of 
the Lorp she will not be 
inhabited, 
But she will be Scompletely 
desolate; 
Everyone who passes by 
Babylon will be horrified 
And will hiss because of all 
her wounds. Je 34:22 © Je 51:26 
14 “Draw up your battle lines 
against Babylon on every 
side, 
All you who bend the bow; 
Shoot at her, do not be sparing 
with your arrows, 
For she has ®sinned against 
the Lorp. 
15 “Raise your battle cry against 
her on every side! 
She has ®given herself up, her 
pillars have fallen, 
Her walls have been torn 
down. 
For this is the vengeance of 
the Lorpb: 
Take vengeance on her; 
As she has done to others, so 
do to her. 1h 29:24; 2 Ch 30:8; La 5:6 
16 “Cut off the 8sower from 
Babylon 
And the one who wields the 
sickle at the time of harvest; 
From before the sword of the 
oppressor 
RThey will each turn back to 
his own people 
And they will each flee to his 
own land. Joel 1:11 ¢ Is 13:14 
_ 17 “Israel is a ®scattered flock, the 
lions have driven them away. The first 
one who devoured him was the king 
of Assyria, and this last one who has 
broken his bones is Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon. Joel 3:2 
18 “Therefore thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I 
am going to punish the king of Baby- 
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lon and his land, just as I punished the 
king of Assyria. 

19 ‘And I will bring Israel back to 
his pasture and he will graze on 
Carmel and Bashan, and his ™desire 
will be satisfied in the Rhill country of 
Ephraim and Gilead. Lit soul © Je 31:6 

20 ‘In those days and at that time,’ 
declares the Lorp, ‘search will be 
made for the iniquity of Israel, but 
Rthere will be none; and for the sins of 
Judah, but they will not be found; for 
I will pardon those whom I leave as a 
remnant.’ Is 43:25; Je 31:34; Mi 7:19 « Is 1:9 

21 “Against the land of 

®Merathaim, go up against 


it, 
And against the inhabitants of 
FPekod. 
Slay and utterly destroy 
them,” declares the Lorp, 
“And do according to all that I 
have commanded you. 
22 “The noise of battle is in the 
land, 
And great destruction. 
23 “How the Shammer of the 
whole earth 
Has been cut off and broken! 
How Babylon has become 
An object of horror among the 
nations! Je 51:20-24 
24 “I set a snare for you and you 
were also caught, O 
Babylon, 
While you yourself were not 
aware; 
You have been found and also 
seized 
Because you have engaged in 
conflict with the Lorb.” 
25 The Lorp has opened His 
armory 
And has Poni forth the 
weapons of His indignation, 
For it is a work of the Lord 
Gop of hosts 
In the land of the Chaldeans. 
26 Come to her from the farthest 
border; 
Open up her barns, 
Pile her up like heaps 
And 8utterly destroy her, 
Let nothing be left to her. ts 14:23 
27 Put all her young bulls to the 
sword; 
Let them go down to the 
slaughter! 
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Woe be upon them, for their 
day has come, ~ 
The time of their punishment. 


28 There is a sound of fugitives 
and refugees from the land 
of Babylon, 

To declare in Zion the 
vengeance of the Lorp our 
God, 

Vengeance for His temple. 


29 “Summon Fmany against 
Babylon, 

All those who bend the bow: 

Encamp against her on every 
side, 

Let there be no escape. 

Repay her according to her 
work; 

According to all that she has 
done, so do to her; 

For she has become arrogant 
against the Lorp, 

Against the Holy One of 
Israel. Ex 10:3; Je 49:16; Da 4:37 

30 “Therefore her young men will 
fall in her streets, 

And all her men of war will be 
Rgilenced in that day,” 
declares the Lorp. Je 51:57 

31 “Behold, 8I am against you, O 
Tarrogant one,” 

Declares the Lord Gop of 
hosts, 

“For your day has come, 

The time when I will punish 

you. Je 21:13; Na 2:13 © Lit arrogance 
BY “The Rarrogant one will 
stumble and fall 

With no one to raise him up; 

And I will 8set fire to his 
cities 

And it will devour all his 
environs.” Is 10:12-15 © Je 21:14; 49:27 


33 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
“The sons of Israel are 
oppressed, 
And the sons of Judah as well; 
And 8all who took them 
captive have held them fast, 
They have refused to let them 
Zo. Is 14:17; 58:6 
34 “Thelt Redeemer is strong, ®the 
Lorp of hosts is His name; 


50:21 Or Double Rebellion 50:21 Or Punishment 
50:29 Another reading is archers 
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He will vigorously plead their 
case 

So that He may bring rest to 
the earth, 

But turmoil to the inhabitants 
of Babylon. 1s 47:4; Je 32:18; 51:19 

35 “A ®sword against the 
Chaldeans,” declares the 
Lorp, 

“And against the inhabitants of 
Babylon 

And against her officials and 
her wise men! Je 47:6; Ho 11:6 

36 “A sword against the ®oracle 
priests, and they will 
become fools! 

A sword against her ®mighty 
men, and they will be 
shattered! Is 44:25 © Je 49:22 

37 “A sword against their horses 
and against their chariots 

And against all the foreigners 
who are in the midst of her, 

And they will become women! 

A sword against her treasures, 
and they will be plundered! 

38 “A drought on her waters, and 
they will be dried up! 

For it is a land of 8idols, 

And they are mad over 
fearsome idols. Is 46:1, 6,7 

39 “Therefore the ®desert 
creatures will live there 
along with the jackals; 

Uae ostriches also will live in 


Ane it will never again be 
inhabited 
Or dwelt in from generation to 


generation. Is 13:21; 34:14; Re 18:2 
40 “As when God overthrew 
Sodom 


And Gomorrah with its 
neighbors,” declares the 
Lorb, 

“No man will live there, 

Nor will any son of man 
reside in it. 


41 “Behold, a people is coming 
from the north, 
And a great nation and many 
kings 
Will be aroused from the 
remote parts of the earth. 
42 “They seize their bow and 
javelin; 


896 


They are ®cruel and have no 
mercy. 
Their voice roars like the sea; 
And they ride on horses, 
Marshalled like a man for the 
battle 
Against you, O daughter of 
Babylon. — Je 6:23¢ Is 13:17, 18; 47:6 
43 “The king of Babylon has 
heard the report about 
them, 
And his hands hang limp; 
RDistress has gripped him, 
Agony like a woman in 
childbirth. — Je 51:31 « Je 30:6; 49:24 
44 “Behold, one will come up like 
a lion from the thicket of the Jordan 
to a perennially watered pasture; for 
in an instant I will make them run 
away from it, and whoever is chosen I 
will appoint over it. For who is like 
Me, and who will summon Me into 
court? And who then is the shepherd 
who can stand before Me?” Je 49:19-21 
45 Therefore hear the plan of the 
Lorp which He has planned against 
Babylon, and His purposes which He 
has purposed against the land of the 
Chaldeans: "surely they will drag 
them off, even the little ones of the 
flock; surely He will make their pas- 
ture desolate because of them. Je 49:20 
46 At the ‘shout, “Babylon has 
been seized!” the Rearth is shaken, 
and an outcry is heard among the na- 
tions. Lit voice ¢ Je 10:10; 49:21; Eze 26:18; 31:16 


Babylon Judged for Sins against 
Israel 
5 Thus says the Lorp: 
“Behold, I am going to arouse 
against Babylon 
And against the inhabitants of 
FLeb-kamai 
The spirit of a destroyer. 

2 “I will dispatch foreigners to 
Babylon that they may 
winnow her 

And may devastate her land; 
For on every side they will be 
opposed to her 
In the day of her calamity. 
3 “Let not him who ®bends his 
bow bend it, 


51:1 Cryptic name for Chaldea; or the heart of those 
who rise up against Me 
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Nor let him rise up in his 
Rscale-armor; 
So do not spare her young 


men; 
Devote all her army to 
destruction. — Je 50:14,29 « Je 46:4 
4 “They will fall down ‘slain in 
the land of the Chaldeans, 
And pierced through in their 
streets.” Or wounded 
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For neither Israel nor Judah 
has been 'forsaken 
By his God, the Lorp of 


hosts, 
Although their land is full of 


guilt 
Before the Holy One of 
Israel. 1s 54:7, 8; Je 33:24-26 ¢ Ho 4:1,2 
6 Flee from the midst of 
Babylon, 
And each of you save his life! 
Do not be 8destroyed in her 
punishment, 
For this is the Lorp’s time of 
vengeance; 
He is going to render 
recompense to her. Nu 16:26 
7 Babylon has been a golden 
cup in the hand of the Lorp, 
Intoxicating all the earth. 
The ®nations have drunk of 
her wine; 
Therefore the nations are 
Reoing mad. Re 14:8; 18:3 « Je 25:16 
Suddenly Babylon has fallen 
and been broken; 
Wail over her! 
Bring balm for her pain; 
Perhaps she may be healed. 
We applied healing to 
Babylon, but she was not 
healed; 
Forsake her and let us each 
go to his own country, 
For her judgment has reached 


oo 
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to heaven 
And towers up to the very 
skies. Is 13:14; Je 46:16; 50:16 


10 The Lorp has ®brought about 
our vindication; 
Come and let us 8recount in 
Zion 
The work of the LorpD our 
God! Ps 37:6; Mi 7:9 « Is 40:2; Je 50:28 
11 "Sharpen the arrows, fill the 
quivers! 
The Lorp has aroused the 
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spirit of the kings of the 
Medes, 

Because His purpose is 
against Babylon to destroy 


in; 

For it is the }vengeance of the 
Lorb, vengeance for His 
temple. Je 46:4, 9; Joel 3:9, 10 ¢ Je 50:28 

12 Lift up a signal against the 
walls of Babylon; 

Post a strong guard, 

Station sentries, 

Place men in ambush! 

For the Lorp has both 
purposed and performed 

What He spoke concerning 
the inhabitants of Babylon. 

13. O you who dwell by many 
waters, 

Abundant in treasures, 

Your end has come, 

The measure of your end. 

14 The Lorp of hosts has sworn 
by Himself: 
“Surely I will fill you with a 
population like locusts, 

And they will cry out with 

shouts of victory over you.” 


15 It is He who made the earth 
by His power, 

Who established the world by 
His wisdom, 

And by His understanding He 
stretched out the heavens. 

16 When He utters His voice, 
there is a tumult of waters 
in the heavens, 

And He causes the clouds to 
ascend from the end of the 
earth; 

He makes lightning for the 
rain 

And brings forth the ®wind 
from His storehouses.  Jon1:4 

17 All mankind is stupid, devoid 
of knowledge; 

Every goldsmith is put to 
shame by his idols, 

For his molten images are 
Rdeceitful, 

And there is no breath in 
them. Is 44:18-20; Je 10:14 ¢ Hab 2:18, 19 

18 They are 8worthless, a work of 
mockery; 

In the time of their 
punishment they will 
perish. Je 18:15 
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19 The 8portion of Jacob is not 
like these; 
For the Maker of all is He, 
And of the tribe of His 
inheritance; 
The 8Lorp of hosts is His 
name. Ps 73:26; Je 10:16 ¢ Je 50:34 
20 He says, “You are My war- 
club, My weapon of war; 
And with you | shatter 
nations, 
And with you I destroy 
kingdoms. Is 8:9; 41:15, 16; Mi 4:12, 13 
21 “With you I shatter the horse 
and his rider, 
And with you I shatter the 
chariot andits rider, = Ex 15:1 
22 And with you I shatter man 
and woman, 
And with you I shatter old 
man and ®youth, 
And with you I shatter young 
man and virgin, Is 13:18 
23 And with you I shatter the 
shepherd and his flock, 
And with you I shatter the 
farmer and his team, 
And with you I shatter 
governors and prefects. 
24 “But I will repay Babylon and 


all the inhabitants of Chaldea for all 
their evil that they have done in Zion 
before your eyes,” declares the Lorpb. 


25 “Behold, 8I am against you, O 
destroying mountain, 

Who destroys the whole 
earth,” declares the Lorp, 

“And I will stretch out My hand 
against you, 

And roll you down from the 
crags, 

And I will make you a ®burnt 
out mountain. Je 50:31 « Re 8:8 

26 “They will not take from you 
even a Stone for a corner 

Nor a stone for foundations, 

But you will be desolate 
forever,” declares the Lorp. 

27 Lift up a signal in the land, 

Blow a trumpet among the 
nations! 

Consecrate the nations 
against her, 

Summon against her the 
kingdoms of Ararat, Minni 
and Ashkenaz; 

i a marshal against 

er, 
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Bring up the Rhorses like 
bristly locusts. Je 50:3, 9 « Je 50:42 
28 Consecrate the nations 
against her, 
The kings of the Medes, 
TTheir governors and all their 
prefects, 
And every land of "their 
dominion. Lit Her ¢ Lit his 
29 So the land quakes and 
writhes, 
For the purposes of the Lorp 
against Babylon stand, 
To make the land of Babylon 
TA desolation without 
inhabitants. or An object of horror 
30 The mighty men of Babylon 
have ceased fighting, 
They stay in the strongholds; 
Their strength is exhausted, 
They are becoming like 


women; 
Their dwelling places are set 
on fire, 
The bars of her gates are 
broken. Ps 76:5; Je 50:15, 36, 37 
31 One courier runs to meet 
another, 
And one messenger to meet 
another, 
To tell the king of Babylon 
That his city has been 
captured from end to end; 
32 The fords also have been 
seized, 
And they have burned the 
marshes with fire, 
And the men of war are 
terrified. 


33 For thus says the Lorp of hosts, 


the God of Israel: 


“The daughter of Babylon is 
like a threshing floor 
At the time it is stamped firm; 
Yet in a little while the time of 
harvest will come for her.” 


34 “Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon has ®devoured me 
and crushed me, 

He has set me down like an 
empty vessel; 

He has swallowed me like a 
monster, 

He has filled his stomach with 
my delicacies; 

He has washed me away. Je 50:17 

35 “May the ®violence done to me 


899 


and to my flesh be upon 
Babylon,” 
The inhabitant of Zion will 


say; 
And, “May my blood be upon 
the inhabitants of Chaldea,” 
Jerusalem will say. Ps 137:8 
36 Therefore thus says the Lorn, 
“Behold, I am going to plead 
your case 
And exact full vengeance for 


you; 
And I will dry up her sea 
And make her fountain dry. 
37 “RBabylon will become a heap 
of ruins, a haunt of jackals, 
An 8object of horror and 
hissing, without 
inhabitants. Re 18:2 ¢ Je 25:9 
38 “They will roar together like 
Ryoung lions, 
They will grow] like lions’ 
cubs. Je 2:15 
39 “When they become heated up, 
I will serve them their 
banquet 
And ®make them drunk, that 
they may become jubilant 
And may sleep a perpetual 
sleep 
And not gs up,” declares 
the Lor Je 25:27; 48:26; 51:57 
40 “I will aie them down like 
Tlambs 8to the slaughter, 
Like rams together with male 
goats. Or young rams « Je 48:15; 50:27 


41 “How F8Sheshak has been 
captured, 

And &the praise of the whole 
earth been seized! 

How Babylon has become an 
object of horror among the 
nations! Je 25:26 © Je 49:25 

42 “The 'sea has come up over 
Babylon; 

She has been engulfed with its 

tumultuous waves. or broad river 
43 “Her cities have become an 
Robject of horror, 

A parched land and a desert, 

A land in which no man lives 

And through which no son of 
man paSSeS. Je 50:12 ¢ Is 13:20; Je 2:6 

44 “RJT will punish Bel in Babylon, 

And I will make what he has 
swallowed come out of his 
mouth; 
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And the nations will no longer 
Rstream to him. 

Even the wall of Babylon has 
fallen down! 1s 46:1; Je 50:2 « Is 2:2 


45 “8Come forth from her midst, 
My people, 

And each of you save 
yourselves 

From the fierce anger of the 
LORD. _ Is 48:20; Je 50:8, 28; 51:6; Re 18:4 

46 “Now so that your heart does 
not grow faint, 

And you are not afraid at the 
report that will be heard in 
the land— 

For the report will come one 
year, 

And after that another report 
in another year, 

And violence will be in the 
land 

With ®ruler against ruler—ts 19:2 

47 Therefore behold, days are 
coming 

When I will punish the Ridols 
of Babylon; 

And her whole land will be 
put to shame 

And all her slain will fall in 
her midst. 1s 21:9; 46:1, 2; Je 50:2; 51:52 

48 “Then heaven and earth and all 
that is in them 

Will shout for joy over 
Babylon, 

For ®the destroyers will come 
to her from the north,” 

Declares the Lorp. Je 50:3 


49 Indeed Babylon is to fall for 
the slain of Israel, 
As also for Babylon the slain 
of all the earth have fallen. 
50 You who have escaped the 
sword, 
Depart! Do not stay! 
RRemember the Lorp from 


afar, 
And let Jerusalem come to 
your mind. De 4:29-31; Ps 137:6 


51 RWe are ashamed because we 
have heard reproach; 
Disgrace has covered our 
faces, 
For Raliens have entered 
The holy places of the Lorp’s 
house. Ps 44:15 ¢ Ps 74:3-8; La 1:10 


51:41 Cryptic name for Babylon 
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52 “Therefore behold, the days are 
coming,” declares the Lorn, 
“When I will punish her idols, 
And the mortally wounded 
will groan throughout her 


and. Je 50:38 
53 “Though Babylon should 

ascend to the heavens, 

And though she should fortify 
her lofty stronghold, 

From ®Me destroyers will 
come to her,” declares the 
LORD. Is 13:3 


54 The sound of an outcry from 
Babylon, 

And of great destruction from 
the land of the Chaldeans! 

55 For the Lorp is going to 

destroy Babylon, 

And He will make her loud 
Tnoise vanish from her. 

And their waves will roar like 
many waters; 

The tumult of their voices 
sounds forth. Or voice 

56 For the destroyer is coming 

against her, against 
Babylon, 

And her mighty men will be 
captured, 

Their bows are shattered; 

For the Lorp is a God of 
recompense, 

He will fully repay. Ps 46:9; 76:3 

57 “I will make her princes and 

her wise men drunk, 

Her governors, her prefects 
and her mighty men, 

That they may sleep a 
perpetual sleep and not 
wake up,” 

Declares the King, whose 
name is the Lorp of hosts. 

58 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 

“The broad wall of Babylon 
will be completely razed 

And her high gates will be set 
on fire; 

So the peoples will toil for 
nothing, 

And the nations become 
exhausted only for fire.” 

59 The message which Jeremiah 
the prophet commanded Seraiah the 
son of ®Neriah, the grandson of Mah- 
seiah, when he went with Zedekiah 
the king of Judah to Babylon in the 
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fourth year of his reign. (Now Seraiah 
was quartermaster.) Je 32:12; 36:4; 45:1 

60 So Jeremiah ®wrote in a single 
scroll all the calamity which would 
come upon Babylon, that is, all these 
words which have been written con- 
cerning Babylon. © 1s 30:8: Je 30:2, 3; 36:2, 4, 32 

61 Then Jeremiah said to Seraiah, 
“As soon as you come to Babylon, 
then see that you read all these words 
aloud, 

62 and say, ‘You, O Lorp, have 
promised concerning this place to 
Recut it off, so that there will be noth- 
ing dwelling in it, whether man or 
beast, but it will be a perpetual deso- 
lation.’ Is 13:19-22; 14:22, 23; Je 50:3, 13, 39, 40 

63 “And as soon as you finish 
reading this scroll, you will tie a stone 
to it and ®throw it into the middle of 
the Euphrates, Je 19:10, 11; Re 18:21 

64 and say, ‘Just so shall Babylon 
sink down and &not rise again be- 
cause of the calamity that Iam going 
to bring upon her; and they will be- 
come ®exhausted.’” Thus far are the 
words of Jeremiah. Na 1:8,9 ¢ Je 51:58 


The Fall of Jerusalem 

FD aecehian was. twenty-one 
years old when he became king, 

and he reigned eleven years in 

Jerusalem; and his mother’s name 

was Hamutal the daughter of Jere- 

miah of Libnah. 2 Ki 24:18; 2 Ch 36:11 

2 He did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp like all that ®Jehoiakim had 
done. 1 Ki 14:22; 2 Ki 24:19; 2 Ch 36:12 '¢ Je 36:30, 31 

3 For through the anger of the 
Lorp this came about in Jerusalem 
and Judah until He cast them out 
from His presence. And Zedekiah re- 
belled against the king of Babylon. 

4 Now it came about in the ninth 
year of his reign, on the tenth day of 
the tenth month, that Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon came, he and all 
his army, against Jerusalem, camped 
against it and built a siege wall all 
around it. 

5 So the city was under siege 
until the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah. 2 Ki 25:2 

6 On the ninth day of the 8fourth 
month the famine was so severe in the 
city that there was no food for the 
people of the land. Je 39:2 

7 Then the city was broken into, 
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and all the men of war fled and went 
forth from the city at night by way of 
the gate between the two walls which 
was by the king’s garden, though the 
Chaldeans were all around the city. 
And they went by way of the Arabah. 

8 But the army of the Chaldeans 
pursued the king and Rovertook 
Zedekiah in the ‘plains of Jericho, 
and all his army was scattered from 
him. Je 21:7; 32:4; 34:21; 37:17; 38:23 ¢ Lit Arabah 

9 Then they captured the king 
and ®brought him up to the king of 
Babylon at RRiblah in the land of 
Hamath, and he passed sentence on 
him. 2 Ki 25:6; Je 32:4; 39:5 ¢ Nu 34:11; Je 39:5 

10 The king of Babylon slaugh- 
tered the sons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes, and he also slaughtered all the 
princes of Judah in Riblah. 

11 Then he blinded the eyes of 
Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon 
bound him with bronze fetters and 
brought him to Babylon and put him 
in prison until the day of his death. 

12 RNow on the tenth day of the 
fifth month, which was the nineteenth 
year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the bodyguard, who was in the service 
of the king of Babylon, came to 
Jerusalem. 2 Ki 25:8-21; Ze 7:5; 8:19 

13 He burned the house of the 
Lorp, the ®king’s house and all the 
houses of Jerusalem; even every large 
house he burned with fire. Je 39:8 

14 So all the army of the 
Chaldeans who were with the captain 
of the guard ®broke down all the walls 
around Jerusalem. 2 Ki 25:10; Ne 1:3 

15 Then Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard ®carried away into exile 
some of the poorest of the people, the 
rest of the people who were left in the 
city, the kdeserters who had deserted 
to the king of Babylon and the rest of 
the artisans. 2 Ki 25:11 

16 But 8Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard left some of the poorest 
of the land to be vinedressers and 
plowmen. 2 Ki 25:12; Je 39:10; 40:2-6 

17 Now the bronze pillars which 
belonged to the house of the Lorp and 
the stands and the bronze sea, which 
were in the house of the Lorp, the 
Chaldeans broke in pieces and car- 
ried all their bronze to Babylon. 

18 They also took away the pots, 
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the shovels, the snuffers, the basins, 
the pans and all the bronze vessels 
which were used in temple service. 

19 The captain of the guard also 
took away the ®bowls, the firepans, 
the basins, the pots, the lampstands, 
the pans and the drink offering bowls, 
what was fine gold and what was fine 
Silver. 1 Ki 7:49, 50; 2 Ki 25:15 

20 The two pillars, the one sea, 
and the twelve bronze bulls that were 
under the sea, and the stands, which 
King Solomon had made for the 
house of the Lorp—the bronze of all 
these vessels was beyond weight. 

21 As for the pillars, the height of 
each pillar was eighteen cubits, and it 
was twelve cubits in circumference 
and four fingers in thickness, and hol- 
low. 1 Ki 7:15; 2 Ki 25:17; 2 Ch 3:15 

22 Now a &capital of bronze was 
on it; and the height of each capital 
was five cubits, with network and 
Rpomegranates upon the capital all 
around, all of bronze. And the second 
pillar was like these, including pome- 
granates. 1 Ki 7:16; 2 Ki 25:17 ¢ 1 Ki 7:20, 42 

23 There were ninety-six Tex- 
posed pomegranates; all the pome- 
granates numbered a hundred on the 
network all around. Lit windward « 1 Ki 7:20 

24 Then the captain of the guard 
took Seraiah the chief priest and 
Zephaniah the second priest, with the 
three officers of the temple. 

25 He also took from the city one 
official who was overseer of the men 
of war, and seven of the ®king’s advis- 
ers who were found in the city, and 
the scribe of the commander of the 
army who mustered the people of the 
land, and sixty men of the people of 
the land who were found in the midst 
of the city. 2 Ki 25:19; Es 1:14 

26 Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard took them and brought 
them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 

27 Then the king of Babylon 
Rstruck them down and put them to 
death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. 
So Judah was led away into exile 
from its land. 2 Ki 25:21; Eze 8:11-18 

28 These are the people whom 
Nebuchadnezzar carried away into 
exile: in the seventh year 3,023 Jews; 

29 in the eighteenth year of Neb- 
uchadnezzar 832 persons from 
Jerusalem; 
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30 in the twenty-third year of Neb- 
uchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried into exile 745 
Jewish people; there were 4,600 per- 
sons in all. 2 Ki 25:11; Je 39:9 

31 Now it came about in the 
thirty-seventh year of the exile of Je- 
hoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, on the twenty-fifth of the 
month, that Evil-merodach king of 
Babylon, in the first year of his reign, 
showed favor to Jehoiachin king of 
Judah and brought him out of prison. 
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32 ®Then he spoke kindly to him 
and set his throne above the thrones 
of the kings who were with him in 
Babylon. 2 Ki 25:28 

33 So 'Jehoiachin 8changed his 
prison clothes, and had his meals in 
the king’s presence regularly all the 
days of his life. Lit hee Ge 41:14, 42; 2 Ki 25:29 

34 For his allowance, a ®regular 
allowance was given him by the king 
of Babylon, a daily portion all the 
days of his life until the day of his 
death. 2 Sa 9:10; 2 Ki 25:30 


Time: 


Author: 


LAMENTATIONS 


The universal consensus of 
early Jewish and Christian tra- 
dition attributes this book to 
Jeremiah. Even though the 
author is unnamed in the 
book, the superscription to 
Lamentations in the Septu- 
agint states: “And it came to 
pass, after Israel had been 
carried away captive, and 
Jerusalem had become deso- 
late, that Jeremiah sat weep- 
ing, and lamented with this 
lamentation over Jerusalem 
saying... .” The Talmud, as 
well as many other ancient 
sources, alSo supports this 
position. 


c. 586 B.c. 


The Sorrows of Zion 


How lonely sits the city 

That was full of people! 

She has become like a widow 

Who was once great among 
the nations! 

She who was a princess 
among the provinces 

Has become a forced laborer! 

She ®weeps bitterly in the 
night 

And her tears are on her 
cheeks; 

She has none to comfort her 

Among all her lovers. 

All her friends have dealt 
treacherously with her; 

They have become her 
enemies. Ps 6:6; 77:2-6; La 1:16 

RJudah has gone into exile 
under affliction 

And under harsh servitude; 

She dwells among the nations, 

But she has found no rest; 

All her pursuers have 
overtaken her 

In the midst of distress. Je 13:19 


Key Verse: La 3:22-23 
Theme: 


A lament is a vehicle for work- 
ing through sorrow. While grief 
is expressed in words, its res- 
olution is in God and the hope 
He gives for the future. In a 
way, the lamentation process 
is one of coming to grips with 
all that God wants us to see 
about our present circum- 
stances. For the people of 
Judah to lose a country meant 
not only the loss of the home- 
land, but the loss of God’s 
presence and power to sus- 
tain the people in that land. It 
is hard for people who have 
never experienced such loss 
to understand the depth of 
grief expressed in this book. 


4 The roads ‘of Zion are in 


mourning 

Because no one comes to the 
appointed feasts. 

All her gates are desolate; 

Her priests are groaning, 

Her virgins are afflicted, 

And she herself is bitter. or to 

Her adversaries have become 
Ther masters, 

Her enemies "prosper; 

For the Lorp has caused her 
grief 

Because of the multitude of 
her transgressions; 

Her little ones have gone away 

As captives before the 
adversary. Lit head Or are at ease 

All her majesty 

Has departed from the 
daughter of Zion; 

Her princes have become like 
deer 

That have found no pasture; 

And they have ®fled without 
strength 


Before the pursuer. 2 Ki 25:4, 5 
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7 Inthe days of her affliction 
and homelessness 
Jerusalem remembers all her 
precious things 
ea from the days of 
Old, 
When her people fell into the 
hand of the adversary 
And no one helped her. 
The adversaries saw her, 
They mocked at her ruin. 
8 Jerusalem sinned ®greatly, 
Therefore she has become an 
unclean thing. 
see honored her despise 
er 
Because they have seen her 
nakedness; 
Even she herself groans and 
turns away. Is 59:2-13; La 1:5, 20 
9 Her 8uncleanness was in her 
skirts; 
She did not consider her 
future. 
Therefore she has fallen 
astonishingly; 
She has no comforter. 
“See, O Lorp, my affliction, 
For the enemy has magnified 
himself!” Je 2:34; Eze 24:13 
10 The adversary has stretched 
out his hand 
Over all her precious things, 
For she has seen the nations 
enter her sanctuary, 
The ones whom You 
commanded 
That they should 8not enter 
into Your congregation. De 23:3 
11 All her people groan ®seeking 
bread; 
They have given their 
precious things for food 
To restore their lives 
themselves. 
“See, O Lorn, and look, 
For I am despised.” Je 38:9; 52:6 
12 “Is it nothing to all you who 
pass this way? 
Look and see if there is any 
pain like my pain 
Which was severely dealt out 
to me, 
Which the Lorp inflicted on 
the day of His fierce anger. 
13 “From on high He sent fire into 
my bones, 
And it prevailed over them. 
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He has spread a net for my 
feet; 
He has turned me back; 
He has made me Fdesolate, 
TFaint all day long. Je 44:6 « Or Sick 
14 “The 8yoke of my 
transgressions is bound; 
By His hand they are knit 
together. 
They have come upon my 
neck; 
raster made my strength 
ail. 
The Lord has given me into 
the hands 
Of those against whom I am 
not able to stand.  pr5:22; Is 47:6 
15 “The Lord has rejected all my 
strong men 
In my midst; 
He has called an appointed 
time against me 
To crush my young men; 
The Lord has trodden as ina 
wine press 
The virgin daughter of Judah. 
16 “For these things I weep; 
My eyes run down with water; 
Because far from me is a 
Rcomforter, 
One who restores my soul. 
My children are desolate 
Because the enemy has 
prevailed.” Ps 69:20; Ec 4:1; La 1:2 
17 Zion stretches out her hands; 
There is no one to comfort 
her; 
The Lorp has commanded 
concerning Jacob 
That the ones round about 
him should be his 
adversaries; 
Jerusalem has become an 
unclean thing among them. 
18 “The Lorn is righteous; 
For I have rebelled against His 
command; 
Hear now, all peoples, 
And ®behold my pain; 
My virgins and my young men 
Have gone into captivity. La1:12 
19 “I 8called to my lovers, but they 
deceived me; 
My priests and my elders 
perished in the city 
While they sought food to 
restore their strength 
themselves. Job 19:13-19; La 1:2 
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20 “See, O Lorn, for Iam in 
distress; 
My spirit is greatly troubled; 
ee seta is overturned within 


For 1 T have been very 
rebellious. 

In the street the sword slays; 

In the house it is like death. 

21 “They have heard that I groan; 
There is no one to comfort me; 
All my enemies have heard of 

my calamity; 

They are ®glad that You have 
done it. 

Oh, that You would bring the 
day which You have 
proclaimed, 

That they may become like 
Me. La 1:4, 8, 22 © Ps 35:15; Je 50:11; La 2:15 

22 “Let all their wickedness come 

before You; 

And deal with them as You 
have dealt with me 

For all my transgressions; 

For my groans are many and 
my heart is faint.” 


God’s Anger over Israel 

How the Lord has ®covered 
the daughter of Zion 

With a cloud in His anger! 

He has cast from heaven to 
earth 

The glory of Israel, 

And has not remembered His 
footstool 

In the day of His anger. Eze 30:18 

2 The Lord has swallowed up; 

He has not spared 

All the habitations of Jacob. 

In His wrath He has thrown 
down 

The strongholds of the 
daughter of Judah; 

He has brought them down to 
the ground; 

He has profaned the kingdom 
and its princes. 

3 In fierce anger He has cut off 

All the strength of Israel; 

He has drawn back His right 
hand 

From before the enemy. 

And He has burned in Jacob 
like a flaming fire 

Consuming round about. 
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4 Hehas one His Rbow like an 
enem 
He has sat His right hand like 
an adversary 
And slain all that were 
pleasant to the eye; 
In the tent of the daughter of 
Zion 
He has poured out His wrath 
like fire. Job 6:4; 16:13; La 3:12, 13 
5 The Lord has become like an 
Renemy. 
He has swallowed up Israel; 
He has swallowed up all its 
palaces, 
He has destroyed its 
strongholds 
And multiplied in the 
daughter of Judah 
Mourning and moaning. Je 30:14 
6 And He has violently treated 
His tabernacle like a garden 
booth; 
He has 8destroyed His 
appointed meeting place. 
The Lorp has caused to be 
forgotten 
The appointed feast and 
sabbath in Zion, 
And He has despised king and 
priest 
In the indignation of His 
anger. Je 52:13 ¢ Je 17:27; La 1:4; Zep 3:18 
7 The Lord has ®rejected His 
altar, 
He has abandoned His 
sanctuary; 
He has delivered into the hand 
of the enemy 
The walls of her palaces. 
They have made a noise in the 
house of the Lorp 
As in the day of an appointed 
feast. Ps 78:59-61; Is 64:11; Eze 7:20-22 
8 The Lorp determined to 


destroy 
The wall of the daughter of 


Zion. 

He has ®stretched out a 
line, 

He has not restrained His 
hand from destroying, 

And He has caused rampart 
and wall to lament; 

They have languished 
together, 2 Ki 21:13; Is 34:11; Am 7:7-9 

9 Her ®gates have sunk into the 

ground, 
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He has destroyed and broken 
her bars. 
Her king and her princes are 
among the nations; 
The law is no more. 
Also, her prophets find 
No vision from the LorD. Ne1:3 
10 The elders of the daughter of 
Zion 
RSit on the ground, they ®are 
silent. 
They have thrown dust on 
their heads; 
They have girded themselves 
with sackcloth. 
The virgins of Jerusalem 
Have bowed their heads to the 
Pround. Job 2:13; Is 3:26; 47:1 © Am 8:3 
11 My eyes fail because of tears, 
My spirit is greatly troubled; 
My ®heart is poured out on the 
earth 
Because of the destruction of 
the daughter of my people, 
When little ones and infants 
faint 
In the streets of the city. Job 16:13 
12 They say to their mothers, 
“RWhere is grain and wine?” 
As they faint like a wounded 


man 
In the streets of the city, 
As their life is poured out 
On their mothers’ bosom. Je5:17 
13. How shall I admonish you? 
To what ®shall I compare you, 
O daughter of Jerusalem? 
To what shall I liken you as I 
comfort you, 
O virgin daughter of Zion? 
For your ruin is as vast as the 
sea; 


Who can heal you? La 1:12 
14 Your 8prophets have seen for 
you 


ee and foolish visions; 

And they have not exposed 
your iniquity 

So as to restore you from 
captivity, 

But they have seen for you 
false and misleading 
oracles. Je 23:25-29; 29:8, 9 

15 All who pass along the way 

Clap their hands in derision at 
you; 

They hiss and shake their 
heads 
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At the daughter of Jerusalem, 
“Is this the city of which they 


said, 
‘The perfection of beauty, 
RA joy to all the earth’?” Ps 48:2 
16 All 8your enemies 
Have opened their mouths 
wide against you; 
They hiss and gnash their 
teeth. 
They say, “We have swallowed 
her up! 
Surely this is the day for 
which we waited; 
We have reached it, we have 
seen it.” | Job 16:10; Ps 22:13; La 3:46 
17 The Lorp has 8done what He 
purposed; 
He has accomplished His 
word 
Which He commanded from 
days of old. 
He has rein down without 
sparing 
And He has caused the enemy 
to rejoice over you; 
He has exalted the might a 
your adversaries. 4:28 
18 Their heart cried out to fhe 


Lor 
“O rail of the daughter of 
Zion, 
Let your tears run down like a 
river day and night; 
Give yourself no relief, 
Let your eyes have no rest. 
19 “Arise, cry aloud in the night 
At the beginning of the night 
watches; 
Pour out your heart like water 
Before the presence of the 
Lord; 
Lift up your hands to Him 
For the life of your little ones 
Who are faint because of 
hunger 
At the head of every street.” 
20 See, O Lorpb, and look! 
With whom have You dealt 
thus? 
Should women eat their 
offspring, 
The little ones who were born 
healthy? 
Should priest and prophet be 
Slain 
In the sanctuary of the Lord? 
21 On the ground in the streets 


907 


Lie young and old; 

My virgins and my young men 

Have fallen by the sword. 

You have slain them in the 
day of Your anger, 

You have slaughtered, not 
sparing. 2 Ch 36:17; Je 6:11 

22 You called as in the day of an 

appointed feast 

My terrors on every side; 

And there was no one who 
escaped or survived 

In the day of the Lorp’s anger. 

Those whom I bore and 
reared, 

My enemy annihilated them. 


Jeremiah Shares Israel’s 


Affliction 
I am the man who has ®seen 
affliction 
Because of the rod of His 
wrath. Ps 88:7, 15, 16 
2 He has driven me and made 
me walk 


In darkness and not in light. 

3 Surely against me He has 
turned His hand 

Repeatedly all the day. 

4 He has caused my flesh and 

my skin to waste away, 
He has broken my bones. 

5 He has besieged and 
encompassed me with 
bitterness and hardship. 

6 In 8dark places He has made 


me dwell, 
Like those who have long 
been dead. Ps 88:5, 6; 143:3 


7 He has ®walled me in so that I 
cannot go out; 
He has made my &chain 


heavy. Job 3:23; 19:8 * Je 40:4 
8 Even when I cry out and call 
for help, 


He shuts out my prayer. 
9 Hehas ®blocked my ways 
with hewn stone; 
He has made my paths 


crooked. Is 63:17; Ho 2:6 
10 He isto me like a bear lying in 
wait, 


Like a lion in secret places. 
11 He has turned aside my ways 
and torn me to pieces; 
He has made me desolate. 
12 He bent His bow 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


LAMENTATIONS 3:26 


And set me as a target for the 


arrow. Ps 7:12; La 2:4 
He made the Tarrows of His 
Rquiver 


To enter into my Tinward 
parts. Lit sons ¢ Je 5:16 © Lit kidneys 

I have become a 
Rlaughingstock to all my 
people, 

eae ee song all the 

Ps 22:6, 7; 123:4; Je 20:7 

He ae Rfilled me with 
bitterness, 

He has made me drunk with 
wormwood. Je 9:15 

He has ®broken my teeth with 
Rgravel; 

He has made me cower in the 
Rdust. Ps 3:7; 58:6 ¢ Pr 20:17 ¢ Je 6:26 

My soul has been rejected 
from peace; 

I have forgotten happiness. 

So I say, “My strength has 
perished, 

And so has my ®hope from the 
LORD.” Job 17:15; Eze 37:11 


Hope of Relief in 
God’s Mercy 


19 


20 


21 


Remember my affliction and 
my wandering, the 
wormwood and bitterness. 

Surely my soul remembers 

And is bowed down within 
me. Job 21:6 © Ps 42:5, 6, 11; 43:5; 44:25 

This I recall to my mind, 


Therefore I have 8hope. Ps 130:7 


22 The Lorp’s 


23 


Rlovingkindnesses indeed 
never cease, 
RFor His compassions never 
fail. Ps 78:38; Je 3:12; 30:11 © Mal 3:6 
They are new every morning; 
Great is Your faithfulness. 


24 “The Lorp is my portion,” says 


25 


26 


my soul, 
“Therefore I Shave hope in 


Him.” Ps 16:5; 73:26 © Ps 33:18 
The Lorp is good to those who 
Rwait for Him, 
To the ‘person who ®seeks 
Him. Ps 27:14; Is 25:9 © Lit soul ¢ Is 26:9 
It is good that he waits 
silently 
For the salvation of the Lorp. 


Y% 3:22-26 
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21 


28 
29 


30 


31 
32 


33 


34 
35 


36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


4] 
42 


43 


44 
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It is good for a man that he 
should bear 

The yoke in his youth. 

Let him sit alone and be silent 

Since He has laid it on him. 

Let him put his mouth in the 
dust, 

Perhaps there is hope. Je 31:17 

Let him give his ®cheek to ‘the 
smiter, 

Let him be filled with 
reproach. — Job 16:10; Is 50:6 « Lit his 

For the Lord will ®not reject 
forever, Ps 77:7; 94:14; Is 54:7-10 

For if He causes grief, 

Then He will have compassion 

According to His abundant 
lovingkindness. 

For He does not afflict 
willingly 

Or grieve the sons of men. 

To crush under His feet 

All the prisoners of the land, 

To deprive a man of justice 

In the presence of the Most 
High, Ps 140:12; Pr 17:15 

To ®defraud a man in his 
lawsuit— 

Of these things the Lord does 
not approve. Je 22:3; Hab 1:13 

Who is 'there who speaks and 
it comes to pass, 

Unless the Lord has 
commanded it? Lit this Ps 33:9-11 

Is it not from the mouth of the 
Most Hig 

That ®both good and ill go 
forth? Job 2:10; Is 45:7; Je 32:42 


Why should any living mortal, 
or any man, 

Offer complaint in view of 
his sins? — Je 30:15; Mi 7:9; He 12:5, 6 

Let us examine and probe our 
ways, 

And let us return to the Lorp. 

We lift up our heart and hands 

Toward God in heaven; 

We have transgressed and 
rebelled, 

You have not pardoned. 

You have covered Yourself 
with Ranger 

And ®pursued us; 

You have slain and have not 
spared. La 2:21 ¢ Ps 83:15; La 3:66 

You have ®covered Yourself 
with a cloud 


So that no prayer can pass 
through. Ps 97:2 © La 3:8; Ze 7:13 
45 You have made us mere 
offscouring and refuse 
In the midst of the peoples. 
46 All our enemies have opened 
their mouths against us. 
47 Panic and pitfall have befallen 


us, 
Devastation and destruction; 
48 My eyes run down with 
streams of water 
Because of the destruction of 
the daughter of my people. 
49 My eyes pour down 
Runceasingly, 
Without stopping, Ps 77:2; Je 14:17 
50 Until the Lorp looks down 
And sees from heaven. 
51 My eyes bring pain to my soul 
Because of all the daughters 
of my city. 
52 My enemies without cause 
Hunted me down like a bird; 
53 They have silenced 'me 8in 
the pit 
And have ®placed a stone on 
ME. Lit my life Je 37:16; 38:6, 9 ¢ Da 6:17 
54 Waters flowed over my head; 
I said, “I am cut off!” 
55 I called on Your name, O Lorp, 
Out of the lowest pit. 
56 You have 8heard my voice, 
“Do not hide Your ear from my 
prayer for relief, 
From my cry for help.” — Job 34:28 
57 You “drew near when I called 
on You 
You Said: “Do not fear!” Ps 145:18 
58 O Lord, You have pleaded my 
soul’s cause; 
You have redeemed my life. 
59 O Lorb, You have ®seen my 
oppression; 
Judge my case. 
60 You have seen all their 
vengeance, 
All their schemes against 


Je 18:19, 20 


me. 
61 You have heard their 
reproach, O Lorp, 
All their schemes against me. 
62 The lips of my assailants and 
their whispering 
Are against me all day long. 
63 Look on their sitting and their 
rising; 
I am their mocking song. 
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64 You will 8recompense them, O 
LorbD, 
According to the work of their 
hands. Ps 28:4; Je 51:6, 24, 56 
65 You will give them hardness 
of heart, — 
Your curse will be on them. 
66 You will 8pursue them in 
anger and destroy them 
From under the 8heavens of 
the Lorp! La 3:43 © Ps 8:3 


Distress of the Siege 
Described 
How dark the gold has 
become, 
How the pure gold has 
changed! 
The a noe stones are poured 
ou 
At the corner of every street. 
2 The precious sons of Zion, 
Weighed against fine gold, 
How they are regarded as 
earthen jars, 
The work of a potter’s hands! 
3 Even jackals offer the breast, 
They nurse their young; 
But the daughter of my people 
has become cruel 
Like ostriches in the 


wilderness. Is 13:22; 34:13 
4 The tongue of the infant 
cleaves 


To the roof of its mouth 
because of thirst; 
The little ones ask for bread, 
But no one breaks it for them. 
5 Those who ate 8delicacies 
Are desolate in the streets; 
Those reared in purple 
Embrace ash pits. Je 6:2; Am 6:3-7 
6 For the iniquity of the 
| daughter of my people 
| Is greater than the ¥sin of 
Sodom, 
Which was Roverthrown as in 
a moment, 
And no hands were turned 
toward her. Ge 19:25; Je 20:16 
] 7 Her consecrated ones were 
purer than snow, ; 
They were whiter than milk; 
They were more ruddy in 
body than corals, — 
Their polishing was like ®lapis 
lazuli. Ex 24:10; Job 28:16 


LAMENTATIONS 4:15 


8 Their appearance is blacker 
than soot, 
They are not recognized in the 
streets; 
Their skin is shriveled on their 
bones, 
It is withered, it has become 
like wood. Job 30:30; La 5:10 
9 Better are those ®slain with 
the sword 
Than those slain with 
hunger; 
For they ®pine away, being 
stricken 
For lack of the fruits of the 
field. Je 16:4 © Le 26:39; Eze 24:23 
10 The hands of compassionate 
women 
Boiled their own children; 
They became food for them 
Because of the destruction of 
the daughter of my 
people. 
11 The Lorp has accomplished 
His wrath, 
He has poured out His fierce 


anger; 
And He has &kindled a fire in 
Zion 
Which has consumed its 
foundations. De 32:22; Je 17:27 
12 The kings of the earth did not 
believe, 
Nor did any of ®the 
inhabitants of the world, 
That the adversary and the 


enemy 
Could 8enter the gates of 
Jerusalem. De 29:24 ¢ Je 21:13 
13 Because of the sins of her 
prophets 
And the iniquities of her 
priests, 


Who have shed in her midst 
The blood of the righteous; 
14 They wandered, blind, in the 
streets; 
They were defiled with ®blood 
So that no one could touch 
their garments. 1s 1:15 « Je 2:34 
15 “Depart! SUnclean!” they cried 
of themselves. 
“Depart, depart, do not 
touch!” 
So they ®fled and wandered; 
Men among the nations said, 
“They shall not continue to 
dwell with us.” Le 13:45, 46 « Je 49:5 
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16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


The presence of the Lorp has 
scattered them, 

He will not continue to regard 
them; 

They did not honor the 
priests, 

They did not favor the elders. 

Yet our eyes failed, 

Looking for help was ®useless; 

In our watching we have 
watched 

pO a knation that could not 

Save. Je 37:7; La 1:7 ¢ Eze 29:6, 7, 16 

They ®hunted our steps 

So that we could not walk in 
our streets; 

Our end drew near, 

Our days were finished 

For ourend had come. Je 16:16 

Our pursuers were swifter 

Than the eagles of the sky; 

They chased us on the 
mountains, 

They waited in ambush for us 
in the wilderness. 

The ®breath of our nostrils, 
the Lorp’s anointed, 

Was captured in their pits, 

Of whom we had said, “Under 
his shadow 

We shall live among the 
nations.” Ge 2:7 © 2 Sa 1:14; 19:21 

Rejoice and be glad, O 
daughter of Edom, 

Who dwells in the land of 


Z; 

But the ®cup will come around 
to you as well, 

You will become drunk and 
make yourself naked. 

The punishment of your 
iniquity has been 
completed, O daughter of 
Zion; 

He will exile you no longer. 

But He will punish your 
iniquity, O daughter of 
Edom; 

He will expose your sins! 


A Prayer for Mercy 


D 


2 


Remember, O Lorp, what has 
befallen us; 

Look, and see our reproach! 

Our inheritance has been 
turned over to strangers, 

Our ®houses to aliens. — Zep 1:13 
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10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


We have become orphans 
without a father, 

Our mothers are like 
widows. 

We have to pay for our 
drinking water, 

Our wood comes to us ata 
price. Is 3:1 

Our pursuers are at our necks; 

We are worn out, there is kno 
rest for us. Ne 9:36, 37 

We have submitted to Egypt 
and Assyria to get enough 
bread. Ho 9:3; 12:1 

Our ®fathers sinned, and are 
no more; 

It is we who have borne their 
iniquities. Je 14:20; 16:12 

RSlaves rule over us; 

There is no one to deliver us 
from their hand. Ne 5:15 

We get our bread at the risk 
of our lives 

Because of the sword in the 
wilderness. Je 40:9-12 

Our skin has become as 8hot 
as an oven, 

Because of the burning heat of 
famine. Job 30:30; La 4:8 

They ravished the }women in 
Zion, 

The virgins in the cities of 
Judah. Is 13:16; Ze 14:2 

Princes were hung by their 
hands; 

Elders were not respected. 

Young men ®worked at the 
grinding mill, 

And youths ®stumbled under 
loads of wood. — Ju 16:21 + Je 7:18 

Elders are gone from the 
gate, 

Young men from their music. 

The joy of our hearts has 
Rceased; 

Our dancing has been turned 
into mourning. Je 25:10; Am8:10 

The ®crown has fallen from 
our head; 

Woe to us, for we have 
sinned! Job 19:9; Ps 89:39; Je 13:18 

Because of this our heart is 
faint, 

Because of these things our 
Reyes are dim; ~~ Job 17:7:La2:11 

Because of RMount Zion 
which lies desolate, 

RFoxes prowl init. Mi3:12¢Ne 4:3 
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19 You, O Lorp, rule forever; 21 Restore us to You, O Lorp, that 
Your throne is from we may be restored; 
generation to generation. Renew our days as of old, 
20 Why do You ®forget us 22 Unless ®You have utterly 
forever? rejected us 
Why do You forsake us so And are exceedingly 8angry 


long? Ps 13:1; 44:24 with us. Ps 60:1, 2; Je 7:29 © Is 64:9 


EZEKIEL 


Author: There is strong evidence in 
favor of Ezekiel’s authorship of 
this book. The first person sin- 
gular is used throughout the 
book, indicating that it is the 
work of one person. This per- 
son is actually identified in 1:3 
and 24:24 as Ezekiel. The 
unity and integrity of Ezekiel’s 
prophetic record are supported 
and the style, language, and 
thematic development are 
consistent throughout the 
book. Like Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
was a priest who was called to 
be a prophet of the Lord. 
Ezekiel was privileged to re- 
ceive a number of visions of 
the power and plan of God, 
and he was careful and artistic 
in his written presentation. 


Time: c. 592-570 B.c. 
Key Verse: Eze 36:33-35 


The Vision of Four Figures 
Now it came about in the thirtieth 
year, on the fifth day of the fourth 
month, while I was by the &river 
Chebar among the exiles, the heavens 
were opened and I saw visions of 
God. Eze 3:23: 10:15, 20 
2 (On the fifth of the month Tin 
the ®fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s 
exile, Lit it was © 2 Ki 24:12-15; Eze 8:1; 20:1 
3 the word of the Lorp came ex- 
pressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of 
Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by 
the river Chebar; and there the hand 
of the Lorp came upon him.) — 2Pe 1:21 
4 As I looked, behold, a 8storm 
wind was coming from the north, a 
great cloud with fire flashing forth 
continually and a bright light around 
it, and in its midst something like 
Relowing metal in the midst of the 
fire. Is 21:1; Je 23:19; Eze 13:11, 13 © Eze 1:27; 8:2 


Ezekiel was an exilic prophet, 
meaning he prophesied to the 
exiles in Babylon. He was one 
of the 10,000 taken there by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.c. 
(2 Ki 24:14). The book con- 
tains a series of prophetic 
messages, which represents a 
lifetime of ministry to the ex- 
iles in Babylon. Ezekiel sees 
himself as a watchman or 
lookout, compelled to warn 
people of coming danger and 
of the need for personal re- 
sponsibility to an awesome, 
all-seeing, all-knowing God. 
The last half of the book is 
more concerned with encour- 
aging the people to hope for 
God’s promise of restoration 
back to the land of Israel. The 
restoration of the temple is a 
key element of chapters 
40-48. 


Theme: 


5 Within it there were figures re- 
sembling ®four living beings. And this 
was their appearance: they had human 
Rform. Eze 10:15, 17, 20; Re 4:6-8 ¢ Eze 1:26 

6 Each of them had ®four faces 
and ®four wings. — Eze 1:10; 10:14, 21 « Eze 1:23 

7 Their legs were straight and 
their feet were like a calf’s hoof, and 
they gleamed like burnished bronze. 

8 Under their wings on their 
Rfour sides were human 8hands. As 
for the faces and wings of the four of 
them, Eze 1:17; 10:11 « Eze 10:8, 21 

9 their wings touched one an- 
other; their faces did not turn when 
they moved, each 8went straight for- 
ward. Eze 1:17 © Eze 1:12; 10:22 

10 As for the 8form of their faces, 
each had the face of a man; all four 
had the face of a lion on the right and 
the face of a bull on the left, and all 
four had the face of an eagle. Re 4:7 
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_11 Such were their faces. Their 
wings were spread out above; each 
had two touching another being, and 
Rtwo covering their bodies. 1s 6:2; Eze 1:23 

12 And Reach went straight for- 
ward; wherever the spirit was about 
to go, they would go, without turning 
as they went. Eze 1:9 ¢ Eze 1:20 
_ 13 In the midst of the living be- 
ings there was something that looked 
like burning coals of fire, like 
torches darting back and forth 
among the living beings. The fire was 
bright, and lightning was "flashing 
from the fire. Ps 104:4; Re 4:5 « Lit coming out 

14 And the living beings 8ran to 
- and fro like bolts of lightning. ze 4:10 

15 Now as I looked at the living 
beings, behold, there was one wheel 
on the earth beside the living beings, 
for each of the four of them. 

16 The 8appearance of the wheels 
and their workmanship was like 
sparkling beryl, and all four of them 
had the same form, their appearance 
and workmanship being as if one 
wheel were within another. — Eze 10:9-11 

17 Whenever they ‘moved, they 
moved in any of their four 'direc- 
tions without turning as they 
moved. Lit went © Lit sides « Eze 1:9, 12; 10:11 

18 As for their rims they were 
lofty and awesome, and the rims of all 
four of them were ®full of eyes round 
about. Eze 10:12: Re 4:6, 8 

19 Whenever the living beings 
moved, the wheels moved with 
them. And whenever the living beings 
Rrose from the earth, the wheels rose 
also. Eze 10:16 © Eze 10:19 

20 Wherever the spirit was about 
to go, they would go in that direction. 
And the wheels rose close beside 
them; for the spirit of the living beings 
was in the wheels. Eze 1:12 

21 Whenever those went, these 
went; and whenever those stood still, 
these stood still. And whenever those 
rose from the earth, the wheels rose 
close beside them; for the spirit of the 
living beings was in the wheels. 


Vision of Divine Glory 
22 Now ®over the heads of the liv- 
ing beings there was something like 
an expanse, like the awesome gleam 
of ‘crystal, spread out over their 
heads. Eze 10:1 ¢ Or ice 
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23 Under the expanse their wings 
were stretched out straight, one to- 
ward the other; each one also had 
Rtwo wings covering its body on the 
one side and on the other. Eze 1:6, 11 

_24 [also heard the sound of their 
wings like the 8sound of abundant 
waters as they went, like the 8voice of 
the Almighty, a sound of tumult like 
the sound of an army camp; when- 
ever they stood still, they dropped 
their wings. Eze 43:2; Re 1:15; 19:6 ¢ Eze 10:5 

25 And there came a voice from 
above the expanse that was over 
their heads; whenever they stood still, 
they dropped their wings. — Eze 1:22: 10:1 

26 Now Rabove the expanse that 
was over their heads there was some- 
thing 8resembling a throne, like lapis 
lazuli in appearance; and on that 
which resembled a throne, high up, 
was a figure with the appearance of a 
man. Eze 1:22; 10:1 ¢ Is 6:1; Eze 10:1; Da 7:9 

27 Then I "noticed from the ap- 
pearance of His loins and upward 
something 8like 'glowing metal that 
looked like fire all around within it, 
and from the appearance of His loins 
and downward I saw something like 
fire; and there was a radiance around 
Him. Lit saw ¢ Eze 1:4; 8:2 ¢ Or electrum 

28 As the appearance of the rain- 
bow in the clouds on a rainy day, so 
was the appearance of the surround- 
ing radiance. Such was the appear- 
ance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lorp. And when I saw it, I fell on my 
face and heard a voice speaking. 


The Prophet’s Call 
Then He said to me, “Son of man, 
Rstand on your feet that I may 
speak with you!” Da 10:11; Ac 9:6 

2 As He spoke to me the Spirit 
entered me and set me on my feet; 
and I heard Him speaking to me. 

3 Then He said to me, “Son of 
man, I am sending you to the sons of 
Israel, to a rebellious people who have 
Rrebelled against Me; ®they and their 
fathers have transgressed against Me 
to this very day. 1 Sa 8:7, 8; Je 3:25 » Eze 20:18, 30 

4 “Iam sending you to them who 
are stubborn and obstinate children, 
and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord Gop.’ 

5 “As for them, whether they lis- 
ten or not—for they are a rebellious 
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house—they will know that a prophet 
has been among them. 

6 “And you, son of man, neither 
fear them nor fear their words, 
though thistles and thorns are with 
you and you sit on scorpions; neither 
fear their words nor be dismayed at 
their presence, for they are a rebel- 
lious house. Is 51:12; Je 1:8, 17; Eze 3:9 

7 “But you shall speak My words 
to them ®whether they listen or not, 
for they are rebellious. Eze 2:5 

8 “Now you, son of man, listen to 
what I am speaking to you; do not be 
rebellious like that rebellious house. 
Open your mouth and Reat what I am 
giving you.” Je 15:16; Eze 3:3; Re 10:9 

9 Then I looked, and behold, a 
Rhand was extended to me; and lo, a 
Tscroll was in it. Eze 8:3 ¢ Lit scroll of a book 

10 When He spread it out before 
me, it was written on the front and 
back, and written on it were lamenta- 
tions, mourning and Rwoe. 1s 3:11; Re 8:13 


Ezekiel’s Commission 
Then He said to me, “Son of man, 
eat what you find; eat this scroll, 

and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 

2 So I 8opened my mouth, and 
He fed me this scroll. Je 25:17 

3 He said to me, “Son of man, 
feed your stomach and fill your body 
with this scroll which I am giving 
you.” Then I Rate it, and it was sweet 
as honey in my mouth. Je 15:16 

4 Then He said to me, “Son of 
man, go to the house of Israel and 
speak with My words to them. 

5 “For 8you are not being sent to 
a people of unintelligible speech or 
difficult language, but to the house of 
Israel, Jon 1:2; Ac 14:11; 26:17 # Is 28:11; 33:19 

6 nor to many peoples of unintel- 
ligible speech or difficult language, 
whose words you cannot understand. 
But I have sent you to them Twho 
should listen to you; Lit they 

7 yet the house of Israel will not 
be willing to listen to you, since they 
are not willing to listen to Me. Surely 
the whole house of Israel is stubborn 
and obstinate. 1 Sa 8:7 

8 “Behold, I have made your face 
as hard as their faces and your fore- 
head as hard as their foreheads. 

9 “Like ‘emery harder than flint I 
have made your forehead. Do not be 
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afraid of them or be dismayed before 
them, though they are a rebellious 
house.” Lit corundum 

10 Moreover, He said to me, “Son 
of man, take into your heart all My 
Rwords which I will speak to you and 
listen closely. Job 22:22: Eze 2:8; 3:1-3 

11 “'Go to the exiles, to the sons 
of your people, and speak to them and 
tell them, whether they listen or ‘not, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gob.’” Lit Go, come 

12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, 
and I heard a great rumbling sound 
behind me, “Blessed be the glory of 
the Lorp in His place.” Eze 3:14; 8:3; Ac 8:39 

13 And I heard the sound of the 
wings of the living beings touching 
one another and the sound of the 
Rwheels beside them, even a great 
rumbling sound. Eze 1:15; 10:16, 17 

14 So the Spirit lifted me up and 
took me away; and I went embittered 
in the rage of my spirit, and ®the hand 
of the LorpD was strong on me. 2ki3:15 

15 Then I came to the exiles who 
lived beside the river Chebar at Tel- 
abib, and I sat there ®seven days 
where they were living, causing con- 
sternation among them. Job 2:13 

16 At the end of seven days the 
word of the Lorp came to me, saying, 

17 “Son of man, I have appointed 
you a watchman to the house of Is- 
rael; whenever you hear a word from 
My mouth, warn them from Me. 

18 “When I say to the wicked, ‘You 
will surely die, and you do not warn 
him or speak out to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way that he may live, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniq- 
uity, but his blood I will require at 
your hand. Eze 3:20; 33:6, 8 

19 “Yet if you have warned the 
wicked and he does not turn from his 
wickedness or from his wicked way, 
he shall die in his iniquity; but you 
have delivered yourself. 

20 “Again, when a righteous man 
turns away from his righteousness 
and commits iniquity, and I place an 
obstacle before him, he will die; since 
you have not warned him, he shall die 
in his sin, and his righteous deeds 
which he has done shall not be re- 
membered; but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 

21 “However, if you have }warned 
Tthe righteous man that the righteous 
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should not sin and he does not sin, he 
shall surely live because he took 
warning; and you have delivered 
yourself.” Ac 20:31 ¢ Lit him, the righteous 

22 The hand of the Lorp was on 
me there, and He said to me, “Get up, 
go out to the plain, and there [| will 8s- 
peak to you.” Ac 9:6 

23 So I got up and went out to the 
plain; and behold, the glory of the 
LorpD was standing there, like the glory 
which &] saw by the river Chebar, and 
I fell on my face. Eze 1:1 

24 The Spirit then entered me and 
made me stand on my feet, and He 
spoke with me and said to me, “Go, 
shut yourself up in your house. 

25 “As for you, son of man, they 
will ®put ropes on you and bind you 
with them so that you cannot go out 
among them. Eze 4:8 

26 “Moreover, I will make your 
tongue stick to the roof of your mouth 
so that you will be mute and cannot 
bea man who rebukes them, for they 
are a rebellious house. 

27 “But when I speak to you, I 
will open your mouth and you will say 
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord ‘Gop, He 
who hears, let him hear; and he who 
refuses, let him refuse; ®for they area 
rebellious house. Eze 24:27; 33:22 « Eze 12:2,3 


Siege of Jerusalem Predicted 
2 ese you son of man, get yourself 
a brick, place it before you and in- 
scribe a city on it, Jerusalem. 
2 “Then &lay siege against it, build 
a siege wall, 'raise up a ramp, pitch 
camps and place battering rams 
against it all around. Je 6:6; Eze 21:22 « Lit cast 
3 “Then get yourself an iron plate 
and set it up as an iron wall between 
you and the city, and set your face to- 
ward it so that ®it is under siege, and 
besiege it. This is a sign to the house 
of Israel. Je 39:1, 2; Eze 5:2 
4 “As for you, lie down on your 
left side and lay the iniquity of the 
house of Israel on it; you shall bear 
their iniquity for the number of days 
that you lie on it. Le 10:17; 16:22; Nu 18:1 
5 “For I have assigned you a 
tines of days corresponding to the 
years of their iniquity, three hundred 
and ninety days; thus you shall bear 
the iniquity of the house of Israel. 
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6 “When you have completed 
choses you shall lie down a second 
time, but on your right side and bear 
the iniquity of the house of Judah; I 
have assigned it to you for forty days, 
a on for each year. 

7 “Then you shall set your face 
toward the siege of Jerusalem with 
your arm bared and ®prophesy against 
it. Eze 21:2 

8 “Now behold, I will put ropes 
on you so that you cannot turn from 
one side to the other until you have 
completed the days of your siege. 


Defiled Bread 

9 “But as for you, take wheat, 
barley, beans, lentils, millet and ®spelt, 
put them in one vessel and make 
them into bread for yourself; you shall 
eat it according to the number of the 
days that you lie on your side, three 
hundred and ninety days. Ex 9:32: 1s 28:25 

10 “Your food which you eat shall 
be twenty shekels a day by weight; 
you shall eat it from time to time. 

11 “The water you drink shall 
be the sixth part of a hin by mea- 
sure; you shall drink it from time to 
time. 

12 “You shall eat it as a barley 
cake, having baked it in their sight 
over human dung.” Is 36:12 

13 Then the Lorp said, “Thus will 
the sons of Israel eat their bread 8un- 
clean among the nations where I will 
banish them.” Da 1:8; Ho 9:3 

14 But I said, “8Ah, Lord Gop! Be- 
hold, I have never been defiled; for 
from my youth until now I have never 
eaten what died of itself or was torn by 
beasts, nor has any unclean meat ever 
entered my mouth.” Je 1:6; Eze 9:8; 20:49 

15 Then He said to me, “See, I will 
give you cow’s dung in place of 
human dung over which you will pre- 
pare your bread.” 

16 Moreover, He said to me, “Son 
of man, behold, I am going to break 
the staff of bread in Jerusalem, and 
they will eat bread by ®weight and 
with anxiety, and drink water by 
measure and in horror, — Eze 4:10, 11; 12:19 

17 because bread and water will 
be scarce; and they will be appalled 
with one another and ®waste away in 
their iniquity. Le 26:39; Eze 24:23: 33:10 
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Jerusalem’s Desolation Foretold 
5 for you, son of man, take a 

Rsharp sword; take and use it asa 
barber’s razor on your head and 
beard. Then take scales for weighing 
and divide the hair. Le 21:5; Is 7:20; Eze 44:20 

2 “One third you shall burn in the 
fire at the center of the city, when the 
Rdays of the siege are completed. 
Then you shall take one third and 
strike it with the sword all around the 
city, and one third you shall scatter to 
the wind; and I will unsheathe a 
sword behind them. Je 39:1, 2; Eze 4:2-8 

3 “Take also a few in number 
from ‘them and bind them in the 
edges of your robes. Lit there 

4 “Take again some of them and 
throw them into the fire and burn 
them in the fire; from it a fire will 
spread to all the house of Israel. 

5 “Thus says the Lord Gop, ‘This 
is Jerusalem; I have set her at the 
Reenter of the nations, with lands 
around her. De 4:6; La 1:1; Eze 16:14 

6 ‘But she has rebelled against 
My ordinances more wickedly than 
the nations and against My statutes 
Rmore than the lands which surround 
her; for they have rejected My ordi- 
nances and have not walked in My 
statutes.’ 2 Ki 17:8-20; Eze 16:47, 48, 51 

7 “Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Because you have more turmoil 
than the nations which surround you 
and have not walked in My statutes, 
nor observed My ordinances; nor ob- 
served the ordinances of the nations 
which surround you, 

8 therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Behold, I, even I, am against 
you, and I will execute judgments 
among you in the sight of the na- 
tions. 

9 ‘And because of all your abomi- 
nations, I will do among you what I 
have ®not done, and the like of which I 
will never do again. Da9:12; Am 3:2; Ma 24:21 

10 ‘Therefore, fathers will eat 
their sons among you, and sons will 
eat their fathers; for I will execute 
judgments on you and scatter all your 
remnant to every wind. 

11 ‘So as I live, declares the Lord 
Gop, ‘surely, because you have defiled 
My sanctuary with all your ®detestable 
idols and with all your abominations, 
therefore I will also withdraw, and My 
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eye will have no pity and I will not 
spare. Je 16:18; Eze 7:20 

12 ‘One third of you will die by 
plague or be consumed by famine 
among you, one third will fall by the 
sword around you, and one third I will 
Rgcatter to every wind, and | will un- 
sheathe a sword behind them. 

13 ‘Thus My anger will be spent 
and | will satisfy My wrath on them, 
and I will be appeased; then they will 
know that J, the Lorp, have ®spoken 
in My zeal when I have spent My 
wrath upon them. — 1s 59:17; Eze 36:5, 6; 38:19 

14 ‘Moreover, I will make you a 
desolation and a reproach among the 
nations which surround you, in the 
sight of all who pass by. 

15 ‘So it will be a reproach, a re- 
viling, a warning and an object of hor- 
ror to the nations who surround you 
when I execute judgments against 
you in anger, wrath and raging re- 
bukes. I, the Lorp, have spoken. 

16 ‘When I send against them the 
Tdeadly arrows of famine which were 
for the destruction of those whom I 
will send to destroy you, then I will 
also intensify the famine upon you 
and break the staff of bread. Lit evil 

17 ‘Moreover, ®I will send on you 
famine and wild beasts, and they will 
bereave you of children; plague and 
bloodshed also will pass through you, 
and I will bring the sword on you. I, 
the Lorp, have spoken.’” ~ Le 26:22: Re 6:8 


Idolatrous Worship 
Denounced 
And the word of the Lorp came to 
me Saying, 
2 “Son of man, set your face to- 
ward the 8mountains of Israel, and 
prophesy against them Eze 36:1 
_ 3 and say, ‘Mountains of Israel, 
listen to the word of the Lord Gop! 
Thus says the Lord Gop to the moun- 
tains, the hills, the ravines and the val- 
leys: “Behold, I Myself am going to 
bring a sword on you, and &®1 will de- 
stroy your high places. Le 26:30 
4 “So your altars will become 
desolate and your incense altars will 
be smashed; and I will make your 
Slain fall in front of your idols. 
5 “I will also lay the dead bodies 
of the sons of Israel in front of their 
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idols; and I will scatter your bones 
around your altars. 2 i 23:14, 16, 20; Je 81,2 
_6 “In all your dwellings, cities 
will become waste and the high 
places will be desolate, that your al- 
tars may become waste and ‘desolate, 
your idols may be broken and 
brought to an end, your incense altars 
may be cut down, and your works 
may be blotted out. Le 26:31: Is 6:11: Eze 5:14 
7 “The slain will fall among 
you, and you will know that I am the 
LorRD. 
8 “However, I will leave a 8rem- 
nant, for you will have those who es- 
caped the sword among the nations 


'- when you are scattered among the 


countries. Is 6:13; Je 30:11 

9 “Then those of you who escape 
will remember Me among the na- 
tions to which they will be carried 
captive, how I have been hurt by their 
adulterous hearts which turned away 
from Me, and by their eyes which 
played the harlot after their idols; and 
they will loathe themselves in their 
own sight for the evils which they 
have committed, for all their abomi- 
nations. De 4:29; 30:2: Je 51:50 

10 “Then they will know that I 
am the Lorp; I have not said in vain 
that I would inflict this disaster on 
them.”’ 

11 “Thus says the Lord Gop, ‘Clap 
your hand, stamp your foot and say, 
“RAlas, because of all the evil abomi- 
nations of the house of Israel, which 
will fall by 8sword, famine and 
plague! Eze 25:6 * Eze 9:4 ¢ Eze 5:12; 7:15 

12 “He who is far off will die by 
the plague, and he who is near will 
fall by the sword, and he who remains 
and is besieged will die by the famine. 
Thus will I spend My wrath on them. 

13 “Then you will know that I am 
the Lorp, when their "slain are 
among their idols around their altars, 
on every high hill, on all the tops of 
the mountains, under every green tree 
and under every leafy oak—the places 
where they offered soothing aroma to 
all their idols. Eze 6:4-7 

14 “So throughout all their habita- 
tions I will stretch out My hand 
against them and make the land more 
desolate and waste than the wilder- 
ness toward Diblah; thus they will 
know that I am the Lorp.”’” 
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Punishment for Wickedness 
Foretold 

Moreover, the word of the Lorp 

came to me saying, iD 

2 “And you, son of man, thus says 
the Lord Gop to the land of Israel, ‘An 
end! The end is coming on the four 
corners of the land. 

3 ‘Now the end is upon you, and 
I will send My anger against you; I 
will judge you according to your ways 
and bring all your abominations upon 
you. 

4 ‘For My eye will have no pity 
on you, nor will I spare you, but I will 
Rbring your ways upon you, and your 
abominations will be among you; 
then you will ®know that I am the 
Lorp!’ Eze 11:21; 22:31; Ho 9:7 © Eze 6:7, 14; 7:27 

5 “Thus says the Lord Gop, ‘A 
Rdisaster, unique disaster, behold it is 
coming! 2 Ki 21:12, 13; Na 1:9 

6 ‘An end is coming; the end has 
come! It has 8awakened against you; 
behold, it has come! Ze 13:7 

7 ‘Your doom has come to you, O 
inhabitant of the land. The ®time has 
come, the day is near—tumult rather 
than joyful shouting on the moun- 
tains. Eze 7:12; 12:23-25, 28 ¢ Is 22:5 

8 ‘Now I will shortly pour out 
My wrath on you and spend My anger 
against you; judge you according to 
your ways and bring on you all your 
abominations. Is 42:25; Eze 9:8; 14:19; Na 1:6 

9 ‘My eye will show no pity nor 
will I spare. I will ‘repay you accord- 
ing to your ways, while your abomi- 
nations are in your midst; then you 
will know that I, the Lorp, do the 
smiting. Lit give 
10 ‘Behold, the day! Behold, it is 
coming! Your doom has gone forth; 
the 8rod has budded, arrogance has 
blossomed. Ps 89:32: Is 10:5 

11 ‘Violence has grown into a rod 
of ®wickedness. None of them shall 
remain, none of their people, none of 
their wealth, nor anything eminent 
among them. © Ps 73:8; 125:3; Is 59:6-8 * Zep 1:18 

12 ‘The time has come, the day 
has arrived. Let not the buyer rejoice 
nor the seller mourn; for wrath is 
against all their multitude. 

13 ‘Indeed, the seller will not ®re- 
gain 'what he sold as long as they 
both live; for the vision regarding all 
their multitude will not be averted, 
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nor will any of them maintain his life 
by his iniquity. Le 25:24-28, 31 

14 ‘They have blown the trumpet 
and made everything ready, but no 
one is going to the battle, for My 
wrath is against all their multitude. 

15 ‘The sword is outside and the 
plague and the famine are within. He 
who is in the field will die by the 
sword; famine and the plague will 
also consume those in the city. 

16 ‘Even when their survivors 
Rescape, they will be on the moun- 
tains like 8doves of the valleys, all of 
them mourning, each over his own in- 
iquity. Ez 9:15; Is 37:31; Eze 6:8; 14:22 ¢ Is 38:14 

17 ‘All hands will hang limp and 
all knees will become like water. 

18 ‘They will ®gird themselves 
with sackcloth and ®shuddering will 
overwhelm them; and shame will be 
on all faces and baldness on all their 
heads. | Is 15:3; Eze 27:31; Am 8:10 © Job 21:6; Ps 55:5 

19 ‘They will "fling their silver 
into the streets and their gold will be- 
come an abhorrent thing; their silver 
and their gold will not be able to de- 
liver them in the day of the wrath of 
the Lorp. They cannot satisfy their 
appetite nor can they fill their stom- 
achs, for their iniquity has become an 
occasion of stumbling. Is 2:20; 30:22 


The Temple Profaned 
20 ‘They transformed the beauty 
of His ornaments into pride, and ®they 
made the images of their abomina- 
tions and their detestable things with 
it; therefore I will make it an abhor- 
rent thing to them. Je 7:30 
21 ‘I will give it into the hands of 
the ®foreigners as plunder and to the 
wicked of the earth as spoil, and they 
will profane it. 2 Ki 24:13: Ps 74:2-8: Je 52:13 
22 ‘I will also turn My 8face from 
them, and they will profane My secret 
place; then robbers will enter and pro- 
fane it. Je 18:17; Eze 39:23, 24 
23 ‘Make the chain, for the land 
is full of Sbloody crimes and the city is 
full of violence. Je 27:2 © Eze 9:9; Ho 4:2 
24 ‘Therefore, I will bring the 
worst of the ®nations, and they will 
possess their houses. I will also make 
the ®pride of the strong ones cease, 
and their 8holy places will be pro- 
faned. Eze 21:31; 28:7 « Eze 33:28 © 2 Ch 7:20; Eze 24:21 
25 ‘When anguish comes, they 
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will seek ®peace, but there will be 
none. Eze 13:10, 16 

26 ‘RDisaster will come upon dis- 
aster and ®rumor will be added to 
rumor; then they will seek a ®vision 
from a prophet, but the law will be lost 
from the priest and counsel from the 
elders. Is 47:11; Je 4:20 © Eze 21:7 © Je 21:2; 37:17 

27 ‘The king will mourn, the 
prince will be 8clothed with horror, 
and the hands of the people of the 
land will tremble. According to their 
conduct I will deal with them, and by 
their judgments I will judge them. 
And they will know that I am the 
Lorb.’” Job 8:22; Ps 35:26; 109:18, 29; Eze 26:16 


Vision of Abominations in 
Jerusalem 

It came about in the sixth year, on 

the fifth day of the sixth month, as 
I was sitting in my house with the eld- 
ers of Judah sitting before me, that 
the hand of the Lord ™Gop fell on me 
there. Heb YHWH, usually rendered Lorp 

2 Then I looked, and behold, a 
likeness as the appearance of ‘a man; 
from His loins and downward there 
was the 8appearance of fire, and from 
His loins and upward the appearance 
of brightness, like the appearance Xof 
glowing metal. Lit fire ¢ Eze 1:27 ¢ Eze 1:4, 27 

3 He stretched out the form of a 
hand and caught me by a lock of my 
head; and the 8Spirit lifted me up be- 
tween earth and heaven and brought 
me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, 
to the entrance of the north gate of the 
inner court, where the seat of the idol 
of jealousy, which provokes to jeal- 
ousy, was located. Eze 3:12; 11:1 

4 And behold, the glory of the 
God of Israel was there, like the ap- 
pearance which I saw in the plain. 

5 Then He said to me, “Son of 
man, raise your eyes now toward the 
north.” So I raised my eyes toward the 
north, and behold, to the north of 
the altar gate was this ®idol of jealousy 
at the entrance. Ps 78:58; Je 7:30: 32:34: Eze 8:3 

6 And He said to me, “Son of 
man, do you see what they are doing, 
the great 8abominations which the 
house of Israel are committing here, 
so that I would be far from My sanc- 
tuary? But yet you will see still greater 
abominations.” 2 Ki 23:4, 5; Eze 5:11; 8:9, 17 

7 Then He brought me to the en- 
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trance of the court, and when I 
looked, behold, a hole in the wall. 

8 He said to me, “Son of man, 
now ®dig through the wall.” So I dug 
through the wall, and behold, an en- 
trance. Is 29:15 

9 And He said to me, “Go in and 
see the wicked abominations that 
they are committing here.” 

10 So I entered and looked, and 
behold, every form of creeping things 
and beasts and detestable things, with 
all the idols of the house of Israel, 
were carved on the wall all around. 

11 Standing in front of them were 
seventy elders of the house of Israel, 
with Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan 
standing among them, each man with 
his censer in his hand and the fra- 
grance of the cloud of incense rising. 

12 Then He said to me, “Son of 
man, do you see what the elders of the 
house of Israel are committing in the 
dark, each man in the room of his 
carved images? For they say, ‘The 
Lorp does not see us; the Lorp has 
forsaken the land.” Ps 14:1; Is 29:15; Eze 9:9 

13 And He said to me, “Yet you 
will see still greater abominations 
which they are committing.” 

14 Then He brought me to the en- 
trance of the "gate of the Lorp’s 
house which was toward the north; 
and behold, women were sitting there 
weeping for Tammuz. Eze 44:4; 46:9 

15 He said to me, “Do you see this, 
son of man? Yet you will see still 
greater abominations than these.” 

16 Then He brought me into the 
inner court of the Lorp’s house. And 
behold, at the entrance to the temple 
of the Lorp, between the porch and 
the altar, were about twenty-five men 
with their backs to the temple of the 
Lorp and their faces toward the east; 
and they were prostrating themselves 
eastward toward the sun. 

17 He said to me, “Do you see this, 
son of man? Is it too light a thing for 
the house of Judah to commit the 
abominations which they have com- 
mitted here, that they have filled the 
land with violence and provoked Me 
repeatedly? For behold, they are put- 
ting the twig to their nose. _ 

18 “Therefore, I indeed will deal in 
wrath. My eye will have no pity nor 
will I spare; and though they cry in 
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My ears with a loud voice, yet I will 
not listen to them.” 


The Vision of Slaughter 

Gg! hen He cried out in my hearing 
with a loud 8voice saying, “Draw 

near, 'O executioners of the city, each 

with his destroying weapon in his 

hand.” Is 6:8 ¢ Lit you who punish 

2 Behold, six men came from the 
direction of the upper gate which 
faces north, each with his shattering 
weapon in his hand; and among them 
was 8a certain man clothed in linen 
with a ‘writing case at his loins. And 
they went in and stood beside the 
bronze altar. Le 16:4 ¢ Or seribal inkhorn 

3 Then the 8glory of the God of 
Israel went up from the cherub on 
which it had been, to the threshold of 
the ‘temple. And He called to the man 
clothed in linen at whose loins was 
the writing case. Eze 10:4: 11:22, 23 « Lit house 

4 The Lorp said to him, “Go 
through the midst of the city, even 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and 
put a mark on the foreheads of the 
men who sigh and groan over all the 
abominations which are being com- 
mitted in its midst.” 

5 But to the others He said in my 
hearing, “Go through the city after 
him and strike; do not let your eye 
have pity and do not spare. 

6 “Utterly ®slay old men, young 
men, maidens, little children, and 
women, but do not 8touch any man on 
whom is the mark; and you shall start 
from My sanctuary.” So they started 
with the elders who were before the 
temple. 2. Ch 36:17 © Ex 12:23; Re 9:4 

7 And He said to them, “Defile 
the temple and fill the courts with the 
slain. Go out!” Thus they went out and 
struck down the people in the city. 

8 As they were striking the peo- 
ple and I alone was left, I ®fell on my 
face and cried out saying, “Alas, Lord 
Gop! Are You destroying the whole 
remnant of Israel by pouring out Your 
wrath on Jerusalem?” 1 Ch 21:16 

9 Then He said to me, “The iniq- 
uity of the house of Israel and Judah 
is very, very great, and the land is 
Rfjlled with blood and the city is full of 
perversion; for they say, ‘The Lorp 
has forsaken the land, and the Lorp 
does not see!’ 2 Ki 21:16; Je 2:34; Eze 7:23; 22:2, 3 
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10 “But as for Me, RMy eye will 
have no pity nor will I spare, but ®I 
will bring their conduct upon their 
heads.” Is 65:6; Eze 8:18; 24:14 ¢ Eze 7:4; 11:21; Ho 9:7 

11 Then behold, the man clothed 
in linen at whose loins was the 'writ- 
ing case 'reported, saying, “I have 
done just as You have commanded 
me.” Or inkhorn ¢ Lit brought back word 


Vision of God’s Glory Departing 
from the Temple 
Hy be I looked, and behold, in 
the kexpanse that was over the 
heads of the cherubim something like 
a ®sapphire stone, in appearance re- 
sembling a ®throne, appeared above 
them. Eze 1:22, 26 © Ex 24:10 « Re 4:2, 3 

2 And He spoke to the man 
clothed in linen and said, “Enter be- 
tween the whirling wheels under the 
cherubim and fill your hands with 
coals of fire from between the cheru- 
bim and scatter them over the city.” 
And he entered in my sight. 

3 Now the cherubim were stand- 
ing on the right side of the temple 
when the man entered, and the cloud 
filled the 8inner court. Eze 8:3, 16 

4 Then the ®glory of the Lorp 
went up from the cherub to the 
threshold of the temple, and the tem- 
ple was filled with the cloud and the 
court was filled with the brightness of 
the glory of the Lorp. Eze 9:3; 11:22, 23 

5 Moreover, the sound of the 
wings of the cherubim was heard as 
far as the outer court, like the voice of 
God Almighty when He speaks. 

6 It came about when He com- 
manded the man clothed in linen, say- 
ing, “Take fire from between the 
whirling wheels, from between the 
cherubim,” he entered and stood be- 
side a wheel. 

7 Then the cherub stretched out 
his hand from between the cherubim 
to the fire which was between the 
cherubim, took some and put it into 
the hands of the one clothed in linen, 
who took it and went out. 

8 The cherubim appeared to 
have the form of a man’s hand under 
their wings. 

9 Then I looked, and behold, 
Xfour wheels beside the cherubim, one 
wheel beside each cherub; and the 
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appearance of the wheels was like the 
gleam of a Tarshish stone. Eze 1:15-17 

10 As for their appearance, all 
four of them had the same likeness, 
as if one wheel were within another 
wheel. 

11 When they moved, they went in 
any of their four directions without 
turning as they went; but they fol- 
lowed in the direction which they 
faced, without turning as they went. 

12 Their whole body, their backs, 
their hands, their wings and the 
Rwheels were full of eyes all around, 
the wheels belonging to all four of 
them. Re 4:6, 8 © Eze 1:18 

13. The wheels were called in my 
hearing, the whirling wheels. 

14 And each one had four faces. 
The first face was the face of a 
cherub, the second face was the face 
of a man, the third the face of a lion, 
and the fourth the face of an eagle. 

15 Then the cherubim rose up. 
They are the 8living beings that I saw 
by the river Chebar. Eze 1:3,5 

16 Now when the cherubim 
moved, the wheels would go beside 
them; also when the cherubim lifted 
up their wings to rise from the 
ground, the wheels would not turn 
from beside them. 

17 When ‘'the cherubim ®stood 
still, the wheels would stand still; and 
when they rose up, the wheels would 
rise with them, for the spirit of the liv- 
ing beings was in them. | Lit they « Eze 1:21 

18 Then the glory of the Lorp de- 
parted from the threshold of the tem- 
ple and stood over the cherubim. 

19 When the cherubim departed, 
they lifted their wings and rose up 
from the earth in my sight with the 
wheels beside them; and they stood 
still at the entrance of the east gate of 
the Lorp’s house, and the glory of the 
God of Israel hovered over them. 

20 These are the living beings 
that I saw beneath the God of Israel 
by the river Chebar; so I knew that 
they were cherubim. Eze 1:5, 22, 26; 10:15 

21 Each one had four faces and 
each one four wings, and beneath 
their wings was the form of human 
hands. Eze 1:6, 8; 10:14; 41:18, 19 

22 As for the likeness of their 
faces, they were the same faces whose 
appearance I had seen by the river 
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Chebar. Each one went straight 
ahead. 


Evil Rulers to Be Judged 
Aevioreoves the Spirit lifted me up 
and brought me to the east gate 
of the Lorp’s house which faced east- 
ward. And behold, there were twenty- 
five men at the entrance of the gate, 
and among them I saw Jaazaniah son 
of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, 
leaders of the people. 

2 He said to me, “Son of man, 
these are the men who devise iniquity 
and give evil advice in this city, 

3 who say, ‘The time is not near 
to build houses. 'This city is the pot 
and we are the flesh.’ Or This is 

4 “Therefore, prophesy against 
them, son of man, prophesy!” Eze 3:4,17 

5 Then the Spirit of the Lorp fell 
upon me, and He said to me, “Say, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, “So you think, 
house of Israel, for 8I know your 
Rthoughts. Je 11:20; 17:10 * Eze 38:10 

6 “You have multiplied your 
Slain in this city, filling its streets with 
Tthem.” 1s 1:15; Eze 7:23; 22:2-6, 9, 12, 27 Lit the slain 

7 ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Your ®slain whom you have laid 
in the midst of the city are the flesh 
and this city is the pot; but I will bring 
you out of it. Eze 24:3-13; Mi 3:2, 3 

8 “You have ®feared a sword; so I 
will bring a sword upon you,” the 
Lord Gop declares. Pr 10:24; Is 66:4 

9 “And I will bring you out of the 
midst of the city and deliver you into 
the hands of strangers and "execute 
judgments against you. Eze 5:8; 16:41 

10 “You will fall by the sword. I 
will judge you to the border of Israel; 
so you shall know that I am the Lorp. 

11 “This city will ®not be a pot for 
you, nor will you be flesh in the midst 
of it, but I will judge you to the border 
of Israel. Eze 11:3, 7; 24:3, 6 

12. “Thus you will know that I am 
the Lorp; for you have not walked in 
My statutes nor have you executed 
My ordinances, but have acted ac- 
cording to the ordinances of the ®na- 
tions around you.”’” Eze 8:10, 14, 16 

13. Now it came about as I proph- 
esied, that Pelatiah son of Benaiah 
died. Then I fell on my face and cried 
out with a loud voice and said, “®Alas, 


EZEKIEL 11:25 


Lord Gop! Will You bring the remnant 
of Israel to a complete end?” Eze 9:8 


Promise of Restoration 

14 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

15 “Son of man, your brothers, 
your relatives, your fellow exiles and 
the whole house of Israel, all of them, 
are those to whom the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem have said, ‘Go far from the 
Lorp; this land has been given ®us as 
a possession.’ Eze 33:24 

16 “Therefore say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “Though I had removed 
them far away among the nations and 
though I had scattered them among 
the countries, yet I was a sanctuary 
for them a little while in the countries 
where they had gone.”’ 

17 “Therefore say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “I will gather you from 
the peoples and assemble you out of 
the countries among which you have 
been scattered, and I will give you the 
land of Israel.”’ 

18 “When they come there, they 
will remove all its detestable things 
and all its abominations from it. 

19 “And I will ®give them one 
heart, and put a new spirit within 
them. And | will take the heart of 
stone out of their flesh and give them 
a heart of flesh, Je 24:7; 32:39: Eze 18:31; 36:26 

20 that they may walk in My 
statutes and keep My ordinances and 
do them. Then they will be My peo- 
ple, and I shall be their God. — Eze 14:11 

21 “But as for those whose hearts 
go after their ®detestable things and 
abominations, I will ®bring their con- 
duct down on their heads,” declares 
the Lord Gob. Je 16:18; Eze 11:18 ¢ Eze 9:10; 16:43 

22 Then the cherubim &®lifted up 
their wings with the wheels beside 
them, and &the glory of the God of Is- 
rael hovered over them. Eze 10:19 « Eze 43:2 

23 The ®glory of the Lorp went up 
from the midst of the city and ®stood 
over the mountain which is east of the 
city. Eze 8:4 © Ze 14:4 

24 And the ®Spirit lifted me up 
and brought me in a vision by the 
Spirit of God to the exiles ‘in 
Chaldea. So the vision that I had seen 
left me. Eze 8:3: 11:1; 37:1; 2 Co 12:2-4 

25 Then I told the exiles all the 
things that the Lorp had shown me. 
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Ezekiel Prepares for Exile 
l ae the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

2 “Son of man, you live in the 
midst of the ®rebellious house, who 
have eyes to see but do not see, ears to 
hear but do not hear; for they are a re- 
bellious house. Ps 78:40: Is 1:23; Eze 2:7, 8 

3 “Therefore, son of man, pre- 
pare for yourself baggage for exile 
and go into exile by day in their sight; 
even go into exile from your place to 
another place in their sight. Perhaps 
they will ‘understand though they are 
a rebellious house. Or see that they are 

4 “Bring your baggage out by 
day in their sight, as baggage for 
exile. Then you will go out Fat evening 
in their sight, as those going into 
exile. 2 Ki 25:4; Je 39:4; Eze 12:12 

5 “Dig a hole through the wall in 
their sight and go out through it. 

6 “Load the baggage on your 
shoulder in their sight and carry it out 
in the dark. You shall ®cover your face 
so that you cannot see the land, for I 
have set you as a sign to the house of 
Israel.” 1 Sa 28:8; Eze 12:12, 13 

7 I 8did so, as I had been com- 
manded. By day I brought out my 
baggage like the baggage of an exile. 
Then in the evening I dug through the 
wall with my hands; I went out in the 
dark and carried the baggage on my 
shoulder in their sight. — Eze 24:18; 37:7, 10 

8 In the morning the word of the 
Lorp came to me, saying, 

9 “Son of man, has not the house 
of Israel, the 8rebellious house, said to 
you, ‘What are you doing?’ Eze 2:5-8; 12:1-3 

10 “Say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “This burden concerns the 
prince in Jerusalem as well as all the 
house of Israel who are in it.”’ 

11 “Say, ‘I am a sign to you. As I 
have done, so it will be done to them; 
they will go into exile, into captivity.’ 

12 “The 8prince who is among 
them will load his baggage on his 
shoulder in the dark and go out. They 
will dig a hole through the wall to 
bring it out. He will cover his face so 
inte he can not see the land with his 

2 Ki 25:4; Je 39:4; 52:7; Eze 12:6 

73 “T will also spread My &net over 
him, and he will be caught in My 
snare. And | will bring him to Babylon 
in the land of the Chaldeans; yet he 
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will not see it, though he will die 
there. Is 24:17, 18; Eze 17:20; 19:8; Ho 7:12 

14 “I will 8scatter to every wind all 
who are around him, his helpers and 
all his troops; and I will draw out a 
sword after them. 2 Ki 25:4, 5; Eze 5:2; 17:21 

15 “So they will know that I am 
the Lorp when I scatter them among 
the nations and spread them among 
the countries. Eze 6:7, 14; 12:16, 20 

16 “But I will spare a few of them 
from the sword, the famine and the 
pestilence that they may tell all their 
abominations among the nations 
where they go, and may know that I 
am the Lorpb.” Eze 7:15; 14:21 Je 22:8, 9 

17 Moreover, the word of the Lorp 
came to me Saying, 

18 “Son of man, 8eat your bread 
with trembling and drink your water 
with quivering and anxiety. La 5:9; Eze 4:16 

19 “Then say to the people of the 
land, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop con- 
cerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
in the land of Israel, “They will eat 
their bread with anxiety and drink 
their water with horror, because their 
land will be ®stripped of its fullness 
on account of the violence of all who 
live i in it. Je 10:22; Eze 6:6, 7,14; Mi 7:13; Ze 7:14 

20 “The inhabited ®cities will be 
laid waste and the land will be a des- 
olation. So you will know that I am 
the Lorpb.”’” Is 3:26; Jé 4:7; Eze 5:14 

21 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

22 “Son of man, what is this 
proverb you people have concerning 
the land of Israel, saying, ‘The days 
are long and every vision fails’? 

23 “Therefore say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop, “I will make this 
proverb cease so that they will no 
longer use it as a proverb in Israel.” 
But tell them, ““The days draw near 
as well as the ‘fulfillment of every vi- 
sion. Ps 37:13; Joel 2:1; Zep 1:14 ¢ Lit word 

24 “For there will no longer be 
“any false vision or flattering div- 
ination within the house of Israel. 

25 “For I the Lorp will speak, and 
whatever word I speak will be per- 
formed. It will no longer be delayed, 
for in ®your days, O rebellious house, 
I will speak the word and perform it, » 
declares the Lord Gopb,’” Je 16:9; Hab 1:5 


Y 12:24-95 
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26 Furthermore, the word of the 
Lorp came to me, saying, 

27 “Son of man, behold, the house 
of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he 
sees is for many years from now, and 
he prophesies of times far off,’ 

28 “Therefore say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop, “None of My 
words will be delayed any longer. 
Whatever word I speak will be per- 
formed,”’” declares the Lord Gop. 


False Prophets Condemned 
Then the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, 
2 “Son of man, prophesy against 
the Epbophee of Israel who prophesy, 
and say to those who prophesy from 


- their own inspiration, ‘Listen to the 


word of the Lorp! ts 9:15; Je 37:19; Eze 22:25, 28 
3 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Woe 
to the foolish prophets who are fol- 
lowing their own spirit and have seen 
nothing. La 2:14; Ho 9:7; Ze 11:15 
4 “O Israel, your prophets have 
been like foxes among ruins. 

5 “You have not gone up into the 
breaches, nor did you build the wall 
around the house of Israel'to stand in 
the battle on the day of the Lorp. 

6 “They see ®falsehood and lying 
divination who are saying, ‘The Lorp 
declares, when the Lorp has not sent 
them; yet they hope for the fulfillment 
of their word. Je 29:8; Eze 22:28 

7 “RDid you not see a false vision 
and speak a lying divination when 
you said, ‘The Lorp declares,’ but it is 
not I who have spoken?”’” Eze 22:28 

8 Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Because you have spoken 
Tfalsehood and seen.a lie, therefore 
behold, 8I am against you,” declares 
the Lord Gob. © Lit vanity ¢ Eze 5:8; 21:3; Na 2:13 

9 “So My hand will be against 
the ®prophets who see false visions 
and utter lying divinations. They will 
Thave no place in the council of My 
people, nor will they be written down 
in the register of the house of Israel, 
nor will they enter the land of Israel, 
ame you may know that I am the Lord 

Je 20:3-6; 28:15-17 © Lit not be in 

“10 “It is definitely because they 

have misled My people by saying, 

‘Peace!’ when there is no peace. And 

when anyone builds a wall, behold, 
they plaster it over with whitewash; 
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11 so tell those who plaster it over 
with whitewash, that it will fall: A 
Rflooding rain will come, and you, O 
hailstones, will fall; and a violent 
wind will break out. Eze 38:22 

12 “Behold, when the wall ‘has 
fallen, will you not be asked, ‘Where 
is the plaster with which you plas- 
tered it?’” 

13 Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, “I will make a violent wind 
break out in My wrath. There will also 
be in My anger a flooding rain and 
hailstones to consume it in wrath. 

14 “So I will tear down the wall 
which you plastered over with white- 
wash and bring it down to the ground, 
so that its foundation is laid bare; 
and when it falls, you will be con- 
sumed in its midst. And you will know 
that I am the Lorp. Mi 1:6; Hab 3:13 

15 “Thus I will spend My wrath on 
the wall and on those who have plas- 
tered it over with whitewash; and I 
will say to you, ‘The wall Tis gone. and 
its plasterers are gone, © Litisnot...are not 

16 along with the prophets of Is- 
rael who prophesy to Jerusalem, and 
who see visions of peace for her 
when there is ®no peace,’ declares the 
Lord Gop. Je 6:14; 8:11; Eze 13:10 © Is 57:21 

17 “Now you, son of man, set your 
face against the daughters of your 
people who are ®prophesying from 
their own inspiration. Prophesy 
against them — Ju 4:4; 2 Ki 22:14; Lk 2:36; Ac 21:9 

18 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Woe to the women who sew 
magic bands on all wrists and make 
veils for the heads of persons of every 
stature to Shunt down ‘lives! Will you 
hunt down the lives of My people, but 
preserve the lives of others for your- 
selves? 2 Pe 2:14 © Or souls 

19 “RFor handfuls of barley and 
fragments of bread, you have pro- 
faned Me to My people to put to death 
some who should not die and to keep 
others alive who should not live, by 
your lying to My people who listen to 
lies.”’” Pr 28:21; Mi 8:5 © Je 23:14, 17 

20 Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Behold, I am against your 
magic bands by which you hunt "lives 
there as "birds and I will tear them 
from your arms; and I will let them go, 
even those lives whom you hunt as 
birds. Lit souls ¢ Or flying ones 
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21 “I will also tear off your veils 
and Rdeliver My people from your 
hands, and they will no longer be in 
your hands to be hunted; and you will 
know thatI amthe LoRD. Ps 91:3; 124:7 

22 “Because you disheartened the 
righteous with falsehood when I did 
not cause him grief, but have encour- 
aged the wicked not to turn from his 
wicked way and preserve his life, 

23 therefore, you women will no 
longer see false visions or practice 
divination, and I will deliver My peo- 
ple out of your hand. Thus you will 
Rknow that Iam the Lorb.” — Eze 13:9, 21 


Idolatrous Elders Condemned 
Then some Relders of Israel 
came to me and &sat down be- 

fore Me. 2 Ki 6:32; Eze 8:1; 20:1 © Is 29:13; Eze 33:31, 32 

2 And the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

3 “Son of man, these men have 
set up their idols in their hearts and 
have put right before their faces the 
stumbling block of their iniquity. 
Should I be consulted by them at all? 

4 “Therefore speak to them and 
tell them, “Thus says the Lord ‘Gop, 
“Any man of the house of Israel who 
sets up his idols in his heart, puts 
right before his face the stumbling 
block of his iniquity, and then comes 
to the prophet, I the Lorp will be 
brought to give him an answer in 'the 
matter in view of the ®multitude of his 
idols, Lit it © 1 Ki 21:20-24; 2 Ki 1:16; Is 66:4 

5 in order to lay hold of ®the 
hearts of the house of Israel who are 
Restranged from Me through all their 
idols.”’ Je 17:10; Ze 7:12 © Is 1:4; Je 2:11; Ze 11:8 

6 “Therefore say to the house of 
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Re- 
pent and turn away from your idols 
and turn your faces away from all 
your abominations. Eze 8:6; 14:4 

7 “For anyone of the house of Is- 
rael or of the immigrants who stay in 
Israel who separates himself from Me, 
sets up his idols in his heart, puts 
right before his face the stumbling 
block of his iniquity, and then comes 
to the prophet to inquire of Me for 
himself, §I the Lorp will be brought to 
answer him in My own person. Eze 14:4 

8 “I will ®set My face against that 
man and make him a sign and a 
proverb, and I will cut him off from 
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among My people. So you will know 
that Iam the Lorp. Je 44:11; Eze 15:7 
9 “But if the prophet is ‘prevailed 
upon to speak a word, it is I, the Lorp, 
who have prevailed upon _ that 
prophet, and I will stretch out My 
hand against him and destroy him 
from among My people Israel. or enticea 
10 “They will bear the punish- 
ment of their iniquity; as the iniquity 
of the inquirer is, so the iniquity of the 
prophet will be, 
1i inorder that the house of Israel 
may no longer ®stray from Me and no 
longer defile themselves with all their 
transgressions. Thus they will be My 
people, and I shall be their God,”’ de- 
clares the Lord Gop.” Eze 44:10, 15; 48:11 


The City Will Not Be Spared 

12 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me Saying, 

13 “Son of man, if a country sins 
against Me by committing unfaithful- 
ness, and I stretch out My hand 
against it, destroy its supply of bread, 
send famine against it and cut off 
from it both man and beast, 

14 even though these three men, 
Noah, Daniel and ®Job were in its 
midst, by their own righteousness 
they could only deliver themselves,” 
declares the Lord Gop. Job 1:1,5; 42:8,9 

15 “If I were to cause wild beasts 
to pass through the land and they 'de- 
populated it, and it became desolate 
so that no one would pass through it 
because of the beasts, Lit bereave of children 

16 though these three men were 
in its midst, as I live,” declares the 
Lord Gop, “they could not deliver ei- 
ther their sons or their daughters. 
They alone would be delivered, but 
the country would be desolate. 

17 “Or if I should bring a sword on 
that country and say, ‘Let the sword 
pass through the country and cut off 
man and beast from it, 

18 even though these three men 
were in its midst, as I live,” declares 
the Lord Gon, “they could not deliver 
either their sons or their daughters, 
but they alone would be delivered. 

19 “Or if I should send a ®plague 
against that country and pour out My 
wrath in blood on it to cut off man 
and beast from it, Je 14:12; Eze 5:12; 14:21 

20 even though Noah, Daniel and 
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Job were in its midst, as I live,” de- 
clares the Lord Gop, “they could not 
deliver either their son or their 
daughter. They would deliver only 
themselves by their righteousness.” 
_21 For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“How much more when &I send My 
four ‘severe judgments against 
Jerusalem: sword, famine, wild beasts 
and plague to cut off man and beast 
from it! Eze 5:17; 33:27; Am 4:6-10; Re 6:8 ® Lit evil 

22 “Yet, behold, ‘survivors will be 
left in it who will be brought out, both 
sons and daughters. Behold, they are 
going to come forth to you and you 
will see their conduct and actions; 
then you will be comforted for the 
calamity which I have brought 
against Jerusalem for everything 
which I have brought upon it. 

23 “Then they will comfort you 
when you see their conduct and ac- 
tions, for you will know that I have 
not done 8in vain whatever I did "to 
it,” declares the Lord Gop. Je 22:8, 9 
Jerusalem like a Useless Vine 
l Then the word of the Lorp came 

to me, saying, 

2 “Son of man, how is the wood 
of the ®vine better than any wood of a 
branch which is among the trees of 
the forest? Ps 80:8-16; Is 5:1-7; Ho 10:1 

3 “Can wood be taken from it to 
make ‘anything, or can men take a 
peg from it on which to hang any ves- 
sel? Lit a work 

4 “TIf it has been put into the "fire 
for fuel, and the fire has consumed 
both of its ends and its middle part 
has been charred, is it then useful for 
anything? Or Behold « Is 27:11; Eze 15:6; 19:14 

5 “Behold, while it is intact, it is 
not made into anything. How much 
less, when the fire has consumed it 
and it is charred, can it still be made 
into Tanything! Lit a work © Lit a work 

6 “Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘As the wood of the vine among 
the trees of the forest, which I have 
given to the fire for fuel, so have I 
given up the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

7 and I ®set My face against 
them. Though they have come out 
of the fire, yet the fire will consume 
them. Then you will know that I 
am the Lorp, when I set My face 
against them. Le 26:17; Ps 34:16; Je 21:10; Eze 14:8 
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8 “Thus I will make the land des- 
olate, because they have acted un- 
faithfully,” declares the Lord Gop. 


God’s Grace to Unfaithful 
Jerusalem 
l Gite the word of the Lorp came 

Uto me, saying, 

2 “Son of man, make known to 
Jerusalem her abominations 

3 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Gop to Jerusalem, “Your origin and 
your birth are from the land of the 
Canaanite, your father was an Amor- 
ite and your mother a Hittite. 

4 “As for your birth, Son the day 
you were born your navel cord was 
not cut, nor were you washed with 
water for cleansing; you were not 
rubbed with salt or even wrapped in 
cloths. Ho 2:3 

5 “No eye looked with pity on 
you to do any of these things for you, 
to have compassion on you. Rather 
you were thrown out into the 8open 
field, for you were abhorred on the 
day you were born. De 32:10 

6 “When I passed by you and 
saw you squirming in your blood, I 
said to you while you were in your 
blood, ‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you while 
you were in your blood, ‘Live!’ 

7 “I Rmade you numerous like 
plants of the field. Then you grew up, 
became tall and reached the age for 
fine ornaments; your breasts were 
formed and your hair had grown. Yet 
you were naked and bare. Ex1:7; De 1:10 

8 “Then I passed by you and saw 
you, and behold, you were at the time 
for love; so I spread My skirt over you 
and covered your nakedness. I also 
swore to you and entered into a 
covenant with you so that you became 
Mine,” declares the Lord Gop. 

9 “Then I bathed you with water, 
washed off your blood from you and 
Ranointed you with oil. Ru 3:3 

10 “I also clothed you with em- 
broidered cloth and put sandals of 
porpoise skin on your feet; and I 
wrapped you with fine linen and cov- 
ered you with silk. 

11 “I adorned you with orna- 
ments, put bracelets on your hands 
and a necklace around your neck. 

12 “I also put a 8ring in your nos- 
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tril, earrings in your ears and a beau- 
tiful crown on your head. Ge 24:47; Is 3:21 

13 “Thus you were adorned with 
gold and silver, and your dress was of 
fine linen, silk and embroidered cloth. 
You ate fine flour, honey and oil; so 
you were exceedingly beautiful and 
advanced to ®royalty. 1 Sa 10:1; 1 Ki 4:21 

14 “Then your fame went forth 
among the nations on account of your 
beauty, for it was perfect because of 
My splendor which I bestowed on 
you,” declares the Lord Gop. 1 ki 10:1, 24 

15 “But you trusted in your 
beauty and played the harlot because 
of your fame, and you poured out 
your harlotries on every passer-by 
who might be willing. Eze 16:25; 27:3 

16 “You took some of your 
clothes, made for yourself high places 
of various colors and played the har- 
lot on them, ‘which should never 
come about nor happen. 

17 “You also took your beautiful 
jewels made of My gold and of My 
silver, which I had given you, and 
made for yourself male images 
that you might play the harlot with 
them. 

18 “Then you took your embroi- 
dered cloth and covered them, and of- 
fered My oil and My incense before 
them. 

19 “Also My bread which I gave 
you, fine flour, oil and honey with 
which I fed you, you would offer be- 
fore them for a soothing aroma; so it 
happened,” declares the Lord Gop. 

20 “Moreover, you took your sons 
and daughters whom you had borne 
to Me and sacrificed them to idols to 
be devoured. Were your harlotries so 
small a matter? Ex 13:2, 12; De 29:11, 12 

21 “You slaughtered ®My children 
and offered them up to ‘idols by 
®causing them to pass through the 
fire. Ex 13:2 © Lit them © 2 Ki 17:17; Je 19:5 

22 “Besides all your abominations 
and harlotries you did not remember 
the days of ®your youth, when you 
were naked and bare and squirming 
in your blood. Je 2:2 

23 “Then it came about after all 
your wickedness (‘Woe, woe to you!’ 
declares the Lord Gop), 

24 that you built yourself a ®shrine 
and made yourself a ®high place in 
every Square. Je 11:13; Eze 16:31, 39; 20:28, 29 
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25 “You built yourself a high place 
at the top of every street and made 
your beauty abominable, and you 
spread your legs to every passer-by to 
multiply your harlotry. Pr 9:14 

26 “You also played the harlot 
with the Egyptians, your ‘lustful 
neighbors, and multiplied your har- 
lotry to make Me angry. _ Lit great of flesh 

27 “Behold now, I have stretched 
out My hand against you and dimin- 
ished your rations. And I delivered 
you up to the desire of those who hate 
you, the ®daughters of the Philistines, 
who are ashamed of your lewd con- 
duct. Is 9:12; Eze 16:57 

28 “Moreover, you played the har- 
lot with the Assyrians because you 
were not satisfied; you played the har- 
Ae gta them and still were not satis- 

ied. 

29 “You also multiplied your har- 
lotry with the land of merchants, 
Chaldea, yet even with this you were 
not satisfied.”’” 

30 “How languishing is your 
heart,” declares the Lord Gop, “while 
you do all these things, the actions of 
a 'Rbold-faced harlot. pr 9:13; Is 1:3; Je 4:22 

31 “When you built your shrine at 
the beginning of every street and 
made your high place in every square, 
in ®disdaining money, you were not 
like a harlot. Is 52:3 

32 “You adulteress wife, who 
takes strangers instead of her hus- 
band! 

33 “TMen give gifts to all harlots, 
but you ®give your gifts to all your 
lovers to bribe them to come to you 
from every direction for your har- 
lotries. Lit They ¢ Is 57:9; Eze 16:41; Ho 8:9, 10 

34 “Thus you are different from 
those women in your harlotries, in 
that no one plays the harlot Tas you 
do, because you give money and no 
money is given you; thus you are dif- 
ferent.” Lit after you 

35 Therefore, O harlot, hear the 
word of the Lorp. 

36 Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
cause your lewdness was poured out 
and your nakedness uncovered 
through your harlotries with your 
lovers and with all your detestable 
idols, and because of the blood of your 
sons which you gave to Tidols, Lit them 

37 therefore, behold, I will gather 
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all your lovers with whom you took 
pleasure, even all those whom you 
loved and all those whom you &hated. 
So I will gather them against you 
from every direction and expose your 
nakedness to them that they may see 
all your nakedness. Eze 23:17, 28 

38 “Thus I will judge you like 
women who commit adultery or shed 
blood are judged; and IJ will bring on 
you the blood of wrath and jealousy. 

39 “I will also give you into the 
hands of your lovers, and they will 
tear down your shrines, demolish 
your high places, strip you of your 
clothing, take away your jewels, and 
will leave you naked and bare. 

40 “They will incite a ®crowd 
against you and they will stone you 
and cut you to pieces with their 
swords. Eze 23:47; Hab 1:6-10 

4] “They will 8burn your houses 
with fire and execute judgments on 
you in the sight of many women. Then 
I will §stop you from playing the har- 
lot, and you will also no longer pay 
your lovers. — 2. Ki 25:9; Je 39:8; 52:13 « Eze 23:48 

42 “Sol will calm My fury against 
you and My jealousy will depart from 
you, and I will be pacified and angry 
no more. 

43 “Because you have not remem- 
bered the days of your youth but have 
Renraged Me by all these things, be- 
hold, I in turn will bring your conduct 
down on your own head,” declares the 
Lord Gop, “so that you will not com- 
mit this lewdness on top of all your 
other abominations. Is 63:10; Eze 6:9 

44 “Behold, everyone who quotes 
Rproverbs will quote this proverb con- 
cerning you, saying, ‘Like mother, like 
daughter.’ 1 Sa 24:13; Eze 12:22, 23; 18:2, 3 

45 “You are the daughter of your 
mother, who loathed her husband and 
children. You are also the sister of 
your sisters, who loathed their hus- 
bands and children. Your mother was 
a Hittite and your father an Amorite. 

46 “Now your older sister is 
Samaria, who lives north of you with 
her daughters; and your younger sis- 
ter, who lives south of you, is Sodom 
with her daughters. Je 3:8-11; Eze 23:4 

47 “Yet you have not merely 
walked in their ways or done accord- 
ing to their abominations; but, as if 
that were 8too little, you acted Rmore 
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corruptly in all your conduct than 
they. 1 Ki 16:31 © 2 Ki 21:9; Eze 5:6; 16:48, 51 

18 “As I live,” declares the Lord 
Gop, “Sodom, your sister and her 
daughters have not done as you and 
your daughters have done. 

49 “Behold, this was the guilt of 
your sister Sodom: she and her 
daughters had arrogance, abundant 
food and careless ease, but she did 
not help the poor and needy. 

50 “Thus they were haughty and 
committed abominations before Me. 
Therefore I 8removed them when I 
Saw igh, Ge 13:13; 18:20; 19:5 ¢ Ge 19:24, 25 

51 “Furthermore, Samaria did not 
commit half of your sins, for you have 
multiplied your abominations more 
than they. Thus you have made your 
sisters appear "righteous by all your 
abominations which you have com- 
mitted. Je 3:8-11 

52 “Also bear your disgrace in that 
you have made judgment favorable 
for your sisters. Because of your sins 
in which you acted more abominably 
than they, they are more in the right 
than you. Yes, be also ashamed and 
bear your disgrace, in that you made 
your sisters appear righteous. 

53 “Nevertheless, I will restore 
their captivity, the captivity of Sodom 
and her daughters, the captivity of 
Samaria and her daughters, and 
along with them your own captivity, 

54 in order that you may bear 
your humiliation and feel ashamed 
for all that you have done when you 
become a consolation to them. — Je2:26 

55 “Your sisters, Sodom with her 
daughters and Samaria with her 
daughters, will return to their former 
state, and you with your daughters 
will also return to your former state. 

56 “As the name of your sister 
Sodom was not heard from your lips 
in your day of pride, 

57 before your wickedness was 
uncovered, 'so now you have become 
the reproach of the daughters of 
Edom and of all who are around her, 
of the daughters of the Philistines— 
ea surrounding you who despise 

Eze 16:36, 37 © Lit as at the time of 

O58 “You have ®borne the penalty 
of your lewdness and abominations,” 
the Lorp declares. Eze 23:49 

59 For thus says the Lord Gop, “I 
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will also do with you as you have 
done, you who have despised the oath 
by breaking the covenant. 


The Covenant Remembered 

60 “Nevertheless, I will remember 
My covenant with you in the days of 
your youth, and I will establish an 
everlasting covenant with you. 

61 “Then you will "remember 
your ways and be ashamed when you 
receive your sisters, both your older 
and your younger; and | will give 
them to you as daughters, but not be- 
cause of your covenant. Je 50:4,5; Eze 6:9 

62 “Thus I will establish My 
covenant with you, and you shall 
know that I am the Lorp, 

63 so that you may remember 
and be ashamed and never open your 
mouth anymore because of your hu- 
miliation, when I have forgiven you 
for all that you have done,” the Lord 
Gop declares. Eze 36:31, 32; Da 9:7, 8 


Parable of Two Eagles and 
a Vine 
pti the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, 

2 “Son of man, propound a riddle 
and speak a ®parable to the house of 
Israel, Eze 20:49; 24:3 

3 saying, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Gop, “A great eagle with ®great 
wings, long pinions and a full 
plumage of many colors came to 
Lebanon and took away the top of the 
cedar. Je 48:40; Eze 17:12; Ho 8:1 © Da 4:22 

4 “He plucked off the topmost of 
its young twigs and brought it to a 
land of merchants; he set it in a city of 
traders. 

5 “He also took some of the seed 
of the land and planted it in fertile 
soil. He placed it beside abundant wa- 
ters; he set it like a willow. Is 44:4 

6 “Then it sprouted and became 
a low, spreading vine with its 
branches turned toward him, but its 
roots remained under it. So it became 
a vine and yielded shoots and sent out 
branches. 

7 “But there was another great 
eagle with great wings and much 
plumage; and behold, this vine bent 
its roots toward him and sent out its 
branches toward him from the beds 
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where it was planted, that he might 
water it. Eze 31:4 
8 “It was planted in good Tsoil 
beside abundant waters, that it might 
yield branches and bear fruit and be- 
come a splendid vine.”’ Lit field 
9 “Say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its 
roots and cut off its fruit, so that it 
withers—so that all its sprouting 
leaves wither? And neither by great 
Tstrength nor by many people can it 
be raised from its roots again. Lit arm 
10 “Behold, though it is planted, 
will it thrive? Will it not .completely 
wither as soon as the east wind 
strikes it—wither on the beds where it 
grew?”’” Eze 19:14; Ho 13:15 


Zedekiah’s Rebellion 

11 Moreover, the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

12 “Say now to the &rebellious 
house, ‘Do you not know what these 
things mean?’ Say, ‘Behold, the king 
of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took 
its king and princes and brought them 
to him in Babylon. Eze 2:3-5 « Eze 12:9-11; 24:19 

13 ‘He took one of the royal 
Rfamily and made a covenant with 
him, putting him under ®oath. He 
also took away the ®mighty of the 
land, 2 ki 24:17; Eze 17:5 ¢ 2 Ch 36:13 © 2 Ki 24:15, 16 

14 that the kingdom might ®be Tin 
subjection, not exalting itself, but 
keeping his covenant that it might 
continue. Eze 29:14 « Lit low 

15 ‘But he rebelled against him by 
sending his envoys to Egypt that they 
might give him horses and many 
troops. Will he succeed? Will he who 
does such things escape? Can he in- 
deed break the covenant and escape? 

16 ‘As I live, declares the Lord 
Gop, ‘Surely in the country of the 
king who put him on the throne, 
whose oath he ®despised and whose 
covenant he broke, in Babylon he 
shall die. 2 Ki 24:17, 20; Eze 16:59; 17:13, 18, 19 

17 ‘Pharaoh with his mighty 
army and great company will not help 
him in the war, when they cast up 
ramps and build siege walls to cut off 
many lives. Is 36:6; Je 37:5, 7; Eze 29:6, 7 

18 ‘Now he despised the oath by 
breaking the covenant, and behold, he 
pledged his allegiance, yet did all 
these things; he shall not escape.’” 
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19. Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, “As I live, surely My oath which 
he despised and My covenant which 
he broke, I will inflict on his head. 

20 “I will spread My net over him, 
and he will be caught in My snare. 
Then I will bring him to Babylon and 
enter into judgment with him there re- 
garding the unfaithful act which he 
has committed against Me. 

21 “All the choice men in all his 
troops will fall by the sword, and the 
survivors will be scattered to every 
wind; and you will know that I, the 
Lorb, have spoken.” 

22 Thus says the Lord Gop, “I will 
also take a sprig from the lofty top of 
the cedar and set it out; I will pluck 
from the topmost of its young twigs a 
tender one and [| will plant it on a high 
and lofty mountain. 

23 “On the high mountain of Is- 
rael I will plant it, that it may bring 
forth boughs and bear fruit and be- 
come a stately cedar. And birds of 
every kind will nest under it; they will 
Tnest in the shade of its branches. 

24 “All the 8trees of the field will 
know that I am the Lorp; I bring 
down the high tree, exalt the low tree, 
dry up the green tree and make the 
dry tree flourish. I am the Lorp; I have 
spoken, and I will perform it.” 


God Deals Justly with 

Individuals 

l be Yas the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

2 <RWhat do you mean by using 
this proverb concerning the land of Is- 
rael, saying, 

‘The fathers eat the sour 
grapes, 

But the children’s teeth are set 
on edge’? Is 3:15 © Je 31:29; La 5:7 

3 “As I live,” declares the Lord 
Gop, “you are surely not going to use 
this proverb in Israel anymore. 

4 “Behold, 8all souls are Mine; 
the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is Mine. The soul who 
sins will die. Nu 16:22; 27:16; Is 42:5; 57:16 

5 “But if a man is righteous and 
practices justice and righteousness, 

6 and does not eat at the moun- 
tain shrines or lift up his eyes to the 
idols of the house of Israel, or ®defile 
his neighbor’s wife or approach a 
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woman during her menstrual pe- 
riod— Eze 6:13; 18:15; 22:9 ¢ Eze 18:15; 22:11 

7 if aman does not oppress any- 
one, but restores to the debtor his 
pledge, does not commit robbery, but 
gives his bread to the hungry and cov- 
ers the naked with clothing, 

8 if he does not lend money on 
interest or take increase, if he keeps 
his hand from iniquity and executes 
true justice between man and man, 

9 if he walks in 8My statutes and 
My ordinances so as to deal faith- 
fully—he is righteous and will surely 
live,” declares the Lord Gop. Le 18:5 

10 “Then he may Thave a violent 
son who sheds blood and who does 
any of these things to a brothertit beget 

11 (though he himself did not do 
any of these things), that is, he even 
eats at the mountain shrines, and ®de- 
files his neighbor’s wife, 1 Co 6:9 

12 oppresses the poor and 
needy,8commits robbery, does not re- 
store a pledge, but lifts up his eyes to 
the idols and commits abomination, 

13 he 8lends money on interest 
and takes increase; will he live? He 
will not live! He has committed all 
these abominations, he will surely be 
put to death; his ®blood will be Ton his 
own head. Ex 22:25 © Eze 33:4,5 © Lit onhim 

14 “Now behold, he has a son who 
has observed all his father’s sins 
which he committed, and 8observing 
does not do likewise. 2. Ch 29:6-10; 34:21 

15 “He does not eat at the moun- 
tain shrines or lift up his eyes to the 
idols of the house of Israel, or defile 
his neighbor’s wife, 

16 or oppress anyone, or retain a 
pledge, or commit robbery, but he 
gives his bread to the hungry and cov- 
ers the naked with clothing, 

17 he keeps his hand from the 
poor, does not take interest or in- 
crease, but executes My ordinances, 
and walks in My statutes; ®he will not 
die for his father’s iniquity, he will 
surely live. Ro 2:7 

18 “As for his father, because he 
practiced extortion, robbed his 
brother and did what was not good 
among his people, behold, he will die 
for his iniquity. 

19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should the 
son not bear the punishment for the 
father’s iniquity?’ When the son has 
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practiced justice and righteousness 
and has observed all My statutes and 
done them, he shall surely live. 

20 “The person who Bsins will die. 
The son will not bear the punishment 
for the father’s iniquity, nor will the 
father bear the punishment for the 
son’s iniquity; the righteousness of 
the righteous will be upon himself, 
and the wickedness of the wicked will 
be upon himself. — 2 Ki 14:6; 22:18-20; Eze 18:4 

21 “But if the }wicked man turns 
from all his sins which he has com- 
mitted and observes all My statutes 
and practices justice and righteous- 
ness, he shall surely live; he shall not 
die. Eze 18:27, 28; 33:12, 19 

22 “All his transgressions which 
he has committed will not be remem- 
bered against him; because of his 
Rrighteousness which he has prac- 
ticed, he will live. Ps 18:20-24 

23 “Do I have any pleasure in the 
death of the wicked,” declares the 
Lord Gop, “rather than that he should 
turn from his ways and live? 

24 “But when a righteous man 
turns away from his righteousness, 
commits iniquity and does according 
to all the abominations that a wicked 
man does, will he live? All his right- 
eous deeds which he has done will not 
be remembered for his ®treachery 
which he has committed and his sin 
which he has committed; for them he 
will die. Pr 21:16; Eze 17:20; 20:27 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not right.’ Hear now, O house 
of Israel! Is My way not right? Is it not 
your ways that are not right? 

26 “When a righteous man turns 
away from his righteousness, com- 
mits iniquity and dies because of it, 
for his iniquity which he has commit- 
ted he will die. 

27 “Again, when a wicked man 
turns away ®from his wickedness 
which he has committed and prac- 
tices justice and righteousness, he will 
save his life. Is 1:18; 55:7 

28 “Because he considered and 
turned away from all his transgres- 
sions which he had committed, he 
shall surely live; he shall not die. 

29 “But the house of Israel says, 
‘The way of the Lord is not right.’ Are 
My ways not right, O house of Israel? 
Is it not your ways that are not right? 


930 


30 “Therefore I will judge you, O 
house of Israel, each according to his 
conduct,” declares the Lord Gop. “Re- 
pent and turn away from all your 
transgressions, so that iniquity may 
not become a stumbling block to you. 

31 “RCast away from you all your 
transgressions which you have com- 
mitted and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! For why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 1s 1:16, 17; 55:7 

32 “For I have 8no pleasure in the 
death of anyone who dies,” declares 
the Lord Gop. “Therefore, repent and 
live.” Eze 18:23; 33:11 


Lament for the Princes of 
Israel 
19:3: for you, take up a lamenta- 
tion for the princes of Israel 
2 and Say, 
‘What was your mother? 
A lioness among lions! 
She lay down among young 
lions, 
She reared her cubs. 
3 ‘When she brought up one of 
her cubs, 
He became a lion, 
And he learned to tear his 
prey; 
He devoured men. 
4 ‘Then nations heard about 
him; 
He was captured in their pit, 
And they brought him with 
hooks 
To the land of Egypt. 
5 ‘When she saw, as she waited, 
That her hope was lost, 
She took another of her cubs 
And made him a young lion. 
6 ‘And he ®walked about among 
the lions; 
He became a young lion, 
He learned to tear his prey; 
He devoured men. 2 ki24:9;2 ch 369 
7 ‘He ‘destroyed their fortified 
towers 
And laid waste their cities; 
And the land and its fullness 
were appalled 
Because of the sound of his 
roaring. So Targum; M.T. knews 
8 ‘Then nations set against him 
On every side from their 
provinces, 
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en they spread their net over 
. im: 
He was captured in their pit. 
9 ‘They put him in a cage with 
hooks 
And brought him to the king 
of Babylon; 
- They brought him in hunting 
nets i 
So that his voice would be 
heard no more 
On the mountains of Israel. 
10 ‘Your mother was like a vine in 
your vineyard, 
Planted by the waters; 
It was fruitful and full of 
branches 
Because of abundant waters. 
11 ‘And it had strong branches fit 
for scepters of rulers, 
And its height was raised 
above the clouds 
So that it was seen in its 
height with the mass of its 
branches. Ps 80:15 ¢ Eze 31:3 
12 ‘But it was plucked up in fury; 
It was cast down to the 
ground; 
And the east wind dried up its 
fruit. 
Its strong branch was torn off 
So that it withered; 
: The fire consumed it. Je 31:28 
13 ‘And now it is planted in the 
wilderness, 
In a dry and thirsty land. 
14 ‘And ®fire has gone out from 
its branch; 
It has consumed its shoots and 
fruit, 
So that there is not in ita 
strong branch, 
A scepter to rule. 
This is a lamentation, and has become 
a lamentation. Eze 15:4; 20:47, 48 
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God’s Dealings with Israel 
Rehearsed 
JA || phy in the seventh year, in the 
fifth month, on the tenth of the 
month, ‘certain of the ®elders of Israel 
came to inquire of the Lorp, and sat 
before me. Lit men ¢ Eze 8:1, 11, 12 
2. And the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, 
3 “Son of man, speak to the eld- 
ers of Israel and say to them, ‘Thus 
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says the Lord Gop, “Do you come to 
inquire of Me? As I live,” declares the 
Lord Gop, “®I will not be inquired of 
by you.”’ ; Eze 14:3 
_ _ 4 “Will you judge them, will you 
judge them, son of man? }Make them 
know the abominations of their fa- 
thers; Eze 16:2; 22:2; Ma 23:32 
5 and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “On the day when I 8chose 
Israel and swore to the descendants of 
the house of Jacob and made Myself 
known to them in the land of Egypt, 
when I swore to them, saying, 8I am 
the Lorp your God, Ex 6:6-8 © Ex 6:2, 3 
6 on that day I swore to them, 8to 
bring them out from the land of Egypt 
into a land that I had selected for 
them, flowing with milk and honey, 
which is the glory of all lands. Je 32:22 
7 “I said to them, ‘8Cast away, 
each of you, the detestable things of 
his eyes, and do not defile yourselves 
with the idols of Egypt; 8] am the 
Lorpb your God.’ Ex 20:4, 5; 22:20 © Ex 20:2 
8 “But they ®rebelled against Me 
and were not willing to listen to Me; 
they did not cast away the detestable 
things of their eyes, nor did they for- 
sake the Ridols of Egypt. 

Then I resolved to pour out My 
wrath on them, to accomplish My 
anger against them in the midst of the 
land of Egypt. De 9:7; Is 63:10 ¢ Ex 32:1-9 

9 “But I acted for the sake of My 
name, that it should not be profaned 
in the sight of the nations among 
whom they lived, in whose sight I 
made Myself known to them by bring- 
ing them out of the land of Egypt. 

10 “So I took them out of the land 
of Egypt and brought them into the 
Rwilderness. Ex 19:1 

11 “I gave them My 8&statutes and 
informed them of My ordinances, by 
Rwhich, if a man ‘observes them, he 
will live. Ex 20:1-23:33 « Le 18:5; Eze 20:13 « Lit does 

12 “Also I gave them My sabbaths 
to be a sign between Me and them, 
that they might know that I am the 
Lorp who sanctifies them. 

13 “But the house of Israel re- 
belled against Me in the wilderness. 
They did not walk in My statutes and 
they rejected My ordinances, ®by 
which, if a man observes them, he will 
live; and My sabbaths they greatly 
profaned. Then | resolved to pour out 
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My wrath on them in the wilderness, 
to annihilate them. Le 18:5 
14 “But I acted for the sake of My 
name, that it should not be profaned 
in the sight of the nations, before 
whose sight I had brought them out. 

15 “Also I swore to them in the 
wilderness that I would not bring 
them into the land which I had given 
them, flowing with milk and honey, 
which is the glory of all lands, 

16 because they rejected My ordi- 
nances, and as for My statutes, they 
did not walk in them; they even pro- 
faned My sabbaths, for their heart 
continually went after their idols. 

17 “Yet My eye spared them 
rather than destroying them, and I did 
not cause their Xannihilation in the 
wilderness. Je 4:27; 5:18; Eze 11:13 

18 “I said to their ®children in the 
wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the 
statutes of your fathers or keep their 
ordinances or defile yourselves with 
their idols. Nu 14:31; De 4:3-6 © Ze 1:4 

19 ‘8] am the Lorp your God; walk 
in My statutes and keep My ordi- 
nances and observe them. Ex 6:7; 20:2 

20 ‘8Sanctify My sabbaths; and 
they shall be a sign between Me and 
you, that you may Know that I am the 
Lorp your God.’ Je 17:22 

21 “But the 8children rebelled 
against Me; they did not walk in My 
statutes, nor were they careful to ob- 
serve My ordinances, by which, if a 
man observes them, he will live; they 
profaned My sabbaths. So I Tresolved 
to pour out My wrath on them, to ac- 
complish My anger against them in 
the wilderness. Nu 21:5; 25:1-3 © Lit said 

22 “But I ®withdrew My hand and 
acted for the sake of My name, that it 
should not be profaned in the sight of 
the nations in whose sight I had 
brought them out. Job 13:21; Ps 78:38; Eze 20:17 

23 “Also I swore to them in the 
wilderness that I would 8scatter them 
among the nations and disperse them 
among the lands, Le 26:33; De 4:27; 28:64 

24 because they had not observed 
My ordinances, but had rejected My 
statutes and had profaned My sab- 
baths, and ®their eyes were Ton the 
idols of their fathers. Eze 6:9 ¢ Lit after 

25 “I also gave them statutes that 
were not good and ordinances by 
which they could not live; 
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26 and I pronounced them ®un- 
clean because of their gifts, in that 
they caused all their firstborn to 
pass through the fire so that I 
might make them desolate, in order 
that they might know that I am the 
LORD.”’ Le 18:21; 20:2-5; Is 63:17; Eze 20:30; Ro 11:8 

27 “Therefore, son of man, speak 
to the house of Israel and say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Yet in this 
your fathers have blasphemed Me by 
acting treacherously against Me. | 

28 “When I had brought them into 
the land which I swore to give to 
them, then they saw every high hill 
and every leafy tree, and they offered 
there their sacrifices and there they 
presented the provocation of their of- 
fering. There also they made their 
soothing aroma and there they 
poured out their drink offerings. 

29 “Then I said to them, ‘What is 
the high place to which you go?’ So 
its name is called *"Bamah to this 
day.” { Or High Place 
30 “Therefore, say to the house of 
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Will 
you defile yourselves after the man- 
ner of your fathers and play the harlot 
after their detestable things? 

31 “When you offer your gifts, 
when you ®cause your sons to pass 
through the fire, you are defiling 
yourselves with all your idols to this 
day. And shall I be inquired of by you, 
O house of Israel? As I live,” declares 
the Lord Gop, “I will not be inquired 
Of by you. _ Ps 106:37-39; Je 7:31; Eze 16:20; 20:26 

32 “What ®comes Tinto your mind 
will not come about, when you Say: 
‘We will be like the nations, like the 
tribes of the lands, serving wood and 
stone.’ Eze 11:5 Lit upon your spirit ¢ Je 2:25; 44:17 


God Will Restore Israel to Her 
Land 

33 “As I live,” declares the Lord 
Gop, “surely with a mighty hand and 
with an 8outstretched arm and with 
wrath poured out, I shall be king 
over you. } } Je 21:5 ¢ Je 51:57 

34 “I will bring you out from the 
peoples and gather you from the 
lands where you are scattered, with a 
mighty hand and with an _ out- 
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stretched arm and with wrath poured 
out; Is 27:12, 13; Eze 20:38; 34:16 

35 and I will bring you into the 
®wilderness of the peoples, and there 
I will enter into judgment with you 
face to face. Eze 19:13: 20:36; Ho 2:14 

36 “As I entered into judgment 
with your fathers in the ®wilderness 
of the land of Egypt, so I will enter 
into judgment with you,” declares the 
Lord Gop. De 32:10 

37 “I will make you ®pass under 
the rod, and I will bring you into the 
bond of the covenant; Le 27:32: Je 33:13 

38 and I will purge from you the 
rebels and those who transgress 
against Me; I will bring them out of 
the land where they sojourn, but they 
will not enter the ‘land of Israel. 
Thus you will know that I am the 

ORD. Lit ground or soil 

39 “As for you, O house of Israel,” 
thus says the Lord Gop, “Go, serve 
everyone his idols; but later you will 
surely listen to Me, and My holy name 
you will profane no longer with your 
gifts and with your idols. Je 44:25, 26 

40 “For on My holy mountain, on 
the high mountain of Israel,” declares 
the Lord Gop, “there the whole house 
of Israel, 8all of them, will serve Me in 
the land; there I will accept them and 
there I will seek your contributions 
and the choicest of your gifts, with all 
your holy things. Is 66:23; Eze 37:22, 24 

41 “TAs a soothing aroma I will 
accept you when I bring you out from 
the peoples and gather you from the 
lands where you are scattered; and I 
will prove Myself holy among you in 
the sight of the nations. Lit With 

42 “And you will know that I 
am the Lorp, when I bring you into 
the land of Israel, into the land 
which I swore to give to your fore- 
fathers. 

43 “There you will remember 
your ways and all your deeds with 
which you have defiled yourselves; 
and you will loathe yourselves in your 
own sight for all the evil things that 
you have done. Eze 6:9; 16:61, 63; Ho 5:15 

44 “Then 8you will know that Iam 
the Lorp when I have dealt with you 
Rfor My name’s sake, not according to 
your evil ways or according to your 
corrupt deeds, O house of Israel,” de- 
clares the Lord Gopb.’” Eze 24:24 « Eze 36:22 
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45 ™Now the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, Ch 21:1 in He 

46 “Son of man, set your face to- 
ward Teman, and speak out against 
the south and prophesy against the 
forest land of the Negev, Je 13:19; Eze 21:4 

47 and say to the forest of the 
Negev, ‘Hear the word of the Lorp: 
thus says the Lord Gop, “Behold, Iam 
about to ®kindle a fire in you, and it 
will consume every green tree in you, 
as well as every dry tree; the blazing 
flame will not be quenched and &the 
whole surface from south to north will 
be burned by it. Is 9:18, 19; Je 21:14 ¢ Is 13:8 

48 “All flesh will see that I, the 
Lorp, have kindled it; it shall not be 
quenched.”’” Je 7:20; 17:27 

49 Then I said, “Ah Lord Gop! 
They are saying of me, ‘Is he not just 
speaking parables?’” 


Parable of the Sword of the Lorp 
2 tri the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, Ch 21:6 in He 

2 “Son of man, ®set your face to- 
ward Jerusalem, and ‘speak against 
the sanctuaries and prophesy against 
the land of Israel; Eze 20:46; 25:2; 28:21 « Lit flow 

3 and say to the land of Israel, 
‘Thus says the Lorp, “Behold, I am 
against you; and I will draw My sword 
out of its sheath and cut off from you 
the 8righteous and the wicked. — 1s57:1 

4 “Because | will cut off from you 
the righteous and the wicked, there- 
fore My sword will go forth from its 
sheath against 8all flesh from south to 
north. Je 12:12; Eze 7:2; 20:47 

5 “Thus all flesh will know that I, 
the Lorp, have drawn My sword out 
of its sheath. It will not return to its 
sheath again.’ 

6 “As for you, son of man, groan 
with breaking "heart and bitter grief, 
groan in their sight. Lit loins 

7 “And when they say to you, 
‘Why do you groan?’ you shall say, 
‘Because of the ®news that is coming; 
and every heart will melt, all hands 
will be feeble, every spirit will faint 
and all knees will "be weak as water. 
Behold, it comes and it will happen,’ 
declares the Lord Gob.” Eze 7:26 « Lit flow 

8 Again the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

9 “Son of man, prophesy and 
say, ‘Thus says the Lorp.’ Say, 
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‘RA sword, a sword sharpened 
And also polished! De 32:41 
10 ‘Sharpened to make a 
Rslaughter, 
Polished to flash like 
lightning!’ 
Or shall we rejoice, the ‘rod of My son 
despising every tree? _ Is 34:5,6 « Or scepter 

11 “It is given to be polished, that 
it may be handled; the sword is sharp- 
ened and polished, to give it into the 
hand of the slayer. 

12 “8Cry out and wail, son of man; 
for it is against My people, it is 
against all the officials of Israel. 
They are delivered over to the sword 
with My people, therefore strike your 
thigh. Eze 21:6; Joel 1:13 ¢ Eze 21:25; 22:6 

13 “For there is a testing; and 
what if even the 'rod which despises 
will be no more?” declares the Lord 
Gop. Or scepter 

14 “You therefore, son of man, 
prophesy and clap your hands to- 
gether; and let the sword be doubled 
the third time, the sword for the slain. 
It is the sword for the great one slain, 
which surrounds them, 

15 that their 8hearts may melt, 
and many fall at all their gates. I have 
given the glittering sword. Ah! It is 
made for striking like lightning, it is 
wrapped up in readiness for slaugh- 
ter. Jos 2:11; 2 Sa 17:10; Ps 22:14; Eze 21:7 

16 “Show yourself sharp, go to the 
right; set yourself; go to the left, wher- 
ever your edge is appointed. 

17 “I will also clap My hands to- 
gether, and | will appease My wrath; 


I, the Lorp, have spoken.” Eze 5:13 
The Instrument of God’s 
Judgment 

18 The word of the Lorp came to 
me Saying, 


19 “As for you, son of man, make 
two ways for the sword of the king of 
Babylon to come; both of them will go 
out of one land. And make a signpost; 
‘make it at the head of the way to the 
city. Je 1:10; Eze 4:1-3 © Lit cut it 

20 “You shall ‘mark a way for the 
sword to come to Rabbah of the sons 
of Ammon, and to Judah into ®forti- 
fied Jerusalem. Lit set © Ps 48:12, 13; 125:1, 2 

21 “For the king of Babylon stands 
at the 'parting of the way, at the head 
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of the two ways, to use 8divination; 
he ®shakes the arrows, he consults the 
TRhousehold idols, he looks at the 
liver. Lit mother ¢ Nu 22:7; 23:23 ¢ Pr 16:33 

22 “Into his right hand came the 
divination, ‘Jerusalem,’ to ®set batter- 
ing rams, to open the mouth ‘for 
slaughter, to lift up the voice with a 
battle cry, to set battering rams 
against the gates, to cast up ramps, to 
build a siege wall. Eze 4:2; 26:9 © Lit in 

23 “And it will be to them like a 
false divination in their eyes; they 
have sworn solemn oaths. But he 
brings iniquity to remembrance, that 
they may be seized. Eze 17:16, 18 

24 “Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Because you have made your in- 
iquity to be remembered, in that your 
transgressions are uncovered, so that 
in all your deeds your sins appear— 
because you have come to remem- 
brance, you will be seized with the 
hand. 

25 ‘And you, O slain, wicked one, 
the prince of Israel, whose day has 
come, in the time of the ‘punishment 
of the end,’ Ps 37:13; Eze 7:2, 3,7 © Or iniquity 

26 thus says the Lord Gop, ‘Re- 
move the turban and take off the 
Rcrown; this will no longer be the 
same. Exalt that which is low and 
abase that which is high. Je 13:18; Eze 16:12 

27 ‘8A ruin, a ruin, a ruin, | will 
make it. This also will be no more 
until He comes whose right it is, and I 
will give it to Him.’ Hag 2:21, 22 

28 “And you, son of man, proph- 
esy and Say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop 
concerning the sons of Ammon and 
concerning their reproach, and say: 
‘A sword, a sword is drawn, polished 
for the slaughter, to cause it to con- 
sume, that it may be like lightning— 

29 while they see for you ®false vi- 
sions, while they divine lies for you— 
to place you on the necks of the 
wicked who are slain, whose day has 
come, in the ®time of the punishment 
of the end. Je 27:9; Eze 13:6-9; 22:28 « Eze 21:25: 35:5 

30 ‘Return it to its sheath. In the 
place where you were created, in the 
land of your origin, I will judge you. 

31 ‘I will §pour out My indignation 
on you; I will blow on you with the 
fire of My wrath, and I will give you 
into the hand of brutal men, skilled in 
destruction. Eze 14:19: 25:7; Na 1:6 
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32 ‘You will be fuel for the fire; 
your blood will be in the midst of the 
land. You will 8not be remembered, for 
I, the Lorp, have spoken.” Eze 25:10 


The Sins of Israel 

2 pees the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

__ 2 “And you, son of man, will you 

judge, will you judge the bloody city? 

Then cause her to Know all her abom- 

inations. 

3 “You shall say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “A city shedding blood in 
her midst, so that her time will come, 
and that makes idols, contrary to her 


‘ interest, for defilement! 


4 “You have become ®guilty by 
the blood which you have shed, and 
defiled by your idols which you have 
made. Thus you have brought your 
day near and have come to your 
years; therefore I have made you a re- 
proach to the nations and a mocking 
to all the lands. 2 Ki 21:16; Eze 24:7, 8 

5 “Those who are near and those 
who are far from you will mock you, 
you of ill repute, full of 8turmoil. 1s 22.2 

6 “Behold, the 8rulers of Israel, 
each according to his ‘power, have 
been in you for the purpose of shed- 
ding blood. Is 1:23; Eze 22:27 Lit arm 

7 “They have treated father and 
mother lightly within you. The alien 
they have oppressed in your midst; 
the ®fatherless and the widow they 
have wronged in you. 

8 “You have despised My holy 
things and profaned My sabbaths. 

9 “Slanderous men have been in 
you for the purpose of shedding 
blood, and in you they have eaten at 
the mountain shrines. In your midst 
they have committed acts of lewd- 
ness Eze 23:29; Ho 4:2, 10, 14 

10 “In you they have uncovered 
their fathers’ nakedness; in you they 
have humbled her who was unclean 
in her menstrual impurity. Le 18:8 

11 “One has committed abomina- 
tion with his ®neighbor’s wife and an- 
other has lewdly defiled his 
Rdaughter-in-law. And another in you 
has 8humbled his sister, his father’s 
daughter. Eze 18:11; 33:26 ¢ Le 18:15 © 2 Sa 13:11-14 

12 “In you they have taken bribes 
to shed blood; you have taken inter- 
est and profits, and you have injured 
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your neighbors for gain by oppres- 
sion, and you have forgotten Me,” de- 
clares the Lord Gop. Le 25:36; De 23:19 

13 “Behold, then, I smite My hand 
at your ®dishonest gain which you 
have acquired and at the bloodshed 
which is among you. Is 33:15; Am 2:6-8; Mi 2:2 

14 “Can your heart endure, or 
can your hands be strong in the days 
that I will deal with you? I, the Lorp, 
have spoken and will act. Eze 21:7 

15 “I will scatter you among the 
nations and I will disperse you 
through the lands, and I will consume 
your uncleanness from you. 

16 “You will profane yourself in 
the sight of the nations, and you will 
know that I am the Lorp.”’” 

17 And the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

18 “Son of man, the house of Is- 
rael has become 8dross to Me; all of 
them are bronze and tin and iron and 
lead in the furnace; they are the dross 
of silver. Ps 119:119; Is 1:22: La 4:1 

19 “Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Because all of you have become 
dross, therefore, behold, I am going to 
gather you into the midst of 
Jerusalem. 

20 ‘As they gather silver and 
bronze and iron and lead and tin into 
the 8furnace to blow fire on it in order 
to melt it, so I will gather you in My 
anger and in My wrath and I will lay 
you there and melt you. Is 1:25 

21 ‘I will gather you and blow on 
you with the fire of My wrath, and you 
will be melted in the midst of it. 

22 ‘As silver is melted in the fur- 
nace, so you will be melted in the 
midst of it; and you will know that I, 
the Lorp, have poured out My wrath 

n you.” Eze 20:8, 33; Ho 5:10 

23 And the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

24 “Son of man, say to her, ‘You 
are a land that is not cleansed or 
rained on in the day of indignation. 

25 “There is a conspiracy of her 
prophets in her midst like a roaring 
lion tearing the prey. They have de- 
voured lives; they have taken treasure 
and precious things; they have made 
many widows in the midst of her. 

26 “Her priests have done vio- 
lence to My law and have profaned 
My holy things; they have made no 
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distinction between the holy and the 
profane, and they have not taught the 
difference between the unclean and 
the clean; and they hide their eyes 
from My sabbaths, and I am profaned 
among them. Je 2:8, 26; Eze 7:26 

27 “Her princes within her are like 
wolves tearing the prey, by shedding 
blood and ®destroying lives in order 
to get Rdishonest gain. Eze 22:25 « Eze 22:13 

28 “Her prophets have smeared 
whitewash for them, seeing false vi- 
sions and divining lies for them, say- 
ing, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop,’ when 
the Lorp has not spoken. 

29 “The people of the land have 
practiced oppression and committed 
robbery, and they have wronged the 
poor and needy and have 8oppressed 
the sojourner without justice. 

30 “I searched for a man among 
them who would build up the wall and 
stand in the gap before Me for the 
land, so that I would not destroy it; but 
I found no one. Is 59:16; 63:5; Je 5:1 

31 “Thus I have poured out My in- 
dignation on them; I have consumed 
them with the fire of My wrath; their 
way I have brought upon their heads,” 
declares the Lord Gop. 


Oholah and Oholibah’s Sin and 

Its Consequences 

2 The word of the Lorp came to 
me again, saying, 

2 “Son of man, there were two 
women, the daughters of one mother; 

3 and they played the harlot in 
Egypt. They ®played the harlot in their 
youth; there their breasts were 
pressed and there their virgin bosom 
was handled. Le 17:7; Je 3:9 

4 “Their names were Oholah the 
elder and Oholibah her sister. And 
they became Mine, and they bore sons 
and daughters. And as for their 
names, Samaria is Oholah and 
Jerusalem is Oholibah. 

5 “Oholah played the harlot 
Twhile she was Mine; and she lusted 
after her lovers, after the Assyrians, 
her neighbors, Lit under Me 

6 who were clothed in purple, 
®governors and officials, all of them 
desirable young men, horsemen rid- 
ing on horses. Eze 23:12, 13 

7 “She bestowed her harlotries 
on them, all of whom were the choic- 
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est Tmen of Assyria; and with all 
whom she lusted after, with all their 
idols she defiled herself. Lit sons of Asshur 

8 “She did not forsake her har- 
lotries from the time in Egypt; for in 
her youth ™men had lain with her, and 
they handled her virgin bosom and 
poured out their lust on her. Lit they 

9 “Therefore, I gave her into the 
hand of her 8lovers, into the hand of 
the ‘Assyrians, after whom she 
lusted. Eze 16:37; 23:22 ¢ Lit sons of Asshur 

10 “They ®uncovered her naked- 
ness; they took her sons and her 
daughters, but they slew her with the 
sword. Thus she became a ‘byword 
among women, and they executed 
judgments on her. Eze 16:37, 41 « Lit name 

11 “Now her sister Oholibah saw 
this, yet she was more corrupt in her 
lust than she, and her harlotries were 
more than the harlotries of her sister. 

12 “She lusted after the 'Assyri- 
ans, governors and officials, the ones 
near, magnificently dressed, horsemen 
riding on horses, all of them desirable 
young men. Lit sons of Asshur ¢ 2 Ki 16:7 

13 “I saw that she had defiled her- 
self; they both took the same way. 

14 “So she increased her har- 
lotries. And she saw men portrayed 
on the wall, images of the Chaldeans 
portrayed with vermilion, Eze 8:10 

15 girded with belts on their loins, 
with flowing turbans on their heads, 
all of them looking like officers, "like 
the ‘Babylonians in Chaldea, the land 
of their birth. Lit the likeness of ¢ Lit sons of Babel 

16 “When she saw them she 
Rlusted after them and sent messen- 
gers to them in Chaldea. Eze 23:20; Ma 5:28 

17 “The Babylonians came to her 
to the bed of love and defiled her with 
their harlotry. And when she had been 
defiled by them, "she became dis- 
gusted with them. 2 Ki 24:17 © Lit her soul 

18 “She uncovered her harlotries 
and uncovered her nakedness; then I 
became disgusted with her, as I had 
become disgusted with her sister. 

19 “Yet she multiplied her har- 
lotries, remembering the days of her 
youth, when she played the harlot in 
the land of Egypt. 

20 “She ®lusted after their para- 
mours, whose flesh is like the flesh of 
donkeys and whose issue is like the 
issue of horses. Eze 16:26; 17:15 
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21 “Thus you longed for the lewd- 
ness of your youth, when the Egyp- 
tians handled your bosom because of 
the breasts of your youth. 

22 “Therefore, O Oholibah, thus 
says the Lord Gop, ‘Behold I will 
arouse your lovers against you, from 
whom ‘you were alienated, and I will 
bring them against you from every 
side: Lit your soul was alienated 

23 the ®Babylonians and all the 
Chaldeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, 
and all the Assyrians with them; de- 
sirable young men, governors and of- 
ficials all of them, officers and ‘men 
of renown, all of them riding on 
: horses. 2 Ki 20:14-17; Eze 21:19; 23:14-17 

24 ‘They will come against you 
with weapons, chariots and wagons, 
and with a company of peoples. They 
will set themselves against you on 
every side with buckler and shield 
and helmet; and I will commit the 
judgment to them, and they will judge 
you according to their customs. 

25 ‘I will set My 8jealousy against 
you, that they may deal with you in 
wrath. They will remove your nose 
and your ears; and your survivors will 
fall by the sword. They will take your 
sons and your daughters; and your 
survivors will be consumed by the 
fire. Ex 34:14; Eze 5:13; 8:17, 18; Zep 1:18 

26 ‘They will also ®strip you of 
your clothes and take away your 
beautiful jewels. Je 13:22; Eze 16:39; 23:29 

27 ‘Thus I will make your lewd- 
ness and your harlotry brought from 
the land of Egypt to cease from you, 
so that you will not lift up your eyes 
to them or remember Egypt any- 
more.’ 

28 “For thus says the Lord Gop, 
‘Behold, I will give you into the hand 
of those whom you &hate, into the 
hand of those from whom you were 
alienated. Je 21:7-10; 34:20; Eze 16:37; 23:17, 22 

29 ‘They will 8deal with you in ha- 
tred, take all your property, and leave 
you naked and bare. And the naked- 
ness of your harlotries will be uncov- 
ered, both your lewdness and your 
harlotries. De 28:48; Eze 23:25, 26, 45-47 

30 ‘These things will be done to 
you because you have played the har- 
lot with the nations, because you have 
defiled yourself with their idols. 

31 ‘You have walked in the way of 


EZEKIEL 23:42 


your sister; therefore I will give her 
cup into your hand.’ ; 

32 “Thus says the Lord Gop, 

‘You will drink your sister’s 
cup, 
Which is deep and wide. 
You will be laughed at and 
held in derision; 
It contains much. 
33 ‘You will be filled with 
Rdrunkenness and sorrow, 
The cup of horror and 
desolation, 
The cup of your sister 
Samaria. Je 25:15, 16, 27; Hab 2:16 
34 ‘You will ®drink it and drain it. 
Then you will gnaw its 
fragments 
And tear your breasts; 
for I have spoken,’ declares the Lord 
Gop. Ps 75:8; Is 51:17 

35 “Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Because you have forgotten Me 
and cast Me behind your back, bear 
now the punishment of your lewdness 
and your harlotries.’” 

36 Moreover, the Lorp said to me, 
“Son of man, will you 3judge Oholah 
and Oholibah? Then declare to them 
their abominations. Je 1:10; Eze 20:4; 22:2 

37 “For they have committed adul- 
tery, and blood is on their hands. Thus 
they have committed adultery with 
their idols and even caused their sons, 
whom they bore to Me, to pass 
through the fire to them as food. 

38 “Again, they have done this to 
Me: they have 8defiled My sanctuary 
on the same day and have profaned 
My sabbaths. 2 Ki 21:4, 7; Eze 5:11; 7:20 

39 “For when they had slaugh- 
tered their children for their idols, 
they entered My ®sanctuary on the 
same day to profane it; and lo, thus 
they did within My house. Je 7:9-11 

40 “Furthermore, they have even 
sent for men who come from afar, to 
whom a messenger was sent; and lo, 
they came—for whom you bathed, 
painted your eyes and decorated 
yourselves with ornaments; 

41 and you sat on a splendid 
Rcouch with a table arranged before 
it on which you had set My incense 
and My oil. Es 1:6; Is 57:7; Am 6:4 

42 “The sound of a ®carefree mul- 
titude was with her; and ®drunkards 
were brought from the wilderness 
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with men of the common sort. And 
they put bracelets on the hands of the 
women and beautiful crowns on their 
heads. Eze 16:49; Am 6:3-6 ¢ Je 51:7 

43 “Then I said concerning her 
who was 8worn out by adulteries, 
‘Will they now commit adultery with 
her when she is thus?’ Eze 23:3 

44 “TBut they went in to her as 
they would go in to a harlot. Thus 
they went in to Oholah and to 
Oholibah, the lewd women. Or And 

45 “But they, righteous men, will 
Rjudge them with the judgment of 
adulteresses and with the judgment of 
women who shed blood, because they 
are adulteresses and blood is on their 
hands. Eze 16:38 

46 “For thus says the Lord Gop, 
‘Bring up a company against them 
and give them over to terror and 
plunder. Je 15:4; 24:9; 29:18 

47 ‘The company will ®stone them 
with stones and cut them down with 
their swords; they will slay their sons 
and their daughters and ®burn their 
houses with fire. Le 20:10; Eze 16:40 « Je 39:8 

48 ‘Thus I will make lewdness 
cease from the land, that all women 
may be admonished and not commit 
lewdness as you have done. 

49 ‘Your lewdness ‘will be ®re- 
quited upon you, and you will bear the 
penalty of worshiping your idols; thus 
you will know that I am the Lord 
GoD. ” Lit they will give « Is 59:18; Eze 7:4, 9; 9:10: 23:35 


Parable of the Boiling Pot 

2 ae the word of the Lorp came 
to me in the ninth year, in the 

tenth month, on the tenth of the 

month, saying, 

2 “Son of man, write the name of 
the day, this very day. The king of 
Babylon thas ®laid siege to Jerusalem 
this very day. Lit leaned on « 2 Ki 25:1; Je 39:1: 52:4 

3 “Speak a parable to the ®rebel- 
lious house and say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop, 

“Put on the pot, put it on and 
also pour water in it; 

4 RPut in it the pieces, 

Every good piece, the thigh 
and the shoulder; 
Fill it with choice bones. mi3:2,3 

5 “Take the choicest of the flock, 

And ‘on pile wood under "the 
pot. 
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Make it boil vigorously. 
Also seethe its bones in it.” Lit it 


6 ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord 


Gop, 
“Woe to the bloody city, 
To the pot in which there is 
rust 
And whose rust has not gone 
out of it! 
Take out of it piece after 
piece, 
Without making a choice. 
7 “For her blood is in her 
midst; 
She placed it on the bare rock; 
She did not pour it on the 
ground 
To cover it with dust. 
8 “That it may cause wrath to 
come up to take vengeance, 
I have put her blood on the 
bare rock, 
That it may not be covered.” 
9 ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop, 
“Woe to the bloody city! 
I also will make the pile 


great. 
10 “Heap on the wood, kindle the 


fire, 
Boil the flesh well 
And mix in the spices, 
And let the bones be burned. 
11 “Then 8set it empty on its coals 
So that it may be hot 
And its bronze may glow 
And its filthiness may be 
melted in it, 
Its rust consumed. _ Je 21-10; Mal 4:1 
12 “She has ®wearied Me with toil, 
Yet her great rust has not 
gone from her; 
Let her rust be in the fire! Je 9:5 
13 “In your filthiness is lewdness. 
Because I would have 
cleansed you, 
Yet you are not clean, 
You will not be cleansed from 
your filthiness again 
Until I have spent My wrath 
on you. Je 6:28-30; Eze 22:24 
14 “I, the Lorp, have spoken; it is 
coming and I will act. I will not relent, 
and I will not pity and I will not be 
sorry; according to your ways and ac- 
cording to your deeds I will judge 
you,” declares the Lord Gop.” 
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Death of Ezekiel’s Wife Is a Sign 

15 And the word of the Lorp came 
tome saying, 
~ 16 “Son of man, behold, I am 
about to take from you the desire of 
your eyes with a blow; but you shall 
not mourn and you shall not weep, 
and your 8tears shall not come. Je 13:17 

17 “Groan silently; make no 
mourning for the dead. Bind on your 
turban and put your shoes on your 
feet, and do not cover your mustache 
and do not eat the bread of men.” 

18 So I spoke to the people in the 
morning, and in the evening my wife 
died. And in the morning I did as I 
was commanded. 

19 The people said to me, “Will 
you not tell us what these things that 
you are doing mean for us?” 

20 Then I said to them, “The word 
of the Lorp came to me saying, 

21 ‘Speak to the house of Israel, 
“Thus says the Lord Gop, ‘Behold, I 
am about to profane My sanctuary, 
the pride of your power, the 8desire of 
your eyes and the delight of your soul; 
and your sons and your daughters 
whom you have left behind will fall by 
the sword. Ps 27:4; 84:1; Eze 24:16 

22 ‘You will do as I have done; you 
will not cover your mustache and you 
will not eat the bread of men. 

23 ‘Your turbans will be on your 
heads and your shoes on your feet. 
You ®will not mourn and you will not 
weep, but ®you will rot away in your 
iniquities and you will groan to one 
another. Job 27:15; Ps 78:64 ¢ Le 26:39; Eze 33:10 

24 ‘Thus Ezekiel will be a sign to 
you; according to all that he has done 
you will do; when it comes, then you 
will know that Iam the Lord Gop.’” 

25 ‘As for you, son of man, will it 
not be on the day when I take from 
them their ®stronghold, the joy of 
their pride, the desire of their eyes 
and their heart’s delight, their sons 
and their daughters, Ps 48:2: 50:2; Eze 24:21 

26 that on that day he who 
Rescapes will come to you with infor- 
mation for your ears? 1 Sa4:12; Job 1:15-19 

27 ‘On that day your mouth will 
be opened to him who escaped, and 
you will speak and be mute no 
longer. Thus you will be a sign to 
them, and they will know that I am 
the Lorp. +6: 
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We on Gentile Nations— 

Ammon 
2 Digan the word of the Lorp came 

to me saying, 

Son of man, set your face to- 
acne the 8sons of Ammon and proph- 
esy against them, Je 49:1-6; Am 1:13-15: Zep 2:9 

3 and say to the sons of Ammon, 
‘Hear the word of the Lord TGop! 
Thus says the Lord Gop, “Because 
you said, ‘Aha!’ against My sanctuary 
when it was profaned, and against the 
land of Israel when it was made deso- 
late, and against the house of Judah 
when they went into exile, 

4 therefore, behold, lam going to 
give you to the sons of the east for a 
possession, and they will set their en- 
campments among you and make 
their dwellings among you; they will 
eat your fruit and drink your milk. 

5 “I will make Rabbah a pasture 
for camels and the sons of Ammon.a 
resting place for flocks. Thus you will 
know that I am the Lorp.” 

6 ‘For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Because you have &clapped your 
hands and stamped your feet and re- 
joiced with all the scorn of your soul 
against the land of Israel, Job 27:23; Na 3:19 

7 therefore, behold, have 
stretched out My hand against you 
and I will give you for spoil to the na- 
tions. And I will cut you off from the 
peoples and make you perish from 
the lands; I will destroy you. Thus you 
will know that I am the Lorp.” 


Moab 
8 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
cause Moab and Seir say, ‘Behold, 
the house of Judah is like all the na- 
tions, Is 15:1; Je 48:1; Am 2:1, 2 
9 therefore, behold, I'am going 
to ™deprive the flank of Moab of 
its cities, of its cities which are on 
its frontiers, the glory of the land, 
RBeth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon and 
Kiriathaim, Lit open * Nu 33:49; Jos 12:3; 13:20 
10 and I will give it for a posses- 
sion along with the sons of Ammon to 
the ®sons of the east, so that the sons 
of Ammon will not be remembered 
among the nations. Eze 25:4 
11 “Thus I will execute judgments 
on Moab, and they will know that I 
am the LorbD.” 
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Edom 

12 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
cause Edom has acted against the 
house of Judah by taking vengeance, 
and has incurred grievous guilt, and 
avenged themselves upon them,” 

13 therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “I will also ®stretch out My hand 
against Edom and &cut off man and 
beast from it. And I will lay it waste; 
from Teman even to Dedan they will 
fall by the sword. Je 49:8, 13 + Eze 29:8; Mal 1:3, 4 

14 “8] will lay My vengeance on 
Edom by the hand of My people Is- 
rael. Therefore, they will act in Edom 
Raccording to My anger and accord- 
ing to My wrath; thus they will know 
My vengeance,” declares the Lord 
Gop. Is 11:14 ¢ Eze 35:11 


Philistia 

15 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
cause the Philistines have acted in re- 
venge and have taken vengeance with 
scorn of soul to destroy with everlast- 
ing enmity,” 

16 therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Behold, I will 8stretch out My 
hand against the Philistines, even cut 
off the Cherethites and destroy the 
remnant of the seacoast. —_ Je 25:20; 47:1-7 

17 “I will execute great vengeance 
on them with wrathful rebukes; and 
they will know that I am the Lorp 
when I lay My vengeance on them.”’” 


Judgment on Tyre 

2 one in the eleventh year, on the 
first of the month, the word of 

the Lorp came to me saying, 

2 “Son of man, because Tyre has 
said concerning Jerusalem, ‘Aha, the 
Reateway of the peoples is broken; it 
has opened to me. [ shall be filled, 
now that she is laid waste,’ Is 62:10 

3 therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Behold, I am against you, O 
Tyre, and I will bring up ®many na- 
tions against you, as the ®sea brings 
up its waves. Mi 4:11 ¢ Is 5:30; Je 50:42; 51:42 

4 ‘They will destroy the walls of 
Tyre and break down her towers; and 
I will scrape her debris from her and 
make her a bare rock. 

5 ‘She will be a place for the 
spreading of nets in the midst of the 
sea, for I have spoken,’ declares the 
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Lord Gop, ‘and she will become ®spoil 
for the nations. Eze 25:7; 29:19 
6 ‘Also her daughters who are 
Ton the mainland will be slain by the 
sword, and they will know that I am 
the Lorpb.’” Eze 16:46, 53; 26:8 « Lit in the field 
7 For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Behold, I will bring upon Tyre from 
the north Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon; king of kings, with horses, 
chariots, cavalry and a great army. 

8 “He will slay your daughters on 
the mainland with the sword; and he 
will make siege walls against you, 
cast up a kramp against you and raise 
up a large shield against you. —_ Je 32:24 

9 “The blow of his battering rams 
he will direct against your walls, and 
with his Taxes he will break down 
your towers. Lit swords 

10 “Because of the multitude of 
his 8horses, the dust raised by them 
will cover you; your walls will §shake 
at the noise of cavalry and wagons 
and chariots when he enters your 
gates as men enter a city that is 
breached. Je 4:13; 47:3 ¢ Eze 26:15; 27:28 © Je 39:3 

11 “With the hoofs of his Shorses 
he will trample all your streets. He 
will slay your people with the sword; 
and your strong pillars will come 
down to the ground. Is 5:28; Hab 1:8 

12 “Also they will make a spoil of 
your riches and a prey of your mer- 
chandise, break down your walls and 
destroy your pleasant houses, and 
throw your stones and your timbers 
and your debris into the water. 

13 “So I will silence the sound of 
your songs, and the sound of your 
harps will be heard no more. 

14 “I will make you a bare rock; 
you will be a place for the spreading 
of nets. You will be 8built no more, for 
I the 8Lorp have spoken,” declares the 
Lord GoD. _ De 13:16; Job 12:14; Mal 1:4 « Is 14:27 

15 Thus says the Lord Gop to 
Tyre, “Shall not the .coastlands shake 
at the sound of your fall when the 
wounded groan, when the slaughter 
occurs in your midst? Eze 26:18; 27:35 

_16 “Then all the princes of the sea 
will go down from their thrones, re- 
move their robes and strip off their 
embroidered garments. They will 
clothe themselves with trembling; 
they will sit on the ground, tremble 
every moment and be appalled at you. 
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_ 17 “They will take up a lamenta- 
tion over you and Say to you, 
» ‘How you have perished, O 
inhabited one, 
From the seas, O renowned 
city, 
Which was mighty on the sea, 
She and her inhabitants, 
Who imposed her terror 
On all her inhabitants! 
18 ‘Now the 8coastlands will 
tremble 
On the day of your fall; 
Yes, the coastlands which are 
by the sea 
Will be terrified at. your 
passing.’”. 1s. 41:5: Eze 26:15; 27:35 
___19 For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“When I make you a desolate city, like 
the cities which are not inhabited, 
when I bring up the deep over you 
and the great waters cover you, 

20 then I will bring you down with 
those who go down to the pit, to the 
people of old, and I will make you 
dwell in the lower parts of the earth, 
like the ancient waste places, with 
those who go down to the pit, so that 
you will not be inhabited; but I will set 
glory in the land of the living. 

21 “I will bring terrors on you and 
you will be no more; though you will 
be sought, you will never be found 
again,” declares the Lord Gop. 


Lament over Tyre 
2 Moreover, the word of the Lorp 
came to me saying, 

2 “And you, son of man, take up a 
lamentation over Tyre; 

3 and say to Tyre, }who dwells at 
the entrance to the sea, .merchant of 
the peoples to many coastlands, “Thus 
says the Lord Gop, 

“O Tyre, you have said, ‘I am 
perfect in beauty.’ Eze 28:2 + Is 23:3 
4 “Your borders are in the heart 
of the seas; 
Your builders have perfected 
your beauty. 
5 “They have ™made all your 
planks of fir trees from 
RSenir; 
They have taken a cedar from 
Lebanon to make a mast for 
YOU. Lit built * De 3:9; 1 Ch 5:23; Song 4:8 
6 “Ort oaks from Bashan they 
have made your oars; 


Ae 
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With ivory they have inlaid 
your deck of boxwood from 
the coastlands of Cyprus. 

7 “Your sail was of fine 
embroidered linen from 
Egypt 

So that it became your 
distinguishing mark; 

Your awning was 8blue and 
purple from the coastlands 
of 8Elishah. Ex 25:4; Je 10:9 * Ge 10:4 

8 “The inhabitants of Sidon and 
RArvad were your rowers; 

Your wise men, O Tyre, were 
aboard; they were your 
pilots. — Ge 10:18; 1 Ch 1:16: Eze 27:11 

9 “The elders of }Gebal and her 
wise men were with you 
repairing your seams; 

All the ships of the sea and 
their sailors were with you 
in order to deal in your 
merchandise. —_Jos 13:5; 1 Ki 5:18 

10 “Persia and Lud and Put were 
in your army, your men of war. They 
hung shield and helmet in you; they 
set forth your splendor. Eze 30:5; 38:5 

11 “The sons of Arvad and your 
army were on your walls, all around, 
and the 'Gammadim were in your 
towers. They hung their shields on 
your walls all around; they perfected 
your beauty. Or valorous ones 

12 “Tarshish was your customer 
because of the abundance of all kinds 
of wealth; with silver, iron, tin and 
lead they paid for your wares. 

13 “Javan, Tubal and Meshech, 
they were your traders; with the lives 
of men and vessels of bronze they 
paid for your merchandise. 

14 “Those from 8Beth-togarmah 
gave horses and war horses and 
mules for your wares. Ge 10:3; Eze 38:6 

15 “The sons of Dedan were your 
traders. Many coastlands were your 
market; ivory tusks and ebony they 
brought as your payment. 

16 “Aram was your customer be- 
cause of the abundance of your 
goods; they paid for your wares with 
emeralds, purple, embroidered work, 
fine linen, coral and rubies. 

17 “Judah and the land of Israel, 
they were your traders; with the 
wheat of 8Minnith, ™cakes, honey, oil 
and balm they paid for your mer- 
chandise. Ju 11:33 ¢ Heb pannag 
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18 “Damascus was your customer 
because of the abundance of your 
goods, because of the abundance of 
all kinds of wealth, because of the 
wine of Helbon and white wool. 

19 “Vedan and Javan paid for your 
wares "from Uzal; wrought iron, cas- 
sia and ‘sweet cane were among your 
merchandise. Or with yarn ¢ Or calamus 

20 “RDedan traded with you in 
saddlecloths for riding. Ge 25:3 

21 “RArabia and all the princes of 
Kedar, they were your customers for 
Rlambs, rams and goats; for these they 
were your customers. Is 21:13 ¢ Is 60:7 

22 “The traders of Sheba and 
Raamah, they traded with you; they 
paid for your wares with the best of 
all kinds of spices, and with all kinds 
of precious stones and gold. 

23 “Haran, Canneh, Eden, the 
traders of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad 
traded with you. 2 Ki 19:12; Is 37:12; Am 1:5 

24 “They traded with you in 
choice garments, in clothes of "blue 
and embroidered work, and in carpets 
of many colors and tightly wound 
cords, which were among your mer- 
chandise. Or violet 

25 “The ®ships of Tarshish were 
the carriers for your merchandise. 

And you were filled and were 
very glorious 
In the heart of the seas. — 1s2:16 


26 “Your rowers have brought you 
Into ®great waters; 
The east wind has broken 


you 
In the heart of the seas. Eze 26:19 
27 “Your wealth, your wares, your 
merchandise, 
Your sailors and your pilots, 
Your repairers of seams, your 
dealers in merchandise 
And all your men of war who 
are in you, 
With all your company that is 
in your midst, 
Will fall into the heart of the 
seas 
On the day of your overthrow. 
28 “At the sound of the cry of your 
pilots 
The pasture lands will shake. 
29 “All who handle the oar, 
The sailors and all the pilots 
of the sea 


Will come down from their 


ships; 
They will stand on the land, 
30 And they will make their voice 
heard over you 
And will cry bitterly. 
They will cast dust on their 
heads, 
They will wallow in ashes. 
31 “Also they will make 
themselves bald for you 
And gird themselves with 
sackcloth; 
And they will weep for you in 
bitterness of soul 
With bitter mourning. Is 16:9; 22:4 
32 “Moreover, in their wailing they 
will take up a lamentation 
for you 
And lament over you: 
‘Who is like Tyre, 
Like her who is silent in the 
midst of the sea? 
33 ‘When your wares went out 
from the seas, 
You satisfied many peoples; 
With the abundance of your 
wealth and your 
merchandise 
You enriched the kings of 
earth. Eze 27:12, 18; 28:4, 5 
34 ‘Now that you are 8broken by 
the seas 
In the depths of the waters, 
Your ®merchandise and all 
your company 
ay a in the midst of 
Eze 26:12; 27:26, 27 ¢ Ze 9:3, 4 
35 ‘All fhe Rinhabitants of the 
coastlands 
Are appalled at you, 
And their kings are horribly 


afraid; 
They are troubled in 
countenance. Is 23:6; Eze 26:16 


36 ‘The merchants among the 
peoples hiss at you; 
You have become ‘terrified 
And you ®will cease to be 
forever.’”’” Lit terrors * Ps 37:10, 36 


Tyre’s King Overthrown 


The word of the Lorp came 
Serta to me, saying, 
2 “Son of man, say to the leader 


of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 


“Because your heart is lifted up 
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And you have said; ‘Iama 
god, 

I sit in the seat of gods 

In the heart of the seas’; 

Yet you-are a man and not 


od, 

Although you make your 
heart like the heart of 
God— Ps 9:20; 82:6, 7; Is 31:3; Eze 28:9 

3 Behold, you are wiser than 
Daniel; 

There is no secret that is a 

match for you. | 
4 “By your wisdom and 
understanding 

You have acquired riches for 
yourself 

And have acquired gold and 
silver for your treasuries. 

5 “By your great wisdom, by 
your trade 

You have increased your 
riches 

And your heart is lifted up 
because of your riches— 

6 Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, 
‘Because you have made your 


eart 
Like the heart of God, 
7 Therefore, behold, I will bring 
Rstrangers upon you, 
The most ruthless of the 
nations. 
And they will draw their 
swords 
Against the beauty of your 
wisdom 
And defile your splendor. Eze 26:7 
8 ‘They will bring you down to 
the pit, 
And you will die the death of 
those who are slain 
In the heart of the seas. 

9 ‘Will you still say, “I am a god,” 
In the presence of your slayer, 
Though you are a man and 

not God, 
In the hands of those who 
wound you? 
10 ‘You will die the death of the 
uncircumcised 
By the hand of strangers, 
For I have spoken!’ declares 
the Lord Gop!”’” 
11 Again the word of the Lorp 
came to me saying, 
12 “Son of man, 8take up a lamen- 
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tation over the king of Tyre and say to 
him, “Thus says the Lord Gop 
“You had the seal of perfection, 


Full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty. Eze 19:1; 26:17; 27:2 


13 “You were in Eden, the garden 


of God; 

Every precious stone was your 
covering: 

The ruby, the topaz and the 
diamond; 

The ae the onyx and the 
jasp 

The abies lazuli, the turquoise 
and the emerald: 

And the gold, the 
workmanship of your 
settings and sockets, 

Was in you. 

On the day that you were 
created 

They were prepared. 1s 24:8; 30:32 


14 “You were the anointed cherub 


who covers, 

And I placed you there. 

You were on the holy 
Rmountain of God; 

You walked in the midst of the 
stones of fire. Eze 20:40; 28:16 


15 “You were ®blameless in your 


ways 

From the day you were 
created 

Until unrighteousness was 
found in you. £ze 27:3, 4; 28:3-6, 12 


16 “By the abundance of your 


trade 

You were internally ®filled 
with violence, 

And you sinned; 

Therefore I have cast you as 
profane 

From the mountain of God. 

And I have destroyed you, O 
covering cherub, 

From the midst of the stones 
of fire. Eze 27:12 « Eze 8:17; Hab 2:8, 17 


17 “Your heart was lifted up 


because of your beauty; 
You corrupted your wisdom 
by reason of your splendor. 
I cast you to the ground; 
I put you before ®kings, 
That they may see you. Eze 26:16 


18 “By the multitude of your 


iniquities, 
In the unrighteousness of your 
trade 
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You profaned your 
sanctuaries. 

Therefore I have brought fire 
from the midst of you; 

It has consumed you, 

And I have turned you to 
ashes on the earth 

In the eyes of all who see you. 

19 “All who know you among the 

peoples 

Are appalled at you; 

You have become £terrified 

And you will cease to be 
Rforever.”’” Eze 26:21; 27:36 « Je 51:64 


Judgment of Sidon 

20 And the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, 

21 “Son of man, set your face to- 
ward Sidon, prophesy against her 

22 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord 


D, 
“Behold, I am against you, O 
Sidon, 

And I will be glorified in your 
midst. 

Then they will know that I am 
the Lorp when I Rexecute 
judgments in her, 

And I will manifest My 
holiness in her. — Eze 28:26; 30:19 

23 a RT will send pestilence to 
er 

And blood to her streets, 

And the 8wounded will fall in 
her midst 

By the sword upon her on 
every side; 

Then they will know that Iam 
the Lorp. Eze 38:22 Je 51:52 

24 “And there will be no more for 
the house of Israel a ®prickling brier 
or a painful thorn from any round 
about them who scorned them; then 
they will know that I am the Lord 
Gop.” Nu 33:55; Jos 23:13; Is 55:13; Eze 2:6 


Israel Regathered 

25 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“When I gather the house of Israel 
from the peoples among whom they 
are scattered, and will manifest My 
holiness in them in the sight of the na- 
tions, then they will live in their 
Tland which I gave to My servant 
Jacob. Je 23:8; 27:11 © Lit ground 

26 “They will 8live in it securely; 
and they will build houses, plant 
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vineyards and live securely when I ex- 
ecute judgments upon all who scorn 
them round about them. Then they 
will know that I am the Lorp their 
God.”’” Je 23:6; Eze 34:25-28; 38:8 


Judgment of Egypt 
2 In the ®tenth year, in the tenth 
month, on the twelfth of the 
month, the word of the Lorp came to 
me Saying, Eze 26:1; 29:17; 30:20 
2 “Son of man, set your face 
against "Pharaoh king of Egypt and 
prophesy against him and against all 
REgypt. Je 44:30 « Is 19:1-17; Je 46:2-26; Eze 30:1-32:32 
3 “Speak and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, 
“Behold, Iam against you, 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
The great monster that lies in 
the midst of his "rivers, 
That ®has said, ‘My Nile is 
mine, and I myself have 
made it.’ Or Nile * Eze 29:9; 30:12 
4 “I will put hooks in your jaws 
And make the fish of your 
rivers cling to your scales. 
And I will bring you up out of 
the midst of your rivers, 
And all the fish of your rivers 
will cling to your scales. 
5 “I will abandon you to the 
wilderness, you and all the 
fish of your ‘rivers; 
You will fall on the open field; 
you will not be brought 
together or gathered. 
I have given you for food to 
the beasts of the earth and 
to the birds of the sky. orNite 
6 “Then all the inhabitants of 
Egypt will know that Iam 
the Lorp, 
Because they have been only a 
Rstaff made of reed to the 
house of Israel. 2 ki 18:21: Is 36:6 
7 “When they took hold of you 
with the hand, 
You broke and tore all their 
hands; 
And when they leaned on you, 
You broke and made all their 
loins 'quake.” Lit stand 
8 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Behold, I will Sbring upon you a 
sword and I will cut off from you man 
and beast. Je 46:13; Eze 14:17 

9 “The land of Egypt will become 
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a desolation and waste. Then they will 
know that I am the Lorp. 
Because ‘you said, ‘The Nile is 
mine, and I have made it,’ Lit he 
10 therefore, behold, Il am Ragainst 
you and against your ‘rivers, and | 
will make the land of Egypt an utter 
waste and desolation, from Migdol to 
Syene and even to the border of 
TEthiopia.&ze 13:8; 21:3; 26:3; 29:3 ¢ Or Nile « Lit Cush 
11 “A man’s foot will not pass 
through it, and the foot of a beast will 
not pass through it, and it will not be 
inhabited for forty years. 
_ 12 “So I will make the land of 
Egypt a desolation in the ®midst of 


| desolated lands. And her cities, in the 


midst of cities that are laid waste, will 
be desolate forty years; and | will 
scatter the Egyptians among the na- 
tions and disperse them among the 
lands.” Je 25:15-19; 27:6-11; Eze 30:7 

13 ‘For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“At the end of forty years I will 
Reather the Egyptians from the peo- 
ples 'among whom they were scat- 
tered. Is 19:22: Je 46:26 Lit where 

14 “I will turn the fortunes of 
Egypt and make them return to the 
land of ®Pathros, to the land of their 
origin, and there they will be a lowly 
kingdom. Is 11:11; Je 44:1, 15; Eze 30:14 

15 “It will be the lowest of the 
kingdoms, and it will never again lift 
itself up above the nations. And [| will 
make them so small that they will not 
rule over the nations. 

16 “And it will never again be the 
confidence of the house of Israel, 
bringing to mind the iniquity of their 
having turned to Egypt. Then they 
will know that I am the Lord Gop.”’” 

17 Now in the ®twenty-seventh 
year, in the first month, on the first of 
the month, the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, Eze 24:1; 26:1; 29:1; 30:20;40:1 

18 “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon made his army labor 
hard against Tyre; every head was 
made bald and every shoulder was 
rubbed bare. But he and his army had 
no wages from Tyre for the labor that 
he had performed against it.” 

19 Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Behold, I will give the land of 
Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon. And he will carry off her 
Twealth and capture her spoil and 
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seize her plunder; and it will be wages 
for his armMy. Eze 30:10, 24, 25; 32:11 © Or multitude 

20 “I have given him the land of 
Egypt for his labor which he ‘per- 
formed, because they acted for Me,” 
declares the Lord Gop. Lit labored 

21 “On that day I will make a 
Rhorn sprout for the house of Israel, 
and I will open your mouth in their 
midst. Then they will know that Iam 
the Lorp.” 1 Sa 2:10; Ps 92:10; 132:17 


Lament over Egypt 
3 The word of the Lord came 
again to me saying, 
2 “Son of man, prophesy and say, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’ 
3 “For the day is near, 
Even the day of the Lorp is 
near; 
It will be a day of clouds, 
A time of doom for the 


nations. Eze 30:18; 32:7; 34:12 
4 “A sword will come upon 


gypt, ; 
And anguish will be in 
Ethiopia; 
When the slain fall in Egypt, 
They ®take away her ‘wealth, 
And her foundations are torn 
down. Eze 29:19 ¢ Or multitude 
5 “TEthiopia, Put, Lud, all 8Ara- 
bia, ‘Libya and the people of the land 
that is in league will fall with them by 
the sword.” Lit Cush ¢ Je 25:20, 24 © Or Cub 
6 “Thus says the Lorn, 
“Indeed, those who support 
REgypt will fall 
And the pride of her power 
will come down; 
From Migdol to Syene 
They will fall within her by 
the sword,” 
Declares the Lord Gop. 
7 “They will be desolate 
In the midst of the desolated 
lands; 
And her cities will be 
In the midst of the devastated 
cities. Je 25:18-26; Eze 29:12 
8 “And they will ®know that Iam 
the Lorpb, 
When I set a fire in Egypt 
And all her helpers are 
broken. Ps 58:11; Eze 29:6, 9, 16 
9 “On that day messengers will 
go forth from Me in ships to frighten 


Is 20:3-6 
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Rsecure Ethiopia; and anguish will be 
on them as on the day of Egypt; for 
behold, it comes!” Is 47:8; Eze 38:11; 39:6 
10 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“R] will also make the hordes of 
Egypt cease 
By the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon. Eze 29:19 
11 “He and his people with 


im, 
RThe most ruthless of the 
nations, 
Will be brought in to destroy 
the land; 
And they will draw their 
swords against Egypt 
And fill the land with the 
slain. 
12 “Moreover, I will make the 
RNile canals dry 
And sell the land into the 
hands of evil men. 
And I will make the land 
desolate 
And all that is in it, 
By the hand of strangers; I the 
Lorp have spoken.” Eze 29:3, 9 


13 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“T will also 8destroy the idols 
And make the ‘images cease 
from Memphis. 
And there will no longer be a 
prince in the land of Egypt; 
And I will put fear in the land 
of Egypt. Is 2:18 ¢ Or futile ones 
14 “I will make Pathros desolate, 
Set a fire in 8Zoan 
And execute judgments on 
PThebes. Ps 78:12, 43; Is 19:11, 13 
15 “I will pour out My wrath on 
FTSin, 
The stronghold of Egypt; 
I will also cut off the hordes of 
TThebes. Or Pelusium ¢ Or No 
16 “I will set a fire in Egypt; 
TSin will writhe in anguish, 
Thebes will be breached 
And FMemphis will have 
distresses daily. Or Pelusium 
17 “The young men of F8On and of 
Pi-beseth 
Will fall by the sword, 
And 'the women will go into 
Captivity. Ge 41:45; 46:20 « Lit they 
18 “In ?Tehaphnehes the day will 
be ®dark 


Eze 28:7 
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When I break there the yoke 
bars of Egypt. 

Then the pride of her power 
will cease in her; 

A cloud will cover her, 

And her daughters will go into 
captivity. Je 43:8-13 © Eze 30:3 

19 “Thus I will execute judgments 

on Egypt, 

And they will know that Iam 
the Lorpb.”’” 


Victory for Babylon 

20 In the Releventh year, in the 
first month, on the seventh of the 
month, the word of the Lorp came to 
me Saying, Eze 26:1; 29:1, 17; 31:1 

21 “Son of man, I have 8broken the 
arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, 
behold, it has not been ®bound up for 
healing or wrapped with a bandage, 
that it may be strong to hold the 
sword. Ps 10:15; 37:17; Eze 30:24 ¢ Je 30:13; 46:11 

22 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘Behold, I am ®against Pharaoh 
king of Egypt and will break his arms, 
both the strong and the ®broken; and 
I will make the sword ®fall from his 
hand. Je 46:25; Eze 29:3 « 2 Ki 24:7; Je 37:7 * Je 46:21 

23 ‘I will ®scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations and disperse them 
among the lands. Eze 29:12; 30:17, 18, 26 

24 ‘For I will strengthen the arms 
of the king of Babylon and put }My 
sword in his hand; and I will break the 
arms of Pharaoh, so that he will groan 
before him with the groanings of a 
wounded man. Eze 30:11, 25; Zep 2:12 

25 ‘Thus I will strengthen the 
arms of the king of Babylon, but the 
arms of Pharaoh will fall. Then they 
will Know that I am the Lorp, when I 
put My sword into the hand of the 
king of Babylon and he stretches it 
out against the land of Egypt. 

26 ‘When I scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations and disperse them 
among the lands, then they will know 
that I am the Lorp,’” 


Pharaoh Warned of Assyria’s 


Fate 
3 12 the eleventh year, in the 
third month, on the first of the 


30:14 Or No 30:15 Or Pelusium 30:16 Or Noph 
30:17 Or Aven 
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month, the word of the Lorp came to 
me ay. Je 52:5, 6; Eze 30:20; 32:1 
2 “Son of man, say to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt and to his Shordes, 
‘Whom are you like in your 
greatness? Eze 29:19: 30:10; Na 3:9 
3 ‘Behold, Assyria was a cedar 
in Lebanon 
With beautiful branches and 
forest shade, 

And ®very high, 

| And its top was among the 
clouds. Is 10:33; Eze 31:5, 10 

4 ‘The waters made it grow, the 

deep made it high. 

With its rivers it continually 
extended all around its 
planting place, 

And sent out its channels to 
all the trees of the field. 

‘Therefore Rits height was 
loftier than all the trees of 
the field 

And its boughs became many 
and its branches long 

Because of many waters as it 

spread them out. Da 4:11 

6 ‘All the birds of the heavens 
nested in its boughs, 

And under its branches all the 
beasts of the field gave 
birth, 

And all great nations lived 
under its shade. 

7 ‘So it was beautiful in its 
greatness, in the length of 
its branches; 

For its Troots extended to 
many waters. Lit root was 

8 ‘The ®cedars in God’s garden 
Tcould not match it; 

The cypresses could not 
compare with its 
boughs, 

And the plane trees could not 
match its branches. 

No tree in God’s garden could 

| compare with it in its 

j beauty. Ps 80:10; Eze 31:3 © Lit did 

9 ‘I made it beautiful with the 

multitude of its 

| branches 

And all aie: trees of Eden, 
which were in the 
garden of God, 
were jealous of it. 

10 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord 

Gop, “Because it is high in stature 


on 


+ 
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and has set its top among the clouds, 
and its ®heart is haughty in its lofti- 
NESS, 2 Ch 32:25; Is 10:12; 14:13, 14; Eze 28:17; Da 5:20 

11 therefore I will give it into the 
hand of a ®despot of the nations; he 
will thoroughly deal with it. Accord- 
ing to its wickedness I have driven it 
away. Eze 30:10, 11; 32:11, 12; Da 5:18, 19 

12 “RAlien tyrants of the nations 
have cut it down and left it; on the 
mountains and in all the valleys its 
branches have fallen and its boughs 
have been broken in all the ravines of 
the land. And all the peoples of the 
earth have gone down from its shade 
and left it. Eze 7:21; 28:7; 30:12; Hab 1:6 

13 “Onits ruin all the ®birds of the 
heavens will dwell, and all the beasts 
of the field will be on its fallen 
branches Is 18:6; Eze 29:5; 31:6; 32:4 

14 so that all the trees by the wa- 
ters may not be exalted in their 
stature, nor set their top among the 
Tclouds, nor their well-watered 
mighty ones stand erect in their 
height. For they have all been given 
over to death, to the earth beneath, 
among the sons of men, with those 
who go down to the pit.” — or thick boughs 

15 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “On 
the day when it went down to Sheol I 
Rcaused lamentations; I closed the 
deep over it and held back its rivers. 
And its many waters were stopped 
up, and I made Lebanon mourn for it, 
and all the trees of the field wilted 
away on account of it. Eze 32:7; Na 2:10 

16 “I made the nations ®quake at 
the sound of its fall when I made it go 
down to Sheol with those who go 
down to the pit; and all the well-wa- 
tered trees of Eden, the choicest and 
best of Lebanon, were comforted in 
the earth beneath. — Eze 26:15; 27:28; Hag 2:7 

17 “They also went down with it 
to Sheol to those who were &slain by 
the sword; and those who were its 
Tstrength lived under its shade among 
the nations. Ps 9:17 © Eze 32:20f ¢ Lit arm 

18 “To which among the trees of 
Eden are you thus Tequal in glory and 
greatness? Yet you will be brought 
down with the trees of Eden to the 
earth beneath; you will lie in the midst 
of the uncircumcised, with those who 
were slain by the sword. ®So is 
Pharaoh and all his hordes!”’ declares 
the Lord Gop.” Lit like ¢ Ps 52:7; Ma 13:19 


EZEKIEL 32:1 


Lament over Pharaoh and Egypt 
3 a the twelfth year, in the 
twelfth month, on the first of the 
month, the word of the Lorp came to 
me Saying, Eze 30:20; 31:1; 32:17; 33:21 
2 “Son of man, take up a lamen- 
tation over Pharaoh king of Egypt 
and say to him, 
‘You compared yourself to a 
young lion of the nations, 
Yet you are like the monster in 
the seas; 
And you burst forth in-your 
rivers 
And muddied the waters with 
your feet 
And fouled their rivers.” 
3 Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Now I will §spread My net 
over you 
With a company of many 
peoples, 
And they shall lift you up in 
My net. Eze 12:13 
4 “T will leave you on the land; 
I will cast you on the open 
field. 
And | will cause all the birds 
of the heavens to dwell on 


you, 
And I will satisfy the beasts 
of the whole earth with 


you. 
5 “I will lay your flesh ®on the 
mountains 
And fill the valleys with your 
refuse. Eze 31:12 
6 “I will also make the land drink 
the discharge of your 
Rblood 
As far as the mountains, 
And the ravines will be full of 
YOU. Ex 7:17; Is 34:3, 7; Eze 35:6; Re 14:20 
7 “And when I ®extinguish you, 
I will cover the heavens and 
darken their 8stars; 
I will cover the sun with a 
cloud 
And the moon will not give its 
light. Job 18:5, 6; Pr 13:9 © Is 13:10 
8 “All the shining 8lights in the 
heavens 
I will darken over you 
And will set darkness on your 
land,” 
Declares the Lord Gop. Ge 1:14 
9 “I will also trouble the hearts of 
many peoples when I bring your de- 
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struction among the nations, into 
lands which you have not known. 

10. “I will make many peoples Rap- 
palled at you, and their kings will be 
horribly afraid of you when I bran- 
dish My sword before them; and ®they 
will tremble every moment, every 
man for his own life, on the day of 
your fall.” Eze 27:35 ¢ Eze 26:16 

11 For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“The sword of the king of Babylon 
will come upon you. Je 46:26 

12. “By the swords of the mighty 
ones I will cause your hordes to fall; 
all of them are ®tyrants of the nations, 

And they will ®devastate the 
pride of Egypt, - 
And all its hordes will be 
destroyed. Eze 28:7 ¢ Eze 28:19 
13 “I will also destroy all its cattle 
from beside many waters; 
And &the foot of man will not 
muddy them anymore 
And the hoofs of beasts will 
not muddy them. Eze 29:11 
14 “Then I will make their waters 
settle 
And will cause their rivers to 
run like oil,” 
Declares the Lord Gop. 
15 “When I make the land of 
Egypt a desolation, 
And the land is destitute of 
that which filled it, 
When I smite all those who 
live in it, 
Then they shall know that I 
am the Lorp. 

16 “This is a lamentation and they 
shall chant it. The daughters of the 
nations shall chant it. Over Egypt and 
over all her hordes they shall chant 
it,” declares the Lord Gop. 

17 In the twelfth year, on the fif- 
teenth of the month, the word of the 
LorpD came to me saying, 

18 “Son of man, wail for the 
hordes of Egypt and bring it down, 
her and the daughters of the powerful 
nations, to the nether world, with 
those who go down to the pit; 

19 ‘Whom do you surpass in 

beauty? 
Go down and make your bed 
with the uncircumcised.’ 

20 “They shall fall in the midst of 
those who are slain by the sword. 
TShe is given over to the sword; they 
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have ®drawn her and all her hordes 
away. Or The sword is given ¢ Ps 28:3 
21 “The strong among the mighty 
ones shall speak of him and his 
helpers from the midst of Sheol, ‘They 
have gone down, they lie still, the un- 
circumcised, slain by the sword. 3 
22 “RA ssyria is there and all her 
company; ther graves are round 
about her. All of them are slain, fallen 
by the sword, Eze 27:23: 31:3, 16 © Lit his 

23 whose ®graves are set in the re- 
motest parts of the pit and her com- 
pany is round about her grave. All of 
them are slain, fallen by the sword, 
who ‘spread terror in the land of the 
living. Is 14:15 Lit gave, and so throughout the ch 

24 “Elam is there and all her 
hordes around her grave; all of them 
Slain, fallen by the sword, who went 
down uncircumcised to the lower 
parts of the earth, who instilled their 
terror in the land of the living and 
Rpore their disgrace with those who 
went down to the pit. Eze 16:52, 54; 32:25, 30 

25 “They have made a ®bed for her 
among the slain with all her hordes. 
Her graves are around it, they are all 
uncircumcised, slain by the sword (al- 
though their terror was ‘instilled in 
the land of the living), and they bore 
their disgrace with those who go 
down to the pit; they were put in the 
midst of the slain. Ps 139:8 © Lit given 

26 “RMeshech, Tubal and all their 
hordes are there; their graves sur- 
round them. All of them were slain by 
the sword uncircumcised, though they 
instilled their terror in the land of the 
living. Ge 10:2: Eze 27:13; 38:2, 3; 39:1 

27 “RNor do they lie beside the 
fallen 8heroes of the uncircumcised, 
who went down to Sheol with their 
weapons of war and whose swords 
were laid under their heads; but the 
punishment for their iniquity rested 
on their bones, though the terror of 
these heroes was once in the land of 
the living. Is 14:18, 19 © Job 3:13-15; Eze 32:21 

28 “But in the midst of the uncir- 
cumcised you will be broken and lie 
with those slain by the sword. 

29 “There also is Edom, its kings 
and all its "princes, who “for all their 
might are laid with those slain by the 
sword; they will lie with the uncir- 
cumcised and with those who go 
down to the pit. Or leaders ¢ Or in 
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30 “There also are the chiefs of the 
north, all of them, and all the Sido- 
nians, who in spite of the terror re- 
sulting from their might, in shame 
went down with the slain. So they lay 
down uncircumcised with those slain 
by the sword and bore their disgrace 
with those who go down to the pit. 

31 “These Pharaoh will see, and 
he will be comforted for all his 
hordes slain by the sword, even 
Pharaoh and all his army,” declares 
the Lord Gop. Eze 14:22; 31:16 

32 “Though I instilled a terror of 
him in the land of the living, yet he 
will be made to lie down among the 
uncircumcised along with those slain 
by the sword, even Pharaoh and all 
his hordes,” declares the Lord Gop. 


The Watchman’s Duty 
3 ss the word of the Lorp came 
to me, saying, 

2 “Son of man, speak to the ®sons 
of your people and say to them, ‘If I 
bring a sword upon a land, and the 
people of the land take one man from 
among them and make him their 
watchman, Eze 3:11; 33:12, 17, 30; 37:18 

3 and he sees the sword coming 
upon the land and blows on the trum- 
pet and warns the people, 

4 then he who hears the sound of 
the trumpet and "does not take warn- 
ing, and a sword comes and takes him 
away, his blood will be on his own 
head. 2. Ch 25:16; Je 6:17; Ze 1:4 

5 ‘He heard the sound of the 
trumpet but did not take warning; his 
blood will be on himself. But had he 
taken warning, he would have &deliv- 
ered his life. Ex 9:19-21; He 11:7 

6 ‘But if the watchman sees the 
sword coming and does not blow the 
trumpet and the people are not 
warned, and a sword comes and takes 
a person from them, he is taken away 
in his iniquity; but his blood I will re- 
quire from the watchman’s hand.’ 

7 “Now as for you, son of man, I 
have 8appointed you a watchman for 
the house of Israel; so you will hear a 
message from My mouth and give 
them warning from Me. 1s 62:6; Eze 3:17-21 

8 “When I say to the wicked, ‘O 
wicked man, you will surely die,’ and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall 
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die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require from your hand. 

9 “Butif you on your part warna 
wicked man to turn from his way and 
he does not turn from his way, he will 
die in his iniquity, but you have ®de- 
livered your life. Eze 3:19, 21; Ac 26:26 

10 “Now as for you, son of man, 
say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus you 
have spoken, saying, “Surely our 
transgressions and our sins are upon 
us; and we are rotting away in them; 
how then can we !survive?”’ Lit live 

11 “Say to them, ‘As I live!’ de- 
clares the Lord Gop, ‘I take no pleas- 
ure in the death of the wicked, but 
rather that the wicked turn from his 
way and live. Turn back, turn back 
from your evil ways! Why then will 
you die, O house of Israel?’ 

12 “And you, son of man, say to 
your fellow citizens, ‘The ®righteous- 
ness of a righteous man will not de- 
liver him in the day of his 
transgression, and as for the wicked- 
ness of the wicked, he will not stum- 
ble because of it in the day when he 
turns from his wickedness; whereas a 
righteous man will not be able to live 
by his righteousness on the day when 
he commits sin’ Eze 3:18; 18:24; 33:20 

13 “When I say to the righteous he 
will surely live, and he so trusts in his 
righteousness that he .commits inig- 
uity, none of his righteous deeds will 
be remembered; but in that same in- 
iquity of his which he has committed 
he will die. Eze 18:26; He 10:38; 2 Pe 2:20, 21 

14 “But when I say to the wicked, 
‘You will surely die, and he turns 
from his sin and practices "justice and 
righteousness, Mi 6:8 

15 if a wicked man restores a 
pledge, §pays back what he has taken 
by robbery, walks by the statutes 
which ensure life without committing 
iniquity, he shall surely live; he shall 
not die. Ex 22:1-4; Le 6:4, 5: Lk 19:8 

16 “kNone of his sins that he has 
committed will be remembered 
against him. He has practiced justice 
and righteousness; he shall surely 
live. Is 1:18; 43:25: Eze 18:22 

17 “Yet ‘your fellow citizens say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not right, 
when it is their own way that is not 
right. Lit the sons of your people 

18 “When the righteous turns 
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from his righteousness and commits 
iniquity, then he shall die in Tit. Lit them 

19 “But when the wicked turns 
from his wickedness and practices 
justice and righteousness, he will live 
by them. 

20 “Yet you say, ‘“The way of the 
Lord is not right.’ O house of Israel, | 
will judge each of you according te 
his ways.” Eze 18:25 


Word of Jerusalem’s Capture 

21 Now Bin the twelfth year of our 
exile, on the fifth of the tenth month. 
the 'refugees from Jerusalem came 
to me, saying, “The city has been 
taken.” Eze 31:1; 32:1, 17 © Or refugee 

22 Now the ®hand of the Lorp had 
been upon me in the evening, before 
the refugees came. And He opened 
my mouth at the time they came to me 
in the morning; so my mouth was 
Ropened and I was no longer speech- 
less. Eze 1:3; 8:1; 37:1 ¢ Eze 3:26, 27; 24:27 « Lk 1:64 

23 Then the word of the Lorr 
came to me Saying, 

24 “Son of man, they who &live in 
these waste places in the land of Israe! 
are saying, ‘Abraham was only one. 
yet he possessed the land; so to us 
who are many the land has been given 
as a possession, Je 39:10; 40:7; Eze 33:27 

25 “Therefore say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop, “You eat meat 
with the blood in it, lift up your eyes 
to your idols as you shed blood 
Should you then possess the land? 

26 “You rely on your sword, you 
commit abominations and each o! 
you defiles his neighbor’s wife 
Should you then possess the land?”’ 

27 “Thus you shall say to them 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “As I live 
surely those who are in the waste 
places will fall by the sword, anc 
whoever is in the open field I will give 
to the beasts to be devoured, anc 
those who are in the strongholds anc 
in the caves will die of pestilence. 

_ 28 “Iwill 8make the land a desola 
tion and a waste, and the pride of he: 
power will cease; and the mountain: 
of Israel will be desolate so that n¢ 
one will pass through. Fze 5:14: 6:14: Mi7:1 

29 “Then they will know that I an 
the Lorp, when I make the land ; 
desolation and a waste because of al 
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their abominations which they have 
committed.” 

30 “But as for you, son of man, 
your fellow citizens who talk about 
you by the walls and in the doorways 
of the houses, speak to one another, 
each to his brother, saying, ‘Come 
now and hear what the message is 
which comes forth from the Lorp.’ 

31 “They come to you as people 
come, and sit before you as My people 
and hear your words, but they do not 
do them, for they do the lustful desires 
expressed by their mouth, and their 
heart goes after their gain. 

32 “Behold, you are to them like a 
sensual song by one who has a ®beau- 
tiful voice and plays well on an in- 
strument; for they hear your words 
but they do not practice them. mxk6:20 

33 “So when it comes to pass— 
Tas surely it will—then they will know 
that a prophet has been in their 
midst.” Je 28:9; Eze 33:29 © Lit behold, it is coming 


pees against the Shepherds 

of Israel 

3 ae the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, 

2 “Son of man, prophesy against 
the hes of Israel. Prophesy 
and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop, “Woe, shepherds 
of Israel who have been feeding 
themselves! Should not the shepherds 
feed the flock? Je 2:8; 3:15; 10:21; 12:10 

3 “You Feat the fat and clothe 
yourselves with the wool, you 
Kslaughter the fat sheep without feed- 
ing the flock. Ze 11:16 © Eze 22:25, 27 

4 “Those who are sickly you have 
not strengthened, the diseased you 
have not healed, §the broken you have 
not bound up, the scattered you have 
not brought back, nor have you 
Rsought for the lost; but with force and 
with severity you have dominated 
them. Ze 11:16 « Ma 9:36; 10:6; 18:12, 13; Lk 15:4 

5 “They were scattered for lack 
of a shepherd, and they became ®food 
for every beast of the field and were 
Seg Eze 34:8, 28 

6 “My flock wandered through 
ali the mountains and on every high 
hill; My flock was scattered over all 
the surface of the eaith, and there was 
no one to search or seek for them.”’” 
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7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of the Lorn: 

8 “As I live,” declares the Lord 
Gop, “surely because My flock has be- 
come a prey, My flock has even be- 
come food for all the beasts of the 
field for lack of a shepherd, and My 
shepherds did not search for My 
flock, but rather the shepherds fed 
themselves and did not feed My flock; 

9 therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of the Lorn: 

10 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
hold, I am against the shepherds, 
and I will demand My sheep from 
them and make them cease from 
feeding sheep. So the shepherds will 
not feed themselves anymore, but I 
will deliver My flock from their 
mouth, so that they will not be food 
for them.”’” Je 21:13; Eze 5:8; 13:8: 34:2; Ze 10:3 


The Restoration of Israel 

11 For thus says the Lord Gop, 
“Behold, I Myself will 8search for My 
sheep and seek them out. Eze 11:17; 20:41 

12 “As a shepherd cares for his 
herd in the day when he is among his 
scattered sheep, so I will care for My 
sheep and will deliver them from all 
the places to which they were scat- 
tered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 

13 “I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the 
countries and bring them to their own 
land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the 8streams, 
and in all the inhabited places of the 
land. Eze 34:23; 36:29, 30; Mi 7:14 « Is 30:25 

14 “I will feed them in a good pas- 
ture, and their grazing ground will be 
on the mountain heights of Israel. 
There they will lie down on good 
grazing ground and feed in ‘rich pas- 
ture on the mountains of Israel. Lit fat 

15 “I will feed My flock and I will 
Tlead them to rest,” declares the Lord 
GOD. Ps 23:1, 2; Eze 34:23 « Lit cause them to lie down 
Va 16 “I will seek the lost, bring 

back the scattered, bind up the 
broken and strengthen the sick; but 
the 8fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them with judgment. 1s 10:16 

17 “As for you, My flock, thus says 
the Lord Gop, ‘Behold, I will judge be- 
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tween one sheep and another, be- 
tween the rams and the male goats. 

18 ‘Is it too 8slight a thing for you 
that you should feed in the good pas- 
ture, that you must tread down with 
your feet the rest of your pastures? Or 
that you should drink of the clear wa- 
ters, that you must foul the rest with 
your feet? Nu 16:9, 13; 2 Sa 7:19; Is 7:13 

19 ‘As for My flock, they must eat 
what you tread down with your feet 
and drink what you ‘foul with your 
feet!’” Lit foul by trampling 

20 Therefore, thus says the Lord 
Gop to them, “Behold, I, even I, will 
judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. 

21 “Because you push with side 
and with shoulder, and thrust at all 
the Tweak with your horns until you 
have scattered them abroad, Or sick 

22 therefore, I will deliver My 
flock, and they will no longer be a 
prey; and I will judge between one 
sheep and another. 

23. “Then I will ®set over them one 
shepherd, My servant David, and he 
will feed them; he will feed them him- 
self and be their shepherd. Re 7:17 

24 “And I, the Lorpb, will be their 
God, and My servant ®David will be 
prince among them; I the Lorp have 
spoken. Is 55:3; Je 30:9; Eze 37:24, 25; Ho 3:5 

25 “I will make a covenant of 
peace with them and eliminate harm- 
ful beasts from the land so that they 
may live securely in the wilderness 
and sleep in the woods. 

26 “I will make them and the 
places around My hill a ®blessing. 
And I will cause showers to come 
down in their season; they will be 
showers of blessing. Ge 12:2: Eze 34:14 

27 “Also the tree of the field will 
yield its fruit and the earth will yield 
its increase, and they will be ®secure 
on their land. Then they will know 
that Iam the Lorp, when I have bro- 
ken the bars of their yoke and have 
delivered them from the hand of those 
who enslaved them. Eze 38:8, 11 

28 “They will no longer be a prey 
to the nations, and the beasts of the 
earth will not devour them; but they 
will 8live securely, and no one will 
make them afraid. Je 30:10; Eze 39:26 

29 “I will establish for them a 
renowned planting place, and they 
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will not again be victims of famine in 
the land, and they will not endure the 
insults of the nations anymore. 

30 “Then they will know that I, the 
Lorp their God, am with them, and 
that they, the house of Israel, are My 
people,” declares the Lord Gop. 

31 “As for you, My sheep, the 
Rsheep of My pasture, you are men, 
and Iam your God,” declares the Lord 
Gop. Ps 78:52: 80:1: Eze 36:38 ¢ Ps 100:3: Je 23:1 


Prophecy against Mount Seir 
3 Moreover, the word of the Lorp 
came to me saying, 

2 “Son of man, set your face 
against RMount Seir, and prophesy 
against it Ge 36:8; Eze 25:12; 36:5 

3 and say to it, “Thus says the 
Lord Gop, 

“Behold, lam against you, 
Mount Seir, 
And I will stretch out My hand 
against you 
And make you a desolation 
and a waste. 

4 “T will Slay waste your 

cities 

And you will become a 
desolation. 

Then you will know that Iam 
the Lorp. Eze 6:6; 35:9; Mal 1:3, 4 

5 “Because you have had ever- 
lasting enmity and have delivered 
the sons of Israel to the power of the 
sword at the time of their calamity, at 
the time of the punishment of the 
end, Ps 137:7; Eze 25:12, 15; 36:5; Am 1:11; Ob 10 

6 therefore as I live,” declares the 
Lord Gop, “I will give you over to 
Rbloodshed, and bloodshed will pur- 
sue you; since you have not hated 
bloodshed, therefore bloodshed will 
pursue you. Is 63:2-6; Eze 16:38; 32:6 

7 “I will make Mount Seir a 
waste and a desolation and I will cut 
off from it the one who passes 
through and returns. 

8 “T will fill its mountains with its 
slain; on your hills and in your valleys 
and in all your ravines those slain by 
the sword will ‘fall. Lit fall in them 

9 “I will make you an everlasting 
desolation and your cities will not be 
inhabited. Then you will know that I 
am the Lorp. Je 49:13; Eze 25:13 

10 “Because you have 8said, 
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‘These two nations and these two 
lands will be mine, and we will pos- 
sess ‘them,’ although the Lorp was 
there, Ps 83:4-12; Eze 36:2, 5 © Lit it 

11 therefore as I live,” declares the 
Lord Gop, “I will deal with you ac- 
cording to your anger and according 
to your envy which you showed be- 
cause of your hatred against them; so 
I will make Myself known among 
them when I judge you. © Ps9:16: 73:17, 18 

12 “Then you will know that I, the 
Lorp, have heard all your revilings 
which you have spoken against the 
mountains of Israel saying, ‘They are 
laid desolate; they are ®given to us for 
food.’ Je 50:7; Eze 36:2 

13. “And you have ®spoken arro- 
gantly against Me and have multi- 
plied your words against Me; I have 
heard it.” — Is 10:13, 14; 36:20; Je 48:26, 42: Da 11:36 

14 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “As 
all the 8earth rejoices, I will make you 
a desolation. Is 44:23: 49:13: Je 51:48 

15 “As you 8rejoiced over the in- 
heritance of the house of Israel be- 
cause it was desolate, 8so I will do to 
you. You will be a desolation, O 
Mount Seir, and all Edom, all of it. 
Then they will know that I am the 
LORD.” Je 50:11: La 4:21 © Ob 15 « Is 34:5, 6; Eze 35:3, 4 


Ans se bg of Israel to Be 
Blessed 
3 6.05 you, son of man, prophesy 
to the mountains of Israel and 
say, ‘O mountains of Israel, hear the 
word of the Lorb. 

2 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
cause the enemy has spoken against 
you, ‘Aha!’ and, ‘The everlasting 
Rheights have become our posses- 
sion, De 32:13; Ps 78:69; Is 58:14; Hab 3:19 

3 therefore prophesy and Say, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “For good 
reason they have made you 8desolate 
and crushed you from every side, that 
you would become a possession of the 
rest of the nations and you have been 
taken up in the talk and the whisper- 
ing of the people.”’” Je 2:15 

4 ‘Therefore, O 8mountains of Is- 
rael, hear the word of the Lord Gop. 
Thus says the Lord Gop to the moun- 
tains and to the hills, to the ravines 
and to the valleys, to the desolate 
wastes and to the forsaken cities 
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which have become a prey and a deri- 
sion to the rest of the nations which 
are round about, De 11:11; Eze 36:1, 6, 8 

5 therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Surely in the fire of My jeal- 
ousy I have spoken against the rest of 
the nations, and against all Edom, 
who ‘appropriated My land for them- 
selves as a possession with whole- 
hearted joy and with scorn of soul, to 
drive it out for.a prey.” Lit gave 

6 “Therefore prophesy concern- 
ing the land of Israel and say to the 
mountains and to the hills, to the 
ravines and to the valleys, “Thus says 
the Lord Gop, ‘Behold, I have spoken 
in My jealousy and in My wrath be- 
cause you have Rendured the insults 
of the nations,’ Ps 74:10; 123:3, 4; Eze 34:29 

7 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, ‘I have sworn that surely the na- 
tions which are around you will them- 
selves endure their insults. 

8 ‘But you, O mountains of Israel, 
you will put forth your branches and 
bear your fruit for My people Israel; 
for they will soon come. 

9 ‘For, behold, I am for you, and I 
will ®turn to you, and you will be 8cul- 
tivated and SOWN.Le 26:9 « Eze 28:26; 34:14; 36:34 

10 ‘I will multiply men on you, all 
the house of Israel, all of it; and the 
cities will be inhabited and the waste 
places will be rebuilt. 

11 ‘I will multiply on you man and 
beast; and they will increase and be 
fruitful; and I will cause you to be in- 
habited as you were ®formerly and 
will treat you ®better than at the first. 
Thus you will know that I am the 
LorpD. Je 30:18; Eze 16:55; Mi 7:14 ¢ Job 42:12; IS 51:3 

12 ‘Yes, I will cause 2men—My 
people Israel—to walk on you and 
possess you, so that you will become 
their inheritance and never again be- 
reave them of children.’ Eze 34:13, 14 

13 “Thus says the Lord Gop, ‘Be- 
cause they say to you, “You are a ®de- 
vourer of men and have bereaved 
your nation of children,” Nu 13:32 

14 therefore you will no longer 
devour men and no longer bereave 
your nation of children,’ declares the 
Lord Gop. 

15 “I will not let you hear "insults 
from the nations anymore, nor will you 
bear disgrace from the peoples any 
longer, nor will you cause your nation 
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to stumble any longer,” declares the 
Lord Gop.” Is 60:14; Eze 34:29; 36:7 

16 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to me Saying, 

17 “Son of man, when the house 
of Israel was living in their own land, 
they ®defiled it by their ways and their 
deeds; their way before Me was like 
Rthe uncleanness of a woman in her 
impurity. Je 2:7 © Le 15:19 

18 “Therefore I poured out My 
wrath on them for the blood which 
they had shed on the land, because 
they had defiled it with their idols. 

19 “Also I 8scattered them among 
the nations and they were dispersed 
throughout the lands. According to 
their ways and their deeds I judged 
them. De 28:64; Eze 5:12; 22:15; Am 9:9 

20 “When they came to the na- 
tions where they went, they ®profaned 
My holy name, because it was said of 
them, ‘These are the ®people of the 
Lorp; yet they have come out of His 
land, Is 52:5; Eze 12:16; RO 2:24 © Je 33:24 

21 “But I had concern for My 
Rholy name, which the house of Israel 
had profaned among the nations 
where they went. Ps 74:18; Is 48:9; Eze 20:44 


Israel to Be Renewed for His 
Name’s Sake 

22 “Therefore say to the house 
of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“It is not for your sake, O house of 
Israel, that I am about to act, but for 
My holy name, which you have pro- 
faned among the nations where you 
went. 

23 “I will 8vindicate the holiness 
of My great name which has been 
profaned among the nations, which 
you have profaned in their midst. 
Then the nations will know that I am 
the Lorp,” declares the Lord Gop, 
“when I prove Myself holy among you 
in their sight. 1s 5:16; Eze 20:41; 38:23: 39:7, 25 

24 “For I will take you from the 
nations, gather you from all the lands 
and bring you into your own land. 

25 “Then I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean; I 
will cleanse you from all your filthi- 
ness and from all your idols. 

y* 26 “Moreover, I will give you a 
__ new heart and put a new spirit 
within you; and I will remove the 
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Rheart of stone from your flesh and 
give you a heart of flesh. Eze 11:19; Ze 7:12 

27 “Iwill put My Spirit within you 
and cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and you will be careful to observe My 
ordinances. 

28 “You will live in the land that I 
gave to your forefathers; so you will 
be My people, and I will be your God. 

29 “Moreover, I will save you from 
all your uncleanness; and I will call 
for the grain and multiply it, and I will 
not bring a famine on you. 

30 “I will multiply the fruit of the 
tree and the produce of the field, so 
that you will not receive again the dis- 
grace of famine among the nations. 

31 “Then you will remember your 
evil ways and your deeds that were 
not good, and you will loathe your- 
selves in your own sight for your in- 
iquities and your abominations. 

32 “Iam not doing this ®for your 
sake,” declares the Lord Gop, “let it be 
known to you. Be ashamed and con- 
founded for your ways, O house of Is- 
rael!” De 9:5 
33 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “On 
the day that I cleanse you from all 
your iniquities, I will cause the ®cities 
to be inhabited, and the waste places 
will be rebuilt. Eze 36:10; Ze 8:7, 8 Is 58:12 

34 “The desolate land will be cul- 
tivated instead of being a desolation 
rn the sight of everyone who passes 


Vv. 

35 “They will say, ‘This desolate 
land has become like the garden of 
Eden; and the waste, desolate and ru- 
ined cities are fortified and inhabited’ 

36 “Then the nations that are left 
round about you will know that I, the 
Lorp, have rebuilt the ruined places 
and planted that which was desolate; 
I, the Lorp, have spoken and Rwill do 
1K? Eze 17:24; 22:14; 37:14; Ho 14:4-9 

37 “Thus says the Lord Gop, “This 
also I will let the house of Israel ask 
Me to do for them: I will increase their 
men like a flock. 

_ 38 “Like the ®flock for sacrifices, 
like the flock at Jerusalem during her 
appointed feasts, so will the waste 
cities be filled with flocks of men. 
Then they will know that I am the 
LORD)” 1 Ki 8:63; 2 Ch 35:7-9; Jo 2:14 
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Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones 
The Shand of the Lorp was 
upon me, and He brought me 

out by the Spirit of the Lorp and set 

me down in the middle of the valley; 

and it was full of bones. Eze 1:3; 33:22: 40:1 

2 He caused me to pass among 
them round about, and behold, there 
were very many on the surface of the 
valley; and lo, they were very dry. 

3 He said to me, “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” And I an- 
swered, “O Lord Gop, You know.” 

4 Again He said to me, “8Proph- 
esy over these bones and say to them, 
‘O dry bones, Shear the word of the 
Lorb”’ Eze 37:9, 12 ¢ Je 22:29; Eze 36:1 

5 “Thus says the Lord Gop to 
these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause F® 
breath to enter you that you may 
come to life. Ge 2:7; Ps 104:29, 30; Eze 37:9, 10, 14 

6 ‘I will put sinews on you, make 
flesh grow back on you, cover you 
with skin and put breath in you that 
you may come alive; and you will 
know that I am the Lorb.’” 

7 So I prophesied 8as I was com- 
manded; and as I prophesied, there 
was a ‘noise, and behold, a rattling; 
and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. Je 13:5-7 © Lit voice; or thunder 

8 And I looked, and behold, 
sinews were on them, and flesh grew 
and skin covered them; but there was 
no breath in them. 

9 Then He said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these 
slain, that they come to life.”’” 

10 So I prophesied as He com- 
manded me, and the ®breath came 
into them, and they came to life and 
stood on their feet, an 8exceedingly 
great army. Re 11:11 ¢ Je 30:19; 33:22 


The Vision Explained 

11 Then He said to me, “Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up and our hope has per- 
ished. We are completely cut off’ 

12 “Therefore prophesy and say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Be- 
hold, I will open your graves and 
cause you to come up out of your 
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graves, My people; and I will bring 
you into the land of Israel. 

13. “Then you will know that Iam 
the Lorp, when I have opened your 
graves and caused you to come up out 
of your graves, My people. 

14 “I will put My fSpirit within 
you and you will come to life, and I 
will place you on your own land. Then 
you will know that I, the Lorp, have 
Se ar and done it,” declares the 

ORD.” 


Reunion of Judah and Israel 

15 The word of the Lorp came 
again to me saying, 

16 “And you, son of man, take for 
yourself Sone stick and write on it, 
‘For Judah and for the sons of Israel, 
his companions’; then take another 
stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the 
stick of Ephraim and all the house of 
Israel, his companions,’ Nu 17:2,3 

17 “Then join them for yourself 
one to another into one stick, that 
they may become one in your hand. 

18 “When the sons of your people 
speak to you saying, ‘Will you not de- 
clare to us what you mean by these?’ 

19 say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “Behold, I will take the 
stick of Joseph, which is in the hand 
of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, 
his companions; and I will put them 
with it, with the stick of Judah, and 
make them one stick, and they will be 
one in My hand.”’ 

20 “The sticks on which you write 
will be in your hand before their eyes. 

21 “Say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “Behold, I will take the 
sons of Israel from among the nations 
where they have gone, and I will 
gather them from every side and 
bring them into their own land; 

22 and I will make them one na- 
tion in the land, on the mountains of 
Israel; and one king will be king for 
all of them; and they will no longer be 
two nations and no longer be divided 
into two kingdoms. Je 3:18; 50:4, 5; Eze 36:10 

23 “They will no longer defile 
themselves with their idols, or with 
their detestable things, or with any of 
their transgressions; but I will deliver 
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them from all their ‘dwelling places 
in which they have sinned, and will 
cleanse them. And they will be My 
people, and I will be their God. 


The Davidic Kingdom 

24 “My servant David will be king 
over them, and they will all have Sone 
shepherd; and they will walk in My 
ordinances and keep My statutes and 
observe them. Ps 78:71; Is 40:11; Eze 34:23 

25 “They will live on the land that 
I gave to Jacob My servant, in which 
your fathers lived; and they will live 
on it, they, and their sons and their 
sons’ sons, forever; and David My ser- 
vant will be their prince forever. 

26 “I will make a covenant of 
peace with them; it will be an ever- 
lasting covenant with them. And I will 
place them and ®multiply them, and 
will set My ®sanctuary in their midst 
forever. Je 30:19; Eze 36:10, 11, 37 * Eze 20:40; 43:7 

27 “My ®dwelling place also will be 
with them; and I will be their God, and 
they will be My people. Jo 1:14; Re 21:3 

28 “And the nations will know that 
I am the Lorpb ®who sanctifies Israel, 
when My sanctuary is in their midst 
forever.”’” Ex 31:13; Eze 20:12 


Prophecy about Gog and Future 

Invasion of Israel 

3 Sand the word of the Lorp came 
to me saying, 

2 “Son of man, set your face to- 
ward Gog of the land of Magog, the 
prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him 

3 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord 
TGop, “Behold, I am against you, O 
Gog, ‘prince of Rosh, Meshech and 
Tubal. Or chief prince of Meshech 

4 “T will turn you about and put 
hooks into your jaws, and I will ®bring 
you out, and all your army, ®horses 
and horsemen, all of them splendidly 
attired, a great company with buckler 
and shield, all of them wielding 
swords; Is 43:17 © Eze 38:15; Da 11:40 

5 RPersia, Ethiopia and Put with 
them, all of them with shield and hel- 
met; 2h 36:20; Ez 1:1; Eze 27:10; Da 8:20 * Lit Cush 

6 8Gomer with all its troops; 
Beth-togarmah from the remote parts 
of the north with all its troops—many 
peoples with you. Ge 10:2, 3 

7 “kBe prepared, and prepare 


956 


yourself, you and all your companies 
that are assembled about you, and be 
a guard for them. _ 1889 
8 “RAfter many days you will be 
summoned; in the latter years you will 
come into the land that is restored 
from the sword, whose inhabitants 
have been gathered from many na- 
tions to the mountains of Israel 
which had been a continual waste; 
but its people were brought out from 
the nations, and they are living se- 
curely, all of them. Is 24:22 « Eze 34:13; 36:1-8 
9 “You will go up, you will come 
like a storm; you will be like a cloud 
covering the land, you and all your 
troops, and many peoples with you.” 

10 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “It 
will come about on that day, that 
thoughts will come into your mind 
and you will devise an evil plan, 

11 and you will say, ‘I will go up 
against the land of ‘®unwalled vil- 
lages. I will go against those who are 
Rat rest, that live securely, all of them 
living without walls and having no 
bars or gates, Ze 2:4 Je 49:31 

12 to ®capture spoil and to seize 
plunder, to turn your hand against the 
waste places which are now inhab- 
ited, and against the people who are 
gathered from the nations, who have 
acquired cattle and goods, who live at 
the center of the world.’ 1s 10:6; Eze 29:19 

13 “RSheba and ®Dedan and the 
merchants of Tarshish with all its vil- 
lages will say to you, ‘Have you come 
to capture spoil? Have you assembled 
your company to seize plunder, to 
carry away silver and gold, to take 
away cattle and goods, to capture 
great spoil?’”’ Eze 27:22, 23 « Eze 25:13; 27:15, 20 

14 “Therefore prophesy, son of 
man, and say to Gog, “Thus says the 
Lord Gop, “On that day when My peo- 
ple Israel are ®living securely, will you 
not know it? Je 23:6; Eze 38:8, 11; Ze 2:5, 8 

15 “You will come from your place 
out of the remote parts of the north, 
you and many peoples with you, all of 
them riding on horses, a great assem- 
bly and a mighty army; Eze 39:2 

16 and you will come up against 
My people Israel like a cloud to cover 
the land. It shall come about in the 
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last days that I will bring you against 
My land, so that the nations may 
know Me when I am sanctified 
through you before their eyes, O Gog.” 

17 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “Are 
you the one of whom I spoke in for- 
mer days through My servants the 
prophets of Israel, who prophesied in 
those days for many years that I 
would bring you against them? 

18 “It will come about on that day, 
when Gog comes against the land of 
Israel,” declares the Lord Gop, “that 
My fury will mount up in My anger. 

19 “In My zeal and in My blazing 
wrath I declare that on that day there 
will surely be a great Rearthquake in 
the land of Israel. Joel 3:16; Hag 2:6, 7, 21 
: 20 “®The fish of the sea, the birds 

of the heavens, the beasts of the field, 
all the creeping things that creep on 
the earth, and all the men who are on 
the face of the earth will shake at My 
presence; the mountains also will be 
thrown down, the steep pathways will 
collapse and every wall will fall to the 
ground. Je 4:24, 25; Ho 4:3; Na 1:4-6 « Ze 14:4 

21 “I will call for a 8sword against 
him on all My mountains,” declares 
the Lord Gop. “Every man’s sword 
will be against his brother. Eze 14:17 

22 “With pestilence and with 
blood [ will enter into judgment with 
him; and I will rain on him and on his 
troops, and on the many peoples who 
are with him, a torrential rain, with 
hailstones, fire and brimstone. 

23 “I will magnify Myself, sanctify 
Myself, and make Myself known in 
the sight of many nations; and they 
will know that I am the Lorb.”’ 


ey against Gog—Invaders 
Destroyed 
39205 Ryou, son of man, proph- 
esy against Gog and say, “Thus 
says the Lord Gop, “Behold, I am 
against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, 
Meshech and Tubal; Eze 38:2 
2 and I will turn you around, 
drive you on, take you up from the re- 
motest parts of the north and bring 
you against the mountains of Israel. 

3 “I will strike your bow from 
come left hand and dash down your 
arrows from your right hand. 

4 “You will 8fal! on the moun- 
tains of Israel, you and all your troops 
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and the peoples who are with you; I 
will give you as ®food to every kind 
of predatory bird and beast of the 
field. 1s 14:24, 25; Eze 39:17-20 « Eze 29:5: 32:4, 5; 33:27 

5 “You will fall on the Topen field; 
for it is | who have spoken,” declares 
the Lord Gop. Lit face of the 

6 “And I will send fire upon 
Magog and those who inhabit the 
coastlands in safety; and they will 
know that I am the Lorn. 

7 “My 8holy name I will make 
known in the midst of My people Is- 
rael; and I will not let My holy name 
be profaned anymore. And the na- 
tions will know that I.am the Lorp, 
the Holy One in Israel. — kze 36:20-22: 39:25 

8 “Behold, itis coming and it shall 
be done,” declares the Lord Gon. “That 
is the day of which I have spoken. 

9 “Then those who inhabit the 
cities of Israel will 80 out and make 
fires with the weapons and burn 
them, both shields and bucklers, 
bows and arrows, war clubs and 
spears, and for seven years they will 
make fires of them. Is 66:24; Mal 1:5 

10 “They will not take wood from 
the field or gather firewood from the 
forests, for they will make fires with 
the weapons; and they will take the 
spoil of those who despoiled them 
and seize the ®plunder of those who 
Ae ate them,” declares the Lord 

Is 14:2; 33:1; Mi 5:8; Hab 2:8 

Ti “On that day I will give Gog a 
burial ground there in Israel, the val- 
ley of those who pass by east of the 
sea, and it will block off those who 
would pass by. So they will bury Gog 
there with all his horde, and they will 
call it the valley of Hamon-gog. 

12 “For seven months the house of 
Israel will be burying them in order to 
Rcleanse the land. De 21:23; Eze 39:14, 16 

13 “Even all the people of the land 
will bury them; and it will be to their 
renown on the day that I ®glorify My- 
self,” declares the Lord Gop. Eze 28:22 

14 “They will set apart men who 
will constantly pass through the land, 
Rburying those who were passing 
through, even those left on the surface 
of the ground, in order to cleanse it. At 
the end of seven months they will 
make a search. Je 14:16 

15 “As those who pass through the 
land pass through and anyone sees a 


EZEKIEL 39:16 958 


man’s bone, then he will set up a 
marker by it until the buriers have 
buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog. 

16 “And even the name of the city 
will be Hamonah. So they will cleanse 
the land.”’ 

17 “As for you, son of man, thus 
says the Lord Gop, ‘Speak to every 
Tkind of ®bird and to every beast of 
the field, “Assemble and come, gather 
from every side to My sacrifice which 
I am going to sacrifice for you, as a 
great sacrifice on the mountains of Is- 
rael, that you may eat flesh and drink 
blood. Lit wing « Is 56:9; Je 12:9; Eze 39:4; Re 19:17, 18 

18 “You will eat the flesh of 
mighty men and drink the blood of 
the princes of the earth, as though 
they were rams, lambs, goats and 
bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 

19 “So you will eat fat until you 
are glutted, and drink blood until you 
are drunk, from My sacrifice which I 
have sacrificed for you. 

20 “You will be glutted at My table 
with horses and charioteers, with 
mighty men and all the men of war,” 
declares the Lord Gop. 

21 “And I will set My glory among 
the nations; and all the nations will 
see My judgment which I have exe- 
cuted and My hand which I have laid 
on them. 

22 “And the house of Israel will 
Rknow that I am the Lorp their God 
from that day onward. Je 24:7 

23 “The nations will know that the 
house of Israel went into exile for 
their iniquity because they acted 
treacherously against Me, and I hid 
My face from them; so I gave them 
into the hand of their adversaries, and 
all of them fell by the sword. 

24 “According to their unclean- 
ness and according to their transgres- 
sions I dealt with them, and I hid My 
face from them.”’” 


Israel Restored 

25 Therefore thus says the Lord 
Gop, “Now I will restore the fortunes 
of Jacob and have mercy on the whole 
house of Israel; and I will be jealous 
for My holy name. Ex 20:5; Na 1:2 

26 “They will forget their dis- 
grace and all their treachery which 
they "perpetrated against Me, when 


they live securely on their own land 
with no one to make them afraid. 

27 “When I bring them back from 
the peoples and gather them from the 
lands of their enemies, then I shall be 
sanctified ‘through them in the sight 
of the many nations. Lit in 

28 “Then they will know that Iam 
the Lorp their God because I made 
them go into exile among the nations, 
and then gathered them again to their 
own land; and I will leave none of 
them there any longer. 

29 “I will not hide My face from 
them any longer, for I will have 
poured out My Spirit on the house of 
Israel,” declares the Lord Gop. 


Vision of the Man with a 
Measuring Rod 
4 In the ®twenty-fifth year of our 
exile, at the beginning of the 
year, on the tenth of the month, in the 
fourteenth year after the city was 
taken, on that same day the hand of 
the LorD was upon me and He 
brought me there. Eze 32:1, 17; 33:21 

2 In the ®visions of God He 
brought me into the land of Israel and 
set me on a very high mountain, and 
on it to the south there was a struc- 
ture like a city. Eze 1:1; 8:3; Da 7:1, 7 

3 So He brought me there; and 
behold, there was a man whose ap- 
pearance was like the appearance of 
bronze, with a line of flax and a meas- 
uring rod in his hand; and he was 
standing in the gateway. 

4 The man said to me, “8Son of 
man, see with your eyes, hear with 
your ears, and give attention to all 
that I am going to show you; for you 
have been brought here in order to 
show it to you. Declare to the house of 
Israel all that you see.” — Eze 2:1, 3,6, 8: 44:5 


Measurements Relating to the 
Temple 

5 And behold, there was a ®wall 
on the outside of the ‘temple all 
around, and in the man’s hand was a 
measuring rod of six cubits, each of 
which was a cubit and a hand- 
breadth. So he measured the thick- 


39:26 Another reading is bear 39:26 Lit did 
treacherously 
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ness of the wall, one rod; and the 
height, one rod. — 1s 26:1; Eze 42:20 « Lit house 

6 Then he went to the gate which 
faced east, went up its steps and 
measured the threshold of the gate, 
one rod in width; and the other 
threshold was one rod in width. 

7 The 8guardroom was one rod 
long and one rod wide; and there 
were five cubits between the guard- 
rooms. And the threshold of the gate 
by the porch of the gate facing inward 
was one rod. Eze 40:10-16, 21, 29, 33, 36 

8 Then he measured the porch of 
the gate facing inward, one rod. 

9 He measured the porch of the 
gate, eight cubits; and its side pillars, 
two cubits. And the porch of the gate 
was ‘faced inward. Lit from the house 

10 The guardrooms of the gate to- 
ward the east numbered three on each 
side; the three of them had the same 
measurement. The side pillars also 
“ee the same measurement on each 
side. 

11 And he measured the width of 
the gateway, ten cubits, and the length 
of the gate, thirteen cubits. 

12 There was a barrier wall one 
cubit wide in front of the guardrooms 
on each side; and the guardrooms 
were six cubits square on each side. 

13 He measured the gate from the 
roof of the one guardroom to the roof 
of the other, a width of twenty-five cu- 
bits from one door to the door oppo- 
site. 

14 He made the side pillars sixty 
cubits high; the gate extended round 
about to the side pillar of the ®court- 
yard. Ex 27:9; 1 Ch 28:6; Ps 100:4; Is 62:9; Eze 8:7; 42:1 

15 From the front of the entrance 
gate to the front of the inner porch of 
the gate was fifty cubits. 

16 There were shuttered windows 
looking toward the guardrooms, and 
toward their side pillars within the 
gate all around, and likewise for the 
porches. And there were windows all 
around inside; and on each side pillar 
were palm tree ornaments. 

17 Then he brought me into the 
outer court, and behold, there were 
chambers and a pavement made for 
the court all around; thirty chambers 
Tfaced the pavement. Lit to 

18 The pavement (that is, the 
lower pavement) was by the ‘side of 
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the gates, corresponding to the length 
of the gates. Lit shoulder 

19 Then he measured the width 
from the front of the Slower gate to 
the front of the exterior of the inner 
court, a hundred cubits on the east 
and on the north. Eze 40:23, 27: 46:1, 2 

20 As for the ®gate of the outer 
court which faced the north, he meas- 
ured its length and its width. — Eze 40:6 

21 It had three guardrooms on 
each side; and its 8side pillars and its 
porches had the same measurement 
as the first gate. Its length was fifty 
cubits and the width ®twenty-five cu- 
bits. Eze 40:7 ¢ Eze 40:16, 30 © Eze 40:15 ¢ Eze 40:13 

22 Its }windows and its porches 
and its palm tree ornaments had the 
same measurements as the gate 
which faced toward the east; and it 
was reached by seven steps, and its 
porch was in front of them. Eze 40:16 

23 The inner court had a gate op- 
posite the gate on the north as well as 
the gate on the east; and he measured 
a hundred cubits from gate to gate. 

24 Then he led me toward the 
south, and behold, there was a ®gate 
toward the south; and he measured its 
side pillars and its porches according 
to those same measurements. 

25 The gate and its porches had 
windows all around like those other 
windows; the length was fifty cubits 
and the width twenty-five cubits. it 1 

26 There were seven &steps going 
up to it; and its porches were in front 
of them; and it had ®palm tree orna- 
ments on its side pillars, one on each 
side. Eze 40:6, 22 * Eze 40:16 

27 The inner court had a gate to- 
ward the south; and he measured 
from gate to gate toward the south, a 
Rhundred cubits. Eze 40:23, 32 © Eze 40:19 

28 Then he brought me to the 
inner court by the south gate; and he 
measured the south gate according to 
those same measurements. 

29 Its guardrooms also, its side 
pillars and its porches were accord- 
ing to those same measurements. And 
the gate and its porches had windows 
all around; it was fifty cubits long and 
twenty-five cubits wide. 

30 There were porches all 
around, twenty-five cubits long and 
five cubits wide. Eze 40:16, 21 

31 Its porches were toward the 
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outer court; and ®palm tree orna- 
ments were on its side pillars, and its 
stairway had eight steps. Eze 40:16 

32 He brought me into the Xinner 
court toward the east. And he meas- 
ured the gate according to those same 
measurements. Eze 40:28-31, 35 

33 Its guardrooms also, its side 
pillars and its porches were accord- 
ing to those same measurements. And 
the gate and its porches had windows 
all around; it was fifty cubits long and 
twenty-five cubits wide. 

34 Its porches were toward the 
outer court; and palm tree ornaments 
were on its side pillars, on each side, 
and its stairway had eight steps. 

35 Then he brought me to the 
north gate; and he measured it ac- 
cording to those same measurements, 

36 with its §uardrooms, its side 
pillars and its porches. And the gate 
had windows all around; the length 
was fifty cubits and the width twenty- 
five cubits. Eze 40:7, 29 ¢ Eze 40:16 © Lit it 

37 Its side pillars were toward the 
outer court; and palm tree ornaments 
were on its side pillars on each side, 
and its stairway had eight steps. 

A chamber with its doorway 
was by the side pillars at the gates; 
there they rinse the burnt offering. 

39 In the porch of the gate were 
two tables on each side, on which to 
slaughter the burnt offering, the sin 
offering and the guilt offering. Eze 40-42 

40 On the outer side, Tas one went 
up to the gateway toward the north, 
were two tables; and on the other side 
of the porch of the gate were two ta- 
bles. Lit to the one going up 

4] Four tables were on each side 
next to the gate; or, eight tables on 
which they slaughter sacrifices. 

42 For the burnt offering there 
were four tables of hewn stone, a 
cubit and a half long, a cubit and a 
half wide and one cubit high, on 
which they lay the instruments with 
which they slaughter the burnt offer- 
ing and the sacrifice. — Eze 40:39 « Ex 20:25 

43 The double hooks, one hand- 
breadth in length, were installed in 
the house all around; and on the ta- 
bles was the flesh of the offering. 

44 From the outside to the 8inner 
gate were ®chambers for the singers 
in the inner court, one of which was at 
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the side of the north gate, with its 
front toward the south, and one at the 
side of the south gate facing toward 
the north. Eze 40:23, 27 ¢ Eze 40:17, 38 

45 He said to me, “This is the 
Rchamber which faces toward the 
south, intended for the priests who 
keep charge of the temple; — Eze 40:17, 38 

46 but the 8chamber which faces 
toward the north is for the priests who 
keep charge of the altar. These are the 
sons of Zadok, who from the sons of 
Levi come near to the Lorp to minis- 
ter to Him.” Eze 40:17, 38 

47 He measured the court, a per- 
fect square, a hundred cubits long 
and a hundred cubits wide; and the 
altar was in front of the temple. 

48 Then he brought me to the 
porch of the temple and measured 
each side pillar of the porch, five cu- 
bits on each side; and the width of the 
gate was three cubits on each side. 

49 The length of the porch was 
twenty cubits and the width eleven 
cubits; and at the ®stairway by which 
it was ascended were columns be- 
longing to the side pillars, one on 
each side. Eze 40:31, 34, 37 


The Inner Temple 
Then he brought me to the nave 
and measured the side pillars; 
six cubits wide on each side was the 
width of the side pillar. 

2 The width of the entrance was 
ten cubits and the sides of the en- 
trance were five cubits on each side. 
And he measured the length of the 
nave, ®forty cubits, and the width, 
twenty cubits. 1 Ki 6:2, 17; 2 Ch 3:3 

3 Then he went inside and 
measured each &side pillar of the 
doorway, two cubits, and the doorway, 
six cubits high; and the width of the 
doorway, seven cubits.  kEze 40:16 « Eze 41:1 

4 He measured its length, twenty 
cubits, and the width, twenty cubits, 
before the nave; and he said to me, 
“This is the most holy place.” 

5 Then he measured the wall of 
the temple, six cubits; and the width 
of the side chambers, four cubits, all 
around about the house on every side. 

6 ®The side chambers were in 
three stories, one above another, and 
thirty in each story; and the side 
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chambers extended to the wall 
which stood on their inward side all 
around, that they might be fastened, 
and not be fastened into the wall of 
the temple itself. 1 Ki 6:5-10 © 1 Ki 6:6, 10 
_ 7 The side chambers surround- 
ing the temple were wider at each 
successive story. Because the 8struc- 
ture surrounding the temple went up- 
ward by stages on all sides of the 
temple, therefore the width of the 
temple increased as it went higher; 
and thus one went up from the lowest 
story to the highest by way of the 
Tgecond story. 1 Ki 6:8 ¢ Lit middle 

8 I saw also that the house had a 

__ raised platform all around; the foun- 
dations of the side chambers were a 
full rod of six long cubits in height. 

9 The ‘thickness of the outer 
wall of the side chambers was five cu- 
bits. But the ®free space between the 
Bye chambers belonging to the tem- 

Lit width ¢ Eze 41:11 

“10 and the outer chambers was 
twenty cubits in width all around the 
temple on every side. Eze 40:17 

11 The doorways of the side 
chambers toward the free space con- 
sisted of one doorway toward the 
north and another doorway toward 
the south; and the width of the free 
space was five cubits all around. 

12 The 8building that was in front 
of the separate area at the side toward 
the west was seventy cubits wide; and 
the wall of the building was five cu- 
bits thick all around, and its length 
was ninety cubits. Eze 41:13, 15; 42:1 

13. Then he measured the temple, 
a hundred cubits long; the separate 
area with the building and its walls 
were also a hundred cubits long. 

14 Also the width of the front of 
the temple and that of the separate 
Tareas along the east side totaled a 
hundred cubits. Lit area 

15 He measured the length of the 
Rbuilding Talong the front of the sepa- 
rate area behind it, with a gallery on 
each side, a hundred cubits; he also 
measured the inner nave and the 
porches of the court. Eze 41:12, 13; 42:1 + Lit to 

16. The ®thresholds, the latticed 
windows and the galleries round 
about their three stories, opposite the 
threshold, were ®paneled with wood 
all around, and from the ground to the 
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windows (but the windows were cov- 
ered), Is'6:4; Eze 10:18; 40:6; 41:25 ¢ 1 Ki 6:15 
_ 17 over the entrance, and to the 
inner house, and on the outside, and 
on all the wall all around inside and 
outside, by measurement. 

18 It was carved with cherubim 
and palm trees; and a palm tree was 
between cherub and cherub, and 
every cherub had two faces, — Lit made 

19 a ®man’s face toward the palm 
tree on one side and a young 8lion’s 
face toward the palm tree on the other 
side; they were carved on all the house 
all around. Eze 1:10; 10:14 Eze 1:10; 10:14 

20 From the ground to above the 
entrance ®cherubim and ®palm trees 
were !carved, as well as on the wall of 
the nave. Eze 41:18 © Eze 41:18 © Lit made 

21 The doorposts of the nave were 
square; as for the front of the sanctu- 
ary, the appearance of one doorpost 
was like that of the other. 

22 The Raltar was of wood, three 
cubits high and its length two cubits; 
its corners, its ™base and its ‘sides 
were of wood. And he said to me, 
“This is the table that is before the 
LORD.” Ex 30:1-3:; 1 Ki 6:20; Re 8:3 « Lit length « Lit walls 

23 The 8nave and the sanctuary 
each had a double door. Eze 41:1 « Eze 41:4 

24 Each of the doors had two 
leaves, two ®swinging leaves; two 
leaves for one door and two leaves for 
the other. 1 Ki 6:34 

25 Also there were carved on 
them, on the doors of the nave, 
Rcherubim and ®palm trees like those 
carved on the walls; and there was a 
threshold of wood on the front of the 
porch outside. Eze 41:18 © Eze 41:18 

26 There were ®latticed windows 
and palm trees on one side and on the 
other, on the sides of the porch; thus 
were the side chambers of the house 
and the thresholds. Eze 41:16 


Chambers of the Temple 
4 Then he brought me out into the 
Router court, the way toward 
the north; and he brought me to the 
chamber which was opposite the sep- 
arate area and opposite the building 
toward the north. Eze 40:17; 20 
2 Along the length, which was a 
Rhundred cubits, was the north door; 
the width was fifty cubits. Eze 41:13 
3 Opposite the ®twenty cubits 
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which belonged to the inner court, 
and opposite the Spavement which be- 
longed to the outer court, was ‘gallery 
corresponding to gallery in three sto- 
res: Eze 41:10 ¢ Eze 40:17 * Or passageway 
4 Before the chambers was an 
inner walk ten cubits wide, a way of 
one hundred cubits; and their open- 
ings were on the north. Eze 46:19 
5 Now the upper chambers were 
Tgmaller because the ®galleries took 
more space away from them than 
from the lower and middle ones in the 
building. Lit shorter ¢ Eze 42:3 
6 For they were in ®three stories 
and had no pillars like the pillars of 
the courts; therefore the upper cham- 
bers were 'set back from the ground 
upward, more than the lower and 
middle ones. Eze 41:6 ¢ Or reduced 
7 As for the Souter wall by the 
side of the chambers, toward the 
outer court facing the chambers, its 
length was fifty cubits. Eze 42:10, 12 
8 For the length of the chambers 
which were in the outer court was 
fifty cubits; and behold, the length of 
those facing the temple was a ®hun- 
dred cubits. Eze 41:13, 14 
9 Below these chambers was the 
entrance on the east side, as one en- 
ters them from the outer court. 

10 In the thickness of the ®wall of 
the court toward the east, facing the 
separate area and facing the building, 
there were chambers. Eze 42:7 

11 The 8way in front of them was 
like the appearance of the chambers 
which were on the north, according to 
their length so was their width, and 
all their exits were both according to 
their arrangements and openings. 

12 Corresponding to the openings 
of the chambers which were toward 
the south was an opening at the head 
of the way, the way in front of the 
Rwall toward the east, as one enters 
them. Eze 42:7 

13 Then he said to me, “The north 
chambers and the south chambers, 
which are opposite the separate area, 
they are the 8holy chambers where 
the priests who are near to the Lorp 
shall eat the most holy things. There 
they shall lay the most holy things, 
the grain offering, the sin offering 
and the guilt offering; for the place is 
holy. Ex 29:31; Le 7:6; 10:13, 14, 17 
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14 “When the priests enter, then 
they shall not go out into the outer 
court from the sanctuary without 
RJaying there their garments in which 
they minister, for they are holy. They 
shall put on other garments; then they 
shall approach that which is for the 
people.” Eze 44:19 

15 Now when he had finished 
measuring the inner house, he 
brought me out by the way of the 
Rgate which faced toward the east and 
measured it all around. Eze 40:6; 43:1 

16 He measured on the east side 
with the measuring reed five hundred 
reeds by the kmeasuring reed. Eze 40:3 

17 He measured on the north side 
meget. reeds by the measuring 
reed. 

18 On the south side he measured 
five hundred reeds with the measur- 
ing reed. 

19 He turned to the west side and 
measured five hundred reeds with the 
measuring reed. 

20 He measured it on the four 
sides; it had a wall all around, the 
Rlength five hundred and the width 
five hundred, to divide between the 
holy and the profane. Eze 45:2: Re 21:16 


Vision of the Glory of God Filling 

the Temple 

4 Then he led me to the gate, the 
gate facing toward the east; 

2 and behold, the glory of the 
God of Israel was coming from the 
way of the east. And His voice was 
like the sound of many waters; and 
the earth shone with His glory. 

3 And it was like the appearance 
of the vision which I saw, like the vi- 
sion which I saw when He came to de- 
stroy the city. And the visions were 
like the vision which I saw by the 
river Chebar; and I fell on my face. 

4 And the glory of the Lorp 
came into the house by the way of the 
gate facing toward the east. 

5 And the 8Spirit lifted me up and 
brought me into the inner court; and 
behold, the glory of the Lorp filled the 
house. Eze 3:14; 8:3; 11:1, 24; 2 Co 12:2-4 

6 Then I heard one speaking to 
me from the house, while a man was 
standing beside me. Eze 1:26; 40:3 

7 He said to me, “Son of man, 
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this is the place of My 8throne and the 
place of the soles of My feet, where I 
will dwell among the sons of Israel 
forever. And the house of Israel will 
not again defile My holy name, nei- 
ther they nor their kings, by their har- 
lotry and by the Fcorpses of their 
kings when they die, Ps 47:8; Eze 1:26 
8 by setting their threshold by 
My threshold and their door post be- 
side My door post, with only the wall 
between Me and them. And they have 
Rdefiled My holy name by their abom- 
inations which they have committed. 
So I have consumed them in My 
anger. Eze 8:3, 16 
9 “Now let them 8put away their 
harlotry and the ‘corpses of their 
kings far from Me; and I will dwell 
among them forever. Eze 18:30, 31 
10 “As for you, son of man, ®de- 
scribe the temple to the house of Is- 
rael, that they may be 8ashamed of 
their iniquities; and let them measure 
the plan. Eze 40:4 © Eze 16:61, 63; 43:11 
11 “If they are ashamed of all that 
they have done, make known to them 
the design of the house, its structure, 
its Rexits, its entrances, all its designs, 
all its statutes, and all its laws. And 
write it in their sight, so that they may 
observe its whole design and all its 
statutes and do them. Eze 44:5 
12 “This is the ‘law of the house: 
its entire ‘area on the top of the 
Rmountain all around shall be most 
holy. Behold, this is the law of the 
house. Or instruction for ¢ Lit border ¢ Eze 40:2 


The Altar of Sacrifice 

13 “And these are the measure- 
ments of the 8altar by cubits (the ®cu- 
bit being a cubit and a handbreadth): 
the ™base shall be a cubit and the 
width a cubit, and its border on its 
edge round about one span; and this 
shall be the height of the base of the 
altar. Ex 27:1-8; 2 Ch 4:1 ¢ Eze 40:5; 41:8 ¢ Lit lap 

14 “From the base on the ground 
to the lower ®ledge shall be two cubits 
and the width one cubit; and from the 
smaller ledge to the larger ledge shall 
be four cubits and the width Tone 
cubit. Eze 43:17, 20; 45:19 © Lit the 

15 “The altar hearth shall be four 
cubits; and from the altar hearth shall 
extend upwards four horns. 

16 “Now the altar hearth shall be 


EZEKIEL 43:27 


twelve cubits long by twelve wide, 
Rsquare in its four sides. Ex 27:1 

17 “The ledge shall be fourteen 
cubits long by fourteen wide in its 
four sides, the border around it shall 
be half a cubit and its base shall be a 
cubit round about; and its ®steps shall 
Rface the east.” Ex 20:26 ¢ Eze 40:6 


The Offerings 

18 And He said to me, “Son of 
man, thus says the Lord Gop, “These 
are the statutes for the altar on the 
day it is built, to offer burnt offerings 
on it and to sprinkle blood on it. 

19 ‘You shall give to the Levitical 
priests who are from the offspring of 
Zadok, who draw near to Me to min- 
ister to Me,’ declares the Lord Gop, ‘a 
young bull for a sin offering. 

20 ‘You shall take some of its 
blood and put it on its four Shorns and 
on the four corners of the 8ledge and 
on the border round about; thus you 
shall cleanse it and make atonement 
for it. Le 8:15; 9:9; Eze 43:15 © Eze 43:14, 17 

21 ‘You shall also take the bull for 
the sin offering, and it shall be burned 
in the appointed place of the house, 
outside the sanctuary. 

22 ‘On the second day you shall 
offer a male goat without blemish for 
a sin offering, and they shall 8cleanse 
the altar as they cleansed it with the 
bull. Eze 43:25 ¢ Eze 43:20, 26 

23 ‘When you _ have finished 
cleansing it, you shall present a young 
bull without blemish and a 8ram with- 
out blemish from the flock. Ex 29:1 

24 ‘You shall present them before 
the Lorp, and the priests shall throw 
Rgalt on them, and they shall offer 
them up as a burnt offering to the 
Lorp. Le 2:13; Nu 18:19; Mk 9:49, 50; Col 4:6 

25 ‘kFor seven days you shall pre- 
pare daily a goat for a sin offering; 
also a young bull and a ram from the 
flock, without blemish, shall be pre- 
pared. Ex 29:35-37; Le 8:33, 35 

26 ‘For seven days they shall 
make atonement for the altar and pu- 
rify it; so shall they consecrate it. 

27 ‘When they have completed the 
days, it shall be that on the eighth day 
and onward, the priests shall offer 


43:7 Or monuments as in Ugaritic 43:7 Or in their 
high places 43:9 Or monuments as in Ugaritic 
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your burnt offerings on the altar, and 
your peace offerings; and I will ac- 
cept you,’ declares the Lord Gop.” 


Gate for the Prince 

4 a th He brought me back by 
the way of the Souter gate of the 

sanctuary, which faces the east; and it 

was shut. Eze 40:6, 17; 42:14 

2 The Lorn said to me, “This gate 
shall be shut; it shall not be opened, 
and no one shall enter by it, for the 
RLorp God of Israel has entered by it; 
therefore it shall be shut. Eze 43:2-4 

3 “As for the 8prince, he shall sit 
in it as prince to eat bread before the 
Lorp; he shall Renter by way of the 
porch of the gate and shall go out by 
the same way.” — Eze 34:24; 37:25 « Eze 46:2, 8-10 

4 Then He brought me by way of 
the north gate to the front of the 
house; and I looked, and behold, the 
glory of the Lorp filled the house of 
the Lorp, and I fell on my face. 

5 The Lorp said to me, “Son of 
man, ®mark well, see with your eyes 
and hear with your ears all that I say 
to you concerning all the statutes of 
the house of the Lorp and concerning 
all its laws; and mark well the en- 
trance of the house, with all exits of 
the sanctuary. De 32:46; Eze 40:4 

6 “You shall say to the 8rebel- 
lious ones, to the house of Israel, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “REnough of 
all your abominations, O house of Is- 
rael, Eze 2:5-7; 3:9 ° Eze 45:9; 1 Pe 4:3 

7 when you brought in ®foreign- 
ers, uncircumcised in heart and un- 
circumcised in flesh, to be in My 
sanctuary to profane it, even My 
house, when you offered My food, 
the fat and the blood; for they made 
My covenant void—this in addition to 
all your abominations. Ex 12:43-49 « Le 22:25 

8 “And you have not kept 
charge of My holy things yourselves, 
but you have set foreigners to keep 
charge of My sanctuary.” Le 22:2: Nu 18:7 

9 “Thus says the Lord Gop, “No 
foreigner uncircumcised in heart and 
uncircumcised in flesh, of all the for- 
eigners who are among the sons of Is- 
rael, shall enter My sanctuary. 

10 “But the Levites who went far 
from Me when Israel went astray, who 
Rwent astray from Me after their idols, 
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shall bear the punishment for their 
iniquity. 2 Ki 23:8, 9; Eze 22:26; 44:12 ¢ Nu 18:23 

11 “Yet they shall be ministers in 
My sanctuary, having oversight at the 
gates of the house and ministering in 
the house; they shall slaughter the 
burnt offering and the sacrifice for 
the people, and they shall ®stand be- 
fore them to minister to them. Nu169 

12 “Because they ministered to 
them before their idols and became a 
stumbling block of iniquity to the 
house of Israel, therefore I have sworn 
against them,” declares the Lord Gop, 
“that they shall Sbear the punishment 
for their iniquity. Eze 20:15, 23 © Eze 44:10 

13 “And they shall Snot come near 
to Me to serve as a priest to Me, nor 
come near to any of My holy things, 
to the things that are most holy; but 
they will ®bear their shame and their 
abominations which they have com- 
mitted. Nu 18:3 © Eze 16:61, 63; 39:26 

14 “Yet I will Tappoint them to 
Rkeep charge of the house, of all its 
service and of all that shall be done in 
it. Lit give ¢ Nu 18:4; 1 Ch 23:28-32; Eze 44:11 


Ordinances for the Levites 
15. “But the ®Levitical priests, the 
sons of Zadok, who kept charge of 
My sanctuary when the sons of Israel 
went astray from Me, shali come near 
to Me to minister to Me; and they 
shall stand before Me to offer Me the 
fat and the blood,” declares the Lord 
Gop. Je 33:18-22 © Eze 40:46; 43:19; 48:11 
16 “They shall enter My sanctu- 
ary; they shall come near to My 8table 
to minister to Me and keep My 
charge. Nu 18:5, 7, 8 © Eze 41:22; Mal 1:7, 12 
17 “It shall be that when they 
enter at the gates of the inner court, 
they shall be clothed with linen gar- 
ments; and wool shall not be on them 
while they are ministering in the gates 
of the inner court and in the house. 
18 “Linen turbans shall be on 
their heads and "linen undergarments 
shall be on their loins; they shall not 
gird themselves with anything which 
makes them sweat. Ex 28:42; Le 16:4 
19 “When they go out into the 
outer court, into the outer court to the 
people, they shall ®put off their gar- 
ments in which they have been minis- 
tering and lay them in the holy 
chambers; then they shall put on 
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other garments so that they will not 
transmit holiness to the people with 
their garments. Le 6:10; 16:4, 23, 24: Eze 42:14 

20 “Also they shall not shave 
their heads, yet they shall not let their 
locks grow long; they shall only trim 
the hair of their heads. Le 21:5 

21 “8Nor shall any of the priests 
drink wine when they enter the inner 
court. Le 10:9 

_22 “And they shall not marry a 
widow or a §divorced woman but shall 
Rtake virgins from the offspring of the 
house of Israel, or a widow who is the 
widow of a priest. Le 21:7, 14 ¢ Le 21:13 

23 “Moreover, they shall teach My 
people the difference between the 
holy and the profane, and cause them 
to discern between the unclean and 
the clean. 

24 “In a dispute they shall take 
their stand to judge; they shall judge it 
according to My ordinances. They 
shall also keep My laws and My 
statutes in all My ®appointed feasts 
and sanctify My sabbaths. Le 23:2, 4,44 

25 “They shall not go to a dead 
person to defile themselves; however, 
for father, for mother, for son, for 
daughter, for brother, or for a sister 
who has not had a husband, they may 
defile themselves. Le 21:1-4 

26 “After he is cleansed, seven 
days shall Felapse for him. —_Nu 1913-19 

27 “On the day that he goes into 
the sanctuary, into the ®inner court to 
minister in the sanctuary, he shall 
offer his ®sin offering,” declares the 
Lord Gop. Eze 44:17 © Le 5:3, 6; Nu 6:9-11 

28 “And it shall be with regard to 
an inheritance for them, that I am 
their inheritance; and you shall give 
them no possession in Israel—I am 
their possession. 

29 “They shall ®eat the grain of- 
fering, the sin offering and the guilt 
offering; and every devoted thing in 
Israel shall be theirs. Nu 18:9, 14; Jos 13:14 

30 “The first of all the first fruits 
of every kind and every contribution 
of every kind, from all your contribu- 
tions, shall be for the priests; you shall 
also give to the priest the "first of your 
dough to cause a ®blessing to rest on 
your house. Nu 15:20, 21 ¢ Mal 3:10 

31 “The priests shall not eat any 
bird or beast that has died a natural 
death or has been torn to pieces. 
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The Lorp’s Portion of the Land 
4 1a yeas when you &divide by lot 
the land for inheritance, you 
shall offer an allotment to the Lorp, a 
holy portion of the land; the length 
shall be the length of 25,000 cubits, 
and the width shall be 20,000. It shall 
be holy within all its boundary round 
about. Nu 34:13; Jos 13:7; 14:3; Eze 47:21; 48:29 

2 “Out of this there shall be for 
the holy place a square round about 
Rfive hundred by five hundred cubits, 
and fifty cubits for its Ropen space 
round about. Eze 42:20 ¢ Eze 27:28 

3 “From this Tarea you shall 
measure a length of 25,000 cubits and 
a width of 10,000 cubits; and in it 
shall be the sanctuary, the most holy 
place. Lit measure 

4 “Tt shall be the holy portion of 
the land; it shall be for the ®priests, 
the ministers of the sanctuary, who 
come near to minister to the Lorp, 
and it shall be a place for their houses 
and a holy place for the sanctuary. 

5 “An area 825,000 cubits in 
length and 10,000 in width shall be for 
the Levites, the ministers of the 
house, and for their possession "cities 
to dwell in. Eze 48:13 

6 “You shall give the city posses- 
sion of an area 5,000 cubits wide and 
25,000 cubits long, alongside the ‘al- 
lotment of the holy portion; it shall be 
for the whole house of Israel. 


Portion for the Prince 

7 “The prince shall have land on 
either side of the holy fallotment and 
the property of the city, adjacent to 
the holy fallotment and the property 
of the city, on the west side toward the 
west and on the east side toward the 
east, and in length comparable to one 
of the portions, from the west border 
to the east border. 

8 “This shall be his land for a 
possession in Israel; so My princes 
shall no longer 8oppress My people, 
but they shall give the rest of the land 
to the house of Israel according to 
their tribes.” Is 11:3-5; Je 23:5; Eze 19:7; 22:27; 46:18 

9 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, 
“REnough, you princes of Israel; put 
away violence and destruction, and 


44:26 Lit be counted 45:6 Or contribution 
45:7 Or contribution 
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practice justice and righteousness. 
Stop your expropriations from My 
people,” declares the Lord Gop. Eze 44:6 

10 “You shall have just balances, 
a just ephah and a just ®bath. Is 5:10 

11 “The ephah and the bath shall 
be 'the same quantity, so that the bath 
will contain a tenth of a homer and 
the ephah a tenth of a homer; ‘their 
anata shall be according to the 
hom Lit one ¢ Is 5:10 ¢ Lit its measure 

12 “The Rshekel shall be twenty 
gerahs; twenty shekels, twenty-five 
shekels, and fifteen shekels shall be 
your maneh. Ex 30:13; Le 27:25; Nu 3:47 

13 “This is the offering that you 
shall offer: a sixth of an ephah from a 
homer of wheat; a sixth of an ephah 
from a homer of barley; 

14 and the prescribed portion of 
oil (namely, the bath of oil), a tenth of 
a bath from each kor (which is ten 
baths or a homer, for ten baths are a 
homer); 

15 and one sheep from each flock 
of two hundred from the watering 
places of Israel—for a grain offering, 
for a burnt offering and for peace of- 
ferings, to make atonement for them,” 
declares the Lord Gop. Eze 45:17 

16 “RAll the people of the land 
shall ‘give to this offering for the 
Rprince in Israel. Ex 30:14, 15 « Lit bee Is 16:1 

17 “It shall be the 8prince’s part to 
provide the burnt offerings, the grain 
offerings and the drink offerings, at 
the feasts, on the new moons and on 
the sabbaths, at all the appointed 
feasts of the house of Israel; he shall 
provide the sin offering, the grain of- 
fering, the burnt offering and the 
peace offerings, to make atonement 
for the house of Israel.” Eze 46:4-12 

18 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “In 
the ®first month, on the first of the 
month, you shall take a young bull 
Rwithout blemish and cleanse the 
sanctuary. Ex 12:2 © Le 22:20; He 9:14 

19 “The priest shall take some of 
the blood from. the sin offering and 
put it on the door posts of the house, 
on the 8four corners of the ledge of 
the altar and on the posts of the gate 
of the inner court. Le 16:18-20; Eze 43:20 

20 “Thus you shall do on the sev- 
enth day of the month for everyone 
who goes astray or is naive; so you 
shall make atonement for the house. 
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21 “In the 8first month, on the 
fourteenth day of the month, you shall 
have the ®Passover, a feast of seven 
days; unleavened bread shall be 
eaten. Nu 28:16f © Ex 12:1-24; Le 23:5-8 

22 “On that day the prince shall 
provide for himself and all the people 
of the land a bull for a sin offering. 

23 “During the ®seven days of the 
feast he shall provide as a ®burnt of- 
fering to the Lorp seven bulls and 
seven rams without blemish on every 
day of the seven days, and a male goat 
daily for a sin offering. Le 23:8 « Nu 28:16-25 

24 “He shall provide as a ®grain 
offering an ephah ‘with a bull, an 
ephah with a ram anda hin of oil with 
an ephah. Nu 28:12-15; Eze 46:5-7 « Lit for 

25 “In the seventh month, on the 
fifteenth day of the month, at the 
feast, he shall provide like this, seven 
days for the sin offering, the burnt of- 
fering, the grain offering and the oil.” 


The Prince’s Offerings 
AGis says the Lord Gop, “The 
Reate of the Xinner court facing 
east shall be shut the six working 
days; but it shall be opened on the 
sabbath day and opened on the day of 
the new moon. Eze 45:19 © Eze 8:16; 10:3 
2 “The ®prince shall enter by way 
of the porch of the gate from outside 
and stand by the 8post of the gate. 
Then the priests shall provide his 
burnt offering and his peace offer- 
ings, and he shall worship at the 
threshold of the gate and then go out; 
but the gate shall not be ®shut until 
the evening. Eze 44:3; 46:8 « Eze 45:19 « Eze 46:12 
3 “The 8people of the land shall 
also worship at the doorway of that 
gate before the Lorp on the sabbaths 
and on the 8new moons.» Lk 1:10 « Eze 46:1 
4 “The ®burnt offering which the 
prince shall offer to the Lorp on the 
sabbath day shall be ®six lambs with- 
out blemish and a ram without blem- 
ish; Eze 45:17 © Nu 28:9 
5 and the ®grain offering shall be 
an ephah with the ram, and the grain 
offering with the lambs as much as he 
is able to give, and a hin of oil with an 
ephah. Nu 28:12: Eze 45:24; 46:7, 11 
6 “On the day of the knew moon 
he shall offer a young bull without 
blemish, also six lambs and a ram, 
which shall be without blemish. kze 46:1 
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7 “And he shall provide a grain 
offering, an ephah ™with the bull and 
an ephah with the ram, and with the 
lambs as much as he is able, and a hin 
of oil with an ephah. Eze 46:5 ¢ Lit for 

8 “When the prince enters, he 
shall go in by way of the porch of the 
gate and go out by the same way. 

9 “But when the people of the 
land come ®before the Lorp at the ap- 
pointed feasts, he who enters by way 
of the north gate to worship shall go 
out by way of the south gate. And he 
who enters by way of the south gate 
shall go out by way of the north gate. 
No one shall return by way of the gate 
by which he entered but shall go 
straight out. Ex 34:23; Ps 84:7; Mi 6:6 

10 “When they go in, the prince 
shall go in among them; and when 
they go out, he shall go out. 

11 “At the festivals and the ap- 
pointed feasts the grain offering shall 
be an ephah with a bull and an ephah 
with a ram, and with the lambs as 
much as one is able to give, and a hin 
of oil with an ephah. 

12 “When the prince provides a 
freewill offering, a burnt offering, or 
peace offerings as a freewill offering 
to the Lorp, the gate facing east shall 
be opened for him. And he shall 
provide his burnt offering and his 
peace offerings as he does on the 
Rsabbath day. Then he shall go out, 
and the gate shall be shut after he 
goes out. Eze 45:17 

13 “And you shall provide a lamb 
a year old without blemish for a 
burnt offering to the Lorp daily; 
Rmorning by morning you shall pro- 
vide it. Is 50:4 

14 “Also you shall provide a grain 
offering with it morning by morning, 
a ®sixth of an ephah and a third of a 
hin of oil to moisten the fine flour, a 
grain offering to the Lorp continually 
by a perpetual ‘ordinance. Nu 28:5 

15 “Thus they shall provide the 
lamb, the grain offering and the oil, 
morning by morning, for a continual 
burnt offering.” Ex 29:42; Nu 28:6 

16 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop, “If the 
prince gives a ®gift out of his inheri- 
tance to any of his sons, it shall be- 
long to his sons; it is their possession 
by inheritance. 2.Ch 21:3 

17 “But if he gives a gift from his 
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inheritance to one of his servants, it 
shall be his until the ®year of liberty; 
then it shall return to the prince. His 
inheritance shall be only his sons’; it 
shall belong to them. Le 25:10 

18 “The prince shall ®not take 
from the people’s inheritance, thrust- 
ing them out of their possession; he 
shall give his sons inheritance from 
his own possession so that My people 
will not be scattered, anyone from his 
possession.”’” Eze 45:8 


The Boiling Places 

19 Then he brought me through 
the Rentrance, which was at the side 
of the gate, into the holy chambers for 
the priests, which faced north; and be- 
hold, there was a place at the extreme 
rear toward the west. Eze 42:9; 44:5 

20 He said to me, “This is the 
place where the priests shall boil the 
guilt offering and the sin offering and 
where they shall bake the grain offer- 
ing, in order that they may not bring 
them out into the outer court to trans- 
mit holiness to the people.” 

21 Then he brought me out into 
the outer court and led me across to 
the four corners of the court; and be- 
hold, in every corner of the court 
there was a small court. 

22 Inthe four corners of the court 
there were enclosed courts, forty cu- 
bits long and thirty wide; these four in 
the corners were the same size. 

23 There was a row of masonry 
round about in them, around the four 
of them, and boiling places were 
made under the rows round about. 

24 Then he said to me, “These are 
the boiling "places where the minis- 
ters of the house shall boil the sacri- 
fices of the people.” Lit houses 


Water from the Temple 
4 Then he brought me back to the 
Rdoor of the house; and behold, 
water was flowing from under the 
threshold of the house toward the east, 
for the house faced east. And the water 
was flowing down from under, from 
the right side of the house, from south 
of the altar. Eze 41:2, 23-25 
2 He brought me out by way of 
the north gate and led me around ‘on 
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the outside to the outer gate by way of 
the gate that faces east. And behold, 
water was trickling from the south 
side. Lit by way of 

3 When the man went out toward 
the east with a line in his hand, he 
measured a thousand cubits, and he 
led me through the water, water 
reaching the ankles. 

4 Again he measured a thousand 
and led me through the water, water 
reaching the knees. Again he meas- 
ured a thousand and led me through 
the water, water reaching the loins. 

5 Again he measured a thou- 
sand; and it was a river that I could 
not ford, for the water had risen, 
enough water to swim in, a 8river that 
could not be forded. Is 11:9; Hab 2:14 

6 He said to me, “Son of man, 
have you 8&seen this?” Then he 
brought me "back to the bank of the 
YiVEY. Eze 8:6; 40:4; 44:5 ¢ Lit and caused me to return 

7 Now when I had returned, be- 
hold, on the bank of the river there 
were very many trees on the one side 
and on the other. 1s 60:13, 21; 61:3; Eze 47:12 

8 Then he said to me, “These wa- 
ters go out toward the eastern region 
and go down into the Arabah; then 
they go toward the sea, being made to 
flow into the ®sea, and the waters of 
the sea become "fresh. Jos 3:16 Lit healed 

9 “It will come about that every 
living creature which swarms in every 
place where the ‘river goes, will live. 
And there will be very many fish, for 
these waters go there and the others 
become fresh; so everything will live 
where the river goes. Lit two rivers 

10 “And it will come about that 
Rfishermen will stand beside it; from 
Engedi to Eneglaim there will be a 
place for the spreading of nets. Their 
fish will be according to their kinds, 
like the fish of the Great Sea, very 
many. Ma 4:19; 13:47; Lk 5:10 ¢ Lk 5:5-9; Jo 21:6 

11 “But its swamps and marshes 
will not become 'fresh; they will be 
Tleft for Rsalt. Lit healed ¢ Lit given * De 29:23 

12 “By the river on its bank, on 
one side and on the other, will grow 
all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves 
will not wither and their fruit will not 
fail. They will bear every month be- 
cause their water flows from the sanc- 
tuary, and their fruit will be for food 
and their leaves for healing.” 
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Boundaries and Division of the 
Land é 

13 Thus says the Lord Gop, “This 
shall be the boundary by which you 
shall divide the land for an inheri- 
tance among the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael; Joseph shall have two portions. 

14 “You shall divide it for an in- 
heritance, each one equally with the 
other; for I 8swore to give it to your 
forefathers, and this land shall fall to 
you as an inheritance. De 1:8; Eze 20:6 

15 “This shall be the boundary of 
the land: on the 8north side, from the 
Great Sea by the way of Hethlon, to 
the entrance of ®Zedad; Nu 34:7-9 + Nu 34:8 

16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, 
which is between the border of 3Dam- 
ascus and the border of Hamath; 
Hazer-hatticon, which is by the bor- 
der of Hauran. Ge 14:15; Eze 47:17, 18; 48:1 

17 “The boundary shall Textend 
from the sea to RHazar-enan at the 
border of Damascus, and on the north 
toward the north is the border of 
Hamath. This is the north side. Nu 34:9 

18 “The Reast side, from between 
Hauran, Damascus, ®Gilead and the 
land of Israel, shall be the 8Jordan; 
from the north border to the eastern 
sea you shall measure. This is the east 
side. Nu 34:10-12 © Ge 37:25; Je 50:19 ¢ Ge 13:10, 11 

19 “The 8south side toward the 
south shall extend from ®Tamar as far 
as the waters of Meribath-kadesh, to 
the brook of Egypt and to the ®Great 
Sea. This is the south side toward the 
south. Nu 34:3-5 ¢ Eze 48:28 ¢ De 32:51 

20 “The ®west side shall be the 
Great Sea, from the south border to a 
point opposite 'Lebo-hamath. This is 
the west side. Nu 3466 Or entrance of Hamath 

21 “So you shall divide this land 
among yourselves according to the 
tribes of Israel. 

22 “You shall divide it by lot for 
an inheritance among yourselves 
and among the aliens who stay in 
your midst, who bring forth sons in 
your midst. And they shall be to you 
as the native-born among the sons of 
Israel; they shall be allotted an in- 
heritance with you among the tribes 
of Israel. 

23 “And in the tribe with which 
the alien stays, there you shall give 
him his inheritance,” declares the 
Lord Gop. 
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Division of the Land 
4 8.4 ow these are the names of the 
Mtribes: from the northern ex- 
tremity, beside the way of Hethlon to 
Lebo-hamath, as far as Hazar-enan at 
the border of Damascus, toward the 
north beside Hamath, running from 
east AS west, Dan, one portion. 

2 “Beside the border of Dan, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RAsher, one portion. Jos 19:24-31 

3 “Beside the border of Asher, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RNaphtali, one portion. Jos 19:32-39 

4 “Beside the border of Naphtali, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RManasseh, one portion. Jos 13-29-31; 17:1-11 

5 “Beside the border of Man- 
asseh, from the east side to the west 
side, Ephraim, one portion. 

6 “Beside the border of Ephraim, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RReuben, one portion. Jos 13:15-21 

7 “Beside the border of Reuben, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RJudah, one portion. Jos 15:1-63; 19:9 

8 “And beside the border of 
Judah, from the east side to the west 
side, shall be the Fallotment which 
you shall set apart, 25,000 cubits in 
width, and in length like one of the 
portions, from the east side to the 
west side; and the ®sanctuary shall be 
in the middle of it. 1s 12:6; 33:20-22; Eze 45:3, 4 

9 “The allotment that you shall 
set apart to the Lorp shall be 25,000 
cubits in length and 10,000 in width. 


Portion for the Priests 

10 “The holy allotment shall be 
for these, namely for the ®priests, to- 
ward the north 25,000 cubits in 
length, toward the west 10,000 in 
width, toward the east 10,000 in 
width, and toward the south 25,000 in 
length; and the sanctuary of the Lorp 
shall be in its midst. Eze 44:28; 45:4 

11 “It shall be for the priests who 
are sanctified of the 8sons of Zadok, 
who have kept My charge, who did 
not go astray when the sons of Israel 
ae astray as the ®Levites went 
astra Eze 40:46: 44:15 © Eze 44:10, 12 

1D. “Jt shall be an allotment to 
them from the allotment of the land, a 
most holy place, by the border of the 
Levites. 

13 “Alongside the border of the 
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priests the Levites shall have 25,000 
cubits in length and 10,000 in width. 
The whole length shall be 25,000 cu- 
bits and the width 10,000. 

14 “Moreover, they 8shall not sell 
or exchange any of it, or alienate this 
choice portion of land; for it is holy to 
the Lorp. Le 25:32-34; 27:10, 28, 33 

15 “The remainder, 5,000 cubits in 
width and 25,000 Tin length, shall be 
for common use for the city, for 
dwellings and for open spaces; and 
the city shall be in its midst. Lit in front 

16 “These shall be its measure- 
ments: the north side 4,500 cubits, the 
south side 84,500 cubits, the east side 
4,500 cubits, and the west side 4,500 
cubits. Re 21:16 

17 “The city shall have open 
spaces: on the north 250 cubits, on the 
south 250 cubits, on the east 250 cu- 
bits, and on the west 250 cubits. 

18 “The remainder of the length 
alongside the holy allotment shall be 
10,000 cubits toward the east and 
10,000 toward the west; and it shall be 
Talongside the holy allotment. And its 
produce shall be food for the workers 
of the city. Or exactly as 

19 “The workers of the city, out of 
all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate 
it. 

20 “The whole allotment shall be 
25,000 by 25,000 cubits; you shall Tset 
apart the holy allotment, a square, 
with the property of the city. _Lit offer 


Portion for the Prince 

21 “The 8remainder shall be for 
the prince, on the one side and on the 
other of the holy allotment and of 
the property of the city; in front of the 
25,000 cubits of the allotment toward 
the east border and westward in front 
of the 25,000 toward the west border, 
alongside the portions, it shall be for 
the prince. And the holy allotment 
and the sanctuary of the house shall 
be in the middle of it. Eze 34:24; 45:7; 48:22 

22 “Exclusive of the "property of 
the Levites and the "property of the 
city, which are in the middle of that 
which belongs to the prince, every- 
thing between the border of Judah 
and the border of Benjamin shall be 
for the prince. Or possession * Or possession 


48:8 Or contribution, and so throughout the ch 
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Portion for Other Tribes 

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: 
from the east side to the west side, 
RBenjamin, one portion. Jos 18:21-28 

24 “Beside the border of Ben- 
jamin, from the east side to the west 
side, 8Simeon, one portion. Jos 19:1-9 

25 “Beside the border of Simeon, 
from the east side to the west side, ®Is- 
sachar, one portion. Jos 19:17-23 

26 “Beside the border of Issachar, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RZebulun, one portion. Jos 19:10+16 

27 “Beside the border of Zebulun, 
from the east side to the west side, 
RGad, one portion. Jos 13:24-28 

28 “And beside the border of Gad, 
at the south side toward the south, the 
border shall be from Tamar to the wa- 
ters of Meribath-kadesh, to the brook 
of Egypt, to the Great Sea. 

29 “This is the 8land which you 
shall divide by lot to the tribes of Is- 
rael for an inheritance, and these are 
their several portions,” declares the 
Lord Gop. Eze 47:13-20 
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The City Gates : 

30 “These are the exits of the city: 
on the ®north side, 4,500 cubits by 
measurement, Eze 48:32-34 

31 ‘shall be the gates of the city, 
Rnamed for the tribes of Israel, three 
gates toward the north: the gate of 
Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; 
the gate of Levi, one. Lit and« Re 21:12, 13 

32 “On the east side, 4,500 cubits, 
Tghall be three gates: the gate of 
Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, 
one; the gate of Dan, one. Lit and 

33. “On the south side, 4,500 cubits 
by measurement, ‘shall be three 
gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the 
gate of Issachar, one; the gate of Ze- 
bulun, one. Lit and 

34 “On the west side, 4,500 cubits, 
shall be three gates: the gate of Gad, 
one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of 
Naphtali, one. 

35 “The city shall be 18,000 cubits 
round about; and the 8name of the 
city from that day shall be, “The Lorp 
is there.” Je 23:6; 33:16 
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Author: Daniel’s life and ministry 
bridge the entire seventy-year 
period of Babylonian captivity. 
This claims Daniel as. author, 
and it uses the first person 
from 7:2 onward. The Jewish 
Talmud supports this claim, 
and Christ attributed a quote 
from 9:27 to “Daniel the 
prophet” (Ma 24:15). Daniel’s 
wisdom and divinely given in- 
terpretive abilities brought him 
into a position of prominence, 
especially in the courts of 
Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. 


Time: c. 605-536 B.c. 


The Choice Young Men 
In the third year of the reign of Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. 

2 The ®Lord gave Jehoiakim king 
of Judah into his hand, along with 
some of the vessels of the house of 
God; and he brought them to the land 
of Shinar, to the house of his *god, and 
he brought the vessels into the treas- 
ury of his Fgod. Is 42:24; Da 2:37, 38 
y* 3 Then the king ordered Ashpe- 

naz, the chief of his fofficials, to 
bring in some of the sons of Israel, in- 
cluding some of the royal 8family and 
of the nobles, 2 Ki 24:15; Is 39:7 

4 youths in whom was &no de- 
fect, who were good-looking, showing 
Rintelligence in every branch of wis- 
dom, endowed with understanding 
and discerning knowledge, and who 
had ability for serving in the king’s 
court; and he ordered him to teach 
them the fliterature and language of 
the Chaldeans. 2 Sa 14:25 « Da 1:17» Lit standing 

5 The king appointed for them a 
daily ration from the ®king’s choice 
food and from the wine which he 
drank, and appointed that they 
should be educated three years, at the 


Key Verse: Da 2:20-22 


Theme: Daniel is one of very few he- 
roes in the Bible whose record 
is flawless. He is an example of 
how to live and work as a be- 
liever in a hostile environment; 
a man of action while at the 
same time fully aware of his 
dependence on God. The im- 
portant prophecies in Daniel 
have inspired many interpre- 
tations over the years. Many 
have attempted to identify the 
various elements of the 
prophecies and apply them to 
contemporary figures. 


end of which they were to enter the 
king’s personal service. Da 1:8 

6 Now among them from the 
sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah. 

7 Then the commander of the of- 
ficials assigned new names to them; 
and to Daniel he assigned the name 
RBelteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, 
to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah 
Abed-nego. Da 2:26; 4:8: 5:12 


Daniel’s Resolve 

8 But Daniel made up his mind 
that he would not &defile himself with 
the king’s choice food or with the 
wine which he drank; so he sought 
permission from the commander of 
the officials that he might not defile 
himself. Le 11:47; Eze 4:13, 14; Ho 9:3, 4 

9 Now God granted Daniel favor 
and compassion in the sight of the 
commander of the officials, 

10 and the commander of the offi- 
cials said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my 
lord the king, who has appointed your 
food and your drink; for why should 
he see your faces looking more hag- 


1:2 Orgods % 1:3-6 1:3 Or eunuchs, and so 
throughout the ch 1:4 Or writing 
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gard than the youths who are your 
own age? Then you would make me 
forfeit my head to the king.” 

11 But Daniel said to the overseer 
whom the commander of the officials 
had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah, 

12 “Please test your servants for 
ten days, and let us be given some 
vegetables to eat and water to drink. 

13 “Then let our appearance be 
Tobserved in your presence and the 
appearance of the youths who are eat- 
ing the king’s choice food; and deal 
with your servants according to what 
you see.” Lit seen 

14 So he listened to them in this 
matter and tested them for ten days. 

15 Atthe end of ten days their ap- 
pearance seemed ®better and ‘they 
were fatter than all the youths who 
had been eating the king’s choice 
food. Ex 23:25; Pr 10:22 © Lit fat of flesh 

16 So the overseer continued to 
withhold their choice food and the 
wine they were to drink, and kept 
Reiving them vegetables. Da 1:12 
oe 17 As for these four youths, 

God gave them knowledge and 
intelligence in every branch of "litera- 
ture and wisdom; Daniel even under- 
stood all kinds of visions and 
dreams. Or writing ® Da 2:19; 7:1; 8:1 

18 Then at the end of the days 
which the king had ‘specified ‘for 
presenting them, the commander of 
the officials presented them before 
Nebuchadnezzar. Lit said « Lit to bring them in 

19 The king talked with them, and 
out of them all not one was found like 
RDaniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah; so they ®entered the king’s 
personal service.  Da1:6,7° Ge 41:46; Da 1:5 

20 As for every matter of }wisdom 
and understanding about which the 
king consulted them, he found them 
ten times "better than all the magi- 
cians and conjurers who were in all 
his realm. 1 Ki 4:30, 31; Da 1:17 © Da 2:27, 28, 46, 48 

21 And Daniel continued until the 
first year of Cyrus the king. 


The King’s Forgotten Dream 
Now in the second year of the 
reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Neb- 
uchadnezzar ®had dreams; and his 
spirit was troubled and his sleep left 
him. Ge 40:5-8; 41:1, 8; Job 33:15-17; Da 2:3; 4:5 
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2 Then the king gave orders to 
call in the ‘magicians, the conjurers, 
the sorcerers and the ‘Chaldeans to 
tell the king his dreams. So they came 
in and stood before the king. 

3 The king said to them, “I hada 
dream and my spirit is anxious to un- 
derstand the dream.” Lit dreamed 

4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to 
the king in RAramaic: “®O king, live 
forever! ®Tell the dream to your Ser- 
vants, and we will declare the inter- 
pretation.” — Ez 4:7; 1s 36:11 ¢ Da 3:9; 5:10 ¢ Da 2:7 

5 The king replied to the 
Chaldeans, “The command from me 
is firm: if you do not make known to 
me the dream and its interpretation, 
you will be 8torn limb from limb and 
your houses will be made a rubbish 
heap. Ez 6:11; Da 2:12; 3:29 

6 “But if you declare the dream 
and its interpretation, you will receive 
from me gifts and a reward and great 
honor; therefore declare to me the 
dream and its interpretation.” 

7 They answered a second time 
and said, “Let the king ®tell the dream 
to his servants, and we will declare 
the interpretation. 4 Da 2:4 

8 The king replied, “I know for 
certain that you are bargaining for 
time, inasmuch as you have seen that 
the command from me is firm, 

9 that if you do not make the 
dream known to me, there is only one 
decree for you. For you have agreed 
together to speak lying and corrupt 
words before me until the situation is 
changed; therefore tell me the dream, 
that I may know that you can declare 
to me its interpretation.” 

_ 10 The Chaldeans answered ‘the 
king and said, “There is not a man on 
earth who could declare the matter 
Tfor the king, inasmuch as no great 
king or ruler has ever asked anything 
like this of any magician, conjurer or 
Chaldean. Lit before the Lit of * Da 2:2, 27 

_ 11 “Moreover, the thing which the 
king demands is difficult, and there 
is no one else who could declare it to 
the king except "gods, whose 
‘dwelling place is not with mortal 
flesh.” Ge 41:39; Da 5:11 © Ex 29:45: Is 57:15 

12 Because of this the king be- 


Y V:17 2:20r soothsayer priests 2:2 Or master 
astrologers, and so throughout the ch 


| friends to kill them. 
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came ®indignant and very furious and 
gave orders to destroy all the wise 
men of Babylon. Ps 76:10: Da 2:5; 3:13, 19 

13 So the ?decree went forth that 
the wise men should be slain; and 
they looked for "Daniel and _ his 
Or law ¢ Da 1:19, 20 

14 Then Daniel replied with dis- 
cretion and discernment to RArioch, 


| the captain of the king’s "bodyguard, 
_ who had gone forth to slay the wise 


men of Babylon; Da 2:24 © Or executioners 
15 he said to Arioch, the king’s 
commander, “For what reason is the 
Tdecree from the king so Turgent?” 
Then Arioch informed Daniel about 
the matter. Or law ¢ Or harsh 
16 So Daniel went in and re- 
quested of the king that he would give 
him time, in order that he might de- 
clare the interpretation to the king. 
17 Then Daniel went to his house 
and informed his friends, SHananiah, 
ada and Azariah, about the mat- 
Da 1:6 
"18 so that they might request com- 
passion from the God of heaven con- 


cerning this mystery, so that Daniel 


and his friends would not be ®de- 
stroyed with the rest of the wise men 
of Babylon. Ge 18:28; Mal 3:18 


The Secret Is Revealed 
to Daniel 
19 Then the mystery was re- 
vealed to Daniel in a night ®vi- 
sion. Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven; Nu 12:6; Job 33:15, 16; Da 1:17; 7:2, 7, 13 
20 Daniel said, 
“Let the name of God be 
blessed forever and ever, 
For wisdom and power belong 


to Him. 
21 “It is He who changes the times 
and the epochs; 
He removes kings and 
establishes kings; 
He gives wisdom to wise men 
And knowledge to ™men of 
understanding. Lit knowers 
22 “It is He who 8reveals the 
profound and hidden 
things; 
He knows what is in the 
darkness, 
And the light dwells with 
Him. Job 12:22; Ps 25:14; Da 2:19, 28 
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23 “To You, O God of my fathers, 
I give thanks and 
praise, 

For You have given me wisdom 
and power; 

Even now You have made 
known to me what we 
requested of You, 

For You have made known to 
us the king’s matter.” 

24 Therefore, Daniel went in to 
Arioch, whom the king had appointed 
to destroy the wise men of Babylon; 
he went and spoke to him as follows: 
“RDo not destroy the wise men of 
Babylon! Take me into the king’s 
presence, and I will declare the inter- 
pretation to the king.” Da 2:12, 13; Ac 27:24 

25 Then Arioch hurriedly 
Rbrought Daniel into the king’s pres- 
ence and spoke to him as follows: “I 
have found a man among the exiles 
from Judah who can make the inter- 
pretation known to the king!” Ge41:14 

26 The king said to Daniel, whose 
name was ®Belteshazzar, “Are you 
able to make known to me the dream 
which I have seen and its interpreta- 
tion?” Da 1:7; 4:8; 5:12 

27 Daniel answered before the 
king and said, “As for the mystery 
about which the king has inquired, 
neither wise men, conjurers, magi- 
cians nor diviners are able to declare 
it to the king. Da 2:2, 10, 11; 5:7, 8 

28 “However, there is a ®God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries, and He 
has made known to King Nebuchad- 
nezzar what will take place in the lat- 
ter days. This was your dream and the 
Ryisions in your mind while on your 
be d. Ge 40:8; 41:16; Da 2:22, 45 ¢ Da 4:5 

29 “As for you, O king, while on 
your bed your thoughts ‘turned to 
what would take place ‘in the future; 
and ®He who reveals mysteries has 
mae known to you what will take 
plac Lit came up ® Lit after this ¢ Da 2:23, 47 

30. “But as for me, this mystery 
has not been revealed to me for any 
Rwisdom residing in me more than in 
any other living man, but for the pur- 
pose of making the interpretation 
known to the king, and that you may 
understand the "thoughts of your 
mind. Ge 41:16; Da 1:17 © Ps 139:2; Am 4:13 


37 219-23 
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The King’s Dream 

31 “You, O king, were looking and 
behold, there was a single great 
statue; that statue, which was large 
and of extraordinary splendor, was 
standing in front of you, and its ap- 
pearance was kawesome. 

32 “The ®head of that statue was 
made of fine gold, its breast and its 
arms of silver, its belly and its thighs 
of bronze, Da 2:38 

33. its legs of iron, its feet partly of 
iron and partly of clay. 

34 “You continued looking until a 
stone was cut out without hands, and 
it struck the statue on its feet of iron 
and clay and crushed them. 

35 “Then the iron, the clay, the 
bronze, the silver and the gold were 
crushed all at the same time and be- 
came like chaff from the summer 
threshing floors; and the wind carried 
them away so that not a trace of them 
was found. But the stone that struck 
the statue became a great mountain 
and filled the whole earth. 


The Interpretation—Babylon the 
First Kingdom 

36 “This was the dream; now we 
will tell its interpretation before the 
king. Da 2:24 

37 “You, O king, are the king of 
kings, to whom the God of heaven has 
given the kingdom, the ®power, the 
strength and the glory; Ps 62:11 

38 and wherever the sons of men 
dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the 
birds of the sky, He has given them 
into your hand and has caused you to 
rule over them all. You are the head of 
gold. Ps 50:10, 11; Da 4:21, 22 


Medo-Persia and Greece 

39 “After you there will arise an- 
other kingdom inferior to you, then 
another third kingdom of bronze, 
which will rule over all the earth. 


Rome 

_ 40 “Then there will be a ®fourth 
kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch 
as iron crushes and shatters all 
things, so, like iron that breaks in 
pieces, it will crush and break all 
these in pieces. Da 7:23 
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4] “In that you saw the feet and 
toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly 
of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; 
but it will have in it the toughness of 
iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron 
mixed with Tcommon clay. Lit clay of mud 

42 “As the toes of the feet were 
partly of iron and partly of pottery, so 
some of the kingdom will be strong 
and part of it will be brittle. 

43 “And in that you saw the iron 
mixed with Tcommon clay, they will 
combine with one another ‘in the seed 
of men; but they will not adhere to one 
another, even as iron does not com- 
bine with pottery. Lit clay of mud ¢ Or with 


The Divine Kingdom 

44 “In the days of those kings the 
RGod of heaven will set up a kingdom 
which will never be destroyed, and 
that kingdom will not be left for an- 
other people; it will crush and put an 
end to all these kingdoms, but it will 
itself endure forever. Da 2:28, 37 

45 “Inasmuch as you saw that a 
Rstone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands and that it crushed the 
iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver 
and the gold, the great God has made 
known to the king what will take 
place ‘in the future; so the dream is 
true and its interpretation is trustwor- 
thy.” Da 2:34 ¢ Ge 41:28, 32 « Lit after this 


Daniel Promoted 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar 
fell on his face and did homage to 
Daniel, and gave orders to present 
to him an offering and fragrant in- 
E€ense; Da 3:5, 7; Ac 10:25; 14:13; Re 19:10; 22:8 

47 The king answered Daniel and 
said, “Surely your God is a God of 
gods and a Lord of kings and a re- 
vealer of mysteries, since you have 
been able to reveal this mystery.” 

48 Then the king promoted 
Daniel and gave him many great 
gifts, and he made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon and chief 
prefect over all the wise men of 
Babylon. 

49 And Daniel made request of 
the king, and he _ appointed 
RShadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego 
over the administration of the 
province of Babylon, while Daniel 
was at the king’s court. Da 3:12 ¢ Da 1:7 
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The King’s Golden Image 
) Nebuchadnezzar the king made an 

image of gold, the height of which 

was sixty cubits and its width six cu- 
bits; he set it up on the plain of Dura 
in S province of Babylon. 
| 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
_ king sent word to assemble the 
| satraps, the prefects and the gover- 
| nors, the counselors, the treasurers, 
_ the judges, the magistrates and all the 
| rulers of the provinces to come to the 
| dedication of the image that Neb- 
| uchadnezzar the king had set up. 
3 Then the satraps, the prefects 
_ and the governors, the counselors, the 
| treasurers, the judges, the magistrates 

and all the rulers of the provinces 
_ were assembled for the dedication of 

the image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
_ king had set up; and they stood before 
on image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
_ set up 

4 Then the herald loudly pro- 
claimed: “To you the command is 
given, 8O peoples, nations and men of 
every Tlanguage, ~Da3:7; 4:1; 6:25 « Lit tongue 

5 that at the moment you hear 
the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, 
trigon, psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds 
of music, you are to fall down and 
worship the golden image that Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king has set up. 

6 “But whoever does not. fall 
down and worship shall immediately 
be ®cast into the midst of a furnace of 
blazing fire.” Da 3:11, 15, 21; 6:7 

7 Therefore at that time, when all 
the peoples heard the sound of the 
horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, bag- 
pipe and all kinds of music, all the 
peoples, nations and men of every 
Tlanguage fell down and worshiped 
the golden image that Nebuchadnez- 
zar the king had set up. Lit tongue 


Worship of the Image Refused 

8 For this reason at that time cer- 
tain Chaldeans came forward and 
brought charges against the Jews. 

9 They responded and said to 
Nebuchadnezzar the king: “8O king, 
live forever! Da 2:4; 5:10; 6:6, 21 

10 “You, O king, have made a de- 
cree that every man who hears the 
sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, 
psaltery, and bagpipe and all kinds of 
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music, is to fall down and worship the 
golden image. Es 3:12-14; Da 3:4-6: 6:12 

11 “But whoever does not fall 
down and worship shall be cast into 
the midst of a furnace of blazing fire. 

12 “There are certain Jews whom 
you have appointed over the admin- 
istration of the province of Babylon, 
namely Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego. These men, O king, have 
disregarded you; they do not serve 
your gods or worship the golden 
image which you have set up.” Da2:49 

13. Then Nebuchadnezzar in Frage 
and anger gave orders to bring 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego; 
then these men were brought before 
the king. Da 2:12; 3:19 

14 Nebuchadnezzar responded 
and said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do 
not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image that I have set up? 

15 “Now if you are ready, Rat the 
moment you hear the sound of the 
horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and 
bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall 
down and worship the image that I 
have made, very well. But if you do 
not worship, you will immediately be 
Recast into the midst of a furnace of 
blazing fire; and what god is there 
who can deliver you out of my 
hands?” Da 3:5 Da 3:6 ¢ Ex 5:2; Is 36:18-20; Da 2:47 
we 16 ®Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abed-nego replied to the king, 
“OQ Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need 
to give you an answer concerning this 
matter. Da 1:7; 3:12 

17 “If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the 
furnace of blazing fire; and He will 
deliver us out of your hand, O king. 

18 “kBut even if He does not, let it 
be known to you, O king, that we are 
not going to serve your gods or wor- 
ship the golden image that you have 
set up.” Jos 24:15; 1 Ki 19:14, 18; Is 51:12, 13; Da 3:28 


Uaioe Friends Protected 
g,19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was 
‘Filled with wrath, and his facial 
expression was altered toward 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. 
He answered by giving orders to heat 


XY 3:16-18 #3:19-27 
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the furnace seven times more than it 
was usually heated. Es 7:7; Da 3:13 

20 He commanded certain valiant 
warriors who were in his army to tie 
up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego in order to cast them into the 
furnace of blazing fire. 

21 Then these men were tied up in 
their ®trousers, their ‘coats, their caps 
and their other clothes, and were cast 
into the midst of the furnace of blaz- 
ing fire. Da 3:27 ¢ Or cloaks 

22 For this reason, because the 
king’s command was ®urgent and the 
furnace had been made extremely 
hot, the flame of the fire slew those 
men who carried up Shadrach, Me- 
shach and Abed-nego. Ex 12:33; Da 2:15 

23 But these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego, ®fell into the midst of the fur- 
nace of blazing fire still tied up. 1s 43:2 

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
king was astounded and stood up in 
haste; he said to his high officials, 
“Was it not three men we cast bound 
into the midst of the fire?” They 
replied to the king, “Certainly, O 
king.” 

25 He said, “Look! I see four men 
loosed and ®walking about in the 
midst of the fire without harm, and the 
appearance of the fourth is like a son 
of the ®gods!” _ Ps 91:3-9; Is 43:2 © Je 1:8, 19; 15:21 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came 
near to the door of the furnace of 
blazing fire; he responded and said, 
“Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, 
come out, you servants of the Most 
High God, and come here!” Then 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego 
came out of the midst of the fire. 

27 The 8satraps, the prefects, the 
governors and the king’s high offi- 
cials gathered around and saw in re- 
gard to these men that the ®fire had 
no effect on the bodies of these 
men nor was the hair of their head 
singed, nor were their trousers dam- 
aged, nor had the smell of fire even 
come upon them. Da3:2,3 «Is 43:2: He 11:34 

28 Nebuchadnezzar responded 
and said, “Blessed be the ®God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, 
who has sent His angel and delivered 
His servants who put their trust in 
Him, violating the king’s command, 
and yielded up their bodies so as ®not 
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to serve or worship any god except 
their own God. Da 2:47; 3:15-17 © Da 3:16-18 
29 “Therefore I 8make a decree 
that any people, nation or tongue that 
speaks anything offensive against the 
God of ®Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego shall be torn limb from 
limb and their houses reduced to a 
rubbish heap, inasmuch as there is no 
other god who is able to deliver in this 
way.” Da 6:26 ¢ Da 1:7, 19; 2:17, 49; 3:12 
30 Then the king caused 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to 
prosper in the province of Babylon. 


The King Acknowledges God 
wy Nebuchadnezzar the king to 
all the peoples, nations, and 
men of every language that live in all 
the earth: “May your peace abound! 
2 “It has seemed good to me to 
declare the signs and wonders which 
the Most High God has done for me. 
3 “How great are His signs 
And how mighty are His 
wonders! 
His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom 
And His dominion is from 
generation to generation. 


The Vision of a Great Tree 
4 “TI, Nebuchadnezzar, was at 
ease in my house and ®flourishing in 
my palace. Ch 4:1 in Aram Ps 30:6; Is 47:7, 8 
5 “I saw a Rdream and it made 
me fearful; and these fantasies as I 
lay on my bed and the visions in my 
mind kept alarming me. Da 2:3 
6 “Sol gave orders to ®bring into 
my presence all the wise men of 
Babylon, that they might make 
known to me the interpretation of the 
dream. Ge 41:8; Da 2:2 
7 “Then the magicians, the con- 
jurers, the Chaldeans and the divin- 
ers came in and I related the dream 
Tto them, but they could not make its 
interpretation known to me. Lit before 
8 “But finally Daniel came in be- 
fore me, whose name is ®Belteshazzar 
according to the name of my god, and 
in whom is F8a spirit of the holy gods; 
and | related the dream to him, say- 
Ing, Da 1:7; 2:26; 5:12 © Da 4:9, 18; 5:11, 14 


Y 3:23-25 3% 4:1-3 4:8 Or possibly the Spirit 
of the holy God, and so throughout the ch 
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9 ‘O Belteshazzar, chief of the 
magicians, since I know that a spirit 
| of the holy gods is in you and no mys- 

tery baffles you, tell me the visions of 
my dream which I have seen, along 
with its interpretation. 
10 ‘Now these were the ®visions in 
| my mind as I lay on my bed: I was 
looking, and behold, there was a ®tree 
_ in the midst of the earth and its height 
was great. Da 4:5 ¢ Eze 31:3, 6 


And the decision is a 
command of the holy ones, 

In order that the living may 
Rknow 

That the Most High is ruler 
over the realm of mankind, 

And bestows it on whom He 
wishes 

And sets over it the lowliest of 
men.” Ps 9:16; 83:18; Da 2:21; 5:21 

18 ‘This is the dream which I, King 


11 ‘The tree grew large and 
became strong 
And its height reached to the 


: sky, 

And it was visible to the end 
of the whole earth. 

12 ‘Its foliage was ®beautiful and 
its fruit abundant, 

And in it was food for all. 

The beasts of the field found 
shade under it, 

And the birds of the sky dwelt 
in its branches, 

And all living creatures fed 
themselves from it. Eze 31:7 

13 ‘I was looking in the 8visions in 
my mind as I lay on my bed, and be- 
hold, an angelic watcher, a holy one, 
descended from heaven. Da 7:1 

14 ‘He shouted out and spoke as 

follows: 
“Chop down the tree and cut 
off its branches, 

Strip off its foliage and scatter 
its fruit; 

Let the ®beasts flee from 
under it 

And the birds from its 
branches. Eze 31:12, 13; Da 4:12 

15 “Yet 8leave the stump ‘with its 

roots in the ground, 

But with a band of iron and 
bronze around it 

In the new grass of the field; 

And let him be drenched with 
the dew of heaven, 

And let him share with the 
beasts in the grass of the 
earth. Job 14:7-9 « Lit of 

16 “Let his mind be changed 

from that of aman 

And let a beast’s mind be 
given to him, 

And let seven periods of time 
pass over him. Lit heart 

17 “This sentence is by the decree 

of the angelic watchers 


Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now 
you, Belteshazzar, tell me its interpre- 
tation, inasmuch as none of the ®wise 
men of my kingdom is able to make 
known to me the interpretation; but 
you are able, for a spirit of the holy 
gods is in you.’ Ge 41:8, 15; Da 4:7; 5:8, 15 


Daniel Interprets the Vision 

19 “Then Daniel, whose name is 
Belteshazzar, was appalled for a 
while as his thoughts alarmed him. 
The king responded and said, ‘Beltes- 
hazzar, do not let the dream or its in- 
terpretation alarm you.’ Belteshazzar 
replied, ‘My lord, if only the dream ap- 
plied to those who hate you and its in- 
terpretation to your adversaries! 

20 ‘The 8tree that you saw, which 
became large and grew strong, whose 
height reached to the sky and was vis- 
ible to all the earth Da 4:10-12 

21 and whose foliage was beauti- 
ful and its fruit abundant, and in which 
was food for all, under which the 
beasts of the field dwelt and in whose 
branches the birds of the sky lodged— 

22 it is you, O king; for you have 
become great and grown strong, and 
your majesty has become great and 
reached to the sky and your 8domin- 
ion to the end of the earth. 

23 ‘In that the king saw an angelic 
watcher, a holy one, descending from 
heaven and saying, “®Chop down the 
tree and destroy it; yet leave the 
stump with its roots in the ground, but 
with a band of iron and bronze 
around it in the new grass of the field, 
and let him be drenched with the dew 
of heaven, and let him share with the 
beasts of the field until seven periods 
of time pass over him,” Da 4:14, 15 

24 this is the interpretation, O 
king, and this is the decree of the 
Most High, which has come upon my 
lord the king: Job 40:11, 12; Ps 107:40 
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25 that you be 8driven away from 
mankind and your dwelling place be 
with the beasts of the field, and you 
be given grass to eat like cattle and be 
drenched with the dew of heaven; and 
seven ‘periods of time will pass over 
you, until you recognize that the Most 
High is ruler over the realm of 
mankind and bestows it on whomever 
He wishes. Da 4:33; 5:21 ¢ I.e. years 

26 ‘And in that it was commanded 
to Rleave the stump ‘with the roots of 
the tree, your kingdom will be as- 
sured to you after you recognize that 
it is Heaven that rules. Da 4:15, 23 « Lit of 

27 ‘Therefore, O king, may my 
Radvice be pleasing to you: break 
away now from your sins by doing 
righteousness and from your iniqui- 
ties by showing mercy to the poor, in 
case there may be a prolonging of 
your prosperity.’ Ge 41:33-37 


The Vision Fulfilled 
28 “All this ®happened to Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king. Nu 23:19: Ze 1:6 
29 “RTwelve months later he was 
walking on the roof of the royal 
palace of Babylon. 2 Pe 3:9 
30 “The king reflected and said, ‘Is 
this not Babylon the ®great, which I 
myself have built as a royal residence 
by the might of my power and for the 
glory of my majesty?’ Hab 2:4 
31 “While the word was in the 
king’s mouth, a voice ‘came from 
heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, to you it is declared: sovereignty 
has been removed from you, Lit fell 
32 and ®you will be driven away 
from mankind, and your dwelling 
place will be with the beasts of the 
field. You will be given grass to eat 
like cattle, and 8seven periods of time 
will pass over you until you recognize 
that the Most High is ruler over the 
realm of mankind and bestows it on 
whomever He wishes.’ Da 4:25 © Da 4:16 
33 “Immediately the word con- 
cerning Nebuchadnezzar was ful- 
filled; and he was 8driven away from 
mankind and began eating grass like 
cattle, and his body was drenched 
with the dew of heaven until his hair 
had grown like eagles’ feathers and 
his nails like birds’ claws. Da 4:25:5:21 
34 “But at the end of that period, I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes to- 
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ward heaven and my reason returned 
to me, and I blessed the }Most High 
and praised and honored Him who 
lives forever; 

For His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, 

And His kingdom endures 
from generation to 
generation. Da 4:2: 5:18, 21 

35“RAll the inhabitants of the 
earth are accounted as 
nothing, 

But He does according to His 
will in the host of heaven 

And among the inhabitants of 
earth; 

And no one can ward off His 
hand 

Or say to Him, ‘What have You 
done?’ Ps 39:5: Is 40:15, 17 

36 “At that time my 8reason re- 
turned to me. And my majesty and 
splendor were restored to me for the 
glory of my kingdom, and my coun- 
selors and my nobles began seeking 
me out; so I was reestablished in my 
sovereignty, and surpassing greatness 
was added to me. 2 Ch 33:12, 13; Da 4:34 

37 “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise, exalt and honor the King of 
heaven, for all His works are true and 
His ways just, and He is able to hum- 
ble those who walk in pride.” 


Belshazzar’s Feast 
Belshazzar the king held a great 
Rfeast for a thousand of his nobles, 
and he was drinking wine in the pres- 
ence of the thousand. Es 1:3; Is 22:12-14 

2 When Belshazzar tasted the 
wine, he gave orders to bring the gold 
and silver vessels which Nebuchad- 
nezzar his father had taken out of the 
temple which was in Jerusalem, so 
that the king and his nobles, his wives 
and his concubines might drink from 
them. 2 Ki 24:13! 25:15; Ez 1:7-11; Da 1:2 

3 Then they brought the gold 
vessels that had been taken out of the 
temple, the house of God which was 
in Jerusalem; and the king and his 
nobles, his wives and his concubines 
drank from them. 

4 They drank the wine and 
praised the gods of gold and silver, of 
bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

5 Suddenly the fingers of a 
man’s hand emerged and began writ- 
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ing opposite the lampstand on the 
plaster of the wall of the king’s 
palace, and the king saw the "back of 
the hand that did the writing. | orpaim 
6 Then the king’s face grew pale 
and his thoughts alarmed him, and 
his hip joints went slack and his 
knees began knocking together. 
__ 7 The king called aloud to bring 
in the ®conjurers, the Chaldeans and 
the diviners. The king spoke and said 
to the wise men of Babylon, “Any man 
who can read this inscription and ex- 
plain its interpretation to me shall be 
clothed with purple and have a neck- 
lace of gold around his neck, and have 
authority as third ruler in the king- 
dom.” Is 44:25; 47:13: Da 4:6, 7; 5:11, 15 
8 Then all the king’s wise men 
came in, but 8they could not read the 
inscription or make known its inter- 
pretation to the king. Ge 41:8; Da 2:27; 4:7; 5:15 
9 Then King Belshazzar was 
greatly alarmed, his face grew even 
paler, and his nobles were perplexed. 

10 The queen entered the banquet 
hall because of the words of the king 
and his nobles; the queen spoke and 
said, “RO king, live forever! Do not let 
your thoughts alarm you or your ‘face 
be pale. Da 3:9; 6:6.¢ Lit brightness be changed 

11 “There is a man in your king- 
dom in whom is a spirit of the holy 
gods; and in the days of your father, il- 
lumination, insight and wisdom like 
the wisdom of the gods were found in 
him. And King Nebuchadnezzar, your 
father, your father the king, appointed 
him chief of the magicians, conjurers, 
Chaldeans and diviners. 

12 “This was because an extraor- 
dinary spirit, knowledge and insight, 
interpretation of dreams, explanation 
of enigmas and solving of difficult 
problems were found in this Daniel, 
whom the king named Belteshazzar. 
Let Daniel now be summoned and he 
will declare the interpretation.” 


Daniel Interprets Handwriting on 
the Wall 

13. Then Daniel was brought in be- 
fore the king. The king spoke and said 
to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel who is 
one of the exiles from Judah, whom 
my father the king ®brought from 
Judah? — Ez 4:1; 6:16, 19, 20; Da 2:25; 6:13 * Da 1:1, 2 

14 “Now I have heard about you 
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that 7a spirit of the gods is in you, and 
that illumination, insight and extraor- 
dinary wisdom have been found in 
you. Or possibly the Spirit of God 

15 “Just now the 8wise men and 
the conjurers were brought in before 
me that they might read this inscrip- 
tion and make its interpretation 
known to me, but they ®could not de- 
clare the interpretation of the ™mes- 
sage. Da 5:7 ¢ Is 47:12f; Da 5:8 © Lit word 

16 “But I personally have heard 
about you, that you are able to give in- 
terpretations and solve difficult prob- 
lems. Now if you are able to read the 
inscription and make its ®interpreta- 
tion known to me, you will be 
Rclothed with purple and wear a neck- 
lace of gold around your neck, and 
you will have authority as the third 
ruler in the kingdom.” — Ge 40:8 « Da5:7, 29 

17 Then Daniel answered and 
said before the king, “‘Keep your 
Rgifts for yourself or give your re- 
wards to someone else; however, I will 
read the inscription to the king and 
make the interpretation known to 
him. Lit Let...be for © 2 Ki 5:16 

18 “O king, the [Most High God 
Reranted sovereignty, grandeur, glory 
and majesty to Nebuchadnezzar your 
father. Da 4:2; 5:21 © Da 2:37, 38; 4:17 

19 “Because of the grandeur 
which He bestowed on him, all the 
peoples, nations and men of every 
Tlanguage feared and trembled before 
him; }whomever he wished he killed 
and whomever he wished he spared 
alive; and whomever he wished he el- 
evated and whomever he wished he 
humbled. Lit tongue + Da 2:12, 13: 3:6; 11:3, 16, 36 

20 “But when his heart was lifted 
up and his spirit became so proud that 
he behaved arrogantly, he was de- 
posed from his royal throne and his 
glory was taken away from him. 

21 “He was also driven away 
from mankind, and his heart was 
made like that of beasts, and his 
dwelling place was with the ®wild 
donkeys. He was given grass to eat 
like cattle, and his body was drenched 
with the dew of heaven until he rec- 
ognized that the Most High God is 
ruler over the realm of mankind and 
that He sets over it whomever He 
wishes. Job 30:3-7; Da 4:32, 33 ¢ Job 39:5-8 

22 “Yet you, his ‘son, Belshazzar, 
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have not humbled your heart, even 
though you Knew all this, — or descendant 

23 but you have exalted yourself 
against the Lord of heaven; and they 
have brought the vessels of His house 
before you, and you and your nobles, 
your wives and your concubines have 
been drinking wine from them; and 
you have praised the gods of silver 
and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and 
stone, which do not see, hear or un- 
derstand. But the God ®in whose hand 
are your life-breath and all your ways, 
you have not glorified. Job 12:10 

24 “Then the ‘hand was sent 
from Him and this inscription was 
written out. Lit palm of the hand ¢ Da 5:5 

25 “Now this is the inscription 
that was written out: ‘MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN’ 

26 “This is the interpretation of 
the ‘message: ‘MENE’—God has 
numbered your kingdom and ®put an 
end to it. _ Lit word ¢ Is 13:6, 17-19; Je 50:41-43 

27 “‘TEKEL—you have been 
Rweighed on the scales and found de- 
ficient. Ke Job 31:6; Ps 62:9 

28 “‘PERES’—your kingdom has 
been divided and given over to the 
Medes and 'Persians.” Aram: Padras 

29 Then Belshazzar gave orders, 
and they ®clothed Daniel with purple 
and put a necklace of gold around 
his neck, and issued a proclamation 
concerning him that he now had au- 
thority as the ‘third ruler in the king- 
dom. Da 5:7, 16 ¢ Or triumvir 

30 That same night ®Belshazzar 
the Chaldean king was slain. pa5:1.2 

31 ‘So ®8Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom at about the age of sixty- 
two. Da 6:1; 9:1 


Daniel Serves Darius 
6, seemed good to Darius to ap- 
point 120 satraps over the king- 
dom, that they would be in charge of 
the whole kingdom, Ch 6:2 in Aram 
2 and over them three commis- 
sioners (of whom ®Daniel was one), 
that these satraps might be account- 
able to them, and that the king might 
not suffer loss. Da 2:48, 49; 5:16, 29 
3 Then this Daniel began distin- 
guishing himself among the commis- 
sioners and satraps because he 
possessed an "extraordinary spirit, 
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and the king planned to appoint him 
over the entire kingdom. Da5:12, 14; 9:23 

4 Then the commissioners and 
satraps began trying to find a ground 
of accusation against Daniel in regard 
to government affairs; but they could 
find no ground of accusation or evi- 
dence of corruption, inasmuch as he 
was faithful, and no negligence or 
corruption was to be found in him. | 

5 Then these men said, “We will 
not find any ground of accusation 
against this Daniel unless we find it 
against him with regard to the ®law of 
his God.” Ac 24:13-16, 20, 21 

6 Then these commissioners and 
satraps came ‘by agreement to the 
king and spoke to him as follows: 
“King Darius, live forever! © or thronging 

7 “All the Scommissioners of the 
kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, 
the high officials and the governors 
have consulted together that the king 
should establish a statute and enforce 
an injunction that anyone who makes 
a petition to any god or man besides 
you, O king, for thirty days, shall be 
cast into the lions’ den. Da 3:2, 27 

8 “Now, O king, establish the in- 
junction and sign the document so 
that it may not be changed, according 
to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which may not be revoked.” 

9 Therefore King Darius signed 
the document, that is, the injunction. 
o> 10 Now when Daniel knew that 

the document was signed, he en- 
tered his house (now in his roof 
chamber he had windows open &to- 
ward Jerusalem); and he continued 
kneeling on his knees three times a 
day, praying and giving thanks before 
his God, as he had been doing previ- 
ously. 1 Ki 8:44, 48, 49; Ps 5:7; Jon 2:4 
11 Then these men came ?8by 
agreement and found Daniel making 
petition and supplication before his 
God. Or thronging ¢ Ps 37:32, 33: Da 6:6 
12 Then they approached and 
*spoke before the king about the 
king’s injunction, “Did you not sign 
an injunction that any man who 
makes a petition to any god or man 
besides you, O king, for thirty days, is 
to be cast into the lions’ den?” The 
king replied, “The statement is true, 
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according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which may not be re- 
voked.” Da 3:8-12; Ac 16:19-21 # Es 1:19; Da 6:8, 15 

13 Then they answered and spoke 
before the king, “Daniel, who is one 
of the exiles from Judah, pays no at- 
tention to you, O king, or to the in- 
junction which you signed, but keeps 
oe his petition three times a 

ay.” 
14 Then, as soon as the king heard 


| this statement, he was deeply &dis- 


tressed and set his mind on delivering 
Daniel; and even until sunset he kept 
exerting himself to rescue him. mx 6:26 
15 Then these men came by 
agreement to the king and said to the 
king, “Recognize, O king, that it is a 
law of the Medes and Persians that no 
injunction or statute which the king 
establishes may be changed.” 


Daniel in the Lions’ Den 
17 16 Then the king gave orders, and 

Daniel was brought in and &cast 
into the lions’ den. The king spoke 
and said to Daniel, “Your God whom 
you constantly serve will Himself de- 
liver you.” 2 Sa 3:39; Je 38:5; Da 6:7 

17 A stone was brought and laid 
over the mouth of the den; and the 
king sealed it with his own signet ring 
and with the signet rings of his no- 
bles, so that nothing would be 
changed in regard to Daniel. 

18 Then the king went off to his 
palace and spent the night fasting, 
and no entertainment was brought 
before him; and his ®sleep fled from 
him. 2. Sa 12:16, 17 « Es 6:1; Ps 77:4; Da 2:1 

19 Then the king arose at dawn, at 
the break of day, and went in haste to 
the lions’ den. 

20 When he had come near the 
den to Daniel, he cried out with a 
troubled voice. The king spoke and 
said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the 
living God, has 8your God, whom you 
constantly serve, been able to deliver 
you from the lions?” Da 6:16, 27 

21 Then Daniel spoke "to the king, 
“RO king, live forever! Lit with « Da 2:4; 6:6 

22 “My God sent His angel and 
Rshut the lions’ mouths and they have 
not harmed me, inasmuch as I was 
found innocent before Him; and also 
toward you, O king, I have committed 
no crime.” Ps 91:11-13; 2 Ti 4:17; He 11:33 
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23 Then the king was very pleased 
and gave orders for Daniel to be taken 
up out of the den. So Daniel was 
taken up out of the den and ®no injury 
whatever was found on him, because 
he had trusted in his God. Da 3:25, 27 

24 The king then gave orders, and 
they brought those men who had 'ma- 
liciously accused Daniel, and they 
Recast them, their children and their 
wives into the lions’ den; and they had 
not reached the bottom of the den be- 
fore the lions overpowered them and 
crushed all their bones. De 19:18, 19; Es 7:10 

25 Then Darius the king wrote to 
all the peoples, nations and men of 
every language who were living in all 
the land: “May your peace abound! 

26 “I make a decree that in all the 
dominion of my kingdom men are to 
fear and tremble before the God of 
Daniel; 

For He is the living God and 
enduring forever, 

And His kingdom is one 
which will not be destroyed, 

And His dominion will be 
forever. Ez 6:8-12; 7:13, 21; Da 3:29 

27 “He delivers and rescues and 

performs signs and 
wonders 

In heaven and on earth, 

Who has also delivered Daniel 
from the ‘power of the 
lions.” Da 4:2, 3 © Lit hand 

28 So this Daniel enjoyed success 
in the reign of Darius and in the reign 
of Cyrus the Persian. 2 ch 36:22, 23; Da 10:1 


Vision of the Four Beasts 
In the first year of Belshazzar king 
of Babylon Daniel saw a dream 
and visions in his mind as he lay on 
his bed; then he ®wrote the dream 
down and related the "following sum- 
mary of Tit. Je 36:4, 32 « Or beginning « Lit words 
2 Daniel said, “I was ®looking in 
my vision by night, and behold, the 
Rfour winds of heaven were stirring 
up the great sea. Da 7:7, 13 ¢ Re 7:1 
3 “And four great ®beasts were 
coming up from the sea, different 
from one another. Da 7:17; Re 13:1; 17:8 
4 “The first was like a lion and 
had the wings of an eagle. I kept look- 
ing until its wings were plucked, and 
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it was lifted up from the ground and 
made to stand on two feet like a man; 
a human mind also was given to it. 

5 “And behold, another beast, a 
second one, resembling a bear. And it 
was raised up on one side, and three 
ribs were in its mouth between its 
teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, 
devour much meat!’ 

6 “After this I kept looking, and 
behold, another one, ®like a leopard, 
which had on its back four wings of a 
bird; the beast also had four heads, 
and dominion was given to it. — Re 13:2 

7 “After this I kept looking in the 
night visions, and behold, a ®fourth 
beast, dreadful and terrifying and ex- 
tremely strong; and it had large iron 
teeth. It devoured and crushed and 
trampled down the remainder with its 
feet; and it was different from all the 
beasts that were before it, and it had 
Rten horns. Da 7:19, 20, 23 © Re 12:3; 13:1 

8 “While I was contemplating the 
horns, behold, another horn, a little 
one, came up among them, and three 
of the first horns were pulled out by 
the roots before it; and behold, "this 
horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a 
man and 8a mouth uttering great 
boasts. Da 8:9 ¢ Lit in this horn were eyes ¢ Re 13:5, 6 


The Ancient of Days Reigns 
9 “I kept looking 
Until 8thrones were set up, 
And the Ancient of Days took 
His seat; 
His 8vesture was like white 


snow 
And the ®hair of His head like 
pure wool. 
His throne was ablaze with 
flames, 
Its wheels were a burning 
fire. Re 20:4 ¢ Mk 9:3 « Re 1:14 
10 “A river of fire was flowing 
And coming out from before 
Him; 
Thousands upon thousands 
were attending Him, 
And myriads upon myriads 
were standing before Him; 
The court sat, 
And the books were opened. 
11 “Then I kept looking because 
of the sound of the "boastful words 
which the horn was speaking; I kept 
looking until the beast was slain, and 


its body was destroyed and given to 
the burning fire. — Lit great « Re 19:20; 20:10 

12. “As for the rest of the beasts, 
their dominion was taken away, but 
an extension of life was granted to 
them for an appointed period of time. 


The Son of Man Presented 
am N) 13 “I kept looking in the night 
Sa) visions, 
And behold, with the clouds of 
heaven 
One like a Son of Man was 
coming, 
And He came up to the » 
Ancient of Days 
And was presented before 


im. 
14 “And to Him was given 
dominion, 
Glory and a kingdom, 
That all the peoples, nations 
and men of every language 
Might serve Him. 
His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion 
Which will not pass away; 
And His kingdom is one 
Which will not be destroyed. 


The Vision Interpreted 

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit 
was distressed within me, and the 8vi- 
sions Tin my mind kept ®alarming 
me. Da 7:1 ¢ Lit of my head ¢ Da 4:19; 7:28 

16 “I approached one of those 
who were &®standing by and began 
asking him the exact meaning of all 
this. So he 8told me and made known 
to me the interpretation of these 
things: — Ze 1-9, 19; Re 5:5; 7:13, 14 © Da 8:16, 17; 9:22 

17 ‘These great beasts, which are 
four in number, are four kings who 
will arise from the earth. 

18 ‘But the ®saints of the Highest 
One will receive the kingdom and 
possess the kingdom forever, for all 
ages to come.’ Da 7:22, 25, 27 

19 “Then I desired to know the 
Texact meaning of the ®fourth beast, 
which was different from all "the oth- 
ers, exceedingly dreadful, with its 
teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, 
and which devoured, crushed and 
trampled down the remainder with its 
feet, Lit truth concerning * Da 7:7, 8 ¢ Lit of them 
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20 and the meaning of the ten 
horns that were on its head and the 
other horn which came up, and before 
which three of them fell, namely, that 
horn which had eyes and a mouth ut- 
tering great boasts and ‘which was 
larger in appearance than its associ- 
ates Lit its appearance was larger 

31 “I kept looking, and that horn 

was 8waging war with the ‘saints and 

— overpowering them Re 11:7; 13:7 « Lit holy ones 

22 until the Ancient of Days came 
and judgment was ‘passed in favor of 
the saints of the Highest One, and the 
time arrived when the saints took 
possession of the kingdom. | Lit given for 

23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth 
beast will be a fourth kingdom on the 
_ earth, which will be different from all 
_the other kingdoms and will devour 

the whole earth and tread it down and 
crush it. 

24 ‘As for the ten horns, out of this 
kingdom ten kings will arise; and an- 
other will arise after them, and he will 
be different from the previous ones 
and will subdue three kings. 

25 ‘He will 8speak out against the 
RMost High and wear down the saints 
of the Highest One, and he will intend 
to make alterations in times and in 
law; and they will be given into his 
ag for a time, times, and half a 
tim Da 11:36; Re 13:6 ¢ Da 3:26; 4:2, 17, 34 

96 ‘But the court will sit for judg- 
ment, and his dominion will be taken 
away, ‘annihilated and destroyed for- 
ever. Re 17:14; 19:2 ¢ Lit to annihilate and to destroy 

27 ‘Then the ®sovereignty, the do- 
minion and the greatness of all the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven 
will be given to the people of the 
saints of the Highest One; His king- 
dom will be an everlasting kingdom, 
and all the dominions will serve and 
obey Him,’ Is 54:3; Da 7:14, 18, 22: Re 20:4 

28 “At this point the revelation 
ended. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts 
were ®greatly alarming me and my 
face grew pale, but I ®kept the matter 
Tto myself.” Da 4:19 « Lk 2:19, 51 © Lit in my heart 


Vision of the Ram and Goat 
In the third year of the reign of 
Belshazzar the king a vision ap- 
peared to me, ‘Daniel, subsequent to 
the one which appeared to me 'previ- 
ously. Lit I, Daniel ¢ Lit at the beginning 
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2 1 8looked in the vision, and 
while I was looking I was in the 
citadel of Susa, which is in the 
province of Elam; and I looked in 
the vision and I myself was beside the 
Ulai 'Canal. Nu 12:6; Da 7:2, 15; 8:3 

3 Then I lifted my eyes and 
looked, and behold, a ram which had 
two horns was standing in front of the 
canal. Now the two horns were long, 
but one was longer than the other, 
with the longer one coming up last. 

4 | saw the ram butting west- 
ward, northward, and southward, and 
no other beasts could stand before 
him nor was there anyone to rescue 
from his power, but ®he did as he 
pleased and magnified himself. pa 11:3 

5 While I was observing, behold, 
a male goat was coming from the west 
over the surface of the whole earth 
without touching the ground; and the 
Tgoat had a 8conspicuous horn be- 
tween his eyes. Lit buck © Da 8:8, 21; 11:3 

6 Hecame up to the ram that had 
the two horns, which I had seen 
standing in front of the canal, and 
rushed at him in his mighty wrath. 

7 Isaw him come beside the ram, 
and he was enraged at him; and he 
struck the ram and shattered his two 
horns, and the ram had no strength to 
withstand him. So he hurled him to 
the ground and trampled on him, and 
there was none to rescue the ram 
from his ™power. Lit hand 

8 Then the male goat magnified 
himself exceedingly. But as soon as 
Rhe was mighty, the large horn was 
broken; and in its place there came up 
four conspicuous horns toward the 
four winds of heaven. = 2.Ch 26:16; Da 5:20 


The Little Horn 
9 Out of one of them came forth 
a rather small horn which grew ex- 
ceedingly great toward the south, to- 
ward the east, and toward the 
FRBeautiful Land. pa 8:23 « Ps 48:2; Da 11:16, 41 
10 It grew up to the host of heaven 
and caused some of the host and 
some of the stars to fall to the earth, 
and it §trampled them down. Da7.7;8:7 
11 It even magnified itself to be 
equal with the "Commander of the 
host; and it removed the regular sac- 
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rifice from Him, and the place of His 
sanctuary was thrown down. | or Prince 

12 And on account of transgres- 
sion the host will be given over to the 
horn along with the regular sacrifice; 
and it will fling truth to the ground 
and perform its will and prosper. 

13 Then I heard a ®holy one 
speaking, and another holy one said 
to that particular one who was speak- 
ing, “How long will the vision about 
the regular sacrifice apply, while the 
transgression causes horror, so as to 
allow both the holy place and the host 
to be trampled?” Da 4:13, 23; 1 Pe 1:12 

14 He said to me, “For 2,300 
evenings and mornings; then the holy 
place will be properly restored.” 


Interpretation of the Vision 

15 When &I, Daniel, had seen the 
vision, | sought to understand it; and 
behold, standing before me was one 
who looked like a man. Da 8:1 

16 And I heard the voice of a man 
between the banks of Ulai, and he 
called out and said, “®Gabriel, give 
this man an understanding of the vi- 
sion.” Da 9:21; Lk 1:19, 26 

17 So he came near to where I was 
standing, and when he came I was 
frightened and fell on my face; but 
he said to me, “Son of man, under- 
stand that the vision pertains to the 
time of the end.” Eze 1:28: 44:4: Da 2:46: Re 1:17 

18 Now while he was talking with 
me, I sank into a deep sleep with my 
face to the ground; but he touched me 
and made me stand upright. 

19 He said, “Behold, I am going to 
Rlet you know what will occur at the 
final period of the indignation, for it 
pertains to the appointed time of the 
end. Da 8:15-17 


The Ram’s Identity 

20 “The ram which you saw with 
the two horns represents the kings of 
Media and Persia. Da 8:3 


The Goat 

21 “The shaggy ‘goat represents 
the ’kingdom of Greece, and the large 
horn that is between his eyes is the 
first king. Lit buck © Lit king 

22. “The broken horn and the four 
horns that arose in its place represent 
four kingdoms which will arise from 


984 


his nation, although not with his 
power. _ Dass 
23 “In the latter period of their 
Trule, 
When the transgressors have 
Trun their course, 
A king will arise, 
Insolent and skilled in 
intrigue. Or kingdom e Lit finished 
24 “His power will be mighty, but 
not by his own power, 
And he will ™destroy to an 
extraordinary degree 
ree pera and perform his 
will; 
He will destroy mighty men 
and the holy people. or corrupt 
25 “And through his shrewdness 
He will cause deceit to 
succeed by his influence; 
And he will magnify himself 
in his heart, 
And he will destroy many 
while they are at ease. 
He will even oppose the 
Prince of princes, 
But he will be broken without 
human agency. Da 8:11 
26 “The vision of the evenings and 
mornings 
Which has been told is ®true; 
But keep the vision secret, 
For it pertains to many ®days 
in the future.” Da 10:1 Da 10:14 
27 Then I, Daniel, was Rex- 
hausted and sick for days. Then I got 
up again and ®carried on the king’s 
business; but I was astounded at the 
vision, and there was none to explain 
1h Da 7:28; 8:17; Hab 3:16 © Da 2:48 


Daniel’s Prayer for His People 
OG" the first year of "Darius the son 
of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, 
who was made king over the kingdom 
of the Chaldeans— Da 5:31; 11:1 
2 in the first year of his reign, I, 
Daniel, observed in the books the 
number of the years which was re- 
vealed as the word of the Lorp to Je- 
remiah the prophet for the completion 
of the desolations of Jerusalem, 

namely, seventy years. 

yw 3 So I ‘gave my attention to the 
Lord God to seek Him by prayer 


Y 9:3-5 
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and supplications, with fasting, sack- 
cloth and ashes. Lit set my face 

4 I prayed to the Lorp my God 
and confessed and said, “Alas, O Lord, 
the 8great and awesome God, who 
Rkeeps His covenant and lovingkind- 
ness for those who love Him and keep 
| His commandments, pe 7:21; Ne 9:32 * De 7:9 
| 5 we have sinned, committed in- 
_ iquity, acted wickedly and ®rebelled, 
| even turning aside from Your com- 
mandments and ordinances. La 1:18, 20 
. 6 “Moreover, we have not 8lis- 
' tened to Your servants the prophets, 
who spoke in Your name to our kings, 
our princes, our fathers and all the 
people of the land. 2 Ch 36:16; Je 44:4,5 

7 “RRighteousness belongs to 
_ You, O Lord, but to us open shame, as 
it is this day—to the men of Judah, 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all 
Israel, those who are nearby and 
those who are far away in all the 
countries to which You have driven 
them, because of their unfaithful 
deeds which they have committed 
against You. Je 23:6; 33:16; Da 9:18 * De 4:27 

8 “TOpen shame belongs to us, O 
Lord, to our kings, our princes and 
our fathers, because we have sinned 
against You. Lit The shame of face 

9 “To the Lord our God belong 
compassion and forgiveness, ‘for we 
have rebelled against Him; Or though 

10 nor have we obeyed the voice 
of the Lorp our God, to walk in His 
teachings which He set before us 
through His servants the prophets. 

11 “Indeed Rall Israel has trans- 
gressed Your law and turned aside, 
not obeying Your voice; so the curse 
has been poured out on us, along with 
the oath which is written in the law of 
Moses the servant of God, for we have 
sinned against Him. Is 1:3, 4; Je 8:5-10 

12 “Thus He has confirmed His 
words which He had spoken against 
us and against our rulers who ruled 
us, to bring on us great calamity; for 
under the whole heaven there has not 
been done anything like what was 
done to Jerusalem. 

13 “As it is written in the ®law of 
Moses, all this calamity has come on 
us; yet we have not sought the favor of 
the Lorp our God by turning from our 
iniquity and giving attention to Your 
truth Le 26:14-45; De 28:15-68; Da 9:11 
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14 “Therefore the Lorp has ®kept 
the calamity in store and brought it 
on us; for the Lorp our God is right- 
eous with respect to all His deeds 
which He has done, but we have not 
obeyed His voice. Je 31:28; 44:27 

15 “And now, O Lord our God, 
who have ®brought Your people out of 
the land of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and have made a name for Yourself, 
as it is this day—we have sinned, we 
have been wicked. De 5:15 « Ne 9:10; Je 32:20 

16 “O Lord, in accordance with all 
Your righteous acts, let now Your 
Ranger and Your wrath turn away 
from Your city Jerusalem, Your "holy 
mountain; for because of our sins and 
the iniquities of our fathers, 
Jerusalem and Your people have be- 
come a reproach to all those around 

le Je 32:31, 32 © Ps 87:1-3; Da 9:20; Joel 3:17; Ze 8:3 
yw 17 “So now, our God, listen to 

the prayer of Your servant and to 

his supplications, and for Your sake, 
O Lord, ®let Your face shine on Your 
desolate sanctuary. Nu 6:24-26; Ps 80:3, 7, 19 
“O my God, Rincline Your ear 

and hear! Open Your eyes and ®see 
our desolations and the city which is 
Recalled by Your name; for we are not 
presenting our supplications before 
You on account of any merits of our 
own, but on account of Your great 
compassion. Is 37:17 © Ps 80:14 ¢ Je 7:10-12 

19 “O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! 
O Lord, listen and take action! For 
Your own sake, O my God, do not 
delay, because Your city and Your peo- 
ple are called by Your name.” 


Gabriel Brings an Answer 

20 Now while I was speaking and 
praying, and ®confessing my sin and 
the sin of my people Israel, and 'pre- 
senting my supplication before the 
Lorp my God in behalf of the holy 
mountain of my God, Is 6:5 © Lit causing to fall 

21 while I was still speaking in 
prayer, then the man ®Gabriel, whom 
I had seen in the vision "previously, 
came to me in my extreme weariness 
about the time of the evening offer- 
ing. Da 8:16; Lk 1:19, 26 ¢ Lit at the beginning 

22 He gave me instruction and 
talked with me and said, “O Daniel, I 
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have now come forth to give you in- 
sight with understanding. 

23 “At the §beginning of your sup- 
plications the command was issued, 
and I have come to tell you, for you 
are Shighly esteemed; so give heed to 
the message and gain 8understanding 
of the vision. Da 10:12 Da 10:11, 19 * Ma 24:15 


Seventy Weeks and 
the Messiah 
24 “Seventy weeks have been de- 
creed for your people and your 
holy city, to finish the transgression, 
to make an end of sin, to make atone- 
ment for iniquity, to bring in everlast- 
ing righteousness, to seal up vision 
and ‘prophecy and to anoint the most 
holy place. Or restrain ¢ Lit prophet 
25 “So you are to know and dis- 
cern that from the issuing of a ™de- 
cree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 
until Messiah the Prince there will be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it 
will be built again, with plaza and 
moat, even in times of distress. Lit word 
26 “Then after the sixty-two 
weeks the Messiah will be ®cut off 
and have nothing, and the people of 
the prince who is to come will destroy 
the city and the sanctuary. And its end 
will come with a flood; even to the end 
there will be war; desolations are de- 
termined. Is 53:8; Mk 9:12; Lk 24:26 
27 “And he will make a firm 
covenant with the many for one 
week, but in the middle of the week 
he will put a stop to sacrifice and 
grain offering; and on the wing of 
Rabominations will come one who 
makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is 
poured out on the one who makes 
desolate.” — Da 11:31; Ma 24:15; Mk 13:14: Lk 21:20 


Daniel Is Terrified by a Vision 
] Oz the third year of 8Cyrus king 
of Persia a message was re- 
vealed to Daniel, who was named Bel- 
teshazzar; and the message was true 
and one of great conflict, but he un- 
derstood the message and had an un- 
derstanding of the vision. pa 1.21: 6:28 
2 In those days, I, Daniel, had 
been mourning for three entire 
weeks. Ez 9:4, 5; Ne 1:4 
3 I ®did not eat any ‘tasty food, 
nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, 
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nor did I use any ointment at all until 
the entire three weeks were com- 
pleted. Da 6:18 © Lit bread of desirability 

4 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
first month, while I was by the bank 
of the great river, that is, the Tigris, 

5 [lifted my eyes and looked, and 
behold, there was a certain man 
Rdressed in linen, whose waist was 
Rgirded with a belt of pure ®gold of 
Uphaz. — Eze 9:2: Da 12:6,7 © Re 1:13; 15:6 « Je 10:9 

6 His body also was like beryl, 
his face "had the appearance of light- 
ning, ®his eyes were like flaming 
torches, his arms and feet like the 
gleam of polished bronze, and the 
sound of his words like the sound of a 
Ttumult. Lit like * Re 1:14; 2:18; 19:12 * Or roaring 

7 Now], Daniel, alone saw the vi- 
sion, while the men who were with me 
did not see the vision; nevertheless, a 
great dread fell on them, and they ran 
away to hide themselves. 

8 So I was 8left alone and saw 
this great vision; yet no strength was 
left in me, for my ‘natural color 
turned to a deathly pallor, and I re- 
tained no strength. Ge 32:24 © Lit splendor 

9 But I heard the sound of his 
words; and as soon as I heard the 
sound of his words, I ®fell into a deep 
sleep on my face, with my face to the 
ground. Ge 15:12; Job 4:13; Da 8:18 


Daniel Comforted 
10 Then behold, a hand 8touched 
me and set me trembling on my hands 
and knees. Je 1:9; Da 8:18 
11 He said to me, “O ®Daniel, man 
of high esteem, ®understand the 
words that I am about to tell you and 
Xstand upright, for I have now been 
sent to you.” And when he had spo- 
ken this word to me, I stood up ®trem- 
bling. — Da 10:19 * Da 8:16, 17 © Eze 2:1 « Job 4:14. 15 
12 Then he said to me, “Do not be 
afraid, Daniel, for from the first day 
that you set your heart on under- 
standing this and on humbling your- 
self before your God, your words were 
heard, and I have come in response to 
your words. Is 41:10, 14; Da 10:19 
13 “But the prince of the kingdom 
of Persia was withstanding me for 
twenty-one days; then behold, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, 
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came to help me, for I had been left 
there with the kings of Persia. 

14 “Now I have come to ®give you 
an understanding of what will happen 


| to your people in the ®latter days, for 
| the vision pertains to the days yet fu- 


ture.” Da 8:16; 9:22 © De 31:29; Da 2:28 
15° When he had spoken to me ac- 


| cording to these words, I Tturned my 


face toward the ground and became 
Lit set ¢ Eze 3:26; 24:27; Lk 1:20 
16 And behold, Sone who resem- 


| bled a human being was touching 


my lips; then I opened my mouth and 
spoke and said to him who was 
standing before me, “O my lord, as a 
result of the vision anguish has come 
upon me, and | have retained no 
strength. Da 8:15 © Is 6:7; Je 1:9 
17 “For how can such a servant 

of my lord talk with such as my 
lord? As for me, there remains just 
now no strength in me, nor has any 
breath been left in me.” Ex 24:10, 11; 1s 6:1-5 
18 Then this one with human ap- 
pearance touched me again and 
Rstrengthened me. Is 35:3, 4 
19 He said, “O man of high es- 
teem, do not be afraid. Peace "be 
with you; take courage and be coura- 
geous!” Now as soon as he spoke to 
me, I received strength and said, “May 
my lord speak, for you have strength- 
ened me.” Ju 6:23; Is 43:1; Da 10:12 ¢ Lit to you 
20 Then he said, “Do you Tunder- 
stand why I came to you? But I shall 
now return to fight against the prince 
of Persia; so I am going forth, and be- 
hold, the ®prince of Greece is about to 
come. Lit know ° Le. Satanic angel * Da 8:21; 11:2 
21 “However, I will tell you what 

is inscribed in the writing of ®truth. 
Yet there is no one who stands firmly 
with me against these forces except 
Michael your prince. Da 12:4 


Conflicts to Come 

1 | eae the first year of Darius the 
Mede, I arose to be an encour- 

agement and a protection for him. 

2 “And now I will tell you the 
Rtruth. Behold, three more kings are 
going to arise Tin Persia. Then a 
fourth will gain far more riches than 
all of them; as soon as he becomes 
strong through his riches, he will 
arouse the whole empire against the 
realm of Greece. Da 8:26; 10:1, 21 ¢ Lit for 
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3 “Anda ®mighty king will arise, 
and he will rule with great authority 
and do as he pleases. Da 8:5, 21 

_ 4 “But as soon as he has arisen, 
his kingdom will be broken up and 
parceled out 8toward the four points 
of the compass, though not to his own 
descendants, nor according to his au- 
thority which he wielded, for his sov- 
ereignty will be uprooted and given to 
others besides them. Da 8:8, 22 

__5 “Then the king of the South 
will grow strong, along with one of his 
princes who will gain ascendancy 
over him and obtain dominion; his do- 
main will be a great dominion indeed. 

6 “After some years they will 
form an alliance, and the daughter of 
the king of the South will come to the 
Rking of the North to carry out a 
peaceful arrangement. But she will 
not retain her position of power, nor 
will he remain with his "power, but 
she will be given up, along with those 
who brought her in and the one who 
sired her as well as he who supported 
her in those times. Da 11-7, 13,15, 40° Lit arm 

7 “But one of the descendants of 
her line will arise in his place, and he 
will come against their army and 
enter the ®fortress of the king of the 
North, and he will deal with them and 
display great strength. Da 11:19, 38, 39 

8 “Also their gods with their 
metal images and their precious ves- 
sels of silver and gold he will take into 
captivity to Egypt, and he on his part 
will refrain from attacking the king 
of the North for some years. 

9 “Then the latter will enter the 
realm of the king of the South, but 
will return to his own land. 

10 “His sons will mobilize and as- 
semble a multitude of great forces; 
and one of them will keep on coming 
and 8overflow and pass through, that 
he may again wage war up to his very 
fortress. Is 8:8; Je 46:7, 8; 51:42; Da 11:26, 40 

11 “The ®king of the South will be 
enraged and go forth and fight 'with 
the king of the North. Then the latter 
will raise a great multitude, but that 
multitude will be given into the hand 
of the former. Da 11:5 « Lit with him, with 

12 “When the multitude is carried 
away, his heart will be lifted up, and 
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DANIEL 11:13 


he will cause tens of thousands to fall; 
yet he will not prevail. 

13 “For the king of the North will 
again raise a greater multitude than 
the former, and after an interval of 
some years he will press on with a 
great army and much equipment. 

14 “Now in those times many will 
rise up against the king of the South; 
the violent ones among your people 
will also lift themselves up in order to 
fulfill the vision, but they will "fall 
down. Lit stumble, and so throughout the ch 

15 “Then the king of the North 
will come, cast up a ®siege ramp and 
capture a well-fortified city; and the 
forces of the South will not stand 
their ground, not even their choicest 
troops, for there will be no strength to 
make a stand. Je 6:6; Eze 4:2; 17:17 

16 “But he who comes against him 
will do as he pleases, and no one will 
be able to withstand him; he will also 
stay for a time in the Beautiful Land, 
with destruction in his hand. 

17 “He will set his face to come 
with the power of his whole kingdom, 
bringing with him a proposal of peace 
which he will put into effect; he will 
also give him the daughter of women 
to ruin it. But she will not take a stand 
for him or be on his side. 

18 “Then he will turn his face to 
the coastlands and capture many. But 
a commander will put a stop to his 
scorn against him; moreover, he will 
Rrepay him for his scorn. Ho 12:14 

19 “So he will turn his face toward 
the fortresses of his own land, but he 
will stumble and fall and be ®found 
NO MOFLe.Ps 27:2; Je 46:6 © Job 20:8; Ps 37:36; Eze 26:21 

20 “Then in his place one will 
arise who will 8send an Toppressor 
through the 'Jewel of his kingdom; 
yet within a few days he will be shat- 
tered, though not in anger nor in bat- 
tle. Is 60:17 ¢ Or exactor of tribute 

21 “In his place a despicable per- 
son will arise, on whom the honor of 
kingship has not been conferred, 
but he will come in a time of tran- 
quility and seize the kingdom by in- 
trigue. 

22 “The overflowing forces will 
be flooded away before him and shat- 
tered, and also the prince of the 
covenant. Da 9:26; 11:10 

23 “After an alliance is made with 
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him he will practice deception, and he 
will go up and gain power with a 
small force of people. vO 

24 “In a time of tranquility he will 
enter the richest parts of the ‘realm, 
and he will accomplish what his fa- 
thers never did, nor his ancestors; he 
will distribute plunder, booty and pos- 
sessions among them, and he will de- 
vise his schemes against strongholds, 
but only for a time. Or province 

25 “He will stir up his strength 
and courage against the king of the 
South with a large army; so the king 
of the South will mobilize an ex- 
tremely large and mighty army for 
war; but he will not stand, for 
schemes will be devised against him. 

26 “Those who eat his choice food 
will ‘destroy him, and his army will 
mpd but many will fall down 
Slai Lit break ¢ Da 11:10, 40 

27 “As for both kings, their hearts 
will be intent on Revil, and they will 
Rspeak lies to each other at the same 
table; but it will not succeed, for the 
end is still to come at the appointed 
time. Ps 52:1; 64:6 ¢ Ps 12:2; Je 9:3-5; 41:1-3 

28 “Then he will return to his land 
with much ‘plunder; but his heart will 
be set against the holy covenant, and 
he will take action and then return to 
his own land. Lit possessions 

29 “At the appointed time he will 
return and come into the South, but 
this last time it will not turn out the 
way it did before. 

30 “For ships of 'Kittim will come 
against him; therefore he will be dis- 
heartened and will return and become 
enraged at the holy covenant and take 
action; so he will come back and 
show regard for those who forsake 
the holy covenant. Le. Cyprus 

31 “Forces from him will arise, 
Rdesecrate the sanctuary fortress, and 
do away with the regular sacrifice. 
And they will set up the abomination 
of desolation. Da 8:11-13; 12:11 

32 “By smooth words he will turn 
to godlessness those who. act 
wickedly toward the covenant, but the 
people who know their God will dis- 
play strength and take action. 

33 “Those who have _ insight 
11:20 Lit adornment; i.e. probably Jerusalem and its 
temple 
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among the people will give under- 
standing to the many; yet they will fall 
by sword and by flame, by captivity 
and by plunder for many days. 

34 “Now when they fall they will 
be granted a little help, and many will 
join with them in hypocrisy. 

35 “Some of those who have in- 
sight will fall, in order to refine, purge 
and make them pure until the ®end 
time; because it is still to come at the 
appointed time. Da 11:27 

36 “Then the king will do as he 
pleases, and he will exalt and magnify 
himself above every god and will 
speak monstrous things against the 


_ God of gods; and he will prosper until 


the indignation is finished, for that 
which is decreed will be done. 

37 “He will show no regard for the 
Tgods of his fathers or for the desire of 
women, nor will he show regard for 
any other god; for he will magnify 
himself above them all. Or God 

38 “But Tinstead he will honor a 
god of fortresses, a god whom his fa- 
thers did not know; he will honor him 
with gold, silver, costly stones and 
treasures. Lit in his place 

39 “He will take action against the 
strongest of fortresses with the help 
of a foreign god; he will give great 
honor to ‘those who acknowledge 
him and will cause them to rule over 
the many, and will parcel out land for 
a price. Lit the one who acknowledges 

40 “At the 8end time the ®king of 
the South will collide with him, and 
the king of the North will storm 
against him with chariots, with horse- 
men and with many ships; and he will 
enter countries, overflow them and 
pass through. Da 11:27, 35; 12:4,9 * Da 11:11, 25 

4] “He will also enter the Beauti- 
ful Land, and many countries will fall; 
but these will be rescued out of his 
hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost 
of the sons of Ammon. Je 48:47 

42 “Then he will stretch out his 
hand against other countries, and the 
land of Egypt will not escape. 

43 “But he will gain control over 
the hidden treasures of gold and sil- 
ver and over all the precious things of 
Egypt; and 8Libyans and Ethiopians 
will follow at his heels. 2 Ch 12:3; Na 3:9 

44 “But rumors from the East and 
from the North will disturb him, and 
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he will go forth with great wrath to 
destroy and annihilate many. — - 

45 “He will pitch the tents of his 
royal pavilion between the seas and 
the beautiful 3Holy Mountain; yet he 
will come to his end, and no one will 
help him. Is 11:9; 27:13; 65:25; 66:20; Da 9:16, 20 


The Time of the End 
l 2a at that time ®Michael, the 
great prince who stands guard 
over the sons of your people, will 
arise. And there will be a ®time of dis- 
tress such as never occurred since 
there was a nation until that time; and 
at that time your people, everyone 
who is found written in the book, will 
be rescued. Da 10:13, 21; Re 12:7 ¢ Re 7:14; 16:18 

2 “RMany of those who sleep in 
the dust of the ground will awake, 
Rthese to everlasting life, but the oth- 
ers to disgrace and everlasting con- 
tempt. Is 26:19; Eze 37:12-14 ¢ Ma 25:46; Jo 5:28, 29 

3 “Those who have Rinsight will 
Rshine brightly like the bright- 
ness of the expanse of heaven, and 
those who 8lead the many to right- 
eousness, like the stars forever and 
ever. Da 11:33, 35; 12:10 © Jo 5:35 ¢ Is 53:11; Da 11:33 

4 “But as for you, Daniel, ®con- 
ceal these words and seal up the book 
until the end of time; many will go 
back and forth, and knowledge will 
increase.” Da 8:26; 12:9 

5 Then I, Daniel, looked and be- 
hold, two others were standing, one 
on this bank of the river and the other 
on that bank of the river. 

6 And one said to the man 
dressed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river, “How long will it 
be until the end of these wonders?” 

7 I heard the man dressed in 
linen, who was above the waters of 
the river, ‘as he ®raised his right 
hand and his left toward heaven, and 
swore by 8Him who lives forever that 
it would be for a time, times, and half 
a time; and as soon as they finish 
shattering the power of the holy peo- 
ple, all these events will be com- 
pleted. Lit and « Eze 20:5; Re 10:5, 6° Da 4:34 

8 As for me, I heard but could not 
understand; so I said, “My lord, what 
will be the outcome of these events?” 

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel, 
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for these words are concealed and 
Rsealed up until the end time. Da 12:4 

10 “Many will be purged, purified 
and refined, but the wicked will act 
wickedly; and none of the wicked will 
understand, but those who have in- 
sight will understand. Ze 13:9 

11 “From the time that the regular 
sacrifice is abolished and the Tabomi- 
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nation of desolation is set up, there 
will be 1,290 days. Or horrible abomination 

12 “How blessed is he who 
keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 
days! 

13 “But as for you, go your way to 
the end; then you will enter into rest 
and rise again for your Rallotted por- 
tion at the end of the age.” Ps 16:5 


HOSEA 


Author: Few critics argue with the 
claim in 1:1 that Hosea is the 
author of this book. The au- 
thor’s place of birth is not 
given but his familiarity and 
obvious concern with the 
Northern Kingdom point to his 
living in Israel, rather than 
Judah. Hosea had a real com- 
passion for his people. His 
personal suffering because of 
his wife, Gomer, gave him 
some understanding of God’s 
grief over the people’s sin, and 
this grief becomes the source 
of the unique tenderness and 
hope that characterizes 
Hosea’s book. 


Hosea’s Wife and Children 
The word of the Lorp which came 
to RHosea the son of Beeri, during 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during 
the days of Jeroboam the son of 
Joash, king of Israel. Ro 9:25 
2 When the Lorp first spoke 
through Hosea, the Lorp said to 
Hosea, “®Go, take to yourself a wife of 
harlotry and have children of har- 
lotry; for the land commits flagrant 
harlotry, forsaking the LorD.” —_Ho03:1 
3 So he went and took Gomer 
the daughter of Diblaim, and she con- 
ceived and ®bore him a son. Eze 23:4 
4 And the Lorp said to him, 
“Name him ®Jezreel; for yet a little 
while, and I will punish the house of 
Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and 
I will put an end to the kingdom of the 
house of Israel. Ho 2:22 ¢ 2 Ki 10:11 
5 “On that day I will break the 
bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” 
6 Then she conceived again and 
gave birth to a daughter. And the 
Lorp said to him, “Name her ‘Lo- 
ruhamah, for I will no longer ®have 
compassion on the house of Israel, 
that I would ever forgive them. Ho2:4 


Time: c. 795-710 B.c. 
Key Verse: Ho 4:1 
Theme: Hosea was a contemporary of 


Isaiah, prophesying. near the 
end of Israel’s existence. It is 
clear from reading the text that 
Assyria was about to take over. 
In the second verse of Hosea, 
God tells Hosea to marry a 
prostitute named Gomer to 
provide a living illustration of 
God’s faithfulness and Israel’s 
unfaithfulness. By this, Hosea 
demonstrates that God loves 
us, as He did Israel, knowingly 
and in spite of all our propen- 
sities to reject His love for us. 


7 “But I will have compassion on 
the house of Judah and deliver them 
by the Lorp their God, and will not 
deliver them by "bow, sword, battle, 
horses or horsemen.” Ps 44:3-7; Ze 4:6 

8 When she had weaned Lo- 
ruhamah, she conceived and gave 
birth to a son. 

9 And ‘the Lorp said, “Name 
him *Lo-ammi, for you are not My 
people and I am not your God.” Lit He 

10 Yet the number of the sons of 
Israel 
Will be like the sand of the sea, 
Which cannot be measured or 
numbered; 
And in the place 
Where it is said to them, 
“You are knot My people,” 
It will be said to them, 
“You are the sons of the living 
God.” Ro 9:26 ¢ Is 65:1; Ho 1:9 
11 And the 8sons of Judah and 
the sons of Israel will be 
gathered together, 
And they will appoint for 
themselves Rone leader, 


1:6 Le. she has not obtained compassion 1:9 Ie. not 
my people 
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And they will go up from the 


land, 
For great will be the day of 
Jezreel. Is 11:12 ¢ Je 30:21; Ho 3:5 


Israel’s Unfaithfulness 
Condemned 
Say to your brothers, “‘Ammi,” and 
to your sisters, “fRuhamah.” 

2 “Contend with your mother, 
contend, 

For she is not my wife, and I 
am not her husband; 

And let her put away her 
Rharlotry from her face 

And her adultery from 
between her breasts, Je 3:1,9, 13 

3 Or I will strip her naked 

And expose her as on the day 
when she was born. 

I will also make her like a 
wilderness, 

Make her like desert land 

And slay her with thirst. 

4 “Also, I will have no 
compassion on her 
children, 

Because they are ®children of 
harlotry. Je 13:14 

5 “For their mother has played 
the harlot; 

She who conceived them has 
acted shamefully. 

For she said, ‘I will go after 
my lovers, 

Who ®give me my bread and 
my water, 

My wool and my flax, my oil 
and my drink.’ Je 44:17, 18: Ho 2:12 

6 “Therefore, behold, I will hedge 

up her way with 8thorns, 
And I will build a wall against 

her so that she cannot find 

her ®paths. Je 18:15 

7 “She will 8pursue her lovers, 
but she will not overtake 
them; 

And she will seek them, but 
will not find them. 

Then she will say, ‘81 will go 
back to my first husband, 

For it was better for me then 
than now!’ Ho 5:13 ¢ Lk 15:17, 18 


8 “For she does ®not know that it 
was I who gave her the 
ene the new wine and the 
oil, 
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And lavished on her silver and 


gold, 
Which they used for Baal. 1s 1:3 
9 “Therefore, I will take back My 
grain at harvest time 
And My new wine in its 
season. 
I will also take away My wool 
and My flax 
Given to cover her nakedness. 
10 “And then I will uncover her 
lewdness 
In the sight of her lovers, 
And no one will rescue her 
out of My hand. Eze 16:37 
11 “I will also put an end to all her 
gaiety, 
Her feasts, her new moons, 
her sabbaths 
And all her festal assemblies. 
12 “I will §destroy her vines and 
fig trees, 
Of which she said, ‘These are 
my wages 
Which my lovers have given 


me. 

And I will make them a forest, 

And the beasts of the field will 
devour them. Je 5:17; 8:13 

13 “I will punish her for the ®days 

of the Baals 

When she used to ®offer 
sacrifices to them 

And adorn herself with her 
earrings and jewelry, 

And follow her lovers, so that 
she forgot Me,” declares the 
Lorp. Ho 4:13; 11:2 © Je 7:9 


Restoration of Israel 
14 we Mespasottstt behold, I will allure 
er, 
Bring her into the wilderness 
And speak kindly to her. 
15 “Then I will give her her 
vineyards from there, 
And the valley of Achor as a 
door of hope. 
And she will sing there as in 
the days of her youth, 
As in the day when she came 
up from the land of Egypt. 
16 “It will come about in that day,” 
declares the Lorp, 


2:1 I.e.my people 2:1 I.e. she has obtained 
compassion 


993 


“That you will call Me F8Ishi 

And will no longer call Me 
FBaali. Is 54:5; Ho 2:7 

17 “For 81 will remove the names of 
the Baals from her mouth, 

So that they will be 
mentioned by their names 
no more. Ex 23:13; Jos 23:7; Ps 16:4 

wy 18 “In that day I will also make 
a covenant for them 

With the ®beasts of the field, 

The birds of the sky 

And the creeping things of the 
ground. 

And I will abolish the bow, the 
sword and war from the 
land, 

And will make them lie down 
in Safety. Job 5:23: Is 11:6-9; Eze 34:25 

19 “I will 8betroth you to Me 
forever; 

Yes, I will betroth you to Me in 
Rrighteousness and in 
justice, 

In lovingkindness and in 
compassion, Is 62:4,5 « Is 1:27; 54:6-8 

20 And I will betroth you to Me 
in faithfulness. 

Then you will know the 
LorD. Je 31:33, 34; Ho 6:6; 13:4 


21 “It will come about in that day 
that ®I will respond,” 
declares the Lorp. 

“T will respond to the heavens, 
and they will respond to the 
earth, Is 55:10; Ze 8:12; Mal 3:10, 11 

22 And the ®earth will respond to 
the grain, to the new wine 
and to the oil, 

And they will respond to 
FJezreel. Je 31:12; Joel 2:19 

23 “I will sow her for Myself in 
the land. 

RT will also have compassion 
on her who had not 
obtained compassion, 

And I will say to those who 
were ®not My people, 

‘You are My people!’ 

And "they will say, ‘You are my 
God!’” Je 31:27 Ho 1:6 ¢ Ho 1:9 « Lit he 


Hosea’s Second Symbolic 
Marriage 
Then the Lorp said to me, “Go 
again, love a woman who is loved 
by her husband, yet an adulteress, 
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even 8as the Lorp loves the sons of Is- 
rael, though they turn to other gods 
and love raisin cakes.” — Le. Gomer « Je 3:20 
_. 2 Sol ®bought her for myself for 
fifteen shekels of silver and a homer 
and a Thalf of barley. Rw 4:10 Heb lethech 
3 Then.I said to her, “You shall 
Rstay with me for many days. You 
shall not play the harlot, nor shall you 
have a ‘man; so I will also be toward 
you.” De 21:13 ¢ Or husband 
4 For the sons of Israel will re- 
main for many days ®without king or 
prince, without sacrifice or sacred 
Rpillar and without ephod or house- 
hold idols. Ho 10:3; 13:10, 11 ¢ Ho 10:1, 2 
5 Afterward the sons of Israel 
will return and seek the Lorp their 
God and David their king; and they 
will come trembling to the Lorp and 
to His goodness in the last days. 


God’s Controversy with Israel 
4 RListen to the word of the 
Lorp, O sons of Israel, 

For the Lorp has a ®case 
against the inhabitants of 
the land, 

Because there is no 
faithfulness or kindness 

Or ®knowledge of God in the 
land. Ho 5:1 « Ho 12:2; Mi 6:2 « Je 4:22 

2 There is §swearing, deception, 
murder, stealing and 


adultery. 

They employ violence, so that 
bloodshed follows 
bloodshed. De 5:11; Ho 10:4 


3 Therefore the land mourns, 
And everyone who lives in it 
languishes 
Along with the beasts of the 
field and the birds of the 


sky, 
And also the fish of the sea 
Tdisappear. Lit are taken away 


4 Yet let no one ®find fault, and 
let none offer reproof; 

For your people are like those 
who ®contend with the 
priest. Eze 3:26; Am 5:10, 13 * De 17:12 

5 So you will ®stumble by day, 

And the prophet also will 

stumble with you by night; 


2:16 Ie. my husband 2:16 I.e. my master, or my 
Baal 2% 2:18-23 2:22 1.e.God sows 
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10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


And I will destroy your 
mother. Eze 14:3, 7; Ho 5:5 

RMy people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge. 

Because you have Frejected 
knowledge, 

I also will reject you from 
being My priest. 

Since you have forgotten the 
law of your God, 

I also will forget your 
children. 1s 5:13 * Ho 4:14; Mal 2:7, 8 


The more they ®multiplied, the 
oe they sinned against 


I will ‘change their glory into 
sham Ho 10:1; 13:6 ¢ Hab 2:16 

They feed on the sin of My 
people 

And direct their desire toward 
their iniquity. Ho 10:13 

And it will be, like people, 
Rlike priest; 

So I will punish them for 
their ways 

And repay them for their 
deeds. Is 24:2; Je 5:31 © Ho 8:13; 9:9 

They will eat, but not have 


enough; 

They will 8play the harlot, but 
not increase, 

Because they have stopped 
giving heed to the LorD. Ho7.4 


Harlotry, wine and new wine 
take away the 
Tunderstanding. 

My people &consult their 
wooden idol, and their 
diviner’s wand informs 
them; 

For a spirit of harlotry has led 
them astray, 

And they have played the 
harlot, departing from their 

od. Is 44:19; Je 2:27 

They offer sacrifices on the 
Rtops of the mountains 

And burn incense on the hills, 

RUnder oak, poplar and 
terebinth, 

Because their shade is 
pleasant. 

Therefore your daughters play 
the harlot 

And your brides commit 
adultery. Je 3:6 © Is 1:29: Je 2:20 

I will not punish your 


Lit heart 
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daughters when they play 
the harlot 

Or your brides when they 
commit adultery, 

For the men themselves go 
apart with harlots 

And offer sacrifices with 
temple prostitutes; 

So the people without 
understanding are ruined. 


15 Though you, Israel, play the 
harlot, 
Do not let Judah become 
guilty; 
Also do not go to 8Gilgal, 
Or go up to Beth-aven 
And take the oath: 
“As the Lorp lives!” — Ho 9:15; 12:11 
16 Since Israel is stubborn 
Like a stubborn heifer, 
Can the Lorp now pasture 
them 
Like a lamb in a large field? 
17 Ephraim is joined to idols; 
Let him alone. Ho 13:2 
18 Their liquor gone, 
They play the harlot 
continually; 
RTheir Trulers dearly love 
shame. Mi 3:11 © Lit shields 
19 The re wraps them in its 
wing 
And thee will be ashamed 
because of their sacrifices. 


The People’s Apostasy Rebuked 
Hear this, O priests! 
Give heed, O house of Israel! 
Listen, O house of the king! 
For the judgment applies to 


you, 

For you have been a 8&snare at 
Mizpah 

And a net spread out on 
Tabor. Ho 9:8 


D The revolters have gone deep 
in depravity, 
But I will chastise all of them. 
3 I know Ephraim, and Israel is 
not hidden from Me; 
For now, O Ephraim, you have 
played the harlot, 
Israel has defiled itself. 
4 Their deeds will not allow 
them 
To return to their God. 
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For a ®spirit of harlotry is 
within them, 
And wine Rdo not know the 
Ho 4:12 ¢ Ho 4:6, 14 
5 Nisteowee the ®pride of Israel 
testifies against him, 
And Israel and Ephraim 
stumble in their iniquity; 
RJudah also has stumbled with 
them Ho 7:10 © Eze 23:31-35 
6 They will Rgo with their flocks 
and herds 
To seek the Lorp, but they will 
not find Him; 
He has 8withdrawn from 
them Ho 8:13; Mi 6:6, 7 « Eze 8:6 
7 They hive Rdealt 
treacherously against the 
Lorpb, 
For they have borne 
Rillegitimate children. 
Now the new moon will 
devour them with their 
land. Is 48:8; Je 3:20; Ho 6:7 © Ho 2:4 


8 RBlow the horn in Gibeah, 
The trumpet in Ramah. 
Sound an alarm at Beth-aven: 
“Behind you, Benjamin!” Joel 2:1 
9 Ephraim will become a 
desolation in the ®day of 
rebuke; 
Among the tribes of Israel I 
declare whatis sure. — 1s37:3 
10 The princes of Judah have 
become like those who 
Rmove a boundary; 
On them IJ will pour out My 
wrath like water. De 19:14; 27:17 
11 Ephraim is oppressed, 
crushed in judgment, 
Because he was determined to 
follow man’s command. 
12 Therefore I am like a moth to 
Ephraim 
And like rottenness to the 
house of Judah. Ps 39:11; Is 51:8 
13. When Ephraim saw his 
sickness, 
And Judah his wound, 
Then Ephraim went to 
RAssyria 
And sent to King Jareb. 
But he is unable to heal you, 
Or to cure you of your 
wound. Ho 7:11; 8:9; 12:1 © Ho 10:6 
14 For I will be like a lion to 
Ephraim 
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And like a young lion to the 
house of Judah. 

I, even I, will tear to pieces 
and go away, 

I will carry away, and there 
will be 8none to deliver. mis5:s 

15 I will go away and return to 

My place 

Until they acknowledge their 
guilt and seek My face; 

In their affliction they will 
earnestly seek Me. 


The Response to God’s Rebuke 
x6 “RCome, let us return to the 
LorbD. 
For He has torn us, but He will 
heal us; 
He has wounded us, but He 
will bandage US. Je 50:4, 5 
ike will revive us after two 
days; 
He will raise us up on the 
third day, 
That we may live before Him. 
ge 3 “So let us know, let us press 
on to know the Lorp. 
His going forth is as certain as 
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the dawn; 

And He will come to us like 
the rain, 

Like the spring rain watering 
the earth.” Is 2:3; Mi 4:2 

4 What shall I do with you, O 

REphraim? 

What shall I do with you, O 
Judah? 


For your loyalty is like a 
morning cloud 
And like the dew which goes 
away early. Ho 7:1; 11:8 
5 Therefore I have hewn them 
in pieces by the prophets; 
I have slain them by the words 
of My mouth; 
And the judgments on you are 
like the light that goes forth. 
6 For I delight in loyalty rather 
than sacrifice, 
And in the knowledge of God 
rather than burnt offerings. 
7 But like Adam they have 
transgressed the covenant; 
There they have dealt 
treacherously against Me. 


% 6:1 ¥6:2-Ma28:6 2% 6:3 
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8 Gilead is a city of 
wrongdoers, 
Tracked with 8bloody 
footprints. Ho 12:11 © Ho 4:2 
9 And as ®raiders wait for a 


man, 
So a band of priests 8murder 
on the way to Shechem; 
Surely they have committed 
crime. Ho 7:1 ¢ Je 7:9, 10; Ho 4:2 
10 In the house of Israel I have 
seen a horrible thing; 
Ephraim’s 8harlotry is there, 
Israel has defiled itself. 05:3 
11 Also, O Judah, there is a 
Rharvest appointed for you, 
When I restore the fortunes of 
My people. Je 51:33; Joel 3:13 


Ephraim’s Iniquity 


When I would heal Israel, 

The iniquity of Ephraim is 
uncovered, 

And the evil deeds of Samaria, 

For they deal ®falsely; 

The thief enters in, 

Bandits raid outside, Ho 4:2 

2 And they do not consider in 
their hearts 

That I remember all their 
wickedness. 

Now their deeds are all 
around them; 

They are before My face. 

3 With their wickedness they 
make the ®king glad, 

And the princes with their 
li€S. Ro 1:32 ¢ Je 28:1-4; Ho 7:5; Mi 7:3 

4 They are all adulterers, 

Like an oven heated by the 
baker 

Who ceases to stir up the fire 

From the kneading of the 
dough until it is leavened. 

5 On the day of our king, the 
princes became sick with 
the heat of wine; 

He stretched out his hand 
with ®scoffers, 1s 28:1,7¢ Is 28:14 

6 For their hearts are like an 

Roven 

As they approach their 
Tplotting; 

Their anger smolders all 
night, 

In the morning it burns like a 
flaming fire. Ps 21:9 Lit ambush 
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10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


All of them are hot like an 
oven, ; 

And they consume their 
rulers; 

All their kings have fallen. 

None of them calls on Me. 


Ephraim ®mixes himself with 
the ‘nations; 

Ephraim has become a cake 
not turned: Ps 106:35 © Lit peoples 

Strangers devour his strength, 

Yet he ®does not know it; 

Gray hairs also are sprinkled 
on him, 

Yet he does not know it. 04:6 

Though the pride of Israel 
testifies against him, 

Yet they have not returned to 
the Lorp their God, 

Nor have they sought Him, for 
all this. Ho 5:5 ¢ Is 9:13 

So 8Ephraim has become like 
a silly dove, ®without sense; 

They call to Egypt, they go to 
Assyria. Ho 11:11 «Ho 4:6, 11, 14; 5:4 

When they go, I will spread 
My net over them; 

I will bring them down like 
the birds of the sky. 

I will chastise them in 
accordance with the 
Tproclamation to their 
assembly. Eze 12:13 ¢ Lit report 

Woe to them, for they have 
strayed from Me! 

Destruction is theirs, for 
they have rebelled 
against Me! 

I would redeem them, but they 
speak lies against Me. 

And they do not cry to Me 
from their heart 

When they wail on their beds; 

For the sake of grain and new 
wine they assemble 
themselves, 

They turn away from Me. 

Although I trained and 
strengthened their arms, 

Yet they ®devise evil against 
Me. Na 1:9 

They turn, but not upward, 

They are like a ®deceitful bow; 

Their princes will fall by the 
sword 

Because of the insolence of 
their tongue. 


997 


This will be their derision in 
the land of Egypt. Ps 78:57 


Israel Reaps the Whirlwind 


Put the trumpet to your lips! 

Like an eagle the enemy 
comes against the house of 
the Lorp, 

Because they have 
transgressed My covenant 

And rebelled against My law. 

2 They cry out to Me, 
“My God, ®we of Israel know 
You!” Ps 78:34; Ho 7:14 « Tit 1:16 
3 Israel has rejected the good; 

The enemy will pursue him. 

4 They have set up kings, but 
not by Me; 

They have appointed princes, 
but I did not know it. 

With their silver and gold they 
have made idols for 
themselves, 

That ‘they might be cut 
off. Lit he 

5 He has rejected your calf, O 
Samaria, saying, 
“My anger burns against 
them!” 

How long will they be 

incapable of innocence? 
6 For from Israel is even this! 

A 8®craftsman made it, so it is 
not God; 

Surely the calf of Samaria will 
be broken to pieces. —_-Ho 13:2 

7 For &they sow the wind 

And they reap the whirlwind. 

The standing grain has no 
heads; 

It yields no grain. 

Should it yield, strangers 
would swallow it up. pr 22:8 


8 Israel is §swallowed up; 
They are now among the 
nations 
Like a vessel in which no one 


delights. 2 Ki 17:6; Je 51:34 
9 For they have gone up to 
Assyria, 


Like a wild donkey all alone; 
Ephraim has hired lovers. 
10 Even though they hire allies 
among the nations, 
Now | will 8gather them up; 
And they will begin to 
diminish 
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Because of the burden of the 
king of princes. — Eze 16:37; 22:20 


11 Since Ephraim has ®multiplied 
altars for sin, 
They have become altars of 
sinning for him. Ho 10:1 
12 Though 8I wrote for him ten 
See precepts of My 
aw. 


They are regarded asa 

strange thing.  De4:6,8 «Ho 4:6 
13 As for My sacrificial gifts, 

They sacrifice the flesh and 
eat it, 

But the Lorp has taken no 
delight in them. 

Now He will remember their 
iniquity, 

And punish them for their 


sins; 
They will return to Egypt. 
14 For Israel has forgotten his 
Maker and built palaces; 
And Judah has multiplied 
fortified cities, 
But I will send a ®fire on its 
cities that it may consume 
its palatial dwellings. Je 17:27 


Ephraim Punished 


RDo not rejoice, O Israel, with 
exultation like the nations! 
For you have played the 
harlot, forsaking your God. 
You have loved harlots’ 
earnings on every threshing 
floor. Is 22:12, 13; Ho 10:5 
2 Threshing floor and wine 
press will ®not feed them, 
And the new wine will fail 


Tthem. Ho 2:9 © Lit her 
3 They will not remain in ®the 
Lorp’s land, 


But Ephraim will return to 


gypt, ; 
And in Assyria they will eat 
unclean food. Le 25:23; Je 2:7 
4 They will not pour out drink 
offerings of ®wine to the 
LorD, 
RTheir sacrifices will not 
please Him. 
Their bread will be like 
mourners’ bread; 
All who eat of it will be 
defiled, 


HOSEA 9:5 
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For their bread will be for 
themselves alone; 

It will not enter the house of 
the LORD. Ex 29:40 « Je 6:20; Ho 8:13 

RWhat will you do on the 
day of the appointed 
festival 

And on the day of the feast of 
the Lorp? Is 10:3; Je 5:31 

For behold, they will go 
because of destruction; 

Egypt will gather them up, 
Memphis will bury them. 

Weeds will take over their 
treasures of silver; 

Thorns will be in their tents. 


The days of punishment have 


come, 

The days of ®retribution have 
come; 

Let Israel know this! 

The prophet is a fool, 

The inspired man is 
demented, 

Because of the grossness of 
your iniquity, 

And because your hostility is 
so great. Is 34:8; Je 16:18; 25:14 

Ephraim was a watchman 
with my God, a prophet; 

Yet the snare of a bird catcher 
is in all his ways, 

And there is only hostility in 
the house of his God. 

They have gone deep in 
depravity 

As in the days of Gibeah; 

He will remember their 
iniquity, 

He will punish their sins. 1s 31:6 

I found Israel like 8grapes in 
the wilderness; 

I saw your forefathers as the 
Rearliest fruit on the fig tree 
in its first season. 

But they came to Baal-peor 
and devoted themselves to 
Fshame, 

And they became as 
detestable as that which 
they loved. Mi 7:1 © Je 24:2 

As for Ephraim, their 8glory 
will fly away like a bird— 

No birth, no pregnancy and no 
conception! Ho 4:7; 10:5 

Though they bring up their 
children, 
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14 


15 


16 


17 


Yet I will bereave them until 
not a man is left. 

Yes, woe to them indeed when 
I depart from them! 

Ephraim, as I have seen, 

Is planted in a pleasant 
meadow like Tyre; 

But Ephraim will bring out his 
children for slaughter. 

Give them, O Lorp—what will 
You give? 

Give them a ®miscarrying 
womb and dry breasts. Ho 9:11 


All their evil is at Gilgal; 

Indeed, I came to hate them 
there! 

Because of the wickedness of 
their deeds 

I will drive them out of My 
house! 

I will love them no more; 

All their princes are rebels. 

REphraim is stricken, their 
root is dried up, 

They will bear no fruit. 

Even though they bear 
children, 

I will slay the precious ones of 
their womb. Ho 5:11 © Ho 8:7 

My God will cast them away 

Because they have not 
listened to Him; 

And they will be wanderers 
among the nations. Ho 4:10 


Retribution for Israel’s Sin 


10 


Israel is a luxuriant vine; 

He produces fruit for himself. 

The more his fruit, 

The more altars he made; 

The richer his land, 

The better he made the sacred 
Rpillars. 1 Ki 14:23: Ho 3:4 

Their heart is ®faithless; 

Now they must bear their 
Reuilt. 

The Lorp will break down 
their altars 

And destroy their sacred 
pillars. 1 Ki 18:21; Zep 1:5 « Ho 13:16 


Surely now they will say, “We 
have ®no king, 

For we do not revere the Lorp. 

As for the king, what can he 
do for us?” Ps 12:4; Is 5:19 


9:10 Le. Baal 


4 They speak mere words, 

With worthless oaths they 
make covenants; 

And judgment sprouts like 
poisonous weeds in the 
furrows of the field. 

5 The inhabitants of Samaria 
will fear 

For the calf of 3Beth-aven. 

Indeed, its people will mourn 
for it, 

And its idolatrous priests will 
cry out over it, 

Over its glory, since it has 
departed from it. Ho 4:15; 5:8 

6 The thing itself will be carried 
to 8Assyria 

As tribute to King Jareb; 

Ephraim will be 8seized with 


shame 
And Israel will be ashamed of 
its own counsel. Ho 11:5¢ Ho 4:7 
7 Samaria will be ®cut off with 


her king 
Like a stick on the surface of 
the water. Ho 13:11 


8 Also the ®high places of Aven, 
the sin of Israel, will be 
destroyed; 

Thorn and thistle will grow on 
their altars; 
Then they will say to the 


mountains, 
“Cover us!” And to the hills, 
“Fall on us!” Ho 4:13 


9 From the days of Gibeah you 
have sinned, O Israel; 
There they stand! 
Will not the battle against 
the sons of iniquity 
overtake them in 
Gibeah? 
10 When it is My 8desire, I will 
Rchastise them; 
| And the peoples will be 
gathered against them 
When they are bound for their 
double guilt. 


Eze 5:13 ¢ Ho 4:9 


11 Ephraim is a trained heifer 
that loves to thresh, 
But I will kcome over her fair 
neck with a yoke; 
I will harness Ephraim, | 
Judah will plow, Jacob will 
harrow for himself. Je 28:14 
12 Sow with a view to 
righteousness, 
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Reap in accordance with 
kindness; 

Break up your fallow ground, 

For it is time to seek the Lorp 

Until He comes to rain 
righteousness on you. Pr 11:18 

13 You have plowed wickedness, 
you have reaped injustice, 
te have eaten the fruit of 
ies. 

Because you have trusted in 
your way, in your 
Rnumerous warriors, Ps 33:16 

14 Therefore a tumult will arise 
among your people, 

And all your ®fortresses will 
be destroyed, 

As Shalman destroyed Beth- 
arbel on the day of battle, 

When ®mothers were dashed 
in pieces with their 
children. Is 17:3 ¢ Ho 13:16 

15 Thus it will be done to you at 
Bethel because of your 
great wickedness. 

At dawn the king of Israel will 
be completely cut off. 


God Yearns over His People 
+ When Israel was a youth | 
loved him, 
And out of Egypt I called My 
son. Ho 2:15; 12:9, 13; 13:4 
2 The more they called them, 
The more they went from 
them; 
They kept sacrificing to the 
Baals 
And burning incense to idols. 
3 Yet it is I who taught Ephraim 
to walk, 
I 8took them in My arms; 
But they did not know that I 
healed them. De 1:31; 32:10, 11 
4 J led them with cords of a 
man, with bonds of love, 
And 8] became to them as one 
who lifts the yoke from 
their jaws; 
And I bent down and fed 


them. Je 31:2, 3° Le 26:13 
5 TThey will not return to the 
land of Egypt; 
But Assyria——he will be their 
king 
¥11:1-Ma 2:15 
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Because they 8refused to 
return to Me. Lit He « Ho 7:16 

The sword will whirl against 
their cities, 

And will demolish their gate 
bars 

And consume them because 
of their counsels. Ho 13:16 

So My people are bent on 
Rturning from Me. 

Though they call them to the 
One on high, 

None at all exalts Him. Je 3:6,7; 8:5 


RHow can I give you up, O 
Ephraim? 

How can IJ surrender you, O 
Israel? 

How can I make you like 
RAdmah? 

How can I treat you like 
Zeboiim? 

Me heart is turned over within 

e3 

All My compassions are 
kindled. Ho 6:4; 7:1 « Ge 14:8; De 29:23 

I will not execute My fierce 
anger; 

I will not destroy Ephraim 
again. 

For I am God and not man, the 
Holy One in your midst, 

And I will not come in wrath. 

They will walk after the Lorp, 

He will roar like a lion; 

Indeed He will roar 

And His sons will come 
trembling from the west. 

They will come trembling like 
birds from Egypt 

And like doves from the land 
of Assyria; 

And I will settle them in their 
houses, declares the Lorp. 


Mi eget surrounds Me with 

ies 

And the house of Israel with 
deceit; 

Judah is also unruly against 
God, 

Even against the Holy One 
who is faithful. Ho 4:2; 7:3 


Ephraim Reminded 


12 


Ephraim feeds on wind, 
And pursues the east wind 
continually; 


He multiplies lies and violence. 

Moreover, he makes a — 
covenant with Assyria, 

And oil is carried to Egypt. 

The Lorp also has a dispute 
with Judah, 

And will punish Jacob 
according to his ways; 

He will repay him according 
to his deeds. Ho 4:1; Mi 6:2 

In the womb he ®took his 
brother by the heel, 

And in his maturity he 
contended with God. 

Yes, he wrestled with the 
angel and prevailed; 

He wept and sought His favor. 

He found Him at Bethel 

And there He spoke with us, 

Even the Lorp, the God of 
hosts, 

The Lorp is His name. 

Therefore, ®return to your 


Ge 25:26 


Ex 3:15 


od, 

RObserve kindness and 
justice, 

And wait for your God 
continually. Ho 6:1-3; 10:12 « Mi6:8 

A ™merchant, in whose hands 
are false balances, 

He loves to oppress. or Canaanite 

And Ephraim said, “Surely I 
have become £rich, 

I have found wealth for 
myself; 

In all my labors they will find 
in me 

No iniquity, which would be 
Sink Ps 62:10; Ho 13:6; Re 3:17 

But I have been the Lorp your 
God since the land of 
Egypt; 

I will make you live in tents 
again, 

As in the days of the 
appointed festival. 

I have also spoken to the 

Rprophets, 

And I gave numerous visions, 

And through the prophets I 
gave parables. 2ki 17:13: Je 7:25 

Is there iniquity in Gilead? 

Surely they are worthless. 

In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls, 

Yes, 'their altars are like the 
stone heaps 

Beside the furrows of the 
field. Ho 8:11; 10:1, 2 


Le 23:42 
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12 Now Jacob fled to the land of 
Aram, 
And Israel worked for a wife, 
And for a wife he kept sheep. 
13 But by a prophet the Lorp 
brought Israel from Egypt, 
And by a prophet he was kept. 
14 Ephraim has provoked to 
bitter anger; 
So his Lord will leave his 
Rbloodguilt on him 
And bring back his reproach 
to him. 2 Ki 17:7-18 © Eze 18:10-13 


 Ephraim’s Idolatry 
] 3 RWhen Ephraim spoke, there 
, was trembling. 

He exalted himself in 
Israel, 

But through Baal he did 
wrong and died. Job 29:21, 22 

2 And now they sin more and 
more, 

And make for themselves 
Rmolten images, 

Idols skillfully made from 
their silver, 

All of them the work of 
craftsmen. 

They say of them, “Let the 
men who sacrifice kiss the 
calves!” Is 46:6; Je 10:4; Ho 2:8 

3 Therefore they will be like the 
Rmorning cloud 

And like dew which soon 
disappears, 

Like chaff which is blown 
away from the threshing 
floor 

And like smoke from a 
chimney. Ho 6:4 « Ps 68:2 


4 Yet I have been the SLorD 
your God 
Since the land of Egypt; 
And you were not to know 
Rany god except Me, 
For aes is no savior besides 
Ho 12:9 ¢ Ex 20:3; 2 Ki 18:35 
Dal sheer for you in the 
wilderness, 
RTn the land of drought. De8:15 
6 As they had their pasture, 
they became satisfied, 
And being satisfied, their 
heart became proud; 
Therefore they forgot Me. 
7 Solwill be like a lion to them; 


HOSEA 13:16 


Like a ®leopard I will lie in 

wait by the wayside. Je 5:6 
8 I will encounter them 8like a 

bear robbed of her cubs, 

gave I Wee tear open their 
Cc 

There I will also }devour them 
like a lioness, 

As a wild beast would tear 
them. 2 Sa 17:8 © Ps 50:22 


9 It is your destruction, O Israel, 
That you are against Me, 
against your "help. De 33:26, 29 
10 Where now is your king 
That he may save you in all 
your cities, 
And your judges of whom you 
requested, 
“Give me a king and princes”? 
11 I ®gave you a king in My 
anger 
And took him away in My 
wrath. 1 Sa 8:7; 10:17-24 


12 The iniquity of Ephraim is 
bound up; 

His sin is stored up. 

13 The pains of childbirth come 
upon him; 

He is not a wise son, 

For it is not the time that he 
should delay at the opening 
of the womb. 

14 Shall I ransom them from the 
power of Sheol? 

Shall I redeem them from 
death? 

O Death, where are your 
thorns? 

O Sheol, where is your sting? 

RCompassion will be hidden 
from My sight. — Je 20:16; 31-35-37 


15 Though he flourishes among 

the reeds, 

An east wind will come, 

The wind of the Lorp coming 
up from the wilderness; 

oye his fountain will become 

ry 
sats his spring will be dried 


It will plunder his treasury of 
every precious article. Je 51:36 
16 Samaria will be held guilty, 
For she has rebelled against 
her God. 
RThey will fall by the sword, 


HOSEA 14:1 1002 


Their little ones will be 
dashed in pieces, 

And their pregnant women 
will be ripped open. 2ki8:12 


Israel’s Future Blessing 
l Return, O Israel, to the Lorp 
your God, 
For you have stumbled 
because of your iniquity. 
yo 2 Take words with you and 
return to the Lorp. 
Say to Him, “8Take away all 
iniquity 
And receive us graciously, 
That we may present the fruit 
of our lips. Mi 7:18, 19 
3 “Assyria will not save us, 
We will not ride on horses; 
Nor will we say again, ‘“Our 
god,’ 
To the work of our hands; 
For in You the orphan finds 
Mercy.” Ps 33:17; Is 31:1 # Ho 8:6; 13:2 


vw 4 | will ®heal their apostasy, 
I will love them freely, 
For My anger has turned away 
from them. Is 57:18; Ho 6:1 
5 I will be like the dew to Israel; 
He will blossom like the lily, 
And he will take root like the 
cedars of SLebanon. Is 35:2 


6 His shoots will sprout, 
And his beauty will be like the 
olive tree 
And his fragrance like the 
cedars of Lebanon. Song 4:11 
7 Those who £live in his shadow 
Will again raise grain, 
And they will blossom like the 
vine. 
His renown will be like the 
wine of Lebanon. Eze 17:23 


8 O Ephraim, what more have I 


to do with idols? 
It is I who answer and look 
after you. 
I am like a luxuriant cypress; 
From Me comes your fruit. 


wa 9 Whoever is wise, let him 


understand these things; 

Whoever is discerning, let him 
know them. 

For the ways of the Lorp are 
right, 

And the righteous will walk in 
them, 

But transgressors will stumble 
in them. Ps 107:43; Je 9:12 
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JOEL 


Although there are. several 
other Joel’s.in the Bible, the 
prophet Joel is known only 
from this book. It has been 
suggested that he lived not far 
from Jerusalem and some 
think that Joel was possibly a 
priest as well as a prophet on 
account of references to the 
priesthood throughout the 
book (Joel 1:13-14; 2:17). 


c. 835 B.c. 


Key Verse: Joel 2:11 


The Devastation of Locusts 
The word of the Lorp that came to 


ee the son of Pethuel: 


Ac 2:16 

Hear this, O elders, 

And listen, all inhabitants of 
the land. 

Has anything like this 
happened in your days 

Or in your fathers’ days? 

RTell your sons about it, 

And let your sons tell their 
sons, 

And their sons the next 
generation. Ex 10:2; Ps 78:4 


What the gnawing locust has 
left, the swarming locust 
has eaten; 

And what the §swarming 
locust has left, the creeping 
locust has eaten; 

And what the creeping locust 
has left, the stripping locust 
has eaten. Na 3:15, 16 

Awake, 8drunkards, and weep; 

And wail, all you wine 
drinkers, 

On account of the sweet 


wine 
That is 8cut off from your 
mouth. Joel 3:3 ¢ Is 32:10 
For a Rnation has invaded my 


land, 
Mighty and without number; 


Theme: 


10 


11 


12 


For the true agrarian society, 
crops are life itself. It is hard to 
imagine how devastating the 
natural disasters described in 
Joel are, and he uses these 
painful events as a mega- 
phone to get the attention of 
the people. There is urgency in 
this call, because the day of 
the Lord is coming. This day 
will be a day of judgment ora 
day of blessing depending on 
where one stands with God. 


Its teeth are the teeth of a 


lion, 

And it has the fangs of a 
lioness. Joel 2:2, 11,25 ¢ Re 9:8 

It has 8made my vine a waste 

And my fig tree ‘splinters. 

It has stripped them bare and 
cast them away; 

Their branches have become 
white. Is 5:6; Am 4:9 ¢ Or a stump 


RWail like a virgin girded 
with sackcloth 

For the bridegroom of her 
youth. Is 22:12 © Joel 1:13; Am 8:10 

The grain offering and the 
drink offering are cut off 

From the house of the Lorb. 

The priests mourn, 

The ministers of the Lorp. 

The field is ruined, 

RThe land mourns; 

For the grain is ruined, 

The new wine dries up, 

Fresh oil fails. Is 24:4,7 © Je 12:11 

RBe ashamed, O farmers, 

Wail, O vinedressers, 

For the wheat and the barley; 

Because the harvest of the field 
is destroyed. Je 14:4; Am 5:16 

The vine dries up 

And the fig tree fails; 

The ®pomegranate, the palm 
also, and the apple tree, 


JOEL 1:13 
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All the trees of the field dry 


uD. 
Indeed, rejoicing dries up 
From the sons of men. _ Hag2:19 


RGird yourselves with 
sackcloth 

And lament, O priests; 

RWail, O ministers of the altar! 

Come, spend the night in 
sackcloth 

O ministers of my God, 

For the grain offering and the 
drink offering 

Are withheld from the house 
of your God. Je 4:8; Eze 7:18 « Je 9:10 


Starvation and Drought 


14 


15 


16 


Wy 


18 


il) 


20 


Consecrate a fast, 

Proclaim a solemn assembly; 

Gather the elders 

And all the inhabitants of the 
land 

To the house of the Lorp your 
God, 

And ®cry out to the LorD. Jon 3:8 

RAlas for the day! 

For the day of the Lorp is 
near, 

And it will come as 
destruction from the 
Almighty. 1s 13:9; Je 30:7; Am 5:16 

Has not ®food been cut off 
before our eyes, 

Gladness and joy from the 
house of our God? 1s3:7;Am 4:6 

The seeds shrivel under their 
Tclods; 

The storehouses are desolate, 

The barns are torn down, 

For the grain is dried 
up. Or shovels 

How &the beasts groan! 

The herds of cattle wander 
aimlessly 

Because there is no pasture 
for them; 

Even the flocks of sheep 
suffer. 1 Ki8:5; Je 12:4: 14:5, 6: Ho 4:3 

To You, O Lorp, I cry; 

For fire has devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness 

And the flame has burned up 
all the trees of the field. 

Even the beasts of the field 
pant for You; 

For the water brooks are dried 
up 
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And fire has devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness. 


The Terrible Visitation 


Blow a trumpet in Zion, 

And sound an alarm on My 
holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble, : 

For the day of the Lorp is 
coming; 

Surely it is near, 

A day of darkness and gloom, 

A day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 

As the dawn is spread over 
the mountains, 

So there is a §great and 
mighty people; 

There has never been 
anything like it, 

Nor will there be again after it 

To the years of many 
generations. Joel 1:6; 2:11, 25 

A ¥fire consumes before them 

And behind them a flame 
burns. 

The land is like the garden of 
Eden before them 

But a desolate wilderness 
behind them, 

And nothing at all escapes 
them. Ps 97:3; Is 9:18, 19 

Their appearance is like the 
appearance of horses; 

And like war horses, so they 
1 UNO Re 9:7 

With a ®noise as of chariots 

They leap on the tops of the 
mountains, 

Like the crackling of a flame 
of fire consuming the 
stubble, 

Like a mighty people 
arranged for battle. Re 9:9 

Before them the people are in 

Ranguish; 

All faces turn pale. 1s 13:8: Na 2:10 

They run like mighty men, 

They climb the wall like 
soldiers; 

And they each ®march ‘in line, 

Nor do they deviate from their 
paths. Pr 30:27 © Lit in his ways 

They do not crowd each other, 

het everyone in his 
pa 
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When they "burst through the 
defenses, 
They do not break ranks. Lit fai 
9 They rush on the city, 
They run on the wall; 
They climb into the 8houses, 
They enter through the 
windows like a thief. x 106 
10 Before them the earth 8quakes, 
The heavens tremble, 
The sun and the moon grow 
dark 
And the stars lose their 
brightness. Ps 18:7; Joel 3:16; Na 1:5 
11 The Lorp utters His voice 
before His army; 
Surely His camp is very great, 
For strong is he who carries 
out His word. 
The day of the Lorp is indeed 
great and very awesome, 
And who can endure it? 
12 “Yet even now,” declares the 


ORD, 
“Return to Me with all your 


heart, 
And with fasting, weeping 
and mourning; Da 9:3 
13. And rend your heart and not 
your garments.” 
Now return to the Lorp your 
God, 
For He is 8gracious and 
compassionate, 
Slow to anger, abounding in 
lovingkindness 
And relenting of evil. Ex 34:6 
14 Who knows whether He will 
not turn and relent 
And leave a blessing behind 


im, 
Even £a grain offering and a 
drink offering 
For the Lorp your God? Joe! 1:9, 13 
15 Blow a trumpet in Zion, 
RConsecrate a fast, proclaim a 
solemn assembly, Joel 1:14 
16 Gather the people, ®sanctify 
the congregation, 
Assemble the elders, 
Gather the children and the 
nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom come out 
of his room 
And the bride out of her bridal 
chamber. 1 Sa 16:5; 2 Ch 29:5 « Ps 19:5 


JOEL 2:23 


Weep between the porch and 
the altar, 

And let them say, “Spare Your 
people, O Lorp, 

And do not make Your 
inheritance a reproach, 

A byword among the nations. 

Why should they among the 
peoples say, 

‘Where is their God?’” 


Deliverance Promised 
eae 18 Then the Lorp will be 


Rzealous for His land 
And will have ®pity on His 
people. Ze 1:14; 8:2 ¢ Is 60:10; 63:9, 15 
19 The Lorp will answer and say 
to His people, 
“Behold, lam going to send 
you grain, new wine and oil, 

And you will be satisfied in 
full with them; 

And I will 8never again make 
you a reproach among the 
nations. Eze 34:29; 36:15 

20 “But I will remove the northern 
army far from you, 

And I will drive it into a 
parched and desolate land, 

And its vanguard into the 
eastern sea, 

And its rear guard into the 
western sea. 

And its stench will arise and 
its foul smell will come up, 

For it has done great things.” 


21 ®Do not fear, O land, rejoice 
and be glad, 
For the Lorp has done great 
things. 1s 54:4; Je 30:10; Zep 3:16, 17 
22 Do not fear, beasts of the field, 
For the ®pastures of the 
wilderness have turned 
green, 
For the tree has borne its fruit, 
The fig tree and the vine have 
yielded in full. Ps 65:12, 13 
23 So rejoice, O ®sons of Zion, 
And &be glad in the Lorp your 
God; 
For He has given you ‘the 
early rain for your 
vindication. 


¥* 9:18-19 2:23 Le. autumn; or possibly the 
teacher for righteousness 


17 Let the priests, the Lorp’s 
ministers, 


JOEL 2:24 


And He has poured down for 
you the rain, 

The fearly and Flatter rain as 
before. Ps 149:2 © Is 12:2-6 

24 The threshing floors will be 
full of grain, 

And the vats will overflow 
with the new wine and oil. 

25 “Then I will make up to you for 
the years 

That the swarming locust has 
eaten, 

The creeping locust, the 
stripping locust and the 
gnawing locust, 

My great army which I sent 
among you. Joel 1:4-7; 2:2-11 

ye 26 “You will have plenty to eat 
and be satisfied 

And ®praise the name of the 
Lorpb your God, 

Who has dealt wondrously 
with you; 

Then My people will never be 
put to shame. De 12:7; Ps 67:5-7 

27 “Thus you will know that Iam 
in the midst of Israel, 

And that Iam the Lorp your 
God, 

And there is 8no other; 

And My people will never be 
Rput to shame. 1s 45:5, 6 « Is 49:23 


The Promise of the Spirit 
VF 28 “It will come about after 
this 
That I will pour out My Spirit 
on all 8mankind; 
And your sons and daughters 
will prophesy, 
Your old men will dream 
dreams, 
Your young men will see 
visions. Ac 2:17-21 ¢ Is 40:5; 49:26 
29 “Even on the male and female 
servants 
I will pour out My Spirit in 
those days. 1 Co 12:13; Ga 3:28 


The Day of the Lorp 
y* 30 “I will display wonders in the 
sky and on the earth, 
Blood, fire and columns of 


smoke. 
31 “The sun will be turned into 
darkness 
And the moon into blood 
Before the ®great and 
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awesome day of the Lorp 
comes. Is 13:9; Zep 1:14-16; Mal 4:1, 5 
32 “And it will come about that 

whoever calls on the name 
of the Lorp 

Will be delivered; 

For on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem 

There will be those who 
escape, 

As the Lorp has said, 

Even among the survivors 
whom the Lorp calls. 


The Nations Will Be Judged 
3 “For behold, in those days and 
at that time, 
When I restore the fortunes of 
Judah and Jerusalem, 
2 I will 8gather all the nations 
And bring them down to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat. 
Then I will enter into 
judgment with them there 
On behalf of My people and 
My inheritance, Israel, 
Whom they have scattered 
among the nations; 
And they have divided up My 


land. Is 66:18; Mi 4:12; Ze 14:2 
3 “They have also cast lots for 
My people, 


Traded a boy for a harlot 
And sold a girl for wine that 
they may drink. 

4 “Moreover, what are you to Me, 
O Tyre, Sidon and all the regions of 
Philistia? Are you rendering Me a 
recompense? But if you do recom- 
pense Me, swiftly and speedily I will 
Rreturn your recompense on your 
head. Is 34:8; 59:18 

5 “Since you have taken My sil- 
ver and My gold, brought My pre- 
cious treasures to your temples, 

6 and sold the 8sons of Judah 
and Jerusalem to the ’Greeks in order 
to remove them far from their terri- 
tory, Eze 27:13 ¢ Lit sons of Javan 

7 behold, I am going to Rarouse 
them from the place where you have 
sold them, and return your recom- 
pense on your head. 1s 43:5, 6: Je 23:8: Ze 9:13 

8 “Also I will 8sell your sons and 
your daughters into the hand of the 
sons of Judah, and they will sell them 


Y 9:26 ¥% 2:98 XY 2:30-32 


1007 


to the Sabeans, to a distant nation,” 


for the Lorp has spoken. 


Is 14:2; 60:14 


9 ®Proclaim this among the na- 


tions: 


10 


1] 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Prepare a war; rouse the 
mighty men! 

Let all the soldiers draw near, 
let them come up! Je 51:27 

RBeat your plowshares into 
swords 

And your pruning hooks into 
spears; 

RLet the weak say, “Iam a 
mighty man.” Is 2:4; Mi 4:3 « Ze 12:8 


-RHasten and come, all you 


surrounding nations, 

And gather yourselves there. 

Bring down, O Lorp, Your 
Rmighty ones. Eze 38:15, 16 « Is 13:3 

Let the nations be aroused 

And come up to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, 

For there I will sit to judge 

All the surrounding nations. 

Put in the sickle, for the 
harvest is ripe. 

Come, tread, for the wine 
press is full; 

The vats overflow, for their 
Rwickedness is great. Ge 18:20 

RMultitudes, multitudes in the 
Rvalley of decision! 

For the day of the Lorp is 
near in the valley of 
decision. Is 34:2-8 © Joel 3:2, 12 

The 8sun and moon grow dark 

And the stars lose their 
brightness. Joel 2:10, 31 

The Lorp 8roars from Zion 

And 8utters His voice from 
Jerusalem, 


JOEL 3:21 


And the heavens and the earth 
tremble. 


~ But the Lorp is a refuge for 


ied 


His people 
And a stronghold to the sons 
of Israel. Ho 11:10; Am 1:2 « Joel 2:11 
Then you will know that Iam 
the Lorp your God, 
Dwelling in Zion, My holy 
mountain. 
So Jerusalem will be holy, 
And strangers will pass 


through it no more. —_ Joel 2:27 


Judah Will Be Blessed 


18 


19 


20 


21 


And in that day 

The ®mountains will drip with 
sweet wine 

ue ave hills will flow with 


iad fall the ®brooks of Judah 
will flow with water; 

And a spring will go out from 
the house of the Lorp 

To water the valley of 
Shittim. Am 9:13 © Is 30:25; 35:6 

Egypt will become a waste, 

And Edom will become a 
desolate wilderness, 

Because of the 8violence done 
to the sons of Judah, 

In whose land they have shed 
innocent blood. Ob 10 

But Judah will be 8inhabited 
forever 

And Jerusalem for all 
generations. Eze 37:25; Am 9:15 

And I will avenge their blood 
which I have not avenged, 

For the Lorp dwells in Zion. 


AMOS 


Author: The only Old Testament ap- 
pearance of the name Amos is 
in this book. Amos’s objective 
appraisal of Israel’s spiritual 
condition was not well re- 
ceived, not least because he 
was just a farmer from Judah. 
The author said of his back- 
ground, “Il am not a prophet, 
nor am | the son of a prophet; 
for | am a herdsman and a 
grower of sycamore figs” 
(7:14). He delivered his mes- 
sage in Bethel because it was 
the residence of the king of Is- 
rael and a center of idolatry. 


Time: Cc. (60-753 B.c. 


Judgment on | 
Neighbor Nations 
The words of Amos, who was 
among the ®sheepherders from 
RTekoa, which he envisioned in vi- 
sions concerning Israel in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah, and in the 
days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king 
of Israel, two years before the earth- 
quake. Am 7:14 © 2 Sa 14:2: Je 6:1 
2 He said, 
“The ®Lorp roars from Zion 
And from Jerusalem He utters 
His voice; 
And the shepherds’ pasture 
grounds mourn, 
And the summit of Carmel 
dries up.” Is 42:13; Je 25:30; Joel 3:16 


3 Thus says the Lorp, 
“For ®three transgressions of 
Damascus and for four 

I will not revoke its 
punishment, 

Because they threshed Gilead 
with implements of sharp 
1ron. Am 2:1, 4,6 

4 “So I will send fire upon the 
house of Hazael 

And it will consume the 
citadels of Ben-hadad. 


Key Verse: Am 3:1-2 


Theme: Amos was a contemporary of 
Isaiah and Hosea. The un- 
usual aspect of his ministry is 
that he was a farmer and 
herdsman from Judah proph- 
esying to northern Israel. The 
issues he addresses are the 
usual prophetic concerns, but 
with a heavy emphasis on so- 
cial justice. When injustice is 
rampant, expect God’s judg- 
ment. No one is immune. In 
fact, the more God has given, 
the more God expects in re- 
sponse. 


5 “I will also ®break the gate bar 

of Damascus, 

And cut off the inhabitant 
from the valley of Aven, 

And him who holds the 
scepter, from Beth-eden; 

So the people of Aram will go 
exiled to Kir,” 

Says the Lorp. 


6 Thus says the Lorp, 
“For three transgressions of 
Gaza and for four 
I will not revoke its 
punishment, 
Because they deported an 
entire population 
To deliver it up to Edom. 
7 “So I will send fire upon the 
wall of Gaza 
And it will consume her 
citadels. 
8 “I will also cut off the 
inhabitant from Ashdod, 
And him who holds the 
scepter, from Ashkelon; 
I will even unleash My "power 
upon Ekron, 
And the remnant of the 
Philistines will perish,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


Je 51:30; La 2:9 


Lit hand 
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9 Thus says the Lorp, . 
“For three transgressions of 
Tyre and for four 
I will not revoke its 
punishment, 
Because they delivered up 
an entire population to 
Edom 
And did not remember the 
covenant of brotherhood. 
10 “So I will 8send fire upon the 
wall of Tyre 
| And it will consume her 
. 


citadels.” Ze 9:4 


11 Thus says the Lorp, 
“For three transgressions of 
Edom and for four 
I will not revoke its 
punishment, 
Because he pursued his 
brother with the sword, 
While he stifled his 
compassion; 
His anger also tore 
continually, 
And he maintained his fury 
forever. Is 57:16; Mi 7:18 
12 “So J will send fire upon Teman 
And it will consume the 
citadels of Bozrah.” 


13 Thus says the Lorp, 

“For three transgressions of the 
sons of Ammon and for 
four 

I will not revoke its 
punishment, 
Because they "ripped open the 
pregnant women of Gilead 
In order to enlarge their 
borders. 2 Ki 15:16; Ho 13:16 
14 “So I will kindle a fire on the 
wall of Rabbah 
And it will consume her 
citadels 
Amid war cries on the day of 
battle, 
And a storm on the day of 
tempest. De 3:11; 1 Ch 20:1; Je 49:2 
15 “Their ®king will go into exile, 
He and his princes together,” 
says the Lorpb. Je 49:3 


Judgment on Judah and Israel 
2 Thus says the Lorb, 
“For three transgressions of 
Moab and for four 


AMOS 2:8 


I will not revoke its 
punishment, 
Because he burned the bones 
of the king of Edom to 


lime. 
2 “So I will send fire upon 

Moab 

And it will consume the 
citadels of ®Kerioth; 

And Moab will die amid 
Rtumult, 

With war cries and the sound 
of atrumpet. Je 48:24, 41 « Je 48:45 

3 “I will also cut off the judge 

from her midst 

And slay all her princes with 
him,” says the Lorp. 


4 Thus says the Lorp, 
“For three transgressions of 
Judah and for four 
I will not revoke its 
punishment, 
Because they rejected the law 
of the Lorp 
And have not kept His 
statutes; 
bape Tlies also have led them 
astr 
Those tier which their 
fathers walked. Or false gods 
5 “So I will send fire upon Judah 
And it will consume the 
citadels of Jerusalem.” 


6 Thus says the Lorp, 
“For three transgressions of 

RIsrael and for four 

I will not revoke its 
punishment, 

Because they sell the 
righteous for money 

And the needy for a pair of 
sandals. 2 Ki 18:11, 12 

7 “These who pant after the very 

dust of the earth on the 
head of the ®helpless 

Also ®turn aside the way of 
the humble; 

And a man and his father 
resort to the same girl 

In order to profane My holy 
name. Am 8:4; Mi 2:2,9 ¢ Am 5:12 

8 “On garments taken as pledges 

they stretch out beside 
every altar, 

And in the house of their God 
they drink the wine of those 
who have been fined. 


AMOS 2:9 


9 “Yet it was I who destroyed the 
Amorite before them, 
Though his height was like 

the height of cedars 

And he was strong as the 
oaks; 

I even destroyed his fruit 
above and his root below. 

10 “It was I who brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, 

And I led you in the 
wilderness ®forty years 

That you might take 
possession of the land of 
the SAmorite. De 2:7 ¢ Ex 3:8 

11 “Then I raised up some of your 
sons to be prophets 

And some of your young men 
to be Nazirites. 

Is this not so, O sons of 
Israel?” declares the Lorp. 

12 “But you made the Nazirites 
drink wine, 

And you commanded the 
prophets saying, ‘You shall 
not prophesy!’ 

13 “Behold, I am weighted down 
beneath you 

AS a wagon is weighted down 
when filled with sheaves. 

14 “RFlight will perish from the 
swift, 

And the stalwart will not 
strengthen his power, 

Nor the mighty man save his 
life. Is 30:16, 17 © Ps 33:16; Je 9:23 

15 “He who grasps the bow will 
not stand his ground, 

The swift of foot will not 
escape, 

Nor will he who rides the 
Rhorse save his life. Is 31:3 

16 “Even the bravest among the 
warriors will flee naked in 
that day,” declares the Lorp. 


All the Tribes Are Guilty 
Hear this word which the Lorp has 
spoken against you, sons of Israel, 
against the entire family which He 
brought up from the land of Egypt: 
2 “You only have I chosen among 
all the families of the earth: 
Therefore I will punish you for 
all your iniquities.” 
3 Do two men walk together 
unless they have made an 
Tappointment? Or agreement 
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4 Does a lion roar in the forest 

when he has‘no prey? 

Does a young lion growl from 
his den unless he has 
captured something? 

5 Does a bird fall into a trap on 

the ground when there is no 
Thait in it? 

Does a trap spring up from 
the earth when it captures 
nothing at all? — orstriker-bar set 

6 If atrumpet is blown ina 

city will not the people 
tremble? 

If a calamity occurs in a city 
has not the Lorp done it? 

7 Surely the Lord Gop does 

nothing 

Unless He reveals His secret 
counsel 

To His servants the prophets. 

8 A lion has roared! Who will 

not fear? 

The Lord Gop has spoken! 
Who can but prophesy? 

9 Proclaim on the citadels in 
RAshdod and on the citadels in the 
land of Egypt and say, “Assemble 
yourselves on the mountains of 
Samaria and see the great tumults 
within her and the 8oppressions in 
her midst. 1 Sa 5:1 © Am 4:1; 6:1 © Am 5:11; 8:6 

10 “But they do not know how to 
do what is right,” declares the Lorp, 
“these who hoard up violence and 
devastation in their citadels.” 

11 Therefore, thus says the Lord 

Gop, 
“An Renemy, even one 
surrounding the land, 

Will pull down your "strength 
from you 

And your 8citadels will be 
looted.” Am 6:14 ¢ Am 2:5 

12 Thus says the Lorp, 

“Just as the shepherd snatches 
from the lion’s mouth a 
couple of legs or a piece of 
an ear, 

So will the sons of Israel 
dwelling in Samaria be 
snatched away— 

With the corner of a bed and 
the cover of a couch! ps 132:3 

13 “Hear and testify against the 

house of Jacob,” 

Declares the Lord Gop, the 
God of hosts. Eze 2:7 
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14 “For on the day that I punish 
Israel’s transgressions, 
I will also punish the altars of 
Bethel; 
The horns of the altar will be 


cut off 
And they will fall to the 


ground. 

15 “I will also smite the ®winter 
house together with the 
Rsummer house; 

The houses of ivory will also 
perish 

And the great houses will 
come to an end,” 

Declares the LORD. Je 36:22 « Ju 3:20 


“Yet You Have Not 
Returned to Me” 


Hear this word, you cows of 
RBashan who are on the 
Rmountain of Samaria, 

Who oppress the poor, who 
crush the needy, 

Who say to your husbands, 
“Bring now, that we may 
drink!” Ps 22:12; Eze 39:18 « Am 3:9; 6:1 

2 The Lord Gop has 8sworn by 
His ®holiness, 
“Behold, the days are coming 
upon you 

When they will take you away 
with meat hooks, 

And the last of you with fish 
hooks. Am 6:8; 8:7 # Ps 89:35 

3 “You will ®go out through 
breaches in the walls, 

Each one straight before her, 

And you will be cast to 
Harmon,” declares the 
LORD. 


4 “Enter Bethel and transgress; 
In Gilgal multiply 
transgression! 
Bring your sacrifices every 
morning, 
Your tithes every three days. 
5 “Offer a thank offering also 
from that which is leavened, 
And proclaim freewill 
offerings, make them 
known. 
For so you love to do, you sons 
of Israel,” 
Declares the Lord Gop. 


6 “But I gave you also cleanness 
of teeth in all your cities 


Je 52:7 


Le 7:13 
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And lack of bread in all your 
places, 

Yet you have not returned to 
Me,” declares the Lorp. 

7 “Furthermore, I withheld the 

rain from you 

While there were still three 
months until harvest. 

Then I would send rain on one 


city 

And on another city I would 
not send rain; 

One part would be rained on, 

While the part not rained on 
would dry up. Ex 9:4, 26; 10:22, 23 

8 “So two or three cities would 
stagger to another city to 
drink water, 

But would not be satisfied; 

Yet you have 8not returned to 
Me,” declares the LorpD. Je3:7 

9 “I smote you with scorching 
wind and mildew; 

And the caterpillar was 
devouring 

Your many gardens and 
vineyards, fig trees and 
olive trees; 

Yet you have ®not returned to 
Me,” declares the LorD. Je 3:10 

10 “I sent a plague among you 
after the manner of Egypt; 

I slew your young men by the 
sword along with your 
captured horses, 

And I made the stench of your 
camp rise up in your 
nostrils; 

Yet you have ®not returned to 
Me,” declares the LorD. 1s 9:13 

11 “I overthrew you, as God 
overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, 

And you were like a 
Rfirebrand snatched from a 
blaze; 

Yet you have not returned to 
Me,” declares the LORD. Ze 3:2 

12 “Therefore thus I will do to 
you, O Israel; 

Because I will do this to you, 

Prepare to meet your God, O 
Israel.” Is 32:11; 64:2; Je 5:22 

13 For behold, He who ®forms 
mountains and creates the 
wind 

And declares to man what are 
His thoughts, 
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He who makes dawn into with destruction upon the 
darkness strong, 
And treads on the high places So that destruction comes 
of the earth, a upon the fortress. Is 29:5; Am 2:14 
The Lorpb God of hosts is His 10. They hate him who reproves 
name. Job 38:4-7; Ps 65:6; Is 40:12 in the gate, 
And ey eiita yee tt 
° speaks with integrity. 
“Seek Me that You May Live” 11 Therefore because you impose 
Hear this word which I take heavy rent on the poor 
up for you as a dirge, O And exact a tribute of grain 


house of Israel: 
2 She has fallen, she will not 
rise again— 
The virgin Israel. 
She lies neglected on her land; 
There is none to raise her up. 
3 For thus says the Lord Gop, 


from them, 

Though you have built houses 
of well-hewn stone, 

Yet you will not live in them; 

You have planted pleasant 
vineyards, yet you will 8not 


“The city which goes forth a 12 BOE RR aD: MSH 
thousand strong transgressions are many 
Will have a Shundred left, 


and your sins are great, 


And the one which goes forth You who Rdistress the 


a hundred strong 


R righteous and accept bribes 
walt ton pe left meee house And turn aside the poor in the 
: j gate. Is 1:23; 5:23; Am 2:6 
4 For thus says the Lorp to the 13 Therefore at such a time the 
house of Israel, prudent person keeps silent, 
“Seek Me that you may live. for it is an evil time. 


5 “But do not resort to Bethel 
And do not come to 8Gilgal, 
Nor cross over to Beersheba; 
For Gilgal will certainly go 

into captivity 
And Bethel will come to 


14 Seek good and not evil, that 
you may live; 
And thus may the Lorp God 
of hosts be with you, 
RJust as you have said! = mi3:11 
15 Hate evil, love good, 


trouble. 1 Sa 7:16; 11:14 ci Mier seh pecec 
6 “Seek the Loro that you may Eapemestablisiyiabeasny the 
ive, 
Or He will break forth like a Perhaps the Lorp God of hosts 


May be gracious to the 


ai 
fire, O house of Joseph, Rremnant of Joseph. mis:3,7,8 


And it will consume with none 


to quench it for Bethel, pe 4:24 16 Therefore thus says the Lorp 
7 For those who turn justice God of hosts, the Lord, 
into wormwood “There is wailing in all the 
And cast righteousness down plazas, 
to the earth.” Am 2:3; 5:12; 6:12 And in all the streets they say, 
8 He who made the Pleiades ‘Alas! Alas! 
aricdOxian They also call the farmer to 
mourning 
Hat euanices een darkness And 1Professional mourners 
R ; O lamentation. 2h 35:25: Je 9:17 
aoe darkens dayinto 17 “And in cin the ®vineyards there 
W ; is wailing, 
heicalls for the waters of the Because I will pas s through 
And pours them out on the hae midst of you,” says the 
surface of the earth, ORD. Is 16:10; Je 48:33 
The Lorp is His name. © ps 104:20 18 Alas, you who are longing for 


9 It is He who 8flashes forth the ®day of the Lorn, 
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For what purpose will the day 
of the Lorp be to you? 
It will be darkness and not 
light; Is 5:19; Je 30:7; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11,31 
19 As when a man flees from a 
lion 
And a bear meets him, 
TOr goes home, leans his hand 
against the wall 
And a snake bites him. © or Then 
20 Will not the day of the Lorp 
be 8darkness instead of 
light, 
Even gloom with no 
brightness in it? 1s 13:10; Zep 1:15 


21 “I hate, I reject your festivals, 
Nor do | delight in your 
solemn assemblies. 

22 “Even though you 8offer up to 
Me burnt offerings and 
your grain offerings, 

I will not accept them; 

And I will not even look at the 
Rpeace offerings of your 
fatlings. Is 66:3; Mi 6:6, 7 

23 “Take away from Me the noise 
of your songs; 

I will not even listen to the 
sound of your harps. 

24 “But let justice roll down like 
waters 

And righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream. 

25 “RDid you present Me with sac- 
rifices and grain offerings in the 
wilderness for forty years, O house of 
Israel? De 32:17; Jos 24:14; Ne 9:18-21; Ac 7:42, 43 

26 “RYou also carried along 
Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your 
images, the star of your gods which 
you made for yourselves. Ac 7:43 

27 “Therefore, I will make you go 
into exile beyond Damascus,” says the 
Lorp, whose name is the God of hosts. 


“Those at Ease in Zion” 

RWoe to those who are at ease 
in Zion 

And to those who feel secure 
in the mountain of Samaria, 

The distinguished men of the 
foremost of nations, 

To whom the house of Israel 
comes. Is 32:9-11; Zep 1:12; Lk 6:24 

2 Go over to 8Calneh and look, 

And go from there to Hamath 

the great, 


AMOS 6:12 


Then go down to Gath of the 
Philistines. 

Are 'they better than these 
kingdoms, 

Or is their territory greater 
than yours? Ge 10:10; Is 10:9 * Or you 

3 Do you put off the day of 

calamity, 

And would you ®bring near 
the seat of violence? 1am3:10 


4 Those who recline on beds of 
ivory 

And sprawl on their couches, 

And 8eat lambs from the flock 

And calves from the midst of 
the stall, Am 3:12 ¢ Eze 34:2, 3 

5 Who improvise to the sound 
of the harp, 

And like David have 
composed ®songs for 
themselves, 1 Ch 15:16; 23:5; Is 5:12 

6 Who drink wine from 
sacrificial bowls 

While they anoint themselves 
with the finest of oils, 

Yet they have not grieved 
over the ruin of Joseph. Eze 9:4 

7 Therefore, they will now ®go 
into exile at the head of the 
exiles, 

And the 8sprawlers’ 
banqueting will pass 
away. 1 Ki 20:16-21; Da 5:4-6, 30 


8 The Lord Gop has sworn by 
Himself, the Lorp God of 
hosts has declared: 

“IT loathe the arrogance of 
Jacob, 
And detest his citadels; 
Therefore I will deliver up the 
city and all it contains.” 
9 And it will be, if ten men are 
left in one house, they will die. am5:3 
10 Then one’s uncle, or his ®un- 
dertaker, will lift him up to carry out 
his bones from the house, and he will 
say to the one who is in the innermost 
part of the house, “Is anyone else with 
you?” And that one will say, “No one.” 
Then he will answer, “®Keep quiet. For 
the name of the Lorp is not to be 
mentioned.” 1 Sa 31:12 © Am 5:13; 8:3 
11 For behold, the Lorp is going to 
Rcommand that the ®great house be 
smashed to pieces and the small house 
to fragments. Is 55:11 ¢ 2 Ki 25:9; Am 3:15; 5:11 
12 Do horses run on rocks? 


AMOS 6:13 


Or does one plow them with 
oxen? . 
Yet you have turned justice 

into poison 

And the fruit of righteousness 
into fwormwood, 

13 You who rejoice in 
FLodebar, 

And say, “Have we not by 
our own strength 
taken ‘Karnaim for 
ourselves?” 

14 “For behold, I am going to 
raise up a nation 
against you, 

O house of Israel,” 
declares the Lorp 
God of hosts, 

“And they will afflict you 
from the entrance of 
Hamath 

To the brook of the Arabah.” 


Warning Through Visions 
Thus the Lord Gop showed me, 
and behold, He was forming a 
Rlocust-swarm when the spring crop 
began to sprout. And behold, the 
spring crop was after the king’s 
TMOWINE. — Joel 1:4; Am 4:9; Na 3:15 Or shearings 
2 And it came about, ™when it 
had "finished eating the vegetation of 
the land, that I said, 
“Lord Gop, please pardon! 
How can Jacob stand, 
For he is small?” Lit if © Ex 10:15 
3 The Lorp changed His mind 
about this. 
“It shall not be,” said the Lorp. 
4 Thus the Lord Gop showed me, 
and behold, the Lord Gop was calling 
to contend with them by fire, and it 
consumed the great deep and began 
to consume the "farm land. © tit portion 
5 Then I said, 
“RLord Gop, please stop! 
RHow can Jacob stand, for he 
is Small?” Ps 85:4; Joel 2:17 © Am 7:2 
6 The Lorb 8changed His mind 
about this. 
“This too shall not be,” said the 
Lord Gop. Ps 106:45; Am 7:3: Jon 3:10 
7 Thus He showed me, and be- 
hold, the Lord was standing "by a 
Tvertical wall with a plumb line in His 
hand. Or upon ° Lit wall of a plumb line 


8 The Lorp said to me, “What do 


1014 


you see, Amos?” And J said, “A plumb 
line.” Then the Lord said, 
“Behold I am about to put a 
plumb line 
In the midst of My people 
Israel. 
I will spare them no longer. 
9 “The 8high places of Isaac will 
be desolated 
And the sanctuaries of Israel 
laid waste. 
Then I will rise up against the 
house of Jeroboam with the 
sword.” Ge 46:1; Ho 10:8; Mi 1:5 


Amos Accused, Answers 

10 Then Amaziah, the ®priest of 
Bethel, sent word to Jeroboam king of 
Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired 
against you in the midst of the house 
of Israel; the land is unable to endure 
all his words. 1 Ki 12:31, 32; 13:33 

11° “For thus Amos says, ‘Jer- 
oboam will die by the sword and Is- 
rael will certainly go from its land 
into exile.’” 

12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, 
“RGo, you seer, flee away to the land of 
Judah and there eat bread and there 
do your prophesying! Ma 8:34 

13 “But no longer prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is a sanctuary of the king 
and a royal 'residence.” Lit house 

14 Then Amos _ replied to 
Amaziah, “I am not a prophet, nor am 
I the 8son of a prophet; for I am a 
herdsman and a ‘grower of sycamore 
figs. 1 Ki 20:35; 2 Ki 2:3, 5; 4:38; 2 Ch 19:2 ¢ Or nipper 

15 “But the Lorp took me from 
Tfollowing the flock and the Lorp said 
to me, ‘Go prophesy to My people Is- 
rael.’ Lit behind ¢ Je 1:7; Eze 2:3, 4 

16 “Now hear the word of the 
Lorb: you are saying, ‘You shall not 
prophesy against Israel nor shall you 
speak against the house of Isaac.’ 

17 “Therefore, thus says the Lorp, 
“Your wife will become a harlot in the 
city, your sons and your daughters 
will fall by the sword, your land will 
be parceled up by a measuring line 
and you yourself will die upon un- 
clean soil. Moreover, Israel will cer- 
tainly go from its land into exile.” 


6:12 Le. bitterness 6:13 Lit a thing of nothing 
6:13 Lit a pair of horns 
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Basket of Fruit and Israel’s 
Captivity 
Thus the Lord Gop showed me, 
and behold, there was a basket of 
summer fruit. 

2 He said, “What do you see, 
Amos?” And I said, “A basket of sum- 
mer fruit.” Then the Lorp said to me, 
“The end has come for My people Is- 
rael. I will spare them no longer. 

3 “The songs of the palace will 
turn to wailing in that day,’ declares 
the Lord Gop. “Many will be the 
Rcorpses; in every place they will cast 
them forth in silence.” Am 6:8-10 

4 Hear this, you who &trample 
the needy, to do away with the humble 


of the land, Ps 14:4; Pr 30:14; Am 2:7; 5:11, 12 
5 saying, 
“When will the new moon "be 
over, 


So that we may sell grain, 
And the sabbath, that we may 
open the wheat market, 
To make the bushel smaller 
and the shekel bigger, 
And to cheat with dishonest 
Scales, Nu 28:11: 2 Ki 4:23 « Lit pass by 
6 So as to ®buy the helpless for 
money 
And the needy for a pair of 
sandals, 
And that we may sell the 
refuse of the wheat?” am2:6 
7 The Lorp has ®sworn by the 
pride of Jacob, 
“Indeed, I will never forget any 
of their deeds. Am 4:2 
8 “Because of this will not the 
land ®quake 
And everyone who dwells in it 
Rmourn? 
Indeed, all of it will rise up 
like the Nile, 
And it will be tossed about 
And subside like the Nile of 
Egypt. Ps 18:7; 60:2; Is 5:25 © Ho 4:3 
9 “It will come about in that day,” 
declares the Lord Gop, 
“That I will make the sun go 
down at noon 
And make the earth dark in 
Tproad daylight. Lit a day of lignt 
10 “Then I will 8turn your festivals 
into mourning 
And all your songs into 
lamentation; 
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And I will bring sackcloth on 
everyone’s loins 

And baldness on every head. 

And I will make it like a time 
of mourning for an only 
son, 

And the end of it will be like a 
bitter day. Job 20:23; Am 5:21 


11 “Behold, days are coming,” 
declares the Lord Gop, 
“When I will send a famine on 
the land, 
Not a famine for bread or a 
thirst for water, 
But rather for hearing the 
words of the Lorp. 
12 “People will stagger from sea to 


sea 
And from the north even to 
the east; 
They will go to and fro to seek 
the word of the Lorp, 
But they will not find it. 
13 “In that day the beautiful 
Rvirgins 
And the young men will faint 
from thirst. La 1:18; 2:21 
14 “As for those who swear by the 
Reuilt of Samaria, 
Who say, ‘As your god lives, O 
RDan,’ 
And, ‘As the way of 
RBeersheba lives,’ 
They will fall and not rise 
again.” Ho 8:51 Ki 12:28, 29 Am 5:5 


God’s Judgment Unavoidable 
I saw the Lord standing beside the 
altar, and He said, 
“Smite the capitals so that the 
thresholds will shake, 
And break them on the heads 
of them all! 
Then I will slay the rest of 
them with the sword; 
They will not have a fugitive 
who will flee, 
Or a refugee who will escape. 
2 “Though they dig into ®Sheol, 
From there will My hand take 
them; 
And though they ascend to 
heaven, 
From there will I bring them 
down. Ps 139:8 ® Je 51:53; Ob 4 
3 “Though they hide on the 
summit of Carmel, 
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I will 8search them out and 
take them from there; 

And though they ®conceal 
themselves from My sight 
on the floor of the sea, 

From there I will command 
the serpent and it will bite 
them. Je 16:16 © Job 34:22; Ps 139:9, 10 

4 “And though they go into 
Rcaptivity before their 
enemies, 

From there I will command 
the sword that it slay them, 

And I will set My eyes against 
them for evil and not for 
good.” 


5. The Lord Gop of hosts, 
The One who 8touches the 
land so that it melts, 
And all those who dwell in it 
mourn, 
And all of it rises up like the 


Nile 

And subsides like the Nile of 
Egypt; Ps 104:32; 144:5; Is 64:1; Mi 1:4 

6 The One who builds His upper 

chambers in the heavens 

And has founded His vaulted 
dome over the earth, 

He who calls for the waters of 
the sea 

And 8pours them out on the 
face of the earth, 

The Lorp is His name. © Ps 1046 


7 “Are you not as the sons of 
REthiopia to Me, 

O sons of Israel?” declares the 
Lorb. 

“Have I not brought up Israel 
from the land of Egypt, 

And the Philistines from 
Caphtor and the Arameans 
from Kir? 2. ch 14:9, 12; Is 20:4: 43:3 

8 “Behold, the Reyes of the Lord 
Gop are on the sinful 
kingdom, 

And I will destroy it from the 
face of the earth; 

Nevertheless, I will not totally 
destroy the house of Jacob,” 

Declares the LorD. Je 44:27: Am 9:4 


9 “For behold, Iam commanding, 
And I will §shake the house of 
Israel among all nations 
As grain is shaken in a sieve, 
But not a kernel will fall to the 
ground. Is 30:28; Lk 22:31 « Or pebble 
10 “All the sinners of My people 
will die by the sword, 
Those who say, ‘®The calamity 
will not overtake or 
confront US.’ Is 33:14; Ze 13:8 « Am 6:3 


The Restoration of Israel 


11 “In that day I will 8raise up the 
fallen ™%booth of David, 
And wall up its 3breaches; 
I will also raise up its ruins 
And rebuild it as in the days 
of old; Ac 15:16-18 « Ps 80:12 
12 That they may possess the 
remnant of Edom 
And all the nations who are 
Recalled by My name,” 
Declares the Lorp who does 
this. Ob 19 ¢ Nu 24:18; Is 11:14 « Is 43:7 


13 “Behold, days are coming,” 
declares the Lorp, 
“When the §plowman will 
overtake the reaper 

And the treader of grapes him 
who Sows seed; 

When the 8mountains will 
drip sweet wine 

And all the hills will be 
dissolved. Le 26:5 © Joel 3:18 

14 “Also I will 8restore the 
captivity of My people 
Israel, 

And they will rebuild the 
ruined cities and live in 
them; 

They will also plant vineyards 
and drink their wine, 

And make gardens and eat 
their fruit. Ps 53:6; Is 60:4; Je 30:3, 18 

15 “I will also plant them on their 
land, 

And they will not again 
be rooted out from their 
land 

Which I have given them,” 

Says the Lorp your God. 


OBADIAH 


Author: Obadiah was an_ obscure 
prophet who probably lived in 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
It is assumed however, that he 
was not a priest since his father 
is not mentioned and nothing is 
given of his background. There 
are 13 Obadiah’s in the Old Tes- 
tament. Four of the better 
prospects for this Obadiah are: 
(1) the officer in Ahab’s palace 
that hid God’s prophets in a cave 
(1 Ki 18:3); (2) one of the offi- 
cials sent out by Jehoshaphat to 
teach the law in the cities of 
Judah (2 Ch 17:7); (3) one of 
the overseers who took part in 
repairing the temple under 
Josiah (2 Ch 34:12); or (4) a 
priest in the time of Nehemiah 
(Ne 10:5). 


Time: c. 840 B.c. 


Edom Will Be Humbled 
The vision of Obadiah. 
Thus says the Lord Gop concern- 
ing Edom— 
We have heard a report from 
the Lorp, 
And an envoy has been sent 
among the nations saying, 
“Arise and let us go against her 
for battle’— Is 18:2; 30:4 
2 “Behold, I will make you small 
among the nations; 
You are greatly despised. 
3 “The 8arrogance of your heart 
has deceived you, 
You who live in the clefts of 
Tthe rock, 
In the loftiness of your 
dwelling place, 
Who say in your heart, 
‘Who will bring me down to 
earth?’ Is 16:6: Je 49:16 © Or Sela 
4 “Though you build high like 
the eagle, 


Key Verse: Ob 10 


Theme: Obadiah is a prophecy against 
Edom, the nation that de- 
scended from Esau. Edom in- 
cluded the area south and 
east of the Dead Sea. Through- 
out most of Old Testament his- 
tory, if Edom is mentioned, it 
is in the context of some kind 
of skirmish. This friction 
started when the king of Edom 
refused to let the Israelites 
cross his territory as they jour- 
neyed towards the promised 
land in Numbers 20:14-21. 
When Israel and Judah were 
taken Into exile, Edom stood 
by and watched. The purpose 
of Obadiah seems clear. He is 
Out to encourage the Israelites 
in the context of captivity. God 
will rescue his people. 


Though you set your nest 
among the stars, 

From there I will bring you 
down,” declares the Lorpb. 

5 “If 8thieves came to you, 

If robbers by night— 

O how you will be ruined!— 

Would they not steal only until 
they had enough? 

If grape gatherers came to 


you, 
RWould they not leave some 
gleanings? Je 49:9 © De 24:21 
6 “O how Esau will be 
Rransacked, 
And his hidden treasures 
searched out! Je 49:10 
7 “All the men allied with you 
Will send you forth to the 
border, 
And the men at peace with 
you 
Will deceive you and 
overpower you. 


OBADIAH 1:8 


They who eat your bread 
Will set an ambush for you. 
(There is Sno understanding in 
him.) Je 30:14 « Is 19:11; Je 49:7 
8 “Will I not on that day,” 
declares the Lorp, 
“Destroy wise men from Edom 
And understanding from the 
mountain of Esau? 
9 “Then your ®mighty men will 
be dismayed, O Teman, 
So that everyone may be cut 
off from the mountain of 
Esau by slaughter. Je 49:22 


10 “Because of violence to your 
brother Jacob, 
You will be covered with 


shame, 
RAnd you will be cut off 


forever. Eze 35:9 
11 “On the day that you stood 
aloof, 


On the day that strangers 
carried off his wealth, 
And foreigners entered his 


gate 
And cast lots for Jerusalem— 
You too were as one of them. 
12 “Do not gloat over your 
brother’s day, 
The day of his misfortune. 
And do not rejoice over the 
sons of Judah 
In the day of their destruction; 
Yes, do not boast 
In the day of their distress. 
13 “Do not enter the gate of My 
people 
In the day of their disaster. 
Yes, you, do not gloat over 
their calamity 
In the day of their disaster. 
And do not loot their wealth 
In the day of their disaster. 
14 “Do not stand at the fork of the 
road 
To cut down their fugitives; 
And do not imprison their 
survivors 
In the day of their distress. 


The Day of the Lorp and the 
Future 
15 “For the day of the Lorp draws 
near on all the nations. 
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As you have done, it will be 
done to you. 

Your ®dealings will return on 
your own head. Eze 35:11 

16 “Because just as you §drank on 
RMy holy mountain, 

All the nations will drink 
continually. 

They will drink and swallow 

And become as if they had 
never existed. — Je 49:12 « Joel 3:17 

17 “But on Mount Zion there will 
be those who escape, 

And it will be holy. 

And the house of Jacob will 
possess their possessions. 

18 “Then the house of Jacob will 
be a fire 

And the house of Joseph a 
flame; 

But the house of Esau will be 
as stubble. 

And they will set them on fire 
and consume them, 

So that there will be no 
survivor of the house of 
Esau,” 

For the Lorp has spoken. 

19 Then those of the FNegev will 
Rpossess the mountain of 
Esau, 

And those of the FShephelah 
the ®Philistine plain; 

Also, possess the territory of 
Ephraim and the territory 
of Samaria, 

And Benjamin will possess 
Gilead. Is 11:14; Am 9:12 © Is 11:14 

20 And the exiles of this host of 
the sons of Israel, 

Who are among the 
Canaanites as far as 
RZarephath, 

And the exiles of Jerusalem 
who are in Sepharad 

Will possess the 8 cities of the 
NeeV. 1 Ki 17:9: Lk 4:26 © Je 32:44: 33:13 

21 The 8deliverers will ascend 
Mount Zion 

To judge the mountain of 
Esau, 

And the sete sehea will be the 
LORD’S Ne 9:27 


1:19 Le. South country 1:19 I.e. the foothills 


JONAH 


Author: Jonah was “the son of Amit- 
tai” and nothing more would 
be known about him were it 
not for a reference in 2 Kings 
14:25 calling hima prophet in 
the reign of Jeroboam II of Is- 
rael. Jonah was a Galilean, 
contrary to the Pharisees 
claim that “no prophet arises 
out of Galilee.” One Jewish 
tradition says that Jonah was 
the son of the widow of 
Zarephath whom Elijah raised 
from the dead (1 Ki 17:8-24). 


Time: c. 760 B.c.0 
Key Verse: Jon 2:8-9 


Jonah’s Disobedience 
»%. ¥ The word of the Lorp came to 
2 RJonah the son of Amittai say- 

2 Ki 14:25; Ma 12:39-41; 16:4; Lk 11:29, 30, 32 
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great 
city and cry against it, for their 
wickedness has come up before Me.” 

3 But Jonah rose up to flee to 
Tarshish from the presence of the 
Lorp. So he went down to Joppa, 
found a ship which was going to 
Tarshish, paid the fare and went down 
into it to go with them to Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lorp. 

4 The ®Lorp hurled a great wind 
on the sea and there was a great 
storm on the sea so that the ship was 
about to break up. Ps 107:23-28; 135:6, 7 

5 Then the sailors became afraid 
and every man cried to ®his god, and 
they ®threw the cargo which was in the 
ship into the sea to lighten it for them. 
But Jonah had gone below into the 
hold of the ship, lain down and fallen 
sound asleep. 1 Ki 18:26 ¢ Ac 27:18, 19, 38 

6 Sothe captain approached him 
and said, “How is it that you are sleep- 
ing? Get up, callon your god. Perhaps 
your god will be concerned about us 
so that we will not perish.” 


ing, 


Theme: The Book of Jonah directs us 
towards God’s greatness and 
mercy. He will go to any 
lengths in order to assure that 
His message is heard. He 
makes it possible for people to 
repent and be redeemed no 
matter how decadent and far 
away from God they are. 
Jonah himself is a prime ex- 
ample of the power of story- 
telling, as he gives us an 
amazingly visual and memo- 
rable image of God’s far 
reaching grace and His |\in- 
volvement in individual lives to 
accomplish His purposes. 


7 Each man said to his mate, 
“Come, let us cast lots so we may 
learn on whose account this calamity 
has struck us.” So they cast lots and 
the lot fell on Jonah. Nu 32:23: Pr 16:33 

8 Then they said to him, “®Tell us, 
now! On whose account has this 
calamity struck us? What is your oc- 
cupation? And where do you come 
from? What is your country? From 
what people are you?” Jos 7:19; 1 Sa 14:43 

9 He said to them, “I am a ®He- 
brew, and | ®fear the Lorp God of 
heaven who made the sea and the dry 
land.” — Ge 14:13; Ex 1:15; 2:13 «2 Ki 17:25, 28, 32, 33 

10 Then the men became ex- 
tremely frightened and they said to 
him, “How could you do this?” For the 
men knew that he was ®fleeing from 
the presence of the Lorp, because he 
had told them. Job 27:22; Jon 1:3 

11 So they said to him, “What 
should we do to you that the sea may 
become calm for us?”—for the sea 
was becoming increasingly stormy. 

12 He said to them, “Pick me up 
and throw me into the sea. Then the 
sea will become calm for you, for I 


12:10 
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know that on account of me this great 
storm has come upon you.” 

13 However, the men rowed des- 
perately to return to land but they 
could not, for the sea was becoming 
even stormier against them. 

14 Then they called on the Lorp 
and said, “We earnestly pray, O Lorpb, 
do not let us perish on account of this 
man’s life and do not put innocent 
blood on us; for You, O Lorp, have 
done as You have pleased.” 

15 So they picked up Jonah, threw 
him into the sea, and the sea ®stopped 
its raging. Ps 65:7; 93:3, 4; 107:29 

16. Then the men feared the Lorp 
greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to 
the Lorp and made vows. 

17 And the Lorp appointed a great 
fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was 
in the ®stomach of the fish three days 
and three nights. Ma 12:40; 16:4 


Jonah’s Prayer 
TThen Jonah prayed to the Lorp 
his God ®from the stomach of the 
fish, Ch 2:2 in He « Job 13:15; Ps 130:1, 2; La 3:53-56 
2 and he said, 
“T called out of my distress to 
the Lorp, 
And He answered me. 
I cried for help from the 
Tdepth of Sheol; 
You heard my voice. Lit belly 
3 “For You had cast me into the 
deep, 
Into the heart of the seas, 
And the current engulfed me. 
All Your breakers and billows 
passed over me. Ps 42:7 
4 “So I said, ‘I have been 
expelled from Your sight. 
Nevertheless I will look again 
toward Your holy temple,’ 
5 “RWater encompassed me to 
the ‘point of death. 
The great 8deep engulfed me, 
Weeds were wrapped around 
my head. 1a 3:54 « Lit soul * Ps 69:1, 2 
6 “I kdescended to the roots of 
the mountains. 
The earth with its bars was 
around me forever, 
But You have brought up my 
life from the pit, O Lorp my 
od. Ps 18:5; 116:3 
7 “While I was ®fainting away, 
I remembered the Lorp, 
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And my prayer came to You, 
Into Your holy temple. __Ps 142:3 
8 “Those who regard vain idols 
Forsake their faithfulness, 
9 But I will sacrifice to You 
With the voice of 
thanksgiving. 
That which I have vowed I will 
pay. 
Salvation is from the Lorpb.” 
10 Then the Lorp commanded the 
Rfish, and it vomited Jonah up onto 
the dry land. Jon 1:17 


Nineveh Repents 
Now the word of the Lorp came to 
Jonah the second time, saying, 

2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great 
city and proclaim to it the proclama- 
tion which I am going to tell you.” 

3 So Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh according to the word of the 
Lorp. Now Nineveh was fan &ex- 
ceedingly great city, a three days’ 
walk. Jon 1:2; 4:11 

4 Then Jonah began to go 
through the city one day’s walk; and 
he cried out and said, “Yet forty days 
and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

5 Then the people of Nineveh be- 
lieved in God; and they called a 8fast 
and put on sackcloth from the great- 
est to the least of them. _ Da93; Joel 1:14 

6 When the word reached the 
king of Nineveh, he arose from his 
throne, laid aside his robe from him, 
Recovered himself with sackcloth and 
sat on the ashes. Es 4:1:4; Je 6:26: Eze 27:30, 31 

7 He issued a ®proclamation and 
it said, “In Nineveh by the decree of 
the king and his nobles: Do not let 
man, beast, herd, or flock taste a 
thing. Do not let them eat or drink 
water. 2 Ch 20:3; Ez 8:21; Jon 3:5 

8 “But both man and beast must 
be covered with sackcloth; and let 
men ®call on God earnestly that each 
may ®turn from his wicked way and 
from the violence which is in his 
hands. Ps 130:1; Jon 1:6, 14 ¢ Is 1:16-19: 55:6, 7: Je 18:11 

9 “Who knows, God may turn 
and relent and withdraw His burning 
anger so that we will not perish.” 

10 When God saw their deeds, 
that they ®turned from their wicked 
way, then God relented concerning 


3:3 Lit a great city to God 
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the calamity which He had declared 
He would bring upon them. And He 
did not do it. 1 Ki 21:27-29: Je 31:18 


Jonah’s Displeasure Rebuked 
But it greatly displeased Jonah and 
he became angry. 

2 He prayed to the Lorp and 
said, “Please Lorb, was not this what 
I said while I was still in my own 
country? Therefore in order to fore- 
stall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew 
that You are a gracious and compas- 
sionate God, slow to anger and abun- 
dant in lovingkindness, and one who 
relents concerning calamity. Je 20:7 

3 “Therefore now, O Lorp, please 
Rtake my life from me, for death is 
better to me than life.” 1 Ki 19:4; Job 6:8, 9 

4 The Lorp said, “Do you have 
good reason to be angry?” 

5 Then Jonah went out from the 
city and sat east of it. There he made 
a shelter for himself and sat under it 
in the shade until he could see what 
would happen in the city. 1 Ki 19:9, 13 

6 So the Lorp God appointed a 
plant and it grew up over Jonah to be 
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a Shade over his head to deliver him 
from his discomfort. And Jonah was 
extremely happy about the plant. 

7 But God appointed a worm 
when dawn came the next day and it 
attacked the plant and it withered. 

8 When the sun came up God ap- 
pointed a scorching east wind, and 
the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so 
that he became faint and begged with 
all his soul to die, saying, “Death is 
better to me than life.” 

9 Then God said to Jonah, “Do 
you have good reason to be angry 
about the plant?” And he said, “I have 
good reason to be angry, even to 
death.” 

10 Then the Lorp said, “You had 
compassion on the plant for which 
you did not work and which you did 
not cause to grow, which came up 
overnight and perished overnight. 

11 “Should I not have compassion 
on Nineveh, the great city in which 
there are more than 120,000 persons 
who do not know the difference be- 
tween their right and left hand, as 
well as many animals?” 


MICAH 


Author: Micah was from Moresheth- 
gath (1:14) which was located 
about 25 miles southwest of 
Jerusalem, near Gath. Al- 
though Micah was not as polit- 
ically aware as Isaiah or Daniel, 
he showed a profound concern 
for the suffering of the people 
and had a clear sense of his 
prophetic calling. A contempo- 
rary of Isaiah and Hosea, 
Micah may have been a farmer 
turned prophet like Amos. 


Time: c. 735-710 B.c. 
Key Verse: Mi 6:8 


Destruction in Israel and Judah 
The word of the Lorp which came 
to Micah of Moresheth in the days 

of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings 

of Judah, which he saw concerning 

Samaria and Jerusalem. 

2 Hear, O peoples, all of you; 

RListen, O earth and all it 
contains, 

And let the Lord Gop be a 
Rwitness against you, 

The Lord from His holy 
temple. Je 6:19; 22:29 « Is 50:7 

For behold, the Lorp is 
Rcoming forth from His 
place. 

He will come down and &tread 
on the high places of the 
Tearth. Is 26:21 © Am 4:13 ¢ Or land 

4 The mountains will melt 

under Him 

And the valleys will be split, 

Like wax before the fire, 

Like water poured down a 
steep place. Ps 97:5; Is 64:1, 2: Na 1:5 

5 All this is for the rebellion of 

Jacob 

And for the sins of the house 
of Israel. 

What is the ®rebellion of 
Jacob? 


Theme: Micah was from a town in the 


southwestern Judah. His mes- 
sage was directed at both cap- 
ital cities, Samaria and 
Jerusalem. He was probably 
around when the Assyrians de- 
stroyed Samaria in 722 B.c., 
and may have even lived 
through the siege of Jerusalem 
by Assyria. Micah’s message 
comes out of unique visions 
from God. In effect he saw 
things that others couldn't, 
such as the prophecy of Beth- 
lehem as the birthplace of 
Christ. 


Is it not Samaria? 

What is the high place of 
Judah? 

Is it not Jerusalem? Je 2:19 

For I will make Samaria a 
Rheap of ruins in the open 
country, 

Planting places for a vineyard. 

I will pour her stones down 
into the valley 

And will lay bare her 
foundations. 2 Ki 19:25; Mi 3:12 

All of her idols will be 
smashed, 

All of her earnings will be 
burned with fire 

And all of her images I will 
make desolate, 

For she collected them from a 
harlot’s earnings, 

And to the earnings of a 
harlot they will return. 


Because of this I must lament 
and wail, 

I must go ®barefoot and 
naked; 

I must make a lament like the 
Riackals 
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And a mourning like the 
ostriches. Is 32:11 © Is 13:21, 22 
9 For her wound is incurable, 
For it has come to Judah; 
It has reached the gate of my 
people, 
Even to Jerusalem. Mi 1:12 
(10 -8Tell it not in Gath, 
Weep not at all. 
At FBeth-le-aphrah roll 
yourself in the dust. 2sa 1:20 
11 Go on your way, inhabitant of 
FShaphir, in shameful 
nakedness. 
| The inhabitant of ¥"Zaanan 
does not escape: 
The lamentation of 'Beth-ezel: 
FE: “He will take from you its 
support.” Eze 23:29 © Jos 15:37 
12 For the inhabitant of "Maroth 
Becomes weak waiting for 
good, 
Because a calamity has come 
down from the Lorp 
To the ®gate of Jerusalem. mi1.9 
13 Harness the chariot to the 
team of horses, 
O inhabitant of Lachish— 
She was the beginning of sin 
To the daughter of Zion— 
Because in you were found 
The rebellious acts of Israel. 
14 Therefore you will give 
parting ®gifts 
On behalf of Moresheth-gath; 
The houses of Achzib will 
become a deception 
To the kings of Israel. —2ki16:8 
15 Moreover, I will bring on you 
The one who takes 
possession, 
O inhabitant of *"Mareshah. 
The glory of Israel will enter 
Adullam Jos 15:44 
16 Make iicelt Rpald and cut 
off your hair, 
Because of the children of 
your delight; 
Extend your baldness like the 
eagle, ; 
For they will 8go from you into 
exile. — Is 22:12 © 2 Ki 17:6; Am 7:11, 17 


Woe to Oppressors 
Woe to those who scheme 


MICAH 2:8 


eitba abiieiaw comes, they 
oO it, 
For it is in the power of their 
Ps 36:4; Is 32:7; Na 1:11 


hands. 
2 They covet fields and then 


seize them, » 
And houses, and take them 
away. 
They rob a man and his house, 
Aman and his inheritance. 


3 Therefore thus says the Lorp, 


“Behold, I am planning against 
this family a calamity 
From which you cannot 
remove your necks; 
And you will not walk 
haughtily, 
For it will be an "evil 


time. Am5:13 
4 “On that day they will ®take up 


against you a taunt 

And utter a bitter lamentation 
and say, 

“We are completely destroyed! 

He exchanges the portion of 
my people; 

How He removes it from me! 

To the apostate He apportions 
our fields, Hab 2:6 


5 “Therefore you will have no one 


Tstretching a measuring line 
For you by lot in the assembly 
of the Lorb. Lit casting 


6 ‘8Do not speak out,’ so they 


speak out. 

But if they do not speak out 
concerning these things, 
Reproaches will not be turned 

back. Is 30:10; Am 2:12; 7:16 
les Dey being said, O house of 
aco 
‘Is the Lae of the Lorp 
Rimpatient? 
Are these His doings?’ 
Do not My words do good 
To the one ®walking 
uprightly? ts 50:2; 59:1 « Ps 15:2; 84:11 


8 “Recently My people have 


arisen as an enemy— 
You strip the robe off the 
garment 
From unsuspecting passers-by, 
From those returned from war. 


iniquity, 1:10 Le. house of dust 1:11 Ie. pleasantness 
Who work out evil on their 1:11 Le. going out 1:11 Le. house of removal 
beds! 1:12 Le. bitterness 1:15 I.e. possession 


MICAH 2:9 


9 “The women of My people you 
Revict, 

Each one from her pleasant 
house. 

From her children you take 
My splendor forever. — Je 10:20 

10 “Arise and go, 

For this is no place 8of rest 

Because of the uncleanness 
that brings on destruction, 

A painful destruction. De 12:9 

11 “If a man walking after wind 
and ®falsehood 

Had told lies and said, 

‘T will speak out to you 
concerning ®wine and 
liquor, 

He would be spokesman to 
this people. Je 5:31 « Is 28:7 


12 “I will surely assemble all of 
you, Jacob, 
I will surely gather the 
remnant of Israel. 
I will put them together like 
sheep in the fold; 
Like a flock in the midst of its 
pasture 
They will be noisy with men. 
13 “The breaker goes up before 
them; 
They break out, pass through 
the gate and go out by it. 
So their king goes on before 


em, 
And the Lorp at their head.” 


Rulers Denounced 
3 And I said, 
“RHear now, heads of Jacob 
And rulers of the house of 
Israel. 
Is it not for you to know 
JUSTICE? Is 1:10; Mi 3:9 © Ps 82:1-5: Je 5:5 
2 “You who hate good and love 


evil, 
Who tear off their skin from 


em 
And their flesh from their 
bones, Ps 53:4; Eze 22:27; Mi 2:8: 7:2, 3 
3 Who eat the flesh of my 
people, 
Strip off their skin from them, 
Break their bones 
And ment them up as for the 
po 
And as meat in a kettle.” 
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4 Then they will cry out to the 
Lorp, 
But He will not answer them. 
Instead, He will hide His face 
from them at that time 
Because they have ®practiced 
evil deeds. Is 3:11; Mi 7:13 
5 Thus says the Lorp concerning 
the prophets who lead my people 
astray; 
When they have something to 
bite with their teeth, 
They &cry, “Peace,” 
But against him who puts 
nothing in their mouths 
They declare holy war. Je 6:14 
6 Therefore it will be 8night for 
you—without vision, 
And darkness for you— 
without divination. 
The sun will go down on the 
prophets, 
And the day will become dark 
over them. Is 8:20-22; 29:10-12 
7 The seers will be 8ashamed 
And the 8diviners will be 
embarrassed. 
Indeed, they will all cover 
their mouths 
Because there is no answer 
from God. Ze 13:4 « Is 44:25; 47:12-14 
8 On the other hand I am filled 
with power— 
With the Spirit of the Lorp— 
And with justice and courage 
To make known to Jacob his 
rebellious act, 
Even to Israel his sin. Is 58:1 
9 Now hear this, heads of the 
house of Jacob 
And rulers of the house of 
Israel, 
Who abhor justice 
And twist everything that is 


straight, Mi 1:1 © Ps 58:1, 2; Is 1:23 
10 Who &build Zion with 
bloodshed 


And Jerusalem with violent 

injustice. Je 22:13, 17; Hab 2:12 
11 Her leaders pronounce 

Xjudgment for a bribe, 

Her ®priests instruct for a 
price 

And her prophets divine for 
money. 

Yet they lean on the Lorp 
saying, 

“RTs not the Lorp in our midst? 
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Calamity will not come upon 
Usa Is 1:23; Mi 7:3 © Je 6:13 © Is 48:2 
12 Therefore, on account of you 
RZion will be plowed as a 
field, 
Jerusalem will become a heap 
of ruins, 
And the mountain of the 
temple will become high 
places of a forest. Je 26:18 * Mi 4:1 


Peaceful Latter Days 
And it will come about in the 
Rlast days 
That the mountain of the 
house of the Lorp 
Will be established as the 
chief of the mountains. 
It will be raised above the 
hills, 
And the peoples will stream to 
it. Is 2:2-4; Da 2:28; 10:14; Ho 3:5 
2 Many nations will come and 


Say, 
“Come and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lorp 
And to the house of the God of 
Jacob, 
| That He may teach us about 
His ways 
And that we may walk in His 
paths.” 
By from Zion will go forth the 
aw, 
Even the word of the Lorp 
from Jerusalem. = Ze 2:11; 14:16 
3 And He will §judge between 
many peoples 
And render decisions for 
mighty, distant nations. 
Then they will hammer their 
swords into plowshares 
And their spears into pruning 
hooks; 
Nation will not lift up sword 
against nation, 
And never again will they 
train for war. Is 2:4; 11:3-5 
4 Each of them will sit under his 


vine 
And under his fig tree, 
With no one to make them 
afraid, 
For the Rmouth of the Lorp of 
hosts has spoken. 1s 1:20; 40:5 
5 Though all the peoples walk 
Each in the name of his god, 
As for us, we will walk 


MICAH 4:13 


In the name of the Lorp our 
God forever and ever. 2 ki 17:29 


6 “In that day,” declares the 


ORD, 
“T will assemble the lame 
And gather the outcasts, 
Even those whom I have 
afflicted. ps 147:2; Eze 34:13, 16: 37:21 
7 “I will make the lame a 
remnant 
And the outcasts a strong 
nation, 
And the Lorp will reign over 
them in Mount Zion 
From now on and forever. 

8 “As for you, tower of the flock, 
Hill of the daughter of Zion, 
To you it will come— 

Even the former dominion 
will come, 

The kingdom of the daughter 
of Jerusalem. Is 1:26; Ze 9:10 


9 “Now, why do you cry out 
loudly? 
Is there no king among you, 
Or has your counselor 
perished, 
That agony has gripped you 
like a woman in childbirth? 
10 “8Writhe and labor to give 
birth, 
Daughter of Zion, 
Like a woman in childbirth; 
For now you will ®go out of 
the city, 
Dwell in the field, 
And go to Babylon. 
There you will be rescued; 
There the Lorp will redeem 


you 
From the hand of your 
enemies. Mi5:3 «2 Ki 20:18; Ho 2:14 
11 “And now ®many nations have 
been assembled against you 
Who say, ‘Let her be polluted, 
And let our eyes 'gloat over 
Zion.’ 1s 5:25-30; 17:12-14 © Lit look on 
12 “But they do not know the 
thoughts of the Lorp, 
And they do not understand 
His purpose; 
For He has gathered them like 
sheaves to the threshing 
floor. Ps 147:19, 20 
13 ie st ani Rthresh, daughter of 
ion 
For your horn I will make iron 
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And your hoofs I will make 
bronze, 

That you may pulverize many 
peoples, 

That you may ®devote to the 
Lorp their unjust gain 

And their wealth to the Lord 
of allthe earth. — 1s.41:15 « Is 60:9 


Birth of the King in Bethlehem 
5 “Now muster yourselves in 
troops, daughter of troops; 
They have laid siege against 


us; 
With a rod they will smite the 
judge of Israel on the cheek. 
“But as for you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, 
Too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, 
From you One will go forth for 
Me to be ruler in Israel. 
His goings forth are from long 


¥? 


ago, 
From the days of eternity.” 
3 Therefore He will 8give them 
up until the time 
When she ®who is in labor has 
borne a child. 
Then the remainder of His 
brethren 
Will return to the sons of 
Israel. Ho 11:8; Mi 4:10; 7:13 « Mi 4:9, 10 
4 And He will arise and 
shepherd His flock 
In the strength of the Lorp, 
In the majesty of the name of 
the Lorp His God. 
And they will remain, 
Because ‘at that time He will 
be great 
To the ends of the earth. Lit now 
5 This One will be our peace. 


When the Assyrian invades 
our land, 

When he tramples on our 
Tcitadels, 

Then we will raise against him 

Seven shepherds and eight 
leaders of men. Or palaces 

6 They will §shepherd the land 

of Assyria with the sword, 

The land of Nimrod at its 
entrances; 

And He will deliver us from 
the Assyrian 

When he attacks our land 
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And when he tramples our 
territory. Na 2:11-13; Zep 2:13 


7 Then the remnant of Jacob 
Will be among many peoples 
Like dew from the Lorp, 
Like showers on vegetation 
Which do not wait for man 
Or delay for the sons of men. 
8 The remnant of Jacob 
Will be among the nations, 
Among many peoples 
Like a lion among the beasts 
of the forest, 

Like a young lion among 
flocks of sheep, 

Which, if he passes through, 

Tramples down and tears, 

And there is none to rescue. 

9 Your hand will be ®lifted up 

against your adversaries, 

And all your enemies will be 
cut off. Ps 10:12; 21:8; Is 26:11 


10 “It will be in that day,” declares 
the Lorp, 
“That I will cut off your horses 
from among you 
And destroy your chariots. 
11 “I will also cut off the 8cities of 
your land 
And tear down all your 
fortifications. Is 1:7: 6:11 
12 “I will cut off sorceries from 
your hand, 
And you will have fortune- 
tellers no more. 
13 “I will cut off your carved 
images 
And your sacred pillars from 
among you, 
So that you will no longer bow 
down 
To the work of your hands. 
14 “I will root out your Asherim 
from among you 
And destroy your cities. 
15 “And I will execute vengeance 
in anger and wrath 
On the nations which have not 
obeyed.” Is 1:24; 65:12 


God’s Indictment of His People 
6 Hear now what the Lorp is 
saying, 
“Arise, plead your case "before 
the mountains, 


45:2-Ma 2:6 45:3-Lk 1:26-35 
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And let the hills hear your 
voice. Lit with 
2 “Listen, you mountains, to the 
indictment of the Lorp, 
And you enduring 
Rfoundations of the earth, 
Because the Lorp has a case 
against His people; 
Even with Israel He will 
dispute. 2 Sa 22:16; Ps 104:5 
3 “RMy people, what have I done 
to you, 
And how have I wearied you? 
Answer Me. Ps 50:7 @ Je 2:5 
4 “Indeed, I brought you up from 
the land of Egypt 
And 8ransomed you from the 
house of slavery, 
And I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron and Miriam. De 7:8 
5 “My people, remember now 
What ®Balak king of Moab 
counseled 
And what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, 
And from &Shittim to Gilgal, 
So that you might know the 
righteous acts of the 
LORD.” Nu 22:5,6 © Nu 25:1; Jos 2:1; 3:1 


What God Requires of Man 
6 RWith what shall I come to the 
LorRD 
And bow myself before the 
God on high? 
Shall I come to Him with 
burnt offerings, 
With yearling calves? Ps 40:6-8 
7 Does the Lorp take delight in 
Rthousands of rams, 
In ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I present my firstborn 
for my rebellious acts, 
The fruit of my body for the 
sin of my Soul? Ps 50:9; Is 1:1; 40:16 
8 He has ®told you, O man, what 
is good; 
And ®what does the Lorp 
require of you 
But to do justice, to Xlove 
kindness, 
And to walk humbly with your 
God? De 30:15 * De 10:12 * Ho 6:6 


9 The voice of the Lorp will call 
to the city— 
And it is sound wisdom to fear 
Your name: 
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“Hear, O tribe. Who has 
appointed ‘its time? 
10 “Is there yet a man in the 
wicked house, 
Along with treasures of 
Rwickedness 
And a short measure that is 
cursed? Je 5:26, 27; Am 3:10 
11 “Can I justify wicked scales 
And a bag of deceptive 
weights? Le 19:36; Ho 12:7 
12 “For the rich men of the "city 
are full of violence, 
Her residents speak lies, 
And their ®tongue is deceitful 
in their mouth. Lit her ¢ Is 3:8 
13 “So also I will make you ®sick, 
striking you down, 
®Desolating you because of 
your SInNs. Mi 1:9 Is 1:7; 6:11 
14 “You will eat, but you will not 
be satisfied, 
And your Fvileness will be in 
your midst. 
You will try to remove for 
safekeeping, 
But you will not preserve 
anything, 
And what you do preserve I 
will give to the sword. _ 1s9:20 
15 “You will sow but you will not 


Lit it 


reap. 

You will tread the olive but 
will not anoint yourself 
with oil; 

And the grapes, but you will 
Rnot drink wine. Am 5:11; Zep 1:13 

16 “The statutes of Omri 

And all the works of the house 
of Ahab are observed; 

And in their devices you walk. 

Therefore I will give you up 
for destruction 

And your inhabitants for 
derision, 

And you will bear the 
reproach of My people.” 


The Prophet Acknowledges 

Woe is me! For lam 

Like the fruit pickers, like the 
Rerape gatherers. 

There is not a cluster of 
grapes to eat, 

Or a ®first-ripe fig which I 
crave. Is 24:13 © Is 28:4; Ho 9:10 


Y% 6:8 6:14 Or possibly garbage or excreta 
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2 The godly person has 
Rperished from the land, 
And there is no upright person 
among men. 
All of them lie in wait for 
Rbloodshed; 
Each of them hunts the other 
with a net. — 1s57:1 ¢ Is 59:7; Mi 3:10 
3 Concerning evil, both hands 
do it well. 
The prince asks, also the 
judge, for a bribe, 
And a great man speaks the 
desire of his soul; 
So they weave it together. 
4 The best of them is like a 
Rpriar, 
The most upright like a 8thorn 
hedge. 
The day when you post your 
watchmen, 
Your punishment will come. 
Then their 8confusion will 
OCCUY. Eze 2:6; 28:24 ¢ Na 1:10 ¢ Is 22:5 
5 Do not 8trust in a neighbor; 
Do not have confidence in a 
friend. 
From her who lies in your 
bosom 
Guard your lips. 
6 For son treats father 
contemptuously, 
Daughter rises up against her 
mother, 
Daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; 
RA man’s enemies are the men 
of his own household. ma 10:36 


Je 9:4 


God Is the Source of Salvation 
and Light 


7 But as for me, I will }watch 
expectantly for the Lorn; 
I will wait for the God of my 
salvation. 


My God will hear me. Hab 2:1 


ize 8 Do not rejoice over me, O 


my enemy. 

Though I fall I will rise; 

Though I dwell in darkness, 
the Lorp is a light for me. 


9 I will bear the indignation of 
the Lorp 
Because I have sinned against 


im, 
Until He ®pleads my case and 
executes justice for me. 
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He will bring me out to the 


light, 
And I will see His 
righteousness. 
10 Then my enemy will see, 
And shame will cover her who 
Rgaid to me, 
“Where is the Lorp your 
God?” 
My eyes will look on her; 
At that time she will be 
trampled down 
Like mire of the streets. Joel 2:17 
11 It will be a day for building 
your walls. 
On that day will your 
boundary be extended. 
12 It will be a day when "they 
will come to you 
From Assyria and the cities of 
Egypt, 
From Egypt even to the 
Euphrates, 
Even from sea to sea and 
mountain to mountain. 
13. And the earth will become 
Rdesolate because of her 


Je 50:34 


Lit he 


inhabitants, 
On account of the fruit of their 
deeds. Je 25:11; Mi 6:13 


14 Shepherd Your people with 
Your scepter, 
The flock of Your possession 
Which dwells by itself in the 
woodland, 
In the midst of a fruitful field. 
Let them feed in 8Bashan and 
Gilead 
As in the days of old. Je 50:19 
15 “As in the days when you came 
out from the land of Egypt, 
I will show you miracles.” 
16 Nations will see and be 
ashamed 
Of all their might. 
They will put their hand on 
their mouth, 
Their ears will be deaf. — 15 26:11 
17 They will ®lick the dust like a 
serpent, 
Like ®reptiles of the earth. 
They will come ®trembling out 
of their fortresses; 
To the Lorp our God they will 
come in dread 


7:8 
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And they will be afraid before 
You. Ps 72:9; Is 49:23 ¢ De 32:24 @ Ps 18:45 
18 Who is a God like You, who 
pardons iniquity 
And passes over the rebellious 
act of the remnant of His 
possession? 
He does not retain His anger 
forever, 
Because He 8delights in 
unchanging love. Je 32:41 
19 He will again have 
compassion on us; 


20 


MICAH 7:20 


He will tread our iniquities 
under foot. 

Yes, You will cast all their sins 

Into the depths of the sea. 

You will give truth to Jacob 

And unchanging love to 
Abraham, 

Which You ®swore to our 
forefathers 

From the days of old. _De7:8, 12 


Author: 


Time: 
Key Ve 


NAHUM 


The only mention of Nahum in 
the Old Testament is found in 
1:1 where he is called an 
Elkoshite. Scholars have been 
unable to determine the exact 
location of Elkosh and numer- 
ous theories exist, but due to 
his interest in the triumph of 
Judah (1:15; 2:2), some be- 
lieve Nahum to be a prophet 
of the Southern Kingdom. 


c. 660 B.c. 
rse: Na 1:7-8 


God Is Awesome 
The foracle of "Nineveh. The book 


of 


Elkoshite. 


2 


the vision of Nahum the 

2 Ki 19:36; Jon 1:2; Na 2:8; Zep 2:13 

A §jealous and avenging God 
is the Lorp; 

The Lorp is avenging and 
wrathful. 

The Lorp takes ®vengeance 
on His adversaries, 

And He reserves wrath for His 
enemies. — Ex 20:5; Jos 24:19 « Ps 94:1 

The Lorp is slow to anger and 
great in power, 

And the Lorp will by no 
means leave the guilty 
unpunished. 

In whirlwind and storm is His 


way, 
And ®clouds are the dust 
beneath His feet. Ps 104:3: ts 19:1 
He rebukes the sea and makes 
it dry; 
He dries up all the rivers. 
Bashan and Carmel wither; 
The blossoms of Lebanon 
wither. Is 33:9 
Mountains quake because of 


im 

And the hills ®dissolve; 

Indeed the earth is upheaved 
by His presence, 

The ®world and all the 
inhabitants in it. Mi1:4¢ ps 98-7 


Theme: 


Nahum is unique in that it is a 
prophecy. addressed com- 
pletely to a nation other than 
Israel: Assyria and its capital 
Nineveh. While Nineveh may 
be: powerful, her day of de- 
struction is coming. Nineveh 
is not invincible. The message 
is that God’s standards apply 
to all nations, not just Israel 
and Judah. They need to be 
prepared to live by those stan- 
dards or face judgment. 


6 RWho can stand before His 


Cae 


10 


1] 


1:1 Or burden 


indignation? 

Who can endure the ®burning 
of His anger? 

me wrath is poured out like 
ire 

ung the rocks are broken up 

y Him. Je 10:10; Mal 3:2 « Is 13:13 

Tht Lorp is good, 

A stronghold in the day of 
trouble, 

And He knows those who take 
refuge in Him. 

But with an ®overflowing 
flood 

He will make a complete end 
of its site, 

And will pursue His enemies 
into darkness. 1s 28:2, 17%, Am 8:8 


Whatever you devise against 
the Lorp, 

He Lie make a complete end 
of i 

Distress will not rise up twice. 

Like tangled 8thorns, 

And like those who are 
drunken with their drink, 

They are consumed 

As stubble completely 
withered. 2 Sa 23:6: Mi 7:4 

From you has gone forth 


eG) 
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One who plotted evil against 
the Lorp, 
A 8wicked counselor. 
12 Thus says the Lorp, 
“Though they are at full 
strength and likewise 
many, 
Even so, they will be cut off 
and pass away. 
Though I have afflicted you, 
I will afflict you no longer. 
13 “So now, I will Sbreak his yoke 
bar from upon you, 
And I will tear off your 
shackles.” Is 9:4; 10:27; Je 2:20 


14 The Lorp has issued a 
command concerning 
you: 

“Your name will no longer be 
perpetuated. 
I will cut off idol and image 
From the house of your gods. 
I will prepare your grave, 
For you are contemptible.” 


15 Behold, on the mountains the 
feet of him who brings good 
news, 

Who announces peace! 

Celebrate your feasts, O 
Judah; 

Pay your vows. 

For never again will the 
wicked one pass through 
you; 

He is ®cut off completely. 1s 29:7,8 


Eze 11:2 


The Overthrow of Nineveh 


The one who scatters has 
come up against you. 
Man the fortress, watch the 


road; 

Strengthen your back, 
summon all your strength. 

2 For the Lorp will restore the 

Rgplendor of Jacob 

RL ike the splendor of Israel, 

Even though devastators have 
devastated them 

And destroyed their vine 
branches. Is 60:15 # Eze 37:21-23 


3 The shields of his mighty men 
are colored red, 
The warriors are dressed in 
Rscarlet, 
The chariots are enveloped in 
flashing steel 


NAHUM 2:12 


When he is prepared to 
march, 

And the cypress ®spears are 
brandished. £ze 23:14, 15 « Job 39:23 

4 The chariots race madly in the 
streets, 

They rush wildly in the 
Tgquares, 

Their appearance is like 
torches, 

They dash to and fro like 
lightning flashes. Lit broad places 

5. He remembers his nobles; 

They stumble in their 
march, 

They hurry to her wall, 

And the mantelet is set up. 

6 The gates of the rivers are 
opened 

And the palace is dissolved. 

7 It is fixed: 

She is stripped, she is carried 
away, 

And her handmaids are 
moaning like the sound of 
doves, 

Beating on their breasts. 


8 Though Nineveh was like a 
pool of water throughout 
her days, 

Now they are fleeing; 
“Stop, stop,” 
But no one turns back. 
9 Plunder the silver! 
Plunder the ¥gold! 
For there is no limit to the 
treasure— 
Wealth from every kind of 
desirable object. Re 18:12, 16 
10 She is 8emptied! Yes, she is 
desolate and waste! 
Hearts are melting and knees 
knocking! 
Also anguish is in the whole 


body 
And all their faces are grown 
pale! 1s 24:1; 34:10-13; Na 2:2 * Joel 2:6 
11 Where is the den of the lions 
And the feeding place of the 
young lions, 
Where the lion, lioness and 
lion’s cub prowled, 
With nothing to disturb them? 
12 The lion tore enough for his 


cubs, 
Killed enough for his 
lionesses, 
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And filled his lairs with prey 
And his dens with torn flesh. 


13 “Behold, 81 am against you,” de- 


clares the Lorp of hosts. “I will burn 
up her chariots in smoke, a sword will 
devour your young lions; I will cut off 
your prey from the land, and no 
longer will the voice of your messen- 


gers be heard.” 


Je 21:13; Eze 5:8; Na 3:5 


Nineveh’s Complete Ruin 


3 


RWoe to the bloody city, 
completely full of lies and 
pillage; 

Her prey never departs. Eze 24:6, 9 


2 The noise of the whip, 


The noise of the rattling of the 
wheel, 

Galloping horses 

And bounding chariots! 


3 Horsemen charging, 


Swords flashing, 8spears 
gleaming, 

RMany slain, a mass of 
corpses, 

And countless dead bodies— 

They stumble over the dead 
bodies! Hab 3:11 « Is 34:3; 66:16 


4 All because of the many 


harlotries of the harlot, 
The charming one, the 
mistress of sorceries, 
Who sells nations by her 
harlotries 
And families by her sorceries. 
“Behold, 8] am against you,” 
declares the Lorp of hosts; 
“And I will lift up your skirts 
over your face, 
And show to the nations your 
nakedness 
And to the kingdoms your 
disgrace. Je 50:31; Eze 26:3; Na 2:13 
“T will 8throw filth on you 
And make you vile, 
And set you up asa 
Rspectacle. Job 9:31 « Is 14:16: Je 51:37 
“And it will come about that all 
who see you 
Will shrink from you and say, 
‘Nineveh is devastated! 
RWho will grieve for her?’ 
Where will I seek comforters 
for you?” Lit flee * Is 51:19: Je 15:5 


8 Are you better than FRNo- 


amon, 
Which was situated by the 
Rwaters of the Nile, 
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10 


1] 


Ly. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


i 


With water surrounding her, 

Whose rampart was the sea, 

Whose wall consisted of the 
Sea? Je 46:25; Eze 30:14-16 « Is 19:6-8 

Ethiopia was her might, 

And Egypt too, without limits. 

Put and SLubim were among 
her helpers: 2. Ch 12:3; 16:8 

Yet she ®became an exile, 

She went into captivity; 

Also her small children were 
dashed to pieces 

At the head of every street; 

They cast lots for her 
honorable men, 

And all her great men were 
bound with fetters. 1s 19:4; 20:4 

You too will become drunk, 

You will be hidden. 

You too will search for a 
refuge from the enemy. 

All your fortifications are "fig 
trees with ripe fruit— 

When shaken, they fall into 
the eater’s mouth. Re 6:13 « Is 28:4 

Behold, your people are 
women in your midst! 

The gates of your land are 
opened wide to your 
enemies; 

Fire consumes your gate bars. 

Draw for yourself water for 
the siege! 

Strengthen your fortifications! 

Go into the clay and tread the 
mortar! 

Take hold of the brick mold! 

There fire will consume you, 

The sword will cut you down; 

It will Sconsume you as the 
locust does. 

Multiply yourself like the 
creeping locust, 

Multiply yourself like the 
swarming locust. 

You have increased your 
Xtraders more than the stars 
of heaven— 

The creeping locust strips and 
flies away. Is 23:8 

Your §guardsmen are like the 
swarming locust. 

Your ®marshals are like 
hordes of grasshoppers 

Settling in the stone walls on 
a cold day. 


Joel 1:4 


3:8 Le. the city of Amon: Thebes 
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The sun rises and they flee, 
And the place where they are 


is not Known. 


Re 9:7 © Je 51:27 


18 Your shepherds are sleeping, 
O ®king of Assyria; 

Your 8nobles are lying down. 

Your people are scattered on 


the mountains 


And there is no one to 


regather them. 


Je 50:18 ¢ Na 2:5 
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19 There is no relief for your 

breakdown, 

Your ®wound is incurable. 

All who hear about you 

Will clap their hands over 
you, 

For on whom has not your evil 
passed continually? Je 30:12 


Author: 


Time: 


HABAKKUK 


In both the introduction to the 
book (1:1) and the closing 
psalm (3:1) the author identi- 
fies himself as Habakkuk the 
prophet. It is believed that he 
might have been a priest as 
he mentions in the closing 
psalm “For the choir director, 
on my stringed instruments” 
(3:19). Also, in the apoc- 
ryphal book of Bel and the 
Dragon, Daniel is rescued a 
second time by the prophet 
Habakkuk. 


Cc. 607 B.c. 


Key Verse: Hab 2:4 


Chaldeans Used to Punish Judah 
The F8oracle which Habakkuk the 


prophet saw. 


Is 13:1; Na 1:1 


2 How long, O Lorp, will I call 


for help, 


And You will not hear? 
I cry out to You, “Violence!” 


Yet You do ®not save. 


Je 14:9 


3 Why do You make me &see 


iniquity, 


And cause me to look on 


wickedness? 


Yes, §destruction and violence 


are before me; 


Strife exists and contention 


arises. 


Ps 55:9-11; Je 20:18 © Je 20:8 


4 Therefore the law is 


ignored 


And justice is never upheld. 
For the wicked ®surround the 


righteous; 


Therefore justice comes out 


perverted. 


Ps 22:12; Is 1:21-23 


5 “RLook among the nations! 


Observe! 


Be astonished! Wonder! 
Because I am doing something 


in your days— 


You would not believe if you 


were told. 


Ac 13:41 ¢ Is 29:9 « Lit it 


Theme: 


This whole book of Habakkuk 
is really devoted to the ques- 
tion of “Lord, if you are all 
powerful, why is evil allowed to 
exist?” The events that seem 
to be precipitating this ques- 
tion are the victories of Baby- 
lon. God was using Babylon, a 
completely godless nation, to 
punish Israel, God’s own peo- 
ple. The answers God gives us 
to this question in Habakkuk 
solidly point us in one direc- 
tion, but ultimately the an- 
swers are in faith in Him 
alone. 


6 “For behold, I am raising up the 


Chaldeans, 


That fierce and impetuous 


people 


Who march throughout the 


earth 


To ®seize dwelling places 


which are not theirs. 


Je 8:10 


7 “They are dreaded and feared; 
Their justice and authority 


originate with themselves. 


8 “Their horses are swifter than 


leopards 


And keener than wolves in the 


evening. 


Their horsemen come 


galloping, 


Their horsemen come from 


afar; 
They fly like an eagle 


swooping down to devour. 


9 “All of them come for violence. 
Their horde of 8faces moves 


forward. 


They collect captives like 


sand. 
10 “They ®mock at kings 


2 Ki 12:17; Da 11:17 


And rulers are a laughing 


1:1 Or burden 


matter to them. 
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They laugh at every fortress 
And heap up rubble to capture 
it. 2.Ch 36:6, 10; Is 37:13 
11 “Then they will sweep through 
like the wind and pass on. 
But they will be held Reuilty, 
They whose strength is their 
god.” Je 4:11, 12 © Je 2:3 


12 Are You not from everlasting, 
O Lorp, my God, my Holy 
One? 
We will not die. 
You, O Lorp, have appointed 
them to judge; 
And You, O Rock, have 
established them to correct. 
13 Your eyes are too ®pure to 
approve evil, 
And You can not look on 
wickedness with favor. 
Why do You 8look with favor 
On those who deal 
treacherously? 
Why are You silent when the 
wicked swallow up 
Those more righteous than 
they? Ps 11:4-6; 34:15, 16 ¢ Je 12:1,2 
14. Why have You made men like 
the fish of the sea, 
Like creeping things without a 
ruler over them? 
15 The Chaldeans ®bring all of 
them up with a hook, 
RDrag them away with their 


net, 
And gather them together in 
their fishing net. 
Therefore they rejoice and are 
glad. Je 16:16; Am 4:2 © Ps 10:9 
16 Therefore they offer a 
sacrifice to their net 
And burn incense to their 
fishing net; 
Because through these things 
their catch is large, 
And their food is plentiful. 
17 Will they therefore empty 
their ®net 
And continually ®slay nations 
without sparing? Is 19:8 « Is 14:5, 6 


God Answers the Prophet 
2 I will stand on my guard post 
And station myself on the 
rampart; 
And I will keep watch to see 
what He will speak to me, 
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And how I may reply when I 
am reproved. Is 21:8 © Ps 5:3 
2 Then the Lorp answered me 
and said, 
“RRecord the vision 
And inscribe it on tablets, 
ma ue one who reads it may 
De 27:8; Ro 15:4; Re 1:19 
tee 3 “For the vision is yet for the 
Rappointed time; 
It hastens toward the goal and 
it will not fail. 
Though it tarries, wait for it; 
For it will certainly come, it 
will not delay. —_Da 8:17, 19; 10:14 


4 “Behold, as for the 8proud one, 
His soul is not right within 
him; 
But the righteous will live by 
his faith Ps 49:18; Is 13:11 
5 “Furthermore, ®wine betrays 
the haughty man, 
So that he does not &stay at 
home. 
He enlarges his appetite like 


heol, 
And he is like death, never 
satisfied. 
He also gathers to himself all 
nations 
And collects to himself all 
peoples. Pr 20:1 © Pr 21:24 » 2 Ki 14:10 


6 “Will not all of these ®take up a 
taunt-song against him, 
Even mockery and 
insinuations against him 
And say, ‘Woe to him who 
increases what is not his— 
For how long— 
And makes himself Trich with 
loans?’ Is 14:4-10; Je 50:13 « Lit heavy 
7 “Will not your creditors rise 
up suddenly, 
And those who collect from 
you awaken? 
Indeed, you will become 
plunder for them. 
8 “Because you have ®looted 
many nations, 
All the remainder of the 
peoples will loot you— 
Because of human bloodshed 
and violence done to the 
land, 


Pr 29:1 
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To the town and all its 
inhabitants. — 1s 33:1; Je 27:7; Ze 2:8 


9 “Woe to him who gets Revil 
gain for his house 
To put his nest on high, 
To be delivered from the hand 
of calamity! Je 22:13; Eze 22:27 
10 “You have devised a ®shameful 
thing for your house 
By cutting off many peoples; 
So you are sinning against 
yourself. 2 ki 9:26; Na 1:14; Hab 2:16 
11 “Surely the stone will cry out 
from the wall, 
And the rafter will answer it 
from the ‘framework. Lit wood 


12 “Woe to him who ®builds a city 
with bloodshed 
And founds a town with 
violence! Mi 3:10; Na 3:1 
13 “Is it not indeed from the Lorp 
of hosts 
That peoples toil for fire, 
And nations grow weary for 
nothing? Is 50:11; Je 51:58 
oF 14 “For the earth will be filled 
With the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lorp, 
As the waters cover the sea. 


15 “Woe to you who make "your 
neighbors drink, 

Who mix in your venom even 
to make them drunk 

So as to look on their 
nakedness! Lit his neighbor 

16 “You will be filled with 
disgrace rather than honor. 

Now you yourself drink and 
expose your own 
nakedness. 

The cup in the Lorp’s right 
hand will come around to 
you, 

And utter disgrace will come 
upon your glory. 1a4:21¢Na3:6 

17 “For the ®violence done to 
Lebanon will overwhelm 
you, 

And the devastation of its 
beasts by which you 
terrified them, 

Because of human bloodshed 
and violence done to the 


land, 
To the town and all its 
inhabitants. Joel 3:19; Ze 11:1 
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18 “What ®profit is the idol when 
its maker has carved it, 
Or an image, a teacher of 
falsehood? 
For its maker trusts in his own 
handiwork 
When he fashions speechless 
idols. Is 42:17; 44:9; Je 2:27, 28 
19 “Woe to him who 8&says to a 
piece of wood, ‘“Awake!’ 
To a mute stone, ‘Arise!’ 
And that is your teacher? 
Behold, it is overlaid with gold 
and silver, 
And there is no breath at all 
inside it. Je 2:27, 28; 10:3 « 1 Ki 18:26-29 
20 “But the 8Lorp is in His holy 
temple. 
Let all the earth ®be silent 
before Him.” mi 1.2 « Zep 1:7; Ze 2:13 


God’s Deliverance of His People 
A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, 
according to ‘Shigionoth. 

2 Lorp, I have heard the report 
about You and J fear. 
O Lorp, revive Your work in 
the midst of the years, 
In the midst of the years make 
it known; 
In wrath remember mercy. 


3 God comes from ®Teman, 
And the Holy One from Mount 
Paran. Selah. 
His splendor covers the 
heavens, 
And the 8earth is full of His 
PraiSe. Je 49:7; Am 1:12; Ob 9 « Ps 48:10 
4 His ®radiance is like the 
sunlight; 
He has rays flashing from His 
hand, 
And there is the hiding of His 
Rpower. Ps 18:12 ¢ Job 26:14 
5 Before Him goes pestilence, 
And plague comes after 
Him. Ex 12:29, 30; Nu 16:46-49 
6 He stood and surveyed the 
earth; 
He looked and startled the 
nations. 
Yes, the perpetual mountains 
were shattered, 
The ancient hills collapsed. 
His ways are everlasting. 


Y 9:14 3:1Le.a highly emotional poetic form 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 
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I saw the tents of Cushan 
under distress, 

The tent curtains of the land 
of Midian were trembling. 


Did the Lorn rage against the 
-Rrivers, 

Or was Your anger against the 

_ rivers, 


Or was Your wrath against the 


.S€a, 


- That You rode on Your horses, 


On Your chariots of 
Salvation? Ex 7:19, 20: Jos 3:16; Is 50:2 

Your ®bow was made bare, 

The rods of ™chastisement 
were sworn. Selah. 

You cleaved the earth with 
Yivers. Ps 7:12, 13; Hab 3:11 « Lit word 

The mountains saw You and 
quaked; 

The downpour of waters 
swept by. 

The deep uttered forth its 
voice, 

It lifted high its hands. 

RSun and moon stood in their 
places; 

They went away at the light of 
Your arrows, 

At the radiance of Your 
gleaming spear. Jos 10:12-14 

In indignation You marched 
through the earth; 

In anger You trampled the 
nations. Is 41:15; Je 51:33; Mi 4:13 

You went forth for the 
salvation of Your people, 

For the salvation of Your 
anointed. 

You struck the head of the 
house of the evil 

To lay him open from thigh to 
neck. Selah. 

You pierced with his ?own 
spears 


15 


16 


i 


18 


y 
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The head of his throngs. 

They-®stormed in to scatter us; 

Their exultation was like 
those 

Who devour the oppressed in 
secret. Ju 7:22 © Da 11:40; Ze 9:14 

You trampled on the sea with 
Your horses, 

On the surge of many waters. 


I heard and my inward parts 
Rtrembled, 

At the sound my lips quivered. 

Decay enters my bones, 

And in my place I tremble. 

Because I must wait quietly 
for the day of distress, 

For the people to arise who 
will invade us. Da 10:8; Hab.3:2 

Though the "fig tree should 
not blossom 

And there be no fruit on the 
vines, 

Though the yield of the olive 
should fail 

And a fields produce no 


ood, 
Though the flock should be 
cut off from the fold 
And there be no cattle in the 
Stalls, © Joel 1:10-12; Am 4:9; 2 Co 4:8, 9 
Yet I will exult in the Lorp, 
I will 8rejoice in the God of my 


salvation. Ps 46:1-5; Ph 4:4 
19 The Lord Gop is my 
strength, 


And 8He has made my feet 
like hinds’ feet, 

And makes me walk on my 
Rhigh places. 


For the choir director, on my stringed 
instruments. 


2 Sa 22:34 ¢ De 33:29 


% 3:19 


Author: 


Time: 


ZEPHANIAH 


In the beginning of the book, 
Zephaniah traces his lineage 
back four generations to the 
godly King Hezekiah. This 
would make him the only 
prophet of royal descent. His 
use of the phrase “this place” 
in reference to Jerusalem in- 
dicates that he was probably 
an inhabitant of Judah’s royal 
city. 

Cc. 630 B.c. 


Key Verse: Zep 1:14-15 


Day of Judgment on Judah 
The word of the Lorp which came 
to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of 
Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of 
Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah son of 
Amon, king of Judah: 


2 


3 


4 


5 


“T will completely remove all 
things 
From the face of the Tearth,” 
declares the LorD. Lit grouna 
“T will remove ®man and beast; 
I will remove the birds of the 


sky 

And the fish of the sea, 

And the ruins along with the 
wicked; 

And | will cut off man from 
the face of the earth,” 
declares the Lorp. Is 6:11, 12 

“So I will stretch out My hand 
against Judah 

And against all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And I will cut off the remnant 
of Baal from this place, 

And the names of the 
idolatrous priests along 
with the priests. Je 6:12; Eze 6:14 

“And those who bow down on 
the housetops to the host of 
heaven, 

And those who bow down and 
swear to the Lorp and yet 
swear by Milcom, 


Theme: 


A contemporary of Jeremiah, 
Zephaniah was written during 
the reign of Josiah, one of the 
good kings of Judah. The book 
follows a fairly familiar pattern 
for the prophets. Judgment is 
pronounced on Judah as well 
as several surrounding na- 
tions. After the judgment of 
the first two chapters, the 
third declares a restoration 
process that sounds strongly 
encouraging. 


6 And those who have 8turned 


back from following the 
Lorp, 

And those who have &not 
sought the Lorp or inquired 
of Him.” Is 1:4; Ho 7:10 ¢ Is 9:13 


7 ®Be silent before the Lord 


Gop! 

For the ®day of the Lorp is 
near, 

For the Lorpb has prepared a 
sacrifice, 

He has consecrated His 
guests. Hab 2:20; Ze 2:13 © Zep 1:14 


8 “Then it will come about on the 


day of the Lorp’s 
sacrifice 
That I will punish the princes, 
the king’s sons 
And all who clothe 
themselves with 
Rforeign garments. Is 2:6 


9 “And I will punish on that day 


all who leap on the temple 
threshold, 

Who fill the house of their 
Tlord with ®violence and 
deceit. Or Lord © Je 5:27; Am 3:10 


10 “On that day,” declares the 


ORD, 
“There will be the sound of 
a cry from the ®Fish 

Gate, 
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A wail from the Second 
'. Quarter, 
And a loud crash from the 
Rhills. 2 Ch 33:14; Ne 3:3; 12:39 © Eze 6:13 
11 “Wail, O inhabitants of the 
FMortar, 
For all the people of Canaan 
will be silenced; 
All who weigh out 8silver will 
be cut off. Job 27:16, 17; Ho 9:6 
12 “It will come about at that 
time 
That I will search Jerusalem 
with lamps, 
And I will punish the men 
Who are stagnant in spirit, 
Who Say in their hearts, 
‘The Lorp will not do good or 
eVil!’ Je 16:16, 17; Eze 9:4-11; Am 9:1-3 
13 “Moreover, their wealth will 
become ®plunder 
And their houses desolate; 
Yes, they will build houses but 
not inhabit them, 
And plant vineyards but not 
drink their wine.” — Je 15:13; 17:3 


14 Near is the ®great day of the 
Lorp, 
Near and coming very 
quickly; 
Listen, the day of the Lorp! 
In it the warrior cries out 
bitterly. Je 30:7; Joel 2:11; Mal 4:5 
15 A day of wrath is that day, 
A day of 8trouble and distress, 
A day of destruction and 
desolation, 
A day of darkness and gloom, 
A day of clouds and thick 
darkness, 22:5 
16 A day of trumpet and battle 


cry 
Against the fortified cities 
And the high corner towers. 
17 I will bring distress on men 
So that they will walk like the 
blind, 
Because they have sinned 
against the Lorp; 
And their blood will be 
poured out like dust 
And their flesh like dung. 
18 Neither their 8silver nor their 
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And all the earth will be 
devoured 

In the fire of His jealousy, 

For He will make a complete 
end, 

Indeed a terrifying one, 

Of all the inhabitants of the 
earth. Eze 7:19 © Zep 3:8 


Judgments on Judah’s Enemies 


Gather yourselves together, 
yes, gather, 

O nation without shame, 

Before the decree takes 
effect— 

The day passes like the 
chaff— 

Before the burning anger of 
the LorD comes upon you, 

Before the day of the Lorp’s 
anger comes upon you. 

Seek the Lorp, 

All you humble of the earth 

Who have carried out His 
ordinances; 

Seek righteousness, seek 
humility. 

Perhaps you will be hidden 

In the day of the Lorp’s anger. 


For Gaza will be abandoned 

And Ashkelon a desolation; 

Ashdod will be driven out at 
noon 

And Ekron will be uprooted. 

Woe to the inhabitants of the 
seacoast, 

The nation of the 
FRCherethites! 

The word of the Lorp is 
Ragainst you, 

O Canaan, land of the 
Philistines; 

And I will destroy you 

So that there will be no 
inhabitant. Eze 25:16 ¢ Am 3:1 

So the seacoast will be 


Roastures, 
With caves for shepherds and 
folds for flocks. Is 5:17; 7:25 


And the coast will be 

For the remnant of the house 
of Judah, 

They will pasture on it. 


gold 
Will be able to deliver them 1:10 Le. a district of Jerusalem 1:11 Le. a district of 
On the day of the Lorp’s Jerusalem 2:5 Ie. a segment of the Philistines with 
wrath; roots in Crete 
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In the houses of Ashkelon 
they will lie down at 
evening; 

For the Lorp their God will 
care for them 

And restore their fortune. 


8 “I have heard the taunting of 

Moab 

And the revilings of the sons 
of Ammon, 

With which they have taunted 
My people 

And ®become arrogant against 
their territory. Am 1:13 

9 “Therefore, as I live,” declares 

the Lorp of hosts, 

The God of Israel, 

“Surely Moab will be like 

Sodom 

And the sons of Ammon like 
Gomorrah— 

A place possessed by nettles 
and salt pits, 

And a perpetual desolation. 

The remnant of My people 
will plunder them 

And the remainder of My 
nation will inherit them.” 

10 This they will have in return 
for their ®pride, because they have 
Rtaunted and become _ arrogant 
against the people of the Lorp of 
hosts. Is 16:6 © Zep 2:8 

11 The Lorp will be ®terrifying to 
them, for He will starve all the gods of 
the earth; and all the coastlands of the 
nations will bow down to Him, every- 
one from his own place. Joel 2:11 

12 “You also, O Ethiopians, will be 

slain by My sword.” 

13 And He will stretch out His 

hand against the north 
And destroy Assyria, 
And He will make Nineveh a 
desolation, 
Parched like the wilderness. 

14 Flocks will lie down in her 

midst, 

All beasts which range in 
herds; 

Both the 8pelican and the 
hedgehog 

Will lodge in the tops of her 
pillars; 

TBirds will sing in the window, 

Desolation will be on the 
threshold; 
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For He has laid bare the cedar 
work. Is 14:23; 34:11 © Lit A voice 
15 This is the 8exultant city 
Which dwells securely, 
Who says in her heart, 
“T am, and there is no one 
besides me.” 
How she has become a 
desolation, 
A resting place for beasts! 
Everyone who passes by her 
will hiss 
And wave his hand in 
contempt. — 1s 22:2 « Is 32:9, 11; 47:8 


Woe to Jerusalem and the 
Nations 
Woe to her who is ®rebellious 
and defiled, 
The tyrannical city! 
2 She ®heeded no voice, 
She Raccepted no instruction. 
She did not trust in the Lorp, 
She did not draw near to her 
God. Je 7:23-28 ¢ Je 2:30; 5:3; 2 Ti 3:16 
3 Her 8princes within her are 

roaring lions, 

Her judges are wolves at 
evening; 

They leave nothing for the 
morming. Eze 22:27 « Je 5:6; Hab 1:8 

4 Her prophets are ®reckless, 

treacherous men; 

Her ®priests have profaned the 
sanctuary. 

They have done violence to 
the law. 3u 9:4 « Eze 22:26: Mal 2:7, 8 

5 The Lorp is righteous 

Rwithin her; 

He will 8do no injustice. 

Every morning He brings His 
justice to light; 

He does not fail. 

But the unjust knows no 
shame. De 32:4 « Zep 3:15, 17 Ps 92:15 

6 “I have cut off nations; 

Their corner towers are in 
ruins. 

I have made their streets 
Rdesolate, 

With no one passing by; 

Their cities are laid waste, 

Without a man, without an 
inhabitant. Je 9:12; Ze 7:14; Ma 23:38 

‘Til rk ‘Surely you will revere 
e, 
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Accept instruction.’ 
So her dwelling will not be cut 


0) 

According to all that I have 
appointed concerning her. 

But they were eager to 
Rcorrupt all their deeds. Ho 9:9 


8 “Therefore wait for Me,” 
declares the Lorp, 
“For the day when I rise up as a 
witness. 
Indeed, My decision is to 
gather nations, 
To assemble kingdoms, 
To pour out on them My 
indignation, 
All My burning anger; 
For Rall the earth will be 
devoured 
By the fire of My zeal. = Zep 1.18 
9 “For then I will Tgive to the 
peoples ®purified lips, 
That all of them may call on 
the name of the Lorp, 
To serve Him shoulder to 
shoulder. Lit change « Is 19:18; 57:19 
10 “From beyond the rivers of 
Ethiopia 
My worshipers, My dispersed 
ones, 
Will 8bring My offerings. ts 60:6,7 
11 “In that day you will feel no 
shame 
Because of all your deeds 
By which you have rebelled 
against Me; 
For then I will remove from 
your midst 
Your proud, exulting ones, 
And you will never again be 
haughty 
On My holy mountain. 


A Remnant of Israel 
12 “But I will leave among you 
A ®humble and lowly people, 
And they will take refuge in 
the name of the LorD. 1s 14:30 
13 “The ®remnant of Israel will do 
no wrong 
And tell no lies, 
Nor will a deceitful tongue 
Be found in their mouths; 
For they will feed and lie 
down 
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With no one to make them 
tremble.” ts 10:20-22; Mi 4:7; Zep 2:7 


14 Shout for joy, O daughter of 
Zion! 
RShout in triumph, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! Ze 9.9 
15 The Lorp has taken away ®His 
judgments against you, 
He has Geeta away your 
enem 
The King of Israel, the Lorp, 
is in your midst; 
sea pe fear disaster no 
Ps 19:9; Jo 5:30; Re 18:20 
16 Rint that ‘day it will be said to 
Jerusalem: 
“RDo not be afraid, O Zion; 
RDo not let your hands fall 
lim). Is 25:9 « Is 35:3, 4 © Job 4:3; He 12:12 
Wie 17 “The Lorp your God is Rin 
your midst, 
A ®victorious warrior. 
He will exult over you with joy, 
He will be quiet in His love, 
He will rejoice over you with 
shouts of joy. Zep 3:5, 15 « Is 63:1 
18 “I will gather those who grieve 
about the appointed 
feasts— 
They ‘came from you, O Zion; 
The reproach of exile is a 
burden on them. Lit were 
19 “Behold, I am going to deal at 
that time 
With all your oppressors, 
I will save the lame 
And gather the outcast, 
And I will turn their shame 
into praise and renown 
In all the earth. Eze 34:16; Mi 4:6 
20 “At that time I will ®bring you 
in, 
Even at the time when I gather 
you together; 
Indeed, I will give yourenown 
and praise 
Among all the peoples of the 
earth, 
When I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes,” 
Says the Lorp. Eze 37:12, 21 
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Author: The authorship of the book is 
virtually uncontested as Hag- 
gai’s name is mentioned nine 
times. Haggai is known only 
from this book and two other 
references to him in Ezra 5:1 
and 6:14. Haggai returned 
from Babylon with the rem- 
nant and may well have been 
one of the few people who 
could remember the former 
temple before its destruction. 
Haggai was therefore very in- 
strumental in the rebuilding of 
the temple. 


Time: 6.1520! Bre) 
Key Verse: Hag 1:7-8 


Haggai Begins Temple Building 
In the ®second year of Darius the 
king, on the first day of the sixth 

month, the word of the Lorp came by 

the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, 

the high priest, saying, Ez 4:24 

2 “Thus says the Lorp of Thosts, 
‘This people says, “The time has not 
come, even the time for the house of 
the Lorp to be rebuilt.”’” Lit hosts, saying 
3 Then the word of the Lorp 
came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 
4 “Ts it time for you yourselves to 
dwell in your paneled houses while 
this house lies desolate?” 
5 Now therefore, thus says the 

Lorp of hosts, “Consider your ways! 

6 “You have ksown much, but 
harvest little; you eat, but there is not 
enough to be satisfied; you drink, but 
there is not enough to become drunk; 
you put on clothing, but no one is 
warm enough; and he who earns, 
earns wages to put into a purse with 

holes.” De 28:38-40; Ho 8:7; Hag 1:9, 10; 2:16, 17 

7 Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
“TConsider your ways! Lit Set your heart on 


Haggai is the first of the post- 
exilic prophets, addressing the 
immediate problem of the re- 
building of the temple. The 
people had returned about 20 
years earlier, but apathy and 
opposition were keeping the 
work from being completed. 
Haggai’s concern is that neg- 
lect of the temple is a symp- 
tom of a bigger problem. God 
has dropped out of the Is- 
raelites’ sight as a priority. The 
people are more concerned 
with building their materialistic 
lifestyles than they are with 
their relationship with God. 


Theme: 


8 “Go up to the mountains, bring 
wood and rebuild the temple, that I 
may be pleased with it and be ®glori- 
fied,” says the Lorp. Hag 2:7,9 

9 “RYou look for much, but be- 
hold, it comes to little; when you 
bring it home, I 8blow it away. Why?” 
declares the Lorp of hosts, “Because 
of My house which 8&lies desolate, 
while each of you runs to his own 
house. Pr 27:20; Ec 1:8 « Is 40:7 « Hag 1:4 

10 “Therefore, because of you the 
sky has withheld its dew and the 
earth has withheld its produce. 

11 “I called for a 8drought on the 
land, on the mountains, on the grain, 
on the new wine, on the oil, on what 
the ground produces, on 8men, on cat- 
tle, and on Rall the labor of your 
hands.” Je 14:2-6; Mal 3:9, 11 © De 28:22 * Hag 2:17 

12 Then ®Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and §Joshua the son of Je- 
hozadak, the high priest, with all the 
remnant of the people, ®obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp their God and 
the words of Haggai the prophet, as 
the Lorp their God had sent him. 
And the people showed reverence for 
the Lorpb. Hag 1:1 ¢ Hag 1:14; 2:2 © Is 1:19; 1 Th 2:13 
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13° Then Haggai, the messenger of 
the Lorp, spoke by the commission of 
the Lorp to the people saying, “‘I am 
with you, declares the Lorp.” 

14 So the Lorp stirred up the 
spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
Rremnant of the people; and they 
came and worked on the house of the 
Lorp of hosts, their God, Hag 1:12 

_ 15 onthe twenty-fourth day of the 
sixth month in the second year of 
Darius the king. 


The Builders Encouraged 
On the twenty-first of the seventh 
month, the word of the Lorp came 
by ®Haggai the prophet saying, Hag1:1 
2 “Speak now to ®Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest, and to the 8remnant 
of the people saying, Hag 1:1 ¢ Hag 1:12 
3 ‘Who is ®left among you who 
saw this ‘temple in its Sformer glory? 
And how do you see it now? Does it 
not ™seem to you like nothing in com- 
parison?:Ez 3:12 © Lit house ¢ Hag 2:9 « Lit in your eyes 
4 ‘But now take courage, Zerub- 
babel,’ declares the Lorp, ‘take 
courage also, Joshua son of Je- 
hozadak, the high priest, and all you 
people of the land take courage,’ de- 
clares the Lorp, ‘and work; for I am 
with you,’ declares the Lorp of hosts. 
5 ‘As for the promise which I 
made you when you came out of 
Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your 
midst; 8do not fear!’ Is 41:10, 13; Ze 8:13 
6 “For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, ‘““Once more in a ®little while, I 
am going to ®shake the heavens and 
the earth, the sea also and the dry 
land. He 12:26 ¢ Is 10:25; 29:17 * Hag 2:21 
7 ‘I will shake Rall the nations; 
and they will come with the wealth 
of all nations, and I will ®fill this 
house with glory,’ says the Lorp of 
hosts. Da 2:44; Joel 3:9, 16 © 1 Ki 8:11; Is 60:7 
8 ‘The ®silver is Mine and the 
gold is Mine,’ declares the Lorp of 
hosts. 1 Ch 29:14, 16; Is 60:17 
9 ‘The latter glory of this house 
will be greater than the ®former,’ says 
the Lorp of hosts, ‘and in this place I 


HAGGAIT 2:22 


will give ®peace,’ declares the Lorp of 
hosts.” | Ze 2:5 ¢ Hag 2:3 « Is 9:6, 7; 66:12 

10 On the ®twenty-fourth of the 
ninth month, in the second year of 
Darius, the word of the Lorp came to 
Haggai the prophet, saying, Hag 2:20 

11 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Ask now the priests for a ruling: 

12 ‘If a man carries holy meat in 
the "fold of his garment, and touches 
bread with "this fold, or cooked food, 
wine, oil, or any other food, will it be- 
come holy?’” And the priests an- 
Swered, “No.” Lit wing ¢ Lit his wing 
_ 13 Then Haggai said, “"If one who 
is unclean from a corpse touches any 
of these, will the latter become un- 
clean?” And the priests answered, “It 
will become unclean.” Le 22:4-6; Nu 19:22 

14 Then Haggai said, “‘So is this 
people. And so is this nation before 
Me, declares the Lorpb, ‘and so is 
every work of their hands; and what 
they offer there is unclean. 

15 ‘But now, do 8consider from 
this day onward: before one ®stone 
was placed on another in the temple 
of the Lorpb, Hag 1:5, 7; 2:18 © Ez 3:10; 4:24 

16 ‘from that time when one came 
to a grain heap of twenty measures, 
there would be only ten; and when 
one came to the wine vat to draw fifty 
Tmeasures, there would be only 
twenty. Lit since they were ¢ Or troughs full 

17 ‘I smote you and every work of 
your hands with blasting wind, 
mildew and hail; yet you did not 
come back to Me,’ declares the Lorp. 

18 ‘Do ®consider from this day on- 
ward, from the twenty-fourth day of 
the ninth month; from the day when 
the temple of the Lorp was founded, 
consider: De 32:29; Hag 2:15 

19 ‘Is the seed still in the barn? 
Even including the vine, the fig tree, 
the pomegranate and the olive tree, it 
has not borne fruit. Yet from this day 
on I will bless you.’” 

20 Then the word of the Lorp 
came a second time to Haggai on the 
Rtwenty-fourth day of the month, say- 

ng, Hag 2:10 

21 “Speak to Zerubbabel gover- 
nor of Judah, saying, ‘I am going to 
shake the heavens and the earth. 

22 ‘I will 8overthrow the thrones 
of kingdoms and destroy the §power 
of the kingdoms of the nations; and I 


HAGGAIT 2:23 1044 


will overthrow the chariots and their 
riders, and the horses and their riders 
will go down, everyone by the sword 
of another’ Eze 26:16; Zep 3:8 © Mi 7:16 

23 ‘On that day,’ declares the Lorp 


of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel, 
son of Shealtiel, My servant, declares 
the Lorp, ‘and I will make you like a 
signet ring, for 8I have chosen you,’” 
declares the Lorp of hosts. 1s 42:1; 43:10 


ZECHARIAH 


_ The universal testimony of the 
Jewish and Christian tradition 
affirms Zechariah as the au- 
thor of the entire book. Like 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, he was 
of priestly lineage and was a 
young man when he was 
called to prophesy. According 
to Jewish tradition, Zechariah 
was a member of the Great 
Synagogue that collected and 
preserved the canon of. re- 
vealed Scripture. He was born 
in Babylon and. brought to 
Palestine by his grandfather 
when the Jewish exiles re- 
turned under Zerubbabel and 
Joshua the high priest. 


Time: 520-470 B.c. 
Key Verse: Ze 9:9 


A Call to Repentance 
In the eighth month of the second 
year of ®Darius, the word of the 
Lorp came to Zechariah the prophet, 
the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo 
saying, Ez 4:24; 6:15; Hag 1:15; 2:10; Ze 1:7; 7:1 

2 “The Lorp was very angry with 
your fathers. 

3 “Therefore say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp of hosts, “8Return to 
Me,” declares the Lorp of hosts, “that 
I may return to you,” says the Lorp of 
hosts. Is 31:6; 44:22; Mal 3:7 

4 “Do not be ®like your fathers, 
to whom the former prophets pro- 
claimed, saying, ‘Thus says the Lorp 
of hosts, “Return now from your evil 
ways and from your evil deeds.”’ But 
they did not listen or give heed to Me,” 
declares the Lorb. Ps 78:8; 106:6, 7 

5 “Your ®fathers, where are they? 
And the 8prophets, do they live for- 

er? La 5:7 © Jo 8:52 

6 “But did not My words and My 
statutes, which I commanded My ser- 
vants the prophets, overtake your fa- 
thers? Then they repented and said, 


Theme: Zechariah’s writings were de- 
signed to encourage the Is- 
raelites and inspire. energy, 
identity, and vision during the 
rebuilding of the temple. Like 
Isaiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel, his 
prophecies are characterized 
by visions of God and the fu- 
ture. In this context, many 
would describe the book to be 
apocalyptic with similarities to 
Revelation. Probably, more 
than any of the other books, 
Zechariah makes concrete 
predictions about Christ, which 
are fulfilled in the New Testa- 
ment. He also makes some 
startling predictions about Is- 
rael in the end times that have 
already seen fulfillment. 


‘As the Lorp of hosts purposed to do 
to us in accordance with our ways and 
our deeds, so He has dealt with us.’”’” 


Patrol of the Earth 

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
eleventh month, which is the month 
Shebat, in the second year of Darius, 
the word of the Lorp came to 
Zechariah the prophet, the son of 
Berechiah, the son of Iddo, as follows: 

8 I saw at night, and behold, a 
man was riding on a red horse, and 
he was standing among the ®myrtle 
trees which were in the ravine, with 
red, sorrel and ®white horses behind 
him. Ne 8:15; Is 41:19; 55:13; Ze 1:10, 11 © Ze 6:3; Re 6:2 

9 Then I said, “My lord, what are 
these?” And the Rangel who was 
speaking with me said to me, “I will 
show you what these are.” Ze 2:3; 5:5 

10 And the man who was stand- 
ing among the myrtle trees answered 
and said, “These are those whom the 
Lorp has sent to patrol the earth.” 

11 So they answered the angel of 
the Lorp who was standing among 
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the myrtle trees and said, “We have 
patrolled the earth, and behold, all 
the earth is peaceful and quiet.” 1s 14:7 

12 Then the angel of the Lorp 
said, “O Lorp of hosts, how long will 
You have no compassion for 
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, 
with which You have been indignant 
these seventy years?” Ps 102:13: Je 30:18 

13 The Lorp answered the angel 
who was speaking with me with gra- 
cious words, comforting words. 

14 So the angel who was speaking 
with me said to me, “Proclaim, say- 
ing, ‘Thus says the Lorp of hosts, “I 
am exceedingly jealous for 
Jerusalem and Zion. Is 40:2, 6; Ze 1:17 Ze 8:2 

15 “But Il am very angry with the 
nations who are Rat ease; for while I 
was only a little angry, they furthered 
the disaster.” Ze 1:2 © Ps 123:4; Je 48:11 

16 ‘Therefore thus says the Lorp, 
“T will 8return to Jerusalem with com- 
passion; My house will be built in it,” 
declares the Lorp of hosts, “and a 
measuring line will be stretched over 
Jerusalem.”’ Is 54:8-10; Ze 2:10, 11 

17 “Again, proclaim, saying, ‘Thus 
says the Lorp of hosts, “My cities will 
again overflow with prosperity, and 
the Lorp will again comfort Zion and 
again choose Jerusalem.”’” 

18 ‘Then I lifted up my eyes and 
looked, and behold, there were four 
horns. Ch 2:1 in He 

19 So I said to the angel who was 
speaking with me, “What are these?” 
And he answered me, “These are the 
horns which have scattered Judah, Is- 
rael and Jerusalem.” 

20 Then the Lorp showed me four 
Rcraftsmen. Is 44:12; 54:16 

21 I said, “What are these coming 
to do?” And he said, “These are the 
Rhorns which have scattered Judah so 
that no man lifts up his head; but 
these craftsmen have come to terrify 
them, to §throw down the horns of the 
nations who have lifted up their horns 
against the land of Judah in order to 
scatter it.” Ze 1:19 * Ps 75:10 


God’s Favor to Zion 

Speen I lifted up my eyes and 
looked, and behold, there was a 

man with a ®measuring line in his 

hand. Ch2:5 in He « Je 31:39; Eze 40:3: 47:3: Ze 1:16 
2 So I said, “Where are you 
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going?” And he said to me, “To meas- 
ure Jerusalem, to see how wide it is 
and how long it is.” 

3 And behold, the Rangel who 
was speaking with me was going out, 
and another angel was coming out to 
meet him, Ze 1:9 

4 and said to him, “Run, speak to 
that kyoung man, saying, ‘Jerusalem 
will be inhabited without walls be- 
cause of the multitude of men and cat- 
tle within it. Je 1.6: Da 1:4; 1 Ti 4:12 « Ze 1:17; 8:4 

5 ‘For I, declares the Lorp, ‘will 
be a wall of fire around her, and I will 
be the glory in her midst.’” 

6 “Ho there! Flee from the land 
of the north,” declares the Lorb, “for I 
have dispersed you as the four winds 
of the heavens,” declares the Lorp. 

7 “Ho, Zion! REscape, you who 
are living with the daughter of Baby- 
lon.” Is 48:20; Je 51:6 

8 For thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
“After kglory He has sent me against 
the nations which plunder you, for he 
who touches you, touches the Rapple 
of His eye. Is 60:7-9 © De 32:10; Ps 17:8 

9 “For behold, I will }wave My 
hand over them so that they will be 
Xplunder for their slaves. Then you 
will know that the Lorp of hosts has 
sent Me. Is 19:16 © Is 14:2 

10 “8Sing for joy and be glad, O 
daughter of Zion; for behold Iam 
coming and I will dwell in your midst,” 
declares the Lorpb. Is 65:18, 19; Ze 9:9 
11 “Many nations will join them- 
selves to the Lorp in that day and will 
become My people. Then I will dwell 
in your midst, and you will know that 
the Lorp of hosts has sent Me to you. 
12 “The Lorp will possess Judah 

as His portion in the holy land, and 
will again choose Jerusalem. or inherit 
13 “Be silent, all flesh, before the 
Lorp; for He is aroused from His holy 
habitation.” Hab 2:20; Zep 1:7 


Joshua, the High Priest 
os Se he showed me Joshua the 
high priest standing before the 
angel of the Lorp, and Satan stand- 
ing at his right hand to accuse him. 
2 The Lorp said to Satan, “8The 
Lorp rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the 
Lorp who has 8chosen Jerusalem re- 
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buke you! Is this not a brand plucked 
from the fire?” Mk 9:25; Jude 9° Ze 2:12 
_ 3 Now Joshua was clothed with 
Rfilthy garments and standing before 
the angel. Ez 9:15; Is 4:4; 64:6 
4 He spoke and said to those 
who were standing before him, say- 
ing, “SRemove the filthy garments 
from him.” Again he said to him, “See, 
I have 8taken your iniquity away from 
you and will clothe you with festal 
robes.” Is 43:25; Eze 36:25 © Mi 7:18, 19; Ze 3:9 
5 Then I said, “Let them put a 
clean turban on his head.” So they put 
a clean turban on his head and 
clothed him with garments, while the 
angel of the Lorp was standing by. 
6 And the angel of the Lorpb ad- 
monished Joshua, saying, 
7 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Tf you will }walk in My ways and if 
you will perform My service, then you 
will also govern My house and also 
have charge of My courts, and I will 
grant you free access among these 
who are standing here. 1 Ki3:14 « De 17:9, 12 


The Branch 
8 ‘Now listen, Joshua the high 
priest, you and your friends who are 
sitting in front of you—indeed they 
are men who are a ®symbol, for be- 
hold, I am going to bring in My ser- 
vant the Branch. Is 8:18; 20:3; Eze 12:11 
9 ‘For behold, the stone that I 
have set before Joshua; on one stone 
are ®seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave 
an inscription on it,’ declares the Lorp 
of hosts, ‘and I will remove the iniq- 
uity of that land in one day. Ze 4:10 
10 ‘In that day,’ declares the Lorp 
of hosts, ‘every one of you will invite 
his neighbor to sit under his ®vine and 
under his fig tree.’” 1 Ki 4:25; Is 36:16; Mi 4:4 


The Golden Lampstand and 
Olive Trees 
Then the angel who was speaking 
with me returned and ®roused me, 
as a man who is awakened from his 
sleep. Ze 1:9 © 1 Ki 19:5-7; Je 31:26 
2 He said to me, “8What do you 
see?” And I said, “I see, and behold, a 
Rlampstand all of gold with its bowl 
on the top of it, and its seven lamps 
on it with seven spouts belonging to 
each of the lamps which are on the 
top of it; Je 1:13; Ze 5:2 « Ex 25:31, 37; Je 52:19 © Re 4:5 
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3 also ®two olive trees by it, one 
on the right side of the bowl and the 
other on its left side.” Ze 4:11; Re 11:4 

4 Then I said to the angel who 
was speaking with me saying, “What 
are these, ®my lord?” Ze 1:9; 4:5, 13; 6:4 
_ 5 So ®the angel who was speak- 
ing with me answered and said to me, 
“Do you not Know what these are?” 
And I said, “No, my lord.” Ze 1:9; 4:1 

6 Then he said to me, “This is 
the word of the Lorp to ®Zerub- 
babel saying, ‘Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, says the 
Lorp of hosts. Ez 5:2; Hag 2:4,5 

7 ‘What are you, O great moun- 
tain? Before Zerubbabel you will be- 
come a plain; and he will bring forth 
the top stone with ®shouts of “Grace, 
grace to it!”’” Ez 3:10, 11; Ps 84:11 

8 Also the word of the Lorp 
came to me, saying, 

9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have 
Rlaid the foundation of this house, and 
his hands will finish it. Then you will 
know that the Lorp of hosts has sent 
me to you. Ez 3:8-10; 5:16; Hag 2:18 

10 “For who has despised the day 
of small things? But these seven will 
be glad when they see the plumb 
line in the hand of Zerubbabel— 
these are the eyes of the Lorp which 
range to and fro throughout the 
earth.” Ne 4:2-4; Am 7:2, 5; Hag 2:3 e Am 7:7, 8 

11 Then I said to him, “What are 
these two olive trees on the right of 
the lampstand and on its left?” 

12 And I answered the second 
time and said to him, “What are the 
two olive branches which are beside 
the two golden pipes, which empty 
the golden oil from themselves?” 

13 So he answered me, Saying, 
“RDo you not know what these are?” 
And I said, “No, ®my lord.” Ze 4:5 Ze 4:4,5 

14 Then he said, “These are the 
two anointed ones who are standing 
by the Lord of the whole earth.” 


The Flying Scroll 
Then I lifted up my eyes again and 
looked, and behold, there was a 
flying ¥scroll. Je 36:2; Eze 2:9; Re 5:1 
2 And he said to me, “RWhat do 
you see?” And I answered, “I see a fly- 
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ing scroll; its length is twenty cubits 
and its width ten cubits.” Ze 4:2 

3 Then he said to me, “This is the 
Rcurse that is going forth over the face 
of the whole land; surely everyone 
who steals will be purged away ac- 
cording to the writing on one side, 
and everyone who swears will be 
purged away according to the writing 
on the other side. Is 24:6; 43:28: Je 26:6 

4 “I will 8make it go forth,” de- 
clares the Lorp of hosts, “and it will 
enter the house of the thief and the 
house of the one who swears falsely 
by My name; and it will spend the 
night within that house and consume 
it with its timber and stones.” —_mai3:5 

5 Then ®the angel who was 
speaking with me went out and said 
to me, “Lift up now your eyes and see 
what this is going forth.” Ze 1:9 

6 I said, “What is it?” And he 
said, “This is the 8ephah going forth.” 
Again he said, “This is their appear- 
ance in all the land Le 19:36; Am 8:5 

7 (and behold, a lead cover was 
lifted up); and this is a woman sitting 
inside the ephah.” 

8 Then he said, “This is Wicked- 
ness!” And he threw her down into 
the middle of the ephah and cast the 
lead weight on its opening. — Lit moutn 

9 Then I lifted up my eyes and 
looked, and there two women were 
coming out with the wind in their 
wings; and they had wings like the 
wings of a ®stork, and they lifted up 
the ephah between the earth and the 
heavens. Le 11:13, 19; Ps 104:17; Je 8:7 

10 I said to the angel who was 
speaking with me, “Where are they 
taking the ephah?” 

11 Then he said to me, “To build a 
Ttemple for her in the land of Shinar; 
and when it is prepared, she will be set 
there on her own pedestal.” 


Lit house 


The Four Chariots 

Gio I lifted up my eyes again and 
looked, and behold, four chariots 

were coming forth from between the 

two mountains; and the mountains 

were bronze mountains. 

2 With the first chariot were red 
horses, with the second chariot 8black 
horses, Ze 1:8; Re 6:4 ¢ Re 6:5 

3 with the third chariot white 
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horses, and with the fourth chariot 
strong ®dappled horses. Re 6:2 ¢ Re 6:8 

4 Then I spoke and said to the 
angel who was speaking with me, 
“RWhat are these, my lord?” Ze 1:9 

5 The angel replied to me, “These 
are the four spirits of heaven, going 
forth after standing before the Lord 
of all the earth, 

6 with one of which the black 
horses are going forth to the north 
country; and the white ones go forth 
after them, while the dappled ones go 
forth to the 8south country. Is 43:6; Da 11:5 

7 “When the strong ones went 
out, they 'were eager to go to ®patrol 
the earth.” And He said, “Go, patrol 
the earth.” So they patrolled the 
earth. Lit sought to go Ze 1:10 

8 Then He cried out to me and 
spoke to me saying, “See, those who 
are going to the land of the north have 
Rappeased My wrath in the land of the 
north.” Eze 5:13; 24:13; Ze 1:15 

9 The 8word of the Lorp also 
came to me, saying, Ze 1:1; 7:1; 8:1 

10 “Take an offering from the ex- 
iles, from Heldai, Tobijah and Jeda- 
iah; and you go the same day and 
enter the house of Josiah the son of 
Zephaniah, where they have arrived 
from Babylon. Ez 7:14-16; 8:26-30; Je 28:6 


The Symbolic Crowns 

11 “Take silver and gold, make an 
ornate ®crown and set it on the head 
of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest. 2 Sa 12:30; Ps 21:3; Song 3:11 

12 “Then say to him, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp of hosts, “Behold, a man 
whose name is Branch, for He will 
branch out from where He is; and He 
will build the temple of the Lorp. 

13 “Yes, it is He who will build the 
temple of the Lorp, and He who will 
Xbear the honor and sit and ®rule on 
His throne. Thus, He will be a ®priest 
on His throne, and the counsel of 
peace will be between the two of- 
fices.”’ Is 9:6; 11:10; 22:24: 49:5, 6 « Is 9:7 © Ps 110:1, 4 

14 “Now the ®crown will become 
a reminder in the temple of the Lorp 
to Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah and THen 
the son of Zephaniah. Ze 6:11 « Le. Josiah 

15 “RThose who are far off will 
come and build the temple of the 
Lorb.” Then you will know that the 
Lorp of hosts has sent me to you. And 
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it will take place if you completely 
obey the Lorp your God. © 1s56:6-8; 60:10 


Hearts like Flint 

tet the fourth year of King Darius, 
the word of the Lorp came to 

Zechariah on the fourth day of the 

ninth month, which is 8Chislev. Ne1.1 

2 Now the town of Bethel had 
sent Sharezer and Regemmelech and 
Ttheir men to ®seek the favor of the 
Lorb, Lit his © 1 Ki 13:6; Je 26:19; Ze 8:21 

' 3 speaking to the ®priests who 
belong to the house of the Lorp of 
hosts, and to the prophets, saying, 
“Shall I weep in the 8fifth month and 
abstain, as I have done these many 
years?” Ez 3:10-12 # Ze 8:19 

4 Then the word of the Lorp of 
hosts came to me, saying, 

5 “Say to all the people of the 
land and to the priests, ‘When you 
fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
seventh months ‘these seventy 
years, was it actually for Me that you 
fasted? Lit and these © Ze 1:12 © Is 1:11, 12; 58:5 

6 ‘When you eat and drink, do 
you not eat for yourselves and do you 
not drink for yourselves? 

7 ‘Are not these the words which 
the-Lorp proclaimed by the former 
prophets, when Jerusalem was inhab- 
ited and ®prosperous along with its 
cities around it, and the Negev and 
the foothills were inhabited?’” Je 22:21 

8 Then the word of the Lorp 
came to Zechariah saying, 

9 “Thus has the Lorp of hosts 
said, ‘“Dispense true justice and prac- 
tice kindness and compassion each to 
his brother; Eze 18:8; 45:9; Ze 8:16 

10 and do not oppress the widow 
or the orphan, the stranger or the 
poor; and do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another.’ 

11. “But they ®refused to pay at- 
tention and ®turned a stubborn shoul- 
der and stopped their ears from 
hearing. Je 5:3; 8:5; 11:10 ¢ Je 7:26; 17:23 

12 “They made their hearts like 
flint so that they could not hear the 
law and the words which the Lorp of 
hosts had sent by His Spirit through 
the former prophets; therefore great 
wrath came from the Lorp of hosts. 

13 “And just as ®He called and 
they would not listen, so 8they called 
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and I would not listen,” says the Lorp 
of hosts; Je 11:10, 14; 14:12 ¢ Pr 1:24-28; Is 1:15 

14 “but I 8scattered them with a 
Rstorm wind among all the nations 
whom they have not known. Thus the 
land is 8desolated behind them so 
that 8no one went back and forth, for 
they made the pleasant land deso- 
late.” De 4:27; 28:64 © Je 23:19 ¢ Je 44:6 @ Is 60:15 


The Coming Peace and 
Prosperity of Zion - 
Then the word of the Lorn of hosts 
came, saying, 

2 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, ‘I 
am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, 
with great wrath I am jealous for her.’ 

3 “Thus says the Lorp, ‘I will re- 
turn to Zion and will dwell in the 
midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem 
will be called the City of Truth, and 
the mountain of the Lorp of hosts will 
be called the Holy Mountain.’ Ze 2:10, 11 

4 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Old men and old women will again 
sit in the *streets of Jerusalem, each 
man with his staff in his hand because 
of Tage. Is 65:20 © Lit the multitude of days 

5 ‘And the ¥streets of the city will 
be filled with 8boys and girls playing 
in its streets.’ Je 30:19, 20; 31:12; 13 

6 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘If it is too difficult in the sight of the 
remnant of this people in those days, 
will it also be too difficult in My 
sight?’ declares the Lorp of hosts. 

7 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Behold, Iam going to save My people 
from the land of the Teast and from 
the land of the west; Lit rising 

8 and I will ®bring them back 
and they will live in the midst of 
Jerusalem; and they shall be My peo- 
ple, and I will be their God in truth 
and righteousness.’ Zep 3:20; Ze 10:10 

9 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘Let your hands be strong, you who 
are listening in these days to these 
words from the mouth of the 
Rprophets, those who spoke in the day 
that the foundation of the house of the 
Lorp of hosts was laid, to the end that 
the temple might be built. Ez 5:1; 6:14 

10 ‘For before those days there 
was no wage for man or any wage 
for animal; and for him who went out 
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or came in there was no peace be- 
cause of his enemies, and I set all men 
one against another. Hag 2:15-19 

11 ‘But now I will not treat the 
remnant of this people as in the for- 
mer days, declares the Lorp of hosts. 

12 ‘For there will be ®peace for 
the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, 
the land will yield its produce and the 
heavens will give their dew; and I will 
cause the remnant of this people to in- 
herit all these things. Le 26:3-6 

13 ‘It will come about that just as 
you were a ®curse among the nations, 
O house of Judah and house of Israel, 
so I will save you that you may be- 
come a blessing. Do not fear; let your 
Rhands be strong.’ —_Je 29:18; Da 9:11 « Ze 8:9 

14 “For thus says the Lorp of 
hosts, ‘Just as I Spurposed to do harm 
to you when your fathers provoked 
Me to wrath,’ says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘and I have not relented, Je 31:28 

15 so I have again purposed in 
these days to ®do good to Jerusalem 
and to the house of Judah. 8Do not 
fear! Je 29:11; Mi 7:18-20 * Ze 8:13 

16 ‘These are the things which 
you should do: speak the truth to one 
another; judge with truth and judg- 
ment for peace in your f gates. 

17 ‘Also let none of you devise evil 
in your heart against another, and do 
not love perjury; for all these are what 
I hate,’ declares the Lorp.” 

18 Then the word of the Lorp of 
hosts came to me, saying, 

19 “Thus says the Lorpb of hosts, 
‘The fast of the ®fourth, the fast of the 
Rfifth, the fast of the seventh and the 
fast of the tenth months will become 
joy, gladness, and cheerful feasts for 
the house of Judah; so love truth and 
peace.’ 2 Ki 25:3, 4; Je 39:2 © Ze 7:3,5 © 2 Ki 25:25; Ze 7:5 

20 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘It will yet be that peoples will come, 
even the inhabitants of many cities. 

21 ‘The inhabitants of one will go 
to another, saying, “Let us go at once 
to Xentreat the favor of the Lorp, and 
to seek the Lorp of hosts; "I will also 
£0.” Ze 7:2 ¢ Or let me go too 
22 ‘So many peoples and mighty 
nations will come to seek the Lorp of 
hosts in Jerusalem and to Rentreat the 
favor of the Lorp,’ Ze 8:21 

23 “Thus says the Lorp of hosts, 
‘In those days ten men from all the na- 
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tions will ®grasp the ‘garment of a 
Jew, saying, “Let us go with you, for 
we have heard that God is with 
you.” ”” Ts 45:14, 24; 60:14 ¢ Or corner of the garment 


Prophecies against Neighboring 
Nations 
The burden of the word of the 
Lorp is against the land of 
Hadrach, with [Damascus as its rest- 
ing place (for the eyes of men, espe- 
cially of all the tribes of Israel, are 
toward the Lorb), Is 17:1; Je 49:23-27; Am 1:3-5 
2 And ®Hamath also, which 
borders on it; 
Tyre and Sidon, though they 
are very wise. Je 49:23 
3 For Tyre built herself a 
Rfortress 
And piled up silver like dust, 
And gold like the mire of the 
streets. Jos 19:29; 2 Sa 24:7 
4 Behold, the Lord will 
Rdispossess her 
And cast her wealth into the 


sea; 
And she will be Sconsumed 
with fire. Eze 26:3-5 © Eze 28:18 
5 Ashkelon will see it and be 
afraid. 
Gaza too will writhe in great 


pain; 
Also Ekron, for her 
expectation has been 


confounded. 

Moreover, the king will perish 
from Gaza, 

And Ashkelon will not be 
inhabited. 

6 Anda mongrel race will dwell 

in RAshdod, 

And I will cut off the pride of 
the Philistines. Am 1:8: Zep 2:4 


7 And I will remove their blood 
from their mouth 
And their detestable things 
from between their teeth. 
Then they also will be a 
remnant for our God, 
And be like a clan in Judah, 
And Ekron like a Jebusite. 
8 But 1 will camp around My 
house because of an army, 
Because of Shim who passes 
by and returns; 
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And 8no oppressor will pass 
over them anymore, 
For now I have seen with My 
eyes Is 52:1 © Is 54:14; 60:18 
t 9 RRejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion! 
Shout in triumph, O daughter 
of Jerusalem! 
’ Behold, your king is coming to 
you, 
He is 8just and endowed with 
salvation, 
Humble, and mounted ona 
donkey, 
Even on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. Zep 3:14, 15; Ze 2:10 « Zep 3:5 
10 I will 8cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim 
And the 8horse from 
Jerusalem; 
And the bow of war will be 
cut off. 
And He will speak peace to 
the nations; 
And His dominion will be 
from sea to sea, 
And from the FRiver to the 
ends of the earth. Ho 1:7« Mi5:10 


Deliverance of Judah and 
Ephraim 
11 As for you also, because of the 
blood of My covenant with 
you, 
I have set your prisoners free 
from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to the ®stronghold, 
O prisoners who have the 


ope; 
This very day I am declaring 
sah I will restore ®double to 
Je 16:19; Joel 3:16 Is 61:7 
13 For i will Rbend Judah as My 


I will “All the bow with 
Ephraim. 
And J will stir up your sons, 
O Zion, against your sons, 
O Greece; 
And I will make you like a 
Rwarrior’s SWOYG. Je 51:20» Ps 45:3 
14 Then the Lorp will appear 
Rover them, 
And His arrow will go forth 
like lightning; 
And the Lord Gop will blow 
the trumpet, 
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And will march in the storm 
winds of the south. 1s 31:5; Ze 2:5 
15 8The Lorp of hosts will defend 
them. 
And they will Rdevott and 
trample on the sling stones; 
And they will drink and be 
boisterous as with wine; 
And they will be filled like a 
sacrificial basin, 
Drenched like the corners of 
the altar. 1s 37:35:'Ze 12:8 « Ze 12:6 
16 And the Lorp their God will 
Rsave them in that day 
As the flock of His people; 
For they are as the stones of a 
crown, 
Sparkling in His land. Je31:10,11 
17 For what comeliness and 
beauty will be "theirs! 
Grain will make the young 
men flourish, and new wine 
the virgins. Je 31:12, 14 « Lit his 


God Will Bless Judah and 

Ephraim 

l Ask rain from the Lorp at the 
time of the spring rain— 

The Lorp who makes the 
storm clouds; 

And He will give them 
showers of rain, vegetation 
in the field to each man. 

2 For the teraphim speak 
iniquity, 

And the 8diviners see lying 
visions 

And tell false dreams; 

They comfort in vain. 

Therefore the people wander 
like sheep, 

They are afflicted, because 
there is no shepherd. — Je27:9 

3 “My anger is kindled against 
the shepherds, 

And J will punish the male 
goats; 

For the Lorp of hosts has 
visited His flock, the house 
of Judah, 

And will make them like His 
majestic horse in battle. 

4 “From them will come the 
cornerstone, 

From them the tent peg, 

From them the bow of ®battle, 
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From them every ruler, all of 

them together. Je 51:20; Ze 9:10 
5 “They will be as mighty men, 

RTreading down the enemy in 
the mire of the streets in 
battle; 

And they will fight, for the 
Lorp will be with them; ; 

And the riders on horses will 
be put to shame. 2 Sa 22:43 

6 “I will strengthen the house of 
Judah, 

And I will save the house of 
Joseph, 

And I will bring them back, 

Because I have had 
compassion on them; 

And they will be as though I 
had not rejected them, 

For I am the Lorp their God 
and I will answer them. 

7 “Ephraim will be like a mighty 
man, 

And their heart will be glad as 
if from wine; 

Indeed, their ®children will see 
it and be glad, 

Their heart will rejoice in the 
Lorp. Is 54:13; Eze 37:25 

8 “I will }whistle for them to 
gather them together, 

For I have redeemed them; 

And they will be as 
Rnumerous as they were 
before. Is 5:26; 7:18, 19 ¢ Je 33:22: Re 7:9 

9 “When I scatter them among 
the peoples, 

They will remember Me in far 
countries, 

And they with their children 
will live and come back. 

10 “I will ®bring them back from 
the land of Egypt 

And gather them from 
Assyria; 

And I will bring them into the 
land of ®Gilead and 
Lebanon 

TUntil no room can be found 
for them. Is 11:11 ¢ Je 50:19 « Lit And 

11 “And they will pass through the 
Rsea of distress 

And He will strike the waves 
in the sea, 

So that all the depths of the 
RNile will dry up; 

And the pride of ®Assyria will 
be brought down 
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And the scepter of Egypt will 
depart. 1s 51:9, 10 « Is 19:5-7 « Zep 2:13 
12 “And I will strengthen them in 
the Lorp, 
And in His name they will 
walk,” declares the Lorp. 


The Doomed Flock 
] l Open your doors, O Lebanon, 
That a ®fire may feed on your 
Rcedars. Je 22:6, 7 ¢ Eze 31:3 
2 Wail, O 'cypress, for the cedar 
has fallen, 
Because the glorious trees 
have been destroyed; 
Wail, O oaks of Bashan, 
For the impenetrable forest 
has come down. Or juniper 
3 There is a sound of the 
shepherds’ ®wail, 
For their glory is ruined; 
There is a 8sound of the young 
lions’ roar, 
For the pride of the Jordan is 
ruined. Je 25:34-36 © Je 2:15; 50:44 
4 Thus says the Lorp my God, 
“Pasture the flock doomed to ®slaugh- 
ter. Ps 44:22; Ze 11:7 
5 “Those who buy them slay 
them and go ®unpunished, and each 
of those who sell them says, ‘Blessed 
be the Lorp, for 8I have become rich!’ 
And their own shepherds have no pity 
on them. Je 50:7 © Ho 12:8; 1 Ti 6:9 
6 “For I will no longer have pity 
on the inhabitants of the land,” de- 
clares the Lorp; “but behold, I will 
Rcause the men to fall, each into an- 
other’s power and into the power of 
his king; and they will strike the land, 
and I will not deliver them from their 
power.” Je 13:14 © Is 9:19-21; Mi 7:2-6; Ze 14:13 
7 So I &pastured the flock 
doomed to slaughter, hence the af- 
flicted of the flock. And I took for my- 
self two staffs: the one I called Favor 
and the other I called Union; so I pas- 
tured the flock. Ze 11:4 
8 Then I annihilated the three 
shepherds in Sone month, for my soul 
was impatient with them, and their 
soul also was weary of me. Ho 5:7 
9 Then I said, “I will not pasture 
you. What is to die, Tlet it die, and 
what is to be annihilated, let it be an- 
nihilated; and let those who are left 
eat one another’s flesh.” Je 15:2 + Or wilt die 
10 I took my staff 8Favor and cut it 
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in pieces, to ®break my covenant 
which I had made with all the peo- 
ples. Ze 11:7 © Ps 89:39; Je 14:21 
11 So it was broken on that day, 
and Fthus the Rafflicted of the flock 
who were watching me realized that it 
was the word of the Lorp. Zep 3:12 
12 I said to them, “If it is good in 
# your sight, give me my wages; but 
if not, never mind!” So they weighed 
out thirty shekels of silver as my 
wages. 1 Ki 5:6; Mal 3:5 ¢ Lit cease 
13 Then the Lorp said to me, 
“Throw it to the potter, that magnif- 
icent price at which I was valued by 
them.” So I took the thirty shekels of 
silver and threw them to the potter in 
the house of the LORD. Ma 27:3-10; Ac 1:18, 19 
14 Then I cut in pieces my second 
staff 8Union, to break the brother- 
hood between Judah and Israel. Ze 11:7 
15 The Lorp said to me, “Take 
again for yourself the equipment of a 
Rfoolish shepherd. Is 6:10-12; Ze 11:17 
16 “For behold, I am going to raise 
up a shepherd in the land who will 
Rnot care for the perishing, seek the 
scattered, heal the broken, or sustain 
the one standing, but will .devour the 
flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their 
hoofs. Je 23:2 © Eze 34:2-6 
17 “2Woe to the worthless 
shepherd 
Who leaves the flock! 
A sword will be on his 
arm 
And on his right eye! 
His arm will be totally 


withered 
And his right eye will be 
blind.” Je 23:1; Ze 10:2; 11:15 


Jerusalem to Be Attacked 
l The Fburden of the word of the 
Lorp concerning Israel. 

Thus declares the Lord who 
stretches out the heavens, lays the 
foundation of the earth, and forms the 
spirit of man within him, 

2 “Behold, I am going to make 
Jerusalem a ®cup that causes reeling 
to all the peoples around; and when 
the siege is against Jerusalem, it will 
also be against Judah. Ps 75:8; Is 51:22, 23 

3 “It will come about in that day 
that I will make Jerusalem a heavy 
Rgtone for all the peoples; all who lift 
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it will be 8severely injured. And all the 
nations of the earth will be gathered 
against it. Da 2:34, 35, 44, 45 © Ma 21:44 

4 “In that day,” declares the 
Lorp, “I will strike every horse with 
bewilderment and his rider with mad- 
ness. But I will watch over the house 
of Judah, while I strike every horse of 
the peoples with blindness. 

5 “Then the clans of Judah will 
say in their hearts, ‘‘A strong support 
for us are the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem through the Lorp of hosts, 
their God.’ Lit My strength is 

6 “In that day I will make the 
clans of Judah like a firepot among 
pieces of wood and a flaming torch 
among sheaves, so they will consume 
on the right hand and on the left all 
the surrounding peoples, while the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem again:dwell on 
their own sites in Jerusalem. 

7 “The Lorp also will ®save the 
tents of Judah first, so that the glory 
of the house of David and the glory of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem will not 
be magnified above Judah. Je 30:18 

8 “In that day the Lorp will ®de- 
fend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and the one who is’ feeble among 
them in that day will be like David, 
and the house of David will be like 
RGod, like the angel of the Lorp be- 
fore them. Joel 3:16; Ze 9:14, 15 © Ps 8:5; 82:6 

9 “And in that day I will 8set 
about to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. Ze 14:2, 3 

10 “I will pour out on the house of 

David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and 
of supplication, so that they will look 
on Me whom they have pierced; and 
they will mourn for Him, as ‘one 
Rmourns for an only son, and they will 
weep bitterly over Him like the bitter 
weeping over a firstborn. Je 6:26; Am 8:10 

11 “In that day there will be great 
Rmourning in Jerusalem, like the 
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
plain of Megiddo. Ma 24:30; Re 1:7 

12 “The land will mourn, every 
family by itself; the family of the 
house of David by itself and their 
wives by themselves; the family of the 
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house of Nathan by itself and their 
wives by themselves; 

13 the family of the house of Levi 
by itself and their wives by them- 
selves; the family of the Shimeites by 
itself and their wives by themselves; 

14 all the families that remain, 
every family by itself and their wives 
by themselves. 


False Prophets Ashamed 

] 5 hee that day a ®fountain will be 
opened for the house of David 

and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

for sin and for impurity. Je 2:13; 17:13 

2 “It will come about in that day,” 
declares the Lorp of hosts, “that I will 
Rcut off the names of the idols from 
the land, and they will no longer be 
remembered; and I will also remove 
the ®prophets and the unclean spirit 
from the land. — Ex 23:13: Ho 2:17 © Je 23:14, 15 

3 “And if anyone still ®prophe- 
sies, then his father and mother who 
gave birth to him will say to him, ‘You 
shall ®not live, for you have spoken 
falsely in the name of the Lorn’; and 
his father and mother who gave birth 
to him will pierce him through when 
he prophesies. Je 23:34 ¢ De 18:20; Eze 14:9 

4 “Also it will come about in that 
day that the prophets will each be 
ashamed of his vision when he proph- 
esies, and they will not put on a hairy 
robe in order to deceive; 

5 but he will say, ‘I am ®not a 
prophet; I am a tiller of the ground, 
for a man ‘sold me as a slave in my 
youth.’ Am 7:14 ¢ Lit caused another to buy me 

6 “And one will say to him, ‘What 
are these wounds between your 
Tarms?’ Then he will say, ‘Those with 
which I was wounded in the house of 


my friends.’ 2 Ki 9:24 Lit hands 
7 “Awake, O sword, against My 
Shepherd, 
And against the man, My 
Associate,” 
Declares the Lorp of 
hosts. 


“Strike the Shepherd that the 
sheep may be scattered; 
And I will Sturn My hand 
against the little ones. 1s 1-25 
8 “It will come about in all the 


Declares the Lorp, 
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“That two parts in it will be cut 
off and perish; 
But the third will be left in it. 

9 “And I will bring the third part 

through the ®fire, 

Refine them as silver is 
refined, 

And test them as gold is 
tested. 

They will call on My name, 

And I will answer them; 

I will say, ‘They are }My 
people,’ 

And they will say, ‘The Lorp is 
my God.” 1s 48:10; Mal 3:3 ¢ Ho 2:23 


God Will Battle Jerusalem’s Foes 
l Behold, a day is coming for the 

Lorp when the spoil taken from 
you will be divided among you. 

2 For I will gather all the nations 
against Jerusalem to battle, and the 
city will be captured, the houses 
plundered, the women ravished and 
half of the city exiled, but the rest of 
the people will not be cut off from the 
city. Ze 12:2,3 © Is 13:16 

3 Then the Lorp will go forth 
and fight against those nations, as 
when He fights on a day of battle. 

4 In that day His feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives, which is in 
front of Jerusalem on the east; and the 
Mount of Olives will be split in its 
middle from east to west by a very 
large valley, so that half of the moun- 
tain will move toward the north and 
the other half toward the south. 

5 You will flee by the valley of 
My mountains, for the valley of the 
mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you 
will flee just as you fled before the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king 
of Judah. "Then the Lorp, my God, 
will come, and all the holy ones with 
Him! Ps 96:13; Is 66:15, 16; Ma 16:27: 25:31 

__ 6 In that day there will be no 
light; the luminaries will dwindle. 

_7 For it will be 8a unique day 
which is known to the Lorp, neither 
day nor night, but it will come about 
that at evening time there will be 
light. Je 30:7; Am 8:9 © Is 45:21; Ac 15:18 

__8 And in that day living waters 
will flow out of Jerusalem, half of 
them toward the eastern sea and the 
other half toward the western sea; it 
will be in summer as well as in winter. 
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God Will Be King over All 

9 And the Lorp will be ®king 
over all the earth; in that day the Lorp 
will be the only one, and His name the 
only one. Is 2:2-4; 45:23; Ze 9:9; 14:16, 17 
_ 10 All the land will be changed 
into a plain from ®Geba to Rimmon 
south of Jerusalem; but Jerusalem 
will rise and remain on its site from 
Benjamin’s Gate as far as the place of 
the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and 
from the ®Tower of Hananel to the 
king’s wine presses. 1 Ki 15:22 Je 31:38 

11 People will live in it, and there 
will no longer be a curse, for Jeru- 
salem will dwell in security. 

12 Now this will be the plague 
- with which the Lorp will strike all the 
_ peoples who have gone to war against 
Jerusalem; their flesh will rot while 
they stand on their feet, and their eyes 
will rot in their sockets, and their 
tongue will rot in their mouth. 

13 It will come about in that day 
that a great panic from the Lorp will 
Tfall on them; and they will ®seize one 
another’s hand, and the hand of one 
will "be lifted against the hand of an- 
other. Lit be among ¢ Ze 11:6 ¢ Lit rise up against 

14 ®Judah also will fight at 
Jerusalem; and the ®wealth of all the 
surrounding nations will be gathered, 
gold and silver and garments in great 
abundance. Ze 12:2, 5 # Is 23:18; Ze 14:1 

15 So also like this 8plague will be 
the plague on the horse, the mule, the 
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camel, the donkey and all the cattle 
that will be in those camps. Ze 14:12 

16 Then it will come about that 
any who are left of all the nations that 
went against Jerusalem will ®go up 
from year to year to worship the King, 
the Lorp of hosts, and to celebrate the 
Feast of Booths. Is 60:6-9; 66:18-21, 23 

17 And it will be that whichever of 
the families of the earth does not go 
up to Jerusalem to worship the ®King, 
the Lorp of hosts, there will be 8no 
rain on them. Ze 14:9, 16 © Je 14:3-6; Am 4:7 

18 Ifthe family of Egypt does not 
go up or enter, then no rain will fall on 
them; it will be the plague with 
which the Lorp smites the nations 
who do not go up to celebrate the 
Feast of Booths. Ze 14:12, 15 

19 This will be the tpunishment of 
Egypt, and the punishment of all the 
nations who do not go up to celebrate 
the Feast of Booths. Lit sin « Lit sin 

20 In that day there will be in- 
scribed on the bells of the horses, 
“HOLY TO THE LORD.” And the 
cooking pots in the Lorp’s house will 
be like the bowls before the altar. 

21 Every cooking pot in Jeru- 
salem and in Judah will be holy to the 
Lorp of hosts; and all who sacrifice 
will come and take of them and boil in 
them. And there will no longer be a 
RCanaanite in the house of the Lorp 
of hosts in that day. Zep 1:11 


MALACHI 


Author: The only Old Testament men- 
tion of Malachi is in 1:1. Noth- 
ing else is known of Malachi, 
not even his father’s name. 
But tradition holds that he too, 
like Zechariah, was a member 
of the Great Synagogue. He is 
generally accepted as the au- 
thor of this book. It is likely that 
Malachi proclaimed his mes- 
sage when Nehemiah was ab- 
sent from Judah between 432 
B.c. and 425 s.c., almost a 
century after Haggai and 
Zechariah began to prophesy. 
Thus, because of its place in 
history and the Old Testament, 
Malachi is a transitional book. 
Its primary themes are consis- 
tent with rest of Old Testament, 
but it also serves as a precur- 
sor to the New Testament. 


Time: C. 432-425 s.c. 


God’s Love for 

Jacob 
The oracle of the word of the Lorp 
to Israel through Malachi. 

2 “I have loved you,” says the 
Lorp. But you say, “How have You 
loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?” declares the Lorp. “Yet I 
Rhave loved Jacob; Ro 9:13 

3 but I have hated Esau, and I 
have made his mountains a desolation 
and appointed his inheritance for the 
jackals of the wilderness.” 

4 Though Edom says, “We have 
been ®beaten down, but we will return 
and build up the ruins”; thus says the 
Lorpb of hosts, “They may build, but I 
will tear down; and men will call them 
the wicked territory, and the people 
toward whom the Lorp is indignant 
Rforever.” Je 5:17 © Eze 35:9; Ob 10 

5 Your eyes will see this and you 
will say, “?The Lorp be magnified be- 
yond the border of Israel!” ps 35:27: Mi 5-4 


Key Verse: Mal 2:17 


Theme: In Malachi, the days of politi- 
cal upheaval are past, and the 
country is living in an un- 
eventful waiting period. The 
people are waiting for Messiah 
to bring the glorious restora- 
tion of their nation to the re- 
newed prominence of the 
Davidic and Solomonic period. 
There is a sense the people 
are losing touch with God dur- 
ing this rather uneventful time. 
The old problem with idol wor- 
ship is gone, but other prob- 
lems have taken its place. 
Malachi’s role is to call them 
back to a genuine enduring 
faith in God. His dominant ad- 
monition is for a personal re- 
lationship with the living God, 
who seeks men to walk with 
Him (2:6) 


Sin of the Priests 
6 “‘A son ®honors his father, and 
a servant his master. Then if lama 
father, where is My honor? And if I 
am a master, where is My respect?’ 
says the Lorp of hosts to you, O 
Rpriests who despise My name. But 
you say, ‘How have we despised Your 
name?’ Ex 20:12; Pr 30:11, 17 © Zep 3:4; Mal 2:1-9 
7 “You are presenting Rdefiled 
food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How 
have we defiled You?’ In that you say, 
‘The ®table of the Lorp is to be de- 
spised.’ Mal 1:8, 13 ¢ Le 3:11; 21:6, 8 © Mal 1:12 
8 “But when you present the 
blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And 
when you present the lame and sick, 
is it not evil? Why not offer it to your 
Rgovernor? Would he be pleased with 
you? Or would he _ receive you 
kindly?” says the Lorp of hosts. Hag 1:1 
9 “But now will you not entreat 
God’s favor, that He may be gracious 
to us? With such an offering on your 
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part, will He Rreceive any of ‘you 
kindly?” says the Lorp of hosts. am5:22 

10 “Oh that there were one among 
you who would ®shut the gates, that 
you might not uselessly kindle fire on 
My altar! I am not pleased with you,” 
says the Lorp of hosts, “nor will I ac- 
cept an offering from you. Is 1:13 

11 “For from the ®rising of the sun 
even to its setting, 3My name will be 
Rereat among the nations, and in 
every place incense is going to be of- 
fered to My name, and a grain offer- 
ing that is pure; for My name will be 
great among the nations,” says the 
LORD of hosts. Is 45:6 # Ps 111:9 © Is 66:18, 19 

12 “But you are ®profaning it, in 
that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is 
defiled, and as for its fruit, its food is 
to be despised,’ Mal 1:7 

13 “You also say, ‘My, how tire- 
some it is!’ And you disdainfully sniff 
at it,” says the Lorp of hosts, “and you 
bring what was taken by robbery and 
what is lame or sick; so you bring the 
offering! Should I receive that from 
your hand?” says the Lorp. 

14 “But cursed be the 8swindler 
who has a male in his flock and vows 
it, but sacrifices a blemished animal 
to the Lord; for I am a great King,” 
says the Lorp of hosts, “and My name 
is feared among the nations.” = Ac5:1-4 


Priests to Be Disciplined 
“And now this commandment is 
for you, O priests. 

2 “If you do not listen, and if you 
do not take it to heart to give honor to 
My name,” says the Lorp of hosts, 
“then I will send the curse upon you 
and I will curse your blessings; and 
indeed; I have cursed them already, 
because you are not taking it to heart. 

3 “Behold, 1 am going to 8rebuke 
your offspring, and I will §spread re- 
fuse on your faces, the refuse of your 
Rfeasts; and you will be taken away 
Twith it. Le 26:16; De 28:38 * Na 3:6 © Ex 29:14 

4 “Then you will know that I 
have sent this commandment to you, 
that My covenant may continue with 
Levi,” says the Lorp of hosts. 

5 “My covenant with him was 
one of life and ®peace, and I gave them 
to him as an object of Treverence; so 
he Rrevered Me and stood in awe of 
My name. Nu 25:12 Or fear * Nu 25:7, 8, 13 
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6 “True instruction was in his 
mouth and unrighteousness was not 
found on his lips; he walked with Me 
in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity. 

7 “For the lips of a priest should 
preserve ®knowledge, and ‘men 
should seek instruction from his 
mouth; for he is the messenger of the 
Lorp of hosts. Le 10:11; Ne 8:7 « Lit they * Hag 1:13 

8 “But as for you, you have 
turned aside from the way; you have 
caused many to stumble by the in- 
struction; you have 8corrupted the 
covenant of Levi,” says the Lorp of 
hosts. Je 18:15 ¢ Nu 25:12, 13; Ne 13:29; Eze 44:10 

9 “So 8I also have made you de- 
spised and ®abased ‘before all the 
people, just as you are not keeping 
My ways but are showing partiality in 
the instruction. Na 3:6 © Eze 7:26 ¢ Lit to 


Sin in the Family 
10 “Do we not all have one father? 
RHas not one God created us? Why do 
we deal treacherously each against 
his brother so as to profane the 
covenant of our fathers? Ac 17:24f 
11 “Judah has dealt ®treacher- 
ously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; 
for Judah has ®profaned the sanctu- 
ary of the Lorp which He loves and 
has married the daughter of a foreign 
god. Je 3:7-9 © Ez 9:1, 2 
12 “As for the man who does this, 
may the ®Lorp cut off from the tents 
of Jacob everyone who awakes and 
answers, or who presents an offering 
to the Lorp of hosts. Eze 24:21; Ho 9:12 
13 “This is Tanother thing you do: 
you cover the altar of the Lorp with 
tears, with weeping and with groan- 
ing, because He ®no longer regards 
the offering or accepts it with favor 
from your hand. Lit second ¢ Je 11:14; 14:12 
14 “Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ 
Because the Lorp has been a witness 
between you and the ®wife of your 
youth, against whom you have dealt 
Rtreacherously, though she is your 
companion and your wife by 
covenant. Is 54:6'¢ Je 9:2; Mal 3:5 
15 “But not one has ®done so who 
has a remnant of the Spirit. And what 
did that one do while he was seeking 
a godly offspring? Take heed then to 
your spirit, and let no one deal treach- 
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erously against the wife of your 
youth. Ge 2:24; Ma 19:4, 5 
16 “For I hate divorce,” says the 
Lorp, the God of Israel, “and him who 
covers his garment with ®wrong,” 
says the Lorp of hosts. “So take heed 
to your spirit, that you do not deal 
treacherously.” Ps 73:6: Is 59:6 

17 You have ®wearied the Lorp 
with your words. Yet you say, “How 
have we wearied Him?” In that you 
say, “REveryone who does evil is good 
in the sight of the Lorp, and He ®de- 
lights in them,” or, “Where is the God 
of justice?” Is 43:22, 24 « Is 5:20; Zep 1:12 © Job 9:24 


The Purifier 

“RBehold, I am going to send My 

messenger, and he will ®clear the 
way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His 
temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant, in whom you delight, be- 
hold, He is coming,” says the Lorpb of 
hosts. Ma 11:10, 14; Mk 1:2; Lk 1:76; 7:27 ¢ Is 40:3 
a 2 “But who can endure the day of 
His coming? And who can stand 
when He appears? For He is like a re- 
finer’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 

3 “He will sit as a smelter and pu- 
rifier of silver, and He will ®purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, so that they may ®present 
to the Lorp offerings in righteous- 
ness. Is 1:25; Da 12:10 # Ps 4:5; 51:19 

4 “Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be 8pleasing to the 
Lorp as in the 8days of old and as in 
former years. Ps 51:17-19 © 2 Ch 7:1-3, 12 

5 “Then I will draw near to you 
for judgment; and I will be a swift wit- 
ness against the Rsorcerers and 
against the adulterers and against 
those who swear falsely, and against 
those who oppress the wage earner in 
his wages, the widow and the orphan, 
and those who turn aside the alien 
and do not fear Me,” says the Lorp of 
hosts. De 18:10; Je 27:9, 10 © Eze 22:9-11 

6 “For I, the Lorn, do not change; 
therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are 
not consumed. 

7 “From the days of your fathers 
you have turned aside from My 
Statutes and have not kept them. ®Re- 
turn to Me, and I will return to you,” 
says the Lorp of hosts. “But you say, 
‘How shall we return?’ Ze 1:3 
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You Have Robbed God 
8 “Will a man Frob God? Yet you 
are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How 
have we robbed You?’ In &tithes and 
offerings. Ne 13:11, 12 
9 “You are ®cursed with a curse, 
for you are Frobbing Me, the whole 
nation of you! Mal 2:2 
10 “Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, so that there may be food 
in My house, and test Me now in this,” 
says the Lorp of hosts, “if I will not 
open for you the windows of heaven 
and ®pour out for you a blessing until 
Fit overflows. Ps 78:23-29 ¢ Eze 34:26 
11 “Then I will rebuke the ¥de- 
vourer for you, so that it will not ™de- 
stroy the fruits of the ground; nor will 
your vine in the field cast its grapes,” 
says the Lorp of hosts. Joel 1:4; 2:25 « Lit ruin 
12 “RAI] the nations will call you 
blessed, for you shall be a delightful 
land,” says the Lorp of hosts. Is 61:9 
13 “Your words have been ‘arro- 
gant against Me,” says the Lorn. “Yet 
you say, ‘What have we spoken 
against You?’ Lit strong 
14 “You have said, ‘It is ®vain to 
serve God; and what ®profit is it that 
we have kept His charge, and that we 
have walked in mourning before the 
Lorp of hosts? Je 2:25; 18:12 © Is 58:3 
15 ‘So now we &call the arrogant 
blessed; not only are the doers of 
wickedness built up but they also test 
God and Rescape.’” 1s 2:22: Mal 4:1 * Je 7:10 


The Book of Remembrance 
yw 16 Then those who feared the 
Lorp spoke to one another, and 
the Lorp ®gave attention and heard it, 
and a ®book of remembrance was 
written before Him for those who 
"fear the Lorp and who esteem His 
name. Ps 34:15; Je 31:18-20 ¢ Is 4:3: Da 12:1 
17 “They will be ®Mine,” says the 
Lorp of hosts, “on the day that I pre- 
pare My own possession, and | will 
spare them as a man spares his own 
son who serves him.” Is 43:1 © Is 4:2 
18 So you will again distinguish 
between the righteous and the 
wicked, between one who serves God 
and one who does not serve Him. 


WB 3:2 % 3:7-12 3:8 0rdefraud 3:9 Or 
defrauding 3:10 Or there is not room enough 
% 3:16-18 Or defraud 3:16 Or revere(d) 
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Final Admonition 
4 Wael behold, the day is coming, 
burning like a furnace; and all the 
arrogant and every evildoer will be 
Rchaff; and the day that is coming will 
set them ablaze,” says the Lorp of 
hosts, “so that it will leave them nei- 
ther root nor branch.” Is 5:24; Ob 18 
2 “But for you who Ffear My 
name, the ®sun of righteousness will 
rise with healing in its wings; and you 
will go forth and skip about like 
calves from the stall. 2 Sa 23:4; Is 30:26; 60:1 
3 “You will 8tread down the 
wicked, for they will be Rashes under 
the soles of your feet on the day 
which I am preparing,” says the Lorp 
of hosts. Job 40:12; Is 26:6; Mi 5:8 ¢ Eze 28:18 ¢ Mal 3:17 
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4 “RRemember the law of Moses 

My servant, even the statutes and or- 

dinances which I commanded him in 

Horeb for all Israel. De 4:23; 8:11, 19 

5 “Behold, I am going to send 

you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and terrible day 
of the Lorp. 

6 “He will restore the hearts of 

the fathers to their children and 

the hearts of the children to their fa- 

thers, so that I will not come and 

smite the land with a curse.” Lk 1:17 


4:2 Or revere 2 4:6 
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MATTHEW 


Author: The early church uniformly at- 
tributed this Gospel to 
Matthew, and no tradition to 
the contrary ever emerged. 
This book was known early 
and accepted quickly. Matthew 
occupied the unpopular post 
of tax collector in Capernaum 
for the Roman government, 
and as a result he was no 
doubt disliked by his Jewish 
countrymen. He was chosen 
as one of the twelve apostles, 
and the last appearance of his 
name in the Bible is in Acts 
1:13. Matthew’s life from that 
point on is veiled in tradition. 


Time: Cc. 4 B.c.—A.D. 33 
Key Verse: Ma 16:16-19 


The Genealogy of Jesus the 
Messiah 
The ‘record of the genealogy of 
Jesus the Messiah, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham: Lit book 

2 Abraham ‘was the father of 
Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of ‘Judah and his 
brothers. Lit fathered, and throughout the genealogy 

3 Judah was the father of Perez 
and Zerah by Tamar, ®Perez was the 
father of Hezron, and Hezron the fa- 
ther of Ram. Ru 4:18-22; 1 Ch 2:1-15; Ma 1:3-6 

4 Ram was the father of Ammi- 
nadab, Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 
Salmon. 

5 Salmon was the father of Boaz 
by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed 
by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 

6 Jesse was the father of David 
the king. 

David ®was the father of Solomon 
by FBathsheba who had been the wife 
of Uriah. 2. Sa 11:27; 12:24 


Theme: Matthew Is typically described 
as the story of Jesus written by 
a Jew for Jewish people. In this 
context it contains the most 
references to Jewish culture 
and the Old Testament of the 
Gospels. The author’s main 
purpose seems to be proving to 
his Jewish readers that Jesus is 
their Messiah. Matthew is also 
the fullest systematic account 
of Christ’s teachings. These 5 
“blocks” of teaching are one of 
the key differences with the 
other Gospels: Chapters 5—7 
The Sermon on the Mount; 
Chapter 10 The Mission 
Charge; Chapter 13 The Para- 
bles of the Kingdom; Chapter 
18 The Church; Chapters 
23-25 Judgment and the End 
of the World 


7 Solomon was the father of Re- 
hoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abi- 
jah, and Abijah the father of Asa. 

8 Asa was the father of Je- 
hoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah. 

9 Uzziah was the father of 
Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, 
and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 

10 Hezekiah was the father of Ma- 
nasseh, Manasseh the father of 
TAmon, and Amon the ®father of 
Josiah. Gr Ame 1Ch3:14 

11 Josiah became the father of Je- 
coniah and his brothers, at the time of 
the deportation to Babylon. 

12 After the deportation to Baby- 
lon: Jeconiah became the father of 
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel. 2 Ki 24:14f; Je 27:20; Ma 1:17 


1:2 Gr Judas; names of people in the Old Testament 
are given in their Old Testament form 1:6 Lit her of 
Uriah 
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13 Zerubbabel was the father of 
Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, 
and Eliakim the father of Azor. 

14 Azor was the father of Zadok, 
Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud. 

15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar, 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and 
Matthan the father of Jacob. 

16 Jacob was the father of 
Joseph the husband of Mary, by 
whom Jesus was born, 8who is called 
the Messiah. Ma 27:17, 22; Lk 2:11; Jo 4:25 

17 So all the generations from 
Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations; from David to the de- 
portation to Babylon, fourteen gen- 
erations; and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen 
generations. 


Conception and Birth of Jesus 
y* 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was as follows: when His 
Rmother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she 
was found to be with child by the 
Holy Spirit. Ma 12:46; Lk 1:27 © Lk 1:35 

19 And Joseph her husband, 
being a righteous man and not want- 
ing to disgrace her, planned F8to send 
her away secretly. De 22:20-24; 24:1-4: Jo 8:4,5 

20 But when he had considered 
this, behold, an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to him in a dream, saying, 
“RJoseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 
the Child who has been Fconceived in 
her is of the Holy Spirit. Lk 2:4 

21 “She will bear a Son; and you 
shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” 

22 Now all this took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: Lk 24:44; Ro 1:2-4 

23 “RBEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE 
WITH RCHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, 
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME Im- 
MANUEL,” Which translated means, 
“RGOD WITH US.” Is 7:14 © Is 9:6, 7 © Is 8:10 

24 And Joseph Tawoke from his 
sleep and did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him, and took Mary as 
his wife, Lit got up 

25 ‘but kept her a virgin until she 
Rgave birth to a Son; and he called 
His name Jesus. Lk 2:7 © Ma 1:21; Lk 2:21 


1064 


The Visit of the Magi , 

Now after Jesus was born in Beth- 

lehem of Judea in the days of 
RHerod the king, ‘magi from the east 
arrived in Jerusalem, saying, Lk 1:5 

2 “Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews? For we saw 
RHis star in the east and have come to 
worship Him.” Nu 24:17 

3 When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all Jeru- 
salem with him. ; 

4 Gathering together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the ™Messiah 
was to be born. Gr Christos (Christ) 

5 They said to him, “8In Bethle- 
hem of Judea; for this is what has 
been written by the prophet: Jo 7:42 

6 ‘RAND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF 

JUDAH, 

ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST 
AMONG THE LEADERS OF 
JUDAH; 

FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME 
FORTH A RULER 

WHO WILL SHEPHERD My PEOPLE 
ISRAEL.” Mi 5:2; Jo 7:42 

7 Then Herod secretly called the 
magi and determined from them the 
exact time the star appeared. Nu 24:17 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search carefully for 
the Child; and when you have found 
Him, report to me, so that I too may 
come and worship Him.” 

9 After hearing the king, they 
went their way; and the star, which 
they had seen in the east, went on be- 
fore them until it came and stood over 
the place where the Child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
yx 11 After coming into the house 

_ they saw the Child with "Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the 
ground and 8worshiped Him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they pre- 
sented to Him gifts of gold, frankin- 
cense,and myrrh. Ma 1:18; 12:46 * Ma 14:33 

12 And having been warned by 
God in a dream not to return to 


Y VAG? “3% 118-21.) £19 Or to-dtvorce her 
1:20 Lit begotten 1:25 Lit and was not knowing 
her 2:1 A caste of wise men specializing in 
astronomy, astrology, and natural science 

YH I:41-14 
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Herod, the magi left for their own 
country by another way. 


The Flight to Egypt 

13 Now when they had gone, be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord *appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 
up! Take the Child and His mother 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is going to 
search for the Child to destroy Him.” 

14 So ‘Joseph got up and took the 
Child and His mother while it was still 
night, and left for Egypt. Lit he 

15 He remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “8Out or Eeypt I 
CALLED RMy Son.” © Ho 11:1; Nu 24:8 « Ex 4:22f 


Herod Slaughters Babies 

16 Then when Herod saw that he 
had been tricked by ®the magi, he be- 
came very enraged, and sent and 
Rslew all the male children who were 
in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from 
two years old and under, according to 
the time which he had determined 
from the magi. Ma 2:1 ¢ Is 59:7 

17 Then what had been spoken 
through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled: 

18 “A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, 
WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, 
RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER 

CHILDREN; 
AND SHE REFUSED TO BE 
COMFORTED, 
BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE.” 
19 But when Herod died, be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord *®ap- 
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
and said, Ma 1:20; 2:12, 13, 22 

20 “Get up, take the Child and His 
mother, and go into the land of Israel; 
for those who sought the Child’s life 
are dead.” 

21 So ‘Joseph got up, took the 
Child and His mother, and came into 
the land of Israel. Lit he 

22 But when he heard _ that 
Archelaus was reigning over Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. Then after being 
Rwarned by God in a dream, he left for 
the regions of Galilee, Ma 2:12, 13, 19 

23 and came and lived in a city 
called Nazareth. This was to fulfill 
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what was 
prophets: 
Nazarene.” 


spoken through. the 
“He shall be called a 
Lk 1:26; 2:39; Jo 1:45, 46 


The Preaching of John the 
Baptist 

Now in those days John the Bap- 

tist *came, preaching in the wilder- 
ness of Judea, saying, 

2 “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” Ma 4:17 

3 For this is the one referred to 
by Isaiah the prophet when he said, 

“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE 
WILDERNESS, 
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE 
Lorpb, 
MAKE HISs PATHS STRAIGHT!” 

4 Now John himself had a gar- 
ment of camel’s hair and a leather 
belt around his waist; and his food 
was 8locusts and wild honey. © Le11:22 

5 Then Jerusalem ®was going out 
to him, and all Judea and all 8the dis- 
trict around the Jordan; Mk 1:5 © Lk 3:3 

6 and they were being baptized 
by him in the Jordan River, as they 
confessed their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood 
of vipers, who warned you to flee 
from ®the wrath to come? 1 Th 1:10 

8 “Therefore bear fruit 8in keep- 

ing with repentance; Ac 26:20 

9 and do not suppose that you 
can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra- 
ham for our father’; for I say to you 
that from these stones God is able to 
raise up children to Abraham. 

10 “The axe is already laid at the 
root of the trees; therefore every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 13:9 
aiat 11 “As for me, I baptize you 

Fwith water for repentance, but 
He who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, and I am not fit to remove His 
sandals; He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 

12 “His winnowing fork is in His 
hand, and He will thoroughly clear 
His threshing floor; and He will 
Rgather His wheat into the barn, but 


% 2:19-23 % 3:8-9 3% 3:11 3:11 The Gr 
here can be translated in, with or by 
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He will burn up the ®chaff with un- 
quenchable fire.” Ma 13:30 ¢ Ps 1:4 


The Baptism of Jesus 

13 Then Jesus *arrived ®from 
Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, 
to be baptized by him. Ma 2:22 

14 But John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, “I have need to be baptized by 
You, and do You come to me?” 

15 But Jesus answering said to 
him, “Permit it at this time; for in this 
way it is fitting for us ®to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he *permitted 
Him. Ps 40:7, 8; Jo 4:34; 8:29 

16 After being baptized, Jesus 
came up immediately from the water; 
and behold, the heavens were opened, 
and ®he saw the Spirit of God de- 
scending as a dove and lighting on 
Him, Mk 1:10; Lk 3:22; Jo 1:32; Ac 7:56 

17. and behold, a voice out of the 
heavens said, “This is "My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” 


The Temptation of Jesus 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit 
into the wilderness ®to be tempted 
by the devil. He 4:15; Jam 1:14 
ee 2 And after He had ®fasted forty 
days and forty nights, He 'then 
became hungry. Ex 34:28; 1 Ki 19:8 
3 And ®the tempter came and 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones be- 
come bread.” 1Th 3:5 
4 But He answered and said, “It 
is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON 
BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT 
PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF Gob.’” 
5 Then the devil *took Him into 
the holy city and had Him stand on 
the pinnacle of the temple, 
6 and *said to Him, “If You are 
the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down; for it is written, 
‘RHE WILL COMMAND His ANGELS 
CONCERNING YOU’; 
and 
‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR 
YOU UP, 
SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE 
YOUR FOOT AGAINST A 
STONE.” Ps 91:11, 12 
7 Jesus said to him, “TOn the 
other hand, it is written, ‘“You sHALL 
NOT PUT THE LORD youR GOD TO THE 
TESTS Lit Again ° De 6:16 
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8 RAgain, the devil *took Him to 

a very high mountain and *showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory; Ma 16:26; 1 Jo 2:15-17 
9 and he said to Him, “RAll these 
things I will give You, if You fall down 
and worship me.” 1 Co 10:20f 
10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, 
Satan! For it is written, ‘"You 
SHALL: WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR: GOD; 
AND SERVE HIM ONLY.” De 6:13; 10:20 
11 Then the devil *left Him; and 
behold, 8angels came and began to 
minister to Him. —_ Ma 26:53; Lk 22:43; He 1:14 


Jesus Begins His Ministry 

Now when Jesus heard that 
John had been taken into custody, He 
withdrew into Galilee; 

13 and leaving Nazareth, He came 
and settled in Capernaum, which is by 
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. 

14 This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 

15 “8 THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE 

LAND OF NAPHTALI, 

BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND 
THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE 
FGENTILES— Is 9:1 

16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING 

IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT 
LIGHT, 

AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING 
IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF 
DEATH, 

UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” 

17 From that time Jesus began to 
preach and say, “®Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ma32 


The First Disciples 

Now as Jesus was walking by 
the Sea of Galilee, He saw two broth- 
ers, Simon who was called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea; for they were fishermen. 

19 And He *said to them, “'Follow 
Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” Lit Come here after Me 

20 Immediately they left their nets 
and followed Him. 

21 Going on from there He saw 
two other brothers, James the son of 


3:17 Or My Son, the Beloved %* 4:2-4 4:2 Lit 
later became; or afterward became %%* 4:6 
Y 4:10-11 4:15 Lit nations, usually non-Jewish 
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Zebedee, and John his brother, in the 
boat with Zebedee their father, mend- 
ing their nets; and He called them. 

22 Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed Him. 


Ministry i in Galilee 

23 Jesus was going chinoughout all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness 
among the people. 

24 The news about Him spread 
throughout all Syria; and they 
brought to Him all who were ill, those 
suffering with various diseases and 
pains, demoniacs, ®epileptics, paralyt- 
ics; and He healed them. Ma 17:15 
25 Large crowds "followed Him 
_ from Galilee and the Decapolis and 
Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond 
the Jordan. Mk 3:7, 8; Lk 6:17 © Mk 5:20; 7:31 


The Sermon on the Mount; The 
Beatitudes 
RWhen Jesus saw the crowds, He 
went up on the ‘mountain; and 
after He sat down, His disciples came 
to Him. Ma ch 5-7; Lk 6:20-49 ¢ Or hill 
2 He opened His mouth and 
began to teach them, saying, 
3 “RBlessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Ma 5:3-12; Lk 6:20-23 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are ®the Fgentle, for 
they shall inherit the earth. Ps 37:11 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. 1s 55:1, 2; Jo 4:14; 6:48ff; 7:37 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are ®the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God. Ps 24:4 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who have 
been ®persecuted for the sake of right- 
eousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 1 Pe 3:14 
11 “Blessed are you when people 
Rinsult you and persecute you, and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of Me. 1 Pe 4:14 
12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven is great; for in the 
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same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 


Disciples and the World 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; 
but Rif the salt has become tasteless, 
how 'can it be made salty again? It is 
no longer good for anything, except 
to be thrown out and trampled under 
foot by men. Mk 9:50; Lk 14:34f Lit will 
14 “You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 
5 nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a ‘basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all 
who are in the house. Or peck-measure 
16 “Let your light shine before 
men in such a way that they may 8see 
your good works, and ®glorify your 
Father who is in heaven: 1 Pe 2:12* Ma 9:8 
17. “Do not think that I came to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish but to fulfill. 
18 “For truly I say to you, ®until 
heaven and earth pass away, not 
the smallest letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is accom- 
plished. Ma 24:35; Lk 16:17 
19 “Whoever then annuls one of 
the least of these commandments, 
and teaches others to do the same, 
shall be called least 8in the kingdom 
of heaven; but whoever keeps and 
teaches them, he shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. Ma 11:11 
20 “For I say to you that unless 
your ®righteousness surpasses that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Lk 18:11, 12 


Personal Relationships 
21 “You have heard that the an- 
cients were told, ‘“You SHALL NOT 
COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever com- 
mits murder shall be ‘liable to the 
court.’ Ma 5:27, 33, 38, 43 © Ex 20:13; De 5:17 
22 “But I say to you that every- 
one who is angry with his 
brother shall be guilty before ®the 
court; and whoever says to his 
brother, ‘“You good-for-nothing,’ shall 
be 'guilty before "the supreme court; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be 


YF 5:3-16 5:5 Or humble, meek %~* 5:18-20 
5:21 Or guilty before %~* 5:22-24 5:22 Or empty- 
head; Gr Raka (Raca) fr Aram reqa 5:22 Lit the 
Sanhedrin 
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guilty enough to go into the "fiery 
hell. De 16:18; 2 Ch 19:5f Or liable to 

23 “Therefore if you are ®present- 
ing your ‘offering at the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has 
something against you, = Ma5:24« Orgift 

24 leave your offering there be- 
fore the altar and go; first be 8recon- 
ciled to your brother, and then come 
and present your offering. — Ro 12:17, 18 

25 “Make friends quickly with 
your opponent at law while you are 
with him on the way, so that your op- 
ponent may not hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge to the officer, and 
you be thrown into prison. 

26 “Truly I say to you, you will 
not come out of there until you have 
paid up the last Fcent. Lk 12:59 

27 “You have heard that it was 
said, ‘RYou SHALL NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY’; Ma 5:21, 33, 38, 43 © Ex 20:14; De 5:18 

28 but I say to you that everyone 
who looks at a woman with lust-for 
her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. 

29 “SIf your right eye makes you 
Tstumble, tear it out and throw it from 
you; for it is better for you to lose one 
of the parts of your body, than for 
your whole body to be thrown into 
Rhell. Ma 18:9; Mk 9:47 ¢ Le. sin © Ma 5:22 

30 “If your right hand makes you 
stumble, cut it off and throw it from 
you; for it is better for you to lose one 
of the parts of your body, than for 
your whole body to go into hell. 

31 “It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS 
HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CER- 
TIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; 

32 but I say to you that everyone 
who divorces his wife, except for 
the reason of unchastity, makes her 
commit adultery; and whoever mar- 
a divorced woman commits adul- 

ery. 

33 “Again, you have heard that the 
ancients were told, ‘You SHALL NOT 
MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL 
YOUR VOWS TO THE LorD.’ Lit oaths 

34 “But I say to you, make no 
oath at all, either by heaven, for it is 
Rthe throne of God, Jam 5:12 « Is 66:1: Ma 23:22 

35 or by the earth, for it is the 
footstool of His feet, or by Jeru- 
salem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT 
KING. Is 66:1; Ac 7:49 © Or toward « Ps 48:2 

36 “Nor shall you make an oath by 
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your head, for you cannot make one 
hair white or black.) 
37 “But let your statement be, 
“Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond 
these is Tof evil. == ~~ Orfrom the evilone — 
38 ““You have heard that it was 
said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH 
FORA TOOTH. == ©) Ma5:21, 27,33, 43 
~ 39) “But I say to you, do not resist 
an evil person; but }whoever slaps you 
on your right cheek, turn the other to 
him also. = ©. -Ma5:39-42: Lk 6:29, 30;1:Co 6:7 
40 “If anyone wants to sue you 
and take your Fshirt, let him have your 
FTcoat also. Lit cloak; i.e. an outer garment 
41 “Whoever "forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two. : Lit will force 
42 “Give to him who asks of you; 
and do not turn away from him who 
wants to borrow from you. — A 
43 “RYou ‘have heard that: it was 
said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
and hate your enemy.’ Ma 5:21, 27, 33, 38 
44 “But I say to you, 8love your 
enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, Lk 6:27; 23:34; Ac 7:60; Ro 12:20 
45 so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the right- 
eous and the unrighteous. 
46 “For 8if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? Lk 6:32 
47 “If you greet only your broth- 
ers, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do 
the same? 
48 “Therefore ®you are to be per- 
fect, as your heavenly Father is’ per- 
fect. Le 19:2; De 18:13; 2 Co 7:1; Ph 3:12-15 


op Yee 
EP TBO 


Giving to the Poor and Prayer 
Gower of practicing your right- 
Weousness before men to be no- 
ticed by them; otherwise you have no 
reward with your Father who is in 
heaven. Ma 6:5, 16; 23:5 
2 “So when you give to the poor, 
do not sound a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues 


5:22 Lit Gehenna of fire 5:26 Lit quadrans 
(equaling two mites); i.e. 1/64 of a daily wage 
Y §:27-32 5:40 Lit tunic; ie. a garment worn 
next to the body 5:40 Lit cloak; i.e. an outer 
garment °* 5:44 3 5:46-48 


| 
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and in the streets, so that they may be 
honored by men. Truly I say to you, 


they have their reward in full. 


_ 3 “But when you ‘give to the poor, 
do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, Or give alms 

4 so that your 'giving will be in 
secret; and 8your Father who sees 
what is done in secret will reward 
you. Or alms ¢ Je 17:10; Ma 6:6, 18; He 4:13 

5 “When you pray, you are not 

to be like the hypocrites; for they 

love to 8stand and pray in the syna- 
gogues and on the street corners so 
that they may be seen by men. ®Truly 
I say to you, they have their reward in 
full. Mk 11:25; Lk 18:11, 13 « Ma 6:2, 16; Lk 6:24 
~ 6 “But you, when you pray; go 


into your inner room, close your door 


and pray to your Father who is in se- 
cret, and your Father who sees what 
is done in secret will reward you. 

7 “And when you are praying, do 
not use meaningless repetition as the 
Gentiles do, for they suppose that 
they will be heard for their many 
words. 1 Ki 18:26f 

8 “So do not be like them; for 


- your Father knows what you need be- 


fore you ask Him. 
9 “Pray, then, in this way: 
‘Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
10 ‘Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
11 ‘Give us this day our daily 
bread. Pr 30:8; Is 33:16; Lk 11:3 
12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as 
we also have forgiven our 
debtors. 
13 ‘And do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from Xevil. [For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. 
Amen.’} Ma 5:37 
14 “For if you forgive ‘others for 
their transgressions, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. Gr anthropoi 

15 “But if you do not forgive oth- 
ers, then your Father will not forgive 
your transgressions. Ma 18:35 


Fastin ngs The True Treasure; 
Wealth (Mammon) 

16 “Whenever you fast, do not 
put on a gloomy face as the hyp- 
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ocrites do, for they neglect their ap- 
pearance so that they will be noticed 
by men when they are fasting. Truly 
I say to you, they have their reward in 
full. Is 58:5 ¢ Ma 6:2 

17 “But you, when you fast, anoint 
your head and wash your face 
wr 18 so that your fasting will not 

be noticed by men, but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your 8Fa- 
ther who sees what is done:in secret 
will reward you. Ma 6:4, 6 

19 “Do not store up for your- 

selves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 

20 “But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where 
thieves do not break in or steal; 

21 for ®where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. — Lk 12:34 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the 
body; so then if your eye is clear, your 
whole body will be full of light. 

23 “But if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light that is in you is dark- 
ness, how great is the darkness! or evil 

24 “No one can serve two mas- 

ters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and Fwealth. 


The Cure for Anxiety 
he 25 “For this reason I say to you, 
do not be worried about your 
Tlife, as to what you will eat or what 
you will drink; nor for your body, as 
to what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Ma 6:25-33: Lk 12:22-31 « Lit soul 
26 “Look at the birds of the ‘air, 
that they do not sow, nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heav- 
enly Father feeds them. Are you not 
worth much more than they? Lit heaven 
27 “And who of you by being wor- 
ried can 8add a single ‘hour to his 
Tlife? Ps 39:5 © Lit cubit (approx 18 in.) ¢ Or height 
28 “And why are you worried 
about clothing? Observe how the lilies 


Y 65-16 3% 6:18 % 6:19-21 % 6:24 
6:24 Gr mamonas, for Aram mamon (mammon); i.e. 
wealth, etc., personified as an object of worship 
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of the field grow; they do not toil nor 
do they spin, lid 

_ 29 yet I-say to you that not even 
Solomon in all his glory clothed him- 
self like one of these. 

~ 30 “But if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which is.alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, 
will He not much more clothe you? 
You of little faith! 

31 “Do not worry then, saying, 
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for 
clothing?’ 

32. “For the Gentiles eagerly seek 
all these things; for 8your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these 
things. Ma 6:8; Ph 4:19 

33 “But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be ‘added to you. or provided 

34 “So do not worry about tomor- 
row; for tomorrow will care for itself. 
TEach day has enough trouble of its 
own. Lit Sufficient for the day is its evils 


Judging Others ¥ 

Y hears not judge so that you wil 
yr not be judged. 

2 “For in the way you judge, you 
will be judged; and ®by your standard 
of measure, it will be measured to 
you. 5 Mk 4:24; Lk 6:38 

3 “Why do you 8look at the speck 
that is in your brother’s eye, but do 
not notice the log that is in your own 
eye? Ro 2:1 

4 “ROr how "can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye, and behold, the log is in 
your own eye? Lk 6:42 ¢ Lit will 

5 “You hypocrite, first take the 
log out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your brother’s eye. 

6 “8Do not give what is holy to 
dogs, and do not throw your pearls 
before swine, or they will trample 
them under their feet, and turn and 
tear you to pieces. Ma 15:26 


Prayer and the Golden Rule 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to 

you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. 

8 “For everyone who asks. re- 
ceives, and he who seeks finds, and to 
him who knocks it will be opened. 
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9 “Or what man is there among 
you who, when his son asks for a loaf, 
will givehimastone? Ht 

10 “Or if he asks for a fish, he wil 
not give him a snake, will he? 

11 “If you then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your chil- 
dren, how much more will your Fa- 
ther who is in heaven give what is 
good to those who ask Him! 

12 “In everything, *therefore, treat 
people the same way you want them 
to treat you, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets. Lk 6:31 


The Narrow and Wide Gates 

13 “Enter through the narrow 
gate; for the gate is wide and the way 
is broad that leads to destruction, and 
there are many who enter through it. 

14 “For the gate is small and the 
way is narrow that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it. 


A Tree and Its Fruit 

15 “Beware of the false 
prophets, who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
Rravenous wolves. £ze 22:27: Jo 10:12: Ac 20:29 

16 “You will know them by their 
fruits. Grapes are not gathered from 
thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, 
are they? Ma 7:20; 12:33; Lk 6:44; Jam 3:12 

17 “So Revery good tree bears 
good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad 
fruit. Ma 12:33, 35 

18 “A good tree cannot produce 
bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce 
good fruit. 

19 “8Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Ma 3:10; Lk 3:9; 13:7; Jo 15:2, 6 

20 “So then, you will ™know them 
by their fruits. Or recognize 

21 “8Not everyone who says to 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the king- 
dom of heaven, but he who does the 
will of My Father who is in heaven 
will enter. Lk 6:46 

22 “Many will say to Me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in Your name, and in Your name cast 
out demons, and in Your name per- 
form many miracles?’ Ma 25:11f: Lk 13:25¢f 
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we 23 “And then I will declare to 
7 them, ‘I never knew you; 8pEPART 
FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESS- 
NESS.’ Ps 6:8: Ma 25:41; Lk 13:27 


The Two Foundations 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and acts on 
them, may be compared to a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 

25 “And the rain fell, and the 
Tfloods came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and yet 
it did not fall, for it had been founded 
on the rock. Lit rivers 

26 “Everyone who hears these 
words of Mine and does not ‘act on 
them, will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand. Lit do 

27 “The rain fell, and the ‘floods 
came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and it 
fell—and great was its fall.” Lit rivers 

28 When Jesus had finished these 
words, the crowds were amazed at 
His teaching; 

29 for He was teaching them as 
one having authority, and not as their 
scribes. 


Jesus Cleanses a Leper; The 
Centurion’s Faith 
When ‘Jesus came down from the 
mountain, ‘large crowds followed 
Him. Lit He ¢ Lit many 
2G 2 And 8a leper came to Him and 
bowed down before Him, and said, 
“Lord, if You are willing, You can make 
me clean.” Ma 8:2-4: Mk 1:40-44; Lk 5:12-14 
3 Jesus stretched out His hand 
and touched him, saying, “I am will- 
ing; be cleansed.” And immediately 
his 8leprosy was cleansed. Ma 11:5; Lk 4:27 
4 And Jesus *said to him, “See 
that you tell no one; but ®go, show 
yourself to the priest and present the 
offering that Moses commanded, as a 
bata to them.” — Mk 1:44; Lk 5:14; 17:14 
z 5 And ®when Jesus entered Ca- 
} pernaum, a centurion came to 
Him, imploring Him Ma 8:5-13: Lk 7:1-10 
6 and saying, “<TLord, my servant 
is lying 8paralyzed at home, fearfully 
tormented.” Or Sir ¢ Ma 4:24 
7 Jesus *said to him, “I will come 
and heal him.” 
8 But the centurion said, “‘Lord, I 
am not worthy for You to come under 
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my roof, but just say the word, and my 
Tgervant will be healed. Or Sir Lit boy 

9 “For I also am a man under 
Rauthority, with soldiers under me; 
and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he 
goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he 
comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and 
he does it.” Mk 1:27; Lk 9:1 

10 Now when Jesus heard this, He 
marveled and said to those who were 
following, “Truly I say to you, I have 
not found such great faith Twith any- 
one in Israel. one early ms reads not even in Israel 

11 “I say to you that many will 
come from east and west, and Fre- 
cline at the table with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven; Is 49:12; 59:19; Mal 1:11; Lk 13:29 

12 but the sons of the kingdom 
will be cast out into the outer dark- 
ness; in that place there will be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” 

13 And Jesus said to the centu- 
rion, “Go; it shall be done for you as 
you have believed.” And the ‘servant 
was healed that very moment. Lit boy 


Peter’s Mother-in-law and Many 
Others Healed 
rpstt When Jesus came into Peter’s 
Thome, He saw his mother-in-law 
lying sick in bed with a fever. or house 
15 He touched her hand, and the 
fever left her; and she got up and 
Twaited on Him. Or served 
16 When evening came, they 
brought to Him many who were 
demon-possessed; and He cast out the 
spirits with a word, and "healed all 
who were ill. Ma 4:24 © Ma 4:23; 8:33 
17 This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 
“HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND 
CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.” 


Discipleship Tested 

18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd 
around Him, He gave orders to depart 
to the other side of the sea. 

19 ®Then a scribe came and said 
to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You 
wherever You go.” Ma 8:19-22: Lk 9:57-60 

20 Jesus *said to him, “The foxes 
have holes and the birds of the ‘air 


7:23 #8:2-4 $8:5-13 8:11 Or dine 
$8:14-15 
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have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay His head.” Or sky 

21 Another of the disciples said to 
Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and 
bury my father.” 

22 But Jesus *said to him, ““Follow 
Me, and allow the dead to bury their 
own dead.”Ma 9:9; Mk 2:14; Lk 9:59, 60; Jo 1:43; 21:19 
94.23 When He got into the boat, His 
“ys disciples followed Him. 

24 And behold, there arose a great 
storm on the sea, so that the boat was 
being covered with the waves; but 
Jesus Himself was asleep. 

25 And they came to Him and 
woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; 
we are perishing!” Ma 8:2; 9:18 

26 He *said to them, “Why are you 
Tafraid, 8you men of little faith?” Then 
He got up and rebuked the winds and 
the sea, and it became perfectly 
calm. Or cowardly © Ma 6:30; 14:31; 16:8; 17:20 

27 The men were amazed, and 
said, “What kind of a man is this, that 
whee the winds and the sea obey 

im?” 


Jesus Casts Out Demons 
rd (28 When He came to the other 
side into the country of the 
Gadarenes, two men who were &de- 
mon-possessed met Him as they were 
coming out of the tombs. They were 
so extremely violent that no one could 
pass by that way. Ma 4:24 

29 And they cried out, saying, 
“TWhat business do we have with 
each other, Son of God? Have You 
come here to torment us before the 
time?” Lit What is to us and to you (a He idiom) 

30 Now there was a herd of many 
swine feeding at a distance from 
them. 

31 The demons began to entreat 
Him, saying, “If You are going to cast 
us out, send us into the herd of 
swine.” 

32 And He said to them, “Go!” 
And they came out and went into the 
swine, and the whole herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the sea and 
perished in the waters. 

33. The herdsmen ran away, and 
went to the city and reported every- 
thing, including what had happened 
to the }demoniacs. Ma 4:24 

34 And behold, the whole city 
came out to meet Jesus; and when 


1072 


they saw Him, 8they implored Him to 
leave their region. Am 7:12; Ac 16:39 


A Paralytic Healed 
Getting into a boat, Jesus crossed 
over the sea and came to 8His own 
city. Ma 4:13; Mk 5:21 
»g,2 And they brought to Him a 
‘Paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing 
their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, 
“Take courage, ‘son; your sins are for- 
given.” Ma 9:2-8: Mk 2:3-12; Lk 5:18-26 © Lit child 
3 And some of the scribes said 
Tto themselves, “This fellow ®blas- 
phemes.” Lit among ¢ Mk 3:28, 29 
4 And Jesus "knowing their 
thoughts said, “Why are you thinking 
evil in your hearts? Ma 12:25; Lk 6:8; 9:47 
5. “Which is easier, to say, ‘“Your 
sins are forgiven, or to say, ‘Get up, 
and walk’? —_Ma 9:2, 6; Mk 2:5, 9; Lk 5:20, 23; 7:48 
6 “But so that you may know that 
Rthe Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins”—then He *said 
to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up your 
bed and go home.” Ma 8:20; Jo 5:27 © Ma 4:24: 9:2 
7 And he got up and went home. 
8 But when the crowds saw this, 
they were Tawestruck, and glorified 
God, who had given such authority to 
men. Lit afraid 


Matthew Called 

9 As Jesus went on from there, 
He saw a man called Matthew, sitting 
in the tax collector’s booth; and He 
*said to him, “Follow Me!” And he 
got up and followed Him. Ma 8:22 

10 Then it happened that as TJesus 
was reclining at the table in the 
house, behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and were dining 
with Jesus and His disciples. Lit He 

11 When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to His disciples, “Why is 
your Teacher eating with the tax col- 
lectors and sinners?” 

12 But when Jesus heard this, He 
said, “It is not those who are healthy 
who need a physician, but those who 
are sick. Mk 2:17; Lk 5:31 

13 “But go and learn what this 
means: ‘8] DESIRE COMPASSION, FAND 
NOT SACRIFICE, for I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners.” Ho66 


$8:23-27  48:28-34  49:2-8 9:13 Le. more than 
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The Question about Fasting 

14 Then the disciples of John 
*came to Him, asking, “Why do we 
and ®the Pharisees fast, but Your dis- 
ciples do not fast?” Lk 18:12 

15 And Jesus said to them, “The 
Tattendants of the bridegroom cannot 
mourn as long as the bridegroom is 
with them, can they? But the days will 
come when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, and then they will 
fast. Lit sons of the wedding place 

16 “But no one puts a patch of un- 
shrunk cloth on an old garment; for 
the patch pulls away from the gar- 
ment, and a worse tear results. 

17 “Nor do people put new wine 
- into old wineskins; otherwise the 
wineskins burst, and the wine pours 
out and the wineskins are ruined; but 
they put new wine into fresh wine- 
skins, and both are preserved.” 


Miracles of Healing 

bs 18 While He was saying these 
things to them, 'a synagogue offi- 

cial came and Rbowed down before 

Him, and said, “My daughter has just 

died; but come and lay Your hand on 

her, and she will live.” Or one * Ma 8:2 

19 Jesus got up and began to fol- 
low him, and so did His disciples. 
»g,20 And a woman who had been 
yy suffering from a hemorrhage for 
twelve years, came up behind Him 
and touched the fringe of His 
cloak; Nu 15:38; De 22:12; Ma 14:36; 23:5 

21 for she was saying to herself, 
“Tf I only 8touch His garment, I will 
Tget well.” Ma 14:36; Mk 3:10; Lk 6:19 ° Lit be saved 

22 But Jesus turning and seeing 
her said, “Daughter, take courage; 
your faith has made you well.” At 
once the woman was made well. 

23 When Jesus came into the offi- 
cial’s house, and saw the flute-players 
and the crowd in noisy disorder, _ 

24 He said, “Leave; for the girl 
Rhas not died, but is asleep.” And they 
began laughing at Him. Jo 11:13; Ac 20:10 

25 But when the crowd had been 
sent out, He entered and took her by 
the hand, and the girl got up. Ac 9:40 

26 This news spread throughout 
all that land. 

»%,27 As Jesus went on from there, 
“ys two blind men followed Him, cry- 
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ing out, “Have mercy on us, Son of 
David!” 

28 When He entered the house, 
the blind men came up to Him, and 
Jesus *said to them, “Do you believe 
that Iam able to do this?” They *said 
to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 

29 Then He touched their eyes, 
saying, “It shall be done to you 8ac- 
cording to your faith.” Ma 8:13; 9:22 

30 And their eyes were opened. 
And Jesus 8sternly warned them: “See 
that no one knows about this!” mas:4 

31 But they went out and spread 
the news about Him throughout all 
that land. 

32 As they were going out, Ra 
mute, ®demon-possessed man was 
brought to Him. Ma 12:22, 24 Ma 4:24 

33 After the demon was cast out, 
the mute man spoke; and the crowds 
were amazed, and were saying, 
“RNothing like this has Tever been 
seen in Israel.” Mk 2:12 © Lit ever appeared 

34 But the Pharisees were saying, 
“He casts out the demons by the ruler 
of the demons.” 

35 Jesus was going through all the 
cities and villages, 8teaching in their 
synagogues. and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
every kind of disease and every kind 
of sickness. Ma 4:23; Mk 1:14 

36 Seeing the ‘people, He felt 
compassion for them, because they 
were distressed and dispirited like 
sheep without a shepherd. Lit crowds 

37 Then He *said to His disciples, 
‘RThe harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Lk 10:2 

38 “Therefore beseech the Lord of 
the harvest to send out workers into 
His harvest.” 


The Twelve Disciples; 
Instructions for Service 

WV ] Jesus summoned His twelve 
‘ys disciples and gave them au- 
thority over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness. 

2 Now the names of the twelve 
apostles are these: The first, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; and James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother; ma 4:18 
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3 ®Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and ®Matthew the tax collec- 
tor; 3James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Jo 1:43ff * Ma 9:9 « Mk 15:40 

4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Is- 
cariot, the one who betrayed Him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out 
after instructing them: “Do not go in 
the way of the Gentiles, and do not 
enter any city of the Samaritans; 

6 but rather go to ®the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. Ma 15:24 
7 “And as you go, 'preach, say- 
ing, ‘®The kingdom of heaven ‘is at 
hand.’ Or proclaim ¢ Ma 3:2 ¢ Lit has come near 

8 “Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 
Freely you received, freely give. 

9 “Do not acquire gold, or silver, 
or copper for your money belts, 

10 ora bag for your journey, or 
even two coats, or sandals, ora staff; 
for the worker is worthy of his Tsup- 
port. 1 Co 9:14; 1 Ti 5:18 © Lit nourishment 

11 “And whatever city or village 
you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, 
and stay ‘at his house until you leave 
that city. Lit there until 

12 “As you enter the Thouse, 
give it your greeting. — or household 

13 “If the house is worthy, ‘give it 
your blessing of peace. But if it is not 
worthy, take back your blessing of 
peace. Lit your peace is to come upon it 

14 “Whoever does not receive you, 
nor heed your words, as you go out of 
that house or that city, shake the dust 
off your feet. Ac 13:51 

15 “Truly I say to you, 8it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment 
than for that city. Ma 11:22, 24 


A Hard Road before Them 

16 “®Behold, I send you out as 
sheep in the midst of wolves: so be 
Rshrewd as serpents and 8innocent as 
doves. Lk 10:3 ¢ Ge 3:1; Ma 24:25; Ro 16:19 ¢ Ho 7:11 

17 “But beware of men, for they 
will hand you over to the courts and 
scourge you in their synagogues; 

18 and you will even be brought 
before governors and kings for My 
sake, as a testimony to them and to 
the Gentiles. 

19 “kBut when they hand you 
over, do not worry about how or 
what you are to say; for it will be 
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given you in that hour what you are to 
Say. - Ma 10:19-22: Mk 13:11-13; Lk 21:12-17 
» 20 “For Rit is not ‘you who speak, 
but it is the Spirit of your Father who | 
speaks in you. Lk 12:12; Ac 4:8; 13:9: 2 Co 13:3 

21 “Brother will betray brother to 
death, and a father his child; and chil- 
dren will rise up against parents and 
cause them to be put to death. 

22 “RYou will be hated by all ‘be- 
cause of My name, but it is the one 
who has endured to the end who will 
be saved. Ma 24:9; Lk 21:17; Jo 15:18ff 

23 “But whenever they 8persecute 
you in one city, flee to the next; for 
truly I say to you, you will not finish 
going through the cities of Israel until 
the Son of Man comes. Ma 23:34 


The Meaning of Discipleship __ 
24 “A disciple is not above his 
teacher, nor a slave above his master. 
25 “It is enough for the disciple 
that he become like his teacher, and 
the slave like his master. ®If they have 
called the head of the house Beelze- 
bul, how much more will they malign 
the members-of his household!) ma 9-34 
26 “Therefore do not ®fear them, 
for there is nothing concealed: that 
will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. Ma 10:26-33: Lk 12:2-9 
27 “RWhat I tell you in the dark- 
ness, speak in the light; and what you 
hear whispered in your ear, proclaim 
upon the housetops. LOE Lk 12:3 
28 “Do not fear those who kill 
the body but are unable to kill 
the soul; but rather 8fear Him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in 
Rhell. He 10:31 © Ma 5:22; Lk 12:5 
29 “kAre not two sparrows sold 
for a Fcent? And yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. Lk 12:6 
30 “But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. 
31 “So do not fear; you are more 
valuable than many sparrows: Ma 12:12 
32 “Therefore everyone who 
confesses Me before men, I will 
also confess him before My Father 
who is in heaven. Lk 12:8; Re 3:5 
33 “But whoever ™denies Me be- 
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fore men, I will also deny him before 
My Father who is in heaven. it wit deny 
34 “Do not think that I came to 
bring peace on the earth; I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. — 
35 “For I came to SET A MAN 
AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER 
AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER- 
IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 
36 and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE 
THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 
+: 37 “8He who loves father or 
mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me; and he who loves son or 
daughter more than Me is not worthy 
of Me. De 33:9; Lk 14:26 
38 “And he who does not take 
‘his cross and follow after Me is 
pat worthy of Me. 
~- 39 “He who has found his “life will 
lose it, and he who has lost his life for 
My sake will find it. Or soul 


The Reward of Service 
40 “He who receives you receives 
Me, and ®he who receives Me receives 
Him who sent Me. mx 9:37; Lk 9:48; Jo 12:44 
41 “RHe who receives a prophet in 
the name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet’s reward; and he who re- 
ceives a righteous man in the name of 
a righteous man shall receive a right- 
eous man’s reward. Ma 25:44, 45 
42 “And kwhoever in the name 
of a disciple gives to one of these 
Tittle ones even a cup of cold water to 
drink, truly I say to you, he shall not 
lose his reward.” Ma 25:40; Mk 9:41 « Le. humble 


John’s Questions 
When Jesus had finished giving 
instructions to His twelve disci- 
ples, He departed from there to teach 
and preach in their cities. 

2 Now when John, while impris- 
oned, heard of the works of Christ, he 
sent word by his disciples 

3 and said to Him, “Are You the 
TExpected One, or shall we look for 
someone else?” Lit Coming One 

4 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Go and report to John what 
you hear and see: 

5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the POOR HAVE THE ‘GOSPEL 
PREACHED TO THEM. Or good news 
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6 “And blessed’is he Twho does 
wu nae eee at a ie ‘ © Lit whoever 


Jesus’ Tribute to aang n909 

7 As these men were going away, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John, “What did you go out into 
Rthe wilderness to see? A reed shaken 
by the wind? Ma 3:1 

8 “TBut what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Those who wear soft clothing are in 
kings’ ™palaces! Or Well then, * Lit houses 

9 “But what did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one 
who is more than a prophet. 

10 “This is the one about whom it 
is written, 

‘RBEHOLD, I SEND My 
MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, 

WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY 
BEFORE YOU.’ Mal 3:1; Mk 1:2 

11 “Truly I say to you, among 
those born of women there has not 
arisen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist! Yet the one who is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. Or less 

12 “From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence, and violent 
men take it by force. Lk 16:16 

13 “For all the prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John. 

14 “And if you are willing to ac- 
cept it, John himself is Elijah who 
Twas to come. Or is going to come 

15 “He who has ears to hear, ‘let 
him hear. Or hear! Or listen! 

16 “But to what shall I compare 
this generation? It is like children sit- 
ting in the market places, who call out 
to the other children, 

17 and say, ‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we 
sang a dirge, and you did not mourn, 

18 “For John came neither ®eating 
nor drinking, and they say, ‘*He has a 
demon!’ = Ma 33:4 « Ma 9:34; Jo 7:20; 8:48f, 52; 10:20 

19 “The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a 
gluttonous man and a ‘drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 
deeds.” © Orwine-drinker ¢ Ma 9:11; Lk 5:29-32; 15:2 
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The Unrepenting Cities 
20 Then He began to denounce 
the cities in which most of His 'mir- 
acles were done, because they did not 
repent. Or works of power ¢ Lk 10:13-15 
21 “RWoe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles 
had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which 
occurred in you, they would have re- 
pented long ago in ®sackcloth and 
ashes. Ma 11:21-23: Lk 10:13-15 ¢ Re 11:3 
22 “Nevertheless I'say to you, Rit 
will be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon in the day of judgment 
than for you. Ma 10:15; 11:24 
23: “And you, ®Capernaum, will 
not be exalted to heaven, will you? 
You will descend to Hades; for if the 
miracles had occurred in ®Sodom 
which occurred in you, it would have 
remained to this day. Ma 4:13 © Ma 10:15 
24 “Nevertheless I say to you that 
Rit will be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom in the day of judgment, 
than for you.” Ma 10:15; 11:22 © Ma 10:15 


Come to Me 

25 RAt that time Jesus said, “I 
praise You, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that You have hidden 
these things from the wise and intelli- 
gent and have revealed them to in- 
fants. Ma 11:25-27: Lk 10:21, 22 © Ps 8:2; 1 Co 1:26ff 

26 “Yes, Father, for this way was 
well-pleasing in Your sight. 

27 “SAll things have been handed 
over to Me by My Father; and no one 
Knows the Son except the Father; nor 
does anyone know the Father except 
the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him. Ma 28:18; Jo 3:35: 13:3: 17:2 

28 “kCome to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest. Je 31:25; Jo 7:37 

29 “Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and ®you wiLL FIND 
REST FOR YOUR SOULS. Je 6:16 

30 “For RMy yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.” 1 Jo 5:3 


Sabbath Questions 
] Dis that time Jesus went 
through the grainfields on the 
Sabbath, and His disciples became 
hungry and began to pick the heads of 
grain and eat. Ma 12:1-8: Mk 2:23-28; Lk 6:1-5 
2 But when the Pharisees saw 


1076 


this, they said to Him, “Look, Your dis- 
ciples do what is not lawful to do ona 
Sabbath.” 

3 But He said to them, “Have you 
not read what David did when he be- 
came hungry, he and his companions, 

4 how he entered the house of 
God, and ®they ate the consecrated 
bread, which was not lawful for him 
to eat nor for those with him, but for 
the priests alone? 1Sa 21:6 

5 “Or have you not read in the 
Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in 
the temple ‘break the Sabbath and 
are innocent? Or profane 

6 “But I say to you that some- 
thing greater than the temple is here. 

7 “But if you had known what 
this ‘means, ‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND 
NOT A SACRIFICE, you would not have 
condemned the innocent. Lit is 


Lord of the Sabbath 
8 “For the Son of Man is Lord of 
the Sabbath.” Ma 8:20; 12:32, 40 
Hs? Departing from there, He went 
into their synagogue. 

10 And a man was there whose 
hand was withered. And they ques- 
tioned ‘Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful to 
heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they 
might accuse Him. Lit Him 

11 And He said to them, “?What 
man ‘is there among you who has a 
sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the 
Sabbath, will he not take hold of it 
and lift it out? Lk 14:5 « Lit will be from you 

12 “How much more valuable 
then is a man than a sheep! So then, it 
is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 

13 Then He *said to the man, 
“Stretch out your. hand!” F®He 
stretched it out, and it was restored to 
normal, like the other. Ma 8:3; Ac 28:8 

14 But the Pharisees went out and 
conspired against Him, as to how 
they might destroy Him. | Lit tooe counsel 

15 But Jesus, aware of this, with- 
drew from there. Many followed Him, 
and ®He healed them all, Ma 4:23 

16 and warned them not to tell 
who He was. Ma 8:4; 9:30; 17:9 

17 This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 

18 “BEHOLD, My SERVANT WHoM I 

HAVE CHOSEN; 


%* 11:22-30 #12:9-14 
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My BELOVED IN WHOM My souL 
iS WELL-PLEASED; 
I wiLt put My Spirit upon Him, 
AND HE SHALL PROCLAIM ~ 
JUSTICE TO THE GENTILES. 
19 “RHE WILL NOT QUARREL, NOR CRY 
OUT; 
NOR WILL ANYONE HEAR His 
VOICE IN THE STREETS. Is 42:2 
20 “2A BATTERED REED HE WILL NOT 
BREAK OFF, 
AND A SMOLDERING WICK HE 
WILL NOT PUT OUT, 
UnTIL HE TLEADS JUSTICE TO 
VICTORY. Is 42:3 © Or puts forth 
21 “RAND IN HIS NAME THE 


GENTILES WILL HOPE.” Ro 15:12 


- The Pharisees Rebuked 

: 20522 Then a demon-possessed man 

: who was blind and mute was 
brought to Jesus, and He healed him, 

so that the mute man spoke and saw. 

23 All the crowds were amazed, 
and were saying, “This man cannot be 
the ®Son of David, can he?” Ma 9:27 

24 But when the Pharisees heard 
_ this, they said, “This man ®casts out 
demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of 
the demons.” Ma 9:34 

25 And knowing their thoughts 
Jesus said to them, “Any king- 
dom divided against itself is laid 
waste; and any city or house divided 
against itself will not stand. 

26 “If Satan casts out Satan, he is 
divided against himself; how then will 
his kingdom stand? Ma 4:10; 13:19 

27 “If I by ™Beelzebul cast out 
demons, ®by whom do your sons cast 
them out? For this reason they will be 
your judges. Ma 9:34 ®V 24, note 1 Ac 19:13 

28 “But Rif I cast out demons by 
the Spirit of God, then the king- 
dom of God has come upon you. 1 Jo 3:8 

29 “Or how can anyone enter the 
strong man’s house and carry off his 
property, unless he first binds the 
strong man? And then he will plunder 
his house. 


The Unpardonable Sin 
30 “He who is not with Me is 
against Me; and he who does not 
gather with Me scatters. i 
31 “Therefore I say to you, any sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven peo- 
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ple, but blasphemy against the Spirit 
shall not be forgiven. 

32 “Whoever ‘speaks a word 
against the Son of Man, it shall be for- 
given him; but. whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be 
forgiven him, either in this age or in 
the age to come. Lk 12:10 « Lit will speak 


Words Reveal Character 
_ 33 “Either make the tree good and 
its fruit good, or make the tree bad 
and its fruit bad; for the tree is known 
by its fruit. Ma 7:16-18; Lk 6:43, 44; Jo 15:4-7 
34 “You brood of vipers, how 
“can you, being evil, speak ‘what 
is good? For the mouth speaks out of 
that which fills the heart. Lit good things 
35 “The good man:brings out of 
his good treasure what is good; and 
the evil man brings out of his evil 
treasure ‘what is evil. Lit evil things 
36 “But I tell you that every 
¥ _ careless word that people speak, 
they shall give an accounting for it in 
Rthe day of judgment. Ma 10:15 
37 “For ™by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will 
be condemned.” Or in accordance with 


The Desire for Signs 

38 Then some of the scribes and 
Pharisees said to Him, “Teacher, we 
want to see a sign from You.” 

39 But He answered and said to 
them, “An evil and adulterous genera- 
tion craves for a sign; and yet no ‘sign 
will be given to it but the sign of 
Jonah the prophet; Le. attesting miracle 

40 for just:as 3JoNAH WAS THREE 
DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF 
THE SEA MONSTER, SO Will 8the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. = Jon 1:17 + Ma 8:20 

4] “RThe men of Nineveh will 
stand up with this generation at the 
judgment, and will condemn it be- 
cause "they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah; and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here. Jon 1:2 « Jon 3:5 

42 “RThe Queen of the South will 
rise up with this generation at the 
judgment and will condemn it, be- 
cause she came from the ends of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; 
19:22 3F 12:25 Y% 12:28-29 %% 12:34 
Y 12:36-37 
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and behold, something greater than 
Solomon is here. 1 Ki 10:1;2 Ch 9:1 + Ma 12:6, 41 

43 “RNow when the unclean spirit 
goes out of a man, it passes through 
waterless places seeking rest, and 
does not find it. Ma 12:43-45: Lk 11:24-26 

44 “Then it says, ‘I will return to 
my: house from which I came’; and 
when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, 
swept, and put in order. 

45 “Then it goes and takes along 
with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and 
live there; and the last state of that 
man becomes worse than the first. 
That is the way it will also be with this 
evil generation.” 


Changed Relationships 

46 While He was still speaking to 
the crowds, behold, His mother and 
brothers were standing outside, seek- 
ing to speak to Him. 

47 Someone said to Him, “Behold, 
Your mother and Your brothers are 
standing outside seeking to speak to 
You.”? This verse is not found in early mss 

48 But ‘Jesus answered the one 
who was telling Him and said, “Who 
is My mother and who are My broth- 

rs?” Lit He 

49 And stretching out His hand 
toward His disciples, He said, “Behold 
My mother and My brothers! 

50 “For whoever does the will of 
My Father who is in heaven, he is 
My brother and sister and mother.” 


Jesus Teaches in Parables 
] That day Jesus went out of ®the 
house and was sitting by the 
Ma 9:28; 13:36 
2 And ‘large crowds gathered to 
Him, so ®He got into a boat and sat 
down, and the whole crowd was 
standing on the beach. Lit Many Lk 5:3 

3 And He spoke many things to 
them in parables, saying, “Behold, the 
sower went out to sow; 

4 and as he sowed, some seeds 
fell beside the road, and the birds 
came and ate them up. 

5 “Others fell on the rocky 
places, where they did not have much 
soil; and immediately they sprang uD, 
because they had no depth of soil. 

6 “But when the sun had risen, 
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they were scorched; and because they 
had no root, they withered away. 

7 “Others fell Tamong the thorns, 
and the thorns came up and choked 
them out. Lit upon 

8 “And others fell on the good 
soil and *yielded a crop, some a hun- 
dredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 

9 “RHe who has ears, let him 
hear.” Ma 11:15; Re 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22 


An Explanation 

10 And the disciples came and 
said to Him, “Why do You speak to 
them in parables?” 

11 Jesus answered them, “To you 
it has been granted to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but 
to them it has not been granted. 

12 “8For whoever has, to him more 
shall be given, and he will have an 
abundance; but whoever does not 
have, even what he has shall be taken 
away from him. Ma 25:29; Mk 4:25; Lk 8:18; 19:26 

13 “Therefore I speak to them in 
parables; because while seeing they 
do not see, and while hearing they do 
not hear, nor do they understand. 

14 “In their case the prophecy 
of Isaiah is. being fulfilled, which 
says, 

“YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT 
WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; 

YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT 
WILL NOT PERCEIVE; Lit For them 

15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE 

HAS BECOME DULL, 

WITH THEIR EARS THEY 
SCARCELY HEAR, 

AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR 
EYES, 

OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE 
WITH THEIR EYES, 

HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, 

AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR 
HEART AND RETURN, 

AND I WOULD HEAL THEM,’ 

16 “But blessed are your eyes, be- 
cause they see; and your ears, be- 
cause they hear. 

17 “For truly I say to you that 
many prophets and righteous men de- 
sired to see what you see, and did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear, and 
did not hear it. 
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The Sower Explained 
18 “Hear then the parable of the 
sower. © Ma 13:18-23: Mk 4:13-20; Lk 8:11-15 
_. 19 “When anyone hears ®the word 
of the kingdom and does not under- 
stand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in 
his heart. This is the one on whom 
seed was sown beside the road. ma 4:23 
20 “The one on whom seed was 
sown on the rocky places, this is the 
man who hears the: word and imme- 

diately receives it with joy; 

» 21: yet he has no firm root in him- 
self, but is only temporary, and when 
affliction or persecution arises be- 
cause of the ‘word, immediately he 
_ Rfalls away. » Le. message ¢ Ma 11:6 
_ 22 “And the one on whom seed 
was sown among the thorns, this is 
the man who hears the word, and the 
’ worry of the world and the 8deceitful- 
ness of wealth choke the word, and it 
becomes unfruitful. Ma 19:23; 1 7 6:9, 10, 17 
23 “And the one on whom seed 
was sown on the good soil, this is 
the man who hears the word and un- 
derstands it; who indeed bears fruit 
_ and brings forth, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, and some thirty.” 


Tares among Wheat 

24 Jesus presented another para- 
ble to them, saying, “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. 

25 “But while his men were sleep- 
ing, his enemy came and sowed 
Fares among the wheat, and went 


way. 

26 “But when the ‘wheat sprouted 
and bore grain, then the tares became 
evident also. Lit grass 

27 “The slaves of the landowner 
came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? "How 
then does it have tares?’ — Lit From where 

28 “And he said to them, ‘An ‘en- 
a has done this!’ The slaves *said 

to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to. go 
and gather them up?’ Lit enemy man 

29 “But he *said, ‘No; for while 
you are gathering up the tares, you 
may uproot the wheat with them. 

30 ‘Allow both to grow together 
until the harvest; and in the time of 
the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
“First gather up the tares and bind 
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them in bundles to burn them up; but 
gather the wheat into my Bane 223) 


The Mustard Seed 

31 He presented another parable 
to them, saying, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field; 

32: and this is smaller than all 
other seeds, but when it is full grown, 
it is larger than the garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that THE BIRDS OF 
THE AIR come and >= NEST IN ITS 
BRANCHES.” Ps 104:12; Eze 17:23; Eze 31:6; Da 4:12 


The Leaven 
33 He spoke another parable to 
them, “&The kingdom of heaven is like 
leaven, which a woman took and hid 
in three pecks of flour until it was all 
leavened.” Ma 13:33: Ma 13:24; Lk 13:21 
34 All these things Jesus spoke to 
the crowds in parables, and He did 
not speak to them without a parable. 
35 This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through the prophet: 
“RT WILL OPEN My MOUTH IN 
PARABLES; 
I WILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN 
SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
WORLD.” Ps 78:2 


The Tares Explained 
36 Then He left the crowds and 
went into ®the house. And His disci- 
ples came to Him and said, “RExplain 
to us the parable of the tares of the 
field.” Ma 13:1 © Ma 15:15 
37 And He said, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man, Ma 8:20 
38 and the field is the world; and 
as for the good seed, these are ®the 
sons of the kingdom; and the tares are 
the sons of 8the evil one; Ma 8:12 + Ma 5:37 
39 and the enemy who sowed 
them is the devil, and the harvest is 
the Tend of the age; and the reapers 
are angels. Or consummation 
40 “So just as the tares are gath- 
ered up and burned with fire, so shall 
it be at the end of the age. 
41 “RThe Son of Man ®will send 
forth His angels, and they will 
gather out of His kingdom all ®stum- 


Y* 13:23 13:25 Or darnel, a weed resembling 
wheat 3% 13:41-42 
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bling blocks, and those who commit 
lawlessness, Ma 8:20 © Ma 24:31 ¢ Zep 1:3 

42 and will throw them into the 
furnace of fire; in that place 8there 
will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Ma 13:50 © Ma 8:12 

43 “RThen THE RIGHTEOUS WILL 
SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the king- 
dom of their Father. 5He who has ears, 
let him hear. Da 12:3 © Ma 11:15 


Hidden Treasure 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a treasure hidden in the field, which a 
man found and hid again; and from 
joy over it he goes and sells all that he 
has.and buys that field. 


A Costly Pearl 
45 “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant seeking fine 
pearls, Ma 13:24 
46 and upon finding one pear! of 
great value, he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 


A Dragnet 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and 
gathering fish of every kind; = ma 13-44 

8 and when it was filled, they 
drew it up on the beach; and they sat 
down and gathered the good fish into 
containers, but the bad they threw 
away. 

49 “So it will be at the Tend of the 
age; the angels will come forth and 
take out the wicked from among the 
righteous, Ma 13:39, 40 * Or consummation 

50. and ®will throw them into the 
furnace of fire; in that place ®there 
will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Ma 13:42 © Ma 8:12 

51 “Have you understood all these 
things?” They *said to Him, “Yes.” 

02 And ‘Jesus said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has be- 
come a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a head of a household, 
who brings out of his treasure thing's 
new and old.” Lit He 


Jesus Revisits Nazareth 
3 RWhen Jesus had_ finished 
these parables, He departed from 
there. Ma 7:28 
54 kHe came to His hometown 
and ®began teaching them in their 
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synagogue, so that they were aston- 
ished, and said, “Where did this man 
get this wisdom and these miraculous 
powers? Ma 13:54-58: Mk 6:1-6 © Ma 4:23 
55 “Is not this the carpenter’s son? 
Is not SHis mother called Mary, and 
His brothers, James and Joseph and 
Simon and Judas? Ma 12:46 © Ma 12:46 
56 “And 8His sisters, are they not 
all with us? Where then did this man 
get all these things?” Mk 6:3 
57 And they took 8offense at Him. 
But Jesus said to them, “8A prophet is 
not without honor except in his 
hometown and in his own house- 
hold.” Ma 11:6 © Mk 6:4; Lk 4:24: Jo 4:44 
58 And He did not do many mira- 
cles there because of their unbelief. 


John the Baptist Beheaded 

l A that time Herod the 
tetrarch heard the news about 

Jesus, Ma 14:1-12: Mk 6:14-29; Ma 14:1, 2: Lk 9:7-9 

2 and said to his servants, “This 
is John the Baptist; "he has risen from 
the dead, and that is why miraculous 
powers are at work in him.” or he, himself 

3 For when Herod had John ar- 
rested, he bound him and put him 8in 
prison because of Herodias, the wife 
of his brother Philip. Ma 4:12; 11:2 

4 For John had been saying to 
him, “®It is not lawful for you to have 
her.” Le 18:16; 20:21 

5 Although Herod wanted to put 
him to death, he feared the crowd, be- 
cause they regarded "John as 8a 
prophet. Lit him ® Ma 11:9 

6 But when Herod’s_ birthday 
came, the daughter of ®Herodias 
danced before them and pleased 
Herod, Ma 14:3; Mk 6:17, 19, 22: Lk 3:19 

7 so much that he promised with 
an oath to give her whatever she 
asked. 

8 Having been prompted by her 
mother, she *said, “Give me here on a 
platter the head of John the Baptist.” 

_ 9 Although he was grieved, the 
king commanded it to be given be- 
cause of his oaths, and because of his 
dinner guests. 

10 He sent and had John be- 
headed in the prison. 

11 And his head was brought ona 
platter and given to the girl, and she 
brought it to her mother. 

12 His disciples came and took 
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away the body and buried Tit; and they 
went and reported to Jesus. Lit him 


Five Thousand Fed 

hs 13. Now when Jesus heard about 
+ John, He withdrew from there in a 
boat to a secluded place by Himself; 
and when the ‘people heard of this, 
they followed Him on foot from the 
cities. © Lit the crowds 

14 When He went ashore, He saw 
a large crowd, and felt compassion for 
them and healed their sick. 

15 When it was evening, the disci- 
ples came to Him and said, “This 
place is desolate and the hour is al- 
ready ‘late; so send the crowds away, 
that they may go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves.” Lit past 

16 But Jesus said to them, “They 
do not need to go away; you give them 
something to eat!” 

17 They *said to Him, “We have 
here only five loaves and two fish.” 

18 And He said, “Bring them here 
to Me.” 

19 Ordering the ‘people to sit 
down on the grass, He took the five 
loaves and the two fish, and looking 
up toward heaven, He blessed the 
food, and breaking the loaves He gave 
them to the disciples, and the disci- 
ples gave them to the crowds, Lit crowds 

20 and they all ate and were satis- 
fied. They picked up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve full 
Rpaskets. Ma 16:9; Mk 6:43; 8:19; Lk 9:17; Jo 6:13 

21 There were about five thou- 
sand men who ate, besides women 
and children. 


Jesus Walks on the Water 

22 Immediately He 'made the dis- 
ciples get into the boat and go ahead 
of Him to the other side, while He sent 
the crowds away. Lit compelled 

23 After He nad sent the crowds 
away, He went up on the mountain by 
Himself to pray; and when it was 
evening, He was there alone. 

24 But the boat was already ‘a 
hs long distance from the land, ‘bat- 
tered by the waves; for the wind was 
Rcontrary Lit tormented ¢ Ac 27:4 

25 And in ®the fourth watch of 
the night He came to them, walking 
on the sea. Ma 24:43; Mk 13:35 

26 When the disciples saw Him 
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walking on the sea, they were terri- 
fied, and said, “It is ka ghost!” And 
they cried out Tin fear. 1k 24:37 Lit from 

27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, “8Take courage, it is I; 
do not be afraid.” Ma 9:2 

28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is 
You, command me to come to You on 
the water.” 

29 And He said, “Come!” And 
Peter got out of the boat, and walked 
on the water and came toward Jesus. 

30 But seeing the wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus stretched 
out His hand and took hold of him, 
and *said to him, “8 You of little faith, 


why did you doubt?” Ma 6:30; 8:26; 16:8 
32 When they got into the boat, 
the wind stopped. 


33 And those who were in the 
boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are 
certainly ®God’s Son!” Ma 4:3 

34 When they had crossed over, 
they came to land at Gennesaret. 

5 And when the men of that 
place recognized Him, they sent word 
into all that surrounding district and 
brought to Him all who were sick; 

36 and they implored Him that 
they might just touch the fringe of His 
cloak; and as many as touched it 
were cured. Ma 9:21; Mk 3:10; 6:56; 8:22; Lk 6:19 


Tradition and Commandment 

l en some Pharisees and 
scribes *came to Jesus from 

Jerusalem and said, = Ma 15:1-20: Mk 7:1-23 

2 “Why do Your disciples break 
the tradition of the elders? For they 
Rdo not wash their hands when they 
eat bread.” Lk 11:38 

3 And He answered and said to 
them, “Why do you yourselves trans- 
gress the commandment of God for 
the sake of your tradition? 

4 “For God said, ‘SHONOR YOUR FA- 
THER AND MOTHER, and, ‘HE WHO 
SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER IS TO 
BE PUT TO DEATH.’ Ex 20:12; De 5:16 

5 “But you say, ‘Whoever says to 
his father or mother, “Whatever I have 


$14:13-23  %14:24-36 14:24 Lit many stadia 
from; a stadion was about 600 feet or about 182 
meters 14:25 I.e. 3-6 a.m. 
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that would help you has been ‘given 
to God,” Lit a gift; i.e. an offering 
6 he is not to honor his father or 
his mother'.” And by this you invali- 
dated the word of God for the sake of 
your tradition. 
7 “You hypocrites, rightly did 
Isaiah prophesy of you: 
8 ‘"THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME wITH 
THEIR LIPS, 
BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY 
FROM ME. Is 29:13 
9 ‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP 
ME, 
TEACHING AS 8DOCTRINES THE 
PRECEPTS OF MEN.’” Col 2:22 

10 After Jesus called the crowd to 
Him, He said to them, “Hear and un- 
derstand. 

11 “Jt is not what enters into the 
mouth that defiles the man, but what 
proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles 
the man.” Ma 15:18; Ac 10:14, 15; 1 Ti 4:3 

12 Then the disciples *came and 
*said to Him, “Do You know that the 
Pharisees were ‘offended when they 
heard this statement?” Lit caused to stumble 

13 But He answered and said, 
“Every plant which My heavenly Fa- 
ther did not plant shall be uprooted. 

14. “Let them alone; ®they are 
blind guides ‘of the blind. And 8if a 
blind man guides a blind man, both 
will fall into a pit.” Ma 23:16, 24 


The Heart of Man 
15 Peter said to Him, “8Explain 
the parable to us.” Ma 13:36 
16 ‘Jesus said, “Are you still lack- 
ing in understanding also? Lit and He 
17 “Do you not understand that 
everything that goes into the mouth 
passes into the stomach, and is Telim- 
inated? Lit thrown out into the latrine 
18 “But ®the things that proceed 
out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and those defile the man. ma 12:34; Mk 7:20 
19 “For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni- 
cations, thefts, false witness, slanders. 
20 “These are the things which de- 
file the man; but to eat with unwashed 
hands does not defile the man.” 


The Syrophoenician Woman 
1,21 RJesus went away from there, 
and withdrew into the district of 


Tyre and Sidon. Ma 15:21-28: Mk 7:24-30 
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22 And a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and began to cry 
out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
RSon of David; my daughter is cruelly 
Rdemon-possessed.” Ma 9:27 © Ma 4:24 

23 But He did not answer her a 
word. And His disciples came and im- 
plored Him, saying, “Send her away, 
because she keeps shouting at us.” 

24 But He answered and said, “I 
was sent only to ®the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” Ma 10:6 

25 But she came and ®began "to 
bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, 
help me!” Ma 8:2 ¢ Or worshiped 

26 And He answered and said, “It 
is not good to take the children’s 
bread and throw it to the dogs.” 

27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but 
even the dogs feed on the crumbs 
which fall from their masters’ table.” 

28 Then Jesus said to her, “O 
woman, ®your faith is great; it shall be 
done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed at once. —_Ma9:22 


Healing Crowds 
0,29 ®Departing from there, Jesus 
y went along by the Sea of Galilee, 
and having gone up on the mountain, 
He was sitting there. Ma 15:29-31: Mk 7:31-37 
30 And "large crowds came to 
Him, bringing with them those who 
were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and 
many others, and they laid them 
down at His feet; and ®He healed 
them. Lit many ¢ Ma 4:23 
31. So the crowd marveled as they 
saw the mute speaking, the crippled 
Trestored, and the lame walking, and 
the blind seeing; and they glorified 
the God of Israel. Or healthy ¢ Ma 9:8 


Four Thousand Fed 
1s 32 And Jesus called His disciples 
x to Him, and said, “I feel compas- 
sion for the people, because they have 
remained with Me now three days 
and have nothing to eat; and I do not 
want to send them away hungry, for 
they might faint on the way.” 
33 The disciples *said to Him, 
“Where would we get so many loaves 


15:6 I.e. by supporting them with it 15:14 Later 
mss add of the blind “#15:21-28 #15:29-3] 
$15 :32-38 
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in this desolate place'to satisfy such a 
large crowd?” 

34 And Jesus said to them, “How 
many loaves do you have?” And they 
*said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 

__35 And He directed the ‘people to 
sit down on the ground; Lit crowd 

36 and He took the seven loaves 
and the fish; and giving thanks, He 
broke them and started giving them 
to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the people. 

_ 37 And they all ate and were satis- 
fied, and they picked up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, seven large 
Rpaskets full. Ma 16:10; Mk 8:8, 20; Ac 9:25 

38 And those who ate were four 
thousand men, besides women and 
children. 

39 And sending away the crowds, 
Jesus got into 8the boat and came to 
the region of "Magadan. mx3:9+Mk8:10 


Pharisees Test Jesus 

16.2% Pharisees and Sadducees 
came up, and testing Jesus, they 

asked Him to show them a sign from 

heaven. Ma 16:1-12: Mk 8:11-21 

2. But He replied to them, “®“When 
it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.’ Lk 12:54f 

3 “And in the morning, ‘There 
will be a storm today, for the sky is red 
and threatening.’ [Do you know how 
to discern the ‘appearance of the sky, 
but cannot discern the signs of the 
times? Lk 12:56 « Lit face 

4 “RAn evil and adulterous gen- 
eration seeks after a ‘sign; and a sign 
will not be given it, except the sign of 
Jonah.” And He left them and went 
away. Ma 12:39; Lk 11:29 * Or attesting miracle 

5 And the disciples came to the 
other side of the sea, but they had for- 
gotten to bring any bread. 

6 And Jesus said to them, “Watch 
out and beware of the leaven of the 
RPharisees and Sadducees.” Ma 3:7 

7 They began to discuss this 
among themselves, saying, “He said 
that because we did not bring any 
bread.” : 

8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, 
“RYou men of little faith, why do you 
discuss among yourselves that you 
have no bread? Ma 6:30; 8:26; 14:31 

9 “Do you not yet understand or 
remember the five loaves of the five 


MATTHEW 16:21 


thousand, and how many baskets full 
you picked up? Ma 14:17-21 
10 “Or ®the seven loaves of the 
four thousand, and how many large 
baskets full you picked up? Ma 15:34-38 
11 “How is it that you do not un- 
derstand that I did not speak to you 
concerning bread? But 8beware of the 
leaven of the RPharisees and Sad- 
GUCEES.” Ma 16:6; Mk 8:15; Lk 12:1 ¢ Ma 3:7; 16:6, 12 
_ 12 Then they understood that He 
did not say to beware of the leaven of 
bread, but of the teaching of the 
RPharisees and Sadducees. = ma3:7;5:20 


Peter’s Confession of Christ 

13. Now when Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea Philippi, He was 
asking His disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” 

14 And they said, “Some say 
RJohn the Baptist; and others, TElijah; 
but still others, Jeremiah, or one of 
the prophets.” Ma 14:2 « Gr Elias 

15 He* said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am>” 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the Christ, 8the Son of the living 
God.” Ma 1:16; 16:20; Jo 11:27 Ma 4:3 

17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh 
and blood did not reveal this to you, 
but My Father who is in heaven. 

18 “I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My church; and the gates of Hades 
will not overpower it. Ma 11:23 

19 “I will give you 8the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and 8whatever 
you bind on earth shall have been 
bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall have been loosed 
in heaven.” Is 22:22; Re 1:18; 3:7 © Ma 18:18; Jo 20:23 

20 ®Then He warned the disciples 
that they should tell no one that He 
was the Christ. Ma 8:4; Mk 8:30; Lk 9:21 


Jesus Foretells His Death 

21 From that time Jesus began to 
show His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
up on the third day. 


Y% 16:15-18 
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22 Peter took Him aside and 
began to rebuke Him, saying, “‘God 
forbid it, Lord! This shall never Thap- 
pen to You.” Lit (God be) merciful to You ¢ Lit be 

23 But He turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind Me, ®Satan! You are 
a stumbling block to Me; for you are 
not setting your mind on ’God’s inter- 
ests, but man’s.” Ma 4:10 « Lit the things of God 


Discipleship Is Costly 

24 Then Jesus said to His disci- 
ples, “If anyone wishes to come after 
Me, he must deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow Me. 

25 “For 8whoever wishes to save 
his life will lose it; but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it. ma 10:39 

26 “For what will it profit a man if 
he gains the whole world and forfeits 
his soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 
hi 27 “For the 8Son of Man is going 

7 to come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels, and WILL THEN 'RE- 
PAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO. HIS 
TDEEDS. Ma 8:20 ¢ Or recompense ¢ Lit doing 

28 “Truly I say to you, there are 
some of those who are standing here 
who will not taste death until they see 
the Son of Man coming in His king- 
dom.” Ma 8:20 


The Transfiguration 
Six days later Jesus *took with 
Him Peter and James and John 
his brother, and *led them up on a 
high mountain by themselves. 

2 And He was transfigured be- 
fore them; and His face shone like the 
sun, and His garments became as 
white as light. 

3 And behold, Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, talking with Him. 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if You wish, I 
will make three "tabernacles here, 
one for You, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” mx 9:5; Lk 9:33 « Or sacred tents 

3 While he was still speaking, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
behold, a voice out of the cloud said, 
“This is My beloved Son, with whom I 
am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 

6 When the disciples heard this, 
they fell "face down to the ground and 
were terrified. Lit on their faces 

7 And Jesus came to them and 
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touched them and said, “Get up, and 
Rdo not be afraid.” Ma 14:27 

8 And lifting up their eyes, they 
saw no one except Jesus Himself 
alone. f 

9 RAs they were coming down 
from the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, saying, “Tell the vision to no 
one until the Son of Man has risen 
from the dead.” Ma 17:9-13: Mk 9:9-13 Ma 8:4 

10 And His disciples asked Him, 
“Why then do the scribes say that Eli- 
jah must come first?” 

11 And He answered and said, 
“Elijah is coming and will restore all 
things; 

12 but I say to you that Elijah al- 
ready came, and they did not recog- 
nize him, but did to him whatever 
they wished. So also the Son of Man 
is going to suffer at their hands.” 

13 Then the disciples understood 
that He had spoken to them about 
John the Baptist. 


The Demoniac 

rg ,l4 When they came to the crowd, 
y aman came up to Jesus, falling on 
his knees before Him and saying, 

15 “TLord, have mercy on my son, 
for he is a Rlunatic and is very ill; for 
he often falls into the fire and often 
into the water. Or Sir ® Ma 4:24 

16 “I brought him to Your disci- 
ples, and they could not cure him.” 

17 And Jesus answered and said, 
“You unbelieving and perverted gen- 
eration, how long shall I be with you? 
How long shall I put up with you? 
Bring him here to Me.” 

18 And Jesus rebuked him, and 
the demon came out of him, and the 
boy was cured ‘at once. Lit from that hour 
va 19 Then the disciples came to 

Jesus privately and said, “Why 
could we not drive it out?” 

20 And He *said to them, “Because 
of the littleness of your faith; for truly 
I say to you, if you have faith the size 
of a mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 
and it will move; and ®nothing will be 
Impossible to you. Mk 9:23; Jo 11:40 

21 [But this kind does not go out 
except by prayer and fasting.”] 


16:27 #17:14-18 3 17-19-20 17:21 Early 
mss do not contain this v 


1085 


22. And while they were gathering 
together in Galilee, Jesus said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be 
_ delivered into the hands of men; 

23 and ®they will kill Him, and He 
will be raised on the third day.” And 
they were deeply grieved. Ma 16:21; 17:9 


The Tribute Money 
0g ,24 When they came to Caper- 
naum, those who collected ®the 
Ftwo-drachma tax came to Peter and 
said, “Does your teacher not pay the 
two-drachma tax?” Ex 30:13; 38:26 
25 He *said, “Yes.” And when he 
came into the house, Jesus spoke to 
him first, saying, “What do you think, 
_ Simon? From whom do the kings of 
the earth collect customs or Xpoll- 
tax, from their sons or from 
strangers?” Ro 13:7 © Ma 22:17, 19 
26 When Peter said, “From 
strangers,” Jesus said to him, “Then 
the sons are 'exempt. Or free 
27 “However, so that we do not 
Toffend them, go to the sea and throw 
in a hook, and take the first fish that 
comes up; and when you open its 
mouth, you will find *a shekel. Take 
that, and give it to them for you and 


Me. Lit cause them to stumble 


Rank in the Kingdom 
18 that ‘time the disciples 
came to Jesus and said, “Who 
then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” Ma 18:1-5: Mk 9:33-37: Lk 9:46-48 © Lit hour 
2 And He called a child to Him- 
self and set him before them, 

3 and said, “Truly I say to you, 
unless you ‘are converted and be- 
come like children, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Lit are turned 

4 “Whoever then humbles him- 
self as this child, he is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

5 “And whoever receives one 
such child in My name receives Me; 

6 but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in Me to 
stumble, it would be better for him to 
have a heavy millstone hung around 
his neck, and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea. —- Mk 9:42; Lk 17:2; 1 Co 8:12 


Stumbling Blocks 
7 “Woe to the world because of 
its stumbling blocks! For it is in- 
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evitable that stumbling blocks come; 
but woe to that man through whom 
the stumbling block comes! 
8 “8If your hand or your foot 
~ Causes you to stumble, cut it off 
and throw it from you; it is better for 
you to enter life crippled or lame, than 
to have two hands or two feet and be 
cast into the eternal fire. ma5:30; Mk 9:43 
9 “If your eye causes you to 
stumble, pluck it out and throw it 
from you. It is better for you to enter 
life with one eye, than to have two 
eyes and be cast into the fiery hell. 
10 “See that you do not despise 
one of these little ones, for I-say 
to you that their angels in heaven 
continually see the face of My Father 
who is in heaven. Lk 1:19; Ac 12:15; Re 8:2 
11 [“'For the Son of Man has come 
to save that which was lost.] 


Ninety-nine Plus One 

12 “What do you think? ®If any 
man has a hundred sheep, and one of 
them has gone astray, does he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the moun- 
tains and go and search for the one 
that is straying? Ma 18:12-14: Lk 15:4-7 

13 “If it turns out that he finds it, 
truly I say to you, he rejoices over it 
more than over the ninety-nine which 
have not gone astray. 

14 “So it is not the will ‘of your 
Father who is in heaven that one of 
these little ones perish. Lit before 


Discipline and Prayer 

15 “If your brother sins’, go and 
Tghow him his fault in private; if he 
listens to you, you have won your 
brother. Or reprove 

16 “But if he does not listen to 
you, take one or two more with you, 
so that 8By THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE 
WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CON- 
FIRMED. De 19:15; Jo 8:17; 2 Co 13:1; 1 Ti 5:19; He 10:28 

17 “If he refuses to listen to them, 
Rtell it to the church; and if he refuses 
to listen even to the church, "let him 
be to you as ‘a Gentile and ‘a tax col- 
lector. 1 Co 6:1ff ¢ 2 Th 3:6, 14f « Lit the e Lit the 


'$17:24-27 17:24 Equivalent to two denarii or two 
days’ wages, paid as atemple tax 17:27 Lit 
standard coin, which was a shekel % 18:2-6 

Y% 18:8-9 %% 18:10-14 18:11 Early mss do not 
contain this v 18:15 Late mss add against you 
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18 “Truly I say to you, }whatever 

you ‘bind on earth shall have 
been bound in heaven; and whatever 
you loose on earth shall have been 
loosed in heaven. Ma 16:19; Jo 20:23 « Or forbid 
19 “Again I say to you, that if two 

of you agree on earth about anything 
that they may ask, ®it shall be done 
for them ‘by My Father who is in 
heaven. Ma 7:7 ® Lit from 
20 “For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, 8I am 
there in their midst.” Ma 28:20 


Forgiveness 
ye 21 Then Peter came and said to 
Him, “Lord, Show often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive 
him? Up to seven times?” Ma 18:15 

22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say 
to you, up to seven times, but up to 
Rseventy times seven. Ge 4:24 

23 “For this reason ®the kingdom 
of heaven 'may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves. Ma 13:24 « Lit was compared to * Ma 25:19 

24 “When he had begun to settle 
them, one who owed him ‘ten thou- 
sand talents was brought to him. 

25 “But since he 8did not have the 
means to repay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, along with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and 
repayment to be made. Lk 7:42 

26 “So the slave fell to the ground 
and ®prostrated himself before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me and | 
will repay you everything,’ Ma 8:2 

27 “And the lord of that slave felt 
compassion and released him and 
Rforgave him the 'debt. © 1x 7:42 Or loan 

28 “But that slave went out and 
found one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred Fdenarii; and he 
seized him and began to choke him, 
saying, ‘Pay back what you owe,’ 

29 “So his fellow slave fell to the 
ground and began to plead with him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me and I 
will repay you.’ 

30 “But he was unwilling ‘and 
went and threw him in prison until he 
should pay back what was owed. Lit but 

31 “So when his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were deeply 
grieved and came and reported to 
their lord all that had happened. 

32 “Then summoning him, his 


1086 


lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I 
forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 

33 ‘Should you not also have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, in the 
same way that I had mercy on you?’ 

34 “And his lord, moved with 
anger, handed him over to the tortur- 
ers until he should repay all that was 
owed him. 

35 “RMy heavenly Father will also 
do the same to: you, if.each of you 
does not forgive his brother from 
Tyour heart.” Ma 6:14 ¢ Lit your hearts 


Concerning Divorce 
RWhen Jesus had finished these 
words, He departed from 
Galilee and came into the region of 
Judea beyond the Jordan; Ma 7:28 

2 and large crowds followed 
Him, and He healed them there. 

y* 3 Some Pharisees came to ‘Je- 
sus, testing Him and asking, “"Is 

it lawful for a man to divorce his wife 
for any reason at all?” Lit Hime Ma 5:31 
And He answered and said, 
“Have you not read ®that He who cre- 
ated them from the beginning MADE 
THEM MALE AND FEMALE, Ge 1:27; 5:2 

5 and said, ‘FoR THIS REASON A 
MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 
MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND 
THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH’? 

6 “So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man separate.” 

7 They *said to Him, ““Why then 
did Moses command to GIVE HER A 
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her 
AWAY?” De 24:1-4; Ma 5:31 

8 He *said to them, “Because of 
your hardness of heart Moses permit- 
ted you to ‘divorce your wives; but 
from the beginning it has not been 
this Way. Or send away 

9 “And I say to you, whoever 'di- 
vorces his wife, except for immoral- 
ity, and marries another woman 
commits adultery.” Ma 5:32 © Or sends away 

10 The disciples *said to Him, “If 
the relationship of the man with his 
wife is like this, it is better not to 
marry.” 


Y 18:18-20 %* 18:21-22 18:24 A talent was 
worth more than fifteen years’ wages of a laborer 
18:28 The denarius was a day’s wages %* 19:3-9 
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11 But He said to them, “Not all 
men can accept this statement, but 
ey those to whom it has been 
give 1 Co 7:7ff ¢ Ma 13:11 

12° “For there are eunuchs who 
were born that way from their 
mother’s womb; and there are eu- 
nuchs who were made eunuchs by 
men; and there are also eunuchs who 
made themselves eunuchs for the 
sake of the kingdom of heaven. He 
alto : able to accept this, let him ac- 
cept it.” : 


Jesus Blesses Little Children 

13 Then some children were 
brought to Him so that He might 

lay His hands on them and pray; and 

the disciples rebuked them. 

14 But Jesus said, “Let the chil- 
dren alone, and do not hinder them 
from coming to Me; for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

15 After laying His hands on 
them, He departed from there. 


The Rich Young Ruler 
16 And someone came to Him 
and said, “Teacher, what good thing 
shall I do that I may obtain Feternal 
life?” Ma 25:46 
17 And He said to him, “Why are 
you asking Me about what is good? 
There is only One who is good; but Fif 
you wish to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” Le 18:5; Ne 9:29; Eze 20:21 
18 Then he *said to Him, “Which 
ones?” And Jesus said, ““You SHALL 
NOT COMMIT MURDER; YOU SHALL NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY; YOU SHALL NOT 
STEAL; YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WIT- 
NESS; Ex 20:13-16; De 5:17-20 
19 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND 
MOTHER; and RYOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” Le 19:18 
20 The young man *said to Him, 
“All these things I have kept; what am 
I still lacking?” 
21 Jesus said to him, “If you 
wish to be complete, go and sell 
your possessions and give to the poor, 
and you will have ‘treasure i in heaven; 
and come, follow Me.” Ma 6:20 
22 But when the young man heard 
this statement, he went away grieving; 
for he yes one who owned much 
propert 
23 aa Jesus said to His disciples, 
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“Truly I say to you, Rit is hard for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Ma 13:22; Mk 10:23f; Lk 18:24 
24 “Again I say to you, Rit is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God.” Mk 10:25; Lk 18:25 
25 When the disciples heard this, 
they were very astonished and said, 
“Then who can be saved?” 
oO) And looking at them Jesus 
“Said to them, “With people this is 
impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.” 


The Disciples’ Reward 

27 Then Peter said to Him, “Be- 
hold, we have left everything and fol- 
lowed You; what then will there be for 
us?” 

28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly 
I say to you, that you who have fol- 
lowed Me, in the regeneration when 
Rthe Son of Man will sit on His glori- 
ous throne, you also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Ma 25:31 

29 “And Reveryone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father 
or mother For children or farms for 
My name’s sake, will receive many 
times as much, and will inherit eter- 
nal life. Ma 6:33; Mk 10:29f; Lk 18:29f 

30 “But many who are first will be 
last; and the last, first. 


Laborers in the Vineyard 
20% Rthe kingdom of heaven is 
like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers 
for his ®vineyard. Ma 13:24 ® Ma 21:28, 33 

2 “When he had agreed with the 
laborers for a fdenarius for the day, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 

3 “And he went out about the 
Fthird hour and saw others standing 
idle in the market place; 

4 and to those he said, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and whatever is 
right I will give you.’ And so they 
went. 

5 “Again he went out about the 


Y% 19:13-15 % 19:19 % 19:21-24 

Y 19:26-29 19:29 One early ms adds or wife 
20:2 The denarius was a day’s wages 20:3 Le. 9 
a.m. 
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Fsixth and the ninth hour, and did "the 
same thing. Lit similarly 

6 “And about the Feleventh hour 
he went out and found others stand- 
ing around; and he *said to them, 
‘Why have you been standing here 
idle all day long?’ 

7 “They *said to him, ‘Because no 
one hired us.’ He *said to them, ‘You 
go into the vineyard too.’ 

8 “When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard *said to his 
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the 
last group to the first,’ Le 19:13; De 24:15 

9 “When those hired about the 
eleventh hour came, each one re- 
ceived a Fdenarius. 

10 “When those hired first came, 
they thought that they would receive 
more; ‘but each of them also received 
a denarius. Lit each one a denarius 

11 “When they received it, they 
grumbled at the landowner, 

12 saying, ‘These last men have 
worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden and the 8scorching 
heat of the day,’ Jon 4:8; Lk 12:55; Jam 1:11 

13 “But he answered and said to 
one of them, ‘’Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for a denarius? Ma 22:12: 26:50 

14 ‘Take what is yours and go, but 
I wish to give to this last man the 
same as to you. 

15 ‘Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I wish with what is my own? Or 
is your eye Tenvious because I am 
generous?’ De 15:9; Ma 6:23; Mk 7:22 « Lit evil 

16 “So the last shall be first, and 
the first last.” Ma 19:30; Mk 10:31; Lk 13:30 


Death, Resurrection Foretold 

17 As Jesus was about to go up to 
Jerusalem, He took the twelve disci- 
ples aside by themselves, and on the 
way He said to them, 

18 “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will 
be ‘delivered to the chief priests and 
scribes, and they will condemn Him 
to death, Ma 16:21 © Or betrayed 

19 and will hand Him over to the 
Gentiles to mock and scourge and 
crucify Him, and on 8the third day He 
Will be raised up.” — Ma 16:21: 17:23: Lk 18:32f 
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Preferment Asked 
20 Then the mother of ®the sons 
of Zebedee came to Jesus with 
her sons, bowing down and making a 
request of Him. Ma 4:21; 10:2 

21 And He said to her, “What do 
you wish?” She *said to Him, “Com- 
mand that in Your kingdom these two 
sons of mine ®may sit one on Your 
right and one on Your left.” Ma 19:28 

22 But Jesus answered, “You do 
not know what you-are asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I am 
about to drink?” They *said to Him, 
“We are able.” 

23 He *said to them, “My cup you 
shall drink; but to sit on My right and 
on My left, this is not Mine to give, 
Rbut it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared by My Father.” Ma 13:11 

4 And hearing this, the ten be- 
came indignant with the two brothers. 

25 ®But Jesus called them to Him- 
self and said, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great men exercise 
authority over them. Ma 20-25-28; Lk 22:25-27 

26 “It is not this way among you, 
Rbut whoever wishes to become 
great among you shall be your ser- 
vant, Ma 23:11; Mk 9:35; 10:43; Lk 22:26 

27 and whoever wishes to be first 
among you shall be your slave; 

28 just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His ‘life a ransom for 
many.” Ma 8:20 ¢ Or soul 


Sight for the Blind 
1s 29 As they were leaving Jericho, a 
large crowd followed Him. 

30 And two blind men sitting by 
the road, hearing that Jesus was pass- 
ing by, cried out, “Lord, Shave mercy 
on us, Son of David!” — Ma9:27+ Ma 20:31 

31 The crowd sternly told them to 
be quiet, but they cried out all the 
more, “Lord, ®Son of David, have 
mercy on us!” Ma 9:27 

32 And Jesus stopped and called 
them, and said, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” 

33 They *said to Him, “Lord, we 
want our eyes to be opened.” 


20:5 Le. noon and3 p.m. 20:6 Le.5 p.m, 
20:9 The denarius was a day’s wages 2 20:20-21 
Y 20:26-28  #20:29-34 
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34 Moved with compassion, Jesus 
touched their eyes; and immediately 
hey regained their sight and followed 

im. 


The Triumphal Entry 

2 When they had approached 
Jerusalem and had come to 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, 

2 saying to them, “Go into the vil- 
lage opposite you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied there and 
a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to Me. 

3 “If anyone says anything to 
you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need 
of them,’ and immediately he will 
send them.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what 
was spoken through the prophet: 

5 “RS ay TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 

‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING 
TO YOU, 

GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A 
DONKEY, 

EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A 
BEAST OF BURDEN. ” Is 62:11; Ze 9:9 

6 The disciples went and did just 
as Jesus had instructed them, 

7 and brought the donkey and 
the colt, and laid their coats on them; 
and He sat on "the coats. Lit them 

8 Most of the crowd spread 
their coats in the road, and others 
were cutting branches from the trees 
and spreading them in the road. 

9 The crowds going ahead of 
Him, and those who followed, were 
shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David; 
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN 
THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
Hosanna in the highest!” 

10 When He had_ entered 
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, 
saying, “Who is this?” i 

11 And the crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus, from 
RNazareth in Galilee.” Ma 2:23 


Cleansing the Temple 

12 And Jesus entered the temple 
and drove out all those who were buy- 
ing and selling in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who 
were selling doves. Le 1:14; 5:7; 12:8 
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13 And He *said to them, “It is 
written, ‘“My HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A 
HOUSE OF PRAYER’; but you are making 
it a ROBBERS’ TDEN: ” 15 56:7 ¢ Je 7:11 © Lit cave 

14 And the blind and the lame 
came to Him in the temple, and "He 
healed them. Ma 4:23 

15 But when the chief priests and 
the scribes saw the wonderful things 
that He had done, and the children 
who were shouting in the temple, 
“Hosanna to the 8Son of David,” they 
became indignant Ma 9:27 

16 and *said to Him, “Do You hear 
what these children are saying?” And 
Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 
never read, ‘OUT OF THE MOUTH OF IN- 
FANTS AND NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE 
PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF’?” 

17 And He left them and went out 
of the city to Bethany, and spent the 
night there. 


The Barren Fig Tree 

bs 18 RNow in the morning, when He 
was returning to the city, He be- 

came hungry. Ma 21:18-22: Mk 11:12-14, 20-24 

19 Seeing a lone ®fig tree by the 
road, He came to it and found noth- 
ing on it except leaves only; and He 
*said to it, “No longer shall there ever 
be any fruit from you.” And at once 
the fig tree withered. Lk 13:6-9 
yw 20 Seeing this, the disciples 

were amazed and asked, “How 
did the fig tree wither all at once?” 

21 And Jesus answered and said 
to them, “Truly I say to you, if you 
have faith and do not doubt, you will 
not only do what was done to the fig 
tree, but even if you say to this moun- 
tain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the 
sea,’ it will happen. 

22 “And all things you ask in 
prayer, believing, you will receive.” 


Authority Challenged 

23 When He entered the temple, 
the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to Him "while He was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority 
are You doing these things, and who 
gave You this authority?” Ma 26:55 

24 Jesus said to them, “I will also 
ask you one "thing, which if you tell 


$91:18-19 3% 21:20-22 
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Me, I will also tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things. Lit word 

25 “The baptism of John was from 
what source, from heaven or from 
men?” And they began reasoning 
among themselves, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Then 
why did you not believe him?’ 

26 “But if we say, ‘From men, we 
fear the people; for they all regard 
John as 8a prophet.” Ma 11:9; Mk 6:20 

27 And answering Jesus, they 
said, “We do not know.” He also said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I do these things. ; 


Parable of Two Sons 

28 “But what do you think? A man 
had two ‘sons, and he came to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go work today in 
the 8vineyard.’ Lit children * Ma 20:1; 21:33 

29 “And he answered, ‘I will not’; 
but afterward he regretted it and 
went. 

30 “The man came to the second 
and said the same thing; and he an- 
swered, ‘I will, sir’; but he did not go. 

31 “Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” They “said, “The first.” 
Jesus *said to them, “Truly I say to you 
that ®the tax collectors and prostitutes 
Twill get into the kingdom of God be- 
fore you. Lk 7:29, 37-50 ¢ Lit are getting into 

32 “For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him; but the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did believe him; and you, 
seeing this, did not even feel remorse 
afterward so as to believe him. 


Parable of the Landowner 

33 “Listen to another parable. 
RThere was a landowner who 
PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL 
AROUND IT AND DUG A WINE PRESS IN IT, 
AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out 
to vine-growers and ®went on a jour- 
ney. Ma 21:33-46: Mk 12:1-12; Lk 20:9-19 ¢ Ma 25:14 

34 “When the harvest time ap- 
proached, he sent his slaves to the 
vine-growers to receive his produce. 

35 “The vine-growers took his 
slaves and beat one, and killed an- 
other, and stoned a third. 

36 “Again he ®sent another group 
of slaves larger than the first; and they 
did the same thing to them. Ma 22:4 

37 “But afterward he sent his son 
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to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son,’ | 

38 “But when the vine-growers 
saw the son, they said among them- 
selves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 

39 “They took him, and threw him 
out of the vineyard and killed him.. 

40 “Therefore when the Towner of 
the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those vine-growers?” Lit lord 

41 They *said to Him, “He will 
bring those wretches to a wretched 
end, and will rent out the vineyard to 
other vine-growers who will pay him 
the proceeds at the proper seasons.” 

2 Jesus *said to them, “Did you 
never read in the Scriptures, 

“THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED, 

THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER 
stone; 

THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE 
Lorp, 

AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR 

YES’? 

43 “Therefore I say to you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a ™people, pro- 
ducing the fruit of it. Lit nation 

44 “And 8he who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces; but on 
whomever it falls, it will scatter him 
like dust.” Is 8:14, 15 

45 When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard His parables, they 
understood that He was speaking 
about them. 

46 When they sought to seize 
Him, they ®feared the "people, be- 
cause they considered Him to be a 
Rprophet. Ma 21:26 ¢ Lit crowds * Ma 21:11 


Parable of the Marriage Feast 

Dank spoke to them again in 
parables, saying, 

2 “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a 
Rwedding feast for his son. Lk 12:36: Jo 22 
3 “And he ®sent out his slaves to 
call those who had been invited to the 
wedding feast, and they were unwill- 
ing to come. Ma 21:34 
4 “Again he ®sent out other 
slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited, “Behold, I have prepared 
my dinner; my oxen and my fattened 
livestock are all butchered and every- 
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thing is ready; come to the wedding 
feast.”’ Ma 21:36 

- 5 “But they paid no attention and 
went their way, one to his own Tfarm, 
another to his business, Or field 

6 and the rest seized his slaves 
and mistreated them and killed them. 

7 “But the king was enraged, and 
he sent his armies and destroyed those 
murderers and set their city on fire. 

8 “Then he *said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those who 
were invited were not worthy. 

9 ‘Go therefore to the main high- 
ways, and as many as you find there, 
invite to the wedding feast.’ 

10 “Those slaves went out into the 
streets and gathered together all they 
found, both evil and good; and the 
wedding hall was filled with ‘dinner 


guests. Lit those reclining at the table 


11 “But when the king came in to 
look over the dinner guests, he saw 8a 
man there who was not dressed in 
wedding clothes, 2 Ki 10:22: Ze 3:3, 4 

12 and he *said to him, ‘®Friend, 
how did you come in here without 
wedding clothes?’ And the man was 
speechless. Ma 20:13: 26:50 

13 “Then the king said to the ser- 
vants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness; in 
that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth’ = Ma 8:12; 25:30; Lk 13:28 

14 “For many are ®called, but few 
are chosen.” Ma 24:22; 2 Pe 1:10; Re 17:14 


Tribute to Caesar 
15 Then the Pharisees went and 
plotted together how they might trap 
Him Tin what He said. Lit in word 
16 And they *sent their disciples 
to Him, along with the ®Herodians, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that You 
are truthful and teach the way of God 
in truth, and defer to no one; for You 
are not partial to any. Mk 3:6; 8:15; 12:13 
17 “Tell us then, what do You 
think? Is it lawful to give a ®poll-tax to 
RCaesar, or not?” Ma 17:25 Lk 2:1; 3:1 
18 But Jesus perceived their 'mal- 
ice, and said, “Why are you testing 
Me, you hypocrites? Or wickedness 
19 “Show Me the 8coin used for the 
poll-tax.” And they brought Him a 
Tdenarius.Ma 17:25 « The denarius was a day’s wages 
20 And He *said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 
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21 They *said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 
Then He *said to them, “Then render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; 
and to God the things that are God’s.” 

22 And hearing this, they were 
amazed, and ®leaving Him, they went 
away. Mk 12:12 


Jesus Answers the Sadducees 

23 On that day some Sadducees 
(who say there is no resurrection) 
came to Jesus and questioned Him, 

24 asking, “Teacher, Moses said, 
‘RIF A MAN DIES HAVING NO CHILDREN, HIS 
BROTHER AS NEXT OF KIN SHALL MARRY 
HIS WIFE, AND RAISE UP CHILDREN FOR HIS 
BROTHER.’ De 25:5 

25 “Now there were seven broth- 
ers with us; and the first married and 
died, and having no children left his 
wife to his brother; 

26 so also the second, and the 
third, down to the seventh. 

27 “Last of all, the woman died. 

28 “In the resurrection, therefore, 
whose wife of the seven will she be? 
For they all had married her.” 

29 But Jesus answered and said to 
them, “You are mistaken, not Tunder- 
standing the Scriptures nor the power 
of God. Jo 20:9 ¢ Or knowing 

30 “For in the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in mar- 
riage, but are like angels in heaven. 

31 “But regarding the resurrection 
of the dead, have you not read what 
was spoken to you by God: 

32 ‘8] am THE GoD OF ABRAHAM, 
AND THE GoD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD 
oF JAcosp’? He is not the God of the 
dead but of the living.” Ex 3:6 

33 When the crowds heard this, 
Rthey were astonished at His teach- 
ing. Ma 7:28 

34 But when the Pharisees heard 
that Jesus had silenced ®the Sad- 
ducees, they gathered themselves to- 
gether. Ma 22:34-40: Mk 12:28-31; Lk 10:25-37 # Ma 3:7 

35 One of them, “a lawyer, asked 
Him a question, testing Him, 

36 “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” 

37 And He said to him, “‘You 
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GoD 


22:35 Le. an expert in the Mosaic Law 
Y% 22:37-39 
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WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 

38 “This is the great and "fore- 
most commandment. Or first 

39 “The second is like it, ‘“You 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOUR- 
SELF.’ Le 19:18; Ma 19:19; Ga 5:14 

40 “ROn these two command- 
ments depend the whole Law and the 
Prophets.” > Ma 7:12 

41 Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them 
a question: Ma 22:41-46: Mk 12:35-37; Lk 20:41-44 

42 “What do you think about the 
Christ, whose son is He?” They *said 
to Him, “8The son of David.” Ma 9:27 

43 He *said to them, “Then how 
does David in the Spirit call Him 
‘Lord,’ saying, 2 Sa 23:2; Re 1:10; 4:2 

44 ‘THE LorD SAID TO my Lorp, 

“Sit AT My RIGHT HAND, 
Untit I put Your ENEMIES 
BENEATH YOUR FEET”’? 

45 “If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ 

how is He his son?” 
RNo one was able to answer 

Him a word, nor did anyone dare 
from that day on to ask Him Tanother 
question. Mk 12:34; Lk 14:6; 20:40 « Lit any longer 


Pharisaism Exposed 
2 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds 
and to His disciples, 

2 saying: “kThe scribes and the 
Pharisees have seated themselves in 
the chair of Moses; De 33:3¢; Ez 7:6, 25; Ne 8:4 

3 therefore all that they tell you, 
do and observe, but do not do accord- 
ing to their deeds; for they say things 
and do not do them. 

4 “They tie up heavy burdens 
and lay them on men’s shoulders, but 
they themselves are unwilling to 
move them with so much as a finger. 

5 “But they do all their deeds ®to 
be noticed by men; for they broaden 
their ‘phylacteries and lengthen the 
tassels of their garments. Ma 6:1, 5, 16 

6 “They 8love the place of honor 
at banquets and the chief seats in the 
synagogues, Lk 11:43; 14:7; 20:46 

7 and respectful greetings in the 
market places, and being called Rabbi 
by men. 

8 “But ®do not be called Rabbi: 
for One is your Teacher, and you are 
all brothers. Jam 3:1 

9 “Do not call anyone on earth 
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your father; for .One is your Father, 
He who is in heaven. Ma 6:9; 7:11 

10 “Do not be called leaders; for 
One is your Leader, that is, Christ. 

11 “8But the greatest among you 
shall be your servant. Ma 20:26 

12 “RWhoever exalts himself shall 
be humbled; and whoever humbles 
himself shall be exalted. — Lk 14:11; 18:14 


Eight Woes 

13 “8But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites, because you 
shut off the kingdom of heaven from 
people; for you do not enter in your- 
selves, nor do you allow those who are 
entering to go in. Ma 23:15, 16, 23, 25, 27, 29 

14 [“FWoe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites, because ®you 
devour widows’ houses, and for a pre- 
tense you make long prayers; there- 
fore you will receive greater 
condemnation.] Mk 12:40; Lk 20:47 

15 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar- 
isees, hypocrites, because you travel 
around on sea and land to make one 
proselyte; and when he becomes one, 
you make him twice as much a son of 
Rhell as yourselves. Ma 5:22 

16 “Woe to you, ®blind guides, 
who say, ‘‘Whoever swears by the 
temple, that is nothing; but whoever 
swears by the gold of the temple is ob- 
ligated,’ Ma 15:14; 23:24 © Ma 5:33-35 

17 “You fools and blind men! 
RWhich is ™more important, the gold 
or the ‘temple that sanctified the 
gold? Ex 30:29 ¢ Lit greater ¢ Or sanctuary 
18 “And, ‘Whoever swears by the 
altar, that is nothing, but whoever 
swears by the ‘offering on it, he is ob- 
ligated.’ Or gift 

19 “You blind men, which is more 
important, the offering, or the altar 
that sanctifies the offering? 

20 “Therefore, "whoever. swears 
by the altar, swears’ both by "the altar 
and by everything on it. Lit he who « Lit it 

21 “And whoever swears by the 
temple, swears both by the temple 
and by Him who dwells within it. 

22 “And whoever swears by 
heaven, swears both by the throne of 
God and by Him who sits upon it. 


23:5 Ie. small cases containing Scripture texts worn 
on the left arm and forehead for religious purposes 
23:14 This v not found in early mss 
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_ 23 “®Woe to you, scribes and Phar- 
isees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 
and dill and cummin, and have neg- 
lected the weightier provisions of the 
law: justice and mercy and faithful- 
ness; but these are the things you 
should have done without neglecting 
the others. Ma 23:13; Lk 11:42 
24 “You blind guides, who strain 
out a gnat and swallow a camel! 

_ 25. “Woe to you, scribes and Phar- 
isees, hypocrites! For ®you clean the 
outside of the cup and of the dish, but 
inside they are full of robbery and 
self-indulgence. Mk 7:4; Lk 11:39f 

26 “You blind Pharisee, first 
clean the inside of the cup and of the 
_ dish, so that the outside of it may be- 

come clean also. Mk 7:4; Lk 11:39f 
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Phar- 
’ isees, hypocrites! For you are like 
- whitewashed tombs which on the out- 
side appear beautiful, but inside they 
are full of dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness. Lk 11:44; Ac 23:3 

28 “So you, too, outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inwardly you 
are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
29 “RWoe to you, scribes and Phar- 

isees, hypocrites! For you build the 
tombs of the prophets and adorn the 
monuments of the righteous, Lk 11:47f 

30. and say, ‘If we had been living 
in the days of our fathers, we would 
not have been partners with them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 

31 “So you testify against your- 
selves, that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. 

32. “Fill up, then, the measure of 
the guilt of your fathers. 

33. “You serpents, you brood of 
vipers, how will you escape the sen- 
tence of ®hell? Ma 3:7; Lk 3:7 ® Ma 5:22 

34 “Therefore, behold, I am send- 
ing you prophets and wise men and 
scribes; some of them you will kill 
and crucify, and some of them you 
will scourge in your synagogues, and 
Rpersecute from city to city, Ma 10:23 

35 so that upon you may fall the 
guilt of all the righteous blood shed 
on earth, from the blood of righteous 
RAbel to the blood of Zechariah, the 
Rgon of Berechiah, whom you mur- 
dered between the temple and the 
altar. Ge 4:8ff; He 11:4 ¢ Ze 1:1 ° 2 Ch 24:21 

36 “Truly I say to you, all these 
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things will come upon ®this genera- 
TONuiaig ¥ dh bs Ma 10:23; 24:34 


Lament over Jerusalem . 

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who 
Rkills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to her! How often I 
wanted to gather your children to- 
gether, the way a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, and you were 
unwilling. Ma 23:37-39: Lk 13:34, 35 ¢ Ma 5:12 

38 “Behold, 8your house is being 
left to you desolate! 1 Ki 9:7f; Je 22:5 

39 “For I say to you, from now on 
you will not see Me until you say, 
‘RBLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE 
NAME OF THE Lorp!’” Ps 118:26; Ma 21:9 


Signs of Christ’s Return 

2 Jesus came out from the tem- 
ple and was going away ‘when 

His disciples came up to point out the 

temple buildings to Him. Ma 21:23 « Lit and 

2 And He said to them, “Do you 
not see all these things? Truly I say to 
you, ®not one stone here will be left 
upon another, which will not be torn 
down.” Lk 19:44 

3 As He was sitting on the 

Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to Him privately, saying, “Tell 
us, when will these things happen, 
and what will be the sign of Your com- 
ing, and of the end of the age?” 

4 And Jesus answered and said 
to them, “®See to it that no one mis- 
leads you. Je 29:8 

5 “For many will come in My 
name, saying, ‘I am the "Christ, and 
will mislead many. Le. the Messiah 

6 “You will be hearing of wars 
and rumors of wars. See that you are 
not frightened, for those things must 
take place, but that is not yet the end. 

7 “For nation will rise against na- 
tion, and kingdom against kingdom, 
and in various places there will be 
famines and earthquakes. 

8 “But all these things are merely 
the beginning of birth pangs. 

9 “RThen they will deliver you to 
tribulation, and will kill you, and ®you 
will be hated by all nations because of 
My name. Ma 10:17; Jo 16:2 ¢ Ma 10:22; Jo 15:18ff 

10 “At that time many will "fall 
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away and will "betray one another 
and hate one another. Ma 11:6 « Or hand over 
11 “Many false prophets will arise 
and willmislead many... 
12 “Because lawlessness is in- 
creased, ‘most people’s love will grow 
cold. Lit the love of many 
13 “RBut the one who endures to 
the end, he will be saved. Ma 10:22 
14 “This gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in the whole world 
as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come. 


Perilous Times 

15 “Therefore when you see the 
ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was 
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place (let the 
reader understand), 

16 then those who are in Judea 
must flee to the mountains. 

17 “TWhoever is on the housetop 
must not go down to get the things out 
that are in his house. Lit He who 

18 “TWhoever is in the field must 
not turn back to get his cloak. Lit He who 

19 “But ®woe to those who are 
pregnant and to those who are nurs- 
ing babies in those days! Lk 23:29 

20 “But pray that your flight will 
not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 

21 “For then there will be a ®great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred 
since the beginning of the world until 
now, nor ever Will. Da 12:1; Joel 2:2: Ma 24:29 

22 “Unless those days had been 
cut short, no ‘life would have been 
saved; but for the sake of the elect 
those days will be cut short. Lit flesh 

23 “RThen if anyone says to you, 
‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There 
He is,’ do not believe him. Lk 17:23f 

24 “For false Christs and false 
prophets will arise and will show 
great signs and wonders, so as to mis- 
lead, if possible, even the elect. 

25 “Behold, I have told you in ad- 
vance. 

26 “So if they say to you, ‘Behold, 
He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, 
or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ 
do not believe them. 
pi 27“8For just as the lightning 

7 comes from the east and flashes 
even to the west, so will the coming of 
the Son of Man be. Lk 17:24 © Ma 8:20 
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28 “Wherever the corpse is, there 
the ‘vultures will gather. Or eagles 


The Glorious Return ) 
29 “But immediately after the 
Rtribulation of those days THE SUN 
WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL 
NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL 
FALL from the sky, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. Ma 24:21 
aN 30 “And then "the sign of the Son 
> of Man will appear in the sky, and 
then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son oF 
MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY 
with power and great glory. Ma 24:3; Re 1:7 
31 “And He will send forth His 
angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and 
THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect 
from the four winds, from one end of 
the sky to the other. Ma 13:41 


Parable of the Fig Tree 
32 “Now learn the parable from 
the fig tree: when its branch has al- 
ready become tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near; 
yw 33 so, you too, when you see all 
these things, recognize that He is 
near, right Sat the door. —— Jam5:9; Re 3:20 
34 “Truly I say to you, ®this gener- 
ation will not pass away until all these 
things take place. Ma 10:23; 16:28; 23:36 
35 “RHeaven and earth will pass 
away, but My words will not pass 
away. Ma 5:18; Mk 13:31; Lk 21:33 
36 “But of that day and hour no 
one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
alone. Mk 13:32; Ac 1:7 
NN 37 “For the coming of the Son of 
7° Man will be ®just like the days of 
Noah. Ma 16:27; 24:3, 30, 39 © Ge 6:5; 7:6-23: Lk 17:26f 
38 “For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, 
Rmarrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered the 
ark, Ma 22:30 © Ge 7:7 
39 and they did not Tunderstand 
until the flood came and took them all 
away; So will the coming of the Son 
of Man be. Lit know © Ma 16:27; 24:3, 30, 37 
40 “Then there will be two men in 
the field; one ™will be taken and one 
Twill be left. Lit is © Lit is 


W 24:27 24:30 % 24:31 3 24:33-36 
W 24:37-44 
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41 “8Two women will be grinding 
rf the ®mill; one will be taken and one 
pun be left. Lk 17:35 © Ex 11:5; De 24:6; Is 47:2 


Be , Ready for — 
His Coming 

42 “Therefore ®be on the alert, for 
you do not know which day your Lord 
iS COMING. Ma 24:43, 44; 25:10, 13; Lk 12:39f; 21:36 

43 “But ‘be sure of this, that if the 
head of the house had known at what 
time of the night the thief was com- 
ing, he would have been on the alert 
and would not have allowed his house 
to be broken into. - Lit know this 

44 “For this reason ®you also must 
_ be ready; for the Son of Man is com- 

_ing at an hour when you do not think 
_ Hewill. Ma 24:42, 43; 25:10, 13; Lk 12:39f; 21:36 
45 “Who then is the faithful and 
~ sensible slave whom his master put in 
charge of his household to give them 
their food at the proper time? 

46 “Blessed is that slave whom his 
Tmaster finds so doing when he 
comes. Or lord 

47 “Truly I say to you that ®he will 
eons a in charge of all his posses- 
sio Ma 25:21, 23 

48 “But if that evil slave says in his 
heart, ‘My ™master ‘is not coming for 
a long time,’ Or lord ¢ Lit lingers 

49 and begins to beat his fellow 
- a and eat and drink with drunk- 
ards; 

50 the ™master of that slave will 
come on a day when he does not ex- 
pect him and at an hour which he 
does not know, Or lord 

51 and will cut him in pieces and 
assign him a place with the hypocrites; 
in that place there will be ®weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. Ma 8:12 


Parable of Ten Virgins 
2 a Gath Rthe kingdom of heaven 
will be comparable to ten vir- 
gins, who took their lamps and went 
out meet the bridegroom. = _- Ma 13:24 
2 “Five of them were foolish, and 
five wea Rprudent. Ma 7:24; 10:16; 25:2ff 
3 “For when the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with 
them, 
4 but the prudent took oil in 
flasks along with their lamps. 
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5 “Now while the bridegroom 
was delaying, they all got drowsy and 
began to'sleep. 

~ 6 “But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Sone 
out ie meet him.’ 

7 “Then all those virgins | rose 
and trimmed their lamps. | 

8 “The foolish said to the pru- 
dent, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out,’ 

9 “But the prudent answered, 
‘No, there will not be enough for us 
and you too; go instead to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’ 

10 “And while they were going 
away to make the purchase, the 
bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the 
wedding feast; and the door was 
shut. 

11 “Later the other virgins also 
came, saying, ‘“Lord, lord, open up for 

Ma 7:21 ff; Lk 13:25 

‘12 “But he answered, ‘Truly I say 
to you, I do not know you.’ 

13 “Be on the alert then, for you 
do not know the day nor the hour. 


Parable of the Talents 

14 “For it is just like a man about 
to go on a journey, who called his own 
slaves and entrusted his possessions 
to them. Ma 25:14-30; Lk 19:12-27 

15 “To one he gave five 8talents, to 
another, two, and to another, one, 
each according to his own ability; and 
he went on his journey. Ma 18:24; Lk 19:13 

16 “Immediately the one who had 
received the five talents went and 
traded with them, and gained five 
more talents. Ma 18:24; Lk 19:13 

17 “In the same manner the one 
who had received the two talents 
gained two more. 

18 “But he who received the one 
talent went away, and dug a hole in 
eg ne and hid his ‘master’s 
mo Or lord’s 

19 veNOw after a long time the 
master of those slaves *came and 
*Rgettled accounts with them. Ma 18:23 

20 “The one who had received the 
five Xtalents came up and brought five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you en- 
trusted five talents to me. See, I have 
gained five more talents.’ Ma 18:24; Lk 19:13 
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21 “His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful slave. 
You were faithful with a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your 
Tmaster,’ Lk 12:44; 22:29; Re 3:21; 21:7 ¢ Or lord 
22 “Also the one who had received 
the two "talents came up and said, 
‘Master, you entrusted two talents to 
me. See, I have gained two more tal- 
ents.’ Ma 18:24; Lk 19:13 
23 “His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful slave. You 
were faithful with a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master,’ 

24 “And the one also who had re- 
ceived the one 8talent came up and 
said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you did not sow 
and gathering where you scattered no 
seed. Ma 18:24; Lk 19:13 

25 ‘And I was afraid, and went 
away and hid your talent in the 
ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 

26 “But his master answered and 
said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, 
you knew that I reap where I did not 
es and gather where I scattered no 
seed. 

27 ‘Then you ought to have put:my 
money ‘in the bank, and on my ar- 
rival I would have received my money 
back with interest. Lit to the bankers 

28 ‘Therefore take away the talent 
from him, and give it to the one who 
has the ten talents.’ 

29 “For to everyone who has, more 
shall be given, and he will have an 
abundance; but from the one who 
does not have, even what he does 
have shall be taken away. 

30 “Throw out the worthless slave 
into the outer darkness; in that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Ma 8:12; 22:13; Lk 13:28 


The Judgment 
a) 31“But when the Son of Man 
7 comes in His glory, and all the an- 
gels with Him, then ®He will sit on His 
glorious throne. Ma 19:28 
32 “All the nations will be ®gath- 
ered before Him; and He will separate 
them from one another, Ras the shep- 
herd separates the sheep from the 
goats; Ma 13:49; 2 Co 5:10 # Eze 34:17, 20 
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~ 33 and He will put the sheep 
on His right, and the goats on the 
lefts a-b8 sO 217 xe BeN C 

34 “Then the King will say to 
¥ those on His right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. © t 

35 ‘For 8] was hungry, and you 
gave Me something to eat; I was 
thirsty, and you gave Me something to 
drink; I was a stranger, and you in- 
vited Me in; Is 58:7; Eze 18:7, 16; Jam 2:15, 16 

36 naked, and you clothed Me; I 
was sick, and you 8visited Me; I was in 
prison, and you came to Me.’ — Jam 1:27 

37 “Then the righteous will 
answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we 
see You hungry, and feed You, or 
thirsty, and give You something to 
drink? ot 

38 ‘And when did we see You a 
stranger, and invite You in, or naked, 
and clothe You? 

- 39 ‘When did we see You sick, or 
in prison, and come to You?’ ) 

40 “The King will answer and say 
to them, “Truly I say to you, to the ex- 
tent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of 
them, you did it to Me.’ 

41 “Then He will also say to those 
on His left, ‘“Depart from Me, accursed 
ones, into the eternal fire which has 
been prepared for the devil and his 
angels; Ma 7:23 © Ma 4:10; Re 12:9 

42 for I was hungry, and you gave 
Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you gave Me nothing to drink; 

43 I was a stranger, and you did 
not invite Me in; naked, and you did 
not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and 
you did not visit Me.’ 

44 “Then they themselves also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not ‘take care of You?’ Or serve 

45 “Then He will answer them, 
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that 
you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to Me’ 

46 “These will go away into eter- 
nal punishment, but the right- 
eous into eternal life.” 


Y 25:21 W25:31 3% 25:34-41 % 25:46 
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The Plot to Kill Jesus 
26: When Jesus had finished all 
these words, He said to His dis- 
Ma 7:28 
2° “You know that after two days 
the Passover is coming, and the Son 
of Man is to be ®handed over for cru- 
cifixion.” Ma 26:2-5: Mk 14:1, 2; Lk 22:1, 2° Ma 10:4 
3 ®Then the chief priests and the 
elders of the people were gathered to- 
gether in the court of the high priest, 
named Caiaphas; Jo 11:47 
_4 and they plotted together to 
seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him. 
_ 9 But they were saying, “Not dur- 
ing the festival, otherwise a riot might 
occur among the people.” 


DKS. 


The Precious Ointment 

6 RNow when Jesus was in 
Bethany, at the home of Simon the 
leper, Ma 26:6-13: Mk 14:3-9; Lk 7:37-39; Jo 12:1-8 

7 a woman came to Him with an 
alabaster vial of very costly perfume, 
and she poured it on His head as He 
reclined at the table. Lk 7:37f 

8 But the disciples were indig- 
nant when they saw this, and said, 
“Why this waste? 

9 “For this perfume might have 
been sold for a high price and the 
money given to the poor.” 

10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to 
them, “Why do you bother the 
woman? For she has done a good 
deed to Me. 

11 “For you always have ®the poor 
ae you; but you do not always have 

De 15:11; Mk 14:7; Jo 12:8 

“19 “For when she poured this per- 
fume on My body, she did it ®to pre- 
pare Me for burial. Jo 19:40 

13 “Truly I say to you, wherever 
this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what this woman has done will 
also be spoken of in memory of her.” 


Judas’s Bargain 

14 ®Then one of the twelve, named 
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests Ma 26:14-16: Mk 14:10, 11; Lk 22:3-6 

15 and said, “What are you willing 
to give me to Rbetray Him to you?” 
And ®they weighed out thirty pieces 
of silver to him. —_ Ma 10:4 * Ex 21:32; Ze 11:12 

16 From then on he began looking 
for a good opportunity to "betray ‘Je- 
sus. Or deliver * Lit Him 
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17 ®Now on the first day of Un- 
leavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus and asked, “Where do You want 
us to prepare for You to eat the 
Passover?” — Ma 26:17-19: Mk 14:12-16; Lk 22:7-13 

18 And He said, “Go into the city 
to a certain man, and say to him, “The 
Teacher says, “RMy time is near; lam 
to keep the Passover at your house 
with My disciples.”’” Jo 7:6,8 

_ 19 The disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them; and they prepared the 
Passover. 


The Last Passover 

20 RNow when evening came, 
Jesus was reclining at the table with 
the twelve disciples. Ma 26:20-24: Mk 14:17-21 

21 As they were eating, He said, 
“RTruly I say to you that one of you 
will betray Me.” Lk 22:21-23; Jo 13:21f 

22 Being deeply grieved, they 
Teach one began to say to Him, 
“Surely not I, Lord?” Or one after another 

23 And He answered, “He who 
dipped his hand with Me in the bowl 
is the one who will betray Me. 

24 “The Son of Man is to go, just 
as it is written of Him; but woe to that 
man by whom the Son of Man is be- 
trayed! It would have been good for 
that man if he had not been born.” 

25 And ®Judas, who was betraying 
Him, *said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” 
Jesus said to him, “You have said it 
yourself.” Ma 26:14 ® Ma 23:7; 26:49 


The Lord’s Supper Instituted 

26 While they were eating, Jesus 
took some bread, and after a bless- 
ing, He broke it and gave it to the dis- 
ciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

y.” Ma 14:19 

27 And when He had taken a cup 
and given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

28 for this is My blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for 
Rmany for forgiveness of sins. Ma 20:28 

29 “But I say to you, I will not 
drink of this fruit of the vine from 
now on until that day when I drink it 
new with you in My Father’s king- 
dom.” 

30 After singing a hymn, they 
went out to the Mount of Olives. 

31 Then Jesus “said to them, “You 
will all fall away because of Me this 
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night, for it is written, ‘8] WILL STRIKE 
DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF 
THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED.” Ze 13:7 

32 “But after I have been raised, I 
will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 

33 But Peter said to Him, “Even 
though all may "fall away because of 
You, I will never fall away.” — or stumble 

34 Jesus said to him, “®Truly I say 
to you that ®this very night, before a 
rooster crows, you will deny Me three 
times.” Ma 26:75; Jo 13:38 © Mk 14:30 

35 Peter *said to Him, “kEven if I 
have to die with You, I will not deny 
You.” All the disciples said the same 
thing too. Jo 13:37 


The Garden of Gethsemane 

36 Then Jesus *came with them to 
a place called Gethsemane, and “said 
to His disciples, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” 

37 And He took with Him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and 
began to be grieved and distressed. 

38 Then He *said to them, “My 
soul is deeply grieved, to the point of 
death; remain here and ®keep watch 
with Me.” Jo 12:27 © Ma 26:40, 41 

39 And He went a little beyond 
them, and fell on His face and prayed, 
saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let 
Rthis cup pass from Me; yet not as I 
will, but as You will.” Ma 20:22 

40 And He *came to the disciples 
and *found them sleeping, and *said 
to Peter, “So, you men could not ®keep 
watch with Me for one hour? = ma 26:38 

41 “8Keep watching and praying 
that you may not enter into tempta- 
tion; ®the spirit is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” Ma 26:38 © Mk 14:38 

42 He went away again a second 
time and prayed, saying, “My Father, 
if this cannot pass away unless I 
drink it, Your will be done.” Ma 20:22 

43 Again He came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy. 

44 And He left them again, and 
went away and prayed a third time, 
saying the same thing once more. 

45 Then He *came to the disciples 
and *said to them, “Are you still sleep- 
ing and resting? Behold, the hour is at 
hand and the Son of Man is being be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners. 
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46 “Get up, let us be going; behold, 
the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 


Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest __ 

47 While He was still speaking, 
behold, ®Judas, one of the twelve, 
came up Taccompanied by a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, who 
came from the chief priests and elders 
of the people. Ma 26:14 ¢ Lit and with him 

48 Now he who was betraying 
Him gave them a _ sign, saying, 
Hen I kiss, He is the one; seize 

im.” 

49 Immediately Judas went to 
Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and 
kissed Him. Ma 23:7; 26:25 
? y 50 And Jesus. said to him, 
xy “RFrjiend, do what you have come 
for.” Then they came and laid hands 
on Jesus and seized Him. Ma 20:13; 22:12 

51 And behold, one of those who 
were with Jesus reached and drew out 
his sword, and struck the slave of the 
high priest and cut off his ear. © 

52. Then Jesus *said to him, “Put 
your sword back into its place; for Rall 
those who take up the sword shall 
perish by the sword. Ge 9:6; Re 13:10 

53 “Or do you think that I cannot 
appeal to My Father, and He will at 
once put at My disposal more than 
twelve flegions of 8angels? Ma 4:11 

54 “How then will §the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, which say that it must 
happen this way?” Ma 26:24 

59 At that time Jesus said to the 
crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest Me as you 
would against a robber? Every day I 
used to sit in the temple teaching and 
you did not seize Me. 

06 “But all this has taken place to 
fulfill ®the Scriptures of the prophets.” 
Then all the disciples left Him and 
fled. Ma 26:24 


Jesus before Caiaphas 

57 Those who had seized Jesus 
led Him away to ®Caiaphas, the high 
priest, where the scribes and the eld- 
ers were gathered together. Ma 26:3 

58 But ®Peter was following Him 
ata distance as far as the 8courtyard 
of the high priest, and entered in, and 


#26:50-51 26:53 A legion equaled 6,000 troops 
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sat down with the ‘officers to see the 
outcome. Jo 18:15 © Ma 26:3 © Or servants 

59 Now the chief priests and the 
whole ®Council kept trying to obtain 
false testimony against Jesus, so that 
they might put Him to death. = ma5.22 

60 They did not find any, even 
though many false witnesses came 
forward. But later on 8two came for- 
ward, De 19:15 

61 and said, “This man stated, ‘I 
am able to destroy the temple of God 
and to rebuild it in three days.’” 

62 The high priest stood up and 
said to Him, “Do You not answer? 
What is it that these men are testify- 
ing against You?” 

63 But 8Jesus kept silent. And the 
high priest said to Him, “I adjure You 
by 8the living God, that You tell us 
whether You are the Christ, the Son of 
Go Ge Ma 27:12, 14; Jo 19:9 * Ma 16:16 
we 64 Jesus *said to him, “®You have 

> said it yourself; nevertheless I tell 
you, hereafter you will see ®rHE Son 
OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 
POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF 
HEAVEN.” Ma 26:25 ¢ Ps 110:1; Mk 14:62 

65 Then the high priest 8tore his 
robes and said, “He has blasphemed! 
What further need do we have of wit- 
nesses? Behold, you have now heard 
the blasphemy; Nu 14:6; Mk 14:63; Ac 14:14 

66 what do you think?” They an- 
swered, “He deserves death!” 

67 Then they ®spat in His face and 
beat Him with their fists; and others 
slapped Him, Ma 27:30; Mk 10:34 

68 and said, “Prophesy to us, You 
Christ; who is the one who hit You?” 


Peter’s Denials 

69 Now Peter was sitting outside 
in the courtyard, and a servant-girl 
came to him and said, “You too were 
with Jesus the Galilean.” Ma 26:3 

70 But he denied it before them 
all, saying, “I do not know what you 
are talking about.” 

71 When he had gone out to the 
gateway, another servant-girl saw him 
and *said to those who were there, 
“This man was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 

72 And again he denied it with an 
oath, “I do not know the man.” 

73 A little later the bystanders 
came up and said to Peter, “Surely you 
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too are one of them; for even the way 
you talk gives you away.” 

Then he began to curse and 
swear, “I do not know the man!” And 
immediately a rooster crowed. 

75 And Peter remembered the 
word which Jesus had said, “Before a 
rooster crows, you will deny Me three 
times.” And he went out and wept bit- 
terly. Ma 26:34 


Judas’s Remorse 

plas bee when morning came, all 
the chief priests and the elders 

of the people conferred together 

against Jesus to put Him to death; 

2 and they bound Him, and led 
Him away and ®delivered Him to Pi- 
late the governor. Ma 20:19 

3 Then when ®Judas, who had 
betrayed Him, saw that He had been 
condemned, he felt remorse and re- 
turned the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, Ma 26:14 

4 saying, “I have sinned by be- 
traying innocent blood.” But they 
said, “What is that to us? 8See to that 
yourself!” Ma 27:24 

5 And he threw the pieces of sil- 
ver into the temple sanctuary and de- 
parted; and ®he went away and 
hanged himself. Ma 26:61; Lk 1:9, 21 © Ac 1:18 

6 The chief priests took the 
pieces of silver and said, “It is not law- 
ful to put them into the temple treas- 
ury, since it is the price of blood.” 

7 And they conferred together 
and ™with the money bought the Pot- 
ter’s Field as a burial place for 
strangers. Lit from them 

8 For this reason that field has 
been called the Field of Blood to this 

y. Ac 1:19 

9 Then that which was spoken 
through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled: “RAND "THEY TOOK THE THIRTY 
PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE 
WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons 
of Israel; Ze 11:12 © Or I took; ef Ze 11:13 

10 RAND 'THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE 
POTTER’S FIELD, AS THE LORD DIRECTED 
ME.” Ze 11:13 ¢ Some early mss read I gave 


Jesus before Pilate 
11 Now Jesus stood before the 
governor, and the governor ques- 


wD 26:64 
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tioned Him, saying, “Are You: the 
RKing of the Jews?” And Jesus said to 
him, “®Jt is as you Say.” Ma2:2 «Ma 26:25 

12 And while He was being ac- 
cused by the chief priests and elders, 
RHe did not answer. Ma 26:63; Jo 19:9 

13 Then Pilate *said to Him, “Do 
You not hear how many things they 
testify against You?” 

14 And He did not answer him 
with regard to even a single charge, 
so the governor was quite amazed. 

15 Now at the feast the governor 
was accustomed to release for the 
Tpeople any one prisoner whom they 
wanted. Lit crowd 

16 At that time they were holding 
notorious prisoner, called Barab- 

as. 

17 So when the people gathered 
together, Pilate said to them, “Whom 
do you want me to release for you? 
Barabbas, or Jesus ®who is called 
Christ?” Ma 1:16; 27:22 

18 For he knew that because of 
envy they had handed Him over. 

19 While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent him a 
message, saying, “Have nothing to do 
with that "righteous Man; for "last 
night I suffered greatly in a dream be- 
cause of Him.” Ma 27:24 ® Lit today 

20 But the chief priests and the 
elders persuaded the crowds to ®ask 
for Barabbas and to put Jesus to 
death. Ac 3:14 

21 But the governor ‘said to them, 
“Which of the two do you want me to 
release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” Lit answered and said to them 

22 Pilate *said to them, “Then what 
shall I do with Jesus ®who is called 
Christ?” They all *said, “’Crucify 
Him!” Ma 1:16 © Lit Let Him be crucified 

23 And he said, “Why, what evil 
has He done?” But they kept shouting 
all the more, saying, “Crucify Him!” 

24 When Pilate saw that he was 
accomplishing nothing, but rather 
that a riot was starting, he took water 
and washed his hands in front of the 
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” 

25 And all the people said, “8His 
blood shall be on us and on our chil- 
dren!” Jos 2:19; Ac 5:28 

26 Then he released Barabbas "for 
them; but after having Jesus 
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Rgcourged, he handed Him over to be 
crucified. or to them Mk 15:15; Lk 23:16; Jo 19:1 


JesusIsMocked 

27 Then the soldiers of the gover- 
nor took Jesus into the Praetorium 
and gathered the whole Roman ?8co- 
hort around Him. Or battalion ¢ Ac 10:1 

28 They stripped Him and ®put a 
scarlet robe on Him. Mk 15:17; Jo 19:2 

9 RAnd after twisting together a 
crown of thorns, they put it on His 
head, and a reed in His right hand; 
and they knelt down before Him and 
mocked Him, saying, “®Hail, King of 
the Jews!” — Mk 15:17; Jo 19:2 ¢ Mk 15:18; Jo 19:3 

30 ®They spat on Him, and took 
the reed and began to beat Him on the 
head. Ma 26:67; Mk 10:34; 14:65; 15:19 

31 After they had mocked Him, 
they took the scarlet robe off Him and 
put His own garments back on Him, 
and led Him away to crucify Him. 

32 As they were coming out, they 
found a man of Cyrene named Simon, 
Twhom they pressed into service to 
bear His cross. Lit this one 


The Crucifixion 

33 And when they came to a place 
called }Golgotha, which means Place 
of a Skull, Lk 23:33; Jo 19:17 

34 Rthey gave Him wine to drink 
mixed with gall; and after tasting it, 
He was unwilling to drink. Ps 69:21 

35 And when they had crucified 
Him, they divided up His garments 
among themselves by casting lots. 

36 And sitting down, they began 
to keep watch over Him there. ma 27:54 

37 And above His head they put 
up the charge against Him which 
read, “RTHIS IS JESUS THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.” Mk 15:26; Lk 23:38; Jo 19:19 

38 At that time two robbers *were 
crucified with Him, one on the right 
and one on the left. 

39 And those passing by were 
hurling abuse at Him, ®’wagging their 
heads Job 16:4; Ps 22:7; 109:25; La 2:15; Mk 15:29 

40 and saying, ““You who are 
going to destroy the temple and re- 
build it in three days, save Yourself! If 
You are the Son of God, come down 
from the cross.” — Ma 26:61; Jo 2:19 * Ma 27:42 

41 In the same way the chief 
priests also, along with the scribes 
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and elders, were mocking Him and 
saying, 

42 “He saved others; He cannot 
save Himself. He is the King of Israel; 
let Him now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe in Him. 

43 “RHE TRUSTS IN GoD; LET Gop 
RESCUE Him now, IF HE 'DELIGHTS IN 
Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of 
God,’ ie Ps 22:8 ¢ Or takes pleasure in; or cares for him 

44 The robbers who had been 
crucified with Him were also insulting 
Him with the same words. Lk 23:39-43 

45 Now from the Fsixth hour dark- 
ness fell upon all the land until the 
Fninth hour. 

46 About the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
“RELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, 
“My Gop, My Gop, wHy HAVE You 
FORSAKEN ME?” Ps 22:1 

47 And some of those who were 
standing there, when they heard it, 
began saying, “This man is calling for 
Elijah.” 

48 Immediately one of them ran, 
and taking a sponge, he filled it with 
sour wine and put it on a reed, and 
gave Him a drink. 

49 But the rest of them said, “Let 
us see whether Elijah will come to 
save Himf.” Lit Permit that we see 

50 And Jesus cried out again 
with a loud voice, and yielded up His 
Spirit. Mk 15:37; Lk 23:46; Jo 19:30 

51 And behold, the ‘veil of the 
temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom; and ®the earth shook and the 
rocks were split. Or curtain * Ma 27:54 

52 The tombs were opened, and 
many bodies of the saints who had 
Rfallen asleep were raised; Ac 7:60 

53 and coming out of the tombs 
after His resurrection they entered 
the holy city and appeared to many. 

54 RNow the centurion, and those 
who were with him ®keeping guard 
over Jesus, when they saw the earth- 
quake and the things that were hap- 
pening, became very frightened and 
said, “Truly this was the Son of 
God!” Mk 15:39; Lk 23:47 * Ma 27:36 © Ma 27:51 

55 Many women were there look- 
ing on from a distance, who had fol- 
lowed Jesus from Galilee while 
Rministering to Him. Mk 15:41; Lk 8:2, 3 
yw 56 Among them was Mary Mag- 

dalene, and Mary the mother of 
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James and Joseph, and ®the mother of 
the sons of Zebedee. Ma 20:20 


Jesus Is Buried 

57 When it was evening, there 
came a rich man from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who himself had also 
become a disciple of Jesus. 

58 This man went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pi- 
late ordered it to be given to him. 

59 And Joseph took the body and 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 

60 and laid it in his own new 
tomb, which he had hewn out in the 
rock; and he rolled 8a large stone 
against the entrance of the tomb and 
went away. Ma 27:66; 28:2; Mk 16:4 

61 And Mary Magdalene was 
there, and the other Mary, sitting op- 
posite the grave. Ma 27:56; 28:1 

62 Now on the next day, ‘the day 
after the preparation, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees gathered together 
with Pilate, Lit which is after 

63 and said, “Sir, we remember 
that when He was still alive that de- 
ceiver said, ‘After three days I am to 
rise again,’ 

64 “Therefore, give orders for the 
grave to be made secure until the 
third day, otherwise His disciples may 
come and steal Him away and say to 
the people, ‘He has risen from the 
dead,’ and the last deception will be 
worse than the first.” 

65 Pilate said to them, “You have a 
Reuard; go, make it as secure aS you 
know how.” Ma 27:66; 28:11 

66 And they went and made the 
grave secure, and along with the 
guard they set a seal on the stone. 


Jesus Is Risen! 
28n after the Sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first 

day of the week, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary came to look at the 
grave. Ma 28:1-8: Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-10; Jo 20:1-8 
2 And behold, a severe earth- 
quake had occurred, for ®an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven and 


27:45 Le.12 noon 27:45 1.e.3 p.m. 27:49 Some 
early mss read And another took a spear and 
pierced His side, and there came out water and 
blood (cf John 19:34) %~ 27:56 
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came and rolled away 8the stone and 
sat upon it. Lk 24:4; Jo 20:12 « Ma 27:66; Mk 16:4 

3 And 8his appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing as white as 
snow. Da 7:9; 10:6; Mk 9:3; Jo 20:12; Ac 1:10 

4 The guards shook for fear of 
him and became like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, 
“RDo not be afraid; for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who has 
been crucified. Ma 14:27; 28:10; Re 1:17 

6 “He is not here, for He has 
risen, just as He said. Come, see the 
place where He was lying. 

7 “Go quickly and tell His disci- 
ples that He has risen from the dead; 
and behold, He is going ahead of you 
into Galilee, there you will see Him; 
behold, I have told you.” 

8 And they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy and ran to re- 
port it to His disciples. 

9 And behold, Jesus met them 
Tand greeted them. And they came up 
and took hold of His feet and wor- 
shiped Him. Lit saying hello 

10 Then Jesus *said to them, “®Do 
not be afraid; go and take word to My 
brethren to leave for Galilee, and 
there they will see Me.” Ma 14:27; 28:5 

11 Now while they were on their 
way, some of ®the guard came into the 
city and reported to the chief priests 
all that had happened. Ma 27:65, 66 

12 And when they had assembled 
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with the elders and consulted to- 
gether, they gave a large sum of 
money to the soldiers, 

13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His 
disciples came by night and stole Him 
away while we were asleep.’ 

14 “And if this should come to ®the 
governor’s ears, we will win him over 
and keep you out of trouble.” ~—_Ma27:2 

15 And they took the money and 
did as they had been instructed; and 
this story was widely spread among 
the Jews, and is to this day. Ma 27:8 


The Great Commission 

16 But the eleven disciples pro- 
ceeded to Galilee, to the mountain 
which Jesus had designated. 

17 When they saw Him, they wor- 
shiped Him; but some were doubtful. 
y* 18 And Jesus came up and 

spoke to them, saying, “All au- 
thority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 

19 “8Go therefore and make disci- 
ples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, Mk 16:15f 

20 teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo, 3] am 
with you always, even to ®the end of 
the age.” Ma 18:20; Ac 18:10 ¢ Ma 13:39 


Y 28:18-20 


MARK 


Author: According to Acts 12:12) 
Mark’s mother Mary had a 
large house that was used as 
a meeting place for believers 
in Jerusalem. Barnabas was 
Mark’s cousin (Col 4:10), but 
Peter may have been the per- 
son that led him to Christ 
(Peter called him “my son, 
Mark” in 1 Pe 5:13). It was 
this close association with 
Peter that lent apostolic au- 
thority to Mark’s Gospel, since 
Peter was evidently Mark’s pri- 
mary source of information. It 
has been suggested that Mark 
was referring to himself in his 
account of a “young man” in 
Gethsemane (14:51). Since 
all the disciples had aban- 
doned Jesus (14:50), this lit- 
tle incident may have been a 
firsthand account. 


Time: C. A.D. 29-33 
Key Verse: Mk 8:34-37 


Preaching of John the Baptist 
The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. ma 4:3 

2 As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet: 
“BEHOLD, I SEND My MESSENGER 
AHEAD OF YOU, 
WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY; 
3 THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE 
WILDERNESS, 
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE 
Lorb, 
Make His PATHS STRAIGHT.” 
4 John the Baptist appeared in 
the wilderness F8preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the ®forgiveness of 
ins. Ac 13:24 ¢ Lk 1:77 
5 And all the country of Judea 
was going out to him, and all the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem; and they were being 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, 
confessing their sins. 


Theme: Mark is the shortest and sim- 
plest of the Gospels. He 
doesn’t seem to be telling the 
story in a way that appeals to 
a particular audience the way 
Matthew does. He also does 
not use the well-developed 
thematic structure that char- 
acterizes John. One of the 
most common phrases in the 
book is one that is translated 
“straightway” in the King 
James and “immediately” or 
“at once” in other transla- 
tions. He uses this phrase fre- 
quently as he moves from one 
anecdote to another. Mark’s 
quick-paced Gospel is often 
confrontational, as he tells the 
story of the gospel as clearly 
as possible. He wants the 
reader to respond, and almost 
seems to be saying “here is 
the truth, believe it, and let’s 
get on with following Jesus.” 


6 John was clothed with camel’s 
hair and wore &a leather belt around 
his waist, and "his diet was locusts 
and wild honey. 2 Ki 1:8 « Lit he was eating 

7 And he was ‘!preaching, and 
saying, “After me One is coming who 
is mightier than I, and I am not fit to 
stoop down and untie the thong of His 
sandals. Or proclaiming 

8 “I baptized you ‘with water; but 
He will baptize you ‘with the Holy 
Spirit.” 


The Baptism of Jesus 
9 In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. 
10 Immediately coming up out of 
the water, He saw the heavens ‘open- 


1:4 Or proclaiming 1:8 The Gr here can be 
translated in, with or by 
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ing, and the Spirit like a dove de- 
scending upon Him; Or being parted 

11 and a voice came out of the 
heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in 
You I am well-pleased.” gic’ 

12 ®Immediately the Spirit *im- 
pelled Him to go out into the wilder- 
ness. Mk 1:12, 13: Ma 4:1-11; Lk 4:1-13 

13 And He was in the wilderness 
forty days being tempted by Satan; 
and He was with the wild beasts, and 
the angels were ministering to Him. 


Jesus Preaches in Galilee 

14 ®Now after John had been 
Ttaken into custody, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
God, Ma 4:12 « Lit delivered up * Ma 4:23 

15 and saying, “8The time is ful- 
filled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” Ga 4:4; Ep 1:10; 1 Ti 2:6; Tit 1:3 

16 As He was going along by the 
Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and An- 
drew, the brother of Simon, casting a 
net in the sea; for they were fisher- 
men. Mk 1:16-20: Ma 4;18-22; Lk 5:2-11; Jo 1:40-42 

17 And Jesus said to them, “Fol- 
low Me, and I will make you become 
fishers of men.” 

18 Immediately they left their nets 
and followed Him. 

19 Going on a little farther, He 
saw 'James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, who were also in the 
boat mending the nets. Or Jacob 

20 Immediately He called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired servants, and 
went away 'to follow Him. © Lit after Him 

21 They *went into Capernaum; 
and immediately on the Sabbath RHe 
entered the synagogue and began to 
teach. Mk 1:21-28: Lk 4:31-37 © Ma 4:23; Mk 1:39; 10:1 

22 ®They were amazed at His 
teaching; for He was teaching them as 
one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. Ma 7:28 
2523 Just then there was a man in 

their synagogue with an unclean 
spirit; and he cried out, 

24 saying, “What business do we 
have with each other, Jesus fof 
Nazareth? Have You come to destroy 
us? I know who You are—the Holy 
One of God!” Ma 8:29 
_ 25 And Jesus rebuked him, say- 
ing, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” 
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26 Throwing him into convul- 
sions, the unclean spirit cried out with 
a loud voice and came out of him. 

27 They were all 8amazed, so that 
they debated among themselves, say- 
ing, “What is this? A new teaching 
with authority! He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey 
Him.” Mk 10:24, 32; 16:5, 6 

28 Immediately the news about 
Him spread everywhere into all the 
surrounding district of Galilee. 


Crowds Healed 

29 And immediately after they 
came out of the synagogue, they came 
into the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with ‘James and John. Or Jacob 
»%,30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law 
Ysa lying sick with a fever; and 
immediately they *spoke to ‘Jesus 
about her. Lit Him 

31 And He came to her and raised 
her up, taking her by the hand, and 
the fever left her, and she Fwaited on 
them. 

32 When evening came, Rafter the 
sun had set, they began bringing to 
Him all who were ill and those who 
were demon-possessed. Ma 8:16; Lk 4:40 

33 And the whole &city had gath- 
ered at the door. Mk 1:21 

34 And He healed many who were 
ill with various diseases, and cast out 
many demons; and He was not per- 
mitting the demons to speak, because 
they knew who He was. Ma 4:23 
y* 35 In the early morning, while it 

was still dark, Jesus got up, left 
the house, and went away to a se- 
cluded place, and was praying there. 

36 Simon and his companions 
searched for Him; 

37 they found Him, and *said to 
Him, “Everyone is looking for You.” 

38 He *said to them, “Let us go 
somewhere else to the towns nearby, 
so that I may "preach there also; for 
that is what I came for.” Or proclaim 

39 RAnd He went into their syna- 
gogues throughout all Galilee, 
Tpreaching and casting out the 
demons. Ma 4:23; 9:35; Mk 1:23: 3:1 * Or proclaiming 
gs 40 Anda leper *came to Jesus, be- 

seeching Him and falling on his 


#1:23-26 1:24 Lit the Nazarene 1:30-31 1:31 Or 
served 2% 1:35 “#8 1:40-45 
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knees before Him, and saying, “If You 
are willing, You can make me clean.” 

41 Moved with compassion, Jesus 
stretched out His hand and touched 
him, and *said to him, “I am willing; 
be cleansed.” 

_ 42 Immediately the leprosy left 
him and he was cleansed. 

43 And He sternly warned him 
and immediately sent him away, 

44 and He *said to him, “See that 
you say nothing to anyone; but go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer 
for your cleansing what Moses com- 
manded, as a testimony to them.” 

45 But he went out and began to 
Rproclaim it freely and to spread the 
news around, to such an extent that 
TJesus could no longer publicly enter 
a city, but ‘stayed out in unpopulated 
areas; and they were coming to Him 
from everywhere. Ma 28:15; Lk 5:15 « Lit He 


The Paralytic Healed 

»4, ©) When He had come back to Ca- 
°y pernaum several days after- 
ward, it was heard that He was at 
home. 

2 And many were gathered to- 
gether, so that there was no longer 
room, not even near the door; and He 
was speaking the word to them. 

3 And they *came, bringing to 
Him a paralytic, carried by four men. 

4 Being unable to get to Him be- 
cause of the crowd, they removed the 
roof 'above Him; and when they had 
dug an opening, they let down the pal- 
let on which the paralytic was lying. 

5 And Jesus seeing their faith 
*said to the paralytic, “‘Son, ®your 
sins are forgiven.” Ma 9:2 

6 But some of the scribes were 
sitting there and reasoning in their 
hearts, 

7 “Why does this man speak that 
way? He is blaspheming; ®who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 1s 43:25 

8 Immediately Jesus, aware Tin 
His spirit that they were reasoning 
that way within themselves, *said to 
them, “Why are you reasoning about 
these things in your hearts? Lit by 

9 “Which is easier, to say to the 
Rparalytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or 
to say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet 
and walk’? Ma 4:24 

10 “But so that you may know that 
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the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins”—He *said to the para- 
lytic, 

11 “I say to you, get up, pick up 
your pallet and go home.” 

_ 12) And he got up and immediately 
picked up the pallet and went out in 
the sight of everyone, so that they 
were all amazed and ®were glorifying 
God, saying, “RWe have never seen 
anything like this.” Ma 9:8 © Ma 9:33 

13. And He went out again by the 
seashore; and Rall the ™people were 
coming to Him, and He was teaching 
them. Mk 1:45 ¢ Lit crowd 


Levi (Matthew) Called 

14 RAs He passed by, He saw Levi 
the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax 
booth, and He *said to him, “Follow 
Me!” And he got up and followed 
Him. Mk 2:14-17: Ma 9:9-13; Lk 5:27-32 © Ma 8:22 

15 And it **happened that He was 
reclining at the table in his house, and 
many tax collectors and sinners were 
dining with Jesus and His disciples; 
for there were many of them, and they 
were following Him. Lit happens 

16 When &the scribes of the Phar- 
isees saw that He was eating with the 
sinners and tax collectors, they said 
to His disciples, “*‘Why is He eating 
and drinking with tax collectors and 
Tginners?” Lk 5:30; Ac 23:9 ¢ Ma 9:11 

17 And hearing this, Jesus *said to 
them, “Jt is not those who are healthy 
who need a physician, but those who 
are sick; I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

18 John’s disciples and the Phar- 
isees were fasting; and they *came 
and “said to Him, “Why do John’s dis- 
ciples and the disciples of the Phar- 
isees fast, but Your disciples do not 
fast?” 

19 And Jesus said to them, “While 
the bridegroom is with them, 'the at- 
tendants of the bridegroom cannot 
fast, can they? So long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, they can- 
not fast. Lit sons of the bridal-chamber 

20 “But the 8days will come when 
the bridegroom is taken away from 
them, and then they will fast in that 
day. Ma 9:15; Lk 17:22 

21 “No one sews ‘a patch of un- 


1:45 Lit was “#2:1-12 2:5 Lit child 
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shrunk cloth on an old garment; oth- 
erwise ‘the patch pulls away from it, 
the new from the old, and a worse tear 
results. Lit that which is put on e Lit that which fills up 

22 “No one puts new wine into old 
wineskins; otherwise the wine will 
burst the skins; and the wine is lost 
and the skins‘as well; but one puts 
new wine into fresh wineskins.” 


Question of the Sabbath 

23 And it happened that He was 
passing through the grainfields on the 
Sabbath, and His disciples began to 
make their way along while picking 
the heads of grain. De 23:25 

24 The Pharisees were saying to 
Him, “Look, ?why are they doing what 
is not lawful on the Sabbath?” = ma 12:2 

25 And He *said to them, “Have 
you never read what David did when 
he was in need and he and his com- 
panions became hungry; 

26 how he entered the house of 
God in the time of Abiathar the high 
priest, and ate the consecrated bread, 
which ®is not lawful for anyone to eat 
except the priests, and he also gave it 
to those who were with him?” Le 24.9 

27 Jesus said to them, “8The Sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath. Ex 23:12; De 5:14 

28 “So the Son of Man is Lord 
even of the Sabbath.” 


Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 

yy, He Xentered again into a syna- 
ys gogue; and a man was there 
whose hand was withered. — mk 1:21,39 

2 They were watching Him to 
see if He would heal him on the Sab- 
bath, so that they might accuse Him. 

3 He *said to the man with the 
withered hand, “‘Get up and come 
forward!” Lit Arise into the midst 

4 And He ‘said to them, “Is it 
lawful to do good or to do harm on the 
Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?” But 
they kept silent. 

5 After looking around at them 
with anger, grieved at their hardness 
of heart, He *said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” And he stretched it 
out, and his hand was restored. Lk 6-10 

6 The Pharisees went out and im- 
mediately began conspiring with the 
®Herodians against Him, as to how 
they might destroy Him. ma 22:16: mx 12:13 
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7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with 

His disciples; and a great multitude 
from Galilee followed; and also from 
Judea, Mk 3:7-12: Ma 12:15, 16; Lk 6:17-19 
8 and from Jerusalem, and from 
Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, and 
the vicinity of ®Tyre and Sidon, a great 
number of people heard of all that He 
was doing andcameto Him. ma11:21 
9 RAnd He told His disciples that 

a boat should stand ready for Him be- 
cause of the crowd, so that they would 
not crowd Him; Mk 4:1; Lk 5:1-3 
10 for He had ®healed many, with 
the result that all those who had Raf- 
flictions pressed around Him in order 
to touch Him. Ma 4:23 © Mk 5:29, 34; Lk 7:21 
11 Whenever the unclean spirits 
saw Him, they would fall down before 
Him and shout, “You are ®the Son of 
God!” Ma 4:3 
12 And He. earnestly warned 
them not to tell who He was. Ma 8:4 


The Twelve Are Chosen 

13. And He *went up on 8the moun- 
tain and *8summoned those whom He 
Himself wanted, and they came to 
Him. Ma 5:1; Lk 6:12 ¢ Ma 10:1; Mk 6:7; Lk 9:1 

14 And He appointed twelve, so 
that they would be with Him and that 
He could send them out to preach, 

15 and to have authority to cast 
out the demons. 

16 And He appointed the twelve: 
RSimon (to whom He gave the name 
Peter), Mk 3:16-19: Ma 10:2-4; Lk 6:14-16; Ac 1:13 

17 and ‘James, the son of 
Zebedee, and John the brother of 
TJames (to them He gave the name 
Boanerges, which means, “Sons of 
Thunder”); Or Jacob * Or Jacob 

18 and Andrew, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and TJames the son of AI- 
phaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the TZealot; Or Jacob ¢ Or Cananaean 

19 and Judas Iscariot, who be- 
trayed Him. 

20 And He *came F8home, and the 
Rcrowd “gathered again, 8to such an 
extent that they could not even eat a 
meal. Mk 2:1; 7:17; 9:28 © Mk 1:45; 3:7 © Mk 6:31 

21 When His own fpeople heard 
of this, they went out to take custody 


'$3:1-6 3:20 Lit into a house 3:21 Or kinsmen 
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of Him; for they were saying, “®He has 
lost His senses.” © Mk 3:31f « Jo 10:20; Ac 26:24 
_. 22 The scribes who came down 
Rfrom Jerusalem were saying, “He is 
possessed by ®Beelzebul,” and “RHe 
casts out the demons by the ruler of 
the demons.” Ma 15:1 « Ma 10:25; 11:18 « Ma 9:34 

23 And He called them to Him- 
self and began speaking to them in 
parables, “How can ®Satan cast out 
Satan? _ Mk 3:23-27: Ma 12:25-29; Lk 11:17-22 

24 “If a kingdom: is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. 

25 “Ifa house is divided against it- 
self, that house: will not be able to 
stand. 

26 “If 8Satan has risen up against 


himself and is divided, he cannot 
_ stand, but he is finished! 


Ma 4:10 
27 “8But no one can enter the 
strong man’s house and plunder his 
property unless he first binds the 
strong man, and then he will plunder 
his house. Is 49:24, 25 
28 “Truly I say to you, all sins shall 
be forgiven the sons of men, and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; 

29 but ~Rwhoever’ blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit never has for- 
giveness, but is guilty of an eternal 
sin”— Lk 12:10 

30 because they were saying, “He 
has an unclean spirit.” 

31 ®Then His mother and His 
brothers *arrived, and standing out- 
side they sent word to Him and called 
Him. Mk 3:31-35: Ma 12:46-50; Lk 8:19-21 

32. A crowd was sitting around 
Him, and they *said to Him, “Behold, 
Your mother and Your brothers are 
outside looking for You.” 

33 Answering them, He ‘said, 
NNO are My mother and My broth- 
ers?” 

34 Looking about at those who 
were sitting around Him, He *said, 
“RBehold My mother and My broth- 
ers! Ma 12:49 

35. “For whoever ®does the will of 
God; he is My brother and sister and 
mother.” Ep 6:6; He 10:36; 1 Pe 4:2; 1 Jo 2:17 


Parable of the Sower and Soils 

is Noles began to teach again ®by the 
sea. And such a very large crowd 

gathered to Him that He got into a 

boat in the sea and sat down; and the 
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whole crowd was by the sea on the 
land. Mk 4:1-12: Ma 13:1-15; Lk 8:4-10 © Mk 2:13: 3:7 

2 And He was teaching them 
many things in parables, and was say- 
ing to them in His teaching, 

3 “Listen to this! Behold, the 
sower went out to sow; 

4 as he was sowing, some seed 
fell beside the road, and the birds 
came and ate it up: 

‘5 “Other seed fell on the rocky 
ground where it did not have much 
soil; and immediately it sprang up be- 
cause it had no depth of soil. 

6 “And after the sun had risen, it 
was scorched; and because it had no 
root, it withered away. 

7 “Other seed fell among the 
thorns, and the thorns came up and 
choked it, and it yielded no crop. 

8 “Other seeds fell into the good 
soil, and as they grew up and in- 
creased, they yielded a crop and pro- 
duced _ thirty, sixty, and a 
hundredfold.” 

9 And He was saying, “He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

10 As soon as He was alone, His 
followers, along with the twelve, 
began asking Him about the parables. 

11 And He was saying to them, 
“To you has been given the mystery 
of the kingdom of God, but ®those 
who are outside get everything in 
parables, 1-Co 5:12f; Col 4:5; 1 Th 4:12; 1 Ti 3:7 

12 so that WHILE SEEING, THEY MAY 
SEE AND NOT PERCEIVE, AND WHILE HEAR- 
ING, THEY MAY HEAR AND NOT UNDER- 
STAND, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN 
AND BE FORGIVEN.” 


Explanation 

13 And He *said to them, “Do you 
not understand this parable? How will 
you understand all the parables? 

14 “The sower sows the word. 

15 “These are the ones who are 
beside the road where the word is 
sown; and when they hear, immedi- 
ately Satan comes and takes away 
the word which has been sown in 
them. Ma 4:10f; 1 Pe 5:8; Re 20:2, 3, 7-10 

16 “In a similar way these are the 
ones on whom seed was sown on the 
rocky places, who, when they hear the 
word, immediately receive it with joy; 

17 and they have no firm root in 
themselves, but are only temporary; 
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then, when affliction. or persecution 
arises because of the word, immedi- 
ately they Tfall away. Lit are caused to stumble 
18 “And others are the ones on 
whom seed was sown among the 
thorns; these are the ones who have 
heard the word, 

19 but the worries of the Fworld, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the desires for other things enter in 
and choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful. Ma 13:22; Ro 12:2; Ep 2:2; 6:12 

20 “And those are the ones on 
whom seed was sown on the good 
soil; and they hear the word and ac- 
cept it and ®bear fruit, thirty, sixty, 
and a hundredfold.” Jo 15:2ff; Ro 7:4 

21 And He was saying to them, 
“RA lamp is not brought to be put 
under a basket, is it, or under a bed? Is 
it not brought to be put on the lamp- 
stand? Ma 5:15; Lk 8:16; 11:33 

22 “For nothing is hidden, except 
to be revealed; nor has anything been 
secret, but that it would come to light. 

23 “If anyone has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 

24 And He was saying to them, 
“Take care what you listen to. 8By 
your standard of measure it will be 
measured to you; and more will be 
given you besides. Ma 7:2; Lk 6:38 

25 “For whoever has, to him more 
shall be given; and whoever does not 
have, even what he has shall be taken 
away from him.” Ma 13:12; 25:29; Lk 8:18: 19:26 


Parable of the Seed 

26 And He was saying, “The king- 
dom of God is like a man who casts 
seed upon the soil; 

27 and he goes to bed at night and 
gets up by day, and the seed sprouts 
and grows—how, he himself does not 
know. 

28 “The soil produces crops by it- 
self; first the blade, then the head, 
then the mature grain in the head. 

29 “But when the crop permits, he 
immediately ®puts in the sickle, be- 
cause the harvest has come.” — Joel 3:13 


Parable of the Mustard Seed 
_ 30 And He said, “How shall we 
"picture the kingdom of God, or by 
what parable shall we present it? 

31 “It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the soil, 
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though it is smaller than all the seeds 
that are upon the soil, 

32 yet when it is sown, it grows up 
and becomes larger than all the gar- 
den plants and forms large branches; 
so that THE BIRDS OF THE FAIR Can NEST 
UNDER ITS SHADE.” 

33 With many such parables He 
was speaking the word to them, so far 
as they were able to hear it; 

34 and He did not speak to them 
Rwithout a parabie; but He was ®ex- 
plaining everything privately to His 
own disciples. Ma 13:34; Jo 10:6; 16:25 ¢ Lk 24:27 


Jesus Stills the Sea ' 

rd 535 On that day, when evening 
y. came, He *said to them, “Let us go 
over to the other side.” 

36 ‘Leaving the crowd, they *took 
Him along with them in the boat, just 
as He was; and other boats were with 
Him. Or Sending away ¢ Mk 3:9; 4:1; 5:2, 21 

37 And there *arose a fierce gale 
of wind, and the waves were breaking 
over the boat so much that the boat 
was already filling up. 

38 Jesus Himself was in the stern, 
asleep on the cushion; and they *woke 
Him and *said to Him, “Teacher, do 
You not care that we are perishing?” 

39 And He got up and rebuked the 
wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be 
still.” And the wind died down and it 
became perfectly calm. 

40 And He said to them, “Why are 
you ‘afraid? Do you still have no 
faith?” Or cowardly ¢ Ma 14:31; Lk 8:25 

41 They became very much afraid 
and said to one another, “Who then is 
this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey Him?” 


The Gerasene Demoniac 

Ws eee came to the other side of 
the sea, into the country of the 

Gerasenes. Ma 8:28-34; Mk 5:1-17: Lk 8:26-37 

___ 2 When He got out of the boat, 

immediately a man from the tombs 

with an unclean spirit met Him, 

3 and he had his dwelling among 
the tombs. And no one was able to 
bind him anymore, even with a chain; 

4 because he had often been 
bound with shackles and chains, and 


Y 4:18-20 4:19 Orage 4:30 Lit compare 
4:32 Or sky #4:35-41 #5:1-20 
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the chains had been torn apart by him 
and the shackles broken in pieces, 
and no one was strong enough to sub- 
due him. 

5 Constantly, night and day, he 
was screaming among the tombs and 
in the mountains, and gashing himself 
with stones. 

6 Seeing Jesus from a distance, 
he ran up and bowed down before 
Him; 

7 and shouting with a loud voice, 
he *said, “What business do we have 
with each other, Jesus, ®Son of ®the 
Most High God? Limplore You by God, 
do not torment me!” Lk 8:28; Ac 16:17; He 7:1 

8 For He had been saying to him, 
“Come out of:the man, you unclean 
spirit!” 

9 And He was asking him, “What 
is your name?” And *he said to Him, 
“My name is 8Legion; for we are 
many.” Ma 26:53; Mk 5:15; Lk 8:30 

10 And he began to implore Him 
earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. 

11 Now there was a large herd of 
swine feeding ‘nearby on the moun- 
tain. | Lit there 

12 The demons implored Him, 
saying, “Send us into the swine so that 
we may enter them.” 

13 Jesus gave them permission. 
And coming out, the unclean spirits 
entered the swine; and the herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea, about two thousand of them; and 
they were drowned in the sea. 

14 Their herdsmen ran away and 
reported it in the city and in the coun- 
try. And the people came to see what 
it was that had happened. 

15 They *came to Jesus and *ob- 
served the man who had been &de- 
mon-possessed sitting down, clothed 
and in his right mind, the very man 
who had had the “legion”; and they 
became frightened. Ma 4:24; Mk 5:16, 18 

16 Those who had seen it de- 
scribed to them how it had happened 
to the demon-possessed man, and all 
about the swine. Ma 4:24; Mk 5:15 

17 And they began to implore 
Him to leave their region. Ma 8:34; Ac 16:39 

18 As He was getting into the 
boat, the man who had been 8demon- 
possessed was imploring Him that he 
might accompany Him. Ma 4:24; Mk 5:15, 16 
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__ 19 And He did not let him, but He 
*said to him, “8Go home to your peo- 
ple and report to them ‘what great 
things the Lord has done for you, and 
how He had mercy on you.” Lk 8:39 

20 And he went away and began 
to ®proclaim in Decapolis what great 
things Jesus had done for him; and 
everyone was amazed. Ps 66:16 


Miracles and Healing 

1s 21 When Jesus had crossed over 
again in the boat to the other side, 

a large crowd gathered around Him: 

and so He stayed by the seashore. | 

22 One of the synagogue "officials 
named Jairus *came up, and on see- 
ing Him, *fell at His feet Or rulers 

23 and *implored Him earnestly, 
saying, “My little daughter is at the 
point of death; please come and lay 
Your hands on her, so that she will 
Tget well and live.” Lit be saved 

24 And He went off with him; and 
a large crowd was following Him and 
pressing in on Him 
“bs 25 A woman who had had a hem- 

orrhage for twelve years, 

26 and had endured much at the 
hands of many physicians, and had 
spent all that she had and was not 
helped at all, but rather had grown 
worse— 

27 after hearing about Jesus, she 
came up in the crowd behind Him and 
touched His ‘cloak: Or outer garment 

28 For she thought, “If I just touch 
His garments, I will get well.” 

29 Immediately the flow of her 
blood was dried up; and she felt in her 
body that she was healed of her 8af- 
fliction. Mk 3:10; 5:34 

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving 
in Himself that the power proceed- 
ing from Him had gone forth, turned 
around in the crowd and said, “Who 
touched My garments?” Lk 5:17 

31 And His disciples said to Him, 
“You see the crowd pressing in on You, 
and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’” 

32 And He looked around to see 
the woman who had done this. 

33 But the woman fearing and 
trembling, aware of what had hap- 
pened to her, came and fell down be- 
fore Him and told Him the whole truth. 


5:19 Or everything that ‘#5:21-43  #5:25-34 
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34 And He said to her, “Daughter, 
Ryour faith has made you well; go in 
peace and be healed of your afflic- 
tion.” Ma 9:22 © Lk 7:50; 8:48; Ac 16:36; Jam 2:16 

35 While He was still speaking, 
they *came from the house of the ®sy- 
nagogue official, saying, “Your daugh- 
ter has died; why trouble the Teacher 
anymore?” Mk 5:22 

36 But Jesus, overhearing what 
was being spoken, “said to the 8syna- 
gogue official, “Do not be afraid any 
longer, only believe.” Mk 5:22 ¢ Lk 8:50 

37 And He allowed no one to ac- 
company Him, except ®Peter and 
James and John the brother of 
James. Ma 17:1; 26:37 

38 They *came to the house of the 
Rsynagogue official; and He *saw a 
commotion, and people loudly weep- 
ing and wailing. Mk 5:22 

39 And entering in, He *said to 
them, “Why make a commotion and 
weep? The child has not died, but is 
asleep.” 

40 They began laughing at Him. 
But putting them all out, He *took 
along the child’s father and mother 
and His own companions, and “*en- 
tered the room where the child was. 

41 Taking the child by the hand, 
He *said to her, “Talitha kum!” (which 
translated means, “Little girl, 8] say to 
you, get up!”). Lk 7:14; Ac 9:40 

42 Immediately the girl got up and 
began to walk, for she was twelve 
years old. And immediately they were 
completely astounded. 

43 And He ®gave them strict or- 
ders that no one should know about 
this, and He said that something 
should be given her to eat. Ma 8:4 


Teaching at Nazareth 
Jesus went out from there and 
*came into His hometown; and His 
disciples *followed Him. 

2 When the Sabbath came, He 
began ®to teach in the synagogue; and 
the many listeners were astonished, 
saying, “Where did this man get these 
things, and what is this wisdom given 
to Him, and such miracles as these 
performed by His hands? ma 4:23: Mk 10:1 

3 “Is not this §the carpenter, the 
son of Mary, and brother of James 
and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are 
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not His sisters here with us?” And 
they took offense at Him. Ma 13:55 
4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet 
is not without honor except in ®his 
hometown and among his own rela- 
tives and in his own household.” mx 6:1 
5 And He could do no miracle 
there except that He laid His hands on 
a few sick people and healed them. 
6 And He wondered at their un- 
belief. 
RAnd He was going around the vil- 
lages teaching. Ma 9:35; Mk 1:39; 10:1; Lk 13:22 


The Twelve Sent Out 
4.7 And He *summoned the twelve 
“ys and began to send them out Rin 
pairs, and gave them authority over 
the unclean spirits; Lk 10:1 
8 Rand He instructed them that 
they should take nothing for their 
journey, except a mere staff—no 
bread, no 'bag, no money in their 
belt— Ma 10:10 ¢ Or knapsack or beggar’s bag 
9 but to wear sandals; and He 
added, “Do not put on two Ftunics.” 
10 And He said to them, “Wher- 
ever you enter a house, stay there 
until you "leave town. _ Lit go out from there 
11 “Any place that does not re- 
ceive you or listen to you, as you go 
out from there, 8shake the dust off the 
soles of your feet for a testimony 
against them.” Ma 10:14; Ac 13:51 
12 ®They went out and preached 
that men should repent. Ma 11:1; Lk 9:6 
13 And they were casting out 
many demons and were anointing 
with oil many sick people and healing 
them. Jam 5:14 


John’s Fate Recalled 

14 And King Herod heard of it, for 
His name had become well known; 
and people were saying, “John the 
Baptist has risen from the dead, and 
that is why these miraculous powers 
are at work in Him.” 

15 But others were saying, “He is 
®Elijah.” And others were saying, “He 
is 8a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of old.” Ma 16:14; Mk 8:28 * Ma 21:11 

16 But when Herod heard of it, he 
kept saying, “John, whom I beheaded, 
has risen!” 

17 For Herod himself had sent and 


6:7-13 6:9 Or inner garments 
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had John arrested and bound in 
prison on account of ®Herodias, the 
wife of his brother Philip, because he 
had married her. Ma 14:3; Lk 3:19 
» 18 For John had been saying to 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s wife.” Ma 14:4 
~19 RHerodias” had a_ grudge 
against him and wanted to put him to 
death and could not do so; Ma 14:3 
'20 for Herod was afraid of John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he kept him safe. And 
when he heard him, he was very per- 
plexed; ‘but he used to enjoy listen- 
ing to him. Ma 21:26 ¢ Lit and 
21 A strategic day came when 


Herod on his birthday gave a ban- 


quet for his lords and ‘military com- 
manders and the leading men &of 
Galilee; Es 1:3; 2:18 ¢ Lk 3:1 

22 and when the daughter of 
RHerodias herself came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his 
dinner guests; and the king said to the 
girl, “Ask me for whatever you want 
and I will give it to you.” Ma 14:3 

23 And he swore to her, “What- 
ever you ask of me, I will give it to 
you; up to half of my kingdom.” 

24 And she went out and said to 
her mother, “What shall I ask for?” 
And she said, “The head of John the 
Baptist.” 

25 Immediately she came in a 
hurry to the king and asked, saying, “I 
want you to give me at once the head 
of John the Baptist on a platter.” 

26 And although the king was 
very sorry, yet because of his oaths 
and because of his dinner guests, he 
was unwilling to refuse her. 

27 Immediately the king sent an 
executioner and commanded him to 
bring back his head. And he went and 
had him beheaded in the prison, 

28 and brought his head on a plat- 
ter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl 
gave it to her mother. 

29 When his disciples heard 
about this, they came and took away 
his body and laid it in a tomb. 

»4,30 ®The apostles *gathered to- 
{ys gether with Jesus; and they re- 
ported to Him all that they had done 
and taught. Lk 9:10 

31 And He *said to them, “Come 

away by yourselves to a secluded 
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place and rest a while.” (For there 
were many people coming and going, 
and they did not even have time to 
eat.) Mk 3:20 

32 They went away in the boat to 
a secluded place by themselves. 


Five Thousand Fed 

33 The people saw them going, 
and many recognized them and ran 
there together on foot from all the 
cities, and got there ahead of them. 

34 When Jesus went ashore, He 
saw a large crowd, and He felt com- 
passion for them because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd; and He 
began to teach them many things. 

35 When it was already quite late, 
His disciples came to Him and said, 
“TThis place is desolate and it is al- 
ready quite late; Lit The 

36 send them away so that they 
may go into the surrounding country- 
side and villages and buy themselves 
Tgomething to eat.” Lit what they may eat 

37 But He answered them, “You 
give them something to eat!” RAnd 
they *said to Him, “Shall we go and 
spend two hundred F®denarii on 
bread and give them something to 
eat?” Jo 6:7 © Ma 18:28; Lk 7:41 

38 And He *said to them, “How 
many loaves do you have? Go look!” 
And when they found out, they *said, 
“Five, and two fish.” 

39 And He commanded them all 
to sit down by groups on the green 
grass. Lit recline 

40 They ‘sat down in groups of 
hundreds and of fifties. Lit reclined 

41 And He took the five loaves 
and the two fish, and looking up to- 
ward heaven, He ®blessed the food 
and broke the loaves and He kept giv- 
ing them to the disciples to set before 
them; and He divided up the two fish 
among them all. Ma 14:19 

42 They all ate and were satisfied, 

43 and they picked up twelve full 
Rpaskets of the broken pieces, and 
also of the fish. Ma 14:20 

44 There were ®five thousand men 
who ate the loaves. Ma 14:21 


'$6:30-46 6:37 The denarius was equivalent to one 
day’s wage 
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Jesus Walks on the Water 

45 Immediately Jesus made His 
disciples get into the boat and go 
ahead of Him to the other side to 
RBethsaida, while He Himself was 
sending the crowd away. Ma 11:21; Mk 8:22 

46 After bidding them farewell, 
He left for the mountain to pray. 
»%.47 When it was evening, the boat 

was in the middle of the sea, and 
He was alone on the land. 

48 Seeing them straining at the 
oars, for the wind was against them, 
at about the ®fourth watch of the 
night He *came to them, walking on 
the sea; and He intended to pass by 
them. Ma 24:43; Mk 13:35 

49 But when they saw Him walk- 
ing on the sea, they supposed that it 
was a ghost, and cried out; 

50 for they all saw Him and were 
terrified. But immediately He spoke 
with them and *said to them, “Take 
courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” 

51 Then He got into 8the boat with 
them, and the wind stopped; and they 
were utterly astonished, Mk 6:32 

52 for they had not gained any 
insight from the incident of the 
loaves, but their heart ®was hard- 
ened. Mk 8:17ff © Ro 11:7 


Healing at Gennesaret 

53 When they had crossed over 
they came to land at Gennesaret, and 
moored to the shore. 

54 When they got out of the boat, 
tanec atany the people recognized 

im, 

55 and ran about that whole coun- 
try and began to carry here and there 
on their pallets those who were sick, 
to the place they heard He was. 

56 Wherever He entered villages, 
or cities, or countryside, they were 
laying the sick in the market places, 
and imploring Him that they might 
just ®touch the fringe of His cloak; 
and as many as touched it were being 
cured. Mk 3:10 * Ma 9:20; Nu 15:37-40 


Followers of Tradition 
apie Pharisees and some of the 
scribes gathered around Him when 
they had come from Jerusalem, 
_ 2 and had seen that some of His 
disciples were eating their bread with 
impure hands, that is, unwashed. 
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3 (For the Pharisees and all the 
Jews do not eat unless they ‘carefully 
wash their hands, thus observing the 
traditions of the elders; Lit with the fist 

4 and when they come from the 
market place, they do not eat unless 
they cleanse themselves; and there 
are many other things which they 
have received in order to observe, 
such as the washing of ®cups and 
pitchers and copper pots.) Ma 23:25 

5 The Pharisees and the scribes 
*asked Him, “Why do Your disciples 
not walk according to the ®tradition of 
the elders, but eat their bread with 8im- 
pure hands?” Mk 7:3, 8, 9, 13; Ga 1:14 © Mk 7:2 

6 And He said to them, “Rightly 
did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 
as it is written: 

‘RTHIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH 
THEIR LIPS, 

BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY 
FROM Me. Is 29:13 

7 se IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP 
12h 

TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE 
PRECEPTS OF MEN.’ Is 29:13 

8 “Neglecting the commandment 
of God, you hold to the 8tradition of 
men.” Mk 7:3, 5, 9, 13; Ga 1:14 

9 He was also saying to them, 
“You are experts at setting aside the 
commandment of God in order to 
keep your tradition. mx 7:3,5,8, 13:Ga 1:14 

10 “For Moses said, ‘SHonor youR 
FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER’; and, ‘HE 
WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER, 
IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH’; Ex 20:12; De 5:16 

11 but you say, ‘If a man says to 
his father or his mother, whatever I 
have that would help you is Corban 
(that is to say, given to God),’ 

12. you no longer permit him to do 
anything for his father or his mother; 

13 thus invalidating the word of 
God by your ®tradition which you 
have handed down; and you do many 
things such as that.” x 7:3.5.8.9:Ga 1:14 


The Heart of Man 
_14 After He called the crowd to 
Him again, He began saying to them, 
“Listen to Me, all of you, and under- 
stand: 
15 there is nothing outside the 
man which can defile him if it goes 


#6:47-56 7:11 Or agift, i.e. an offering 
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into him; but the things which pro- 
ceed out: of the man are what defile 
the man. 

16 (“Mit anyone has:ears to hear, let 
him hear.”} 

17, When he had left the crowd 
and entered the house, His disciples 
questioned Him about the parable. 

18 And He *said to them, “Are you 
so lacking in understanding also? Do 
you: not understand :that whatever 
goes into:the man from outside can- 
not defile:him, 

19 because it does not go into his 
heart; but into his stomach, and is 
eliminated?” (Thus He declared all 
foods clean.) Ro 14:1-12; Col 2:16 

20 And He was saying, “*That 
which proceeds out of-the: man, that 
is what defiles'the man. Ma15:18; Mk 7:23 

21)°“For from: within, out-of the 
heart -of men; proceed: the evil 
thoughts; ‘fornications, thefts, mur- 
ders, adulteries, Le. acts of sexual immorality 

22 deeds of coveting and wicked- 
ness, as well as deceit, sensuality, 
ey slander, "pride and foolish- 
ne Ma 6:23; 20:15 * Or arrogance 

"3 “All these evil things proceed 
from within and defile the man’ 


The Syrophoenician Woman 

24 Jesus got up and went away 
hs from there to the region of TyreF. 
And when He had entered a house, 
He wanted no one to know of it; Tyet 
He could not escape notice. Lit and 

25 But after hearing of Him, a 
woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit immediately came and 
fell at His feet. 

26 Now the woman was a 'Gen- 
tile, of the Syrophoenician race. And 
she kept asking Him to cast the 
demon out of her daughter. 

27 And He was saying to her, “Let 
the children be satisfied first, for it is 
not good to take the children’s bread 
and throw it to the dogs.” Or proper 

28 But she answered and *said to 
Him, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs 
under the table feed on the children’s 
crumbs,’ 

29 And He said to her, “Because of 
this ‘answer go; the demon has gone 
out of your daughter.” Lit word 

30. And going back to her home, 
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she found the child "lying on the bed, 
the demon having left. — "Lit thrown 
hs 31 Again He went out from the re- 
gion of Tyre, and came through 
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the 
region of 8Decapolis. Ma 4:25; Mk 5:20 
32 They *brought to Him one who 
was deaf and spoke with difficulty, 
and they *implored Him to 3lay His 
hand on him. Mk 5:23 
33 Jesus took him aside from the 
crowd, by himself, and put His fingers 
into: his ears, and after spitting, He 
touched his tongue with the saliva; 
34 and looking up to heaven with 
a deep ®sigh, He *said to him, “Eph- 
phatha!” that is, “Be opened!” = mxs:12 
35 And his ears were opened, and 
the Timpediment of his tongue ‘was 
removed, and he began speaking 
plainly. Or bond ¢ Lit was loosed 
36 And He gave them orders not 
to tell anyone; but the more He or- 
dered them, the more widely they 
Rcontinued to proclaim it. Ma 8:4 Mk 1:45 
37 They were utterly astonished, 
saying, “He has done all things well; 
He makes even the deaf to hear and 
the mute to speak.” 


Four Thousand Fed 

2G, In those days, when there was 
°y again a large crowd and they 
had nothing to eat, Jesus called His 
disciples and *said to them, 

2 “RI feel compassion for the 
Tpeople because they have remained 
with Me now three days and have 
nothing to eat. Ma 9:36; Mk 6:34 ¢ Lit crowd 

3 “If lsend them away hungry to 
their homes, they will faint on the 
way; and some of them have come 
from a great distance.” 

4 And His disciples answered 
Him, “Where will anyone be able to 
find enough bread here in this deso- 
late place to satisfy these people?” 

5 And He was asking them, 
“How many loaves do you have?” And 
they said, “Seven.” 

6 And He “directed the people to 
sit down on the ground; and taking 
the seven loaves, He gave thanks and 


7:16 Early mss do not contain this verse 7-24-30 
7:24 Two early mss add and Sidon 7:26 Lit Greek 
$7:31-37 8:1-9 
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broke them, and started giving them 
to His disciples to serve to them, and 
they served them to the people. _ 

7 They also had a few small fish; 
and after He had blessed them, He or- 
dered these to be served as well. | 

8 And they ate and were Satis- 
fied; and they picked up seven large 
Rpaskets full of what was left over of 
the broken pieces. Ma 15:37; Mk 8:20 

9 About four thousand were 
there; and He sent them away. 

10 And immediately He entered 
the boat with His disciples and came 
to the district of [Dalmanutha. ma 15:39 

11 ®The Pharisees came out and 
began to argue with Him, ®seeking 
from Him a sign from heaven, to test 
Him. Mk 8:11-21: Ma 16:1-12 © Ma 12:38 

12 ®Sighing deeply in His spirit, 
He *said, “Why does this generation 
seek for a ‘sign? Truly I say to you, 
Rno sign will be given to this genera- 
tion.” Mk 7:34 ¢ Or attesting miracle ¢ Ma 12:39 

13 Leaving them, He again em- 
Pe and went away to the other 
side. 

14 And they had forgotten to take 
bread, and did not have more than 
one loaf in the boat with them. 

15 And He was giving orders to 
them, saying, “®Watch out! Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and the 
leaven of Herod.” Ma 16:6; Lk 12:1 

16 They began to discuss with one 
another the fact that they had no 
bread. 

17 And Jesus, aware of this, *said 
to them, “Why do you discuss the fact 
that you have no bread? 8Do you not 
yet see or understand? Do you have a 
Thardened heart? xk 6:52 « Or dull, insensible 

18 “HAVING EYES, DO YOU NOT SEE? 
AND HAVING EARS, DO YOU NOT HEAR? 
And do you not remember, 

19 when! broke the five loaves for 
the five thousand, how many baskets 
full of broken pieces you picked up?” 
They *said to Him, “Twelve.” 

20 “When I broke ®the seven for 
the four thousand, how many large 
baskets full of broken pieces did you 
pick up?” And they *said to Him, 
“Seven.” Mk 8:6-9 « Mk 8:8 

21 And He was saying to them, 
“RDo you not yet understand?” mx6:52 
bs 22 And they *came to 8Bethsaida. 

And they *brought a blind man to 
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Jesus and *implored Him to 8touch 
him. Ma 11:21; Mk 6:45 © Mk 3:10 
23 Taking the blind man by the 
hand, He brought him out of the vil- 
lage; and after spitting on his eyes 
and laying His hands on him, He 
asked him, “Do you see anything?” 
24 And he ‘looked up and said, “I 
see men, for I see them like trees, 
walking around.” Or gained sight 
25 Then again He laid His hands 
on his eyes; and he looked intently 
and was restored, and began to see 
everything clearly. 
26 And He sent him to his home, 
saying, “Do not even enter ®the vil- 
lage.” Mk 8:23 


Peter’s Confession of Christ 

27 Jesus went out, along with His 
disciples, to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way He ques- 
tioned His disciples, saying to them, 
“Who do people say that I am?” 

28 They told Him, saying, “John 
the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but 
others, one of the prophets.” 

29 And He continued by question- 
ing them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” RPeter “answered and *said to 
Him, “You are the Christ.” Jo 6:68, 69 

30 And He warned them to tell 
no one about Him. Ma 8:4; 16:20; Lk 9:21 

31 And He began to teach them 
that 8the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. Ma 16:21 

32 And He was stating the matter 
plainly. And Peter took Him aside and 
began to rebuke Him. 

33 But turning around and seeing 
His disciples, He rebuked Peter and 
*said, “Get behind Me, 8Satan; for you 
are not setting your mind on *God’s 
interests, but man’s.” Ma 4:10 

34 And He summoned the 

__ crowd with His disciples, and 
said to them, “If anyone wishes to 
come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me. 

_ 35. “For kwhoever wishes to save 
his "life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake and the gospel’s 
Will Save it. Ma 10:39; Lk 17:33: Jo 12:25 * Or soul 


$8:22-26 8:33 Lit the things of God 3~* 8:34-36 
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36. “For what does it profit a man 
to gain the whole world, and forfeit 
his soul? 

37 “For what will a man give in ex- 
change for his soul? 
we 38 “For whoever is ashamed of Me 

and My words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, ®the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed of him 
when He comes in the glory of His Fa- 
ther with the holy angels.” 


The Transfiguration 
And Jesus was saying to them, 
“RTruly I say to you, there are some 
of those who are standing here who 
will not taste death until they see the 
kingdom of God after it has come 
with power.” Ma 16:28; Mk 13:26; Lk 9:27 

2 Six days later, Jesus *took with 
Him Peter and James and John, and 
*brought them up on a high mountain 
by themselves. And He was transfig- 
ured before them;Mk 9:2-8: Ma 17:1-8; Lk 9:28-36 

3 and His garments became radi- 
ant and exceedingly white, as no 
launderer on earth can whiten them. 

4 Elijah appeared to them along 
with Moses; and they were talking 
with Jesus. 

5 Peter *said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it 
is good for us to be here; let us make 
three 'tabernacles, one for You, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

6 For he did not know what to 
answer; for they became terrified. 

7 Then a cloud ‘formed, over- 
shadowing them, and a ®voice came 
out of the cloud, “This is My beloved 
Son, listen to Him!” — or occurred « 2 Pe 1:17f 

8 All at once they looked around 
and saw no one with them anymore, 
except Jesus alone. 

9 RAs they were coming down 
from the mountain, He gave them or- 
ders not to relate to anyone what they 
had seen, until the Son of Man rose 
from the dead. Mk 9:9-13: Ma 17:9-13 

10 They seized upon that state- 
ment, discussing with one another 
what rising from the dead meant. 

- 11 They asked Him, saying, “Why 
is it that the scribes say that RElijah 
must come first?” Mal 4:5; Ma 11:14 

12. And He said to them, “Elijah 
does first come and restore all things. 
And yet how is it written of the Son of 


MARK 9:25 


Man that He will suffer many things 
and be treated with contempt? 

13 “But I say to you that Elijah has 
Tindeed come, and they did to him 
whatever they wished, just as it is 
written of him.” Lit also 


All Things Possible 

og 14 ®When they came back to the 
disciples, they saw a large crowd 

around them, and some scribes argu- 

ing with them. mk 9:14-28: Ma 17:14-19; Lk 9:37-42 

15 Immediately, when the entire 
crowd saw Him, they were amazed 
and began running up to greet Him. 

16 And He asked them, “What are 
you discussing with them?” 

And one of the crowd an- 
swered Him, “Teacher, I brought You 
my son, possessed with a spirit which 
makes him mute; 

18 and ‘whenever it seizes him, it 
Tslams him to the ground and he 
foams at the mouth, and grinds his 
teeth and ‘stiffens out. I told Your dis- 
ciples to cast it out, and they could not 
do Lisi Or wherever ¢ Or tears him ¢ Or withers away 

19 And He *answered them and 
*said, “O unbelieving generation, how 
long shall I be with you? How long 
sb I put up with you? Bring him to 


20 They brought ‘the boy to Him. 
When he saw Him, immediately the 
spirit threw him into a convulsion, 
and falling to the ground, he began 
rolling around and foaming at the 
mouth. Lit him 

21 And He asked his father, “How 
long has this been happening to him?” 
And he said, “From childhood. 

22 “It has often thrown him both 
into the fire and into the water to de- 
stroy him. But ifYou can do anything, 
take pity on us and help us!” 

23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If You 
can?’ All things are possible to him 
who believes.” Ma 17:20; Jo 11:40 

24 Immediately the boy’s father 
cried out and said, “I do believe; help 
my unbelief.” 

25 When Jesus saw that 8a crowd 
was Trapidly gathering, He rebuked 
the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You 
deaf and mute spirit, | command you, 


W 8:38 $9:14-29 
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come out of him and do not enter him 
again.” Mk 9:15 ¢ Or running together 

26 After crying out and throwing 
him into terrible convulsions, it came 
out; and the boy became so much like 
a corpse that most of them said, “He is 
dead!” 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand 
and raised him; and he got up. 

28 When He came 8into the 
house, His disciples began question- 
ing Him privately, “Why could we not 
drive it out?” Mk 2:1; 7:17 

29 And He said to them, “This 
kind cannot come out by anything but 


Death and Resurrection 
Foretold 

30 From there they went out and 
began to go through Galilee, and He 
did not want anyone to know about 
it. Mk 9:30-32: Ma 17:22, 23; Lk 9:43-45 

31 For He was teaching His disci- 
ples and telling them, “The Son of 
Man is to be Fdelivered into the hands 
of men, and they will kill Him; and 
when He has been killed, He will rise 
three days later.” Ma 16:21; Mk 8:31; 9:12 

32 But ®they did not understand 
this statement, and they were afraid 
to ask Him. Lk 2:50; 9:45; 18:34; Jo 12:16 
bs 33 They came to Capernaum; and 

when He was in the house, He 
began to question them, “What were 
you discussing on the way?” 

34 But they kept silent, for on the 
way they had discussed with one an- 
other which of them was the greatest. 

35 Sitting down, He called the 
twelve and *said to them, “If anyone 
wants to be first, "he shall be last of all 
and servant of all.” Or let him be 

36 Taking a child, He set him ‘be- 
fore them, and taking him in His 
arms, He said to them, Lit in their midst 

37 “Whoever receives one child 
like this in My name receives Me; and 
whoever receives Me does not receive 
Me, but Him who sent Me.” 


Dire Warnings 

$538 *John said to Him, “Teacher, 
we saw someone casting out 

demons in Your name, and 8we tried 

to prevent him because he was not 

following us.”Mk 9:38-40: Le 9:49, 50 * Nu 11:27-29 
39 But Jesus said, “Do not hinder 
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him, for there is no one who will per- 
form a miracle in My name, and be 
able soon afterward to speak evil of 


e. 

40 “For he who is not against us 
is Ffor us. Ma 12:30; Lk 11:23 

41 “For whoever gives you a cup 
of water to drink because of your 
name as followers of Christ, truly I 
say to you, he will not lose his reward. 

42 “Whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe to stumble, it 
would be better for him if, with a 
heavy millstone hung around his 
neck, he had been cast into the sea. 

43 “If your hand causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 
to enter life crippled, than, having 
your two hands, to go into hell, into 
the unquenchable fire, Ma 5:30; 18:8 

44 [Fwhere THEIR WORM DOES NOT 
DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.] 

45 “If your foot causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 
to enter life lame, than, having your 
two feet, to be cast into Shell, —-Ma5:22 

46 [fwhere THEIR WORM DOES NOT 
DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.] 

47 “If your eye causes you to 
stumble, throw it out; it is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than, having two eyes, to be 
cast into ®hell, Ma 5:29; 18:9 ¢ Ma 5:22 
y* 48 where THEIR WORM DOES NOT 

DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT 
QUENCHED. Is 66:24 © Ma 3:12; 25:41 

49 “For everyone will be salted 
with fire. 

50 “Salt is good; but if the salt be- 
comes unsalty, with what will you 
Tmake it salty again? 8Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.” Ma 5:13; Lk 14:34f ¢ Lit season it ¢ Col 4:6 


Jesus’ Teaching about Divorce 
10,c2ttize up, He *went from 
there to the region of Judea and 
beyond the Jordan; crowds *gathered 
around Him again, and, according to 
His custom, He once more began to 
teach them. Mk 10:1-12: Ma 19:1-9 
yw 2 Some Pharisees came up to 
Jesus, testing Him, and began to 


9:31 Or betrayed ‘#9:33  #9:38-40 9:40 Or on 
our side 9:44Vv 44 and 46, which are identical to v 
48, are not found in the early mss 9:46 See v 44, 
note %% 9:48-49 3* 10:2-12 
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question Him whether it was lawful for 
a man to ‘divorce a wife. Or send away 

3 And He answered and said to 
them, “What did Moses ‘command 
you? 9” 

4 They said, “RMoses perthittel a 
MQN TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE 
AND SEND her AWAY.” De 24:1, 3; Ma 5:31 

5 But Jesus said to them, “®Be- 
cause of your hardness of heart he 
wrote you this commandment. ma1o9:8 

6 “But ®from the beginning of 
creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND 
FEMALE. Mk 13:19; 2 Pe 3:4 ¢ Ge 1:27; 5:2 

7 “RFOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL 
LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHERS, © Ge 2:24 

8 RAND THE TWO SHALL’ BECOME 
ONE FLESH; So they are no longer two, 
but one flesh. Ge 2:24 

9 “What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man separate.” 

In the house the disciples 
began questioning Him about this 
again. 

11 And He *said to them, “®Who- 
ever ‘divorces his wife and marries 
another woman commits adultery 
against her; Ma 5:32 ¢ Or sends away 

12 and if she herself divorces her 
husband and marries another man, 
she is committing adultery.” 


Jesus Blesses Little Children 
13 RAnd they were bringing 
children to Him so that He might 
touch them; but the disciples rebuked 
them. Mk 10:13-16: Ma 19:13-15; Lk 18:15-17 
14 But when Jesus saw this, He 
was indignant and said to them, “Per- 
mit the children to come to Me; do not 
hinder them; ®for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. Ma 5:3 
15 “Truly I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child will not enter it at all.” 
16 And He ®took them in His arms 
and began blessing them, laying His 
hands on them. Mk 9:36 


_ Rich Young Ruler 
7 As He was setting out on a 
gon a man ran up to Him and 
Rknelt before Him, and asked Him, 
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to in- 
herit eternal life?” Mk 1:40 
18 And Jesus said to him, “Why 
do you call Me good? No one is good 
except God alone. 
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19 “You know the’ command- 
ments, ‘DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COM- 
MIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, Do NOT 
BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, 
HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.””.” 

20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, I 
have kept Rall these things from my 
youth up.” Ma 19:20 

21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a 
love for him and said to him, “One 
thing you lack: go and sell all you pos- 
sess and give to the poor, and you will 
have ®treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” Ma 6:20 

22 But at these words The was sad- 
dened, and he went away grieving, for 
he was one who owned much prop- 
erty. Or he became gloomy 

23 And Jesus, looking around, 
*said to His disciples, “RHow hard it 
will be for those who are wealthy to 
enter the kingdom of God!” — Ma 19:23 
yw 24 The disciples }were amazed 

at His words. But Jesus *an- 
swered again and *said to them, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! Mk 1:27 

25 “It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.” Ma 19:24 

26 They were even more aston- 
ished and said to Him, “'Then who 
can be saved?” Lit And 

27 Looking at them, Jesus *said, 
“RWith people it is impossible, but not 
with God; for all things are possible 
with God.” Ma 19:26 

28 Peter began to say to Him, 
“Behold, we have left everything and 
followed You.” Ma 4:20-22 

29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to 

you, there is no one who has left 
house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or farms, for My 
sake and for the gospel’s sake, 

30 but that he will receive a hun- 
dred times as much now in the present 
age, houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and farms, 
along with persecutions; and in ®the 
age to come, eternal life. Ma 12:32 

31 “But many who are first will be 
last, and the last, first.” 


10:7 Many late mss add and shall cling to his wife 
¥% 10:13-16 * 10:24 %  10:29-30 
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Jesus’ Sufferings Foretold 

32 They were on the road going 
up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walk- 
ing on ahead of them; and they ®were 
amazed, and those who followed were 
fearful. And again He took the twelve 
aside and began to tell them what was 
going to happen to Him, Mk 1:27 

33 saying, “Behold, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and ®the Son of Man 
will be Fdelivered to the chief priests 
and the scribes; and they will con- 
demn Him to death and will hand 
Him over to the Gentiles. Mk 8:31; 9:12 

34 “They will mock Him and &spit 
on Him, and scourge Him and kill 
Him, and three days later He will rise 
again.” Ma 16:21; 26:67; 27:30; Mk 9:31; 14:65 

35 TJames and John, the two sons 
of Zebedee, *came up to Jesus, saying, 
“Teacher, we want You to do for us 
whatever we ask of You.” Or Jacob 

36 And He said to them, “What do 
you want Me to do for you?” 

37 They said to Him, “Grant that 
we kmay sit, one on Your right and one 
on Your left, in Your glory.” Ma 19:28 

38 But Jesus said to them, “You do 
not Know what you are asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or to be baptized with the baptism 
with which I am baptized?” Ma 20:22 

39 They said to Him, “We are 
able.” And Jesus said to them, “The 
cup that I drink you shall drink; and 
you shall be baptized with the bap- 
tism with which I am baptized. 

40 “But to sit on My right or on 
My left, this is not Mine to give; ®but it 
is for those for whom it has been pre- 
pared.” Ma 13:11 

41 Hearing this, the ten began 
to feel indignant with James and 
John. 

42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus 
*said to them, “You know that those 
who are recognized as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and their 
great men exercise authority over 
them. 

43 “But it is not this way among 
you, but whoever wishes to be- 
come great among you shall be your 
servant; Ma 20:26; 23:11; Mk 9:35; Lk 22:26 

44 and whoever wishes to be first 
among you shall be slave of all. 

45 “For even the Son of Man 8did 
not come to be served, but to serve, 
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and to give His ‘life a ransom for 
many.” Ma 20:28 « Or soul 


Bartimaeus Receives His Sight 

»4,46 ®Then they *came to Jericho. 
Ws aha as He was leaving Jericho 
with His disciples and a large crowd, 
a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the 
son of Timaeus, was sitting by the 
road. Mk 10:46-52: Ma 20:29-34; Lk 18:35-43 

47 When he heard that it was 
Jesus the RNazarene, he began to cry 
out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” Mk 1:24 © Ma 9:27 

48 Many were sternly telling him 
to be quiet, but he kept crying out all 
the more, “8Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” Ma 9:27 

49 And Jesus stopped and said, 
“Call him here.” So they *called the 
blind man, saying to him, “®Take 
courage, stand up! He is calling for 
you.” Ma 9:2 

50 Throwing aside his cloak, he 
jumped up and came to Jesus. 

51 And answering him, Jesus said, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” 
And the blind man said to Him, 
“FRRabboni, I want to regain my 
sight!” Ma 23:7; Jo 20:16 

52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; 
your faith has made you well.” Imme- 
diately he regained his sight and 
began following Him on the road. 


The Triumphal Entry 
l As they *approached Jerusalem, 
at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, He “sent 
two of His disciples, Ma 21:17 © Ma 21:1 
_ 2 and *said to them, “Go into the 
village opposite you, and immediately 
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied 
there, on which no one yet has ever 
sat; untie it and bring it here. 

3 “If anyone says to you, ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The 
Lord has need of it’; and immediately 
he ‘will send it back here.” Lit sends 

4 They went away and found a 
colt tied at the door, outside in the 
street; and they “untied it. 

5 Some of the bystanders were 
saying to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” 


10:33 Or betrayed %* 10:43-45 “#10:46-52 
10:51 I.e. My Master 
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6 They spoke to them just as 
Jesus had told them, and they gave 
eed permission. 

7 ®They *brought the colt to Jesus 
and put their coats on it; and He sat 
On it. = Mk 11:7-10: Ma 21:4-9; Lk 19:35-38; Jo 12:12-15 

8 And many spread their coats in 
the road, and others spread leafy 
branches ‘which they had cut from the 
fields. 

9 Those who went in front and 
those who followed were shouting: 

“Hosanna! 
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN 
THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
10 Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father 
David; 

Hosanna 8in the highest!” = Ma219 

11 ®Jesus entered Jerusalem and 
came into the temple; and after look- 
ing around at everything, ®He left for 
Bethany with the twelve, since it was 
already late. Ma 21:12 * Ma 21:17 

12 On the next day, when they had 
left Bethany, He became hungry. 

13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree 
in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He 
would find anything on it; and when 
He came to it, He found nothing but 
eee for it was not the season for 

igs. 

14 He said to it, “May no one ever 
eat fruit from you again!” And His dis- 
ciples were listening. 


Jesus Drives Money Changers 
from the Temple 

15 Then they *came to Jerusalem. 
And He entered the temple and began 
to drive out those who were buying 
and selling in the temple, and over- 
turned the tables of the money chang- 
ers and the seats of those who were 
selling ™doves; Lit the doves 

16 and He would not permit any- 
one to carry merchandise through the 
temple. 

17 And He began to teach and say 
to them, “Is it not written, ‘SMy HOUSE 
SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER 
FOR ALL THE NATIONS’? RBut you have 
made it a ROBBERS’ DEN.” _Is 56:7¢ Je 7:11 

18 The chief priests and the 
scribes heard this, and began seeking 
how to destroy Him; for they were 
afraid of Him, for Rthe whole crowd 
was astonished at His teaching. Ma 7:28 
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19 When evening came, 
gens go out of the city. 
420 As they were passing by in the 
> morning, they saw the fig tree 
withered from the roots up. 

_21 Being reminded, Peter *said to 
Him, “®Rabbi, look, the fig tree which 
You cursed has withered.” Ma 23:7 

22 And Jesus *answered saying to 
them, “’Have faith in God. Ma 17:20; 21:21f 

23 “8Truly I say to you, whoever 
says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 
and cast into the sea,’ and does not 
doubt in his heart, but believes that 
what he says is going to happen, it 
will be granted him. Ma 17:20; 1 Co 13:2 

24 “Therefore I say to you, Rall 
things for which you pray and ask, be- 
lieve that you have received them, and 
they will be granted you. Ma 7:7f 

25 “Whenever you &stand praying, 
Rforgive, if you have anything against 
anyone, so that your Father who is in 
heaven will also forgive you your 
transgressions. Ma 6:5 @ Ma 6:14 

26 [“'But if you do not forgive, nei- 
ther will your Father who is in heaven 
forgive your transgressions.” ] 


they 


Jesus’ Authority Questioned 

27 They *came again to Jeru- 
salem. And as He was walking in the 
temple, the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders *came to Him, 

28 and began saying to Him, “By 
what authority are You doing these 
things, or who gave You this authority 
to do these things?” 

29 And Jesus said to them, “I will 
ask you one question, and you answer 
Me, and then I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 

30 “Was the baptism of John from 
heaven, or from men? Answer Me.” 

31 They began reasoning among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ He will say, “Then why did 
you not believe him?’ 

32 “But ‘shall we say, ‘From 
men’?”—they were afraid of the peo- 
ple, for everyone considered John to 
have been a real prophet. Or if we say 

33. Answering Jesus, they *said, 
“We do not know.” And Jesus *said to 
them, “Nor ‘will I tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things.” Lit do I tell 


‘#11:20-25 11:26 Early mss do not contain this v 
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Parable of the Vine-growers 
l Sp end He began to speak to them 
in parables: “RA man PLANTED A 
VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL AROUND IT, 
AND DUG A VAT UNDER THE WINE PRESS 
AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out 
to Fvine-growers and went on a jour- 
Ney. Mk 3:23; 4:2ff © Mk 12:1-12: Ma 21:33-46; Lk 20:9-19 

2 “At the harvest time he sent a 
slave to the vine-growers, in order to 
receive some of the produce of the 
vineyard from the vine-growers. 

3 “They took him, and beat him 
and sent him away empty-handed. 

4 “Again he sent them another 
slave, and they wounded him in the 
head, and treated him shamefully. 

5 “And he sent another, and that 
one they killed; and so with many 
others, beating some and killing oth- 
ers. 

6 “He had one more to send, a 
beloved son; he sent him last of all to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my 


7 “But those vine-growers said to 
one another, ‘This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him, and the inheritance 
will be ours!’ 

8 “They took him, and killed him 
and threw him out of the vineyard. 

9 “What will the Towner of the 
vineyard do? He will come and de- 
stroy the vine-growers, and will give 
the vineyard to others. Lit lord 

10 “Have you not even read this 
Scripture: 
‘RTHE STONE WHICH THE 
BUILDERS REJECTED, 
THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER 
stone; Ps 118:22 
11 THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE 
Lorp, 
AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR 
EYES’?” Ps 118:23 
12 And they were seeking to seize 
Him, and yet they feared the people, 
for they understood that He spoke the 
parable against them. And so they left 
Him and went away. 


Jesus Answers the Pharisees, 
Sadducees and Scribes 

13 Then they *sent some of the 
Pharisees and Herodians to Him in 
order to trap Him in a statement. 

14 They *came and *said to Him, 
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“Teacher, we know that You are truth- 
ful and defer to no one; for You are not 
partial to any, but teach the way of 
God in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll- 
tax to Caesar, or not? Or permissible 

15 “Shall we pay or shall we not 
pay?” But He, knowing their 
hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are you 
testing Me? Bring Me a Fdenarius to 
look at.” 

16 They brought one. And He 
*said to them, “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” And they said to 
Him, “Caesar’s.” 

17 And Jesus said to them, “’Ren- 
der to Caesar the things that are Cae- 
sar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” And they 'were amazed at 
Him. Ma 22:21 ¢ Or were greatly marveling 

18 Some Sadducees (who say 
that there is no resurrection) *came to 
Jesus, and began questioning Him, 
saying, Mk 12:18-27: Ma 22:23-33; Lk 20:27-38; Ac 23:8 

19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us 
that 8IF A MAN’S BROTHER DIES and 
leaves behind a wife AND LEAVES NO 
CHILD, HIS BROTHER SHOULD 'MARRY THE 
WIFE AND RAISE UP CHILDREN TO HIS 
BROTHER. De 25:5 ¢ Lit take 

20 “There were seven brothers; 
and the first took a wife, and died 
leaving no children. 

21 “The second one 'married her, 
and died leaving behind ne children; 
and the third likewise; Lit took 

22 and so all seven left no chil- 
dren. Last of all the woman died also. 

23 “In the resurrection, ‘when 
they rise again, which one’s wife will 
we be? For all seven had married 

er.” 

24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not 
the reason you are mistaken, that you 
do not ‘understand the Scriptures or 
the power of God? Or know 

25 “For when they rise from the 
dead, they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are like angels 
in heaven. 

26 “But regarding the fact that the 
dead rise again, have you not read in 
the book of Moses, Rin the passage 
about the burning bush, how God 
spoke to him, saying, ‘lam THE GoD OF 


12:1 Or tenant farmers, also vv 2,7,9 12:15 The 
denarius was a day’s wages 12:23 Early mss do not 
contain when they rise again 


1121 


ABRAHAM; AND THE:GOD OF ISAAC, and 
the God:of: Jacob’? Lk 20:37; Ro 11:2 
27 “8He is not the God ‘of the 
dead, but of the living; you are greatly 
mistaken.” ~~ Ma 22:32; Lk 20:38 * Or of corpses 
28 One of the scribes came ‘and 
heard them arguing, and "recognizing 
that He had answered them well, 
asked Him, “What commandment is 
the foremost of all?” Ma 22:34; Lk 20:39 
29 Jesus answered, “The foremost 
is, ‘HEAR, O IsRAEL!) THE LorD OUR 
Gop IS ONE LorD; De 6:4 
30 AND YOU SHALL ‘LOVE: THE LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ 

31 “The second: is this, ‘You 
SHALL° LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOUR- 
_ SELF. There is no other command- 
ment greater than these.” Le 19:18 

32 The scribe said to Him, “Right, 
Teacher; You have truly stated that 
RHE IS ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE 
BESIDES Him; De 4:35 

33. RAND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE 
HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTAND- 
ING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND 
_ TO LOVE ONE’S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, iS 
much more than all burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.” De 6:5 

34 When Jesus saw that he had 
answered intelligently, He said to him, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.” After that, no one would ven- 
ture to ask Him any more questions. 

35 And Jesus began to say, as He 
Rtaught in the temple, “How is it that 
the scribes say that the Christ is the 
Rgon of David? Ma 26:55; Mk 10:1 ¢ Ma 9:27 

36 “David himself said ‘in the 
Holy Spirit, 

‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 

“Sit av My RIGHT HAND, 
Untit [put YOUR ENEMIES 

BENEATH YOUR FEET.” Or by 
37°“David himself calls Him 
‘Lord’;:so in what sense is He his 
son?” And the large crowd enjoyed 
listening to Him. Jo 12:9 

38 ®In His teaching He was say- 
ing: “Beware of the scribes who like to 
walk around in long robes, and like 
respectful greetings in the market 
places, Mk 12:38-40: Ma 23:1-7; Lk 20:45-47 

39 and chief seats in the syna- 
gogues and places of honor at ban- 
quets, 
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40 who devour widows’ houses, 
and for appearance’s sake offer long 
prayers; these will receive greater 
condemnation;” Lk 20:47 


The Widow’s Mite __ 

41 And He sat down opposite ®the 
treasury, and began observing how 
the people were putting money into 
the treasury; and many rich people 
were putting in large sums. Jo 8:20 

42 A poor widow came and put in 
two ‘small copper coins, which 
amount to a cent. Gr lepta 

43 Calling His disciples to Him, 
He said to them, “Truly I say to you, 
this poor widow put in more than all 
the contributors to the treasury; 

44 for they all put in out of their 
Tsurplus, but she, out of her poverty, 
put in all she owned, all she had "to 
live on.” Or abundance ¢ Lk 8:43; 15:12, 30; 21:4 


Things to Come 

iF hw He was going out of the 
temple, one of His disciples 

*said to Him, “Teacher, behold Fwhat 

wonderful stones and what wonder- 

ful buildings!” Mk 13:1-37: Ma 24; Lk 21:5-36 

2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you 
see these great buildings? Not one 
stone will be left upon another which 
will not be torn down.” Lk 19:44 

3 As He was sitting on the Mount 
of Olives opposite the temple, Peter 
and James and John and Andrew 
were questioning Him privately, 

4 “Tell us, when will these things 
be, and what will be the "sign when 
all these things are going to be ful- 
filled?” Or attesting miracle 

5 And Jesus began to say to 
them, “See to it that no one misleads 
you. 

6 “Many will come in My name, 
saying, ‘8I] am He!’ and will mislead 
many. Jo 8:24 

7 “When you hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, do not be frightened; 
those things must take place; but that 
is not yet the end. 

8 “For nation will rise up against 
nation; and kingdom against king- 
dom; there will be earthquakes in var- 
ious places; there will also be 


13:1 Lit how great 
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famines. These things are merely the 
beginning of birth pangs. 

9 “But be on your guard; for they 
will deliver you to the courts, and 
you will be flogged ®in the syna- 
gogues, and you will stand before 
governors and kings for My sake, as a 
testimony to them. Ma 10:17 ® Ma 10:17 

10 “8The gospel must first be 
preached to all the nations. Ma 24:14 

11 “When they ‘arrest you and 
hand you over, do not worry before- 
hand about what you are to Say, but 
say whatever is given you in that 
hour; for it is not you who speak, but 
it is the Holy Spirit. Lit lead 

12 “Brother will betray brother to 
death, and a father his child; and chil- 
dren will rise up against parents and 
have them put to death. 

13 “RYou will be hated by all 
because of My name, but the one 
who endures to the end, he will be 
saved. Ma 10:22; Jo 15:21 

14 “But ®when you see the ABomI- 
NATION OF DESOLATION Standing where 
it should not be (let the reader under- 
stand), then those who are in Judea 
must flee to the mountains. = Ma 24:15f 

15 “8The one who is on the house- 
top must not go down, or go in to get 
anything out of his house; Lk 17:31 

6 and the one who is in the 
field must not turn back to get his 
coat. 

17 “But woe to those who are 
pregnant and to those who are nurs- 
ing babies in those days! 

18 “But pray that it may not hap- 
pen in the winter. 

19 “For those days will be a time 
of tribulation such as has not oc- 
curred ¥since the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, 
and never will. Da 12:1; Mk 10:6 

20 “Unless the Lord had short- 
ened those days, no "life would have 
been saved; but for the sake of the 
Telect, whom He chose, He shortened 
the days. Lit flesh * Or chosen ones 

21 “And then if anyone says to 
you, ‘Behold, here is ‘the Christ’; or, 
‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe 
him; Le. the Messiah 

22 for false Christs and ®false 
prophets will arise, and will show 
signs and wonders, in order to lead 
astray, if possible, the elect. Ma 7:15 
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23 “But take heed; behold, I have 
told you everything in advance. 


The Return of Christ 

24 “But in those days, after that 
tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED 
AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, 

25 AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING 
from heaven, and the powers that are 
in the heavens will be shaken. 
pe 26 “Then they will see 8THE SON OF 

E> MAN COMING IN CLOuDS with great 
power and glory. Da 7:13; Re 1:7 

27 “And then He will send forth 
the angels, and will gather together 
His elect from the four winds, ®from 
the farthest end of the earth to the far- 
thest end of heaven. De 30:4 © Ze 2:6 

28 “Now learn the parable from 
the fig tree: when its branch has al- 
ready become tender and puts forth 
its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. 

29 “Even so, you too, when you 
see these things happening, 'recog- 
nize ary THe is near, right at the 
Tdoo Or know ¢ Or it © Lit doors 

30. “Truly I say to you, this gener- 
ation will not pass away until all these 
things take place. 

a 31 “Heaven and earth will pass 
Re but My words will not pass 


32. “RBut of that day or hour no 
one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
alone. Ma 24:36; Ac 1:7 

33 “Take heed, ®keep on the alert; 
for you do not know when the ap- 
pointed time will come. Ep 6:18; Col 4:2 

34 “Rt is like a man away on a 
journey, who upon leaving his house 
and "putting his slaves in charge, as- 
signing to each one his task, also com- 
manded the doorkeeper to stay on the 
alert. Lk 12:36-38 ¢ Lit giving the authority to 

35 “Therefore, be on the alert—for 
you do not know when the master of 
the house is coming, whether in the 
evening, at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or in the morning— 

36 in case he should come sud- 
denly and find you asleep. Ro 13:11 

37 “What I say to you I say to all, 
‘RBe on the alert!’” Ma 24:42; Mk 13:35 


® 13:26 13:30 Orrace 2% 13:31 
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Death Plot and Anointing 

Now the Passover and Unleav- 

ened Bread were two days 
away; and the chief priests and the 
scribes were seeking how to seize 
Him by stealth and kill Him; — ma12:14 
_ 2 for they were saying, “Not dur- 
ing the festival, otherwise there might 
be a riot of the people.” 

3 RWhile He was in Bethany at 
the home of Simon the leper, and re- 
clining at the table, there came a 
woman with an alabaster vial of very 
costly perfume of pure nard; and she 
broke the vial and poured it over His 
head. Mk 14:3-9: Ma 26:6-13; Lk 7:37-39; Jo 12:1-8 

4 But some were indignantly re- 
marking to one another, “Why has 
this perfume been wasted? 

5 “For this perfume might have 


- been sold for over three hundred 


Fdenarii, and the money given to the 
poor.” And they were scolding her. 

6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; 
why do you bother her? She has done 
a good deed to Me. 

7 “For you always have ®the poor 
with you, and whenever you wish you 


- can do good to them; but you do not 


always have Me. De 15:11; Ma 26:11; Jo 12:8 
8 “She has done what she could; 
Rshe has anointed My body before- 
hand for the burial. Jo 19:40 
9 “Truly I say to you, wherever 
the gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what this woman has done will 
also be spoken of in memory of her.” 
10 ®Then Judas Iscariot, who 
was one of the twelve, went off to the 
chief priests in order to betray Him to 
them. Mk 14:10, 11: Ma 26:14-16; Lk 22:3-6 © Jo 6:71 
11 They were glad when they 
heard this, and promised to give him 
money. And he began seeking how to 
betray Him at an opportune time. 


The Last Passover 

12 ®On the first day of Unleav- 
ened Bread, when the Passover lamb 
was being sacrificed, His disciples 
*said to Him, “Where do You want us 
to go and prepare for You to eat the 
Passover?” = Mk 14:12-16: Ma 26:17-19; Lk 22:7-13 

13 And He *sent two of His disci- 
ples and *said to them, “Go into the 
city, and a man will meet you carrying 
a pitcher of water; follow him; 

14 and wherever he enters, say to 
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the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher 
says, “Where is My ®guest room in 
which I may eat the Passover with My 
disciples?”’ Lk 22:11 

15 “And he himself will show you 
a large upper room furnished and 
ready; prepare for us there.” 

16 The disciples went out and 
came to the city, and found it just as 
He had told them; and they prepared 
the Passover. 

17 When it was evening He *came 
with the twelve. 

18 As they were reclining at the 
table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly I 
say to you that one of you will betray 
Me—one who is eating with Me.” 

19 They began to be grieved and 
ey to Him one by one, “Surely not 


20 And He said to them, “It is one 
of the twelve, Tone who dips with Me 
in the bowl. Or the one 

21 “For the Son of Man is to go 
just as it is written of Him; but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been 
good for that man if he had not been 
born.” Or through 


The Lord’s Supper 

22 While they were eating, He 
took some bread, and after a blessing 
He broke it, and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take it; this is My body.” 

23 And when He had taken a cup 
and given thanks, He gave it to them, 
and they all drank from it. 

24 And He said to them, “This is 
My ®blood of the 8covenant, which is 
poured out for many. — Ex 24:8 « Je 31:31-34 

25 “Truly I say to you, I will never 
again drink of the fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” 

26 After singing a hymn, they 
went out to the Mount of Olives. 

27 ®And Jesus *said to them, “You 
will all fall away, because it is writ- 
ten, ‘8] WILL STRIKE DOWN THE SHEP- 
HERD, AND THE SHEEP SHALL BE 
SCATTERED.’ Mk 14:27-31: Ma 26:31-35 © Ze 13:7 

28 “But after I have been raised, I 
will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 

29 But Peter said to Him, “Even 


14:5 The denarius was equivalent to a day’s wages 
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though all may "fall away, yet I will 
not.” Or stumble 

30 And Jesus *said to him, “Truly I 
say to you, that 8this very night, be- 
fore a rooster crows twice, you your- 
self will deny Me three times.” Ma 26:34 

31 But Peter kept saying insis- 
tently, “Even if I have to die with You, 
I will not deny You!” And they all were 
saying the same thing also. 


Jesus in Gethsemane 

32 They *came to a place named 
Gethsemane; and He *said to His dis- 
ciples, “Sit here until I have prayed.” 

3 And He *took with Him Peter 
and ‘James and John, and began to be 
very distressed and troubled.  orJacob 

34 And He *said to them, “My soul 
is deeply grieved to the point of death; 
remain here and keep watch.” 

35 And He went a little beyond 
them, and fell to the ground and 
began to pray that if it were possible, 
the hour might pass Him by. 

36 And He was saying, “Abba! Fa- 
ther! All things are possible for You; 
remove this cup from Me; ®yet not 
what I will, but what You will.” ma 26:39 

37 And He *came and *found 
them sleeping, and *said to Peter, 
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you 
not keep watch for one hour? 

38 “RKeep watching and praying 
that you may not come into tempta- 
tion; the spirit is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” Ma 26:41 

39 Again He went away and 
prayed, saying the same words. 

And again He came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were 
very heavy; and they did not know 
what to answer Him. 

41 And He *came the third time, 
and *said to them, “'Are you still sleep- 
ing and resting? It is enough; 8the hour 
has come; behold, the Son of Man is 
being betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners. Or Keep on sleeping therefore * Mk 14:35 

42 “Get up, let us be going; behold, 
the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 


Betrayal and Arrest 

43 Immediately while He was still 
speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, 
*came up ‘accompanied by a crowd 
with swords and clubs, who were 
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from the chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders. Lit and with him 

44 Now he who was betraying 
Him had given them a signal, saying, 
“Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize 
Him and lead Him away ‘under 
guard.” Lit safely 

45 After coming, Judas immedi- 
ately went to Him, saying, “Rabbi!” 
and kissed Him. Ma 23:7 

46 They laid hands on Him and 

seized Him. 
»%.47 But one of those who stood by 
Ys Grew his sword, and struck the 
slave of the high priest and ‘cut off his 
ear. Lit took off 
48 And Jesus said to them, “Have 
you come out with swords and clubs 
to arrest Me, as you would against a 
robber? 

49 “Every day I was with you 8in 
the temple teaching, and you did not 
seize Me; but this has taken place to 
fulfill the Scriptures.” mx 12:35: Lk 19:47; 21:37 

50 And they all left Him and fled. 

51 A young man was following 
Him, wearing nothing but a linen 
sheet over his naked body; and they 
*seized him. 

52 But he ‘pulled free of the linen 
sheet and escaped naked. Lit left benind 


Jesus before His Accusers 

53 They led Jesus away to the 
high priest; and all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes *gath- 
ered together. 

54 Peter had followed Him at a 
distance, "right into the courtyard of 
the high priest; and he was sitting 
with the ‘officers and warming him- 
self at the fire. Mk 14:68 ° Ma 26:3 ¢ Or servants 

55 Now the chief priests and the 
whole ¥®Council kept trying to obtain 
testimony against Jesus to put Him to 
death, and they were not finding any. 

__96 For many were giving false tes- 
timony against Him, but their testi- 
mony was not consistent. 

_57 Some stood up and began to 
give false testimony against Him, say- 
ing, 
58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will de- 
stroy this temple made with hands, 
and in three days I will build another 
made without hands,’” 


Or sanctuary 


14:47 14:55 Or Sanhedrin 


| 
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59 Not even in this respect was 
their testimony consistent. 

60 The high priest stood up and 
came forward and questioned Jesus, 
saying, “Do You not answer? ™What is 
it that these men are testifying against 
You?” Or what do these testify? 

61 ®But He kept silent and did not 
answer. Again the high priest was 
questioning Him, and saying to Him, 
“Are You 'the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed One?” Ma 26:63 « Le. the Messiah 

62 And Jesus said, “I am; and you 
shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT 
THE RIGHT HAND OF Power, and ®com- 
ING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” Da 7:13 

63 RTearing his clothes, the high 
priest *said, “What further need do we 
have of witnesses? Nu 14:6; Ma 26:65: Ac 14:14 

64 “You have heard the ®blas- 
phemy; how does it seem to you?” 
And they all condemned Him to be 
deserving of death. Le 24:16 

65 Some began to spit at Him, and 
to blindfold Him, and to beat Him 
with their fists, and to say to Him, 
“Prophesy!” And the officers received 
Him with slaps in the face. 


Peter’s Denials 

66 As Peter was below in &®the 
courtyard, one of the servant-girls of 
the high priest *came, Mk 14:54 

67 and seeing Peter ®warming 
himself, she looked at him and *said, 
“You also were with Jesus the 
RNazarene.” Mk 14:54 © Mk 1:24 

68 But he denied it, saying, “I nei- 
ther know nor understand what you 
are talking about.” And he ®went out 
onto the porch. Mk 14:54 

69 The servant-girl saw him, and 
began once more to say to the by- 
standers, “This is one of them!” 

70 But again ®he denied it. And 
after a little while the bystanders 
were again saying to Peter, “Surely 
you are one of them, ®for you are a 
Galilean too.” Mk 14:68 © Ma 26:73; Lk 22:59 

71 But he began to ‘curse and 
swear, “I do not know this man you 
are talking about!” or put himself under a curse 

72 Immediately a rooster crowed 
a second time. And Peter remembered 
how Jesus had made the remark to 
him, “Before 8a rooster crows twice, 
you will deny Me three times.” And he 
began to weep. Mk 14:30, 68 
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Jesus before Pilate 

l i bce in the morning the chief 
priests with the elders and 

scribes and the whole Council, im- 

mediately held a consultation; and 

binding Jesus, they led Him away and 

delivered Him to Pilate. ma 27:1 « Ma5:22 

2 Pilate questioned Him, “Are 
You the King of the Jews?” And He 
“answered him, “It is as you say.” 

3 The chief priests began to ac- 
cuse Him Tharshly. Or of many things 

4 Then Pilate questioned Him 
again, saying, “Do You not answer? 
See how many charges they bring 
against You!” 

5 But Jesus made no further an- 
swer; So Pilate was amazed. —_a27:12 

6 Now at the feast he used to re- 
lease for them any one prisoner 
whom they requested. 

7 The man named Barabbas had 
been imprisoned with the insurrec- 
tionists who had committed murder 
in the insurrection. 

8 The crowd went up and began 
asking him to do as he had been ac- 
customed to do for them. 

9 Pilate answered them, saying, 
“Do you want me to release for you 
the King of the Jews?” 

10 For he was aware that the chief 
priests had handed Him over because 
of envy. 

11 But the chief priests stirred up 
the crowd 8to ask him to release 
Barabbas for them instead. Ac 3:14 

12 Answering again, Pilate said to 
them, “Then what shall I do with Him 
whom you call the King of the Jews?” 

13 They shouted "back, “Crucify 
Him!” Or again 

14 But Pilate said to them, “Why, 
what evil has He done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Crucify Him!” 

15 Wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
Pilate released Barabbas for them, 
and after having Jesus scourged, he 
handed Him over to be crucified. 


Jesus Is Mocked 

16 The soldiers took Him away 
into ®the palace (that is, the Praeto- 
rium), and they *called together the 
whole Roman fcohort. Ma 26:3; 27:27 


14:68 Later mss add and a rooster crowed 15:1 Or 
Sanhedrin 15:16 Or battalion 


MARK 15:17 


17 They *dressed Him up in pur- 
ple, and after twisting a crown of 
thorns, they put it on Him; 

18 and they began to acclaim 
Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

19 They kept beating His head 
with a Freed, and spitting on Him, and 
kneeling and bowing before Him. 

20 After they had mocked Him, 
they took the purple robe off Him and 
put His own garments on Him. And 
they *led Him out to crucify Him. 

21 ®They *pressed into service a 
passer-by coming from the country, 
Simon of Cyrene (the father of 
Alexander and ®Rufus), to bear His 
cross. Mk 15:21: Ma 27:32; Lk 23:26 ¢ Ro 16:13 


The Crucifixion 

22 Then they *brought Him to the 
place ®Golgotha, which is translated, 
Place of a Skull. Lk 23:33; Jo 19:17 

23 They tried to give Him ®wine 
mixed with myrrh; but He did not 
take it. Ma 27:34 

24 And they *crucified Him, and 
*divided up His garments among 
themselves, casting lots for them to 
decide what each man should take. 

25 It was the ‘third hour when 
they crucified Him. 

26 The inscription of the charge 
against Him Tread, ““THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.” Lit had been inscribed ¢ Ma 27:37 

27 They *crucified two robbers 
with Him, one on His right and one on 
His left. 

28 [fAnd the Scripture was ful- 
filled which says, “And He was num- 
bered with transgressors.”] 

29 Those passing by were hurling 
abuse at Him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, “Ha! You who are going to 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days, Ps 22:7; 109:25; Ma 27:39 

30 save Yourself, and come down 
from the cross!” 

31 In the same way the chief 
priests also, along with the scribes, 
were mocking Him among themselves 
and saying, “®He saved others; He can- 
not save Himself. Ma 27:42; Lk 23:35? 

32 “Let this Christ, the King of Is- 
rael, now come down from the cross, 
so that we may see and believe!” Those 
who were crucified with Him were 
also insulting Him. Ma 27:42; Mk 15:26 

33 When the ‘sixth hour came, 
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darkness fell over the whole land 
until the fninth hour. 

34 At the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, “SExor, Exot, 
LAMA SABACHTHANI?” which is trans- 
lated, “My Gop, My Gop, WHY HAVE 
YOU FORSAKEN ME?” Ps 22:1; Ma 27:46 

35 When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they began saying, “Behold, 
He is calling for Elijah.” 

36 Someone ran and filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
reed, and gave Him a drink, saying, 
“Let us see whether Elijah will come 
to take Him down.” 

37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry, 
and breathed His last. 

38 And the veil of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. 

39 RWhen the centurion, who was 
standing ‘right in front of Him, saw 
the way He breathed His last, he 
said, “Truly this man was the Son of 
God!” Ma 27:54; Mk 15:45; Lk 23:47 © Or opposite Him 

40 There were also some women 
looking on from a distance, among 
whom were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James ®the Less 
and Joses, and ®Salome. Lk 19:3 « Mk 16:1 

41 When He was in Galilee, they 
used to follow Him and ‘minister to 
Him; and there were many other 
women who came up with Him to 
Jerusalem. Or wait on e Ma 27:55f 


Jesus Is Buried 

42 When evening had already 
come, because it was ®the preparation 
day, that is, the day before the Sab- 
bath, Ma 27:62 

43 Joseph of Arimathea came, a 
prominent member of the Council, 
who himself was waiting for the king- 
dom of God; and he gathered up 
courage and went in before Pilate, 
and asked for the body of Jesus. 

44 Pilate wondered if He was dead 
by this time, and summoning the cen- 
turion, he questioned him as to 
whether He was already dead. 

45 And ascertaining this from 8the 
centurion, he granted the body to 
Joseph. Mk 15:39 

46 Joseph bought a linen cloth, 


15:19 Or staff (made of areed) 15:25 Le.9 a.m. 
15:28 Early mss do not contain thisv 15:33 Le. 
noon 15:33 I.e. 3 p.m. 
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took Him down, wrapped Him in the 
linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb 
which had been hewn out in the rock; 
and he rolled a stone against the en- 
trance of the tomb. 

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses were looking on to 
see where He was laid. 


The Resurrection 
When the Sabbath was over, 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, 
Rbought spices, so that they might 
come and anoint Him. 1k 23:56; Jo 19:39f 

2 Very early on the first day of 
the week, they *came to the tomb 
when the sun had risen. 

3 They were saying to one an- 
other, “Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 

4 Looking up, they *saw that the 
stone had been rolled away, ‘although 
it was extremely large. Lit for 

5 REntering the tomb, they saw a 
young man sitting at the right, wear- 
ing a white robe; and they were 
amazed. Jo 20:11, 12 © Mk 9:15 

6 And he *said to them, “®Do not 
be amazed; you are looking for Jesus 
the RNazarene, who has been cruci- 
fied. He has risen; He is not here; be- 
hold, here is the place where they laid 
Him. Mk 9:15 © Mk 1:24 ® Ma 28:6; Lk 24:6 

7 “But go, tell His disciples and 
Peter, ‘*He is going ahead of you 
to Galilee; there you will see Him, just 
as He told you.’” Ma 26:32; Mk 14:28 

8 They went out and fled from 
the tomb, for trembling and astonish- 
ment had gripped them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 

9 [Now after He had risen early 
on the first day of the week, He first 
appeared to Mary Magdalene, from 
whom He had cast out seven demons. 

10 She went and reported to those 
who had been with Him, while they 
were mourning and weeping. 

11 When they heard that He was 
alive and had been seen by her, they 
refused to believe it. 


MARK 16:20 


_12 After that, He appeared in a 
different form ®to two of them while 
they were walking along on their way 
to the country. mk 16:14; Jo 21:1, 14 © Lk 24:13-35 
_ 13 They went away and reported 
it to the others, but they did not be- 
lieve them either. 


The Disciples Commissioned 

14 Afterward 8He appeared to the 
eleven themselves as they were re- 
clining at the table; and He re- 
proached them for their unbelief and 
hardness of heart, because they had 
not believed those who had seen Him 
after He had risen. Mk 16:12; Jo 21:1, 14 
wie 15 And He said to them, “®Go 

into all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation. Ma 28:19; Ac 1:8 

16 “8He who has believed and has 
been baptized shall be saved; but he 
who has disbelieved shall be con- 
demned. Jo 3:18, 36; Ac 16:31 

17 “These signs will accompany 
those who have believed: in My name 
they will cast out demons, they will 
speak with new tongues; 

18 they will pick up serpents, and 
if they drink any deadly poison, it will 
not hurt them; they will ®lay hands on 
the sick, and they will recover.” mx 5:23 

19 So then, when the Lord Jesus 
had ®spoken to them, He was received 
up into heaven and sat down at the 
right hand of God. Ac 1:3 

20 And they went out and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them, and confirmed the 
word by the ‘signs that followed.] 

[‘And they promptly reported all 
these instructions to Peter and his 
companions. And after that, Jesus 
Himself sent out through them from 
east to west the sacred and imperish- 
able proclamation of eternal salva- 
tion. ] Or attesting miracles 


% 16:7-8 16:9 Later mss add vv 9-20 

%* 16:15-20 16:20 A few late mss and versions 
contain this paragraph, usually after v 8; a few have 
it at the end of ch 


LUKE 


Author: It is evident from the pro- 
logues to Luke and Acts (1:1- 
4; Ac 1:1-5) that both books 
were addressed to a man 
called Theophilus as a two- 
volume work. Acts begins with 
a summary of Luke and con- 
tinues the story from where 
the Gospel of Luke concludes. 
Luke may have been a Hel- 
lenistic Jew, but it is more 
likely that he was a Gentile 
(this would make him the only 
Gentile contributor to the New 
Testament). It has been sug- 
gested that Luke may have 
been a Greek physician to a 
Roman family who at some 
point was set free and given 
Roman citizenship. Luke was 
not an eyewitness of the 
events in his Gospel, but he 
relied on the testimony of 
apostolic eyewitness and reli- 
able written sources. 


Time: Cc. 4 8.c.- A.D. 33 


Introduction 
Inasmuch as many have under- 
taken to compile an account of the 
things accomplished among us, 

2 just as they were handed down 
to us by those who ®from the begin- 
ning were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the Fword, Jo 15:27; Ac 1:21f 

3 it seemed fitting for me as well, 
Rhaving investigated everything care- 
fully from the beginning, to write it 
out for you in consecutive order, most 
excellent Theophilus; 171 4:6 

4 so that you may know the exact 
truth about the things you have been 
Rtaught. Ac 18:25; Ro 2:18; 1 Co 14:19; Ga 6:6 


Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
5 ®In the days of Herod, king of 
Judea, there was a priest named 

TZacharias, of the 8division of FAbi- 


Key Verse: Lk 19:10 


Theme: The beginning of Luke makes 
reference to the fact that 
there was a great deal of oral 
tradition concerning Jesus cir- 
culating during the first cen- 
tury. The rapid growth of the 
church (over 3,000 on the 
Day of Pentecost alone) 
meant that there would have 
been potential for significant 
variety in stories about Jesus. 
Luke’s stated agenda is relia- 
bility. Where Matthew goes to 
great lengths to tie Jesus’ 
story to the history of the 
Jews, Luke is more interested 
in where the story fits in the 
history of the human race. 
Throughout the book, Christ 
reaches out to people from a 
variety of social strata, na- 
tionalities, and cultures. Luke 
sees Jesus as the Savior of 
the whole world. 


jah; and he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. Ma2:1¢ Le. Zeariah ¢ 1 Ch 24:10 

6 They were both righteous in 
the sight of God, walking blamelessly 
in all the commandments and re- 
quirements of the Lord. 

7 But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and they were 
both advanced in Tyears. Lit days 

8 Now it happened that while 
®he was performing his priestly serv- 
ice before God in the appointed order 
of his division, 1 Ch 24:19; 2 Ch 8:14; 31:2 

_ 9 according to the custom of the 
priestly office, he was chosen by lot 
Rto enter the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense. Ex 30:7f 

10 And the whole multitude of the 


1:21e.gospel 2% 1:5-16 1:5 Gr Abia 
1:5 Ie. of priestly descent 
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people were in prayer outside at the 
hour of the incense offering. Le 16:17 

11 And an angel of the Lord ap- 
peared to him, standing to the right of 
the altar of incense. Lk 2:9; Ac 5:19 

12 Zacharias was troubled when 
he saw the angel, and ®fear 'gripped 
him. Lk 2:9 ¢ Or fell upon 

13 But the angel said to him, “Do 
not be afraid, Zacharias, for your pe- 
tition has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
will give him the name John. 

14 “You will have joy and glad- 
ness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth. 

15 “For he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord; and he will 8drink no wine 


~ or liquor, and he will be filled with the 


Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s 
womb. Nu 6:3; Ju 13:4; Ma 11:18: Lk 7:33 

16 “And he will 8turn many of the 
sons of Israel back to the Lord their 
God. Ma 3:2, 6; Lk 3:3 

17 “It is he who will ®go as a fore- 
runner before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS 
OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, 
and the disobedient to the attitude of 


_ the righteous, so as to make ready a 


people prepared for the Lord.” 1k1:76 
bs 18 Zacharias said to the angel, 

“How will I know this for certain? 
For 81 am an old man and my wife is 
advanced in 'years.” Ge 17:17 © Lit days 

19 The angel answered and said 
to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in 
the presence of God, and I have been 
sent to speak to you and to bring you 
this good news. Da 8:16; 9:21; Lk 1:26 

20 “And behold, you shall be silent 
and unable to speak until the day 
when these things take place, because 
you did not believe my words, which 
will be fulfilled in their proper time.” 

21 The people were waiting for 
Zacharias, and were wondering at his 
delay in the temple. 

22 But when he came out, he was 
unable to speak to them; and they re- 
alized that he had seen a vision in the 
temple; and he ®kept making signs to 
them, and remained mute. Lk 1:62 

23 When the days of his priestly 
service were ended, he went back 


home. ' 
Cate After these days Elizabeth 
his wife became pregnant, and 


LUKE 1:38 


she 'kept herself in seclusion for five 
months, saying, Lit was hidden 
25 “This is the way the Lord has 
dealt with me in the days when He 
looked with favor upon me, to take 
away my disgrace among men.” 


Jesus’ Birth Foretold 

26 Now in the sixth month the 
angel ®Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city in Galilee called Nazareth, 1x1:19 

27 to 8a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, Rof the de- 
scendants of David; and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. Ma 1:18 « Ma 1:16, 20; Lk 2:4 

28 And coming in, he said to her, 
“Greetings, ‘favored one! The Lord Tis 
with you.” Or woman richly blessed ¢ Or be 

29 But she 8was very perplexed at 
this statement, and kept pondering 
what kind of salutation this was..x 1:12 

30 The angel said to her, “8Do not 
be afraid, Mary; for you have found 
favor with God. Ma 14:27; Lk 1:13 

31 “And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name Him Jesus. 

32 “He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High; and 
the Lord God will give Him the throne 
of His father David; 

33 Rand He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and His ae 
dom will have no end.” 

34 Mary said to the angel, ‘How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered and said 
to her, “?The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; and for 
that reason the holy Child shall be 
called the Son of God. Ma 1:18 ¢ Lk 1:32 

36 “And behold, even your rela- 
tive Elizabeth has also conceived 
a son in her old age; and 'she who 
was called barren is now in her sixth 
month. Lit this is the sixth month to her who 

37 “For ®nothing will be impossi- 
ble with God.” Ge 18:14; Je 32:17; Ma 19:26 

38 And Mary said, “Behold, the 
Fhondslave of the Lord; may it be 
done to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her. 


$1:18-19 % 1:24-25 % 1:36-38 1:38 Le. 
female slave 
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Mary Visits Elizabeth 
39 Now ‘at this time Mary arose 
and went in a hurry to the hill 
country, to a city of Judah, Lit in these days 

40 and entered the house of 
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her 
womb; and Elizabeth was ®filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Lk 1:67; Ac 2:4; 4:8; 9:17 

42 And she cried out with a loud 
voice and said, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 

43 “And how has it happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord 
would come to me? Lk 2:11 

44 “For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby leaped in my womb for joy. 

45 “And 8blessed is she who be- 
lieved that there would be a fulfill- 
ment of what had been spoken to her 
Tby the Lord.” Lk 1:20, 48° Lit from 


The Magnificat 
we 46 And Mary said: 
“My soul exalts the Lord, 

47 And my spirit has rejoiced in 
God my Savior. Ps 35:9; Hab 3:18 

48 “For He has had regard for the 
humble state of His 
bondslave; 

For behold, from this time on 
all generations will count 
me blessed. Ps 138:6 © Lk 1:45 

49 “For the Mighty One has done 

great things for me; 
And holy is His name. 

50 “AND His MERCY IS UPON 
GENERATION AFTER 
GENERATION 

TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR Hin. 

51 “8He has done mighty deeds 
with His arm; 

He has scattered those who 
were proud in the thoughts 
of their heart. Ps 98:1; 118:15 

52 “He has brought down rulers 
from their thrones, 

And has Rexalted those who 
were humble. Job 5:11 

53 “RHE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY 
WITH GOOD THINGS; 

And sent away the rich empty 
handed. 5 107:9 

54 “He has given help to mat His 

servant, 
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TIn remembrance of His 
mercy, Lit So as to remember 
55 As He spoke to our fathers, 
RTo Abraham and his 
descendants forever.” Ge 17:7 
56 And Mary stayed with her 
about three months, and then re- 
turned to her home. 


John Is Born 
57 Now the time "had come for 
Elizabeth to give birth, and she 
gave birth to a son. Lit was fulfilled 

58 Her neighbors and her rela- 
tives heard that the Lord had dis- 
played His great mercy toward her; 
and they were rejoicing with her. 

59 And it happened that on the 
eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child, and they were going to call 
him Zacharias, after his father. 

60 But his mother answered and 
said, “No indeed; but ®he shall be 
called John.” Lk 1:13, 63 

61 And they said to her, “There is 
no one among your relatives who is 
called by that name.” 

62 And they made signs to his fa- 
ther, as to what he wanted him called. 

63 And he asked for a tablet and 
wrote as follows, “8His name is John.” 
And they were all astonished. Lx 1:13, 60 

64 RAnd at once his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
began to speak in praise of God. Lx 1:20 

65 Fear came on all those living 
around them; and all these matters 
were being talked about in all ae hill 
country of Judea. k 1:39 

66 All who heard them kept eects 
in mind, saying, “What then will this 
child turn out to be?” For the hand of 
the Lord was certainly with him. 


Zacharias’s Prophecy 
yw 67 And his father Zacharias was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
Rprophesied, saying: Joel 2:28 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, 
For He has visited us and 
accomplished redemption 
for His people, Lk 1:71; 2:38: He 9:12 
69 And has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us 


Y 1:39-45  % 1:46-55 3 1-57-64 
3% 1:67-68 
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In the house of David ®His 
servant— Ma 1:1 
70 RAs He spoke by the mouth of 
His holy prophets ®from of 
old— Ro 1:2¢ Ac 3:21 
71 ®Salvation 8FROM OUR ENEMIES, 
And FROM THE HAND OF ALL 
WHO HATE US; Lk 1:68 ¢ Ps 106:10 

72 To show mercy toward our 

fathers, 
RAnd to remember His holy 
covenant, Ps 105:8f, 42; 106:45 
oy 73 The oath which He swore to 
Abraham our father, 

74 To grant us that we, being 
rescued from the hand of 
our enemies, 

Might serve Him without fear, 

75 In holiness and righteousness 
before Him all our days. 

76 “And you, child, will be called 
the prophet of the Most 
High; 

For you will go on BEFORE THE 
LORD TO PREPARE HIs ways; 

77 To give to His people the 

Knowledge of salvation 
TBy 8the forgiveness of their 
SiNS, Or Consisting in « Je 31:34; Mk 1:4 

78 Because of the tender mercy 
of our God, 

With which the Sunrise from 
on high will visit us, 

79 TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT 
IN DARKNESS AND THE 
SHADOW OF DEATH, 

To guide our feet into the ®way 

of peace.” Is 9:2 © Is 59:8; Ma 4:16 

80 And the child continued to 
grow and to become strong in 
spirit, and he lived in the deserts until 
the day of his public appearance to Is- 
rael. Lk 2:40 


Jesus’ Birth in Bethlehem 
Now in those days a decree went 
out from ®Caesar Augustus, that a 
census be taken of all 'the inhabited 
earth. Ma 22:17; Lk 3:1 © Ma 24:14 
2 This was the first census taken 
while -Quirinius was governor of 
RSyria. Ma 4:24 
3 And everyone was on his way 
to register for the census, each to his 

own City. 

4 Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David which is 
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called Bethlehem, because ®he was of 
the house and family of David, Lx 1:27 

5 in order to register along with 
Mary, who was engaged to him, and 
was with child. 
yw 6 While they were there, the 

days were completed for her to 
give birth. 

7 And she ®gave birth to her first- 
born son; and she wrapped Him in 
cloths, and laid Him in a ‘manger, be- 
cause there was no room for them in 
the inn. Ma 1:25 ¢ Or feeding trough 

8 In the same region there were 
some shepherds staying out in the 
fields and keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 

9 And an angel of the Lord sud- 
denly stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them; 
and they were terribly frightened. 

10 But the angel said to them, 
“RDo not be afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy which will 
be for all the people; Ma 14:27 

11 for today in the city of David 
there has been born for you a Savior, 
who is FChrist the Lord. 

12 “This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.” Or feeding trough 

13 And suddenly there appeared 
with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and say- 


ing, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among 
men Fwith whom He is 
pleased.” Ma 21:9; Lk 19:38 

15 When the angels had gone 
away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds began saying to one an- 
other, “Let us go straight to Bethle- 
hem then, and see this thing that has 
happened which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 

16 So they came in a hurry and 
found their way to Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby as He lay in the 
Tmanger. Or feeding trough 

17 When they had seen this, they 
made known the statement which had 
been told them about this Child. 

18 And all who heard it wondered 


Y 1:73-77 3% 1:80 2:1 Le. the Roman empire 
2:2 Gr Kyrenios °~ 2:6-7 2:11 Le. Messiah 
2:14 Lit of good pleasure; or of good will 
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at the things which were told them by 
the shepherds. 

19 But Mary treasured all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. 

20 The shepherds went back, ®glo- 
rifying and praising God for all that 
they had heard and seen, just as had 
been told them. Ma 9:8 


Jesus Presented at the Temple 
ye 21 And when eight days had 

passed, before His circumcision, 
His name was then called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before He 
was conceived in the womb. 

22 RAnd when the days for their 
purification according to the law of 
Moses were completed, they brought 
Him up to Jerusalem to present Him 
to the Lord Le 12:6-8 

23 (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “REvery firstborn MALE THAT 
OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY 
TO THE LORD”), Ex 13:2, 12; Nu 3:13: 8:17 

24 and to offer a sacrifice accord- 
ing to what was said in the Law of the 
Lord, “8A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO 
YOUNG PIGEONS.” Le 5:11; 12:8 

25 And there was a man in 
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
and this man was ®righteous and de- 
vout, looking for the consolation of 
Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. Lk 1:6 © Mk 15:43; Lk 2:38; 23:51 

26 And Rit had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not ®see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. Ma 2:12 « Ps 89:48: Jo 8:51: He 11:5 

27 And he came in the Spirit into 
the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to carry out 
for Him the custom of the Law, 

28 then he took Him into his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, 

29 “Now Lord, You are releasing 
Your bond-servant to depart 
in peace, 

RAccording to Your word; Lk 2:26 

30 For my eyes have seen Your 
salvation, 

31 Which You have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, 

32 A LIGHT TOF REVELATION TO THE 


GENTILES, 
And the glory of Your people 
Israel.” Or for 


33 And His father and ®mother 
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were amazed at the things which 
were being said about Him. Ma 12:46 

34 And Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary His mother, “Behold, 
this Child is appointed for the fall and 
rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to 
be opposed— Ma 12:46 

35 and a sword will pierce even 
your own soul—to the end that 
thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, 
Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 
years and had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, 

37 and then as a widow to the age 
of eighty-four. She never left the tem- 
ple, serving night and day with ®fast- 
ings and prayers. Lk 5:33; Ac 13:3; 14:23; 1 T1 5:5 

38 At that very moment she came 
up and began giving thanks to God, 
and continued to speak of Him to all 
those who were &looking for the re- 
demption of Jerusalem. Lk 1:68; 2:25 


Return to Nazareth 

39 When they had performed 
everything according to the Law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own city of Nazareth. 

40 ®The Child continued to grow 
and become strong, Tincreasing in 
wisdom; and the grace of God was 
upon Him. Lk 1:80; 2:52 © Lit becoming full of 


Visit to Jerusalem 

41 Now His parents went to 
Jerusalem every year at the Feast of 
the Passover. Ex 12:11; 23:15: De 16:1-6 

42 And when He became twelve, 
they went up there according to the 
custom of the Feast; 

43 and as they were returning, 
after spending the ®full number of 
days, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. But His parents were un- 
aware of it, Ex 12:15 

44 but supposed Him to be in the 
caravan, and went a day’s journey; 
and they began looking for Him 
among their relatives and acquain- 
tances. 

45 When they did not find Him, 
they returned to Jerusalem looking 
for Him. 


Y 9:21-24 
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46 Then, after three days they 
found Him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the teachers, both listen- 
ing to them and asking them ques- 
tions. 

47 And all who heard Him were 
amazed at His understanding and His 
answers. 

48 When they saw Him, they were 
astonished; and 8His mother said to 
Him, “TSon, why have You treated us 
this way? Behold, ®Your father and I 
have been anxiously looking for 
You.” Ma 12:46 © Or Child Lk 2:49; 3:23; 4:22 

49 And He said to them, “Why is it 


that you were looking for Me? Did 


~ them. 


you not know that ®I had to be in My 
Father’s house?” Jo 4:34; 5:36 

50 But ®they did not understand 
the statement which He Thad made to 
Mk 9:32; Lk 9:45; 18:34 ¢ Lit had spoken 

51 And He went down with them 
and came to 8Nazareth, and He con- 


— tinued in subjection to them; and RHis 


mother ®treasured all these ‘things in 
her heart. Lk 2:39 ¢ Ma 12:46 ¢ Lk 2:19 ¢ Lit words 

52 And Jesus kept increasing in 
wisdom and ‘stature, and in ®favor 
with God and men. Or age « Lk 2:40 


John the Baptist Preaches 
Now in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius Caesar, when 
RPontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip was 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and lLysanias was 
tetrarch of Abilene, Ma 27:2 © Ma 14:1 
2 in the high priesthood of ®An- 
nas and 8Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John, the son of Zacharias, in 
the wilderness. Jo 18:13, 24; Ac 4:6 Ma 26:3 
3 And he came into all ®the dis- 
trict around the Jordan, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the for- 
giveness of sins; Ma 3:5 
4 as it is written in the book of 
the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
“RTHE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN 
THE WILDERNESS, 
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE 
LorD, 
MAKE HIs PATHS STRAIGHT. Is 40:3 
5 ‘EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, 
AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL 
WILL BE BROUGHT LOW; 
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THE CROOKED WILL BECOME 
STRAIGHT, 
AND THE ROUGH ROADS 
SMOOTH; 
6 RAND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE 
SALVATION OF Gop.’” Is 40:5 

7 So he began saying to the 
crowds who were going out to be bap- 
tized by him, “8You brood of vipers, 
who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Ma 12:34; 23:33 

8 “Therefore bear fruits in keep- 
ing with repentance, and do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra- 
ham for our father,’ for I say to you 
that from these stones God is able to 
raise up children to Abraham. 

9 “Indeed the axe is already laid 
at the root of the trees; so every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds were ques- 
tioning him, saying, “"Then what 
shall we do?” Lk 3:12, 14; Ac 2:37, 38 

11 And he would answer and say 
to them, “The man who has two tunics 
is to §share with him who has none; 
and he who has food is to do like- 
wise.” Is 58:7; 1 Ti 6:17, 18; Jam 2:14-20 

12 And some tax collectors also 
came to be baptized, and they said to 
him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 

13 And he said to them, “?Collect 
no more than what you have been or- 
dered to.” Or Exact 

14 Some soldiers were question- 
ing him, saying, “And what about us, 
what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Do not take money from any- 
one by force, or Raccuse anyone 
falsely, and ®be content with your 
wages.” Ex 20:16; 23:1 ¢ Ph 4:11 

15 Now while the people were ina 
state of expectation and all were 
Twondering in their hearts about 
John, 8as to whether he was the 
Christ, Or reasoning or debating ¢ Jo 1:19f 

16 John answered and said to 
them all, “As for me, I baptize you 
with water; but One is coming who is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to 
untie the thong of His sandals; He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. Lk 3:16, 17: Ma 3:11, 12; Mk 1:7, 8 

17 “His }winnowing fork is in His 
hand to thoroughly clear His thresh- 
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ing floor, and to gather the wheat into 
His barn; but He will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.” 1s 30:24 

18 So with many other exhorta- 
tions he preached the gospel to the 
people. 

19 But when 8Herod the tetrarch 
was reprimanded by him because of 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and be- 
cause of all the wicked things which 
Herod had done, Ma 14:3; Mk 6:17 

20 Herod also added this to them 
all: he locked John up in prison. Jo 3:24 


Jesus Is Baptized 

21 RNow when all the people were 
baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and 
while He was praying, heaven was 
opened, Lk 3:21, 22: Ma 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-11 

22 and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Him in bodily form like a dove, 
and a voice came out of heaven, “You 
are My beloved Son, in You I am well- 
pleased.” 


Genealogy of Jesus 

23 When He began His ministry, 
Jesus Himself was about thirty years 
of age, being, as was supposed, the 
son of Joseph, the son of Eli, 

24 the son of Matthat, the son of 
Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jan- 
nai, the son of Joseph, 

25 the son of Mattathias, the son 
of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of 
THesli, the son of Naggai, Also spelled Esli 

26 the son of Maath, the son of 
Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son 
of Josech, the son of Joda, 

27 the son of Joanan, the son of 
Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son 
of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 

28 the son of Melchi, the son of 
Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of El- 
madam, the son of Er, 

29 the son of TJoshua, the son of 
Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of 
Matthat, the son of Levi, Gr Jesus 

30 the son of Simeon, the son of 
TJudah, the son of Joseph, the son of 
Jonam, the son of Eliakim, Gr Judas 

31 the son of Melea, the son of 
Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son 
of Nathan, the son of David, 

32 the son of Jesse, the son of 
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of 
TSalmon, the son of Nahshon, Gr Sala 
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33 the son of Amminadab, the son 
of Admin, the son of 'Ram, the son of 
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of 
Judah, Gr Arni 

34 the son of Jacob, the son of 
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of 
Terah, the son of Nahor, 

35 the son of Serug, the son of 
TReu, the son of Peleg, the son of "He- 
ber, the son of Shelah, Gr Ragau e Gr Eber 

36 the son of Cainan, the son of 
Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son 
of Noah, the son of Lamech, 

37 the son of Methuselah, the son 
of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of 
Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 

38 the son of Enosh, the son of 
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 


The Temptation of Jesus 
RJesus, full of the Holy Spirit, ®re- 
turned from the Jordan and was 
led around by the Spirit in the wilder- 
ness Lk 4:1-13: Ma 4:1-11; Mk 1:12, 13 ¢ Lk 3:3 

2 for forty days, being tempted 
by the devil. And He ate nothing dur- 
ing those days, and when they had 
ended, He became hungry. 

3 And the devil said to Him, “If 
You are the Son of God, tell this stone 
to become bread.” 

4 And Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, ‘SMAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON 
BREAD ALONE.’” De 8:3 

5 RAnd he led Him up and 
Sia: Him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. Ma 4:8-10 

6 And the devil said to Him, “I 
will give You all this domain and its 
glory; for it has been handed over to 
me, a I give it to whomever I wish. 

7 “Therefore if You worship be- 
fore me, it shall all be Yours.” 

8 Jesus answered him, “It is writ- 
ten, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD 
YOUR GOD AND SERVE HIM oNLy.’” 

9 RAnd he led Him to Jerusalem 
and had Him stand on the pinnacle of 
the temple, and said to Him, “If You 
are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down from here; Ma 4:5-7 

10 for it is written, 
‘RHE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS 
CONCERNING YOU TO GUARD 
OU, Ps 91:11 
11 and, 
‘RON their HANDS THEY WILL 
BEAR YOU UP, 
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So THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE 
YOUR FOOT AGAINST A 
STONE.” Ps 91:12 
12 And Jesus answered and said 
to him, “It is said, ‘You SHALL NOT PUT 
THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.” 
_ 13 When the devil had finished 
every temptation, he left Him until an 
opportune time. 


Jesus’ Public Ministry 

_ 14 And ®Jesus returned to Galilee 

in the power of the Spirit, and news 

about Him spread through all the sur- 

rounding district. Ma 4:12 « Ma 9:26; Lk 4:37 
And He began ®teaching in 


| ia. synagogues and was praised by 


Ma 4:23 
16 And He came to RNazareth, 


_where He had been brought up; and 


as was His custom, ®He entered the 


synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood 


up to read. Lk 2:39, 51 ¢ Ma 13:54; Mk 6:1f 

17 And the "book of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to Him. And He 
opened the "book and found the place 
where it was written, Or scroll ¢ Or scroll 

18 lee SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON 

E, 

BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE 
POOR. 

HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM 
RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 

AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE 
BLIND, 

TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE 
OPPRESSED, 

19 To PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE 

YEAR OF THE LORD.” 

20 And He &closed the book, gave 
it back to the attendant and sat 
down; and the eyes of all in the syna- 
gogue were fixed on Him. Lk 4:17 

21 And He began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been ful- 
filled in your Thearing.” Lit ears 

22 And all were speaking well of 
Him, and wondering at the gracious 
words which were falling from His 
lips; and they were saying, “Is this 
not Joseph’s son?” = Ma 13:55; Mk 6:3; Jo 6:42 

23 And He said to them, “No 
doubt you will quote this proverb to 
Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! What- 
ever we heard was done at Caper- 
naum, do here in your hometown as 
well.’ » Ma 4:13; Mk 1:21 ff; 2:1ff; Lk 4:35ff; Jo 4:46ff 
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24 And He said, “Truly I say to 
you, ®no prophet is welcome in his 
hometown. Ma 13:57; Mk 6:4; Jo 4:44 

25 “But I say to you in truth, there 
were many widows in Israel ®in the 
days of Elijah, when the sky was shut 
up for three years and six months, 
when a great famine came over all the 
land; 1 Ki 17:1; 18:1; Jam 5:17 

26 and yet Elijah was sent to none 
of them, but only to 7Zarephath, in 
the land of ®Sidon, to a woman who 
was a widow. 1 Ki 17:9 © Gr Sarepta ¢ Ma 11:21 

27 “And there were many lepers in 
Israel in the time of Elisha the 
prophet; and none of them was 
eae but Sonly Naaman the Syr- 

2 Ki 5:1-14 

98 And all the people in the syna- 
gogue were filled with rage as they 
heard these things; 

29 and they got up and drove 
Him out of the city, and led Him to the 
brow of the hill on which their city 
had been built, in order to throw Him 
down the cliff. Nu 15:35; Ac 7:58; He 13:12 

30 But passing through their 
midst, He went His way. Jo 10:39 

31 And He came down to Caper- 
naum, a city of Galilee, and He was 
teaching them on the Sabbath; 

32 and they were amazed at His 
teaching, for His ‘message was with 
ae Ma 7:28 © Lk 4:36: Jo 7:46 « Lit word 

4.33 In the synagogue there was a 

man ‘possessed by the spirit of an 
unclean demon, and he cried out with 
a loud voice, Lit having a spirit 

34 “Let us alone! }What business 
do we have with each other, Jesus of 
RNazareth? Have You come to destroy 
us? I know who You are—®the Holy 
One of God!” Ma 8:29 * Mk 1:24 ® Mk 1:24 

35 But Jesus ®rebuked him, say- 
ing, “Be quiet and come out of him!” 
And when the demon had thrown him 
down in the midst of the people, he 
came out of him without doing him 
any harm. Ma 8:26; Mk 4:39; Lk 4:39, 41; 8:24 

36 And amazement came upon 
them all, and they began talking with 
one another saying, “What is this 
message? For ®with authority and 
power He commands the unclean 
spirits and they come out.” Lk 4:32 

37 And &the report about Him was 


$4:33-35 
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spreading into every locality in the 
surrounding district. Lk 4:14 


Many Are Healed 

24,38 Then He got up and left the 
Sag Nana and entered Simon’s 
home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law 
was ®suffering from a high fever, and 
they asked Him to help her. Ma 4:24 

39 And standing over her, He ®re- 
buked the fever, and it left her; and 
she immediately got up and ‘waited 
on them. Lk 4:35, 41 © Or served 

40 While the sun was setting, all 
those who had any who were sick 
with various diseases brought them to 
Him; and laying His hands on each 
one of them, He was healing them. 

41 Demons also were coming out 
of many, shouting, “You are ®8the Son 
of God!” But ®rebuking them, He 
would 8not allow them to speak, be- 
cause they knew Him to be the 
Christ. Ma 4:3 ¢ Lk 4:35 ¢ Ma 8:16; Mk 1:34 

42 When day came, Jesus left and 
went to a secluded place; and the 
crowds were searching for Him, and 
came to Him and tried to keep Him 
from going away from them. 

43 But He said to them, “I must 
preach the kingdom of God to the 
other cities also, 8for I was sent for 
this purpose.” Mk 1:38 

44 So He kept on preaching in the 
synagogues Rof Judea. Ma 4:23 


The First Disciples 

gs LS velit it happened that while 
the crowd was pressing around 

Him and listening to the word of God, 

He was standing by the lake of Gen- 

nesaret; Ma 4:18-22; Mk 1:16-20; Lk 5:1-11; Jo 1:40-42 

2 and He saw two boats lying at 
the edge of the lake; but the fishermen 
had gotten out of them and were 
washing their nets. 

3 And He got into one of the 
boats, which was Simon’s, and asked 
him to put out a little way from the 
land. And He sat down and began 
teaching the people from the boat. 

_ 4 When He had finished speak- 
ing, He said to Simon, “Put out into 
the deep water and let down your 
nets for a catch.” Jo 21:6 

5 Simon answered and _ said, 

“Master, }we worked hard all night 
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and caught nothing, but I will do as 
You say and let down the nets.” Jo 21:3 

6 When they had done this, *they 
enclosed a great quantity of fish, and 
their nets began to break; _ | Jo21:6 

7 so they signaled to their part- 
ners in the other boat for them to 
come and help them. And they came 
and filled both of the boats, so that 
they began to sink. 

8 But when Simon Peter saw 
that, he fell down at Jesus’ "feet, say- 
ing, “Go away from me Lord, for Iam 
a sinful man!” Lit knees 

9 For amazement had seized him 
and all his companions because of the 
catch of fish which they had taken; 

10 and so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. And Jesus said 
to Simon, “8Do not fear, from now on 
you will be catching men.” Ma 14:27 

11 When they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and 
followed Him. 


The Leper and the Paralytic 

»¢ ,12 While He was in one of the 
YY cities, behold, there was a man 
covered with leprosy; and when he 
saw Jesus, he fell on his face and im- 
plored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.” 

13. And He stretched out His hand 
and touched him, saying, “I am will- 
ing; be cleansed.” And immediately 
the leprosy left him. 

14 And He ordered him to tell no 
one, “But go and ®show yourself to the 
priest and make an offering for your 
cleansing, just as Moses commanded, 
as atestimony tothem.” Le 13:49: 14-2¢f 

15 But the news about Him was 
spreading even farther, and large 
crowds were gathering to hear 
Him and to be healed of their sick- 
nesses. Ma 9:26 

_16 But Jesus Himself would often 
slip away ‘to the wilderness and 
Rpray. Lit in * Ma 14:23; Mk 1:35: Lk 6:12 
gs 17 One day He was teaching; and 

Rthere were some Pharisees and 
teachers of the law sitting there, who 
had come from every village of 
Galilee and Judea and from Jeru- 


#4:38-39 4:44 Le. the country of the Jews 
(including Galilee) “#5:1-11  #5:12-14 45-17-26 
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salem; and ®the power of the Lord 
was present for Him to perform heal- 
ing. Ma 15:1 © Lk 2:46 ¢ Mk 5:30; Lk 6:19; 8:46 
18 And some men were carrying 
on a bed a man who was paralyzed; 
and they were trying to bring him in 
and to set him down in front of Him. 
A9 But not finding any way to 
bring him in because of the crowd, 
they went up on &the roof and let him 
down &through the tiles with his 
stretcher, into the middle of the 
crowd, in front of Jesus. Ma 24:17 Mk 2:4 
20 Seeing their faith, He said, 
“Friend, your sins are forgiven you.” 
21 The scribes and the Pharisees 
Rbegan to reason, saying, ““Who is 


_ this man who speaks blasphemies? 


alone?” 


RWho can forgive sins, but God 
Lk 3:8 ¢ Lk 7:49 ¢ Is 43:25 

22 But Jesus, ‘aware of their rea- 
sonings, answered and said to them, 
“Why are you reasoning in your 
hearts? Or perceiving 

23 “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your 
sins have been forgiven you, or to Say, 
‘Get up and walk’? 

24 “But, so that you may know 


_ that the Son of Man has authority on 


earth to forgive sins,”—He said to the 
paralytic—“I say to you, get up, and 
pick up your stretcher and go home.” 

25 Immediately he got up before 
them, and picked up what he had 
been lying on, and went home &glori- 
fying God. Ma 9:8 

26 They were all struck with as- 
tonishment and began glorifying 
God; and they were filled ®with fear, 
saying, “We have seen remarkable 
things today.” Ma 9:8 © Lk 1:65; 7:16 


Call of Levi (Matthew) 
27 After that He went out and 
noticed a tax collector named 
RLevi sitting in the tax booth, and He 
said to him, “Follow Me.” Ma 9:9 
28 And he left everything behind, 
and got up and began to follow Him. 
29 And &Levi gave a big reception 
for Him in his house; and there was a 
great crowd of Rtax collectors and 
other people who were reclining at 
the table with them. Ma 9:9 ¢ Lk 15:1 
30 8The Pharisees and _ their 
scribes began grumbling at His disci- 
ples, saying, “Why do you eat and 
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drink with the tax collectors and ‘sin- 
ners?” Mk 2:16: Lk 15:2; Ac 23:9 « Le. irreligious Jews 

31 And Jesus answered and said 
to them, “®t is not those who are well 
who need a physician, but those who 
are sick. Ma 9:12, 13; Mk 2:17 

32 “I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repen- 
tance.” 

33 And they said to Him, “8The 
disciples of John often fast and offer 
prayers, the disciples of the Pharisees 
also do 'the same, but Yours eat and 
drink.” Ma 9:14; Mk 2:18 © Or likewise 

34 And Jesus said to them, “You 
cannot make the attendants of the 
bridegroom fast while the bridegroom 
is with them, can you? 

35 “kBut the days will come; and 
when the bridegroom is taken away 
from them, then they will fast in those 
days.” Ma 9:15; Mk 2:20; Lk 17:22 

36 And He was also telling them a 
parable: “No one tears a piece of cloth 
from a new garment and puts it on an 
old garment; otherwise he will both 
tear the new, and the piece from the 
new will not match the old. 

37 “And no one puts new wine 
into old wineskins; otherwise the new 
wine will burst the skins and it will be 
spilled out, and the skins will be ru- 
ined. 

38 “But new wine must be put into 
fresh wineskins. 

39 “And no one, after drinking old 
wine wishes for new; for he says, “The 
old is good enough.’” 


Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 
RNow it happened that He was 
passing through some grainfields 

on a Sabbath; and His disciples }were 

picking the heads of grain, rubbing 
them in their hands, and eating the 

grain. Lk 6:1-5: Ma 12:1-8; Mk 2:23-28 © De 23:25 

2 But some of the Pharisees said, 
“Why do you do what Ris not lawful 
on the Sabbath?” Ma 12:2 

3 And Jesus answering them 
said, “Have you not even read what 

David did when he was hungry, he 

and those who were with him, 1sa21:6 

4 how he entered the house of 
God, and took and ate the ‘conse- 


3* 5:27-28 3% 5:32 6:4 Or showbread; lit 
loaves of presentation 
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crated bread which Ris not lawful for 
any to eat except the priests alone, 
and gave it to his companions?” Le 24:9 

5 And He was saying to them, 
“The Son of Man is Lord of the Sab- 
bath. 

6 On another Sabbath He en- 
“fs tered the synagogue and was 
teaching; and there was a man there 
whose right hand was withered. 

7 The scribes and the Pharisees 
were watching Him closely to see if 
He healed on the Sabbath, so that 
they might find reason to accuse Him. 

8 But He knew ‘what they were 
thinking, and He said to the man with 
the withered hand, “Get up and come 
forward!” And he got up and ?came 
forward. Ma 9:4 « Lit their thoughts ¢ Lit stood 

9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask 
you, is it lawful to do good or to do 
harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or 
to destroy it?” 

10 After 3looking around at them 
all, He said to him, “Stretch out your 
hand!” And he did so; and his hand 
was restored. Mk 3:5 

11 But they themselves were filled 
with ‘rage, and discussed together 
what they might do to Jesus. Lit folly 


Choosing the Twelve 
w* 12 It was at this time that He 
went off to the mountain to 
Rpray, and He spent the whole night 
in prayer to God. Ma 14:23: Lk 5:16; 9:18, 28 
13. And when day came, He called 
His disciples to Him and chose twelve 
of them, whom He also named as 
Rapostles: Mk 6:30 
14 Simon, whom He also named 
Peter, and Andrew his brother; and 
TJames and John; and Philip and 
Bartholomew; Or Jacob, also vv 15 and 16 
15 and Matthew and Thomas; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon who was called the Zealot: 
16 Judas the son of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
17 Jesus Rcame down with them 
and stood on a level place; and there 
was a large crowd of His disciples, 
and a great throng of people from all 
Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal 
region of Tyre and Sidon, Lk 6:12 
18 who had come to hear Him and 
to be healed of their diseases; and 
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those who were troubled with un- 
clean spirits were being cured. 
19 And all the people were try- 
ing to ®touch Him, for power 
was coming from Him and healing 
them all. Lit crowd ¢ Ma 9:21; 14:36; Mk 3:10 © Lk 5:17 


The Beatitudes 

20 And turning His gaze toward 
His disciples, He began to say, 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for 
Ryours is the kingdom of God: = _Ma53 

21 “Blessed are Tyou who hunger 
now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you’ shall 
laugh. Lit the 

22 “RBlessed are you when men 
hate you, and ostracize you; and in- 
sult you, and scorn your name as evil, 
for the sake of the Son of Man. 1 Pe 4:14 

23 “Be glad in that day and leap 
for joy, for behold, your reward: is 
great in heaven. For in the same way 
their fathers used to ‘treat the 
prophets. Mal 4 © 2 Ch 36:16; Ac 7:52 ¢ Lit do to 

24 “But woe to 8you who are rich, 
for ®you are receiving your comfort in 
full: Lk 16:25; Jam 5:1 ¢ Ma 6:2 

25 “Woe to you who ‘are well-fed 
now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to 
you who laugh now, for you: shall 
mourn and weep. Lit having been filled 

26 “Woe to you when all men 
speak well of you, for their fathers 
used to "treat the false prophets in 
the same way. Lit do to * Ma 7:15 

27 “But I say to you who hear, 
Rlove your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, Ma 5:44: Lk 6:35 

28 bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you. 

29 “kWhoever hits you on the 
cheek, offer him the other also; and 
whoever takes away your Tcoat, do 
not withhold your shirt from him ei- 
ther. Lk 6:29, 30: Ma 5:39-42 « Ie. outer garment 

30 “Give to everyone who asks of 
you, and whoever takes away what is 
yours, do not demand it back. 

31 “Treat others the same way 
you want them to treat you. 

32 “RIf you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love 
them. Ma 5:46 

33 “If you do good to those who do 
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good to you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. 
34 “8If you lend to those from 
whom you expect to‘receive,: what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners in order to receive 
back the same amount. Ma 5:42 
+35. “But 8love your enemies, and 
“do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return; and your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of 
the Most High; for He Himself is kind 
to ungrateful and evil men. Lk 6:27 
36 “Be merciful, just as your Fa- 
ther is merciful. Or Become 
37 “Do not judge, and you will not 
_ be judged; and do not condemn, and 
-. you will not be condemned; pardon, 
and you will be pardoned. 
f 38 “Give, and it will be given to 
you. They will pour into your lap a 
- good measure—pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over. For by 
your standard of measure it will be 
measured to you in return.” 

39 And He also spoke a parable to 
them: “8A blind man cannot guide a 
blind man, can he? Will they not both 
fall into a pit? Ma 15:14 

40 “RA Tpupil is not above his 
teacher; but everyone, after he 
has been fully trained, will be like his 
teacher. Ma 10:24; Jo 13:16; 15:20. Or disciple 

41 “Why do you look at the speck 
that is in your brother’s eye, but do not 
notice the log that is in your own eye? 

42 “Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the 
speck that is in your eye, when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in 
your own eye? You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to take out 
the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 

43 “RFor there is no good tree 
which produces bad fruit, nor, on 
the other hand, a bad tree which pro- 
duces good fruit. Lk 6:43, 44: Ma 7:16, 18, 20 

44 “®For each tree is known by its 
own fruit. For men do not gather figs 
from thorns, nor do they pick grapes 
from a briar bush. Ma 7:16; 12:33 

45 “RThe good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth 
what is good; and the evil man out of 
the evil treasure brings forth what is 
evil; for his mouth speaks from that 
which fills his heart: Ma 12:35 
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Builders and Foundations 

46 “Why do you call Me; ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 

47 “Everyone who: comes to Me 
and hears My words and acts on 
them, I will show you whom he is like: 

48 he is like a man building a 
house; who dug deep and laid a foun- 
dation on the rock; and when a flood 
occurred, the ‘torrent: burst against 
that house and could not shake it, be- 
cause it had been well built.) © Lit river 

49 “But the one who has heard 
and has not acted accordingly, is like 
a man who built a house on the 
ground without any foundation; and 
the 'torrent burst against it and im- 
mediately it collapsed; and the ruin of 
that house was great.” Lit river 


Jesus Heals a Centurion’s 
Servant 
' When He had completed all His 

a] discourse in the hearing of the 
people, He went to Capernaum. | 

2 And a centurion’s slave, ‘who 
was highly regarded by him, was sick 
and about to die. Lit to whom he was honorable 

3 When he heard about Jesus, 
Rhe sent some ‘Jewish elders asking 
Him to come and save the life of his 
slave. Ma 8:5 ¢ Lit elders of the Jews 

4 When they came to Jesus, they 
earnestly implored Him, saying, “He 
is worthy for You to grant this to him; 

5 for he loves our nation and it 
was he who built us our synagogue.” 

6 Now Jesus started on His way 
with them; and when He was not far 
from the house, the centurion sent 
friends, saying to Him, “Lord, do not 
trouble Yourself further, for I am not 
worthy for You to come under my 
roof; Or Sir 

7 for this reason I did not even 
consider myself worthy to come to 
You, but just 'say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. Lit say with a word 

8 “For I also am a man placed 
under authority, with soldiers under 
me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he 
goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he 
comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and 
he does it.” 

9 Now when Jesus heard this, He 
marveled at him, and turned and said 
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to the crowd that was following Him, 
“IT say to you, ®not even in Israel have 
I found such great faith.” Mas:10: Lk’7:50 

10 When those who had been sent 
returned to the house, they found the 
slave in good health. 

»%, 11 Soon afterwards He went to a 
ys city called Nain; and His disciples 
were going along with Him, 'accom- 
panied by a large crowd. Lit and 

12 Now as He approached the 
gate of the city, 'a dead man was 
being carried out, the Tonly son of his 
mother, and she was a widow; and a 
sizeable crowd from the city was with 
her. Lit one who had died e Or only begotten 

13. When the Lord saw her, He felt 
compassion for her, and said to her, 
“TDo not weep.” Or Stop weeping 

14 And He came up and touched 
the coffin; and the bearers came to a 
halt. And He said, “Young man, I say 
to you, arise!” 

15 The 'dead man sat up and 
began to speak. And Jesus gave him 
back to his mother. Or corpse 

16 Fear gripped them all, and they 
began glorifying God, saying, “A great 
prophet has arisen among us!” and, 
“God has visited His people!” 

17 ®8This report concerning Him 
went out all over Judea and in all the 
surrounding district. Ma 9:26 


A Deputation from John 

18 The disciples of John reported 
to him about all these things. 

19 Summoning two of his disci- 
ples, John sent them to the Lord, say- 
ing, “Are You the Expected One, or do 
we look for someone else?” 

20 When the men came to Him, 
they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to You, to ask, ‘Are You the "Ex- 
pected One, or do we look for some- 
one else?’” Lit Coming One 

21 At that very time He ®cured 
many people of diseases and afflic- 
tions and evil spirits; and He gave 
sight to many who were blind. Ma 4:23 

22 And He answered and said to 
them, “Go and report to John what 
you have seen and heard: the ®BLinp 
RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lep- 
ers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, the PooR HAVE 
THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. © Is 35:5 
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23 “Blessed is he ‘who does not 
take offense at Me.” Lit whoever 

24 When the messengers of John 
had left, He began to speak to the 
crowds about John, “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 

25 “'But what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft ‘clothing? 
Those who are splendidly clothed and 
live in luxury are found in royal 
palaces! Or Well then, what ¢ Or garments 

26 “But what did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and 
one who is more than a prophet. 

27 “This is the one about whom it 
is written, 

‘BEHOLD, I SEND My MESSENGER 
TAHEAD OF YOU, 

WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY 
BEFORE YOU.’ Lit before Your face 

28 “I say to you, among those born 
of women there is no one greater than 
John; yet he who is "least in the king- 
dom of God is greater than he.” or tess 

29 When all the people and the 
tax collectors heard this, they ac- 
knowledged ®God’s justice, Shaving 
been baptized with "the baptism of 
John. Lk 7:35 ¢ Ma 21:32; Lk 3:12 ¢ Ac 18:25; 19:3 

30 But the Pharisees and the 
FRlawyers rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves, not having been baptized 
by John. Ma 22:35 

31 “To what then shall I compare 
the men of this generation, and what 
are they like? 

32 “They are like children who sit 
in the market place and call to one an- 
other, and they say, ‘We played the 
flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we Sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 

33 “For John the Baptist has come 
eating no bread and drinking no 
wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon!’ 
_ 34 “The Son of Man has come eat- 
ing and drinking, and you say, ‘Be- 
hold, a gluttonous man and a 
‘drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and Tsinners! ’Or wine-drinker ® Le. irreligious Jews 

35 “Yet wisdom Ris vindicated by 
all her children.” Lk 7:29 

36 Now one of the Pharisees was 
requesting Him to ™dine with him, and 
He entered the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at the table. Lit eat 
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__.37 And there was a woman in the 
city who was a sinner; and when 
she learned that He was reclining at 
the table in the Pharisee’s house, she 
brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 

_38 and standing behind Him at 
His feet, weeping, she began to wet 
His feet with her tears, and kept wip- 
ing them with the hair of her head, 
and kissing His feet and anointing 
them with the perfume. 

39 Now when the Pharisee who 
had invited Him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were 8a prophet 
He would know who and what sort of 
person this woman is who is touching 
Him, that she is a sinner.” Lk 7:16: Jo 4:19 


Parable of Two Debtors 
40 And Jesus answered him, 


' “Simon, I have something to say to 


you.” And he replied, “Say it, 
Teacher.” Lit says 
41 “A moneylender had two 


debtors: one owed five hundred 
Fdenarii, and the other fifty. 
42 “When they 8were unable to 


_repay, he graciously forgave them 


both. So which of them will love him 
more?” Ma 18:25 

43 Simon answered and said, “I 
suppose the one whom he forgave 
more.” And He said to him, “You have 
judged correctly.” 

44 Turning toward the woman, He 
said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you 
gave Me no water for My feet, but she 
has wet My feet with her tears and 
wiped them with her hair. 

45 “You &gave Meno kiss; but she, 
since the time I came in, has not 
ceased to kiss My feet. 2 Sa 15:5 

46 “RYou did not anoint My head 
with oil, but she anointed My feet 
with perfume. 2 Sa 12:20; Ps 23:5; Ec 9:8; Da 10:3 

47 “For this reason I say to you, 
her sins; which are many, have been 
forgiven, for she loved much; but he 
who is forgiven little, loves little.” 

48 Then He said to her, “Your sins 
have been forgiven.” As 

49 Those who were reclining at 
the table with Him began to say ‘to 
themselves, “8Who is this man who 
even forgives sins?” Or among ¢ Lk 5:21 

50 And He said to the woman, 
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“RYour faith has saved you; ®go in 
Deace.” = Ma 9:22; Lk 17:19; 18:42 « Mk 5:34; Lk 8:48 


Ministering Women 
Soon afterwards, He began going 
around from one city and village to 
another, 8proclaiming and preaching 
the kingdom of God. The twelve were 
with Him, Ma 4:23 
2 and also some women who had 
been healed of evil spirits and sick- 
nesses: }Mary who was called Mag- 
dalene, from whom seven demons 
had gone out, Ma 27:56; Mk 16:9 
3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza, 
RHerod’s 8steward, and Susanna, and 
many others who were contributing 
to their support out of their private 
means. Ma 14:1 ¢ Ma 20:8 


Parable of the Sower 

4 When a large crowd was com- 
ing together, and those from the vari- 
ous cities were journeying to Him, He 
spoke by way of a parable: 

5 “The sower went out to sow his 
seed; and as he sowed, some fell be- 
side the road, and it was trampled 
under foot and the birds of the ‘air ate 
it up. Lit heaven 

6 “Other seed fell on rocky soil, 
and as soon as it grew up, it withered 
away, because it had no moisture. 

7 “Other seed fell among the 
thorns; and the thorns grew up with it 
and choked it out. 

8 “Other seed fell into the good 
soil, and grew up, and produced a 
crop a hundred times as great.” As He 
said these things, He would call out, 
“He who has ears to hear, "let him 

a! Or hear! Or listen! 

9 RHis disciples began question- 
ing Him as to what this parable 
meant. Lk 8:9-15: Ma 13:10-23; Mk 4:10-20 

10 And He said, “®To you it has 
been granted to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God, but to the rest 
it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY 
MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY 
NOT UNDERSTAND. Ma 13:11 

11. “Now the parable is this: ®the 
seed is the word of God. 1 Pe 1:23 

12 “Those beside the road are 
those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from 
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their heart, so that they will not be- 
lieve and be saved. 

13 “Those on the rocky soil are 
those who, when they hear, receive 
the word with joy; and these have no 
firm root; they believe for a while, and 
in time of temptation fall away. 

14 “The seed which fell among the 
thorns, these are the ones who have 
heard, and as they go on their way 
they are choked with worries and 
riches and pleasures of this life, and 
bring no fruit to maturity. 

15 “But the seed in the good soil, 
these are the ones who have heard the 
word in an honest and good heart, 
and hold it fast, and bear fruit with 
Tperseverance. Or steadfastness 
Parable of the Lamp 

16 “Now no one after lighting a 
lamp covers it over with a container, 
or puts it under a bed; but he puts it 
on a lampstand, so that those who 
come in may see the light. 

17 “8For nothing is hidden that 
will not become evident, nor anything 
secret that will not be known and 
come to light. Ma 10:26; Mk 4:22: Lk 12:2 

18 “So take care how you listen; 
for whoever has, to him more shall be 
given; and whoever does not have, 
even what he ‘thinks he has shall be 
taken away from him.” © orseems to have 

19 And His mother and brothers 
came to Him, and they were unable to 
get to Him because of the crowd. 

20 And it was reported to Him, 
“Your mother and Your brothers are 
standing outside, wishing to see You.” 

21 But He answered and said to 
them, “My mother and My brothers 
are these 8who hear the word of God 
and do it.” Lk 11:28 


Jesus Stills the Sea 
2,22 Now on one of those days 
Jesus and His disciples got into a 
boat, and He said to them, “Let us go 
over to the other side of ®the lake.” So 
they launched out. Lk 5:1f; 8:23 
23 But as they were sailing along 
He fell asleep; and a fierce gale of 
wind descended on &the lake, and 
they began to be swamped and to be 
in danger. Lk 5:1f; 8:22 
_24 They came to Jesus and woke 
Him up, saying, “®Master, Master, we 
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are perishing!” And He got up and 
Rrebuked the wind and the surging 
waves, and they stopped, and ‘it be- 
came calm. 1Lk5:5¢ Lk 4:39 « Lita calm occurred 

25 And He said to them, “Where is 
your faith?” They were fearful and 
amazed, saying to one another, “Who 
then is this, that He commands even 
the winds and the water, and they 
obey Him?” 


The Demoniac Cured 

»%,26 ®Then they sailed to the coun- 
“ys try of the Gerasenes, which is op- 
posite Galilee. Lk 8:26-37: Ma 8:28-34; Mk 5:1-17 

27 And when He came out onto 
the land, He was met by a man from 
the city who was possessed with 
demons; and who had not put on any 
clothing for a long time, and was not 
living in a house, but in the tombs. 

28 Seeing Jesus, he cried out and 
fell before Him, and said in a loud 
voice, “RWhat business do we have 
with each other, Jesus, Son of ®the 
Most High God? I beg You, do not tor- 
ment me.” Ma 8:29 ¢ Mk 5:7 

29 For He had commanded the un- 
clean spirit to come out of the man. 
For it had seized him many times; and 
he was bound with chains and shack- 
les and kept under guard, and yet he 
would break his bonds and be driven 
by the demon into the desert. 

30 And Jesus asked him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, “Legion”; 
for many demons had entered him. 

31 They were imploring Him not 
to command them to go away into 
Rthe abySs. — Ro 10:7; Re 9:1f, 11; 11:7: 17:8: 20:1,3 

32 Now there was a herd of many 
swine feeding there on the mountain; 
and the demons implored Him to per- 
mit them to enter ™the swine. And He 
gave them permission. Lit them 

33 And the demons came out of 
the man and entered the swine; and 
the herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake and was drowned. 

34 When the herdsmen saw what 
had happened, they ran away and re- 
ported it in the city and out in the 
country. 

35 The people went out to see 
what had happened; and they came to 
Jesus, and found the man from whom 
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the demons had gone out, sitting 
down ®at the feet of Jesus, clothed and 
in his right mind; and they became 
frightened: Lk 10:39 
~ 36 Those who had seen it reported 
to them how the man who was demon- 
possessed had been made well. 

» 37 And all the people of the coun- 
try of the Gerasenes and the sur- 
rounding district asked Him to leave 
them, for they were gripped with 
great fear; and He got into a boat and 
returned. 

38 But the man from whom the 
demons had gone out was begging 
Him that he might Taccompany Him; 
but He sent him away, saying, Lit be with 

39 “Return to your house and de- 
scribe what great things God has done 
for you.” So he went away, proclaim- 
ing throughout the whole city what 


- great things Jesus had done for him. 


Miracles of Healing 
a ead And as Jesus returned, the 

Tpeople welcomed Him, for they 
had all been waiting for Him. Lit crowa 

41 RAnd there came a man named 
Jairus, and he was an official of the 
Synagogue; and he fell at Jesus’ feet, 
and began to implore Him to come to 
his house; Lk 8:41-56: Ma 9:18-26; Mk 5:22-43 

42 for he had an only daughter, 
about twelve years old, and she was 
dying. But as He went, the crowds 
were pressing against Him. 
rg 543 And a woman who had a hem- 
y orrhage for twelve years, and 
could not be healed by anyone, 

44 came up behind Him and 
touched the fringe of His ‘cloak, and 
immediately her hemorrhage 
stopped. Or outer garment 

45 And Jesus said, “Who is the 
one who touched Me?” And while 
they were all denying it, Peter said, 
“RMaster, the ‘people are crowding 
and pressing in on YOU.” Lk 5:5 « Lit crowds 

46 But Jesus said, “Someone did 
touch Me; for I was aware that power 
had gone out of Me.” Lk 5:17 

47 When the woman saw that she 
had not escaped notice, she came 
trembling and fell down before Him, 
and declared in the presence of all the 
people the reason why she _ had 
touched Him, and how she had been 
immediately healed. 
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48 And He said to her, “Daughter, 
Ryour faith has made you well; go in 
peace.” Ma 9:22 * Or saved you * Mk 5:34; Lk 7:50 

49 While He was still speaking, 
someone *came from the house of 
Rthe synagogue official, saying, “Your 
daughter has died; do not trouble the 
Teacher anymore.” Lk 8:41 

50 But when Jesus heard this, He 
answered him, “8Do not be afraid any 
longer; only believe; and she will be 
Tmade well.” Mk 5:36 ¢ Or saved 

51 When He came to the house, 
He did not allow anyone to enter with 
Him, except Peter and John and 
James, and the girl’s father and 
mother. 

52 Now they were all weeping and 
RJamenting for her; but He said, “Stop 
weeping, for she has not died, but Ris 
asleep.” Ma 11:17; Lk 23:27 ¢ Jo 11:13 

53 And they began laughing at 
Him, knowing that she had died. 

54 He, however, took her by the 
hand and called, saying, “Child, 
arise!” 

55 And her spirit returned, and 
she got up immediately; and He gave 
orders for something to be given her 
to eat. 

56 Her parents were amazed; but 
He instructed them to tell no one 
what had happened. Ma 8:4 


Ministry of the Twelve 

Q And He called the twelve together, 
and gave them power and author- 

ity over all the demons and to heal 

diseases. Ma 10:5; Mk 6:7 

2 And He sent them out to ®pro- 
claim the kingdom of God and to per- 
form healing. Ma 10:7 

3 And He said to them, “Take 
nothing for your journey, ®neither a 
staff, nor a bag, nor bread, nor money; 
and do not even have two tunics 
apiece. Ma 10:10; Mk 6:8; Lk 22:35f 
4 “Whatever house you enter, 
stay there until you leave that city. 

5 “And as for those who do not 
receive you, as you go out from that 
city, shake the dust off your feet as a 
testimony against them.” Lk 10:11; Ac 13:51 

6 Departing, they began going 
throughout the villages, preaching the 
gospel and healing everywhere. 
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7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard 
of all that was happening; and he was 
greatly perplexed, because it was said 
by some that John had risen from the 
dead, Lk 9:7-9: Ma 14:1, 2; Mk 6:14f 

8 and by some that Elijah had 
appeared, and by others that one of 
the prophets of old had risen again. 

9 Herod said, “I myself had John 
beheaded; but who is this man about 
whom I hear such things?” And ®he 
kept trying to see Him. Lk 23:8 
»%, 10 When the apostles returned, 
“ys they gave an account to Him of all 
that they had done. Taking them with 
Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city 
called ®Bethsaida. Mk 6:30 ¢ Ma 11:21 

11 But the crowds were aware of 
this and followed Him; and welcom- 
ing them, He began speaking to them 
about the kingdom of God and curing 
those who had need of healing. 


Five Thousand Fed 

12 Now the day ‘was ending, and 
the twelve came and said to Him, 
“Send the crowd away, that they may 
go into the surrounding villages and 
countryside and find lodging and get 
something to eat; for here we areina 
desolate place.” Lit began to decline 

13 But He said to them, “You give 
them something to eat!” And they 
said, “We have no more than five 
loaves and two fish, unless perhaps 
Sey go and buy food for all these peo- 
p ee? 

14 (For there were about five thou- 
sand men.) And He said to His disci- 
ples, “Have them sit down to eat Rin 
groups of about fifty each.” Mk 6:39 

15 They did so, and had them all 
Tgit down. Lit recline 

16 Then He took the five loaves 
and the two fish, and looking up to 
heaven, He blessed them, and broke 
them, and kept giving them to the dis- 
ciples to set before the ™people. Lit crowa 

17 And they all ate and were sat- 
isfied; and the broken pieces which 
they had left over were picked up, 
twelve baskets full. Ma 14:20 

18 ®And it happened that while He 
was praying alone, the disciples were 
with Him, and He questioned them, 
saying, “Who do the people say that | 
am?” Lk 9:18-20: Ma 16:13-16; Mk 8:27-29 

19 They answered and said, “John 
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the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but 
others, that one of the prophets of old 
has risen again.” 

20 And He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” And Peter an- 
swered and said, “8The ‘Christ of 
God.” Jo 6:68f * Ie. Messiah 

21 But He 8warned them and in- 
structed them not to tell this to any- 
one, Ma 8:4; 16:20; Mk 8:30 

22 saying, “The Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed and be raised up 
on the third day.” 

y* 23 And He was saying to them 

all, “If anyone wishes to come 
after Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily and follow Me. 

24 “For 8whoever wishes to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake, he is the one who 
will save it. Ma 10:39; Lk 17:33; Jo 12:25 

25 “For what is a man profited if 
he gains the whole world, and loses 
or forfeits himself? He 10:34 

26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me 
and My words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of him when He comes in 
His glory, and the glory of the Father 
and of the holy angels. 

27 “But I say to you truthfully, 
Rthere are some of those standing 
here who will not taste death until 
they see the kingdom of God.” Ma 16.28 


The Transfiguration 

28 Some eight days after these 
sayings, He took along Peter and John 
and James, and went up on the moun- 
tain ®to pray. Lk 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18 

29 And while He was &praying, 
the appearance of His face became 
different, and His clothing became 
white and gleaming. 1k 3:21: 5:16: 6:12: 9:18 

30 And behold, two men were 
talking with Him; and they were 
Moses and Elijah, 

31 who, appearing in ’glory, were 
speaking of His ®departure which He 
was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem. Or splendor ¢ 2 Pe 1:15 

32 Now Peter and his companions 
Rhad been overcome with sleep; but 
when they were fully awake, they saw 
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His glory and the two men standing 
with Him. Ma 26:43; Mk 14:40 

__33 And as these were leaving 
Him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make 
three tabernacles: one for You, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah’— 
not realizing what he was saying. 

34 While he was saying this, a 
cloud "formed and began to over- 
shadow them; and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud. Lit occurred 

35. Then 8a voice came out of the 
cloud, saying, “This is My Son, My 
Chosen One; listen to Him!” © 2 Pe 1:17¢ 

36 And when the voice Thad spo- 
ken, Jesus was found alone. And they 
kept silent, and reported to no one in 
those days any of the things which 
they had seen. Lit occurred ¢ Ma 17:9; Mk 9:9f 
rg 537 On the next day, when they 

came down from the mountain, a 
large crowd met Him. 

38 And a man from the crowd 
shouted, saying, “Teacher, I beg You 
" look at my son, for he is my only 

Oy, 

39 and a spirit seizes him, and he 
suddenly screams, and it throws him 
into a convulsion with foaming at the 
mouth; and only with difficulty does 
it leave him, mauling him as it leaves. 

40 “I begged Your disciples to cast 
it out, and they could not.” 

41 And Jesus answered and said, 
“You unbelieving and perverted gen- 
eration, how long shall I be with you 
ie put up with you? Bring your son 

ere,” 

42 While he was still approaching, 
the demon ‘slammed him to the 
ground and threw him into a convul- 
sion. But Jesus rebuked the unclean 
spirit, and healed the boy and gave 
him back to his father. Or tore him 

43 And they were all amazed at 
the ®greatness of God. 

But while everyone was marveling 
at all that He was doing, He said to 
His disciples, 2 Pe 1:16 

44 “Let these words sink into your 
ears; for the Son of Man is going to 
be delivered into the hands of men.” 

45 But &they did not understand 
this statement, and it was concealed 
from them so that they would not per- 
ceive it; and they were afraid to ask 
Him about this statement. Mk 9:32 
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The Test of Greatness 

46 ®An argument started among 
them as to which of them might be the 
greatest. Lk 9:46-48: Ma 18:1-5; Mk 9:33-37; Lk 22:24 

47 But Jesus, knowing what they 
were thinking in their heart, took a 
child and stood him by His side, 

48 and said to them, “Whoever re- 
ceives this child in My name receives 
Me, and whoever receives Me re- 
ceives Him who sent Me; ®for the one 
who is least among all of you, this is 
the one who is great.” Lk 22:26 

49 John answered and _ said, 
“Master, we saw someone casting out 
demons in Your name; and we tried to 
prevent him because he does not fol- 
low along with us.” _Lk 9:49, 50: Mk 9:38-40 

50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not 
hinder him; for he who is not against 
you is for you.” Ma 12:30; Lk 11:23 

51 When the days were approach- 
ing for RHis ascension, He was deter- 
mined to go to Jerusalem; Mk 16:19 

52 and He sent messengers on 
ahead of Him, and they went and en- 
tered a village of the Samaritans to 
Tmake arrangements for Him. or prepare 

53 But they did not receive Him, 
Rpecause He was traveling toward 
Jerusalem. Jo 4:9 

54 When His disciples James and 
John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You 
want us to Scommand fire to come 
down from heaven and consume 
them?” Mk 3:17 © 2 Ki 1:9-16 

55 But He turned and rebuked 
them, [and said, “You do not know 
what kind of spirit you are of; 

56 for the Son of Man did not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them.”] And they went on to an- 
other village. 


Exacting Discipleship | 

y* 57 As they were going along the 
road, someone said to Him, “I 

will follow You wherever You go.” 

58 And Jesus said to him, “The 
foxes have holes and the birds of the 
air have nests, but ®the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay His head.” Mas:20 

59 And He said to another, “Fol- 
low Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit 
me first to go and bury my father.” 

60 But He said to him, “Allow the 
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dead to bury their own dead; but as 
for you, go and ®proclaim everywhere 
the kingdom of God.” Ma 4:23 

61 Another also said, “I will follow 
You, Lord; but ®first permit me to say 
good-bye to those at home.” 1 ki 19:20 

62 But Jesus said to him, “&No 
one, after putting his hand to the plow 
and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God.” Ph 3:13 


The Seventy Sent Out 

19h after this ®the Lord ap- 
pointed seventy others, and sent 

them Rin pairs ahead of Him to every 

city and place where He Himself was 

going to come. Lk 7:13 © Mk 6:7 

2 And He was saying to them, 
“RThe harvest is plentiful, but the la- 
borers are few; therefore beseech the 
Lord of the harvest to send out labor- 
ers into His harvest. Ma 9:37, 38; Jo 4:35 

3 “Go; ®behold, I send you out as 
lambs in the midst of wolves. a 10:16 

4 “RCarry no money belt, no bag, 
no shoes; and greet no one on the 
Way. Ma 10:9-14; Mk 6:8-11; Lk 9:3-5: 10:4-12 

5 “Whatever house you enter, 
first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 

6 “If aman of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. 

7 “Stay in that house, eating and 
drinking what they give you; for the 
laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not 
keep moving from house to house. 

8 “Whatever city you enter and 
they receive you, eat what is set be- 
fore you; 1 Co 10:27 

9 and heal those in it who are 
sick, and say to them, ‘The kingdom 
of God has come near to you,’ 

10 “But whatever city you enter 
and they do not receive you, go out 
into its streets and say, 

11 ‘8Even the dust of your city 
which clings to our feet we wipe off in 
protest against you; yet be sure of 
this, that the kingdom of God has 
come near,’ Ma 10:14; Mk 6:11; Lk 9:5; Ac 13:51 

12 “I say to you, 8it will be more 
tolerable in that day for Sodom than 
for that City. Ge 19:24-28; Ma 10:15; 11:24 * Ma 10:15 

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles 
had been performed in Tyre and 
Sidon which occurred in you, they 
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would have repented long ago, sitting 
in sackcloth and ashes. Re 11:3 

14 “But it will be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment 
than for you. Ma 11:21 

15 “And you, Capernaum, will not 
be exalted to heaven, will you? You 
will be brought down to Hades! 

16 “8The one who listens to you 
listens to Me, and the one who re- 
jects you rejects Me; and he who re- 
jects Me rejects the One who sent 
Me.” Ma 10:40; Mk 9:37; Lk 9:48; Jo 13:20: Ga 4:14 


The Happy Results 1926 

»%,17 The seventy returned with joy, 
saying, “Lord, even ®the demons 

are subject to us in Your name.”mk« 16:17 

18 And He said to them, “I was 
watching ®Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning. Ma 4:10 

19 “Behold, I have given you au- 
thority to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy, and nothing will injure 
you. Ps 91:13; Mk 16:18 

20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in 
this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
but rejoice that your names are 
recorded in heaven.” 

21 At that very ‘time He rejoiced 
greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, “I 
praise You, O- Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that You have hidden these 
things from the wise and intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants. 
Yes, Father, for this way was well- 
pleasing in Your sight. Lit hour 

22 “RAIl things have been handed 
over to Me by My Father, and 8no one 
knows who the Son is except the Fa- 
ther, and who the Father is except the 
Son, and anyone to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him.” Jo 3:35 © Jo 10:15 

23 Turning to the disciples, He 
said privately, “Blessed are the eyes 
which see the things you see, 

24 for I say to you, that many 
prophets and kings wished to see the 
things which you see, and did not see 
them, and to hear the things which 
you hear, and did not hear them.” 

_25 And a lawyer stood up and put 
Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26 And He said to him, “What is 
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written in the Law? How does it read 
to you? ? Lit How do you read? 
27 And he answered, “8You SHALL 
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH 
ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.” De 6:5; Le 19:18 
28 And He said to him, “You have 
answered correctly; .bo THIS AND YOU 
WILL LIVE.” ; Le 18:5; Eze 20:11; Ma 19:17 
‘mn 29 But wishing to justify him- 
; self, he said to Jesus, “And who is 


my neighbor?” Lk 16:15 


The Good Samaritan 

30 Jesus replied and said, “A man 
was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among robbers, and 
they stripped him and beat him, and 
went away leaving him half dead. 

31 “And by chance a priest was 
going down on that road, and when 
ae saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. 
32 “Likewise a Levite also, when 
he came to the place and saw him, 


_ passed by on the other side. 


33. “But a Samaritan, who was on 
a journey, came upon him; and when 
he saw him, he felt compassion, 

34 and came to him and bandaged 
up his wounds, pouring oil and wine 
on them; and he put him on his own 
beast, and brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 

35 “On the next day he took out 
two Ffdenarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper and said, “Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, when I 
return J will repay you.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you 
think proved to be a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the robbers’ 
hands?” 

37 And he said, “The one who 
showed mercy toward him.” Then 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do "the 
same.” Or likewise 


Martha and Mary 
38 Now as they were traveling 
along, He entered a village; and a 
woman named Martha welcomed 
Him into her home. 
39 She had a sister called Mary, 
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who was ®seated at the Lord’s feet, lis- 
tening to His word. Lk 8:35; Ac 22:3 

40 But Martha was distracted with 
Tall her preparations; and she came 
up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not 
care that my sister has left me to do 
all the serving alone? Then tell her to 
help me.” Lit much service 

4] But the Lord answered and said 
to her, “8Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and bothered about so many 
things;Lk 10:38, 40; Jo 11:1, 5, 19ff, 30, 39; 12:2 © Ma 6:25 

42 but only one thing is neces- 
sary, for Mary has chosen the good 
part, which shall not be taken away 
from her.” Ps 27:4; Jo 6:27 


Instruction about Prayer 

l It happened that while "Jesus 
was praying in a certain place, 

after He had finished, one of His dis- 

ciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to 

pray just as John also taught his dis- 

ciples.” Lit He 

2 And He said to them, “When 
you pray, say: 

‘Father, hallowed be Your - 
name. 

Your kingdom come. 

3 ‘Give us Reach day our daily 

bread. Ac 17:11 

4 ‘And forgive us our sins, 

For we ourselves also forgive 
everyone who Bis indebted 
to us. 

And lead us not into 
temptation.” Lk 13:4 mg 

5 Then He said to them, “Sup- 
pose one of you has a friend, and goes 
to him at midnight and says to him, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 

6 for a friend of mine has come 
to me from a journey, and I have noth- 
ing to set before him’; 

7 and from inside he answers 
and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door 
has already been shut and my chil- 
dren ‘and J are in bed; I cannot get up 
and give you anything.’ Lit with me 

8 “I tell you, even though he will 
not get up and give him anything be- 
cause he is his friend, yet §because of 
his persistence he will get up and give 
him as much as he needs. Lk 18:1-5 


¥%* 10:29-37 10:35 The denarius was equivalent to 
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9 “So I say to you, 8ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. Lk 11:9-13: Ma 7:7-11 
10 “For everyone who asks, re- 
ceives; and he who seeks, finds; and 
to him who knocks, it will be opened. 
11 “Now suppose one of you fa- 
thers is asked by his son for a fish; he 
will not give him a snake instead of a 
fish, will he? 

12 “Or if he is asked for an egg, 
he-will not give him a scorpion, will 
he: 

13 “If you then, being evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask Him?” 


Pharisees’ Blasphemy 

r¢ 4 And He was casting out a 
y demon, and it was mute; when the 
demon had gone out, the mute man 
spoke; and the crowds were amazed. 

15 But some of them said, “He 
casts out demons ®by ®Beelzebul, the 
ruler of the demons.” Ma 9:34 © Ma 10:25 

16 Others, to test Him, were de- 
manding of Him a sign from heaven. 

17 But He knew their thoughts 
and said to them, “Any kingdom di- 
vided against itself is laid waste; and 
a house divided against itself falls. 

18 “If Satan also is divided 
against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? For you say that I cast out 
demons by ®Beelzebul. Ma 4:10 « Ma 10:25 

19 “And if I by Beelzebul cast out 
demons, by whom do your sons cast 
them out? So they will be your judges. 

20 “But if I cast out demons by the 
finger of God, then the kingdom of 
God has come upon you. Ex819*Ma32 

21 “When ‘a strong man, fully 
armed, guards his own house, his pos- 
sessions are undisturbed. Lit the 

22 “But when someone stronger 
than he attacks him and overpowers 
him, he takes away from him all his 
armor on which he had relied and dis- 
tributes his plunder. 

23 “kHe who is not with Me is 
against Me; and he who does not 
gather with Me, scatters. ma 12:30: Mk 9:40 

24 “When the unclean spirit goes 
out of ‘a man, it passes through wa- 
terless places seeking rest, and not 
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finding any, it says, ‘I will return to my 
house from which I came.’ Lit the 

25 “And when it comes, it finds it 
swept and put in order. 

26 “Then it goes and takes along 
seven other spirits more evil than it- 
self, and they go in and live there; and 
the last state of that man becomes 
worse than the first.” 3 
yw 27 While ‘Jesus was saying 

these things, one of the women 
in the crowd raised her voice and said 
to Him, “8Blessed is the womb that 
bore You and the breasts at which You 
nursed.” Lit He * Lk 23:29 

28 But He said, “On the contrary, 
blessed are those who hear the word 
of God and observe it.” Lk 8:21 


The Sign of Jonah 

29 As the crowds were increasing, 
He began to say, “This generation is a 
wicked generation; it ®seeks for a 
sign, and yet no sign will be given to 
it but the sign of Jonah. ma 12:38: Lk 11:16 

30 “For just as Jonah became a 
sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son 
of Man be to this generation. Jon 3:4 

31 “The Queen of the South will 
rise up with the men of this genera- 
tion at the judgment and condemn 
them, because she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon; and behold, something 
greater than Solomon is here. 

32 “The men of Nineveh will stand 
up with this generation at the judg- 
ment and condemn it, because ®they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; 
and behold, something greater than 
Jonah is here. Jon 3:5 

33 “RNo one, after lighting a 
lamp, puts it away in a cellar nor 
under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
so that those who enter may see the 
light. Ma 5:15; Mk 4:21; Lk 8:16 

34 “®The eye is the lamp of your 
body; when your eye is ‘clear, your 
whole body also is full of light; but 
when it is bad, your body also is full of 
darkness. 1k 11:34, 35: Ma 6:22, 23° Or healthy 
__ 35 “Then watch out that the light 
in you is not darkness. 

_ 36 “If therefore your whole body 
is full of light, with no dark part in it, 
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it will be wholly illumined, as when 
the lamp illumines you with its rays.” 


Woes upon the Pharisees 

__ 37 Now when He had spoken, a 
Pharisee “asked Him to have lunch 
with him; and He went in, and re- 
clined at the table. 

_ 38 When the Pharisee saw it, he 
was surprised that He had not first 
TReeremonially washed before the 
Tmeal. Lit baptized ¢ Ma 15:2; Mk 7:3f ¢ Or lunch 

39 But "the Lord said to him, 
“Now ®you Pharisees clean the out- 
side of the cup and of the platter; but 
inside of you, you are full of robbery 
and wickedness. Lk 7:13 © Ma 23:25f 
' 40 “You foolish ones, did not He 
_ who made the outside make the in- 
side also? Lk 12:20; 1 Co 15:36 

41 “But ®give that which is within 
as charity, and then all things are 
Rclean for yOu. Lk 12:33; 16:9 * Mk 7:19; Tit 1:15 
span 42 “®But woe to you Pharisees! 

For you &pay tithe of mint and 
rue and every kind of garden herb, 
and yet disregard justice and the love 
_ of God; but these are the things you 
should have done without neglecting 
the others. Ma 23:23 © Le 27:30; Lk 18:12 

43 “Woe to you Pharisees! For you 
love the chief seats in the synagogues 
and the respectful greetings in the 
market places. 

44 “Woe to you! For you are like 
Teoncealed tombs, and the people 
who walk over them are unaware of 
it. ? Ma 23:27 © Or indistinct, unseen 

45 One of the FRlawyers *said to 
Him in reply, “Teacher, when You say 
this, You insult us too.” Ma 22:35; Lk 11:46, 52 

46 But He said, “Woe to you 
Rlawyers as well! For you weigh men 
down with burdens hard to bear, 
Twhile you yourselves will not even 
touch the burdens with one of your 
fingers. Ma 22:35; Lk 11:45, 52 « Ma 23:4 « Lit and 

47 “Woe to you! For you build the 
tombs of the prophets, and it was 
your fathers who killed them. Ma 23.298 

48 “So you are witnesses and ap- 
prove the deeds of your fathers; be- 
cause it was they who killed them, 
and you build their tombs. ; 

49 “For this reason also ®the wis- 
dom of God said, ‘I will. send to them 
prophets and apostles, and some of 
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them they will kill and some they will 
persecute, 1 Co 1:24, 30; Col 2:3 © Ma 23:34-36 

50 so that the blood of all the 
prophets, shed since the foundation 
of the world, may be ‘charged against 
this generation, Ma 25:34 Or required of 

51 from the blood of Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah, who was killed 
between the altar and the house of 
God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged 
against this generation.’ 

52 “Woe to you 8lawyers! For you 
have taken away the key of knowl- 
edge; 8you yourselves did not enter, 
and you hindered those who were en- 
tering.” Ma 22:35; Lk 11:45, 46 © Ma 23:13 

53 When He left there, the scribes 
and the Pharisees began to be very 
hostile and to question Him closely on 
many subjects, 

54 plotting against Him to catch 
Him in something He might say. 


God Knows and Cares 
l Under these circumstances, 
after ‘so many thousands of 
people had gathered together that 
they were stepping on one another, 
He began saying to His disciples first 
of all, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. Lit myriads 

2 “But there is nothing covered 
up that will not be revealed, and hid- 
den that will not be known. 

3° “Accordingly, whatever: you 
have said in the dark will be heard in 
the light, and what you have whis- 
pered in the inner rooms will be pro- 
claimed upon the housetops. 

4 “I say to you, ®My friends, do 
not be afraid of those who kill the 
body and after that have no more that 
they can do. Jo 15:13-15 

5 “But I will warn you whom to 
fear: 8fear the One who, after He has 
killed, has authority to cast into ®hell; 
yes, I tell you, fear Him! He 10:31 « Ma 5:22 

6 “Are not ®five sparrows sold for 
two cents? Yet not one of them is for- 
gotten before God. Ma 10:29 

7 “Indeed, the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Do not fear; 
you are more valuable than many 
sparrows. Ma 10:30 
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8 “And I say to you, everyone 
who confesses Me before men, 
the Son of Man will confess him also 
before the angels of God; 

9 but §he who denies Me before 
men will be denied ®before the angels 
of God. Ma 10:33; Lk 9:26 © Lk 15:10 

10 “kAnd everyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man, it will 
be forgiven him; but he who blas- 
phemes against the Holy Spirit, it will 
not be forgiven him. Ma 12:31, 32; Mk 3:28-30 

11 “When they bring you before 
Rthe synagogues and the rulers and the 
authorities, do not worry about how 
or what you are to speak in your de- 
fense, or what you are to say; Ma 10:17 

12 for ®the Holy Spirit will teach 

you in that very hour what you 
ought to say.” Ma 10:20; Lk 21:15 


Covetousness Denounced 

13 Someone in the crowd said to 
Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to di- 
vide the family inheritance with me.” 

14 But He said to him, “®Man, who 
appointed Me a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” Mi 6:8; Ro 2:1, 3; 9:20 
yw 15 Then He said to them, “’Be- 

ware, and be on your guard 
against every form of greed; for not 
even when one has an abundance 
does his life consist of his posses- 
sions.” 1 Ti 6:6-10 

16 And He told them a parable, 
saying, “The land of a rich man was 
very productive. 

17 “And he began reasoning to 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since 
I have no place to store my crops?’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I 
will do: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. 

19 ‘And I will say to my soul, 
“Soul, you have many goods laid up 
for many years to come; take your 
ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ ke 11-9 

20 “But God said to him, ‘®You 
fool! This very night your soul is re- 
quired of you; and now who will own 
what you have prepared?’ Je 17:11: Lk 11:40 

21 “So is the man who &stores up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich to- 
ward God.” Lk 12:33 
ve 22 And He said to His disciples, 

“For this reason I say to you, do 
not worry about your life, as to what 


1150 


you will eat; nor for your body, as to 
what you will put on. Lk 12:22-31: Ma 6:25-33 

23 “For life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothing. . 

24 “Consider the ®ravens, for they 
neither sow nor reap; they have no 
storeroom nor ®barn, and yet God 
feeds them; how much more valuable 
you are than the birds! Job 38:41 «Lk 12:18 

25 “And which of you by worrying 
can add a single *Shour to his ‘life’s - 
span? _ Ps 39:5 

26 “If then you cannot do even a 
very little thing, why do you worry 
about other matters? j 

27 “Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I 
tell you, not even ®Solomon in all his 
glory clothed himself like one of 
these. 1 Ki 10:4-7; 2 Ch 9:3-6 

28 “But if God so clothes the grass 
in the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, 
how much more will He clothe you? 
RYou men of little faith! Ma 6:30 

29 “And do not seek what you 
will eat and what you will drink, 
and do not ®keep worrying. Ma 6:31 

30 “For all these things the nations 
of the world eagerly seek; but your Fa- 
ther knows that you need these things. 

31 “But seek His kingdom, and 
these things will be added to you. 

32 “®Do not be afraid, ®little flock, 
for your Father has chosen gladly to 
give you the kingdom. ma 14:27 « Jo 21:15-17 

33 “8Sell your possessions and 
give to charity; make yourselves 
money belts which do not wear out, 
Ran unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near nor moth 
destroys.mMa 19:21; Lk 11:41; 18:22 ¢ Ma 6:20; Lk 12:21 

34 “For 8where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. © Ma6:21 


Be in Readiness 
35 “Be dressed in ®readiness, and 
keep your lamps lit. Ep 6:14; 1 Pe 1:13 
36 “Be like men who are waiting 
for their master when he returns from 
the wedding feast, so that they may 
immediately open the door to him 
when he comes and knocks. 
37 “Blessed are those slaves 
YF 1289 Y% 1212 ¥% 1215 x 12:22-24 
12:25 Lit cubit (approx 18 in.) 12:25 Or height 
% 12:29-32 
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whom the master will find on the alert 

when he comes; truly I'say to you, that 
Rhe will gird himself to serve, and 
have them»recline at the table, and 
will come up and wait on them. 

38 “RWhether he | comes in. the 
Fsecond watch, or even in the third, 
and (oletld them so; blessed are those 
slav Ma 24:43 
is 39° “RBut be sure of this, that if the 
head of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have allowed his house to be ®bro- 
ken into. Lk 12:39, 40: Ma 24:43, 44 © Ma 6:19 

-40“® You too, be ready; for the Son 
Wort Man is coming at an hour that 
you do not expect.” Mk 13:33; Lk 21:36 
41 Peter said, “Lord, are You ad- 
dressing this parable to us, or to 
everyone else as well?” Lk 12:47, 48 

: 42 And &the Lord said, “Who 
then is the faithful and sensible 
steward, whom his master will put in 
charge of his servants, to give them 
their rations at the proper time? Lx 7:13 

43 “Blessed is that 8slave whom 
his ‘master finds so doing when he 
comes. Lk 12:42 ¢ Or lord 
; 44 “Truly I say to you that he will 

put him in charge of all his posses- 
sions. 

45 “But if that slave says in his 
heart, ‘My master will be a long time 
in coming, and begins to beat the 
slaves, both men and women, and to 
eat and drink and get drunk; 

46 the master of that slave will 
come on:a day when he does not ex- 
pect him and at an hour he does not 
know, and will cut him in pieces, and 
assign him a place with the unbeliev- 


ers. 

47 “And that slave who knew his 
master’s will and did not get ready or 
act in accord with his will, will 
Rreceive many lashes, De 25:2; Jam 4:17 

48 but the one who did not know 
it, and committed deeds worthy of a 
flogging, will receive but few. "From 
everyone who has been given much, 
much will be required; and to whom 
they entrusted much, of him they will 
ask all the more: Le 5:17; Nu 15:29f © Ma 13:12 


Christ Divides Men 

49 “I Thave come to cast fire upon 
the earth; and Thow I wish it were al- 
ready kindled! or came « Lit what do I wish if...? 
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9 50° “But Ihave a ®baptism to Tun- 
dergo, and how distressed I am until it 
is accomplished! Mx 10:38 « Lit be baptized with 
~ 51 “RDo you suppose that lbcame 
to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, 
but rather division; © Lk 12:51-53: Ma 10:34:36 

52. for from now on five members 
in one household will be divided, 
ee against two. and two against 

ree 

53. “They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, 
mother against daughter and daugh- 
ter against mother, mother-in-law 
against daughter-in-law and daugh- 
ter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

54 And He was also saying to the 
crowds, “8When you see a cloud ris- 
ing in the west, immediately you say, 
‘A shower is coming,’ and so it turns 
out. Ma 16:2f 

55 “And when you see a south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘It will be a 
hot day,’ and it turns out that way. 

56 “You hypocrites! ®You know 
how to analyze the appearance of the 
earth and the sky, but ?why do you not 
analyze this present time? Ma 16:3 « Lit how 

57 “And 8why do you not even on 
your own initiative judge what is 
right? Lk 21:30 

58 “For ®while you are going with 
your opponent to appear before the 
magistrate, on your way there make 
an effort to settle with him, so that he 
may not drag you before the judge, 
and the judge turn you over to the of- 
ficer, a the officer throw you into 
priso Lk 12:58, 59: Ma 5:25, 26 

59 ney say to you, you will not get 
out of there until you have paid the 
very last ®cent.” Mk 12:42 


Call to Repent ! 
Now on the same occasion 
there were some present who 

reported to Him about the Galileans 

whose blood ®Pilate had ‘mixed with 
their sacrifices. Ma 27 « Le. shed along with 

2 And Jesus said to them, “Do 
you suppose that these Galileans were 
greater sinners than all other 

Galileans because they suffered this 

fate? Jo 9:2f 


12:38 Le.9 p.m. to midnight 12:38 I.e. midnight to 3 
a.m. 12:40 2% 12:42-44 
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3 “I tell you, no, but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish. 

4 “Or do you suppose that those 
eighteen on whom the tower in 
RSiloam fell and killed them were 
worse culprits than all the men who 
live in Jerusalem? — Ne 3:15; Is 8:6; Jo 9:7, 11 

5 “TI tell you, no, but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish.” 

6 And He began telling this para- 
ble: “A man had £a fig tree which had 
been planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and did 
not find any. Ma 21:19 

7 “And he said to the vineyard- 
keeper, ‘Behold, for three years I have 
come looking for fruit on this fig tree 
without finding any. Cut it down! Why 
does it even use up the ground?’ 

8 “And he answered and said to 
him, ‘Let it alone, sir, for this year too, 
until I dig around it and put in fertil- 
izer; 

9 and if it bears fruit next year, 
fine; but if not, cut it down.’” 


Healing on the Sabbath 
rg ,10 And He was teaching in one of 
y the synagogues on the Sabbath. 

11 And there was a woman who 
for eighteen years had had 8a sick- 
ness caused by a spirit; and she was 
bent double, and could not straighten 
up at all. Lk 13:16 

12 When Jesus saw her, He called 
her over and said to her, “Woman, you 
are freed from your sickness.” 

13. And He laid His hands on her; 
and immediately she was made erect 
again and began glorifying God. 

14 But ®the synagogue official, in- 
dignant because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath, began saying to the 
crowd in response, “There are six 
days in which work should be done; 
so come during them and get healed, 
and not on the Sabbath day.” —mxk5:22 

15 But ®the Lord answered him 
and said, “You hypocrites, does not 
each of you on the Sabbath untie his 
ox or his donkey from the stall and 
lead him away to water him? —K7:13 

16 “And this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham as she is, whom Satan has 
bound for eighteen long years, should 
she not have been released from this 
bond on the Sabbath day?” 
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17 As He said this, all His oppo- 
nents were being humiliated; and the 
entire crowd was rejoicing over all the 
glorious things being done by Him. 


Parables of Mustard Seed and 
Leaven 
18 So He was saying, “®What is 
the kingdom of God like, and to what 
shall I compare it? Ma 13:24; Lk 13:20 
19 “It is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and threw into his 
Own garden; and it grew and became 
a tree, and 8THE BIRDS OF THE ‘AIR 
NESTED IN ITS BRANCHES.” Eze 17:23 ¢ Or sky 
20 And again He said, “To what 
shall I compare the kingdom of God? 
21 “It is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three pecks of 
flour until it was all leavened.” 


Teaching in the Villages 

22 And He was passing through 
from one city and village to another, 
teaching, and 8proceeding on His way 
to Jerusalem. Lk 9:51 

23 And someone said to Him, 
“Lord, are there just a few who are 
being saved?” And He said to them, 

24 “Strive to enter through the 
narrow door; for many, I tell you, will 
seek to enter and will not be able. 

25 “Once the head of the house 
gets up and shuts the door, and you 
begin to stand outside and knock on 
the door, saying, ‘“Lord, open up to 
us!’ then He will answer and say to 
you, ‘8] do not know where you are 
from,’ Ma 7:22; 25:11 © Ma 7:23; 25:12; Lk 13:27 

26 “Then you will ®begin to say, 
‘We ate and drank in Your presence, 
and You taught in our streets’; Lk 38 

27 and He will say, ‘I tell you, I do 
not know where you are from; DEPART 
FROM ME, ALL YOU EVILDOERS.’ 

28 “In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth when 
you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the king- 
dom of God, but yourselves being 
thrown out. Ma 8:12; 22:13; 25:30 

29 “And they ®will come from east 
and west and from north and south, 
and will recline at the table in the 
kingdom of God. Ma 8:11 

30 “And behold, some are last 


# 13:10-21 
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who will be first and some are first 
who. will be last.” Ma 19:30; 20:16: Mk 10:31 
_. 31 Just at that time some Phar- 
isees approached, saying to Him, “Go 
away, leave here, for Herod wants to 

Kall Yourseice » 43 Ma 14:1; Lk 3:1; 9:7; 23:7 

32 And He said to them, “Go and 
tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out 
demons and perform cures today and 
tomorrow, and the third day I reach 

My goal, - He 2:10; 5:9; 7:28 
~ 33 “Nevertheless I must journey 
on today and tomorrow and the next 
day; for it cannot be that a prophet 
would perish outside of Jerusalem. 

34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
city that kills the prophets and stones 
-_ those sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, just 
asa hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you would not have it! 

; 35 “Behold, your house is left to 
you desolate; and I say to you, you 
will not see Me until the time comes 
when you Say, ‘BLESSED 1s HE wHo 
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE Lorp!’” 


Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 

oy, l Gi happened that when He 
sd went into the house of one of 

the leaders of the Pharisees on the 

Sabbath to eat bread, ®they were 

watching Him closely. Mk 3:2 

2 And "there in front of Him was 
a man suffering from dropsy. Lit behold 

3 And Jesus answered and spoke 
to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, 
“RTs it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, 
or not?” Ma 22:35 © Ma 12:2; Lk 13:14 

4 But they kept silent. And He 
took hold of him and healed him, and 
sent him away. ’ 

5 And He said to them, “Which 
one of you will have a.son or an ox 
fall into a well, and will not immedi- 
ately pull him out on a Sabbath day?” 

6 RAnd they could make no reply 
to this. Ma 22:46; Lk 20:40 


Parable of the Guests ; 

7 And He began speaking a 
parable to the invited guests when He 
noticed how ®they had been picking 
out the places of honor at the table, 
saying to them, _ Ma 23:6 

8 “When you are invited by 
someone to a wedding feast, §do not 
take the place of honor, for someone 
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more distinguished than you may 
have been invited by him, Pr 25:6, 7 

__9 and he who invited you both 
will come and say to you, ‘Give your 
place to this man,’ and then Rin dis- 
grace you ‘proceed to occupy the last 
place. Lk 3:8.¢ Lit begin 

10 “But when you are invited, go 
and recline at the last place, so that 
when the one who has invited you 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, 
Rmove up higher’; then you will have 
honor in the sight of all who are at the 
table with you. Pr 25:6, 7 

11 “For everyone who exalts him- 
self will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

12 And He also went on to say to 
the one who had invited Him, “When 
you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your broth- 
ers or your relatives or rich neigh- 
bors, otherwise they may also invite 
you in return and that will be your re- 
payment. 

13 “But when you give a 'recep- 
tion, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, Or banquet 

14 and you will be blessed, since 
they ‘do not have the means to repay 
you; for you will be repaid at the res- 
urrection of the righteous.” or are unable to 

15 When one of those who were 
reclining at the table with Him heard 
this, he said to Him, “Blessed is 
everyone who will eat bread in the 
kingdom of God!” Re 19:9 


Parable of the Dinner 
16 But He said to him, “8A man 
was giving a big dinner, and he in- 
vited many; Ma 22:2-14; Lk 14:16-24 
17 and at the dinner hour he sent 
his slave to say to those who had been 
invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready 


now. 
18 “But they all alike began to 
make excuses. The first one said to 
him, ‘I have bought a "piece of land 
and I need to go out and look at it; 
please consider me excused.’ __ orfieid 
19 “Another one said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to try them out; ‘please con- 
sider me excused.’ Lit I request you 
20 “Another. one said, ‘8I have 


6 14:1-6 
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married a wife, and for that reason I 
cannot come,’ De 24:5; 1 Co 7:33 

21 “And the slave came back and 
reported this to his master. Then the 
head of the household became angry 
and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once 
into the streets and lanes of the city 
and bring in here the poor and crip- 
pled and blind and lame,’ 

22 “And the slave said, ‘Master, 
what you commanded has been done, 
and still there is room.’ 

23 “And the master said to the 
Slave, ‘Go out into the highways and 
along the hedges, and compel them to 
come in, so that my house may be 
filled. 

24 ‘For I tell you, none of those 
men who were invited shall taste of 
my dinner.” 


Discipleship Tested 

25 Now ‘large crowds were going 
along with Him; and He turned and 
said to them, Lit many 

26 “If anyone comes to Me, and 

does not Fhate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 
own life, he cannot be My disciple. 

27 “Whoever does not ®carry his 
own cross and come after Me cannot 
be My disciple. Ma 10:38; 16:24; Mk 8:34: Lk 9:23 

28 “For which one of you, when he 
wants to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and calculate the cost to see 
if he has enough to complete it? 

29 “Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, 
a who observe it begin to ridicule 

im, 

30 saying, ‘This man began to 
build and was not able to finish.’ 

31 “Or what king, when he sets 
out to meet another king in battle, will 
not first sit down and 8consider 
whether he is strong enough with ten 
thousand men to encounter the one 
coming against him with twenty thou- 
sand? Pr 20:18 

32 “Or else, while the other is still 
far away, he sends ‘a delegation and 
asks for terms of peace. Or an embassy 

33 “So then, none of you can be 
My disciple who does not give up all 
his own possessions. Ph 3:7; He 11:26 

34 “Therefore, salt is good; but Rif 


1154 


even salt has become tasteless, with 
what will it be seasoned? Ma5:13; Mk 9:50 

35 “It is useless either for the soil 
or for the manure pile; it is thrown 
out. RHe who has ears to hear, “let him 
hear,” Ma 11:15 ¢ Or hear! Or listen! 


The Lost Sheep 

l 5N ow all the ®tax collectors and 
the sinners were coming near 

Him to listen to Him. Lk 5:29 

2 Both the Pharisees and the 
scribes began to grumble, saying, 
“This man receives sinners and Xeats 
with them.” Ma 9:11 

3 So He told them this parable, 
saying, 

4 “What man among you, if he 
has a hundred sheep and has lost one 
of them, does not leave the ninety- 
nine in the open pasture and go after 
the one which is lost until he finds it? 

5. “When he has found it, he lays 
it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

6 “And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and _ his 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost!’ 

7 “I tell you that in the same 

way, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous per- 
sons who need no repentance. 


The Lost Coin 

8 “Or what woman, if she has 
ten silver coins and loses one coin, 
does not light a lamp and sweep the 
house and search carefully until she 
finds it? 

9 “When she has found it, she 
calls together her friends and neigh- 
bors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | 
have found the coin which I had lost!’ 

10 “In the same way, I tell you, 
there is joy in the presence of the an- 
gels of God over one sinner who re- 


pents.” Ma 10:32; Lk 15:7 

The Prodigal Son 

yw 11 And He said, “A man had two 
sons. 


14:26 I.e. by comparison of his love for Me 
Y 14:26 % 15:7 YX 15:11-24 
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712 “Rie: younger of them said to 
his’ father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of the estate that falls to me.’ So he di- 
_ vided his wealth between them. — 

~ 13 “And not many days later, the 
younger son gathered everything to- 
gether and went on a journey into a 
distant country, and there he squan- 
dered his estate with loose living. 

14 “Now when he had_ spent 
everything, a severe famine occurred 
in that country, and he began to be 
impoverished. 

» 15 “So he went and thired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that coun- 
try, and he sent him into his fields to 
feed swine. Lit was joined to 
_. 16 “And he would have gladly 
_ filled his stomach with the pods that 
_ the swine were eating, and no one 
was giving anything to him. 

' 17 “But when he came to this 
senses, he said, ‘How many of my fa- 
ther’s hired men have more than 
enough bread, but I am dying here 
with hunger! Lit himself 

18 ‘I will get up and go to my fa- 
ther, and will say to him, “Father, I 
_ have sinned against heaven, and ‘in 
your sight; Lit before you 

19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me as one of 
your hired men.”’ 

' 20 “So he got up and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion for him, and ran and em- 
braced him and kissed him. 

21 “And the son said to him, ‘Fa- 
ther, I have sinned against heaven and 
in your sight; I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his 
slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best 
robe and put it on him, and put a 
ring on his hand and sandals on 
his feet; : 

23 and bring the fattened calf, kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate; 

24 for this son of mine was dead 
and has come to life again; he was lost 
and has been found.’ And they began 
to celebrate. 

25 “Now his older son was in the 
field, and when he came and ap- 
proached the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 

26 “And he summoned one of the 
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servants and began inquiring what 
these things could be. > 

27 “And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fattened calf because 
he has received him back safe and 
sound. 

28 “But he Heécathe angry and was 
not willing to go in; and his father 
cans out and began pleading with 

i 

29 “But he answered and said to 
his father, ‘Look! For so many years I 
have been serving you and | have 
never neglected a command of yours; 
and yet you have never given me a 
young goat, so that I might celebrate 
with my friends; Or disobeyed 

30 but when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your wealth 
with prostitutes, you killed the fat- 
tened calf for him.’ Pr 29:3; Lk 15:12 

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you 
Thave always been with me, and all 
that is mine is VYOUIS. Lit are always with me 

32 ‘But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, for this brother of yours was 
Rdead and has begun to live, and was 
lost and has been found.’” Lk 15:24 


The Unrighteous Steward 

1 6% ow He was also saying to the 
disciples, “There was a rich man 

who had a manager, and this manager 

was ‘reported to him as ®squandering 

his possessions. Or accused * Lk 15:13 

2 “And he called him and said to 
him, ‘What is this I hear about you? 
Give an accounting of your manage- 
ment, for you can no longer be man- 
ager,’ 

3 “The manager said to himself, 
‘What shall I do, since my ‘master is 
taking the management away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig; I 
am ashamed to beg. Or lord 

4 ‘I know what I shall do, so that 
when I am removed from the man- 
agement people will welcome me into 
their homes.’ 

5 “And he summoned each one 
of his ‘master’s debtors, and he began 
saying to the first, ‘How much do you 
owe my master?’ Or lord’s 

6 “And he said, ‘A hundred meas- 
ures of oil.’ And he said to him, “Take 
your bill, and sit down quickly and 
write fifty,’ 
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7 “Then he *said to another, ‘And 
how much do you owe?’ And he said, 
‘A hundred ™measures of wheat.’ He 
said to him, “Take your bill, and write 
eighty.’ Gr kors, one kor equals between 10 and 12 bu 

8 “And his master praised the un- 
righteous manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the sons of ®this 
age are more shrewd in relation to 
their own kind than the ®sons of 
light. — Ma 12:32; Lk 20:34 « Jo 12:36; Ep 5:8; 1 Th 5:5 

9 “And I say to you, make friends 
for yourselves by means of the 
Fwealth of unrighteousness, so that 
when it fails, 8they will receive you 
into the eternal dwellings. Lk 16:4 
w~ 10 “8He who is faithful in a very 

little thing is faithful also in 
much; and he who is unrighteous in a 
very little thing is unrighteous also in 
much. Ma 25:21, 23 

11. “Therefore if you have not been 
faithful in the use of unrighteous 
Rwealth, who will entrust the true 
riches to you? Lk 16:9 

12 “And if you have not been faith- 
ful in the use of that which is an- 
other’s, who will give you that which 
is your own? 

13 “8No ‘servant can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will 
be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and 
Rwealth.” Ma 6:24 © Or house-servant © Lk 16:9 

14 Now the Pharisees, who were 
Rlovers of money, were listening to all 
these things and ®were scoffing at 

im. 2 Ti 3:2 © Lk 23:35 

15 And He said to them, “You are 
those who 8justify yourselves Tin the 
sight of men, but God knows your 
hearts; for that which is highly es- 
teemed among men is detestable in 
the sight of God. — Lx 10:29; 18:9, 14 « Lit before 

16 “kThe Law and the Prophets 
were proclaimed until John; since that 
time the gospel of the kingdom of God 
has been preached, and everyone is 
forcing his way into it. Ma 11:12f 

17 “But it is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass away than for one stroke 
of a letter of the Law to fail. 
yw 18 ““Everyone who divorces his 

_ wife and marries another com- 
mits adultery, and he who marries one 
who is divorced from a husband com- 
mits adultery. Ma 5:32; 1 Co 7:10, 11 
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The Rich Man and Lazarus — 
_ 19 “Now there was a rich man, 
and he habitually dressed in purple 
and fine linen, joyously living in 
splendor every day. Meer 

20 “And a poor man = named 
Lazarus ®was laid at his gate, covered 
with sores, Ac 3:2 

21 and longing to be fed with the 
crumbs which were falling from the 
rich man’s table; besides, even the 
dogs were coming and licking his 
sores. ocr 

22 “Now the poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels to 
RAbraham’s bosom; and the rich man 
also died and was buried. Jo 1:18; 13:23 

23 “In RHades he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torment, and *saw 
Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 
bosom. Ma 11:23 

24 “And he cried out and said, 
‘RFather Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus so that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool 
off my tongue, for I am in agony in 
Rthis flame.’ Lk 3:8; 16:30; 19:9 ¢ Ma 25:41 

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, re- 
member that ®during your life you re- 
ceived your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus bad things; but now he is 
being comforted here, and you are in 
agony. Lk 6:24 
26 ‘And "besides all this, between 
us and you there is a great chasm 
fixed, so that those who wish to come 
over from here to you will not be able, 
and that none may cross over from 
there to us,’ Lit in all these things 

27 “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, 
father, that you send him to my fa- 
ther’s house— 

28 for I have five brothers—in 
order that he may warn them, so that 
they will not also come to this place of 
torment, 

29 “But Abraham *said, ‘They have 
RMoses and the Prophets; let them 
hear them, Lk 4:17; Jo 5:45-47; Ac 15:21 

30 “But he said, ‘No, father Abra- 
ham, but if someone goes to them 
from the dead, they will repent!’ 

31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do 
not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 


16:9 Gr mamonas, for Aram mamon (mammon); ice. 
wealth, etc., personified as an object of worship 
Y 16:10-13 %*. 16:18 


~ “Increase our faith!” 
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they will not be persuaded even if 
someone rises from the dead.’” 


Instructions 
1 He said to His disciples, “It is 
inevitable that stumbling blocks 
come, but woe to him through whom 
they come! Ma 18:7; 1 Co 11:19; 1 Ti 4:1 
_ 2 “It 'would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea, than 
that he would cause one of these ile 
ones to stumble. 
3 “Be on your guard! ®If Done 
brother sins, rebuke him; and if 
he repents, forgive him. Ma 18:15 
4 “And if he sins against you ®se- 
ven times a day, and returns to you 
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ "forgive 
as Ma 18:21 « Lit you shall forgive 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, 
Mk 6:30 ¢ Lk 7:13 
6 And &the Lord said, “If you had 
faith like a mustard seed, you would 
say to this 8mulberry tree, ‘Be up- 
rooted and be planted in the sea’; and 
it would obey you. Lk 7:13 ¢ Lk 19:4 
7 “Which of you, having a slave 


_ plowing or tending sheep, will say to 


him when he has come in from the 
field, ‘Come immediately and ‘sit 
down to eat’? Lit recline 
8 “But will he not say to him, 
‘Prepare something for me to eat, and 
properly clothe yourself and serve me 
while I eat and drink; and afterward 
you may eat and drink’? 
9 “He does not thank the slave 
because he did the things which 
were commanded, does he? 

10 “So you too, when you do all 
the things which are commanded you, 
say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have 
done only that which we ought to 
have done.” 


Ten Lepers Cleansed 
11 While He was 8on the way to 
“fs Jerusalem, He was passing be- 
tween Samaria and Galilee. Lk 9:51 
12 As He entered a village, ten 
leprous men who &stood at a distance 
met Him; Le 13:45f 
13 and they raised their voices, 
saying, “Jesus, }Master, have mercy 
on us!” Lk 5:5 
14 When He saw them, He said to 
them, “8Go and show yourselves to 


LUKE 17:28 


the priests.” And as they were going, 
ibe were cleansed. Le 14:1-32; Ma 8:4; Lk 5:14 
5 Now one of them, when he saw 
that eae been healed, turned back, 
glorifying God with a loud voice, 

16 and he fell on his face at His 
feet, giving thanks to Him. And he 
was a Samaritan. Ma 10:5 

17 Then Jesus answered and said, 
“Were there not ten cleansed? But the 
nine—where are they? 

18 “Was no one found who re- 
turned to ®give glory to God, except 
this foreigner?” Ma 9:8 

19 And He said to him, “Stand up 
and go; ®your faith "has made you 
well.” Ma 9:22; Lk 18:42 

20 Now having been questioned 
by the Pharisees as to when the king- 
dom of God was coming, He an- 
swered them and said, “The kingdom 
of God is not coming with 8signs to be 
observed; Lk 19:11; Ac 1:6 © Lk 14:1 

21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it 
is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the 
kingdom of God is in your midst.” 


Second Coming Foretold 

22 And He said to the disciples, 
“The days will come when you will 
long to see one of the days of the Son 
of Man, and you will not see it. 

23 “They will say to you, ‘Look 
there! Look here!’ Do not go away, 
and do not run after them. 

a 24“RFor just like the lightning, 

~~ when it flashes out of one part ‘of 
the sky, shines to the other part ‘of the 
sky, so will the Son of Man be in His 
day. Ma 24:27 « Lit under heaven Lit under heaven 

25 “But first He must suffer many 
things and be rejected by this genera- 
tion Ma 16:21; Lk 9:22 

26 “And just as it happened ®in the 
days of Noah, so it will be also in the 
days of the Son of Man: Ge 6:5-8; 7 

27 they were eating, they were 
drinking, they were marrying, they 
were being given in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark, 
and the flood came and destroyed 
them all. 

28 “It was the same as happened 
in the days of Lot: they were eating, 
they were drinking, they were buying, 


Y 17:3-6 Y% 17:9-10 #17:11-19 17:19 Lit 
has saved you ® 17:24 
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they were selling, they were planting, 
they were building; . Ge 19 

29 but on the day that Lot went 
out from Sodom it rained fire and 
Tbrimstone from heaven and de- 
str oyed them all. . Le. burning sulfur 
- 30 “It will be just the same on the 
day that the Son of Man is revealed. 

31 “On that day, the one who is on 
the housetop and whose goods are in 
the house must not go down to take 
them out; and likewise the one who is 
in the field must not turn back. 

32 “Remember Lot’s wife. 

33 “RWhoever seeks to Keep his 
Tlife will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life will preserve it. Ma 10:39 ¢ Or soul 

34 “I tell you, on that night there 
will be two in one bed; one will be 
taken and the other will be left. 

35 “There will be two women 
grinding at the same place; one will 
be taken and the other will be left. 

36. [“'® Two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and the other will 
be left.”] Ma 24:40 

37 And answering they *said to 
Him, “Where, Lord?” And He said to 
them, “®Where the body is, there also 
the vultures will be gathered.” ma 24:28 


Parables on Prayer 
a | say He was telling them a 
parable to show that at all 
times they Sought to pray and not to 
Rlose heart, Lk 11:5-10 ¢2 Co 4:1 
2 saying, “In a certain city there 
was a judge who did not fear God and 
did not krespect man. Lk 18:4: 20:13: He 12:9 
3 “There was. a widow in that 
city, and she kept coming to him, say- 
ing, ‘Give me legal protection from 
my opponent.’ Lit Do me justice 
4 “For a while he was unwilling; 
but afterward he said to himself, 
‘Even though I do not fear God nor 
Rrespect man, Lk 18:2; 20:13; He 12:9 
5 yet because this widow both- 
ers me, I will give her legal protection, 
otherwise by continually coming she 
will }wear me out,” Lk 11:8 © 1 Co 9:27 
6 And ®the Lord *said, “Hear what 
the unrighteous judge said; Lk 7:13 
_ 7 now, will not God ®bring about 
justice for His elect who cry to Him 
day and night, and will He ®delay long 
over them? Re 6:10 # 2 Pe 3:9 
8 “I tell you that He will bring 
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about justice for them quickly. How- 
ever, when the Son of Man comes, will 
He find faith on the earth?” 


The Pharisee and the Publican 

9 And He also told this parable 
to some people who "trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and 
viewed others with contempt: Lk 16:15 
yw 10 “Iwo men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 

11 “The Pharisee stood and was 
praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank 
You that I am not like other people: 
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 

12 ‘I 8fast twice a week; I ®pay 
tithes of all that I get’ —- Ma 9:14 Lk 11:42 

13 “But the tax collector, standing 
some distance away, was even unwill- 
ing to lift up his eyes to heaven, but 
was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 

14 “I tell you, this man went to his 
house justified rather than the other; 
Rfor everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, but he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” Ma 23:12; Lk 14:11 

15 And they were bringing even 
their babies to Him so that He would 
touch them, but when the disciples 
Saw it, they began rebuking them. 

16 But Jesus called for them, say- 
ing, “Permit the children to come to 
Me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 

17 “Truly I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child will not enter it at all.” 


The Rich Young Ruler 

8 A ruler questioned Him, say- 
ing, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 

19 And Jesus said to him, “Why 
do you call Me good? No one is good 
except God alone. 

20 “You know the command- 
ments, ‘“Do NoT COMMIT ADULTERY, Do 
NOT MURDER, Do NOT STEAL, Do NoT 
BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR YOUR FA- 
THER AND MOTHER.” Ex 20:12-16; De 5:16-20 


% 17:32-33 17:36 Early mss do not contain this v 
Y 18:1 %* 18:10-14 
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21 And he said, “All these things I 
have kept from my youth.” 

22 When Jesus heard this, He 
said to him, “One thing you still lack; 
sell all that you possess and distrib- 
ute it to the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow 


23 But when he had heard these 
things, he became very sad, for he 
was extremely rich. 

24 And Jesus looked at him and 
said, “RHow hard it is for those who 
are wealthy to enter the kingdom of 
God! Ma 19:23; Mk 10:23f 

25 “For Rit is easier for a camel to 
Tgo through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.” Ma 19:24; Mk 10:25 ¢ Lit enter 

26 They who heard it said, “Then 
~ who can be saved?” 

27 But He said, “®The things that 
are impossible with people are possi- 
ble with God.” Ma 19:26 

28 Peter said, “Behold, }we have 
left Tour own homes and followed 
You.” Lk 5:11 ¢ Lit our own things 

29 And He said to them, “Truly I 
say to you, ®there is no one who has 
left house or wife or brothers or par- 
ents or children, for the sake of the 
kingdom of God, Ma 6:33; 19:29; Mk 10:29f 

30 who will not receive many 
times as much at this time and in the 
age to come, eternal life.” Ma 12:32 

31 Then He took the twelve aside 
and said to them, “Behold, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and all things 
which are written through the 
prophets about the Son of Man will be 
accomplished. Lk 9:51 ¢ Ps 22: Is 53 

32 “For He will be handed over to 
the Gentiles, and will be mocked and 
mistreated and spit upon, Ma 16:21 

33 and after they have scourged 
Him, they will kill Him; and the third 
day He will rise again.” 

34 But ®the disciples understood 
none of these things, and the mean- 
ing of this statement was hidden from 
them, and they did not comprehend 
the things that were said. Mk 9:32; Lk 9:45 


Bartimaeus Receives Sight 

24,35 As "Jesus was approaching 
“ys Jericho, a blind man was sitting by 
the road begging. Ma 20:29; Mk 10:46; Lk 19:1 
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36 Now hearing a crowd going by, 
he began to inquire what this was. 

37 They told him that Jesus of 
Nazareth was passing by. 

38 And he called out, saying, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” Ma 9:27; Lk 18:39 

39 Those who led the way were 
sternly telling him to be quiet; but he 
kept crying out all the more, “8Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” Lk 18:38 

40 And Jesus stopped and com- 
manded that he be brought to Him; 
and when he came near, He ques- 
tioned him, 

4] “What do you want Me to do 
for you?” And he said, “Lord, I want 
to regain my sight!” 

42 And Jesus said to him, “TRe- 
ceive your sight; Syour faith has made 
you well.” Lit Regain your sight « Ma 9:22 

43 Immediately he regained his 
sight and began following Him, ®glo- 
rifying God; and when all the people 
saw it, they gave praise to God. ma9:8 


Zaccheus Converted 
He entered Jericho and was 
passing through. Lk 18:35 

2 And there was a man called by 
the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief 
tax collector and he was rich. 

3 Zaccheus was trying to see 
who Jesus was, and was unable be- 
cause of the crowd, for he was small 
in stature. 

4 So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a 'sycamore tree in 
order to see Him, for He was about to 
pass through that way. Le. fig-mulberry 

5 When Jesus came to the place, 
He looked up and said to him, “Zac- 
cheus, hurry and come down, for 
today I must stay at your house.” 

6 And he hurried and came 
down and received Him gladly. 

7 When they saw it, they all 
began to grumble, saying, “He has 
gone to be the guest of a man who is 
a sinner.” Or to find lodging 

8 Zaccheus stopped and said to 
Rthe Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 
possessions I ‘will give to the poor, 
and if I have 8defrauded anyone of 
anything, I will give back four times 
as much.” Lk 7:13 « Lit am giving ¢ Lk 3:14 


$ 18:35-43 
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9 And Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, 
because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 
10 “For the Son of Man has come 

to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” Ma 18:11 


Parable of Money Usage 

11 While they were listening to 
these things, Jesus went on to tell a 
parable, because He was _ near 
Jerusalem, and they supposed that 
Rthe kingdom of God was going to ap- 
pear immediately. Lk 9:51 © Lk 17:20 

12 So He said, “A nobleman went 
to a distant country to receive a king- 
dom for himself, and then return. 

13 “And he called ten of his slaves, 
and gave them ten Fminas and said to 
them, ‘Do business with this Tuntil I 
come back.’ Lit while I am coming 

14 “But his citizens hated him and 
sent 'a delegation after him, saying, 
‘We do not want this man to reign 
over us.’ Or an embassy 

15 “When he returned, after re- 
ceiving the kingdom, he ordered that 
these slaves, to whom he had given 
the money, be called to him so that he 
might know what business they had 
done. 

16 “The first appeared, saying; 
‘TMaster, your ™mina has made ten 
minas more,’ Lit Lord eV 13, note 1 

17 “And he said to him, ‘Well 
done, good slave, because you have 
been faithful in a very little thing, 
you are to be in authority over ten 
cities.’ Lk 16:10 

18 “The second came, saying, 
‘Your ‘mina, ‘master, has made five 
minas,’ V 13, note 1 © Lit lord 

19 “And he said to him also, ‘And 
you are to be over five cities,’ 

20 “Another came, saying, ‘Mas- 
ter, here is your mina, which I kept 
put away in a handkerchief; 

21 for I was afraid of you, because 
you are an exacting man; you take up 
what you did not lay down and reap 
what you did not sow.’ 

22. “He *said to him, ‘"By your own 
words I will judge you, you worthless 
slave. Did you know that I am an ex- 
acting man, taking up what I did not 
lay down and reaping what I did not 
sow? Lit Out of your own mouth 

23 “Then why did you not put my 
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money in the bank, and having come, 
I would have collected it with inter- 
est?’ . 

24 “Then he said’ to the by- 
standers, ‘Take the mina away from 
him and give it to the one who has the 
ten minas.’ 

25 “And they said to him, ‘Master, 
he has ten minas already.’ 

26 “RI tell you that to everyone 
who has, more shall be given, but 
from the one who does not have, even 
what he does have shall be taken 

ay. Ma 13:12; Mk 4:25; Lk 8:18 

27 “But 8these enemies of mine, 
who did not want me to reign over 
them, bring them here and ®slay them 
in my presence.” Lk 19:14 « Ma 22:7: Lk 20:16 


Triumphal Entry 

28 After He had said these things, 
He ®was going on ahead, ®going up to 
Jerusalem. Mk 10:32 ¢ Lk 9:51 

29 ®When He approached Beth- 
phage and Bethany, near the mount 
that is called Olivet, He sent two of the 
disciples, Lk 19:29-38: Ma 21:1-9; Mk 11:1-10 

30 saying, “Go into the village 
ahead of you; there, as you enter, you 
will find a colt tied on which no one 
yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it 
here. 

31 “If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The 
Lord has need of it.’” 

32 So those who were sent went 
away and found it just as He had told 
them. 

33 As they were untying the colt, 
its Towners said to them, “Why are 
you untying the colt?” Lit lords 

. He They said, “The Lord has need 
of it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, and 
they threw their coats on the colt and 
put Jesus on it. 

36 As He was going, they were 

spreading their coats on the road. 
_ 37 As soon as He was approach- 
ing, near the descent of §the Mount of 
Olives, the whole crowd of the disci- 
ples began to praise God joyfully with 
a loud voice for all the miracles which 
they had seen, Ma 21:1; Lk 19:29 

38 shouting: 


¥Y 19:9-10 19:13 A mina is equal'to about 100 
days’ wages 


| 
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“RBLESSED IS THE KING WHO 
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
Lorpb; 
Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!” Ps 118:26 
39 RSome of the Pharisees Tin the 
crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke 
Your disciples.” Ma 21:15f « Lit from 
- 40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you, 
if these become silent, ®the stones will 
cry out!” Hab 2:11 
41 When He approached Jeru- 
salem, He saw the city and ®wept over 
it, Lk 13:34, 35 
42 saying, “If you had known in 
this day, even you, the things which 
make for peace! But now they have 


~ been hidden from your eyes. 


43 “For the days will come upon 
you when your enemies will ®throw 


“up a barricade against you, and sur- 


round you and hem you in on every 
side, Ec 9:14; Is 29:3; 37:33; Je 6:6; Eze 4:2; 26:8 

44 and they will level you to the 
ground and your children within you, 
and &they will not leave in you one 
stone upon another, because you did 
not recognize 8the time of your visita- 
tion.” Ma 24:2; Mk 13:2: Lk 21:6 « 1 Pe 2:12 


Traders Driven from the Temple 

45 Jesus entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who were 
selling, 

46 saying to them, “It is written, 
‘RAND My HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF 
PRAYER, but you have made it a ROB- 
BERS’ DEN.” Is 56:7; Je 7:11; Ma 21:13; Mk 11:17 

47 And ®He was teaching daily in 
the temple; but the chief priests and 
the scribes and the leading men 
among the people ®were trying to de- 
stroy Him, Ma 26:55; Lk 21:37 * Lk 20:19 

48 and they could not find ‘any- 
thing that they might do, for all the 
people were hanging on to every word 
He said. Lit what they would do 


Jesus’ Authority Questioned 
202 one of the days while He was 
teaching the people in the tem- 
ple and preaching the gospel, the 
chief priests and the scribes with the 
elders ®confronted Him, 1k 8:1 + Ac 4:1; 6:12 
2 and they spoke, saying to Him, 
“Tell us by what authority You are 
doing these things, or who is the one 
who gave You this authority?” 


LUKE 20:17 


3 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “I will also.ask you a question, 
and you tell Me: Lit word 

4 “Was the baptism of John from 
heaven or from men?” 

5 They reasoned among them- 
selves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven, He will say, ‘Why did you not 
believe him?’ 

6 “But if we say, ‘From men,’ all 
the people will stone us to death, for 
they are convinced that John was a 
Rprophet.” Ma 11:9; Lk 7:29, 30 

7 So they answered that they did 
not know where it came from. 

_8 And Jesus said to them, “Nor 
Twill I tell you by what authority I do 
these things.” Lit do I tell 


Parable of the Vine-growers 

9 RAnd He began to tell the peo- 
ple this parable: “A man planted a 
vineyard and rented it out to vine- 
growers, and went on a journey for a 
long time. Lk 20:9-19: Ma 21:33-46; Mk 12:1-12 

10 “At the harvest time he sent a 
slave to the vine-growers, so that they 
would give him some of the produce 
of the vineyard; but the vine-growers 
beat him and sent him away empty- 
handed. 

11 “And he proceeded to send an- 
other slave; and they beat him also 
and treated him shamefully and sent 
him away empty-handed. 

12 “And he proceeded to send a 
third; and this one also they wounded 
and cast out. 

13 “The Towner of the vineyard 
said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my 
beloved son; perhaps they will ®re- 
spect him,’ Lit lord * Lk 18:2 

14 “But when the vine-growers 
saw him, they reasoned with one an- 
other, saying, ‘This is the heir; let us 
kill him so that the inheritance will be 
ours.’ 

15 “So they threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. What, then, 
will the ‘owner of the vineyard do to 
them? Lit lord 

16 “He will come and destroy 
these vine-growers and will give the 
vineyard to others.” When they heard 
it, they said, “May it never be!” 

17 But Jesus looked at them and 
said, “What then is this that is writ- 
ten: 


LUKE 20:18 


‘RTHE STONE WHICH THE 
BUILDERS REJECTED, 
THIS BECAME 8THE CHIEF CORNER 
stone’? Ps 118:22 « Ep 2:20; 1 Pe 2:6 
18 “REveryone who falls on that 
stone will be broken to pieces; but on 
whomever it falls, it will scatter him 
like dust.” Ma 21:44 


Tribute to Caesar 

19 The scribes and the chief 
priests ®tried to lay hands on Him that 
very hour, and they feared the people; 
for they understood that He spoke 
this parable against them. Lk 19:47 

20 So they watched Him, and sent 
spies who pretended to be righteous, 
in order 8that they might catch Him 
in some statement, so that they could 
deliver Him to the rule and the au- 
thority of the governor. Lk 11:54; 20:26 

21 They questioned Him, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that You speak and 
teach correctly, and You ‘are not par- 
tial to any, but teach the way of God in 
truth. Lit do not receive a face 
22 “Is it lawful for us 8to pay taxes 
to Caesar, or not?” Ma 17:25; Lk 23:2 

23 But He detected their trickery 
and said to them, 

24 “Show Me a Fdenarius. Whose 
Tlikeness and inscription does it 
have?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Lit image 

25 And He said to them, “Then 
Rrender to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” Ma 22:21; Mk 12:17 

26 And they were unable to ®catch 
Him in a saying in the presence of the 
people; and being amazed at His an- 
swer, they became silent. Lk 11:54 


Is There a Resurrection? 

27 Now there came to Him some 
of the 8Sadducees (who say that there 
is no resurrection), Ac 23:8 

28 and they questioned Him, say- 
ing, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that 
RIF A MAN’S BROTHER DIES, having a 
wife, AND HE IS CHILDLESS, HIS BROTHER 
SHOULD 'MARRY THE WIFE AND RAISE UP 
CHILDREN TO HIS BROTHER. De 25:5 « Lit take 

29 “Now there were seven broth- 
ers; and the first took a wife and died 
childless; 

30 and the second 

31 and the third ™married her; and 
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in the same way ‘all seven died, leav- 
ing no children. Lit took ¢ Lit the seven also 

32 “Finally the woman died also. 

33 “In the resurrection therefore, 
which one’s wife will she be? For Tall 
seven had married her.” Lit the 

34 Jesus said to them, “The sons 
of 8this age marry and are given in 
marriage, Ma 12:32; Lk 16:8 

35 but those who are considered 
worthy to attain to that age and the 
resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry nor are given in marriage; 

for they cannot even die any- 
more, because they are like angels, 
and are ®sons of God, being sons of 
the resurrection. Ro 8:16f; 1 Jo 3:1, 2 

37 “But that the dead are raised, 
even Moses showed, in ®the passage 
about the burning bush, where he 
calls the Lord 8tHE Gop oF ABRAHAM, 
AND THE GoD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD 
OF JACOB. Mk 12:26 ¢ Ex 3:6 

38 “RNow He is not the God of the 
dead but of the living; for Rall live to 
Him.” Ma 22:32; Mk 12:27 « Ro 14:8 

39 Some of the scribes answered 
ie said, “Teacher, You have spoken 
well.” 

40 For they did not have courage 
to question Him any longer about 
anything. Ma 22:46; Lk 14:6 

41 Then He said to them, “How is 
it that they say "the Christ is [David’s 
son? Ma 9:27 

42 “For David himself says in the 
book of Psalms, 

‘RTHE LORD SAID TO My Lorp, 
“Sit AT My RIGHT HAND, Ps 110:1 
43 UntiL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A 
FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’ 

44 “Therefore David calls’ Him 
‘Lord,’ and how is He his son?” 

_ 45 And while all the people were 
listening, He said to the disciples, 

_ 46 “Beware of the scribes, ®who 
like to walk around in long robes, and 
love respectful greetings in the mar- 
ket places, and chief seats in the syn- 
agogues and places of honor at 
banquets, Lk 11:43; 14:7 

47 who devour widows’ houses; 
and for appearance’s sake offer long 
prayers. These will receive greater 
condemnation.” 


20:24 The denarius was a day’s wages 20:41 Le. 
the Messiah 
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The Widow’s Gift 

2 | a He looked up ~~ saw the 
rich oe their gifts into the 

treasury. Lk 21:1-4: Mk 12:41-44 

2 And He saw a poor widow put- 
ting in two small copper coins. 

3 And He said, “Truly I say to 
you, this poor widow put in more than 
all of them; 

4 for they all out of their surplus 
put into the ‘offering; but she out of 
her poverty put in all that she had ®to 
live on.” Or abundance » Lit gifts 

5 RAnd while some were talking 
about the temple, that it was adorned 
with beautiful stones and votive gifts, 
He said, Lk 21:5-36: Ma 24; Mk 13 
: 6 “As for these things which you 
- are looking at, the days will come in 
which there will not be left one stone 
upon another which will not be torn 
down.” Lk 19:44 

7 They questioned Him, saying, 
“Teacher, when therefore will these 
things happen? And what will be the 
Tgsign when these things are about to 
take place?” Or attesting miracle 

8 And He said, “See to it that you 
are not misled; for many will come in 
My name, saying, ‘8I am He,’ and, 
‘The time is near. ®Do not go after 
them. Jo 8:24 © Lk 17:23 

9 “When you hear of wars and 
disturbances, do not be terrified; for 
these things must take place first, but 
the end does not follow immediately.” 


Things to Come 

10 Then He continued by saying 
to them, “Nation will rise against na- 
tion and kingdom against kingdom, 

11. and there will be great earth- 
quakes, and in various places plagues 
and famines; and there will be terrors 
and great signs from heaven. 

12 “But before all these things, 
they will lay their hands on you and 
will persecute you, delivering you to 
the synagogues and prisons, 'bring- 
ing you before kings and governors 
for My name’s sake. Lit being brought 
13 “It will lead to an opportunity 
for your testimony. Ph 1:12 
14 “8So make up your minds not 
to prepare beforehand to defend 
yourselves; Lk 12:11 

15 for I will give you utterance 
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and wisdom which none of your op- 
ponents will be able to resist or refute. 

“16 “But you will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers and relatives 
and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death, 

17 and you will be hated by all be- 
cause of My name. a 

18 “Yet not a hair of your head 
will perish. ~ Ma 10:30; Lk 12:7 

19 “By your endurance you will 
gain your "lives. Lit souls 

20 “But when'you see Jerusalem 
Rsurrounded by armies, then recog- 
nize that her desolation is near. 1x 19:43 

21 “Then those who are in Judea 
must flee to the mountains, and those 
who are in the midst of the city must 
leave, and those who are in the coun- 
try must not enter the city;) © Lk 17.31 

22 because these are days of 
vengeance, so that all things which 
are written will be fulfilled. 

23 “Woe to those who are preg- 
nant and to those who are nursing ba- 
bies in those days; for ®there will be 
great distress upon the land and 
wrath to this people; Da 8:19; 1 Co 7:26 

24 and they will fall by ®the edge 
of the sword, and will be led captive 
into all the nations; and Jerusalem 
will be trampled under foot by the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled. Ge 34:26; Ex 17:13; He 11:34 


The Return of Christ 

oe 25 “There will be ‘signs in sun and 
~~? moon and stars, and on the earth 

dismay among nations, in perplexity 

at the roaring of the sea and the 

Waves, Or attesting miracles 

26 men fainting from fear and the 
expectation of the things which are 
coming upon the world; for the pow- 
ers of the heavens will be shaken. 

27 “Then they will see THE SON OF 
MAN COMING IN A CLOUD with power 
and great glory. Ma 16:27; 24:30; 26:64; Mk 13:26 

28 “But when these things begin 
to take place, straighten up and lift up 
your heads, because ®your redemp- 
tion is drawing near.” Lk 18:7 

29 Then He told them a parable: 
“Behold the fig tree and all the trees; 

30 as soon as they put forth 
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leaves, you see it and know for your- 
selves that summer is now near. 

31 “So you also, when you see 
these things happening, recognize 
that the kingdom of God is near. 

32 “Truly I say to you, this 'gener- 
ation will not pass away until all 
things take place. Or race 

33 “RHeaven and earth will-pass 
away, but My words will not pass 
away. Ma 5:18; Lk 16:17 

34. “Be on guard, so that your 
hearts will not be weighted down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the 
wotries of life, and that day will not 
come on you suddenly like a trap; 

35 for it will come upon all those 
who dwell on the face of all the earth. 

36 “But keep on the alert at all 
times, praying that you may have 
strength to escape all these things 
that are about to take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 

37 Now during the day He was 
Rteaching in the temple, but Rat 
evening He would go out and spend 
the night on 8the mount that is called 
Olivet. Ma 26:55; Lk 19:47 ¢ Mk 11:19 * Ma 21:1 

38 And all the people would get 
up early in the morning to come to 
Him in the temple to listen to Him. 


Preparing the Passover 

2 Now the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, which is called the 

RPassover, was approaching. Jo 11:55; 13:1 

2 The chief priests and the 
scribes ®were seeking how they might 
put Him to death; for they were afraid 
of the people. Ma 12:14 

3 And Satan entered into Judas 
who was called Iscariot, "belonging to 
the number of the twelve. Lit being of 

4 And he went away and dis- 
cussed with the chief priests and Rof- 
ficers how he might betray Him to 
them. 1 Ch 9:11; Ne 11:11; Lk 22:52; Ac 4:1; 5:24, 26 

__ 5 They were glad and agreed to 
give him money. 

So he consented, and began 
seeking a good opportunity to betray 
Him to them apart from the crowd. 

7 Then came the first day of Un- 
leavened Bread on which the 
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 

8 And Jesus sent Peter and John, 
saying, “Go and prepare the Passover 
for us, so that we may eat it.” 
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9 They said to Him, “Where do 
You want us to prepareit?”. = 
10 And He said to them, “When 
you have entered the city, a man will 
meet you carrying a pitcher of water; 
follow him into the house that he en- 
ters. 
11 “And you shall say to the owner 
of the house, “The Teacher says to 
you, “Where is the guest room in 
which I may eat the Passover with My 
disciples?”’ 

12 “And he will show you a large, 
furnished upper room; prepare it 
there.” 

13 And they left and found every- 
thing just as He had told them; and 
they prepared the Passover. 


The Lord’s Supper 

14 ®When the hour had come, He 
reclined at the table, and ®the apos- 
tles with Him. Ma 26:20; Mk 14:17 © Mk 6:30 

15 And He said to them, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before | suffer; 

16 for I say to you, I shall never 
again eat it Suntil it is fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God.” — Lk 14:15; 22:18, 30; Re 19:9 

17 And when He had taken a cup 
and ®given thanks, He said, “Take this 
and share it among yourselves; ma 14:19 

18 for I say to you, I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine from now on 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 

19 And when He had taken some 
bread and ®given thanks, He broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is 
My body which is given for you; do 
this in remembrance of Me.” ma 14:19 

20 And in the same way He took 
the cup after they had eaten, saying, 
“This cup which is poured out for you 
is the new covenant in My blood. 

21 “But behold, the hand of the 
one betraying Me is with "Mine on the 
table. Lit Me 

22 “For indeed, the Son of Man is 
going ®as it has been determined; but 
woe to that man by whom He is be- 
trayed!” Ac 2:23; 4:28; 10:42; 17:31 

23 And they began to discuss 
among themselves which one of them 
it might be who was going to do this 

ing. 
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Who Is Greatest 

24 And there arose also a dispute 
among them as to which one of them 
was regarded to be greatest. 

- 25 And He said to them, “The 
kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 
and those who have authority over 
them are called ‘Benefactors.’ 

26 “But it is not this way with you, 
Rbut the one who is the greatest 
among you must become like &the 
youngest, and the leader like the ser- 
vant. Ma 23:11; Mk 9:35; Lk 9:48 © 1 Pe 5:5 

27 “For 8who is greater, the one 
who reclines at the table or the one 
who serves? Is it not the one who re- 
clines at the table? But I am among 
you as the one who serves. Lk 12:37 

28 “You are those who have stood 
by Me in My 2&trials; He 2:18; 4:15 

29 and just as My Father has 
granted Me a kingdom, | grant you 

30 that you may eat and drink at 
My table in My ®kingdom, and you 
will sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Lk 22:16 ® Ma 5:3: 2 Ti 2:12 

31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
has demanded permission to ®sift you 
like wheat; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6; Ma 4:10 

32 but I Shave prayed for you, that 
your faith may not fail; and you, 
when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers.” Jo 17:9, 15 

33 But he said to Him, “Lord, with 
You I am ready to go both to prison 
and to death!” 

34 And He said, “I say to you, 
Peter, the rooster will not crow today 
until you have denied three times that 
you know Me.” 

35 And He said to them, “*When | 
sent you out without money belt and 
bag and sandals, you did not lack any- 
thing, did you?” They said, “No, noth- 
in Ma 10:9f; Mk 6:8; Lk 9:3ff; 10:4 

36 And He said to them, “But now, 
Twhoever has a money belt is to take 
it along, likewise also a bag, and 
Twhoever has no sword is to sell his 
coat and buy one. _Lit he who «Lit he who 

37 “For I tell you that this which is 
written must be fulfilled in Me, ‘SAND 
HE WAS NUMBERED WITH TRANSGRES- 
sors’; for 8that which refers to Me has 
its Tfulfillment.” Is 53:12 ¢ Jo 17:4; 19:30 « Lit end 

38 They said, “Lord, look, here are 
two ®swords.” And He said to them, “It 
is enough.” Lk 22:36, 49 
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The Garden of Gethsemane 

39 And He came out and pro- 
ceeded as was His custom to the 
Mount of Olives; and the disciples 
also followed Him. Ma 26:30; Mk 14:26; Jo 18:1 

40 When He arrived at the place, 
He said to them, “Pray that you may 
not enter into temptation. é 

41 And He withdrew from them 
about a stone’s throw, and He knelt 
down and began to pray, 

42 saying, “Father, if You are will- 
ing, remove this cup from Me; yet not 
My will, but Yours be done.” —_ ma 20:22 

43 Now an angel from heaven ap- 
peared to Him, strengthening Him. 

44 And ®being in agony He was 
praying very fervently; and His sweat 
became like drops of blood, falling 
down upon the ground. He 5:7 

45 When He rose from prayer, He 
came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping from sorrow, 

46 and said to them, “Why are you 
sleeping? Get up and 8pray that you 
may not enter into temptation.” Lk 22:40 


Jesus Betrayed by Judas 

47 While He was still speaking, 
behold, a crowd came, and the one 
called Judas, one of the twelve, was 
preceding them; and he approached 
Jesus to kiss Him. 

48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, 
are you betraying the Son of Man 
with a kiss?” 

4.49 When those who were around 
1Ys Him saw what was going to hap- 
pen, they said, “Lord, shall we strike 
with the Rgword?” Lk 22:38 

50 And one of them struck the 
slave of the high priest and cut off his 
right ear. 

51 But Jesus answered and said, 
“Stop! No more of this.” And He 
touched his ear and healed him. 

52 Then Jesus said to the chief 
priests and officers of the temple and 
elders who had come against Him, 
“Have you come out with swords and 
clubs as you would against a robber? 

53 “While I was with you daily in 
the temple, you did not lay hands on 
Me; but this hour and the power of 
darkness are yours.” 
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Jesus’ Arrest 

54 Having arrested Him, they led 
Him away and brought Him to the 
house of the high priest; but Peter was 
following at a distance. +02! 

55. After they had kindled a fire in 
the middle of ®the courtyard and had 
sat down together, Peter was sitting 
among them. Ma 26:3 

56 And a servant-girl, seeing him 
as he sat in the firelight and looking 
intently at him, said, “This man was 
with Him too.” 

57 But he denied it, 
“Woman, I do not know Him.” 

58 A little later, 8another saw him 
and said, “You are one of them too!” 
But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Jo18:26 

59 After about an hour had 
passed, another man began to insist, 
saying, “Certainly this man also was 
with Him, for he is a Galilean too.” 

60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not 
know what you are talking about.” 
Immediately, while he was still speak- 
ing, a rooster crowed. 

61 The Lord turned and looked at 
Peter. And Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how He had told 
him, “Before a rooster crows today, 
you will deny Me three times.” LK 7:13 

62 And he went out and wept bit- 
terly. 

63 Now the men who were hold- 
ing ‘Jesus in custody were mocking 
Him and beating Him, 

64 and they blindfolded Him and 
were asking Him, saying, “Prophesy, 
who is the one who hit You?” 

65 And they were saying many 
other things against Him, ®blasphem- 
ing. Ma 27:39 


saying, 


Jesus before the Sanhedrin 

66 When it was day, the Council 
of elders of the people assembled, 
both chief priests and scribes, and 
they led Him away to their council 
chamber, Saying, — Ma27:1f; Mk 15:1: Jo 18:28 

67 “If You are the 7Christ, tell us.” 
But He said to them, “If I tell you, you 
will not believe; Le. Messiah 

68 and if I ask a question, you will 
not answer. 

69 “But from now on THE Son oF 
MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND 
of the power oF Gop.” Ps 110:1 

70 And they all said, “Are You the 
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Son of God, then?” And He said to 
them, “8Yes, lam.” Ma 26:64; 27:11; Lk 23:3 

71 Then they said, “What further 
need do we have of testimony? For we 
have heard it ourselves from His own 
mouth.” 


Jesus before Pilate 

2 Then the whole body of them 
got up and ®brought Him before 

Pilate. Ma 27:2; Mk 15:1; Jo 18:28 

2 And they began to accuse Him, 
saying, “We found this man mislead- 
ing our nation and forbidding to pay 
taxes to Caesar, and saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a King.” 1 

3 So Pilate asked Him, saying, 
“Are You the King of the Jews>?” And 
He answered him and said, “"It is as 
you Say.” Lk 22:70 

4 Then Pilate said to the chief 
priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt 
in this man.” 

5 But they kept on insisting, say- 
ing, “He stirs up the people, teaching 
all over Judea, ®starting from Galilee 
even as far as this place.” Ma 4:12 

6 When Pilate heard it, he asked 
whether the man was a Galilean. 

7 And when he learned that He 
belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he 
sent Him to Herod, who himself also 
was in Jerusalem at that time. 


Jesus before Herod 

8 Now Herod was very glad 
when he saw Jesus; for ®he had 
wanted to see Him for a long time, be- 
cause he had been hearing about Him 
and was hoping to see some ‘sign per- 
formed by Him. Lk 9:9 ¢ Or attesting miracle 

9 And he questioned Him at 
some length; but "He answered him 
nothing. Ma 27:12, 14; Mk 15:5; Jo 19:9 

10 And the chief priests and the 
scribes were standing there, accusing 
Him vehemently. 

11 And Herod with his soldiers, 
after treating Him with contempt and 
mocking Him, ®dressed Him in a gor- 
geous robe and sent Him back to Pi- 
late. Ma 27:28 

_12_ Now ®Herod and Pilate became 
friends with one another that very 
day; for before they had been enemies 
with each other. Ac 4:27 


22:66 Or Sanhedrin 
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Pilate Seeks Jesus’ Release 
13 Pilate summoned the chief 
priests and the rulers and the people, 

14 and said to them, “You brought 
this man to me as one who Bincites 
the people to rebellion, and behold, 
having examined Him before you, I 
Rhave found no guilt in this man re- 
garding the charges which you make 
against Him. Lk 23:2 Lk 23:4 

15 “No, nor has Herod, for he 
sent Him back to us; and behold, 
nothing deserving death has been 
done by Him. Lk 9:9 

16 “Therefore I will punish Him 
and release Him.” 

17 [FNow he was obliged to re- 
lease to them at the feast one pris- 
oner.] 

18 But they cried out all together, 
saying, “Away with this man, and re- 
lease for us Barabbas!” 

19 (He was one who had been 
thrown into prison for an insurrection 
made in the city, and for murder.) 

20 Pilate, wanting to release 
Jesus, addressed them again, 

21 but they kept on calling out, 
saying, “Crucify, crucify Him!” 

22 And he said to them the third 
time, “Why, what evil has this man 
done? I have found in Him no guilt 
demanding death; therefore I will 
Rpunish Him and release Him.” Lx 23:16 

23 But they were insistent, with 
loud voices asking that He be cruci- 
see And their voices began to pre- 
vail. 

24 And Pilate pronounced sen- 
tence that their demand be granted. 

25 And he released the man they 
were asking for who had been thrown 
into prison for insurrection and mur- 
der, but he delivered Jesus to their 
will. 


Simon Bears the Cross 

26 When they led Him away, they 
seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, com- 
ing in from the country, and placed on 
him the cross to carry behind Jesus. 

27 And following Him was a large 
crowd of the people, and of women 
who were ®mourning and lamenting 
Him. Lk 8:52 

28 But Jesus turning to them said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weep- 
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ing for Me, but weep for yourselves 
and for your children. 

_ 29 “For behold, the days are com- 
ing when they will say, ‘Blessed are 
the barren, and the wombs that never 
bore, and the breasts that never 
nursed,’ Ma 24:19; Lk 11:27; 21:23 

30 “Then they will begin To say To 
THE MOUNTAINS, ‘FALL ON US,’ AND TO 
THE HILLS, “COVER US.’ 

31 “For if they do these things 
Twhen the tree is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” Lit in the green tree 

32 Two others also, who were 
criminals, were being led away to be 
put to death with Him. 


The Crucifixion 

33 When they came to the place 
called The Skull, there they crucified 
Him and the criminals, one on the 
right and the other on the left. 

34 But Jesus was saying, “Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they cast 
lots, dividing up His garments among 
themselves. Ma 11:25; Lk 22:42 

35 And the people stood by, look- 
ing on. And even the rulers were 
sneering at Him, saying, “He saved 
others; let Him save Himself if this is 
the Christ of God, His Chosen One.” 

36 The soldiers also mocked Him, 
coming up to Him, offering Him sour 
wine, Ma 27:48 

37 and saying, “IfYou are the King 
of the Jews, save Yourself!” 

38 Now there was also an inscrip- 
tion above Him, “8THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.” — Ma 27:37; Mk 15:26; Jo 19:19 

39 One of the criminals who were 
hanged there was hurling abuse at 
Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? 
Save Yourself and us!” 

40 But the other answered, and re- 
buking him said, “Do you not even 
fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation? 

41 “And we indeed are suffering 
justly, for we are receiving what we 
deserve for our deeds; but this man 
has done nothing wrong.” 

42 And he was saying, “Jesus, re- 
member me when You come ‘in Your 
kingdom!” Or into 

43 And He said to him, “Truly I 
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say to you, today you shall be with Me 
in Paradise.” 2. Co 12:4; Re 2:7 

44 It was now about !the sixth 
hour, and darkness fell over the whole 
land until ‘the ninth hour, 

45 because the sun was obscured; 
and the veil of the temple was torn 
in two. Ex 26:31-33; Ma 27:51 

46 And Jesus, crying out with a 
loud voice, said, “Father, ®inro Your 
HANDS I commit My spirit.” Having 
said this, He breathed His last. ps31:5 

47 RNow when the centurion saw 
what had happened, he began 8prais- 
ing God, saying, “Certainly this man 
was innocent.” Ma 27:54; Mk 15:39 © Ma 9:8 

48 And all the crowds who came 
together for this spectacle, when they 
observed what had happened, began 
to return, beating their breasts. 

49 And all His acquaintances and 
the women who accompanied Him 
from Galilee were standing at a dis- 
tance, seeing these things. 


Jesus Is Buried 

50 And aman named Joseph, who 
was a member of the Council, a good 
and righteous man Mk 15:43 

51 (he had not consented to their 
plan and action), a man from Ari- 
mathea, a city of the Jews, who was 
waiting for the kingdom of God; 

52 this man went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. 

53 And he took it down and 
wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid 
Him in a tomb cut into the rock, 
where no one had ever lain. 

54 It was the preparation day, and 
the Sabbath was about to begin. 

50 Now 8the women who had 
come with Him out of Galilee fol- 
lowed, and saw the tomb and how His 
body was laid. Lk 23:49 

56 Then they returned and pre- 
pared spices and perfumes. 

And on the Sabbath they rested ac- 
cording to the commandment. 


The Resurrection 
2 Pa wes on the first day of the week, 
at early dawn, they came to the 
tomb bringing the spices which they 
had prepared. 
2 And they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, 
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3 but when they entered, they did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

4 While they were perplexed 
about this, behold, two men suddenly 
stood near them in dazzling clothing; 

5 and as the women were terri- 
fied and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why 
do you seek the living One among the 
dead? 

6 “He is not here, but He has 
risen. Remember how He spoke to 
you while He was still in Galilee, 

7 saying that ®the Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the 
third day rise again.” Ma 16:21; Lk 24:46 

8 And ®they remembered His 
words, Jo 2:22 

9 and returned from the tomb 
and reported al] these things to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 

10 Now they were Mary Magda- 
lene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James; also the other 
women with them were telling these 
things to 8the apostles. a 27:56 « Mk 6:30 

11 But these words appeared "to 
them as nonsense, and they would 
not believe them. Lit in their sight © Mk 16:11 

12 But Peter got up and 8ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he 
*saw the linen wrappings only; and he 
went away ®to his home, marveling at 
what had happened. Jo 20:3-6 © Jo 20:10 


The Road to Emmaus 
ae 13 And behold, two of them 
were going that very day to a vil- 
lage named Emmaus, which was 
Fabout seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14 And they were talking with 
each other about all these things 
which had taken place. 

_ 15 While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus Himself approached 
and began traveling with them. 

16 But ®their eyes were prevented 
from recognizing Him. vx 24:31; Jo 20:14: 21:4 

17 And He said to them, “What 
are these words that you are ex- 
changing with one another as you are 
walking?” And they stood still, look- 
ing sad. 

18 One of them, named Cleopas; 
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answered and said to Him, “Are You 
the only one visiting Jerusalem and 
unaware of the things which have 
happened here in these days?” 

19 And He said to them, “What 
things?” And they said to Him, “The 
things about ®Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word in the sight of God and all 
Mk 1:24 ¢ Ma 21:11 
20 and how the chief priests and 


- our rulers delivered Him to the sen- 


tence of death, and crucified Him. 

21 “But we were hoping that it 
was He who was going to ®redeem Is- 
rael. Indeed, besides all this, it is the 
third day since these things hap- 
pened. Lk 1:68 

22 “But also some women among 
us amazed us. "When they were at the 
tomb early in the morning, Lk 24:1 ff 

23 and did not find His body, they 
came, Saying that they had also seen a 
vision of angels who said that He was 
alive. 

24 “Some of those who were with 
us went to the tomb and found it just 
exactly as the women also had said; 
but Him they did not see.” 

25 And He said to them, “O foolish 
men and slow of heart to believe in all 
that the prophets have spoken! 

26 “Was it not necessary for the 
TChrist to suffer these things and to 
enter into His glory?” Le. Messiah 

27 Then beginning ‘with Moses 
and with all the prophets, He ex- 
plained to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scriptures. Lit from 

28 And they approached the vil- 
lage where they were going, and "He 
acted as though He were going far- 
ther. Mk 6:48 

29 But they urged Him, saying, 
“Stay with us, for it is getting toward 
evening, and the day Tis now nearly 
over.” So He went in to stay with 
them. Lit has now declined 

30 When He had reclined at the 
table with them, He took the bread 
and blessed it, and breaking it, He 
began giving it to them. Ma 14:19 

31 Then their 8eyes were opened 
and they recognized Him; and He 
vanished from their sight. Lk 24:16 

32 They said to one another, 
“Were not our hearts burning within 
us while He was speaking to us on the 


LUKE 24:49 


road, while He was ‘explaining the 
Scriptures to us?” Lk 24:45 © Lit opening 

33 And they got up that very hour 
and returned to Jerusalem, and found 
gathered together the eleven and 
Rthose who were with them, Ac 1:14 

_ 34 saying, “The Lord has really 
risen and has appeared to Simon.” 

35 They began to relate "their ex- 
periences on the road and how ®He 
was recognized by them in the break- 
ing of the bread. Lit the things * Lk 24:30f 


Other Appearances 
36 While they were telling these 
things, "He Himself stood in their 
midst and *said to them, “Peace be to 
you.” Mk 16:14 
37 But they were startled and 
frightened and thought that they were 
seeing 8a spirit. Ma 14:26; Mk 6:49 
38 And He said to them, “Why are 
you troubled, and why do doubts arise 
in your Thearts? Lit heart 
39 “RSee My hands and My feet, 
that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, 
for a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.” Jo 20:20, 27 
40 And when He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His feet. 
41 While they still could not be- 
lieve it because of their joy and 
amazement, He said to them, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” Lk 24:11 
42 They gave Him a piece of a 
broiled fish; 
43 and He took it and Rate it be- 
fore them. Ac 10:41 
44 Now He said to them, “These 
are My words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all 
things which are written about Me in 
the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45 Then He opened their ‘minds 
to understand the Scriptures, Lit mina 
46 and He said to them, “®Thus it 
is written, that the 'Christ would suf- 
fer and rise again from the dead the 
third day, Lk 24:26, 44 © Le. Messiah © Lk 24:7 
47 and that repentance for for- 
giveness of sins would be proclaimed 
in His name to Rall the nations, begin- 
ning from Jerusalem. Ma 28:19 
48 “You are witnesses of these 
thi 


ings. 
49 “And behold, ®I am sending 
forth the promise of My Father upon 
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you; but 8you are to stay in the city 
until you are clothed with power from 
on high.” Jo 14:26 © Ac 1:4 


The Ascension 

50 And He led them out as far as 
RBethany, and He lifted up His hands 
and blessed them. Ma 21:17; Ac 1:12 
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51 While He was blessing them, 
He parted from them and was carried 
up into heaven. 

52 And they, after worshiping 
Him, returned to Jerusalem with great 


joy, 
53 and were continually in the 
temple ‘praising God. Lit blessing 


JOHN 


Jesus nicknamed John and his 
- brother, James, “Sons_ of 
Thunder” (Mk 3:47). John was 
evidently among the Galileans 
who followed John the Baptist 
until they were called to follow 
Jesus at the outset of His pub- 
lic ministry. These Galileans 
were later called to become 
full-time disciples of the Lord 
(Lk 5:1-11), and John was 
among the twelve men who 
were selected to be apostles 
(Lk 6:12-16). The author of 
this Gospel is identified only 
as the disciple “whom Jesus 
loved” (Jo 13:23; 19:26; 
21:7), but attention to detail 
concerning geography and 
Jewish culture in the Gospel 
lend credibility to the author's 
claim to be an eyewitness. 
The strong testimony of the 
early church relates this eye- 
witness to the apostle John. 


Time: C. A.D. 29-33 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
Rthe Word was God. Ph 2:6 
2 THe was in the beginning with 
od. Lit This one 
3 RAIl things came into being 
through Him, and apart from Him 
nothing came into being that has come 
into being. Jo 1:10; 1 Co 8:6; Col 1:16; He 1:2 
' 4 RIn Him was life, and the life 
was the Light of men. Jo 5:26; 11:25; 14:6 
5 RThe Light shines in the dark- 
ness, and the darkness did not *com- 
prehend it. Jo 3:19 


The Witness John 
6 There fcame a man sent from 
God, whose name was ®John. — Ma3:1 
7 He came as a witness, to testify 
about the Light, ®so that all might be- 
lieve through him. © © Jo 1:12; Ac 19:4; Ga 3:26 


Key Verse: Jo 20:30-31 


Theme: John is a great book for new or 
young Christians because it 
intentionally helps the reader 
understand the significance of 
Jesus. What becomes _in- 
creasingly clear as you read 
the Gospel of John is that 
Jesus does not fit the image of 
someone who is simply a nice 
moral teacher. Only a lunatic 
would make the claims he 
makes for himself unless he 
was who he said he was. John 
leaves no room for indecision. 
Like the many people Jesus 
encounters in the book, as 
you read, you must either re- 
ject him or accept him, and 
say in the end like Thomas: 
“My Lord and my. God” 
(20:28). This Gospel is an in- 
credibly powerful presentation 
of Jesus. 


8 RHe was not the Light, but he 
came to testify about the Light. Jo 1.20 
9 There was the true Light 
Fwhich, coming into the world, en- 
lightens every man. 1 Jo 2:8 
10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through Him, and 
the world did not know Him. 
Pie 11 He came to His ‘own, and 
those who were His own did not 
receive Him. 

12 But as many as received Him, 
to them He gave the right to become 
Rchildren of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, Jo 11:52; Ga 3:26 

13. who were "born, not of blood 


Y% 11-4 1:5 Or overpower 1:6 Or came into 
being 1:9 Or which enlightens every person coming 
into the world 3% 1:11-12 1:11 Or own things, 
possessions, domain 
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nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. Or begotten 


The Word Made Flesh 

14 And "the Word became flesh, 
and ®dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and 
Rtruth. Re 19:13 © Re 21:3 © Jo 8:32: 14:6; 18:37 

15 John *8testified about Him and 
cried out, saying, “This was He of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
has a higher rank than I, for He ex- 
isted before me,” —Jo1:7* Ma 3:11; Jo 1:27, 30 

16 For of His ®fullness we have 
all received, and grace upon 
grace. Ep 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col 1:19; 2:9 

17 For the Law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth were realized 
through Jesus Christ. 

18 No one has seen God at any 
time; the only begotten God who is ®in 
the bosom of the Father, ®He has ex- 
plained Him. Lk 16:22; Jo 13:23 ¢ Jo 3:11 


The Testimony of John 

19 This is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent to him priests and 
Levites ®from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” Jo 1:7 ¢ Ma 15:1 

20 And he confessed and did not 
deny, but confessed, “®I am not 'the 
Christ.” Lk 3:15f; Jo 3:28 © Le. the Messiah 

21 They asked him, “What then? 
Are you ®Elijah?” And he *said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” Ma 11:14; 16:14 

22 Then they said to him, “Who 
are you, so that we may give an an- 
swer to those who sent us? What do 
you say about yourself?” 

23 He said, “I am A VOICE OF ONE 
CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE 
STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LorD,’ as Isa- 
iah the prophet said.” 

24 Now they had been sent from 
the Pharisees. 

_25 They asked him, and said to 
him, “Why then are you baptizing, if 
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 
Rthe Prophet?” _ pe 18:15, 18; Ma 21:11: Jo 1:21 

26 John answered them saying, “I 
baptize ‘in water, but among you 
stands One whom you do not know. 

27 “It is "He who comes after me, 
the thong of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” Ma 3:11; Jo 1:30 

28 These things took place in 
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Bethany ®beyond the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing. Jo 3:26; 10:40 

29 The next day he *saw Jesus 
coming to him and “said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God who &takes away the sin 
of the world! Ma 1:21; 1 Jo 3:5 

30 “This is He on behalf of whom 
I said, ‘““After me comes a Man who 
has a higher rank than I, 8for He ex- 
isted before me.’ Ma 3:11; Jo 1:27 

31 “I did not recognize Him, but so 
that He might be manifested to Israel, 
I came baptizing fin water.” 

32 John &testified saying, “®I have 
seen the Spirit descending as a dove 
out of heaven, and He remained upon 
Him. Jo 1:7 © Ma 3:16; Mk 1:10; Lk 3:22 

33 “I did not recognize THim, but 
He who sent me to baptize fin water 
said to me, ‘He upon whom you see 
the Spirit descending and remaining 
upon Him, this is the One who bap- 
tizes in the Holy Spirit.’ I.e. as the Messiah 

34 “I myself have seen, and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.” 


Jesus’ Public Ministry, First 
Converts 

35 Again the next day John was 
standing with two of his disciples, 

36 and he looked at Jesus as He 
walked, and *said, “Behold, ®the 
Lamb of God!” Jo 1:29 

37 The two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus. 

38 And Jesus turned and saw 
them following, and *said to them, 
“What do you seek?” They said to 
Him, “Rabbi (which translated 
means Teacher), where are You stay- 
ing?” Ma 23:7f; Jo 1:49 
39 He *said to them, “Come, and 
you will see.” So they came and saw 
where He was staying; and they 
stayed with Him that day, for it was 
about the tenth hour. 

40 One of the two who heard John 
speak and followed Him, was An- 
drew, Simon Peter’s brother. 

_41 He *found first his own brother 
Simon and *said to him, “We have 
found the ®Messiah” (which trans- 
lated means Christ). Da 9:25; Jo 4:25 


% 1:16-17 1:26 The Gr here can be translated in, 
with or by 1:31 The Gr here can be translated 

in, with or by 1:33 The Gr here can be translated 
in, with or by 1:39 Perhaps 10 a.m. (Roman time) 
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42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
lnoked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John; you shall be 
called Cephas” (which is translated 
RPeter). Ma 16:17; Jo 21:15-17 * Ma 16:18 

43 The next day He purposed to 
go into Galilee, and He “found Philip. 
And Jesus *said to him, “Follow Me.” 

44 Now Philip was from Beth- 
saida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 

45 Philip found Nathanael and 
*said to him, “We have “found Him of 
whom ®Moses in the Law and also the 
Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.” Lk 24:27 

46 Nathanael *said to him, “®Can 
any good thing come out of 

- Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 
and see.” Jo 7:41, 52 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to 
_ Him, and *said of him, “Behold, an 
RIsraelite indeed, in whom there <3 “ 
deceit!” 

48 Nathanael said to Him, ee a 
do You know me?” Jesus answered and 
*said to him, “Before ®Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, 
Isaw you.” Ma 10:3; Jo 1:44-48; 6:5, 7; 12:21f; 14:8f 

49 Nathanael answered Him, 
“RRabbi, You are 8the Son of God; You 
are the King of Israel.” Jo 1:38 © Jo 1:34 

50 Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Because | said to you that I saw 
you under the fig tree, do you believe? 
You will see greater things than 
these.” 

51 And He *said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, you will see the 
heavens opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on 
Rthe Son of Man.” Ge 28:12 * Ma 8:20 


Miracle at Cana 

»g J deo the third day there was a 
“ys wedding in Cana of Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there; 

2 and both Jesus and His disci- 
ples were invited to the wedding. 

3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus *said to Him, “They 
have no wine.” 

4 And Jesus “*said to her, 
“Woman, what does that have to do 
with us? My hour has not yet come.” 

5 His ®mother *said to the ser- 
vants, “Whatever He says to you, do 
it.” Ma 12:46 
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6 Now there were six stone wa- 
terpots set there for the Jewish cus- 
tom of purification, containing twenty 
or thirty gallons each. 

7 Jesus *said to them, “Fill the 
waterpots with water.” So they filled 
them up to the brim. 

8 And He *said to them, “Draw 
some out now and take it to the "head- 
waiter.” So they took it to him. 

9 When the headwaiter tasted 
the water which had become wine, 
and did not Know where it came from 
(but the servants who had drawn the 
water knew), the headwaiter *called 
the bridegroom, Jo 4:46 

10 and *said to him, “Every man 
serves the good wine first, and when 
the people have drunk freely, then he 
serves the poorer wine; but you have 
kept the good wine until now.” 

11 This beginning of His signs 
Jesus did in Cana of ®Galilee, and 
manifested His ®glory, and His disci- 
ples believed in Him. Jo 1:43 © Jo 1:14 

12 After this He went down to 
RCapernaum, He and His mother and 
His brothers and His disciples; and 
they stayed there a few days. = Ma 4:13 


First Passover—Cleansing the 
Temple 

13 ®The Passover of the Jews was 
near, and Jesus went up. to 
Jerusalem. De 16:1-6; Jo 5:1; 6:4; 11:55 

14 And He found in the temple 
those who were selling oxen and 
sheep and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. 

15 And He made a scourge of 
cords, and drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and the oxen; 
and He poured out the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their 
tables; 

16 and to those who were selling 
Rthe doves He said, “Take these things 
away; stop making My Father’s house 
a place of business.” Ma 21:12 

17 His disciples remembered that 
it was written, “RZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE 
WILL CONSUME ME.” Jo 2:2 © Ps 69:9 

18 The Jews then said to Him, 
“What sign do You show us as your 
authority for doing these things?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy 


$9:1-11 2:8 Or steward 
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this 'temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” Or sanctuary 

20 The Jews then said, “It took 
forty-six years to build this temple, 
and will You raise it up in three days?” 

21 But He was speaking of ®the 
Ttemple of His body. 1Co6:19¢ Or sanctuary 

22 So when He was raised from 
the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He said this; and they believed 
the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had spoken. Lk 24:8; Jo 2:17; 12:16; 14:26 

23 Now when He _ was in 
Jerusalem at the Passover, during the 
feast, many believed in His name, ®ob- 
serving His signs which He was 
doing. Jo 2:13 © Jo 2:11 

24 But Jesus, on His part, was not 
entrusting Himself to them, for "He 
knew all men, Ac 1:24; 15:8 

25 and because He did not need 
anyone to testify concerning man, 
Rfor He Himself knew what was in 
man. Ma 9:4; Jo 1:42, 47; 6:61, 64; 13:11 


The New Birth 
Now there was a man of the Phar- 
isees, named ®Nicodemus, a fruler 
of the Jews; — Jo 7:50; 19:39 * Lk 23:13: Jo 7:26, 48 

2 this man came to Jesus by 
night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You have come from God 
as a teacher; for no one can do these 
Rsigns that You do unless God is with 
him.” Ma 23:7; Jo 3:26 © Jo 2:11 
y* 3 Jesus answered and said to 

him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born tagain he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” — or from above 
Nicodemus *said to Him, “How 

can a man be born when he is old? He 
cannot enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

6 “kThat which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Jo 1:13; 1 Co 15:50 

7 “Do not be amazed that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8 “The wind blows where it 
wishes and you hear the sound of it, 
but do not know where it comes from 
and where it is going; so is everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” 
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9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How 
can these things be?” oO 

10 Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel 
and do not understand these things? 

11 “Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know and &testify 
of what we have seen, and ®you do not 
accept our testimony. Jo 3:32 © Jo 3:32 

12 “If told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you be- 
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 

13 “No one has ascended into 
heaven, but SHe who descended from 
heaven: the Son of Man. —_ Jo 3:31; 6:38, 42 

14 “As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up; 

15 so that whoever ‘believes will 
in Him have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. 

17 “For God did not send the Son 
into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through 
Him. Lk 19:10; Jo 8:15; 12:47; 1. Jo 4:14 

18 “RHe who believes in Him is not 
judged; he who does not believe has 
been judged already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. Mk 16:16; Jo 5:24 

19 “This is the judgment, that the 
Light has come into the world, and 
men loved the darkness rather than 
the Light, for their deeds were evil. 

20 “For everyone who does evil 
hates the Light, and does not come to 
the Light for fear that his deeds will 
be exposed. Jo 3:20, 21; Ep 5:11, 13 

21 “But he who &practices the 
truth comes to the Light, so that his 
deeds may be manifested as having 
been wrought in God.” 1 Jo 1:6 


John’s Last Testimony 
22 After these things Jesus and 
His ®disciples came into the land of 
Judea, and there He was spending 
time with them and baptizing. — o22 
23 John also was baptizing in 
Aenon near Salim, because there was 
much water there; and people were 
coming and were being baptized— 


Y 3:3-7' Y% 3:14-18 3:15 Or believes in Him 
will have eternal life 
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24 for John had not yet been 
thrown into prison. 

25 Therefore there arose a discus- 
sion on the part of John’s disciples 
with a Jew about purification. —Jo2:6 

26 And they came to John and 
said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with 
you Rbeyond the J ordan, to whom you 
have testified, behold, He i is baptizing 
and all are coming to Him.” Jo 1:28 

27 John answered and said, “A 
man can receive nothing unless it has 
been given him from heaven. 

28 “You yourselves Tare my wit- 
nesses that I said, ‘81 am not the 
TChrist, but, ‘I have been sent ahead 
Of Him.’ Lit testify for me * Jo 1:20, 23 « Le. Messiah 

29 “He who has the bride is ®the 
bridegroom; but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly because of the 
bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of 
mine has been made full. Ma 9:15; 25:1 

30 “He must increase, but I must 
decrease. 

31 “8He who comes from above is 
above all, She who is of the earth is 
from the earth and speaks of the earth. 
He who comes from heaven is above 
all. Ma 28:18; Jo 3:13; 8:23 © 1 Co 15:47; 1 Jo 4:5 

32 “What He has seen and heard, 
of that He ®testifies; and ®no one re- 
ceives His testimony. Jo 3:11 ¢ Jo 3:11 

33 “He who has received His testi- 
mony has set his seal to this, that God 
is true. 

34 “For He whom God has sent 
speaks the words of God; for He gives 
the Spirit without measure. 

35 “The Father loves the Son and 
has given all things into His hand. 

36 “He who believes in the Son 

has eternal life; but he who does 
not obey the Son will not see life, but 
the wrath of God abides on him.” 


Jesus Goes to Galilee 
Therefore when ®the Lord knew 
that the Pharisees had heard that 
Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John Lk 7:13 
2 (although Jesus Himself was 
not baptizing, but His disciples 
were), Jo 3:22, 26: 1 Co 1:17 # Jo 2:2 
3 He left KJudea and went away 
Ragain into Galilee. Jo 3:22 © Jo 2:11f 
4 And He had to pass through 
RSamaria. Lk 9:52 
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5 So He *came to a city of 
RSamaria called Sychar, near ®the 
parcel of ground that Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph; Lk 9:52 © Ge 33:19: Jos 24:32 

6 and Jacob’s well was there. So 
“Jesus, being wearied from His 
journey, was sitting thus by the well. It 
was about Fthe sixth hour. 


The Woman of Samaria 

7 There *came a woman of 
Samaria to draw water. Jesus “said to 
her, “Give Me a drink.” 

8 For His 8disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food. = 4022 

9 Therefore the ®Samaritan 
woman *said to Him, “How is it that 
You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink 
since Iam a Samaritan woman?” (For 
RJews have no dealings with Samari- 
tans.) Lk 9:52 ¢ Ez 4:3-6, 11ff; Ma 10:5; Jo 8:48; Ac 10:28 

10 Jesus answered and said to her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who 
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a 
drink,’ you would have asked Him, 
and He would have given you living 
water.” —_ Je 2:13: Jo 4:14: 7:37: Re 7:17; 21:6; 22:1, 17 

11 She *said to Him, “'Sir, You 
have nothing to draw with and the 
well is deep; where then do You get 
that living water? Or Lord 

12 “You are not greater than our 
father Jacob, are You, who ®gave us 
the well, and drank of it himself and 
his sons and his cattle?” Jo 4:6 

13 Jesus answered and said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will thirst again; 

14 but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I will give 
him will become in him a well of 
water springing up to eternal life.” 

15 The woman *said to Him, “Sir, 
Rgive me this water, so I will not be 
thirsty nor come all the way here to 
draw.” Or Lord ¢ Jo 6:35 

16 He *said to her, “Go, call your 
husband and come here.” 

17 The woman answered and 
said, “I have no husband.” Jesus *said 
to her, “You have correctly said, ‘I 
have no husband’; 

18 for you have had five hus- 
bands, and the one whom you now 


Y% 3:36 3% 4:6 4:6 Perhaps 6 p.m. Roman time 
or noon Jewish time 3 4:13-14 2% 4:16-17 
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have is not your husband; this you 
have said truly.” 

19 The woman *said to Him, “Sir, I 
perceive that You are aprophet. 

20 “Our fathers worshiped in this 
mountain, and you people say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship.” Ge 33:20: Jo 4:12 

21 Jesus *said to her, “Woman, 
believe Me, 8an hour is coming 
when fneither in this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Fa- 
ther. Jo 4:23; 5:25, 28; 16:2, 32 « Mal 1:11; 1 Ti 2:8 

22 “RYou worship what you do not 
Know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 2 ki 17:28-41 

23 “But Ran hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be 
His worshipers. Jo 4:21; 5:25, 28; 16:2, 32 

24 “God is ‘spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship 8in spirit 
and truth.” Or Spirit * Ph 3:3 

25 The woman *said to Him, “I 
know that Messiah is coming (RHe 
who is called Christ); when that One 
comes, He will declare all things to 
us.” Da 9:25; Jo 1:41 © Ma 1:16; 27:17, 22; Lk 2:11 

26 Jesus *said to her, “8I who speak 
to you am He.” Jo 8:24, 28, 58; 9:37; 13:19 

27 At this point His disciples 
came, and they were amazed that He 
had been speaking with a woman, yet 
no one said, “What do You seek?” or, 
“Why do You speak with her?” Jo 4: 
y* 28 So the woman left her water- 

pot, and went into the city and 
*said to the men, 

29 “Come, see a man ®who told 
me all the things that I have done; this 
is not the Christ, is it?” Jo 4:17f 

30 They went out of the city, and 
were coming to Him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were 
urging Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 

32 But He said to them, “I have 
food to eat that you do not know 
about.” 

33 So the disciples were saying to 
one another, “No one brought Him 
anything to eat, did he?” 

34 Jesus *said to them, “My food 
is to Xdo the will of Him who sent Me 
and to accomplish His work. Jo 5:30; 6:38 

3. “Do you not say, ‘There are yet 
four months, and then comes the har- 
vest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your 
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eyes and look on the fields, that they 
are white ®for harvest. Ma 9:37, 38; Lk 10:2 

36 “Already he who reaps is re- 
ceiving kwages and is gathering fruit 
for life eternal; so that he who sows 
and he who reaps may rejoice to- 
gether. Pr 11:18; 1 Co 9:17f © Ro 1:13 

37 “For in this case the saying is 
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 

38 “I sent you to reap that for 
which you have not labored; others 
have labored and you have entered 
into their labor.” 


The Samaritans 

39 From &that city many of the 
Samaritans believed in Him because 
of the word of the woman who testi- 
fied, “8He told me all the things that I 
have done.” Jo 4:5, 30 © Jo 4:29 

40 So when the Samaritans came 
to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay 
with them; and He stayed there two 
days. 

41 Many more believed because 
of His word; 
yw 42 and they were saying to the 

woman, “It is no longer because 

of what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves and 
know that this One is indeed the Sav- 
ior of the world.” 

43 After the two days He went 
forth from there into Galilee. Jo 4:40 

44 For Jesus Himself testified that 
Ra prophet has no honor in his own 
country. Ma 13:57; Mk 6:4; Lk 4:24 

45 So when He came to Galilee, 
the Galileans received Him, 8having 
seen all the things that He did in 
Jerusalem at the feast; for they them- 
selves also went to the feast. Jo 2:23 


Healing a Nobleman’s Son 
og 46 Therefore He came again to 
RCana of Galilee }where He had 
made the water wine. And there was a 
royal official whose son was sick at 
RCapernaum. Jo 2:1 © Jo 2:9 © Lk 4:23: Jo 2:12 
47 When he heard that Jesus had 
come out of Judea into Galilee, he 
went to Him and was imploring Him 
to come down and heal his son; for he 
was at the point of death. Jo 4:3, 54 
48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless 
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you people see signs and. wonders, 
you simply will not believe.” 

49 The royal official *said to Him, 
“TSir, come down before my child 
dies. » Or Lord 

50 Jesus *said to him, “®Go; your 
son lives.” The man believed the word 
that Jesus spoke to him and started 
off. Ma 8:13 

51 As he was now going down, his 
slaves met him, saying that his ‘son 
was living. Or boy 

52 So he inquired of them the 
hour when he began to get better. 
Then they said to him, “Yesterday at 
the ‘seventh hour the fever left him.” 

53 So the father knew that it was 
at that hour in which Jesus said to 
him, “Your son lives”; and he himself 
believed and his whole household. 

54 This is again a 8second sign 
that Jesus performed when He had 
come out of Judea into Galilee. Jo2:11 


The Healing at Bethesda 

ad end these things there was 8a 
Ly feast of the Jews, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. De 16:1; Jo 2:13 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by 
Rthe sheep gate a pool, which is called 
in Hebrew Bethesda, having five por- 
ticoes. Ne 3:1, 32; 12:39 « Le. Jewish Aramaic 

3 In these lay a multitude of 
those who were sick, blind, lame, and 
withered, [waiting for the moving of 
the waters; 

4 for an angel of the Lord went 
down at certain seasons into the pool 
and stirred up the water; whoever 
then first, after the stirring up of the 
water, stepped in was made well from 
whatever disease with which he was 
afflicted. ] 

5 Aman was there who had been 
Till for thirty-eight years. Lit in his sickness 

6 When Jesus saw him lying 
there, and knew that he had already 
been a long time in that condition, He 
*said to him, “Do you wish to get 
well?” 

7 The sick man answered Him, 
“Sir, Ihave no man to put me into the 
pool when ®the water is stirred up, but 
while I am coming, another steps 
down before me.” Jo 5:4 

8 Jesus *said to him, “Get up, 
pick up your pallet and walk.” 

9 Immediately the man became 


JOHN 5:21 


well, and picked up his pallet and 
began to walk. 

Des it was the Sabbath on that 

Jo 9:14 

%0 So ®the Jews were saying to the 
man who was cured, “It is the Sab- 
bath, and it is not permissible for you 
to carry your pallet.” Jo. 1:19; 5:15, 16, 18 

11 But he answered them, “He 
who made me well was the one who 
said to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and 
walk,” 

12 They asked him, “Who is the 
man who said to you, ‘Pick up your 
pallet and walk’?” 

13. But the man who was healed 
did not know who it was, for Jesus 
had slipped away while there was a 
crowd in that place. 

14 Afterward Jesus *found him in 
the temple and said to him, “Behold, 
you have become well; do not ®sin 
anymore, so that nothing worse hap- 
pens to you.” Mk 2:5; Jo 8:11 © Ez 9:14 

15 The man went away, and told 
Rthe Jews that it was Jesus who had 
made him well. Jo 1:19; 5:16, 18 

16 For this reason the Jews were 
persecuting Jesus, because He was 
doing these things on the Sabbath. 

17 But He answered them, “My 
Father is working until now, and I My- 
self am working.” 


Jesus’ Equality with God 
18 For this reason therefore ®the 
Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
Him, because He not only was break- 
ing the Sabbath, but also was calling 
God His own Father, making Himself 
equal with God. Jo 1:19; 5:15, 16 
19 Therefore Jesus answered and 
was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, the Son can do nothing of 
Himself, unless it is something He 
sees the Father doing; for whatever 
Tthe Father does, these things the Son 
also does in like manner. Lit that One 
20 “For the Father loves the Son, 
and shows Him all things that He 
Himself is doing; and the Father will 
show Him greater works than these, 
so that you will marvel. 
21 “For just as the Father raises 
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the dead and &gives them life, even so 
Rthe Son also gives life to whom He 
wishes. Ro 4:17; 8:11 © Jo 11:25 
22 “For not even the Father judges 
anyone, but 8He has given all judg- 
ment to the Son, — Jo 5:27; 9:39; Ac 10:42; 17:31 
23 so that all will honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father. He who 
does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father who sent Him. 
24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who hears My word, and ®be- 
lieves Him who sent Me, has eternal 
life, and does not come into judg- 
ment, but has passed out of death into 
life. Jo 3:18; 12:44; 20:31; 1 Jo 5:13 © Jo 3:18 


Two Resurrections 

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an 
hour is coming and now is, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live. 

26 “For just as the Father has life 
in Himself, even so He gave to the Son 
also to have life in Himself; 

27 and He gave Him authority to 
Rexecute judgment, because He is the 
Son of Man. Jo 9:39; Ac 10:42; 17:31 

28 “Do not marvel at this; for 8an 
hour is coming, in which all who are in 
the tombs will hear His voice, —_Jo 4:21 

29 and will come forth; "those 
who did the good deeds to a resurrec- 
tion of life, those who committed the 
evil deeds to a resurrection of judg- 
ment. Da 12:2; Ma 25:46; Ac 24:15 

30 “®I can do nothing on My own 
initiative. As I hear, I judge; and }My 
judgment is just, because I do not 
seek My own will, but 8the will of Him 
who sent Me. Jo 5:19 © Jo 8:16 © Jo 4:34; 6:38 

31 “8If I alone testify about My- 
self, My testimony is not true. Jo 8:14 

32 “There is another who testifies 
of Me, and I know that the testimony 
which He gives about Me is true. Jo 5:37 


Witness of John 

33 “You have sent to John, and he 
has testified to the truth. 

34 “But the testimony which I re- 
ceive is not from man, but I say these 
things so that you may be saved. 

35 “He was 8the lamp that was 
burning and was shining and you 
Rwere willing to rejoice for ‘a while in 
his light. 2$a21:17;2 Pe 1:19 * Mk 1:5 Lit an hour 
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Witness of Works 

36 “But the testimony which I 
have is greater than the testimony of 
John; for the works which the Father 
has given Me to accomplish—the very 
works that I do—testify about Me, 
that the Father has sent Me. 


Witness of the Father 
37 “And the Father who sent Me, 
He has testified of Me. You have 
neither heard His voice at any time 
nor seen His form. 
38 “You do not have RHis word 
abiding in you, for you do not believe 
Him whom He BEsent. 1 Jo 2:14 ¢ Jo 3:17 


Witness of the Scripture 
39 “FYou search the Scriptures 
: because you think that in them 
you have eternal life; it is kthese that 
testify about Me; Lk 24:25, 27; Ac 13:27 
0 and you are unwilling to come 
to Me so that you may have life. 

41 “8] do not receive glory from 
men; Jo 5:44; 7:18; 1 Th 2:6 

42 but I know you, that you do 
not have the love of God in your- 
Selves. 

43 “I have come in My Father’s 
name, and you do not receive Me; if 
another comes in his own name, you 
will receive him. Ma 24:5 

44 “How can you believe, when 
you ®receive glory from one another 
and you do not seek the glory that is 
from the one and only God? Jo 5:41 

45 “Do not think that I will accuse 
you before the Father; the one who ac- 
cuses you is ®Moses, in whom you 
have set your hope. Jo 9:28; Ro 2:17ff 

46 “For if you believed Moses, you 
would believe Me, for She wrote about 

e. Lk 24:27 

47 “But if you do not believe his 
writings, how will you believe My 
words?” Lk 16:29, 31 


Five Thousand Fed 
a7 After these things Jesus went 
away to the other side of the 
Sea of Galilee (or ®Tiberias). Jo 6:23: 21:1 
2 A large crowd followed Him, 
because they saw the "signs which He 
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was performing on those who were 
sick. Or attesting miracles 
3 Then ®Jesus went up on the 
mountain, and there He sat down with 
His disciples. Ma 5:1; Mk 3:13; Lk 6:12; 9:28; Jo 6:15 
4 Now &the Passover, the feast of 
the Jews, was near. De 16:1; Jo 2:13 
5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His 
eyes and seeing that a large crowd 
was coming to Him, *said to ®Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread, so that 
these may eat?” Jo 1:43 
_ 6 This He was saying to "test 
him, for He Himself knew what He 
was intending to do. 2 Co 13:5; Re 2:2 
7 ®Philip answered Him, “8Two 
hundred Fdenarii worth of bread is 
not sufficient for them, for everyone 
to receive a little.” Jo 1:43 « Mk 6:37 
8 One of His disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, *said to Him, 
9 “There is a lad here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish, but 
what are these for so many people?” 
10 Jesus said, “Have the people 
Tsit down.” Now there was ®much 
grass in the place. So the men ‘sat 
down, in number about ®five thou- 
sand. Lit recline(d) « Mk 6:39 « Lit recline(d) ¢ Ma 14:21 
11 Jesus then took the loaves, and 
Rhaving given thanks, He distributed 
to those who were seated; likewise 
also of the "fish as much as they 
wanted. Ma 15:36; Jo 6:23 ¢ Jo 6:9; 21:9, 10, 13 
12 When they were filled, He *said 
to His disciples, “Gather up the left- 
over fragments so that nothing will be 
lost.” Jo 2:2 
13 So they gathered them up, and 
filled twelve ®baskets with fragments 
from the five barley loaves which 
were left over by those who had 
eaten. Ma 14:20 
14 Therefore when the people saw 
the sign which He had performed, 
they said, “This is truly the Prophet 
who is to come into the world.” 


Jesus Walks on the Water 

15 So Jesus, perceiving that they 
were ‘intending to come and take 
Him by force *to make Him king, 
withdrew again to 8the mountain by 
Himself alone. Or about * Jo 18:36f © Jo 6:3 

16 Now when evening came, His 
ps disciples went down to the sea, 

17 and after getting into a boat, 
they started to cross the sea to Ca- 
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pernaum. It had already become dark, 
and Jesus had not yet come to them. 

18 The sea began to be stirred up 
because a strong wind was blowing. 

19 Then, when they had rowed 
about "three or four miles, they *saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and drawing 
near to the boat; and they were fright- 
ened. Lit 25 or 30 stadia 

20 But He *said to them, “It is I; 
Rdo not be afraid.” Ma 14:27 

21 So they were willing to receive 
Him into the boat, and immediately 
the boat was at the land to which they 
were going. 

22 The next day the crowd that 
stood on the other side of the sea saw 
that there was no other small boat 
there, except one, and that Jesus Shad 
not entered with His disciples into the 
boat, but that His disciples had gone 
away alone. Jo 6:2 © Jo 6:15ff 

23 There came other small boats 
from Tiberias near to the place 
where they ate the bread after the 
RLord had given thanks. = Jo6:1°Lk7:13 

24 So when the crowd saw that 
Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, 
they themselves got into the small 
boats, and 8came to Capernaum seek- 
ing Jesus. Ma 14:34; Mk 6:53; Jo 6:17, 59 

25 When they found Him on the 
other side of the sea, they said to Him, 
“Rabbi, when did You get here?” 


Words to the People 

26 Jesus answered them and said, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you ®seek 
Me, not because you saw &signs, but 
because you ate of the loaves and 
were filled. Jo 6:24 © Jo 6:2, 14,30 

27 “Do not ®work for the food 
which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to ®eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give to you, for 
on Him the Father, God, has set His 
seal.” — 1s55:2 © Jo 3:15f; 4:14; 6:40, 47, 54; 10:28; 17:2f 

28 Therefore they said to Him, 
“What shall we do, so that we may 
work the works of God?” 

29 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “This is 8the work of God, that 
you believe in Him whom He ®has 
sent.” 1 Th 1:3; Jam 2:22; 1 Jo 3:23; Re 2:26 © Jo 3:17 

30 So they said to Him, “*What 
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then do You do for a ®sign, so that we 
may see, and believe You? What work 
do You perform? Ma 12:38 ¢ Jo 6:2, 14, 26 

31 “ROur fathers ate the manna in 
the wilderness; as it is written, ‘HE 
GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO 
EAT.’” Ex 16:4, 15, 21; Nu 11:8; Jo 6:49, 58 

32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who 
has given you the bread out of 
heaven, but it is My Father who gives 
you the true bread out of heaven. 

33 “For the bread of God is ‘that 
which comes down out of heaven, 
and gives life to the world.” Jo 6:41, 50 

34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, 
always give us this bread.” Jo 4:15 

35 Jesus said to them, “8 am the 
bread of life; he who comes to 
Me will not hunger, and he who be- 
lieves in Me will never thirst. Jo 6:48, 51 

36 “But I said to you that you have 

seen Me, and yet do not believe. 
37 “All that the Father gives Me 
will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me | will certainly not 
cast out. Jo 6:39; 17:2, 24 

38 “For 8] have come down from 
heaven, not to do My own will, but the 
will of Him who sent Me. Jo 3:13 

39 “This is the will of Him who 
sent Me, that of ®all that He has given 
Me I 8lose nothing, but raise it up on 
the last day. Jo 6:37; 17:2, 24 © Jo 17:12; 18:9 

40 “For this is the will of My Fa- 
ther, that everyone who beholds 
the Son and believes in Him will 
have eternal life, and I Myself will 
raise him up on the last day.” Jo 3:16 


Words to the Jews 
41 Therefore the Jews were 
grumbling about Him, because He 
said, “I am the bread that .came down 
out of heaven.” Jo 1:19; 6:52 © Jo 6:33, 51, 58 
42 They were saying, “Is not this 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother ®we know? How does He 
now Say, I have come down out of 
heaven’?” Lk 4:22 © Jo 7:27f © Jo 6:38, 62 
43 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Do not grumble among your- 
selves. 
y* 44 “No one can come to Me un- 
less the Father who sent Me 
®draws him; and I will raise him up on 
the last day. Je 31:3; Ho 11:4; Jo 6:65; 12:32 
45 “It is written in the prophets, 
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‘AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF 
Gop.’.Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father, comes to Me. 

46 “8Not that anyone has seen the 
Father, except the One who is from 
God; He has seen the Father. Jo 1:18 

47. “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who believes has eternal life. 

48 “87 am the bread of life. Jo 6:35, 51 

49 “RYour fathers ate the manna in 
the wilderness, and they died. Jo 6:31,58 

50 “This is the bread which 
comes down out of heaven, so 
that one may eat of it and not die. 

51 “I am the living bread that 
came down out of heaven; if anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live forever; 
and the bread also which I will give 
for the life of the world is My flesh.” 

52 Then the Jews began to argue 
with one another, saying, “How can 
this man give us His flesh to eat?” 

53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, 
truly, l say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of 8the Son of Man and drink 
His blood, you have no life in your- 
Selves. Ma 8:20; Jo 6:27, 62 

54 “He who eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood has eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last day. 

5. “For My flesh is true food, and 
My blood is true drink. 

56. “He who eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood ®abides in Me, and I 
in him. Jo 15:4f; 17:23; 1 Jo 2:24; 3:24; 4:15£ 

07 “As the ®living Father sent Me, 
and I live because of the Father, so he 
who eats Me, he also will live because 
of Me. Ma 16:16; Jo 5:26 ¢ Jo 3:17; 6:29, 38 

08 “This is the bread which came 
down out of heaven; not as the fathers 
ate and died; he who eats this bread 
will live forever.” Jo 6:33, 41, 51 


Words to the Disciples 
59 These things He said Rin the 
synagogue as He taught ®in Caper- 
naum. Ma 4:23 ¢ Jo 6:24 
60 Therefore many of His 8disci- 
ples, when they heard this said, “®This 
is a difficult statement; who can listen 
to it?” Jo 2:2; 6:66; 7:3 * Jo 6:52 
_ 61 But Jesus, 8conscious that His 
disciples grumbled at this, said to 
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them, “Does this kcause you to stum- 
ble? Jo 6:64 © Ma 11:6 
62.“ What then if you see ®the Son 

of Man ascending to where He was 
before? Ma 8:20; Jo 6:27, 53 ¢ Mk 16:19; Jo 3:13 
63 “8It is the Spirit who gives 

life; the flesh profits nothing; 

Rthe words that I have spoken to you 
are spirit and are life. 2 Co 3:6 © Jo 6:68 
64 “But there are ®some of you 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew 
from the beginning who they were 
who did not believe, and who it was 
that would betray Him. Jo 6:60, 66 « Jo 2:25 
65 And He was saying, “For this 
reason I have 8said to you, that no one 
can come to Me unless it has been 
granted him from the Father.” Jo 6:37, 44 


Peter’s Confession of Faith 
66 As a result of this many of His 
Rdisciples withdrew and were not 
walking with Him anymore. — Jo2:2;7:3 
67 So Jesus said to ®the twelve, 
“You do not want to go away also, do 
you?” Ma 10:2; Jo 2:2; 6:70f; 20:24 
68 Simon Peter answered Him, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
Rwords of eternal life. —_Jo 6:63; 12:49; 17:8 
_ 69. “We have believed and have 
come to know that You are ®the Holy 
One of God.” Mk 1:24; 8:29; Lk 9:20 
70 Jesus answered them, “Did I 
Myself not choose you, the twelve, 
and yet one of you is a devil?” 
71 Now He meant Judas the son 
of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the 
twelve, was going to betray Him. 


Jesus Teaches at the Feast 
After these things Jesus was walk- 
ing in Galilee, for He was unwill- 
ing to walk in Judea because the Jews 
were seeking to kill Him. 
2 Now the feast of the Jews, the 
Feast of Booths, was near. 

3 Therefore His brothers said to 
Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, 
so that Your disciples also may see 
Your works which You are doing. | 

4 “For no one does anything in 
secret 'when he himself seeks to be 
known publicly. If You do these things, 
show Yourself to the world.” Lit and 

5 For not even His brothers were 
believing in Him. 

6 So Jesus *said to them, ““My 
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time is not yet here, but your time is 
always opportune. Ma 26:18; Jo 2:4; 7:8, 30 

7 “8The world cannot hate you, 
but it hates Me because I testify of it, 
that Fits deeds are evil. Jo 15:18f «Jo 3:19f 

8 “Go up to the feast yourselves; 
I do not go up to this feast because 
RMy time has not yet fully come.” 3o7:6 

9 Having said these things to 
them, He stayed in Galilee. 

But’ when His 8brothers had 
gone up to the feast, then He Himself 
also went up, not publicly, but as if, in 
secret. / Ma 12:46; Mk 3:21; Jo 7:3, 5 

11 ®So the Jews Rwere seeking 
Him at the feast and were saying, 
“Where is He?” Jo 7:13, 15, 35 © Jo 11:56 

12 There was much grumbling 
among the crowds concerning Him; 
some were saying, “He is a good 
man”; others were saying, “No, on the 
contrary, He leads the people astray.” 

13 Yet no one was speaking 
openly of Him for fear of the Jews. 

14 But when it was now the midst 
of the feast Jesus went up into the 
temple, and began to teach. 

15 ®The Jews then were aston- 
ished, saying, “How has this man ®be- 
come learned, having never been 
educated?” Jo 1:19; 7:11, 13,35 ¢ Ac 26:24 

16 So Jesus answered them and 
said, “RMy teaching is not Mine, but 
His who sent Me Jo 3:11 

17 “If anyone is willing to do His 
will, he will know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God or whether I 
speak from Myself. 

18 “He who speaks from himself 
Rgeeks his own glory; but He who is 
seeking the glory of the One who sent 
Him, He is true, and there is no un- 
righteousness in Him. Jo 5:41; 8:50, 54; 12:43 

19 “RDid not Moses give you the 
Law, and yet none of you carries out 
the Law? Why do you &seek to kill 
Me?” Jo 1:17 © Mk 11:18; Jo 7:1 

20 The crowd answered, “You 
have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?” 

21 Jesus answered them, “I did 
one ‘deed, and you all marvel. 

22 “For this reason Moses has 
given you circumcision (not because it 
is from Moses, but from ®the fathers), 
and on the Sabbath you circumcise a 
man. Le 12:3 ¢ Ge 17:10ff; 21:4; Ac 7:8 
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23 “Ifaman receives circumcision 
on the Sabbath so that the Law of 
Moses will not be broken, are you 
angry with Me because I made an en- 
tire man well on the Sabbath? 

24 “Do not §judge according to ap- 
pearance, but judge with righteous 
judgment.” Le 19:15; Is 11:3; Ze 7:9; Jo 8:15 

25 So some of the people of 
Jerusalem were saying, “Is this not 
Saran ey whom they are seeking to 
kill? 

26 “Look, He is speaking publicly, 
and they are saying nothing to Him. 
RThe rulers do not really know that 
this is the Christ, do they? Lx 23:13: Jo 3:1 

27 “However, ®we know where 
this man is from; but whenever the 
Christ may come, no one knows 
where He is from.” Jo 6:42; 7:41f; 9:29 

28 Then Jesus cried out in the 
temple, 8teaching and saying, “RYou 
both know Me and know where I am 
from; and ®] have not come of Myself, 
but He who sent Me is true, whom you 
do not know. Jo 7:14 © Jo 6:42; 7:14f; 9:29 ¢ Jo 8:42 

29 “I know Him, because I am 
from Him, and He sent Me.” Jo 3:17 

30 So they ®were seeking to seize 
Him; and no man laid his hand on 
Him, because His ®hour had not yet 
come. Ma 21:46; Jo 7:32, 44; 10:39 © Jo 7:6; 8:20 

31 But many of the crowd be- 
lieved in Him; and they were saying, 
“RWhen the Christ comes, He will not 
perform more signs than those which 
this man has, will He?” Jo 7:26 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd 
muttering these things about Him, 
and the chief priests and the Phar- 
isees sent officers to seize Him. 

33 Therefore Jesus said, “For a lit- 
tle while longer I am with you, then I 
go to Him who sent Me. 

34 “RYou will seek Me, and will 
not find Me; and where I am, you 
cannot come.” Jo 7:36; 8:21; 13:33 

35 The Jews then said to one an- 
other, ““Where does this man intend 
to go that we will not find Him? He is 
not intending to go to the Dispersion 
among the Greeks, and teach the 
Greeks, is He? Jo 7:1 © Jo 8:22 

36 “What is this statement that He 
said, You will seek Me, and will not 
find Me; and where I am, you cannot 
come’?” Jo 7:34; 8:21; 13:33 

37 Now on the last day, the great 
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day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let 
him come to Me and drink. Jo 4:10, 14: 6:35 
38 “He who believes in Me, ®as 

the Scripture said, ‘From his in- 
nermost being will flow rivers of liv- 
ing water.” Is 44:3; 55:1; 58:11 ¢ Jo 4:10 
39 But this He spoke ®of the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in Him 
were to receive; for the Spirit was not 
yet given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. Joel 2:28; Jo 1:33 


Division of People over Jesus 

40 Some of the people therefore, 
when they heard these words, were 
saying, “This certainly is the 
Prophet.” Ma 21:11; Jo 1:21 

4] Others were saying, “This is the 
Christ.” Still others were saying, 
“RSurely the Christ is not going to 
come from Galilee, is He? Jo 1:46; 7:52 

42 “Has not the Scripture said that 
the Christ comes from the descen- 
dants of David, and from Bethlehem, 
the village where David was?” 

43 So 8a division occurred in the 
crowd because of Him. Jo 9:16; 10:19 

44 Some of them wanted to seize 
Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 

45 The officers then came to the 
chief priests and Pharisees, and they 
said to them, “Why did you not bring 
Him?” Jo 7:32 

46 The Rofficers answered, 
“RNever has a man spoken the way 
this man speaks.” Jo 7:32 ¢ Ma 7:28 

47 The Pharisees then answered 
them, “®You have not also been led 
astray, have you? Jo 7:12 

48 “No one of the rulers or Phar- 
isees has believed in Him, has he? 

49 “But this crowd which does not 
know the Law is accursed.” 

_00 Nicodemus (he who came to 
Him before, being one of them) *said 
to them, Jo 3:1; 19:39 

51 “Our Law does not judge a man 
unless it first hears from him and 
knows what he is doing, does it?” 

52 They answered him, “RYou are 
not also from Galilee, are you? 
Search, and see that no prophet arises 
out of Galilee.” Jo 1:46; 7:41 

53 [fEveryone went to his home. 


% 7:38-39 7:53 Later mss add the story of the 
adulterous woman, numbering it as John 7:53-8:11 
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The Adulterous Woman 
But Jesus went to ®the Mount of 
Oolives. Ma 21:1 

2 Early in the morning He came 
again into the temple, and all the peo- 
ple were coming to Him; and He sat 
down and began to teach them. 

3 The scribes and the Pharisees 
“brought a woman caught in adultery, 
and having set her in the center of the 
court, 

_ 4 they *said to Him, “Teacher, 
this woman has been caught in adul- 
tery, in the very act. 

5 “Now in the Law Moses com- 
manded us to stone such women; 
what then do You say?” Le 20:10; De 22:22f 

6 They were saying this, testing 
Him, 8so that they might have 
grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus 
stooped down and with His finger 
wrote on the ground. Mk 3:2 

7 But when they persisted in ask- 
ing Him, ®He straightened up, and 
said to them, “®He who is without sin 
among you, let him be the first to 
throw a stone at her.” Jo8:10 * Ma 7:1; Ro 2:1 

8 Again He stooped down and 
wrote on the ground. 

9 When they heard it, they began 
to go out one by one, beginning with 
the older ones, and He was left alone, 
and the woman, where she was, in the 
center of the court. 

10 ®Straightening up, Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, where are they? 

Did no one condemn you?” Jo 8:7 
11 She said, “No one, 'Lord.” And 
Jesus said, “8I do not condemn you, 
either. Go. From now on &sin no 
more.” ] Or Sir ® Jo 3:17 © Jo 5:14 


Jesus Is the Light of the World 

12 Then Jesus again spoke to 
them, saying, “8I am the Light of the 
world; ®he who follows Me will not 
walk in the darkness, but will have 
the Light of life.” Jo 1:4; 9:5; 12:35 « Ma 5:14 

13 So the Pharisees said to Him, 
“RYou are testifying about Yourself; 
Your testimony is not true.” Jo 5:31 

14 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Even if I testify about Myself, 
My testimony is true, for I know 
where I came from and where I am 
going; but you do not know where I 
come from or where I am going. 
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15 “You judge according to the 
flesh; 8] am not judging anyone. Jo 3:17 
_ 16 “But even if I do judge, My 
judgment is true; for I am not alone 
: it, but I and the Father who sent 


e. 

17 “Even in ®your law it has been 
written that the testimony of ®two 
men is true. De 17:6; 19:15 * Ma 18:16 

18 “I am He who testifies about 
Myself, and the Father who sent Me 
testifies about Me.” Jo 5:37; 1 Jo 5:9 

19 So they were saying to Him, 
“Where is Your Father?” Jesus an- 
swered, “You know neither Me nor 
My Father; if you knew Me, you would 
know My Father also.” 

20 These words He spoke in 8the 
treasury, as He taught in the temple; 
and no one seized Him, because His 
hour had not yet come. Mx 12:41, 43; Lk 21:1 

21 Then He said again to them, “I 
go away, and ®you will seek Me, and 
Rwill die in your sin; where I am 
going, you cannot come.” Jo 7:34 « Jo 8:24 

22 So the Jews were saying, 
“Surely He will not kill Himself, will 
He, since He says, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come’?” Jo 7:35 
y* 23 And He was saying to them, 

“RYou are from below, I am from 
above; you are of this world, ®I am 
not of this world. Jo 3:31 © 1 Jo 4:5 Jo 17:14,.16 

24 “Therefore I said to you that 
you will die in your sins; for unless 
you believe that I am He; you will die 
in your sins.” Jo 8:21 

25 So they were saying to Him, 
“Who are You?” Jesus said to them, 
“What have I been saying to you from 
the beginning? 

26 “I have many things to speak 
and to judge concerning you, but "He 
who sent Me is true; and ®the things 
which I heard from Him, these I speak 
to the world.” — Jo 3:33; 7:28 « Jo 8:40; 12:49; 15:15 

27 They did not realize that He 
had been speaking to them about the 
Father. 

28 So Jesus said, “When you lift 
up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am He, and I do nothing 
on My. own initiative, but I speak 
these things as the Father taught Me. 

29 “And He who sent Me is with 
Me; 8He thas not left Me alone, for 81 


Y% 810-12 % 8:23-24 
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always do the things that are pleasing 
to Him.” Jo 8:16; 16:32 ¢ Or did not leave ¢ Jo 4:34 

30 As He spoke these things, 
Rmany came to believe in Him. — Jo7:31 


The Truth Will Make You Free 
31 So Jesus was saying to those 
Jews who had believed Him, “If 
you continue in My word, then you 
are truly disciples of Mine; Jo 15:7;2Jo9 
2 and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.” 

33 They answered Him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have 
never yet been enslaved to anyone; 
how is it that You say, ‘You will be- 
come free’?” Ma 3:9; Lk 3:8; Jo 8:37, 39 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, everyone who com- 
mits sin is the slave of sin. 

35 “RThe slave does not remain in 
the house forever; 8the son does re- 
main forever. Ge 21:10; Ga 4:30 © Lk 15:31 

36 “So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed. 

37 “I know that you are ®Abra- 
ham’s descendants; yet ®you seek to 
kill Me, because My word has no 
place in you. Ma 3:9; Jo 8:39 © Jo 7:1; 8:40 

38 “I speak the things which I 
have seen with My Father; therefore 
you also do the things which you 
heard from ®your father.” Jo 8:41, 44 

39 They answered and *said to 
Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus 
said to them, “If you are Abraham’s 
children, do the deeds of Abraham. 

40 “But as it is, 8you are seeking to 
kill Me, a man who has &told you the 
truth, which I heard from God; this 
Abraham did not do. Jo 7:1; 8:37 © Jo 8:26 

41 “You are doing the deeds of 
Rvour father.” They said to Him, “We 
were not born of fornication; we have 
one Father: God.” Jo 8:38, 44 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God 
were your Father, you would love Me, 
for I proceeded forth and have come 
from God, for I have 8not even come 
on My own initiative, but 3He sent 
Me. 1 Jo 5:1 © Jo 13:3; 16:28, 30; 17:8 © Jo 7:28 

43 “Why do you not understand 
Rwhat I am saying? It is because you 
cannot khear My word. Jo 8:33, 39, 41 » Jo 5:25 

44 “You are of your father the 
devil, and you want to do the desires 
of your father. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not 
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stand in the truth because there is no 
truth in him. Whenever he speaks a 
lie, he speaks from his own nature, 
for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

45 “But because 8] speak the truth, 
you do not believe Me. ~ Jo 18:37 

46 “Which one of you convicts Me 
of sin? If 8] speak truth, why do you 
not believe Me? Jo 18:37 

47 “RHe who is of God hears the 
words of God; for this reason you do 
not hear them, because you are not of 
God.” 1 Jo 4:6 

48 ®The Jews answered and said 
to Him, “Do we not say rightly that 
You are a 8Samaritan and ®have a 
demon?” Jo 1:19 © Ma 10:5; Jo 4:9 © Jo 7:20 

49 Jesus answered, “I do not Shave 
a demon; but I honor My Father, and 
you dishonor Me. Jo 7:20 

50 “But I do not seek My glory; 
there is One who seeks and judges. 
y* 51 “Truly, truly, I say to you, if 

anyone ®keeps My word he will 
never see death.” Jo 8:55; 14:23; 15:20; 17:6 

52 The Jews said to Him, “Now we 
know that You have a demon. Abra- 
ham died, and the prophets also; and 
You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he 
will never taste of death,’ 

53 “Surely You Rare not greater 
than our father Abraham, who died? 
The prophets died too; whom do You 
make Yourself out to be?” Jo 4:12 

54 Jesus answered, “®If I glorify 
Myself, My glory is nothing; ®it is My 
Father who glorifies Me, of whom you 
say, ‘He is our God’; Jo 8:50 © Jo 7:39 

00 and Ryou have not come to 
know Him, ®but I know Him: and if I 
say that I do not know Him, I will be a 
liar like you, but I do know Him and 
keep His word. Jo 8:19; 15:21 © Jo 7:29 
_ 96 “8Your father Abraham ®re- 
joiced to see My day, and he saw it 
and was glad.” Jo 8:37, 39 * Ma 13:17: He 11:13 

57 ®So the Jews said to Him, “You 
are not yet fifty years old, and have 
You seen Abraham?” Jo 1:19 

58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, before Abraham was 
born, 81 am.” Ex 3:14; Jo 1:1; 17:5, 24 

09 Therefore they ®picked up 
stones to throw at Him, but Jesus 
®hid Himself and went out of the tem- 
ple. Ma 12:14; Jo 10:31; 11:8 * Jo 12:36 


Y 8:31-32 % 8:36 % 8:51 
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Healing the Man Born Blind © 
os As He passed by, He saw a man 
blind from birth. 

2: And His disciples ‘asked Him, 
“RRabbi, who sinned, 8this man or his 
Rparents, that he would be born 
blind?” Ma 23:7 « Lk 13:2; Jo 9:34; Ac 28:4 * Ex 20:5 

3 Jesus answered, “Jt was nei- 
ther that this man sinned, nor his par- 
ents; but it was so ®that the works of 
God might be displayed in him. Jo 11.4 

4 “We must work the works of 
Him who sent Me Ras long as it is day; 
night is coming when no one can 
work. Jo 7:33; 11:9; 12:35; Ga 6:10 

5 “While I am in the world, I am 
the Light of the world.” 

6 When He had said this, He 
Rspat on the ground, and made clay of 
the spittle, and applied the clay to his 
eyes, Mk 7:33; 8:23 

7 and said to him, “Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam” (which is trans- 
lated, Sent). So he went away and 
washed, and came back seeing. 

8 Therefore the neighbors, and 
those who previously saw him as a 
beggar, were saying, “Is not this the 
one who used to ®sit and beg?” 4c3:2, 10 

9 Others were saying, “This is 
he,” still others were saying, “No, but 
he is like him.” THe kept saying, “Iam 
the one.” Lit That one 

10 So they were saying to him, 
“How then were your eyes opened?” 

11 He answered, “The man who is 
called Jesus made clay, and anointed 
my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash’; so I went away and 
washed, and I received sight.” 

12 They *said to him, “Where is 
He>” He said, “I do not know.” 


Controversy over the Man 

13 They “brought to the Pharisees 
the man who was formerly blind. 

14 Now it was a Sabbath on the 
day when Jesus made the clay and 
opened his eyes. Jo 5:9 

15 ®Then the Pharisees also were 
asking him again how he received his 
sight. And he said to them, “He ap- 
plied clay to my eyes, and I washed, 
and I see.” Jo 9:10 

16 Therefore some of the Phar- 
isees were saying, “This man is not 
from God, because He does not keep 
the Sabbath.” But others were saying, 
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“How can a man who is a sinner per- 
form such signs?” And ®there was a 
division among them. Jo 6:52; 7:12, 43: 10:19 

17 So they *said to the blind man 
Ragain, “What do you say about Him, 
since He opened your eyes?” And he 
said, “He is a prophet.” Jo 9:15 
_ 18 ®The Jews then did not believe 
it of him, that he had been blind and 
had received sight, until they called 
the parents of the very one who had 
received his sight, Jo 1:19; 9:22 

19 and questioned them, saying, 
“Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? Then how does he now 
see?” i 

20 His parents answered them 
and said, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; 

21 but how he now sees, we do not 
know; or who opened his eyes, we do 
not know. Ask him; he is of age, he 
will speak for himself.” 

22 His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that if any- 
one confessed Him to be Christ, he 
was to be put out of the synagogue. 

23 For this reason his parents 
said, “®He is of age; ask him.” —_Jo9:21 

24 So a second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and said 
to him, “Give glory to God; we know 
that 8this man is a sinner.” Jo 9:16 

25 He then answered, “Whether 
He is a sinner, I do not know; one 
thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.” 

26 So they said to him, “What did 
He do to you? How did He open your 
eyes?” 

27 He answered them, “®I told you 
already and you did not ®listen; why 
do you want to hear it again? You do 
not want to become His disciples too, 
do you?” Jo 9:15 © Jo 5:25 

28 They reviled him and said, 
“You are His disciple, but ®we are dis- 
ciples of Moses. Jo 5:45; Ro 2:17 

29 “We know that God has spoken 
to Moses, but as for this man, ®we do 
not know where He is from.” Jo 8:14 

30 The man answered and said to 
them, “Well, here is an amazing thing, 
that you do not know where He is 
from, and yet He opened my eyes. 


#9:1-41 
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31 “We know that God does not 
hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fear- 
ing and does His will, He hears him. 

32 “TSince the beginning of time it 
has never been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born 
blind. Lit From the age it was not heard 

33 “RIf this man were not from 
God, He could do nothing.” —_Jo3:2;9:16 

34 They answered him, “You 
were born entirely in sins, and are 
you teaching us?” So they ®put him 
out. Jo 9:2 ¢ Jo 9:22, 35: 3 Jo 10 


Jesus Affirms His Deity 

35 Jesus heard that they had put 
him out, and finding him, He said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” ma4:3 

36 He answered, “Who is He, 
Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 

37 Jesus said to him, “You have 
both seen Him, and 8He is the one 
who is talking with you.” Jo 4:26 

38 And he said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he ®worshiped Him. Ma 8:2 

39 And Jesus said, “For judgment 
I came into this world, so that those 
who do not see may see, and that 
those who see may become blind.” 

40 Those of the Pharisees who 
were with Him heard these things and 
said to Him, “RWe are not blind too, 
are we?” Ro 2:19 

41 Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would have no sin; 
but ‘since you Say, ‘®We see, your sin 
remains. Jo 15:22, 24 ¢ Lit now ¢ Pr 26:12 


Parable of the Good Shepherd 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
does not enter by the door into 

the fold of the sheep, but climbs up 

some other way, he is 8a thief and a 

robber. Jo 10:8 

2 “But he who enters by the door 
is 8a shepherd of the sheep. Jo 10:11f 
3 “To him the doorkeeper opens, 
and the sheep hear 8his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and 

Rleads them out. Jo 10:4f, 16, 27 © Jo 10:9 

4 “When he puts forth all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know 

Rhis voice. Jo 10:5, 16, 27 

0 “A stranger they simply will 
not follow, but will flee from him, be- 
cause they do not know &the voice of 

strangers.” Jo 10:4, 16, 27 
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6 This figure of speech Jesus 
spoke to them, but they did not un- 
derstand what those things were 
which He had been saying to them. 

7 So Jesus said to them again, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, I am ®the 
door of the sheep. Jo 10:1f, 9 

8 “All who came before Me are 
Rthieves and robbers, but the sheep 
did not hear them. Je 23:1f; Eze 34:2ff; Jo 10:1 

9 “Iam the door; if anyone enters 
through Me, he will be saved, and will 
go in and out and find pasture. 

10 “The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I came that 
they may have life, and ‘have it 
abundantly. Jo 5:40 ¢ Or have abundance 

1 “I am the good shepherd; the 
good shepherd ®lays down His life for 
the sheep. Jo 10:15, 17, 18; 15:13; 1 Jo 3:16 

12 “He who is a hired hand, and 
not a §shepherd, who is not the owner 
of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, 
and leaves the sheep and flees, and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. Jo 10:2 

13 “He flees because he is a hired 
hand and is not concerned about the 
sheep. 

14 “R] am the good shepherd, and 
RT know My own and My own know 

e} Jo 10:11 * Jo 10:27 

15 even as the Father knows Me 
and I know the Father; and 81 lay 
down My life for the sheep. Jo 10:11, 17, 18 

16 “I have 8other sheep, which are 
not of this fold; I must bring them 
also, and they will hear My voice; and 
they will become one flock with Rone 
shepherd. Is 56:8 © Eze 34:23; 37:24 

17 “For this reason the Father 
loves Me, because I Slay down My life 
so that I may take it again. Jo 10:11, 15, 18 

18 “No one has taken it away from 
Me, but I 8lay it down on My own ini- 
tiative. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up 
again. This commandment I received 
from My Father.” Jo 10:11, 15,17 

19 8A division occurred again 
among the Jews because of these 
words. Jo 7:43; 9:16 

20 Many of them were saying, “He 
has a demon and Ris insane. Why do 
you listen to Him?” Jo 7:20 © Mk 3:21 

21 Others were saying, “These are 


¥ 10:10-11 
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not the sayings of one }demon-pos- 
sessed. A demon cannot open the eyes 
of the blind, can he?” Ma 4:24 


Jesus Asserts His Deity 

22 At that time the Feast of the 
Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 

23 it was winter, and Jesus was 
walking in the temple in the portico 

of "Solomon. Ac 3:11; 5:12 

24 ®The Jews then gathered 
around Him, and were saying to Him, 
“How long will You keep us in sus- 
pense? If You are the Christ, tell us 
Rplainly.” Jo 1:19; 10:31, 33 © Lk 22:67; Jo 16:25 

25 Jesus answered them, “I told 
you, and you do not believe; the 
works that I do in My Father’s name, 
these testify of Me. Jo 8:56, 58 « Jo 5:36; 10:38 

26 “But you do not believe be- 
cause 8you are not of My sheep. Jo 8:47 

27 “My sheep ®hear My voice, 
and ®] know them, and they fol- 
low Me; Jo 10:4, 16 © Jo 10:14 

28 and I give eternal life to them, 
and they will never perish; and no one 
will snatch them out of My hand. 

29 “FMy Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no 
one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. 

30 “I and the Father are one.” 

31 The Jews picked up stones 
again to stone Him. Jo 8:59 

32 Jesus answered them, “I 
showed you many good works from 
the Father; for which of them are you 
pang Me?” 

he Jews answered Him, “For 
a good work we do not stone You, but 
for blasphemy; and because You, 
being aman, ®make Yourself out to be 
God.” Le 24:16 # Jo 5:18 

34 Jesus answered them, “Has it 
not been written in ®your Law, ‘I 
SAID, YOU ARE GODS’? Jo 8:17 © Ps 82:6 

35 “If he called them gods, to 
whom the word of God came (and the 
Scripture cannot be broken), 

36 do you say of Him, whom the 
Father sanctified and sent into the 
world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ be- 
cause ] said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 

37 “If 1 do not do the works of My 
Father, do not believe Me; Jo 10:25; 15:24 

38 but if I do them, though you do 
not believe Me, believe 8the works, so 
that you may know and understand 
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that ®the Father is in Me, and I in the 
Father.” Jo 10:25; 14:11 © Jo 14:10f, 20; 17:21, 23 
39 Therefore ®they were seeking 
again to seize Him, and ®He eluded 
their grasp. Jo 7:30 © Lk 4:30; Jo 8:59 
40 And He went away again be- 
yond the Jordan to the place where 
John was first baptizing, and He was 
staying there. Jo 1:28 
11 Many came to Him and were 
saying, “While John performed no 
sign, yet Severything John said about 
this man was true.” Jo 1:27, 30, 34; 3:27-30 
42 Many believed in Him there. 


_ Death and Resurrection of 
Lazarus 
bs l | bake a certain man was sick, 
Lazarus of Bethany, the vil- 
lage of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 It was the Mary who Ranointed 
the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
His feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was sick. Lk 7:38; Jo 12:3 

3 So the sisters sent word to Him, 
saying, “RLord, behold, he whom You 
love is sick.” Lk 7:13; Jo 11:2, 21, 32; 13:13f 

4 But when Jesus heard this, He 
said, “This sickness is not to end in 
death, but for ®the glory of God, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified 
by it.” Jo 9:3; 10:38; 11:40 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister and Lazarus. Jo 11:1 

6 So when He heard that he was 
sick, He then stayed two days longer 
in the place where He was. 

7 Then after this He *said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8 The disciples *said to Him, 
“‘RRabbi, the Jews were just now seek- 
ing 8to stone You, and are You going 
there again?” Ma 23:7 ¢ Jo 8:59; 10:31 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there 
not twelve hours in the day? If anyone 
walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this 
world. Lk 13:33; Jo 9:4; 12:35 

10 “But if anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light 
is not in him.” 

11 This He *said, and after that He 
said to them, “Our ®friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I 
may awaken him out of sleep.” Jo 11:3 


¥Y 10:27-30 10:29 One early ms reads What My 
Father has given Me is greater thanall ‘11:1-24 
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12 The disciples then said to Him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
Trecover.” | Lit be saved 

13 Now 8Jesus had spoken of his 
death, but they thought that He was 
speaking of literal sleep. Ma 9-24; Lk 8:52 

14 So Jesus then said to them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead; 

15 and I am glad for your sakes 
that I was not there, so that you may 
believe; but let us go to him.” 3 

16 Therefore Thomas, who is 
called 8Didymus, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, so that we 
may die with Him.” Jo 20:24; 21:2 

17 So when Jesus came, He found 
that he had already been in the tomb 
Rfour days. Jo 11:39 

18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off; Jo 11:1 

19 and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary, to console 
them concerning their brother. 

20 RMartha therefore, when she 
heard that Jesus was coming, went to 
meet Him, but ®Mary ‘stayed at the 
house. Lk 10:38-42 © Lk 10:38-42 ¢ Lit was sitting 

21 Martha then said to Jesus, 
“RLord, if You had been here, my 
brother would not have died. Jo 11:2 

22 “Even now I know that 8what- 
ever You ask of God, God will give 
You.” Jo 9:31; 11:41f 

23 Jesus *said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha *said to Him, “8I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrec- 
tion on the last day.” Da 12:2; Jo 5:28f: Ac 24:15 
ye 2 Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life; he who 
believes in Me will live even if he dies, 

26 and everyone who lives and be- 
lieves in Me 8will never die. Do you 
believe this?” Jo 6:47, 50, 51; 8:51 
1§27 She *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I 

have believed that You are the 
Christ, the Son of God, even He who 
comes into the world.” Ma 16:16; Lk 2:11 

28 When she had said this, she 
Rwent away and called Mary her sis- 
ter, saying secretly, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” Jo 11:30 
__ 29 And when she heard it, she 
“got up quickly and was coming to 

im. 
_ 30 Now Jesus had not yet come 
into the village, but Rwas still in the 
place where Martha met Him. © Jo 11:20 
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31 Then the Jews who were with 
her in the house, and ®consoling her, 
when they saw that Mary got up 
quickly and went out, they followed 
her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. Jo 11:19, 33 « Jo 11:19 

'32 Therefore, when Mary came 
where Jesus was, she saw Him, and 
fell at His feet, saying to Him, “®Lord, 
Rif You had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” Jo 11:2 ¢ Jo 11:21 

33 When Jesus therefore saw her 
weeping, and 8the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, He was 
deeply moved in spirit and was trou- 
bled, Jo 11:19 © Jo 11:38 ¢ Jo 12:27; 13:21 

34 and *said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, 
come and see.” 

35 Jesus ®wept. Lk 19:41; Jo 11:33 

36 So ®the Jews were saying, “See 
how He 2loved him!” Jo 11:19 © Jo 11:3 

37 But some of them said, “Could 
not this man, who opened the eyes of 
the blind man, have kept this man 
also from dying?” Jo 9:7 

38 So Jesus, again being deeply 
moved within, *came to the tomb. Now 
it was a ®cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Ma 27:60; Mk 15:46; Lk 24:2; Jo 20:1 

39 Jesus *said, “Remove the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the deceased, 
*said to Him, “Lord, by this time there 
will be a stench, for he has been dead 
Rfour days.” Lit he stinks ¢ Jo 11:17 

40 Jesus *said to her, “8Did I not 
say to you that if you believe, you will 
see the glory of God?” Jo 11:4, 23¢f 

41 So they removed the 8stone. 
Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, 
“Father, I thank You that You have 
heard Me. Ma 27:60; Mk 15:46; Lk 24:2: Jo 20:1 

42 “I knew that You always hear 
Me; but because of the people stand- 
ing around I said it, so that they may 
believe that "You sent Me.” Jo 3:17 

43 When He had said these 
things, He cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come forth.” 

44 The man who had died came 
forth, Fbound hand and foot with 
wrappings, and his face was 
wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus 
*said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” Jo 19:40 © Jo 20:7 

45 Therefore many of the Jews 


Y 11:25-26 11:27-46 


0 LL See ea 
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who came to Mary, and saw what He 
had done, believed in Him. Jo 7:31 

46 But some of them went to the 
RPharisees and told them the things 
which Jesus had done. Jo 7:32, 45; 11:57 


Conspiracy to Kill Jesus 

47 Therefore "the chief priests 
and the Pharisees ®convened a 8coun- 
cil, and were saying, “What are we 
doing? For this man is performing 
many SISNS. Jo 7:32, 45; 11:57 © Ma 26:3 ¢ Ma 5:22 

48 “If we let Him go on like this, 
all men will believe in Him, and the 
Romans will come and take away 
both our place and our nation.” 

49 But one of them, Caiaphas, 
who was high priest that year, said to 


| . them, “You know nothing at all, 


50 nor do you take into account 
that 8it is expedient for you that one 
man die for the people, and that the 
whole nation not perish.” Jo 18:14 

51 Now he did not say this on his 
own initiative, but ®being high priest 
that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
was going to die for the nation, Jo 18:13 

52 and not for the nation only, but 
in order that He might also ®gather to- 
gether into one the children of God 
who are scattered abroad. Jo 10:16 

53 So from that day on they 
Rplanned together to kill Him. a26:4 

54 Therefore Jesus no longer con- 
tinued to walk publicly among the 
Jews, but went away from there to the 
country near the wilderness, into a 
city called Ephraim; and there He 
stayed with the disciples. 2h 13:19 me 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews 
was near, and many went up to 
Jerusalem out of the country before 
the Passover to purify themselves. 

56 So they were seeking for 
Jesus, and were saying to one another 
as they stood in the temple, “What do 
you think; that He will not come to the 
feast at all?” Jo 7:11 

57 Now &the chief priests and the 
Pharisees had given orders that if 
anyone knew where He was, he was 
to report it, so that they might seize 
Him. Jo 11:47 


Mary Anoints Jesus 
l Ais therefore, six days before 
the Passover, came to Bethany 


JOHN 12:15 


where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. 

2 So they made Him a supper 
there, and Martha was serving; but 
Lazarus was one of those reclining at 
the table with Him. Lk 10:38 

3 RMary then took a pound of 
very costly perfume of pure nard, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped His feet with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume. Lk 7:37f; Jo 11:2 © Mk 14:3 

4 But ®Judas Iscariot, one of His 
disciples, who was intending to "be- 
tray Him, *said, Jo 6:71 © Or hand Him over 

5 “Why was this perfume not 
sold for 'three hundred denarii and 
given to poor people?” 

6 Now he said this, not because 
he was concerned about the poor, but 
because he was a thief, and as he Shad 
the money box, he used to pilfer 
Rwhat was put into it. Jo 13:29 © Lk 8:3 

7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her 
alone, so that she may keep Fit for ®the 
day of My burial. Jo 19:40 

8 “RFor you always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have 

De 15:11; Ma 26:11; Mk 14:7 

‘9 The large crowd of the Jews 
then learned that He was there; and 
they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, 
but that they might also see Lazarus, 
whom He raised from the dead. 

10 But the chief priests planned to 
put Lazarus to death also; 

11 because on account of him 
Rmany of the Jews were going away 
and were believing in Jesus. Jo 7:31; 11:42 


Jesus Enters Jerusalem 

12 On the next day the large 
crowd who had come to &the feast, 
when they heard that Jesus was com- 
ing to Jerusalem, Jo 12:1 

13 took the branches of the palm 
trees and went out to meet Him, and 
began to shout, “Hosanna! BLESSED 
1s HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
Lorp, even the King of Israel.” Ps 118:26 

14 Jesus, finding a young donkey, 
sat on it; as it is written, 

15 “RFEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; 
BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED 
ON A DONKEY’S COLT.” Ze 9:9 


12:5 Equivalent to 11 months’ wages 
12:7 I.e. the custom of preparing the body for burial 
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16 These things His disciples did 
not understand at the first; but when 
Jesus ®was glorified, then they re- 
membered that these things were 
written of Him, and that they had 
done these things to Him. —_ Jo 7:39; 12:23 

17 So the people, who were with 
Him when He called Lazarus out of 
the tomb and raised him from the 
dead, continued to testify about Him. 

18 ®For this reason also the 'peo- 
ple went and met Him, ®because they 
heard that He had performed this 
sign. Lk 19:37; Jo 12:12 ¢ Lit crowd ¢ Jo 12:11 

19 So the Pharisees said to one 
another, “You see that you are not 
doing any good; look, the world has 
gone after Him.” 


Greeks Seek Jesus 

20 Now there were some 8Greeks 
among those who were going up to 
worship at 8the feast; Jo 7:35 ® Jo 12:1 

21 these then came to ®Philip, who 
was from ®Bethsaida of Galilee, and 
began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we 
wish to see Jesus.” Jo 1:44 ¢ Ma 11:21 

22 Philip *came and *told RAn- 
drew; Andrew and Philip *came and 
told Jesus. Jo 1:44 

23 And Jesus *answered them, 
saying, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 

24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. 

25. “He who loves his life loses it, 
and he who hates his life in this 
world will keep it to life eternal. 

26 “If anyone serves Me, he must 
follow Me; and where Iam, there My 
servant will be also; if anyone serves 
Me, the Father will honor him. 


Jesus Foretells His Death 

27 “Now My soul has become 
troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, 
save Me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I came to this hour. 

28 “Father, glorify Your name.” 
Then a voice came out of heaven: “I 
have both glorified it, and will glorify 
it again.” = Ma 3:17; 17:5; Mk 1:11; 9:7; Lk 3:22: 9:35 

29 So the crowd of people who 
stood by and heard it were saying that 
it had thundered; others were saying, 
“RAn angel has spoken to Him.” Ac 23:9 
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30: Jesus answered and _ said, 
“RThis voice has not come for My 
sake, but for your sakes. Jo 11:42 

31 “8Now judgment is upon this 
world; now the ruler of this world will 
be cast out. Jo 3:19; 9:39; 16:11 

32 “And I, if I 8am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men to My- 
self.” Jo 3:14; 8:28; 12:34 ¢ Jo 6:44 

33 But He was saying this "to in- 
dicate the kind of death by which He 
was to die. Jo 18:32; 21:19 

34 The crowd then answered Him, 
“We have heard out of 8the Law that 
the Christ is to remain forever; and 
how can You say, ‘The ®Son of Man 
must be lifted up’? Who is this Son 
of Man?” Jo 10:34 « Ma 8:20 « Jo 3:14; 8:28; 12:32 

35 So Jesus said to them, “"For a 
little while longer the Light is among 
you. Walk while you have the Light, so 
that darkness will not overtake you; 
he who walks in the darkness does not 
know where he goes. Jo 7:33; 9:4 

36 “While you have the Light, ®be- 
lieve in the Light, so that you may be- 
come ®sons of Light.” 

These things Jesus spoke, and He 
went away and R®hid Himself from 
them. Jo 12:46 © Lk 16:8; Jo 8:12 © Jo 8:59 

37 But though He had performed 
so many signs before them, yet they 
were not believing in Him. 

38 This was to fulfill the word of 
Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: 
“RLORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR RE- 
PORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF 
THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?” Is 53:1: Ro 10:16 

39 For this reason they could not 
believe, for Isaiah said again, 

40 “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND 
HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES 
AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE 
CONVERTED AND | HEAL THEM.” 

41 These things Isaiah said be- 
cause ®he saw His glory, and ®he 
spoke of Him. Is 6:1 ff © Lk 24:27 

42 Nevertheless many even of the 
rulers believed in Him, but because of 
the Pharisees they were not confess- 
ing Him, for fear that they would be 
put out of the synagogue; 

43 for they loved the approval of 
men rather than the approval of God. 

44 And Jesus cried out and said, 


Y% 12:25-26 
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“He who believes in Me, does not be- 
lieve in Me but in Him who sent Me. 

45 “RHe who sees Me sees the One 
who sent Me. Jo 14:9 

46 “I have come as Light into the 
world, so that everyone who believes 
in Me will not remain in darkness. 

47 “If anyone hears My sayings 
and does not keep them, I do not 
judge him; for I did not come to judge 
the world, but to save the world. 

48 “RHe who rejects Me and does 
not receive My sayings, has one who 

| judges him; the word I spoke is what 
will judge him at the last day. Lk 10:16 
49 “RFor I did not speak on My 
own initiative, but the Father 
-— Himself who sent Me has given Me a 
~. commandment as to what to say and 
what to speak. Jo 3:11; 7:16; 8:26, 28, 38; 14:10, 24 

50 “I know that RHis command- 
ment is eternal life; therefore the 
things I speak, I speak 8just as the Fa- 
ther has told Me.” Jo 6:68 © Jo 5:19; 8:28 


The Lord’s Supper 

i Now before the Feast of the 
Passover, Jesus knowing that 

His hour had come that He would de- 

part out of this world to the Father, 

having loved His own who were in the 

world, He loved them to the end. 

2 During supper, ®the devil hav- 
ing already put into the heart of ®Ju- 
das Iscariot, the son of Simon, to 
betray Him, Jo 6:70; 13:27 © Jo 6:71 

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into His hands, 
and that He had come forth from God 
and was going back to God, Jo 3:35 

4 *got up from supper, and *laid 
aside His garments; and taking a 
towel, He ®girded Himself. ix 12:37; 17:8 


Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

5 Then He “poured water into the 
basin, and began to wash the disci- 
ples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel with which He was girded. 

6 So He *came to Simon Peter. 
He *said to Him, “Lord, do You wash 
my feet?” 

7 Jesus answered and said to 
him, “What I do you do not realize 
now, but you will understand ®here- 
after.” Jo 13:12ff 
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8 Peter *said to Him, “Never shall 
You wash my feet!” Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, 8you have 
no part with Me.” De 12:12; 2 Sa 20:1; 1 Ki 12:16 

9 Simon Peter *said to Him, 
“Lord, then wash not only my feet, but 
also my hands and my head.” 

10 Jesus *said to him, “He who has 
bathed needs only to wash his feet, but 
is completely clean; and ®you are 
clean, but not all of you.” Jo 15:3; Ep 5:26 

11 For He knew the one who was 
betraying Him; for this reason He 
said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 So when He had washed their 
feet, and taken His garments and re- 
clined at the table again, He said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done 
to you? Jo 13:4 

13 “You call Me ®Teacher and 
RLord; and you are right, for so I 
Jo 11:28 ¢ Jo 11:2; 1 Co 12:3; Ph 2:11 

id “If I then, the Lord and the 
Teacher, washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. 

15 “For I gave you an example 
that you also should do as I did to you. 

16 “Truly, truly, I say to you, a 
slave is not greater than his master, 
nor is Sone who is sent greater than 
the one who sent him. 2 Co 8:23; Ph 2:25 

17 “If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. 

18 “I do not speak of all of you. I 
know the ones I have ®chosen; but it is 
that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE 
WHO EATS My BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS 
HEEL AGAINST MEY’ Jo 6:70; 15:16, 19 

19 “From now on &I am telling you 
before it comes to pass, so that when 
it does occur, you may believe that ®I 

m He. Jo 14:29; 16:4 © Jo 8:24 

30 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who receives whomever I send re- 
ceives Me; and he who receives Me 
receives Him who sent Me.” 


Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

21 When Jesus had said this, He 
became troubled in spirit, and testi- 
fied and said, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, that one of you will betray Me.” 

22. The disciples began looking at 
one another, at a loss to know of 
which one He was speaking. 

23 There was reclining on ®Jesus’ 


Y% 12:49-50 3% 13:13-17 
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bosom one of His disciples, }whom 
Jesus loved. Jo 1:18 © Jo 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20 

24 So Simon Peter *gestured to 
him, and *said to him, “Tell us who it 
is of whom He is speaking.” 

25 He, Rleaning back thus on 
Jesus’ bosom, *said to Him, “Lord, 
who isit?” | Jo 21:20 

26 Jesus then *answered, “That is 
the one for whom I shall dip the 
morsel and give it to him.” So when 
He had dipped the morsel, He “took 
and *gave it to Judas, ®the son of 
Simon Iscariot. Jo 6:71 

27 After the morsel, 8Satan then 
Rentered into him. Therefore Jesus 
*said to him, “What you do, do 
quickly.” Ma 4:10 © Lk 22:3; Jo 13:2 

28 Now no one of those reclining 
at the table knew for what purpose 
He had said this to him. 

29 For some were supposing, be- 
cause Judas had the money box, that 
Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the 
things we have need of ®for the feast”; 
or else, that he should ®give some- 
thing to the poor. Jo 12:6 * Jo 13:1 © Jo 12:5 

30 So after receiving the morsel 
he went out immediately; and 8it was 
night. Lk 22:53 

31 Therefore when he had gone 
out, Jesus *said, “Now is ®the Son of 
Man & glorified, and ®God is glorified 
in Him; — Ma 8:20 Jo 7:39 * Jo 14:13: 17:4: 1 Pe 4:11 

32 if God is glorified in Him, God 
will also glorify Him in Himself, and 
will glorify Him immediately. 

33 “Little children, Iam with you 
Ra little while longer. "You will seek 
Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I 
also say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 1. Jo 2:1 ¢ Jo 7:33 © Jo 7:34 

34 “A new commandment I give 

to you, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another. 

35 “RBy this all men will know 
that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 1 Jo 3:14; 4:20 

36 Simon Peter *said to Him, 
“Lord, where are You going?” Jesus 
answered, “Where I go, you cannot 
follow Me now; but ®you will follow 
later.” Jo 13:33; 14:2; 16:5 © Jo 21:18f; 2 Pe 1:14 

37 Peter *said to Him, “Lord, why 
can | not follow You right now? I will 
lay down my life for You.” 

38 Jesus *answered, “Will you lay 
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down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I 
say to you, a rooster will not crow 
until you deny Me three times. 


Jesus Comforts His Disciples 

aN l ee not let your heart be 
Sa) troubled; believe in God, 
believe also in Me. Jo 14:27; 16:22, 24 

2 “In My Father’s house are 
many dwelling places; if it were not 
so, I would have told you; for 81 go to 
prepare a place for you. Jo 13:33, 36 

3 “If | go and prepare a place for 
you, ®I will come again and receive 
you to Myself, that }where I am, there 
you may be also. Jo 14:18, 28 © Jo 12:26 

4 “And you know the way where 
Iam going.” 

5 8Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, 
we do not know where You are going, 
how do we know the way?” Jo 11:16 

4s 6 Jesus *said to him, “I am ®the 
way, and the truth, and the life; 

no one comes to the Father but 
through Me. Jo 10:9; Ro 5:2; Ep 2:18; He 10:20 


Oneness with the Father 
7 “8If you had known Me, you 
would have known My Father also; 
from now on you ®know Him, and 
have ®seen Him.” = Jo 8:19 © 1 Jo 2:13 * Jo 6:46 
8 ®Philip *said to Him, “Lord, 
show us the Father, and it is enough 
for us.” Jo 1:43 
9 Jesus *said to him, “Have I 
been so long with you, and yet you 
have not come to know Me, Philip? 
RHe who has seen Me has seen the Fa- 
ther; how can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Jo 1:14; 12:45: Col 1:15: He 1:3 
10 “Do you not believe that Iam 
in the Father, and the Father is in Me? 
The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on My own initiative, but the 
Father abiding in Me does His works. 
ll “Believe Me that ®I am in the 
Father and the Father is in Me; other- 
wise ‘Rbelieve because of the works 
themselves. Jo 10:38; 14:10, 20 © Jo 5:36 
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who believes in-Me, the works 
that I do, he will do also; and ®greater 
works than these he will do; because 
RT go to the Father. Jo 4:37f: 5:20 © Jo 7:33; 14:28 
13: “kWhatever you ask in My 


Y 13:34-35 WS 14:1-4 14:1 OF you believe in 
God *% 14. %* 14:12-14 


weay be glorified in the Son. 


’ phans; 8] will come to you. 
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name, that will I do, so that the Father 
; Ma 7:7 
14 “Ifyou ask Me anything in My 
name, Twill doit. Jo 15:16; 16:23f 
- 15 “If you love Me, you will beep 

My commandments. 


Role of the Spirit — 

16 “I will ask the Father, and He 
will give you another Helper, that He 
may be with you forever; 

17 that is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it does not see Him or know 
Him, but you know Him because He 
abides with you and will be in you. 
18 “I will not leave you as or- 
Jo 14:3, 28 
19 “RAfter a little while "the 
world will no longer see Me, but 


~ you will see Me; because I live, you 


will live also. Jo 7:33 © Jo 16:16, 22 © Jo 6:57 
20 “RIn that day you will know 
that 8] am in My Father, and you in 
Me, and lin you. Jo 16:23, 26 « Jo 10:38; 14:11 
21 “He who has My command- 
ments and keeps them is the one who 


- loves Me; and he who loves Me will 


be loved by My Father, and I will love 
him and will disclose Myself to him.” 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to 
Him, “Lord, what then has happened 
that You are going to disclose Yourself 
to us and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus answered and said to 

him, “If anyone loves Me, he will 
keep My word; and My Father will 
love him, and We will come to him 
and make Our abode with him. 

24 “He who does not love Me 
Rdoes not keep My words; and the 
word which you hear is not Mine, but 
the Father’s who sent Me. Jo 14:23 

25. “These things I have spoken to 
you while abiding with you. 

26 “But the ®Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My:name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remem- 
brance all that I said to you. Jo 14:16 

27 “Peace I leave with you; My 
peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Do not let your 
heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

28 “You heard that I said to you, ‘T 
go away, and I will come to you.’ If 
you loved Me, you would have re- 
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joiced because I go to the Father, for 
the Father is greater than I. Jo 14:2-4 
29 “Now &I have told you before it 
happens, so that when it happens, you 
may believe. Jo 13:19 
30 “I will not speak much more 
with you, for the ruler of the world is 
coming, and he has nothing in Me; 
yw 31 but so that the world may 
know that I love the Father, I do 
exactly as the Father commanded Me. 
Get up, let us go from here. ) 


peau the Vine—Followers Are 
Branches 
a 5: am the true vine, and My 
Father is the vinedresser. 

2 “Every branch in Me that does 
not bear fruit, He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit, He 
Fprunes it so that it may bear more 
fruit. 

3 “RYou are already clean be- 
cause of the word which I have spo- 
ken to you. Jo 13:10; 17:17; Ep 5:26 

4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit ‘of itself 
unless it abides in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in Me. Lit from 

5 “I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me and I 
in him, he 8bears much fruit, for apart 
from Me you can do nothing. — Jo 15:16 

6 “If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is 8thrown away as a branch 
and dries up; and they gather them, 
and cast them into the fire and they 
are burned. Jo 15:2 

7 “If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 

8 “My ®Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit, and so 
Rprove to be My disciples. Ma 5:16 + Jo 8:31 

9 “Just as 8the Father has loved 
Me, I have also loved you; abide 
in My love. Jo 3:35; 17:23, 24, 26 
10 “If you keep My command- 
ments, you will abide in My love; just 
as I have kept My Father’s command- 
ments and abide in His love. 
11 “These things I have spoken to 
you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full. 


XY 14:15-18 2% 14:19-21 2% 14:23 
Y% 14:26-27 3% 14:31 2% 15:1-7 15:2 Lit 
cleans; used to describe pruning Y% 15:9-17 
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Disciples’ Relation to Each Other 
12 “This is 7My commandment, 
that you love one another, just as I 
have loved you. © Jo 13:34; 15:17; 1 Jo 3:23; 2 Jo 5 
13 “8Greater love has no one than 
this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends. — ry Ro 5:7f © Jo 10:11 
14 “You are My ®friends if you do 
what I command you. Lk 12:4 © Ma 12:50 
' 15 “No longer do I call you slaves, 
for the slave does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for Rall things that I have 
heard from My Father I have made 
known to you. Jo 8:26; 16:12 
16 “You did not choose Me but I 
chose you, and appointed you that 
you would go and ®bear fruit, and 
that your fruit would remain, so that 
whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name He may give to you. Jo 15:5 
17 “This 8] command you, that you 
love one another. Jo 15:12 


Disciples’ Relation to the World 

18 “If the world hates you, you 
know that it has hated Me before it 
hated you. Jo 7:7; 1 Jo 3:13 

19 “If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own; but because 
you are not of the world, but 8I chose 
you out of the world, because of this 
the world hates you. Jo 15:16 

20 “Remember the word that I 
said to you, ‘A slave is not greater 
than his master.’ If they persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute you; if 
they ®kept My word, they will keep 
yours also. Ma 10:24; Jo 13:16 © Jo 8:51 

21 “But all these things they will 
do to you for My name’s sake, ®be- 
cause they do not know the One who 
sent Me. Jo 8:19, 55; 16:3; 17:25; Ac 3:17; 1 Jo 3:1 

22 “If I had not come and spoken 
to them, they would not have sin; but 
now they have no excuse for their sin. 

23 “He who hates Me hates My Fa- 
ther also. 

24 “If [had not done among them 
the works which no one else did, they 
would not have sin; but now they have 
both seen and hated Me and My Fa- 
ther as well. Jo 9:41; 15:21 

25 “But they have done this to ful- 
fill the word that is written in their 
RLaw, ‘“THEy HATED ME WITHOUT A 
CAUSE,’ Jo 10:34 © Ps 35:19: 69:4 

26 “When the ®Helper comes, 
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Rwhom I will send to you from the Fa- 
ther, that is ®the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He will tes- 
tify about Me, Jo 14:16 * Jo 14:26 * Jo 14:17 

27 and you will testify also, be- 
cause you have been with Me ®from 
the beginning. Lk 1:2 
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Jesus’ Warning | S104 
l “RThese things I have spoken to 
ou so that you may be kept 

from stumbling. Jo 15:18-27 * Ma 11:6 
2 “They will }make you outcasts 
from the synagogue, but 8an hour is 
coming for everyone ®who kills you to 
think that he is offering service to 
GOd. Jo 9:22 * Jo 4:21; 16:25 « Is 66:5; Ac 26:9-11; Re 6:9 
3 “These things they will do 8be- 
cause they have not known the Father 
or Me. Jo 8:19, 55; 15:21; 17:25; Ac 3:17; 1 Jo 3:1 
4 “But these things I have spoken 

to you, ®so that when their hour 
comes, you may remember that I told 
you of them. These things I did not 
say to you Rat the beginning, because 
I was with you. Jo 13:19 © Lk 1:2 


The Holy Spirit Promised . 
5 “But now I am going to Him 
who sent Me; and none of you asks 
Me, ‘®Where are You going?’ Jo 13:36: 14:5 
6 “But because I have said these 
things to you, ®sorrow has filled your 
heart. Jo 14:1; 16:22 
7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to 
your advantage that I go away; 
for if I do not go away, the ®Helper 
will not come to you; but if I go, 81 will 
send Him to you. Jo 14:16 © Jo 14:26 
8 “And He, when He comes, will 
convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment; 
9 concerning sin, 3because they 
do not believe in Me; Jo 15:22, 24 
10 and concerning righteousness, 
because ®I go to the Father and you 
no longer see Me; Jo 16:5 
11 Rand concerning judgment, be- 
cause the ruler of this world has been 
judged. Jo 12:31 
12 “I have many more things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 
13 “But when He, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, He will guide you into 
all the truth; for He will not speak on 


Y% 16:7-15 
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His own initiative, but whatever He 
hears, He will speak; and He will dis- 
close to you what isto come. — Jo 14:17 
14 “He will ®glorify Me, for He will 
take of Mine and will disclose it to 
you Jo 7:39 

15 “RAl] things that the Father has 
are Mine; therefore I said that He 
takes of Mine and will Mss it to 
you. _Jo 17:10 


Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 
Foretold 
16 “RA little while, and you will no 
longer see Me; and again a little 
while, and you will see Me.” Jo 7:33 
17 Some of His disciples then said 


_ to one another, “What is this thing He 
-is telling us, ‘8A little while, and you 


will not see Me; and again a little 


_ while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘be- 


cause I go to the Father’?” Jo 16:16 

18 So they were saying, “What is 
this that He says, ‘A little while’? We 
do not know what He is talking 
about.” 

19 Jesus knew that they wished to 
question Him, and He said to them, 
“Are you deliberating together about 
this, that I said, ‘A little while, and you 
will not see Me, and again a little 
while, and you will see Me’? 

20 “Truly, truly, I say to you, that 
you will weep and lament, but the 
world will rejoice; you will grieve, but 
your grief will be turned into joy. 

21 “Whenever a woman is in labor 
she has pain, because her hour has 
come; but when she gives birth to the 
child, she no longer remembers the 
anguish because of the joy that a child 
has been born into the world. 

22 “Therefore you too have 
grief now; but ®I will see you 
again, and your heart will rejoice, and 
no one will take your joy away from 
you. Jo 16:6 ¢ Jo 16:16 


Prayer Promises 
23 “RIn that day ®you will not ques- 
tion Me about anything. Truly, truly, I 
say to you, Rif you ask the Father for 
oe in My name, He will give it to 
Jo 14:20; 16:26 * Jo 16:19, 30 * Jo 15:16 
ay “RUntil now you have asked for 
nothing i in My name; ask and you will 
receive, so that your 8joy may be 
made full. Jo 14:14 © Jo 3:29; 15:11 
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25 “These things I have spoken to 
you in figurative language; 8an hour is 
coming when I will no longer speak 
to you in figurative language, but will 
tell you plainly of the Father. Jo 16:2 

26 “RIn that day 8you will ask in 
My name, and I do not say to you that 
I will request of the Father on your be- 

Jo 14:20; 16:23 © Jo 16:19, 30 

OT for the Father Himself loves 
you, because you have loved Me 

and ®have believed that I came forth 
from the Father. Jo 14:21, 23 © Jo 2:11; 16:30 

28 “®] came forth from the Father 
and have come into the world; I am 
leaving the world again and ®going to 
the Father.” — Jo 8:42; 16:30 « Jo 13:1, 3; 16:5, 10, 17 

29 His disciples *said, “Lo, now You 
are speaking plainly and are not ‘us- 
ing a figure of speech. Lit saying a proverb 

30 “Now we know that You know 
all things, and have no need for any- 
one to question You; by this we believe 
that You came from God.” 

31 Jesus answered them, “Do you 
now believe? 

32 “Behold, an hour is coming, 
and has already come, for you to be 
scattered, each to his own home, and 
to leave Me alone; and yet I am not 
alone, because the Father is with Me. 

33 “These things I have spoken 
to you, so that Xin Me you may 
have peace. ®In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.” —_Jo 14:27 « Jo 15:18ff 


The High Priestly Prayer 
l Jesus spoke these things; and 
Rlifting up His eyes to heaven, 
He said, “Father, the hour has come; 
Rglorify Your Son, that the Son may 
glorify You, Jo 11:41 © Jo 7:39; 13:31f 
2 even as ®You gave Him author- 
ity over all flesh, that ®to all whom You 
have given Him, ®He may give eternal 
life. Jo 3:35 ¢ Jo 10:28 © Jo 6:37, 39; 17:6, 9, 24 
3 “This is eternal life, that they 
may know You, ®the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom ®You have 
sent. Jo 5:44 © Jo 3:17; 17:8, 21, 23, 25 
4 “R] glorified You on the earth, 
having accomplished the work which 
You have given Me to do. Jo 13:31 
5 “Now, Father, ®glorify Me to- 


Y 16:22-24 2% 16:27 % 16:33 


JOHN 17:6 


gether with Yourself, with the glory 
which I had with You before the 
world was. Jo 17:1 © Jo 1:1; 8:58; 17:24; Ph 2:6 
6 “8] have manifested Your name 
to the men whom ®You gave Me out 
of the world; they were Yours and You 
gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word. Jo 17:26 Jo 6:37, 39; 17:2, 9, 24 
7 “Now they have come to know 
that everything You have given Me is 
from You; 
8 for the words which You gave 
Me I have given to them; and they re- 
ceived them and truly understood 
that I came forth from You, and they 
believed that You sent Me. © Jo6:68; 12:49 
9 “RT ask on their behalf; I do not 
ask on behalf of the world, but of 
those whom You have given Me; for 
Rthey are Yours; Lk 22:32; Jo 14:16 ° Jo 17:6 

10 and all things that are Mine 
are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I 
have been glorified in them: Jo 16:15 

11 “I am no longer in the world; 

and yet they themselves are in 
the world, and I come to You. Holy Fa- 
ther, keep them in Your name, the 
name which You have given Me, that 
they may be one even as We are. 

12 “While I was with them, I was 
keeping them in Your name which You 
have given Me; and I guarded them 
and not one of them perished but ®the 
son of perdition, so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled. Jo 6:70 


The Disciples in the World 
13 “But now 8I come to You; and 
Rthese things I speak in the world so 
that they may have My joy made full 
in themselves.’ Jo 7:33; 17:11'* Jo 15:11 « Jo 3:29 
14 “T have given them Your word; 
and ®the world has hated them, be- 
cause they are not of the world, even 
as Iam not of the world. Jo 15:19 
15. “I do not ask You to take them 
out of the world, but to keep them 
from Tthe evil one. Or evil © Ma 5:37 
16 “8They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world. 'Jo17:14 
17 “8Sanctify them in the truth; 
Your word is truth. Jo 15:3 
18 “As RYou sent Me into the 
world, ®I also have sent them into the 
world. Jo 3:17; 17:3, 8, 21, 23, 25 © Ma 10:5; Jo 4:38: 20:21 
19 “For their sakes I 8sanctify My- 
self, that they themselves also may be 
Rsanctified in truth. Jo 15:13 *Jo 15:3 
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20 “I do not ask on behalf of these 
alone, but for those also who believe 
in Me through their word; 

21 that they may all be one; 
”~  Reven as You, Father, are in Me 
and I in You, that they also may be in 
Us, 8so that the world may believe 
that You sent Me. = Jo 10:38; 17:11, 23 Jo 17:8 


Their Future Glory 
22 “The. glory which You . have 
given Me I have given to them, that 
they may be one, just as We are one; 
23 ®J in them and You in Me, that 
they may be perfected in unity, so that 
the world may know that You sent Me, 
and ®loved them, even as You. have 
loved Me. Jo 10:38; 17:11, 21 © Jo 16:27 
24 “Father, I desire that ®they also, 
whom You have given Me, ®be with 
Me where I am, so that they may see 
My glory which You have given Me, 
for You loved Me before the founda- 
tion of the world. Jo 17:2 * Jo 12:26 
25 “O ®righteous Father, although 
the world has not known You, yet I 
have known You; and these. have 
known that You sent Me; Jo 17:11; 1Jo1:9 
26 and ®I have made Your name 
known to them, and will make it 
known, so that the love with which 
You loved Me may be in them, and I in 
them.” Jo 17:6 © Jo 15:9 


Judas Betrays Jesus 

When Jesus had spoken these 

a Owords, He went forth with His 
disciples over the ravine of the 
Kidron, where there was a garden, in 

which He entered with His disciples. 
2 Now Judas also, who was "be- 
traying Him, knew the place, for Jesus 
had often met there with His disci- 
ples. Or handing Him over ¢ Lk 21:37; 22:39 
3 Judas then, having received 
Rthe Roman cohort and officers from 
the chief priests and the Pharisees, 
*came there with lanterns and torches 
and weapons. Jo 18:12; Ac 10:1 
_ 4 So Jesus, ®knowing all the 
things that were coming upon Him, 
went forth and *said to them, “®Whom 
do you seek?” Jo 6:64; 13:1, 11 ¢ Jo 18:7 
5. They answered Him, “Jesus the 
Nazarene.” He *said to them, “I am 
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He.” And Judas also, who was betray- 
ing Him, was standing with them. 

6 So when He said to them, “I am 
He,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 

7 Therefore He again asked 
them, ““Whom do you seek?” And 
they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” Jo 18:4 

8 Jesus answered, “I told you that 
I am He; so if you seek Me, let these 
go their way,” 

9 to fulfill the word which He 
spoke, “ROf those whom You have 
given Me I lost not one.” Jo 17:12 

Simon Peter then, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; 


and the slave’s name was Malchus. 


11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the 
sword into the sheath; ®the cup which 
the Father has given Me, shall I not 
drink it?” Ma 20:22; 26:39; Mk 14:36; Lk 22:42 


Jesus before the Priests 

12 ®So ®the Roman cohort and 
the commander and the "officers of 
the Jews, arrested Jesus and bound 
Him, Jo 18:12f: Ma 26:57ff * Jo 18:3 © Jo 18:3 

13 and led Him to Annas first; for 
he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who 
was high priest that year. 

14 Now Caiaphas was the one 
who had advised the Jews that ®it was 
expedient for one man to die on be- 
half of the people. Jo 11:50 

15 Simon Peter was following 
Jesus, and so was another disciple. 
Now that disciple was known to the 
high priest, and entered with Jesus 
into the court of the high priest, 

16 but Peter was standing at the 
door outside. So the other disciple, 
who was known to the high priest, 
went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, 
and brought Peter in. 

17 ®Then the slave-girl who Kept 
the door *said to Peter, “®You are not 
also one of this man’s disciples, are 
you?” He *said, “I am not.” Ac 12:13 « Jo 18:25 

18 Now the slaves and the ®offi- 
cers were standing there, having 
made 8a charcoal fire, for it was cold 
and they were warming themselves; 
and Peter was also with them, stand- 
ing and warming himself. Jo 18:3 + Jo 21:9 

19 The high priest then ques- 
tioned Jesus about His disciples, and 
about His teaching. 
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20 Jesus answered him, “I have 
spoken openly to the world; I always 
taught in synagogues and in the tem- 
ple, where all the Jews come together; 
and I spoke nothing in secret. 

21 “Why do you question Me? 
Question those who have heard what 
I ee to them; they know what I 
said.” 

22 When He had said this, one of 
the 8officers standing nearby ®struck 
Jesus, saying, “Is that the way You an- 
swer the high priest?” Jo 18:3 © Jo 19:3 

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have 
spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; 
but if rightly, why do you strike Me?” 

24 ®So Annas sent Him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest. Jo 18:13 


Peter’s Denial of Jesus 

25 Now ®Simon Peter was stand- 
ing and warming himself. So they said 
to him, “®You are not also one of His 
disciples, are you?” He denied it, and 
said, “I am not.” Jo 18:18 © Jo 18:17 

26 One of the slaves of the high 
priest, being a relative of the one 
whose ear Peter cut off, *said, “Did I 
not see you in the garden with Him?” 

27 Peter then denied it again, and 
immediately 8a rooster crowed. Jo 13:38 


Jesus before Pilate 

28 ®Then they *led Jesus from Ca- 
iaphas into the *Praetorium, and it 
was early; and they themselves did 
not enter into the Praetorium so that 
they would not be defiled, but might 
eat the Passover. Ma 27:2; Mk 15:1; Lk 23:1 

29 Therefore Pilate went out to 
them and *said, “What accusation do 
you bring against this Man>” 

30 They answered and said to 
him, “If this Man were not an evildoer, 
we would not have delivered Him to 

31 So Pilate said to them, “Take 
Him yourselves, and judge Him ac- 
cording to your law.” The Jews said to 
him, “We are not permitted to put any- 
one to death,” 

32 to fulfill the word of Jesus 
which He spoke, signifying by what 
kind of death He was about to die. 

33 Therefore Pilate Sentered again 
into the Praetorium, and summoned 


18:28 I.e. governor’s official residence 
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Jesus and said to Him, “Are You the 
King of the Jews?” Jo 18:28, 29; 19:9 

34 Jesus answered, “Are you say- 
ing this ‘on your own initiative, or did 
others tell you about Me?” tit from yourself 

35 Pilate answered, “I am not a 
Jew, am I? Your own nation and the 
chief priests delivered You to me; what 
have You done?” 

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom 
is not of this world: If My kingdom 
were of this world, then My servants 
would be fighting so that I would not 
be handed over to the Jews; but as it 
is, My kingdom is not fof this realm.” 

37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, 
“So You are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say correctly that I am a king. 
For this I have been born, and for this 
I have come into the world, to testify 
to the truth. 3Everyone who is of the 
truth hears My voice.” Jo 8:47; 1 Jo 4:6 

38 Pilate *said to Him, “What is 
truth?” 

And when he had said this, he 
went out again to the Jews and *said 
to them, “I find no guilt in Him. 

39 “But you have a custom that I 
release someone for you at the 
Passover; do you wish then that I re- 
lease for you the King of the Jews?” 

40 So they cried out again, saying, 
“RNot this Man, but Barabbas.” Now 
Barabbas was a robber. Ac 3:14 


The Crown of Thorns 
] Pilate then took Jesus and 
Rscourged Him. Ma 27:26 
2 ®And the soldiers twisted to- 
gether a crown of thorns and put it on 
His head, and put a purple robe on 
Him; Ma 27:27-30: Mk 15:16-19 
3 and they began to come up to 
Him and say, “®Hail, King of the 
Jews!” and to ®give Him slaps in the 
face. Ma 27:29; Mk 15:18 ¢ Jo 18:22 
4 Pilate ®came out again and 
*said to them, “Behold, I am bringing 
Him out to you so that you may know 
that I find no guilt in Him.” —_ Jo 18-33, 38 
5 Jesus then came out, ®wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple 
robe. Pilate *said to them, “Behold, 
the Man!” Jo 19:2 
6 So when the chief priests and 
the ®officers saw Him, they cried out 
saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate *said 
to them, “Take Him yourselves and 
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crucify Him, for 8I find no guilt in 
Him.” Ma 26:58; Jo 18:3 © Lk 23:4; Jo 18:38; 19:4 

7 The Jews answered him, “®We 
have a law, and by that law He ought 
to die because He made Himself out 
to be the Son of God.” Le 24:16; Ma 26:63-66 

8 Therefore when Pilate heard 
this statement, he was even more 
afraid; 

9 and he entered into the ‘Prae- 
torium again and *said to Jesus, 
“Where are You from?” But Jesus gave 
him no answer. Jo 18:33 

10 So Pilate *said to Him, “You do 
not speak to me? Do You not know 
that I have authority to release You, 
and I have authority to crucify You?” 

11 Jesus answered, “You would 
have no authority Tover Me, unless it 
had been given you from above; for 
this reason he who delivered Me to 
you has the greater sin.” Ro 13:1 « Lit against 

12 Asa result of this Pilate made 
efforts to release Him, but the Jews 
cried out saying, “If you release this 
Man, you are no friend of Caesar; 
everyone who makes himself out to 
be a king opposes Caesar.” 

13 Therefore when Pilate heard 
these words, he brought Jesus out, 
and ®sat down on the judgment seat at 
a place called The Pavement, but in 
Hebrew, Gabbatha. Ma 27:19 

14. Now it was the day of prepara- 
tion for the Passover; it was about the 
sixth hour. And he *said to the Jews, 
“Behold, 8your King!” Jo 19:19, 21 

15 So they cried out, “Away with 
Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” 
Pilate *said to them, “Shall I crucify 
your King?” The chief priests an- 
swered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 


The Crucifixion 

16 So he then handed Him over to 
them to be crucified. 

17 They took Jesus, therefore, and 
He went out, ®bearing His own cross, 
to the place called the Place of a 
Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Gol- 
gotha. Ma 27:32; Mk 15:21; Lk 14:27; 23:26 

_18 There they crucified Him, and 
with Him "two other men, one on ei- 
ther side, and Jesus in between. 1x 23:32 

19 Pilate also wrote an inscription 


18:36 Lit from here 19:9 I.e. governor’s official 
residence 19:14 Perhaps 6 a.m 
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and put it on the cross. It was written, 
“JESUS THE NAZARENE, 8THE 
KING OF THE JEWS.” Jo 19:14, 21 

20 Therefore many of the Jews 
read this inscription, for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in He- 
brew, Latin and in Greek. Jo 19:13 

21 So the chief priests of the Jews 
were saying to Pilate, “Do not write, 
‘The King of the Jews’; but that He 
said, ‘I am King of the Jews.” 

22 Pilate answered, “What I have 
written I have written.” — Ge 43:14; Es 4:16 

23 Then 8the soldiers, when they 
had crucified Jesus, took His outer 
garments and made four parts, a part 
to every soldier and also the Ftunic; 
now the tunic was seamless, woven in 
one piece. Ma 27:35; Mk 15:24; Lk 23:34 

24 So they said to one another, 
“Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, 
to decide whose it shall be”; this was 
to fulfill the Scripture: “THEY DIVIDED 
My OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND 
FOR My CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS.” 

25 Therefore the soldiers did 
these things. 

But standing by the cross of Jesus 
were RHis mother, and His mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
RMary Magdalene. Ma 12:46 « Lk 8:2; Jo 20:1, 18 

26 When Jesus then saw His 
mother, and the disciple whom He 
loved standing nearby, He *said to His 
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 

27 Then He *said to the disciple, 
“Behold, your mother!” From that 
hour the disciple took her into ®his 
own household. Lk 18:28; Jo 1:11; 16:32; Ac 21:6 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that 
all things had already been accom- 
plished, ®to fulfill the Scripture, *said, 
“T am thirsty.” Jo 13:1; 17:4 ¢ Jo 19:24, 36f 

29 A jar full of sour wine was 
standing there; so ®they put a sponge 
full of the sour wine upon a branch of 
hyssop and brought it up to His 
mouth. Jo 19:29, 30: Ma 27:48, 50; Mk 15:36f; Lk 23:36 

30 Therefore when Jesus had re- 
ceived the sour wine, He said, “®It is 
finished!” And He bowed His head 
and gave up His spirit. Jo 17:4 


Care of the Body of Jesus _ 

31 Then the Jews, because it was 
Rthe day of preparation, so that the 
bodies would not remain on the cross 
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on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was 
a ®high day), asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken, and that they 
might be taken away. Jo 19:14, 42 © Ex 12:16 

32 So the soldiers came, and 
broke the legs of the first man and of 
the other who was ®crucified with 
Him; Jo 19:18 

33 but coming to Jesus, when they 
saw that He was already dead, they 
did not break His legs. 

34 But one of the soldiers pierced 
His side with a spear, and immedi- 
ately blood and water came out. 

35 And he who has seen has testi- 
fied, and his testimony is true; and he 
knows that he is telling the truth, so 
that you also may believe. 

36 For these things came to pass 
Rto fulfill the Scripture, “Nor A BONE 
OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” Jo 19:24, 28 

37 And again another Scripture 
says, “RTHEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM 
THEY PIERCED.” Ze 12:10; Re 1:7 

38 After these things Joseph of 
Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, 
but a ®secret one for fear of the Jews, 
asked Pilate that he might take away 
the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted 
permission. So he came and took 
away His body. Mk 15:43 ¢ Jo 7:13 

39 RNicodemus, who had _ first 
come to Him by night, also came, 
Rbringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about a "hundred pounds 
weight. Jo 3:1 © Mk 16:1 ¢ Jo 12:3 

40 So they took the body of Jesus 
and ®bound it in linen wrappings with 
the spices, as is the burial custom of 
the Jews. Ma 26:12; Mk 14:8; Jo 11:44 

4] Now inthe place where He was 
crucified there was a garden, and in 
the garden a ®new tomb 8in which no 
one had yet been laid. ma 27:60 « Lk 23:53 

42 Therefore because of the Jew- 
ish day of preparation, since the 
tomb was ®nearby, they laid Jesus 
there. Jo 19:14, 31 ¢ Jo 19:20, 41 


The Empty Tomb 

2 Now on the first day of the week 
RMary Magdalene *came early 

to the tomb, while it *was still dark, 

and *saw the stone already taken 

away from the tomb. Jo 19:25; 20:18 


19:23 Gr khiton, the garment worn next to the skin 
Y* 19:25-27 
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2 So she *ran and *came to 
Simon Peter and to the other Rdisci- 
ple whom Jesus loved; and *said 
to them, “8They have taken away 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
do not know where they have laid 

fe Jo 13:23 ¢ Jo 20:13 

3 ®So Peter and the other disci- 
ple went forth, and they were going to 
the tomb. Lk 24:12: Jo 20:3-10 

4 The two were running to- 
gether; and the other disciple ran 
ahead faster than Peter and came to 
the tomb first; 

5 and &stooping and looking in, 
he *saw the linen wrappings lying 
there; but he did not go in. Jo 20:11 

6 And so Simon Peter also 
*came, following him, and entered the 
tomb; and he *saw the linen wrap- 
pings lying there, 

7 and &the face-cloth which had 
been on His head, not lying with the 
Rlinen wrappings, but rolled up in a 
place by itself. Jo 11:44 © Jo 19:40 

8 So the other disciple who had 
first come to the tomb then also en- 
tered, and he saw and believed. Jo 20:4 

9 For as yet 8they did not under- 
stand the Scripture, that He must rise 
again from the dead. Ma 22:29; Jo 2:22 

10 So the disciples went away 
again ®to their own homes. Lk 24:12 

11 ®But Mary was standing out- 
side the tomb weeping; and so, as she 
wept, she ®stooped and looked into 
the tomb; Mk 16:5 © Jo 20:5 

12 and she *saw two angels in 
white sitting, one at the head and one 
at the feet, where the body of Jesus 
had been lying. Ma 28:2f; Mk 16:5; Lk 24:4 

13 And they *said to her, ““Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She *said to 
them, “Because they have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid Him.” Jo 20:15 © Jo 20:2 

14 When she had said this, she 
turned around and *®saw Jesus stand- 
ing there, and ®did not know that it 
was Jesus. Ma 28:9; Mk 16:9 * Jo 21:4 

15 Jesus *said to her, ““Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?” Supposing Him to be the 
gardener, she *said to Him, “Sir, if you 
have carried Him away, tell me where 
you have laid Him, and I will take Him 
away.” Jo 20:13 

16 Jesus *said to her, “Mary!” She 
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turned and *said to Him in Hebrew, 
“Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher). 
17 Jesus *said to her, “Stop cling- 
ing to Me, for I have not yet ascended 
to the Father; but go to [My brethren 
and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Fa- 
ther and your Father, and My God and 
your God.” © Ma28:10 « Mk 12:26; 16:19; Jo 7:33 
18 RMary Magdalene *came, Ran- 
nouncing to the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord,” and that He had said these 
things to her. Jo 20:1 © Mk 16:10; Lk 24:10, 23 


Jesus among His Disciples 

19 So when it was evening on that 
day, the first day of the week, and 
when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were, for 8fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and *said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” Jo 7:13 ¢ Lk 24:36; Jo 14:27; 20:21, 26 

20 And when He had said this, He 
showed them both His hands and His 
side. The disciples then rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jo 16:20, 22 

21 So Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you; as the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.” Jo 17:18 

22 And when He had *said this, 
He breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23. “RIf you forgive the sins of any, 
their sins have been forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they have 
been retained.” Ma 16:19; 18:18 

24 But Thomas, one of the 
twelve, called Didymus, was not with 
them when Jesus came. Jo 11:16 

25 So the other disciples were say- 
ing to him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see in 
RHis hands the imprint of the nails, 
and put my finger into the place of the 
nails, and put my hand into His side, 
RT will not believe.” Jo 20:20 © Mk 16:11 

26 After eight days His disciples 
were again inside, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus *came, the doors having 
been shut, and stood in their midst 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 

27 Then He *said to Thomas, 
“Reach here with your finger, and see 
My hands; and reach here your hand 
and put it into My side; and do not be 
unbelieving, but believing.” 

_28 Thomas answered and said to 
Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus *said to him, “Because 
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you have seen Me, have you believed? 
RBlessed are they who did not see, 
and yet believed.” 1 Pe 1:8 


Why This Gospel Was Written 
30 ®Therefore many other ®signs 
Jesus also performed in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; Jo 21:25 © Jo 2:11 
31 but these have been written so 
that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving you may have life in His name. 


Jesus Appears at the Sea of 

Galilee 

2 After these things Jesus mani- 
fested Himself again to the dis- 

ciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He 

manifested Himself in this way. 

2 Simon Peter, and ®Thomas 
called Didymus, and Nathanael of 
RCana in Galilee, and the sons of 
Zebedee, and two others of His disci- 
ples were together. Jo 11:16 ¢ Jo 1:45ff « Jo 2:1 

3 Simon Peter *said to them, “I 
am going fishing.” They *said to him, 
“We will also come with you.” They 
went out and got into the boat; and 
Rthat night they caught nothing. 1k5:5 

4 But when the day was now 
breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; 
yet the disciples did not know that it 
was Jesus. Lk 24:16; Jo 20:14 

5 So Jesus *said to them, “Chil- 
dren, you do not have any fish, do 
you?” They answered Him, “No.” 

6 And He said to them, “Cast 
the net on the right-hand side of the 
boat and you will find a catch.” So 
they cast, and then they were not able 
to haul it in because of the great num- 
ber of fish. Lk 5:4ff 

7 Therefore that disciple whom 
Jesus loved *said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord.” So when Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he put his outer 
garment on (for he was stripped for 
work), and threw himself into the sea. 

8 But the other disciples came in 
the little boat, for they were not far 
from the land, but about one hundred 
yards away, dragging the net full of 
fish. Lit 200 cubits 

9 So when they got out on the 
land, they *saw a charcoal fire already 
laid and fish placed on it, and bread. 

10 Jesus *said to them, “Bring 
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some of the ®fish which you have now 
caught.” Jo 6:9, 11; 21:9, 13 
11 Simon Peter went up and drew 
the net to land, full of large fish, a 
hundred and fifty-three; and although 
phere were SO many, the net was not 
orn. 


Jesus Provides 

12 Jesus *said to them, “Come and 
have breakfast.” None of the disci- 
ples ventured to question Him, “Who 
are You?” knowing that it was the 
Lord. Jo 21:15 

13 Jesus *came and “took ®the 
bread and *gave it to them, and the 
Rfish likewise. Jo 21:9 © Jo 6:9, 11; 21:9, 10 

14 This is now the &third time that 
Jesus 'was manifested to the disci- 
ples, after He was raised from the 
dead. Jo 20:19, 26 © Or made Himself visible 


The Love Motivation 

15 So when they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love Me 
more than these?” He *said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 
He *said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 

16 He *said to him again a second 
time, “Simon, son of John, do you ‘love 
Me?” He *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You 
know that I love You.” He *said to him, 
“Shepherd My sheep.” Gr agapao 

17 He *said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” 
Peter was grieved because He said to 
him &the third time, “Do you love 
Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, "You 
know all things; You know that I love 
You.” Jesus *said to him, “Tend My 
sheep. Jo 13:38 * Jo 16:30 Jo 21:15, 16 


Our Times Are in His Hand 

18 “Truly, truly, I say to you, when 
you were younger, you used to gird 
yourself and walk wherever you 
wished; but when you grow old, you 
will stretch out your hands and some- 
one else will gird you, and bring you 
where you do not wish to go.” 

19 Now this He *said, signifying 
by what kind of death he would glo- 
rify God. And when He had spoken 
this, He said to him, “Follow Me!” 

20 Peter, turning around, *saw the 
Rdisciple whom Jesus loved following 
them; the one who also had "leaned 
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back on His bosom at the supper and 
said, “Lord, who is the one who be- 
trays You?” Jo 21:7 ¢ Jo 13:25 

21 So Peter seeing him *said to 
Jesus, “Lord, and what about this 
man?” 

22 Jesus *said to him, “If I want 
him to remain until I come, what is 
that to you? You follow Me!” 

23 Therefore this saying went out 
among &the brethren that that disci- 
ple would not die; yet Jesus did not 
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say to him that he would not die, but 
only, “If I want him to remain until I 
come, what is that to you?” Ac 1:15 

24 This is the disciple who 8is tes- 
tifying to these things and wrote these 
things, and we know that his testi- 
mony is true. Jo 15:27 

25 And there are also many other 
things which Jesus did, which if they 
*were written in detail, I suppose that 
even the world itself “would not con- 
tain the books that *would be written. 


AC TS 


Author: There are many “we” sec- 
tions in Acts that imply the 
author was present for these 
events (16:10-17; 20:5- 
21:18; 27:1-28:16). These 
sections of Acts are the his- 
torical record of an eyewit- 
ness. For the remainder of this 
book, Luke no doubt followed 
the same careful investigative 
procedures that he used in 
writing his Gospel (Lk 1:1-4). 
As a close traveling compan- 
ion of Paul, Luke had access 
to the principal eyewitness for 
chapters 13-18. It is also 
likely that he had opportuni- 
ties to interview such key wit- 
nesses in Jerusalem as Peter 
and John for the information 
in chapters 13-28. Twentieth- 
century archeological discov- 
eries have strikingly confirmed 
the trustworthiness and preci- 
sion of Luke as an historian. 


Time: C. A.D. 33-62 


Introduction 
The first account I composed, 
RTheophilus, about all that Jesus 
Rbegan to do and teach, — Lk 1:3 Lk 3:23 

2 until the day when He was 
taken up to heaven, after He had by 
the Holy Spirit given orders to the 
apostles whom He had chosen. 

3 To these He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffering, by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them over a period of forty days and 
speaking of ®the things concerning 
the kingdom of God. Ac 8:12; 19:8; 28:23, 31 
~~ 4 Gathering them together, He 

commanded them &not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Fa- 
ther had promised, “Which,” He said, 
“you heard of from Me; Lk 24:49 


Key Verse: Ac 2:42-47 


Theme: Acts is the record of how the 
events surrounding Jesus’ life 
and death and resurrection re- 
sulted in this worldwide move- 
ment called the church. The 
book is certainly not a com- 
prehensive history. Acts is like 
more a photo album of snap- 
shots. It is the record of an 
eyewitness, who wrote about 
what he saw and what seemed 
to be the critical events in the 
beginnings of the church and 
its movement out of Jeru- 
salem to the rest of the world. 
One could say that the Book 
of Acts is an elaboration on 
Acts 1:8: “but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.” 


5 for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized ‘with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from 
NOW.” Ma 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jo 1:33; Ac 11:16 « Orin 

6 So when they had come to- 
gether, they were asking Him, saying, 
“Lord, is it at this time You are restor- 
ing the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them, “It is not for 

you to know times or epochs 
which &the Father has fixed by His 
own authority; Ma 24:36; Mk 13:32 

8 but you will receive power 
Rwhen the Holy Spirit has come’ upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 


YA 1:45 Y% 1:7-8 


ACTS 1:9 


and Samaria, and even to the re- 
motest part of the earth.” Ac 2:1-4 


The Ascension 
a 9 And after He had said these 
things, He was lifted up while 
they were looking on, and a cloud re- 
ceived Him out of their sight. 
10 And as they were gazing in- 
tently into 'the sky while He was 
going, behold, two men in white cloth- 
ing stood beside them. Or heaven 
11 They also said, “kMen of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into the sky? This Jesus, who ®has 
been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in just the same way as 
you have watched Him go into 
heaven.” Ac 2:7; 13:31 © Mk 16:19; Ac 1:9, 22 


The Upper Room 

12 Then they "returned to Jeru- 
salem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day’s journey away. Lk 24:52 

13 When they had entered the 
city, they went up to the upper room 
where they were staying; that is, Peter 
and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the 
son of James. 

14 These all with one mind were 
continually devoting themselves to 
prayer, along with the women, and 
Mary the ®mother of Jesus, and with 
His ®brothers. Lk 8:2f © Ma 12:46 * Ma 12:46 

15 ‘At this time Peter stood up in 
the midst of the brethren (a gathering 
of about one hundred and twenty 
Tpersons was there together), and 
said, Lit In these days * Lit names 

16 “Brethren, the Scripture had to 
be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
foretold by the mouth of David con- 
cerning Judas, who became a guide to 
those who arrested Jesus. 

17 “For he was ®counted among us 
and received his share in "this min- 
istry.” Jo 6:70f © Ac 1:25; 20:24; 21:19 

18 (Now this man acquired a 
field with ®the price of his wicked- 
ness, and falling headlong, he burst 
open in the middle and all his intes- 
tines gushed out. Ma 27:3-10 * Ma 26:14f 

19 And it became known to all 
who were living in Jerusalem; so that 
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in §their own language that field was 
called Hakeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) Ma 27:8; Ac 21:40 

20 “For it is written in the book of 

Psalms, 
‘RLET HIS HOMESTEAD BE MADE 
DESOLATE, 
AND LET NO ONE DWELL IN IT’; 
and, 
‘RLET ANOTHER MAN TAKE HIS 
OFFICE.’ Ps 69:25 ¢ Ps 109:8 

21 “Therefore it is necessary that 
of the men who have accompanied us 
all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out Tamong us— Lk 24:3 « Lit to us 

22 ®beginning ‘with the baptism 
of John until the day that He was 
taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us of His res- 
urrection.” Ma 3:16; Mk 1:1-4, 9; Lk 3:21 ¢ Lit from 

23 So they put forward two men, 
Joseph called Barsabbas (who was 
also called Justus), and Matthias. 

24 And they ®prayed and said, 
“You, Lord, who know the hearts of 
all men, show which one of these two 
You have chosen Ac 6:6; 13:3; 14:23 

25 to occupy ®this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” —sac1:17 

26 And they drew lots for them, 
and the lot fell to Matthias; and he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 


The Day of Pentecost 
When &the day of Pentecost had 
come, they were all together in one 
place. Le 23:15f; Ac 20:16; 1 Co 16:8 
bs? And suddenly there came from 
heaven a noise like a violent rush- 
ing wind, and it filled ®the whole 
house where they were sitting. ac 4:31 
3 And there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire distributing them- 
selves, and 'they 'rested on each one 
of them. Or being distributed ¢ Lit it ¢ Or sat 
4 And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other ‘tongues, as the Spirit was 
giving them utterance. Or languages 
5 Now there were Jews living in 
Jerusalem, ®devout men from every 
nation under heaven. Lk 2:25; Ac 8:2 
6 And when &this sound oc- 
curred, the crowd came together, and 
were bewildered because each one of 


19-11 $2:2-11 
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them was hearing them speak in his 
own pe Ee ae Ac 2:2 © Or dialect 
; 7 ®They were amazed and aston- 
ished, saying; “Why, are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? — ac2:12 

8 “And how is it that we each 
hear them in our own ‘language ‘to 
which we were born? Or dialect ® Lit in 

9 “Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
RPontus and Asia, Ac 18:2; 1 Pe 1:1 

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the districts of Libya around 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and Fproselytes, 

11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear 
them in our own tongues speaking of 
the mighty deeds of God.” 

12 And &they all continued in 
amazement and great perplexity, say- 
ing to one another, “What does this 
mean?” Ac 2:7 

13 But others were mocking and 
saying, “They are full of ‘sweet 
wine.” 1 Co 14:23 ¢ Ie. new wine 


Peter’s Sermon 
14 But Peter, ‘taking his stand 
with ®the eleven, raised his voice and 
declared to them: “Men of Judea and 
all you who live in Jerusalem, let this 
be known to you and give heed to my 
words. or being put forward as spokesman ¢ Ac 1:26 
15 “For these men are not drunk, 
as you suppose, ®for it is only the 
FIthird hour of the day; 11h5:7¢Le.9 am. 
16 but this is what was spoken of 
through the prophet Joel: 
yw 17 ‘RAND IT SHALL BE IN THE 
LAST DAYS, God says, 
‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF My 
SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; 
AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR 
DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, 
AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE 
VISIONS, 
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL 
DREAM DREAMS; Joel 2:28-32 
18 EvEN ON My BONDSLAVES, BOTH 
MEN AND WOMEN, 
I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR 
FORTH OF My SPIRIT 
And they shall prophesy. 
19 ‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN 
THE SKY ABOVE 
AND SIGNS ON THE EARTH 
BELOW, 
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BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF 
SMOKE. 

20 “THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO 

DARKNESS 

AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, 

BEFORE THE GREAT AND 
GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD 
SHALL COME. 

21 ‘AND IT SHALL BE THAT 

REVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE 
SAVED.’ Ro 10:13 

22 “Men of Israel, listen to these 
words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man at- 
tested to you by God with miracles 
and wonders and signs which God 
performed through Him in your 
midst, just as you yourselves know— 

23 this Man, delivered over by the 
Rpredetermined plan and foreknowl- 
edge of God, you nailed to a cross by 
the hands of godless men and put 
Him to death. — Lk 22:22; Ac 3:18; 4:28; 1 Pe 1:20 

24 “But God raised Him up again, 
putting an end to the agony of death, 
since it }was impossible for Him to be 
held in its power. Jo 20:9 

25 “For David says of Him, 

‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY 
PRESENCE; 

For HE Is AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO 
THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 

26 “THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD 

AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; 

MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL 
LIVE IN HOPE; 

27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT 

ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 

RNOR ALLOW YouR Hoty ONE 
TO UNDERGO DECAY. Ac 13:35 

28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME 

THE WAYS OF LIFE; 

YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF 
GLADNESS WITH YOUR 
PRESENCE.’ 

29 “Brethren, I may confidently 
say to you regarding the ®patriarch 
David that he both died and ®was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. Ac 7:8f; He 7:4 ¢ Ac 13:36 © 1 Ki 2:10 

30 “And so, because he was 8a 
prophet and knew that Gop HaD 
SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT 
one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON_ HIS 
THRONE, Ma 22:43 ¢ Ps 132:11; 2 Sa 7:12f; Ps 89:3f 


2:10 Le. Gentile converts to Judaism. 2:15 I.e. 9 a.m. 
Yo ATED 297) 2:25 
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31 he looked ahead and spoke of 
the resurrection of *the Christ, that 
RHE WAS’ NEITHER ABANDONED TO 
HADES, NOR bDID His flesh SUFFER 
DECAY. Ma 11:23; Ac 2:27 

32 “This Jesus God raised up 
again, to which we are all witnesses. 

33 “Therefore having been ex- 
alted 8to the right hand of God, and 
Rhaving received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, He has 
poured forth this which you both see 
and hear. Mk 16:19; Ac 5:31 ¢ Ac 1:4 

34 “For it was not David who as- 
cended into heaven, but he himself 
says: 

‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LorD, 
“Sit AT My RIGHT HAND, 

35 Untit I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A 

FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’ 
36 “Therefore let all the Shouse 
of Israel know for certain that 
God has made Him both Lord and 
Christ—this Jesus whom you cruci- 
fied.” Eze 36:22, 32, 37; 45:6 © Ac 2:23 ¢ Lk 2:11 


The Ingathering 

37 Now when they heard this, 
they were pierced to the heart, and 
said to Peter and the rest of the apos- 
tles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 
yw 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, 

and each of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the for- 
giveness of your sins; and you will re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

39 “For the promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far 
off, as many as the Lord our God will 
call to Himself.” Ep 2:13, 17 

40 And with many other words he 
solemnly "testified and kept on ex- 
horting them, saying, “Be saved from 
this perverse generation!” Lk 16:28 

41 So then, those who had re- 
ceived his word were baptized: and 
that day there were added about three 
thousand ¥souls. 

42 They were ®continually de- 
voting themselves to the apos- 
tles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
®the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Ac 1:14 Lk 24:30; Ac 2:46: 20:7: 1 Co 10:16 

43 ‘Everyone kept feeling a sense 
of awe; and many wonders and signs 
were taking place through the apos- 
tles, Lit fear was occurring to every soul Ac 2:22 


44 And all those who had believed 
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Fwere together and ®had all things in 
common; Ac 4:32, 37; 5:2 

45 and they ®began selling their 
property and possessions and were 
sharing them with all, as anyone 
might have need. Ma 19:21; Ac 4:34 

46 RDay by day continuing with 
one mind in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, they were 
taking their meals together with glad- 
ness and sincerity of heart, 

47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number day by day 
those who were being saved. Ac 5:13 


Healing the Lame Beggar 

4, 2 Now Peter and John were going 
y up to the temple at the fninth 
hour, the hour of prayer. 

2 Anda man who had been lame 
from his mother’s womb was being 
carried along, whom they ®used to set 
down every day at the gate of the tem- 
ple which is called Beautiful, in order 
to beg Falms of those who were enter- 
ing the temple. Ac 14:8 © Lk 16:20 

3 When he saw &Peter and John 
about to go into the temple, he began 
asking to receive alms. Lk 22:8: Ac 3:1, 4, 11 

4 But Peter, along with John, 
Rfixed his gaze on him and said, 
“Look at us!” Ac 10:4 

5 And he began to give them his 
attention, expecting to receive some- 
thing from them. 

6 But Peter said, “I do not pos- 
sess silver and gold, but what I do 
have I give to you: In the name of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!” 

7 And seizing him by the right 
hand, he raised him up; and immedi- 
ately his feet and his ankles were 
strengthened. 

8 With a leap he stood upright 
and began to walk; and he entered the 
temple with them, walking and leap- 
ing and praising God. Ac 14:10 

9 And Rall the people saw him 
walking and praising God; Ac 4:16, 21 

_ 10 and they were taking note of 
him as being the one who used to sit 
at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to 


2:31 Le. the Messiah %% 2:36 3* 2:38 2:41 Le. 
persons 2% 2:42-47 2:44 One early ms does not 
contain were and and ‘#3:1-4 3:1 Le. 3 p.m. 

3:2 Or a gift of charity 
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beg alms, and they were filled with 
wonder and amazement at what had 
happened to him. Jo 9:8; Ac 3:2 


Peter’s Second Sermon 

11 While he was clinging to Peter 
and John, all the people ran together 
to them at the so-called portico of 
Solomon, full of amazement. 

12 But when Peter saw this, he 
replied to the people, “Men of Israel, 
why are you amazed at this, or why 
do you gaze at us, as if by our own 
power or piety we had made him 
walk? 

13 “The God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has 
glorified His servant Jesus, the one 
whom you delivered and disowned in 
the presence of Pilate, when he had 
decided to release Him. 

14 “But you disowned the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, 

15 but put to death the ®Prince of 
life, the one whom ®God raised from 
the dead, a fact to which we are 8wit- 
nesses. Ac 5:31; He 2:10; 12:2 © Ac 2:24 « Lk 24:48 

16 “And on the basis of faith ®in 
His name, it is ‘the name of Jesus 
which has strengthened this man 
whom you see and know; and the 
faith which comes through Him has 
given him this perfect health in the 
presence of you all. Ac 3:6 ® Lit His name 

17 “And now, brethren, I know 
that you acted in ignorance, just as 
your rulers did also. Lk 23:13 

18 “But the things which God an- 
nounced beforehand by the mouth of 
all the prophets, that His Christ would 
suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 

19 “Therefore repent and return, 
so that your sins may be wiped away, 
in order that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord; 
aN 20and that He may send Jesus, 
> the Christ appointed for you, 

21 whom heaven must receive 
until the period of 8restoration of all 
things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of His holy prophets from an- 
cient time. = Ac 1:11 « Ma 17:11; Ro 8:21 « Lk 1:70 

22 “Moses said, ‘“THE Lorp Gop 
WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET !LIKE 
ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU 
SHALL GIVE HEED to everything He says 
tO YOU. De 18:15, 18; Ac 7:37 ¢ Or as He raised up me 
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23 ‘8And it will be that every soul 
that does not heed that prophet ®shall 
be utterly destroyed from among the 
people,’ De 18:19 ¢ Ac 2:41 © Le 23:29 

24 “And likewise, Rall the prophets 
who have spoken, from Samuel and 
his successors onward, also an- 
nounced these days. Lk 24:27; Ac 17:3; 26:23 

25 “It is you who are ®the sons of 
the prophets and of the covenant 
which God made with your fathers, 
saying to Abraham, ‘SAND IN YOUR 
SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH 
SHALL BE BLESSED.’ ‘Ac 2:39 ¢ Ro 9:4f 

26 “For you first, God ®raised up 
His ‘Servant and sent Him to bless 
you by turning every one of you from 
your wicked ways.” Ac 2:24 Or Son 


Peter and John Arrested 
As they were speaking to the peo- 
ple, the priests and the captain of 
the temple guard and ®the Sadducees 
Reame up tothem, = Ma3:7 Lk 20:1; Ac 6:12 

2 being greatly disturbed be- 
cause they were teaching the people 
and proclaiming ®in Jesus the resur- 
rection from the dead. Ac 3:15; 17:18 

3 And they laid hands on them 
and put them in jail until the next 
day, for it was already evening. 4c5:18 

4 But many of those who had 
heard the ™message believed; and the 
number of the men came to be about 
five thousand. Lit word « Ac 2:41 

5 On the next day, their ®rulers 
and elders and scribes were gathered 
together in Jerusalem; Lk 23:13; Ac 4:8 

6 and ®Annas the high priest was 
there, and ®Caiaphas and John and 
Alexander, and all who were of high- 
priestly descent. Lk 3:2 © Ma 26:3 

7 When they had placed them in 
the center, they began to inquire, “By 
what power, or in what name, have 
you done this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and 
elders of the people, Ac 2:4; 13:9 

9 if we are on trial today for Ra 
benefit done to a sick man, as to how 
this man has been made well, = Ac3:78 

10 let it be known to all of you and 
to all the people of Israel, that ®by the 
name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, 
whom you crucified, whom ®God 


WD 3:20-21 


ACTS 4:11 


raised from the dead—by ‘this name 
this man stands here before you in 
good health. Ac 2:22: 3:6 © Ac 2:24 © Or Him 

11 “He is the STONE WHICH WAS RE- 
JECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but 
WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. 

12 “And there is salvation in 8no 
one else; for there is no other name 
under heaven that has been given 
among men by which we must be 
saved.” Ma 1:21; Ac 10:43; 1 Ti 2:5 


Threat and Release 

13. Now as they observed the con- 
fidence of Peter and John and under- 
stood that they were uneducated and 
untrained men, they were amazed, 
and began to recognize them as hav- 
ing been with Jesus. 

14 And seeing the man who had 
been healed standing with them, they 
had nothing to say in reply. 

15 But when they had ordered 
them to leave the Council, they began 
to confer with one another, 

16 saying, “kWhat shall we do 
with these men? For the fact that a 
Rnoteworthy ‘miracle has taken place 
through them is apparent to all who 
live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny 
it. Jo 11:47 © Ac 3:7-10 © Or sign 

17 “But so that it will not spread 
any further among the people, let us 
warn them to speak no longer to any 
man 8in this name.” Jo 15:21 

18 And when they had summoned 
them, they Fcommanded them not to 
speak or teach at all Tin the name of 
Jesus. Ac 5:28f ¢ Or on the basis of 

19 But Peter and John answered 
and said to them, “Whether it is right 
in the sight of God to give heed to you 
rather than to God, you be the judge; 

20 for we cannot stop speaking 
about what we have seen and heard.” 

21 When they had threatened 
them further, they let them go (find- 
ing no basis on which to punish them) 
Ron account of the people, because 
they were all ®glorifying God for what 
had happened; Ac 5:26 ¢ Ma 9:8 

22 for the man was more than 
forty years old on whom this "miracle 
of healing had been performed. orsign 

23 When they had been released, 
they went to their own companions 
and reported all that the chief priests 
and the elders had said to them. 
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24 And when they heard this, they 
lifted their voices to God with one ac- 
cord and said, “O Lord, it is You who 
MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND 
THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM, 

25 who by the Holy Spirit, 
through the mouth of our father 
David Your servant, said, 

‘RWHY DID THE FGENTILES RAGE, 

AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE 
THINGS? Ac 1:16 ¢ Ps 2:1 

26 ‘RTHE KINGS OF THE EARTH 'TOOK 

THEIR STAND, 

AND THE RULERS WERE 
GATHERED TOGETHER 

AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST 
His Curist.’ Ps 2:2 © Or approached 

27 “For truly in this city there 
were gathered together against Your 
holy servant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pi- 
late, along with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, Ac 3:13; 4:30 

28 to do whatever Your hand and 
Your purpose predestined to occur. 

29 “And now, Lord, take note of 
their threats, and grant that Your 
bond-servants may &speak Your word 
with all ®confidence, Ph 1:14 + Ac 4:13, 31: 14:3 

30 while You extend Your hand to 
heal, and ®signs and wonders take 
place through the name of Your holy 
TRservant Jesus.” Jo 4:48 * Or Sons Ac 3:13: 4:27 
yg 31 And when they had prayed, 

the ®place where they had gath- 
ered together was shaken, and they 
were all ®filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to ®speak the word of God 
with boldness. Ac 2:1 Ac2:4¢ Ph 1:14 


Sharing among Believers 

32 And the 'congregation of those 
who believed were of one heart and 
soul; and not one of them claimed 
that anything belonging to him was 
his own, but 8all things were common 
property to them. Or multitude * Ac 2:44 

33 And with great power the apos- 
tles were giving testimony to the res- 
urrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
abundant grace was upon them all. 

34 For there was not a needy per- 
son among them, for all who were 
owners of land or houses ®would sell 
them and bring the proceeds of the 
sales Ma 19:21; Ac 2:45 


4:25 Or nations 2 4:31-35 


1209 


35 and Slay them at the apostles’ 
feet, and they would be distributed to 
each as any had need. . Ac 4:37; 5:2 

6 Now Joseph, a Levite of 
RCyprian birth, who was also called 
Barnabas by the apostles (which 
translated means Son of Encourage- 
ment), Ac 11:19f; 13:4; 15:39; 21:3, 16; 27:4 

37 and who owned a tract of land, 
sold it and brought the money and 
Rlaid it at the apostles’ feet. Ac 4:35: 5:2 


Fate of Ananias and Sapphira 

bs as a man named Ananias, with 
his wife Sapphira, sold a piece 

of property, 

2 and kept back some of the 
price for himself, with his wife’s full 
knowledge, and bringing a portion of 
it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet. ac5:3 

3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why 
has Satan filled your heart to lie "to 
the Holy Spirit and to keep back some 
of the price of the land? Ac 5:4, 9 

4 “While it remained unsold, did 
it not remain your own? And after it 
was sold, was it not under your con- 
trol? Why is it that you have con- 
ceived this deed in your heart? You 
have not lied to men but to God.” 

- 5 And as he heard these words, 
Ananias ®fell down and breathed his 
last; and ®great fear came over all 
who heard of it. Eze 11:13; Ac 5:10 « Ac 2:43; 5:11 

6 The young men got up and 
Recovered him up, and after carrying 
him out, they buried him. Jo 19:40 

7 Now there elapsed an interval 
of about three hours, and his wife 
came in, not knowing what had hap- 
pened. 

8 And Peter responded to her, 
“Tell me whether you sold the land 
Rfor such and such a price?” And she 
said, “Yes, that was the price.” ac52 

9 Then Peter said to her, “Why is 
it that you have agreed together to put 
the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Be- 
hold, the feet of those who have 
buried your husband are at the door, 
and they will carry you out as well.” 

10 And immediately she fell at his 
feet and breathed her last, and the 
young men came in and found her 
dead, and they carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband. 

11 And ®great fear came over the 
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whole church, and over all who heard 
of these things. “AC 2:43; 5:5 

12 At the hands of the apostles 
many Rsigns and wonders were tak- 
ing place among the people; and they 
were all with one «accord in 
RSolomon’s portico. Jo 4:48 + J6'10:23; Ac 3:11 

13 But none of the rest dared to 
associate with them; however, the 
people held them in high esteem; 

14 And all the more believers in 
the Lord, multitudes of men and 
women, were constantly added to 
their number, 2 Co 6:15 ® Ac 2:47; 11:24 

15 to such an extent that they 
even carried the sick out into the 
streets and laid them on cots and pal- 
lets, so that when Peter came by 8at 
least his shadow might fall on any one 
of them. Ac 19:12 

16 Also the ‘people from the cities 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem were com- 
ing together, bringing people who 
were sick For afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all being 
healed. Lit multitude 


Imprisonment and Release 

1g 17 But the high priest rose up, 
along with all his associates (that 

is kthe sect of the Sadducees), and 

they were filled with jealousy. 4c 155 

18 They laid hands on the apostles 
and ®put them in a publicjail. Ac: 

19 But during the night an angel 
of the Lord opened the gates of the 
prison, and taking them out he said, 

20 “Go, stand and speak to the 
people in the temple ®the whole mes- 
sage of this Life.” Jo 6:63, 68 

21 Upon hearing this, they en- 
tered into the temple ®about daybreak 
and began to teach. 

Now when £the high priest and his 
associates came, they called ®the 
Council together, even all the Senate 
of the sons of Israel, and sent orders 
to the prison house for them to be 
brought. Jo 8:2.» Ac 4:6 » Ma 5:22; Ac 5:27, 34, 41 

22 But the officers who came did 
not find them in the prison; and they 
returned and reported back, 

23 saying, “We found the prison 
house locked quite securely and the 
guards standing at the doors; but 


$5:1-11 5:16 Litand “#5:17-24 
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when we had opened up, we found no 
one inside.” 

24 Now when &the captain of the 
temple guard and the chief priests 
heard these words, they were greatly 
perplexed about them as to what 
would come of this. 
yo 25 But someone came and re- 

ported to them, “The men whom 
you put in prison are standing in the 
temple and teaching the people!” 

26 Then ®the captain went along 
with the officers and proceeded to 
bring them back without violence (for 
they were afraid of the people, that 
they might be stoned). Ac 5:24 © Ac 5:22 

27 When they had brought them, 
they stood them "before the Council. 
The high priest questioned them, tit in 

28 saying, “We gave you &strict or- 
ders not to continue teaching in this 
name, and yet, you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching and Rin- 
tend to bring this man’s blood upon 
US.” Ac 4:18 « Ma 23:35; 27:25: Ac 2:23, 36: 3:14f: 7:52 

29 But Peter and the apostles an- 
swered, “We must obey God rather 
than men. Ac 4:19 

30 “8The God of our fathers raised 
up Jesus, whom you had put to death 
by hanging Him on a cross. 

31 “He is the one whom God ex- 
alted to His right hand as a Prince and 
a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of sins. Ac 2:33 

32 “And we are witnesses fof 
these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has given to those who 
obey Him.” Lk 24:48 


Gamaliel’s Counsel 

33 But when they heard this, they 
were cut 'to the quick and intended 
to kill them. Ac 2:37; 7:54 ¢ Or in their hearts 

34 But a Pharisee named ®Ga- 
maliel, a teacher of the Law, respected 
by all the people, stood up in the 
Council and gave orders to put the 
men outside for a short time. Ac 22:3 

35 And he said to them, “Men of 
Israel, take care what you propose to 
do with these men. 

36 “For some time ago Theudas 
rose up, Claiming to be somebody, and 
a group of about four hundred men 
joined up with him. But he was killed, 
and all who followed him were dis- 
persed and came to nothing. 
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37 “After this man, Judas of 
Galilee rose up in the days of ®the 
census and drew away some people 
after him; he too perished, and all 
those who "followed him were scat- 
tered. Lk 2:2 ¢ Lit were obeying 

38 “So inthe present case, I say to 
you, stay away from these men and let 
them alone, for if this plan or action is 
of men, it will be overthrown; 

39 but if it is of God, you will not 
be able to overthrow them; or else you 
may even be found ®fighting against 
God.” Pr 21:30; Ac 11:17 

40 They took his advice; and after 
calling the apostles in, they ®flogged 
them and ordered them not to 'speak 
in the name of Jesus, and then re- 
leased them. Ma 10:17 © Lit be speaking 

41 So they went on their way from 
the presence of the Council, rejoicing 
that they had been considered worthy 
to suffer shame for His name. 

42 RAnd every day, in the temple 
and from house to house, they kept 
right on teaching and preaching Jesus 
as the 'Christ. Ac 2:46 ¢ I.e. Messiah 


Choosing of the Seven 
Now at this time while the disci- 
ples were "increasing in number, a 
complaint arose on the part of the 
"Hellenistic Jews against the native 
Hebrews, because their widows were 
being overlooked in the daily serving 
of food. Ac 11:26 Ac 2:47; 6:7 
2 So the twelve summoned the 
Tcongregation of the disciples and 
said, “It is not desirable for us to neg- 
lect the word of God in order to serve 
tables. Lit multitude 
3 “Therefore, ®brethren, select 
from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may put in charge 
of this task. Jo 21:23: Ac 1:15 © Ac 2:4 
4 “But we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to the "ministry of the 
word.” Ac 1:14 ¢ Or service 
__9 The statement found approval 
with the whole congregation; and 
they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 


7 5:25-29 5:32 One early ms adds in Him 
6:1 Jews who adopted the Gr language and much of 
Gr culture through acculturation 
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Parmenas and Nicolas, a F®proselyte 
from Antioch. Ac 6:8ff; 11:19; 22:20 « Ma 23:15 
6 And these they brought before 
the apostles; and after ®praying, they 
laid their hands on them. Ac 1:24 
7 ®The word of God kept on 
spreading; and ®the number of the 
disciples continued to increase 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests were becoming 
obedient to the faith. Ac 12:24; 19:20 « Ac 6:1 
2g,8 And Stephen, full of grace and 
power, was performing great 
Rwonders and 'signs among the peo- 
ple. Jo 4:48 ¢ Or attesting miracles 
9 But some men from what was 
called the Synagogue of the Freed- 
men, including both ®Cyrenians and 
RAlexandrians, and some from Cilicia 
and Asia, rose up and argued with 
Stephen. Ma 27:32; Ac 2:10 * Ac 18:24 
10 But they were unable to cope 
with the wisdom and the Spirit with 
which he was speaking. 

11 Then they secretly induced 
men to say, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses 
and against God.” 

12 And they stirred up the people, 
the elders and the scribes, and they 
Rcame up to him and dragged him 
away and brought him ‘before ®the 
Council. Lk 20:1; Ac 4:1 Lit into « Ma 5:22 

13 They put forward ®false wit- 
nesses who said, “This man inces- 
santly speaks against this holy place 
and the Law; Ma 26:59-61; Ac 7:58 

14 for we have heard him say that 
this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this 
place and alter the customs which 
Moses handed down to us.” 

15 And fixing their gaze on him, 
all who were sitting in the Council 
saw his face like the face of an angel. 


Stephen’s Defense 
The high priest said, “Are these 
things so?” 

2 And he said, “Hear me, 
Rbrethren and fathers! The God of 
glory 8appeared to our father Abra- 
ham when he was in Mesopotamia, 
before he lived in Haran, Ac 22:1 

3 and said to him, ‘SLEAVE YOUR 
COUNTRY AND YOUR RELATIVES, AND 
COME INTO THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW 

OU.’ Ge 12:1 
4 “RThen he left the land of the 
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Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From 
there, after his father died, God had 
him move to this country in which 
you are now living. Ge 11:31; 15:7 
5 “But He gave him no inheri- 
tance in it, not even a foot of ground, 
and yet, even when he had no child, 
RHe promised that HE wouLD GIVE IT TO 
HIM AS A POSSESSION, AND TO HIS DE- 
SCENDANTS AFTER HIM. Ge 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 17:8 
6 “But 8God spoke to this effect, 
that his DESCENDANTS WOULD BE ALIENS 
IN A FOREIGN LAND, AND THAT THEY 
WOULD BE ENSLAVED AND MISTREATED 
FOR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. “Ge 15:13f 
7 “‘AND WHATEVER NATION TO 
WHICH THEY WILL BE IN BONDAGE | My- 
SELF WILL JUDGE, said God,. ‘AND 
RAFTER THAT THEY WILL COME OUT AND 
FSERVE ME IN THIS PLACE.’ Ex 3:12 
8 “And He gave him ‘the 
covenant of circumcision; and so 
RA braham became the father of Isaac, 
and circumcised him on the eighth 
day; and ®Isaac became the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patri- 
archs. Ge 17:10ff © Or a» Ge 21:2-4 ¢ Ge 25:26 
9 “The patriarchs became jealous 
of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. 
Yet God was with him, 

10 and rescued him from all his 
afflictions, and ®granted him favor 
and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, and he made him gov- 
ernor over Egypt and all his house- 
hold. Ge 39:21; 41:40-46; Ps 105:21 

11 “Now 8a famine came over all 
Egypt and Canaan, and great afflic- 
tion with it, and our fathers ™could 
find no food. Ge 41:54f; 42:5 « Lit were not finding 

12 “But 8when Jacob heard that 
there was grain in Egypt, he sent our 
fathers there the first time. Ge 42:2 

13 “On the second visit "Joseph 
Tmade himself known to his brothers, 
and ®Joseph’s family was disclosed to 
Pharaoh. Ge 45:1-4 « Or was made known ¢ Ge 45:16 

14 “Then 8Joseph sent word and 
invited Jacob his father and all his rel- 
atives to come to him, seventy-five 
Rpersons in all. Ge 45:9, 10, 17, 18 ® Ac 2:41 

15 “And Jacob went down to 
Egypt and there he and our fathers 
died. Ge 46:1-7; 49:33; Ex 1:6 

16 “From there they were re- 
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moved to 'Shechem and laid in the 
tomb which Abraham had purchased 
for a sum of money from the sons of 
Hamor in Shechem. Gr Sychem 

17 “But as the time of the promise 
was approaching which God had as- 
sured to Abraham, ®the people in- 
creased and multiplied in Egypt, kx 1.72 

18 until THERE AROSE ANOTHER 
KING OVER EGYPT WHO KNEW NOTHING 
ABOUT JOSEPH. Ex 1:8 

19 “It was he who took ®shrewd 
advantage of our race and mistreated 
our fathers so that they would Rex- 
pose their infants and they would not 
survive. Ex 1:10f, 16ff ¢ Ex 1:22 

20 “It was at this time that Moses 
was born; and he was lovely in the 
sight of God, and he was nurtured 
three months in his father’s home. 

21 “And after he had been set out- 
side, "Pharaoh’s daughter ™took him 
away and nurtured him as her own 
son. Ex 2:5f, 10 © Or adopted him 

22 “Moses was educated in all 
the learning of the Egyptians, and he 
was a man of power in words and 
deeds. 1 Ki 4:30; Is 19:11 

23 “But when he was approaching 
the age of forty, it entered his mind to 
visit his brethren, the sons of Israel. 

24 “And when he saw one of them 
being treated unjustly, he defended 
him and took vengeance for the op- 
pressed by striking down the Egypt- 
ian. 

25 “And he supposed that his 
brethren understood that God was 
granting them deliverance through 
him, but they did not understand. 

26 “XOn the following day he ap- 
peared to them as they were fighting 
together, and he tried to reconcile 
them in peace, saying, ‘Men, you are 
brethren, why do you injure one an- 
other?’ Ex 2:13f 

27 “But the one who was injuring 
his neighbor pushed him away, Say- 
ing, ‘““WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND 
JUDGE OVER US? Ex 2:14; Ac 7:35 

28 ‘RYOU DO NOT MEAN TO KILL ME 
AS YOU KILLED THE EGYPTIAN YESTERDAY, 
DO YOU?’ Ex 2:14 

29 “At this remark, RMoseEs FLED 
AND BECAME AN ALIEN IN THE LAND OF 
TMIDIAN, where he became the father 
of two sons. — Ex 2:15,22 * Gr Madiam « Ex 18:3, 4 

30 “After forty years had passed, 
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AN ANGEL APPEARED TO_HIM IN THE 
WILDERNESS OF Mount Sinai, IN THE 
FLAME OF A BURNING THORN BUSH. 

31 “When Moses saw it, he mar- 
veled at the sight; and as he ap- 
proached to look more closely, there 
came the voice of the Lord: 

32 ‘R] AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, 
THE GoD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND 
Jacos.’ Moses shook with fear and 
would not venture to look. &x 3:6; Ma 22:32 

33 “RBUT THE LORD SAID TO HIM, 
‘RTAKE OFF THE SANDALS FROM YOUR 
FEET, FOR THE PLACE ON WHICH YOU ARE 
STANDING IS HOLY GROUND. Ex 3:5 ¢ Jos 5:15 

34 ‘I HAVE CERTAINLY SEEN THE OP- 
PRESSION OF My PEOPLE IN EGYPT AND 
HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANS, AND I HAVE 
COME DOWN TO RESCUE THEM; COME 
NOW, AND I WILL SEND'YOU TO EGYPT,’ 

35 “This Moses whom they dis- 
owned, saying, ‘WHO MADE YOU A 
RULER AND A JUDGE?’ is the one whom 
God sent to be both a ruler and a de- 
liverer with the help of the angel who 
appeared to him in the thorn bush. 

36 “This man led them out, per- 
forming wonders and signs in the 
land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and 
in the wilderness for forty years. 

37 “This is the Moses who said to 
the sons of Israel, ‘"Gop WILL RAISE UP 
FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR 
BRETHREN.’ De 18:15, 18; Ac 3:22 

38 “This is the one who was in 
Xthe congregation in the wilderness 
together with ®the angel who was 
speaking to him on Mount Sinai, and 
who was with our fathers; and he re- 
ceived "living oracles to pass on to 
you. Ex 19:17 © Ac 7:53 ¢ De 32:47; He 4:12 

39 “Our fathers were unwilling to 
be obedient to him, but 8repudiated 
him and in their hearts turned back to 
Egypt, Nu 14:3¢ 

40 RsayING TO AARON, ‘MAKE FOR 
US GODS WHO WILL GO BEFORE US; FOR 
THIS MOSES WHO LED US OUT OF THE 
LAND OF EGYPT—WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM,’ Ex 32:1, 23 

41 “At that time ®they made a ‘calf 
and brought a sacrifice to the idol, 
and were rejoicing in 8the works of 
their hands. _ &x 32:46 Or young bull * Re 9:20 

_ 42 “But God turned away and de- 
livered them up to serve the host of 
heaven; as it is written in the book of 
the prophets, ‘IT was Nor TO ME THAT 
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YOU OFFERED VICTIMS AND SACRIFICES 
RFORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS, WAS 
iT, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL? Am 5:25 © Ac 7:36 

43 ‘YOU ALSO TOOK ALONG THE TAB- 
ERNACLE OF MOLOCH AND THE STAR OF 
THE GOD ROMPHA, THE IMAGES WHICH 
YOU MADE TO WORSHIP. I ALSO WILL RE- 
MOVE YOU BEYOND BABYLON.’ 

44 “Our fathers had ®the taberna- 
cle of testimony in the wilderness, just 
as He who spoke to Moses directed 
him to make it according to the pat- 
tern which he had seen. Ex 25:8, 9; 38:21 

45 “And having received it in their 
turn, our fathers brought it in with 
Joshua upon dispossessing the na- 
tions whom God drove out before our 
fathers, until the time of David. 

46 “David found favor in God’s 
sight, and asked that he might find a 
dwelling place for the ‘God of Jacob. 

47 “But it was 8Solomon who built 
a house for Him. 1 ki6:1-38; 8:20: 2 Ch 3:1-17 

48 “However, the Most High does 
not dwell in houses made by human 
hands; as the prophet says: Lk 1:32 

49 ‘RHEAVEN IS My THRONE, 

AND EARTH IS THE FOOTSTOOL OF 
My FEET; 

WHAT KIND OF HOUSE WILL YOU 
BUILD FOR ME?’ says the 


Lord, 
‘OR WHAT PLACE IS THERE FOR 
My REPOSE? Is 66:1; Ma 5:34f 


50 ‘8Was rr Not My HAND WHICH 
MADE ALL THESE THINGS?’ Is 66:2 
51 “You men who are stiff-necked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears 
are always resisting the Holy Spirit; 
you are doing just as your fathers did. 
52 “Which one of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? They 
killed those who had previously an- 
nounced the coming of the Righteous 
One, whose betrayers and murderers 
you have now become; 
53 you who received the law as 
Rordained by angels, and yet did not 
keep it.” De 33:2; Ac 7:38; Ga 3:19; He 2:2 


Stephen Put to Death 

54 Now when they heard this, 
they were cut to the quick, and they 
began gnashing their teeth at him. 

55 But being full of the Holy 
Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God; 
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56 and he said, “Behold, I see the 
Rheavens opened up and Rthe Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” Jo 1:51 © Ma 8:20 

57 But they cried out with a loud 
voice, and covered their ears and 
rushed at him with one impulse. 

58 When they had 8driven him out 
of the city, they began stoning him; 
and the witnesses laid aside their 
robes at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. Le 24:14, 16; Lk 4:29 

59. They went on stoning Stephen 
as he called on the Lord and said, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 

60 Then falling on his knees, he 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them!” Hav- 
ing said this, he fell asleep. Lk 22:41 


Saul Persecutes the Church 

Saul was in hearty agreement with 

putting him to death. 

And on that day a great persecu- 
tion began against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 Some devout men _ buried 
Stephen, and made loud lamentation 
over him. 

3 But Saul began ravaging the 
church, entering house after house, 
and ®dragging off men and women, 
he would put them in prison. —_Jam2:6 


Philip in Samaria 

4 Therefore, those who had 
been scattered went about ®preaching 
the word. Ac81 

5 Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and began proclaiming 
‘Christ to them. Ac 6:5; 8:26, 30 « Ie. the Messiah 

6 The crowds with one accord 
obs were giving attention to what was 
said by Philip, as they heard and saw 
the signs which he was performing. 

7 For in the case of many who 
had ®unclean spirits, they were com- 
ing out of them shouting with a loud 
voice; and many who had been para- 
lyzed and lame were healed. =x 16:17 

8 So there was ®much rejoicing 
in that city. Jo 4:40-42; Ac 8:39 

9 Now there was a man named 


7:46 The earliest mss read house instead of God; the 
Septuagint reads God 9 “#8:6-13 
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Simon, who formerly was practicing 
Rmagic in the city and astonishing the 
people of Samaria, ®claiming to be 
someone great; Ac 8:11; 13:6 ¢ Ac 5:36 

10 and they all, from smallest to 
greatest, were giving attention to him, 
saying, “8This man is what is called 
the Great Power of God.” Ac 14:11: 28:6 

11 And they were giving him at- 
tention because he had for a long time 
astonished them with his magic arts. 

12 But when they believed Philip 
Rpreaching the good news about the 
kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were being bap- 
tized, men and women alike. Ac 1:3: 8:4 

13 Even Simon himself believed; 
and after being baptized, he contin- 
ued on with Philip, and as he ob- 
served ®signs and ®great miracles 
taking place, he was constantly 
amazed. Ac 86° Ac 19:11 
i 14 Now when the apostles in 

Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they 
sent them ®Peter and John, acs:1 «Lk 22:8 

15 who came down and prayed for 
them "that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit. Ac 2:38; 19:2 

16 For He had ®not yet fallen upon 
any of them; they had simply been 
Xbaptized Tin the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Ma 28:19; Ac 19:2 © Ac 2:38; 10:48 © Lit into 

17 Then they ®began laying their 
hands on them, and they were receiv- 
ing the Holy Spirit. 5:23; Ac 6:6 * Ac 2:4 

18 Now when Simon saw that the 
Spirit was bestowed through the lay- 
ing on of the apostles’ hands, he of- 
fered them money, 

19 saying, “Give this authority to 
me as well, so that everyone on whom 
I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.” 

20 But Peter said to him, “May 
your silver perish with you, because 
you thought you could obtain the gift 
of God with money! 

21 “You have ¥no part or portion 
in this matter, for your heart is not 
right before God. De 10:9; 12:12; Ep 5:5 

22 “Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the 
Lord that, ®if possible, the intention of 
your heart may be forgiven you. 1555.7 

23 “For I see that you are in the 
gall of bitterness and in ®the "bondage 
of iniquity.” Is 58:6.¢ Lit bond 
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24 But Simon answered and said, 
“Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, 
so that nothing of what you nave said 
may come upon me.” 


An Ethiopian Receives Christ 

25 So, when they had solemnly 
testified and spoken the word of the 
Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, 
and were preaching the gospel to 
many villages of the Samaritans. 

26 But Ran angel of the Lord 
spoke to ®Philip saying, “Get up and 
go south to the road that descends 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 
desert road.) Ac 5:19; 8:29 ¢ Ac 8:5 © Ge 10:19 

27 So he got up and went; and 
Rthere was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 
her treasure; and he had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, Ps 68:31: 87:4: Is 56:3ff 

28 and he was returning and sit- 
ting in his ‘chariot, and was reading 
the prophet Isaiah. Or carriage 

29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
“Go up and join this chariot.” 

30 Philip ran up and heard him 
reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, 
“Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 

31 And he said, “Well, how could I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he 
ae Philip to come up and sit with 

im. 
32 Now the passage of Scripture 
which he was reading was this: 
“RHE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO 
SLAUGHTER; 
AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS 
SHEARER IS SILENT, 
So HE DOES NOT OPEN His 
MOUTH. Is 53:7 
33 “RIN HUMILIATION HIs JUDGMENT 
WAS TAKEN AWAY; 
WHO WILL TRELATE His 
GENERATION? 
For His LIFE IS REMOVED FROM 
THE EARTH.” Is 53:8 © Or describe 

34 The eunuch answered Philip 
and said, “Please tell me, of whom 
does the prophet say this? Of himself 
or of someone else?” 

39 Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this Scripture he 
preached Jesus to him. 


YH 814-17 
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36 As they went along the road 
they came to some water; and the eu- 
nuch *said, “Look! Water! }What pre- 
vents me from being baptized?” ac 10:47 

_ 37 [FAnd Philip said, “If you be- 
lieve with all your heart, you may.” 
And he answered and said, “I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”] 

» 38 And he ordered the ‘chariot to 
stop; and they both went down into 
the water, Philip as well as the eu- 
nuch, and he baptized him. © or carriage 

39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; and the eunuch no 
longer saw him, "but went on his way 
rejoicing. Lit for he was going 

40 But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he 
_ kept preaching the gospel to all the 
_ Cities until he came to Caesarea. 


The Conversion of Saul 
RNow Saul, still. "breathing 
threats and murder against the dis- 
ciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest, Ac 9:1-22; 22:3-16; 26:9-18 ¢ Ac 8:3; 9:13-21 

2 and asked for letters from him 
to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, both men and women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
2b? As he was traveling, it hap- 

pened that he was approaching 
Damascus, and suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him; 10 15:8 

4 and he fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 

And he said, “Who are You, 
Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting, 

6 but get up and enter the city, 
and it will be told you what you must 
do.” Ac 9:16 

7 The men who traveled with 
him ®stood speechless, hearing the 
voice but seeing no one. Ac 26:14 

8 Saul got up from the ground, 
and ®though his eyes were open, he 
Teould see nothing; and leading him 
by the hand, they brought him into 
Damascus. Ac 9:18; 22:11 © Lit was seeing 

9 And he was three days without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple at 
Damascus named Ananias; and the 
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Lord said to him in a vision, “Ana- 
nias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11 And the Lord said to him, “Get 
up and go to the street called Straight, 
and inquire at the house of Judas for 
a man from ®Tarsus named Saul, for 
he is praying, » Ac 9:30; 11:25; 21:39; 22:3 
12 and he has seen Fin a vision a 
man named Ananias come in and 2lay 
his hands on him, so that he might re- 
gain his sight.” Mk 5:23; Ac 6:6; 9:17 
13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, 
I have heard from many about this 
man, how much harm he did to Your 
saints at Jerusalem; ~ “Ac 8:3 
4 and here he &has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who 
Rcall on Your name.” Ac 9:2, 21 © Ac 7:59 
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, 
for ®he is a chosen Finstrument of 
Mine, to bear My name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Is- 
rael; Ac 13:2; Ro 1:1; 9:23; Ga 1:15; Ep 3:7 
16 for 8I will show him how much 
he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 
17 So Ananias departed and en- 
tered the house, and after "laying his 
hands on him said, “8Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road by which you were coming, 
has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be Ffilled with the Holy 
Spirit.” Mk 5:23; Ac 6:6; 9:12 © Ac 22:13 © Ac 2:4 
18 And immediately there fell 
from his eyes something like scales, 
and he regained his sight, and he got 
up and was baptized; 
19 and he took food and was 
strengthened. 


Saul Begins to Preach Christ 

Now for several days he was with 
the disciples who were at Damascus, 

0 and immediately he began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

21 All those hearing him contin- 
ued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is 
this not he who in Jerusalem ®de- 
stroyed those who called on this name, 
and who had come here for the pur- 
pose of bringing them bound before 
the chief priests?” Ac 8:3; 9:13; Ga 1:13, 23 

22 But Saul kept increasing in 


8:37 Early mss do not contain this v $:9:3-18 
9:12 A few early mss do not contain in a vision 
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strength and confounding the Jews 
who lived at Damascus by proving 
that this Jesus is the ’Christ. Le. Messian 

23 When ®many days had elapsed, 
Rthe Jews plotted together to do away 
with him, Ga 1:17, 18 © 1 Th 2:16 

24 but 8their plot became known 
to Saul. They were also watching the 
gates day and night so that they might 
put him to death; Ac 20:3, 19; 23:12, 30; 25:3 

25 but his disciples took him by 
night and let him down through an 
opening in the wall, lowering him ina 
large basket. 

26 ®When he came to Jerusalem, 
he was trying to associate with the 
disciples; ‘but they were all afraid of 
him, not believing that he was a disci- 
ple. Ac 22:17-20; 26:20 © Lit and 

27 But Barnabas took hold of 
him and brought him to the apostles 
and described to them how he had 
Rseen the Lord on the road, and that 
He had talked to him, and how at 
Damascus he had spoken out boldly 
in the name of Jesus. Ac 4:36 © Ac 9:3-6 

28 And he was with them, ™mov- 
ing about freely in Jerusalem, ®speak- 
ing out boldly in the name of the 
Lord. Lit going in and going out ¢ Ac 4:13, 29; 9:29 

29 And he was talking and argu- 
ing with the ®Hellenistic Jews; but 
they were attempting to put him to 
death. Ac 6:1 

30 But when &the brethren 
learned of it, they brought him down 
to RCaesarea and ®sent him away to 
RTarsus. Ac 1:15 © Ac 8:40 © Ga 1:21 © Ac 9:11 

31 So ®the church throughout all 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria Ten- 
joyed peace, being built up; and going 
on in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued 
to increase. Ac 5:11; 8:1; 16:5 © Lit was having 


Peter’s Ministry 

2 Now as Peter was traveling 
through all those regions, he came 
down also to ®the saints who lived at 
REydda. ac 9:13 1 Ch 8:12; Ez 2:33: Ne 7:37: 11:35 
593 There he found a man named 

Aeneas, who had been bedridden 
eight years, for he was paralyzed. 

34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, 
Jesus Christ heals you; get up and 
make your bed.” Immediately he got 
u 


Dp. 
35 And all who lived at Lydda and 
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Sharon saw him, and they ®turned to 
the Lord. Ac 2:47; 9:42; 11:21 
24,36 Now in Joppa there was a dis- 
gs ciple named Tabitha (which trans- 
lated in Greek is called ™Dorcas); this 
woman was abounding with deeds of 
kindness and charity which she con- 
tinually did. Le. Gazelle 
37 And it happened at that time 
that she fell sick and died; and when 
they had washed her body, they laid it 
in an upper room. Ac 1:13: 9:39 
38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
Rthe disciples, having heard that Peter 
was there, sent two men to him, im- 
ploring him, “Do not delay in coming 
to us.” Ac 11:26 
39 So Peter arose and went with 
them. When he arrived, they brought 
him into the upper room; and all the 
widows stood beside him, weeping 
and showing all the 'tunics and gar- 
ments that Dorcas used to make while 
she was with them. Ac 1:13; 9:37 ¢ Ac 6:1 
40 But Peter sent them all out 
and knelt down and prayed, and turn- 
ing to the body, he said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” And she opened her eyes, and 
when she saw Peter, she sat up. ma 9:25 
41 And he gave her his hand and 
raised her up; and calling ®the "saints 
and widows, he presented her alive. 
42 It became known all over 
Joppa, and many believed in the 
Lord. Ac 9:35 
43 And Peter stayed many days in 
Joppa with a tanner named Simon. 


Cornelius’s Vision 
Now there was a man at ®Cae- 
sarea named Cornelius, a centu- 
rion of what was called the Italian 
Fceohort, Ac 8:40; 10:24 
2 a devout man and one who 
feared God with all his household, 
and gave many Falms to the Jewish 
people and prayed to God continually. 
3 About 8the fninth hour of the 
day he clearly saw in a vision an 
angel of God who had just come in 
and said to him, “Cornelius!” Ac3il 
_ 4 And fixing his gaze on him and 
being much alarmed, he said, “What 
is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your 


#9:33-35  #9:36-42 10:1 Or battalion 10:2 Or 
gifts of charity 10:3 Le. 3 p.m. 
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prayers and Falms have ascended Ras 
a “aapraee before God. 

5 “Now dispatch some men to 
RJoppa and send for a man named 
Simon, who is also called Peter; Ac9:36 

6 he is staying with a tanner 
named ®Simon, whose house is by the 
sea.” Ac 9:43 

7 When the angel who was 
speaking to him had left, he sum- 
moned two of his ‘servants and a de- 
vout soldier of those who were his 
personal attendants, Or household slaves 

8 and after he had explained 
ae to them, he sent them to 
poe Ac 9:36 

9 On the next day, as they were 
on their way and approaching the 
city, Peter went up on the housetop 


_ about the fsixth hour to pray. 


10 But he became hungry and was 
desiring to eat; but while they were 
making preparations, he ®fell into a 
trance; Ac 11:5; 22:17 

11 and he *saw the 'sky opened 
up, and an Fobject like a great sheet 
coming down, lowered by four cor- 
ners to the ground, Jo 1:51 © Or heaven 

12 and there were in it all kinds of 
four-footed animals and ‘crawling 
creatures of the earth and birds of the 
Tair. Or heaven 

13 A voice came to him, “Get up, 
Peter, Tkill and eat!” Or sacrifice 

14 But Peter said, “By no means, 
Lord, for I have never eaten anything 
unholy and unclean.” 

15 Again a voice came to him a 
second time, “What God has cleansed, 
no longer consider unholy.” 

16 This happened three times, and 
immediately the object was taken up 
into the Tgky. Or vessel ¢ Or heaven 

17 Now while Peter was greatly 
perplexed in mind as to what the vi- 
sion which he had seen might be, be- 
hold, the men who had been sent by 
Cornelius, having asked directions 
for Simon’s house, appeared at the 
gate; 

18 and calling out, they were ask- 
ing whether Simon, who was also 
called Peter, was staying there. 

19 While Peter was reflecting on 
Rthe vision, ®the Spirit said to him, 
“Behold, Tthree men are looking for 

ou Ac 10:3 ¢ Ac 8:29 ¢ One early ms reads two 
20 “But get up, go downstairs and 
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accompany them without misgivings, 
for I have sent them Myself.” 

21 Peter went down to the men 
and said, “Behold, I am the one you 
are looking for; what is the reason for 
which you have come?” 

_ 22 They said, “Cornelius, a centu- 
rion, a righteous and ®God-fearing 
man well spoken of by the entire na- 
tion of the Jews, was divinely di- 
rected by a holy angel to send for you 
to come to his house and hear a mes- 
sage from you.” © Ac 10:2 ¢ Ma 2:12 ° Ac 11:14 

23 So he invited them in and gave 
them lodging. © 


Peter at Caesarea 

And on the next day he got up and 
went away with them, and 8some of 
the brethren from 'Joppa accompa- 
nied him. Ac 10:45; 11:12 © Ac 1:15 © Ac 9:36 

24 On the following day he en- 
tered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was 
waiting for them and had called to- 
gether his relatives and close friends. 

25 When Peter entered, Cornelius 
met him, and fell at his feet and ®wor- 
shiped him Ma 8:2 

26 But Peter raised him up, saying, 
“Stand up; I too am just a man.” 

27 As he talked with him, he en- 
tered and *found many people as- 
sembled. Ac 10:24 

28 And he said to them, “You 
yourselves know how unlawful it is 
for a man who is a Jew to associate 
with a foreigner or to visit him; and 
yet God has shown me that I should 
not call any man unholy or unclean. 

29 “That is why I came without 
even raising any objection when I was 
sent for. So I ask for what reason you 
have sent for me.” 

30 Cornelius said, “’Four days ago 
to this hour, I was praying in my 
house during ®the ‘ninth hour; and 
behold, a man stood before me in 
shining garments, = Ac 10:9, 22f * Ac 3:1; 10:3 

31 and he “said, ‘Cornelius, your 
prayer has been heard and your alms 
have been remembered before God. 

32 ‘Therefore send to Joppa and 
invite Simon, who is also called Peter, 
to come to you; he is staying at the 
house of Simon the tanner by the sea. 


10:4 Or deeds of charity 10:91.e.noon 10:11 Or 
vessel 10:12 Orreptiles 10:30 Le.3 to 4 p.m. 
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33 “Sol sent for you immediately, 
and you have been kind enough to 
come. Now then, we are all here pres- 
ent before God to hear all that you 
have been commanded by the Lord.” 


Gentiles Hear Good News 

34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: 

“IT most certainly understand 
now that God is not one to show 
partiality, Ma 5:2 

35 but Xin every nation the man 
who fears Him and does what is 
right is welcome to Him. 4c 10:28 « Ac 10:2 

36 “The word which He sent to the 
sons of Israel, preaching 8peace 
through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of 
all)\— Ac 13:32 ¢ Lk 1:79; 2:14; Ro 5:1; Ep 2:17 

37 you yourselves know the thing 
which took place throughout all 
Judea, starting from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John proclaimed. 

38 “You know of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, how God anointed Him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and how 
He went about doing good and heal- 
ing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him. 

39 “We are ®witnesses of all the 
things He did both in the "land of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem. They also ®put 
Him to death by hanging Him on a 
cross. Lk 24:48; Ac 10:41 ¢ Or countryside ¢ Ac 5:30 

40 “8God raised Him up on the 
third day and granted that He become 
visible, Ac 2:24 

41 not to all the people, but to 
witnesses who were chosen before- 
hand by God, that is, to us who ate 
and drank with Him after He arose 
from the dead. Jo 14:19, 22; 15:27 

42 “And He Xordered us to preach 
to the people, and solemnly to Rtestify 
that this is the One who has been Rap- 
pointed by God as Judge of the living 
and the dead. Ac 1:2 © Lk 16:28 « Lk 22:22 

43 “Of Him Rall the prophets bear 
witness that through His name every- 
one who believes in Him receives for- 
giveness of sins.” Ac 3:18 
w* 44 While Peter was still speak- 

ing these words, ®the Holy Spirit 
fell upon all those who were listening 
to the 'message. Ac 11:15; 15:8 © Lit word 

45 All the circumcised believers 
who came with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out on the Gentiles also. 
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46 For they were hearing them 
speaking with tongues and exalting 
God. Then Peter answered, 

47 “Surely no one can refuse the 
water for these to be baptized who 
Rhave received the Holy Spirit just as 
we did, can he?” Ac 2:4; 10:44f; 11:17; 15:8 

48 And he 8ordered them to be 
baptized ®in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they asked him to stay on for a 
few days. 1 Co 1:14-17 © Ac 2:38; 8:16; 19:5 


Peter Reports at Jerusalem 
Now the apostles and &the 
brethren who were throughout 
Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. Ac 1:15 
And when Peter came up to 
Jerusalem, 8those who were circum- 
cised took issue with him, Ac 10:45 

3 saying, “You went to uncircum- 
cised men and ate with them.” 

4 But Peter began speaking and 
proceeded to explain to them 8in or- 
derly sequence, saying, Lk 1:3 

5 “RI was in the city of Joppa 
praying; and in a trance I saw 8a vi- 
sion, an Tobject coming down like a 
great sheet lowered by four corners 
from the sky; and it came right down 
to me, Ac 10:9-32; 11:5-14 ¢ Ac 9:10 ¢ Or vessel 

6 and when I had fixed my gaze 
on it and was observing it I saw the 
four-footed animals of the earth and 
the wild beasts and the "crawling 
creatures and the birds of the air. 

7 “I also heard a voice saying to 
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 

8 “But I said, ‘By no means, Lord, 
for nothing unholy or unclean has 
ever entered my mouth.’ 

9 “But a voice from heaven an- 
swered a second time, ‘What God 
has cleansed, no longer ‘consider un- 

oly.’ Ac 10:15 ¢ Lit make common 
10 “This happened three times, 
and everything was drawn back up 
into 'the sky. Or heaven 
11 “And behold, at that moment 
three men appeared at the house in 
which we were staying, having been 
sent to me from ®Caesarea. Ac 8:40 
12 “The Spirit told me to go with 
them without misgivings. These six 
brethren also went with me and we 
entered the man’s house. Ac 8:29 « Ac 10:23 


Y \0:44-47 11:6 Or reptiles 
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--13 “And he reported to us how he 
had seen the angel standing in his 
house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
have Simon, who is also called Peter, 
brought here; 
vw 14 and he will speak ®words to 

you by which you will be saved, 

you and all your household,’ — 4c 10:22 
15 “And as I began to speak, ®the 
Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He 
did upon us at the beginning. Ac 10:44 
16 “And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how He used to say, ‘8John 
baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit’ = aci:5 
17 “Therefore if ®God gave to 
them the same gift as He gave to us 
also after believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could stand 
in God’s way?” Ac 10:45, 47 © Ac 5:39 
18 When they heard this, they qui- 


~ eted down and Rglorified God, saying, 


“Well then, God has granted to the 
Gentiles also the 8repentance that 
leads to life.” Ma 9:8 © 2 Co 7:10 


The Church at Antioch 
19 So then those who were scat- 
tered because of the persecution that 
occurred in connection with Stephen 
made their way to Phoenicia and 
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the 
word to no one except to Jews alone. 
20 But there were some of them, 
men of ®Cyprus and ®Cyrene, who 
came to Antioch and began speaking 
to the ‘Greeks also, preaching the 
Lord Jesus. Ac 4:36 « Ma 27:32; Ac 2:10; 6:9; 13:1 
21 And ®the hand of the Lord was 
with them, and a large number who 
believed turned to the Lord. Lk 1:66 
22 The news about them reached 
the ears of the church at Jerusalem, 
and they sent §Barnabas off ‘to Anti- 
och. Lit word ¢ Ac 4:36 ¢ Lit as far as 
23 Then when he arrived and 'wit- 
nessed &the grace of God, he rejoiced 
and began to encourage them all with 
resolute heart to remain true to the 
Lord; Lit saw ¢ Ac 13:43; 14:26; 15:40; 20:24, 32 
24 for he was a good man, and full 
of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 
Reonsiderable numbers were brought 
to the Lord. Ac 2:47; 5:14; 11:21 
yw 25 And he left for ®Tarsus to 
look for Saul; Ac 9:11 
26 and when he had found him, he 
brought him to 8Antioch. And for an 
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entire year they met with the church 
and taught considerable numbers; 
and the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch. — acé6:5: 11:20, 22,27 

27 Now at this time R%some 
prophets came down from Jerusalem 
to Antioch. | Lk 11:49; Ac 2:17; 13:1; 1 Co 12:10, 28¢ 

28 One of them named 8Agabus 
stood up and began to indicate by the 
Spirit that there would certainly be a 
great famine Rall over the world. And 
this took place in the reign of 
RClaudius. Ac 21:10 * Ma 24:14 * Ac 18:2 

29 And in the proportion that any 
of the disciples had means, each of 
them determined to send a contribu- 
tion for the 'relief of the brethren liv- 
ing in Judea. Lit service ¢ Ac 11:1 

30 RAnd this they did, sending it 
Tin charge of 8Barnabas and Saul to 
the elders. Ac 12:25 « Lit by the hand of * Ac 4:36 


Peter’s Arrest and Deliverance 

l Now about that time ’Herod the 
king laid hands on some who 

belonged to the church in order to 

mistreat them. Le. Herod Agrippa I 

2 And he had James the brother 

of John put to death with a sword. 
When he saw that it §pleased 
the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter 
also. Now it was during the days of 
Unleavened Bread. Ac 24:27; 25:9 

4 When he had seized him, he 
put him in prison, delivering him to 
four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending after the Passover to bring 
him out before the people. 

5 So Peter was kept in the prison, 
but prayer for him was being made 
fervently by the church to God. 

24,6 On the very night when Herod 
'y was about to bring him forward, 
Peter was sleeping between two sol- 
diers, bound with two chains, and 
guards in front of the door were 
watching over the prison. Ac 21:33 

7 And behold, 8an angel of the 
Lord suddenly appeared and a light 
shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s 
side and woke him up, saying, “Get up 
quickly.” And ®his chains fell off his 
hands. Ac 5:19 © Lk 2:9; 24:4 © Ac 16:26 


Y* 11:14 11:20 Lit Hellenists; people who lived by 
Greek customs and culture %% 11:25-26 
12:6-11 
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8 And the angel *said to him, 
“Gird yourself and ™put on your san- 
dals.” And he did so. And he said to 
him, “Wrap your cloak around you 
and follow me.” Lit bind 

9 And he went out and continued 
to follow, and he did not know that 
what was being done by the angel 
was real, but thought he was seeing 
Ra vision. Ac 9:10 

10 When they had passed the first 
and second guard, they came to the 
iron gate that leads into the city, 
which ®opened for them by itself; and 
they went out and went along one 
street, and immediately the angel de- 
parted from him. Ac 5:19; 16:26 

11 When Peter 8came to himself, 
he said, “Now I know for sure that 
the Lord has sent forth His angel and 
rescued me from the hand of Herod 
and from all that the Jewish people 
were expecting.” Lk 15:17 © Da 3:28; 6:22 

12. And when he realized this, he 
went to the house of Mary, the mother 
of John who was also called Mark, 
where many were gathered together 
and ®were praying. Ac 12:5 

13 When he knocked at the door 
of the gate, 8a servant-girl named 
Rhoda came to answer. Jo 18:16f 

14 When she recognized Peter’s 
voice, ®because of her joy she did not 
open the gate, but ran in and an- 
nounced that Peter was standing in 
front of the gate. Lk 24:41 

15 They said to her, “You are out 
of your mind!” But she kept insisting 
that it was so. They kept saying, “It is 
Rhis angel.” Ma 18:10 

16 But Peter continued knocking; 
and when they had opened the door, 
they saw him and were amazed. 

17 But motioning to them with 
his hand to be silent, he described to 
them how the Lord had led him out of 
the prison. And he said, “Report these 
things to James and &the brethren.” 
Then he left and went to another 
place. Ac 13:16; 19:33; 21:40 © Or Jacob e Ac 1:15 

18 Now when day came, there 
was no small disturbance among the 
soldiers as to 'what could have be- 
come of Peter. Lit what therefore had become 

19 When Herod had searched for 
him and had not found him, he exam- 
ined the guards and ordered that they 
be led away to execution. Then he 
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went down from Judea to Caesarea 
and was spending time there. Ac8:40 


Death of Herod 
20 Now he was very angry with 
the people of ®Tyre and Sidon; and 
with one accord they came to him, 
and having won over Blastus_ the 
king’s chamberlain, they were asking 
for peace, because their country was 
fed by the king’s country. Ma 11:21 
»%,21 On an appointed day Herod, 
ys having put on his royal apparel, 
took his seat on the rostrum and 
began delivering an address to them. 
22 The people kept crying out, 
“The voice of a god and not of a man!” 
23 And immediately an angel of 
the Lord struck him because he did 
not give God the glory, and he was 
eaten by worms and died. 
24 But the word of the Lord con- 
tinued to grow and to be multiplied. 
25 And ®Barnabas and RSaul re- 
turned from Jerusalem when they had 
fulfilled their mission, taking along 
with them John, who was also called 
Mark. Ac 4:36; 13:1ff ¢ Ac 4:36; 13:1ff 


First Missionary Journey 
18 iar there were at RAntioch, in 
the church that was. there, 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and 
Simeon who was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who 
had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. Ac 11:19 
2 While they were ministering to 
the Lord and fasting, ®the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” Ac 8:29; 13:4 ¢ Ac 4:36 © Ac 9:15 
3 Then, when they had fasted 
and ®prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away. Ac 1:24 
_4 So, being sent out by the Holy 
Spirit, they went down to Seleucia 
and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 
5 When they reached Salamis, 
they began to proclaim the word of 
God in the synagogues of the Jews; 
and they also had 8John as their 
helper. Ac 9:20; 13:14 ¢ Ac 12:12 
$56 When they had gone through 
the whole island as far as Paphos, 


12:21-23 #13:6-12 
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they found a ®magician, a Jewish 
Rfalse prophet whose name was Bar- 
Jesus, Ac 8:9 © Ma 7:15 

7 who was with the ®proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence. 
This man summoned Barnabas and 
Saul and sought to hear the word of 
God. Ac 13:8, 12; 18:12; 19:38 

8 But Elymas the §magician (for 
so his name is translated) was oppos- 
ing them, seeking to turn the procon- 
sul away from the faith. Ac 8:9 

9 But Saul, who was also known 
as Paul, ®filled with the Holy Spirit, 
fixed his gaze on him, Ac 2:4; 4:8 

10 and said, “You who are full of 
all deceit and fraud, you son of the 
devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 
will you not cease to make crooked 
Rthe straight ways of the Lord? 

11 “Now, behold, 8the hand of the 
Lord is upon you, and you will be blind 
and not see the sun for a time.” And 
immediately a mist and a darkness fell 
upon him, and he went about seeking 
those who would lead him by the 
hand. Ex 9:3; 1 Sa 5:6f: Job 19:21; Ps 32:4; He 10:31 

12 Then the ®proconsul believed 
when he saw what had happened, 
being amazed at the teaching of the 
Lord. Ac 13:7, 8; 18:12; 19:38 

13 Now Paul and his companions 
put out to sea from Paphos and came 
to Perga in Pamphylia; but John left 
them and returned to Jerusalem. 

14 But going on from Perga, they 
arrived at 8Pisidian Antioch, and on 
the Sabbath day they went into the 
Synagogue and sat down. Ac 14:24 

15 After ®the reading of the Law 
and the Prophets the synagogue offi- 
cials sent to them, saying, “Brethren, 
if you have any word of exhortation 
for the people, say it.” = Ac 15:21; 2 Co 3:14f 

16 Paul stood up, and ®motioning 
with his hand said, 

“Men of Israel, and 8you who fear 
God, listen: Ac 12:17 © Ac 10:2; 13:26 

17 “The God of this people Israel 
Rchose our fathers and ‘made the 
people great during their stay in the 
land of Egypt, and with an uplifted 
arm ®He led them out from it. Ex 12:51 

18 “For 8a period of about forty 
years He put up with them in the 
wilderness. Nu 14:34; Ac 7:36 ¢ De 1:31 

19 “8When He had destroyed ®se- 
ven nations in the land of Canaan, He 
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distributed their land as an inheri- 
tance—all of which took about four 
hundred and fifty years. Ac7:45* De 7:1 

20 “After these things He Rgave 
them judges until ®Samuel the 
prophet. Ju 2:16 © 1 Sa 3:20; Ac 3:24 

21 “Then they 8asked for a king, 
and God gave them Saul the son of 
Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, 
for forty years. 1 Sa 8:5 1 Sa 9:1f; 10:1, 21 

22 “After He had 8removed him, 
He raised up David to be their king, 
concerning whom He also testified 
and said, ‘I HAVE FOUND Davip the son 
of Jesse, A MAN AFTER My HEART, who 
will do all My will.’ 1 sa 15:23, 26, 28; 16:1, 13 

23 “From the descendants of this 
man, according to promise, God has 
brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, 

24 after John had proclaimed be- 
fore His coming a ®baptism of repen- 
tance to all the people of Israel. Lk3:3 

25 “And while John 8was complet- 
ing his course, he kept saying, ‘What 
do you suppose that I am? I am not 
He. But behold, one is coming after 
me the sandals of whose feet I am not 
worthy to untie,’ Ac 20:24 

26 “Brethren, sons of Abraham’s 
family, and those among you who fear 
God, to us the message of this salva- 
tion has been sent. 

27 “For those who live’ in 
Jerusalem, and their rulers, 8recog- 
nizing neither Him nor the utterances 
of the prophets which are read every 
Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemn- 
ing Him. Lk 23:13 © Ac 3:17 © Ac 13:15 

28 “And though they found no 
ground for putting Him to death, they 
asked Pilate that He be executed. 

29 “When they had ®carried out 
all that was written concerning Him, 
Rthey took Him down from the cross 
and laid Him in a tomb. Ac 26:22 « Lk 23:53 

30 “But God ®raised Him from the 
dead; Ac 2:24; 13:33, 34, 37 

31 and for many days ®He ap- 
peared to those who came up with 
Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the 
very ones who are now &His wit- 
nesses to the people. Ac 1:3 © Lk 24:48 

32 “And we ®preach to you the 
good news of the promise made to the 
fathers, Ac 5:42; 14:15 

33 that God has fulfilled this 
promise to our children in that He 
raised up Jesus, as it is also written in 


ACTS 13:34 


the second Psalm, ‘“You are My Son; 
TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.’ Ps 2:7 

34 “As for the fact that He raised 
Him up from the dead, no longer to 
return to decay, He has spoken in this 
way: ‘8] WILL GIVE YOU THE HOLY and 
SURE blessings OF DAVID.’ Is 55:3 

35 “Therefore He also says in an- 
other Psalm, ‘You WILL NOT ALLOW 
Your Hoty ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.’ 

36 “For David, after he had 
served 8the purpose of God in his own 
generation, fell asleep, and was laid 
among his fathers and underwent 
decay; Ac 2:29 © Ac 13:22: 20:27 

37 but He whom God &£raised did 
not undergo decay. Ac 2:24; 13:30, 33, 34 

38 “Therefore let it be known to 
you, brethren, that through Him for- 
giveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 

39 and through Him everyone 
who believes is freed from all things, 
from which you could not be freed 
through the Law of Moses. 

40 “Therefore take heed, so that 
the thing spoken of in the Prophets 
may not come upon you: 

41 ‘BEHOLD, YOU SCOFFERS, AND 

MARVEL, AND PERISH; 

For I AM ACCOMPLISHING A 
WORK IN YOUR DAYS, 

A WORK WHICH YOU WILL NEVER 
BELIEVE, THOUGH SOMEONE 
SHOULD DESCRIBE IT TO YOU.’” 

42 As ™Paul and Barnabas were 
going out, the people kept begging 
that these things might be spoken to 
them the next kSabbath. Lit they + Ac 13:14 

43 Now when the meeting of the 
Synagogue had broken up, many of 
the Jews and of the ®God-fearing 
proselytes followed Paul and Barn- 
abas, who, speaking to them, were 
urging them to continue in "the grace 
of God. Ac 13:50; 16:14; 17:4, 17; 18:7 © Ac 11:23 


Paul Turns to the Gentiles 

44 The next ®Sabbath nearly the 
whole city assembled to hear the 
word of the Lord. Ac 13:14 

45 But when &the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were filled with jealousy 
and began contradicting the things 
spoken by Paul, and were blasphem- 
ing. Ac 13:50; 14:2, 4, 5, 19; 1 Th 2:16 

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out 
boldly and said, “It was necessary that 
the word of God be spoken to you 


1222 


first; since you repudiate it and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
behold, ®we are turning to the Gen- 
tiles. Ac 18:6; 19:9; 22:21; 26:20; 28:28 
47 “For so the Lord has com- 
manded us, 
‘RT HAVE PLACED YOU AS A 
RLIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, 
THAT YOU MAY BRING 
SALVATION TO THE END OF 
THE EARTH.” Is 42:6; 49:6 Lk 2:32 
48 When the Gentiles heard this, 
they began rejoicing and glorifying 
Rthe word of the Lord; and as many as 
Rhad been appointed to eternal life be- 
lieved. Ac 13:12 ¢ Ro 8:28ff; Ep 1:4f, 11 
49 And ®the word of the Lord was 
being spread through the whole re- 
gion. Ac 13:12 
50 But the Jews incited the de- 
vout women of prominence and the 
leading men of the city, and instigated 
a persecution against Paul and Barn- 
abas, and drove them out of their dis- 
trict. Ac 13:45; 14:2, 4, 5, 19; 1 Th 2:14ft 
51 But they shook off the dust of 
their feet in protest against them and 
went to 8Iconium. Ac 14:1, 19,21: 16:2:2 Ti 3:11 
52 And the disciples were contin- 
ually filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit. Ac 2:4 


Acceptance and Opposition 
In Iconium they entered the 
synagogue of the Jews together, 
and spoke in such a manner that a 
large number of people believed, both 
of Jews and of Greeks. 30 7:35: Ac 18:4 
2 But ®the Jews who disbelieved 
Stirred up the minds of the Gentiles 
and embittered them against the 
brethren. Ac 13:45, 50; 14:4, 5, 19; 1 Th 2:14¢f 
3 Therefore they spent a long 
time there speaking boldly with re- 
liance upon the Lord, who was testi- 
fying to the word of His grace, 
granting that signs and wonders be 
done by their hands. ac 4:29: 20:32: He 2:4 
4 RBut the people of the city 
were divided; and some "sided with 
the Jews, and some with 8the apos- 
tles. Ac 17:4f; 19:9; 28:24 ¢ Lit were ¢ Ac 14:14 
5 And when an attempt was 
made by both the Gentiles and the 
Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and 
to stone them, Ac 13:45, 50; 14:2, 4, 19; 1 Th 2:14ff 
6 they became aware of it and 
fled to the cities of 8Lycaonia, RL ystra 
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and Derbe, and the surrounding re- 
gion; Ac 14:11 ¢ Ac 14:8, 21; 16:1f; 2 Ti 3:11 
7 and there they continued to 
“preach the gospel. Ac 14:15, 21; 16:10 
“bs 8 At ®Lystra a man was sitting 
who had no strength in his feet, 
lame from his mother’s womb, who 
had never walked. ac 14:6, 21; 16:1f: 2 Ti 3:11 
9 This man was listening to Paul 

as he spoke, who, 8when he had fixed 
his gaze on him and had seen that he 
had faith to be made well, Ac 3:4: 10:4 
10 said with a loud voice, “Stand 
upright on your feet.” And he leaped 
up and began to walk. Ac3:8 
11 When the crowds saw what 
Paul had done, they raised their voice, 


_ saying in the ®Lycaonian language, 


“RThe gods have become like men and 
have come down to US.” Ac 14:6 « Ac 8:10; 28:6 
12 And they began calling Barn- 
abas, Zeus, and Paul, "Hermes, be- 
cause he was the chief speaker. 

13 The priest of Zeus, whose tem- 
ple was "just outside the city, brought 
oxen and garlands to the gates, and 
Rwanted to offer sacrifice with the 
crowds. Lit in front of * Da 2:46 

14 But when the apostles Barn- 
abas and Paul heard of it, they ®tore 
their robes and rushed out into the 
crowd, crying out Nu 14:6: Ma 26:65; Mk 14:63 

15 and saying, “Men, why are you 
doing these things? We are also men 
of the same nature as you, and preach 
the gospel to you that you should turn 
from these ‘vain things to a living 
God, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE 
EARTH AND THE SEA AND ALL THAT IS IN 
THEM. Ac 10:26; Jam 5:17 

16 “In the generations gone by He 
Rpermitted all the nations to ®go their 
own ways; Ac 17:30 ¢ Ps 81:12; Mi 4:5 

17 and yet ®He did not leave Him- 
self without witness, in that He did 
good and gave you rains from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, 'satisfy- 
ing your hearts with food and glad- 
ness.” Ac 17:26f; Ro 1:19f « Lit filling 

18 Even saying these things, with 
difficulty they restrained the crowds 
from offering sacrifice to them. _ 

19 But Jews came from ®Antioch 
and Iconium, and having won over 
the crowds, they stoned Paul and 
dragged him out of the city, suppos- 
ing him to be dead. ‘Ac 13:14; 14:21, 26 

20 But while the disciples stood 
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around him, he got up and entered the 
city. The next day he went away with 
Barnabas to Derbe. Ac 11:26; 14:22, 28 

21 After they had preached the 
gospel to that city and had ®made 
many disciples, they returned to 
RLystra and to 8Iconium and to Anti- 
och, Ac 14:7 ¢ Ac 2:47 © Ac 14:6 ¢ Ac 13:51; 14:1, 19 

22 strengthening the souls of 8the 
disciples, encouraging them to con- 
tinue in the faith, and_ saying, 
“Through many tribulations we must 
enter the kingdom of God.” Ac 11:26; 14:28 

23 When they had appointed 
Relders for them in every church, hav- 
ing prayed with fasting, they com- 
mended them to the Lord in whom 
they had believed. 20 8:19: Tit 1:5 « Ac 11:30 

4 They passed through ®Pisidia 
and came into Pamphylia. Ac 13:14 

25 When they had spoken the 
word in ®Perga, they went down to At- 
talia. Ac 13:13 

26 From there they sailed to Anti- 
och, from which they had been com- 
mended to the grace of God for the 
work that they had accomplished. 

27 When they had arrived and 
gathered the church together, they 
began to ®report all things that God 
had done with them and tThow He 
had opened a door of faith to the Gen- 
tiles. Ac 15:3, 4, 12; 21:19 « Lit that 

28 And they spent a long time 
with ®the disciples. Ac 11:26; 14:22 


The Council at Jerusalem 
l ere men came down from 
Judea and began teaching the 
brethren, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” Ac 15:24 
2 And when Paul and Barnabas 
had ‘great dissension and debate 
with them, ®the brethren determined 
that Paul and Barnabas and some oth- 
ers of them should go up to Jerusalem 
to the apostles and elders concerning 
this issue. Lit not a little © Ac 15:7 © Ga 2:2 
3 Therefore, being sent on their 
way by the church, they were passing 
through both Phoenicia and Samaria, 
describing in detail the conversion of 
the Gentiles, and were bringing great 
joy to all the brethren. 
4 When they arrived at Jeru- 


#14:8-11 14:15 Le. idols 
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salem, they were received by the 
church and &the apostles and the eld- 
ers, and they reported all that God had 
done with them. Ac 11:30; 15:6, 22, 23; 16:4 
5 But some of the sect of the 
RPharisees who had believed stood 
up, Saying, “It is necessary to circum- 
cise them and to direct them to ob- 
serve the Law of Moses.” Ma3:7; Ac 26:5 
6 ®The apostles and the elders 
came together to ‘look into this ™mat- 
ter. Ac 11:30; 15:4, 22, 23; 16:4 © Lit see about ° Lit word 
7 After there had been much ®de- 
bate, Peter stood up and said to them, 
“Brethren, you know that in the early 
days ®God made a choice among you, 
that by my mouth the Gentiles would 
hear the word of ®the gospel and be- 
lieve. Ac 15:2 © Ac 10:19f ¢ Ac 20:24 
8 “And God, who knows the 
heart, testified to them ®giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to 
uS; Ac 1:24 ¢ Ac 2:4; 10:44, 47 
9 and 8He made no distinction 
between us and them, ®cleansing their 
hearts by faith. — Ac 10:28, 34: 11:12 « Ac 10:43 
10 “Now therefore why do you 
Rput God to the test by placing upon 
the neck of the disciples a yoke which 
Rneither our fathers nor we have been 
able to bear? Ac 5:9 * Ma 23:4; Ga 5:1 
11 “But we believe that we are 
saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, in the same way as they also 
are.” Ro 3:24; 5:15; 2 Co 13:14; Ep 2:5-8 
12 All the people kept silent, and 
they were listening to Barnabas and 
Paul as they were relating what signs 
and wonders God had done through 
them among the Gentiles. 


James’s Judgment 
13 After they had stopped speak- 
ing, James answered, saying, 
“Brethren, listen to me. Ac 12:17 
14 “8Simeon has related how God 
first concerned Himself about taking 
from among the Gentiles a people for 
His name. Ac 15:7; 2 Pe 1:1 
15 “With this the words of the 
Prophets agree, just as it is written, 
16 ‘RAFTER THESE THINGS I will 
return, 
AND I WILL REBUILD THE 
TABERNACLE OF 
DAVID WHICH HAS 
FALLEN, 
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AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, 
AND I WILL RESTORE IT, Am9:11 
17 SO THAT THE REST OF 
MANKIND MAY SEEK 
THE Lorp, 
AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE 
CALLED BY My NAME,’ 
18 Says THE LoRD, WHO RMAKES 
THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM 
LONG AGO. Am 9:12 ¢ Is 45:21 

19 “Therefore it is my judgment 
that we do not trouble those who are 
turning to God from among the Gen- 
tiles, Ac 15:28; 21:25 

20 but that we write to them that 
they abstain from ‘things contami- 
nated by idols and from "fornication 
and from what is strangled and from 
blood. Lit the pollutions of 

21 “For Moses from ancient gen- 
erations has in every city those who 
preach him, since he is read in the 
Synagogues every Sabbath.” 

22 Then it seemed good to 8the 
apostles and the elders, with the 
whole church, to choose men from 
among them to send to 8Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas—Judas called 
Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men 
among the brethren, Ac 15:2 ¢ Ac 11:20 

23 and they sent this letter by 
them, 

“The apostles and the brethren 
who are elders, to ®the brethren 
in Antioch and Syria and Cili- 
cia who are from the Gentiles, 
greetings. Ac 15:1 ¢ Ac 11:20 

24 “Since we have heard that some 
of our number to whom we 
gave no instruction have dis- 
turbed you with their words, 
unsettling your souls, 

25 it seemed good to us, having 
become of one mind, to select 
men to send to you with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

26 men who have frisked their 
lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ac 9:23ff; 14:19 

27“Therefore we have sent ®Judas 
and Silas, who themselves will 
also report the same things by 
word of mouth. Ac 15:22, 32 « Ac 15:22 

28 “For "it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these 
essentials: Ac 15:25 

29 that you abstain from ®things 
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sacrificed to idols and from 

Rblood and from things stran- 

gled and from fornication; if 

you keep yourselves free from 
such things, you will do well. 

Farewell.” Ac 15:20 « Ac 15:20 * Ac 15:20 
30 So when they were sent away, 

they went down to Antioch; and hav- 
ing gathered the congregation to- 
gether, they delivered the letter. 
| 31 When they had read it, they re- 
joiced because of its encouragement. 

32 ®Judas and ®Silas, also being 
Rprophets themselves, encouraged 
and strengthened the brethren with a 
lengthy message.Ac 15:22, 27 « Ac 15:22 © Ac 13:1 

33 After they had spent time 
there, they were sent away from the 
brethren in peace to those who had 
Rsent them out. Ac 15:22 

34 [FBut it seemed good to Silas to 
remain there. ] 

35 But ®Paul and Barnabas stayed 
in Antioch, teaching and ®preaching 
with many others also, 8the word of 
the Lord. Ac 12:25 © Ac 8:4 © Ac 13:12 


Second Missionary Journey 
36 After some days Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the 
brethren in Revery city in which we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and 
see how they are.” Ac 13:4, 13, 14,51; 14:6, 24f 
37 Barnabas wanted to take 
pohh, called Mark, along with them 
als Ac 12:12 
33 But Paul kept insisting that 
they should not take him along who 
had 8deserted them ‘in Pamphylia 
and had not gone with them to the 
work. Ac 13:13 « Lit from 
39 And there occurred such a 
sharp disagreement that they sepa- 
rated from one another, and Barnabas 
took ®Mark with him and sailed away 
to Cyprus. Ac 12:12; 15:37; Col 4:10 * Ac 4:36 
40 But Paul chose ®Silas and left, 
being committed by the brethren to 
the grace of the Lord. Ac 15:22 
41 And he was traveling through 
RSyria and Cilicia, strengthening the 
churches. Ma 4:24: Ac 15:23 © Ac 6:9 


The Macedonian Vision 

1 Paul came also to Derbe 
yw and to Lystra. And a disci- 
ple was there, named Timothy, the son 
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of a Jewish woman who was a be- 
liever, but his father was a Greek, 

2 and he was well spoken of by 
Rthe brethren who were in 8Lystra and 
RIconium. Ac 16:40 © Ac 14:6 ¢ Ac 13:51 

__3 Paul wanted this man to go 
with him; and he took him and cir- 
cumcised him because of the Jews 
who were in those parts, for they all 
knew that his father was a Greek. 

4 Now while they were passing 
through the cities, they were deliver- 
ing ®the decrees which had been de- 
cided upon by &the apostles and 
Relders who were in Jerusalem, for 
them to observe. Ac 15:28f « Ac 15:2 ¢ Ac 11:30 

5 So ®the churches were being 
strengthened in the faith, and were in- 
creasing in number daily. Ac 9:31 

6 They passed through the 
RPhrygian and Galatian region, hav- 
ing been forbidden by the Holy Spirit 
to speak the word in Asia; — Ac 2:10; 18:23 

7 and after they came to ®Mysia, 
they were trying to go into 8Bithynia, 
and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit 
them; Ac 16:8 ¢ 1 Pe 1:1 

8 and passing by ®Mysia, they 
came down to Troas. Ac 16:7 

9 RA vision appeared to Paul in 
the night: a man of Macedonia was 
standing and appealing to him, and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us.” Ac 9:10 

10 When he had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go into 
Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. [we] Ac 16;10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-28:16 

11 So putting out to sea from 
RTroas, we ran a straight course to 
Samothrace, and on the day following 
to Neapolis; Ac 16:8; 20:5f; 2 Co 2:12; 2 Ti 4:13 

12 and from there to ®Philippi, 
which is a leading city of the district 
of Macedonia, 8a Roman colony; and 
me were staying in this city for some 

days. Ac 20:6; Ph 1:1; 1 Th 2:2 * Ac 16:21 
wr 13 And on the Sabbath day we 

went outside the gate to a river- 
side, where we were supposing that 
there would be a place of prayer; and 
we sat down and began speaking to 
the women who had assembled. 
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First Convert in Europe 

14 A woman named Lydia, from 
the city of ®Thyatira, a seller of purple 
fabrics, 8a worshiper of God, was lis- 
tening; and the Lord opened her 
heart to respond to the things spoken 
by Paul. Re 1:11; 2:18, 24 ¢ Ac 13:43; 18:7 ¢ Lk 24:45 

15 And when she and her house- 
hold had been baptized, she urged us, 
saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house and stay.” And she prevailed 
upon us. Ac 11:14 

16 It happened that as we were 
going to the place of prayer, a slave- 
girl having a spirit of divination met 
us, who was bringing her masters 
much profit by fortune-telling. Ac 16:13 

17 Following after Paul and us, 
she kept crying out, saying, “These 
men are bond-servants of 8the Most 
High God, who are proclaiming to 
you the way of salvation.” Mk 5:7 
rd ,18 She continued doing this for 
2 many days. But Paul was greatly 
annoyed, and turned and said to the 
spirit, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And 
it came out at that very moment. 

19 But when her masters saw that 
their hope of ®profit was gone, they 
seized ®Paul and Silas and dragged 
them into the market place before the 
authorities, Ac 16:16; 19:25f « Ac 15:22, 40; 16:25, 29 

20 and when they had brought 
them to the chief magistrates, they 
said, “These men are throwing our 
city into confusion, being Jews, 

21 and are proclaiming customs 
which it is not lawful for us to accept 
or to observe, being Romans.” ks 3:8 


Paul and Silas Imprisoned 
22 The crowd rose up together 
against them, and the chief magis- 
trates tore their robes off them and 
proceeded to order them to be 
Rbeaten with rods. 2 Co 11:25; 1 Th 2:2 
1523 When they had struck them 
with many blows, they threw them 
into prison, commanding &the jailer to 
guard them securely; Ac 16:27, 36 
24 and he, having received such a 
command, threw them into the inner 
prison and fastened their feet in §the 
stocks. Job 13:27; 33:11; Je 20:2f; 29:26 
_25 But about midnight ®Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing hymns 
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of praise to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them; Ac 16:19 

26 and suddenly ®there came a 
great earthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison house were 
shaken; and immediately Rall the 
doors were opened and everyone’s 
chains were unfastened. Ac 4:31 Ac 12:10 

27 When &the jailer awoke and 
saw the prison doors opened, he drew 
his sword and was about &to kill him- 
self, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped. Ac 16:23, 36 ® Ac 12:19 

28 But Paul cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Do not harm yourself, 
for we are all here!” 

29 And he called for lights and 
rushed in, and trembling with fear he 
fell down before Paul and Silas, 

30 and after he brought them out, 
he said, “Sirs, }what must I do to be 
saved?” Ac 2:37; 22:10 


The Jailer Converted 

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
Ryour household.” — Mk 16:16 © Ac 11:14: 16:15 

32 And they spoke the word of 
Tthe Lord to him together with all who 
were in his house. Two early mss read God 

33 And he took them &that very 
hour of the night and washed their 
wounds, and immediately he was bap- 
tized, he and all his household. ac 16-25 

34 And he brought them into his 
house and set food before them, and 
rejoiced greatly, having believed in 
God with his whole household. 

35 Now when day came, the chief 
magistrates sent their policemen, say- 
ing, “Release those men.” 

36 And ®the jailer reported these 
words to Paul, saying, “The chief mag- 
istrates have sent to release you. 
Therefore come out now and go Bin 
peace.” Ac 16:27 Ac 15:33 

37 But Paul said to them, “They 
have beaten us in public without trial, 
Xmen who are Romans, and have 
thrown us into prison; and now are 
they sending us away secretly? No in- 
deed! But let them come themselves 
and bring us out.” Ac 22:25-29 

38 The policemen reported these 
words to the chief magistrates. They 
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were afraid when they heard that they 
were Romans, Ac 22:29 
39 and they came and appealed to 
them, and when they had brought 
them out, they kept begging them ®to 
leave the city. Ma 8:34 
40 They went out of the prison 
and entered the house of Lydia, and 
when they saw the brethren, they en- 
couraged them and departed. 


Paul at Thessalonica 
Now when they had traveled 

4 through Amphipolis and Apol- 
lonia, they came to Thessalonica, 
where there was a synagogue of the 
Jews. 

2 And 8according to Paul’s cus- 
tom, he went to them, and for three 
RSabbaths reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures, Ac 9:20; 17:10, 17 Ac 13:14 

3 explaining and giving evidence 
that the Christ had to suffer and ®rise 
again from the dead, and saying, 
“This Jesus whom I am proclaiming 
to you is the Christ.” Jo 20:9 

4 RAnd some of them were per- 
suaded and joined Paul and Silas, 
along with a large number of the God- 
fearing ®Greeks and a number of the 
leading women. Ac 14:4 ¢ Jo 7:35 

5 But 8the Jews, becoming jeal- 
ous and taking along some wicked 
men from the market place, formed a 
mob and set the city in an uproar; and 
attacking the house of Jason, they 
were seeking to bring them out to the 
people. Ac 17:13; 1 Th 2:14ff * Ac 17:6, 7,9; Ro 16:21 

6 When they did not find them, 
they began dragging Jason and some 
brethren before the city authorities, 
shouting, “These men who have upset 
Fthe world have come here also; 

7 and Jason "has welcomed 
them, and they all act contrary to the 
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is 
another king, Jesus.” Lk 10:38; Jam 2:25 

8 They stirred up the crowd and 
the city authorities who heard these 
things. a 

9 And when they had received a 
Tpledge from ®Jason and the others, 
they released them. Or bond e Ac 17:5 


Paul at Berea 
10 The brethren immediately sent 
Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, 
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and when they arrived, they went into 
the synagogue of the Jews: 

11 Now these were more noble- 
minded than those in ®Thessalonica, 
Tfor they received the word with Tgreat 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures 
daily to see whether these things were 

SO. Ac 17:1 ¢ Lit who received e Lit all 

12 Therefore many of them be- 
lieved, along with a number of promi- 
nent Greek women and men. 

13 But when the Jews of Thessa- 
lonica found out that the word of God 
had been proclaimed by Paul in Berea 
also, they came there as well, agitat- 
ing and stirring up the crowds. 

Then immediately 8the brethren 
sent Paul out to go as far as the sea; 
and Silas and Timothy remained 
there. Ac 1:15; 17:6, 10 ® Ac 15:22: 17:4, 10 

15 Now those who escorted Paul 
brought him as far as Athens; and re- 
ceiving a command for Silas and Tim- 
othy to come to him as soon as 
possible, they left. Ac 17:16, 21f; 18:1; 1 Th 3:1 


Paul at Athens 

16 Now while Paul was waiting 
for them at Athens, his spirit was 
being provoked within him as he was 
observing the city full of idols. 

17 So he was reasoning in the 
synagogue with the Jews and ®the 
God-fearing Gentiles, and in the mar- 
ket place every day with those who 
happened to be present. Ac 9:20; 17:2 

18 And also some of the Epi- 
curean and Stoic philosophers were 
conversing with him. Some were Say- 
ing, “What would &this idle babbler 
wish to say?” Others, “He seems to be 
a proclaimer of strange deities,”’— 
because he was preaching ®Jesus and 
the resurrection. 1 Co 1:20; 4:10 « Ac 4:2; 17:31f 

19 And they took him and 
brought him ‘to the Areopagus, say- 
ing, “May we know what this new 
teaching is which you are proclaim- 
ing? Ac 23:19 © Or before © Ac 17:22 © Mk 1:27 

20 “For you are bringing some 
strange things to our ears; So we want 
to know what these things mean.” 

21 (Now all the Athenians and the 
strangers visiting there used to spend 
their time in nothing other than 
telling or hearing something new.) 


17:6 Lit the inhabited earth 
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Sermon on Mars Hill 
22 So Paul stood in the midst of 
the Areopagus and said, “Men of 
Athens, I observe that you are very 
Rreligious in all respects. Ac 25:19 

23 “For while I was passing 
through and examining the Robjects 
of your worship, I also found an altar 
with this inscription, ‘TO AN UN- 
KNOWN GOD, Therefore what 8you 
worship in ignorance, this I proclaim 
to you. 2 Th 2:4 © Jo 4:22 

24 “The God who made the world 
and all things in it, since He is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands; 

25 nor is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed any- 
thing, since He Himself gives to all 
people life and breath and all things; 

26 and ®He made from one man 
every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having deter- 
mined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of their habitation, mat2:10 

27 that they would seek God, if 
perhaps they might grope for Him and 
find Him, 8though He is not far from 
each one of us; De 4:7; Je 23:23f; Ac 14:17 

28 for Xin Him we live and move 
and ‘exist, as even some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we also are 
His children,’ Job 12:10; Da 5:23 « Lit are 

29 “Being then the children of 
God, we Sought not to think that the 
Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and 
thought of man. Is 40:18ff; Ro 1:23 

30 “Therefore having overlooked 
Rthe times of ignorance, God is now 
declaring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent, 

31 because He has fixed 8a day in 
which He will judge the world in 
righteousness through a Man whom 
He has ®appointed, having furnished 
proof to all men by ®raising Him from 
the dead.” Ma 10:15 © Lk 22:22 * Ac 2:24 

32 Now when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, some began 
to sneer, but others said, “We shall 
hear you again concerning this.” 

33. So Paul went out of their midst. 

34 But some men joined him and 
believed, among whom also were 
Dionysius the RAreopagite and a 
woman named Damaris and others 
with them. Ac 17:19, 22 
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Paul at Corinth 
1 be ered these things he 
Athens and went to Corinth. 

2 And he found a Jew named 
Aquila, a native of ®Pontus, having re- 
cently come from Italy with his wife 
Priscilla, because 8Claudius had com- 
manded all the Jews to leave Rome. 
He came to them, Ac 2:9 © Ac 11:28 

3 and because he was of the 
same trade, he stayed with them and 
they were working, for by trade they 
were tent-makers. 

4 And he was reasoning in the 
synagogue every Sabbath and trying 
to persuade 8Jews and Greeks. 4c 14:1 

5 But when Silas and Timothy 
came down from Macedonia, Paul 
began devoting himself completely to 
the word, solemnly testifying to the 
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 

6 But when they resisted and 
blasphemed, he ®shook out his gar- 
ments and said to them, “Your blood 
be on your own heads! I am clean. 
From now on I will go ®to the Gen- 
tiles.” Ne 5:13; Ac 13:51 

7 Then he left there and went to 
the house of a man named Titius Jus- 
tus, 8a worshiper of God, whose house 
was next to the synagogue. Ac 13:43: 16:14 

8 Crispus, the leader of the syn- 
agogue, believed in the Lord with all 
his household, and many of the 
Corinthians when they heard were 
believing and being baptized. 160 1:14 

9 And the Lord said to Paul in 
the night by 8a vision, “Do not be 
afraid any longer, but go on speaking 
and do not be silent; Ac 9:10 

10 for I am with you, and no man 
will attack you in order to harm you, 
for I have many people in this city.” 

_ 11 Andhe settled there a year and 
six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. 

12 But while Gallio was ®procon- 
sul of Achaia, the Jews with one ac- 
cord rose up against Paul and brought 
him before the judgment seat, Ac 13:7 

13 saying, “This man persuades 
men to worship God contrary to ®the 
law.” Jo 19:7; Ac 18:15 

14 But when Paul was about to 
open his mouth, Gallio said to the 
Jews, “If it were a matter of wrong or 


left 
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of vicious crime, O Jews, it would be 
reasonable for me to put up with you; 

15 but if there are questions about 
words and names and your own law, 
look after it yourselves; I am unwill- 
ing to be a judge of these matters.” 

16 And he drove them away from 
Rthe judgment seat. Ma 27:19 

17 And they all took hold of Sos- 
thenes, the leader of the synagogue, 
and began beating him in front of the 
judgment seat. But Gallio was not 
concerned about any of these things. 

18 Paul, having remained many 
days longer, took leave of the 
brethren and put out to sea for Syria, 
and with him were Priscilla and 
Aquila. In Cenchrea he had his hair 
cut, for he was keeping a vow. 

19 They came to Ephesus, and he 
left them there. Now he himself en- 
tered ®the synagogue and reasoned 
with the Jews. Ac 18:4 

20 When they asked him to stay 
for a longer time, he did not consent, 

21 but taking leave of them and 
saying, “I will return to you again if 
God wills,” he set sail from Ephesus. 

22 When he had landed at Cae- 
sarea, he went up and greeted the 
church, and went down to Antioch. 


Third Missionary Journey 

23 And having spent some time 
there, he left and passed successively 
through the ®Galatian region and 
Phrygia, strengthening all the disci- 

es. Ac 16:6 

24 Now a Jew named Apollos, an 
RAlexandrian by birth, an eloquent 
man, came to 8Ephesus; and he was 
mighty in the Scriptures. Ac6:9+ Ac 18:19 

25. This man had been instructed 
in the way of the Lord; and being fer- 
vent in spirit, he was speaking and 
teaching accurately the things con- 
cerning Jesus, being acquainted only 
with the baptism of John; Ac 9:2; 18:26 

26 and he began to speak out 
boldly in the synagogue. But when 
Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
took him aside and explained to him 
the way of God more accurately. 

27 And when he wanted to go 
across to Achaia, the brethren en- 
couraged him and wrote to the disci- 
ples to welcome him; and when he 
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had arrived, he greatly helped those 
who had believed through grace, 

28 for he powerfully refuted the 
Jews in public, demonstrating by the 
Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 


Paul at Ephesus 

yF] Ot happened that while 
Apollos was at ®Corinth, 

Paul passed through the 8upper coun- 

try and came to Ephesus, and found 

some disciples. Ac 18:1 ® Ac 18:23 

2 He said to them, “®Did you re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit when you be- 
lieved?” And they said to him, “No, we 
have not even heard whether there is 
a Holy Spirit.” Ac 8:15f; 11:16f 

3 And he said, “Into what then 
were you baptized?” And they said, 
“RInto John’s baptism.” —_Lk 7:29; Ac 18:25 

4 Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in Him who was 
coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 

5 When they heard this, they 
were baptized Tin the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Ac 8:12, 16; 10:48 « Lit into 

6 And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they began 
Rgpeaking with tongues and ®proph- 
esying. Ac 6:6; 8:17 © Mk 16:17; Ac 2:4; 10:46 © Ac 13:1 

7 There were in all about twelve 
men. 

8 And he entered the synagogue 
and continued speaking out boldly for 
three months, reasoning and per- 
suading them ®about the kingdom of 
God. Ac 9:20; 18:26 ¢ Ac 1:3 

9 But when ®some were becom- 
ing hardened and disobedient, speak- 
ing evil of the Way before the people, 
he withdrew from them and took 
away the disciples, reasoning daily in 
the school of Tyrannus. Ac 14:4 

10 This took place for 8two years, 
so that all who lived in Asia heard 
the word of the Lord, both Jews and 
Greeks. Ac 19:8; 20:31 * Ac 16:6; 19:22, 26, 27 


Miracles at Ephesus _ 

»%, 11 God was performing ®extraor- 

"ys dinary ‘miracles by the hands of 

Paul, Ac 8:13 ¢ Or works of power 
12 so that handkerchiefs or aprons 
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were even carried from his body to the 
sick, and the diseases left them and 
the evil spirits went out. 

13 But also some of the Jewish ex- 
orcists, who went from place to place, 
attempted to name over those who 
had the evil spirits the name of the 
Lord Jesus, saying, “I adjure you by 
Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 

14 Seven sons of one Sceva, a 
Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 

15 And the evil spirit answered 
and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, 
and I know about Paul, but who are 
you?” 

16 And the man, in whom was the 
evil spirit, leaped on them and sub- 
dued all of them and overpowered 
them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded. 

17 This became known to all, both 
Jews and Greeks, who lived in 8Eph- 
esus; and fear fell upon them all and 
the name of the Lord Jesus was being 
magnified. Ac 18:19 

18 Many also of those who had 
believed kept coming, confessing and 
disclosing their practices. 

19 And many of those who prac- 
ticed magic brought their books to- 
gether and began burning them in the 
sight of everyone; and they counted 
up the price of them and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. Lk 15:8 

20 So the word of the Lord was 
growing mightily and prevailing. 

21 Now after these things were 
finished, Paul purposed in the Spirit 
to go to Jerusalem after he had passed 
through Macedonia and Achaia, say- 
ing, “After I have been there, I must 
also see Rome.” Ac 18:12 

22 And having sent into Macedo- 
nia two of those who ministered to 
him, ®Timothy and Erastus, he himself 
stayed in Asia for a while. Ac 16:1 

23 About that time there occurred 
no small disturbance concerning 8the 
Way. Ac 19:9 

24 For aman named Demetrius, a 
silversmith, who made silver shrines 
of Artemis, ®was bringing no little 
business to the craftsmen; ac 16:16, 198 

_25 these he gathered together 
with the workmen of similar trades, 
and said, “Men, you know that our 
prosperity ‘depends upon this busi- 
ness. Lit is from 
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26 “You see and hear that not only 
in 8Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, 
this Paul has persuaded and turned 
away a considerable number of peo- 
ple, saying that gods made with hands 
are no gods at all. Ac 18:19 

27 “Not only is there danger that 
this trade of ours fall into disrepute, 
but also that the temple of the great 
goddess TArtemis be regarded as 
worthless and that she whom all of 
RAsia and ®the world worship will 
even be dethroned from her magnifi- 
cence.” Lat Diana ° Ac 19:10 © Ma 24:14 

28 When they heard this and were 
filled with rage, they began crying 
out, saying, “Great is Artemis of the 
REphesians!” Lat Diana e Ac 18:19 

29 The city was filled with the 
confusion, and they rushed with one 
accord into the theater, dragging 
along ®Gaius and ®Aristarchus, Paul’s 
traveling companions from Macedo- 
nia. Ac 20:4 ¢ Ac 20:4; 27:2; Col 4:10; Phile 24 

30 And when Paul wanted to go 
into the ‘assembly, ®the disciples 
would not let him. Lit people * Ac 19:9 

31 Also some of the FAsiarchs 
who were friends of his sent to him 
and repeatedly urged him not to 'ven- 
ture into the theater. Lit give himself 

32 ®So then, some were shouting 
one thing and some another, for the 
assembly was in confusion and the 
majority did not know for what rea- 
son they had come together. —Ac_21:34 

33 Some of the crowd Tconcluded 
it was Alexander, since the Jews had 
put him forward; and having ®mo- 
tioned with his hand, Alexander was 
intending to make a defense to the as- 
sembly. Or advised Alexander ¢ Ac 12:17 

34 But when they recognized that 
he was a Jew, a single outcry arose 
from them all as they shouted for 
about two hours, “Great is "Artemis of 
the Ephesians!” Lat Diana 

35 After quieting the crowd, the 
town clerk *said, “Men of 8Ephesus, 
what man is there after all who does 
not know that the city of the Eph- 
esians is guardian of the temple of the 
great Artemis and of the image which 
fell down from heaven? Ac 18:19 

36 “So, since these are undeniable 
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facts, you ought to keep calm and to 
do nothing rash. 
~ 37 “For you have brought these 
men here who are neither "robbers of 
temples nor blasphemers of our god- 
dess. Ro 2:22 
38 “So then, if Demetrius and the 
craftsmen who are with him have a 
complaint against any man, the courts 
are in session and ®proconsuls are 
available; let them bring charges 
against one another. Ac 13:7 
39 “But if you want anything be- 
yond this, it shall be settled in the 
Tlawful Tassembly. Or regular ¢ Gr ekklesia 
40 “For indeed we are in danger of 
being accused of a riot in connection 
with today’s events, since there is no 
real cause for it, and in this connec- 
tion we will be unable to account for 
this disorderly gathering.” 
41 After saying this he dismissed 
the Tassembly. Gr ekklesia 


Paul in Macedonia and Greece 

2 After the uproar had ceased, 
Paul sent for 8the disciples, and 

when he had exhorted them and taken 

his leave of them, he left ®to go to }Ma- 

cedonia. Ac 11:26 © Ac 19:21 © Ac 16:9; 20:3 

2 When he had gone through 
those districts and had given them 
much exhortation, he came to Greece. 

3 And there he spent three 
months, and when a plot was formed 
against him by the Jews as he was 
about to set sail for Syria, he decided 
to return through Macedonia. Ma 4:24 

4 And he was accompanied by 
Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus, 
and by ®Aristarchus and Secundus of 
the Thessalonians, and Gaius of 
RDerbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus 
and Trophimus of Asia. Ac 19:29 

5 But these had gone on ahead 
and were waiting for us at Troas. 

6 We sailed from Philippi after 
the days of Unleavened Bread, and 
came to them at Troas within five 
days; and there we stayed seven days. 

7 On &the first day of the week, 
when ®we were gathered together to 
break bread, Paul began talking to 
them, intending to leave the next day, 
and he prolonged his message until 
midnight. 1 Co 16:2; Re 1:10 # Ac 16:10; 20:5-15 

8 There were many ®lamps in the 
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Rupper room where we were gathered 
together. Ma 25:1 ° Ac 1:13 
»%,.9 And there was a young man 
> named 'Eutychus sitting on the 
window sill, sinking into a deep sleep; 
and as Paul kept on talking, he was 
overcome by sleep and fell down from 
the third floor and was picked up 
dead. Eutychus means Good fortune, i.e. ‘Lucky’ 
10 But Paul went down and fell 
upon him, and after embracing him, 
he said, “Do not be troubled, for his 
life is in him.” 1 Ki 17:21; 2 Ki 4:34 
11 When he had gone back up and 
had ®broken the bread and eaten, he 
talked with them a long while until 
daybreak, and then left. Ac 2:42: 20:7 
12 They took away the boy alive, 
and were greatly comforted. 


Troas to Miletus 

13 But we, going ahead to the 
ship, set sail for Assos, intending from 
there to take Paul on board; for so he 
had arranged it, intending himself to 
go 'by land. Ac 16:10; 20:5-15 © Or on foot 

14 And when he met us at Assos, 
we took him on board and came to 
Mitylene. 

15 Sailing from there, we arrived 
the following day opposite Chios; and 
the next day we crossed over to 
Samos; and the day following we 
came to ®Miletus. Ac 20:17; 2 Ti 4:20 

16 For Paul had decided to sail 
past Ephesus so that he would not 
have to spend time in Asia; for he was 
hurrying to be in Jerusalem, if possi- 
ble, on the day of Pentecost. 


Farewell to Ephesus 

17 From Miletus he sent to 8Eph- 
esus and called to him ®the elders of 
the church. Ac 18:19 © Ac 11:30 

18 And when they had come to 
him, he said to them, 

“You yourselves know, from the 
first day that I set foot in Asia, how I 
was with you the whole time, 

19 serving the Lord with all hu- 
mility and with tears and with trials 
which came upon me ‘through &the 
plots of the Jews; Lit by * Ac 20:3 

20 how I ®did not shrink from de- 
claring to you anything that was prof- 


$20:9-12 
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itable, and teaching you publicly and 
from house to house, Ac 20:27 

21 solemnly &testifying to both 
Jews and Greeks of ®repentance to- 
ward God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ..k 16:28; Ac 18:5; 20:23, 24 © Ac 2:38; 11:18; 26:20 

22 “And now, behold, bound by 
the Spirit, 8 am on my way to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there, Ac 17:16; 20:16 

23 except that ®the Holy Spirit 
solemnly 8testifies to me in every city, 
saying that bonds and _ afflictions 
await me. Ac 8:29 ¢ Lk 16:28; Ac 18:5; 20:21, 24 

24 “But 8I do not consider my life 
of any account as dear to myself, so 
that I may finish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of 
the gospel of the grace of God. ac21:13 

25 “And now, behold, I know that 
all of you, among whom I went about 
Rpreaching the kingdom, will no 
longer see my face. Ma 4:23; Ac 28:31 

26 “Therefore, I ‘testify to you this 
day that 8I am innocent of the blood 
of all men. Or call you to witness ¢ Ac 18:6 

27 “For I 8did not shrink from de- 
claring to you the whole purpose of 
God. Ac 20:20 © Ac 13:36 

28 “Be on guard for yourselves 
and for all 8the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you over- 
seers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own 
blood. Lk 12:32; Jo 21:15-17; Ac 20:29; 1 Pe 5:2f 

29 “I know that after my depar- 
ture savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; 

30 and from among your own 
selves men will arise, speaking per- 
verse things, to draw away ®the disci- 
ples after them. Ac 11:26 

31 “Therefore be on the alert, re- 
membering that night and day for a 
period of three years I did not cease to 
admonish each one with tears. 

32 “And now I commend you to 

God and to the word of His grace, 
which is able to build you up and to 
give you the inheritance among all 
those who are sanctified. 

33 “I have coveted no one’s silver 
or gold or clothes. 

34 “You yourselves know that 
these hands ministered to my own 
needs and to the men who were with 
me. Ac 18:3 ¢ Ac 19:22 
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35 “In everything I showed you 
that by working hard in this manner 
you must help the weak and remem- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, that 
He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’” 

36 When he had said these things, 
he knelt down and prayed with them 
all. Ac 9:40; 21:5: Lk 22:41 

37 And they began to weep aloud 
and embraced Paul, and repeatedly 
kissed him, Lk 15:20 

38 grieving especially over the 
word which he had spoken, that they 
would not see his face again. And they 
were accompanying him to the ship. 


Paul Sails from Miletus 

2 1 bara Rwe had parted from 
them and had set sail, we ran 8a 
straight course to Cos and the next 
day to Rhodes and from there to 
Patara; [we] Ac 16:10; 21:1-18 ¢ Ac 16:11 
2 and having found a ship cross- 
ing over to Phoenicia, we went 
aboard and set sail. Ac 11:19; 21:3 
3 When we came in sight of 
RCyprus, leaving it on the left, we kept 
sailing to 8Syria and landed at ®Tyre; 
for there the ship was to unload its 
cargo. Ac 4:36; 21:16 ¢ Ma 4:24 e Ac 12:20; 21:7 
4 After looking up 8the disciples, 
we stayed there seven days; and they 
kept telling Paul through the Spirit not 
to set foot in Jerusalem. Ac 11:26; 21:16 
5 When our days there were 
ended, we left and started on our jour- 
ney, while they all, with wives and 
children, ®escorted us until we were 
out of the city. After kneeling down on 
the beach and praying, we said 
farewell to one another. Ac 15:3 
Then we went on board the 

ship, and they returned home again. 
When we had finished the voy- 
age from ®Tyre, we arrived at Ptole- 


mais, and after greeting ®the 
brethren, we stayed with them for a 
day. Ac 12:20; 21:3 ¢ Ac 1:15; 21:17 


8 On the next day we left and 
came to ®Caesarea, and entering the 
house of ®Philip the kevangelist, who 
was one of the seven, we stayed with 
him. Ac 8:40; 21:16 © Ac 6:5; 8:5 © Ep 4:11; 2 Ti4:5 

9 Now this man had four virgin 
daughters who were prophetesses. 


Y 20:32 
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10 As we were staying there for 
some days, a prophet named ®Agabus 
came down from Judea. Ac 11:28 

11 And coming to us, he took 
Paul’s belt and bound his own feet 
and hands, and said, “This ®is what 
the Holy Spirit says: ‘In this way the 
Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man 
who owns this belt and deliver him 
into the hands of the Gentiles.’” Ac8:29 

12 When we had heard this, we as 
well as the local residents began beg- 
ging him not to go up to Jerusalem. 

13 Then Paul answered, “What are 
you doing, weeping and breaking my 
heart? For I am ready not only to be 
bound, but even to die at Jerusalem 
for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

14 And since he would not be per- 
suaded, we fell silent, remarking, “The 
will of the Lord be done!” 


Paul at Jerusalem 

15 After these days we got ready 
and started on our way up to 
Jerusalem. Ac 21:12 

16 Some of ®the disciples from 
RCaesarea also came with us, taking 
us to Mnason of ®Cyprus, a ®disciple 
of long standing with whom we were 
to lodge. Ac 21:4 Ac 8:40 * Ac 4:36; 21:3 ¢ Ac 15:7 

17 After we arrived in Jerusalem, 
the brethren received us gladly. 

18 And the following day Paul 
went in with us to James, and all ®the 
elders were present. Ac 12:17 © Ac 11:30 

19 After he had greeted them, he 
Rbegan to relate one by one the things 
which God had done among the Gen- 
tiles through his ministry. Ac 14:27 

20 And when they heard it they 
began ®glorifying God; and they said 
to him, “You see, brother, how many 
thousands there are among the Jews 
of those who have believed, and they 
are all zealous for the Law; Ma 9:8 

21 and they have been told about 
you, that you are "teaching all the 
Jews who are among the Gentiles to 
forsake Moses, telling them not to cir- 
cumcise their children nor to walk ac- 
cording to the customs. Ac 21:28 

22 “What, then, is to be done? 
They will certainly hear that you have 
come. 

23 “Therefore do this that we tell 
you. We have four men who are 
under a vow; Nu 6:13-21; Ac 18:18 


ACTS 21:33 


24 take them and 8purify yourself 
along with them, and pay their ex- 
penses so that they may ®shave their 
heads; and all will know that there is 
nothing to the things which they have 
been told about you, but that you 
yourself also walk orderly, keeping 
the Law. Jo 11:55; Ac 21:26; 24:18 ¢ Ac 18:18 

25 “But concerning the Gentiles 
who have believed, we wrote, Shaving 
decided that they should abstain from 
Tmeat sacrificed to idols and from 
blood and from what is strangled and 
from fornication.” Ac 15:19f, 29 « Lit the thing 

26 Then Paul took the men, and 
the next day, purifying himself along 
with them, went into the temple giv- 
ing notice of the completion of the 
days of purification, until the sacrifice 
was offered for each one of them. 


Paul Seized in the Temple 

27 When ®the seven days were al- 
most over, 8the Jews from ®Asia, upon 
seeing him in the temple, began to stir 
up all the crowd and laid hands on 
him, Nu 6:9, 13-20 * Ac 20:19; 24:18 © Ac 16:6 

28 crying out, “Men of Israel, 
come to our aid! ®This is the man who 
preaches to all men. everywhere 
against our people and the Law and 
this place; and besides he has even 
brought Greeks into the temple and 
has defiled this holy place.” Ac 6:13 

29 For they had previously seen 
Trophimus the Ephesian in the city 
with him, and they supposed that Paul 
had brought him into the temple. 

30 Then all the city was provoked, 
and the people rushed together, and 
taking hold of Paul they ®dragged him 
out of the temple, and immediately 
the doors were shut. 2 ki 11:15; Ac 16:19; 26:21 

31 While they were seeking to kill 
him, a report came up to the *com- 
mander of the Roman cohort that all 
Jerusalem was in confusion. Ac 10:1 

32 At once he ®took along some 
soldiers and centurions and ran down 
to them; and when they saw the 'com- 
mander and the soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul. Ac 23:27 

33 Then the ’commander came up 
and took hold of him, and ordered 
him to be bound with ®two chains; 


21:31 I.e. chiliarch, in command of one thousand 
troops 
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and he began asking who he was and 
what he had done. Ac 12:6 

34 But among the crowd some 
were shouting one thing and some an- 
other, and when he could not find out 
the facts because of the uproar, he or- 
dered him to be brought into ®the bar- 
racks. Ac.19:32 ¢ Ac 21:37; 22:24; 23:10, 16, 32 

35 When he got to 8the stairs, he 
was carried by the soldiers because of 
the violence of the mob; Ac 21:40 

36 for the multitude of the people 
kept following them, shouting, 
“RAway with him!” Lk 23:18: Jo 19:15; Ac 22:22 

37 As Paul was about to be brought 
into ®the barracks, he *said to the 
Tcommander, “May I say something to 
you?” And he said, “Do you know 
Greek? Ac 21:34; 22:24; 23:10, 16, 32 ¢V 31, note 1 

38 “Then you are not 8&the Egypt- 
ian who some "time ago stirred up a 
revolt and led the four thousand men 
of the Assassins out into the wilder- 
ness?” Ac 5:36 « Lit days * Ma 24:26 

39 But Paul said, “8I am a Jew of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no in- 
significant city; and I beg you, allow 
me to speak to the people.” = Ac9.11: 22:3 

40 When he had given him per- 
mission, Paul, standing on &the stairs, 
Rmotioned to the people with his 
hand; and when there was a great 
hush, he spoke to them in the Hebrew 
dialect, saying, Ac 21:35 © Ac 12:17 


Paul’s Defense before 
the Jews 
2 “RBrethren and fathers, hear my 
defense which I now offer to 
you.” Ac 7:2 
2 And when they heard that he 
was addressing them in the "?Hebrew 
dialect, they became even more quiet; 
and he *said, Le. Jewish Aramaic ¢ Ac 21:40 
3 “RI am 8a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city, ed- 
ucated under Gamaliel, strictly ac- 
cording to the law of our fathers, 
being zealous for God just as you all 
are today. Ac 9:1-22; 22:3-16; 26:9-18 Ac 21:39 
4 “I persecuted this ?Way to the 
death, binding and putting both men 
and women into prisons, Ac 9:2 
5 as also ®the high priest and all 
the Council of the elders can testify. 
From them I also received letters to 
the brethren, and started off for Dam- 
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ascus in order to bring even those 
who were there to Jerusalem as pris- 
oners to be punished. Ac 9:1 

6 “RBut it happened that as I was 
on my way, approaching Damascus 
about noontime, a very bright light 
suddenly flashed from heaven all 
around me, Ac 22:6-11: Ac 9:3-8; 26:12-18 

7 and I fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 

8 “And I answered, ‘Who are You, 
Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am ®Je- 
sus the Nazarene, whom you are per- 
secuting.’ Ac 26:9 

9 “And those who were with me 
Rsaw the light, to be sure, but ®did not 
understand the voice of the One who 
was speaking to me. Ac 26:13 © Ac 9:7 

10 “And I said, ‘“What shall I do, 
Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Get 
up and go on into Damascus, and 
there you will be told of all that has 
been appointed for you to do.’ Ac 16:30 

11 “But since I 8could not see be- 
cause of the "brightness of that light, 
I was led by the hand by those who 
were with me and came into Damas- 
cus. Ac 9:8 ¢ Lit glory 

12 “A certain 8Ananias, a man 
who was devout by the standard of 
the Law, and well spoken of by all the 
Jews who lived there, Ac 9:10 

13 came to me, and standing near 
said to me, ‘8Brother Saul, receive 
your sight!’ And Rat that very time I 
looked up at him. Ac 9:17 Ac 9:18 

14 “And he said, ‘“The God of our 
fathers has appointed you to know 
His will and to see the 8Righteous 
One and to hear an utterance from 
His mouth. Ac 3:13 © Ac 9:15; 26:16 ® Ac 7:52 

15 ‘For you will be 8a witness for 
Him to all men of ®what you have 
seen and heard. Ac 23:11; 26:16 © Ac 22:14 

16 ‘Now why do you delay? Get up 
and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, ®calling on His name.’ Ac 7:59 

17 “It happened when I returned to 
Jerusalem and was praying in the tem- 
ple, that I ®fell into a trance, Ac 10:10 

18 and I saw Him saying to me, 
‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem 
quickly, because they will not accept 
your testimony about Me.’ 

19 “And I said, ‘Lord, they them- 
selves understand that in one syna- 
gogue after another ®I used to 
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imprison and beat those who be- 
lieved in You. — Ac 8:3; 22:4 * Ma 10:17; Ac 26:11 

20 ‘And 8when the blood of Your 
witness Stephen was being shed, I 
also was standing by approving, and 
watching out for the coats of those 
who were slaying him,’ Ac 7:58¢; 8:1; 26:10 

21 “And He said to me, ‘Go! For I 
will send you far away ®to the Gen- 
tiles.” : Ac 9:15 

22 They listened to him up to this 
statement, and then they raised their 
voices and said, “RAway with such a 
fellow from the earth, for he should 
not be allowed to live!” —ac21:36; 1 Th 2:16 

23 And as they were crying out 
and throwing off their cloaks and 
Rtossing dust into the air, Ac 7:58 «2 Sa 16:13 

24 the Fcommander ordered him 
to be brought into ®the barracks, stat- 
ing that he should be Rexamined by 
scourging so that he might find out 
the reason why they were shouting 
against him that way. = Ac 21:34 « Ac 22:29 

25 But when they stretched him 
out with thongs, Paul said to the cen- 
turion who was standing by, “Is it law- 
ful for you to scourge a man who is a 
Roman and uncondemned?” 

26 When the centurion heard this, 
he went to the commander and told 
him, saying, “What are you about to 
do? For this man is a Roman.” 

27 The commander came and said 
to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” 
And he said, “Yes.” 

28 The commander answered, “I 
acquired this citizenship with a large 
sum of money.” And Paul said, “But I 
was actually born a citizen.” 

29 Therefore those who were 
about to examine him immediately 
let go of him; and the commander 
also was afraid when he found out 
that he was a Roman, and because he 
had put him in chains. Ac 22:24 Ac 16:38 

30 But on the next day, ®wishing 
to know for certain why he had been 
accused by the Jews, he ®released him 
and ordered the chief priests and all 
Rthe ™Council to assemble, and 
brought Paul down and set him before 
them, Ac 23:28 « Ac 21:33 ® Ma 5:22 * Or Sanhedrin 


Paul before the Council 
2 Paul, looking intently at ®the 
TCouncil, said, “&Brethren, | 
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have lived my life with a perfectly 
good conscience before God up to this 
day.” Ac 22:30; 23:6, 15, 20,28 * Or Sanhedrin * Ac 22:5 

2 The high priest }Ananias com- 
manded those standing beside him to 
strike him on the mouth. Ac 24:1 

_3 Then Paul said to him, “God is 
going to strike you, you whitewashed 
wall! Do you sit to try me according to 
the Law, and in violation of the Law 
order me to be struck>” Ma 23:27 

4 But the bystanders said, “Do 
you revile God’s high priest?” 

5 And Paul said, “I was not 
aware, brethren, that he was high 
priest; for it is written, ‘SYou SHALL 
NOT SPEAK EVIL OF A RULER OF YOUR PEO- 
PLE.’” Ex 22:28 

- 6 But perceiving that one group 
were ®Sadducees and the other Phar- 
isees, Paul began crying out in the 
Council, “Brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
a son of Pharisees; I am on trial for 
the hope and resurrection of the 
dead!” Ma 3:7; 22:23 © Ac 22:30; 23:1, 15, 20, 28 

7 As he said this, there occurred 
a dissension between the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, and the assembly was 
divided. 

8 For the Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection, nor an angel, 
nor a spirit, but the Pharisees ac- 
knowledge them all. 

9 And there occurred a great up- 
roar; and some of ®the scribes of the 
Pharisaic party stood up and began to 
argue heatedly, saying, “We find 
nothing wrong with this man; ®sup- 
pose a spirit or an angel has spoken to 
him?” Mk 2:16; Lk 5:30 Ac 23:29 © Jo 12:29; Ac 22:6ff 

10 And as a great dissension was 
developing, the ‘commander was 
afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by 
them and ordered the troops to go 
down and take him away from them 
by force, and bring him into the bar- 
racks. Ac 21:34; 23:16, 32 

11 But on &the night immediately 
following, the Lord stood at his side 
and said, “8Take courage; for 8as you 
have ®solemnly witnessed’ to My 
cause at Jerusalem, so you must wit- 
ness at Rome also.” Ac 18:9 © Ma 9:2 © Ac 19:21 


22:24 I.e. chiliarch, in command of one thousand 
troops 23:10 I.e: chiliarch, in command of one 
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A Conspiracy to Kill Paul 

12 When it was day, ®the Jews 
formed a conspiracy and bound them- 
selves under an oath, saying that they 
would neither eat nor drink until they 
had killed Paul. Ac 9:23; 23:30; 1 Th 2:16 

13 There were more than forty 
who formed this plot. 

14 They came to the chief priests 
and the elders and said, “We have 
Rbound ourselves under a solemn 
oath to taste nothing until we have 
killed Paul. Ac 23:12, 21 

15 “Now therefore, you ‘and the 
Council notify the commander to 
bring him down to you, as though you 
were going to determine his case by a 
more thorough investigation; and we 
for our part are ready to slay him be- 
fore he comes near the place.” Lit with 

16 But the son of Paul’s sister 
heard of their ambush, and he came 
and entered ®the barracks and told 
Paul. Ac 21:34; 23:10, 32 

17 Paul called one of the centuri- 
ons to him and said, “Lead this young 
man to the commander, for he has 
something to report to him.” 

18 So he took him and led him to 
the commander and *said, “Paul the 
prisoner called me to him and asked 
me to lead this young man to you 
since he has something to tell you.” 

19 The commander took him by 
the hand and stepping aside, began to 
inquire of him privately, “What is it 
that you have to report to me?” 

20 And he said, “The Jews have 
agreed to ask you to bring Paul down 
tomorrow to the Council, as though 
they were going to inquire somewhat 
more thoroughly about him. © 4c23-14¢ 

21 “So do not listen to them, for 
more than forty of them are ®lying in 
wait for him who have ®bound them- 
selves under a curse not to eat or 
drink until they slay him; and now 
they are ready and waiting for the 
promise from you.” Ac 23:12, 14° Lk 11:54 

22 So the Tcommander let the 
young man go, instructing him, “Tell 
no one that you have notified me of 
these things.” 


Paul Moved to Caesarea 

23 And he called to him two of the 
centurions and said, “Get two hun- 
dred soldiers ready by the third hour 
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of the night to proceed to ®Caesarea, 
with seventy horsemen and two hun- 
dred spearmen.” Ac 8:40; 23:33 
24 They were also to provide 
mounts to put Paul on and bring him 
safely to Felix the governor. 
25 And he wrote a letter having 
this form: 
26“Claudius Lysias, to the ®most 
excellent governor Felix, ®greet- 
Ings. Lk 1:3; Ac 24:3; 26:25 © Ac 15:23 
27“When this man was arrested by 
the Jews and was about to be 
slain by them, 8I came up to 
them with the troops and res- 
cued him, having learned that 
he was a Roman. Ac 21:32f 
28“And ®wanting to ascertain the 
charge for which they were ac- 
cusing him, I brought him 
down to their Council; — Ac 22:30 
29 and I found him to be accused 
over questions about their 
Law, but Tunder no accusation 
deserving death or imprison- 
ment. Ac 18:15; 25:19 ¢ Lit having 
30“When I was Rinformed that 
there would be a plot against 
the man, I sent him to you at 
once, also instructing his ac- 
cusers to bring charges against 
him before you.” Ac 23:20f 
31 So the soldiers, in accordance 
with their orders, took Paul and 
brought him by night to Antipatris. 
32 But the next day, leaving ®the 
horsemen to go on with him, they re- 
turned to ®the barracks. ac 23:23 « Ac 23:10 
33 When these had come to 8Cae- 
sarea and delivered the letter to 8the 
governor, they also presented Paul to 
him. Ac 8:40; 23:23 ¢ Ac 23:24, 26; 24:1, 3, 10; 25:14 
34 When he had read it, he asked 
from what ®province he was, and 
when he learned that ®he was from 
Cilicia, Ac 25:1 © Ac 6:9; 21:39 
_ 35 he said, “I will give you a hear- 
ing after your Raccusers arrive also,” 
giving orders for him to be kept in 
Herod’s Praetorium. Ac 23:30: 24:19: 25:16 


Paul before Felix 
After ®five days the high priest 
Ananias came down with some 
elders, with an attorney named Ter- 


23:23 Le.9 p.m. 23:35 Le. governor's official 
residence 
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tullus, and they brought charges to 
the governor against Paul. Ac 24:11 

2 After Paul had been sum- 
moned, Tertullus began to accuse 
him, saying to the governor, 

“Since we have through you at- 
tained much peace, and since by your 
providence reforms are being carried 
out for this nation, 

3 we acknowledge this in every 
way and everywhere, ®most excellent 
Felix, with all thankfulness. Ac 23:26; 26:25 

4 “But, that I may not weary you 
any further, I beg you to grant us, by 
your kindness, a brief hearing. 

5 “For we have found this man a 


_ real pest and a fellow who stirs up dis- 


sension among all the Jews through- 
out fthe world, and a ringleader of the 
Rsect of the Nazarenes. Ac 15:5; 24:14 

6 “And he even tried to ®dese- 
crate the temple; and then we arrested 
him. [FWe wanted to judge him ac- 
cording to our own Law. Ac 21:28 

7 “But Lysias the commander 
came along, and with much violence 
took him out of our hands, 

8 ordering his accusers to come 
before you.] By examining him your- 
self concerning all these matters you 
will be able to ascertain the things of 
which we accuse him.” 

9 RThe Jews also joined in the at- 
tack, asserting that these things were 
SO. 1 Th 2:16 

10 When ®the governor had nod- 
ded for him to speak, Paul responded: 

“Knowing that for many years you 
have been a judge to this nation, I 
cheerfully make my defense, = Ac 23:24 

11 since you can take note of the 
fact that no more than ®twelve days 
ago I went up to Jerusalem to wor- 
ship Ac 21:18, 27; 24:1 

12 “Neither in the temple, nor in 
the synagogues, nor in the city itself 
did they find me carrying on a discus- 
sion with anyone or causing a riot. 

13 “RNor can they prove to you 
the charges of which they now accuse 
me Ac 25:7 

14 “But this I admit to you, that 
according to 8the Way which they call 
a sect I do serve the God of our fa- 
thers, believing everything that is in 
accordance with the Law and that is 
written in the Prophets; Ac 9:2; 24:22 

15 having a hope in God, which 
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these men cherish themselves, that 
there shall certainly be a resurrection 
of both the righteous and the wicked. 

16 “In view of this, 8I also ™do my 
best to maintain always a blameless 
conscience both before God and be- 
fore men. Ac 23:1 ¢ Lit practice myself 

17 “Now after several years I 
came to bring Falms to my nation and 
to present offerings; Ac 20:31 

18 in which they found me occu- 
pied in the temple, having been ®puri- 
fied, without any ®crowd or uproar. 
But there were some Jews from 
Asia— Ac 21:26 © Ac 24:12 © Ac 21:27 

19 who ought to have been pres- 
ent before you and to kmake accusa- 
tion, if they should have anything 
against me. Ac 23:30 

20 “Or else let these men them- 
selves tell what misdeed they found 
when I stood before the Council, 

21 other than for this one state- 
ment which ®I shouted out while 
standing among them, ‘For the resur- 
rection of the dead I am on trial be- 
fore you today.” Ac 23:6; 24:15 

22 But Felix, "having a more exact 
knowledge about ®the Way, put them 
off, saying, “When Lysias the ‘com- 
mander comes down, I will decide 
your case.” Lit knowing more accurately ¢ Ac 24:14 

23 Then he gave orders to the cen- 
turion for him to be ®kept in custody 
and yet have some freedom, and not 
to prevent any of his friends from 
ministering to him. Ac 23:35 © Ac 28:16 

24 But some days later Felix ar- 
rived with Drusilla, his wife who was 
a Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard 
him speak about ®faith in Christ 
Jesus. Lit own wife ¢ Ac 20:21 

25 But as he was discussing 
Rrighteousness, ®self-control and ®the 
judgment to come, Felix became 
frightened and said, “Go away for the 
present, and when I find time | will 
SsuMMON yOu.” Tit 2:12 « Ga 5:23; Tit 1:8; 2 Pe 1:6 

26 At the same time too, he was 
hoping that 8money would be given 
him by Paul; therefore he also used to 
send for him quite often and converse 
with him. Ac 24:17 


24:5 Lit the inhabited earth 24:6 The early mss do 
not contain the remainder of v 6, v 7, nor the first 
part of v8 24:17 Or gifts to charity 24:22 Le. 
chiliarch, in command of one thousand troops 
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27 But after two years had passed, 
Felix was succeeded by Porcius Fes- 
tus, and wishing to do the Jews a 
favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned. 


Paul before Festus _ ST Sri 
2 5iestus then, having arrived in 
the province, three days later 
went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 
2 And the chief priests and the 
leading men of the Jews brought 
charges against Paul, and they were 
urging him, Ac 24:1; 25:15 
3 requesting a ‘concession 
against ‘Paul, that he might have him 
brought to Jerusalem (at the same 
time, ®setting an ambush to kill him 
on the way). Or favor ® Lit him Ac 9:24 
4 Festus then answered that 
Paul was being kept in custody at 
RCaesarea and that he himself was 
about to leave shortly. Ac 25:16 Ac 24:23 
5 “Therefore,” he “said, “let the 
influential men among you 'go there 
with me, and if there is anything 
wrong ‘about the man, let them 'pros- 
ecute him.” Lit go down ® Lit in * Or accuse 
6 After he had spent not more 
than eight or ten days among them, 
he went down to Caesarea, and on 
the next day he took his seat on ®the 
tribunal and ordered Paul to be 
brought. Ac 8:40; 25:1, 4, 13 © Ma 27:19; Ac 25:10, 17 
7 After Paul arrived, the Jews 
who had come down from Jerusalem 
stood around him, bringing many 
and serious charges against him 
which they could not prove, Ac 24:5f 
8 while Paul said in his own de- 
fense, “I have committed no offense 
either against the Law of the Jews or 
against the temple or against Caesar.” 
9 But Festus, wishing to do the 
Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, 
“RAre you willing to go up to 
Jerusalem and stand trial before me 
on these charges?” ac 12:3: 24:27 © Ac 25:20 
10 But Paul said, “I am standing 
before Caesar’s ®tribunal, where | 
ought to be tried. I have done no 
wrong to the Jews, as you also very 
well know. Ma 27:19; Ac 25:6, 17 
11 “If, then, 1 am a wrongdoer and 
have committed anything worthy of 
death, I do not refuse to die; but if 
none of those things is true of which 
these men accuse me, no one can 
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hand me over to them. I Rappeal to 
Caesar.” Ac 25:21, 25; 26:32; 28:19 

12 Then when Festus had con- 
ferred with his council, he answered, 
“You have appealed to Caesar, to Cae- 
sar you Shall go.” 

13 Now when several days had 
elapsed, King Agrippa and Bernice 
arrived at }Caesarea and paid their 
respects to Festus. Ac 8:40; 25:1, 4, 6 

14 While they were spending 
many days there, Festus laid Paul’s 
case before the king, saying, “There is 
aman who was £left as a prisoner by 
Felix; Ac 24:27 

15 and when I was at Jerusalem, 
the chief priests and the elders of the 
Jews ®brought charges against him, 
asking for a sentence of condemna- 
tion against him. Ac 24:1; 25:2 

16 “I Ranswered them that it is not 
the custom of the Romans to hand 
over any man before the accused 
meets his accusers face to face and 
has an opportunity to make his de- 
fense against the charges. Ac 25:4f 

17 “So after they had assembled 
here, I did not delay, but on the next 
day took my seat on &the tribunal and 
ordered the man to be brought before 

ee Ma 27:19; Ac 25:6, 10 

18 “When the accusers stood up, 
they began bringing charges against 
him not of such crimes as I was ex- 
pecting, 

19 but they simply had some 
Rpoints of disagreement with him 
about their own ®religion and about a 
dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted 
to be alive. Ac 18:15; 23:29 ¢ Ac 17:22 

20 “Being at a loss how to investi- 
gate such matters, I asked whether he 
was willing to go to Jerusalem and 
there stand trial on these matters. 

21 “But when Paul appealed to be 
held in custody for 'the Emperor’s de- 
cision, I ordered him to be kept in cus- 
tody until I send him to Caesar.” 

22 Then ®Agrippa “said to Festus, 
“T also would like to hear the man my- 
self.” “Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall 
hear him.” Ac 9:15 


Paul before Agrippa 
23 So, on the next day when 
XAgrippa came together with ®Ber- 


25:21 Lit the Augustus’s (in this case Nero) 
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nice amid great pomp, and entered 
the auditorium faccompanied by the 
commanders and the prominent men 
of the city, at the command of Festus, 
Paul was brought in. Ac 25:13: 26:30 

24 Festus *said, “King Agrippa, 
and all you gentlemen here present 
with us, you see this man about whom 
Rall the ‘people of the Jews appealed to 
me, both at Jerusalem and here, 
loudly declaring that She ought not to 
live any longer. Ac 25:2, 7 © Ac 22:22 

25 “But I found that he had com- 
mitted nothing worthy of death; and 
since he himself appealed to the Em- 
peror, I decided to send him. 

26 “Yet I have nothing definite 
about him to write to my lord. There- 
fore I have brought him before you all 
and especially before you, King 
Agrippa, so that after the investiga- 
tion has taken place, I may have 
something to write. 

27 “For it seems absurd to me in 
sending a prisoner, not to indicate 
also the charges against him.” 


Paul’s Defense before Agrippa 
ola piece said to Paul, “You are 
permitted to speak for yourself.” 
Then Paul stretched out his hand and 
proceeded to make his defense: Ac9:15 

2 “In regard to all the things of 
which I am accused by the Jews, I 
consider myself fortunate, King 
Agrippa, that I am about to make my 
defense before you today; 

3 especially because you are an 
expert in all §customs and questions 
among the Jews; therefore I beg you 
to listen to me patiently. Ac 6:14; 25:19; 26:7 

4 “So then, all Jews know ®my 
manner of life from my youth up, 
which from the beginning was spent 
among my own nation and at 
Jerusalem; Ga 1:13f; Ph 3:5 

5 since they have known about 
me for a long time, if they are willing 
to testify, that I lived as a 8Pharisee 
Raccording to the strictest ®sect of our 
religion. Ac 23:6; Ph 3:5 © Ac 22:3 © Ac 15:5 

6 “And now I am standing trial 
Rfor the hope of the promise made by 
God to our fathers; Ac 24:15; 28:20 ¢ Ac 13:32 

7 the promise 8to which our 
twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly serve God night and day. 
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And for this Shope, O King, I am being 
accused by J ews. Jam 1:1 © Ac 24:15; 28:20 

8 “Why is it considered incredi- 
ble among you people ®if God does 
raise the dead? Ac 23:6 

9 “So then, I thought to myself 
that I had to do many things hostile 
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

10 “And this is just what I 8did in 
Jerusalem; not only did I lock up 
many of the Tsgaints in prisons, having 
Rreceived authority from the chief 
priests, but also when they were being 
put to death I 8cast my vote against 
them. Ac 8:3; 9:13 © Or holy ones ¢ Ac 9:1f ¢ Ac 22:20 

11 “And as I punished them often 
in all the synagogues, I tried to force 
them to blaspheme; and being furi- 
ously enraged at them, I kept pursu- 
ing them even to foreign cities. 

12 “™While so engaged as I was 
journeying to Damascus with the au- 
thority and commission of the chief 
priests, Lit In which things © Ac 26:12-18: 9:3-8; 22:6-11 

13 at midday, O King, I saw on the 
way a light from heaven, "brighter 
than the sun, shining all around me 
and those who were journeying with 
me Lit above the brightness of 

14 “And when we had Rall fallen to 
the ground, I heard a voice saying to 
me in the ?Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It 
is hard for you to kick against the 
goads,’ Ac 9:7 © Le. Jewish Aramaic ¢ Ac 21:40 

15 “And I said, ‘Who are You, 
Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting. 

16 ‘But get up and &stand on 

your feet; for this purpose I have 
appeared to you, to 8appoint you a 
Rminister and a witness not only to 
the things which you have seen, but 
also to the things in which I will ap- 
pear to you; — Eze 2:1; Da 10:11 © Ac 22:14 « Lk 1:2 

17 ®rescuing you from the Jewish 
people and from the Gentiles, to 
whom I am sending you, Je 1:8, 19 

18 to open their eyes so that they 
may turn from darkness to light and 
from the dominion of Satan to God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and an inheritance among those 
who have been sanctified by faith in 
Me,’ _ 1s35:5; 42:7, 16; Ep 5:8; Col 1:13; 1 Pe 2:9 * Ac 20:21 

19 “So, King Agrippa, I did not 


25:23 Lit andwith % 26:16-18 
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prove disobedient to the heavenly vi- 
sion, 

20 but kept declaring both &to 
those of Damascus first, and also at 
Jerusalem and then throughout all 
the region of Judea, and even to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and 
turn to God, performing deeds appro- 
priate to repentance. Ac 9:19ff © Ac 3:19 

21 “For this reason some Jews 
Rseized me in the temple and tried 8to 
put me to death. Ac 21:27, 30 ¢ Ac 21:31 

22 “So, having obtained help from 
God, I stand to this day ®testifying 
both to small and great, stating noth- 
ing but what the Prophets and Moses 
said was going to take place; Lk 16:28 

23 that the Christ was to suffer, 
and that by reason of His resurrection 
from the dead He would be the first to 
proclaim light both to the Jewish peo- 
ple and to the Gentiles.” 

24 While Paul was saying this in 
his defense, Festus *said in a loud 
voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind! 
TYour great ®learning is driving you 
mad.” Lit The many letters ¢ Jo 7:15; 2 Ti 3:15 

25 But Paul *said, “I am not out of 
my mind, ®most excellent Festus, but I 
utter words of sober truth. Ac 23:26; 24:3 

26 “For the king ®knows about 
these matters, and I speak to him also 
with confidence, since I am persuaded 
that none of these things escape his 
notice; for this has not been done ina 
corner. Ac 26:3 ¢ Le. a hidden or secret place 

27 “King Agrippa, do you believe 
the Prophets? I know that you do.” 

28 Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a 
short time you will persuade me to 
become a ®Christian.” Ac 11:26 

29 And Paul said, “TI would wish 
to God, that whether in a short or 
long time, not only you, but also all 
who hear me this day, might become 
such as I am, except for these 
Rchains.” Or I would pray to 

30 ®The king stood up and the 
governor and Bernice, and those who 
were sitting with them, Ac 25:23 

31 and when they had gone aside, 
they began talking to one another, 
saying, “This man is not doing any- 
thing worthy of death or Timprison- 
ment.” Ac 23:29 « Lit bonds 

32 And Agrippa said to Festus, 
“This man might have been set free if 
he had not appealed to Caesar.” 
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Paul Is Sent to Rome ~ 
2 When it was decided that we 
Rwould sail for Italy, they pro- 
ceeded to deliver Paul and some other 
prisoners to a centurion of the Augus- 
tan Fcohort named Julius. Ac 25:12, 25 
2 And embarking in an Adramyt- 
tian ship, which was about to sail to 
the regions along the coast of Asia, 
we put out to sea accompanied by 
RAristarchus, a ®Macedonian of 
RThessalonica. Ac 19:29 © Ac 16:9 * Ac 17:1 
3 The next day we put in at ®Si- 
don; and Julius treated Paul with con- 
sideration and allowed him to go to 
his friends and receive care. = Ma 11.21 
4 From there we put out to sea 
and sailed under the shelter of 
RCyprus because the winds were 
contrary. Ac 4:36 © Ac 27:7 
5 When we had sailed through 
the sea along the coast of ®Cilicia and 
RPamphylia, we landed at Myra in 
Lycia. Ac 6:9 ¢ Ac 13:13 
6 There the centurion found an 
RAlexandrian ship sailing for Italy, 
and he put us aboard it. Ac 28:11 
7 When we had sailed slowly for 
a good many days, and with difficulty 
had arrived off Cnidus, ®since the wind 
did not permit us to go farther, we 
sailed under the shelter of ®Crete, off 
Salmone; Ac 27:4 © Ac 2:11; 27:12f, 21: Tit 1:5, 12 
8 and with difficulty ®sailing past 
it we came to a place called Fair 
Havens, near which was the city of 
Lasea. Ac 27:13 
9 When considerable time had 
passed and the voyage was now dan- 
gerous, since even the "fast was al- 
ready over, Paul began to admonish 
them, Le 16:29-31; 23:27-29: Nu 29:7 
10 and said to them, “Men, I per- 
ceive that the voyage will certainly be 
with .damage and great loss, not only 
of the cargo and the ship, but also of 
our lives.” Ac 27:21 
11 But the centurion was more 
persuaded by the ®pilot and the "cap- 
tain of the ship than by what was 
being said by Paul. Re 18:17 © Or owner 
12 Because the harbor was not 
suitable for wintering, the majority 
reached a decision to put out to sea 


27:1 Or battalion 27:9 I.e. Day of Atonement in 
September or October, which was a dangerous time 
of year for navigation 
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from there, if somehow they could 
reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, fac- 
ing southwest and northwest, and 
spend the winter there. 

13 When a moderate south wind 
came up, supposing that they had at- 
tained their purpose, they weighed 
anchor and began 8sailing along 
Crete, close inshore. Ac 27:8 


Shipwreck 
14 But before very long there 
Rrushed down from "the land a violent 
wind, called FEuraquilo; — xk 4:37 Lit it 
15 and when the ship was caught 


_ init and could not face the wind, we 


gave way to it and let ourselves be 
driven along. 

16 Running under the shelter of a 
small island called Clauda, we were 
scarcely able to get the ship’s boat 
under control. 

17 After they had hoisted it up, 
they used ‘supporting cables in under- 
girding the ship; and fearing that they 
might 8run aground on the shallows of 
Syrtis, they let down the ‘sea anchor 
and in this way let themselves be 
driven along. Lit helps ¢ Ac 27:26, 29 « Or gear 

18 The next day as we were being 
violently storm-tossed, they began to 
Rjettison the cargo; Jon 1:5; Ac 27:38 

19 and on the third day they threw 
the ship’s tackle overboard with their 
own hands. 

20 Since neither sun nor stars ap- 
peared for many days, and no small 
storm was assailing us, from then on 
all hope of our being saved was grad- 
ually abandoned. 

21 When they had gone a long 
time without food, then Paul stood up 
in their midst and said, “Men, you 
ought to have followed my advice and 
not to have set sail from Crete and in- 
curred this damage and loss. 

22 “Yet now I urge you to ®keep 
up your courage, for there will be no 
loss of life among you, but only of the 
ship. Ac 27:25, 36 

23 “For this very night kan angel 
of the God to whom I belong and 
whom I serve stood before me, ac5:19 

24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; 
Ryou must stand before Caesar; and 
behold, God has granted you all those 
who are sailing with you.’ Ac 23:11 
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25 “Therefore, ®keep up your 
courage, men, for I believe God that 
Tit will turn out exactly as I have been 
told. Ac 27:22, 36 ¢ Lit it will be 

26 “But we must "run aground on 
a certain Risland.” Ac 27:17, 29 © Ac 28:1 

27 But when the fourteenth night 
came, as we were being driven about 
in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight 
the sailors began to surmise that they 
were approaching some land. 

28 They took soundings and 
found it to be twenty fathoms; and a 
little farther on they took another 
sounding and found it to be fifteen 
fathoms. 

29 Fearing that we might Rrun 
aground somewhere on the rocks, 
they cast four anchors from the stern 
and wished for daybreak. Ac 27:17, 26 

30 But as the sailors were trying 
to escape from the ship and had let 
down &the ship’s boat into the sea, on 
the pretense of intending to lay out 
anchors from the bow, Ac 27:16 

31 Paul said to the centurion and 
to the soldiers, “Unless these men re- 
main in the ship, you yourselves can- 
not be saved.” 

32 Then the soldiers cut away the 
Rropes of the ship’s boat and let it fall 
away. Jo 2:15 

33 Until the day was about to 
dawn, Paul was encouraging them all 
to take some food, saying, “Today is 
the fourteenth day that you have been 
constantly watching and going with- 
out eating, having taken nothing. 

34 “Therefore I encourage you to 
take some food, for this is for your 
preservation, for not a hair from the 
head of any of you will perish.” ma 10:30 

35 Having said this, he took bread 
and ®gave thanks to God in the pres- 
ence of all, and he broke it and began 
to eat. Ma 14:19 

36 All of them were encouraged 
and they themselves also took food. 

37 All of us in the ship were two 
hundred and seventy-six persons. 

38 When they had eaten enough, 
they began to lighten the ship by 
throwing out the wheat into the sea. 

39 When day came, ®they ‘could 
not recognize the land; but they did 
observe a bay with a beach, and they 


27:14 Le. a northeaster 


ACTS 27:40 


resolved to drive the ship onto it if 
they could. Ac 28:1 ¢ Lit were not recognizing 
40 And casting off the anchors, 
they left them in the sea while at the 
same time they were loosening the 
ropes of the rudders; and hoisting the 
foresail to the wind, they were head- 
ing for the beach. Ac 27:29 
4] But striking a reef where two 
seas met, they ran the vessel aground; 
and the prow stuck fast and remained 
immovable, but the stern began to be 
broken up by the force of the waves. 
42 The soldiers’ plan was to ®kill 
the prisoners, so that none of them 
would swim away and escape; ac 12:19 
43 but the centurion, wanting to 
bring Paul safely through, kept them 
from their intention, and commanded 
that those who could swim should 
jump overboard first and get to land, 
44 and the rest should follow, 
some on planks, and others on vari- 
ous things from the ship. And so it 
happened that ®they all were brought 
safely to land. Ac 27:22, 31 


Safe at Malta 
§) Saihen they had been brought 
safely through, then we found 
out that the island was called Malta. 
2 The ‘natives showed us ex- 
traordinary kindness; for because of 
the rain that had set in and because 
of the cold, they kindled a fire and 
Rreceived uS all. Lit barbarians * Ro 14:1 
r 52 But when Paul had gathered a 
y bundle of sticks and laid them on 
the fire, a viper came out "because of 
the heat and fastened itself on his 
hand. Or from the heat 
4 When &the ‘natives saw the 
creature hanging from his hand, they 
began saying to one another, “8Un- 
doubtedly this man is a murderer, and 
though he has been saved from the 
sea, justice has not allowed him to 
live.” Ac 28:2 ¢ Lit barbarians * Lk 13:2, 4 
5 However ®he shook the crea- 
ture off into the fire and suffered no 
harm. Mk 16:18 
6 But they were expecting that 
he was about to swell up or suddenly 
fall down dead. But after they had 
waited a long time and had seen noth- 
ing unusual happen to him, they 
changed their minds and ®began to 
say that he was a god. Ac 14:11 
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.g,7 Now in the neighborhood of 
ys that place were lands belonging to 
the leading man of the island, named 
Publius, who welcomed us and enter- 
tained us courteously three days. 

8 And it happened that the father 
of Publius was lying in bed afflicted 
with recurrent fever and dysentery; 
and Paul went in to see him and after 
he had prayed, he laid his hands on 
him and healed him. Ac 9:40; Jam 5:14f 

9 After this had happened, the 
rest of the people on the island who 
had diseases were coming to him and 
getting cured. 

10 They also honored us with 
many ‘marks of respect; and when we 
were Setting sail, they supplied us 
with all we needed. Lit honors 


Paul Arrives at Rome 

11 At the end of three months we 
set sail on ®an Alexandrian ship 
which had wintered at the island, and 
which had the Twin Brothers for its 
figurehead. Ac 27:6 

12 After we put in at Syracuse, we 
stayed there for three days. 

13 From there we sailed around 
and arrived at Rhegium, and a day 
later a south wind sprang up, and on 
the second day we came to Puteoli. 

14 'There we found some 
brethren, and were invited to stay 
with them for seven days; and thus we 
came to Rome. Lit Where 

15 And the ®brethren, when they 
heard about us, came from there as 
far as the Market of Appius and Three 
Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw 
them, he thanked God and took 
courage. Ac 1:15; 10:23; 11:1, 12, 29; 12:17 

16 When we entered Rome, Paul 
was Rallowed to stay by himself, with 
the soldier who was guarding him. 

17 After three days Paul called 
together those who were the lead- 
ing men of the Jews, and when 
they came together, he began saying 
to them, “Brethren, 8though I had 
done nothing against our people 
or ®the customs of our fathers, yet 
I was delivered as a prisoner from 
Jerusalem into the hands of the Ro- 
mans. Ac 13:50; 25:2 © Ac 22:5 © Ac 25:8 e Ac 6:14 

18 “And when they had Rexam- 


$28:3-6  28:7-9 
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ined me, they ®were willing to release 
me because there was no ground for 
putting me to death. Ac 22:24 ¢ Ac 26:32 

19 “But when the Jews Tobjected, I 
was forced to 8appeal to Caesar, not 
that I had any accusation against my 
nation. Lit spoke against © Ac 25:11, 21, 25; 26:32 

20 “For this reason, therefore, I re- 
quested to see you and to speak with 
you, for I am wearing this chain for 
the sake of the hope of Israel.” 

21 They said to him, “We have nei- 
ther received letters from Judea con- 
cerning you, nor have any of the 
brethren come here and reported or 
spoken anything bad about you. 

22 “But we desire to hear from 
you what your views are; for con- 
cerning this sect, it is known to us 
that it is spoken against every- 
where.” Ac 24:14 © 1 Pe 2:12; 3:16; 4:14, 16 

23 When they had set a day for 
Paul, they came to him at ®his lodging 
in large numbers; and he was ex- 
plaining to them by solemnly ®testify- 
ing about the kingdom of God and 
trying to persuade them concerning 
Jesus, from both the Law of Moses 
and from the Prophets, from morning 
until evening.  Phile 22 ¢ Lk 16:28; Ac 1:3; 23:11 

24 RSome were being persuaded 
by the things spoken, but others 
would not believe. Ac 14:4 

25 And when they did not agree 
with one another, they began leaving 
after Paul had spoken one parting 
word, “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke 
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through Isaiah the prophet to your fa- 
thers, 

26 saying, 

‘RGO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, 
“YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT 
WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; 
AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, 
BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; _ 1s6:9 
27 RFOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE 
HAS BECOME DULL, 
AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY 
SCARCELY HEAR, 
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR 
EYES; 
OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE 
WITH THEIR EYES, 
AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, 
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR 
_ HEART AND RETURN, 
AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.”” Is 6:10 

28 “Therefore let it be known to 
you that ®this salvation of God has 
been sent 8to the Gentiles; they will 
also listen.” Ps 98:3; Lk 2:30; Ac 13:26 Ac 9:15; 13:46 

29 [FWhen he had spoken these 
words, the Jews departed, having a 
great dispute among themselves.] 

30 And he stayed two full years in 
his own rented quarters and was wel- 
coming all who came to him, 

31 Rpreaching the kingdom of 
God and teaching concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ ®with all openness, 
unhindered. Ma 4:23; Ac 20:25; 28:23 «2 Ti 2:9 


28:29 Early mss do not contain this v 
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Author: All critical schools agree on the 
Pauline authorship of this foun- 
dational book. The vocabulary, 
Style, logic, and theological de- 
velopment are consistent with 
Paul’s other epistles. He wrote 
Romans in a.p. 57, near the 
end of his third missionary jour- 
ney, evidently during his three- 
month stay in Greece (Ac 
20:3-6), more specifically, in 
Corinth. The church in Rome 
was well-known (1:8), and it 
had been established for sev- 
eral years by the time of this 
letter. The believers were prob- 
ably numerous, and evidently 
they met in several places (Ro 
16:1-16). The historian Taci- 
tus even referred to the Chris- 
tians who were persecuted 
there under Nero in a.p. 64 as 
an “immense multitude,” as 
the gospel filled the gap left by 
the practically defunct polythe- 
ism of Roman religion. 


Time: CHAD Dil 


The Gospel Exalted 
Paul, a bond-servant of Christ 
Jesus, called as an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, 

2 which He &promised before- 
hand through His prophets in the 
holy Scriptures, tit 1:2 © Lx 1:70: Ro 3:21: 16:26 

3 concerning His Son, who was 
born 8of a descendant of David ac- 
cording to the flesh, Ma 1:1 © Lit seed 

4 who was declared the Son of 
God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead, according to the Spirit 
of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

_9 through whom we have re- 
ceived grace and apostleship to 
bring about the 8obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles for His name’s 
sake, Ac 1:25; Ga 1:16 ¢ Ac 6:7; Ro 16:26 


Key Verse: Ro 1:16-17 


Theme: Most scholars feel that Paul 
probably wrote this letter from 
Corinth, shortly before going to 
Jerusalem with the relief funds 
for the believers there. At this 
point in his life and ministry, 
his theology has been fully de- 
veloped through years of study 
and interaction with people as 
he preached the gospel. Ro- 
mans systematically explains 
what Christ did, why He did it, 
and what has happened as a 
result. It speaks to what we are 
as humans and how God has 
interacted with us through 
Christ. It lays out God’s plan 
for the world, clarifying what 
has happened and is still hap- 
pening in biblical history. In this 
way, Paul forces us to deal with 
all the false versions of reality 
inspired by our fallen human 
nature as opposed to God’s 
gracious, sustaining plan. 


6 among whom you also are the 
called of Jesus Christ; Jude 1; Re 17:14 

7 to all who are ®beloved of God 
in Rome, called as saints: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. — Ro 5:5¢t. 8:39 

8 First, 1 thank my God through 
Jesus Christ for you all, because your 
faith is being proclaimed throughout 
the whole world. 

9 For God, whom I serve in 
my spirit in the preaching of the 
gospel of His Son, is my witness as to 
how unceasingly I make mention of 
you, 

10 always in my prayers making 
request, if perhaps now at last by the 


1:4 Or as a result of 


| 
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will of God I may succeed in coming 
to you. Ac 18:21; Ro 15:32 

11 For I long to see you so that I 
may impart some spiritual gift to you, 
that you may be established; 

12 that is, that I may be encour- 
aged together with you while among 
you, each of us by the other’s faith, 
both yours and mine. 

13 ®I do not want you to be un- 
aware, brethren, that often I have 
planned to come to you (and have 
been prevented so far) so that I may 
obtain some fruit among you also, 
even as among the rest of the Gen- 
tiles. Ro 11:25; 1 Co 10:1; 12:1; 2 Co 1:8; 1 Th 4:13 

14 8] am Funder obligation both to 


_ Greeks and to barbarians, both to the 


wise and to the foolish. 1 Co 9:16 
15 So, for my part, I am eager to 
Rpreach the gospel to you also who 
are in Rome. Ro 15:20 
16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
17 For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed ‘from faith to 


- faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHT- 


EOUS MQ@n SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 


Unbelief and Its Consequences 
18 For 8the wrath of God is re- 
vealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men who &suppress the truth in un- 
righteousness; Ro 5:9; Ep 5:6; Col 3:6 » 2 Th 2:6f 

19 because that which is known 
about God is evident ‘within them; for 
God made it evident to them. or among 

20 For ®since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that 
they are without excuse. Mk 10:6 

21 For even though they knew 
God, they did not Fhonor Him as God 
or give thanks, but they became futile 
in their speculations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened. 

22 ®Professing to be wise, they be- 
came fools, Je 10:14; 1 Co 1:20 

23 and exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the 
form of corruptible man and of birds 
and four-footed animals and Fcrawl- 
ing creatures. 
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_ 24 Therefore God gave them over 
in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
so that their bodies would be 8dishon- 
ored among them. Ro 1:26, 28; Ep 4:19 « Ep 2:3 

25 For they exchanged the truth of 
God for 'a 8lie, and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. 
Amen. Lit the lie ¢ Is 44:20; Je 10:14; 13:25; 16:19 

26 For this reason God gave 

Y them over to ®degrading pas- 
sions; for their women exchanged the 
natural function for that which is Tun- 
natural, Ro 1:24 ¢ 1 Th 4:5 ¢ Lit against nature 

27 and in the same way also the 
men abandoned the natural function 
of the woman and burned in their de- 
sire toward one another, men with 
men committing indecent acts and re- 
ceiving in their own persons the due 
penalty of their error. 

28 And just as they did not see fit 
Tto acknowledge God any longer, 
RGod gave them over to a depraved 
mind, to do those things which are not 
proper, Lit to have God in knowledge ¢ Ro 1:24 

29 being filled with all unright- 
eousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full 
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; 
they are ®gossips, 2 Co 12:20 

30 slanderers, haters of God, inso- 
lent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of 
evil, .disobedient to parents, 

31 without understanding, un- 
trustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 

32 and although they know the or- 
dinance of God, that those who prac- 
tice such things are worthy of death, 
they not only do the same, but also 
Rgive hearty approval to those who 
practice them. — Ro 6:21 Lk 11:48; Ac 8:1; 22:20 


The Impartiality of God 
Therefore you have ®no excuse, 
everyone of you who passes judg- 
ment, for in that which 8you judge 
another, you condemn yourself; for 
you who judge practice the same 
things. Ro 1:20 2 Sa 12:5-7; Ma 7:1; Lk 6:37; Ro 14:22 
2 And we know that the judg- 
ment of God rightly falls upon those 
who practice such things. 
3 But do you suppose this, O 
man, when you pass judgment on 
those who practice such things and do 


YA WAT YH 1:18+21 1:21 Lit 
% 1:26-28 


1:14 Lit debtor 
glorify 1:23 Or reptiles 
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the same yourself, that you will es- 
cape the judgment of God? 

4 Or do you think lightly of the 
riches of His kindness and &toler- 
ance and patience, not knowing that 
the kindness of God leads you to re- 
pentance? Ro 11:22 © Ro 3:25 

5 But because of your stubborn- 
ness and unrepentant heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself in the 
day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God, 

6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PER- 
SON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 

7 to those who by perseverance 
in doing good seek for glory and 
honor and immortality, eternal life; 

8 but to those who are selfishly 
ambitious and 8do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, wrath and 
indignation. 2 Th 2:12 

9 There will be 8tribulation and 
distress for every soul of man who 
does evil, of the Jew first and also of 
the Greek, Ro 8:35 * Ac 3:26; Ro 1:16: 1 Pe 4:17 

10 but glory and honor and peace 
to everyone who does good, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 

11 For ®there is no partiality with 
God. De 10:17; Ac 10:34 

12 For all who have sinned ®with- 
out the Law will also perish ‘without 
the Law, and all who have sinned 
under the Law will be judged by the 
Law; Ac 2:23: 1 Co 9:21 © Or without law 

13 for it is not the hearers of the 
Law who are just before God, but the 
doers of the Law will be justified. 

14 For when Gentiles who do not 
have the Law do instinctively the 
things of the Law, these, not having 
the Law, are a law to themselves, 

15 in that they show &the work of 
the Law written in their hearts, their 
conscience bearing witness and their 
thoughts alternately accusing or else 
defending them, Ro 2:14, 27 

16 on the day when, according to 
my gospel, God will judge the secrets 
of men through Christ Jesus. 


The Jew Is Condemned by the 
Law 


17 But if you bear the name “Jew” 
and "rely Tupon the Law and boast in 
God, Mi 3:11; Jo 5:45; Ro 2:23; 9:4 * Or upon law 

18 and know His will and 8ap- 


1246 


prove the things that are essential, 
being instructed out of the Law, pPn1:10 

19 and are confident that you 
yourself are a guide to the blind, a 
light to those who are in darkness, 

20 a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of the immature, having in the 
Law &the embodiment of knowledge 
and of the truth, Ro 3:31; 2 Ti 1:13 

21 you, therefore, }who teach an- 
other, do you not teach yourself? You 
who ‘preach that one shall not steal, 
do you steal? Ma 23:3ff ¢ Or proclaim 

22 You who say that one should 
not commit adultery, do you commit 
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you 
Rrob temples? - Ac 19:37 

23 You who boast in the Law, 
through your breaking the Law, do you 
dishonor God? Mi 3:11; Jo 5:45; Ro 2:17; 9:4 

24 For “THE NAME OF GOD IS BLAS- 
PHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES RBECAUSE 
OF YOU,” just as it is written. 2 Pe 2:2 

25 For indeed circumcision is of 
value if you ®practice the Law; but if 
you are a transgressor of the Law, 
Ryour circumcision has become uncir- 
cumcision. Ro 2:13f, 27 © Or law ¢ Je 4:4; 9:25f 

26 ®So if the uncircumcised man 
keeps the requirements of the Law, 
will not his uncircumcision be re- 
garded as circumcision? 1 Co 7:19 

27 And he who is physically un- 
circumcised, if he keeps the Law, will 
he not judge you who though having 
the letter of the Law and circumcision 
are a transgressor of the Law? 

28 For he is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh. 

29 But ®he is a Jew who is one in- 
wardly; and circumcision is that 
which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not 
by the letter; and his praise is not 
from men, but from God. © ph3:3: Co 2:11 


All the World Guilty 

5S ect what ‘advantage has the 
Jew? Or what is the benefit of cir- 
cumcision? Lit is the advantage of the Jew 
2 Great in every respect. First of 
all, that they were entrusted with the 
Roracles of God. De 4:8; Ps 147:19: Ro 9:4 * Ac 7:38 
__ 3 What then? If some did not be- 
lieve, their unbelief will not nullify the 

faithfulness of God, will it? 
4 May it never be! Rather, let 
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God be found true, though every man 
be found a liar, as it is written, 
“RTHAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN 
YOUR WORDS, 
AND PREVAIL WHEN YOU ARE 
JUDGED.” Lk 20:16; Ro 3:6, 31 ¢ Ps 51:4 

5 But if our unrighteousness 
TRdemonstrates the righteousness of 
God, what shall we say? The God 
who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, 
is He? (Il am speaking in human 
terms.) Or commends ¢ Ro 5:8; 2 Co 6:4; 7:11 

6 May it never be! For otherwise, 
how will God judge the world? 

7 But if through my lie 8the truth 
of God abounded to His glory, }why 
am | also still being judged as a sin- 
ner? Ro 3:4 © Ro 9:19 

8 And why not say (as we are 


- sglanderously reported and as some 


claim that we say), “8Let us do evil 
that good may come”? 'Their con- 
demnation is just. Ro 6:1 * Lit Whose 
9 What then? ®Are we better 
than they? Not at all; for we have al- 
ready charged that both Jews and 
Greeks are all under Sin; Ro3:1¢ Ro 2:1-29 
10. as it is written, 
“RTHERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT 
EVEN ONE; Ps 14:1-3; 53:1-3 
11 THERE IS NONE WHO 
UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR 
Gop; 
12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, 
TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME 
USELESS; 
THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, 
THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.” 
13 “8 THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN 
GRAVE, 
WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP 
DECEIVING,” 
“RTHE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER 
THEIR LIPS”} Ps 5:9 © Ps 140:3 
14 “WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF 
CURSING AND BITTERNESS”; 
15 “RTHEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED 
BLOOD, Is 59:7f 
16 DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE 
IN THEIR PATHS, 
17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY 
HAVE NOT KNOWN.” 
18 “RTHERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD 
BEFORE THEIR EYES.” Ps 36:1 
19 Now we know that whatever 
the 8Law says, it speaks to 8those who 
are Tunder the Law, so that every 
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mouth may be closed and all the 
world may become accountable to 
God; Jo 10:34 © Ro 2:12 © Lit in * Ro 3:9 

20 because by the works of the 
Law no flesh will be justified in His 
sight; for through the Law comes the 
knowledge of sin. Ro 4:15; 5:13, 20: 7:7 


Justification by Faith 

yw 21 But now apart from the Law 
Rthe righteousness of God has 

been manifested, being witnessed by 

the Law and the Prophets, © Ro 1:17; 9:30 

22 even the ®righteousness of God 
through ®faith in Jesus Christ for Rall 
those who believe; for there is no dis- 
tinction; Ro 1:17; 9:30 © Ro 4:5 ¢ Ro 4:11, 16; 10:4 

23 for all ™have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, or sinned « Ro 3:9 

24 being justified as a gift by His 
grace through the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus; Ro 4:4f, 16; Ep 2:8 

25 whom God displayed publicly 
as a propitiation in His blood through 
faith. This was to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in the for- 
bearance of God He passed over the 
sins previously committed; 

26 for the demonstration, I say, of 
His righteousness at the present time, 
so that He would be just and the justi- 
fier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

27 Where then is boasting? It is ex- 
cluded. By ®what kind of law? Of 
works? No, but by a law of faith. Ro 9:31 

28 ‘For we maintain that a man is 
justified by faith apart from works of 
the Law. One early ms reads Therefore 

29 Or is God the God of Jews 
only? Is He not the God of Gentiles 
also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 

30 since indeed 8God 8who will 
justify the circumcised by faith and 
the uncircumcised through faith 8is 
ONe. Ro 10:12; Ga 3:20 © Ro 3:22; 4:11f, 16; Ga 3:8 © De 6:4 

31 Do we then nullify the Law 
through faith? May it never be! On the 
contrary, we establish the Law. 


Justification by Faith Evidenced 
in Old Testament 
What then shall we say that Abra- 
ham, our forefather according to 
the flesh, has found? Ro 1:3 
2 For if Abraham was justified by 


Y% 811-12) 7%) 3:21426 
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works, he has something to boast 
about, but 8not before God. 1Co 1:31 
3 For what does the Scripture 
say? “RABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT 
WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEQUS- 
NESS.” Ge 15:6; Ro 4:9, 22; Ga 3:6; Jam 2:23 
4 Now to the one who &works, 
his wage is not credited as a favor, but 
as what is due. Ro 1L:6 
y* 5 But to the one who does not 
work, but believes in Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is cred- 
ited as righteousness, Jo 6:29; Ro 3:22 
6 just as David also speaks of the 
blessing on the man to whom God 
credits righteousness apart from 
works: 

7 “RBLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE 
LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 
FORGIVEN, 

AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN 
COVERED. Ps 32:1 

8 “RBLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN 
THE LORD WILL NoT 8TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT.” — Ps 32:2 2.Co 5:19 

9 Is this blessing then on the cir- 

cumcised, or on the uncircumcised 
also? For we Say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED 
TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

10 How then was it credited? 
While he was circumcised, or uncir- 
cumcised? Not while circumcised, but 
while uncircumcised; 

11 and he received the sign of cir- 
cumcision, 8a seal of the righteous- 
ness of the faith which he had while 
uncircumcised, so that he might be 
the father of all who believe without 
being circumcised, that righteousness 
might be credited to them, Jo 3:33 

12 and the father of circumcision 
to those who not only are of the cir- 
cumcision, but who also follow in the 
Steps of the faith of our father Abra- 
ham which The had while uncircum- 
cised. Lit was in uncircumcision 

13 For ®the promise to Abraham 
or to his descendants that he would 
be heir of the world was not through 
the Law, but through the righteous- 
ness of faith. Ro 9:8; Ga 3:16, 29 © Ge 17:4-6: 22:17¢ 

14 For Rif those who are ‘of the 
Law are heirs, faith is made void and 
the promise is nullified; Ga3:18 + or of aw 

15 for the Law brings about 
wrath, but ®where there is no law, 
there also is no violation. Ro 3:20 

16 For this reason it is by faith, in 


1248 


order that it may be in accordance 
with ®grace, so that the promise will 
be guaranteed to ®all the descendants, 
not only to those who are of the Law, 
but also to 8those who are of the faith 
of Abraham, who is the father of us 
all, Ro 3:24 © Ro 4:11; 9:8; 15:8 © Ga 3:7 

17 (as it is written, “RA FATHER OF 
MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU”) in the 
presence of Him whom he believed; 
even God, ®who gives life to the dead 
and &calis into being that which does 
not exist. Ge 17:5 © Jo 5:21 © Is 48:13: 51:2 

18 In hope against hope he be- 
lieved, so that he might become £a fa- 
ther of many nations according to that 
which had been spoken, “So SHALL 
YOUR DESCENDANTS BE.” Ro 4:17 © Ge 15:5 
ye 19 Without becoming weak in 

faith he contemplated his own 
body, now as good as dead since he 
was about a hundred years old, and 
the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 

20 yet, with respect to the promise 
of God, he did not waver in unbelief 
but grew strong in faith, giving glory 
to God, Ma 9:8 

21 and ®being fully assured that 
Rwhat God had promised, He was able 
also to perform. Ro 14:5 « Ge 18:14: He 11:19 

22 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED 
TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

23 Now not for his sake only was 
it written that it was credited to him, 

24 but for our sake also, to whom it 
will be credited, as those ®who believe 
in Him who 8&raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead, Ro 10:9; 1 Pe 1:21 © Ac 2:24 

25 He who was 8delivered over 
because of our transgressions, and 
was raised because of our justifica- 
tion. Is 53:4, 5; Ro 5:6, 8; 8:32; Ga 2:20; Ep 5:2 


Results of Justification 
ely ease having been justi- 
fied by faith, }we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Ro 3:28 
2 through whom also we have 
Robtained our introduction by faith 
into this grace ®in which we stand: 
and we exult in hope of the glory of 
God. Ep 2:18; 3:12; He 10:19f; 1 Pe 3:18 © 1 Co 1521 
3 And not only this, but we also 
exult in our tribulations, Knowing that 
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tribulation brings about 8persever- 


ance; Ro 5:11; 8:23; 9:10; 2 Co 8:19 ¢ Lk 21:19 

4 and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, 
hope; Lk 21:19 © Ph 2:22; Jam 1:12 


5-and hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been 
poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

6 For while we were still ®help- 
less, Rat the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. Ro 5:8, 10° Ga 4:4 

7 For one will hardly die for a 
righteous man; 'though perhaps for 
the good man someone would dare 
even to die. Lit for 

8 But God ®demonstrates "His 
own love toward us, in that while 

we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
Ro 3:5 ¢ Jo 3:16; 15:13; Ro 8:39 

369 Much more then, having now 
been justified "’by His blood, we shall 
be saved ®from the wrath of God 
through Him. or ine Ro 3:25 « Ro 1:18; 1 Th 1:10 

10 For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, hav- 
ing been reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life. — Ro 11:28; 2 Co 5:18f; Ep 2:3; Col 1:21f 

11 And not only this, but we also 
exult in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now 
received the reconciliation. 

y* 12 Therefore, just as through 

Rone man sin entered into the 
world, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men, because all 
sinn ned— Ge 2:17; 3:6, 19; Ro 5:15-17; 1 Co 15:21f 

13 for Tuntil the Law sin was in 
the world, but 8sin is not imputed 
when there is no law.  Oruntil law e Ro 4:15 

14 Nevertheless death reigned 
from Adam until Moses, even over 
those who had not sinned ®in the like- 
ness of the offense of Adam, who is a 
Ftype of Him who was to come. Ho06:7 

15 But the free gift is not like the 
transgression. For if by the transgres- 
sion of the one 8the many died, much 
more did the grace of God and the gift 
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abound to the many. Ro 5:19 

16 The gift is not like that which 
came through the one who sinned; 
for on the one hand the judgment 
arose from one transgression result- 
ing in condemnation, but on the other 
hand the free gift arose from many 
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il erg resulting in justifica- 
tion. 
yw 17 For if by the transgression of 
the one, death reigned through 
the one, much more those who re- 
ceive the abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness will reign in 
life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

18 So then as through Rone trans- 
gression there resulted condemnation 
to all men, even so through one act of 
righteousness there resulted justifica- 
tion of life to all men. Ro 5:12, 15 

19 For as through the one man’s 
disobedience ®the many ®were made 
sinners, even so through the obedi- 
ence of the One the many will be 
made righteous. Ro 5:15, 18 © Ro 5:12; 11:32 

20 ™The Law came in so that the 
transgression would increase; but 
where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more, Or law ¢ Ro 3:20; 7:7f; Ga 3:19 

21 so that, as sin reigned in death, 
even so grace would reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Believers Are Dead to Sin, Alive 


0 GO 
RWhat shall we say then? Are we 
to ®continue in sin so that grace 
may increase? Ro 3:5 © Ro 3:8; 6:15 
2 May it never be! How shall we 
who died to sin still live in it? 

Or do you not know that all of 
us who have been ®baptized into 
RChrist Jesus have been baptized into 
His death? Ma 28:19 « Ac 2:38; 8:16; 19:5; Ga 3:27 

4 Therefore we have been 
Rburied with Him through baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the® 
glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life. Col 2:12 

5 For if we have become united 
with Him in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we shall also be ‘in the like- 
ness of His resurrection, Or with 
ier 6 knowing this, that our old self 

was crucified with Him, in order 
that our body of sin might be done 
away with, so that we would no longer 
be slaves to sin; Ep 4:22; Col 3:9 

7 for he who has died is "freed 
from sin. 1 Pe 4:1 ¢ Or acquitted 


Y% 5:8-9 3% 5:12 5:14 Or foreshadowing 
% 5:17 % 6:6-9 
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8 Now 8&if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with Him, Ro 6:4; 2 Co 4:10; 2 Ti 2:11 

9 knowing that Christ, having 
been raised from the dead, is never 
to die again; ®death no longer is mas- 
ter over Him. Ac 2:24: Ro 6:4 ¢ Re 1:18 

10 For the death that He died, He 
died to sin once for all; but the life 
that He lives, He lives to God. 

y* 11 Even so consider yourselves 
to be dead to sin, but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus. 

12 Therefore do not let sin ®reign 
in your mortal body so that you obey 
its lusts, Ro 6:14 

13 and do not go on ®presenting 
the members of your body to sin as 
Tinstruments of unrighteousness; but 
present yourselves to God as those 
alive from the dead, and your mem- 
bers as instruments of righteousness 
to God. Ro 6:16, 19; 7:5; Col 3:5 « Or weapons 

14 For sin shall not ®be master 
over you, for you are not under law 
but under grace. Ro 8:2, 12 Ro 6:12 

15 What then? ®Shall we sin be- 
cause we are not under law but under 
grace? May it never be! Ro 6:1 

16 Do you not know that when 
you present yourselves to someone as 
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of 
the one whom you obey, either of sin 
resulting in death, or of obedience re- 
sulting in righteousness? 

17 But ®&thanks be to God that 
though you were slaves of sin, you be- 
came obedient from the heart to that 
Xform of teaching to which you were 
committed, Ro 1:8; 2 Co 2:14 © 2 Ti 1:13 

18 and having been ®freed from 
sin, you became slaves of righteous- 
ness. Jo 8:32; Ro 6:22; 8:2 

19 81 am speaking in human terms 
because of the weakness of your 
flesh. For just kas you presented your 
members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness, resulting in further law- 
lessness, sO now present your mem- 
bers as slaves to righteousness, 
resulting in sanctification. Ro 3:5 Ro 613 

_ 20 For kwhen you were slaves of 
sin, you were free in regard to right- 
eousness. Ma 6:24; Ro 6:16 

21 Therefore what benefit were 
you then deriving from the things of 
which you are now ashamed? For the 
outcome of those things is death. 
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y* 22 But now having been "freed 
from sin and ®enslaved to God, 
you derive your benefit, resulting in 
sanctification, and the outcome, eter- 
nal life. Jo 8:32: Ro 6:18; 8:2 © 1 Co 7:22; 1 Pe 2:16 
23 For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Believers United to Christ 

y pes do you not know, brethren (for I 
am speaking to those who know 

the law), that the law has jurisdiction 

over a person as long as he lives? 

2 For ®the married woman is 
bound by law to her husband while he 
is living; but if her husband dies, she 
is released from the law ™concerning 
the husband. 1 Co 7:39 © Lit of 

3 So then, if while her husband 
is living she is joined to another man, 
she shall be called an adulteress; but 
if her husband dies, she is free from 
the law, so that she is not an adulter- 
ess though she is joined to another 
man. 
y= 4 Therefore, my brethren, you 

also were ®made to die 8to the 
Law through the body of Christ, so 
that you might be joined to another, 
to Him who was raised from the dead, 
in order that we might bear fruit for 
God. Ro 6:2; 7:6 © Ro 8:2; Ga 2:19: 5:18 © Col 1:22 

5 For while we were 8in the flesh, 
the sinful passions, which were 
Raroused by the Law, were at work in 
the members of our body to bear fruit 
for death. Ro 8:8f; 2 Co 10:3 © Ro 7:7f 
y* 6 But now we have been ®re- 

leased from the Law, having 
Rdied to that by which we were 
bound, so that we serve in knewness 
of the 'Spirit and not in oldness of 
the letter. Ro 7:2 © Ro 6:2 * Ro 6:4 ® Ro 2:29 

7 ®What shall we say then? Is the 
Law sin? RMay it never be! On the 
contrary, I would not have come to 
know sin except through the Law; for 
I would not have known about covet- 
ing if the Law had not said, “You 
SHALL NOT COVET,.” Ro 3:5 © Lk 20:16 

8 But sin, taking opportunity 
through the commandment, produced 
In me coveting of every kind; for apart 
from the Law sin is dead. 


Y 611E16 3% 622-23 % 7:4 76 
7:6 Or spirit 
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9 I was once alive apart from the 
Law; but when the commandment 
came, sin became alive and I died; 

10 and this commandment, which 
was Tto result in life, proved ‘to result 
in death for me; Lit to life * Lit to death 

11 for sin, taking an opportunity 
through the commandment, deceived 
me and through it killed me. 

12 ®So then, the Law is holy, and 
the commandment is holy and right- 
eous and good. Ro 7:16; 1 Ti 1:8 

13. Therefore did that which is 
good become a cause of death for me? 
RMay it never be! Rather it was sin, in 
order that it might be shown to be sin 
by effecting my death through that 


which is good, so that through the 


commandment sin would become ut- 
terly sinful. Lk 20:16 


The Conflict of Two Natures 

14 For we know that the Law is 
Rspiritual, but I am 8of flesh, sold into 
bondage to sin. 1Co3:1¢1Co3:1 

15 For what I am doing, ®I do not 
understand; for I am not practicing 
what I would like to do, but Iam doing 
the very thing I hate. Jo 15:15 

16 But if I do the very thing I do 
not want to do, I agree with the Law, 
confessing that the Law is good. 

17 So now, ®no longer am I the 
one doing it, but sin which dwells in 
me. Ro 7:20 

18 For I know that nothing good 
dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for 
the willing is present in me, but the 
doing of the good is not. Jo 3:6; Ro 7:25; 8:3 

19 For ®the good that I want, I do 
not do, but I practice the very evil that 
I do not want. Ro 7:15 

20 But if lam doing the very thing 
I do not want, I am no longer the one 
doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 
Ro 7:17 

21 I find then ®the ‘principle that 
evil is present in me, the one who 
wants to do good. Ro 7:23, 25; 8:2 © Lit law 

22 For I joyfully concur with the 
law of God in the inner man, 

23 but I see a different law in the 
members of my body, waging war 
against the law of my mind and mak- 
ing me a prisoner of ®the law of sin 
which isin my members. — Ro 7:21, 25; 8:2 

24 Wretched man that I am! Who 
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will set me free from ®the body of this 
Rdeath? Ro 6:6; Col 2:11 ¢ Ro 8:2 
25 Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the 
one hand I myself with my mind am 
serving the law of God, but on the 
other, with my flesh the law of sin. 


Deliverance from Bondage 

SQ ihenotons there is now no 
7 Rcondemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. Ro 5:16/8:34* Ro 8:9f 
_ 2 For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death. 

3 For ®what the Law could not 
do, .weak as it was through the flesh, 
God did: sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an of- 
fering for sin, He condemned sin in 
the flesh, Ac 13:39; He 10:1ff « Ro 7:18f; He 7:18 

4 so that the 8requirement of the 
Law might be fulfilled in us, who do 
not walk according to the flesh but ac- 
cording to the Spirit. Lk 1:6; Ro 2:26 

5 For those who are according to 
the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who are 
according to the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit. Ga 5:19-21 ¢ Ga 5:22-25 

6 For the mind set on the flesh is 
Rdeath, but the mind set on the Spirit 
is life and peace, Ga 6:8 © Ro 6:21; 8:13 

7 because the mind set on the 
flesh is hostile toward God; for it does 
not subject itself to the law of God, for 
it is not even able to do so, 

8 and those who are 8in the flesh 
cannot please God. Ro 7:5 

However, you are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if any- 
one does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
he does not belong to Him. 

10 ®If Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, yet the 
spirit is ‘alive because of righteous- 
hess; Jo 17:23; Ga 2:20; Ep 3:17; Col 1:27 ¢ Lit life 

11 But if the Spirit of Him who 
Rraised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies 'through His Spirit who 
dwells in you. Ac 2:24; Ro 6:4 

12 So then, brethren, we are under 


3* 8:1-11 8:11 One early ms reads because of 
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obligation, not to the flesh, to live ac- 
cording to the flesh— 

3 for if you are living according 
to the flesh, you must die; but if by the 
Spirit you are putting to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For all who are ®being led by 
the Spirit of God, these are sons 
of God. Ga 5:18 

15 For you ®have not received a 
spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adop- 
tion as sons by which we cry out, 
“Abba! Father!” 2 Ti 1:7; He 2:15 

16 The Spirit Himself ®testifies 
with our spirit that we are children of 

od, Ac 5:32 

17 and if children, heirs also, 
heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him 
so that we may also be glorified with 
Him. 20 1:5,7; Ph 3:10; Col 1:24; 2 Ti 2:12: 1 Pe 4:13 

18 For I consider that the suffer- 
ings of this present time are not wor- 
thy to be compared with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us. 

19 For the anxious longing of the 
creation waits eagerly for the reveal- 
ing of the sons of God. Ph 1:20 

20 For the creation was subjected 
to futility, not willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it, "in hope 

21 that the creation itself also will 
be set free from its slavery to corrup- 
tion into the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. 

22 For we know that the whole 
creation groans and suffers the pains 
of childbirth together until now. 

23 RAnd not only this, but also we 
ourselves, having &the first fruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves Reroan 
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for 
our adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our body. Ro 5:3 + Ro 8:16; 2 Co 1:22 © 2 Co 5:2, 4 

24 For 8in hope we have been 
saved, but hope that is seen is not 
hope; for who hopes for what he al- 
ready sees? Ro 8:20; 1 Th 5:8; Tit 3:7 

25 But 8if we hope for what we do 
not see, with perseverance we wait ea- 
gerly for it. 1Th1:3 


Our Victory in Christ 

26 In the same way the Spirit also 
helps our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we should, but 
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the Spirit Himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words; 

27 and He who searches the 
hearts knows what ®the mind of the 
Spirit is, because He intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of 
God. Ps 139:1f; Lk 16:15; Ac 1:24; Re 2:23 ¢ Ro 8:6 

28 And we know that fGod 
causes Rall things to work together 
for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His 
purpose. Ro 8:32 

29 For those whom He foreknew, 
He also predestined to become con- 
formed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the &firstborn 
among many brethren; Col 1:18; He 1:6 

30 and these whom He 8&predes- 
tined, He also called; and these 
whom He called, He also justified; 
and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified. Ro 9:23; 11:29; 1 Co 2:7; Ep 1:5, 11 

31 ®What then shall we say to 
these things? ®If God is for us, who is 
against us? Ro 3:5; 4:1 ¢ Ps 118:6; Ma 1:23 

32 He who &did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him over for us all, 
how will He not also with Him freely 
give us all things? Jo 3:16; Ro 5:8 

33 Who will bring a charge 
against ®God’s elect? God is the one 
who justifies; Lk 18:7 © Is 50:8f 

34 who is the one who 8&con- 
demns? Christ Jesus is He who died, 
yes, rather who was FRraised, who is at 
the right hand of God, who also inter- 
cedes for us. Ro 8:1 © Ro 5:6f © Ac 2:24 
y* 35 Who will separate us from 

Rthe love of FChrist? Will ®tribu- 
lation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? Ro 8:37f © Ro 2:9; 2 Co 4:8 

36 Just as it is written, 

“FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING 
PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; 
WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP 
TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 

37 But in all these things we over- 
whelmingly ®conquer through Him 
who loved us. Jo 16:33; 1 Co 15:57 

38 For Iam convinced that neither 
Rdeath, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 


% 814-18 8:20 Or in hope; because the creation 
Y 8:24-32 8:28 One early ms reads all things 
work together for good 8:34 One early ms reads 
raised from the dead %* 8:35-39 8:35 Two early 
mss read God 
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cipalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 1 Co 3:22 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Solicitude for Israel 
Iam telling the truth in Christ, 1am 
ynot lying, my conscience testifies 
with me in the Holy Spirit, 

2 that I have great sorrow and 
unceasing grief in my heart. 

3 For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed, separated from 
Christ for the sake of my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh, 

4 who are Israelites, to whom be- 
longs the adoption as sons, and the 
glory and the covenants and the giv- 
ing of the Law and &the temple serv- 
ice and the promises, He 9:1,6 

5 whose are &the fathers, and 
from whom is the Christ according to 
the flesh, who is over all, God blessed 
forever. Amen. Ac 3:13; Ro 11:28 

6 But it is not as though ®the 
word of God has failed. ®For they are 
not all Israel who are descended from 
Israel; Nu 23:19 © Jo 1:47; Ro 2:28f; Ga 6:16 

7 nor are they all children be- 
cause they are Abraham’s 'descen- 
dants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR 
DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.” __ Lit seed 

8 That is, it is not the children of 
the flesh who are ®children of God, 
but the children of the promise are re- 
garded as descendants. Ro 8:14 

9 For this is the word of promise: 
“RAT THIS TIME I WILL COME, AND SARAH 
SHALL HAVE A SON.” Ge 18:10 

10 8And not only this, but there 
was ®Rebekah also, when she had 
conceived twins by one man, our fa- 
ther Isaac; Ro 5:3 * Ge 25:21 

11 for though the twins were not 
yet born and had not done anything 
good or bad, so that ?God’s purpose 
according to His choice would ‘stand, 
not because of works but because of 
Him who calls,Ro 4:17; 8:28 © Lit remain ¢ Lit from 

12 it was said to her, “THE OLDER 
WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.” Ge 25:23 

13 Just as it is written, “8Jacos I 
LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.” Mal 1:2f 

14 ®What shall we say then? There 
is no injustice with God, is there? 
RMay it never be! Ro 3:5 © Lk 20:16 
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15 For He says to Moses, “81 wit 
HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, 
AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM 
I HAVE COMPASSION.” Ex 33:19 

16 So then it does not depend on 
the man who wills or the man who 
runs, but on God who has mercy. 

17 For the Scripture says to 
Pharaoh, “For THIS VERY PURPOSE I 
RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE My 
POWER IN YOU, AND THAT My NAME 
MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED 'THROUGHOUT 
THE WHOLE EARTH.” Ex 9:16 ¢ Lit in 

18 So then He has mercy on 
whom He desires, and He hardens 
whom He desires. 

19 You will say to me then, “8Why 
does He still find fault? For who re- 
sists His will?” Ro 3:7 

20 On the contrary, who are you, 
RO man, who Ranswers back to God? 
The thing molded will not say to the 
molder, “Why did you make me like 
this,” will it? Ro 2:1 © Job 33:13 

21 Or does not the potter have a 
right over the clay, to make from the 
same lump one vessel for honorable 
use and another for common use? 

22 ™hat if God, although willing 
to demonstrate His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with 
much ®patience vessels of wrath pre- 
pared for destruction? Lit But © Ro 2:4 

23 And He did so to make known 
Rthe riches of His glory upon ®vessels 
of mercy, which He prepared before- 
hand for glory, Ro 2:4; Ep 3:16 * Ac 9:15 * Ro 8:29f 

24 evenus, whom He also &called, 
Rnot from among Jews only, but also 
from among Gentiles. Ro 8:28 Ro 3:29 

25 As He says also in Hosea, 

“T WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE 
Not My PEOPLE, ‘My 
PEOPLE, 

AND HER WHO WAS NOT 
BELOVED, ‘BELOVED. ” 

26 “AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE 
PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO 
THEM, ‘YOU ARE Not My 
PEOPLE, 

THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED 
SONS OF THE LIVING Gop.” 

27 Isaiah cries out concerning Is- 
rael, “RTHOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE 
SONS OF ISRAEL BE 8LIKE THE SAND OF 
THE SEA, IT IS RTHE REMNANT THAT WILL 
BE SAVED; Is 10:22 ¢ Ge 22:17; Ho 1:10 * Ro 11:5 

28 FoR THE LORD WILL EXECUTE HIs 
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WORD ON THE EARTH, 'THOROUGHLY AND 
QUICKLY.” Is 10:23 © Lit finishing it 
29 And just as Isaiah foretold, 
“RUNLESS THE LORD OF SABAOTH 
HAD LEFT TO US A POSTERITY, 
WE WOULD HAVE BECOME LIKE 
SODOM, AND WOULD HAVE 
RESEMBLED GOMORRAH.” | Is 1:9 
30 RWhat shall we say then? 
That Gentiles, who did not pur- 
sue righteousness, attained righteous- 
ness, even the righteousness which is 
Thy faith; Ro 9:14 ¢ Lit out of 
31 but Israel, 3pursuing a law of 
righteousness, did not Rarrive at that 
law. Is 51:1; Ro 9:30; 10:2f, 20; 11:7 © Ga 5:4 
32 Why? Because they did not 
pursue it by faith, but as though it 
were by works. They stumbled over 
Rthe stumbling stone, Is 8:14; 1 Pe 2:6, 8 
33 just as it is written, 
“BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE 
OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF 
OFFENSE, 
AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM 
WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 


The Word of Faith Brings 

Salvation 

] Brethren, my heart’s desire and 
my prayer to God for them is for 

their salvation. 

2 For I testify about them that 
they have 8a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge. Ac 21:20 

3 For not knowing about 8God’s 
righteousness and ®seeking to estab- 
lish their own, they did not subject 
themselves to the righteousness of 
God. Ro 1:17 Is 51:1; Ro 10:2f, 20; 11:7 

4 For ®Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness to 8everyone who 
believes. Ro 7:1-4; Ga 3:24; 4:5 » Ro 3:22 

5 For Moses writes that the man 
who practices the righteousness 
which is "based on law shall live Tby 
that righteousness. Lit out of from « Lit by it 

6 But ®the righteousness Thased 
on faith speaks as follows: “RDo Not 
SAY IN YOUR HEART, ‘WHO WILL ASCEND 
INTO HEAVEN?’ (that is, to bring Christ 
down), Ro 9:30 * Lit out of, from * De 30:12 

7 Or ‘WHO WILL DESCEND INTO THE 
RaByss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead).” Lk 8:31 © He 13:20 
y* 8 But what does it say? “THE 

WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH 


1254 


AND IN YOUR HEART”’—that is, the word 
of faith which we are preaching, 

9 that if you confess with your 
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in 
your heart that }God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved; Ac 2:24 

10 for with the heart a person be- 
lieves, Tresulting in righteousness, 
and with the mouth he confesses, re- 
sulting in salvation. Lit to righteousness 

11 For the Scripture says, ““‘WHo- 
EVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE 'DIS- 
APPOINTED.” Is 28:16; Ro 9:33 © Lit put to shame 

12 For 8there is no distinction be- 
tween Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches 
for all who call on Him; Ro 3:22, 29 

13 for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” 

14 How then will they call on Him 
in whom they have not believed? How 
will they believe in Him 8whom they 
have not heard? And how will they 
hear without a preacher? Ep 2:17; 4:21 

15 How will they preach unless 
they are sent? Just as it is written, 
“RHOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO 8BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD 
THINGS!” Is 52:7 © Ro 1:15; 15:20 

16 However, they ®did not all heed 
the ™good news; for Isaiah says, 
“RLORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR RE- 
PORT?” Ro 3:3 ¢ Or gospel Is 53:1; Jo 12:38 

17 So faith comes from 8hear- 
ing, and hearing by 8the word Tof 
Christ. Ga 3:2, 5 © Col 3:16 * Or concerning Chist 

18 But I say, surely they have 
never heard, have they? Indeed they 
have; 

“THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO 
ALL THE EARTH, 
AND THEIR WORDS TO THE ENDS 
OF THE 'WORLD.” Or inhabited earth 

19 But I say, surely Israel did not 

know, did they? First Moses says, 
“RT wILL RMAKE YOU JEALOUS BY 
THAT WHICH IS NOT A NATION, 
By’A NATION WITHOUT 
UNDERSTANDING WILL I ANGER 
YOU.” De 32:21 © Ro 11:11, 14 

20 And Isaiah is very bold and 

says, 
“I WAS FOUND BY THOSE WHO DID 
NOT SEEK Meg, 
I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE 
WHO DID NOT ASK FOR MRE.” 


Y 9:30 % 10:-14 ¥ 10:17 
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21 But as for Israel He says, “RALL 
THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT 
My HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTI- 
NATE PEOPLE.” Is 65:2 


Israel Is Not Cast Away 
I say then, God has not Rrejected 
His people, has He? May it 
never be! For I too am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benj amin. 1 Sa 12:22; Je 31:37; 33:24-26 e Lk 20:1 
2 God ®has not rejected His peo- 
ple whom He foreknew. Or do you not 
know what the Scripture says in the 
passage about Elijah, how he pleads 
with God against Israel? Ps 94:14 
3 “Lord, 3THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR 
PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR 


~ ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY 


ARE SEEKING MY LIFE.” 1 Ki 19:10, 14 
4 But what is the divine response 
to him? “8] HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN 
THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED 
THE KNEE TO BAAL.” 1 Ki 19:18 
5 Inthe same way then, there has 
also come to be at the present time %a 
remnant according to God’s gracious 
choice. 2 Ki 19:4; Ro 9:27 Lit choice of grace 
6 But 8if it is by grace, it is no 
longer on the basis of works, other- 
wise grace is no longer grace. Ro 4:4 
7 What then? What 8Israel is 
seeking, it has not obtained, but those 
who were chosen obtained it, and the 
rest were hardened; Ro 9:31 
8 just as it is written, 
“GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF 
STUPOR, 
EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO 
HEAR NOT, 
DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.” 
9 And David says, 
“RLLET THEIR TABLE BECOME A 
SNARE AND A TRAP, 
AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A 
RETRIBUTION TO THEM. Ps 69:22 
10 “RLET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED 
TO SEE NOT, 
AND BEND THEIR BACKS 
FOREVER.” Ps 69:23 
11 ®I say then, they did not stum- 
ble so as to fall, did they? ®May it 
never be! But by their transgression 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, to 
make them jealous. Ro 11:1 © Lk 20:16 
12 Now if their transgression is 
riches for the world and their failure 
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is riches for the Gentiles, how much 
more will their ®fulfillment be! 

13. But I am speaking to you who 
are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as ®I am 
an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my 
ministry, Ac 9:15 
_ 14 if somehow I might ®move to 
jealousy my ‘fellow countrymen and 
save some of them. Ro 11:11 

15 For if their rejection is the ®rec- 
onciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance be but 8life from the 
dead? Ro 5:11 © Lk 15:24, 32 
y* 16 If the first piece of dough is 

holy, the lump is also; and if the 
root is holy, the branches are too. 

17 But if some of the branches 
were broken off, and you, being a wild 
olive, were grafted in among them 
and became partaker with them of the 
rich root of the olive tree, 

18 do not be arrogant toward the 
branches; but if you are arrogant, re- 
member that Rit is not: you who sup- 
ports the root, but the root supports 
you Jo 4:22 

19 RYou will say then, “Branches 
were broken off so that I might be 
grafted in.” Ro 9:19 

20 Quite right, they were broken 
off for their unbelief, but you ®stand 
by your faith. Do not be conceited, but 
fear; Ro 5:2; 1 Co 10:12; 2 Co 1:24 

21 for if God did not spare the nat- 
ural branches, He will not spare you, 
either. 

22 Behold then the kindness and 
severity of God; to those who fell, 
severity, but to you, God’s ®kindness, 
if you continue in His kindness; oth- 
erwise you also will be cut off. — Ro 2:4 

23 And they also, ®if they do not 
continue in their unbelief, will be 
grafted in, for God is able to graft 
them in again. 2. Co 3:16 

24 For if you were cut off from 
what is by nature a wild olive tree, 
and were grafted contrary to nature 
into a cultivated olive tree, how much 
more will these who are the natural 
branches be grafted into their own 
olive tree? 

25 For 81 do not want you, 
brethren, to be uninformed of this 
mystery—so that you will not be 
Rwise in your own estimation—that a 
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partial Shardening has happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in; Ro 1:13 © Ro 12:16 ¢ Ro 11:7 

26 and so all Israel will be saved; 

just as it is written, 
“RTHE DELIVERER WILL COME 
FROM ZION, 
HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS 
FROM JACOB.” Is 59:20 
27 “Tus 1s My COVENANT WITH 
THEM, 
WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 

28 From the standpoint of the 
gospel they are enemies for your 
sake, but from the standpoint of God’s 
choice they are beloved for 8the sake 
of the fathers; De 7:8; 10:15; Ro 9:5 

29 for the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. He 7:21 

30 For just as you once were dis- 
obedient to God, but now have been 
shown mercy because of their disobe- 
dience, 

31 so these also now have been 
disobedient, that because of the 
mercy shown to you they also may 
now be shown mercy. 

32 For 8God has shut up all in dis- 
Obedience so that He may show 
mercy to all. Ro 3:9; Ga 3:22f 
yw 33 Oh, the depth of 8the riches 

both of the }wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God! How unsearchable are 
His judgments and unfathomable His 
ways! Ro 2:4; Ep 3:8 © Ep 3:10; Col 2:3 

34 For }WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND 
OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIs COUN- 
SELOR? Is 40:13f; 1 Co 2:16 

35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM 
TTHAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM 
AGAIN? Job 35:7; 41:11 © Lit and it will be paid back 

36 For from Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things. To Him be 
the glory forever. Amen. 


Dedicated Service 
yr] opt bene iste RT urge you, 
brethren, by the mercies of 
God, to 8present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of wor- 
ship. 1 Co 1:10; 2 Co 10:1-4; Ep 4:1; 1 Pe 2:11 
2 And do not ®be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you 
May prove what the will of God is, 
that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 1 Pe 1:14 © Ma 13:22; Ga 1:4; 1 Jo 2:15 
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3 For through the grace given to 
me I say to everyone among you not 
to think more highly of himself than 
he ought to think; but to think so as to 
have sound judgment, as God has al- 
lotted to each a measure of faith. 

4 For 8just as we have many 
members in one body and all the 
members do not have the same func- 
tion, 1 Co 12:12-14; Ep 4:4, 16 

5 so we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually mem- 
bers one of another. 1 Co 10:17, 33 

6 Since we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, 
each of us is to exercise them accord- 
ingly: if Sprophecy, according to the 
proportion of his faith; Ac 13:1; 1 Co 12:10 

7 if service, in his serving; or he 
who teaches, in his teaching; 

8 or he who ®exhorts, in his ex- 
hortation; he who gives, with F8liber- 
ality; he who leads, with diligence; 
he who shows mercy, with cheerful- 
ness. Ac 4:36; 11:23; 13:15 ¢ 2 Co 8:2; 9:11, 13 

9 Let ®love be without hypocrisy. 
RAbhor what is evil; cling to what is 
good. 2 Co 6:6; 1 Ti 1:5 ° 1 Th 5:21f 

10 Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love; give preference to one 
another Rin honor; — Ro 13:7; Ph 2:3: 1 Pe 2:17 

11 not lagging behind in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 

12 rejoicing in hope, persevering 
in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 

13 contributing to the needs of the 
saints, practicing hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute 
Fyou; bless and do not curse. 

15 Rejoice with those who re- 

joice, and weep with those who 
weep. Job 30:25; He 13:3 
16 ®Be of the same mind toward 
one another; do not be haughty in 
mind, but associate with the lowly. 
Do not be wise in your own estima- 
tion. Ro 15:5; 2 Co 13:11; Ph 2:2; 4:2; 1 Pe 3:8 

17 ®Never pay back evil for evil to 
anyone. Respect what is right in the 
sight of all men. Pr 20:22; 24:29; Ro 12:19 
Oe 18 If possible, ®so far as it de- 

pends on you, ®be at peace with 
all men. Ro 1:15 * Mk 9:50; Ro 14:19 
19 Never take your own revenge, 
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beloved, but leave room for the wrath 
of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS 
MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord. 

20 “BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, 
FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM 
A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP 
BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.” 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 


Be Subject to Government 
oe oS here person is to be in sub- 

4& Vijection to the governing au- 
thorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those which 
exist are established by God. 

2 Therefore ‘whoever resists au- 
thority has opposed the ordinance of 
God; and they who have opposed will 
receive condemnation upon them- 
selves. Lit he who 

3 For 8rulers are not a cause of 
fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do 
you want to have no fear of authority? 
Do what is good and you will have 
praise from the same; 1 Pe 2:14 

4 for it is a minister of God to you 
for good. But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword 
for nothing; for it is a minister of God, 
an Ravenger who brings wrath on the 
one who practices evil. 1Th 4:6 

5 Therefore it is necessary to be 
in subjection, not only because of 
wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 

6 For because of this you also 
pay taxes, for rulers are servants of 
God, devoting themselves to this very 
thing. 

7 Render to all what is due them: 
tax to whom tax is due; ®custom to 
whom custom; fear to whom fear; 
honor to whom honor. Ma 17:25 
yw 8 Owe nothing to anyone except 

to love one another; for he who 
loves This neighbor has fulfilled the 
law. Lit the other 

9 For this, ““YouU SHALL NOT COM- 
MIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, 
YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT 
covet,” and if there is any other com- 
mandment, it is summed up in this 
saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGH- 
BOR AS YOURSELF.” Ex 20:13ff; De 5:17ff 

10 Love ‘does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfill- 
ment of the law. Lit works no evil 

11 Do this, knowing the time, that 
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it is already the hour for you to 
Rawaken from sleep; for now salva- 
tion is nearer to us than when we be- 
lieved. Mk 13:37; 1 Co 15:34; Ep 5:14; 1 Th 5:6 

12 ®The night is almost gone, and 
the day is near. Therefore let us lay 
aside the deeds of darkness and put 
on the armor of light. Ep 5:11 

13 Let us behave properly as in 
the day, not in carousing and drunk- 
enness, not in sexual promiscuity and 
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 

14 But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh in regard to its lusts. 


Principles of Conscience 
Now accept the one who is 
weak in faith, but not for the 
purpose of passing judgment on his 
opinions. Ac 28:2: Ro 11:15; 14:3; 15:7 

2 ROne person has faith that he 
may eat all things, but he who is weak 
eats vegetables only. Ro 14:14 

3 The one who eats is not to ®re- 
gard with contempt the one who does 
not eat, and the one who does not eat 
is not to judge the one who eats, for 
God has accepted him. Lk 18:9; Ro 14:10 

4 RWho are you to judge the 'ser- 
vant of another? To his own ‘master 
he stands or falls; and he will stand, 
for the Lord is able to make him 
stand. Ro 9:20: Jam 4:12 * Or house-servant ¢ Lit lord 

5 ROne person ‘regards one day 
above another, another regards every 
day alike. Each person must be fully 
convinced in his own mind. Ga 4:10 

6 He who observes the day, ob- 
serves it for the Lord, and he who 
eats, ‘does so for the Lord, for he 
gives thanks to God; and he who eats 
not, for the Lord he does not eat, and 
gives thanks to God. Lit eats 

7 For not one of us ®lives for 
himself, and not one dies for 
himself; Ro 8:38f; 2 Co 5:15; Ga 2:20; Ph 1:20f 

8 for if we live, we live for the 
Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; 
therefore whether we live or die, we 
are the Lord’s. 

9 For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that He might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living. 

10 But you, why do you judge your 


¥% 131-5 %% 13:8-14 13:11 Or our salvation is 
nearer than when 3 14:7-19 


ROMANS 14:11 


brother? Or you again, why do you 
regard your brother with contempt? 
For we will all stand before the judg- 
ment seat of God. Lk 18:9; Ro 14:3 

11 For it is written, 

“RAS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, 
REVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO 
ME, 

AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE 
PRAISE TO GOD.” Is 45:23 « Ph 2:10f 

12 So then each one of us will give 
an account of himself to God. 

13 Therefore let us not judge one 
another anymore, but rather deter- 
mine this—not to put an obstacle or a 
stumbling block in a brother’s way. 

14 I Know and am convinced Tin 
the Lord Jesus that ®nothing is un- 
clean in itself; but to him who &thinks 
anything to be unclean, to him it is un- 
clean. Lit through « Ac 10:15; Ro 14:2, 20° 1 Co 8:7 

15 For if because of food your 
brother is hurt, you are no longer 
Rwalking according to love. Do not 
destroy with your food him for whom 
Christ died. Ep 5:2 © Ro 14:20; 1 Co 8:11 

16 Therefore 8do not let what is 
for you a good thing be "spoken of as 
evil; 1 Co 10:30; Tit 2:5 © Lit blasphemed 

17 for the kingdom of God Ris not 
eating and drinking, but righteous- 
ness and ®peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. 1 Co 8:8 Ro 15:13: Ga 5:22 © Ro 15:13: Ga 5:22 

18 For he who in this way serves 
Christ is acceptable to God and ap- 
proved by men. 2 Co 8:21; Ph 4:8; 1 Pe 2:12 

19 So then fwe pursue the things 
which make for peace and the 8build- 
ing up of one another. 

20 8Do not tear down the work of 
God for the sake of food. All things in- 
deed are clean, but they are evil for 
the man who eats and gives offense. 

21 It is good not to eat meat or to 
drink wine, or to do anything by 
which your brother stumbles. 1c 8-13 

22 The faith which you have, have 
as your Own conviction before God. 
Happy is he who 8does not condemn 
himself in what he approves. © 1403-21 

23 But he who doubts is con- 
demned if he eats, because his eating 
is not from faith; and whatever is not 
from faith is sin. Ro 14:5 


Self-denial on Behalf of Others 


Oe La are we who are strong 
ought to bear the weak- 
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nesses of those without strength and 
not just please ourselves. ( 
Each of us is to 8please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edifica- 
tion. 1 Co 9:22; 10:24, 33; 2 Co 13:9 
wy 3. For even ®Christ did not please 
Himself; but as it is written, “THE 
REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED 
YOU FELL ON ME.” 2 Co 8:9 

4 For whatever was written in 
earlier times was written for our in- 
struction, so that through persever- 
ance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. 

5 Now may the God Twho gives 
perseverance and encouragement 
grant you ®to be of the same mind 
with one another according to Christ 
Jesus, 2 Co 1:3 Lit of perseverance ¢ Ro 12:16 

6 so that with one accord you 
may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

7 Therefore, accept one another, 
just as Christ also accepted Tus to the 
glory of God. Ro 14:1 One early ms reads you 

8 For I say that Christ has be- 
come a servant to ®the circumcision 
on behalf of the truth of God to con- 
firm the promises given to the fa- 
thers, Ma 15:24; Ac 3:26 © Ro 4:16; 2 Co 1:20 

9 and for ®the Gentiles to ®glorify 
God for His mercy; as it is written, 

“THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE 
TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, 
AND I WILL SING TO YOUR 
NAME.” Ro 3:29; 11:30f © Ma 9:8 
10 Again he says, 
“RREJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH His 
PEOPLE.” De 32:43 
11 And again, 
“RPRAISE THE LORD ALL YOU 
GENTILES, 
AND LET ALL THE PEOPLES 
PRAISE HIM.” 
12 Again Isaiah says, 
“RTHERE SHALL COME 8THE ROOT 
OF JESSE, 
AND HE WHO ARISES TO RULE 
OVER THE GENTILES, 
RIN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES 
HOPE.” Is 11:10 © Re 5:5; 22:16 © Ma 12:21 
13 Now may the God of hope fill 
Y you with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving, so that you will abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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14 And concerning you, my 
brethren, I myself also am convinced 


_ that you yourselves are full of good- 


ness, filled with all knowledge and 
able also to admonish one another. 
15 But I have written very boldly 
to you on some points so as to remind 
you again, because of the grace that 
was given me from God, Ro 12:3 
16 to be 8a minister of Christ 
Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a 
priest the ®gospel of God, so that my 
offering of the Gentiles may become 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. Ac 9:15; Ro 11:13 ¢ Ro 1:1; 15:19, 20 
17 Therefore in Christ Jesus I 


have found reason for boasting in 


Rthings pertaining to God. —— He 2:17; 5:1 
18 For I will not presume to speak 
of anything except what Christ has 
accomplished through me, "resulting 
in the obedience of the Gentiles by 
word and deed, Lit to the obedience 
19 in the power of signs and 
wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so 
that from Jerusalem and round about 
as far as Illyricum I have fully 
preached the gospel of Christ. Jo 4:48 
20 And thus I aspired to preach 
the gospel, not where Christ was al- 
ready named, so that I would not build 

on another man’s foundation; 

21 but as it is written, 
“RTHEY WHO HAD NO NEWS OF 
HIM SHALL SEE, 

AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD 
SHALL UNDERSTAND.” Is 52:15 
22 For this reason I have often 
been prevented from coming to 


Ou; 

23 but now, with no further place 
for me in these regions, and since I 
Rhave had for many years a longing 
to come to you Ac 19:21; Ro 1:10f; 15:29, 32 

24 whenever I ®go to Spain—for I 
hope to see you in passing, and to be 
Rhelped on my way there by you, 
when I have first .enjoyed your com- 
pany for a while— Ro 15:28 ¢ Ac 15:3 ¢ Ro 1:12 

25 but now, ®I am going to 
Jerusalem serving the saints. ac 19:21 
y* 26 For Macedonia and ®Achaia 

have been pleased to make a 
contribution for the poor among the 
saints in Jerusalem. Ac 18:12; 19:21 

27 Yes, they were pleased to do so, 
and they are indebted to them. For if 
the Gentiles have shared in their spir- 
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itual things, they are indebted to min- 
ister to them also in material things. 

__ 28 Therefore, when I have fin- 
ished this, and Shave put my seal on 
this fruit of theirs, I will 8g0 on by way 
of you to Spain. Jo 3:33 

29 I know that when 8I come to 
you, I will come in the fullness of the 
blessing of Christ. Ac 19:21; Ro 1:10f; 15:23, 32 

30 Now I urge you, brethren, by 
our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love 
of the Spirit, to strive together with 
me in your prayers to God for me, 

31 that I may be rescued from 
those who are disobedient in Judea, 
and that my service for Jerusalem 
may prove acceptable to the saints; 

32 so that 3] may come to you in 
joy by the will of God and find re- 
freshing rest in your company. Ro 15:23 

33. Now the God of peace be with 
you all. Amen 


Greetings and Love Expressed 
I kcommend to you our sister 
Phoebe, who is a servant of the 
church which is at Cenchrea; 203.1 

2 that you Rreceive her in the 
Lord in a manner worthy of the 
saints, and that you help her in what- 
ever matter she may have need of you; 
for she herself has also been a helper 
of many, and of myself as well. Pn2:29 
ye 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my 

fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 

4 who for my life risked their 
own necks, to whom not only do I 
give thanks, but also all the churches 
of the Gentiles; 

5 also greet ®the church that is in 
their house. Greet Epaenetus, my 
beloved, who is the first convert to 
Christ from Asia. 1 Co 16:19; Col 4:15; Phile 2 

6 Greet Mary, who has worked 
hard for you. 

7 Greet Andronicus and Junias, 
my ®kinsmen and my ®fellow prison- 
ers, who are outstanding among the 
apostles, who also were in Christ be- 
fore me. Ro 9:3; 16:11, 21 ° Col 4:10; Phile 23 

8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in 
the Lord. 

9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow 
worker 8in Christ, and Stachys my 
beloved. Ro 8:11ff; 16:3, 7, 10; 2 Co 5:17; 12:2; Ga 1:22 

10 Greet Apelles, the approved in 
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Christ. Greet those who are of the 
household of Aristobulus. 

11 Greet Herodion, my ®kinsman. 
Greet those of the household of Nar- 
cissus, who are in the Lord. Ro9:3; 16:7,21 

12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, 
workers in the Lord. Greet Persis the 
beloved, who has worked hard in the 
Lord. 

13 Greet Rufus, a choice man in 
the Lord, also his mother and mine. 

14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, 
Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the 
brethren with them. 

15 Greet Philologus and Julia, 
Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, 
and all 8the ‘saints who are with 
them. Ro 16:2, 14 eV 2, note 1 

16 Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet 
you. 1 Co 16:20; 2 Co 13:12; 1 Th 5:26; 1 Pe 5:14 

17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep 
your eye on those who cause dissen- 
sions and hindrances 8contrary to the 
teaching which you learned, and turn 
away from them. 1 Ti 1:3; 6:3 

18 For such men are ®slaves, not 
of our Lord Christ but of their own ap- 
petites; and by their smooth and flat- 
tering speech they deceive the hearts 
of the unsuspecting. Ro 14:18 

19 For the report of your obedi- 
ence "has reached to all; therefore I 
am rejoicing over you, but I want you 
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to be wise in what is good and inno- 

cent in what is evil. Ro 1:8 
20 ®The God of peace will soon 
crush ®Satan under your feet. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus be 
with you. Ro 15:33 ¢ Ma 4:10 

21 Timothy my fellow worker 
greets you, and so do Lucius and 
Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen. 

22 I, Tertius, who write this letter, 
greet you in the Lord. 

23 Gaius, host to me and to the 
whole church, greets you. Erastus, the 
city treasurer greets you, and Quar- 
tus, the brother. [Ac 19:29; 20:4]; 1 Co 1:14 

24 [FThe grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen.] 

25 RNow to Him who is able to es- 
tablish you Raccording to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to the revelation of the mys- 
tery which has been kept secret for 
long ages past, Ep 3:20; Jude 24 Ro 2:16 

26 but now is manifested, and by 
Rthe Scriptures of the prophets, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the 
eternal God, has been made known to 
all the nations, leading to }obedience 
of faith; Ro 1:2 © Ro 1:5 

27 to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, ®be the glory forever. 
Amen. Ro 11:36 
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Author: Pauline authorship of 1 Co- 
rinthians is almost universally 
accepted. Instances of this 
widely-held belief can be 
found as early as a.p. 95, 
when Clement of Rome wrote 
to the Corinthian church and 
cited this epistle in regard to 
the continuing problem of fac- 
tions among themselves. Paul 
taught the Word of God in 
Corinth for eighteen months in 
A.D. 51 and 52, leaving Apol- 
los to preach and teach in his 
absence. When Paul was in 
Ephesus during his third mis- 
sionary journey, he became 
disturbed by reports of discord 
in the church of Corinth. First 
Corinthians is a record of 
Paul’s initial response to these 
problems. 


Time: C. A.D. 56 
Key Verse: 1 Co 1:10 


Appeal to Unity 

Paul, ®called as an apostle of Jesus 
Christ by the will of God, and Sos- 
thenes our ®brother, Rol * Ac 1:15 
2 To 8the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to those who have been 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling, with all who in every place 
call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and ours: — 10 10:32 
3 Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ro 1:7 
4 I thank my God always con- 
cerning you for the grace of God 
which was given you in Christ Jesus, 
5 that in everything you were 
Renriched in Him, in all §speech and 
all knowledge, 2. Co 9:11 © Ro 15:14; 2 Co 8:7 
6 even as the testimony concern- 

ing Christ was confirmed in you, 


Theme: The basic theme of this epis- 
tle is the application of Chris- 
tian principles to carnality in 
the individual as well as in the 
church. Paul is responding to 
a letter he received from the 
Corinthians concerning five 
behavioral problems that are 
Causing dissension in one way 
or another: 1. Divisions in the 
church; 2. A case of incest; 
3. Court cases between mem- 
bers; 4. The abuse of Christ- 
ian “freedom”; 5. The chaos 
occurring in connection with 
celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. Paul’s ethical responses 
to the various behaviors of the 
Corinthian church are based 
on a theological understand- 
ing of what it means to be a 
part of the people of God ina 
complex multi-cultural, pagan 
environment. 


ph 7 so that you are not lacking in 
YH any gift, awaiting eagerly the rev- 
elation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

8 who will also confirm you to 
the end, blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 God is faithful, through 
whom you were ®called into ®fel- 
lowship with His Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Ro 8:28 ¢ 1 Jo 1:3 
10 Now &I exhort you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all agree and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be 
made complete in the same mind and 
in the same judgment. Ro 12:1 
11 For I have been informed con- 
cerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s 
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people, that there are quarrels among 
you. 
12 Now] mean this, that each one 
of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I 
of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I 
of Christ.” 

13 Has Christ been divided? Paul 
was not crucified for you, was he? Or 
were you ®baptized ‘in the name of 
Paul? Ma 28:19; Ac 2:38 ¢ Lit into 

14 FI thank God that I 8baptized 
none of you except Crispus and 
RGaius, Ac 18:8 © Ac 18:8 ® Ro 16:23 

15 so that no one would say you 
were baptized Tin my name. Lit into 

16 Now I did baptize also the 
Rhousehold of Stephanas; beyond 
that, I do not know whether I baptized 
any other. 1 Co 16:15, 17 

17 ®For Christ did not send me to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel, not 
in cleverness of speech, so that the 
cross of Christ would not be made 
VOId. Jo 4:2; Ac 10:48 © 1 Co 2:1, 4, 13; 2 Co 10:10; 11:6 


The Wisdom of God 
18 For the word of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perish- 
ing, but to us who are being saved it is 
Rthe power of God. Ro 1:16; 1 Co 1:24 

19 For it is written, 

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF 
THE WISE, 
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE 
CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 

20 RWhere is the wise man? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God 
Rmade foolish the wisdom of the 
world? Job 12:17; Is 19:11f; 33:18 © Ro 1:20ff 
21 For since in the wisdom of God 
Rthe world through its wisdom did not 
come to know God, God was well- 
pleased through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who 
believe. Jo 12:31; 1 Co 1:27f; 6:2; 11:32: Jam 4:4 
22 For indeed ®Jews ask for signs 
and Greeks search for wisdom; Ma 12:38 
23 but we preach FChrist cruci- 
fied, to Jews a stumbling block and 
to Gentiles foolishness, Lk 2:34; 1 Pe 
24 but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and &8the wisdom of 
God. Ro 1:16; 1 Co 1:18 * Lk 11:49; 1 Co 1:30 
25 Because the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and ®the 
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weakness of God is stronger than 
men. 1 Co 1:18, 21, 23; 2:14; 4:10 ¢ 2 Co 13:4 
> 26 For consider your calling, 
brethren, that there were not 
many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble; Ro 11:29 
27 but RGod has chosen the fool- 
ish things of 8the world to shame the 
wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to shame the 
things which are strong, Jam 2:5 « 1 Co 1:20 
28 and the base things of the 
world and the despised God has cho- 
sen, the things that are not, so that He 
may nullify the things that are, 
29 so that 8no ™man may boast be- 
fore God. Ep 2:9 « Lit flesh 
30 But by His doing you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wis- 
dom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, 
31 so that, just as it is written, 
“RLET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE 
LORD.” Je 9:23f; 2 Co 10:17 


Paul’s Reliance upon the Spirit 
And when I came to you, 
yw brethren, I did not come with 
superiority of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you ®the Ftestimony of 
God. 1 Co 1:17; 2:4, 13 © 1 Co 2:7 

2 For I determined to know noth- 
ing among you except ®Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified. 1 Co 1:23; Ga 6:14 

3 I was with you in weakness 
and in fear and in much trembling, 

4 and my ‘message and my 
preaching were not in persuasive 
words of wisdom, but in demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power, ‘Lit word 

5 so that your faith would not 
Trest on the wisdom of men, but on 
Rthe power of God. Lit be © 2.Co 4:7: 6:7: 12:9 
oy 6 Yet we do speak wisdom 

among those who are kmature; a 
wisdom, however, not of ®this age nor 
of the rulers of this age, who are pass- 
ing away; Ep 4:13; Ph 3:15; He 5:14; 6:1 

7 but we speak God’s wisdom in 
a mystery, the hidden wisdom which 
God ®predestined before the ages to 
our glory; Ro 11:25; 16:25f; 1 Co 2:1 ¢ Ro 8:29f 

8 the wisdom which none of the 
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rulers of this age has understood; for 
if they had understood it they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory; 
9 but just as it is written, 
“THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT 
SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT 
HEARD, 
AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED 
THE HEART OF MAN, 
ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED 
FOR THOSE WHO LOVE Him.” 

10 F8For to us God revealed them 
through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches all things, even the depths of 
God. Ma 11:25; 13:11; 16:17; Ga 1:12; Ep 3:3, 5 

11 For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the &spirit 
of the man which is in him? Even so 
the thoughts of God no one knows 
except the Spirit of God. Pr 20:27 

12 Now we khave received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the 
things freely given to us by God, Ro 8:15 

13 which things we also speak, 
Rnot in words taught by human wis- 
dom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with 
spiritual words. 1 Co 1:17; 2:1, 4 

14 Buta natural man ®does not ac- 
cept the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him; and 
he cannot understand them, because 
they are spiritually appraised. Jo 14:17 

15 But he who is &spiritual ap- 
praises all things, yet he himself is ap- 
praised by no one. 1 Co 3:1; 14:37; Ga 6:1 

16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND 
OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT 
Him? But we have the mind of Christ. 


Foundations for Living 
And J, brethren, could not 
y~ speak to you as to &spiritual 
men, but as to men of flesh, as to in- 
fants in Christ. 1 Co 2:15; 14:37; Ga 6:1 
2 I gave you ®milk to drink, not 
solid food; for you were not yet able 
to receive it. Indeed, even now you 
are not yet able, He 5:12f; 1 Pe 2:2 © Jo 16:12 
3 for you are still fleshly. For 
since there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not fleshly, and 
are you not walking like mere men? 
4 For when 8one says, “I am of 
Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” 
are you not mere kmen? 10 1:12*1Co03:3 
5 What then is Apollos? And 
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what is Paul? Servants through whom 
you believed, even as the Lord gave 
opportunity to each one. 

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God was causing the growth. 

y* 7 So then neither the one who 

plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but. God who causes the 
growth. 

8 Now he who plants and he who 
waters are one; but each will receive 
his own ‘reward according to his own 
labor. 1 Co 3:14; 4:5; 9:17; Ga 6:4 ¢ Or wages 

9 For we are God’s ®fellow work- 
ers; you are God’s "field, God’s build- 
Ing. Mk 16:20; 2 Co 6:1 ¢ Is 61:3; Ma 15:13 

10 According to 8the grace of God 
which was given to me, like a wise 
master builder 81 laid a foundation, 
and another is building on it. But each 
man must be careful how he builds on 
it. Ro 12:3; 1 Co 15:10 Ro 15:20; 1 Co 3:1lf 

11 For no man can lay a founda- 
tion other than the one which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, 'precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, Or costly 

13 Reach man’s work will become 
evident; for the day will show it be- 
cause it is to be revealed with fire, and 
the fire itself will test the quality of 
each man’s work. 1Co 4:5 

14 If any man’s work which he 
has built on it remains, he will 
Rreceive a reward. 1 Co 3:8; 4:5; 9:17; Ga 6:4 

15 If any man’s work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through fire. 

16 Do you not know that you are 
a temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? Ro 6:16 

17 If any man destroys the 'tem- 
ple of God, God will destroy him, for 
the temple of God is holy, and ‘that is 
what you are. Or sanctuary * Lit who you are 
wv 18 ®Let no man deceive himself. 

RIf any man among you thinks 
that he is wise in this age, he must 
become foolish, so that he may be- 
come WiSe. Is 5:21 © 1 Co 8:2; Ga 6:3 © 1 Co 1:20 

19 For ®the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness before God. For it is 
written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES 
THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS”; 1 Co 1:20 
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20 and again, ““THE LorRD KNOWS 
THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY 
ARE USELESS.” Ps 94:11 

21 So then let no one boast in 
men. For all things belong to you, 

22 Rwhether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or 
things present or things to come; all 
things belong to you, 1 Co 1:12; 3:5, 6 

23 and you belong to Christ; and 
RChrist belongs to God. 1 Co 11:3; 15:28 


Servants of Christ 
Let a man regard us in this 
manner, as 8servants of Christ 
and 8stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Lk 1:2 © 1 Co 9:17; Tit 1:7; 1 Pe 4:10 

2 In this case, moreover, it is re- 
quired 'of stewards that one be found 
trustworthy. Lit in 

3 But to me it is a very small 
thing that I may be examined by you, 
or by any human ‘court; in fact, I do 
not even examine myself. Lit day 

4 For 18am conscious of nothing 
against myself, yet Iam not by this ac- 
quitted; but the one who examines me 
is the Lord. Ac 23:1; 2 Co 1:12 
Ds 5 Therefore 8do not go on pass- 

Ying judgment before ‘the time, 
but wait until the Lord comes who 
will both bring to light the things hid- 
den in the darkness and disclose the 
motives of men’s hearts; and then 
each man’s praise will come to him 
from God. Ma 7:1; Ro 2:1 © Jo 21:22; Ro 2:16 

6 Now these things, brethren, I 
have figuratively applied to myself 
and Apollos for your sakes, so that in 
us you may learn not to exceed ®what 
is written, so that no one of you will 
become arrogant in behalf of one 
against the other. 1 Co 1:19, 31; 3:19f 
yw 7 For who regards you as supe- 

rior? }What do you have that you 
did not receive? And if you did receive 
it, why do you boast as if you had not 
received it? Jo 3:27; Ro 12:3, 6; 1 Pe 4:10 

8 You are already filled, you have 
already become rich, you have be- 
come kings without us; and indeed, J 
wish that you had become kings so 
that we also might reign with you. 

9 For, I think, God has exhibited 
us apostles last of all, as men con- 
demned to death; because we ®have 
become a spectacle to the world, both 
to angels and to men. He 10:33 
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10 We are ®fools for Christ’s sake, 
but you are prudent in Christ; ®we 
are weak, but you are strong; you are 
distinguished, but we are without 
honor. Ac 17:18; 26:24; 1 Co 1:18 ® 1 Co 2:3; 2 Co 13:9 

11 To this present hour we are 
both hungry and thirsty, and are 
poorly clothed, and are roughly 
treated, and are homeless; 

12 and we toil, }working with our 
own hands; when we are Freviled, we 
bless; when we are ®persecuted, we 
endure; Ac 18:3 © 1 Pe 3:9 * Jo 15:20; Ro 8:35 

13 when we are Slandered, we try 
to 'conciliate; we have ®become as the 
scum of the world, the dregs of all 
things, even until now. or console « La 3:45 
y* 14 I do not write these things to 

shame you, but to admonish you 
as my beloved children. 

15 For if you were to have count- 
less 8tutors in Christ, yet you would 
not have many fathers, for in ®Christ 
Jesus I became your father through 
the gospel. Ga 3:24f © 1 Co 1:30 

16 Therefore I exhort you, be imi- 
tators of me. 

17 For this reason I ®have sent to 
you ® Timothy, who is my beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord, and he will 
remind you of my ways which are in 
Christ, just as I teach everywhere in 
every church. 1 Co 16:10 © Ac 16:1 

18 Now some have become T8ar- 
rogant, as though I were not ®coming 
to you. Lit puffed up ° 1 Co 4:6 © 1 Co 4:21 

19 But I will come to you soon, Rif 
the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not 
the ‘words of those who are 8arrogant 
but their power. Ac 18:21 « Lit word* 1 Co 4:6 

20 For the kingdom of God does 
not consist in words but in power. 

21 What do you desire? Shall I 
come to you with a rod, or with love 
and a spirit of gentleness? 


Immorality Rebuked 
It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and im- 
morality of such a kind as does not 
exist even among the Gentiles, that 
someone has his father’s wife. 
2 You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the 
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one who had done this deed would be 
removed from your midst. 

3 For I, on my part, though ab- 
sent in body but present in spirit, have 
already judged him who has so com- 
mitted this, as though I were present. 

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, 


_ when you are assembled, and I with 
— you in spirit, }with the power of our 
- Lord Jesus, 


2 Th 3:6 © Jo 20:23; 2 Co 2:10; 13:3, 10 
5 I have decided to deliver such a 
one to Satan for the destruction of his 
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved 
in 8the day of the Lord FJesus. 
6 Your boasting is not good. Do 
you not know that a little leaven leav- 


-ens the whole lump of dough? 


7 Clean out the old leaven so that 
you may be a new lump, just as you 


are in fact unleavened. For Christ our 


Passover also has been sacrificed. 

8 Therefore let us celebrate the 
feast, Snot with old leaven, nor with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but with the unleavened bread of sin- 
cerity and truth. Ex 12:19; 13:7; De 16:3 

9 I wrote you in my letter not to 
associate with immoral people; 

10 I did not at all mean with the 
immoral people of this world, or with 
the covetous and swindlers, or with 
Ridolaters, for then you would have to 
go out of the world. 1 Co 10:27 

11 But actually, I wrote to you not 
to associate with any so-called 
brother if he is an immoral person, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, 
or a drunkard, or a swindler—not 
even to eat with such a one. 

12 For what have I to do with 
judging outsiders? Do you not judge 
those who are within the church? 

13 But those who are outside, God 
Tjudges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM 
AMONG YOURSELVES. Or will judge 


Lawsuits Discouraged 
Does any one of you, when he has 
a case against his neighbor, dare to 
go to law before the unrighteous and 
Rnot before the saints? Ma 18:17 
2 Or 8do you not know that ®the 
saints will judge the world? If the 
world is judged by you, are you not 
competent to constitute the smallest 
law courts? Ro 6:16 © Da 7:18, 22, 27; Ma 19:28 
3 RDo you not know that we will 


1 CORINTHIANS 6:15 


judge angels? How much more mat- 
ters of this life? Ro 6:16 
_ 4 So if you have law courts deal- 
ing with matters of this life, do you 
appoint them as judges who are of no 
account in the church? 

5 8] say this to your shame. Is it 
so, that there is not among you one 
wise man who will be able to decide 
between his brethren, 1 Co 4:14; 15:34 

6 but brother goes to law with 
brother, and that before unbelievers? 

7 Actually, then, it is already a 
defeat for you, that you have lawsuits 
with one another. Why not rather be 
wronged? Why not rather be de- 
frauded? Ma 5:39f 

8 On the contrary, you your- 
selves wrong and defraud. You do this 
even to your ®brethren. 1Th4:6 

9 Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor "effeminate, nor ho- 
mosexuals, Ro 6:16 
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers, will 8inherit the kingdom 
of God. Ac 20:32; 1 Co 15:50; Ga 5:21; Ep 5:5 
11 Such were some of you; but 
you were washed, but you were 8sanc- 
tified, but you were ®justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in 
the Spirit of our God. — 10 1:2, 30 « Ro 8:30 


The Body Is the Lord’s 
12 All things are lawful for me, 
but not all things are profitable. All 
things are lawful for me, but I will not 
be mastered by anything. 1 Co 10:23 
13 Food is for the stomach and 
the stomach is for food, but God will 
Rdo away with both of them. Yet the 
body is not for immorality, but for 
the Lord, and ®the Lord is for the 
body. Ma 15:17 © Col 2:22 © Ga 5:24: Ep 5:23 
14 Now God has not only ®raised 
the Lord, but ®will also raise us up 
through His power’. Ac 2:24 « Jo 6:39f; 1 Co 15:23 
15 ®Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ? 
Shall I then take away the members 
of Christ and make them members of 
a prostitute? May it never be! = 1c063 
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16 Or do you not know that the 
one who joins himself to a prostitute 
is one body with her? For He says, 
“THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.” 

17 But the one who joins himself 
to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 

18 Flee immorality. Every other 
sin that a man commits is outside the 
body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 

19 Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? 

20 For you have been bought with 
a price: therefore glorify God in ®your 
body. Ro 12:1; Ph 1:20 


Teaching on Marriage 
Now concerning the things about 
which you wrote, it is good for a 
man not to touch a woman. _1€07:8,26 
yw 2 But because of immoralities, 
each man is to have his own 
wife, and each woman is to have her 
own husband. 

3 The husband must "fulfill his 
duty to his wife, and likewise also the 
wife to her husband. Lit render 

4 The wife does not have author- 
ity over her own body, but the hus- 
band does; and likewise also the 
husband does not have authority over 
his own body, but the wife does. 

5 Stop depriving one another, ex- 
cept by agreement for a time, so that 
you may devote yourselves to prayer, 
and come together again so that 
Satan will not tempt you because of 
your lack of self-control. 

6 But this I say by way of conces- 
sion, §not of command. 2Co 8:8 

7 FYet I wish that all men were 
even as I myself am. However, each 
man has his own gift from God, one in 
this manner, and another in that. 
yes 8 But I say to the unmarried and 

to widows that it is good for 
them if they remain even as I. 

9 But if they do not have self- 
control, ®let them marry; for it is bet- 
ter to marry than to burn with 
passion. 1Ti5:14 

10 But to the married I give in- 
structions, not I, but the Lord, 
that the wife should not Tleave her 
husband Lit depart from 
11 (but if she does leave, she must 
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remain unmarried, or else be recon- 
ciled to her husband), and that the 
husband should not divorce his wife. 

12 But to the rest "I say, not the 
Lord, that if any brother has a wife 
who is an unbeliever, and she con- 
sents to live with him, he must not 
Tdivorce her. — 1 Co 7:6;2 Co 11:17 © Or leave her 

13. And a woman who has an un- 
believing husband, and he consents to 
live with her, she must not 'send her 
husband away. Or leave her husband 

14 For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified through his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified through 
Ther believing husband; for otherwise 
your children are unclean, but now 
they are ®holy. Lit the brother * Ez 9:2; Mal 2:15 

15 Yet if the unbelieving one 
leaves, let him leave; the brother or 
the sister is not under bondage in 
such cases, but God has called Fus ®to 
peace. Ro 14:19 

16 For how do you know, O wife, 
whether you will save your husband? 
Or how do you know, O husband; 
whether you will save your wife? 

17 Only, 8as the Lord has assigned 
to each one, as God has called each, in 
this manner let him walk. And so I di- 
rect in all the churches. Ro 12:3 

18 Was any man called when he 
was already circumcised? He is not to 
become uncircumcised. Has anyone 
been called in uncircumcision? ®He is 
not to be circumcised. Ac 15:1ff 

19 Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but what 
matters is §the keeping of the com- 
mandments of God. Ro 2:25 

20 Each man must remain in that 
condition in which he was called. 

21 Were you called while a slave? 
™Do not worry about it; but if you are 
able also to become free, rather Tdo 
that. Lit Let it not be a care to you « Lit use 

22 For he who was called in the 
Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s freed- 
man; likewise he who was called 
while free, is Christ’s slave. 

23 ®You were bought with a price; 
do not become slaves of men. 1 co 6:20 

24 Brethren, ®each one is to re- 
main with God in that condition in 
which he was called. 1 Co 7:20 
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25 Now concerning virgins I have 
®no command of the Lord, but I give 
an opinion as one who by the mercy 
of the Lord is trustworthy. 1 Co 7:6 

_ 26 [think then that this is good in 
view of the present distress, that it is 
good for a man to remain as he is. 
wy 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do 

not seek to be released. Are you 
released from a wife? Do not seek a 
wife. 

_ 28 But if you marry, you have not 
sinned; and if a virgin marries, she 
has not sinned. Yet such will have 
Ttrouble in this life, and I am trying to 
spare you. Lit tribulation in the flesh 

29 But this I say, brethren, the 
time has been shortened, so that from 
now on those who have wives should 
be as though they had none; 

30 and those who weep, as though 
they did not weep; and those who re- 
joice, as though they did not rejoice; 
and those who buy, as though they did 
not possess; 

31 and those who use the world, 
as though they did not make full use 
of it; for the form of this world is 
passing away. 1 Co 9:18 ¢ 1 Co 7:29; 1 Jo 2:17 
yw 32 But I want you to be free 

from concern. One who is ®un- 
married is concerned about the things 
of the Lord, how he may please the 
Lord; 1Ti5:5 

33 but one who is married is con- 
cerned about the things of the world, 
how he may please his wife, 

34 and his interests are divided. 
The woman who is unmarried, and 
the virgin, is concerned about the 
things of the Lord, that she may be 
holy both in body and spirit; but one 
who is married is concerned about the 
things of the world, how she may 
please her husband. 
yw 35 This I say for your own bene- 

fit; not to put a restraint upon 
you, but 'to promote what is appro- 
priate and to secure undistracted de- 
votion to the Lord. Lit for what is seemly 

36. But if any man thinks that he is 
acting unbecomingly toward his vir- 
gin daughter, if she is past her youth, 
and if it must be so, let him do what he 
wishes; he does not sin; let Ther 
marry. Lit them 
37 But he who stands firm in his 
heart, "being under no constraint, but 


1 CORINTHIANS 8:9 


has authority Tover his own will, and 
has decided this in his own heart, to 
keep his own virgin daughter, he will 
do well. tit having no necessity ¢ Lit pertaining to 
38 So then both he who gives his 
own virgin daughter in marriage does 
well, and he who does not give her in 
marriage will do better. 
39 RA wife is bound as long as 
her husband lives; but if her hus- 
band Tis dead, she is free to be mar- 
ried to whom she wishes, only 8in the 
Lord. Ro 7:2 ® Lit falls asleep ¢ 2 Co 6:14 
40 But 8in my opinion she is hap- 
pier if she remains as she is; and I 
think that I also have the Spirit of 
God. 1 Co 7:6, 25 


Take Care with Your Liberty 

eee ee concerning things sacri- 
ficed to idols, we know that we 

all have knowledge. Knowledge 

makes arrogant, but love edifies. 

2 8If anyone supposes that he 
knows anything, he has not yet 
known as he ought to know; —1€03:18 

3 but if anyone loves God, he is 
known by Him. 

4 Therefore concerning the eat- 
ing of 8things sacrificed to idols, we 
know that there is no such thing as 
an idol in the world, and that there is 
no God but one. Ac 15:20; 1 Co 8:1,7, 10 

5 For even if there are so-called 
gods whether in heaven or on earth, 
as indeed there are many gods and 
many lords, 2 Th 2:4 

6 yet for us there is but one God, 
the Father, from whom are all things 
and we exist for Him; and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we exist through Him. 

7 However not all men ®have this 
knowledge; but some, being accus- 
tomed to the idol until now, eat food 
as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and 
their conscience being weak is de- 
filed. 1 Co 8:4ff « Ro 14:14, 22f 

8 But ®food will not ‘commend 
us to God; we are neither ‘the worse if 
we do not eat, nor the better if we do 
eat. Ro 14:17 © Or present ¢ Lit lacking 

9 But take care that this ‘liberty 
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of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. | Lit rignt 
10 For if someone sees you, who 
have knowledge, dining in an idol’s 
temple, will not his conscience, if he is 
weak, be strengthened to eat things 
sacrificed to idols? Ac 15:20; 1 Co 8:1, 4,7 
11 For through 8your knowledge 
he who is weak is ruined, the brother 
for whose sake Christ died. 1 Co 8:4ff 
12 And so, by sinning against the 
brethren and wounding their con- 
science when it is weak, you sin a- 
gainst Christ. Ma 18:6; Ro 14:20 © Ma 25:45 
13 Therefore, if food causes my 
brother to stumble, I will never eat 
meat again, so that I will not cause my 
brother to stumble. 


Paul’s Use of Liberty 
On I not ®free? Am I not an apos- 
tle? Have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord? Are you not ®my work in the 
Lord? 1 Co 9:19; 10:29 © 1 Co 3:6; 4:15 
2 Ifto others I am not an apostle, 
at least I am to you; for you are the 
seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
3 My defense to those who ex- 
amine me is this: 
4 Do we not have a right to eat 
and drink? 1 Co 9:14; 1 Th 2:6, 9; 2 Th 3:8f 
5 Do we not have a right to take 
along a believing wife, even as the 
rest of the apostles and the ®brothers 
of the Lord and Cephas? Ma 12:46 
6 Or do only ®Barnabas and I 
not have a right to refrain from work- 
ing? Ac 4:36 
7 Who at any time serves 8as a 
soldier at his own expense? Who 
plants a vineyard and does not eat 
the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock 
and does not Tuse the milk of the 
flock? 2 Co 10:4; 1 Ti 1:18; 2 Ti 2:3f © Lit eat of 
yw 8 Iam not speaking these things 
Raccording to "human judgment, 
am I? Or does not the Law also say 
these things? Ro 3:5 ¢ Lit man 
9 For it is written in the Law of 
Moses, “YOu SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX 
WHILE HE IS THRESHING.” God is not 
concerned about oxen, is He? 

10 Or is He speaking altogether 
for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was 
written, because the plowman ought 
to plow in hope, and the thresher to 
thresh in hope of sharing the crops. 


1268 


11 8If we sowed spiritual things in 
you, is it too much if we reap material 
things from you? Ro 15:27; 1 Co 9:14 

12 If others share the right over 
you, do we not more? Nevertheless, 
we did not use this right, but we en- 
dure all things so that we will cause 
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 

13 8Do you not know that those 
who perform sacred services eat the 
food of the temple, and those who at- 
tend regularly to the altar have their 
share ‘from the altar? Ro 6:16 © Lit with 

14 Soalso the Lord directed those 
who proclaim the gospel to get their 
living from the gospel. 

15 But I have used none of these 
things. And I am not writing these 
things so that it will be done so in my 
case; for it would be better for me to 
die than have any man make my boast 
an empty one. Ac 18:3; 20:33; 1 Co 9:12, 18 

16 For if I preach the gospel, I 
have nothing to boast of, for I am 
under compulsion; for woe is me if I 
do not preach the gospel. c9:15: Ro 1:14 
yw 17 For if I do this voluntarily, I 

have a reward; but if against my 
will, I have a stewardship entrusted to 
me. Jo 4:36; 1 Co 3:8; 9:18 

18 What then is my reward? 
That, when I preach the gospel, I may 
offer the gospel without charge, so as 
Rnot to make full use of my right in 
the gospel. Jo 4:36; 1 Co 3:8; 9:17 

19 For though I am ®free from all 
men, I have made myself a slave to all, 
so that I may win more. 1Co 9:1 

20 ®To the Jews I became as a Jew, 
so that I might win Jews; to those who 
are under the Law, as under the Law 
though not being myself under the 
Law, so that I might win those who 
are under the Law; Ac 16:3: 21:23-26: Ro 11:14 

21 to those who are ®without law, 
as without law, though not being 
without the law of God but under the 
law of Christ, so that I might win 
those who are without law. Ro 2:12, 14 

22 To the weak I became weak, 
that I might win the weak; I have be- 
come Rall things to all men, so that I 
may by all means save some. 10 10:33 

23 I do all things for the sake of 
the gospel, so that I may become a fel- 
low partaker of it. 
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24 Do you not know that those 
who run in a race all run, but 
only one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may win. 1009:13 
25 Everyone who ®competes in 
the games exercises self-control in all 
things. They then do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we an imper- 
ishable. Ep 6:12; 1 Ti 6:12; 2 Ti 2:5; 4:7 
26 Therefore I run in such a way, 

as not without aim; I box in such a 
way, as not ®beating the air; — 1c014:9 
27 but I ‘discipline my body and 
make it my slave, so that, after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not 
be disqualified. Lit bruise ¢ Ro 8:13 


Avoid Israel’s Mistakes 

l For 8] do not want you to be un- 
aware, brethren, that our fa- 

thers were all under the cloud and all 

passed through the sea; Ro 1:13 

2 and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

3 and all Rate the same spiritual 
food; Ex 16:4, 35; De 8:3; Ne 9:15, 20; Ps 78:24f; Jo 6:31 

4 and all drank the same spiri- 
tual drink, for they were drinking 
from a spiritual rock which followed 
them; and the rock was Christ. 

5 Nevertheless, with most of 
them God was not well-pleased; for 
they were laid low in the wilderness. 

6 Now these things happened as 
Rexamples for us, so that we would 
not crave evil things as ®they also 
craved. 1 Co 10:11 ¢ Nu 11:4, 34; Ps 106:14 

7 Do not be idolaters, as some of 
them were; as it is written, “® THE PEO- 
PLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND 
STOOD UP TO RPLAY.” Ex 32:6 Ex 32:19 

8 Nor let us act immorally, as 
Rgome of them did, and 8twenty-three 
thousand fell in one day. Nu 25:1ff * Nu 25:9 

9 Nor let us try the Lord, as 
Rgome of them did, and were de- 
stroyed by the serpents. Nu 21:5f 

10 Nor 8grumble, as some of them 
Tdid, and ®were destroyed by the de- 
stroyer. Nu 16:41; 17:5, 10 Lit grumbled « Nu 16:49 

11 Now these things happened to 
them as an 8example, and "they were 
written for our instruction, upon 
whom &the ends of the ages have 
come. 1 Co 10:6 * Ro 4:23 ¢ Ro 13:11 

12 Therefore let him who 

Rthinks he stands take heed that 

he does not fall. Ro 11:20; 2 Pe 3:17 


1 CORINTHIANS 10:28 


13 No temptation has overtaken 
you but such as is common to man; 
and ®God is faithful, who will not 
allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temp- 
tation will provide the way of escape 
also, so that you will be able to endure 
it. 1Co 1:92 Pe 2:9 

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee 
from Ridolatry. He 6:9 + 1 Co 10:7, 19f; 1 Jo 5:21 

15 I speak as to wise men; you 
judge what I say. 

16 Is not the cup of blessing which 
we bless a sharing in the blood of 
Christ? Is not the bread which we 
break a sharing in the body of Christ? 

17 Since there is one ‘bread, we 
who are many are one body; for we 
all partake of the one bread. Lit loaf 

18 Look at the nation Israel; are 
not those who £eat the sacrifices shar- 
ers in the altar? Ro 1:3 « Le 7:6, 14f; De 12:17f 

19 What do I mean then? That a 
thing sacrificed to idols is anything, 
or 8that an idol is anything? 1 Co 8:4 

20 No, but I say that the things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sac- 
rifice to demons and not to God; and I 
do not want you to become sharers in 
demons. 
yw 21 You cannot drink the cup of 

the Lord and the cup of demons; 
you cannot partake of the table of the 
Lord and the table of demons. 2.06.16 

22 Or do we ®provoke the Lord to 
jealousy? We are not stronger than 
He, are we? De 32:21 © Ec 6:10; Is 45:9 

23 RAIl things are lawful, but not 
all things are profitable. All things are 
lawful, but not all things edify. 1 co 6:12 

24 Let no one seek his own good, 
but that of his "neighbor. Lit the other 

25 Eat anything that is sold in the 
meat market without asking ques- 
tions for conscience’ sake; 

26 FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S, 
AND TALL IT CONTAINS. __ Lit its fullness 

27 If Xone of the unbelievers in- 
vites you and you want to go, Feat 
anything that is set before you with- 
out asking questions for conscience’ 
sake. 1 Co 5:10 ¢ Lk 10:8 

28 But if anyone says to you, 
“This is meat sacrificed to idols,” do 
not eat it, for the sake of the one who 
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informed you, and for conscience’ 
sake; 1 Co 8:7, 10-12 

29 I mean not your own con- 
science, but the other man’s; for }why 
is my freedom judged by another’s 
conscience? Ro 14:16; 1 Co 9:19 

30 If I partake with thankfulness, 
Rwhy am I slandered concerning that 
for which I ®give thanks? 1 co 9:1 Ro 14:6 

31 Whether, then, you eat or drink 
or 8whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God. Col 3:17; 1 Pe 4:11 

32 Give no offense either to Jews 
or to Greeks or to the church of 
God; 

33 just as I also ®please all men in 
all things, not seeking my own profit 
but the profit of the many, so that they 
may be saved. Ro 15:2; 1 Co 9:22; Ga 1:10 


Christian Order 
] : bedi imitators of me, just as I 
also am of Christ. 10 4:16; Ph 3:17 
2 Now ®I praise you because you 
remember me in everything and hold 
firmly to the traditions, just as I deliv- 
ered them to you. 1 Co 11:17, 22 
3 But I want you to understand 
that Christ is the head of every man, 
and the man is the head of a woman, 
and God is the head of Christ. 1 co 3:23 
4 Every man who has something 
on his head while praying or 8proph- 
esying disgraces his head. Ac 13:1: 1 Th 5:20 
But every woman who has her 
head uncovered while praying or 
prophesying disgraces her head, for 
she is one and the same as the woman 
whose head is ®shaved. De 21:12 
6 For if a woman does not cover 
Ther head, let her also "have her hair 
cut off; but if it is disgraceful for 
a woman to have her hair cut off or 
her head shaved, let her cover her 
head. Lit herself » Lit shear herself Lit shear herself 
7 For aman ought not to have his 
head covered, since he is the Rimage 
and glory of God; but the woman is 
the glory of man. Ge 1:26; 5:1; 9:6; Jam 3:9 
8 For man does not originate 
from woman, but woman from man; 
9 for indeed man was not created 
for the woman’s sake, but woman for 
the man’s sake. Ge 2:18 
10 Therefore the woman ought to 
have a symbol of authority on her 
head, because of the angels. 
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11 However, in the Lord, neither 
is woman independent of man, 
nor is man independent of woman. 

12 For as the woman originates 
from the man, so also the man has his 
birth through the woman; and &all 
things originate from God. 2.Co 5:18 

13 Judge "for yourselves: is it 
proper for a woman to pray to God 
with her head uncovered? Lk 12:57 « Lit in 

14 Does not even nature itself 
teach you that if a man has long hair, 
it is a dishonor to him, 

15 but if a woman has long hair, it 
is a glory to her? For her hair is given 
to her for a covering. 

16 But if one is inclined to be con- 
tentious, we have no other practice, 
nor have ®the churches of God.1o 7:17 

17 But in giving this instruction, 8I 
do not praise you, because you come 
together not for the better but for the 
worse. 1 Co 11:2, 22 

18 For, in the first place, when you 
come together as a church, I hear that 
TRdivisions exist among you; and in 
part I believe it. Lit schisms © 1 Co 1:10; 3:3 

19 For there ®must also be fac- 
tions among you, so that those who 
are approved may become evident 
among you. Ma 18:7; Lk 17:1; 1 Ti 4:1; 2 Pe 2:1 

20 Therefore when you meet to- 
gether, it is not to eat the Lord’s Sup- 
per, 

21 for in your eating each one 
takes his own supper first; and one is 
hungry and Ranother is drunk.  juae 12 

22 What! Do you not have houses 
in which to eat and drink? Or do you 
despise the church of God and 
Xshame those who have nothing? 
What shall I say to you? Shall 8] 
praise you? In this I will not praise 
you. 1 Co 10:32 ¢ Jam 2:6 ¢ 1 Co 11:2, 17 


The Lord’s Supper 

23 For I received from the Lord 
that which I also delivered to you, that 
the Lord Jesus in the night in which 
He was betrayed took bread; 

24 and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, “This is 
My body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way He took ®the 
cup also after supper, saying, “This 
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cup is the new covenant in My blood; 
do this, as oftenas you drink it; in re- 
membrance of Me.” 1 Co 10:16 

26 For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death until He comes. 

27 Therefore whoever eats the 
bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner, shall be guilty 
of the body and the blood of the Lord. 

28 But a man must examine him- 
self, and in so doing he is to eat of the 


- bread and drink of the cup. 


29 For he who eats and drinks, 
eats and drinks judgment to himself 
if he does not judge the body rightly. 

30 For this reason many among 
you are weak and sick, and a number 
Rsleep. Ac 7:60 

31 But if we judged ourselves 
rightly, we would not be judged. 

32 But when we are judged, we 
are disciplined by the Lord so that 
we will not be condemned along with 
the world. 28a 7:14; Ps 94:12; He 12:7-10; Re 3:19 

33 So then, my brethren, when 
you come together to eat, wait for one 
another. 

34 If anyone is ®hungry, let him 
eat Rat home, so that you will not 
come together for judgment. The re- 
maining matters I will arrange }when 
I come. 1 Co 11:21 © 1 Co 11:22 ¢ 1 Co 4:19 


The Use of Spiritual Gifts 
Now concerning ®spiritual gifts, 
brethren, 81 do not want you to 
be unaware. 1 Co 12:4; 14:1 © Ro 1:13 

2 You know that when you were 
pagans, you were led astray to the 
mute idols, however you were led. 

3 Therefore I make known to you 
that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no 
one can say, “Jesus is 8Lord,” except 
by the Holy Spirit. Jo 13:13; Ro 10:9 

4 Nowthere are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit. 

5 And there are varieties of min- 
istries, and the same Lord. 

6 There are varieties of effects, 
but the same God who works all 
things in all persons. 1 Co 15:28; Ep 1:23; 4:6 

7 But to each one is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit ®for the 
common good. 1 Co 12:12-30; 14:26; Ep 4:12 

8 For to one is given the word of 
wisdom through the Spirit, and to an- 
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other the word of knowledge accord- 
ing to the same Spirit; 

_9 to another "faith by the same 
Spirit, and to another gifts of healing 
by the one Spirit, 1 Co 13:2; 2 Co 4:13 

10 and to another the effecting of 
Rmiracles, and to another prophecy, 
and to another the distinguishing of 
spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, and to another the interpre- 
tation of tongues. 1 Co 12:28f; Ga 3:5 

11 But one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually just as He wills. 

12 For even 8as the body is one 
and yet has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though 
they are many, are one body, 8so also 
is Christ. Ro 12:4f; 1 Co 10:17 1 Co 12:27 

13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether 
RJews or Greeks, whether slaves or 
free, and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. —_ Ro 3:22; Ga 3:28; Ep 2:13-18; Col 3:11 

14 For ®the body is not one mem- 
ber, but many. 1 Co 12:20 

15 If the foot says, “Because I am 
not a hand, I am not a part of the 
body,” it is not for this reason Tany the 
less a part of the body. Lit not a part 

16 And if the ear says, “Because I 
am not an eye, 1 am not a part of the 
body,” it is not for this reason ‘any the 
less a part of the body. Lit not a part 

17 Ifthe whole body were an eye, 
where would the hearing be? If the 
whole were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be? 

18 But now God has &placed the 
members, each one of them, in the 
body, just as He desired. 1 Co 12:28 

19 If they were all one member, 
where would the body be? 

20 But now &there are many mem- 
bers, but one body. 1 Co 12:12, 14 

21 And the eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I have no need of you”; or 
again the head to the feet, “I have no 
need of you.” 

22 On the contrary, Tit is much 
truer that the members of the body 
which seem to be weaker are neces- 
sary; Lit to a much greater degree the members 

23 and those members of the body 
which we deem less honorable, on 
these we bestow more abundant 
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honor, and our less presentable mem- 
bers become much more presentable, 

24 whereas our more presentable 
members have no need of it. But God 
has so composed the body, giving 
more abundant honor to that member 
which lacked, itt 

25 so that there may be no 'divi- 
sion in the body, but that the mem- 
bers may have the same care for one 
another. Lit schism 

26 And if one member suffers, all 
the members suffer with it; if one 
member is honored, all the members 
rejoice with it. Lit glorified 

27 Now you are Christ’s body, and 
individually members of it. 

28 And God has appointed in 
Xthe church, first 8apostles, second 
prophets, third ®teachers, then mira- 
cles, then gifts of healings, helps, ad- 
ministrations, various kinds of 
tONZuUES. 1Co 12:18 © 1 Co 10:32 © Ep 4:11 © Ac 13:1 

29 All are not apostles, are they? 
All are not prophets, are they? All are 
not teachers, are they? All are not 
workers of miracles, are they? 

30 All do not have gifts of heal- 
ings, do they? All do not speak with 
tongues, do they? All do not 8inter- 
pret, do they? 1 Co 12:10 

31 But earnestly desire the 
greater gifts. 

And I show you a still more excel- 
lent way. 1 Co 14:1, 39 


The Excellence of Love 

ye] If I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, but do 

not have love, I have become a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 

2 If I have the gift of prophecy, 
and know all mysteries and all 
knowledge; and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but do not 
have love, am nothing. = 1co 14:2: 15:51 

3 And if I give all my possessions 
to feed the poor, and if I surrender my 
body ‘to be burned, but do not have 
love, it profits me nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind and 
Ris not jealous; love does not brag and 
is not arrogant, 1 Co 4:6 

5 does not act unbecomingly; it 
Rdoes not seek its own, is not pro- 
voked, ®does not take into account a 
wrong suffered, 1 Co 10:24; Ph2:21 ©2 Co 5:19 
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6 does not rejoice in unright- 
eousness, but rejoices with the truth; 
7 ®bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 1 Co 9:12 
8 Love never fails; but if there 
are gifts of ®prophecy, they will be 
done away; if there are tongues, they 
will cease; if there is knowledge, it 
will be done away. 1 Co 13:21 Co 13:1 
9 For we ®know in part and we 
prophesy in part; 1 Co 8:2; 13:12 
10 but when the perfect comes, 
the partial will be done away. 

When I was a child, I used to 
speak like a child, think like a child, 
reason like a child; when I became a 
man, I did away with childish things. 
a 12 For now we &see in a mirror 

dimly, but then face to face; now 

I know in part, but then I will know 
fully just as I also ®have been fully 
known. 2 Co 5:7; Ph 3:12; Jam 1:23 © 1 Co 8:3 
13 But now faith, hope, love, abide 
these three; but the greatest of these 
is Rlove. Lit greater e Ga 5:6 


Prophecy a Superior Gift 

l Pursue love, yet desire earnestly 
spiritual gifts, but especially 

that you may prophesy. 

2 For one who speaks in a tongue 
does not speak to men but to God; for 
no one understands, but in his spirit 
he speaks ®mysteries. 1 Co 13:2 

3 But one who prophesies speaks 
to men for edification and ®exhorta- 
tion and consolation. 

4 One who speaks in a tongue 
edifies himself; but one who ®prophe- 
sies edifies the church. 1 Co 13:2 
__ 9 Now I wish that you all ®spoke 
In tongues, but even more that 
you would prophesy; and greater is 
one who prophesies than one who 
speaks in tongues, unless he inter- 
prets, so that the church may receive 
edifying. Mk 16:17; 1 Co 12:10, 28, 30; 13:1; 14:18ff, 26f 

6 But now, brethren, if I come to 
you speaking in tongues, what will I 
profit you unless I speak to you either 
by way of revelation or of knowledge 
or of prophecy or of teaching? 

7 Yet even lifeless things, either 
flute or harp, in producing a sound, if 
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they do not produce a distinction in 
the tones, how will it be known what 
is played on the flute or on the harp? 
. 8 For if the bugle produces an 
indistinct sound, who will prepare 
himself for battle? Lit trumpet 
9 So also you, unless you utter by 
the tongue speech that is clear, how 
will it be known what is spoken? For 
you will be speaking into the air. 
10 There are, perhaps, a great 
many kinds of "languages in the 


| world, and no kind is without mean- 


Lit voices 


g. 
11 Ifthen I do not know the mean- 


ing of the language, I will be to the 


one who speaks a ®barbarian, and the 
one who speaks will be a "barbarian 
Ac 28:2 ¢ Or foreigner 
12 So also you, since you are zeal- 


'- ous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound 


for the edification of the church. 
13 Therefore let one who speaks 


in a tongue pray that he may inter- 


pret. 
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my 
eae prays, but my mind is unfruit- 


15 RWhat is the outcome then? I 
will pray with the spirit and I will 
pray with the mind also; I will ®sing 
with the spirit and | will sing with the 
mind also. Ac 21:22; 1 Co 14:26 « Ep 5:19; Col 3:16 

16 Otherwise if you bless ‘in the 
spirit only, how will the one who fills 
the place of the ungifted say the 
“Amen” at your ®giving of thanks, 
since he does not know what you are 
saying? Or with the * Ma 15:36 

17 For you are giving thanks well 
enough, but the other person is not 
Redified. Ro 14:19; 1 Co 14:4, 5, 12, 26 

18 I thank God, I speak in tongues 
more than you all; 

19 however, in the church I desire 
to speak five words with my mind so 
that I may instruct others also, rather 
than ten thousand words in a tongue. 


Instruction for the Church 

20 Brethren, do not be children in 
your thinking; yet in evil be infants, 
but in your thinking be mature. 

21 In the Law it is written, “"By 
MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE 
LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS 
PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LIS- 
TEN TO Mg,” says the Lord. 
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22 So then tongues are for a sign, 
not to those who believe but to unbe- 
lievers; but 8prophecy is for a sign, not 
to unbelievers but to those who be- 
lieve. 1Co 14:1 

23 Therefore if the whole church 
assembles together and all speak in 
tongues, and ungifted men or unbe- 
lievers enter, will they not say that 
Ryou are mad? Ac 2:13 

24 But if all §prophesy, and an un- 
believer or an ungifted man enters, he 
is kconvicted by all, he is called to ac- 
count by all; 1 Co 14:1 © Jo 16:8 

25 the secrets of his heart are dis- 
closed; and so he will ®fall on his face 
and worship God, declaring that God 
is certainly among you. = Jo 4:19 © Lk 17:16 

26 RWhat is the outcome then, 
Rbrethren? When you assemble, each 
one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a 
revelation, has a tongue, has an inter- 
pretation. Let all things be done for 
edification. 1 Co 14:15 © Ro 1:13 

27 If anyone speaks in a ®tongue, 
it should be by two or at the most 
three, and each in turn, and one must 
Rinterpret; 1 Co 14:2 © 1 Co 12:10: 14:5, 13, 26ff 

28 but if there is no interpreter, 
he must keep silent in the church; 
ane let him speak to himself and to 

od. 

29 Let two or three prophets 
speak, and let the others ®pass judg- 
ment. 1 Co 13:2; 14:32, 37 ¢ 1 Co 12:10 

30 But if a revelation is made to 
another who is seated, the first one 
must keep silent. 

31 For you can all prophesy one 
by one, so that all may learn and all 
may be exhorted; 

32 and the spirits of prophets are 
subject to prophets; 
we 33 for God is not a God of ®con- 

fusion but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the saints. 1 co 14:40 Ac 9:13 

34 The women are to ®keep silent 
in the churches; for they are not per- 
mitted to speak, but are to subject 
themselves, just as the Law also 
says. 1 Co 11:5, 13 ¢ 1 Ti 2:11f; 1 Pe 3:1 © 1 Co 14:21 

35 If they desire to learn anything, 
let them ask their own husbands at 
home; for it is improper for a woman 
to speak in church. Or disgraceful 

36 TWas it from you that the word 
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of God first went forth? Or has it 
come to you only? Lit Or was 

37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet 
or spiritual, let him recognize that the 
things which I write to you are the 
Lord’s commandment. 

38 But if anyone does not recog- 
nize this, he fis not recognized. 

39 Therefore, my brethren, ®desire 
earnestly to prophesy, and do not for- 
bid to speak in tongues. 1 Co 12:31 

40 But all things must be done 
properly and in an orderly manner. 


The Fact of Christ’s Resurrection 
Ueki I make known to you, 
yw brethren, the gospel which 
I preached to you, which also you re- 
ceived, in which also you stand, 

2 by which also you are saved, Rif 
you hold fast "the word which I 
preached to you, ®unless you believed 
in vain. Ro 11:22 © Lit to what word 1¢ Ga 3:4 

3 For 8I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, 1 Co 11:23 

4 and that He was buried, and 
that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 

> and that ®He appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. Lk 24:34 

6 After that He appeared to more 
than five hundred brethren at one 
time, most of whom remain until now, 
but some have fallen asleep; 

7 then He appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles; or Jacob + Ac 12:17 

8 and last of all, as to one un- 
timely born, He appeared to me also. 

9 For! am ®the least of the apos- 
tles, and not fit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of 
God. 2.Co 12:11; Ep 3:8; 1 Ti 1:15 © Ac 8:3 
w* 10 But by ®the grace of God I am 

what I am, and His grace toward 
me did not prove vain; but I labored 
even more than all of them, yet not I, 
but the grace of God with me. Ro 12:3 

11 Whether then it was I or they, 
SO we preach and so you believed. 

12 Now if Christ is preached, that 
He has been raised from the dead, 
how do some among you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 

13 But if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, not even Christ has been 
raised; 
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14 and ®if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is vain, 
your faith also is vain. 1Th 4:14 

15 Moreover we are even found to 
be false witnesses of God, because we 
testified against God that He ®raised 
FChrist, whom He did not raise, if in 
fact the dead are not raised. Ac 2:24 
vee 16 For if the dead are not raised, 

not even Christ has been raised; 

17 and if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is worthless; ®you 
are still in your sins. Ro 4:25 

18 Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

19 If we have hoped in Christ in 
this life only, we are ®of all men most 
to be pitied. 1 Co 4:9; 2 Ti 3:12 


The Order of Resurrection 

aN 20 But now Christ has been raised 
> from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep. 

21 For since by a man came 
death, by a man also came the resur- 
rection of the dead. Ro 5:12 

22 For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ all will be made alive. 

23 But each in his own order: 
Christ "the first fruits, after that 
those who are Christ’s at His com- 
ing, Ac 26:23; 1 Co 15:20: Re 1:5 

24 then comes the end, when He 
hands over the kingdom to the God 
and Father, when He has abolished all 
rule and all authority and power. 

25 For He must reign until He has 
put all His enemies under His feet. 

26 The last enemy that will be 
Rabolished is death. 21:1-10; Re 20:14: 21-4 

27 For RHE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN 
SUBJECTION UNDER His FEET. But when 
He says, “All things are put in subjec- 
tion,” it is evident that He is excepted 
who put all things in subjection to 

lm. Ps 8:6 

28 When Rall things are subjected 
to Him, then the Son Himself also will 
be subjected to the One who sub- 
jected all things to Him, so that }God 
may be all in all. Ph 3:21 © 1 Co 3:23: 12:6 

29 Otherwise, what will those do 
who are baptized for the dead? If the 
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dead are not raised at all, why then 
are they baptized for them? 

‘30 Why are we also Rin danger 
every hour? 2.Co 11:26 
_. 31 Laffirm, brethren, by the boast- 
ing in you which I have in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 81 die daily. Ro 8:36 

32 If from human motives I 
Rfought with wild beasts at 3Ephesus, 
what does it profit me? If the dead are 
not raised, LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR 
TOMORROW WE DIE. 2 Co 1:8 © Ac 18:19; 1 Co 16:8 

33 Do not be deceived: “Bad com- 
pany corrupts good morals.” 

34 Become sober-minded as you 
ought, and stop sinning; for some 
have no knowledge of God. I speak 
this to your shame. Ro 13:11 ¢ 1 Co 6:5 
35 But ksomeone will say, “How 
|. are the dead raised? And with what 
kind of body do they come?” Ro 9:19 

36 You fool! That which you sow 
does not come to life unless it dies; 

37 and that which you sow, you do 
not sow the body which is to be, but a 
bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of 
Tgsomething else. Lit some of the rest 

38 But God gives it a body just as 
He wished, and to each of the seeds a 
body of its own. Gel:ll 

39 All flesh is not the same flesh, 
but there is one flesh of men, and an- 
other flesh of beasts, and another 
flesh of birds, and another of fish. 
yw 40 There are also heavenly bod- 

ies and earthly bodies, but the 
glory of the heavenly is one, and the 
glory of the earthly is another. 

41 There is one glory of the sun, 
and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for star dif- 
fers from star in glory. 

42 ®So also is the resurrection of 
the dead. It is sown a perishable 
body, it is raised kan imperishable 
body; Da 12:3; Ma 13:43 © Ro 2:7 

43 it is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in ®glory; it is sown in weak- 
ness, it is raised in power; Ph3:21; Col 3:4 

44 it is sown a ®natural body, it is 
raised a ®spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body. 1 Co 2:14 © 1 Co 15:50 

45 So also it is written, “The first 
RvAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.” 
The Rlast Adam became a ® life-giving 
spirit. Ge 2:7 ® Ro 5:14 ¢ ° Jo 5:21; 6:57f; Ro 8:2 

46 However, the spiritual is not 
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ae but the natural; then the spiri- 
tua 

47 The first man is from the 
earth, earthy; the second man is from 
heaven. Jo 3:31 © Ge 2:7; 3:19 

48 As is the earthy, so also are 
those who are earthy; and as is the 
heavenly, ®so also are those who are 
heavenly. Ph 3:20f 
_ 49 Just as we have Rborne the 
image of the earthy, we will also bear 
the image of the heavenly. Ge 5:3 


The Mystery of Resurrection 

50 Now I say this, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; nor does the perish- 

able inherit the imperishable. 
eS 51 Behold, I tell you a ®mystery; 
we will not all sleep, but we will 
all be kchanged, 1 Co 13:2 ® 2 Co 5:2, 4 
52 in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet; for ®the 
trumpet will sound, and ®the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and ®we will 
be changed. Ma 24:31 ¢ Jo 5:28 ¢ 1 Th 4:15, 17 
53 For this perishable must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. 2.Co 5:4 
54 But when this perishable will 
have put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal will have put on immortality, 
then will come about the saying that 
is written, “RDEATH IS SWALLOWED UP 
in victory. Is 25:8 
55 “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VIC- 
TORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 
56 The sting of 8death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law; Ro 5:12 
57 but thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Ro 7:25; 2 Co 2:14 
58 ®Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your toil is not in 
vain in the Lord. 2 Pe 3:14 ¢ 1 Co 16:10 


Instructions and Greetings 
16x concerning "the col- 
ee lection for ®the saints, as ®I 
directed the churches of Galatia, so do 
you also. Ac 24:17; Ro 15:25f * Ac 9:13 © 1 Co 4:17 
2 On the first day of every week 
each one of you is to put aside and 
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save, as he may prosper, so that no 
collections be made when I come. 

3 When I arrive, whomever you 
may approve, I will send them with 
letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem; 

4 and if it is fitting for me to go 
also, they will go with me. 

But I 8will come to you after I 
go through Macedonia, for I am going 
through Macedonia; 1 Co 4:19 

6 and perhaps | will stay with 
you, or even spend the winter, so that 
you may 8send me on my way wher- 
ever I may go. Ac 15:3; 1 Co 16:11 

7 For I do not wish to see you 
now ®just in passing; for I hope to re- 
main with you for some time, ®if the 
Lord permits. 2 Co 1:15f © Ac 18:21 

8 But I will remain in Ephesus 
until Pentecost; Ac 18:19 © Ac 2:1 

9 for a wide door for effective 
service has opened to me, and &there 
are many adversaries. = Ac 14:27 Ac 19:9 

10 Now if ®Timothy comes, see 
that he is with you without cause to 
be afraid, for he is doing the Lord’s 
work, as I alSo am. Ac 16:1: 1 Co 4:17:2 Co 1:1 

11 8So let no one despise him. But 
send him on his way in peace, so that 
he may come to me; for I expect him 
with the brethren. 1 Ti 4:12; Tit 2:15 

12 But concerning ®Apollos our 
brother, I encouraged him greatly to 
come to you with the brethren; and it 
was not at all his desire to come now, 
but he will come when he has oppor- 
tunity. Ac 18:24; 1 Co 1:12; 3:5f 
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13 Be on the alert, stand firm in 
the faith, act like men, be strong. 
y* 14 Let all that you do be done 

Rin love. 1Co 14:1 

15 Now I urge you, brethren (you 
know the ®household of Stephanas, 
that ™they were the first fruits of 
RAchaia, and that they have devoted 
themselves. for ministry to the 
saints), 1 Co 1:16 Ro 16:5 * Ac 18:12 ¢ Ro 15:31 

16 that you also be in subjection 
to such men and to everyone who 
helps in the work and labors. 

17 I rejoice over the coming of 
Stephanas and Fortunatus and 
Achaicus, because they have supplied 
what was lacking on your part. 

18 For they have refreshed my 
spirit and yours. Therefore acknowl- 
edge such men. 2. Co 7:13; Phile 7, 20 

19 The churches of Asia greet 
you. Aquila and Prisca greet you 
heartily in the Lord, with 8the church 
that is in their house. Ac 16:6 © Ac 18:2 

20 All the brethren greet you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

21 The greeting is in my own 
hand—'Paul. Lit Paul’s 

22 If anyone does not love the 
Lord, he is to be 8accursed. 3Marana- 
tha. Ro 9:3 © Ph 4:5; Re 22:20 

23 ®The grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with you. Ro 16:20 

24 My love be with you all in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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Author: External and internal evidence 
amply support the Pauline au- 
thorship of this letter. There is 
an interval of about a year be- 
tween these two letters to the 
Corinthians. Since Paul's first 
letter, the Corinthian church 
had been swayed by false 
teachers who stirred the peo- 
ple against Paul. They claimed 
he was fickle, arrogant, unim- 
pressive in appearance and 
speech, and unqualified to be 
an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
During this time Paul has paid 
them what must have been an 
unpleasant visit and then 
wrote them another letter, 
which we do not have (2:1-4). 
Paul wrote 2 Corinthians in 
A.D. 56 in Macedonia and sent 
the letter to the church with 
Titus and another brother 


(8:16). 
Time: C.A.D.. 56 
Introduction 


Paul, an apostle of ®Christ Jesus 

Rby the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, 

To the church of God which is at 
Corinth with all the saints who are 
throughout Achaia: Ga 3:26 1Co 1:1 

2 ®Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Ro 1:7 

3 RBlessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and 8God of all 
comfort, Ep 1:3: 1 Pe 1:3 © Ro 15:5 

4 who comforts us in all our af- 
fliction so that we will be able to com- 
fort those who are in ‘any affliction 
with the comfort with which we our- 
selves are comforted by God. Lit every 

5 For just 8as the sufferings of 
Christ are ‘ours in abundance, so also 
our comfort is abundant through 
Christ. 2 Co 4:10; Ph 3:10; Col 1:24 ¢ Lit to us 


Key Verse: 2 Co 4:5-6 

Theme: As Paul writes this letter, he is 
looking forward to yet another 
visit, and it appears that the 
Corinthians have listened to 
him and things are getting on 
the right track. There are still 
some problems though. The 
key issue seems to be Paul’s 
leadership. He spends a good 
deal of the letter establishing 
his authority and the need to 
exercise it, which makes the 
letter intensely personal. In it 
we can see the depth of his 
relationship with the Corinthi- 
ans, and we get an under- 
standing of the hardships Paul 
went through for these people 
on his missionary journeys. 
Most importantly we see a 
faith that is so focused that 
Paul is ready to endure any- 
thing to see it spread. 


6 But if we are afflicted, it is ®for 
your comfort and salvation; or if we 
are comforted, it is for your comfort, 
which is effective in the patient endur- 
ing of the same sufferings which we 
also suffer; 2 Co 4:15; 12:15; Ep 3:1, 13; 2 Ti 2:10 

7 and our hope for you is firmly 
grounded, knowing that as you are 
sharers of our sufferings, so also you 
are sharers of our comfort. Ro 8:17 

8 For ®we do not want you to be 
unaware, brethren, of our 8affliction 
which came to us in Asia, that we 
were burdened excessively, beyond 
our strength, so that we despaired 
even of life; Ro 1:13 © Ac 19:23; 1 Co 15:32 ¢ Ac 16:6 
y* 9 indeed, we had the sentence of 

death within ourselves so that 

we would not trust in ourselves, but 
in God who raises the dead; 

10 who delivered us from so great 
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a peril of death, and will deliver us, He 
on whom we have set our hope. And 
He will yet deliver us, 1 

11 you also joining in helping us 
through your prayers, so that thanks 
may be given by many persons on our 
behalf for the favor bestowed on us 
through the prayers of many. 


Paul’s Integrity 

12 For our proud confidence is 
this: the testimony of ®our conscience, 
that in holiness and godly sincerity, 
not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace 
of God, we have conducted ourselves 
in the world, and especially toward 
you. Ac 23:1; 1 Th 2:10; He 13:18 

13 For we write nothing else to 
you than what you read and under- 
stand, and I hope you will understand 
Runtil the end; 1Co 1:8 

14 just as you also partially did 
understand us, that we are your rea- 
son to be proud as you also are ours, 
in §the day of our Lord Jesus. 1co18 

15 In this confidence I intended at 
first to come to you, so that you might 
twice receive a blessing; 

16 that is, to pass your way into 
Macedonia, and again from Macedo- 
nia to come to you, and by you to be 
helped on my journey to Judea. 

17 Therefore, I was not vacillating 
when I intended to do this, was I? Or 
what I purpose, do I purpose Raccord- 
ing to the flesh, so that with me there 
will be yes, yes and no, no at the same 
time? 2 Co 10:2f; 11:18 

18 But as ®God is faithful, our 
word to you is not yes and no. 1co1-9 

19 For the Son of God, Christ 
Jesus, who was preached among you 
by us—by me and Silvanus and Timo- 
thy—was not yes and no, but is yes ®in 
Him. Ma 4:3; 16:16; 26:63 © He 13:8 
y* 20 For Ras many as are the 

promises of God, ®in Him they 
are yes; therefore also through Him is 
Rour Amen to the glory of God 
through US. Ro 15:8 « He 13:8 © 1 Co 14:16: Re 3:14 

21 Now He who &establishes us 
with you in Christ and anointed us is 
God, 1 Co 1:8 © 1 Jo 2:20, 27 

22 who also "sealed us and ®gave 
us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
pledge. Jo 3:33 © Ro 8:16; 2 Co 5:5; Ep 1:14 

23 But ®I call God as witness to 
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my soul, that to spare you I did not 
come again to Corinth. Ro 1:9; Ga 1:20 

24 Not that we lord it over your 
faith, but are workers with you for 
your joy; for in your faith you are 
standing firm. 2 Co 4:5; 11:20; 1 Pe 5:3 


Reaffirm Your Love 

But I determined this for my 
PY own sake, that I would not 
come to you in sorrow again. 

2 For if I cause you sorrow, who 
then makes me glad but the one 
whom I made sorrowful? 2.Co 7:8 
ya 3 This is the very thing I }wrote 

you, so that when I came, I would 
not have sorrow from those who 
ought to make me rejoice; having con- 
fidence in you all that my joy would 
be the joy of you all. 2 Co 2:9; 7:8, 12 

4 For out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart I 8wrote to you with 
many tears; not so that you would be 
made sorrowful, but that you might 
know the love which I have especially 
for you. 2 Co 2:9; 7:8, 12 

5 But ®if any has caused sorrow, 
he has caused sorrow not to me, but in 
some degree—in order not to say too 
much—to all of you. 1 Co 5:lf 

6 Sufficient for such a one is 
this punishment which was inflicted 
by the majority, 1 Co 5:4f; 2 Co 7:11 

7 so that on the contrary you 
should rather forgive and comfort 
him, otherwise such a one might be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 

8 Wherefore I urge you to reaf- 
firm your love for him. 

9 For to this end also 8I wrote, so 
that I might ®put you to the test, 
whether you are 8obedient in all 
things. 2 Co 2:3f © 2 Co 8:2; Ph 2:22 ©2 Co 7:15; 10:6 
yw 10 But one whom you forgive 

anything, I forgive also: for in- 
deed what I have forgiven, if I have 
forgiven anything, I did it for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 

11 so that no advantage would be 
taken of us by RSatan, for we are not 
ignorant of his schemes. Ma 4:10 

12 Now when I came to Troas for 
the gospel of Christ and when a door 
was opened for me in the Lord, 

_ 13 I8had no rest for my spirit, not 
finding Titus my brother; but Rtaking 
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my leave of them, I went on to 7Mace- 
donia. 2 Co 7:5 © Mk 6:46 © Ro 15:26 
14 But thanks be to God, who al- 
ways leads us in triumph in 
Christ, and manifests through us the 
sweet aroma of the ®knowledge of 
Him in every place. Col 2:15 © 1 Co 12:8 
15 For we are a ®fragrance of 
Christ to God among those who are 
being saved and among those who are 
perishing; Song 1:3; Eze 20:41; Ep 5:2; Ph 4:18 
16 ®to the one an aroma from 
death to death, to the other an aroma 
from life to life. And who is adequate 
for these things? Lk 2:34; Jo 9:39; 1 Pe 2:7f 
17. For we are not like many, 'ped- 
dling the word of God, but as from 
sincerity, but as from God, we speak 
in Christ in the sight of God. 


Ministers of a New Covenant 
Are we beginning to commend 
ourselves again? Or do we need, as 
some, letters of commendation to you 
or from you? 2 Co 5:12: 10:12, 18; 12:11 

2 ®You are our letter, written in 
our hearts, Known and read by all 
men; 1Co 9:2 

3 being manifested that you area 
letter of Christ, cared for by us, writ- 
ten not with ink but with the Spirit 
of ®the living God, not on 8tablets 
of stone but on tablets of human 
hearts. Ma 16:16 © Ex 24:12; 31:18; 32:15f; 2 Co 3:7 

4 Such confidence we have 
through Christ toward God. kp 3:12 

5 Not that we are adequate in 
ourselves to consider anything as 
coming from ourselves, but ®our ade- 
quacy is from God, 1 Co 15:10 

6 who also made us adequate as 
servants of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

7 But if the ministry of death, in 
letters engraved on stones, came with 
glory, 8so that the sons of Israel could 
not look intently at the face of Moses 
because of the glory of his face, fad- 
ing as it was, Ex 34:29-35; 2 Co 3:13 

8 how will’ the ministry of the 
Spirit fail to be even more with glory? 

9 For if the ministry of condem- 
nation has glory, much more does the 
Rministry of righteousness abound in 
glory. De 27:26; 2 Co 3:7; He 12:18-21 © Ro 1:17; 3:2If 

10 For indeed what had glory, in 
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this case has no glory because of the 
glory that surpasses it. 

11 For if that which fades away 
was ‘with glory, much more that 
which remains is in glory. Lit through 

12 Therefore having such a hope, 
we uSe great boldness in our speech, 

13 and are not like Moses, 8who 
used to put a veil over his face so that 
the sons of Israel would not look in- 
tently at the end of what was fading 
away. Ex 34:33-35; 2 Co 3:7 

iL But their minds were 8®hard- 
ened; for until this very day at the 
reading of the old covenant the same 
veil remains unlifted, because it is re- 
moved in Christ. Ro 11:7; 2 Co 4:4 

15 But to this day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil lies over their 
heart; 

16 but whenever a person turns to 
the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
ioe 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, 

and where &the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. Is 61:1f; Ga 4:6 

18 But we all, with unveiled face, 
Rpeholding as in a mirror the ®glory 
of the Lord, are being ®transformed 
into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit. 1 Co 13:12 ¢ Jo 17:22, 24; 2 Co 4:4, 6 © Ro 8:29 


Paul’s Apostolic Ministry 
Therefore, since we have this 
We Rministry, as we received 
mercy, we do not lose heart, 1 Co 3:5 
but we have renounced the 
Rthings hidden because of shame, not 
walking in craftiness or 8adulterating 
the word of God, but by the manifes- 
tation of truth commending ourselves 
to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God. Ro 6:21; 1 Co 4:5.° 2 Co 2:17 
3 And even if our ®gospel is 
Rveiled, it is veiled 'to those who are 
perishing, 2 Co 2:12 © 1 Co 2:6ff; 2 Co 3:14 « Lit in 
4 in whose case ®the god of ®this 
world has ®blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not 
see the light of the gospel of the 
Rglory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. Jo 12:31 ¢ Ma 13:22 © 2 Co 3:14 ¢ 2 Co 3:18; 4:6 
5 For we &do not preach our- 
selves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and 
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ourselves as your bond-servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 1 Co 4:15f; 1 Th 2:6f 

6 For God, who said, “Light shall 
shine out of darkness,” is the One who 
has shone in our hearts to give the 
Light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ. ) 
oy 7 But we have this treasure in 

earthen vessels, so that the sur- 
passing greatness of the power will be 
of God and not from ourselves; 

8 we are Rafflicted in every way, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
despairing; 2 Co 1:8: 7:5 © 2 Co 6:12 © Ga 4:20 

9 persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 

10 Salways carrying about in the 
body the dying of Jesus, so that ®the 
life of Jesus also may be manifested in 
our body. Ro 6:5; 8:36; Ga 6:17 © Ro 6:8 

11 For we who live are constantly 
being delivered over to death for 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus 
Senay be manifested in our mortal 

esh. 

12 So death works in us, but life in 
you. 

Sas 13 But having the same 8&spirit 

of faith, according to what is 
written, “8] BELIEVED, THEREFORE I 
SPOKE,” We also believe, therefore we 
also speak, 1 Co 12:9 © Ps 116:10 

14 knowing that He who raised 
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and will present us with you. 

15 For all things are for your 
sakes, so that the grace which is 
spreading to more and more people 
may cause the giving of thanks to 
abound to the glory of God. 
wy 16 Therefore we "do not lose 

heart, but though our outer man 
is decaying, yet our Rinner man is 
being renewed day by day. 2Co4:1+*Ro 
fenz 

17 For momentary, light affliction 
is producing for us an eternal weight 
of glory far beyond all comparison, 

18 while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal. 


The Temporal and Eternal 

oa 5 For we know that if the earthly 
Xtent which is our house is 

torn down, we have a building from 
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God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 2 Pe 1:13f 
2 For indeed in this house we 
Reroan, longing to be clothed with our 
dwelling from heaven, — 0 8:23;2 Co 5:4 
3 inasmuch as we, having put it 
on, will not be found naked. 

4 For indeed while we are in this 
tent, we groan, being burdened, be- 
cause we do not want to be unclothed 
but to be clothed, so that what is mor- 
tal will be swallowed up by life. 

5 Now He who prepared us for 
this very purpose is God, who ®gave to 
us the Spirit as a pledge. ro 8:23:2 Co 1:22 
yx 6 Therefore, being always of 

good courage, and knowing that 
Rwhile we are at home in the body we 
are absent from the Lord— He 11:13f 

7 for we walk by faith, not by 
Tsight— 1 Co 13:12; 2 Co 4:18 ¢ Or appearance 

8 we are of good courage, I say, 
and ®prefer rather to be absent from 
the body and ®to be at home with the 

ord. Ph 1:23 © Jo 12:26; Ph 1:23 

9 Therefore we also have as our 
ambition, whether at home or absent, 
to be pleasing to Him. 

10 For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may be recompensed for 
his deeds in the body, according to 
what he has done, whether good or 
bad. Ma 16:27; Ac 10:42; Ro 2:16; 14:10, 12: Ep 6:8 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of 
the Lord, we persuade men, but we 
are made manifest to God; and I hope 
that we are made manifest also in 
your consciences. He 10:31; 12:29; Jude 23 

12 Weare not Sagain commending 
ourselves to you but are giving you an 
Roccasion to be proud of us, so that 
you will have an answer for those 
who take pride in appearance and not 
in heart. 2 Co 3:1 © 2 Co 1:14; Ph 1:26 
__,13 For if we ‘are beside ourselves, 
it is for God; if we are of sound mind, 
it is for you. Lit were 

14 For the love of Christ 8controls 
us, having concluded this, that one 
died for all, therefore all died; acig:5 

15_ and He died for all, so that they 
who live might no longer 8live for 
themselves, but for Him who died and 
rose again on their behalf. Ro 14:7-9 
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16 Therefore from now on we rec- 
ognize no one according to the flesh; 
even though we have known Christ 
according to the flesh, yet now we 
know Him in this way no longer. 

: y 17 Therefore if anyone is in 
~~ Christ, he is a new creature; the 
| old things passed away; behold, new 
| things have come. Ro 16:7; 
18 Now 8all these things are from 
| God, who reconciled us to Himself 

through Christ and gave us the ®min- 
_ istry of reconciliation, 100 11:12°1003:5 

19 namely, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. 

20 Therefore, we are Rambas- 
sadors for Christ, as though God 
were making an appeal through us; 
we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. Mal2:7; Ep 6:20 * 2 Co 6:1 

21 He made Him who ®knew no 
sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of 
God in Him. Ac 3:14; He 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pe 2:22; 1 Jo 3:5 


Their Ministry Commended 
And 8working together with Him, 
we also urge you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain— 1 Co 3:9 
2 for He says, 
“RAT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME | 
LISTENED TO YOU, 
AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I 
HELPED YOU.” 
Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” 
behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVA- 
TION’ — Is 49:8 
3 ®giving no cause for offense in 
anything, so that the ministry will not 
be discredited, 1 Co 8:9, 13; 9:12 
4 but in everything commending 
ourselves as ‘servants of God, in much 
endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, 
in distresses, Ro 3:5 ¢ Or ministers 
5 in beatings, in imprisonments, 
in ®tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, 
in hunger, Ac 16:23 © Ac 19:23ff * 1 Co 4:11 
6 in purity, in knowledge, in pa- 
tience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, 
in genuine love, 1 Co 12:8; 2 Co 11:6 
7 in ®the word of truth, in ®the 
power of God; by the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and 
the left, 2. Co 2:17; 4:2 © 1 Co 2:5 
8 by glory and 8dishonor, by evil 


2 CORINTHIANS 7:3 


report and good report; regarded as 
deceivers and yet true; 1Co 4:10 
9 as unknown yet well-known, 
_as dying yet behold, we live; as 
punished yet not put to death, 
_ 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoic- 
ing, as 3poor yet making many rich, 
as Shaving nothing ‘yet possessing all 
things. 1 Co 1:5; 2 Co 8:9 © Ac'3:6 © Lit and 

11 8Our mouth has spoken freely 
to you, O Corinthians, our "heart is 
opened wide. Eze 33:22; Ep 6:19 

12 You are not restrained "by us, 
but 8you are restrained in your own 
Taffections. — Or inus © 2Co7:2 « Lit inward parts 

13 Now in a like Rexchange—I 
speak as to 8children—open wide to 
us also. Ga 4:12 °1Co 4:14 

14 8Do not be bound together 
with unbelievers; for what part- 
nership have righteousness and law- 
lessness, or what fellowship has light 
with darkness? De 22:10; 1 Co 5:9f 

15 Or what harmony has Christ 
with Belial, or what has a believer in 
common with an unbeliever? 

16 Or what agreement has the 
temple of God with idols? For we are 
the temple of the living God; just as 
God said, 

“I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK 
AMONG THEM; 
AND I WILL BE THEIR Gob, AND 
THEY SHALL BE My PEOPLE. 

17 “RTherefore, COME OUT FROM 
THEIR MIDST AND BE 
SEPARATE,” Says the Lord. 

“AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS 
UNCLEAN; 
And I will welcome you. 1s52:11 

18 “And I will be a father to you, 

And you shall be 8sons and 
daughters to Me,” 
Says the Lord Almighty. Ro 8:14 


Paul Reveals His Heart 
Therefore, having these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
2 RMake room for us in your 
hearts; we wronged no one, we cor- 
rupted no one, we took advantage of 
no one. 2 Co 6:12f; 12:15 
3 Ido not speak to condemn you, 
for I have said ®before that you are ®in 


Y% 5:17-21 3% 6:9-10 2% 6:14-7:1 
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our hearts to die together and to live 
together. 2 Co 6:llf* Ph 1:7 

4 Great is my confidence in 
you; great is my boasting on your be- 
half. I am filled with comfort; 1 am 
overflowing with joy in all our afflic- 
tion. 2. Co 3:12 

5 For even when we came into 
Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but 
we were afflicted on every side: ®con- 
flicts without, fears within. De 32:25 

6 But ®God, who comforts the de- 
pressed, comforted us by the coming 
of Titus; 2 Co 1:3f © 2 Co 7:13 

7 and not only by his coming, but 
also by the comfort with which he 
was comforted in you, as he reported 
to us your longing, your mourning, 
your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced 
even more. 

8 For though I ®caused you sor- 
row by my letter, I do not regret it; 
though I did regret it—for I see that 
that letter caused you sorrow, though 
only for a while— 2 Co 2:2 
y* 9 I now rejoice, not that you 

were made sorrowful, but that 
you were made sorrowful to the point 
of repentance; for you were made sor- 
rowful according to the will of God, 
so that you might not suffer loss in 
anything 'through us. Lit from 

10 For the sorrow that is accord- 
ing to the will of God produces a ®re- 
pentance without regret, leading to 
salvation, but the sorrow of the world 
produces death. Ac 11:18 
11 For behold what earnestness 
this very thing, this godly sorrow, has 
produced in you: what vindication of 
yourselves, what indignation, what 
fear, what longing, what zeal, what 
Ravenging of wrong! In everything 
you demonstrated yourselves to be 
innocent in the matter. 2 Co 2:6 * Ro 3:5 
12 So although ®I wrote to you, it 
was not for the sake of ®the offender 
nor for the sake of the one offended, 
but that your earnestness on our be- 
half might be made known to you in 
the sight of God. 2. Co 2:3, 9; 7:8 ® 1 Co 5:lf 
13 For this reason we have been 
Rcomforted. 
__And besides our comfort, we re- 
joiced even much more for the joy of 
Titus, because his spirit has been re- 
freshed by you all. 2Co 7:6 
14 For if in anything I have 
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Rboasted to him about you, I was not 
put to shame; but as we spoke all 
things to you in truth, so also our 
boasting before Titus proved to be the 
truth. 2 Co 7:4; 8:24; 9:2f; 10:8; Ph 1:26; 2 Th 1:4 
15 His affection abounds all the 
more toward you, as he remembers 
the obedience of you all, how you re- 
ceived him with fear and trembling. 
y* 16 I rejoice that in everything I 
have confidence in you. = 2c02:3 


Great Generosity 
Now, brethren, we wish to make 
known to you the grace of God 
which has been ¥®given in the 
churches of "Macedonia, 260 8:5+ Ac 16:9 

2 that in a great ordeal of afflic- 
tion their abundance of joy and their 
deep poverty overflowed in the 
Rwealth of their liberality. Ro 2:4 

3 For I testify that according to 
their ability, and beyond their ability, 
they gave of their own accord, 

4 begging us with much urging 
for the ®favor of participation in the 
support of the saints, Ac 24:17; Ro 15:25f 

5 and this, not as we had Tex- 
pected, but they first gave them- 
selves to the Lord and to us by &8the 
will of God. Lit hoped * 2 Co 8:1 1Co 1:1 

6 So we 8urged Titus that as he 
had previously made a beginning, so 
he would also complete in you this 
gracious work as well. 2 Co 8:17; 12:18 

7 But just as you Rabound Rin 
everything, in faith and utterance and 
knowledge and in all earnestness and 
in the love we inspired in you, see 
that you abound in this gracious work 
also. 2 Co 9:8 © Ro 15:14: 1 Co 1:5: 12:8 

8 I Ram not speaking this as a 
command, but as proving through the 
earnestness of others the sincerity of 
your love also. 1Co 7:6 

9 For you know &the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sake He became 
poor, so that you through His poverty 
might become rich. 2 Co 13:14 

10 I ®give my opinion in this mat- 
ter, for this is to your advantage, who 
were the first to begin 8a year ago not 
only to do this, but also to desire to 
do it. 1 Co 7:25, 40 © 1 Co 16:2f; 2 Co 9:2 


VF oH9+ STACI 8:7 Lit veifromiisin you; one 
early ms reads your love for us 
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11 But now finish doing it also, so 
that just as there was the readiness to 
desire it, so there may be also the 
completion of it by your ability. 

12 For if the readiness is present, 
it is acceptable 8according to what a 
person has, not according to what he 
does not have. Mk 12:43f: Lk 21:3, 4; 2 Co 9:7 

.13 For this is not for the ease of 
others and for your affliction, but by 
way of equality— 

14 at this present time your abun- 
dance being a supply for 8their need, 
so that their abundance also may be- 
come a supply for your need, that 
there may be equality; = Ac 4:34:2.co 9:12 

15 as it is written, “He wHo gath- 
ered MUCH DID NOT HAVE TOO MUCH, 
AND HE WHO gathered LITTLE HAD NO 
LACK. 

16 But thanks be to God who 
puts the same earnestness on your be- 
half in the heart of Titus. 2.Co 2:14 

17 For he not only accepted our 
Rappeal, but being himself very 
earnest, he has gone to you of his own 
accord. 2 Co 8:6; 12:18 

18 We have sent along with him 
Rthe brother whose fame in the things 
of the ®gospel has spread through all 
the churches; — 1Co 16:3:2 Co 12:18 «2 Co 2:12 

19 Rand not only this, but he has 
also been appointed by the churches 
to travel with us in this gracious work, 
which is being administered by us for 
the glory of the Lord Himself, and to 
show our readiness, Ro 5:3 

20 taking precaution so that no 
one will discredit us in our adminis- 
tration of this generous gift; 

21 for we have regard for what 
is honorable, not only in the sight 
of the Lord, but also in the sight of 
men. 

22 We have sent with them our 
brother, whom we have often tested 
and found diligent in many things, but 
now even more diligent because of his 
great confidence in you. 

23 As for Titus, he is my part- 
ner and fellow worker among you; 
as for our brethren, they are mes- 
sengers of the churches, a glory to 
Christ. 

24 Therefore openly before the 
churches, show them the proof of 
your love and of our ®reason for 
boasting about you. 
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God Gives Mosi 

For 8it is superfluous for me to 

write to you about this ®ministry to 
the ‘saints; 1 Th 4:9 © 2 Co'8:4 © Or holy ones 

»2for i know your readiness, of 
which I boast about you to the Mace- 
donians, namely, that Achaia has 
been prepared since last year, and 
your zeal has stirred up most of them. 

3 But I have sent the brethren, in 
order that our boasting about you 
may not be made empty in this case, 
so that, Sas I was saying, you may be 
prepared; 2 Co 7:4 ° 1Co 16:2 

4 otherwise if any Macedonians 
come with me and find you unpre- 
pared, we—not to speak of you—will 
be put to shame by this confidence. 

5 So I thought it necessary to 
urge the ®brethren that they would go 
on ahead to you and arrange before- 
hand your previously promised boun- 
tiful gift, so that the same would be 
ready as a bountiful gift and not af- 
fected by covetousness. 2 Co 9:3 
y* 6 Now this I say, he who sows 

sparingly will also reap spar- 
ingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. 

7 Each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart, not grudg- 
ingly or under compulsion, for — 
loves a cheerful giver. 

8 And 8God is able to finale, al 
grace abound to you, so that always 
having all sufficiency in everything, 
you may have an abundance for every 
good deed; Ep 3:20 

9 as itis written, 

“RHE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE 
GAVE TO THE POOR, 
HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 'ENDURES 

FOREVER.” Ps 112:9 © Lit abides 
10 Now He who supplies "seed to 
the sower and bread for food will sup- 
ply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness; Is 55:10 © Ho 10:12 
11 you will be enriched in every- 
thing for all liberality, which through 
us is producing thanksgiving to God. 
12 For the ministry of this service 
is not only fully supplying the needs 
of the saints, but is also overflowing 
through many thanksgivings to God. 
13 Because of the proof given by 


% 9:6-12 
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this ®ministry, they will ®glorify God 
for your obedience to your confession 
of the gospel of Christ and for the lib- 
erality of your contribution to them 
and to all, Ro 15:31; 2 Co 8:4 « Ma 9:8 
14 while they also, by prayer on 
your behalf, yearn for you because of 
the surpassing grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be to God for His in- 
describable gift! 202:14¢ Ro 5:15¢ 


Paul Describes Himself 

Now I, Paul, myself 8urge you 
by the meekness and gentleness 
of Christ—I who am meek when face 
to face with you, but bold toward you 
when absent! Ro 12:1 
2 I ask that }when I am present I 
need not be bold with the confidence 
with which I propose to be coura- 
geous against some, who regard us 
as if we walked according to the 
flesh. 1 Co 4:21; 2 Co 13:2, 10 © 1 Co 4:18f 
oy 3 For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war ®according 
to the flesh, Ro 8:4; 2 Co 1:17 
4 for the }weapons of our war- 
fare are not of the flesh, but divinely 
powerful for the destruction of 
fortresses. 1 Co 9:7; 2 Co 6:7; 1 T1 1:18 
5 We are destroying speculations 
and every lofty thing raised up 
against the knowledge of God, and we 
are taking every thought captive to 
the obedience of Christ, ts 2:11f + 2 co 9:13 
6 and we are ready to punish all 
disobedience, whenever ®your obedi- 
ence is complete. 2. Co 2:9 
7 ®You are looking at things as 
they are outwardly. 8If anyone is con- 
fident in himself that he is Christ’s, let 
him consider this again within him- 
self, that just as he is Christ’s, so also 
are we. Jo 7:24; 2 Co 5:12 ¢ 1 Co 1:12; 14:37 
8 For even if ®I boast somewhat 
further about our 8authority, which 
the Lord gave for building you up and 
not for destroying you, I will not be 
put to shame, 2 Co 7:42 Co 13:10 
9 for I do not wish to seem as if I 

would terrify you by my letters. 

10 For they say, “His letters are 
weighty and strong, but his personal 
presence is unimpressive and his 
speech contemptible.” 1.0 1:17:2.co 11:6 

11 Let such a person consider 
this, that what we are in word by let- 
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ters when absent, such persons we 
are also in deed when present. 

12 For we are not bold to class or 
compare ourselves with ‘some of 
those who commend themselves; but 
when they measure themselves by 
themselves and compare themselves 
with themselves, they are without un- 
derstanding. Or any ® 2 Co 3:1; 10:18 

13 But we will not boast }beyond 
our measure, but within the measure 
of the sphere which God apportioned 
to us aS a measure, to reach even as 
far as you. 2 Co 10:15 

14 For we are not overextending 
ourselves, as if we did not reach to 
you, for ®we were the first to come 
even as far as you in the ®gospel of 
Christ; 1 Co 3:6 © 2 Co 2:12 

15 not boasting beyond our meas- 
ure, that is, in other men’s labors, but 
with the hope that as your faith 
grows, we will be, within our sphere, 
enlarged even more by you, 

16 so as to preach the gospel even 
to the regions beyond you, and not to 
boast in what has been accomplished 
in the sphere of another. 

17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO 
BOAST IN THE LORD. © Je 9:24: 1 Co 1:31 

18 For it is not he who .commends 
himself that is approved, but he whom 
the Lord commends. 2 Co 10:12 


Paul Defends His Apostleship 

] I wish that you would bear with 
me in a little foolishness; but in- 

deed you are bearing with me. 

2 For I am jealous for you with a 
godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to 
one husband, so that to Christ I might 
Rpresent you as a pure virgin. 20C04:14 

3 But I am afraid that, as the ser- 
pent deceived Eve by his craftiness, 
your minds will be led astray from the 
simplicity and purity of devotion to 
Christ. 

4 For if one comes and preaches 
Ranother Jesus whom we have not 
preached, or you receive a Fdifferent 
spirit which you have not received, or 
a ®different gospel which you have 
not accepted, you ®bear this ®beauti- 
fully. 100 3:11 © Ro 8:15 © Ga 1:6 2Co 11:1 ° Mk 7:9 

5 For I consider myself 8not in 
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the least inferior to the ‘most eminent 
apostles. 2 Co 12:11; Ga 2:6 ¢ Or super -apostles 

~ 6 But even if I am unskilled in 
speech, yet Iam not so in knowledge; 
in fact, in every way we have made 
this evident to you in all things. 

7 Or did I commit a sin in hum- 
bling myself so that you might be ex- 
alted, because I preached the gospel 
of God to you without charge? 

8 I robbed other churches by 


_ taking wages from them to serve 


you; 1 Co 4:12; 9:6; Ph 4:15, 18 
9 and when I was present with 


| you and was in need, I was not a bur- 


den to anyone; for when the brethren 
came from Macedonia they fully sup- 
plied my need, and in everything I 
kept myself from being a burden to 
you, and will continue to do so. 

10 As the truth of Christ is in me, 
this boasting of mine will not be 
stopped in the regions of Achaia. 

11 Why? ®Because I do not love 
you? God knows I do! 2. Co 12:15 

12 But what I am doing | will con- 
tinue to do, ®so that I may cut off op- 
portunity from those who desire an 
opportunity to be ‘regarded just as we 
are in the matter about which they are 
boasting. 1 Co 9:12 © Lit found 

13. For such men are false apos- 
tles, ®deceitful workers, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ. pn 3:2 

14 No wonder, for even Satan dis- 
guises himself as an angel of light. 

15 Therefore it is not surprising 
if his servants also disguise them- 
selves as servants of righteousness, 
whose end will be according to their 
deeds. 

16 Again I say, let no one think 
me foolish; but if you do, receive me 
even as foolish, so that I also may 
boast a little. 2Co 11:1 

17 What I am saying, I am not say- 
ing Ras the Lord would, but as Rin 
foolishness, in this confidence of 
boasting. 1 Co 7:12, 25 2 Co 11:21 

18 Since many boast according 
to the flesh, I will boast also. 2c05:16 

19 For you, 8being so wise, toler- 
ate the foolish gladly. 1 Co 4:10 

20 For you tolerate it if anyone 
Renslaves you, anyone devours you, 
anyone takes advantage of you, any- 
one exalts himself, anyone hits you in 
the face. 2 Co 1:24; Ga 2:4; 4:3, 9; 5:1 ¢ Mk 12:40 
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21 To my shame I must say that 
we have been weak by comparison. 
But in whatever respect anyone 
else Sis bold—I speak in foolishness— 
I am just as bold myself. 2 Co 10:2 
22 Are they 8Hebrews? ®So am I. 
Are they ®Israelites? 3So am I. Are 
they ®descendants of Abraham? So 
am I. Ac 6:1 Ph 3:5 © Ro 9:4 Ro 9:4 © Ga 3:16 
23 Are they servants of Christ?—I 
speak as if insane—I more so; in far 
more labors, in far more imprison- 
ments, beaten times without number, 
often in danger of death. 
24 Five times I received from the 
Jews thirty-nine lashes. De 25:3 
25 Three times I was ®beaten with 
rods, once I was ®stoned, three times I 
was shipwrecked, a night and a day I 
have spent in the deep. Ac 16:22 « Ac 14:19 
26 I have been on frequent jour- 
neys, in dangers from rivers, dangers 
from robbers, dangers from my coun- 
trymen, dangers from the Gentiles, 
dangers in the city, dangers in the 
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dan- 
gers among ®false brethren; Ga2:4 
27 I have been in labor and hard- 
ship, through many sleepless nights, 
in hunger and thirst, often without 
food, in cold and 8exposure. 10 4:11 
28 Apart from such external 
things, there is the daily pressure on 
me of concern for all the churches. 
29 Who is weak without my being 
weak? Who is led into sin without my 
intense concern? 
30 If I have to boast, I will boast of 
what pertains to my weakness. 1 Co 2:3 
31 The God and Father of the Lord 
Jesus, 3He who is blessed forever, 
knows that I am not lying. Ro 1:25 
32 In RDamascus the ethnarch 
under Aretas the king was ®guarding 
the city of the Damascenes in order to 
seize me, Ac 9:2 ¢ Ac 9:24 
33 and I was let down in a basket 
Rthrough a window ‘in the wall, and 
so escaped his hands. Ac 9:25 « Lit through 


Paul’s Vision 
| ae eee is necessary, though 
it is not profitable; but I will go 
on to visions and revelations ‘of the 
Lord. 2. Co 11:16, 18, 30; 12:5,9 * Or from 
2 I know a man 8in Christ who 
fourteen years ago—whether in the 
body I do not know, or out of the body 
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I do not know, God knows—such a 
man was caught up to the third 
heaven. Ro 16:7¢2Co 11:11 

3 And I know how such a man— 
whether in the body or apart from the 
body I do not know, God knows— _. 

4 was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which 
aman is not permitted tospeak. _ 

5 ROn behalf of such a man I will 
boast; but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except in regard to my ®weak- 
nesses. 2 Co 12:1 ¢ 1 Co 2:3; 2 Co 12:9f 

6 For if I do wish to boast I will 
not be foolish, for I will be speaking 
the truth; but I refrain from this, so 
that no one will credit me with more 
than he sees in me or hears from me. 


A Thorn in the Flesh 

7 Because of the surpassing 
greatness of the ®revelations, for this 
reason, to keep me from exalting my- 
self, there was given me a ®thorn in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to tor- 
ment me—to keep me from exalting 
myself! 2 Co 12:1 © Nu 33:55; Eze 28:24; Ho 2:6 
yw 8 Concerning this I implored the 

Lord ®three times that it might 
leave me. Ma 26:44 

9 And He has said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast Tabout 
my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. Lit in 

10 Therefore I am well content 
with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with dif- 
ficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I 
am weak, then I am strong. 

11 I have become foolish; you 
yourselves compelled me. Actually I 
should have been commended by you, 
for in no respect was I inferior to the 
most eminent apostles, even though I 
am a nobody. 2 Co 5:13; 11:16; 12:6 

12 The ®signs of a true apostle 
were performed among you with all 
perseverance, by signs and wonders 
and miracles. Jo 4:48; Ro 15:19; 1 Co 9:1 

13 For in what respect were you 
treated as inferior to the rest of the 
churches, except that ®I myself did not 
become a burden to you? Forgive me 
this wrong! 1 Co 9:12, 18; 2 Co 11:9; 12:14 

14 Here ®for this third time I am 
ready to come to you, and I will not 
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be a burden to you; for I do not seek 
what is yours, but you; for 8children 
are not responsible to save up for 
their parents, but parents for their 
children. 2 Co 1:15; 13:1, 2 ¢ 1 Co 4:14f; Ga 4:19 

15 I will most gladly spend and be 
expended for your souls. If I love you 
more, am I to be loved less? 

16 But be that as it may, I did not 
burden you myself; nevertheless, 
crafty fellow that I am, I 8took you in 
by deceit. 2Co 11:9 © 2 Co 11:20 

17 Certainly I have not taken ad- 
vantage of you through any of those 
whom I have sent to you, have I? 

18 I 8urged 8Titus to go, and I sent 
Rthe brother with him. Titus did not 
take any advantage of you, did he? 
Did we not conduct ourselves in the 
same &spirit and walk in. the same 
steps? 2 Co 8:6 © 2 Co 2:13 ¢ 2 Co 8:18 © 1 Co 4:21 

19 All this time you have been 
thinking that we are defending our- 
selves to you. Actually, it is in the 
sight of God that we have been speak- 
ing in Christ; and Rall for your up- 
building, beloved. Ro 14:19: 2 Co 10:8: 1 Th 5:11 

For I am afraid that perhaps 
when I come I may find you to be not 
what I wish and may be found by you 
to be not what you wish; that perhaps 
there will be ®strife, jealousy, angry 
tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, 
arrogance, disturbances; 1 Co 1:11; 3:3 

21 I am afraid that when I come 
again my God may humiliate me be- 
fore you, and I may mourn over many 
of those who have ®sinned in the past 
and not repented of the impurity, im- 
morality and sensuality which they 
have practiced. 2 Co 13:2 


Examine Yourselves 
] a a is the third time I am com- 
ing to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE 
CONFIRMED BY THE 'TESTIMONY OF TWO 
OR THREE WITNESSES. —_2.Co 12:14 Lit mouth 
2 I have previously said when 
present the second time, and though 
now absent I say in advance to those 
who have sinned in the past and to 
all the rest as well, that if come again 
I will not spare anyone, 2 Co 12:21 
3 since you are seeking for 
proof of the Christ who speaks in me, 
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_ and who is not weak toward you, but 
mighty in you. 2 Co 10:1, 10 
4 For indeed He was &crucified 
because of weakness, yet He lives be- 
cause of the power of God. For we 
| also are weak fin Him, yet we will live 
_ with Him because of the power of 
God directed toward you. ph 2:7f; 1 Pe 3:18 
5 Test yourselves to see if you 
are in the faith; examine yourselves! 
Or do you not recognize this about 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you—unless indeed you fail the test? 
6 But I trust that you will realize 
that we ourselves do not fail the test. 
7 Now we pray to God that you 
do no wrong; not that we ourselves 
may appear approved, but that you 
may do what is right, even though 
we may ‘appear unapproved. Lit beas 
b 8 For we can do nothing against 
the truth, but only for the truth. 
9 For we rejoice when we our- 
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selves are weak but you are strong; 
this we also pray for, that you be 
made complete. 2 Co 12:10; 13:4 
10 For this reason I am writing 
these things while absent, so that 
when present 8I need not use severity, 
in accordance with the authority 
which the Lord gave me for building 
up and not for tearing down. 2023 
11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be 
made complete, be comforted, 

Rbe like-minded, live in peace; and 
{es God of love and peace will be with 
1 Th 4:1; 2 Th 3:1 ¢ Ro 12:16 ¢ Mk 9:50 

) RGreet one another with a holy 
kiss. Ro 16:16 
13 All the saints greet you. Ph 4:22 

14 ®The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the ®love of God, and the 
Rfellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all. Ro 16:20; 2 Co 8:9 » Ro 5:5; Jude 21 © Ph 2:1 


13:4 One early ms reads with Him 2% 13:11 


GALATIANS 


Author: The Pauline authorship and 
the unity of this epistle are vir- 
tually unchallenged. The first 
verse Clearly identifies the au- 
thor as, “Paul, an apostle” as 
does 5:2, “Behold |, Paul, say 
to you.” In fact, Paul actually 
wrote, or at least finished, 
Galatians by his own hand 
(6:11) instead of dictating it to 
a secretary, as was his usual 
practice. There is some con- 
troversy as to whether. Paul 
was writing to the North Gala- 
tians or the South Galatians. If 
the former theory is correct, 
this epistle was written some- 
time during Paul’s third mis- 
sionary journey in A.p. 53-56. 
If the latter theory is correct, 
this epistle was written before 
the Council at Jerusalem (Ac 
15) in a.p. 49, right after the 
first missionary journey. Re- 
gardless of the timing of its 
writing, Galatians affords us a 
clear glimpse into the ministry 
and theology of Paul as a Jew- 
ish Christian. 


Time: C. A.D. 49-53 
Key Verse: Ga 2:20-21 


Introduction 
Paul, 8an apostle (not sent from 
men nor through the agency of 
man, but ®through Jesus Christ and 
God the Father, who raised Him from 
the dead), =. 2.Co 1:1 * Ga 1:11 © Ac 9:15; Ga 1:15f 

2 and all the brethren who are 

with me, 
To the churches of Galatia: 

3 ®Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Ro 1:7 
4 who ®gave Himself for our sins 


The big question for the church 
in its first generation was “Did 
a person have to become a 
Jew before they could be a 
Christian?” There were many 
Jews who thought this was the 
case. Three things happened 
to move the church away from 
this perspective: Peter’s vision 
as recorded in Acts 10; the de- 
cision of the Jerusalem Coun- 
cil in Acts 15 that Gentiles 
didn’t need to adopt all the 
Jewish customs; and Paul’s re- 
ceived revelation that he was 
to deliver to the Gentiles. Even 
with all this evidence, there 
were still some Jews who fol- 
lowed Pau! around and at- 
tempted to teach Jewish 
regulations to his newly 
planted churches. Paul was fu- 
rious at these events and used 
this letter to set the record 
straight. Christ brought free- 
dom and died for people of all 
cultures, an idea that was new 
for many of the Jews who were 
stuck in a “God loves us most” 
mode. Paul goes to great 
lengths to review with the 
Galatians what he had taught 
them and where this teaching 
had come from. 


Theme: 


so that He might rescue us from this 
present evil age, according to the will 
of Sour God and Father, — Ga 2:20 « ph 4:20 

5 ®to whom be the glory forever- 
more. Amen. Ro 11:36 


Perversion of the Gospel 
_6 I am amazed that you are so 
quickly deserting "Him who called 
you 'by the grace of Christ, for a dif- 
ferent gospel; Ro 8:28; Ga 1:15; 5:8 « Lit in 
7 which is really not another; 
only there are some who are Xdisturb- 
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ing you and want to distort the gospel 
of Christ. Ac 15:24; Ga 5:10 
8 But even if we, or 8an angel 
| from heaven, should preach to you a 
gospel ‘contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be 8ac- 
' cursed! 2 co 11:14 Or other than, more than e Ro 9:3 
9 As we have said before, so I say 
| again now, if any man is preaching to 
}) you a gospel contrary to what you re- 
— ceived, he is to be accursed! 
| 10 For am I now 8&seeking the 
| favor of men, or of God? Or am I striv- 
_ ing to please men? If I were still trying 
to please men, I would not be a bond- 
servant of Christ. 1 Co 10:33; 1 Th 2:4 


Paul Defends His Ministry 

11 For 81 would have you know, 
brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached by me is ®not according to 

man. Ro 2:16; 1 Co 15:1 © 1 Co 3:4; 9:8 
12 For I neither received it from 
/ man, nor was I taught it, but I received 
it through a &revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 1 Co 2:10; 2 Co 12:1; Ga 1:16; 2:2 

13. For you have heard of ®my for- 
' mer manner of life in Judaism, how I 
Rused to persecute ®the church of God 
beyond measure and &tried to destroy 
it; Ac 26:4f ¢ Ac 8:3; 22:4,5 © 1 Co 10:32 ¢ Ac 9:21 

14 and I ®was advancing in Ju- 
daism beyond many of my contempo- 
raries among my ‘countrymen, being 
more extremely zealous for my an- 
_ cestral traditions. Ac 22:3 « Lit race 

15 But when God, who had set 

me apart even from my mother’s 
womb and called me through His 
grace, was pleased 

16 to reveal His Son in me so that 
| I might preach Him among the Gen- 
_ tiles, I did not immediately consult 

with T8flesh and blood, Ac 9:15; Ga 2:9 
. 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 
those who were apostles before me; 
| but I went away to Arabia, and re- 
— turned once more to Damascus. 

18 Then ®three years later I went 
up "to Jerusalem to become ac- 
quainted with Cephas, and stayed 
with him fifteen days. Ac 9:22f © Ac 9:26 

19 But I did not see any other of 
the apostles except ‘James, the 
Lord’s brother. — Or Jacob » Ma 12:46; Ac 12:17 

20 (Now in what I am writing to 
you, I assure you ®before God that I 
am not lying.) Ro 9:1; 2 Co 1:23; 11:31 
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21 Then 81 went into the regions 
of Syria and Cilicia. Ac9:30 Ac 15:23, 41 
22 I was still unknown by ‘sight to 
the churches of Judea which were 
Rin Christ; _ Lit face * 1 Co 7:17; 1 Th 2:14 © Ro 16:7 
23 but only, they kept hearing, “He 
who once persecuted us is now 
preaching ®the faith which he once 
Rtried to destroy.” Ac 6:7; Ga 6:10 * Ac 9:21 
24 And they ®were glorifying God 
Tbecause of me. Ma 9:8 ¢ Lit in me 


The Council at Jerusalem 
Then after an interval of fourteen 
years I Rwent up again to 
Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
Titus along also. — Ac 15:2 * Ac 4:36; Ga 2:9, 13 

2 It was because of a ®revelation 
that I went up; and I submitted to 
them the ®gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, but I did so in pri- 
vate to those who were of reputation, 
for fear that I might be running, or 
had run, in vain. Ac 15:2; Ga 1:12 ¢ Ga 1:6 

3 But not even Titus, who was 
with me, though he was a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised. 

4 But it was because of the false 
brethren secretly brought in, who had 
sneaked in to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, in 
order to bring us into bondage. 

5 But we did not yield in subjec- 
tion to them for even an hour, so that 
Rthe truth of the gospel would remain 
with you. Ga 1:6; 2:14; Col 1:5 

6 But from those who were of 
high reputation (what they were 
makes no difference to me; God 
shows no partiality)—well, those who 
were of reputation contributed noth- 
ing to me. 2 Co 11:5; 12:11; Ga 2:9; 6:3 

7 But onthe contrary, seeing that 
I had been entrusted with the gospel 
to the uncircumcised, just as Peter 
had been to the circumcised 

8 (for He who effectually worked 
for Peter in his Sapostleship to the cir- 
cumcised effectually worked for me 
also to the Gentiles), Ac 1:25 

9 and recognizing the grace that 
had been given to me, James and 
Cephas and John, who were reputed 
to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship, so that 
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we might go to the Gentiles and they 
to the circumcised. 

10 They only asked us to remem- 
ber the poor—"the very thing I also 
was eager to do. Ac 24:17 


Peter (Cephas) Opposed by Paul 

11 But when Cephas came to An- 
tioch, I opposed him to his face, be- 
cause he stood condemned. 

12 For prior to the coming of cer- 
tain men from James, he used to Feat 
with the Gentiles; but when they 
came, he began to withdraw and hold 
himself aloof, fearing the party of the 
circumcision. Ac 12:17; Ga 2:9 © Ac 11:3 

13 The rest of the Jews joined him 
in hypocrisy, with the result that even 
RBarnabas was carried away by their 
hypocrisy. Ac 4:36; Ga 2:1, 9 

14 But when I saw that they 'were 
not straightforward about the truth of 
the gospel, I said to Cephas in the 
presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, 
live like the Gentiles and not like the 
Jews, how is it that you compel the 
Gentiles to live like Jews? He 12:13 

15 “We are Jews by nature and not 
sinners from among the Gentiles; 
a 16 nevertheless knowing that 8a 

man is not justified by the works 
of ‘the Law but through faith in 
Christ Jesus, even we have believed 
in Christ Jesus, so that we may be jus- 
tified by ®faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the Law; since by the 
works of the Law no flesh will be jus- 
tified. Ac 13:39; Ga 3:11 © Or law « Ro 3:22; 9:30 

17 “But if, while seeking to be jus- 
tified in Christ, we ourselves have 
also been found sinners, is Christ 
then a minister of sin? RMay it never 
be! Ga 2:15 © Lk 20:16; Ga 3:21 

18 “For if I rebuild what I have 
once destroyed, I §prove myself to be 
a transgressor. Ro 3:5 

19 “For through 'the Law I ®died 
to 'the Law, so that I might live to 
God. Or law * Ro 6:2; 7:4; 1 Co 9:20 * Or law 

20 “I have been &crucified with 

Christ; and it is no longer I who 
live, but ®Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who 
Rloved me and gave Himself up for 
me Ro 6:6; Ga 5:24; 6:14 © Ro 8:10 

21 “J do not nullify the grace of 
God, for if righteousness comes 
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through ‘the Law, then Christ died 
needlessly.” Ga 3:21 ¢ Or law 


Faith Brings Righteousness 
TYou foolish Galatians, who has 
bewitched you, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ .was publicly portrayed 
as crucified? — Lit 0+ Ga1.2«1Co 1:23; Ga 5:11 

2 This is the only thing I want to 
find out from you: did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of ‘the Law, or by 
Rhearing with faith? Or law © Ro 10:17 

3 Are you so foolish? Having 
begun by the Spirit, are you now 'be- 
ing perfected by the flesh? or ending with 

4 Did you suffer so many things 
in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 

5 So then, does He who &®pro- 
vides you with the Spirit and }works 
miracles among you, do it by the 
works of the Law, or by ®hearing with 
faith? 2 Co 9:10: Ph 1:19 © 1 Co 12:10 ¢ Ro 10:17 

6 TEven so RAbraham 8BELIEVED 
Gob, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM 
AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. Lit Just as ¢ Ro 4:3 ¢ Ge 15:6 

7 Therefore, be sure that Rit is 
those who are of faith who are ®sons 
of Abraham. — Ro 4:16; Ga3:9 « Lk 19:9; Ga 6:16 

8 The Scripture, foreseeing that 
God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, preached the gospel beforehand 
to Abraham, saying, “RALL THE NA- 
TIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.” 

9 So then 8those who are of 
faith are blessed with Abraham, 

the believer. Ga 3:7 ¢ Lit the believing Abraham 
For aS many as are of the 
works of ‘the Law are under a curse; 
for it is written, ““CURSED IS EVERYONE 
WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS 
WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO 
PERFORM THEM.” Or law * De 27:26 
11 Now that 8no one is justified 
Tby the Law before God is evident; for, 
“RTHE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY 
FAITH.” Ga 2:16 © Or in * Hab 2:4; Ro 1:17: He 10:38 
12 THowever, the Law is not ‘of 
faith; on the contrary, “HE wHo PRAC- 
TICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM.” Or And 
13 Christ kredeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, having become a 
curse for us—for it is written, 
“RCURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON 
Ra TREE? Ga 4:5 © De 21:23 ® Ac 5:30 
14 in order that 8in Christ Jesus 
the blessing of Abraham might come 
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to the Gentiles, so that we Rwould re- 
ceive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith. Ro 4:9, 16; Ga 3:28 ¢ Ga 3:2 


Intent of the Law 

15 Brethren, 81 speak in terms of 
human relations: 8even though it is 
only a man’s covenant, yet when it 
has been ratified, no one sets it aside 
or adds conditions to it. Ro 3:5 + He 6:16 

16 Now the promises were spoken 
Rto Abraham and to his seed. He does 
not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to 
many, but rather to one, “And to your 
seed,” that is, Christ. Lx 1:55: Ro 4:13, 16; 9:4 

17 What I am saying is this: the 
Law, which came four hundred and 
thirty years later, does not invalidate a 
covenant previously ratified by God, 
so as to nullify the promise. 

18 For if the inheritance is based 
on law, it is no longer based on a 
promise; but God has granted it to 
Abraham by means of a promise. 

19 Why the Law then? It was 
added because of transgressions, hav- 
ing been ordained through angels by 
the agency of a mediator, until the 
seed would come to whom the prom- 
ise had been made. Ro 5:20 

20. Now a mediator is not for one 
party only; whereas God is only one. 

21 Is the Law then contrary to the 
promises of God? ®May it never be! 
For ®if a law had been given which 
was able to impart life, then right- 
eousness would indeed have been 
based on law. Lk 20:16; Ga 2:17 © Ga 2:21 

22 But the Scripture has ®shut up 
everyone under sin, so that the prom- 
ise by faith in Jesus Christ might be 
given to those who believe. Ro 11:32 

23 But before faith came, we 

- were kept in custody under the 
law, being shut up to the faith which 
was later to be revealed. Ro 11:32 

24 Therefore the Law has become 
our ®tutor to lead us to Christ, so that 
we may be justified by faith. 10 4:15 

25 But now that faith has come, 
we are no longer under a tutor. 

26 For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For all of you who were ®bap- 
tized into Christ have clothed your- 
selves with Christ. Ma 28:19; Ro 6:3; 1 Co 10:2 

28 ®There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free 
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man, there is neither male nor fe- 
male; for ®you are all one in Christ 
JESUS. Ro 3:22; 1 Co 12:13; Col 3:11 ¢ Jo 17:11; Ep 2:15 

29 And if you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s descendants, 
heirs according to promise. 


Sonship in Christ 
Now I say, as long'as the heir is a 
Tchild, he does not differ at all from 
a slave although he is Towner of 
everything, Or minor ¢ Lit lord 

2 but he is under guardians and 
Tmanagers until the date set by the fa- 
ther. Or stewards 

3 So also we, while we were chil- 
dren, were held in bondage under the 
elemental things of the world. 

4 But when &the fullness of the 
time came, God sent forth His Son, 
Rborn of a woman, born ®under the 
Law, Mk 1:15 ¢ Jo 1:14; Ro 1:3; 8:3; Ph 2:7 ¢ Lk 2:21f, 27 

5 so that He might redeem those 
who were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption as sons. 
y* 8 Because you are sons, ®God 

has sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Fa- 
ther!” Ac 16:7; Ro 5:5; 8:9, 16; 2 Co 3:17 

7 Therefore you are no longer a 
slave, but a son; and if a son, then an 
heir through God. Ro 8:17 

8 However at that time, }when 
you did not know God, you were 
slaves to those which by nature are no 
gods. 1 Co 1:21; Ep 2:12; 1 Th 4:5; 2 Th 1:8 

9 But now that you have come to 
know God, or rather to be known by 
God, how is it that you turn back 
again to the weak and worthless ele- 
mental things, to which you desire to 
be enslaved all over again? 

10 You 8observe days and months 
and seasons and years. — Ro 14:5; Col 2:16 
11 I fear for you, that perhaps I 
have labored ‘over you in vain. — or for 
12 I beg of you, ®brethren, ®be- 
come as I am, for I also have become 
as you are. You have done me no 
wrong; Ga 6:18 © 2 Co 6:11, 13 
13 but you know that it was be- 
cause of a ‘bodily illness that I 
preached the gospel to you the "first 
time; Lit weakness of the flesh ¢ Or former 
14 and that which was a trial to 
you in my bodily condition you did 
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not despise or loathe, but 8you re- 
ceived me as an angel of God, as 
Christ Jesus Himself. Ma 10:40; 1 Th 2:13 

15 Where then is ‘that sense of 
blessing you had? For I bear you wit- 
ness that, if possible, you would have 
plucked out your eyes and given them 
to me. Lit the congratulation of yourselves 

16 So have I become your enemy 
Rby telling you the truth? Am 5:10 

17 They eagerly seek you, not 
commendably, but they wish to shut 
you out so that you will seek them. 

18 But it is good always to be ea- 
gerly sought in a commendable ™man- 
ner, and ®not only when I am present 
with you. Or thing ¢ Ga 4:13f 

19 RMy children, with whom ®I am 
again in labor until Christ is formed 
in you— 1 Jo 2:1 ° 1 Co 4:15 ¢ Ep 4:13 

20 but I could wish to be present 
with you now and to change my tone, 
for 8] am perplexed about you. 2co04:8 


Bond and Free 
21 Tell me, you who want to be 
under law, do you not 8listen to the 
law? Lk 16:29 
wy 22 For it is written that Abra- 
ham had two sons, Rone by the 
bondwoman and Rone by the free 
woman. Ge 16:15 ¢ Ge 21:2 
23 But the son by the bond- 
woman was born according to the 
flesh, and the son by the free woman 
through the promise. Ro 9:7; Ga 4:29 
24 This is allegorically speaking, 
for these women are two covenants: 
one proceeding from Mount Sinai 
bearing children who are to be 
Rslaves; she is Hagar. Ga 43 
25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai 
in Arabia and corresponds to the 
present Jerusalem, for she is in slav- 
ery with her children. 
26 But the Jerusalem above is 
free; ‘she is our mother. Lit which 
27 For it is written, 
“RREJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO 
DOES NOT BEAR; 
BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU 
WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR; 
FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE 
THE CHILDREN OF THE 
DESOLATE 
THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A 
HUSBAND.” Is 54:1 
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28 And you brethren, like Isaac, 
are children of promise. Ga 4:23 
29 But as at that time She who was 
born according to the flesh perse- 
cuted him who was born according to 
the Spirit, so it is now also. Ga 4:23 
30 But what does the Scripture 
say? 
“RC AST OUT THE BONDWOMAN 
AND HER SON, 
For 8THE SON OF THE 
BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN 
HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE 
FREE WOMAN.” Ge 21:10, 12 ¢ Jo 8:35 
31 So then, brethren, we are not 
children of a bondwoman, but of the 
free woman. 


Walk by the Spirit 

It was for freedom that Christ 
y* Pset us free; therefore keep 
standing firm and do not be subject 
again to a yoke of slavery. 

2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that 
if you receive circumcision, Christ 
will be of no benefit to you. 2Co 10:1 

3 And I testify again to every 
man who receives ®circumcision, that 
he is under obligation to ®keep the 
whole Law. Lk 16:28 « Ac 15:1; Ga 5:2, 6, 11 © Ro 2:25 

4 You have been severed from 
Christ, you who ‘are seeking to be 
justified by law; you have Ffallen from 
grace. Or would be ¢ He 12:15; 2 Pe 3:17 

5 For we 'through the Spirit, ™by 
faith, are waiting for the hope of 
righteousness. Lit by « Lit out of * Ro 8:23: 1 Co 1:7 

6 For in 8Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor  uncircumcision 
means anything, but faith working 
through love. Ga 3:26 © 1 Co 7:19; Ga 6:15 

7 You were running well; 
who hindered you from obeying the 
truth? 

8 This persuasion did not come 
from Him who calls you. Ro 8:28: Ga 1:6 

9 RA little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough. 1 Co 5:6 

10 ®I have confidence in you in the 
Lord that you ®will adopt no other 
view; but the one who is "disturbing 
you will bear his judgment, whoever 
he is. 2 Co 2:3 ¢ Ga 5:7; Ph 3:15 « Ga 1:7: 5:12 

_ 11 But I, brethren, if I still preach 
circumcision, why am J still ®perse- 
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cuted? Then the stumbling block of the 
cross has been abolished. Ga 4:29; 6:12 
12 I wish that 8those who are trou- 
bling you would even mutilate them- 
selves. Ga 2:4; 5:10 ¢ De 23:1 
yw 13 For you were called to ®free- 
dom, brethren; 8only do not turn 
your freedom into an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love 8serve one 
another. Ga 5:1 «1 Co 8:9: 1 Pe 2:16 * 1 Co 9:19: Ep 5:21 
_ 14 For ®the whole Law is fulfilled 
in one word, in the statement, “You 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOUR- 
SELF.” Ma 7:12; 22:40; Ro 13:8, 10; Ga 6:2 

15 But if you 8bite and devour one 
another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another. Ga5:20; Ph 3:2 
yw 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, 

and you will not carry out the de- 
sire of the flesh. Ro 8:4; 13:14; Ga 5:24f 

17 For ®the flesh ‘sets its desire 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh; for these are in op- 
position to one another, so that you 
may not do the things that you 
please. Ro 7:18, 23; 8:5ff « Lit lusts against ¢ Ro 7:15ff 

18 But if you are ®led by the Spirit, 
you are not under the Law. Ro 8:14 

19 Now the deeds of the flesh are 
evident, which are: 8immorality, im- 
purity, sensuality, 1 Co 6:9, 18; 2 Co 12:21 

20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions, 

21 envying, .drunkenness, carous- 
ing, and things like these, of which I 
forewarn you, just as I have fore- 
warned you, that those who practice 
such things will not ®inherit the king- 
dom of God. Ro 13:13 * 1 Co 6:9 

22 But &the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, Ma 7:16ff; Ep 5:9 

23 gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 

24 Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. Ga5:16f 

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us 
also walk ®by the Spirit. Ga5:16 

26 Let us not become ®boastful, 
challenging one another, envying one 
another. Ph 2:3 


Bear One Another’s Burdens 
ieee aay even if anyone is 
wr caught in any trespass, you 
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who are spiritual, restore such a one 
in a_ spirit of gentleness; each one 
looking to yourself, so that you too 
will not be tempted. Ga 6:18; 1 Th 4:1 

2 Bear one another’s burdens, 
and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 

3 For ®if anyone thinks he is 
something when he is nothing, he de- 
ceives himself. Ac 5:36; 1 Co 3:18; 2 Co 12:11 

4 But each one must Rexamine 
his own work, and then he will have 
reason for ®boasting in regard to him- 
self alone, and not in regard to an- 
other. 1 Co 11:28 « Ph 1:26 

5 For each one will bear his own 
load. Pr 9:12; Ro 14:12; 1 Co 3:8 
we The one who is taught ®the 

word is to share all good things 
with the one who teaches him. 

7 ®Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatever a man sows, 
this he will also reap. 1 Co 6:9 

8 RFor the one who sows to his 
own flesh will from the flesh reap 
Rcorruption, but the one who sows to 
the Spirit will from the Spirit reap 
eternal life. Job 4:8; Ho 8:7; Ro 6:21 « 1 Co 15:42 

9 RLet us not lose heart in doing 
good, for in due time we will reap if 
we do not grow weary. 1 Co 15:58;2 Co 4:1 

10 So then, 8while we have oppor- 
tunity, let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are of the 
household of the faith. Pr 3:27; Jo 12:35 

11 See with what large letters I 
Tam writing to you ®with my own 
hand. Or have written 1 Co 16:21 

12 Those who desire 8to make a 
good showing in the flesh try to .com- 
pel you to be circumcised, simply so 
that they ®will not be persecuted for 
the cross of Christ. Ma 23:27f + Ac 15:1 ° Ga 5:11 

13 For those who fare circumcised 
do not even ®keep 'the Law them- 
selves, but they desire to have you cir- 
cumcised so that they may ®boast in 
your flesh. Ro 2:25 ¢ Or law * Ph 3:3 

14 But may it never be that I 
would boast, except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, *through 
which the world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world. Ga 2:20; Col 2:20 

15 For ®neither is circumcision 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creation. Ro 2:26, 28; 1 Co 7:19; Ga 5:6 
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16 And those who will walk 
by this rule, peace and mercy be 
upon them, and upon the Israel of 
God. 

17 From now on let no one cause 


trouble for me, for I bear on my body 
the brand-marks of Jesus. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be ®with your spirit, }brethren. 
Amen. 2 Ti 4:22 ¢ Ac 1:15; Ro 1:13; Ga 3:15; 4:12, 28, 31 


EPHESIANS 


Author: All internal and external evi- 
dence strongly supports the 
Pauline authorship of Eph- 
esians. In recent years, how- 
ever, critics have turned to 
internal grounds to challenge 
this unanimous ancient tradi- 
tion. It has been argued that 
the vocabulary and style are dif- 
ferent from other Pauline epis- 
tles, but this overlooks Paul’s 
flexibility under different cir- 
cumstances (as in Romans 
and 2 Corinthians). The theol- 
ogy of Ephesians in some 
ways reflects a later develop- 
ment, but this must be attrib- 
uted to Paul’s own growth and 
meditation on the church as 
the body of Christ. Ephesians 
was written during his first 
Roman imprisonment in a.p. 
60-62, perhaps around the 
same time as Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon. 


Time: c. A.D. 60-61 


The Blessings of Redemption 
Paul, San apostle of ®Christ Jesus 
Rby the will of God, 

To the ®saints who are fat Eph- 
esus and who are faithful in Christ 
Jesus: 2.Co 1:1 * Ro 8:1¢1Co 1:1 Ac 9:13 

2 ®Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Ro 1:7 

3 RBlessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiri- 
tual blessing in 8the heavenly places 

in Christ, 2. Co 1:3 ¢ Ep 1:20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12 

4 just as }He chose us in Him be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that 
we would be holy and blameless be- 

fore FHim. In love Ep 2:10; 2 Th 2:13f « Ma 25:34 

5 He ®predestined us to adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ to Him- 
self, according to the kind intention of 

His will, Ac 13:48; Ro 8:29f 


Key Verse: Ep 4:1-3 


Theme: Ephesians is like a grand land- 
scape whose subject is the 
whole world. Paul paints a 
richly textured picture of God’s 
plan to bless the world 
through Christ. God is bringing 
light to darkness, healing to 
brokenness and reconciliation 
to the separated. Central to 
this teaching is the role of the 
church in the world and the 
gifts God has given it. God will 
bring about these things 
through the church. Once we 
understand and believe all 
that God has done and is 
doing, it is our responsibility 
to obey and live in light of His 
actions. Paul gives us much 
more than the theory in Eph- 
esians. He makes critical con- 
nections between big picture 
theology and the practical im- 
plications for living the day-to- 
day Christian life. 


6 to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, which He freely bestowed 
on us in ®the Beloved. Ep 1:12, 14+ Ma 3:17 

7 ®In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the ®forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches 
of His grace Col 1:14 © Ac 2:38 

8 which He lavished on us. In all 
wisdom and insight 

9 He ®made known to us the 
mystery of His will, 8according to His 
kind intention which He purposed in 
Him Ro 11:25; Ep 3:3 © 1 Co 1:21; Ga 1:15 
a 10 with a view to an administra- 

> tion Tsuitable to the fullness of 
the times, that is, the summing up of 
all things in Christ, things Tin the 
heavens and things on the earth. In 
Him Lit of © Mk 1:15 ¢ Ep 3:15; Ph 2:9f; Col 1:16, 20 
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yw 11 also we ®have obtained an in- 
heritance, having been ®predes- 
tined according to His purpose who 
works all things after the counsel of 
His will, De 4:20: Ep 1:14; Tit 2:14 ¢ Ep 1:5 

12 to the end that we who were 
the first to hope in ‘Christ would be 
Rto the praise of His glory. Ep 1:6, 14 

13 In Him, you also, after listening 
to the message of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation—having also believed, 
you were sealed in Him with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, 

14 who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the re- 
demption of 8God’s own possession, 
to the praise of His glory. Ep lll 

15 For this reason I too, Shaving 
heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus 
which exists among you and fyour 
love for all the saints, Col 1:4; Phile 5 

16 ®do not cease giving thanks for 
you, ?while making mention of you in 
my prayers; Ro 1:8f; Col 1:9 ¢ Ro 1:9 

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
to you a spirit of wisdom and of reve- 
lation in the knowledge of Him. 

18 I pray that ®the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened, so that 
you will know what is the ®hope of 
His 8calling, what are the riches of 
the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, Ac 26:18; 2 Co 4:6; He 6:4 © Ep 4:4 « Ro 11:29 

19 and what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power toward us who 
believe. ®These are in accordance 
with the working of the 8strength of 
His might Ep 3:7; Col 1:29 ¢ Ep 6:10 

20 which He brought about in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the 
dead and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly places, Ac 2:24 

21 far above Rall rule and author- 
ity and power and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only 
in ®this age but also in the one to 
COME. Ma 28:18; Col 1:16 « Ph 2:9; Re 19:12 * Ma 12:32 

22 And He put all things in sub- 
jection under His feet, and gave Him 
as head over all things to the church, 

23 which is His body, the fullness 
of Him who fills all in all. Ep 4:10 


Made Alive in Christ 
ye And you were ®dead in your 
trespasses and Sins, Ep 2:5: Col 2:13 
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2 in which you ®formerly walked 
according to the course of this 
world, according to *the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is 
now working in the sons of disobedi- 
ence. 1 Co 6:11; Ep 2:3 © Ep 1:21 ¢ Jo 12:31; Ep 6:12 

3 Among them we too all 
Rformerly lived in "the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind, and were ®by 
nature children of wrath, even as the 
rest. Ep 2:2 ¢ Ga 5:16f 
y* 4 But God, being "rich in mercy, 

because of 8His great love with 
which He loved us, Ep 1:7 ¢ Jo 3:16 

5 even when we were &dead in 
our transgressions, made us alive to- 
gether fwith Christ @by grace you 
have been saved), Ep 2:1 Ac 15:11 

6 and ®raised us up with Him, 
and seated us with Him in the heav- 
enly places in Christ Jesus, Col 2:12 

7 so that in the ages to come He 
might show the surpassing ®riches of 
His grace in ®kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. Ro 2:4; Ep 1:7 « Tit 3:4 

8 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; Jo 4:10 

9 Rnot as a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. Ro 3:28; 2 Ti 1:9 

10 For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared before- 
hand so that we would walk in them. 

11 Therefore remember _ that 
Rformerly you, the Gentiles in the 
flesh, who are called “Uncircumci- 
sion” by the so-called “Circumcision,” 
which is performed in the flesh by 
human hands— Ep 2:2 © 1 Co 12:2; Ep 5:8 
yr 12 remember that you were at 

that time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and with- 
out God in the world. 

13 But now in ®Christ Jesus you 
who ®formerly were 8far off have 
been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. Ep 1:1; 2:6 © Ep 2:2 © Is 57:19; Ac 2:39; Ep 2:17 

14 For He Himself is Sour peace, 
who made both groups into one and 
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broke down the barrier of the dividing 
wall, Is 9:6; Ep 2:15; Col 3:15 

15 by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity, which is the Law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances, 


_ so that in Himself He might kmake the 
| two into one new man, thus establish- 


ing peace, ; Ga 3:28; Ep 2:10; Col 3:10, 11 
16 and might reconcile them 


_ both in Xone body to God through the 
by it having put to death the en- 
| mity. 


2 Co 5:18; Col 1:20, 22 © 1 Co 10:17; Ep 4:4 
17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED 


PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND 


PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 
18 for through Him we both 
have Xour access in Rone Spirit to 

Ro 5:2; Ep 3:12 © 1 Co 12:13; Ep 4:4 

19 So then you are no longer 

Rstrangers and aliens, but you are fel- 

low citizens with the saints, and are 

of God’s household, Ph 3:20; He 12:22f 
20 having been built on ®the foun- 


_ dation of the apostles and prophets, 


Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone, Ma 16:18; 1 Co 3:10; Re 21:14 

21 in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, is growing into 
1 Co 3:16f 

22 in whom you also are being 
Rpuilt together into a dwelling of God 
in the Spirit. 1 Co 3:9, 16; 2 Co 6:16 * Ep 3:17 


Paul’s Stewardship 
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner 
of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
RGentiles— 2. Co 1:6; Ep 3:13 * Ep 3:8 
2 if indeed you have heard of the 
stewardship of God’s grace which 


was given to me for you; 


3 that by revelation there was 
made known to me the mystery, as | 
wrote before in brief. = Ac 22:17, 21; 26:16ff 

4 By referring to this, when you 
read you can understand ®my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, 2.Co 11:6 

5 which in other generations was 
not made known to the sons of men, 
as it has now been revealed to His 
holy Rapostles and prophets ‘in the 
Spirit; 1 Co 12:28; Ep 2:20 ° Or by 
yw 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles 

are ®fellow heirs and ®fellow 
members of the body, and Rfellow par- 
takers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel, Ga 3:29 « Ep 2:16 * Ep 5:7 

7 of which I was made a minis- 
ter, according to the gift of God’s 
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grace which was given to me accord- 
ing to the working of His power. 

_ 8 To me, the very least of all 
saints, this grace was given, to preach 
to the Gentiles the pipeline 
riches of Christ, 

9 andto bring to light what i fe he 
administration of the mystery which 
for ages has been hidden in God eng 
created all things; 

10 so that the manifold yisdinal 
of God might now be ®made known 
through the church to the rulers and 
the authorities in "the heavenly 
places. Ro 11:33; 1 Co 2:7 ¢ Ep 1:23; 1 Pe 1:12 

11 This was in accordance with 
the eternal purpose which He 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

12 in whom we have boldness and 
Rconfident access through faith in 
Him. 2 Co 3:4; He 4:16; 10:19, 35; 1 Jo 2:28; 3:21 ¢ Ep 2:18 

13 Therefore I ask you not to lose 
heart at my tribulations on your be- 
half, for they are your glory. Ep 3:1 

14 For this reason I }bow my 
knees before the Father, —_Pn2:10 

15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name, 

16 that He would grant you, ac- 
cording to ®the riches of His glory, to 
be strengthened with power through 
His Spirit in the inner man, Ep 1:18;3:8 

17 so that ®Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; and that 
you, being rooted and ®grounded in 
love, Jo 14:23; Ro 8:9f; 2 Co 13:5; Ep 2:22 ¢ Col 1:23 

18 may be able to comprehend 
with Rall the ‘saints what is ®the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth, Ep 1:15 °V 8, note 1 ¢ Job 11:8f 
19 and to know &the love of Christ 
which ®surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be #filled up to all the ®fullness of 
God. Ro 8:35, 39 ¢ Ph 4:7 ¢ Col 2:10 ¢ Ep 1:23 

20 ®Now to Him who is able to do 
far more abundantly beyond all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power that works within us, Ro 16:25 

21 to Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all gen- 
erations forever and ever. Amen. 


Unity of the Spirit 

Therefore I, the prisoner of the 
yo Lord, implore you to walk ina 
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manner worthy of the calling with 
which you have been called, 

2 with all Shumility and gentle- 
ness, with patience, showing toler- 
ance for one another in love, col 3:12f 

3 being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the ®bond of 
peace. Col 3:14f 

4 There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as also you were called in 
one ®hope of your calling; Ep 1:18 

5 Rone Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism, 1Co 8:6 
6 one God and Father of all who 
is over all and through all and in all. 

7 But 8to each one of us ®grace 
was given according to the measure 
of Christ’s gift. 1.0 12:7, 11 « Ep 3:2 Ro 12:3 

8 Therefore it says, 

“WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, 
HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF 
CAPTIVES, 
AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.” 

9 (Now this expression, “He 8as- 
cended,” what does it mean except 
that He also had descended into ®the 
lower parts of the earth? 30 3:13 «Is 44:23 

10 He who descended is Himself 
also He who ascended ®far above all 
the heavens, so that He might fill all 
things.) Ep 1:20f; He 4:14; 7:26 ¢ Ep 1:23 

11 And He &§gave some as apos- 
tles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, Ep 4:8 ¢ Ac 21:8 

12 for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ; 

13 until we all attain to 8the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a mature man, to 
the measure of the stature which be- 
longs to the fullness of Christ. Ep 4:3,5 

14. As a result, we are ®no longer 
to be children, tossed here and there 
by waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, by X&craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; 1 Co 3:19; 2 Co 4:2: 11:3 

15 but speaking the truth 8in 
love, 'we are to ®grow up in all as- 
pects into Him who is the khead, even 
Christ, Ep 1:4 ¢ Or let us grow up ¢ Ep 2:21 ® Ep 1:22 

16 from whom &the whole body, 
being fitted and held together by 
what every joint supplies, according 
to the proper working of each indi- 
vidual part, causes the growth of the 
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body for the building up of itself ®in 
love. Ro 12:4f; Col 2:19 « Ep 1:4 


The Christian’s Walk 
17 ®So this I say, and affirm to- 
gether with the Lord, that you 
walk no longer just as the Gentiles 
also walk, in the &futility of their 
Mind, — Col2:4¢ Ro 1:21; Col 2:18; 1 Pe 1:18; 2 Pe 2:18 

18 being ®darkened in their un- 
derstanding, ®excluded from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that 
is in them, because of the hardness of 
their heart; Ro 1:21 © Ep 2:1, 12 

19 and they, having become cal- 
lous, have given themselves over to 
sensuality for the practice of every 
kind of impurity with greediness. 

20 But you did not Rlearn TChrist 
in this way, Ma 11:29 « Le. the Messiah 
e- 21 if indeed you have heard Him 

and have ®been taught in Him, 
just as truth is in Jesus, 

22 that, in reference to your for- 
mer manner of life, you lay aside the 
old self, which is being corrupted in 
accordance with the lusts of deceit, 

23 and that you be 8renewed in 
the spirit of your mind, Ro 12:2 

24 and ®put on the new self, which 
Rin the likeness of God has been cre- 
ated in righteousness and holiness of 
the truth. Ro 13:14 © Ep 2:10 

25 Therefore, laying aside false- 
hood, ®sPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you 
WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are mem- 
bers of one another. Ze 8:16: Ep 4:15: Col 3:9 

26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; 
do not let the sun go down on your 
angeYr, Ps 4:4 

27 and do not ®give the devil Tan 
opportunity. Ro 12:19; Jam 4:7 © Lit a place 
28 He who steals must steal no 
longer; but rather ®he must labor, 
performing with his own hands what 
is good, so that he will have some- 
thing to share with Tone who has 
need. Ac 20:35; 1 Co 4:12; Ga 6:10 © Lit the one 
29 Let no Sunwholesome word 
proceed from your mouth, but 
only such a word as is good for edifi- 
cation according to the need of the 
moment, so that it will give grace to 
those who hear. Ma 12:34; Ep 5:4; Col 3:8 

30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
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God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption. Lit in 

31 Let all bitterness and wrath 
and anger and clamor and slander be 
Rput away from you, along with all 
| malice. Ro 3:14; Col 3:8, 19 © Ep 4:22 ¢ 1 Pe 2:1 
___ 32 Be kind to one another, ten- 
der-hearted, forgiving each other, just 
as God in Christ also has forgiven 
| Fyou. 1 Co 13:4; Col 3:12f; 1 Pe 3:8 


| Be Imitators of God 

| Therefore be imitators of God, 
_ ¥% Jas beloved children; 

| 2 and walk in love, just as Christ 
also loved fyou and gave Himself up 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God as a fragrant aroma. 

3 But immorality Tor any impu- 
rity or greed must not even be named 
among you, as is proper among 
Tsaints; Col 3:5 ¢ Lit and all ¢ Or holy ones 

4 and there must be no Ffilthi- 
ness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, 
which 8are not fitting, but rather giv- 
ing of thanks. Ma 12:34; Ep 4:29; Col 3:8 « Ro 1:28 

5 For this you know with cer- 
tainty, that no immoral or impure per- 
son or covetous man, who is an 
idolater, has an inheritance in the 
kingdom 8of Christ and God. coi 1:13 

6 ®Let no one deceive you with 
empty words, for because of these 
things the wrath of God comes upon 
Rthe sons of disobedience. Col 2:8 « Ep 2:2 

7 Therefore do not be §partakers 
with them; Ep 3:6 
ee 8 for you were formerly dark- 

ness, but now you are Light in 
the Lord; walk as children of Light 

9 (for 8the fruit of the Light con- 
sists in all oodness and righteous- 
ness and truth), Ga 5:22 © Ro 15:14 

10 trying to learn what is pleas- 
ing to the Lord. Ro 12:2 

11 Do not participate in the un- 
fruitful 8deeds of darkness, but in- 
stead even expose them; Ro 13:12 

12 for it is disgraceful even to 
speak of the things which are done by 
them in secret. 

13 But all things become visible 
Rwhen they are Texposed by the light, 
for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Jo 3:20f ¢ Or reproved 

14 For this reason it says, 

“RAwake, sleeper, 
And arise from the dead, 
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And Christ will shine on 
YOU.” Is 26:19; 51:17: 52:1; 60:1; Ro 13:11 
15 Therefore "be careful how 
you walk, not ®as unwise men 
but as wise, Lit look carefully * Ep 5:2 * Col 4:5 
16 Rmaking the most of your time, 
because the days are evil. Col 4:5 
ye 17 So then do not be foolish, but 
Runderstand what the will of the 
Lord is. Ro 12:2; Col 1:9; 1 Th 4:3 
18 And do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is 8dissipation, but be 
Rfjlled with the Spirit, tit 1:6; 1 Pe 4:4 © Lk 1:15 
19 ®speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody 
with your heart to the Lord; Col 3:16 
20 always giving thanks for all 
things in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to God, even the Father; 
21 Rand be subject to one another 
in the fear of Christ. Ga 5:13; Ph 2:3: 1 Pe 5:5 


pee Like Christ and the 
Church 
ee 22 Wives, be subject to your 
own husbands, as to the Lord. 

23 For 8the husband is the head of 
the wife, as Christ also is the ®head of 
the church, He Himself being the Sav- 
ior of the body. 1 Co 11:3 ¢ Ep 1:22 

24 But as the church is subject to 
Christ, so also the wives ought to be 
to their husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ also loved the church and 
Rgave Himself up for her, Ep 5:2 

26 so that He might sanctify her, 
having ®cleansed her by the washing 
of water with the word, 2 Pe 1:9 

27 that He might ®present to Him- 
self the church in all her glory, having 
no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; 
but that she would be ®holy and 
blameless. 2 Co 4:14; 11:2; Col 1:22 © Ep 1:4 

28 So husbands ought also to 
Rlove their own wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his own wife 
loves himself; Ep 5:25, 33; 1 Pe 3:7 

29 for no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as Christ also does the church, 

30 because we are ®members of 
His ®body. 1 Co 6:15; 12:27 © Ep 1:23 


4:32 Two early mss readus %% 5:1-7 5:2 One 
earlymsreadsus 2% 5:8-12 %% 5:15 
7 STD 7" 5:22°33 
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31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN. SHALL 
LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND 
SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE 
TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 

32. This mystery is great; but I am 
speaking with reference to Christ and 
the church. 

33 Nevertheless, each individual 
among you also is to love his own 
wife even as himself, and the wife 
must see to it that she 8respects her 
husband. Ep 5:25, 28: 1 Pe 3:7 © 1 Pe 3:2, 5f 


Family Relationships 
Goa obey your parents in 
y* ‘Othe Lord, for this is right. 

2 RHONOR YOUR FATHER AND 
MOTHER (which is the first command- 
ment with a promise), Ex 20:12: De 5:16 

3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH 
YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON 
THE EARTH. 

4 Fathers, do not provoke your 
children to anger, but ®bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord. Ge 18:19; De 6:7; 11:19; Ps 78:4; Pr 22:6; 2 Ti 3:15 

5 Slaves, be obedient to those 
who are your masters according to 
the flesh, with 8fear and trembling, in 
the sincerity of your heart, as to 
Christ; Col 3:22; 1 Ti6:1; Tit 2:9 » 1 Co 2:3 * Ep 5:22 

6 Rnot by way of eyeservice, as 
Rmen-pleasers, but as Rslaves of 
Christ, .doing the will of God from the 
Theart.Col 3:22 ¢ Ga 1:10 © 1 Co 7:22 © Mk 3:35 « Lit soul 

7 With good will render service, 
Ras to the Lord, and not to men, co13:23 

8 ®knowing that whatever good 
thing each one does, this he will re- 
ceive back from the Lord, ®whether 
slave or free. Col 3:24 © 1 Co 12:13; Col 3:11 

9 And masters, do the same 
things to them, and ®give up threaten- 
ing, knowing that both their Master 
and yours is in heaven, and there is 
no partiality with Him. Le 25:43 


The Armor of God 
yw 10 Finally, ®be strong in the 
__ Lord and in the strength of His 
might. 1 Co 16:13; 2 Ti 2:1 ¢ Ep 1:19 
11 Put on the full armor of God, so 
that you will be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil. 
12 For our struggle is not against 
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flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of wickedness. in 
the heavenly places. - . 

13 Therefore, take up the full 
armor of God, so that you will be able 
to resist in the evil day, and having 
done everything, to stand firm.» Ep 6:11 

14 Stand firm therefore, SHAVING 
GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and 
HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, Is 11:5; Lk 12:35; 1 Pe 1:13 

15 and having ®shod YOUR .FEET 
WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL 
OF PEACE; Is 52:7; Ro 10:15 

16 Tin addition to all, taking up the 
Rshield of faith with which you will be 
able to extinguish all the flaming ar- 
rows of the evil one. Lit in all © 1 Th 5:8 

17. And take 8THE HELMET OF SAL- 
VATION, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. Is 59:17 

18 'With all 8prayer and petition 
pray at all times in the Spirit, and with 
this in view, be on the alert with all 
Rperseverance and petition for all the 
saints, Ph 4:6 Ac 1:14¢1 Ti2:1 

19 and 8pray on my behalf, that 
utterance may be given to me Rin the 
opening of my mouth, to make known 
with ®boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, Col 4:3; 1 Th 5:25 ¢ 2 Co 6:11 © 2 Co 3:12 

20 for which I am an ambassador 
in chains; that "in proclaiming it I 
may speak ®boldly, 8as I ought to 
speak. 2 Co 5:20; Phile 9 © 2 Co 3:12 ¢ Col 4:4 

21 But that you also may know 
about my circumstances, how I am 
doing, Tychicus, ®the beloved brother 
and faithful minister in the Lord, will 
make everything known to you. coi 4:7 

22 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, so that you may know 
about us, and that he may ®comfort 
your hearts. Col 4:8 ¢ Col 2:2; 4:8 

23 Peace be to the brethren, and 
Rlove with faith, from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Ga5:6: 15:8 

24 Grace be with all those who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ ™with in- 
corruptible love. Lit in incorruption 
Y% 6:1-4 2% 6:10-20 6:20 Two early mss read I 
may speak it boldly 


PHILIPPIANS 


Author: The external and internal evi- 
dence for the Pauline author- 
ship of Philippians is very 
strong, and there is scarcely 
any doubt that anyone but 
Paul wrote it. Paul’s “Mace- 
donian Call” in Troas during 
his second missionary journey 
led to his ministry in Philippi 
with the conversion of Lydia 
and others. Internal evidence 
suggests that the epistle was 
written from Rome (1:3; 
4:22), although some com- 
mentators argue for Caesarea 
or Ephesus. It seems that dur- 
ing the writing of this letter 
Paul’s life was at stake, and 
he was evidently awaiting the 
verdict of the Imperial Court 
(2:20-26). 


Time: C. A.D. 62 


Thanksgiving 
* te and ® Timothy, bond-servants 
of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus 
who are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons: 2Col:1°Ac16:1 

2 ®Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord 7s 
Christ. 01:7 

3 8] thank my God in all ts re- 
membrance of you, Ro 1:8 

4 always offering prayer with joy 
in Rmy. every prayer for you all, Ro19 

5 in view of your Rparticipation 
in the ®gospel from the first day until 
now. Ac 2:42; Ph 4:15 
wD 6 For I am confident of this very 

> thing, that He who began a good 
work in you will perfect it until ®the 
day of Christ Jesus. 1 Co 1:8; Ph 1:10; 2:16 

7 For it is only right for me to 
feel this way about you all, because I 
Rhave you in my heart, since both in 
my imprisonment and in the ®de- 
fense and confirmation of the gospel, 


Key Verse: Ph 4:4-7 


Theme: Even though Paul probably 
wrote this letter while impris- 
oned in Rome, the letter is 
often called the Epistle of Joy. 
It gives us valuable insight into 
key areas of the Christian life 
by helping us to understand 
how we should identify with 
Christ in a variety of circum- 
stances. We gain some insight 
into what Christian relation- 
ships should look like and 
what the content of our 
prayers for each other should 
be. Philippians also provides 
great insight in setting spiri- 
tual direction and determining 
practical priorities. Christians 
desiring to mature in the Lord 
will return to study it often. 


you all are partakers of grace with 
iC; Lit 2 Pe 1:13 © 2 Co 7:3 ¢ Ph 1:16 
8 For 8God is my witness, how I 
long for you all with the Taffection of 
RChrist Jesus. Ro 1:9 « Lit inward parts ¢ Ga 3:26 
ofa 9 And this I pray, that Syour love 
may abound still more and more 

in 8real knowledge and all discern- 
ment, 1 Th 3:12 ¢ Col 1:9 
10 so that you may ®approve the 
things that are excellent, in order to 
be sincere and blameless until ®the 
day of Christ; Ro 2:18 © 1 Co 1:8; Ph 1:6: 2:16 
11 having been filled with the 
Rfruit of righteousness which comes 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God. Jam 3:18 


The Gospel Is Preached 

12 Now I want you to know, 
brethren, that my circumstances 
Rhave turned out for the greater 
progress of the gospel, Lk 21:13 


% 13-4 1:6 % 1:9-10 
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13 so that my imprisonment in the 
cause of Christ has become well 
known throughout the whole Fpraeto- 
rian guard and to everyone else, 

14 and that most of the brethren, 
trusting in the Lord because of my im- 
prisonment, have ®far more courage 
to speak the word of God without 
fear. Ac 4:31; 2 Co 3:12; 7:4; Ph 1:20 

15 8Some, to be sure, are preach- 
ing Christ even from envy and strife, 
but some also from good will; 2¢o 11:13 

16 the latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am appointed for the 
defense of the gospel; 

17 the former proclaim Christ out 
of selfish ambition rather than from 
pure motives, thinking to cause me 
distress in my imprisonment. 

18 What then? Only that in every 
way, whether in pretense or in truth, 
Christ is proclaimed; and in this I re- 
joice. 

Yes, and I will rejoice, 

19 for I know that this will turn 
out for my deliverance ®through your 
prayers and the provision of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, — 2.co 1:11 ¢ Ac 16:7 

20 according to my earnest expec- 
tation and hope, that I will not be put 
to shame in anything, but that with 
all boldness, Christ will even now, as 
always, be exalted in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 


To Live Is Christ 
wv 21 For to me, 8to live is Christ 
and to die is gain. Ga 2:20 
22 But if I am to live on in the 
flesh, this will mean 8fruitful labor for 
me; and I do not know ‘which to 
choose. Ro 1:13 * Lit what I shall choose 
23 But I am hard-pressed from 
both directions, having the ®desire to 
depart and &be with Christ, for that is 
very much. better; 2.60 5:8:2 T1.4:6 « Jo 12:26 
24 yet to remain on in the flesh is 
more necessary for your sake. 
25 Convinced of this, I know that 
I will remain and continue with you 
all for your progress and joy “in the 
faith, Ph 2:24 © Lit of 
_ 26 so that your proud confidence 
in me may abound in Christ Jesus 
through my coming to you again. 
y* 27 Only conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see 
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you or remain absent, I will hear of 
you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel; 

28 in no way alarmed by your op- 
ponents—which is a ®sign of destruc- 
tion for them, but of salvation for you, 
and that too, from God. 27h 1:5 

29 For to you Rit has been granted 
for Christ’s sake, not only to believe 
in Him, but also to 8suffer for His 
sake, Ma 5:11, 12 ¢ Ac 14:22 

30 experiencing the same conflict 
which ®you saw in me, and now hear 
to be in me. Ac 16:19-40; Ph 1:13 


Be Like Christ 

Therefore if there is any en- 
70 couragement in Christ, if there 
is any consolation of love, if there is 
any ®fellowship of the Spirit, if any af- 
fection and compassion, 2 Co 13:14 
2 make my joy complete by ®be- 
ing of the same mind, maintaining the 
same love, united in spirit, intent on 
one purpose. Jo 3:29 ¢ Ro 12:16; Ph 4:2 
3 Do nothing from 8selfishness 
or empty conceit, but with humility of 
mind regard one another as more im- 
portant than yourselves; + Ro 2:8: Ph 1:17 
4 ®do not merely look out for 
your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others. Ro 15:1f 
5 RHave this attitude Tin your- 
selves which was also in ®Christ 
Jesus, Ma 11:29; Ro 15:3 © Or among ® Ph 1:1 
6 who, although He existed in 
the ®form of God, ®did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, Jo 1:1 ¢ 2 Co 4:4 ¢ Jo 5:18; 10:33; 14:28 
7 but "emptied Himself, taking 
the form of a bond-servant, and being 

made in the likeness of men. 
8 Being found in appearance as 
a man, "He humbled Himself by be- 
coming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 2 Co 8:9 
_9 ®For this reason also, God 
‘highly exalted Him, and bestowed on 
Him "the name which is above every 
name, He 1:9 ¢ Ma 28:18; Ac 2:33; He 2:9 ¢ Ep 1:21 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
REVERY KNEE WILL Bow, of ®those who 


1:13 Or governor’s palace 2* 1:21. 8* 4:27 
Y 0:14) YA 2:5-11 2:7 Les laid‘aside His 
privileges 
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are in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, Is 45:23; Ro 14:11 ¢ Ep 1:10 
11 and that every tongue will con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
12 So then, my beloved, 8just as 
you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling; Ph 1:5, 6; 4:15 
13 for it is §God who is at work in 
you, both to will and to work for His 
good pleasure. Ro 12:3: 1 Co 12:6; 15:10; He 13:21 
| a 14 Do all things without 'grum- 
| bling or disputing; 1 Co 10:10; 1 Pe 4:9 
15 so that you will prove your- 
selves to be blameless and innocent, 
‘children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse gen- 
eration, among whom you Rappear as 
lights in the world, Ma 5:14-16 
16 holding fast the word of life, so 
_ that in ®the day of Christ I will have 
' reason to glory because I did not 8run 
in vain nor toil in vain. Ph 1:6 ¢ Ga 2:2 
17 But even if I am being poured 
| out as a drink offering upon the sacri- 
fice and service of your faith, I rejoice 
and share my joy with you all. 
18 You too, I urge you, rejoice in 
the same way and share your joy with 
me. 


_ Timothy and Epaphroditus 

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to 
Rgend ® Timothy to you shortly, so that 
| I also may be encouraged when I 
learn of your condition. — Ph2:23¢ Ph 1:1 
20 For I have no one else ®of kin- 
_ dred spirit who will genuinely be con- 
| cerned for your welfare. 1 Co 16:10; 2 Ti 3:10 
21 For they all seek after their 
' own interests, not those of Christ 
Jesus. 1 Co 10:24; 13:5; Ph 2:4 
| 22 But you know ®of his proven 
| worth, that he served with me in the 
furtherance of the gospel ®like a child 
serving his father. — Ro 5:4; Ac 16:2 © 1 Co 4:17 
23 ®Therefore I hope to send him 
immediately, as soon as I see how 

things go with me; Ph 2:19 

} 24 and I trust in the Lord that I 
_ myself also will be coming shortly. 
25 But I thought it necessary to 
_ send to you Epaphroditus, my brother 
and fellow worker and fellow soldier, 
' who is also your messenger and min- 
_ ister to my need; 
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26 because he was longing ffor 
you all and was distressed because 
you had heard that he was sick. 

27 For indeed he was sick to the 
point of death, but God had mercy on 
him, and not on him only but also on 
me, so that I would not have sorrow 
upon sorrow. 

28 Therefore I have sent him all 
the more eagerly so that when you see 
him again you may rejoice and I may 
be less concerned about you. 

_29 Receive him then in the Lord 
with all joy, and Rhold men like him 
in high regard; Ro 16:2 © 1 Co 16:18 

30 because he came close to death 
Rfor the work of Christ, risking his life 
to complete what was deficient in 
your service to me. Ac 20:24 


The Goal of Life 
Finally, my brethren, ®rejoice in the 
Lord. To write the same things 
again is no trouble to me, and itis a 
safeguard for you. Ph 2:18; 4:4 

2 Beware of the ®dogs, beware of 
the evil workers, beware of the false 
circumcision; Ps 22:16, 20; Ga 5:15; Re 22:15 

3 for we are the true circumci- 
sion, who ®worship in the Spirit of 
God and glory in Christ Jesus and put 
no confidence in the flesh, Ga 5:25 

4 although ®I myself might have 
confidence even in the flesh. If any- 
one else has a mind to put confidence 
in the flesh, I far more: 2 Co 5:16; 11:18 

5 Rcircumcised the eighth day, of 
the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as 
to the Law, a Pharisee; Lk 1:59 ¢ Ro 11:1 

6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to the righteousness which 
is in the Law, found blameless. 

7 But whatever things were gain 
to me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. Lk 14:33 
y* 8 More than that, I count all 

things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing ®Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suf- 
fered the loss of all things, and count 
them but rubbish so that I may gain 
Christ, Ro 8:39; Ph lil; 3:12 

9 and may be found in Him, not 
having 8a righteousness of my own 


Y%* 214-16 2:26 One early ms reads to see you all 
% 3:8-9 
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derived from the Law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the right- 
eousness which comes from God on 
the basis of faith, Ro 10:5; Ph 3:6 

10 that I may know Him and &the 
power of His resurrection and ®the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death; — R065 Ro 8:17 

11 in order that I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already ob- 
tained it or have already become per- 
fect, but I press on so that I may lay 
hold of that for which also I was laid 
hold of by Christ Jesus. 

a 13 Brethren, I do not regard my- 

self as having laid hold of it yet: 
but one thing I do: ®forgetting what 
lies behind and reaching forward to 
what lies ahead, Lk 9:62 

14 I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in 
RChrist Jesus. Ro 8:28; 11:29; 2 Ti 1:9 © Ph 3:3 

15 Let us therefore, as many as 
are perfect, have this attitude; and if 
in anything you have a different atti- 
tude, God will reveal that also to you; 

16 however, let us keep ®living by 
that same standard to which we have 
attained. Ga 6:16 

17 Brethren, §join in following my 
example, and observe those who walk 
according to the ®pattern you have in 
US. 1 Co 4:16; 11:1; Ph 4:9 © 1 Pe 5:3 

18 For kmany walk, of whom I 
often told you, and now tell you 
even §weeping, that they are enemies 
of the cross of Christ, 2c 11:13 « Ac 20:31 

19 whose end is destruction, 
whose god is their appetite, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who set 
their minds on earthly things. 

20 For Rour citizenship is in 
heaven, from which also we eagerly 
Rwait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; Ep 2:19: Ph 1:27; Col 3:1; He 12:22 © 1 Co 1:7 

21 who will transform the body of 
our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion 
of the power that He has even to sub- 
ject all things to Himself. 


Think of Excellence 

a bale my beloved brethren 
whom I ®long to see, my joy and 

crown, in this way &stand firm in the 

Lord, my beloved. ph 1:86 1Co 16:13: Ph 1:27 
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2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syn- 
tyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 
3 Indeed, true companion, I ask 
you also to help these women who 
have shared my struggle in the cause 
of the gospel, together with Clement 
also and the rest of my ®fellow work- 
ers, whose knames are in the book of 
life. Ph 2:25 © Lk 10:20 
4 ®Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice! Ph 3:1 
5 Let your gentle spirit be known 
to all men. The Lord is near. or at hana 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. - Ma 6:25 
7 And &the peace of God, which 
surpasses all comprehension, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. Is 26:3; Jo 14:27; Ph 4:9; Col 3:15 
8 Finally, brethren, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 
there is any excellence and if any- 
thing worthy of praise, dwell on these 
things. Ro 14:18; 1 Pe 2:12 
9 The things you have learned 
and received and heard and seen 8in 
me, practice these things, and the God 
of peace will be with you. Ph 3:17 


God’s Provisions 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord 
greatly, that now at last 8you have re- 
vived your concern for me; indeed, 
you were concerned before, but you 
lacked opportunity. 2 Co 11:9; Ph 2:30 

11 Not that I speak from want, for 
I have learned to be content in what- 
ever circumstances I am. 

12 I know how to get along with 
humble means, and I also know how 
to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the se- 
cret of being filled and going hungry, 
both of having abundance and &suf- 
fering need. 1Co 4:11 © 2 Co 11:9 

_13 I can do all things ‘through 
Him who strengthens me. Lit in 

14 Nevertheless, you have done 
well to 8share with me in my afflic- 
tion. He 10:33: Re 1:9 

15 You yourselves also know, 
Philippians, that at the ®first preach- 


Y 313-14 % 3:18-21 2 aa214 
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ing of the gospel, after I left 3Macedo- 
nia, no church ®shared with me in the 


matter of giving and receiving but you . 


, alone; Ph 1:5 © Ro 15:26 ® 2 Co 11:9 

16 for even in ®Thessalonica you 
sent a gift more than once for my 
needs. Ac 17:1; 1 Th 2:9 

17 RNot that I seek the gift itself, 
but I seek for the profit which in- 
creases to your account. 1 Co 9:11f; 2 Co 9:5 

18 But I have received everything 
' in full and have an abundance; I am 
| amply supplied, having received from 
_ Epaphroditus what you have sent, a 
_ fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacri- 
_ fice, well-pleasing to God. 
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wy 19 And my God will supply all 
your needs according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 2co09:8 
' aN 20Now to 8our God and Father 
>be the glory "forever and ever. 
Amen.  Gal:4¢Ro11:36¢ Lit to the ages of the ages 
21 Greet every ‘saint in Christ 
Jesus. The brethren who are with me 
greet you. Or holy one ¢ Ga 1:2 
22 All the saints greet you, espe- 
cially those of Caesar’s household. 
23 ®The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. Ro 16:20 


Y% 4:19 wW 4:20 


COLOSSIANS 


Author: The external testimony to the 
Pauline authorship of Colos- 
sians is ancient and con- 
sistent, and the internal evi- 
dence is also very good. It not 
only claims to be written by 
Paul (1:1,23; 4:18), but the 
personal details and close 
parallels with Ephesians and 
Philemon make the case even 
stronger. It is evident from 
1:4-8 and 2:1 that Paul had 
never visited the church at 
Colossae, which was founded 
by Epaphras. On his third mis- 
sionary journey, Paul devoted 
almost three years to an Asian 
ministry centered in Ephesus 
(Ac 19:10; 20:31), and Epa- 
phras probably came to Christ 
during this time. He then car- 
ried the gospel to cities like 
Colossae in the Lycus valley. 
Epaphras visited Paul in prison 
(4:12) and his report concern- 
ing the church in Colossae 
prompted this epistle. 


Time: C. A.D. 60-61 


Thankfulness for Spiritual 
Attainments 

| bee Ran apostle of Jesus Christ 
Xby the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, Ph 1:1¢2Col:l¢1Co ll 
2 To the 8saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ who are at Colos- 
sae: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father. Ac 9:13 © Ro 1:7 
y* 3 We give thanks to God, "the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, Ro 15:6:2.Co1:3 
4 since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and the 8love which you 
have for all the saints; Ep 1:15 © Ga 5:6 
5 because of the ®hope laid up 
for you in heaven, of which you previ- 
ously ®heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel Ac 23:6 © 2 Ti 4:8 © Ep 1:13 
6 which has come to you, just as 


Key Verse: Col 2:9-10 


Theme: | The problem of the Colossian 
church was similar to what we 
experience in many churches 
today. This is often called syn- 
cretism, the tendency to re- 
gard other philosophies and 
religions as equally valid as 
Christianity. The people in 
Colossae wanted to believe 
Christian truth, but they also 
wanted to hang on to their 
old beliefs as well by blending 
them with the gospel. . . 
Paul’s purpose in this letter is 
to settle for once and for ail 
the issue of Christ’s centrality 
and supremacy. He writes to 
restore Jesus, the Messiah, to 
the center of these believers’ 
lives. Here we can see Paul’s 
unwavering confidence in the 
incomparability of Christ, as it 
has completely shaped his 
views on all of life. He writes 
to introduce the Colossians to 
this same vision. 


in all the world also it is constantly 
bearing ®fruit and increasing, even as 
it has been doing in you also since the 
day you heard of it and understood 
the grace of God in truth; Ro 1:13 
7 just as you learned it from 
REpaphras, our ®beloved fellow bond- 
servant, who is a faithful servant of 
Christ on our behalf, Col 4:12 © Col 4:7 
8 and he also informed us of 
your Rlove in the Spirit. Ro 15:30 
y* 9 For this reason also, ®since the 
day we heard of it, }we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that 
you may be filled with the knowledge 
of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, Col 1:4 Ep 1:16 
10 so that you will ®walk in a man- 
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ner worthy of the Lord, to please 

Him in all respects, bearing fruit in 
| every good work and increasing in 
_ the knowledge of God; Ep 4:1 © Ep 5:10 
11 8strengthened with all power, 
| according to His glorious might, for 
| the attaining of all steadfastness and 
| patience; ®joyously 1 Co 16:13 + Ep 4:2 
12 giving thanks to the Father, 
| who has qualified us to share in the 


}) inheritance of the saints in Light. 


The Incomparable Christ 

- 13 ‘For He rescued us from the 
| Rdomain of darkness, and transferred 
us to the kingdom of His beloved 
Son, Lit Who rescued * Ep 6:12 * Ep 1:6 

14 Rin whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. Ro 3:24 

15 Heis the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16 For 8by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or au- 
thorities—all things have been cre- 
ated through Him and for Him. £p1:10 

17 He &is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. Jo 1:1; 8:58 

18 Heis also ®head of the body, 
the church; and He is ®the begin- 
ning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that He Himself will come to have 
first place in everything:  £p 1.22 Re 3:14 

19 For it was ®the Father’s good 
pleasure for all the ‘fullness to dwell 
in Him, Ep 1:5 © Jo 1:16 « Le. fullness of deity 

20 and through Him to reconcile 
all things to Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross; 
through Him, I say, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven. 

21 And although you were for- 
merly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds, 

22. yet He has now ®reconciled you 
in His fleshly ®body through death, in 
order to ®present you before Him holy 
and blameless and beyond re- 
proach—2 Co 5:18; Ep 2:16 * Ro 7:4 ¢ Ep 5:27; Col 1:28 

23 if indeed you continue in the 
faith firmly established and steadfast, 
and not moved away from the ®hope 
of the gospel that you have heard, 
which was proclaimed in all creation 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 
was made a minister. Col 1:5 

24 Now] rejoice in my sufferings 
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for your sake, and in my flesh I do my 
share on behalf of His body, which is 
the church, in filling up what is lack- 
ing in Christ’s afflictions. 

25 ROf this church 1 was made a 
minister according to the ®steward- 
ship from God bestowed on me for 
your benefit, so that I might fully 
carry out the preaching of the word of 

od, Col 1:23 « Lit became ® Ep 3:2 

26 that is, the mystery which has 
been hidden from the past ages and 
generations, but has now been mani- 
fested to His ‘saints, 

27 to whom &8God willed to make 
known what is 8the riches of the glory 
of this mystery among the Gentiles, 
which is ®Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. Ma 13:11 ¢ Ep 1:7, 18; 3:16 © Ro 8:10 ¢ 1 Ti 1:1 

28 We proclaim Him, 8admonish- 
ing every man and teaching every 
man ‘with all 8wisdom, so that we 
may present every man complete in 
Christ. Ac 20:31; Col 3:16 « Lit in 1 Co 2:6f; Col 2:3 

29 For this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, 
which mightily works within me. 


You Are Built Up in Christ 
For I want you to know how great a 
Rgtruggle I have on your behalf and 
for those who are at ®Laodicea, and 
for all those who have not personally 
seen my face, Col 1:29; 4:12 © Col 4:13, 15f; Re 1:11 
y* 2 that their hearts may be en- 
couraged, having been ®knit to- 
gether in love, and attaining to all the 
wealth that comes from the full assur- 
ance of understanding, resulting in a 
Rtrue knowledge of God’s mystery, 
that is, Christ Himself, col 2:19 « Ma 13:11 
3 in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
4 8] say this so that no one will 
delude you with ®persuasive argu- 
ment. Ep 4:17 © Ro 16:18 
5 For even though I am 8absent 
in body, nevertheless I am with you in 
spirit, rejoicing to see your *good dis- 
cipline and the &stability of your faith 
in Christ. 1 Co 5:3 1 Co 14:40 © 1 Pe 5:9 
6 Therefore as you have received 
RChrist Jesus the Lord, so ®walk in 
i Ga 3:26 « Col 1:10 
I having been firmly Rrooted and 
now being ®built up in Him and es- 
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tablished "in your faith, just as you 
were instructed, and overflowing with 
gratitude. Ep 3:17 ¢ 1 Co 3:9; Ep 2:20 
wy 8 See to it that no one takes you 
captive through philosophy and 
empty deception, according to the tra- 
dition of men, according to the ele- 
mentary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ. 
9 For in Him all the fullness of 
Deity dwells in bodily form, 

10 and in Him you have been 
Rmade complete, and He is the head 
over all rule and authority; Ep 3:19 

11 and in Him you were also cir- 
cumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the removal of "the 
body of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ; Ro 6:6; 7:24; Ga 5:24; Col 3:5 
wy 12 having been buried with 

Him in baptism, in which you 
were also raised up with Him through 
faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead. Ro 6:4f 

13 When you were &dead Tin your 
transgressions and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, He made you alive to- 
gether with Him, having forgiven us all 
our transgressions, — Ep 2:1 Ep 2:5: Col 2:12 

14 having canceled out the certifi- 
cate of debt consisting of decrees 
against us, which was hostile to us; 
and ®He has taken it out of the way, 
having nailed itto the cross. 1 pe 2:24 

15 When He had ®disarmed the 
Rrulers and authorities, He 
made a public display of them, hav- 
ing triumphed over them through 
Him. Ep 4:8 ¢ Jo 12:31; 1 Co 15:24; Ep 3:10; Col 2:10 

16 Therefore no one is to act as 
your judge in regard to food or drink 
or in respect to a festival or a new 
moon or a Sabbath day— 

17 things which are 8a mere 
shadow of what is to come; but the 
substance belongs to Christ. He s8:5: 10:1 

18 Let no one keep defrauding 
you of your prize by ®delighting in 
self-abasement and the worship of the 
angels, taking his stand on visions he 
has seen, inflated without cause by 
his fleshly mind, Col 2:23 

19 and not holding fast to ®the 
head, from whom the entire body, 
being supplied and held together by 
the joints and ligaments, grows with a 
growth which is from God. Ep 1:22 

20 ®If you have died with Christ to 
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the Relementary principles of the 
world, ®why, as if you were living in 
the world, do you submit yourself to 
decrees, such as, Ro 6:2 © Col 2:8 © Ga 4:9 

21 “Do not handle, do not taste, do 
not touch!” tg 

22 (which all refer to things des- 
tined to perish with use)—in accor- 
dance with the commandments and 
teachings of men? 1s 29:13; Ma 15:9; Tit 1:14 

23 These are matters which have, 
to be sure, the appearance of wisdom 
in self-made religion and self-abase- 
ment and ®severe treatment of the 
body, but are of no value against 
Rfleshly indulgence. 17) 4:3 « Ro 13:14; 1 Ti 4:8 


Put On the New Self 

Therefore if you have been 
wr Rraised up with Christ, keep 
seeking the things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. Col 2:12 ¢ Ps 110:1; Mk 16:19 

2 ®Set your mind on the things 
above, not on the things that are on 
earth. Ma 16:23; Ph 3:19, 20 

3 For you have died and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God. 

F aN 4 When Christ, who is our life, is 
7 revealed, then you also will be re- 
vealed with Him in glory. 

5 ®Therefore consider 'the mem- 

bers of your earthly body as dead 
to immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry. Ro 8:13 © Col 2:11 ¢ Lit is 

6 For it is because of these things 
that the wrath of God will come Fupon 
the sons of disobedience, 

7 and ®in them you also once 
walked, when you were living Tin 
them. Ep 2:2 ¢ Or among these 
w* 8 But now you also, 8put them 

all aside: Sanger, wrath, malice, 
Slander, and abusive speech from 
your mouth. Ep 4:22 © Ep 4:31 « Ep 4:29 
_ 9 ®Do not lie to one another, 
since you ®laid aside the old self with 
its evil practices, Ep 4:25 © Ep 4:22 
10 and have "put on the new self 
who is being renewed to a true knowl- 
edge according to the image of the 
One who created him— Ep 4:24 


2:70rby * 2:-10 % 2:12:13 % 2:15 
Y 31-3 W34 ¥ 35-6 3:6 Two early mss 
do not contain upon the sons of disobedience 
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11 a renewal in which there is no 
distinction between Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, Fhar- 
barian, Scythian, slave and freeman, 
but Christ is all, and in all. 
yr 12. So, as those who have been 

Rchosen of ‘God, holy and 
beloved, put on a heart of compas- 
sion, kindness, Rhumility, gentleness 
and patience; Lk 18:7 Ep 4:24 e Ep 4:2: Ph 2:3 

13 bearing with one another, and 
forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the 
Lord forgave you, so also should you. 

14 Beyond all these things put on 
love, which is ®the perfect bond of 
Runity. Ep 4:3 ¢ Jo 17:23: He 6:1 
15 Let 8the peace of Christ Trule 
in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in Rone body; and be 
thankful. Jo 14:27 ¢ Or act as arbiter ¢ Ep 2:16 

16 Let the word of Christ richly 
dwell within you, with all wisdom 
Rteaching and admonishing one an- 
other with psalms and hymns and 
Spiritual songs, singing with thank- 
fulness in your hearts to God. oi 1.28 
17 RWhatever you do in word or 

deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, ®giving thanks through Him to 
God the Father. — 1 Co 10:31 ¢ Ep 5:20; Col 3:15 


Family Relations 

18 Wives, be subject to your hus- 

bands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
19 Husbands, love your wives 
ew do not be embittered against 
Ep 525; 1 Pe 3:7 
30 RChildren, be obedient to your 
parents in all things, for this is 
well-pleasing 'to the Lord. — Ep6:1 «Lit in 
21 ®Fathers, do not exasperate 
your children, so that they will not 
lose heart. Ep 6:4 
22 Slaves, in all things obey those 
who are your masters on earth, ®not 
with external service, as those who 
merely please men, but with sincerity 
of heart, fearing the Lord. £&p6:5+kEp66 
23 Whatever you do, do your work 
Theartily, 8as for the Lord ‘rather than 
for men, Lit from the soul ¢ Ep 6:7 ¢ Lit and not 
24 knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the reward of ®the in- 
heritance. It is the Lord Christ whom 
you serve. Ep 6:8 * Ac 20:32: 1 Pe 1:4 
25 For 8he who does wrong will 
receive the consequences of the 
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wrong which he has done, and that 
without partiality. © | Ep 6:8 


Fellow Workers 
Masters, grant to your slaves jus- 
tice and fairness, knowing that 
you too have a Master in heaven. Ep 6:9 

2 ®Devote yourselves to prayer, 
keeping alert in it with an attitude of 
thanksgiving; > Ac 1:14; Ep 6:18 

3 praying at the same time for us 
as well, that God will open up to us a 
door for the word, so that we may 
speak forth ®the mystery of Christ, for 
which I have also been imprisoned; 

4 that I may make it clear ®in the 
way | ought to speak. Ep 6:20 

5 Conduct yourselves with wis- 
dom toward outsiders, making 
the most of the opportunity. 

6 RLet your speech always be 
with grace, as though seasoned with 
salt, so that you will know how you 
should respond to each person. £p 4:29 

7 As to all my affairs, Tychicus, 
our beloved brother and faithful ser- 
vant and fellow bond-servant in the 
Lord, will bring you information. 

8 RFor I have sent him to you for 
this very purpose, that you may know 
about our circumstances and that he 
may encourage your hearts; Ep 6:22 

9 and with him Onesimus, our 
faithful and beloved brother, who is 
one of your number. They will inform 
you about the whole situation here. 

10 Aristarchus, my ®fellow pris- 
oner, sends you his greetings; and 
also Barnabas’s cousin Mark (about 
whom you received instructions; if he 
comes to you, welcome him); Ro 16:7 

11 and also Jesus who is called 
Justus; these are the only "fellow 
workers for the kingdom of God ®who 
are from the circumcision, and they 
have proved to be an encouragement 
to me. Ro 16:3 ¢ Ac 11:2 

12 ®Epaphras, ®who is one of your 
number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, 
sends you his greetings, always *la- 
boring earnestly for you in his 
prayers, that you may stand perfect 
and fully assured in all the will of 
God. Col 1:7; Phile 23 * Col 4:9 * Ro 15:30 ¢ Col 1:28 


3:11 Le. those who were not Greeks, either by birth 
orby culture 2% 3:12-17 3:16 One early ms 
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13 For I testify for him that he has 
a deep concern for you and for those 
who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis. 
14 Luke, the beloved physician, 
sends you his greetings, and also ®De- 
mas. 2 Ti 4:11; Phile 24 ¢ 2 Ti 4:10; Phile 24 
15 Greet the brethren who are in 
Laodicea and also FNympha and &the 
church that is in her house. Ro 16:5 
16 8When this letter is read 
among you, have it also read in the 
church of the Laodiceans; and you, 
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for your part read my letter that is 
coming from Laodicea. 1 1h5:27;2 Th 3:14 

17 Say to 8Archippus, “Take heed 
to the ®ministry which you have re- 
ceived in the Lord, that you may ‘ful- 
fill it.” Phile 2 © 2 Ti 4:5 ¢ Or continually fulfill 

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. Remember my impris- 
onment. Grace be with you. 


4:15 Or Nymphas (masc) 


I THESSALONIANS 


Author: First Thessalonians went un- 
challenged as a Pauline Epistle 
until the nineteenth century, 
when radical critics claimed 
that its lack of doctrinal con- 
tent made its authenticity 
suspect. But this is a weak ob- 
jection on two counts: (1) the 
proportion of doctrinal teaching 
in Paul’s Epistles varies widely, 
and (2) 4:13-5:11 is a foun- 
dational passage for New 
Testament eschatology (future 
events). Paul had quickly 
grounded the Thessalonians in 
Christian doctrine, and the only 
problematic issue when this 
epistle was written concerned 
the matter of Christ’s return. 
Paul planted the Thessalonian 
church on his second mission- 
ary journey, and wrote this 
epistle as a response to a good 
report regarding the church 
from Timothy in a.p. 51. 


Time: Clea DESL 


Thanksgiving for These Believers 
_ and Silvanus and Timothy, 


To the church of the Thessalonians 
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
ye 2 We give thanks to God always 

for all of you, making mention 

of you in our prayers; Ro 1:9 
3 constantly bearing in mind 
your ®work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the presence of our 
God and Father, Jo 6:29 © 1 Co 13:13 
4 knowing, ®brethren beloved by 
God, His choice of you; — Ro 1:7;2 Th 2:13 
5 for our gospel did not come 

to you in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction; just as you know what 
kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 1Co 9:14 


Key Verse: 1 Th 3:12-13 


Theme: In that Paul’s time in Thessa- 
lonica was cut short, Paul 
used these letters to clarify 
some of his teaching. After a 
review of the basics, the pri- 
mary issues covered in 1 
Thessalonians are what hap- 
pens when people die and the 
timing of the second coming 
of Christ. Because there were 
so many people around at that 
time that had seen Jesus, the 
promise of His return was met 
with anxious expectation. We 
tend to be blasé about it be- 
cause we have watched so 
many predictions concerning 
the end times come and go, 
but this book will help us to 
sharpen and renew our ex- 
pectations. 


6 You also became imitators of 
us and of the Lord, having received 
the word in much tribulation with the 
joy of the Holy Spirit, 1 Co 4:16; 11:1f 

7 so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and 
in Achaia. Ro 15:26 * Ac 18:12 

8 For ®the word of the Lord has 
Rgounded forth from you, not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith toward God has 
gone forth, so that we have no need to 
say anything. Col 3:16; 2 Th 3:1 © Ro 10:18 

9 For they themselves report 
about us what kind of a ®reception we 
had with you, and how you ®turned to 
God from idols to serve a living and 
true God, 1Th2:1* Ac 14:15 
mS 10and to wait for His Son from 

~~ heaven, whom He fraised from 
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the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues 
us from the wrath to come. Ac 2:24 


Paul’s Ministry 
For you yourselves know, brethren, 
that our ®coming to you ®was not 
in vain, 1Th 1:9 °2 Th 1:10 
2 but after we had already suf- 
fered and been R8&mistreated in 
RPhilippi, as you know, we had the 
boldness in our God to speak to you 
the gospel of God amid much opposi- 
tion. Ac 14:5; 16:19-24; Ph 1:30 ¢ Ac 16:22-24 
3 For our 8exhortation does not 
come from 8error or Rimpurity or by 
way of deceit; Ac 13:15 © 2 Th 2:11 ¢1 Th 4:7 
4 ®but just as we have been ap- 
proved by God to be Xentrusted 
with the gospel, so we speak, ®not as 
pleasing men, but God who examines 
our hearts. 2 Co 2:17 © Ga 2:7 * Ga 1:10 
5 For we never came with flatter- 
ing speech, as you know, nor with 
Ra pretext for greed—®God is wit- 
ness— Ac 20:33; 2 Pe 2:3 ¢ Ro 1:9; 1 Th 2:10 
6 nor did we ®seek glory from 
men, either from you or from others, 
even though as apostles of Christ 
Twe might have asserted our author- 
ity. Jo 5:41, 44; 2 Co 4:5 ¢ 1 Co 9:1f ¢ Lit being able to 
owe 7 But we proved to be F®gentle 
among you, 8as a nursing 
mother tenderly cares for her own 
children. 2 Ti 2:24 © Ga 4:19; 1 Th 2:11 
8 Having so fond an affection for 
you, we were well-pleased to ®impart 
to you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own lives, because you had 
become very dear to US. 2 Co 12:15: 1 Jo 3:16 
9 For you recall, brethren, our 
Xlabor and hardship, how working 
night and day so as not to be a burden 
to any of you, we proclaimed to you 
the gospel of God. Ph 4:16; 2 Th 3:8 
yo 10 You are witnesses, and so is 
RGod, how devoutly and up- 
rightly and blamelessly we behaved 
toward you believers; 1Th2:5 
11 just as you know how we were 
Rexhorting and encouraging and im- 
ploring each one of you as a father 
would his own children, 1Th5:14 
12 so that you would walk in a 
manner worthy of the God who calls 
you into His own kingdom and glory. 
13 For this reason we also con- 
stantly thank God that when you re- 
ceived the word of God which you 
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heard from us, you accepted it not as 
the word of men, but for what it really 
is, the word of God, which also per- 
forms its work in you who believe. 

14 For you, brethren, became 
Rimitators of ®the churches of God 
in Christ Jesus that are 8in Judea, 
for you also endured the same suffer- 
ings at the hands of your own coun- 
trymen, even as they did from the 
Jews, 1 Th 1:6 ¢ 1 Co 7:17; 10:32 ¢ Ga 1:22 ¢ He 10:33f 

15 ®who both killed the Lord 
Jesus and the prophets, and drove us 
out. They are not pleasing to God, but 
hostile to all men, Lk 24:20; Ac 2:23 

16 hindering us from speaking to 
the Gentiles 8so that they may be 
saved; with the result that they always 
Rfill up the measure of their sins. But 
wrath has come upon them ‘to the ut- 
most. 1 Co 10:33 ¢ Ge 15:16; Da 8:23; Ma 23:32 

17 But we, brethren, having been 
taken away from you for a short 
while—in person, not in spirit—were 
all the more eager with great desire 
Rto see your face. 1 Co 5:3 ¢ 1 Th 3:10 

18 For ®we wanted to come to 
you—I, Paul, 8more than once—and 
yet Satan hindered us. — Ro 15:22 Ph 4:16 
sods 19 For who is our hope or 8joy 

or crown of exultation? Is it not 

even you, in the presence of our Lord 

Jesus at His Tcoming? Ph 4:1 ¢ Or presence 
20 For you are our glory and joy. 


pncouragement of Timothy’s 
isi 
Therefore kwhen we could endure 
it no longer, we thought it best to 
be left behind at Athens alone, 1135 

2 and we sent Timothy, our 
brother and God’s fellow worker in 
the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and 
encourage you as to your faith, 

3 so that no one would be "dis- 
turbed by these afflictions; for you 
yourselves know that ®we have been 
destined for this. Or deceived ¢ Ac 9:16; 14:22 

4 For indeed when we were with 
you, we kept telling you in advance 
that we were going to suffer afflic- 
tion; Sand so it came to pass, Tas you 
know. 1 Th 2:14 ¢ Lit and 

5 For this reason, 8when I could 
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endure it no longer, I also sent to find 
out about your faith, for fear that ®the 
tempter might have tempted. you, and 
our labor would be in vain. Ma 4:3 
6 But now that Timothy has 
come to us from you, and has brought 
us good news of ®your faith and love, 
and that you always &think kindly of 
us, longing to see us just as we also 
long to see you, © Ac18:5*1Th1:3°1Co 11:2 
7 for this reason, brethren, in all 
: our distress and affliction we 
were comforted about you through 
your faith; 
8 for now we really live, if you 
Rstand firm in the Lord. 1 Co 16:13 
9 For 8what thanks can we ren- 
der to God for you in return for all the 
joy with which we rejoice before our 
God on your account, 1Th 1:2 
10 as we R®night and day keep 
praying most earnestly that we may 
see your face, and may complete what 
is lacking in your faith? 271 1:3 
11 Now may our God and Fa- 
ther Himself and Jesus our Lord 
direct our way to you; 2 Th 2:16 
12 and may the Lord cause you to 
increase and ®abound in love for one 
another, and for all people, just as we 
also do for you; Ph 1:9; 1 Th 4:1, 10;2 Th 1:3 
wo 13so that He may establish your 
~ hearts without blame in holiness 
before Sour God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His 
saints. 1 Co 1:8; 1 Th 3:2 ¢ Lk 1:6 ® Ga 1:4; 1 Th 3:11 


Sanctification and Love 

gp taalie then, brethren, we re- 
ve quest and exhort you in the 
Lord Jesus, that as you received from 
us instruction as to how you ought to 
Rwalk and ®please God (just as you ac- 
tually do Fwalk), that you excel still 
more. 2 Co 13:11; 2 Th 3:1 * Ep 4:1 ¢ 2 Co 5:9 

2 For you know what command- 
ments we gave you "by the authority 
of the Lord Jesus. 

3 For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification; that is, that you Rab- 
stain from sexual immorality; 1 Co 6:18 

4 that Seach of you know how to 
possess his own Fvessel in sanctifica- 
tion and ®honor, 1 Co 7:2, 9 * Ro 1:24 

5 not in lustful passion, like the 
Gentiles who ®do not know God; Ga 4:8 

6 and that no man transgress 
and 8defraud his brother 8in the mat- 
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ter because ®the Lord is the avenger 
in all these things, just as we also 
told you before and solemnly warned 
you. 1 Co 6:8 ¢ 2 Co.7:11 ® Ro 12:19; 13:4; He 13:4 
7 For 8God has not called us for 
Rthe purpose of impurity, but in sanc- 
tification. 1 Pe 1:15 © 1 Th 2:3 
8 So, he who rejects this is not 
rejecting man but the God who gives 
His Holy Spirit to you. 
9 Now as to the love of the 
brethren, you ®have no need for 
anyone to write to you, for you your- 
selves are taught by God to love one 
another; Jo 13:34; Ro 12:10 © 2 Co 9:1; 1 Th 5:1 
10 for indeed ®you do practice it to- 
ward all the brethren who are in all 
Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, 
to excel still more, 1ThL7 
11 and to make it your ambition 
Rto lead a quiet life and Rattend to 
your own business and ®work with 
your hands, just as we commanded 
YOU, 27h3:12¢1 Pe 4:15 © Ac 18:3; Ep 4:28; 2 Th 3:10-12 
12 so that you will 8behave prop- 
erly toward Xoutsiders and 8not be in 
any need. Ro 13:13; Col 4:5 ¢ Mk 4:11 ¢ Ep 4:28 


Those Who Died in Christ 
we 13 But ®we do not want you to be 
~> uninformed, brethren, © about 
those who &are asleep, SO that you will 
not grieve as do ®the rest who have no 
hope. Ro 1:13 © Ac 7:60 ® Ep 2:3; 1.Th 5:6 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, Seven so God will 
bring with Him those who have fallen 
asleep in Jesus. Ro 14:9; 2 Co 4:14 
15 For this we say to you by the 
word of the Lord, that }we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 1 Co 15:52; 1 Th 5:10 
16 For the Lord 8Himself will de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 1 Th 3:11 
17 Then ®we who are alive and re- 
main will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we shall always be 
with the Lord. 1 Co 15:52; 1 Th 5:10 


Y 3-7-8 % 311-12 W313 % 4:1-6 
4:1 Or conduct yourselves 4:2 Lit through the Lord 
4:4 le. body; or wife 2% 4:9-12 w 4:13-18 


1 THESSALONIANS 4:18 


18 Therefore comfort one another 
with these words. 


The Day of the Lord 
Now as to the times and the 
epochs, brethren, you have no need 
of anything to be written to you. 
aN 2 For you yourselves know full 
well that ®the day of the Lord 
Twill come just like a thief in the 
night. 1 Co 1:8 ¢ Lit is coming 
3 While they are saying, “RPeace 
and safety!” then destruction will 
come upon them suddenly like labor 
pains upon a woman with child, and 
they will not escape. — Je 6:14; 8:11; Eze 13:10 
4 But you, brethren, are not in 
Rdarkness, that the day would over- 
take you like a thief; Ac 26:18; 1 Jo 2:8 
5 for you are all ®sons of light 
and sons of day. We are not of night 
nor of kdarkness; Lk 16:8 « Ac 26:18: 1 Jo 2:8 
6 so then let us not 8sleep as 
Rothers do, but let us be alert and 
Fgober. Ro 13:11; 1 Th 5:10 ¢ Ep 2:3; 1 Th 4:13 
7 For those who sleep do their 
sleeping at night, and those who get 
drunk get ®drunk at night. Ac2:15:2 Pe 2:13 
oy 8 But since ®we are of the day, 
let us ®be sober, having put on 
the ®breastplate of ®faith and love, 
and as a helmet, the hope of salva- 
tion. 1 Th 5:5 © 1 Pe 1:13 ¢ Is 59:17; Ep 6:14 © Ep 6:23 
9 For God has not destined us for 
Rwrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 17h 1-10 
10 who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep, we 
will live together with Him. Ro 14:9 
11 Therefore ‘encourage one an- 
other and ®build up one another, just 
as you also are doing. or comfort + Ep 4:29 


Christian Conduct 
12 But we request of you, 
brethren, that you appreciate 
those who diligently labor among 
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you, and ®have charge over you in the 
Lord and give you instruction, He 13:17 

13 and that you esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work. 
Live in peace with one another. 

14 Weurge you, brethren, admon- 
ish 8the unruly, encourage ®the faint- 
hearted, help the weak, be ®patient 
with everyone. 2Th 3:6,7, 11 «Is 35:4 1 Co 13:4 

15 See that no one repays another 
with evil for evil, but always seek 
after that which is good for one an- 
other and for all people. 

16 ®Rejoice always; Ph 4:4 

17 pray without ceasing; — Ep6:18 

18 in everything ®give thanks; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus. Ep 5:20 

19 Do not quench the Spirit; 

20 do not despise 8prophetic Fut- 
terances. Ac 13:1; 1 Co 14:31 

21 But Rexamine everything 
carefully; hold fast to that which 
is good; 1 Co 14:29; 1 Jo 4:1 
ue abstain from every form of 
evil. 
23 Now ®may the God of peace 
RHimself sanctify you entirely; 
and may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved complete, without 
blame at 8the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ro 15:33 ¢ 1 Th3:11 1 Th 2:19 

24 Faithful is He who calls you, 
and He also will bring it to pass. 

25 Brethren, pray for us’. 

26 ®Greet all the brethren with a 
holy kiss. Ro 16:16 

27 I adjure you by the Lord to 
Rhave this letter read to all the 
Rbrethren. Col 4:16 ¢ Ac 1:15 

28 ®The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. Ro 16:20; 2 Th 3:18 


5:2 5:6 Or self-controlled 2 5:8-11 5:8 Or 
self-controlled %~* 5:12-18 5:20 Or gifts 

Y 5:21-22 5:22 Or appearance %* 5:23-24 
5:25 Two early mss add also 


2 THESSALONIANS 


Author: The external attestation to the 
authenticity of 2 Thessaloni- 
ans as a Pauline Epistle is 
even stronger than that for 1 
Thessalonians. Internally the 
vocabulary, style, and doctri- 
nal content support the claims 
in 1:1 and 3:17 that it was 
written by Paul. This letter was 
probably written a few months 
after 1 Thessalonians, while 
Paul was still in Corinth with 
Silas and Timothy (41:1; Ac 
18:5). 


Time: Cc. A.D. 51 


Thanksgiving for Faith and 
Perseverance 

RPaul and ®Silvanus and ®Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians 
in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 1 Th 1:1 ¢2Co 1:19 Ac 16:1 
2 ®Grace to you and peace from 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Ro 1:7 
3 We ought always to give 
thanks to God for you, ®brethren, as is 
only fitting, because your faith is 
greatly enlarged, and the love of each 
one of you toward one another grows 
ever greater; 1 Th 4:1; 2 Th 2:1 © 1 Th 3:12 
4 therefore, we ourselves ®speak 
proudly of you among ®the churches 
of God for your perseverance and 
faith in the midst of all your persecu- 
tions and afflictions which you en- 
dure. 2 Co 7:4; 1 Th 2:19 © 1 Co 7:17; 1 Th 2:14 
5 This is a ®plain indication of 
God’s righteous judgment so that you 
will be ®considered worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which indeed 
you are suffering. Ph 1:28 + Lk 20:35; 2 Th 1:11 
6 For after all it is only just for 
God to repay with affliction those 
who afflict you, Ex 23:22; Col 3:25; He 6:10 
aN) 7 and to give relief to you who 
are afflicted and to us as well 
Rwhen the Lord Jesus will be revealed 


Key Verse: 2 Th 2:2-3 


Theme: This letter to the Thessaloni- 
ans appears to have been 
written fairly soon after the 
first one. He provides some 
further clarification on some 
of the same issues he ad- 
dressed in the first letter. 
There appears to still be some 
confusion about the events of 
the end times, which he clar- 
ifies. He also wisely encour- 
ages the believers in the 
basics he has taught them in 
his role as a caring pastor. 


Rfrom heaven with His mighty angels 
in flaming fire, Lk 17:30 ¢ 1 Th 4:16 
8 dealing out retribution to those 
who 8do not know God and to those 
who 8do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. Ga 4:8 ¢ Ro 2:8 
9 These will pay the penalty of 
Reternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power, Ph 3:19; 1 Th 5:3 
10 when He comes to be ®glorified 
in His saints on that day, and to be 
marveled at among all who have be- 
lieved—for our testimony to you was 
believed. Is 49:3: Jo 17:10; 1 Th 2:12 
11 To this end also we ®pray for 
you always, that our God will count 
you worthy of your calling, and fulfill 
every desire for goodness and the 
Rwork of faith with power, Col 1:9 °1Th 1:3 
12 so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus will be glorified in you, and you 
in Him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Man of Lawlessness 
Now we request you, ®brethren, 
with regard to the 8coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him, 2 Th 1:3 ¢1 Th 2:19 


W 1:7-10 
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2 that you not be quickly shaken 
from your composure or be dis- 
turbed either by a 8spirit or a ®mes- 
sage or a letter as if from us, to the 
effect that the day of the Lord has 
come. 1 Co 14:32; 1 Jo 4:1 ¢ 1 Th 5:2; 2. Th 2:15 

3 RLet no one in any way deceive 
you, for it will not come unless the 
FRapostasy comes first, and the man 
of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction, Ep 5:6 ¢ 1 Ti 4:1 ¢ Jo 17:12 

4 who opposes and exalts him- 
self above every so-called god or ob- 
ject of worship, so that he takes his 
seat in the temple of God, ®displaying 
himself as being God. Is 14:14; Eze 28:2 

5 Do you not remember that 
Rwhile I was still with you, I was 
telling you these things? 1Th3:4 

6 And you know 8what restrains 
him now, so that in his time he will be 
revealed. 2 Th 2:7 

7 For 8the mystery of lawlessness 
is already at work; only She who now 
restrains will do so until he is taken 
out of the way. Re 17:5,7°2 Th 2:6 
a 8 Then that lawless one will be 

~~ revealed whom the Lord will slay 
with the breath of His mouth and 
bring to an end by the 8appearance of 
His coming; 1 Ti 6:14; 2 Ti 1:10; 4:1, 8: Tit 2:13 

9 that is, the one whose coming 
is in accord with the activity of ®Sa- 
tan, with all power and &signs and 
false wonders, Ma 4:10 © Ma 24:24; Jo 4:48 

10 and with all the deception of 
wickedness for 8those who perish, be- 
cause they did not receive the love of 
the truth so as to be saved. 1Co 1:18 

11 For this reason God will send 
upon them a deluding influence so 
that they will believe what is false, 

12 in order that they all may be 
Tjudged who 8&did not believe the 
truth, but 8took pleasure in wicked- 
ness. Or condemned ¢ Ro 2:8 © Ro 1:32; 1 Co 13:6 

13 But we should always give 
thanks to God for you, brethren 
beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen you ‘from the beginning for 
salvation through sanctification by 
the Spirit and faith in the truth. 

14 It was for this He 8called you 
through "our gospel, that you may 
gain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 1 Th 2:12 © 1 Th 1:5 « Lit to thegaining of 
Cea 15 So then, brethren, stand firm 

and hold to the traditions which 
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you were taught, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter from us. 

16 Now may our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself and God our Father, 
who has loved us and given us eternal 
comfort and good hope by grace, 

17 comfort and strengthen your 
hearts in every good work and word. 


Exhortation 

5 that brethren, ®pray for us that 
®the word of the Lord will spread 

rapidly and be glorified, just as it did 

also with you; 1Th 4:1 ¢1Th5:25 ¢ 1 Th 1:8 

2 and that we will be ®rescued 
from ‘perverse and evil men; for not 
all have faith. Ro 15:31 ¢ Lit improper 
war 3 But ®the Lord is faithful, and 

He will strengthen and protect 
you from the evil one. 1 Co 1:9; 1 Th 5:24 

4 We have &confidence in the 
Lord concerning you, that you Rare 
doing and will continue to do what 
we command. 2 Co 2:3 ¢ 1 Th 4:10 

5 May the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God and into 
the steadfastness of Christ. 1Th3:ll 

6 Now we command — you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you keep away from 
every brother who leads an unruly life 
and not according to the tradition 
which you received from us. 

7 For you yourselves know how 
you ought to "follow our example, be- 
cause we did not act in an undisci- 
plined manner among you, Lit imitate us 

8 nor did we Reat anyone’s bread 
without paying for it, but with labor 
and hardship we kept working night 
and day so that we would not be a 
burden to any of you; 1Co 9:4 

___9 not because we do not have the 
right to this, but in order to offer our- 
selves Ras a model for you, so that you 
would follow our example. 2 Th 3:7 

10 For even when we were with 
you, we used to give you this order: Rif 
anyone is not willing to work, then he 
is not to eat, either. 1Th3:4¢1Th 4:11 

11 For we hear that some among 
you are ®leading an undisciplined life, 
doing no work at all, but acting like 
Rbusybodies. 2 Th 3:6 © 1 Ti 5:13; 1 Pe 4:15 


2:3 Or falling away from the faith ~~ 2:8 


2:13 One early ms reads first fruits %* 2:15-17 
Y- | 3:3 


_ eat their own bread. 
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12 Now such persons we com- 
mand and Xexhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to work in quiet fashion and 
1Th 4:1 ¢1 Th 4:11 
13 But as for you, ®brethren, 8do 

not grow weary of doing good. 114: 
14 If anyone does not obey our in- 
struction 8in this letter, take special 
| note of that person and do not asso- 
| ciate with him, so that he will be ®put 

to shame. Col 4:16 «2 Th 3:6 ¢ 1 Co 4:14 
| 15 Yet 8do not regard him as an 
enemy, 

— brother. 


but Radmonish him as a 
Ga 6:1 © 1Th 5:14 © 2 Th 3:6, 13 


2 THESSALONIANS 3:18 


16 Now &may the Lord of peace 
RHimself continually grant you 
peace in every circumstance. ®The 
Lord be with you all! Ro 15:33 ¢ 1 Th 3:11 
17 I, Paul, write this greeting ®with 
my own hand, and this is a distin- 
guishing mark in every letter; this is 
the way I write. 1Co 16:21 
18 ®The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Ro 16:20; 1 Th 5:28 


Y 3:16 


1 TIMOTHY 


Author: The external evidence solidly 
supports the position that Paul 
wrote the letters to Timothy 
and Titus. Only Romans and 1 
Corinthians have better attes- 
tation among the Pauline 
Epistles. Pauline authorship of 
the Pastoral Epistles requires 
Paul’s release from his Roman 
imprisonment (Ac 28), the 
continuation of his missionary 
endeavors, and his imprison- 
ment for a second time in 
Rome. Unfortunately, the 
order of events can only be re- 
constructed from hints, be- 
cause there is no concurrent 
history paralleling Acts to 
chronicle the last years of the 
apostle. It is most probable 
that Paul wrote 1 Timothy 
from Macedonia in a.p. 62 or 
63 while Timothy was serving 
as his representative in Eph- 
eSUS. 


Time: C. A.D. 62-63 


Misleadings in Doctrine and 
Living 
Paul, 8an apostle of ®Christ Jesus 
according to the commandment of 
God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, 
who is our hope, 2Co l:1e1Ti1:12 
2 To 8Timothy, ®my true child in 
the faith: Grace, mercy and peace 
from God the Father and 8Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 2 Ti 1:2 ©2Ti1:2¢1 Ti 1:12 
3 As lurged you upon my depar- 
ture for }Macedonia, remain on at 
Ephesus so that you may instruct cer- 
tain men not to ®teach strange doc- 
trines, Ro 15:26 * Ro 16:17; 2 Co 11:4; Ga 1:6f: 1 Ti 6:3 
4 nor to pay attention to myths 
and endless ®genealogies, which give 
rise to mere ®speculation rather than 
furthering the administration of God 
which is by faith. Tit 3:9 © 2 Ti 2:23 
ve 5 But the goal of our instruction 
is love 8from a pure heart and 


Key Verse: 1 Ti 3:15-16 


Theme: The letters to Timothy and 
Titus are generally called the 
“Pastoral” Epistles. They are 
pastoral in tone and in the 
subject matter they address. 
While covering much of the 
apostolic instruction on the 
life and doctrine of the church, 
they also provide some guide- 
lines on how Christians in the 
church should relate to soci- 
ety. One of the overriding con- 
cerns of the books is that truth 
be valued and guarded. Too 
often today, truth is subjective 
and culturally conditioned to 
the point where people don’t 
even have problems believing 
mutually contradictory ideas. 
Paul speaks of the value of 
truth in his own apostolic role, 
and he stands against false 
teachers who would distort 
the truth for their own ends. 


a ®good conscience and a sincere 
faith. 2 Ti 2:22 © 1 Ti 1:19; 3:9; 2 Ti 1:3; 1 Pe 3:16, 21 
6 For some men, straying from 
these things, have turned aside to 
fruitless discussion, Tit 1:10 
7 wanting to be ®teachers of the 
Law, even though they do not under- 
stand either what they are saying or 
the matters about which they make 
confident assertions. Jam 3:1 © Lk 2:46 
8 But we know that 8the Law is 
good, if one uses it lawfully, Ro 7:12, 16 
ra 9 realizing the fact that law is 
not made for a righteous person, 

but for those who are lawless and 
rebellious, for the ungodly and sin- 
ners, for the unholy and profane, for 
those who kill their fathers or moth- 
ers, for murderers Ga 5:23 « Tit 1:6, 10 
10 and immoral men and homo- 


Y 1:5 YF 1:9-1] 


] 


{ 


| 


— unbelief; 
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sexuals and kidnappers and liars and 
perjurers, and whatever else is con- 


, | trary to sound teaching, 


11 according to the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God, with which 
I have been entrusted. 2Co 4:4 

12 I thank ®Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has strengthened me, because 
He considered me faithful, ®putting 
me into service, Ga 3:26 © Ac 9:15 

13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer and a 8persecutor and a 


violent aggressor. Yet I was ®shown 


mercy because ®I acted ignorantly in 
Ac 8:3 © 1 Co 7:25 ¢ Ac 26:9 
14 and the 8grace of our Lord was 


more than abundant, with the faith 
and love which are found in Christ 


Jesus. Ro 5:20: 1 Co 3:10; 2 Co 4:15; Ga 1:13-16 

15 8It is a trustworthy statement, 
deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 


bo among whom &I am foremost of 
all: 


1 Ti 3:1; 4:9; 2 Ti 2:11; Tit 3:8 ¢ 1 Co 15:9; Ep 3:8 
16 Yet for this reason I ®found 
mercy, so that in me as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might .demonstrate His 
perfect patience as an example for 


‘those who would believe in Him for 


eternal life. 1 Co 7:25; 1 Ti 1:13 * Ep 2:7 
17 Now to the King "eternal, 8im- 
mortal, ®invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. Re 15:3 « Lit of the ages © 1 Ti 6:16 ® Col 1:15 
18 This ®command I entrust to 
you, Timothy, §my son, in accordance 
with the prophecies previously made 
concerning you, that by them you 
fight the good fight,1 Ti 1:5¢1711:2°1714:14 
19 keeping ®faith and a good con- 
science, which some have rejected and 
suffered shipwreck in regard to '*their 
faith. 1 Ti :5 © Lit the * 1 Ti 6:12, 21; 2 Ti 2:18 
20 Among these are Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, whom I have handed 
over to Satan, so that they will be 
taught not to blaspheme. 


A Call to Prayer 
First of all, then, I urge that 
yr Rentreaties and prayers, peti- 
tions and thanksgivings, be made on 
behalf of all men, Ep 6:18 
2 ®for kings and all who are in 
Tauthority, so that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 
and dignity. Ez 6:10; Ro 13:1 ¢ Or a high position 


1 TIMOTHY 3:2 


y* 3 This is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Savior, 

4 who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 2 Ti 2:25; 3:7; Tit 1:1; He 10:26 

5 For there is Sone God, and one 
mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, Ro 3:30: 10:12; 1 Co 8:4 

6 who ®gave Himself as a ransom 
for all, the testimony given at the 
proper time. Ma 20:28; Ga 1:4°1Co 1:6 

7 ®For this I was appointed a 
preacher and 8an apostle ("I am 
telling the truth, I am not lying) as a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth. Ep 3:8: 1 Ti 1:11; 2 Ti 1:11 ¢1Co9:1¢ Ro 9:1 

8 Therefore ®I want the men in 
every place to pray, lifting up 
Rholy hands, without wrath and dis- 
sension. ph 1:12; 1 Ti 5:14; Tit 3:8 ¢ Ps 24:4; Jam 4:8 


Women Instructed 

9 Likewise, I want women to 
adorn themselves with proper cloth- 
ing, ‘modestly and discreetly, not with 
braided hair and gold or pearls or 
costly garments, 1 Pe 3:3 « Lit with modesty 
ys 10 but rather by means of good 

works, as iS proper for women 
making a claim to godliness. 

11 A woman must quietly receive 
instruction with entire submissive- 
ness 1 Co 14:34; Tit 2:5 

12 But I do not allow a woman to 
teach or exercise authority over a 
man, but to remain quiet. 1 Co 14:34; Tit 2:5 

13 For it was Adam who was first 
Tereated, and then Eve. Or formed 

14 And it was not Adam who was 
deceived, but the woman being de- 
ceived, fell into transgression. 
yo 15 But women will be preserved 

through the bearing of children 
if they continue in faith and love and 
sanctity with self-restraint. 


Overseers and Deacons 
a is a trustworthy statement: 
yi if any man aspires to the ®of- 
fice of overseer, it is a fine work he de- 
sires to do. 171 1:15 * Ac 20:28; Ph 1:1 © Or bishop 
2 An overseer, then, must be 
above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 
PAAR WANTED 


YH 1 2:15 


HY 3:1 


YH 23-4 
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3 Rnot addicted to wine ‘or pug- 
nacious, but gentle, peaceable, free 
from the love of money. Tit 1:7 © Lit not 

4 He must be one who ®man- 
ages his own household well, 
keeping his children under control 
with all dignity 1 Ti 3:12 

5 (but if a man does not know 
how to manage his own household, 
how will he take care of ®the church 
of God?), 1 Co 10:32; 1 Ti 3:15 

6 and not a new convert, so that 
he will not become ®conceited and fall 
into the kcondemnation Tincurred by 
the devil. 11: 6:4;2 T:3:4¢ 1 13:7 « Lit of the devil 

7 And he must have a good repu- 
tation with those outside the church, 
so that he will not fall into reproach 
and the snare of the devil. 

8 RDeacons likewise must be 
men of dignity, not double-tongued, 
Ror addicted to much wine or fond of 
sordid gain, Ph 1:1; 1 Ti 3:12 © 1 Ti 5:23: Tit 2:3 

9 but holding to the mystery of 
the faith with a clear conscience. 

10 These men must also first be 
tested; then let them serve as deacons 
if they are beyond reproach. 1 Ti 5:22 

11 Women must likewise be dig- 
nified, not malicious gossips, but tem- 
perate, faithful in all things. 

12 ®Deacons must be husbands 
of only one wife, and §g00d managers 
of their children and their own house- 
holds. Ph 1:1; 1 Ti 3:8 1 Ti3:2 © 1 113-4 

13 For those who have served well 
as deacons obtain for themselves a 
high standing and great confidence in 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

14 | am writing these things to 
ane hoping to come to you before 
ong; 

15 but in case I am delayed, I 
write so that you will know how one 
ought to conduct himself in the house- 
hold of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the ®pillar and support 
of the truth. Ga 2:9: 2 Ti 2:19 

16 By common confession, great 
is the mystery of godliness: 

He who was revealed in the 
flesh, 

Was ®vindicated in the Spirit, 

Seen by angels, 

Proclaimed among the 
nations, 

Believed on in the world, 

Taken up in glory. Ro 16:25 + Ro 3:4 


Apostasy 7 
But ®the Spirit explicitly says that 
in later times some will fall away 
from the faith, paying attention to 
Rdeceitful spirits and doctrines of 
demons, Jo 16:13; Ac 20:23; 21:11; 1 Co 2:10f ° 1 Jo 4:6 
y* 2 by means of the hypocrisy of 
liars 8seared in their own con- 
science as with a branding iron, Ep 4:i9 
3. men who £forbid marriage and 
advocate abstaining from foods 
which God has created to be grate- 
fully shared in by those who believe 
and know the truth. He 13:4 © Col 2:16, 23 
4 For everything created by God 
is good, and nothing is to be rejected 
if it is received with gratitude; 
5 for it is sanctified by means of 
the word of God and prayer. 


A Good Minister’s Discipline 
6 In pointing out these things to 
Rthe brethren, you will be a good ®ser- 
vant of Christ Jesus, constantly nour- 
ished on the words of the faith and of 
the 8sound doctrine which you have 
been following. Ac 1:15 2 Co 11:23 © 1 Ti 1:10 
ee 7 But have nothing to do with 
worldly fables fit only for old 
women. On the other hand, discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
8 for ®bodily discipline is only of 
little profit, but godliness is profitable 
for all things, since it holds promise 
for the present life and also for the life 


to come. Col 2:23 
9 ¥It is a trustworthy statement 
deserving full acceptance. 1 Ti 1:15 


10 For it is for this we labor and 
Strive, because we have fixed our 
hope on &the living God, who is 8the 
Savior of all men, especially of be- 
lieVeYs. 2 Co 1:10; 1 Ti6:17 © 1 Ti3:15 © Jo 4:42: 1 T1234 

11 Prescribe and teach these 
things. 1 Ti 5:7: 6:2 

12 ®Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness, but rather in speech, 
conduct, ®love, faith and purity, show 
yourself San example of those who 
believe. 1 Co 16:11; Tit 2:15 ¢ Tit 2:7; 1 Pe 5:3 © 1 Ti 1:14 
yw 13 Until I come, give attention to 

the public reading of Scripture, 

to exhortation and teaching. 
_14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift 
within you, which was bestowed on 
you through prophetic utterance 
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with ®the laying on of hands by the 
presbytery. 1 Ti 1:18 ¢ Ac 6:6; 1 Ti 5:22; 2 Ti 1:6 
w~ 15 ‘Take pains with these things; 
“be absorbed in them, so that 
your progress will be evident to all. 
16 Pay close attention to yourself 
and to your teaching; persevere in 
these things, for as you do this you 
will ensure salvation both for yourself 
and for those who hear you. 


Honor Widows 
RDo not sharply rebuke an ®older 
man, but rather appeal to himasa 
father, to the younger men as broth- 
ers, Le 19:32 © Tit 2:2 ¢ Tit 2:6 

2 the older women as mothers, 
and the younger women as sisters, in 
all purity. 

3 Honor widows who are &wid- 
ows indeed; Ac 6:1; 9:39, 41; 1 Ti 5:5, 16 
ae 4 but if any widow has children 

or grandchildren, they must first 
learn to practice piety in regard to 
their own family and to make some 
return to their parents; for this is ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God. 

5 Now she who is a ®widow in- 
deed and who has been left alone, ®has 
fixed her hope on God and continues 
in 8entreaties and prayers night and 
day. Ac 6:1; 9:39, 41; 1 Ti 5:3, 16 © 1 Co 7:34; 1 Pe 3:5 

6 But she who &gives herself to 
wanton pleasure is ®dead even while 
she lives. Jam 5:5 © Lk 15:24; 2 Ti 3:6; Re 3:1 

7 ®Prescribe these things as 
well, so that they may be above re- 
proach. 1Ti4:11 
y* 8 But if anyone does not provide 

for his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he has denied 
the faith and is worse than an unbe- 
liever. 2 Ti 2:12; Tit 1:16; 2 Pe 2:1; Jude 4 

9 A widow is to be ®put on the 
list only if she is not less than sixty 
years old, having been ®the wife of 
one man, 1 Ti5:16 © 1 Ti 3:2 

10 having a reputation for good 
works; and if she has brought up chil- 
dren, if she has shown hospitality to 
strangers, if she has washed the 
saints’ feet, if she has assisted those in 
distress, and if she has devoted her- 
self to every good work. Lk 7:44; Jo 13:14 

11 But refuse to put younger wid- 
ows on the list, for when they feel 
Rgensual desires in disregard of Christ, 
they want to get married, Re 18:7 
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12 thus incurring condemnation, 
because they have set aside their pre- 
vious ‘pledge. Lit faith 

13 At the same time they also 
learn to be idle, as they go around 
from house to house; and not merely 
idle, but also ®gossips and busybod- 
ies, talking about 8things not proper 
to mention. 3Jo10°2 Th 3:11 e Tit 1:11 
oy 14 Therefore, I want younger 

widows to get married, bear chil- 
dren, keep house, and give the enemy 
no occasion for reproach; 

15 for some ®have already turned 
aside to follow ®Satan. | 1711:20+Ma4:10 

16 If any woman who is a believer 
Rhas dependent widows, she must as- 
sist them and the church must not be 
burdened, so that it may assist those 
who are widows indeed. 1Ti5:4 


Concerning Elders 

17 The elders who rule well are to 
be considered worthy of double 
honor, especially those who work 
hard at preaching and teaching. 
yw 18 For the Scripture says, ““You 

SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE 
HE IS THRESHING,” and “The laborer is 
worthy of his wages.” De 25:4; 1 Co 9:9 

19 Do not receive an accusation 
against an elder except on the basis 
of two or three witnesses. 

20 Those who continue in sin, re- 
buke in the presence of all, so that the 
rest also will be fearful of sinning. 

21 I solemnly charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus 
and of His chosen angels, to maintain 
these principles without bias, doing 
nothing in a spirit of partiality. 

22 ®Do not lay hands upon anyone 
too hastily and thereby share respon- 
sibility for the sins of others; keep 
yourself free from sin. 1 Ti 3:10; 4:14 

23 No longer drink water exclu- 
sively, but ®use a little wine for the 
sake of your stomach and your fre- 
quent ailments. 1Ti3:8 

24 The sins of some men are quite 
evident, going before them to judg- 
ment; for others, their sins ®follow 
after. Re 14:13 

25 Likewise also, deeds that are 
good are quite evident, and ®those 
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which are otherwise cannot be con- 
cealed. Pr 10:9 


Instructions to Those Who 
Minister 
RAll who are under the yoke as 
Slaves are to regard their own mas- 
ters as worthy of all honor so that the 
name of God and our doctrine will not 
be spoken against. —_ Ep 2:5: Tit 2:9: 1 Pe 2:18 

2 Those who have believers as 
their masters must not be disrespect- 
ful to them because they are brethren, 
but must serve them all the more, be- 
cause those who partake of the bene- 
fit are believers and beloved. Teach 
and preach these principles. 

3 If anyone 8advocates a differ- 
ent doctrine and does not agree with 
Rsound words, those of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with the doctrine con- 
forming to godliness, 1Ti1:3¢1Ti 1:10 

4 he is ®conceited and under- 
stands nothing; but he has a morbid 
interest in ®controversial questions 
and disputes about words, out of 
which arise envy, strife, abusive lan- 
guage, evil suspicions, 1Ti3:6¢1 Ti 1:4 

5 and constant friction between 
Xmen of depraved mind and deprived 
of the truth, who suppose that godli- 
ness is ameans of gain. 2713:8: Tit 1.15 
yw 6 But godliness actually is a 

means of 8great gain when ac- 
companied by contentment. 1Ti4:8 

7 For we have brought nothing 
into the world, so we cannot take any- 
thing out of it either. Job 1:21; Ec 5:15 

8 If we have food and covering, 
with these we shall be content. pr 30:8 

9 But those who want to get rich 
fall into temptation and a snare and 
many foolish and harmful desires 
which plunge men into ruin and de- 
struction. Pr 15:27; 23:4; 28:20; Lk 12:21; 1 Ti 6:17 

10 For 8the love of money is a root 
of all sorts of evil, and some by long- 
ing for it have }wandered away from 
the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs. Col 3:5; 1 Ti 3:3; 6:9 © Jam 5:19 

11 But ®flee from these things, you 
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Rman of God, and pursue righteous- 
ness, godliness, faith, love, persever- 
ance and gentleness. 2712:22¢2Ti3:17 
ven 12 Fight the good fight of faith; 

take hold of the eternal life 8to 
which you were called, and you made 
the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses. Col 3:15 

13 8] charge you in the presence 
of God, who gives life to all things, 
and of Christ Jesus, who testified the 
Rgood confession ®before Pontius Pi- 
late, 1 Ti 5:21 ¢ 2 Co 9:13; 1 Ti 6:12 ¢ Ma 27:2; Jo 18:37 
ph 14that you keep the command- 

ment without stain or reproach 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, - 2Th 2:8 

15 which He will bring about at 
the proper time—He who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, 

16 8who alone possesses immor- 
tality and dwells in unapproachable 
light, 53whom no man has seen or can 
see. To Him be honor and eternal do- 
minion! Amen. VTi 1:17 ¢ Jo 1:18 © 1 Ti1:17 
ye 17 Instruct those who are rich in 

Rthis present world not to be 
conceited or to fix their hope on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, 
Rwho richly supplies us with all things 
to enjoy. Ma 12:32; 2 Ti 4:10; Tit 2:12 © Ac 14:17 

18 Instruct them to do good, to be 
rich in ®good works, "to be generous 
and ready to share, 11:5:10« Ro 12:8: Ep 4:28 

19 ®storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of 
that which is life indeed. ma 6-20 «1 16:12 
we 20 O ®Timothy, guard 8what has 

been entrusted to you, avoiding 
worldly and empty chatter and the op- 
posing arguments of what is falsely 
called “knowledge’— 111122 T:1:12. 14 

21 which some have professed 
and thus gone astray from the faith. 

RGrace be with you. 27:2:18 col 4.18 
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Fearing for their own lives, the 
Asian believers failed to sup- 
port Paul after this second 
Roman imprisonment and his 
first defense before the Impe- 
rial Court (1:15; 4:16). Now 
he was in a cold Roman cell 
(4:13) without hope of ac- 
quittal in spite of the success 
of his initial defense. Under 
these conditions, Paul wrote 
this. epistle in the fall of A.p. 
67, hoping that Timothy would 
be able to visit him before the 
approaching winter (4:21). 


Time: C. A.D. 66-67 
Key Verse: 2 Ti 3:14-17 


Author: 


Timothy Charged to Guard His 
Trust 


Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, according to the 
promise of life in Christ Jesus, 

2 To Timothy, my beloved son: 
Grace, mercy and peace from God 
the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

3 8] thank God, whom I &serve 
with a ®clear conscience the way my 
forefathers did, 8as I constantly re- 
member you in my prayers night and 
day, Ro 1:8 ¢ Ac 24:14 © Ac 23:1; 24:16; 1 Ti 1:5 « Ro 1:9 

4 8Jonging to see you, even as I 
recall your tears, so that I may be 
filled with joy. 2 Ti 4:9, 21 © Ac 20:37 
5. For 1 am mindful of the sincere 

faith within you, which first 
dwelt in your grandmother Lois and 
Ryour mother Eunice, and I am sure 
that itis in you as well. — Ac 16:1; 2 Ti 3:15 

6 For this reason I remind you to 
kindle afresh ®the gift of God which is 
in you through ®the laying on of my 
hands. 1Ti4:14¢ 171 4:14 
vw 7 For God has not given us a 

Rspirit of timidity, but of power 


and love and discipline. — Jo 14:27; Ro 8:15 


Theme: This is likely the last of Paul’s 
writings that we have. He 
writes this letter froma prison 
cell where he is being kept like 
a common criminal. He knows 
that his work on earth is near- 
ing its conclusion, and these 
are then his last words of 
counsel to his trusted com- 
panion in ministry. One can 
sense his weariness, but also 
his strongly held conviction 
about what is necessary for 
the continued growth of the 
church. One can also clearly 
see the hope that sustains 
him as he looks forward to 
going home to Christ. 


8 Therefore do not be ashamed 

of the testimony of our Lord or 

of me His prisoner, but join with me in 
Rguffering for the gospel according to 
the power of God, 2 Ti 2:3, 9; 4:5 
9 who has 8saved us and &called 

us with a holy ®calling, Snot accord- 
ing to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace which was 
granted us in Christ Jesus from all 
eternity, Ro 11:14 ¢ Ro 8:28ff © Ro 11:29 ¢ Ep 2:9 
10 but now has been revealed by 
the appearing of our Savior ®Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel, Ro 16:26. 2 Ti 1:1 
11 ®for which I was appointed a 
preacher and an apostle and a 
teacher. 1 Ti2:7 
12 For this reason I also suffer 
these things, but "I am not 
ashamed; for I know whom I have be- 
lieved and I am convinced that He is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to 
Him until that day. 2 Ti 1:8, 16 
y* 13 Retain the standard of sound 
words ®which you have heard 
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from me, in the faith and love which 
are in Christ Jesus. 2 Ti 2:2 

14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit 
who 8dwells in us, the treasure which 
has been entrusted to you. Ro 8:9 

15 You are aware of the fact that 
all who are in Asia 8turned away 
from me, among whom are Phygelus 
and Hermogenes. Ac 2:9 © 2 Ti 4:10, 11, 16 

16 The Lord grant mercy to ®the 
house of Onesiphorus, for he often re- 
freshed me and ®was not ashamed of 
my ®chains; 2 Ti 4:19 © 2 Ti 1:8 ¢ Ep 6:20 

17 but when he was in Rome, he 
eagerly searched for me and found 
me— 

18 the Lord grant to him to find 
mercy from the Lord on that day— 
and you know very well what services 
he rendered at Ephesus. Ac 18:19; 1 Ti 1:3 


Be Strong 

You therefore, my ®son, ®be 
yr strong in the grace that is in 
RChrist Jesus. 2 Ti 1:2 ° Ep 6:10 ¢ 2 Ti 1:1 

2 The things ®which you have 
heard from me in the presence of 
Rmany witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also. 271 1:13 ¢1Ti6:12 e171 1:18 

3 Suffer hardship with me, as a 
good soldier of Christ Jesus. 2 Ti 1:8 

4 No soldier in active service en- 
tangles himself in the affairs of every- 
day life, so that he may please the one 
who enlisted him as a soldier. 

5 Also if anyone .competes as an 
athlete, he ‘does not win the prize un- 
less he competes according to the 
rules. 1 Co 9:25 © Lit is not crowned 

6 8The hard-working farmer 
ought to be the first to receive his 
share of the crops. 1 Co 9:10 
agit Consider what I say, for the 

Lord will give you understand- 
ing in everything. 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen 
from the dead, ®descendant of David, 
according to my gospel, 4c 2:24 Ma 1:1 

9 for which I suffer hardship 
even to imprisonment as a criminal; 
but ®the word of God is not impris- 
oned. 2 Ti 1:8; 2:3 ¢ Ph 1:7 © Lk 23:32 ¢ 1 Th 1:8 
va 10 For this reason 8] endure all 

things for the sake of those who 
are chosen, so that they also may ob- 
tain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus and with it eternal glory. cot 1:24 
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11 Itis a trustworthy statement: 
For if we died with Him, we 
will also live with Him; 

12 If we endure, we will also 
reign with Him; 
If we 8deny Him, He also will 
deny us; — Ma 10:33; Lk 12:9; 1 Ti5:8 
13 If we are faithless, He remains 
faithful, for He cannot deny 
Himself. 


An Unashamed Workman __ 

14 Remind them of these things, 
and solemnly charge them in the 
presence of God not to wrangle about 
words, which is useless and leads to 
the ruin of the hearers. 
wv 15 Be diligent to Xpresent your- 

self approved to God as a work- 
man who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling "the 
word of truth. Ro 6:13; Jam 1:12 ¢ Ep 1:13; Jam 1:18 

16 But avoid 8worldly and empty 
chatter, for it will lead to further un- 
godliness, Tit 3:9 © 1 Ti 1:9; 6:20 

17 and their ‘talk will spread like 
Fgangrene. Among them are RHy- 
menaeus and Philetus, Lit worde 1711.20 

18 men who have gone astray 
from the truth saying that 8the resur- 
rection has already taken place, and 
they upset the faith of some. 10 15:12 
w* 19 Nevertheless, the ®firm foun- 

dation of God stands, having this 
seal, “The Lord knows those who are 
His,” and, “Everyone who names the 
name of the Lord is to abstain from 
wickedness.” Is 28:16f; 1 Ti 3:15 © Jo 3:33 

20 Now in a large house there are 
not only gold and silver vessels, but 
also vessels of wood and of earthen- 
ware, and some to honor and some 
to dishonor. Ro 9:21 

_ 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses 
himself from these things, he will be a 
vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to 
the Master, Sprepared for every good 
work. 2 Co 9:8; Ep 2:10; 2 Ti 3:17 

22 Now &flee from youthful lusts 
and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, with those who call 
on the Lord from a pure heart. 17:16:11 

23 But refuse foolish and ignorant 
Xspeculations, knowing that they pro- 
duce quarrels. 1 Ti 6:4; 2 Ti 2:14; Tit 3:9 
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24 The Lord’s bond-servant must 
not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, 
able to teach, patient when wronged, 

25 Rwith gentleness correcting 
those who are in opposition, ®if per- 
haps God may grant them repentance 
leading to ®the knowledge of the 
truth, Ga 6:1; Tit 3:2; 1 Pe 3:15 * Ac 8:22 © 1 Ti 2:4 

26 and they may come to their 
senses and escape from ®the snare of 
the devil, having been "held captive 
by him to do his will. 1Ti3:7° Lk 5:10 


“Difficult Times Will Come” 
26 But realize this, that ®in the 
last days difficult times will 
come. 1 Ti 4:1 
2 For men will be lovers of self, 


 Rlovers of money, boastful, arrogant, 


revilers, disobedient to parents, un- 
grateful, unholy, ph 2:21 « Lk 16:14; 1 Ti 3:3; 6:10 

3 Runloving, irreconcilable, ®ma- 
licious gossips, withcut self-control, 
brutal, haters of good, — Ro 1:31 1 T13:11 

4 treacherous, "reckless, ®con- 
| ceited, Slovers of pleasure rather than 

— lovers of God, Ac7:52 « Ac 19:36 * 1 Ti 3:6 * Ph 3:19 

5 holding to a form of godliness, 
although they have denied its power; 
Avoid such men as these. 

6 For among them are those who 
enter into households and captivate 
weak women weighed down with 
sins, led on by various impulses, 

7 always learning and never able 
to Rcome to the ‘knowledge of the 
truth. 2 Ti 2:25 Or recognition 

8 Just as Jannes and Jambres 
opposed Moses, so these men also op- 
pose the truth, men of depraved mind, 
rejected in regard to the faith. 

9 But they will not make further 
progress; for their folly will be obvi- 
ous to all, just Fas Jannes’s and Jam- 
bres’s folly was also. — Ex 7:11, 12; 8:18; 9:11 

10 Now you ®followed my teach- 
ing, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, 
love, perseverance, Ph 2:20, 22; 1 Ti 4:6 

11 8persecutions, and sufferings, 
such as happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium and at Lystra; what persecu- 
tions I endured, and out of them all 
the Lord rescued me! 2.Co 12:10 

12 Indeed, all who desire to live 
godly in Christ Jesus ®will be perse- 
cuted. Jo 15:20; Ac 14:22: 2 Co 4:9f 

13 But evil men and impostors 
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Rwill proceed from bad to worse, ®de- 
ceiving and being deceived. = 2 T12:16 
_14 You, however, ®continue in the 
things you have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom 
you have learned them, 2.711:13; Tit 1:9 
Dae" 15 and that 8from childhood you 
have Known the sacred writings 
which are able to give you the wisdom 
that leads to salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 2Ti 1:5 
16 8All Scripture is inspired by 
God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; Ro 4:23f; 15:4; 2 Pe 1:20f 
17 so that 8the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good 
work. 1 Ti 6:11 © 2 Ti 2:21; He 13:21 


“Preach the Word” 
mS 4 solemnly charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by His appearing and 
His kingdom: 1 Ti 5:21; 2 Ti 2:14 © Ac 10:42 
GE 2 preach ®the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with great pa- 
tience and instruction. Ga 6:6; Col 4:3; 1 Th1:6 
3 For ®the time will come when 
they will not endure 8sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, 
they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own 
desires, 2 Ti 3:1 ¢ 1 Ti 1:10; 2 Ti 1:13 
4 and 8will turn away their ears 
from the truth and ®will turn aside to 
myths. 2. Th 2:11; Tit 1:14¢1 Ti 1:4 
5 But you, be sober in all things, 
endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, <a your ministry. 
y* 8 6 For am already being 
prkcen out as a drink offering, 
and the time of ®my departure has 
come Ph 2:17 © Ph 1:23; 2 Pe 1:14 
7 ®T have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith; 1 Co 9:25f; Ph 1:30; 1 Ti 1:18; 6:12 
wR 8 inthe future there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day; and not 
only to me, but also to Rall who have 
loved His appearing. Ph 3:11 
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Personal Concerns 
9 RMake every effort to come to 
me soon; 2 Ti 1:4; 4:21; Tit 3:12 

10 for Demas, having loved this 
present world, has deserted me and 
gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has 
gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 

11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up 
Mark and bring him with you, for he 
is useful to me for service. 

12 But ®Tychicus I have sent to 
REphesus. Ac 20:4; Ep 6:21, 22: Col 4:7f * Ac 18:19 

13 When you come bring the 
cloak which I left at ?Troas with Car- 
pus, and the books, especially the 
parchments. Ac 16:8 

14 Alexander the coppersmith did 
me much harm; the Lord will repay 
him according to his deeds. 

15 Be on guard against him your- 
self, for he vigorously opposed our 
Tteaching. Lit words 

16 At my first defense no one sup- 
ported me, but all deserted me; may it 
not be counted against them. 
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17 But the Lord stood with me and 
Rstrengthened me, so that through me 
Rthe proclamation might be fully ac- 
complished, and that all the Gentiles 
might hear; and I was rescued out of 
the lion’s mouth. 1 Ti 1:12; 2 Ti 2:1 « Tit 1:3 

18 The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil deed, and will bring 
me safely to His heavenly kingdom; 
to Him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 1 Co 15:50; 2 Ti 4:1; He 11:16; 12:22 

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and 
the household of Onesiphorus. 4c 18:2 

20 Erastus remained at Corinth, 
but Trophimus I left sick at Miletus. 

21 Make every effort to come be- 
fore 8winter. Eubulus greets you, also 
Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all 
the brethren. 2 Ti 4:9 « Tit 3:12 

22 ®The Lord be with your spirit. 
Grace be with you. Ga 6:18; Ph 4:23; Phile 25 
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TITS 


Author: Titus was one of Paul’s Gentile 
converts. He probably worked 
with Paul during his time at 
Ephesus on his third mission- 
ary journey. Later he also 
worked in Corinth and this let- 
ter indicates that Paul is com- 
missioning him to work on the 
island of Crete. Paul wrote this 
letter about a.d. 63, perhaps 
from Corinth, taking advan- 
tage of the journey of Zenas 
and Apollos (3:13), whose 
destination would take them 
by way of Crete. 


Salutation 


Paul, 8a bond-servant of God and 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the 
faith of those chosen of God and the 
knowledge of the truth which is ac- 
cording to godliness, Ro 1:1; Jam 1:1; Re 1:1 
2 in ®the hope of eternal life, 
which God, who cannot lie, promised 
long ages ago, 2 Ti 1:1; Tit 3:7 
3 but Rat the proper time mani- 
fested, even His word, in ®the procla- 
mation with which I was entrusted 
according to the commandment of 
God our Savior, 1 Ti 2:6 © Ro 16;25; 2 Ti 4:17 
4 To ®Titus, my true child in a 
common faith: Grace and peace from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Savior. 2 Co 2:13; 8:23; Ga 2:3; 2 Ti 4:10 


Qualifications of Elders 

5 For this reason I left you in 
Crete, that you would set in order 
what remains and appoint Xelders in 
every city as I directed you, Ac 11:30 

6 namely, if any man is above re- 
proach, the husband of one wife, hav- 
ing children who believe, not accused 
of dissipation or rebellion. 

7 For the Toverseer must be 
above reproach as God’s steward, not 
self-willed, not quick-tempered, not 


Time: CaALDE OS 
Key Verse: Tit 3:8 
Theme: _Paul’s instructions to Titus are 


similar to those he gives to 
Timothy. He gives him instruc- 
tions about the leadership and 
organization of the church and 
guidance in dealing with the 
opposition of those who would 
contradict his teaching. His 
tone is that of a seasoned 
leader passing on the essen- 
tials instructions to a valued 
disciple. 


addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not 
fond of sordid gain, Or bishop 

8 but 8hospitable, Sloving what is 
good, sensible, just, devout, self-con- 
trolled, 1Ti3:2¢ 271 3:3 

9 holding fast the faithful word 
which is in accordance with the teach- 
ing, so that he will be able both to ex- 
hort in 8sound doctrine and to refute 
those who contradict. 1 Ti 1:10; Tit 2:1 

10 For there are many rebellious 
men, empty talkers and deceivers, es- 
pecially those of the circumcision, 

11 who must be silenced because 
they are upsetting whole families, 
teaching things they should not teach 
for the sake of sordid gain. 

12 One of themselves, a prophet of 
their own, said, “Cretans are always 
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 

13 This testimony is true. For this 
reason reprove them severely so that 
they may be sound in the faith, 

14 not paying attention to Jewish 
Rmyths and commandments of men 
who turn away from the truth. 1711.4 

15 ®To the pure, all things are 
pure; but to those who are defiled 
and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but 
both their mind and their conscience 
are defiled. Lk 11:41; Ro 14:20 Ro 14:14, 23 


TITUS 1:16 


16 ®They profess to know God, 
but by their deeds they ®&deny 
Him, being ®detestable and 8disobe- 
dient and worthless for any good 
deed. = 1.Jo 2:4 1 Ti5:8 « Re 21:8 « Tit 3:3 © 2 Ti3:8 


Duties of the 

Older and Younger 
But as for you, speak the things 
which are fitting for sound doc- 

trine. Tit 1:9 

y= 2 Older men are to be temper- 

ate, dignified, sensible, sound in 

faith, in love, in perseverance. 

3 Older women likewise are to be 
reverent in their behavior, not mali- 
cious gossips nor enslaved to much 
wine, teaching what is good, = 1713:11 

4 so that they may ‘encourage 
the young women to love their hus- 
bands, to love their children, — or train 

5 to be sensible, pure, }workers 
at home, kind, being subject to their 
own husbands, so that the word of 
God will not be dishonored. 1 Ti 5:14 

6 Likewise urge §the young men 
to be sensible; 1Ti5:1 
wy 7 in all things show yourself to 

be an example of good deeds, 
with purity in doctrine, dignified, 

8 sound in speech which is be- 
yond reproach, so ®that the opponent 
will be put to shame, having nothing 
bad to say about us. 2 Th 3:14; 1 Pe 2:12 

9 Urge bondslaves to be subject 
to their own masters in everything, to 
be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 

10 not pilfering, but showing all 
good faith so that they will adorn the 
doctrine of 8God our Savior in every 
respect. Tit 1:3 
y* 11 For the grace of God has 8ap- 

peared, ®bringing salvation to all 
men, 2 Ti 1:10; Tit 3:4 ¢ 1 Ti 2:4 

12 instructing us to deny ungodli- 
ness and ®worldly desires and ®to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the 
present age, 1 Ti 6:9; Tit 3:3 © 2 Ti 3:12 
a ) 13looking for the blessed hope 

7 and the Rappearing of the glory of 
Rour great God and Savior, Christ 
Jesus, 2 Th 2:8 © 1 Ti 1:1; 2 Ti 1:2; Tit 1:4: 2 Pe 1:1 

14 who ®gave Himself for us 8to 
redeem us from every lawless deed, 
and to purify for Himself a people for 
His own possession, zealous for good 
deeds. 1 Ti 2:6 © Ps 130:8: 1 Pe 1:18f 

15 These things speak and exhort 
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and reprove with all authority. "Let no 
one disregard you. 1 Ti 4:12 


Godly Living 
Remind them to be subject to 
rulers, to authorities, to be obedi- 

ent, to be ready for every good deed, 

2 to malign no one, ®to be peace- 
able, gentle, showing every consider- 
ation for all men. — 17:3:3; 1 Pe 2:18 2 Ti 2:25 

3 For we also once were foolish 
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, en- 
slaved to various lusts and pleasures, 
spending our life in malice and envy, 
hateful, hating one another. 
yo 4 But when the ®kindness of 

God our Savior and His love for 

mankind appeared, — Ro 2:4; Ep 2:7: 1 Pe 2:3 

5 He saved us, not on the basis of 
deeds which we have done in right- 
eousness, but according to His mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit, 

6 Rwhom He poured out upon us 
Rrichly through Jesus Christ our Sav- 
ior, Ro 5:5 © Ro 2:4; 1 Ti 6:17 

7 so that being justified by His 
grace we would be made heirs ac- 
cording to the hope of eternal life. 

8 This is a trustworthy state- 
ment; and concerning these things I 
Rwant you to speak confidently, so that 
those who have ®believed God will be 
careful to engage in good deeds. These 
things are good and profitable for 
men. 1Ti 1:15 ¢ 1 Ti 2:8 ¢ 2 Ti 1:12 
yw 9 But avoid foolish controver- 

sies and genealogies and strife 
and ®disputes about the Law, for they 

are unprofitable and worthless. Jam 41 
10 Reject a factious man after a 

first and second warning, 2 Jo.10 
11 knowing that such a man is 

perverted and is sinning, being self- 

condemned. Tit 1:14 


Personal Concerns 

12 When I send Artemas or Tychi- 
cus to you, make every effort to come 
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided 
to spend the winter there. 

13 Diligently help Zenas the 
lawyer and Apollos on their way so 
that nothing is lacking for them. 


ANG 2b 27° YH oga12 
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14 ROur people must also learn to 
Rengage in good deeds to meet ®press- 


15 RAll who are with me greet 
you. Greet those who love us in the 


ing needs, so that they will not be un- faith 


fruitful. Tit 2:8 © Tit 3:8 © Ro 12:13; Ph 4:16 


aith. 
Grace be with you all. Ac 20:34 


PHILEMON 


Author: Though some critics deny its 
authenticity, the general con- 
sensus of scholarship recog- 
nizes Philemon as Paul’s work. 
There could have been no doc- 
trinal motive for its forgery, and 
it is supported externally by 
consistent tradition and inter- 
nally by no less than three ref- 
erences to Paul (Phile 1,9,19). 


Time: C. A.D. 60-61 
Key Verse: Phile 16-17 


Salutation 
| eee Ra prisoner of ®Christ Jesus, 
and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our beloved brother 
and fellow worker, — Phi:1¢ Ep 3:1 * Ga 3:26 
2 and to Apphia ®our sister, and 
to Archippus our fellow soldier, and 
to the church in your house: Ro 16:1 
3 Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Ro 1:7 


Philemon’s Love and Faith 

4 I thank my God always, mak- 
ing mention of you in my prayers, 

5 because I ®hear of your love 
and of the faith which you have to- 
ward the Lord Jesus and toward all 
the 'saints; kp 1:15; Col 1:4; 1 Th 3:6 * Or holy ones 

6 and I pray that the fellowship 
of your faith may become effective 
"through the ®knowledge of every 
good thing which is in you for Christ’s 
sake. Or in * Ph 1:9; Col 1:9; 3:10 

7 For I have come to have much 
joy and comfort in your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been re- 
freshed through you, brother. 

8 Therefore, though I have 
enough confidence in Christ to order 
you to do what is ®proper, Ep 5:4 

9 yet for love’s sake I rather ap- 
peal to you—since I am such a person 


Paul wrote this letter to a slave 
owner in the church at Colos- 
sae. Apparently, Onesimus, the 
slave of Philemon had stolen 
from him and had run away, an 
act punishable by death under 
Roman law. Onesimus had 
since met Paul and become a 
Christian. Paul’s letter is a per- 
sonal appeal in an effort to 
help them reconcile and renew 
their relationship. 


Theme: 


as Paul, the aged, and now also 8a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus— Phile 1 


Plea for Onesimus, a Free Man 

10 I appeal to you for my &child 
FOnesimus, whom I have begotten in 
my imprisonment, Ro 12:1 ¢ 1 Co 4:14f 

11 who formerly was useless to 
you, but now is useful both to you and 
to me. 

12 I have sent him back to you in 
person, that is, sending my very heart, 

13 whom I wished to keep with 
me, so that on your behalf he might 
minister to me in my imprisonment 
for the gospel; Ph 1:7; Phile 10 

14 but without your consent I did 
not want to do anything, so that your 
goodness would not be, in effect, by 
compulsion but of your own free will. 

15 For perhaps 8he was for this 
reason separated from you for a 
while, that you would have him back 
forever, Ge 45:5, 8 

16 no longer as a slave, but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother, espe- 
cially to me, but how much more 
to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 1 Co 7:22 © Ma 23:8; 1 Ti 6:2 © Ep 6:5; Col 3:22 

17 If then you regard me a part- 
ner, accept him as you would me. 

18 But if he has wronged you in 


1:6 Orin 1:10 Le. useful 
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any way or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account; 

19 I, Paul, am writing this with my 
own hand, I will repay it @not to men- 
tion to you that you owe to me even 
your own self as well). 2Co 9:4 

20 Yes, brother, let me benefit 
from you in the Lord; refresh my 
heart in Christ. Phile 7 

21 Having confidence in your 
obedience, I write to you, since I know 
that you will do even more than what 
I say. 2 Co 2:3 


PHILEMON 1:25 


22 At the same time also prepare 
mea lodging, for 8I hope that through 
Ryour prayers I will be given to 
you. Ph 1:25; 2:24 © 2 Co 1:11 © Ac 27:24; He 13:19 

23 REpaphras, my fellow prisoner 
in Christ Jesus, greets you, — Col 1:7; 4:12 

4 as. do Mark, Aristarchus, 
Demas, Luke, my fellow workers. 

25 ®The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit.’ Ga 6:18 


1:25 One early ms adds Amen 


HEBREWS 


Author: The origin of Hebrews is un- 
known. Uncertainty plagues 
not only its authorship, but 
also.its date and its reader- 
ship. Hebrews 13:18-24 tells 
us that this book was not 
anonymous to the original 
readers; they evidently knew 
the author. For some reason 
however, early church tradition 
is divided over the identity of 
the author. Part of the church 
attributed it to Paul, others 
preferred Barnabas, Luke, or 
Clement, and some chose 
anonymity. Some aspects of 
the language style and theol- 
ogy of Hebrews are very simi- 
lar to Paul’s Epistles. However, 
Significant stylistic differences 
have led the majority of bibli- 
cal scholars to reject Pauline 
authorship of this book. 


Time: C. A.D. 64-68 


God’s Final Word in His Son 

] God, after He spoke long ago to the 
fathers in the prophets in many 

portions and in many ways, 

2 in these last days has spoken to 
us in His Son, whom He appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the world. 

3 And He is the radiance of His 
glory and the exact ®representation of 
His nature, and ®upholds all things by 
the word of His power. When He had 
made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 2 Co 4:4 © Col 1:17 

4 having become as much better 
than the angels, as He has inherited a 
more excellent fname than they. £p 1:21 

5 For to which of the angels did 
He ever say, 

“RY QU ARE My Son, 
Topay I HAVE BEGOTTEN You”? 
And again, 


Key Verse: He 4:14-16 


Theme: Hebrews was written for a 
group of Jewish Christians who 
were thinking about returning 
to their original faith. The au- 
thor goes to great lengths to 
convince them to stay with 
their new faith. Point by point 
he goes through a whole series 
of arguments showing how Ju- 
daism was a foreshadowing of 
Christ. Everything promising 
about Old Testament Judaism 
is fulfilled in Christ. The new 
way is the superior way, as 
Christ and the faith that he es- 
tablished supersedes what has 
gone before. Understanding 
Jewish faith and practice, and 
the role of Moses and Aaron in 
biblical history is a prerequisite 
to understanding Hebrews. 


“RT WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM 
AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO 

ME”? Ps 2:7; Ac 13:33; He 5:5 © 2 Sa 7:14 

6 And when He again ®brings the 
firstborn into the world, He says, 
“AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF 

Gop worsuHip Him.” He 10:5 
7 And of the angels He says, 

“RWHO MAKES HIS ANGELS 


WINDS, 
AND HIs MINISTERS A FLAME OF 
FIRE.” Ps 104:4 


8 But of the Son He says, 
“RY OUR THRONE, O Gop, IS 
FOREVER AND EVER, 
AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS 
THE SCEPTER OF FHis 
KINGDOM. 
9 “YOU HAVE LOVED 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED 
LAWLESSNESS; 


Ps 45:6 


1:8 Late mss read Your 
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THEREFORE Gop, Your Gop, 
HAS ANOINTED YOU 
WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS 
ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS.” 
10 And, 
“You, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING 
LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
EARTH, 
AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE 
WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 
11 RTHEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU 
REMAIN; 
AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD 
LIKE A GARMENT, Ps 102:26 
12 RAND LIKE A MANTLE YOU WILL 
ROLL THEM UP; 
LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL 
ALSO BE CHANGED. 
But YOU ARE THE SAME, 
AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT 
COME TO AN END.” Ps 102:26, 27 
13 But to which of the angels has 
He ever said, 
“Sit aT My RIGHT HAND, 
UntiL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES 
A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET”? 
14 Are they not all ®ministering 
spirits, sent out to render service for 
the sake of those who will inherit sal- 
vation? Ps 103:20f: Da 7:10 


Give Heed 
For this reason we must pay much 
closer attention to 'what we have 
heard, so that ®we do not drift away 
from it. Lit the things that have been heard ° Pr 3:21 
2 For if the word ®spoken 
through angels proved unalterable, 
and every transgression and disobe- 
dience received a just penalty, Hei: 
3 how will we escape if we neg- 
lect so great a salvation? After it was 
at the first spoken through the Lord, it 
was confirmed to us by those who 
heard, Ro 11:14; 1 Co 1:21; He 1:14; 5:9; 9:28 
4 God also testifying with them, 
both by "signs and wonders and by 
Rvyarious miracles and by ®gifts of the 
Holy Spirit Saccording to His own 
Will. Jo 4:48 * Mk 6:14 ¢ 1 Co 12:4, 11; Ep 4:7 ¢ Ep 1:5 


Earth Subject to Man 
5 For He did not subject to angels 
Rthe world to come, concerning which 
we are speaking. Ma 24:14; He 6:5 
6 But one has testified some- 
where, saying, 


HEBREWS 2:15 


“WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU 
REMEMBER HIM? 
OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU 
ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 
7 “YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN 
THE ANGELS; 
YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH 
GLORY AND HONOR, 
FAND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER 
THE WORKS OF YOUR 
HANDS; Ps 8:5, 6 
8 RYOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN 
SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.” 
For in subjecting all things to him, He 
left nothing that is not subject to him. 
But now 8we do not yet see all things 
subjected to him. Ps 8:6; 1 Co 15:27 1 Co 15:25 


Jesus Briefly Humbled 
9 But we do see Him who was 
Rmade for a little while lower 
than the angels, namely, Jesus, be- 
cause of the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor, so that 
Rpy the grace of God He might taste 
death for everyone. He 2:7 © Jo 3:16 
10 For it was fitting for Him, for 
whom are all things, and through 
whom are. all things, in bringing many 
sons to glory, to perfect the author of 
their salvation through sufferings 
11 For both He who 8&sanctifies 
and those who £are sanctified are all 
Rfrom one Father; for which reason 
He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, He 13:12 © He 10:10 © Ac 17:28 
12 saying, 
“RT WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME 
TO My BRETHREN, 
IN THE MIDST OF THE 
CONGREGATION I WILL SING 
YOUR PRAISE.” Ps 22:22 
13 And again, 
“T wILL PUT My TRUST IN Him.” 
And again, 
“BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN 
WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME.” 
ae 14 Therefore, since the children 
share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise also partook of the 
same, that through death He might 
render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and might free those who 


2:7 Two early mss do not contain And...hands 
Y% 99-11 3% 2:14-15 


HEBREWS 2:16 


through ®fear of death were subject to 
slavery all their lives. Ro 8:15 

16 For assuredly He does not give 
help to angels, but He gives help to 
the ‘descendant of Abraham.  Litseea 
yw 17 Therefore, He had to be 

made like His brethren in all 
things, so that He might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the people. 

18 For since He. Himself was 
Rtempted in that which He has suf- 
fered, He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are tempted. He 4:15 


Jesus Our High Priest 

3 POE holy brethren, partak- 
ers of a Sheavenly calling, consider 

Jesus, ®the Apostle and High Priest of 

our confession; Ph 3:14 © Jo 17:3 

2 He was faithful to Him who ap- 
pointed Him, as Moses also was in 
all His house. Ex 40:16; Nu 12:7; He 3:5 

3. For He has been counted wor- 
thy of more glory than Moses, by just 
so much as the builder of the house 
has more honor than the house. 

4 For every house is built by 
someone, but the builder of all things 
is God. 

5 Now ®Moses was faithful in all 
His house as a servant, for a testi- 
mony of those things which were to 
be spoken later; Ex 40:16; Nu 12:7; He 3:2 

6 but Christ was faithful as 8a 
Son over His house—®whose house 
we are, if we hold fast our confidence 
and the boast of our hope firm until 
the end. He 1:2 © 1 Co 3:16; 1 Ti 3:15 

7 Therefore, just as the Holy 
Spirit says, 

“TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIs voice, 
8 Do NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS 
AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED Mk, 
AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE 
WILDERNESS, Ps 95:8 
9 RWHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED 
Me by TESTING Me, 
AND SAW My WorKS FOR FORTY 
YEARS. Ps 95:9-11 © Ac 7:36 
10 “8 THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH 
THIS GENERATION, 
AND SAID, ‘THEY ALWAYS GO 
ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, 
AND THEY DID NOT KNow My 
WAYS’; Ps 95:10 
11 RAs I swore In My WRATH, 
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“THEY SHALL NOT ENTER My 
REST.’” Ps 95:11; He 4:3, 5 


The Peril of Unbelief 
12 Take care, brethren, that 
there not be in any one of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart that falls away 
from the living God. Col 2:8; He 12:25 
13 But Rencourage one another 
day after day, as long as it is still 
called “Today,” so that none of you 
will be hardened by the ®deceitfulness 
of sin. He 10:24f © Ep 4:22 
14. For we have become partakers 
of Christ, 8if we hold fast the begin- 
ning of our assurance firm until the 
end, He 3:6 He 11:1 
15 while it is said, 
“RTODAY IF YOU HEAR HIs VOICE, 
Do NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, 
AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED 
1G Ps 95:7f; He 3:7; 4:7 
16 For who ®provoked Him when 
they had heard? Indeed, did not all 
those who came out of Egypt led by 
Moses? Je 32:29; 44:3, 8 « Nu 14:2, 11, 30; De 1:35, 36, 38 
17 And with whom was He angry 
for forty years? Was it not with those 
who sinned, 'whose bodies fell in the 
wilderness? Nu 14:29: 1 Co 10:5 
18 And to whom did He swear 
that they would not enter His rest, but 
to those who were disobedient? 
19 So we see that they were not 
able to enter because of unbelief. 


The Believer’s Rest 
Aditetctore. let us fear if, while a 
promise remains of entering His 
rest, any one of you may seem to have 
Rcome short of it. 2 Co 6:1; Ga 5:4; He 12:15 
2 For indeed we have had good 
news preached to us, just as they also; 
but the word they heard did not profit 
them, because it was not united by 
faith in those who heard. 
Nias 3 For we who have believed 
14 enter that rest, just as He has 
Said, 


“AS I swore IN My wratu, 
THEY SHALL NOT ENTER My 
” 


REST, 
although His works were finished 
from the foundation of the world. 
4 For He has said 8somewhere 
concerning the seventh day: “RANnp 
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Gob RRESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM 

ALL HIS WORKS”; He 2:6 « Ge 2:2 © Ex 20:11: 31:17 
5 and again in this passage, 

“THEY SHALL NOT ENTER My REST.” 

6 Therefore, since it remains for 
some to enter it, and those who for- 
merly had good news preached to 
them failed to enter because of 8dis- 
obedience, He 3:18: 4:11 

7 He again fixes a certain day, 
“Today,” saying through David after 
so long a time just as has been said 
before, 

“TODAY IF YOU HEAR HISs voice, 
DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.” 

8 For 8if Joshua had given them 
rest, He would not have spoken of an- 
- other day after that. Jos 22:4 © Gr Jesus 

9 So there remains a Sabbath 
rest for the people of God. 

10 For the one who has entered 
His rest has himself also rested from 
his works, as God did from His. 
wy 11 Therefore let us be diligent to 

enter that rest, so that no one 
will fall, through following the same 
Rexample of disobedience. 2 Pe 2:6 

12 For ®the word of God is ®living 
and active and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, and piercing as far as 
the division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge 
the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. Je 23:29; Ep 5:26; He 6:5; 1 Pe 1:23 * Ac 7:38 

13 And there is no creature hid- 
den from His sight, but all things are 
Ropen and laid bare to the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do. Job 26:6 

14 Therefore, since we have a 
great 8high priest who has ®passed 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our ®confes- 
sion. He 2:17 © Ep 4:10; He 6:20; 8:1; 9:24 ¢ He 3:1 

15 For we do not have ¥a high 
priest who cannot sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but One who has 
been 8tempted in all things as we are, 
yet without sin. He 2:17 © He 2:18 

16 Therefore let us draw near with 
confidence to the throne of grace, so 
that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 


The Perfect High Priest 

5 for every high priest 8taken from 
among men is appointed on behalf 

of men in ®things pertaining to God, 


HEBREWS 5:14 


in order to offer both gifts and sacri- 
fices for sins; Ex 28:1 © He 2:17 

2 he can deal gently with the ig- 
norant and misguided, since he him- 
self also is beset with weakness; 

3 and because of it he is obli- 
gated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for 
the people, so also for himself. 

4 And no one takes the honor to 
himself, but receives it when he is 
called by God, even as Aaron was. 

_ 5 So also Christ did not glorify 
Himself so as to become a high priest, 
but He who said to Him, 

“YOU ARE My Son, 
Topay I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”; 

6 just as He says also in another 
passage, 

“RY OU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER 
ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF 
MELCHIZEDEK.” Ps 110:4; He 7:17 

7 Inthe days of His flesh, He of- 
fered up both prayers and supplica- 
tions with ®loud crying and tears to 
the One able to save Him from death, 
and He was heard because of His 
piety. Ma 27:46, 50; Mk 15:34, 37; Lk 23:46 
yw 8 Although He was 8a Son, He 

learned obedience from the 
things which He suffered. He1:2+ Pn2:8 

9 And having been made perfect, 
He became to all those who obey Him 
the source of eternal salvation, 

10 being designated by God as 8a 
high priest according to ®the order of 
Melchizedek. He 2:17; 5:5 « He 5:6 

11 Concerning "him we _ have 
much to say, and it is hard to explain, 
since you have become dull of hear- 


ng. 

12 For though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you have need 
again for someone to teach you ®the 
elementary principles of the oracles 
of God, and you have come to need 
milk and not solid food. Ga 4:3 

13 For everyone who partakes 
only of milk is not accustomed to the 
word of righteousness, for he is an 
Rinfant. 1 Co 3:1; 14:20; 1 Pe 2:2 

14 But solid food is for the ma- 
ture, who because of practice have 
their senses ®trained to ®discern good 
and evil. 1 Co 2:6; Ep 4:13; He 6:1 © 1 Ti 4:7 © Ro 14:1ff 


Y 4:9 % 4:11-16 % 5:8-12 5:11 Lit whom 
or which 


HEBREWS 6:1 


The Peril of Falling Away 
Therefore ®leaving ®the ele- 
a mentary teaching about the 
Christ, let us press on to ®maturity, not 
laying again a foundation of repen- 
tance from dead works and of faith to- 
ward God, Ph 3:13f ¢ He 5:12 ¢ He 5:14 
2 of ®instruction about washings 
and laying on of hands, and the 8res- 
urrection of the dead and eternal 
judgment. Jo 3:25; Ac 19:38 © Ac 6:6 © Ac 17:31f 
3 And this we will do, if God 
permits. Ac 18:21 
4 For in the case of those who 
have once been Xenlightened and 
have tasted of ®the heavenly gift 
and have been made partakers of the 
Holy Spirit, 2 co 4:4, 6; He 10:32 Jo 4:10: Ep 2:8 
5 and R®have tasted the good 
Rword of God and the powers of ®the 
age to come, 1 Pe 2:3 © Ep 6:17 © He 2:5 
6 and then have fallen away, it is 
impossible to renew them again to re- 
pentance, '®since they again crucify 
to themselves the Son of God and put 
Him to open shame. Or while * He 10:29 
wy 7 For ground that drinks the 
rain which often falls on it and 
brings forth vegetation useful to those 
Xfor whose sake it is also tilled, re- 
ceives a blessing from God; 2 Ti 2:6 
8 but if it yields thorns and this- 
tles, it is worthless and 8close ‘to 
being cursed, and it ends up being 
burned. Ge 3:17f; De 29:22ff « Lit near to a curse 


Better Things for You 
9 But, beloved, we are convinced 
of better things concerning you, 
and things that ‘accompany salva- 
tion, though we are speaking in this 
Way. Or belong to 
ye 10 For God is not unjust so as to 
forget 8your work and the love 
which you have shown toward His 
name, in having ministered and in 
still ministering to the saints. 113 
11 And we desire that each one of 
you show the same diligence 'so as to 
realize the ®full assurance of Rhope 
until the end, Lit to the full* He 10:22 « He 3:6 
12 so that you will not be sluggish, 
but Ximitators of those who through 
faith and patience ®inherit the prom- 
1ses. He 13:7 © 2 Th 1:4; Jam 1:3: Re 13:10 © He 1:14 
13 For when God made the prom- 
ise to Abraham, since He could swear 
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by no one greater, He ®swore by Him- 
self, Ga 3:15, 18 ¢ Ge 22:16; Lk 1:73 
14. saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU 
AND | WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.” 
yw 15 And so, having patiently 
waited, he obtained the promise. 
16. For men swear by one greater 
than themselves, and with them 8an 
oath given as confirmation is an end 
of every dispute. Ga 3:15 
y* 17 In the same way God, desir- 
ing even more to show to &the 
heirs of the promise the unchange- 
ableness of His purpose, interposed 
with an oath, He 11:9 « Ps 110:4; Pr 19:21: He 6:18 
18 so that by two unchangeable 
things in which it is impossible for 
God to lie, we who have taken refuge 
would have strong encouragement to 
take hold of the hope set before us. 
19 This hope we have as an an- 
chor of the soul, a hope both sure and 
steadfast and one which enters 
Twithin the veil, Le 16:2, 15: He 9:3, 7 * Or inside 
20 ®where Jesus has entered as a 
forerunner for us, having become a 
high priest forever according to the 
order of Melchizedek. Jo 14:2; He 4:14 


Melchizedek’s Priesthood Like 

Christ’s 

7 poe this ®Melchizedek, king of 
Salem, priest of the Most High 

God, who met Abraham as he was re- 

turning from the slaughter of the 

kings and blessed him, Ge 14:18-20: He 7:6 

2 to whom also Abraham appor- 
tioned a tenth part of all the spoils, 
was first of all, by the translation of 
his name, king of righteousness, and 
then also king of Salem, which is king 
of peace. 

3 Without father, without mother, 
Rwithout genealogy, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but 
made like the Son of God, he remains 
a priest perpetually. He 7:6 

Now observe how great this 
man was to whom Abraham, the ®pa- 
triarch, *gave a tenth of the choicest 
spoils. Ac 2:29; 7:8f © Ge 14:20 

5 And those indeed of ®the sons 
of Levi who receive the priest’s office 
have commandment ‘in the Law to 
collect ‘a tenth from the people, that 
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is, from their brethren, although these 
Tare descended from Abraham. or titnes 
_ 6 But the one ®whose genealogy 
is not traced from them collected a 
tenth from Abraham and blessed the 
one who had the promises. He 7:3 

7 But without any dispute the 
lesser is blessed by the greater. 

8 In this case mortal men receive 
tithes, but in that case one receives 
them, of whom it is witnessed that 
he lives on. He 5:6; 6:20 

9 And, so to speak, through 
Abraham even Levi, who received 
tithes, paid tithes, 

10 for he was still in the loins of 
ae father when Melchizedek met 

im. 

11 8Now if perfection was through 
the Levitical priesthood (for on the 
basis of it 8the people received the 
Law), what further need was there for 
another priest to arise 8according to 
the order of Melchizedek, and not be 
designated according to the order of 
Aaron? He 7:18f; 8:7 © He 9:6; 10:1 © He 5:6; 7:17 

12 For when the priesthood is 
changed, of necessity there takes 
place a change of law also. 

13 For 8the one concerning whom 
Rthese things are spoken belongs to 
another tribe, from which no one has 
officiated at the altar. He 7:14 © He 7:11 

14 For it is evident that our Lord 
was descended from Judah, a tribe 
with reference to which Moses spoke 
nothing concerning priests. 

15 And this is clearer still, if an- 
other priest arises according to the 
likeness of Melchizedek, 

16 who has become such not on 
the basis of a law of ®physical re- 
quirement, but according to the power 
of 8an indestructible life. He 9:10 * He 9:14 

17 For it is attested of Him, 

“YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER 
ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF 
MELCHIZEDEK.” 

18 For, on the one hand, there is a 
setting aside of a former command- 
ment ®because of its weakness and 
uselessness Ro 8:3: Ga 3:21; He 7:11 

19 (for the Law made nothing per- 
fect), and on the other hand there is a 
bringing in of a better hope, through 
which we draw near to God. 

20 And inasmuch as it was not 
without an oath 
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21 (for they indeed became priests 
without an oath, but He with an oath 
through the One who said to Him, 

“THE LORD HAS SWORN 
AND WILL NOT CHANGE His 
MIND, 
“YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER’”); 

22 so much the more also Jesus 
has become the ®guarantee of 8a bet- 
ter covenant. Ps 119:122; Is 38:14 © He 8:6 

23 The former priests, on the one 
hand, existed in greater numbers be- 
cause they were prevented by death 
from continuing, 

24 but Jesus, on the other hand, 
because He continues forever, holds 
His priesthood permanently. 

25 Therefore He is able also to 
save forever those who draw near to 
God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them. 

26 For it was fitting for us to have 
such a ®high priest, holy, innocent, un- 
defiled, separated from sinners and 
exalted above the heavens; He 2:17 

27 who does not need daily, like 
those high priests, to Soffer up sacri- 
fices, ®first for His own sins and then 
for the sins of the people, because this 
He did ®once for all when He offered 
up Himself.xe 5:1 « Le 9:7; He 5:3 « He 9:12, 28; 10:10 

28 For the Law appoints men as 
high priests }who are weak, but the 
word of the oath, which came after 
the Law, appoints 8a Son, made per- 
fect forever. He 5:2 © He 1:2 He 2:10 


A Better Ministry 
Now the main point in what has 
been said is this: we have such a 
Rhigh priest, who has taken His seat at 
the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens, Col 3:1; He 2:17; 3:1 

2 a ®minister in the sanctuary 
and in the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pitched, not man. He 10:11 

3 For every high priest is ap- 
pointed to offer both gifts and sacri- 
fices; so it is necessary that this high 
priest also have something to offer. 

4 Now if He were on earth, He 
would not be a priest at all, since there 
are those who ®offer the gifts accord- 
ing to the Law; He 5:1; 7:27; 8:3; 9:9; 10:11 

5 who serve 8a copy and 
Rshadow of the heavenly things, just 
as Moses was warned by God when 
he was about to erect the tabernacle; 
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for, “8SrEx,” He says, “THATYOU MAKE all 
things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN 
WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUN- 
TAIN.” He 9:23 © Col 2:17; He 10:1 ¢ Ex 25:40 

6 But now He has obtained a 
more excellent ministry, by as much 
as He is also the §mediator of a better 
covenant, which has been enacted on 
better promises. 1Ti2:5 


A New Covenant 
7 For if that first covenant had 
been faultless, there would have been 
no occasion sought for a second. 
8 For finding fault with them, He 
says, 
“BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS 
THE LorpD, 
WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW 
COVENANT 
WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND 
WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 
9 NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I 
MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS 
ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM 
BY THE HAND 
TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND 
OF EGYPT; 
FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN 
My COVENANT, 
AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, 
SAYS THE LORD. 
10 “FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT 
] WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE 
OF ISRAEL 
AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE 
LorbD: 
I WILL put My LAWS INTO THEIR 
MINDS, 
AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON 
THEIR HEARTS. 
AND I WILL BE THEIR Gop, 
AND THEY SHALL BE My PEOPLE. 
11 “RAND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH 
EVERYONE HIS FELLOW 
CITIZEN, 
AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER, 
SAYING, ‘KNOW THE Lorpb,’ 
FOR ALL WILL KNOW Me, 
FROM THE LEAST TO THE 
GREATEST OF THEM. Je 31:34 
Vee: 12 “For I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO 
THEIR INIQUITIES, 
RAND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR 
SINS NO MORE.” He 10:17 
13 When He. said, “A new 
covenant,” He has made the first ob- 
solete. §But whatever is becoming ob- 
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solete and growing old is Tready to 
disappear. 2 Co 5:17; He 1:11 ¢ Or near 


The Old and the New 
Now even the first covenant had 
Rregulations of divine worship and 
the earthly sanctuary. He 9:10 

2 For there was %a tabernacle 
prepared, the outer one, in which 
were the lampstand and the table 
and the sacred bread; this is called the 
holy place. EX 25:8, 9; 26:1-30 © Ex 25:31-39 

3 Behind ®the second veil there 
was a tabernacle which is called the 
RHoly of Holies, Ex 26:31-33; 40:3 

4 having a golden altar of in- 
cense and the ark of the covenant cov- 
ered on all sides with gold, in which 
was a golden jar holding the manna, 
and Aaron’s rod which budded, and 
the tables of the covenant; 

5. and above it were the ®cheru- 
bim of glory overshadowing the 
mercy seat; but of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail. — Ex 25:is¢r 

6 Now when these things have 
been so prepared, the priests Rare 
continually entering the ‘outer 
Ttabernacle performing the divine 
worship, Nu 18:2-6; 28:3 « Lit first © Or sacred tent 

7 but into the second, only the 
high priest enters once a year, not 
without taking blood, which he offers 
for himself and for the sins of the 
people committed in ignorance. 

8 The Holy Spirit is signifying 
this, that the way into the holy place 
has not yet been disclosed while the 
outer tabernacle is still standing, 

9 which is a symbol for the pres- 
ent time. Accordingly ®both gifts and 
sacrifices are offered which cannot 
make the worshiper perfect in con- 
science, Hé 5:1 © He 7:19 

10 since they relate only to food 
and drink and various washings, ®reg- 
ulations for the body imposed until a 
time of reformation. He 7:16 

11 But when Christ appeared as a 
Xhigh priest of the ®good things Fto 
come, He entered through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not 
made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this creation; He 2:17 © He 10:1 

12 and not through &the blood of 
goats and calves, but through His own 


Y 8:12 9:11 Two early mss read that have come 
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blood, He entered the holy place 
once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. — Le 4:3; 16:6, 15: He 9:19 » He 9:24 
13 For if ®the blood of goats and 
bulls and 8the ashes of a heifer sprin- 
kling those who have been defiled 
sanctify for the ‘cleansing of the 
flesh, Le 16:15; He 9:19; 10:4 * Nu 19:9, 17f © Lit purity 
ye 14 how much more will ®the 
blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
blemish to God, cleanse your con- 
science from dead works to serve the 
living God? He 9:12: 13:12 ¢ He 6:1 
15 For this reason 8He is the me- 
diator of a new covenant, so that, 
since a death has taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions that 
were committed under the first 


- covenant, those who have been called 


may receive the promise of the eternal 
inheritance. Ro 3:24 He 8:8 

16 For where a ‘covenant is, there 
must of necessity ‘be the death of the 
one who made it. or testament ¢ Lit be brought 

17 For a ‘covenant is valid only 
when ‘men are dead, ‘for it is never 
in force while the one who made it 
lives. Or testament ¢ Lit over the dead 

18 Therefore even the first 
covenant was not inaugurated with- 
out blood. 

19 For when every commandment 
had been 8spoken by Moses to all the 
people according to the Law, ®he took 
the blood of the calves and the goats, 
with water and scarlet wool and hys- 
sop, and sprinkled both the book it- 
self and all the people, = He 1-1 + Ex 24:6ff 

20 saying, “RTHIS IS THE BLOOD OF 
THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED 
YOU.” Ex 24:8; Ma 26:28 

21 And in the same way he sprin- 
kled both the tabernacle and all the 
vessels of the ministry with the blood. 

22 And according to the ‘Law, one 
may Ralmost say, all things are 
cleansed with blood, and ®without 
shedding of blood there is no forgive- 
ness. Or Law, almost all things ¢ Le 5:11f * Le 17:11 

23 Therefore it was necessary for 
the ®copies of the things in the heav- 
ens to be cleansed with these, but *the 
heavenly things themselves with bet- 
ter sacrifices than these. He 8:5 « He 8:5 

24 For Christ ®did not enter a holy 
place made with hands, a mere copy 
of ®the true one, but into heaven it- 
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self, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us; He 4:14; 9:12 © He 8:2 « He 9:12 
_25 nor was it that He would offer 
Himself often, as 8the high priest en- 
ters the holy place year by year with 
blood that is not his own. He 9:7 
26 Otherwise, He would have 
needed to suffer often since the foun- 
dation of the world; but now once at 
the consummation of the ages He has 
been ®manifested to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. © 1Jo 3:5, 8 
27 And inasmuch as 8&it is Tap- 
pointed for men to die once and after 
this comes judgment, Ge 3:19 « Lit laid up 
; a 28so0 Christ also, having been of- 
fered once to bear the sins of 
many, will appear a second time for 
salvation without reference to sin, to 
those who eagerly await Him. 


One Sacrifice of Christ Is 
Sufficient 
l For the Law, since it has only 8a 
shadow of ®the good things to 
come and not the very form of things, 
Fean Rnever, by the same sacrifices 
which they offer continually year by 
year, make perfect those who draw 
near. He 8:5 ¢ He 9:11 ¢ Ro 8:3; He 9:9; 10:4, 11 

2 Otherwise, would they not 
have ceased to be offered, because the 
worshipers, having once been 
cleansed, would no longer have had 
Rconsciousness of sins? 1 Pe 2:19 

3 But in those sacrifices there is a 
reminder of sins year by year. 

4 For it is 8impossible for the 
Rblood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins. He 10:1, 11 ¢ He 9:12f 

5 Therefore, when He comes 
into the world, He says, 

“RS ACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU 
HAVE NOT DESIRED, 
But A BODY YOU HAVE 
PREPARED FOR ME; He 1:6 « Ps 40:6 
6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND 
sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE 
TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 
7 “THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE 
COME 
(IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT 
IS WRITTEN OF ME) 
To po YOUR WILL, O Gop.” 


% 9:14 9:17 Two early mss read for is it 
then...lives? 9:28 10:1 Two early mss read they 
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8 After saying above, “SACRIFICES 
AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OF- 
FERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU 
HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU 
TAKEN PLEASURE in them” (which are 
offered according to the Law), 

9 then He ‘said, “RBEHOLD, I HAVE 
COME TO DO YOUR WILL.” He takes away 
the first in order to establish the sec- 
ond. Lit has said * Ps 40:7, 8: He 10:7 

10 By this will we have been sanc- 
tified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 

1 Every priest stands daily min- 
istering and Xoffering time after time 
the same sacrifices, which ®can never 
take away sins; He 5:1 © Mi 6:6-8; He 10:1, 4 

12 but He, having offered one sac- 
rifice ®for sins for all time, sat DOWN 
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF Gop, He 5:1 

13 waiting from that time onward 
RuNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOT- 
STOOL FOR HIs FEET. Ps 110:1; He 1:13 

14 For by one offering He has 
Xperfected ®for all time those who are 
Tganctified. He 10:1 * He 10:12 + Or being sanctified 

15 And &the Holy Spirit also testi- 
fies to us; for after saying, He 3:7 

16 “8THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I 

WILL MAKE WITH THEM 

AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE 
Lorb: 

I WILL put My LAWS UPON THEIR 
HEART, 

AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL 
WRITE THEM,” 

He then says, Je 31:33; He 8:10 
17 “AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR 
LAWLESS DEEDS 
I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” 

18 Now where there is forgiveness 
of these things, there is no longer any 
offering for sin. 


A New and Living Way 
19 Therefore, brethren, since we 
Rhave confidence to enter the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus, He 3:6: 10:35 
20 by Ra new and living way 
which He inaugurated for us through 
the veil, that is, His flesh, He 9:8 
21 and since we have 8a great 
priest over the house of God, He 2:17 
ae 22 let us draw near with a sin- 
cere heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 
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23 Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful; He 3:1 

24 and let us consider how &to 
stimulate one another to love and 
Rgood deeds, He 13:1 « Tit 3:8 

_ 25 not forsaking our own assem- 
bling together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another; and all 
the more as you see ®the day drawing 
near. Ac 2:42 ¢ He 3:13 ¢ 1 Co 3:13 


Christ or Judgment 
26 For if we go on &sinning will- 
fully after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for SinS, Nu 15:30; He 6:4-8: 2 Pe 2:20f 
27 but a terrifying expectation of 
judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE 
WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 
28 RAnyone who has set aside the 
Law of Moses dies without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three wit- 
nesses. De 17:2-6; 19:15; Ma 18:16; He 2:2 
29 SHow much severer punish- 
ment do you think he will deserve 
Rwho has trampled under foot the Son 
of God, and has regarded as unclean 
the blood of the covenant by which he 
was sanctified, and has insulted the 
Spirit of grace? He 2:3 © He 6:6 
ee 30 For we know Him who said, 
“RVENGEANCE IS Mine, I WILL 
REPAY.” And again, “8THe Lorp wILL 
JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.” De 32:35: Ro 12:19 « De 32:36 
31 It is a terrifying thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. 
y* 32 But remember ®the former 
days, when, after being Renlight- 
ened, you endured a great 8conflict of 
sufferings, He 5:12 ¢ He 6:4 © Ph 1:30 
33 partly by being made a public 
spectacle through reproaches and 
tribulations, and partly by becoming 
Xsharers with those who were so 
treated. 1 Co 4:9; He 12:4 Ph 4:14; 1 Th 2:14 
34 For you ®showed sympathy to 
the prisoners and accepted joyfully 
the seizure of your property, knowing 
that you have for yourselves a better 
possession and a lasting one. He 13:3 
ye 35. Therefore, do not throw away 
your ®confidence, which has a 
great reward. He 10:19 » He 2:2 
36 For you have need of Ren- 
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durance, so that when you have done 
the will of God, you may receive what 
ees promised. Lk 21:19; He 12:1 
oe FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, 
Ci -RHE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, 
AND WILL NOT DELAY. Ma 11:3 
88 Bur My RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL 
LIVE BY FAITH; 
AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK; My 
SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN 
} HIM. Hab 2:4; Ro 1:17; Ga 3:11 
39 But we are not of those who 
shrink back to destruction, but of 
those who have faith to the "preserv- 
ing of the soul. Or possessing 


The Triumphs of Faith 

ye] Now faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the con- 

viction of things not seen. 
2 For by it the ®men of old 
Regained approval. He 1:1 © He 11:4, 39 
3 By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was not 
made out of things which are visible. 
yF 4 By faith 8Abel offered to God 
a better sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he ®obtained the testi- 
mony that he was righteous, God tes- 
tifying about his ®gifts, and through 
faith, though he is dead, he still 
speaks. Ge 4:4; Ma 23:35; 1 Jo 3:12 * He 11:2 * He 5:1 
5 By faith Enoch was taken up so 
that he would not see death; AND HE 
WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM 
up; for he obtained the witness that 
before his being taken up he was 
pleasing to God. Lk 2:26; Jo 8:51; He 2:9 
6 And without faith it is impossi- 
ble to please Him, for he who 8comes 
to God must believe that He is and 
that He is a rewarder of those who 
seek Him. He 7:19 
7 By faith "Noah, being warned 
by God about things not yet seen, in 
reverence prepared an ark for the sal- 
vation of his household, by which he 
condemned the world, and became an 
heir of the righteousness which is ac- 
cording to faith. Ge 6:13-22 
ye 8 By faith Abraham, when he 
was called, obeyed by going out 
to a place which he was to receive for 
an inheritance; and he went out, not 
knowing where he was going. | Ge 12:7 
9 By faith he lived as an alien in 
Rthe land of promise, as in a foreign 
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land, §dwelling in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, fellow heirs of the same prom- 
Sei Ac 7:5 ¢ Ge 12:8; 13:3,.18; 18:1, 9 « He 6:17 

10 for he was looking for ®the city 
which has foundations, whose archi- 
tect and builder is God. He 12:22; 13:14 

11 By faith even ®Sarah herself re- 
ceived ability to conceive, even be- 
yond the proper time of life, since she 
considered Him ®faithful who had 
promised. Ge 17:19; 18:11-14; 21:2 He 10:23 

12 Therefore there was born even 
of one man, and ®him as good as dead 
at that, as many descendants ®as THE 
STARS OF HEAVEN IN NUMBER, AND INNU- 
MERABLE AS THE SAND WHICH IS BY THE 
SEASHORE. Ro 4:19 e Ge 15:5; 22:17; 32:12 

13 All these died in faith, with- 

out receiving the promises, but 
having seen them and having wel- 
comed them from a distance, and hav- 
ing confessed that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth. 

14 For those who say such things 
make it clear that they are seeking a 
country of their own. 

15 And indeed if they had been 
thinking of that country from which 
they went out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. Ge 24:6-8 

16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; for SHe has prepared 
a city for them. He 11:10; Re 21:2 

17 By faith Abraham, when he 
was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises 
was offering up his only begotten son; 

18 it was he to whom it was said, 
“RIN ISAAC YOUR 'DESCENDANTS SHALL 
BE CALLED.” Ge 21:12; Ro 9:7 © Lit seed 

19 He considered that ®God is 
able to raise people even from the 
dead, from which he also received 
him back as a &type. Ro 4:21 « He 9:9 

20 By faith ®Isaac blessed Jacob 
and Esau, even regarding things to 
come Ge 27:27-29, 39f 

bp By faith ®Jacob, as he was 
dying, blessed each of the sons of 
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the 
top of his staff. Ge 48:1, 5, 16, 20 

22 By faith .Joseph, when he was 
dying, made mention of the exodus of 
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the sons of Israel, and gave orders 
concerning his bones. — Ge 50:24f; Ex 13:19 
y* 23 By faith Moses, when he was 

born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because they 
saw he was a beautiful child; and 
they were not afraid of the king’s 
edict. 

24 By faith Moses, when he had 
grown up, refused to be called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter, Ex 2:10, 11ff 

25 choosing rather to endure ill- 
treatment with the people of God than 
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,. 

26 ®considering the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treas- 
ures of Egypt; for he was looking to 
the Rreward. Lk 14:33; Ph 3:7f © He 2:2 

27 By faith he left Egypt, not 
Rfearing the wrath of the king; for he 
endured, as seeing Him who is un- 
seen. Ex 2:15; 12:50f; 13:17f ¢ Ex 2:14; 10:28f 

28 By faith he kept the Passover 
and the sprinkling of the blood, so 
that he who destroyed the firstborn 
would not touch them. Ex 12:21 ff 

29 By faith they ®passed through 
the Red Sea as though they were 
passing through dry land; and the 
Egyptians, when they attempted it, 
were Tdrowned. Ex 14:22-29 ¢ Lit swallowed up 
w* 30 By faith 8the walls of Jericho 

fell down Rafter they had been 
encircled for seven days. Jos 6:20 « Jos 6:15f 

31 By faith SRahab the harlot did 
not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed 
the spies in peace. Jos 2:9ff; 6:23; Jam 2:25 

32 And what more shall I say? 
For time will fail me if I tell of 
®Gideon, ®Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and _ the 
prophets, Ju ch 6-8 * Juch 4,5 © Ju ch 13-16 

33 who by faith conquered king- 
doms, ®performed acts of righteous- 
ness, obtained promises, shut the 
mouths of lions, 1 Sa 12:4: 2 Sa 8:15 

34 quenched the power of fire, es- 
caped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, became 
mighty in war, ®put foreign armies to 
flight. su 7.21; 15:8, 15f; 1 Sa 17:51f: 2 Sa 8:1-6: 10:15¢F 

35 Women received back their 
dead by resurrection; and others were 
tortured, not accepting their "release, 
SO that they might obtain a better res- 
urrection; 1 Ki 17:23; 2 Ki 4:36f © Lit redemption 

36 and others ‘experienced mock- 
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ings and scourgings, yes, also chains 
and imprisonment. © Lit received the trial of 

37 They were &stoned, they were 
sawn in two, ‘they were tempted, they 
were put to death with the sword; they 
went about in sheepskins, in 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
ill-treated 1 Ki 21:13; 2 Ch 24:21 

38 (men of whom the world was 
not worthy), .wandering in deserts 
and mountains and caves and holes 
Tin the ground. 1 Ki 18:4, 13: 19:9 © Lit of 

39 And all these, having gained 
approval through their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, He 11:2 

40 because God had ‘provided 
Rsomething better for us, so that 
Rapart from us they would not be 
made perfect. — or foreseen * He 11:16 ¢ Re 6:11 


Jesus, the Example 
yg] De netetone. since we have so 
great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance and the sin which 
so easily entangles us, and let us 8run 
with endurance the race that is set be- 
fore uS, Ro 13:12; Ep 4:22 © 1 Co 9:24; Ga 2:2 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
Rauthor and perfecter of faith, who for 
the joy set before Him Rendured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. He 2:10 © Ph 2:8f; He 2:9 
3 For 8consider Him who has 
endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart. Re 2:3 


A Father’s Discipline 
4 You have not yet resisted 8to 
the point of shedding blood in your 
Striving against Sin; He 10:32¢f: 13:13 « Ph 2:8 
5 and you have forgotten the ex- 
hortation which is addressed to you 
as sons, 
“RM Y SON, DO NOT REGARD 
LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF 
THE LorpD, 
NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE 
REPROVED BY HIM; Job 5:17: Pr 3:11 
6 RFOR THOSE WHOM THE LorD 
LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 
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AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON 
WHOM HE RECEIVES.” Pr 3:12 

7 Itis for discipline that you en- 
dure; God deals with you as with 
sons; for what son is there whom his 
father does not discipline? 

8 But if you are without disci- 
pline, Sof which all have become par- 
takers, then you are _ illegitimate 
children and not sons. 1 Pe 5:9 

9 Furthermore, we had earthly 
fathers to discipline us, and we re- 
spected them; shall we not much 
rather be subject to ®the Father of 
spirits, and live? Nu 16:22; 27:16; Re 22:6 

For they disciplined us for a 
short time as seemed best to them, but 
He disciplines us for our good, ®so 
that we may share His holiness. 2 Pe 1:4 

11 All discipline ®for the moment 
seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; 
yet to those who have been trained by 
it, afterwards it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness. 1 Pe 1:6 
12 Therefore, ®strengthen the 
hands that are weak and the 
knees that are feeble, Is 35:3 
13 and ®make straight paths for 


- your feet, so that the limb which is 


lame may not be put out of joint, but 
rather be healed. Pr 4:26: Ga 2:14 

14 ®Pursue peace with all men, 
and the sanctification without which 
no one will 8see the Lord. Ro 14:19 

15 See to it that no one comes 
short of the grace of God; that no 
Rroot of bitterness springing up 
causes trouble, and by it many be ®de- 
filed; 2. Co 6:1; Ga 5:4; He 4:1 © De 29:18 « Tit 1:15 

16 that there be no immoral or 
godless person like Esau, who sold his 
own birthright for a single meal. 

17 For you know that even after- 
wards, 'when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found 
no place for repentance, though he 
sought for it with tears. Ge 27:30-40 


Contrast of Sinai 
and Zion 
18 For you have not come to a 
mountain that can be touched and to 
a blazing fire, and to darkness and 
gloom and whirlwind, 2 Co 3:7-13; He 12:18ff 
19 and to the ®blast of a trumpet 
and the sound of words which sound 
was such that those who heard 


HEBREWS 13:3 


begged that no further word be spo- 
ken to them. Ex 19:16, 19; 20:18; Ma 24:31 

20 For they could not bear the 
command, “IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES 
THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED.” 

21 And so terrible was the sight, 
that Moses said, “8I aM FULL OF FEAR 
and trembling.” De 9:19 

_22 But ®you have come to Mount 
Zion and to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myr- 
iads of angels, Re 14:1 ¢ Re 5:11 

23 to the general assembly and 
Rchurch of the firstborn who are en- 
rolled in heaven, and to God, the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, — Ex 4:22; He 2:12 

24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a 
new covenant, and to the sprinkled 
blood, which speaks better than the 
blood of Abel. 1 Ti 2:5; He 8:6; 9:15 


The Unshaken Kingdom 

25 ®See to it that you do not re- 
fuse Him who is ®speaking. For Rif 
those did not escape when they 
Rrefused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape who 
turn away from Him who warns from 
heaven. He 3:12 ¢ He 1:1 © He 2:2f; 10:28f « He 12:19 

26 And His voice shook the earth 
then, but now He has promised, say- 
ing, “YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT 
ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.” 

27 This expression, “Yet once 
more,” denotes the removing of those 
things which can be shaken, as of cre- 
ated things, so that those things which 
cannot be shaken may remain. 

28 Therefore, since we receive a 
Rkingdom which cannot be shaken, 
let us show gratitude, by which we 
may offer to God an acceptable serv- 
ice with reverence and awe; Da 2:44 

29 for Sour God is a consuming 
fire. De 4:24: 9:3; Is 33:14; 2 Th 1:7; He 10:27, 31 


The Changeless Christ 

] Let 8love of the brethren 
ge Continue. Ro 12:10; 1 Th 4:9; 1 Pe 1:22 

2 Do not neglect to show hospi- 
tality to strangers, for by this some 
have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Ma 25:35; Ro 12:13; 1 Pe 4:9 

3 RRemember the prisoners, as 
though in prison with them, and those 
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who are ill-treated, since you your- 
selves also are in the body. Col 4:18 
al 4 Marriage is to be held in 

honor among all, and the mar- 
riage bed is to be undefiled; for for- 
nicators and adulterers God will 
judge. 1 Co 6:9; Ga 5:19, 21; 1 Th 4:6 

5 Make sure that your character 
is free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He 
Himself has said, “RI wILL NEVER 
DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE 
YOU,” Ep 5:3; Col 3:5; 1 Ti 3:3 ¢ De 31:6, 8; Jos 1:5 

6 so that we confidently say, 

“THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL 
NOT BE AFRAID. 
WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?” 
a 7 Remember those who led you, 
who spoke the word of God to 
you; and considering the result of 
their conduct, imitate their faith. 

8 Jesus Christ is the same yester- 
day and today and forever. 

9 ®Do not be carried away by 
varied and strange teachings; for it is 
good for the heart to be strengthened 
by grace, not by foods, through which 
those who were so occupied were not 
benefited. Ep 4:14; 5:6; Jude 12 

10 We have an altar ®from which 
those ®who serve the "tabernacle have 
no right to eat. 1 Co 10:18 * He 8:5 « Or sacred tent 

11 For ®the bodies of those ani- 
mals whose blood is brought into the 
holy place by the high priest as an of- 
fering for sin, are burned outside the 
Camp. Ex 29:14; Le 4:12, 21; 9:11; 16:27; Nu 19:3, 7 

12 Therefore Jesus also, ®that He 
might sanctify the people through 
His own blood, suffered Routside the 
gate. Ep 5:26; He 2:11 © He 9:12 ¢ Jo 19:17 

13 So, let us go out to Him outside 
the camp, bearing His reproach. 
we 14 For here ®we do not have a 

lasting city, but we are seeking 


the city which is to come. He 10:34: 12:27 
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God-pleasing Sacrifices 
15 8Through Him then, let us con- 
tinually offer up a ®sacrifice of praise 
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
give thanks to His name. 1 Pe2:5Le7:12 
16 And do not neglect doing good 
and ®sharing, for 8with such sacrifices 
God is pleased. Ro 12:13 © Ph 4:18 
17 Obey your leaders and submit 
to them, for they keep watch over 
your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and 
not with grief, for this would be un- 
profitable for you. 1 Co 16:16; He 13:7, 24 
8 Pray for us, for we are sure 
that we have a good conscience, de- 
siring to conduct ourselves honorably 
in all things. 1 Th 5:25 © Ac 24:16; 1 Ti 1:5 
19 And I urge you all the more to 
do this, ®so that I may be restored to 
you the sooner. Phile 22 


Benediction 

20 Now &®the God of peace, who 
Rbrought up from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the sheep through the 
blood of the eternal covenant, even 
Jesus our Lord, Ro 15:33 ¢ Ac 2:24; Ro 10:7 

21 Requip you in every good thing 
to do His will, working in us that 
which is pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 1 Pe 5:10 

22 But I urge you, brethren, bear 
with this word of exhortation, for I 
have written to you briefly. 

23 ‘Take notice that Sour brother 
Timothy has been released, with 
whom, if he comes soon, I will see 
you. Lit Know ¢ Ac 16:1; Col 1:1 

24 Greet all of your leaders and 
all the saints. Those from ®Italy greet 
you. 1 Co 16:16; He 13:7, 17 © Ac 9:13 © Ac 18:2 
25 ®Grace be with you all. coi 4:18 
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JAMES 


Author: Four men are named James in 

the New Testament, one of 
-which is the Lord’s brother 
(Ma 13:55; Mk 6:3; Ga 
1:19). Tradition points to this 
prominent figure as the author 
of the epistle, and this best 
fits the evidence of Scripture. 
The brevity and limited doctri- 
nal emphasis of James kept it 
from wide circulation, and by 
the time it became known in 
the church as a whole, there 
was uncertainty about the 
identity of the James in 1:1. 
Growing recognition that it 
was written by the Lord’s 
brother led to its acceptance 
as a canonical book. 


Time: C. A.D. 46-49 


Testing Your Faith 
James, a bond-servant of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve tribes who are ®dis- 
persed abroad: Greetings. Jo 7:35 
2 Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter 
Rvarious trialS, Ma 5:12; Jam 1:12; 5:11 © 1 Pe 1:6 
3 knowing that the testing of your 
Rfaith produces endurance. He 6:12 
And let endurance have its 
perfect result, so that you may be 
Rpoerfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. Lk 21:19 © Ma 5:48; Col 4:12 
5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who gives to all 
generously and without reproach, and 
Rit will be given to him. Ma 7:7 
6 But he must 8ask in faith with- 
out any doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like the surf of the sea, 
driven and tossed by the wind. ma21:21 
7 For that man ought not to ex- 
pect that he will receive anything 
from the Lord, 
8 being a 8double-minded man, 
Runstable in all his wayS. Jam 4:8 « 2 Pe 2:14 


Key Verse: Jam 1:19-22 


Theme: James is for the practical per- 
son. While most of Paul’s 
Epistles have a theological 
and practical section, there 
isn’t much theoretical or sys- 
tematic theology in this book. 
The subject matters covered 
in James are the issues we 
face daily if not hourly. How 
do we respond to trials and 
temptation? What are we 
doing with our money? Do we 
keep our tongues under con- 
trol? Are we acting on our 
faith? What are we doing with 
our prayer lives? The main 
point of all these questions 
James raises is that saving 
faith needs to result in 
changed behavior. 


9 But the ‘brother of humble 
circumstances is to glory in his 
high position; Lk 14:11 ¢ Le, church member 
10 and the rich man is to glory in 
his humiliation, because like flower- 
ing grass he will pass away. 

11 For the sun rises with 8a 
scorching wind and withers the grass; 
and its flower falls off and the beauty 
of its appearance is destroyed; so too 
the rich man in the midst of his pur- 
suits will fade away. Ma 20:12 

12 Blessed is a man who perse- 

veres under trial; for once he has 
been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. 

13 Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “8I am being tempted ‘by 
God”; for God cannot be tempted "by 
evil, and He Himself does not tempt 
anyone. Ge 22:1 Lit from ¢ Lit of evil things 

14 But each one is tempted when 
he is carried away and enticed by his 
own lust. 
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15 Then Rwhen lust has con- 
ceived, it gives birth to sin; and when 
Rsin is accomplished, it brings forth 
death. Job 15:35; Ps 7:14; Is 59:4 © Ro 5:12; 6:23 

16 §Do not be ‘deceived, my 
beloved brethren. 1 Co 6:9 ¢ Or misled 

17 Every good thing given and 
every perfect gift is from above, com- 
ing down from the Father of lights, 
Rwith whom there is no variation or 
shifting shadow. Jo 3:3; Jam 3:15, 17 

18 In the exercise of His will He 
brought us forth by the word of truth, 
so that we would be a kind of first 
fruits among His creatures. 
waar 19 FThis you know, my beloved 

brethren. But everyone must be 
quick to hear, slow to speak and slow 
to anger; 1 Jo 2:21 © Pr 10:19; 17:27 

20 for the anger of man does not 
achieve the righteousness of God. 
ye 21 Therefore, ®putting aside all 

filthiness and all that remains of 
wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save 
your Souls. — Ep 4:22; 1 Pe 2:1 © Ep 1:13: 1 Pe 1:22f 

22 But prove yourselves doers of 
the word, and not merely hearers who 
delude themselves. 

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man 
who looks at his natural face ®in a 
MIUITOF; Lit the face of his birth! or nature * 1 Co 13:12 

24 for once he has looked at him- 
self and gone away, The has immedi- 
ately forgotten what kind of person 
he was. Lit and he 

25 But one who looks intently at 
the perfect law, ®the law of liberty, and 
abides by it, not having become a for- 
getful hearer but an effectual doer, 
this man will be blessed in what he 
oes. Jo 8:32; Ro 8:2; Ga 2:4: 6:2; Jam 2:12: 1 Pe 2:16 
y* 26 If anyone thinks himself to 

be religious, and yet does not bri- 
dle his tongue but deceives his own 
heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 

27 Pure and undefiled religion 8in 
the sight of our God and Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself un- 
stained by the world. Ro 2:13; Ga 3:11 


The Sin of Partiality 

open brethren, §do not hold your 
faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ with an attitude of Rpersonal 

favoritism. Jam 1:16 « He 12:2* Ac7:2:1Co 2:8 
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2 For if a man comes into your 
Tassembly with a gold ring and 
dressed in ®fine clothes, and there 
also comes in a poor man in dirty 
clothes, or synagogue « Lk 23:11; Jam 2:3 « Ze 3:3f 

3 and you 'pay special attention 
to the one who is wearing the Rfine 
clothes, and say, “You sit here in a 
good place,” and you say to the poor 
man, “You stand over there, or sit 
down by my footstool,” Lit took at ¢ Lk 23:11 

4 have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil motives? Lk 18:6: Jo 7:24 
ye 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: 

did not God choose the poor of 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs 
of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 

6 But you have dishonored the 
poor man. Is it not the rich who op- 
press you and personally ®drag you 
into Tcourt? Ac 8:3; 16:19 © Lit courts 

7 ®Do they not blaspheme the 
fair name by which you have been 
called? Ac 11:26; 1 Pe 4:16 

8 If, however, you are fulfilling 
the royal law according to the Scrip- 
ture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well. 

9 But if you show partiality, you 
are committing sin and are convicted 
by the "law as transgressors. Or Law 

10 For whoever keeps the whole 
law and yet stumbles in one point, he 
has become ®guilty of all. ma5:19:Ga5:3 

11 For He who said, “8Do Not com- 
MIT ADULTERY,” also said, “8Do Nor 
COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do not 
commit adultery, but do commit mur- 
der, you have become a transgressor 
of the law. Ex 20:14; De 5:18 © Ex 20:13: De 5:17 

12 So speak and so act as those 
who are to be judged by 8the law of 
liberty. Jam 1:25 

13 For judgment will be merciless 
to one who has shown no mercy; 
mercy triumphs over judgment. 


Faith and Works 
14 ®What use is it, my brethren, 
if someone says he has faith but 
he has no works? Can "that faith save 
him? Jam 1:22ff * Jam 1:16 © Lit the 
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15 Ifa brother or sister is without 
clothing and in need of daily food, 

16 and one of you says to them, 
“RGo in peace, be warmed and be 
filled,” and yet you do not give them 
what is necessary for their body, what 
use is that? 1 Jo 3:17f 
- 17 Even so faith, if it has no 
works, is dead, being by itself. 

18 But someone may well say, 
“You have faith and I have works; 
show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith 
Ro 9:19 * Ma 7:16f; Ga 5:6 

19 You believe that God is one. 
RYou do well; the demons also believe, 
and shudder. De 6:4; Mk 12:29 ¢ Jam 2:8 

20 But are you willing to recog- 
nize, 8you foolish fellow, that faith 
without works is useless? Ro 9:20; 1 Co 15:36 

21 Was not Abraham our father 


2 justified by works when he offered up 


Isaac his son on the altar? 
22 You see that ®faith was work- 
ing with his works, and as a re- 
sult of the R8works, faith was 
perfected; Jo 6:29; He 11:17 

23 and the Scripture was fulfilled 
which says, “RAND ABRAHAM BELIEVED 
GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the 
friend of God. Ge 15:6; Ro 4:3 

24 You see that a man is justified 
by works and not by faith alone. 

25 In the same way, was not 
Rahab the harlot also justified by 
works when she received the messen- 
gers and sent them out by another 
way? 

26 For just as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so also ®faith without 
works is dead. Ga 5:6; Jam 2:17, 20 


The Tongue Is a Fire 
RLet not many of you become 
teachers, my brethren, knowing 
that as such we will incur a stricter 
judgment. Ma 23:8; Ro 2:20f; 1 Ti 1:7 ¢ Jam 1:16; 3:10 
2 For we all ®stumble in many 
ways. 8If anyone does not stum- 
ble in what he says, he is a perfect 
man, able to bridle the whole body as 
well. Jam 2:10 * Ma 12:34-37; Jam 3:2-12 « Jam 1:4 
3 Now if we put the bits into the 
horses’ mouths so that they will obey 
us, we direct their entire body as well. 
4 Look at the ships also, though 
they are so great and are driven by 


JAMES 3:17 


strong winds, are still directed by a 
very small rudder wherever the incli- 
nation of the pilot desires. 

5 So also the tongue is a small 
part of the body, and yet it Sboasts of 
great things. 

See how great a forest is set aflame 
by such a small fire! Ps 12:38; 73:88 Pr 26:20f 

6 And ®the tongue is a fire, the 
very world of iniquity; the tongue is 
set among our members as that which 
defiles the entire body, and sets on 
fire the course of our life, and is set 
on fire by hell. Ps 120:2, 3; Pr 16:27 * Ma 5:22 

7 For every ‘species of beasts 
and birds, of reptiles and creatures of 
the sea, is tamed and has been tamed 
by the human ‘race. Lit nature « Lit nature 

8 But no one can tame the 
tongue; it is a restless evil and full of 
Rdeadly poison. Ps 140:3; Ec 10:11; Ro 3:13 

9 With it we bless Sour Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse men, 
Rwho have been made in the likeness 
of God; Jam 1:27 ¢ Ge 1:26; 1 Co 11:7 

10 from the same mouth come 
both blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be 
this way. 

11 Does a fountain send out from 
the same opening both "fresh and bit- 
ter water? Lit sweet 

12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, 
produce olives, or a vine produce figs? 
Nor can salt water produce fresh. 


Wisdom from Above 
3 Who among you is wise and 
understanding? ®Let him show by his 
Rgood behavior his deeds in the gen- 
tleness of wisdom. Jam 2:18 © 1 Pe 2:12 
yw 14 But if you have bitter jeal- 
ousy and selfish ambition in 
your heart, do not be arrogant and so 
lie against ®the truth. 17: 2:4; Jam 1:18; 5:19 
15 This wisdom is not that which 
comes down from above, but is 
earthly, natural, demonic. Jam 1:17 
16 For where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing. Le. in that place 
17 But the wisdom ®from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, ®gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and 
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good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy. Jam 1:17 © 2 Co 7:11; Jam 4:8 ¢ Tit 3:2 

18 And the seed whose fruit is 
righteousness is sown in peace ‘by 
those who make peace. Or for 


Things to Avoid 

TWhat is the source of quarrels and 

Rconflicts among you? Is not the 
source your pleasures that wage war 
in your members? Tit 3:9 © Ro 7:23 
y* 2 You lust and do not have; so 

you §commit murder. You are en- 
vious and cannot obtain; so you fight 
and quarrel. You do not have because 
you do not ask. Jam 5:6; 1 Jo 3:15 
3 You ask and 8do not receive, 
because you ask ‘with wrong mo- 
tives, so that you may spend it on 
your pleasures. 1 Jo 3:22; 5:14 Lit wickedly 
4 You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with ®the world 
is ®hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of 
God. Je 2:2; Eze 16:32 ¢ Jam 1:27 * Ro 8:7; 1 Jo 2:15 
5 Or do you think that the Scrip- 
ture ®speaks to no purpose: “‘He jeal- 
ously desires the Spirit which He has 
made to dwell in us”? Nu 23:19 
y* 6 But 8He gives a greater grace. 
Therefore it says, “Gop IS op- 
POSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE 
TO THE HUMBLE.” Is 54:7f; Ma 13:12 
7 Submit therefore to God. ®Re- 
sist the devil and he will flee 
from you. 1 Pe 5:6 © Ep 4:27; 6:11f; 1 Pe 5:8f 
8 Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you ®double-minded. Jam 1:8 
9 Be miserable and mourn and 
weep; let your laughter be turned into 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 

10 SHumble yourselves in the 
presence of the Lord, and He will 
exalt you. Job 5:11; Eze 21:26; Lk 1:52: Jam 4:6 

11 Do not speak against one an- 
other, brethren. He who speaks 
against a brother or judges his 
brother, speaks against 8the law and 
judges the law; but if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law but 
a judge of it. 2 co 12:20; Jam 5:9; 1 Pe 2:1 © Jam 2:8 

12 There is only one 8Lawgiver 
and Judge, the One who is able to 
save and to destroy; but who are you 
who judge your neighbor? 1s 33:22: Jam 5:9 
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yw 13 Come now, you who say, 
“RToday or tomorrow we will go 
to such and such a city, and spend a 
year there and engage in business 
and make a profit.” Pr 27:1; Lk 12:18-20 

14 Yet you do not know what your 
life will be like tomorrow. You are just 
a vapor that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes away. 

15 Instead, you ought to say, “RIf 
the Lord wills, we will live and also 
do this or that.” Ac 18:21 

16 But as it is, you boast in your 
arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 

17 Therefore, 8to one who knows 
the right thing to do and does not do 
it, tohimitis sin. — Lk 12:47; Jo9:41;2 Pe 2:21 


Misuse of Riches | : 
RCome now, ®you rich, weep an 
howl for your miseries which are 

coming upon you. Jam 4:13 « Lk 6:24: 1 1169 

2 ®Your riches have rotted and 
your garments have become moth- 
eaten. Job 13:28; Is 50:9; Ma 6:19f 

3 Your gold and your silver have 
rusted; and their rust will be a witness 
against you and will consume your 
flesh like fire. It is in the last days that 
you have stored up your treasure! 

4 Behold, the pay of the labor- 
ers who mowed your fields, and 
which has been withheld by you. cries 
out against you; and the outcry of 
those who did the harvesting has 
reached the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth. Le 19:13; Job 24:10f; Je 22:13; Mal 3:5 

5 You have lived luxuriously on 
the earth and led a life of wanton 
pleasure; you have fattened your 
hearts in a day of slaughter. 

6 You have condemned and put 
to death ®the righteous man; he does 
not resist you. Jam 4:2 © He 10:38; 1 Pe 4:18 


Exhortation 

“7 Therefore be patient, brethren, 
7 until the coming of the Lord. 
*The farmer waits for the precious 
produce of the soil, being patient 
about it, until Tit gets the early and late 
rains. Jam 4:11; 5:9, 10 * Ga 6:9 * Or he 


%* 4:2-4 4:5 Or The spirit which He has made to 
dwell in us lusts withenvy 2% 4.6 3% 4:7-10 
% 4:13-15 ws 5-7-8 


| ment. 
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8 You too be patient; strengthen 
your hearts, for 8the coming of the 
| Lord is near. Jo 21:22; 1 Thess 2:19 

9 Do not complain, brethren, 
against one another, so that you your- 
selves may not be judged; behold, the 
| Judge is standing right at the door. 

10 As an example, ®brethren, of 
suffering and patience, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of 

the Lord. Jam 4:11; 5:7,9 Ma 5:12 
11 We count those blessed who 
- endured. You have heard of 8the en- 
durance of Job and have seen the out- 
- come of the Lord’s dealings, that the 
Lord is full of compassion and is mer- 
ciful. Ma 5:10; 1 Pe 3:14 © Job 1:21f; 2:10 

12 But above all, 8my brethren, 
Rdo not swear, either by heaven or by 
earth or with any other oath; but 


‘| ‘your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, 


so that you may not fall under judg- 
Jam 1:16 ¢ Ma 5:34-37 
yw 13 Is anyone among you suffer- 
ing? Then he must pray. Is any- 

one cheerful? He is to sing praises. 
14 Is anyone among you sick? 
Then he must call for 8the elders of 
the church and they are to pray over 


JAMES 5:20 


him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord; Ac 11:30 

15 and the prayer offered in faith 
will Frestore the one who is sick, and 
the Lord will 8raise him up, and if he 
has committed sins, they will be for- 
given him. Jo 6:39; 2 Co 4:14 « Lit it 

16 Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another, and pray for one another 
so that you may be healed. The effec- 
tive prayer of a righteous man can ac- 
complish much. 

17 Elijah was 8a man with a nature 
like ours, and ®he prayed ‘earnestly 
that it would not rain, and it did not 
rain on the earth for three years and 
six months. Ac 14:15 © 1 Ki 17:1; 18:1 

18 Then he prayed again, and 
Rthe sky poured rain and the earth 
produced its fruit. 1 Ki 18:42 ¢ 1 Ki 18:45 
vee 19 My brethren, ®if any among 

you strays from the truth and 
one turns him back, Ma 18:15; Ga 6:1 ¢ Jam 3:14 

20 let him know that he who turns 
a sinner from the error of his way will 
save his soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins. 


% 5:13-17 5:15 Orsave 2% 5:19-20 


1 a Daal ND! 


Author: The early church universally 
acknowledged the authentic- 
ity and authority of 1 Peter. It 
is likely that Peter used Sil- 
vanus as. his scribe (5:12), 
This epistle was addressed to 
Christians throughout Asia 
Minor, indicating the spread of 
the gospel in regions not evan- 
gelized when Acts was written. 
It was written from Babylon 
(5:13), but scholars are di- 
vided as to whether this refers 
literally to Babylon in Mesopo- 
tamia or symbolically to Rome. 
It is probably the latter as tra- 
dition consistently indicates 
that Peter spent the last few 
years of his life in Rome. 


Time: C. A.D. 63-34 
Key Verse: 1 Pe 4:12-13 


A Living Hope, and a Sure 
Salvation 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To those who reside as aliens, 
scattered throughout ®Pontus, Gala- 
tia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
who are chosen 2 Pe l:l° 1 Pe 2:11 © Ac 2:9 
2 according to the foreknowl- 
edge of God the Father, by the sanc- 
tifying work of the Spirit, to obey 
Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with 
His blood: May grace and peace be 
yours in the fullest measure. 2m 2:13 
3 ®Blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has 
caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 2 Co 1:3 
4 to obtain an inheritance 
which is imperishable and undefiled 
and will not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, Ac 20:32; Ro 8:17; Col 3:24 
9 who are protected by the 
power of God through faith for 8a sal- 


First Peter was probably writ- 
ten to the Roman provinces of 
Turkey at the beginning of 
Nero’s persecutions of Chris- 
tians. Its primary message is 
one of comfort, hope, and en- 
couragement. He asks the 
readers to hold fast to the 
faith in the midst of the com- 
ing persecution. In these let- 
ters we get a picture of a 
mature Peter who has incor- 
porated Christ’s crucifixion 
and death and resurrection 
into his thinking about suffer- 
ing. He fully understands, and 
even looks forward to, the 
glory that is to come after the 
sufferings of this life. 


Theme: 


vation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. Jo 10:28; Ph 4:7 © 1 Co 1:21; 2 Th 2:13 
6 ®In this you greatly rejoice, 
even though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been distressed 
by various trials, Ro 5:21 Pe 5:10 © 1 Pe 3:17 
: aX 7 so that the ®proof of your 
~~ faith, being more precious than 
gold which is perishable, even 
though tested by fire, may be found 
to result in praise and glory and 
honor at ®the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; Jam 1:3 * Ro 2:7 © Lk 17:30; 1 Pe 1:13; 4:13 
yw 8 and ®though you have not seen 
Him, you love Him, and though 

you do not see Him now, but believe in 
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy in- 
expressible and full of glory, 3020.29 
9 obtaining as ®the outcome of 
your faith the salvation of Fyour 
souls. Ro 6:22 
10 As to this the 


Y 13-6 Wi7 1:8-9 1:9 One early ms 
does not contain your 


salvation, 
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prophets who prophesied of the 
Rerace that would come to you made 
careful searches and inquiries, 1 Pe 1:13 
11 ‘seeking to know what person 

or time "the Spirit of Christ within 
them was indicating as He ®predicted 
the sufferings of Christ and the glo- 
ries to follow. or inquiring + 2 Pe 1:21 * Ma 26:24 
12 It was revealed to them that 
they were not serving themselves, but 
you, in these things which now have 
been announced to you through those 
who ®preached the gospel to you by 
Rthe Holy Spirit sent from heaven— 
| things into which 8angels long to 
| Tlook. 1 Pe 1:25; 4:6 © Ac 2:2-4 ¢ 1 Ti 3:16 
a 13 Therefore, prepare your minds 
for action, keep sober in spirit, fix 
your hope completely on the grace to 
‘be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 1 Pe 1:3 
14 As ®obedient children, do not 

Rbe conformed to the former 

lusts which were yours in your ®igno- 
rance, 1 Pe 1:2 © Ro 12:2; 1 Pe 4:2f ¢ Ep 4:18 

15 but ®like the Holy One who 
called you, be holy yourselves also in 
all your behavior; 1Th 4:7; 1 Jo 3:3 

16 because it is written, “You 
SHALL BE HOLY, FOR | AM HOLY.” 

17 If you 8address as Father the 
One who impartially judges accord- 
ing to each one’s work, conduct your- 
selves in fear during the time of your 
stay on earth; Ps 89:26; Je 3:19; Ma 6:9 * Ac 10:34 

18 knowing that you were not 
Rredeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your ®futile 
way of life inherited from your fore- 
fathers, Is 52:3; 1 Co 6:20; Tit 2:14; He 9:12 © Ep 4:17 

19 but with precious ®blood, as of 
a 8lamb unblemished and spotless, 
the blood of Christ. Ac 20:28; 1 Pe 1:2 ¢ Jo 1:29 

20 For He was 8foreknown before 
the foundation of the world, but has 
appeared in these last times for the 
sake of you Ac 2:23; Ep 1:4; 1 Pe 1:2; Re 13:8 

21 who through Him are ®believ- 
ers in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God. 1 Pe 1:3 

22 Since you have ®in obedience 
to the truth purified your souls 
for a sincere love of the brethren, 
fervently love one another from ‘the 
heart, 1 Pe 1:2 ¢ Jam 4:8 @ Lit unhypocritical 

23 for you have been born again 

not of seed which is perishable but 


1 PETER 2:8 


imperishable, that is, through the liv- 
ing and enduring ®word of God. He 4:12 
For, 
“ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, 
AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE 
FLOWER OF GRASS. 
THE GRASS WITHERS, 
AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF, 
25 RBUT THE WORD OF THE LoRD 
ENDURES FOREVER.” 
And this is 8the word which was 
preached to you. Is 40:8 ¢ He 6:5 


As Newborn Babes 
i Therefore, ®putting aside all 
Tmalice and all deceit and 
hypocrisy and envy and all 8slan- 
der, Ep 4:22, 25, 31; Jam 1:21 ¢ Or wickedness ¢ Jam 4:11 
2 like newborn babies, long for 
the pure milk of the word, so that by 
it you may grow ‘in respect to salva- 
tion, Ma 18:3; 19:14; Mk 10:15; Lk 18:17; 1 Co 14:20 
3 if you have 8tasted 8the kind- 
ness of the Lord. He 6:5 


As Living Stones 

4 And coming to Him as to a liv- 
ing stone which has been 8rejected by 
men, but is ‘choice and precious in 
the sight of God, 1 Pe 2:7 Lit chosen; or elect 
y* 5 Ryou also, as living stones, are 

being built up as a Spiritual 
house for a holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 1 Co 3:9 

6 For this is contained in Scrip- 
ture: 

“BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE 
STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER 
stone, 

AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM 
WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 

7 ®This precious value, then, is 
for you who believe; but for those who 
disbelieve, 

“THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 
RREJECTED, 

THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER 
stone,” 200 2:16; 1 Pe 2:7,8° 1 Pe 2:4 

8 and, 

“RA STONE OF STUMBLING AND A 
ROCK OF OFFENSE”} 

for they stumble because they are dis- 
obedient to the word, and to this 
doom they were also appointed. 1s 8:14 


3 1:22-25 1:22 Two early 
A239 B71 h' 215210 


W113) 7% 1:14-21 
mss read a clean heart 
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9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A 
royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, SO 
that you may proclaim the excellen- 
cies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; 

10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, 
but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; 
you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now 
you have RECEIVED MERCY. 

11 ®Beloved, 8] urge you as 
aliens and strangers to abstain 
from fleshly lusts which wage war 
against the soul. He 6:9; 1 Pe 4:12 © Ro 12:1 

12 ®Keep your behavior excellent 
among the Gentiles, so that in the 
thing in which they slander you 
as evildoers, they may because of 
your good deeds, as they observe 
them, glorify God in the day of Fvisi- 
tation. 2 Co 8:21; Ph 2:15; Tit 2:8; 1 Pe 2:15; 3:16 


Honor Authority 
13 ®Submit yourselves for the 
Lord’s sake to every human in- 
stitution, whether to a king as the one 
in authority, Ro 13:1 

14 or to governors as sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and 
the praise of those who do right. 

15 For ®such is the will of God that 
by doing right you may silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men. 1 Pe 3:17 

16 Act as free men, and do not use 
your freedom as a covering for evil, 
but use it as bondslaves of God. 

17 8Honor all people, "love the 
brotherhood, ®fear God, honor the 
king. Ro 12:10; 13:7 © 1 Pe 1:22 © Pr 24:21 

18 Servants, be submissive to 
your masters with all respect, 
not only to those who are good and 
Rgentle, but also to those who are Tun- 
reasonable. Ep 6:5 © Jam 3:17 © Or perverse 

19 For this finds favor, if for the 
sake of ®conscience toward God a 
person bears up under sorrows when 
suffering unjustly. Ro 13:5; 1 Pe 3:14, 16f 

20 For what credit is there if, when 
you sin and are harshly treated, you 
endure it with patience? But if }when 
you do what is right and suffer for it 
you patiently endure it, this finds 
favor with God. 1 Pe 3:17 


Christ Is Our Example 
21 For you have been called for 
this purpose, since Christ also suf- 


1352 


fered for you, leaving you an example 
for you to follow in His steps, 

22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS 
ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 

23 Tand while being reviled, He 
did not revile in return; while suffer- 
ing, He uttered no threats, but kept 
entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; Lit who ¢ Is 53:7; He 12:3; 1 Pe 3:9 

24 and He Himself ®bore our sins 
in His body on the cross, so that we 
might die to sin and live to righteous- 
ness; for by His wounds you were 
healed. Is 53:4, 11; 1 Co 15:3; He 9:28 

25 For you were &continually 
straying like sheep, but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls. Is 53:6 


Godly Living 

In the same way, you wives, ®be 
¥* Dsubmissive to your own hus- 
bands so that even if any of them are 
disobedient to the word, they may be 
won without a word by the behavior 
of their wives, Ep 5:22; Col 3:18 

2 as they observe your chaste 
and 'respectful behavior. © Lit with respect 

3 ®Your adornment must not be 
merely external—braiding the hair, 
and wearing gold jewelry, or putting 
on dresses; Is 3:18ff; 1 Ti 2:9 

4 but let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the imperishable 
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is precious in the sight of God. 

5 For in this way in former times 
the holy women also, who hoped in 
God, used to adorn themselves, being 
submissive to their own husbands; 

6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
Rcalling him lord, and you have be- 
come her children if you do what is 
right ®without being frightened by 
any fear. Ge 18:12 ¢ 1 Pe 3:14 
y* 7 You husbands in the same 

way, live with your wives in an 
understanding way, as with someone 
weaker, since she is a woman; and 
show her honor as a fellow heir of the 
grace of life, so that your prayers will 
not be hindered. 1Th 4:4 
8 ‘To sum up, ®all of you be har- 
monious, sympathetic, ®broth- 


% 11-12. 2:12 Le. Christ’s coming again in 
judgment 2% 2:13-17 3% 2:18-24 37% 3:1-6 
YH 3:7. HK 3:8-12 
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erly, *kindhearted, and ®humble in 
spirit; Or Finally * Ro 12:16 © 1 Pe 1:22 ¢ Ep 4:32 

- 9 8not returning evil for evil or 
insult for insult, but giving a blessing 
instead; for 8you were called for the 
very purpose that you might inherit a 
blessing. Ro 12:17; 1 Th 5:15 ¢ 1 Pe 2:21 

10 For, 

“RTHE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO 
LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, 
MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM 
EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM 
SPEAKING DECEIT. Ps 34:12, 13 
11 “SHE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL 
AND DO GOOD; 
HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND 
PURSUE IT. Ps 34:14 
12 “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE 
TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, 
AND HIs EARS ATTEND TO THEIR 
PRAYER, 
BUT THE FACE OF THE LorD Is 
AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.” 
13. "Who is ‘there to harm you if 
you prove zealous for what is 
good? Pr 16:7 * Lit the one who will harm you 

14 But even if you should 8suffer 
for the sake of righteousness, ®you 
are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR 
TINTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROU- 
BLED, Ma 5:10; 1 Pe 2:19ff; 4:15f ¢ Jam 5:11 © Lit fear 

15 but sanctify ®Christ as Lord in 
your hearts, always being ready ®to 
make a defense to everyone who asks 
you to give an account for the hope 
that is in you, yet with gentleness and 
reverence; 1 Pe 1:3 Col 4:6 

16 and keep a ®good conscience 
so that in the thing in which ®you are 
slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ will be put to 
shame. 1 Ti 1:5; He 13:18; 1 Pe 3:21 © 1 Pe 2:12, 15 

17 For it is better, 8if God should 
will it so, that you suffer for doing 
what is right rather than for doing 
what is wrong. Ac 18:21; 1 Pe 1:6; 2:15; 4:19 
ae 18 For Christ also died for sins 

once for all, the just for the un- 
just, so that He might bring us to God, 
having been put to death in the flesh, 
but made alive in the spirit; 

19 in Twhich also He went and 
made proclamation to the spirits now 
in prison, Or whom 

20 who once were disobedient, 
when the patience of God kept wait- 
ing in the days of Noah, during the 
construction of the ark, in which a 
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few, that is, eight persons, were 
brought safely through the water. 

_ 21 8Corresponding to that, bap- 
tism now saves you—®not the removal 
of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 
to God for a good conscience— 
through ®the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, Ac 16:33; Tit 3:5 ¢ He 9:14; 10:22 ¢ 1 Pe 1:3 

_ 22 Rwho is at the right hand of 
God, having gone into heaven, Rafter 
angels and authorities and powers 
had been subjected to Him. Mk 16:19 


Keep Fervent in Your Love 

oa Athen tone. since Christ has 
Fsuffered in the flesh, 8arm 

yourselves also with the same pur- 

pose, because he who has suffered in 

the flesh has ceased from sin, Ep 6:13 

2 so as to live the rest of the time 
in the flesh no longer for the lusts of 
men, but for the will of God. 

3 For the time already past is suf- 
ficient for you to have carried out the 
desire of the Gentiles, having pursued 
a course of sensuality, lusts, drunken- 
ness, carousing, drinking parties and 
abominable idolatries. 

4 In all this, they are surprised 
that you do not run with them into the 
same excesses of dissipation, and 
they ®malign you; Ep 5:18 « 1 Pe 3:16 

5 but they will give account to 
Him who is ready to judge ®the living 
and the dead. Ac 10:42; Ro 14:9; 2 Ti 4:1 

6 For ®the gospel has for this pur- 
pose been ‘preached even to those 
who are dead, that though they are 
judged in the flesh as men, they may 
live in the spirit according to the will 
of God. 1 Pe 3:18 Le. preached in their lifetimes 

7 ®The end of all things is near; 
therefore, be of sound judgment 
and sober spirit for the purpose of 
prayer. Ro 13:11; He 9:26; Jam 5:8; 1 Jo 2:18 
y* 8 Above all, keep fervent in your 

love for one another, because 
love covers a multitude of sins. 

9 Be hospitable to one another 
without complaint. 111 3:2; He 13:2 * Ph 2:14 

10 RAs each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in serving one 
another as good ®stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. Ro 12:6f + 1 Co 4:1 

11 ®Whoever speaks, is to do so as 


%* 3:13-17 3:15 Le.setapart 2% 3:18 
Y% 4:1-2 4:1 ]e.suffered death 2% 4:8-17 
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one who is speaking the utterances of 
God; whoever serves is to do so as 
one who is serving by the strength 
which God supplies; so that in all 
things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the 
glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 1 Th 2:4; Tit 2:1, 15; He 13:7 


Share the Sufferings of Christ 

12 ®Beloved, do not be surprised 
at the ®fiery ordeal among you, which 
comes upon you for your testing, as 
though some strange thing were hap- 
pening to you; 1 Pe 2:11 © 1 Pe 1:6f 

13 but to the degree that you 
Xshare the sufferings of Christ, keep 
on rejoicing, so that also at the ®reve- 
lation of His glory you may rejoice 
with exultation. Ro 8:17;2 Co 1:5: 4:10: Ph 3:10 

14 If you are reviled "for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, be- 
cause the Spirit of glory and of God 
restS ON YOU. Lit in Jo 15:21; He 11:26: 1 Pe 4:16 

15 Make sure that none of you 
suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evil- 
doer, or a troublesome meddler; 

16 but if anyone suffers as a Chris- 
tian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to 
glorify God in this name. 

17 For it is time for judgment to 
begin with the household of God; and 
if it Sbegins with us first, what will be 
the outcome for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? Ro 2:9 

18 RAND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY 
THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT 
WILL BECOME OF THE 8GODLESS MAN AND 
THE SINNER? Pr 11:31; Lk 23:31 
ea 19 Therefore, those also who 

suffer according to the will of 
God shall entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator in doing what is right. 


Serve God Willingly 
RTherefore, I exhort the elders 
among you, as your fellow elder 
and witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and a partaker also of the 
glory that is to be revealed, Ac 11:30 
2 shepherd the flock of God 
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among you, exercising oversight not 
under compulsion, but.voluntarily, ac- 
cording to the will of God; and not for 
sordid gain, but with eagerness; 

3 nor yet as lording it over those 
allotted to your charge, but proving to 
be examples to the flock. | 
a) 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 

> appears, you will receive the 8un- 
fading crown of glory. . 1 Pe 2:25 «1 Pe 1:4 
yw 5 You younger men, likewise, 
be subject to your elders; and all 

of you, clothe yourselves with humil- 
ity toward one another, for Gop Is op- 
POSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE 
TO THE HUMBLE. Lk 22:26; 1 Ti 5:1 

6 Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that 
He may exalt you at the proper time, 

7 casting all your anxiety on 
Him, because He cares for you. 

8 ®Be of sober spirit, be on the 
alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 1 Pe 1:13 

9 ®But resist him, ®firm in your 
faith, knowing that ®the same experi- 
ences of suffering are being accom- 
plished by your brethren who are in 
the world. Jam 4:7 © Col 2:5 © Ac 14:22 

10 After you have suffered fora 
little while, the God of all grace, who 
called you to His eternal glory in 
Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, 
strengthen and establish you. 

11 8To Him be dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. Ro 11:36; 1 Pe 4:11 

12 Through 8Silvanus, our faithful 
brother (for so I regard him), I have 
written to you briefly, exhorting and 
testifying that this is the true grace of 
God. ®Stand firm in it! 200 1:19*1Co 15:1 

13. She who is in Babylon, chosen 
together with you, sends you greet- 
Ings, and so does my son, Mark. 

14 ®Greet one another with a kiss 
of love. 

*Peace be to you all who are in 
Christ. Ro 16:16 © Ep 6:23 
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No other book in the New Tes- 
tament poses as many prob- 
lems of authenticity as does 2 
Peter. But in spite of the ex- 
ternal and internal problems, 
the traditional position of 
Petrine authorship overcomes 
more difficulties than any 
other option, This epistle was 
written just before the apos- 
tle’s death (1:14), probably 
from Rome. 


Time: C. A.D. 64-66 
Key Verse: 2 Pe 1:20-21 


Author: 


Growth in Christian Virtue 

Simon Peter, a bond-servant and 

apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have received a faith 
of the same kind as ours, by ®the 
righteousness of Sour God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ: Ro 3:21-26 « Tit 2:13 

2 ®Grace and peace be multiplied 
to you in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord; Ro 1:7; 1 Pe 1:2 

3 seeing that His 8divine power 
has granted to us everything pertain- 
ing to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of Him who called us 
by His own glory and excellence. 

4 For by these He has granted to 
us His precious and magnificent 
promises, so that by them you may be- 
come partakers of the divine nature, 
having ®escaped the corruption that is 
in the world by lust. 2 Pe 2:18, 20 

5 Now for this very reason also, 
applying all diligence, in your faith 
supply moral excellence, and in your 
moral excellence, knowledge, 

6 and in your knowledge, ®self- 
control, and in your self-control, ®per- 
severance, and in your perseverance, 
Rgodliness, Ac 24:25 © Lk 21:19 © 2 Pe 1:3 

7 and in your godliness, ®broth- 


Theme: While 1 Peter deals with suf- 
fering and persecution caused 
by people outside the church, 
2 Peter deals more with the 
need for the true spiritual 
knowledge and maturity in the 
face of false teachers who 
would distort the faith from in- 
side the church. He gives his 
readers insight into the think- 
ing of the false teachers and 
encourages opposition to 
them. He also urges watchful- 
ness for Christ’s return 
through all the events at the 
end of the age. 


erly kindness, and in your brotherly 
kindness, love. Ro 12:10; 1 Pe 1:22 
8 For if these qualities are yours 
and are increasing, they render you 
neither useless nor 8unfruitful in the 
true ®knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Col 1:10 « Jo 17:3; Ph 3:8; 2 Pe 1:2, 3; 2:20; 3:18 
9 For he who lacks these quali- 
ties is ®blind or short-sighted, having 
forgotten his ®purification from his 
former sins. 1 Jo 2:11 © Ep 5:26; Tit 2:14 
10 Therefore, brethren, be all the 
more diligent to make certain about 
His ®calling and choosing you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you 
will never stumble; Ma 22:14; Ro 11:29; 2 Pe 1:3 
11 for in this way the entrance 
into ®the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ will be abun- 
dantly supplied to you. 2 Ti 4:18 
12 Therefore, I will always be 
ready to remind you of these things, 
even though you already know them, 
and have been established in the truth 
which is present with you. 
13 I consider it ®right, as long as I 
am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you 
up by way of reminder, Ph 1:7 
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14 knowing that ®the laying aside 
of my earthly dwelling is imminent, 
as also our Lord Jesus Christ has 
made clear to me. 2 Co 5:1; 2 Ti 4:6 

15 And I will also be diligent that 
at any time after my ®departure you 
will be able to call these things to 
mind. Lk 9:31 


Eyewitnesses 
16 For we did not follow cleverly 
devised tales when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye- 
witnesses of His majesty. 1711-4: 2 Pe 2:3 
17 For when He received honor 
and glory from God the Father, such 
an utterance as this was made to 
Him by the ®Majestic Glory, “This is 
My beloved Son with whom I am 
well-pleased”— Ma 17:5; Mk 9:7; Lk 9:35 « He 1:3 
18 and we ourselves heard this 
Tutterance made from heaven when 
we were with Him on the ®holy moun- 
tain. Lit voice brought ¢ Ex 3:5; Jos 5:15 
19 So we have ®the prophetic 
word made more &sure, to which you 
do well to pay attention as to 8a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star arises in 
your hearts. 1 Pe 1:10f * He 2:2 © Ps 119:105 
yy 20 But know this first of all, that 
no prophecy of Scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, 
21 for no prophecy was ever made 
by an act of human will, but men 
Rmoved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God. 2 Sa 23:2: Lk 1:70; Ac 1:16; 3:18: 1 Pe 1:1] 


The Rise of False Prophets 
But false prophets also arose 
among the people, just as there will 
also be false teachers among you, 
who will secretly introduce destruc- 
tive heresies, even denying the Master 
who ®bought them, bringing swift de- 
struction upon themselves. 1 Co 6:20 
2 Many will follow their sensual- 
ity, and because of them the way of 
the truth will be ®maligned; Ro 2:24 
3 and in their greed they will ex- 
ploit you with false words; their judg- 
ment from long ago is not idle, and 

their destruction is not asleep. 
4 For if God did not spare an- 
gels when they sinned, but cast 
them into hell and committed them 
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to pits of darkness, reserved for judg- 
ment; Jude 6 * Re 20:1f 

5 and did not spare the ancient 
world, but preserved Noah, a 
preacher of righteousness, with seven 
others, when He brought a flood upon 
the world of the ungodly; ie, 

6 and if He condemned the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruc- 
tion by reducing them to ashes, hav- 
ing made them an Fexample to those 
who would 8live ungodly lives there- 
after; Is 1:9; Ma 10:15; 11:23; Ro 9:29; Jude 7 

7 and if He ®rescued righteous 
Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct 
of unprincipled men Ge 19:16, 29 

8 (for by what he saw and heard 
that ®righteous man, while living 
among them, felt his righteous soul 
tormented day after day by their law- 
less deeds), He 11:4 
y* 9 ®then the Lord knows how to 

rescue the godly from tempta- 
tion, and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment for the ®day of 
judgment, 1 Co 10:13; Re 3:10 

10 and especially those who 
Rindulge the flesh in its corrupt de- 
sires and ®despise authority. 

Daring, self-willed, they do not 
tremble when they revile angelic 
majesties, — 2 Pe 3:3: Jude 16, 18 « Ex 22:28: Jude 8 

11 Rwhereas angels who are 
greater in might and power do not 
bring a reviling judgment against 
them before the Lord. Jude 9 

12 But ®these, like unreasoning 
animals, ®born as creatures of instinct 
to be captured and killed, reviling 
where they have no knowledge, will 
in the destruction of those creatures 
also be destroyed, — jude 10 « Je 12:3: Col 2:22 

13. suffering wrong as ®the wages 
of doing wrong. They count it a pleas- 
ure to ®revel in the daytime. They are 
stains and blemishes, "reveling in 
their ‘deceptions, as they carouse 
with you, _ 2 Pe 2:15 ¢ Ro 13:13 © 1 Th 5:7 © Ro 13:13 

14 having eyes full of adultery 
that never cease from sin, enticing un- 
stable souls, having a heart trained in 
greed, accursed children; 

15 forsaking the right way, they 
have gone astray, having followed 
the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, 


Y 1:20-21 % 2:4 ¥F 29-19 2:13 One early 
ms reads love feasts 
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who loved the wages of unrighteous- 
ness; Nu 22:5, 7; De 23:4; Ne 13:2; Jude 11; Re 2:14 
16 but he received a rebuke for his 
own: transgression, for a mute don- 
key, speaking with a voice of a man, 
restrained the madness of the 
prophet. Nu 22:21, 23, 28, 30ff 
17 These are &springs without 
water and mists driven by a storm, 
Rfor whom the black darkness has 
been reserved. Jude 12 ¢ Jude 13 
18 For speaking out arrogant 
words of ®vanity they Rentice by 
fleshly desires, by sensuality, those 
who barely escape from the ones who 
live in error, Jude 16 © Ep 4:17 © 2 Pe 2:14 
19 promising them freedom while 
they themselves are slaves of corrup- 
tion; for by what a man is overcome, 

- by this he is enslaved. Jo 8:34; Ro 6:16 
20 For if, after they have 
Rescaped the defilements of the 
world by the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and are over- 
come, the last state has become worse 
for them than the first. 2 Pe 2:18 
21 For it would be better for them 
not to have known the way of right- 
eousness, than having known it, to 
turn away from the holy command- 
ment ®handed on to them. Jude 3 
22 It has happened to them ac- 
cording to the true proverb, “RA Doc 
RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,” and, “A 
sow, after washing, returns to wal- 
lowing in the mire.” Pr 26:11 


Purpose of This Letter 
This is now, ®beloved, the second 
letter I am writing to you in which 
Iam stirring up your sincere mind by 
way of reminder, 1 Pe 2:11; 2 Pe 3:8, 14, 17 
2 that you should remember the 
words spoken beforehand by the 
holy prophets and the commandment 
of the Lord and Savior spoken by 
your apostles. Lk 1:70; Ac 3:21; Ep 3:5 


The Coming Day of the Lord _ 
3 Know this first of all, that in 
the last days kmockers will come 

with their mocking, following after 

their own lusts,2 Pe 1:20 « 1 Ti 4:1; He 1:2 ¢ Jude 18 

4 and saying, “Where is the 
promise of His ®coming? For ever 
since the fathers ®fell asleep, all con- 


2 PETER 3:16 


tinues just as it was from the begin- 
ning of creation.” 17h 2:19:2 Pe 3:12 * Ac 7:60 
5 For when they maintain this, it 
escapes their notice that §by the word 
of God the heavens existed long ago 
and the earth was formed out of 
water and by water, Ge 1:6, 9; He 11:3 
6 through which 8the world at 
that time was destroyed, being 
flooded with water. 2 Pe 2:5 Ge 7:11, 12, 21f 
7 But by His word the present 
heavens and earth are being reserved 
for fire, kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men. 
y* 8 But do not let this one fact es- 
cape your notice, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is like a thou- 
sand years, and 8a thousand years 
like one day. 2 Pe 3:1 © Ps 90:4 
9 The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing for 
any to perish but for all to come to re- 
pentance. Hab 2:3; Ro 13:11; He 10:37 


A New Heaven and Earth 
; aN 10But 8the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a roar 
and the elements will be destroyed 
with intense heat, and the earth and 
its works will be "burned up. ~—1€01:8 
a 11 Since all these things are to 
be destroyed in this way, what 
sort of people ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, 

12 ®looking for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of 
which ®the heavens will be destroyed 
by burning, and the elements will 
melt with intense heat! 1 co 1:72 Pe 3:7, 10 

13 But according to His promise 
we are looking for new heavens and 
a new earth, in which righteousness 
dwells. Is 65:17; 66:22 © Ro 8:21; Re 21:1 

14 ®Therefore, ®beloved, since you 
look for these things, be diligent to be 
Rfound by Him in peace, spotless and 
blameless, 1 Co 15:58; 2 Pe 1:10 ° 2 Pe 3:1 ¢ 1 Pe 1:7 

15 and regard the patience of our 
Lord as salvation; just as also our 
beloved brother Paul, according to the 
wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

16 as also in all his letters, speak- 
ing in them of these things, in which 
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are some things hard to understand, 
which the untaught and unstable dis- 
tort, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
17 You therefore, beloved, know- 
ing this beforehand, ®be on your 
guard so that you are not carried 
away by ®the error of 8unprincipled 
men and fall from your own stead- 
fastness, 2 Pe3:1¢1Co 10:12 © 2 Pe 2:18 © 2 Pe 2:7 
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y* 18 but grow in the grace and 
Rknowledge of our ®Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 
glory, both now and to the day of eter- 
nity. Amen. 2 Pe 1:2 © 2 Pe 1:11; 2:20 


YH 3:18 


re Oa 


Author: First John was universally ac- 
cepted without dispute as au- 
thoritative by the early church. 
The internal evidence supports 
this tradition because the “we” 
(apostles), “you” (readers), 
and “they” (false teachers) 
phraseology places the writer 
in the sphere of apostolic eye- 
witness (1:1-3; 4:14). John’s 
name was well-known to the 
readers, and it was unneces- 
sary for him to mention it. The 
style and vocabulary of 1 John 
are so similar to those of the 
Fourth Gospel that most schol- 
ars acknowledge these books 
to be by the same hand. First 
John was probably written in 
Ephesus after the Gospel of 
John, but the date cannot be 
fixed with certainty. 


Time: C. A.D. 89-95 
Key Verse: 1 Jo 1:3-4 


Introduction, 
The Incarnate Word 
What was ®from the beginning, 
what we have ®heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked at and touched with 
our hands, concerning the Word of 
Life— Jo 1:1f; 1 Jo 2:13, 14 © Ac 4:20; 1 Jo 1:3 

2 and &the life was manifested, 
and we have seen and testify and pro- 
claim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was mani- 
fested to us— Jo 1:4; 1 Jo 3:5, 8; 5:20 

3 what we have seen and heard 
we proclaim to you also, so that 
you too may have fellowship with 
us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. 
yy 4 These things we write, so 

that our joy may be made com- 
plete. 


Theme: Shortly after the church began, 
people like the Gnostics con- 
tinually tried to recast the 
gospel in their own terms. 
Gnosticism made a distinction 
between the material or car- 
nal, which was evil to them, 
and the spiritual, which was 
pure. John writes as one who 
knew Jesus personally, physi- 
cally, and spiritually. He wants 
the reader to take the Christ 
he knew at face value. John 
wants his readers to believe 
the truth of his experience of 
Jesus and not the philosophi- 
cal speculation of the Gnos- 
tics. In these letters we see 
the same themes as John’s 
Gospel, light and darkness, 
truth and falsehood, life and 
death, love and hate. John 
weaves these themes together 
with a straightforward skill and 
fatherly care. 


God Is Light 
5 RThis is the message we have 
heard from Him and announce to 
you, that God is Light, and in Him 
there is no darkness at all. Jo 1:19; 1 Jo 3:11 
6 If we say that we have fellow- 
ship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we ®lie and do not practice 
the truth; — Jo 8:12; 1-Jo 2:11 © Jo 8:55; 1 Jo 2:4; 4:20 
7 but if we ®walk in the Light as 
RHe Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us 
from all sin. Is 2:5 © 1 Ti 6:16 © Tit 2:14 
8 If we say that we have no sin, 
we are deceiving ourselves and the 
Rtruth is not in us. Jo 8:44; 1 Jo 2:4 
9 RIf we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us 


YF V4 9 1:5-2:2 
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our sins and ®to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. Ps 32:5; Pr 28:13 © Tit 2:14 

10 ®If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar and His 
word is not in US. Job 15:14 « Jo 3:33; 1 Jo 5:10 


Christ Is Our Advocate ik 
My little children, I am writing 
these things to you so that you may 

not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 

an FRAdvocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous; Jo 1:4 ¢ Jo 14:16 

2 and He Himself is 8the "propiti- 
ation for our sins; and not for ours 
only, but also for those of the whole 
world. Ro 3:25; He 2:17; 1 Jo 4:10 © Or satisfaction 

3 RBy this we know that we have 
come to know Him, if we keep 

His commandments. 1 Jo 2:5; 3:24; 4:13; 5:2 

4 The one who says, “8I have 
come to know Him,” and does not 
keep His commandments, is a liar, 

and the truth is not in him; Tit 1:10 

5 but whoever ®keeps His word, 
in him the ®love of God has truly been 
perfected. By this we know that we 

are in Him: Jo 14:23 ¢ 1 Jo 4:12 

6 the one who says he abides in 
Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked. Jo 15:4 

7 ®Beloved, I am not writing a 
new commandment to you, but an old 
commandment which you have had 
from the beginning; the old com- 
mandment is the word which you 

have heard. He 6:9; 1 Jo 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, 11 

8 On the other hand, I am writ- 
ing a new commandment to you, 
which is true in Him and in you, be- 
cause the darkness is passing away 
and the true Light is already shining. 

9 The one who says he is in the 

Light and yet ®hates his brother is in 

the darkness until now. 1 Jo 2:11: 3:15: 4:20 
10 The one who loves his brother 

abides in the Light and there is no 

cause for stumbling in him. 

11 But the one who hates his 
brother is in the darkness and ®walks 
in the darkness, and does not know 
where he is going because the dark- 
ness has blinded his eyes. 

12 I am writing to you, little 
children, because your sins 
have been forgiven you for His 

name’s sake. 1 Jo 2:1 © Ac 13:38; 1 Co 6:11 
13 Iam writing to you, fathers, be- 

cause you know Him 8who has been 
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from the beginning. I am writing to 
you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I have written 
to you, children, because 8you know 
the Father. 1 Jo 1:1 © Jo 14:7; 1 Jo 2:3 

14 I have written to you, fathers, 
because you know Him 8who has 
been from the beginning. I have writ- 
ten to you, young men, because you 
are ®strong, and the word of God 
abides in you, and 8you have over- 
come the evil one. 1 Jo 1:1 © Ep 6:10 


Do Not Love the World 

y* 15 Do not love the world nor 
the things in the world. ®If any- 

one loves the world, the love of the Fa- 

ther is not in him. Ro 12:2; Jam 1:27 « Jam 4:4 

16 For all that is in the world, 8the 
lust of the flesh and ®the lust of the 
eyes and &the boastful pride of life, is 
not from the Father, but is from the 
world. Ro 13:14; Ep 2:3; 1 Pe 2:11 ¢ Pr 27:20 ¢ Jam 4:16 

17 The world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the 
will of God lives forever. 

18 Children, it is the last hour; and 
just as you heard that antichrist is 
coming, even now many antichrists 
have appeared; from this we know 
that it is the last hour. 

19 ®They went out from us, but 
they were not really of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have re- 
mained with us; but they went out, 
Xso that it would be shown that they 
all are not of us. Ac 20:30 © 1 Go 11:19 

20 ‘But you have an 8anoint- 
ing from ®the Holy One, and you all 
know. Lit And ¢ 2 Co 1:21; 1 Jo 2:27 ¢ Mk 1:24; Ac 10:38 

21 I have not written to you be- 
cause you do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it, and "because 
no lie is of the truth. Or know that 

22 Who is the liar but §the one who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is 
the antichrist, the one who denies the 
Father and the Son. 1 Jo 4:3; 2 Jo7 

23 Whoever denies the Son does 
not have the Father; the one who con- 
fesses the Son has the Father also. 
Ue 24 As for you, let that abide in 

_ you which you heard "from the 
beginning. If what you heard from the 


2:1 Gr Paracletos, one called alongside to help; or 
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beginning abides in you, you also 
Rwill abide in the Son and in the Fa- 
ther. 1 Jo 2:7 © Jo 14:23; 1 Jo 1:3; 2 Jo 9 


The Promise Is Eternal Life 

25 This is the promise which He 
Himself made to us: eternal life. 

26 These things I have written to 
you concerning those who are trying 
to Rdeceive you. 1 Jo 3:7; 2 Jo7 

27 As for you, the anointing which 
you received from Him abides in you, 


+ and you have no need for anyone to 


teach you; but as His anointing 
_ teaches you about all things, and is 
_ Rtrue and is not a lie, and just as it has 
taught you, you abide in Him. Jo 14:17 
28 Now, little children, abide in 
Him, so that when He Rappears, 

we may have confidence and not 
| shrink away from Him in shame at 
| His coming. 1 Jo2:1 «Lk 17:30: Col 3:4; 1 Jo 3:2 
29 If you know that He is right- 
' eous, you know that everyone also 
who practices righteousness "is born 
of Him. —_ Jo 1:13; 3:3; 1 Jo 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18; 3 Jo 11 


cated of God Love One 
Another 
eee Rhow great a love the Fa- 
y~ ther has bestowed on us, that 
we would be called children of God; 
and such we are. For this reason the 
world does not know us, because it 
did not know Him. Jo 3:16; 1 Jo 4:10 
> 2 ®Beloved, now we are ®children 
> of God, and it has not appeared 
as yet what we will be. We know that 
when He appears, we will be like Him, 
because we will see Him just as He 
is. 1 Jo 2:7 ® Jo 1:12; 11:52; Ro 8:16; 1 Jo 3:1, 10 
yw 3 And everyone who has this 
Rhope fixed on Him purifies him- 
self, just as He is pure. Ro 15:12; 1 Pe 1:3 
yw 4 Everyone who practices sin 
also practices lawlessness; and 
Rsin is lawlessness. Ro 4:15; 1 Jo 5:17 
5 You know that He 8appeared in 
order to take away sins; and 8in Him 
there is NO SiN. 1 Jo 1:2; 3:8 © 2 Co 5:21; 1 Jo 2:29 
6 No one who abides in Him 
Rgins; no one who sins has seen Him 
or knows Him. 1 Jo 3:9 © 1 Jo 2:3; 3 Jo 11 
7 Little children, make sure no 
one deceives you; ®the one who prac- 
tices righteousness is righteous, just as 
He is righteous; 1 Jo 2:1 © 1 Jo 2:26 © 1 Jo 2:29 
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8 the one who practices sin is of 
the devil; for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. The Son of God 
appeared for this purpose, 8to destroy 
the works of the devil. Jo 12:31; 16:11 

9 No one who is ‘born of God 
practices sin, because His seed abides 
in him; and he cannot sin, because he 
is born of God. Or begotten 

10 By this the children of God and 
the children of the devil are obvious: 
anyone who does not practice right- 
eousness is not of God, nor the one 
who does not love his brother. 

11 For this is the message which 
you have heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another; 

12 not as 8Cain, who was of &the 
evil one and slew his brother. And for 
what reason did he slay him? Because 
his deeds were evil, and his brother’s 
were righteous. Ge 4:8 © Ma 5:37; 1 Jo 2:13f 

13 Do not be surprised, brethren, 
if the world hates you. Jo 15:18; 17:14 

14 We know that we have 

passed out of death into life, be- 
cause we love the brethren. He who 
does not love abides in death. 

15 Everyone who &hates his 
brother is a murderer; and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abid- 
ing in him. Ma 5:21f; Jo 8:44 
w* 16 We know love by this, that 

RHe laid down His life for us; and 
Rwe ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. — Jo 10:11; 15:13 e Ph 2:17; 1 Th 2:8 

17 But ®whoever has the world’s 
goods, and sees his brother in need 
and ®closes his "heart against him, 
Rhow does the love of God abide in 

Jam 2:15f ¢ De 15:7 ¢ Lit inward parts 

18 Little children, let us not love 
with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and &truth. 1 Jo 2:1; 3:7¢2Jo1;3Jo1 

19 We will know by this that we 
are ®of the truth, and will ‘assure our 
heart before Him 1 Jo 2:21 ¢ Lit persuade 

20 in whatever our heart con- 
demns us; for God is greater than our 
heart and knows all things. 

21 ®Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have ®confidence 
Thefore God; 1 Jo3:2¢ 1 Jo 2:28; 5:14 « Lit toward 

22 and whatever we ask we re- 
ceive from Him, because we ®keep His 
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commandments and do the things 
that are pleasing in His sight. — 1 Jo2:3 
23 This is His commandment, that 
we believe in the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, 
just as He commanded us. Jo 6:29 
va 24 The one who keeps His com- 
mandments 8abides in Him, and 

He in him. We know by this that He 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom He 
has given us. Jo 6:56; 10:38; 1 Jo 2:6, 24; 4:15 


Testing the Spirits 

A Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, because 

Rmany false prophets have gone out 

into the world. 3 Jo 11 Je 14:14; 2 Pe 2:1: 1 Jo 2:18 

2. By this you know the Spirit of 
God: ®every spirit that confesses that 
RJesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God; 10 12:3 © 1 Jo 2:23 * Jo 1:14: 1 Jo 1:2 

3 and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God; this is 
the spirit of the antichrist, of which 
you have heard that it is coming, and 
now it is already in the world. 

4 You are from God, 8 little chil- 
dren, and have overcome them; be- 
cause greater is He who is in you than 
he who is in the world. 1 Jo 2:1 

5 They are from the world; there- 
fore they speak as from the world, 
and the world listens to them. 

6 RWe are from God; he who 
knows God listens to us; he who is not 
from God does not listen to us. By this 
we know the spirit of truth and ®the 
spirit of error. Jo 8:23; 1 Jo 4:41 Ti4:1 


God Is Love 
yw 7 ®Beloved, let us love one an- 
other, for love is from God; and 
Reveryone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 1J02:7¢1Jo3:11¢1 Jo5-1 
8 The one who does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. 
9 By this the love of God was 
manifested in us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world 
so that we might live through Him. 

10 In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be 8the propitiation 
for our Sins. Ro 5:8, 10; 1 Jo 4:19 © 1 Jo 2:2 

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. 
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oF 12 RNo one has seen God at any 
time; if we love one another, God 
abides in us, and His love is perfected 
in us. Jo 1:18; 1 Ti 6:16; 1 Jo 4:20 
13. ®By this we know that we abide 

in Him and He in us, because He has 
given us of His Spirit. Ro 8:9; 1 Jo 3:24 
14 We have seen and &testify that 
the Father has sent the Son to be the 
Savior of the world. Jo 15:27; 1 Jo 1:2 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus 

is the Son of God, God abides in him, 
and he in God. Ro 10:9; 1 Jo 3:23; 4:2: 5:1,5 
16 ®We have come to know and 
have believed the love which God has 
Rfor us. God is love, and the one who 
abides in love abides in God, and God 
abides in him. Jo 6:69 © Jo 9:3; 1 Jo 4:9 
we 17 By this, ®love is perfected 
with us, so that we may have 
Xconfidence in 8the day of judgment; 
because as He is, so also are we in this 
world. 1 Jo 2:5; 4:12 © 1 Jo 2:28 « Ma 10:15 
18 There is no fear in love; but 
Rperfect love casts out fear, because 
fear ‘involves punishment, and the 
one who fears is not ®perfected in 
love. Ro 8:15 ¢ Lit has © 1 Jo 4:12 
19 We love, because He first 
loved us. 1 Jo 4:10 
20 8If someone says, “I love 
God,” and ®hates his brother, he 

is a liar; for the one who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 1 Jo 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4 ¢ 1 Jo 2:9,11¢1Jo1:6 
21 And &this commandment we 
have from Him, that the one who 
loves God ®should love his brother 
also. Le 19:18; Ma 5:43f; 22:37ff; Jo 13:34 ¢ 1 Jo 3:11 


Overcoming the World 
La bhaanrail believes that Jesus is the 
®Christ is born of God, and who- 
ever loves the Father Rloves the child 
born of Him. 1 Jo 2:22; 4:2, 15 © Jo 8:42 
2 ®By this we know that ®we love 
the children of God, when we love 
God and ‘observe His command- 
ments. 1 Jo 2:5 © 1 Jo 3:14 Lit do 
3 For ®this is the love of God, that 
we Rkeep His commandments; and 
®His commandments are not burden- 
some. Jo 14:15; 2 Jo6° 1 Jo 2:3 ¢ Ma 11:30; 23:4 
4 For whatever is ®born of God 


Y 3:94-46 3 4:7-11 9 419-16 
Y 417-19 3% 4:20-5:5 5:1 Le. Messiah 
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Rovercomes the world; and this is the 
victory that has overcome the world— 
our faith. Jo 1:13; 3:3; 1 Jo 2:29; 5:1, 18 © 1 Jo 2:13: 4:4 
5 Who is the one who overcomes 
the world, but he who ®believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 1 Jo 4:15; 5:1 
6 This is the One who came ®by 
water and blood, Jesus Christ; not 
with the water only, but with the 
' water and with the blood. It is ®the 
_ Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit 
is the truth. Jo 19:34 Ma 3:16f; Jo 15:26; 16:13-15 
- 7 For there are ®three that tes- 
tify: Ma 18:16 
| 8 -Fthe Spirit and the water and 
_ the blood; and the three are Tin agree- 
ment. Lit for the one thing 
9 If we receive the testimony of 
men, the testimony of God is greater; 
for the testimony of God is this, that 
He has testified concerning His Son. 
10 The one who believes in the 
Son of God has the testimony in 
himself; the one who does not believe 
God has made Him a liar, because he 
has not believed in the testimony that 
God has given concerning His Son. 
11. And the testimony is this, that 
God has given us eternal life, and 
Rthis life is in His Son. Jo1:4 
12 RHe who has the Son has the 
life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have the life. —_ Jo 3:15£, 36 


ts Is Written That You May 


Ow 

13 ®These things I have written to 
you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, so that you may know 
that you have eternal life. Jo 20:31 


1 JOHN 5:21 


14 This is 8the confidence which 
we have before Him, that, if we 
ask anything according to His will, He 
hears US. 1 Jo 2:28; 3:21f ¢ Ma 7:7; Jo 14:13; 1 Jo 3:22 
15 And if we know that He hears 
us in whatever we ask, we know that 
we have the requests which we have 
asked from Him. 1 Jo 5:18-20 
16 If anyone sees his brother com- 
mitting a sin not leading to death, ®he 
shall ask and God will for him give 
life to those who commit sin not lead- 
ing to death. There is a sin leading to 
death; I do not say that he should 
make request for this. Jam 5:15 
17 All unrighteousness is sin, and 
there is a sin not leading to death. 

18 We know that 8no one who is 
born of God sins; but He who was 
born of God keeps him, and the evil 
one does not touch him. 1 Jo 3:9 

19 RWe know that ®we are of God, 
and that the whole world lies in the 
power of the evil one. 130 5:15, 18, 20 «1 Jo 4:6 

20 And ®we know. that 8the Son 

of God has come, and has ®given 
us understanding so that we may 
know Him whois true; and we are in 
Him who is true, in His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eter- 
nal life. 1 Jo 5:15, 18, 19 © Jo 8:42; 1 Jo 5:5 © Lk 24:45 

21 Little children, guard your- 
selves from idols. 1 Co 10:7, 14; 1 Th 1:9 


Y% 5:7 5:8 A few late mss add ...in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and these 
three are one. And there are three that testify on 
earth, the’Spirit %7 5:10-13 2% 5:14-15 

% 5:20 


2 JOHN 


Author: Second John was not widely 
circulated at the beginning be- 
cause of its brevity and subject 
matter. Its strong resemblance 
to the tone and style of 1 John 
and the Fourth Gospel support 
the early tradition that John 
was the author of this epistle 
sometime after a.p. 90. 


Time: C. A.D. 89-95 


Walk According to His 
Commandments 
j Mew elder to the chosen lady 
yr and her children, whom I love 
in truth; and not only I, but also all 
who ®know the truth, Jo 8:32; 1 Ti 2:4 
2 for 8the sake of the truth which 
abides 8in us and will be 8with us for- 
ever: 2 Pe 1:12 ¢ 1 Jo 1:8 © Jo 14:16 
3 ®Grace, mercy and peace will 
be with us, from God the Father and 
from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Fa- 
ther, in truth and love. Ro 1:7; 1 Ti 1:2 
4 8] was very glad to find some 
of your children walking in truth, 
just as we have received command- 
ment to do from the Father. 3 Jo 3f 
5 Now I ask you, lady, 8not as 
though I were writing to you a new 
commandment, but the one which we 
have had from the beginning, that we 
love one another. 1 Jo 2:7 © 1 Jo 2:7 
6 And &this is love, that we walk 
according to His commandments. 
This is the commandment, just as you 
have heard from the beginning, that 
you should walk in it. 1 Jo 2:5; 5:3 
y* 7 For many deceivers have gone 
out into the world, those who do 


Key Verse: 2 Jo 9-10 


Theme: The addressee of 2 John is a 
woman in a local church that 
apparently had a strong friend- 
ship with John. The apostle 
writes to warn her about show- 
ing hospitality to false teach- 
ers. He cautions her against 
unwittingly aiding these teach- 
ers who were sowing seeds of 
heresy and hurting the church. 


not acknowledge Jesus Christ as com- 
ing in the flesh. This is the deceiver 
and the antichrist. 

8 RWatch yourselves, ®that you 
do not lose what we have accom- 
plished, but that you may receive a 
full reward. Mk 13:9 ¢ 1 Co 3:8; He 10:35 
YX 9 Anyone who goes too far and 

does not abide in the teaching of 
Christ, does not have God; the one 
who abides in the teaching, he has 
both the Father and the Son. 

10 If anyone comes to you and 
does not bring this teaching, do not 
receive him into your house, and do 
not give him a greeting; 

11 for the one who gives him a 
greeting participates in his evil 
deeds. Ep 5:11; 1 Ti 5:22; Jude 23 

12 Though I have many things to 
write to you, I do not want to do so 
with paper and ink; but I hope to 
come to you and speak face to face, 
so that your joy may be made full. 

13 The children of your chosen 
sister greet you. 2Jo1 


Ny aga] ene OST 


3 JOHN 


Author: > Much like 2. John, this letter 
had a very limited circulation 
in the early church, but was 
accepted as authoritative on 
account of its apostolic au- 
thorship. Its style and vocab- 
ulary strongly resemble that of 
John’s Gospel and other epis- 


tles. 
Time: C..A.D. 89-95 
You Walk in the Truth 


yx] The elder to the beloved Gaius, 
whom I love in truth. 

2 Beloved, I pray that in all re- 
spects you may prosper and be in 
good health, just as your soul pros- 

pers. 

3 For I was very glad when 
Rbrethren came and testified to your 
truth, that is, how you 8are walking 
in truth. 2J04¢Ac1:15; Ga 6:10;3Jo5,10*2Jo4 

4 [have no greater joy than ‘this, 
to hear of my children ®walking in the 
truth. Lit these things, that Ihear * 2 Jo 4 

5 Beloved, you are acting faith- 
fully in whatever you accomplish for 
the ®brethren, and especially when 
they are strangers; Ac 1:15; Ga 6:10; 3 Jo 3, 10 

6 and they have testified to your 
love before the church. You will do 
well to send them on their way in a 
manner worthy of God. Ac 15:3; Tit 3:13 

7 For they went out for the sake 
of the Name, accepting nothing from 
the Gentiles. Jo 15:21; Ac 5:41; Ph 2:9 

8 Therefore we ought to support 
such men, so that we may be fellow 
workers ‘with the truth. Or for 

9 I wrote something to the 


Key Verse: 3 Jo 11 


Theme: Third John has two main pur- 
poses. The first is to commend 
Gaius for being hospitable to 
itinerant missionaries. The sec- 
ond is to advise Gaius about 
Diotrephes, a man in the 
church who refuses to help the 
same kind of missionaries and 
who even gossips about them. 


church; but Diotrephes, who loves to 
Rbe first among them, does not accept 
Twhat we Say. 2 Jo9« Lit us 
10 For this reason, ®if I come, I will 
call attention to his deeds which he 
does, unjustly accusing us with 
wicked words; and not satisfied with 
this, he himself does not receive the 
brethren, either, and he forbids those 
who desire to do so and puts them out 
of the church. 2Jo12°2Jo10:3Jo5 
11 Beloved, 8do not imitate what 
is evil, but what is good. The one who 
does good is of God; the one who does 
evil has not seen God. Ps 34:14; 37:27 
12 Demetrius 8has received a good 
testimony from everyone, and from the 
truth itself; and we add our testimony, 
and ®you know that our testimony is 
rue Ac 6:3; 1 Ti 3:7 © Jo 19:35; 21:24 
13 ®I had many things to write to 
you, but I am not willing to write 
them to you with pen and ink; 24012 
14 but I hope to see you shortly, 
and we will speak face to face. 
15 Peace be to you. The friends 
greet you. Greet the friends by name. 


we me 


JUDE 


Author: In spite of its limited subject 
matter and size, Jude was 
accepted as authentic and 
quoted by early church fathers. 
It is unlikely that the author is 
the apostle Jude (Lk 6:16), but 
rather Jude the brother of 
Jesus and James (called Judas 
in Ma 13:55 and Mk 6:3). Be- 
cause of the silence of the New 
Testament and tradition con- 
cerning Jude’s later years, we 
cannot know where or when 
this epistle was written. 


Time: C. A.D. 66-80 
Key Verse: Jude 3 


The Warnings of History to the 
Ungodly 

Jude, a ®bond-servant of Jesus 

Christ, and brother of James, 

To those who are the called, beloved 
in God the Father, and ®kept for Jesus 
Christ: Ro 1:1 ¢ Jo 17:11f; 1 Pe 1:5; Jude 21 

2 RMay mercy and peace and 
love be multiplied to you. Ga616:1 T112 

3 ®Beloved, while I was making 

every effort to write you about 
our kcommon salvation, I felt the ne- 
cessity to write to you appealing that 
you contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all handed down 
to the saints. He 6:9; Jude 1, 17, 20 © Tit 1-4 

4 For certain persons have ®crept 
in unnoticed, those who were long be- 
forehand marked out for this con- 
demnation, ungodly persons who turn 
the grace of our God into licentious- 
ness and deny our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Ga 2:4; 2 Ti 3:6 

5 Now I desire to 8remind you, 
though ®you know all things once for 
all, that 'the Lord, after saving a peo- 
ple out of the land of Egypt, subse- 
quently destroyed those who did not 
believe. 2 Pe 1:12f; 3:1f © 1 Jo 2:20 

6 And angels who did not keep 


Jude’s letter is hard hitting, 
short, and right to the point. 
False teachers are on the 
loose in the church and Jude 
wants to make sure his read- 
ers understand the destructive 
implications of their teaching. 
He urges Christians to resist 
these false teachers. and to 
defend the faith and the body 
of truth received from the 
apostles that they have come 
to know and believe. He fin- 
ishes by reminding them of 
the hope they have in knowing 
Christ is coming again. 


Theme: 


their own domain, but abandoned 
their proper abode, He has ®kept in 
eternal bonds under darkness for the 
judgment of the great day, 2 Pe 2:42 Pe 2:9 
7 just as 8Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities around them, since they 
in the same way as these indulged in 
gross immorality and went after 
strange flesh, are exhibited as an ex- 
ample in undergoing the punishment 
of eternal fire. Ge 19:24f; 2 Pe 2:6 
8 Yet in the same way these men, 
also by dreaming, "defile the flesh, 
and reject authority, and revile Tan- 
gelic majesties. 2 Pe 2:10 © Lit glories 
9 But RMichael the archangel, 
when he disputed with the devil and 
argued about the body of Moses, did 
not dare pronounce against him a 
railing judgment, but said, ““The Lord 
rebuke you!” — Da 10:13, 21; 12:1: Re 12:7 * Ze 3:2 
10 But these men revile the things 
which they do not understand; and 
the things which they know by in- 
stinct, like unreasoning animals, by 
these things they are destroyed. 
11 Woe to them! For they have 
gone ®the way of Cain, and for pay 


% 3-4 1:5 Two early mss read Jesus 


a 


———————————— 
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they have rushed headlong into the 
error of Balaam, and perished in the 
rebellion of Korah.. Ge 4:3-8; He 11:4; 1 Jo 3:12 
12 These are the men who are hid- 
den reefs in your love feasts when 
they feast with you without fear, car- 
ing for themselves; ®clouds without 
water, carried along by winds; au- 
tumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, 
uprooted; Pr 25:14; 2 Pe 2:17 
13 wild waves of the sea, casting 
up their own shame like foam; wan- 
dering stars, for whom the black 
darkness has been reserved forever. 
De 14It was also about these men 
~ that Enoch, in the seventh gener- 


| ation from Adam, prophesied, saying, 


“Behold, the Lord came with many 


- thousands of His holy ones, 


15 8to execute judgment upon all, 
and to convict all the ungodly of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have 
done in an ungodly way, and of all the 


' harsh things which ungodly sinners 


have spoken against Him.” 2 Pe 2:6ff 

16 These are 8grumblers, finding 
fault, 8following after their own lusts; 
they speak arrogantly, flattering peo- 
ple for the sake of gaining an advan- 
tage. Nu 16:11, 41; 1 Co 10:10 ¢ 2 Pe 2:10; Jude 18 


Beep Yourselves in the Love of 
Go 


17 But you, ®beloved, ought to re- 
member the words that were spoken 


JUDE 1:25 


beforehand by the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, jude 3 «2 Pe 3:2 He 2:3 

18 that they were saying to you, 
“RIn the last time there will be mock- 
ers, following after their own ungodly 
lusts.” Ac 20:29; 1 Ti 4:1; 2 Ti 3:1f; 4:3; 2 Pe 3:3 

19 These are the ones who cause 
divisions, }worldly-minded, devoid of 
the Spirit. 1 Co 2:14f; Jam 3:15 
Peay But you, ®beloved, building 

yourselves up on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, Juae3 

21 keep yourselves in the love of 
God, ®waiting anxiously for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal 

Tit 2:13; He 9:28; 2 Pe 3:12 

22 And have mercy on some, who 
are doubting; 

23 save others, snatching them 
out of the fire; and on some have 
mercy with fear, hating even the gar- 
ment polluted by the flesh. Ze 3:38; Re 3:4 

24 Now to Him who is able to 

keep you from stumbling, and to 
make you stand in the presence of His 
glory blameless with great joy, 

25 to the Fonly 8God our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, ®be 
glory, majesty, dominion and author- 
ity, before all time and now and for- 
ever. Amen. Jo 5:44; 1 Ti 1:17 ¢ Lk 1:47 ¢ Ro 11:36 


W415 % 20-21 % 2425 


REVELATION 


Author: The style, symmetry, and plan 
of Revelation show that it was 
written by one author, four 
times named “John” (Re 
1:1,4,9; 22:8). Because of its 
contents and its address to 
seven churches, Revelation 
quickly circulated and became 
widely known and accepted in 
the early church. From the be- 
ginning, Revelation was con- 
sidered an authentic work of 
the apostle John, the same 
John who wrote the Gospel 
and Epistles. Revelation was 
written at a time when Roman 
hostility to Christianity was 
erupting into overt persecu- 
tion. It is likely that John wrote 
this book in a.p. 95 or 96 
when the severe persecution 
of Christians began under the 
emperor Domitian. 


Time: C. A.D. 95-96 
Key Verse: Re 19:11-15 


The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which ®God gave Him to show to 
His bond-servants, the things which 
must soon take place; and He sent 
and communicated it by His angel to 
His bond-servant John, Jo 17:8; Re 5:7 
2 who testified to the word of 
God and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, even to all that he saw. 

3 Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of the 
prophecy, and heed the things which 
are written in it; for the time is near. 


Message to the Seven Churches 

4 ®John to ®the seven churches 
that are in RAsia: Grace to you and 
peace, from Him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the 
seven Spirits who are before His 
throne, Re 1:1, 9; 22:8 © Re 1:11, 20° Ac 2:9 « Ro 1:7 

9 and from Jesus Christ, 8the 


John wrote this book late in his 
life while in exile on the island 
of Patmos off the coast of 
Asia. It is safe to say that no 
book of the Bible has gener- 
ated more theories of inter- 
pretation over the last two 
millennia. In this context prob- 
ably one of the best ap- 
proaches to interpreting and 
understanding Revelation is to 
concentrate on the major 
themes such as_ worship. 
When the reader does that, 
one finds great comfort and 
assurance in the book. Many 
scholars think the purpose of 
the book is to provide comfort 
in the midst of persecution 
and difficult times, as the form 
of the book is in the tradition 
of Jewish apocalyptic literature 
that is designed to communi- 
cate hope through symbolic 
imagery. 


Theme: 


faithful witness, the ®firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. To Him who £loves us and re- 
leased us from our sins by His 
blood— Re 3:14; 19:11 © 1 Co 15:20; Col 1:18 * Ro 8:37 

6 and He has made us to be a 
kingdom, priests to His God and Fa- 
ther—to Him be the glory and the do- 
minion forever and ever. Amen. 

‘ aN 7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH 

[7° THE CLOUDS, and every eye will 
see Him, even those who pierced 
Him; and all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn over Him. So it is to be. 
Amen. 

8 “I am &the ne and the 
Omega,” says the 8Lord God, “who is 
and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.” Is 41:4; Re 21:6; 22:13 © Re 4:8: 11:17 


WoL7 
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The Patmos Vision 

~.9 81, John, your Rbrother. and fel- 
low partaker in the tribulation and 
kingdom and perseverance which are 
| in Jesus, was on the island called Pat- 
_mos because of the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus. Re 1:1 ¢ Ac 1:15 


7). 10 I was FRin the Spirit on ®the 


Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a 
_ loud voice ®like the sound of a trum- 
pet, Ma 22:43; Re 4:2; 17:3; 21:10 ¢ Ac 20:7 ¢ Re 4:1 

11 saying, “Write in a book what 
you see, and send it to the seven 
churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna 
and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and 
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea.” Re 2:1 
- 12 Then I turned to see the voice 
_ that was speaking with me. And hav- 
ing turned I saw 8seven golden lamp- 
| stands; Ex 25:37; 37:23; Ze 4:2: Re 1:20; 2:1 

13 and in the middle of the lamp- 
stands I saw one ®like Fa son of man, 
clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, 
and girded across His chest with a 
Zolden sash. Eze 1:26; Da7:13; 10:16; Re 14:14 
_ 14 His head and His hair were 

white like white wool, like snow; and 
His eyes were like a flame of fire. 

15 His feet were like burnished 
bronze, when it has been made to 
glow in a furnace, and His voice was 
| like the sound of many waters. 

' 16 In His right hand He held 8se- 
_ ven stars, and out of His mouth came 
a sharp two-edged sword; and His 
| Rface was like 8the sun shining in its 
i strength. Re 1:20; 2:1; 3:1 © Ma 17:2; Re 10:1 ¢ Ju 5:31 
17 When I saw Him, I ®fell at His 
feet like a dead man. And He 
| Rylaced His right hand on me, saying, 
“Do not be afraid; I am the first and 
the last, Da 8:17; 10:9, 10, 15 © Da 8:18; 10:10, 12 
18 and the &living One; and I was 

dead, and behold, I am alive forever- 
| more, and [| have the keys of death 
| and of Hades. Lk 24:5; Re 4:9f 
19 “Therefore ®write the things 
which you have seen, and the things 
| which are, and the things which will 
| take place after these things. Re 1:11 
20 “As for the mystery of the 

seven stars which you saw in My 
| right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: the seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the 
| seven lampstands are the seven 
| churches. 


REVELATION 2:11 


Message toEphesus — 

“To the angel of the church in 

REphesus write: 

The One who holds ®the seven 
stars in His right hand, the One who 
walks among the seven golden lamp- 
stands, says this: Re 1:11 ¢ Re 1:16 

2 ‘8] know your deeds and your 
toil and perseverance, and that you 
cannot tolerate evil men, and you put 
to the test those who call themselves 
apostles, and they are not, and you 
found them to be false; — Re 2:19; 3:1, 8, 15 

3 and you have perseverance and 
have endured for My name’s sake, 
and have not grown weary. 
4 ‘But I have this against you, 
that you have left your first love. 
5 “Therefore remember from 
where you have fallen, and "repent 
and do the deeds you did at first; or 
else I am coming to you and will re- 
move your lampstand out of its place— 
unless you repent. Re 2:16, 22; 3:3, 19 
6 ‘Yet this you do have, that you 
hate the deeds of the ®Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate. Re 2:15 
7 ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will grant to eat of the tree of life 
which is in the Paradise of God’ 


Message to Smyrna 
8 “And to the angel of the church 

in Smyrna write: 

The first and the last, who was 
dead, and has come to life, says this: 

9 ‘I know your &tribulation and 

your ®poverty (but you are rich), and 
the blasphemy by those who say they 
are Jews and are not, but are a syna- 
gogue of Satan. Re 1:9 +2 Co 6:10; 8:9; Jam 2:5 

10 ‘Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is 
about to cast some of you into prison, 
so that you will be ®tested, and you 
will have tribulation for ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you 
the crown of life. Re 3:10; 13:14ff 

11 ‘He who has ‘an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes will not 
be hurt by the second death.’ 


1:10 Or in spirit 1:13 Or the Son of Man 
Pee AATF 7 1 245197 27 
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Message to Pergamum 

12 “And to the angel of the church 
in 7Pergamum write: 

The One who has the sharp two- 
edged sword says this: Re 1:11 

‘I know where you dwell, 
where ®Satan’s throne is; and you 
hold fast My name, and did not deny 
RMy faith even in the days of Antipas, 
My witness, My faithful one, who was 
killed among you, &where Satan 
dwells. Ma 4:10; Re 2:24 1 Ti 5:8; Re 14:12 « Re 2:9 

14 ‘But I have a few things against 
you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Is- 
rael, to eat things sacrificed to idols 
and to commit acts of immorality. 

15 ‘So you also have some who in 
the same way hold the teaching of the 
RNicolaitans. Re 2:6 

6 ‘Therefore "repent; or else 8I 
am coming to you quickly, and I will 
make war against them with the 
sword of My mouth. Re 2:5 « Re 22:7, 20 

17 ‘8He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. ®To him who overcomes, to 
him I will give some of the hidden 
Rmanna, and I will give him a white 
stone, and a new name written on the 
stone which no one knows but he who 
receives it. Re 2:7 # Re 2:7 ® Ex 16:33; Jo 6:49f 


Message to Thyatira 

18 “And to the angel of the church 
in Thyatira write: 

The Son of God, who has eyes like 
a flame of fire, and His feet are like 
burnished bronze, says this: 

19 ‘8] know your deeds, and your 
love and faith and service and perse- 
verance, and that your deeds of late 
are greater than at first. Re 2:2 

20 ‘But ®I have this against you, 
that you tolerate the woman ®Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, and 
she teaches and leads My bond-ser- 
vants astray so that they commit acts 
of immorality and eat things sacrificed 
to idols. Re 2:14 © Ac 15:29; 1 Co 10:20; Re 2:14 

21 ‘R] gave her time to repent, and 
she ®does not want to repent of her im- 
morality. Ro 2:4; 2 Pe 3:9 * Ro 2:5; Re 9:20f; 16:9, 11 

22 ‘Behold, I will throw her Ton a 
bed of sickness, and those who ®com- 
mit adultery with her into great tribu- 
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lation, unless they repent of "her 
eedsie nana Lit into ¢ Rev 17:2, 18:9 
23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with ‘pestilence, and all the churches 
will know that [am He who searches — 
the minds and hearts; and I will give 
to each one of you according to your 
deeds. Lit death ¢ Ps 62:12 
24 ‘But I say to you, the rest who 
are in 8Thyatira, who do not hold this 
teaching; who have not known the 
Rdeep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I 8place no other burden on 
you. Re 2:18 © 1 Co 2:10 ¢ Ac 15:28 
25 ‘Nevertheless what you have, 

hold fast until I come. 

6 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds Runtil the end, 
RTO HIM | WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE 
NATIONS; Ma 10:22; He 3:6 ¢ Ps 2:8; Re 3:21; 20:4 

AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH 

A ROD OF IRON, RAS THE VESSELS OF THE 
POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, aS I also 
have received authority from My Fa- 
ther; Ps 2:9; Re 12:5; 19:15 ¢ Is 30:14; Je 19:11 
28 and I will give him 8the morn- 
ing star. 1 Jo 3:2; Re 22:16 
29 ‘RHe who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches,’ Re 2:7 


Message to Sardis 
re the angel of the church in 

RSardis write: 

He who has ®the seven Spirits of 
God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I 
know your deeds, that you have a 
name that you are alive, but you are 
dead. Re 1:11 © Re 1:4 Re 1:16 © Re 2:2; 3:8, 15 

2 ‘Wake up, and strengthen the 
things that remain, which were 
about to die; for I have not found your 
sot completed in the sight of My 
od. 

3 ‘So 8remember Twhat you have 
received and heard; and keep it, and 
Rrepent. Therefore if you do not wake 
up, ®I will come like a thief, and you 
will not know at what hour I will 
come to you. Re 2:5 « Lit how « Re 2:5 

4 ‘But you have a few people in 
Sardis who have not soiled their gar- 
ments; and they will walk with Me in 
white, for they are worthy. Re 11:13 

9° ‘RHe:who overcomes will thus 


2:22 One early ms reads their 2% 2:25-28 
BD, 
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be clothed in ®white’ garments; and I 
will not erase his name from the book 
of life; and ®I-will confess his name 
before My Father and before His an- 
gels. iJ - Re 2:7 ¢ Re 3:4 ¢ Ma 10:32; Lk 12:8 
~ .6 “He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Mopirit? says’ to the 


churches.” Re 2:7 
Message to Philadelphia 
_ 7 “And to the angel of the church 
in ®Philadelphia write: 


RHe who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and 
no one will shut, and who shuts and 
no-one opens, says this: Re 1:11 * Re 6:10 

‘I know your Fdeeds. Behold, I 
have put before you an open door 
which no one can shut, because you 
have alittle power, and have kept My 
word, and have not denied My name. 

9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of 
the synagogue of Satan, who say that 
they are Jews and are not, but lie—I 
will make them come and bow down 
at your feet, and make them know 
that ®I have loved you. Is 43:4; Jo 17:23 

10 ‘Because: you have kept the 
word of 8My perseverance, | also will 
keep you from the hour of testing, that 
hour which is about to come upon the 
whole world; to test those who dwell 
on the earth. ° Re 1:9 

11 ‘8] am coming quickly; ®hold 
fast what you have, so that no one will 
take your crown. Re 1:3; 22:7, 12, 20 « Re 2:25 

2 ‘He who overcomes, | will 
make him a-®pillar in the temple of 
My God, and he will not go out from it 
anymore; and I will write on him the 
Rname of My God, and the name of 
the city of My God, the new 
Jerusalem, which comes down out of 
heaven from My God, and My new 
name, Re 3:5 © 1 Ki 7:21; Je 1:18; Ga 2:9 Re 14:1; 22:4 

13 ‘He who has an ear; let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ Re 3:6 


Message to Laodicea 

14 “To the angel of the church in 
RLaodicea write: 

RThe Amen, the faithful and true 
Witness, the ‘Beginning of the cre- 
ation of God, says this: Re 1:11 *2Co 1:20 

15 ‘8] know your deeds; that you 
are neither cold nor hot; 81 wish 
that you were cold or hot. Re3:1¢ Ro 12:11 
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16 ‘So because you are lukewarm, 
and neither hot nor cold, I will Tspit 
you out of My mouth: “Lit vomit 

‘Because you say, “I am’rich, 
and have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing,” and you do not 
know that you are wretched and mis- 
erable and poor and blind and naked, 

I advise you to buy from Me 
gold refined by fire so that you may 
become rich, and white garments so 
that you may clothe yourself, and that 
the shame of your nakedness will not 
be revealed; and eye salve to anoint 
your ese so that you may see. Re 16:15 

‘Those whom | love, I reprove 
and discipline; therefore be zeal- 
ous and ®repent. Re 2:5 

20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door 
and ®knock; if anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to 
him and will dine with him, and he 
with Me. Ma 24:33; Jam 5:9 © Lk 12:36; Jo 10:3 

21 ‘“He who overcomes; I will 
grant to him 8to sit down with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and 
sat down with My Father on His 
throne. Re 2:7 © Ma 19:28; 2 Ti 2:12; Re 2:26; 20:4 

22 “8He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the ‘Spirit says to the 
churches.’” Re 2:7 


Scene in Heaven 

After these things I looked, and be- 

hold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which I 
had heard, like the sound of a trumpet 
speaking with me, said, “Come up 
here, and I will show you what must 
take place after these things.” 

2 Immediately I was Fin the 
Spirit; and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and 8One sitting 
on the throne. Re 1:10 © Re 4:9 

3 And He who was sitting was 
like a 8jasper stone and a ®sardius in 
appearance; and there was a rainbow 
around the throne, like an emerald in 
appearance. Re 21:11 # Re 21:20 

4 Around the throne were 
twenty-four thrones; and upon the 
thrones I saw twenty-four elders sit- 
ting, clothed in white garments, and 
Rgolden crowns on their heads. Re 4:10 


3:8 Or deeds (behold...shut), that you have 3:14 Le. 
Origin or Source °* 3:15-16 % 3:19-21 
4:2 Or in spirit 
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The Throne and Worship of the 
Creator 

5 Out from the throne come 
Rflashes of lightning and sounds and 
peals of thunder. And there were ®se- 
ven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of 
God; Ex 19:16; Re 8:5; 11:19; 16:18 ¢ Ex 25:37; Ze 4:2 

6 and before the throne there 
was something like a sea of glass, like 
crystal; and in the center and around 
the throne, four living creatures full 
of eyes in front and behind. 

7 The first creature was like a 
lion, and the second creature like a 
calf, and the third creature had a face 
like that of a man, and the fourth 
creature was like a flying eagle. 

8 And the four living creatures, 
each one of them having six wings, 
are full of eyes around and within; 
and day and night they do not cease 
to Say, 

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD 
Gop, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS 
AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO 
COME.” Eze 1:18; 10:12 

9 And when the living creatures 
give glory and honor and thanks to 
Him who sits on the throne, to Him 
who lives forever and ever, 

10 the ®twenty-four elders will 
Rfall down before Him who sits on the 
throne, and will worship Him who 
lives forever and ever, and will cast 
their crowns before the throne, say- 
ing, Re 4:4 ¢ Re 5:8, 14; 7:11; 11:16; 19:4 
wy 11 “8Worthy are You, our Lord 

and our God, to receive 
glory and honor and power; 
for You created all things, 
and because of Your will 
they existed, and were cre- 
ated.” Re 1:6; 5:12 © Ac 14:15; Re 10:6: 14:7 


The Book with Seven Seals 
I saw in the right hand of Him who 
sat on the throne a ®book written 
inside and on the back, sealed up with 
seven Seals. Eze 2:9, 10 
2 And I saw a &strong angel pro- 
claiming with a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to open the "book and to 
break its seals?” Re 10:1; 18:21 © Or scroll 
3 And no one in heaven or on the 
earth or under the earth was able to 
open the book or to look into it. 
4 Then I began to weep greatly 
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because no one was found worthy to 
open the book or to look into it; 

5 and one of the elders *said to 
me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion 
that is from the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has overcome so as to 
open the book and its seven seals.” 

6 And I saw between the throne 
(with the four living creatures) and 
the elders a Lamb standing, as if 
slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God, sent out into all the earth. 

7 And He came and took the 
book out of the right hand of Him 
who 8&sat on the throne. Re 5:1 Re 5:1 

8 When He had taken the book, 
the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each one holding a harp 
and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the saints. 

9 And they *sang a new song, 
saying, 

“RWorthy are You to take the 
book and to break its seals; 
for You were &slain, and pur- 
chased for God with Your 
blood men from every tribe 
and tongue and people and 
nation. Re 4:11 ¢ Re 5:6, 12; 13:8 

10“You have made them to be a 
Rkingdom and &priests to our 
God; and they will reign 
upon the earth.” —_ Re 1:6 ° Re 1:6 


Angels Exalt the Lamb 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the 
voice of many angels Raround the 
throne and the ®living creatures and 
the elders; and the number of them 
was myriads of myriads, and thou- 
sands of thousands, Re 4:4 Re 4:6: 5:6, 8, 14 
12 saying with a loud voice, 
“RWorthy is the Lamb that 
was Slain to receive power 
and riches and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory 
and blessing.” Re 1:6; 4:11; 5:9 
13 And every created thing 
which is in heaven and on the earth 
and under the earth and on the sea, 
and all things in them, I heard saying, 
“To Him who 8sits on the 


Y 4:11 5:6 Lit in the middle of the throne and of 
the four living creatures, and in the middle of the 
elders 
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throne, and to the Lamb, be 
blessing and honor and glory 
and dominion forever and 
ever.” Ph 2:10; Re 5:3 ¢ Re 5:1 
14 And the "four living creatures 
kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders 
fell down and worshiped. Re 4:6; 5:6, 8, 11 


The First Seal—Rider on White 
Horse 
Then I saw when the SLamb broke 
one of the 8seven seals, and I heard 
one of the four living creatures say- 
ing as with a voice of thunder, 
“Come.” Jo 1:29; Re 5:6, 12f; 13:8 ® Re 5:1 
2 I looked, and behold, a ®white 
horse, and he who sat on it had a 
bow; and a crown was given to him, 
and he went out ®conquering and to 
conquer. Ze 1:8; 6:3f; Re 19:11 


The Second Seal—War 

3 When He broke the second 
seal, I heard the ®second living crea- 
ture saying, “Come.” Re 4:7 

4 And another, 8a red horse, 
went out; and to him who sat on it, it 
was granted to ®take peace from the 
earth, and that men would slay one 
another; and a great sword was given 
to him. Ze 1:8; 6:2 ¢ Ma 10:34 


The Third Seal—Famine 

5 When He broke the third seal, I 
heard the 8third living creature say- 
ing, “Come.” I looked, and behold, a 
black horse; and he who sat on it had 
a pair of scales in his hand. Re 4:7 

6 And IJ heard something like a 
voice in the center of the ®four living 
creatures saying, “A ‘quart of wheat 
for a Fdenarius, and three quarts of 
barley for a denarius; and do not 
damage the oil and the wine.” Re 4.6f 


The Fourth Seal—Death 

7 When the Lamb broke the 
fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 
living creature saying, 

Re 4:7 ¢ One early ms reads and see 

8 I looked, and behold, an 8ashen 
horse; and he who sat on it had the 
name Death; and Hades was follow- 
ing with him. Authority was given to 
them over a fourth of the earth, to kill 
with sword and with famine and with 
pestilence and by the wild beasts of 
the earth. Ze 6:3 
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The Fifth Seal—Martyrs 

9 When the Lamb irolze the fifth 
seal, I saw 8underneath the altar the 
souls of those who had been slain be- 
cause of the word of God, and be- 
cause of the testimony which they 
had maintained; Ex 29:12; Le 4:7: Jo 16:2 

10 and they cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “RHow long, O Lord, 
holy and true, will You refrain from 
judging and avenging our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?” ze 1:12 

11 And &there was given to each 
of them a white robe; and they were 
told that they should rest for a little 
while longer, until the number of 
their fellow servants and their 
brethren who were to be killed even 
as they had been, would be 8com- 
pleted also. Re 3:4, 5: 7:9 © Ac 20:24; 2 Ti 4:7 


The Sixth Seal—Terror 

12 I looked when He broke the 
sixth seal, and there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became 
black as sackcloth made of hair, and 
the whole moon became like blood; 

13 and 8the stars of the sky fell to 
the earth, 8as a fig tree casts its un- 
ripe figs when shaken by a great 
wind. Ma 24:29; Mk 13:25; Re 8:10; 9:1 © Is 34:4 

14 ®The sky was split apart like a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every 
mountain and island were moved out 
of their places. 1s 34:4; 2 Pe 3:10; Re 20:11; 21:1 

15 Then the kings of the earth and 
the great men and the Fcommanders 
and the rich and the strong and every 
slave and free man hid themselves in 
the caves and among the rocks of the 
mountains; 

16 and they *8said to the moun- 
tains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and 
hide us from the presence of Him who 
sits on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb; Ho 10:8; Lk 23:30; Re 9:6 

17 for the great day of their 
wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” Ps 76:7; Na 1:6; Mal 3:2; Lk 21:36 


An Interlude 
After this I saw ®four angels stand- 
ing at the ®four corners of the 


6:6 Gr choenix; i.e. a dry measure almost equal to a 
at 6:6 The denarius was equivalent to a day’s 
wages 6:15 Le. chiliarchs, in command of one 
thousand troops 
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earth, holding back the four winds of 
the earth, so that no wind would blow 
on the earth or on the sea or on any 
tree. Re 9:14 « Is 11:12; Eze 7:2; Re 20:8 

2 And I saw another angel as- 
cending from the rising of the sun, 
having the seal of the living God; and 
he cried out with a loud voice to the 
four angels to whom it was granted to 
harm the earth and the sea, 

3 saying, “RDo not harm the 
earth or the sea or the trees until we 
have sealed the bond-servants of our 
God on their foreheads.” Re 6:6 


The 144,000 

4 And I heard the number of 
those who were sealed, one hundred 
and forty-four thousand sealed from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel: Re 9:16 

5 from the tribe of Judah, 
twelve thousand were 
sealed, from the tribe of 
Reuben twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Gad twelve 
thousand, 

6 from the tribe of Asher 
twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Naphtali twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of 
Manasseh twelve thousand, 

7 from the tribe of Simeon 
twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Levi twelve thou- 
sand, from the tribe of Is- 
sachar twelve thousand, 

8 from the tribe of Zebulun 
twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Joseph twelve thou- 
sand, from the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, twelve thousand were 
sealed. 


A Multitude from the Tribulation 
9 After these things I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude which no 
one could count, from Revery nation 
and all tribes and peoples and 
tongues, standing ®before the throne 
and ®before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, and palm branches were 
in their hands; Re 5:9 ¢ Re 7:15 ¢ Re 22:3 

10 and they cry out with a loud 
voice, saying, 

“Salvation to our God 8who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

11 And all the angels were stand- 
ing around the throne and around the 
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elders and the four living creatures; 
and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, 

12 saying, 

“RAmen, ®blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might, be to our God 
forever and ever. Amen.” Re 5:14 Re 5:12 

13 Then one of the elders ®an- 
swered, Saying to me, “These who are 
clothed in the ®white robes, who are 
they, and where have they come 
from?” Ac 3:12 ¢ Re 7:9 

14 I said to him, “My lord, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are 
the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and they have washed 
their robes and made them white in 
the §blood of the Lamb. — He 9:14: 1 Jo 1:7 

15 “For this reason, they are ®be- 
fore the throne of God; and they 
Rserve Him day and night in His 
Rtemple; and He who sits on the 
throne will spread His tabernacle 
over them. Re 7:9 ¢ Re 4:8f; 22:3 © Re 11:19; 21:22 

16 “They will hunger no longer, 
nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun 
beat down on them, nor any heat; 

17 for the Lamb in the center of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and 
will guide them to springs of the ™wa- 
ter of life; and God will wipe every 
tear from their eyes.” Lit waters 


The Seventh Seal— 
the Trumpets 
When the Lamb broke the seventh 
seal, there was silence in heaven 
for about half an hour. 

2 And I saw the seven angels 
who stand before God, and seven 
trumpets were given to them. 

3 8Another angel came and 
stood at the Raltar, holding a ®golden 
censer; and much Rincense was given 
to him, so that he might add it to 
the prayers of all the saints on the 
golden altar which was before the 
throne.re 7:2 ¢ Am 9:1; Re 6:9 ¢ He 9:4 © Ex 30:1: Re 5:8 

__4 And the smoke of the incense, 
with the prayers of the saints, went up 
before God out of the angel’s hand. 

5 Then the angel took the censer 
and "filled it with the fire of the altar, 
and threw it to the earth; and there 
followed peals of thunder and sounds 
and flashes of lightning and an 
Rearthquake. Le 16:12 * Re 6:12 
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'. 6 RAnd the seven angels who had 
the seven trumpets prepared them- 
selves to sound them. Re 8:2 
_. 7 The first sounded, and there 
came hail and fire, mixed with blood, 
and they were thrown to the earth; 
and a third of the earth was burned 
up, and a third of the ®trees were 
burned up, and all the green 8grass 
- was burned up. Re 9:4 Re 9:4 
8 Thesecond angel sounded, and 

| something like a great 8mountain 
| burning with fire was thrown into the 
sea; and 8a third of the sea became 
DIOOd, Je 51:25 Ze 13:8, 9; Re 8:7-12; 9:15, 18; 12:4 
9 and 8a third of the creatures 
which were in the sea and had life, 
_ died; and a third of the ships were de- 
stroyed. Ze 13:8, 9; Re 8:7-12; 9:15, 18; 12:4 
10 The third angel sounded, anda 

' great star fell from heaven, burning 
like a torch, and it fell on a ®third of 
the rivers and on the ®springs of wa- 
TeYrS. Ze 13:8, 9; Re 8:7-12; 9:15, 18; 12:4 ¢ Re 14:7; 16:4 
11 The name of the star is called 
Wormwood; and a third of the waters 
became ®wormwood, and many men 
died from the waters, because they 
were made bitter. Je 9:15; 23:15 
12 The fourth angel sounded, and 

a ®third of the sun and a third of the 
moon and a third of the stars were 
struck, so that a third of them would 
be darkened and the day would not 
shine for a third of it, and the night in 
the same way. Ze 13:8, 9; Re 8:7-12; 9:15, 18; 12:4 
13 Then I looked, and I heard an 
eagle flying in ®midheaven, saying 
with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to 
Rthose who dwell on the earth, be- 
cause of the remaining blasts of the 
trumpet of the three angels who are 
about to sound!” Re 14:6; 19:17 « Re 3:10 


The Fifth Trumpet—the 
Bottomless Pit 
Then the fifth angel sounded, and I 
saw a star from heaven which had 
fallen to the earth; and the key of the 
bottomless pit was giventohim. | 
2 He opened the bottomless pit, 
and smoke went up out of the pit, 
like the smoke of a great furnace; and 
the sun and the air were darkened by 
the smoke of the pit. Ge 19:28; Ex 19:18 
3 Then out of the smoke came 
Rlocusts upon the earth, and power 
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was given them, as the scorpions of 
the earth have power. © Ex 10:12:15; Re 9:7 
4 They were told not to ®hurt the 
Rgrass of the earth, nor any green 
thing, nor any tree, but only the men 
who do not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads. Re 6:6 « Re 8:7 Eze 9:4; Re 7:2,3 
5 And they were not permitted to 
kill anyone, but to torment for "five 
months; and their torment was like 
the torment of a scorpion when it 
Tstings a man. Re 9:10 ¢ Lit strikes 
6 And in those days ®men will 
seek death and will not find it; they 
will long to die, and death flees from 
them. Job 3:21; 7:15; Je 8:3; Re 6:16 
7 The 8appearance of the locusts 
was like horses prepared for battle; 
and on their heads appeared to be 
crowns like gold, and their faces were 
like the faces of men. Joel 2:4 
8 They had hair like the hair of 
women, and their 8teeth were like the 
teeth of lions. Joel 1:6 
9 They had breastplates like 
breastplates of iron; and the sound 
of their wings was like the sound of 
chariots, of many horses rushing to 
battle. Je 47:3; Joel 2:5 
10 They have tails like scorpions, 
and stings; and in their tails is their 
power to hurt men for five months. 
11 They have as king over them, 
the angel of the abyss; his name in 
Hebrew is FAbaddon, and in the 
Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
12 ®The first woe is past; behold, 
two woes are still coming after these 
things. Re 8:13; 11:14 


The Sixth Trumpet—Army from 
the East 

13 Then the sixth angel sounded, 
and I heard 'a voice from the ‘four 
Rhorns of the ®golden altar which is 
before God, Lit one voice « Ex 30:2f, 10 « Re 8:3 

14 one saying to the sixth angel 
who had the trumpet, “Release the 
Rfour angels who are bound at the 
great river Euphrates.” Re 7:1 

15 And the four angels, who had 
been prepared for the hour and day 
and month and year, were "released, 
so that they would kill a ®third of 
Tmankind. Re 20:7 ¢ Re 8:7; 9:18 © Gr anthropoi 


9:11 I.e. destruction 9:13 Two early mss do not 
contain four 
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16 The number of the armies of 
the horsemen was two hundred mil- 
lion; I heard the number of them. 

17 And this is how I saw in the 
vision the horses and those who sat 
on them: the riders had breastplates 
the color of fire and of hyacinth and 
of brimstone; and the heads of the 
horses are like the heads of lions; and 
out of their mouths proceed fire and 
smoke and brimstone. Da 8:2: 9:21 

18 A &third of mankind was 
killed by these three plagues, by the 
Rfire and the smoke and the brim- 
stone which proceeded out of their 
mouths. Re 8:7; 9:15 ¢ Gr anthropoi ¢ Re 9:17 

19 For the power of the horses is 
in their mouths and in their tails; for 
their tails are like serpents and have 
heads, and with them they do harm. 

20 The rest of mankind, who were 
not killed by these plagues, ®did not 
repent of 8the works of their hands, 
so as not to worship demons, and the 
idols of gold and of silver and of 
brass and of stone and of wood, 
which can neither see nor hear nor 
walk; Re 2:21 © De 4:28: Je 1:16; Mi 5:13; Ac 7:41 

21 and they did not repent of 
their murders nor of their ®sorceries 
nor of their immorality nor of their 
thefts. Re 9:20 Is 47:9, 12; Re 18:23 © Re 17:2, 4,5 


The Angel and the Little Book 

l I saw another 8strong angel 
Rcoming down out of heaven, 

clothed with a cloud; and the 8rain- 

bow was upon his head, and his face 

was like the sun, and his ®feet like pil- 

lars of fire; Re 5:2 ¢ Re 18:1; 20:1 © Re 4:3 © Re 1:15 

2 and he had in his hand a 8 little 
book which was open. He placed his 
right foot on the sea and his left on 
the land; Re 5:1; 10:8-10 # Re 10:5, 8 

3 and he cried out with a loud 
voice, as when a lion roars; and when 
he had cried out, the seven peals of 
thunder uttered their voices. 

4 When the seven peals of thun- 
der had spoken, ®I was about to write; 
and I Sheard a voice from heaven say- 
ing, “Seal up the things which the 
seven peals of thunder have spoken 
and do not write them.” Re 1:11, 19 Re 10:8 

5 Then the angel whom I saw 
standing on the sea and on the land 
lifted up his right hand to heaven, 

6 and swore by Him who lives 
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forever and ever, WHO CREATED 
HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE 
EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE 
SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there 
will be delay no longer, — Ex 20:11; Re 4:11 
7 but in the days of the voice of 
the ®seventh angel, when he is about 
to sound, then ®the mystery of God is 
finished, as He preached to His ser- 
vants the prophets. Re 11:15 « Am 3:7; Ro 16:25 
8 Then 8the voice which I heard 
from heaven, I heard again speaking 
with me, and saying, “Go, take ®the 
Tbook which is open in the hand of 
the angel who stands on the sea and 
on the land.” Re 10:4 Re 10:2 ¢ Or scroll * Re 10:2 
9 So I went to the angel, telling 
him to give me the little book. And he 
*said to me, “Take it and eat it; it will 
make your stomach bitter, but in your 
mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 

10 I took the little book out of the 
angel’s hand and ate it, and in my 
mouth it was sweet as honey; and 
when I had eaten it, my stomach was 
made bitter. 

11 And &they *said to me, “You 
must ®prophesy again concerning 
many peoples and nations and 
tongues and kings.” Re 11:1 ¢ Eze 37:4, 9 


The Two Witnesses 

l Then there was given me a 
measuring rod like a staff; and 

someone said, “Get up and measure 

the temple of God and the altar, and 

those who worship in it. 

2 “Leave out the court which is 
outside the temple and do not meas- 
ure it, for it has been given to the na- 
tions; and they will tread under foot 
the holy city for forty-two months. 

3 “And I will grant authority to 
my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for twelve hundred and 
sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 

4 These are the two olive trees 
and the two lampstands that stand be- 
fore the Lord of the earth. 

5 And if anyone wants to harm 
them, "fire flows out of their mouth 
and devours their enemies; so if any- 
one wants to harm them, he must be 
killed in this way. 2 ki 1:10-12: Je 5:14: Re 9:17 

6 These have the power to ®shut 
up the sky, so that rain will not fall 
during ®the days of their prophesying; 
and they have power over the waters 
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to turn them into blood, and to strike 
the earth with every plague, as often 
as they desire. 1 Ki 17:1; Lk 4:25 « Re 11:3 

7 When they have finished their 
testimony, the beast that comes up 
out of the abyss will make war with 
them, ’and overcome them and kill 
them. Re 13:1ff; 17:8 © Re 9:1 © Da 7:21; Re 13:7 
8 And their dead bodies will lie 
_ in the street of the ®great city which 
 Fmystically is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also their Lord was cru- 
cified. Re 14:8; 16:19; 17:18; 18:2, 10, 16, 18, 19, 21 

9 Those from the peoples and 
tribes and tongues and nations will 
look at their dead Fbodies for three 
and a half days, and will not permit 
their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. 

10 And 8those who dwell on the 
earth will rejoice over them and cele- 
brate; and they will send gifts to one 
another, because these two prophets 
tormented 8those who dwell on the 
earth. Re 3:10 ¢ Ne 8:10, 12; Es 9:19, 22 ¢ Re 3:10 

11 But after the three and a half 
days, the breath of life from God came 
into them, and they stood on their 
feet; and great fear fell upon those 
who were watching them. 

12 And they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, ““Come 
up here.” Then they ®went up into 
heaven in the cloud, and their ene- 
mies watched them. Re 4:1 «2 Ki2:11; Ac 1:9 

13 And in that hour there was a 
great earthquake, and a tenth of the 
city fell; seven thousand people were 
killed in the earthquake, and the rest 
were terrified and gave glory to the 
God of heaven. Re 6:12; 8:5; 11:19; 16:18 

14 The second woe is past; behold, 
the third woe is coming quickly. 


The Seventh Trumpet—Christ’s 
Reign Foreseen 

mS 15Then the seventh angel 
sounded; and there were ®loud 

voices in heaven, saying, 

“The kingdom of the world has be- 
come the kingdom of our Lord and of 
His FChrist; and He will reign forever 
and ever.” Re 8:2; 10:7 © Re 16:17; 19:1 

16 And the twenty-four elders, 
who &sit on their thrones before God, 
Rfe]] on their faces and worshiped 
God, Ma’19:28: Re 4:4 ¢ Re 4:10 

17 saying, 

“We give You thanks, 8O Lord God, 
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the Almighty, who are and who were, 
because You have taken Your great 
power and have begun to reign. re 1:8 
18 “And the nations were enraged, 
and Your wrath came, and the time 
came for the dead to be judged, and 
the time to reward Your bond-ser- 
vants the prophets and the saints and 
those who fear Your name, the small 
and the great, and to destroy those 
who destroy the earth.” 
_ 19 And ®the temple of God which 
is in heaven was opened; and &the ark 
of His covenant appeared in His tem- 
ple, and there were flashes of ®light- 
ning and sounds and peals of thunder 
and an earthquake and a great hail- 
storm. Re 4:1; 15:5.¢ He 9:4 ¢ Re 4:5; 8:5;:16:18 


The Woman, Israel 
l A great sign appeared Rin 
heaven: 8a woman clothed with 
the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars; Ma 24:30; Re 12:3 ¢ Re 11:19 © Ga 4:26 
2 and she was with child; and 
she *®cried out, being in labor and in 
pain to give birth. Is 26:17; 66:6-9; Mi 4:9f 


The Red Dragon, Satan 

3 Then Ranother sign appeared 
in heaven: and behold, a great red 
dragon having seven heads and ten 
horns, and on his heads were seven 
diadems. Re 12:1; 15:1 © Re 13:1; 17:3, 7, 9ff 

4 And his tail *swept away a 
Rthird of the stars of heaven and 
Rthrew them to the earth. And the 
dragon stood before the woman who 
was about to give birth, so that when 
she gave birth he might devour her 
child. Re 8:7, 12 © Da 8:10 ® Ma 2:16 


The Male Child, Christ 

5 And 8she gave birth to a son, a 
male child, who is to ®rule all the na- 
tions with a rod of iron; and her child 
was caught up to God and to His 
throne. Is 66:7 © Ps 2:9; Re 2:27 © 2 Co 12:2ff 

6 Then the woman fled into the 
wilderness where she *had a place 
prepared by God, so that there she 
would be nourished for one thousand 
two hundred and sixty days. 


11:8 Lit spiritually 11:9 Lit body W 11:15 
11:15 I.e. Messiah 
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The Angel, Michael 

7 And there was war in heaven, 
®Michael and his angels waging war 
with the dragon. The dragon and his 
angels waged war, Da 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9 

8 and they were not strong 
enough, and there was no longer a 
place found for them in heaven. 

9 And the great dragon was 
thrown down, the serpent of old who 
is called the devil and Satan, who de- 
ceives the whole world; he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his an- 
gels were thrown down with him. | 
vw 10 Then I heard 8a loud voice in 

heaven, saying, 

“Now the &salvation, and the 
power, and the ®kingdom of our God 
and the authority of His Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brethren 
has been thrown down, he who ac- 
cuses them before our God day and 
night. Re 11:15 © Re 7:10 © Re 11:15 

11 “And they overcame him be- 
cause of the blood of the Lamb and 
because of the word of their testi- 
mony, and they did not love their life 
even when faced with death. Re 6:9 

12 “For this reason, rejoice, O 
heavens and you who dwell in them. 
RWoe to the earth and the sea, be- 
cause ®the devil has come down to 
you, having great wrath, knowing that 
he has only a short time.” re 8:13 « Re 12:9 

13 And when the dragon saw 
that he was thrown down to the earth, 
he persecuted §the woman who gave 
birth to the male child. Re 12:3 ¢ Re 12:5 

14 But the two wings of the great 
eagle were given to the woman, so 
that she could fly into the wilderness 
to her place, where she *was nour- 
ished for a time and times and half a 
time, from the presence of the ser- 


pent. 

15 And the serpent ‘poured 
water like a river out of his mouth 
after the woman, so that he might 
cause her to be swept away with the 
flood. Ge 3:1; 2 Co 11:3; Re 12:9; 20:2 ¢ Lit threw 

16 But the earth helped the 
woman, and the earth opened its 
mouth and drank up the river which 
the dragon poured out of his mouth. 

17 So the dragon was enraged 
with the woman, and went off to 
Rmake war with the rest of her 8chil- 
dren, who ®keep the commandments 
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of God and hold to the testimony of 
Jesus. Re 11:7; 13:7 © Ge 3:15 © 1 Jo 2:3; Re 14:12 


The Beast from the Sea 
] And the dragon stood on the 
sand of the seashore. 

Then I saw a beast coming up out 
of the sea, having ten horns and seven 
heads, and on his horns were ®ten di- 
adems, and on his heads were blas- 
phemous names. Re 12:3; 17:12 

2 And the beast which I saw was 
Rlike a leopard, and his feet were like 
those of 8a bear, and his mouth like 
the mouth of a lion. And the dragon 
gave him his power and his throne 
and great authority. Da7:6; Ho 13:7f * Da 7:5 

3 I saw one of his heads as if it 
had been slain, and his fatal wound 
was healed. And the whole earth was 
amazed and followed after the beast; 

4 they worshiped the dragon be- 
cause he gave his authority to the 
beast; and they worshiped the beast, 
saying, “Who is like the beast, and 
who is able to wage war with him?” 

5 There was given to him a 
mouth &speaking arrogant words 
and blasphemies, and authority to act 
for ®forty-two months was given to 
him. Da 7:8, 11, 20, 25: 11:36; 2 Th 2:3f ¢ Re 11:2 

6 And he opened his mouth in 
blasphemies against God, to blas- 
pheme His name and His tabernacle, 
that is, those who dwell in heaven. 

7 It was also given to him to 
make war with the saints and to over- 
come them, and authority over 8every 
tribe and people and tongue and na- 
tion was given to him. Re 5:9 

8 All who ®dwell on the earth 
will worship him, everyone 8whose 
name has not been ‘written from 
the foundation of the world in the 
book of life of ®the Lamb who has 
been slain. Re 3:10; 13:12, 14 © Re 3:5 ¢ Re 5:6 

9 ®If anyone has an ear, let him 
hear. Re 2:7 

10 ®If anyone Fis destined for 
captivity, to captivity he goes; if any- 
one kills with the sword, with the 
sword he must be killed. Here is 
‘the perseverance and the faith of the 
Saints. Is 33:1; Je 15:2; 43:11 © He 6:12: Re 14:12 


Y 12:10-11 13:8 Or written in the book...slain 
from the foundation of the world 13:10 Or leads 
into captivity 
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Ehe Beast from the Earth 

1 Then 81 saw another beast 
ge up out of the earth; and he 
had 8two horns like a lamb and he 
spoke as a dragon. Re 13:1; 16:13 * Da 8:3 

12 He exercises all the authority 
of the first beast 8in his presence. 
And he makes &the earth and those 
who dwell in it to worship the first 
beast, whose fatal wound was 
healed. Re 13:4 Re 13:14; 19:20 * Re 13:8 ¢ Re 13:3 

13 He ®performs great signs, so 
that he even makes fire come down 
out of heaven to the earth in the pres- 
ence of men. Ma 24:24; Re 16:14; 19:20 

14 And he 8deceives 8those who 
dwell on the earth because of ®the 
signs which it was given him to per- 
form in the presence of the beast, 
telling those who dwell on the earth to 
make an image to the beast who *had 
the wound of the sword and has 
come to life. Re 12:9 Re 13:8 © 2 Th 2:9f « Re 13:3 

15 And it was given to him to give 
breath to the image of the beast, so 
that the image of the beast would 
even Fspeak and cause ®as many as do 
not worship the image of the = ' 
be killed. 

16 And he causes all, ®the stall 
and the great, and the rich and the 
poor, and the free men and the slaves, 
to be given a mark on their right hand 
or on their forehead, Re 11:18; 19:5, 18 

17 and he provides that no one 
will be able to buy or to sell, except 
the one who has the ®mark, either 
Rthe name of the beast or the number 
of his name. Ga 6:17; Re 7:3; 14:9; 20:4 * Re 14:11 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him who 
has understanding calculate the num- 
ber of the beast, for the number is that 
Rof a man; and his number is "six hun- 
dred and sixty-six. Re 17:9 * Re 21:17 


The Lamb and the 144,000 on 
Mount Zion 
l Then I looked, and behold, ®the 
Lamb was standing on Mount 
Zion, and with Him one hundred and 
forty- four thousand, having "His 
name and the name of His Father writ- 
ten on their foreheads. Re 5:6 « Re 3:12 
2 And I heard a voice from 
heaven, like 8the sound of many wa- 
ters and like the sound of loud thun- 
der, and the voice which I heard was 
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like the sound of ®harpists playing on 
their harps. Re 1:15 © Re 6:1 ¢ Re 5:8 

3 And they *sang 8a new song 
before the throne and before the ®four 
living creatures and the 8elders; and 
Rno one could learn the song except 
the one hundred and forty-four thou- 
sand who had been 8purchased from 
the earth. Re 5:9 ¢ Re 4:6 ¢ Re 4:4 @ Re 2:17 © Re 5:9 

4 These are the ones who have 
not been defiled with women, for they 
Fhave kept themselves chaste. These 
are the ones who follow the Lamb 
wherever He goes. These have been 
Rpurchased from among men as first 
fruits to God and tothe Lamb. ~ re5:9 

5 And no lie was found in their 
mouth; they are blameless. 


Vision of the Angel with the 
Gospel 

6 And Isaw another angel flying 
in ®midheaven, having an eternal 
gospel to preach to those who live on 
the earth, and to every nation and 
tribe and tongue and people; Re 8:13 

7 and he said with a loud voice, 
“RFear God, and ®give Him glory, be- 
cause the hour of His judgment has 
come; worship Him who made the 
heaven and the earth and sea and 
springs of waters.” Re 15:4¢ Re 11:13 ¢ Re 4:11 

8 And another angel, a second 
one, followed, saying, “®Fallen, fallen 
is Babylon the great, she who has 
Rmade all the nations drink of the 
Rwine of the passion of her immoral- 
ity.” — 1s 21.9; Je 51:8; Re 18:2 ¢ Je 51:7 © Re 17:2, 4; 18:3 


Doom for Worshipers of the 
Beast 
yy 9 Then another angel, a third 
one, followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, “If anyone worships the 
beast and his image, and receives a 
mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 he also will drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is mixed in 
full strength ®in the cup of His anger; 
and he will be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the ®holy 
angels and in the presence of the 
Lamb. Ps 75:8; Re 18:6 © Mk 8:38 
11 “And the 8smoke of their tor- 


13:15 One early ms reads speak, and he will cause 
13:18 One early ms reads 616 14:4 Lit are chaste 
men 3% 14:9-11 
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ment goes up forever and ever; ®they 
have no rest day and night, those who 
worship the beast and his image, and 
whoever receives the mark of his 
name.” Is 34:8-10; Re 18:9, 18; 19:3 © Re 4:8 

12 Here is 8the perseverance of 
the saints who keep the command- 
ments of God and &their faith in 
Jesus. Re 13:10 ¢ Re 12:17 * Re 2:13 

13 And I heard a voice from 
heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord from 
now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so 
that they may rest from their labors, 
for their deeds follow with them.” 


The Reapers 

14 Then I looked, and behold, a 
Rwhite cloud, and sitting on the cloud 
was one like ¥a son of man, having a 
golden crown on His head and a 
sharp sickle in His hand. Ma 17:5 

15 And another angel came out of 
the temple, crying out with a loud 
voice to Him who sat on the cloud, 
“Put in your sickle and reap, for the 
hour to reap has come, because the 
harvest of the earth is ripe.” 

16 Then He who sat on the cloud 
Tswung His sickle over the earth, and 
the earth was reaped. Lit cast 

17 And another angel came out of 
the ‘temple which is in heaven, and 
he also had a sharp sickle. or sanctuary 

18 Then another angel, ®the one 
who has power over fire, came out 
from "the altar; and he called with a 
loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, saying, “Put in your sharp 
sickle and gather the clusters Tfrom 
the vine of the earth, because her 
grapes are ripe.” _—_Re 16:8 « Re 6:9; 8:3 « Lit of 

19 So the angel swung his sickle 
to the earth and gathered the clusters 
from the vine of the earth, and threw 
them into ®the great wine press of the 
wrath of God. Lit cast « Is 63:2f; Re 19:15 

20 And 8the wine press was trod- 
den outside the city, and blood came 
out from the wine press, up to the 
horses’ bridles, for a distance of ‘two 
hundred miles. Is 63:3; La 1:15; Re 19:15 


A Scene of Heaven 
a vee I saw another sign in 
heaven, great and marvelous, 
seven angels who had seven plagues, 
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which are the last, because in them 
the wrath of God is finished. 

2 AndIsaw something like a sea 
of glass mixed with fire, and those 
who had been victorious over the 
beast and his image and the number 
of his name, standing on the sea of 
glass, holding harps of God. 

And they *sang the ®song of 
Moses, the bond-servant of God, and 
the song of the Lamb, saying, 


“Great and marvelous are Your 
works, 
O Lord God, the Almighty; 
Righteous and true are Your 
ways, 
King of the fnations! Ex 15:1ff 

4 “Who will not fear, O Lord, and 

glorify Your name? 

For You alone are holy; 

For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME 
AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, 

FoR YOUR 8RIGHTEOUS ACTS 
HAVE BEEN REVEALED.” — Re 19:8 

5 After these things I looked, and 
Rthe temple of the tabernacle of testi- 
mony in heaven was opened, © Re 11:19 

6 and the 8seven angels who had 
the seven plagues came out of the 
temple, clothed in flinen, clean and 
bright, and girded around their chests 
with golden sashes. Re 15:1 

7 Then one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath 
of God, who lives forever and ever. 

8 And the 'temple was filled with 
smoke from the glory of God and 
from His power; and no one was able 
to enter the temple until the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were fin- 
ished. Or sanctuary 
Six Bowls of Wrath 

6:2 I heard a loud voice from 
Rthe Ttemple, saying to the ®se- 

ven angels, “Go and pour out Ton the 
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of 
God.” Re 11:19 * Or sanctuary ¢ Re 15:1 ¢ Lit into 

2 So the first angel went and 
poured out his bowl on the earth; and 
it became a loathsome and malignant 
Xsore on the people who had the mark 


14:14 Or the Son of Man 14:20 Lit sixteen hundred 
stadia; a stadion was approx 600 ft 15:3 Two early 
mss read ages 15:6 One early ms reads stone 
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of the beast and who worshiped his 
image. Ex 9:9-11; De 28:35; Re 16:11 
_ 3 The second angel poured out 
his bowl into the sea, and it became 
blood like that of a dead man; and 
every living ‘thing in the sea died. 

4 Then the third angel poured 
out his bowl into the ®rivers and the 
springs of waters; and they ®became 
blood. Re 8:10 © Ex 7:17-20; Ps 78:44; Re 11:6 

5 And I heard the angel of the 
waters saying, “Righteous are You, 
who are and who were, O Holy One, 
because You judged these things; 

6 for they poured out ®the blood 
of saints and prophets, and You have 
given them ®blood to drink. They de- 
serve it.” Re 17:6: 18:24 © Is 49:26; Lk 11:49-51 

7 And I heard the altar saying, 
“Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true 
and righteous are Your judgments.” 

The fourth angel poured out his 
bowl upon &the sun, and it was given 
to it to scorch men with fire. Re 6:12 

9 Men were scorched with fierce 
heat; and they blasphemed the name 
of God who has the power over these 
plagues, and they did not repent so 
as to give Him glory. Re 2:21 

10 Then the fifth angel poured out 
his bowl on the throne of the beast, 
and his kingdom became darkened; 
and they gnawed their tongues be- 
cause of pain, Ex 10:21f; Is 8:22; Re 8:12; 9:2 

11 and they ®blasphemed the 
RGod of heaven because of their pains 
and their sores; and they did not re- 
pent of their deeds. Re 16:9, 21 ¢ Re 11:13 

12 The sixth angel poured out his 
bowl on the ®great river, the Eu- 
phrates; and its water was dried up, 
so that the way would be prepared for 
the kings from the east. Re 9:14 


Armageddon 
13 And I saw coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of 
the mouth of the beast and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet, three un- 
clean spirits like frogs; Re 12:3 
14 for they are ®spirits of demons, 
performing signs, which go out to the 
kings of the whole world, to gather 
them together for the war of the great 
day of God, the Almighty. | 14d 
aN 15(“Behold, I am coming like a 
> thief. Blessed is the one who stays 
awake and keeps his clothes, ®so that 
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he will not walk about naked and men 
will not see his shame.”) Re 3:18 

16 And they 8gathered them to- 
gether to the place which 8in Hebrew 
is called "Har-Magedon. Re 19:19 « Re 9:11 


Seventh Bowl of Wrath 
17 Then the seventh angel poured 
out his bowl upon &the air, and a loud 
voice came out of the temple from the 
throne, saying, “It is done.” Ep 2:2 
18 And there were flashes of 
Rlightning and sounds and peals of 
thunder; and there was 8a great earth- 
quake, such as there had not been 
since man came to be upon the earth, 
so great an earthquake was it, and so 
mighty. Re 4:5 e Re 6:12 © Da 12:1; Ma 24:21 
19 ®The great city was split into 
three parts, and the cities of the na- 
tions fell. Babylon the great was Bre- 
membered before God, to give her 
the cup of the wine of His fierce 
wrath.re 11:8; 17:18; 18:10, 18f, 21 ¢ Re 14:8 ¢ Re 18:5 
20 And every island fled away, 
and the mountains were not found. 
21 And ®huge thailstones, about 
Fone hundred pounds each, *came 
down from heaven upon men; and 
men blasphemed God because of the 
plague of the hail, because its plague 
*was extremely SeVEFe. Re 8:7; 11:19 « Lit hail 


The Doom of Babylon 

1 EF eran one of the ®seven angels 
who had the ®seven bowls came 

and spoke with me, saying, “Come 

here, I will show you the judgment of 

the great harlot who sits on many wa- 

ters, Re 1:1; 21:9 « Re 15:1 ¢ Re 15:7 * Re 16:19 

2 with whom &the kings of the 
earth committed acts of immorality, 
and ®those who dwell on the earth 
were made drunk with the wine of her 
immorality.” Re 2:22; 18:3, 9 « Re 3:10; 17:8 

3 And he carried me away "in the 
Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full 
of blasphemous names, having seven 
heads and ten horns. 

4 The woman was clothed in pur- 
ple and scarlet, and adorned with 
gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having in her hand 8a gold cup full of 


16:15 16:16 Two early mss read Armagedon 
16:21 Lit the weight of a talent 17:3 Or in spirit 
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abominations and of the unclean 
things of her immorality, — Je51:7;Re 18:6 
5 and on her forehead a name 
was written, a mystery, “BABYLON 
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND OF 8THE ABOMI- 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH.” © Re172 
6 And I saw the woman drunk 
with ®the blood of the ‘saints, and 
with the blood of the witnesses of 
Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered 
greatly. Re 16:6 ¢ Or holy ones 
7 And the angel said to me, “Why 

do you wonder? I will tell you the mys- 
tery of the woman and of the beast 
that carries her, which has the seven 
heads and the ten horns. Re 17:3 
8 “RThe beast that you saw was, 
and is not, and is about to come up 
out of the abyss and ¥go to destruc- 
tion. And those who dwell on the 
earth, }whose name has not been 
written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world, will wonder 
when they see the beast, that he was 
and is not and will come. pa7:7¢ Re 3:10 
9 “Here is the mind which has 
wisdom. The seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman sits, 
10 and they are seven kings; five 
have fallen, one is, the other has not 
yet come; and when he comes, he 
must remain a little while. Re 10:11 
11 “The beast which ®was and is 
not, is himself also an eighth and is 
one of the seven, and he ®goes to de- 
struction. Re 13:3, 12, 14; 17:8 « Re 13:10; 17:8 
12 “The ®ten horns which you saw 
are ten kings who have not yet re- 
ceived a kingdom, but they receive au- 
thority as kings with the beast 8for one 
hour. Da 7:24; Re 12:3; 13:1; 17:16 ® Re 18:10, 17, 19 
13 “These have Rone ‘purpose, 
and they give their power and author- 
ity to the beast. Re 17:17 ¢ Or mind 


Victory for the Lamb 

14 “These will wage ®war against 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will Rover- 
come them, because He is Lord of 
lords and King of kings, and those 
who are with Him are the called and 
chosen and faithful.” Re 16:14 ® Re 3:21 

15 And he *said to me, “The ®wa- 
ters which you saw where the harlot 
sits, are peoples and multitudes and 
nations and tongues. © 1s 8:7; Je 47:2: Re 17:1 

16 “And the 8ten horns which you 
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saw, and the beast, these will hate the 
harlot and will make her desolate and 
naked, and will eat her flesh and will 
burn her up with fire. Re 17:12 

17 “For 8God has put it in their 
hearts to execute His 'purpose by 
Rhaving a common purpose, and by 
giving their kingdom to the beast, 
until the words of God will be ful- 
filled. 2.Co 8:16 * Or mind « Re 17:13 ® Re 10:7 

18 “The woman whom you saw is 
Rthe great city, which reigns over the 
kings of the earth.” Re 11:8; 16:19 


Babylon Is Fallen 

After these things I saw another 
Rangel coming down from 
heaven, having great authority, and 
the earth was illumined with his 
glory. Re 17:1, 7 Re 10:1 ° Eze 43:2 
2 And he cried out with a mighty 
voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Baby- 
lon the great! She has become a 
dwelling place of demons and a 
Tprison of every ®unclean spirit, and a 
prison of every unclean and hateful 
bird. Is 21:9; Je 51:8; Re 14:8 © Or haunt ¢ Re 16:13 
3 “For all the nations Fhave 
drunk of the wine of the passion of 
her immorality, and the kings of the 
earth have committed acts of im- 
morality with her, and the merchants 
of the earth have become rich by the 
wealth of her sensuality.” Re 17:2; 18:9 
4 I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my 
people, so that you will not participate 
in her sins and receive of her plagues; 
5 for her sins have 8piled up as 
high as heaven, and God has £re- 
membered her iniquities. Je 51:9 Re 16:19 
6 “RPay her back even as she has 
paid, and give back to her double ac- 
cording to her deeds; in the ®cup 
which she has mixed, mix twice as 
much for her. Ps 137:8; Je. 50:15, 29 ® Re 17:4 
_ _7 “To the degree that she glori- 
fied herself and lived sensuously, to 
the same degree give her torment and 
mourning; for she says in her heart, ‘I 
SIT AS A QUEEN AND | AM NOT A WIDOW, 

and will never see mourning,’ 
8 “For this reason in one day her 
plagues will come, pestilence and 
mourning and famine, and she will be 


17:8 One early ms reads is going 18:3 Two early 
ancient mss read have fallen by 
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®burned up with fire; for the Lord God 
who judges her is strong. Re 17:16 


Lament for Babylon 

9 “And the kings of the earth, 
who committed acts of immorality 
and lived sensuously with her, will 
weep and lament over her when they 
see the smoke of her burning, 

10 ®standing at a distance because 
of the fear of her torment, saying, 
‘RWoe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the 
strong city! For in one hour your judg- 
ment has come.’ Re 18:15, 17 © Re 18:16, 19 

11 “And the merchants of the 
earth Rweep and mourn over her, be- 
cause no one buys their cargoes any 
MOLre— Eze 27:9-25; Re 18:3, 15, 19, 23 ¢ Eze 27:27-34 

12 cargoes of gold and silver and 
precious stones and pearls and fine 
linen and purple and silk and scarlet, 
and every kind of citron wood and 
every article of ivory and every article 
made from very costly wood and 
Tpronze and iron and marble, or brass 

13 and cinnamon and spice and 
incense and perfume and frankin- 
cense and wine and olive oil and fine 
flour and wheat and cattle and sheep, 
and cargoes of horses and chariots 
and slaves and human lives. 

14 “The fruit ‘you long for has 
gone from you, and all things that 
were luxurious and splendid have 
passed away from you and men will 
no longer find them. _ Lit of your sout’s desire 

15 “The merchants of these 
things, who became rich from her, 
will ®stand at a distance because of 
the fear of her torment, weeping and 
mourning, Re 18:3 © Re 18:12, 13 « Re 18:10 

16 saying, ‘“Woe, woe, the great 
city, she who was clothed in fine 
linen and purple and scarlet, and 
adorned with gold and precious 
stones and pearls; Re 18:10, 19 ® Re 17:4 

17 for in Sone hour such great 
wealth has been laid ®waste!’ And 
Revery shipmaster and every passen- 
ger and sailor, and as many as make 
their living by the sea, stood at a dis- 
tance, Re 18:10 © Re 17:16; 18:19 * Eze 27:28f 

18 and were crying out as they 
saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 
‘What city is like the great city?’ 

19 “And they threw "dust on their 
heads and were crying out, weeping 
and mourning, saying, ‘“Woe, woe, the 
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great city, in which all who had ships 
at sea became rich by her wealth, 
for in Fone hour she has been laid 
waste!’ Jos 7:6; Job 2:12; La 2:10 ¢ Re 18:10 ¢ Re 18:10 

20 “RRejoice over her, O heaven, 
and you saints and Rapostles and 
prophets, because God has _ pro- 
nounced judgment for you against 
her.” Je 51:48; Re 12:12 * Lk 11:49f * Re 6:10; 18:6ff; 19:2 

21 Then ta ®strong angel 8took up 
a stone like a great millstone and 
threw it into the sea, saying, “So will 
Babylon, the great city, be thrown 
down with violence, and will not be 
found any longer’. Lit one « Re 5:2; 10:1 © Je 51:63f 

22 “And the sound of harpists and 
musicians and flute-players and trum- 
peters will not be heard in you any 
longer; and no craftsman of any craft 
will be found in you any longer; and 
the 8sound of a mill will not be heard 
in you any longer; Ec 12:4; Je 25:10 

23 and the light of a lamp will not 
shine in you any longer; and the voice 
of the bridegroom and bride will not 
be heard in you any longer; for your 
merchants were the great men of the 
earth, because all the nations were de- 
ceived by your sorcery. 

24 “And in her was found the 
Rpblood of prophets and of ‘saints and 
of ®all who have been slain on the 
earth.” Re 16:6; 17:6 ¢ Or holy ones * Ma 23:35 


The Fourfold Hallelujah 
l After these things I heard some- 
thing like a loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory 
and power belong to our God; — Re7:10 
2 BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE 
TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has 
judged the great harlot who was cor- 
rupting the earth with her immorality, 
and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIs 
BOND-SERVANTS ON HER.” Ps 19:9 
3 And a second time they said, 
“RHallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOR- 
EVER AND EVER.” Ps 104:35; Re 19:1, 4,6 
4 And the ®twenty-four elders 
and the ®four living creatures ®fell 
down and worshiped God who sits on 
the throne saying, “SAmen. Hallelu- 
jah!” Re 4:4, 10 » Re 4:6 * Re 4:10 » Ps 106:48; Re 5:14 
5 And a voice came from the 
throne, saying, 
“Give praise to our God, all you His 
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bond-servants, 8you who fear Him, 
the small and the great.” Re 11:18 
6 Then I heard something like 
the voice of a great multitude and 
like 8the sound of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty peals of 
thunder, saying, 
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, 
the Almighty, reigns. Eze 1:24; Re 1:15 


Marriage of the Lamb 

7 “Let us rejoice and be glad and 
give the glory to Him, for the mar- 
riage of the Lamb has come and His 
bride has made herself ready.” 

8 It was given to her to clothe 
herself in ®fine linen, bright and 
clean; for the fine linen is the right- 
eous acts of the saints. Re 15:6; 19:14 

9 Then fhe *said to me, “8Write, 
‘Blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” 
And he *said to me, “These are true 
words of God.” Re 17:1; 19:10 ¢ Re 1:19 

10 Then ®I fell at his feet to wor- 
ship him. ®But he *said to me, “Do not 
do that; I am a ®fellow servant of 
yours and your brethren who hold the 
testimony of Jesus; worship God. For 
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.” Re 22:8 * Ac 10:26; Re 22:9 ® Re l:lf 


The Coming of Christ 

11 And I saw ®heaven opened, and 
behold, a }white horse, and He who sat 
on it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and wages 
War. Eze 1:1; Jo 1:51; Re 4:1 ¢ Re 6:2; 19:19, 21 

12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and 
on His head are many diadems; and 
He has a name written on Him which 
no one knows except Himself. 

13 He is clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God. © 1563:3* Jo 1 

14 And the armies which are in 
heaven, clothed in ®fine linen, 'white 
and clean, were following Him on 
white horses. Re 19:8 © Re 3:4; 19:8 

15 From His mouth comes a sharp 
sword, so that with it He may strike 
down the nations, and He will rule 
them with a rod of iron; and He treads 
the wine press of the fierce wrath of 
God, the Almighty. 

_16 And on His robe and on His 
thigh He has a name written, “KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 
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17 Then I saw an angel standing 
in the sun, and he cried out with a 
loud voice, saying to all the birds 
which fly in midheaven, “Come, as- 
semble for the great supper of God, 

18 so that you may Feat the flesh 
of kings and the flesh of ‘comman- 
ders and the flesh of mighty men and 
the flesh of horses and of those who 
sit on them and the flesh of all men, 
both free men and slaves, and ®small 
and great.” Eze 39:18-20 © Re 11:18; 13:16; 19:5 

19 And I saw 8the beast and &the 
kings of the earth and their armies as- 
sembled to make war against Him 
who &sat on the horse and against His 
army. Re 11:7; 13:1 ¢ Re 16:14, 16 ¢ Re 19:11, 21 


Doom of the Beast and False 
Prophet 

20. And the beast was seized, and 
with him the false prophet who ®per- 
formed the signs in his presence, by 
which he ®deceived those who had re- 
ceived the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped his image; 
these two were thrown alive into the 
lake of fire which burns with brim- 
stone. Re 16:13 © Re 13:13 « Re 13:12 ¢ Re 13:14 

21 And the rest were killed with 
the sword which ®came from the 
mouth of Him who 8sat on the horse, 
and Rall the birds were filled with 
their flesh. Re 19:15 © Re 19:11, 19 ® Re 19:17 


Satan Bound 
2 Then I saw Ran angel coming 
down from heaven, holding the 
key of the abyss and a great chain Tin 
his hand. Re 10:1 © Re 1:18; 9:1 © Lit upon 
2 And he laid hold of the dragon, 
the serpent of old, who is the devil 
and Satan, and ®bound him for a 
thousand years; Is 24:22; 2 Pe 2:4: Jude 6 
3 and he threw him into the 
abyss, and shut it and ®sealed it over 
him, so that he would 8not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand 
years were completed; after these 
things he must be released for a short 
time. — Re 20:1 © Da 6:17; Ma 27:66 « Re 12:9; 20:8, 10 
4 Then I saw ®thrones, and Rthey 
sat on them, and judgment was given 
to them. And I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded because of 


19:18 I.e. chiliarchs, in command of one thousand 
troops 
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their testimony of Jesus and because 
of the word of God, and those who 
had not worshiped the beast or 
his image, and had not received the 
mark on their forehead and on their 
hand; and they came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years. Da7:9° Ma 19:28; Re 3:21 © Da 7:22; 1 Co 6:2 
5 The rest of the dead did not 
' come to life until the thousand years 
| were completed. ®This is the first res- 
_ urrection. Lk 14:14; Ph 3:11; 1 Th 4:16 
6 ®Blessed and holy is the one 
' who has a part in the first resurrec- 
tion; over these the second death has 
no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with 
Him for a thousand years. Re 14:13 


Satan Freed, Doomed 
7 When the thousand years are 
completed, Satan will be "released 
from his prison, Re 20:2f 
8 and will come out to ®deceive 
_ the nations which are in the ®four cor- 
ners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together for the war; the 
number of them is like the sand of the 
seashore. Re 12:9; 20:3, 10 © Eze 7:2; Re 7:1 
9 And they came up on the 
broad plain of the earth and sur- 
rounded the ®camp of the saints and 
the beloved city, and ®fire came 
down from heaven and devoured 
them. Eze 38:9, 16 © De 23:14 * Eze 38:22; 39:6; Re 13:13 
10 And 8the devil who ®deceived 
them was thrown into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the ®beast and 
the false prophet are also; and they 
will be tormented day and night for- 
ever and ever. Re 20:2f Re 20:2f « Re 16:13 


Judgment at the Throne of God 
a 11Then I saw a great white 
> ®throne and Him who sat upon it, 
from whose ‘presence earth and 
heaven fled away, and no place was 
found for them. Re 4:2 « Lit face » Re 6:14; 21:1 
12 And I saw the dead, the ®great 
and the small, standing before the 
throne, and ®books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is 
Rthe book of life; and the dead were 
judged from the things which were 
written. in the books, according to 
their deeds. Re 11:18 Da 7:10 ® Re 3:5; 20:15 
13. And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it, and death and Hades 
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gave up the dead which were in them; 
and they were judged, every one of 
them according to their deeds. 

14 Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. 

15 And if anyone’s name was not 
found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire. 


The New Heaven and Earth 

2 Then I saw a new heaven 
LY and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth passed 
away, and there is no longer any sea. 

2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, made ready as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne, saying, “Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is among men, and He 
will ®dwell among them, and they 
shall be His people, and God Himself 
will be among them, Jo 14:23; 2 Co 6:16 

4 and He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; and there will 
no longer be any death; there will no 
longer be any mourning, or crying, or 
pain; the first things have passed 
away.” Is 25:8; Re 7:17 © 1 Co 15:26; Re 20:14 

5 And ®He who sits on the throne 
*said, “Behold, Iam making all things 
new.” And He said, “Write, for these 
words are faithful and true.” Re 4:9; 20:11 

6 Then He said to me, “It is done. 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will give to 
the one who thirsts from the spring of 
the water of life without cost. 

7 “RHe who overcomes will in- 
herit these things, and I will be his 
God and he will be My son. Re 2:7 

8 “But for the cowardly and un- 
believing and abominable and mur- 
derers and immoral persons and 
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, 
their part will be in ®the lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone, which 
is the ®second death.” Re 19:20 Re 2:11 

9 Then one of the seven angels 
who had the ®seven bowls full of the 
Rseven last plagues came and spoke 
with me, saying, “Come here, I will 


wW 20:11-13 2% 21:1-8 21:3 One early ms reads, 
and be their God 
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show you the ®bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” ~ Re 17:1¢ Re 15:7 © Re 15:1 © Re 19:7; 21:2 


The New Jerusalem i 

10 And 8he carried me away FRin 
the Spirit to a great and high moun- 
tain, and showed me the holy city, 
Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, © Eze 40:2: Re 17:3 « Re 1:10 

11 having "the glory of God. 
Her brilliance was like a very costly 
stone, as a stone of crystal-clear 
jasper. Is 60:1f; Eze 43:2; Re 15:8; 21:23; 22:5 ¢ Re 4:6 

12 It had a great and high wall, 
with twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels; and names were writ- 
ten on them, which are the names of 
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 

13 There were three gates on the 
east and three gates on the north and 
three gates on the south and three 
gates on the west. 

14 And the wall of the city had 
Xtwelve foundation stones, and on 
them were the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. He 11:10 

15 The one who spoke with me 
had a gold measuring rod to measure 
the city, and its gates and its wall. 

16 The city is laid out as a square, 
and its length is as great as the width; 
and he measured the city with the 
Trod, ‘fifteen hundred miles; its length 
and width and height are equal. Lit reea 

17 And he measured its wall, 
"seventy-two yards, according to 
human measurements, which are 
also Rangelic measurements. Re 21-9 

18 The material of the wall was 
jasper; and the city was 8pure gold, 
like clear ®glass. — Re 21:11 ¢ Re 21:21 « Re 46 

19 8The foundation stones of the 
city wall were adorned with every 
kind of precious stone. The first foun- 
dation stone was jasper; the second, 
sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth, emerald; Ex 28:17-20: Is 54:11f: Eze 28:13 

20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, 
®sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the 
eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the 
tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, 
jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. Re 4:3 

21 And the twelve ®gates were 
twelve ®pearls; each one of the gates 
was a Single pearl. And the street of 
the city was 8pure gold, like transpar- 
ent glass. Re 21:12, 15, 25 © Re 17:4 © Re 21:18 

22 I saw ®no temple in it, for the 
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Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb 
are its temple. Ma 24:2; Jo 4:21 
23 And the city has no need of the 
sun or of the moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God has illumined it, and 
its lamp is the 3Lamb. Re 5:6; 7:17; 14:4 
24 The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth ‘will 
bring their glory into it. 1s 60:3,5 « Lit bring 
25 In the daytime (for ®there will 
be no night there) its gates will never 
be closed; Ze 14:7; Re 21:23; 22:5 © Is 60:11 
26 and they will bring the glory 
and the honor of the nations into it; 
27 and nothing unclean, and no 
one who practices abomination and 
lying, shall ever come into it, but only 
those whose names are 8written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. Re 3:5 


The River and the Tree of Life 

2 yates Rhe showed me a river of 
the water of life, clear as crys- 

tal, coming from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb, Re 1:1; 21:9; 22:6 

2 in the middle of its street. 3On 
either side of the river was 8the tree of 
life, bearing twelve Fkinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month; and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations. Eze 47:12 Ge 2:9; Re 2:7; 22:14, 19 

3 There will no longer be any 
curse; and ®the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and His bond- 
servants will serve Him; Ze 14:11 Re 21:3 

4 they will see His face, and His 
name will be on their foreheads. 

5 And ®there will no longer be 
any night; and they will not have need 
of the light of a lamp nor the light of 
the sun, because the Lord God will il- 
lumine them; and they will reign for- 
ever and ever. Ze 14:7; Re 21:25 

6 And ®he said to me, “These 
words are faithful and true”; and the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of the 
prophets, sent His angel to show to 
His bond-servants the things which 
must soon take place. Re 1:1; 21:9 

_7 “And behold, 81 am coming 
quickly. ®Blessed is he who heeds 


21:10 Or in spirit 21:16 Lit twelve thousand stadia; 
a stadion was approx 600 ft. 21:17 Lit one hundred 
forty-four cubits 22:1 Or the Lamb. In the middle 
of its street, and on either side of the river, was 

22:2 Or crops of fruit 
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the words of the prophecy of this 
book.” Re 1:3; 3:3, 11; 16:15; 22:12, 20 » Re 1:3; 16:15 

8 8], John, am the one who heard 
and saw these things. And when I 
heard and saw, ®I fell down to worship 
at the feet of the angel who showed 
me these things. Re 1:1 ¢ Re 19:10 

9 But ®he *said to me, “Do not do 
that. 1 am a ®fellow servant of yours 
and of your brethren the prophets and 
of those who heed the words of this 
book. Worship God.” Re 19:10 © Re 1:1 


The Final Message 
10 And he *said to me, “Do not 
seal up the words of the prophecy of 
this book, ®for the time is near. Re1:3 
; 11 “Let the one who does wrong, 
still do wrong; and the one who is 
filthy, still be filthy; and let the one 
who is righteous, still practice right- 
~ eousness; and the one who is holy, 
still keep himself holy.” — Eze 3:27; Da 12:10 
12 “Behold, 8I am coming quickly, 
and My ®reward is with Me, to render 
to every man according to what he 
has done. Re 22:7 ¢ Is 40:10; 62:11 
13 “I am the RAlpha and the 
- Omega, the first and the last, ®the be- 
ae ne and the end.” Re 1:8 ¢ Re 21:6 
lessed are those who ®wash 
their robes, so that they may have the 
right to the tree of life, and may enter 
by the gates into the city. Re 7:14 


REVELATION 22:21 


15 Outside are the dogs and the 
sorcerers and the immoral persons 
and the murderers and the idolaters, 
and everyone who loves and practices 
lying. Ma 8:12; 1 Co 6:9f; Ga 5:19ff; Re 21:8 

16 “J, Jesus, have sent My angel 
to testify to you these things for 
the churches. I am ®the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morn- 
ing star. Re 1:1 ¢ Re 5:5 

17 The Spirit and the bride say, 
“Come.” And let the one who hears 
say, “Come.” And let the one who is 
thirsty come; let the one who wishes 
take the water of life without cost. 

18 I testify to everyone who 
hears ®the words of the prophecy 
of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues 
which are written in this book; Re 22:7 

19 and if anyone ®takes away 
from the ®words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his part 
from 8the tree of life and from the 
holy city, which are written in this 
book. De 4:2; 12:32: Pr 30:6 ¢ Re 22:7 # Re 22:2 
ph 20 He who testifies to these things 

7” Says, “Yes, | am_coming quickly.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

21 ®The grace of the Lord Jesus be 

with Fall. Amen. Ro 16:20 


Y% 92:16-17 3* 22:18-19 22:20 22:21 One 
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BIBLE READING PLAN 


J JARY 
Date MORNING EVENING Date MORNING EVENING 
MT ; GE 7p 12:1-23 41, 42 
1 1 1,233 18 12:24-50 43, 44, 45 
2 2 4, 5,6 19 13:1-30 46, 47, 48 
3 3 11859 20 13:31-58 49, 50 
4 4 LOM AZ EX 
5 5:1-26 13, 14, 15 21 14:1-2 A253 
6 5:27-48 16, 17 Bid 14:22-36 4,5,6 
7 6:1-18 18, 19 23 15:1-20 7,8 
8 6:19-34 20, 21, 22 24 15:21-39 9310) U1 
9 7 23, 24 25 16 12,13 
10 8:1-17 25, 26 26 17 14,15 
1l 8:18-34 27, 28 27 18:1-20 16, 17, 18 
12 9:1-17 29, 30 28 18:21-35 20 
13 9:18-38 31, 32 29 19 21, 22 
14 10:1-20 33, 34, 35 30 20:1-16 23, 24 
15 10:21-42 36, 37, 38 Sil 20:17-34 25, 26 
16 ih 39, 40 
FEBRUARY 
Date MORNING EVENING Date MORNING EVENING 
MT EX 16 27:51-66 19, 20 
1 21:1-22 27, 28 17 28 222; 
2 21:23-46 29, 30 MK 
3 22:1-22 31,32, 33 18 1:1-22 23, 24 
4 22:23-46 34, 35 19 1:23-45 25 
5 23:1-22 36, 37, 38 20 2 26) 27 
6 23:23-39 39, 40 NU 
LV 21 3:1-19 ,2 
7 24:1-28 1,233 22 3:20-35 3,4 
8 24:29-51 4,5 23 4:1-20 5, 6 
9 25:1-30 Grau: 24 4:21-4] 13:8 
10 25:31-46 8,9, 10 25 5:1-20 9, 10, 11 
11 26:1-25 a2 26 5:21-43 12, 13, 14 
2 26:26-50 13 27 6:1-29 15, 16 
13 26:51-75 14 28 6:30-56 17, 18, 19 
14 27:1-26 15, 16 29 7:1-13 20, 21, 22 
15 27:27-50 17, 18 
MARCH 
Date MORNING EVENING Date MORNING EVENING 
MK NU 17 15:1-25 30, 31 
l 7:14-37 23, 24, 25 18 15:26-47 32, 33, 34 
2 8:1-21 26, 27 JOS 
3 8:22-38 28, 29, 30 19 16 1,2,3 
4 9:1-29 31, 32, 33 LK 
5 9:30-50 34, 35, 36 20 1:1-20 4,5,6 
DT 21 1:21-38 Ui) 
6 10:1-31 1,2 22 1:39-56 10, 11, 12 
7 10:32-52 3,4 23 1:57-80 13, 14, 15 
8 11:1-18 5, 6,7 24 2:1-24 16, 17, 18 
9 11:19-33 Shh ll) 25 2:25-52 19, 20, 21 
10 12:1-27 11,12, 13 26 3 22, 23, 24 
11 12:28-44 14, 15, 16 JDG 
12 13:1-20 7,18, 19 27 4:1-30 1,2,3 
13 13:21-37 20, 21, 22 28 4:31-44 4,5,6 
14 14:1-26 23, 24, 25 29 5:1-16 7,8 
15 14:27-53 26, 27 30 5:17-39 9, 10 
16 14:54-72 28, 29 31 6:1-26 11, 12 


BIBLE READING PLAN 1390 


Date 


OoOrnNDO oe WwWhre 


CSCOONMUPWNHHE 


_ i opel uel’ io 
uo os Wwhdre 


MORNING 


LK 
6:27-49 
7:1-30 
7:31-50 


8:1-25 
8:26-56 


MORNING 


LK 
21:20-38 
22:1-20 
22:21-46 
22:47-71 
23:1-25 
23:26-56 


APRIL 
EVENING 


JDG 

13, 14, 15 
16, 17, 18 
19R20021 


EVENING 


IKI 

10, 11 

12, 13 
14, 15 
16, 17, 18 
19, 20 
21, 22 
2KI 
12;3 
4,5,6 


Uprone, 
10, 11, 12 
13, 14 
15, 16 
17, 18 
19, 20, 21 
22,23 


EVENING 


2CH 

15, 16 
17, 18 
19, 20 
21, 22 


~ Date 


MORNING 


19:28-48 
20:1-26 
20:27-47 
21:1-19 


MORNING 


2:22-47 
3 


4:1-22 
4:23-37 


5:1-21 
5:22-42 


7:1-21 


EVENING 


=r 
on 


COTW rH COD 
ie) 
le] 


1391 BIBLE READING PLAN 


JULY | 
Date MORNING EVENING Date MORNING » EVENING 
AC JOB 16 20:1-16 16, 17 
1 10:24-48 20, 21 17 20:17-38 18, 19 
2 ll 22, 23, 24 18 21:1-17 20-21, 22 
3 12 25, 26, 27 19 21:18-40 23, 24, 25 
4 13:1-25 28, 29 20 22 26, 27, 28 
5 13:26-52 30, 31 21 23:1-15 29, 30 
6 14 32, 33 22 23:16-35 31, 32 
; 15:1-21 34, 35 23 24 33, 34 
8 15:22-41 36, 37 24 25 35, 36 
9 16:1-21 38, 39, 40 25 26 37, 38, 39 
10 16:22-40 41, 42 26 27:1-26 40, 41, 42 
PSS 27 27:27-44 43, 44, 45 
1 17:1-15 ho 28 28 46, 47, 48 
12 17:16-34 4,5,6 RO 
13 18 7.6.0 29 1 49, 50 
14 19:1-20 10, 11, 12 30 2 51, 52,53 
15 19:21-41 13, 14, 15 31 3 54, 55, 56 
| - AUGUST 
Date MORNING EVENING Date MORNING EVENING 
RO PSS 17 16 97, 98, 99 
ei 4 57, 58, 59 1CO 
2 5 60, 61, 62 18 1 100, 101, 102 
3 6 63, 64, 65 19 2 103, 104 
4 7 66, 67 20 3 105, 106 
5 8:1-21 68, 69 21 4 107, 108, 109 
6 8:22-39 70,71 22 5 110, 111, 112 
al 9:1-15 72.8 23 6 113, 114, 115 
8 9:16-33 74, 75, 76 24 7:1-19 116, 117, 118 
9 10 77,78 25 7:20-40 119:1-88 
10 11:1-18 79, 80 26 8 119:89-176 
1 11:19-36 81, 82, 83 27 9 120, 121, 122 
12 12 84, 85, 86 28 10:1-18 123, 124, 125 
13 13 87, 88 29 10:19-33 126, 127, 128 
14 14 89, 90 30 11:1-16 129, 130, 131 
15 15:1-13 91, 92, 93 Bt 11:17-34 132, 133, 134 
16 15:14-33 94, 95, 96 
SEPTEMBER 
Date MORNING EVENING Date MORNING EVENING 
1CO PSS 17 10 27, 28, 29 
1 12 135, 136 18 11:1-15 30, 31 
2 13 137, 138, 139 ECC 
3 14:1-20 140, 141, 142 19 11:16-33 (es 
4 14:21-40 143, 144, 145 20 12 4,5,6 
5 15:1-28 146, 147 21 13 7, 8,9 
6 15:29-58 148, 149, 150 GAL 
PR 22 1 10, 11, 12 
7 16 oe SS 
2CO 23 2 8 
8 1 3,4,5 24 3 4,5 
9 6,7 25 4 6, 7,8 
10 3 8,9 IS 
11 4 10, 11, 12 26 5 Re 
12 5 13, 14, 15 27 6 3,4 
13 6 16, 17, 18 EPH 
14 7 19, 20, 21 28 1 5,6 
15 8 22, 23, 24 29 2 7,8 
16 9 25, 26 30 3 9, 10 


ila 


BIBLE READING PLAN 1392 
OCTOBER 
Date MORNING EVENING Date 
EPH IS 17 
1 4 EI WANS} 
2 5:1-16 14, 15, 16 18 
3 5:17-33 17, 18, 19 19 
4 6 20, 21, 22 20 
PHP 
5 1 23, 24, 25 21 
6 2 26, 27 22 
a 3 28, 29 
8 4 30, 31 23 
COL 24 
9 1 32, 33 25 
10 2 34, 35, 36 26 
11 3 37, 38 
12 4 39, 40 27 
1TH 28 
13 1 41, 42 29 
14 2 43, 44 30 
15 3 45, 46 
16 4 47, 48, 49 31 
NOVEMBER 
Date MORNING EVENING Date 
TIT JER 16 
1 2 24, 25, 26 17 
2 3 27, 28, 29 18 
3 PHM 30, 31 
HEB 19 
4 l BLN00 20 
5 2 34, 35, 36 21 
6 3 37, 38, 39 22 
7 4 40, 41, 42 23 
8 5 43, 44, 45 
9 6 46, 47 24 
10 7 48, 49 25 
1] 8 50 26 
12 9 51, 52 27 
LA 28 
13 10:1-18 12 
14 10:19-39 3,4, 5 29 
EZE 30 
15 11:1-19 iD 
DECEMBER 
Date MORNING EVENING Date 
2PE EZE 16 
1 3 40, 41 17 
1JN 18 
2 l 42, 43, 44 19 
3 2 45, 46 
4 3 47, 48 20 
DA 21 
5 4 yy 22 
6 5 3,4 23 
I 2JN 5, 6, 7 24 
8 3JN 8, 9, 10 25 
9 JUDE Tal 26 
REV HOS 
10 ] 1,2,3,4 27 
11 2 550) 75.8 28 
12 3 9,10, 11 29 
13 4 12, 13, 14 30 
14 5 JOEL 31 
AM 
15 6 1 on3 


MORNING 


5 
2TH 


= vo 
<j 
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By AS. Nore 
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ed CI 
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MORNING 
11:20-40 


~~ 
leo] 


a ae mere 
ies 


MORNING 


EVENING 
50, 51, 52 


53, 54, 55 
56, 57, 58 
59, 60, 61 


62, 63, 64 
65, 66 


11,12, 13 
14, 15 
16, 17 
18, 19 
20, 21 


22,23 
24, 25, 26 
27, 28, 29 
30, 31, 32 
33, 34 


35, 36 
37, 38, 39 


EVENING 


CONCORDANCE 


OLD TESTAMENT 


Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 

Ruth 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel 

1 Kings 

2 Kings 

1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther 

Job 

Psalms 
Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Solomon 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 


Book ABBREVIATIONS 
USED IN THE CONCORDANCE 


NEW TESTAMENT 


Matthew 
Mark 

Luke 

John 

Acts 

Romans 

1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 

1 Thessalonians 
2 Thessalonians 
1 Timothy 

2 Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
James 

1 Peter 

2 Peter 

1 John 

2 John 

3 John 

Jude 
Revelation 


Matt 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Rom 

1 Cor 
2 Cor 
Gal 
Eph 
Phil 
Col 

1 Thess 
2 Thess 
1 Tim 
2 Tim 
Titus 
Philem 
Heb 
James 
1 Pet 

2 Pet 

1 John 
2 John 
3 John 
Jude 
Rev 


The New American Standard 
CONCORDANCE 
to the Old and New Testaments 


lesser usages in reference. Related words, or synonyms follow the key word. The key word is ab- 
breviated in the text to its first letter, e.g., “abide” is “a.” Variants add suffixes or prefixes, e.g., “abid- 


ing” appears as “a-ing.” 


A 


AARON 

brother of Moses, Ex 4:14 
spokesman for Moses, Ex 4:28;7:1-2 
as priest, Ex 28:1;29:44 

rod of, Num 17:8; Heb 9:4 

critical of Moses, Num 12:1 

death, Deut 10:6 


A collection of the principal common words with their most widely used examples in text and 


death, Gen 25:8 
righteousness of, Rom 4:3-9 


ABSALOM 

son of David, 2 Sam 13:1 
his revolt, 2 Sam 15:1,2 
popular, 2 Sam 15:6 

slain by Joab, 2 Sam 18:15 


ACCEPT receive 
ABEL axthenvorksot fe oo ep as Deut 33:11 
son of Adam, Gen 4:2 a@eoodttrom' Godi25 3.02.5 & BAe SBM Job 2:10 
shepherd, Gen 4:2 the orpia-ed Job. 6.66.5 RR Job 42:9 
favored by God, Gen 4:4 a-edino:chastening . ........:.. sel: edt aes Jer 2:30 
slain by Cain, Gen 4:8 hear the wordanda .............. Mark 4:20 
called righteous, Matt 23:35 @odthas.a-ed him.....,...,.,. «& sioner Rom 14:3 

Monetanothen rr. ee ER oe anaes Rom 15:7 
ABIDE remain, stay 
MORDIASSTOLEVEr. 2.5550 eek. poate ee Ps 9:7. ACCEPTABLE pleasing 
PMY OOM E rt... o.oo Si ete Ee BO Rssliosr  miytheart Beanty.A yy cocdrep oo pe Ree Ps 19:14 
RITE: SNACOW......6.05+ 55> Bibi Seb BsOlsi  saerifice ato'God's.5.45 4350055 Bonk Rom 12:1 
mateo GOd ‘a-S..,. 5 22.....s.>,. 1 ari JOHNS36- ALothesaints es, oa seats Rom 15:31 
SVOUE AIM IVC oe, o.:3.5,5.0,55:8,000.2 SLES Johmls:% nowisthea time |).............. ecaneies 2 Cor 6:2 
MEE MY IOVE: 555 es55542 FRSRISE BO: Jonna  folGodanalservice ©. ccc. bok eee cs Heb 12:28 
BRCOUMRCHLIAN RA =! chs 5a" Wolpe let" vate ole one I. GorasAs  sacrifices‘ato'God>. 2.0.0... J9aaee. 1 Pet 2:5 
BOVE GOA feo caces ani ssis) oad steele 1 John 3:17 
ocdaeSilUS s!s.. se. s le epee S 1 John 4:12 ACCOUNT (n) reckoning 

therarofithe heavens: ...,............. Stans. Gen 2:4 
ABILITY power, strength Onjwhose ahasthis .......... gebbihe Jon 1:8 
According to theif a ..5.-.25.+ deaits Bzra2:69 settledia=S with, ....00000.6 Rule awe Matt 25:1 
RE OIZSCLVINE |. 5.5.0.s.0yeseceseyevesesesese OBE OO Dand:4  whovwill¢iveana .2....0...cccnc en Heb 13:17 
MROTGONCCIVE 5 sos ecerncccae Ob Re Heb 11:11 

ACCOUNT (v) reckon 
ABLE qualified GOMOD THIS'SIN: 5. oso op ws oor etek Num 12:11 
PORES 2 LE eee, oo see ce we Obed STDES LKinib:9 Pama-ed wicked 2... 6.55. osphtme ume Job 9:29 
from these stones God...a ........... Matt 3:9  Yotshave'taken’aiof ...........aytobe? Ps 56:8 
MATH TO! OM en eo o's os ables cr esround Matt 9:28 area-edasnothing ................ Dan 4:35 
PMIMIWNOIS A's cas de ee oO Be. Matt 10:28 
BELOISCDATALEUS |, op 5 eee ey “BU le Rom 8:39 ACCUSE testify against 
MyicteVOUALC At citar caeeea s HEE ly @onslOsky a-dihisshbrother mais. oi os BAY Deut 19:18 
MEGCOMDLENENC: ..45.5 50s eee pee ae Eph 3:18 a-syouinjudgment................. Is 54:17 
ETAT OMCACHY fanstote7e’ ote" teleters chet teat 2Tim2:2 Héewasibeinga-d .........ih me Matt 27:12 
POISAVE ELI Os oc sb Sivls tora Slaw aie Heb 5:7 —a-ing...vehemently ............... Luke 23:10 
One WHOS a oe ease ome ere Jamesi4:12 ayoulibefore the ........... levi John 5:45 
AMOVODCTIVA 2 fink cee olevere. copele BMS, OT Revd: alternately ain .....cecc ec eseteye MO Rom 2:15 

not a-d of dissipation ............... Titus 1:6 
ABRAHAM WHIUSHYVAA-INGUS 004 55> s s AO 3 John 10 
covenant, Gen 17:1-8 j 
promise of Isaac, Gen 17:19 ACCUSER complainant 
asked the Lord, Gen 18:22ff TEV ACHASINV AES), «cc ayn PRN Ps 109:4 
offers Isaac, Gen 22:9,10 INSUNUGUIM OS MIGia=S) sy oa ony ones Acts 23:30 
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ACKNOWLEDGE 


when the a-s stood 
a of our brethren 


ACKNOWLEDGE confess 
I a-d my sin 
all your ways a Him 
Pharisees a them all 
see fit to a God 


ADAM 

1 first man, Gen 2:20 

fall of man, Gen 3:6,7 

type of Christ, Rom 5:14 
compared to Jesus, 1 Cor 15:22 
2 site in Jordan Valley, Josh 3:16 


ADOPTION acceptance 
spirit of a as sons 
to whom belongs...a 
receive thea as sons... . 51:6! 8: 
predestined us toa 


ADVANTAGE benefit, profit 
lead surely toa 


Wisdom has the a 
a that I go away 


no a would be taken of us 
sake of gaining ana 


ADVERSITY distress, misfortune 
death anda 


ADVICE counsel 
forsook the a 

a of the young 
a of the cunning 
they took his a 


AFFECTION devotion, love 
set His a to love 
in your Own a-s 
a of Christ Jesus 
fond an a for you 


AFFLICT (v) oppress, trouble 
a them with hard labor 
not a any widow 


bind him to a him 
the wicked a them 
They a-ed his feet 
He was a-ed 


are a-ed in every 
those who a you 
a-ed, ill-treated 


AFFLICTED (n) troubled 
save an a people 


. Acts 25:18 
. Rev 12:10 


.1 Kin 12:13 
.2 Chr 10:14 


fe: Catebritiota crt Poise one creel Ps 10:9 
HUSH COON eras sce tae oan ato Ps 82:3 
LORPISUDDOTIS the'a. . 6 osc we nde Ps 147:6 
Gavc Gl. Luerainprsct. serene peewee Prov 15:1 
OR AIOTIE ANT SOARS. Goda Sarcc grat «. eotreee Is 54:11 
good: news'to thea’s assed. oa eee Is 61:1 
AFFLICTION oppression 

mya and the-toil'o7 .2Qsisia7 WU, 293 Gen 31:42 
thedandiof mya Jeu ali OF kot ory Mj Gen 41:52 
the bread ofa’........ .Q0f8. 48 218 Deut 16:3 
Lorpisaw thelavauttivenas. soe 2 Kin 14:26 
Yousawsthealeyan sr one eee Neh 9:9 
atflictediinstheina ee. se ee Job 36:15 
Booksupontmyal eee on. eee Ps 25:18 
QSCVELE Als We Merc Nets Senn stare rae Eccl 6:2 
2 Or persecution:.....%,... ssc. as Mark 4:17 
healed‘ofhera..... Aft «mM ,2aealh Mark 5:29 
a-S await mes!) .a5/2.844 .29eQ, Me Acts 20:23 
out of mucha... .o..: PROS Vas 2 Cor 2:4 
great ordeal ofa... 20e.GQh.is; 1a ta 2 Cor 8:2 
to suffer'a’t 3.30. PAT. nou, 29e0) 1 Thess 3:4 
AFRAID dreading, fearful 

a-becallses naked, ose... 55.0.0 ee Gen 3:10 
ato look.at.God.,..........S:3.G8 a niebA, Ex 3:6 
a and fainthearted ~....... Sib mar. Deut 20:8 
Whoever'isa~...'>.... 4 n90 few. vd Judg 7:3 
a of the terrors. 0205. GA rep niBOs Ps 91:5 
notaofthesnow .............0.. Prov 31:2 
a to SWeati panties .< . ec ond CR Eccl 9:2 
a of man who dies .......%014 mipmian Is 51:12 
a toctake Mary veo. a..cs de. GOVSTO! Matt 1:20 
WENCCRIOL UN, este -.ccrswcrcusteioreicecscee a Mark 11:18 
Do not bea, Mary. . 2.2.0. h240-.WOve! Luke 1:30 
a of those who. Kill ........-0.000.@- BOs Luke 12:4 
aOf the People ........6.cn ween o Be Luke 22:2 
a that, as the serpent .............. 2 Cor 11:3 
DOMOUDES coon Se ucoan ie Fos thee Rev 1:17 
AGE period, year 

David reached olda ............). 1 Chr 23:1 
a should speak .....ftangile.jawom) Job 32:7 
either is-this a .......... 8 WONLok Matt 12:32 
he GAGLOLhe. anes ee ae Matt 13:40 
sons'ofthisva’arey) .. 2... .%...00SVE Luke 16:8 
Inihela-s TOlcoOmennentiN ee eee Eph 2:7 
hidden...pdst a-s ............ Wayinny Col 1:26 
INCHES DHESONT A nt case aeoienn eve Titus 2:12 
AGED old 

Wisdontis...8 MEN: ...sss00.001 BPE Job 12:12 
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3 of clan of Jediael, 1 Chr 7:10 
4 of the restoration, Neh 3:23 


BETHANY 

1 E of Jerusalem, Matt 21:17 

home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus, John 
11:1,18 


2 where John baptized, John 1:28 
BETHLEHEM 


1 town S of Jerusalem, Gen 35:19 
home of Ruth and Boaz, Ruth 4:11 


BLESS 


birthplace of Jesus, Matt 2:1 
2 Zebulunite village, Josh 19:15 


BETHSAIDA 
village on Sea of Galilee, Mark 8:22; Luke 9:10 
home of Philip, Andrew and Peter, John 1:44 


BETRAY break faith, disloyal 


donot b'the fugitive -.2)..22.2;.8 bs Is 16:3 
wine b-s the haughty............2... Hab 2:5 
DHimitoyoucsent eee... S Usts Matt 26:15 
how to-b' Him 4 is 0s25220555 088% Mark 14:11 
ONS walle 5 43s ac sc ays c.c ers Mark 14:18 
Judas, are you b-ing.............. Luke 22:48 
BITTER painful, unpleasant 

DIWAthearchlab Orem: ame ee ener Ex 1:14 
WaLersrOnViaralh ab: 5 inns ai eae ere Ex 15:23 
b speech as their arrow .............. Ps 64:3 
substitute b for'sweet. ...... aesieen an ae Is 5:20 
SWONS.GRINK iS’ «ona. ache aoe ke . Is 24:9 
treshrand Diwater.. 9000s Hass ee James 3:1 
BITTERNESS unpleasantness 

in'the'boftmy soul asmshnew. eae Job 10:1 
becauseiotithe.D., .. Gy. erate daee Is 38:15 
fulltoficursing@ and. D..,.....:.4:.. 2. eae Rom 3:14 
allibisbe put‘away..... .. arcs avan an Eph 4:31 
NOLOOOL Db YOU! S, ocean oT Heb 12:15 
BLAME fault, responsibility 

letime-béar the'’buy, , .55.5.<teadk thes Gen 43:9 
bear the’b...forever. ...... g.2tevae: Gen 44:32 
BLAMELESS faultless 

Show.Yourselfi bits... <<<.+« de AOE 2 Sam 22:26 
Just GNGBMANAS A. «6 os ov oo BURRIS Job 12:4 
ELIS IW YuISAD iy seen aaa warrtite ate eee Ps 18:30 
b willinherit good .........¢.0072 Prov 28:10 
aIDICONSCLEN CEM se whee sat ae oe Acts 24:16 
holy and b before Him .............. Eph 1:4 
inthe Law, found b: + 23.++57.,8 to Oe Phil 3:6 
Spotless'and! bers ce caree stele BOs. 2 Pet 3:14 
biwithgreat joy tee BY Jude 24 
BLASPHEME curse 

enemies: tO DIS) 2. secacacses BS 2 Sam 12:1 
name is continually b-d .............. Is 52:5 
This feltiow b-skure: cy, Bde 16Si9h Matt 9:3 
D-so:Holy Spirit O-.8-.27.5..252084 OU Mark 3:29 
force them toh % 5355555555 088 a Acts 26:11 
name‘ot‘Godiis b-d :...; 2Os [ot IG Rom 2:24 
taught notto be: :s222, Be Soe 1 Tim 1:20 
D-dithe’Godlofiw:...7.4.:,..:, POU EM T Rev 16:11 
BLASPHEMY cursing, profanity 

Drag ainsethe Spirits saeeaa eee Matt 12:31 
D=leSthey UtleIe cen eee eee Mark 3:28 
VOl.chearditheb iwi © |) eee Mark 14:64 
MLONESDCAKS 10S, wuvnon hecnrrceaned Luke 5:21 
SLOMEM Ort OLDE a yance sate eee pee John 10:33 
WoOrdsrandib-leS ete ~aeea ns oe eens Rev 13:5 


BLESS (v) bestow favor or praise 
God b-ed the...day : 
I will greatly byou.....00...0.0... Gen 22:17 


BLESSED 


and bYour inheritance ............... Ps 28:9 
Lorp will b His people .............. Ps 29:11 
IBENOSCORD crac ss eae ss ss ASE Biter Ps 103:2 
generous will be b-ed .............. Prov 22:9 
who bees his friend ............... Prov 27:1 
msesup-and.b.her...........aaeilaye. Prov 31:28 
p-ed of My Father. .........0c..0.. Matt 25:34 
Me DrOG. Che FOO oe. sesevevouess LSAMER F Mark 6:41 
Bewho-curse you ......... hts aaaed. Luke 6:28 
while He was b-ing ..............: Luke 24:51 
you. are:b-éd if you .........)...0. heal. John 13:17 
Beawno persecute ..... en.2 yaks: Rom 12:14 
BUMP OUT LOT Ond, s cysrrchs Bus § Sef Bho ope: oxaavs James 3:9 
BLESSED (adj) favored, happy 
bbeGod Most High .... has. 20:4. Gen 14:20 
Biare you:.O Israel ........ 40-aarne Deut 33:29 
Bipe«he name Of ..c.. .. «+. wari’ wes Job 1:21 
mow basithe man.........caveaianke Ps 127:5 
b...who finds wisdom .............. Prov 3:13 
ations will call you b ...... so). se. Mal 3:12 
Brace eWe, POOLID . 2 .....+.. oeetecs Matt 5:3 
BWANCHMe SONU «5 caacree ache scons oe Matt 5:5 
Es TS ae C006 (0) 00 ee Mark 11:10 


B are you among women : 
MONCH ILO,PIVE o.oo s eee ss 5 BERGQEEE Acts 20:35 


fOOKINgfOFr...D NOPE. ......... ahs ste Titus 2:13 
BLESSING (n) God’s favor 

WOUESTAalL Dea Di . derma. sectuacieiacs ie Gen 12:2 
wakemaway YOUr D .....«.. «wham os Gen 27:35 
PMTALICI CULSE ocs.c)/o 00 2.0 toe eaened ote Deut 11:26 
UESOUMLO.A Dc vc sa,0 ss. o.c ane ase ere Neh 13:2 
MOntne-ILORD De UDON .......... sae Ps 129:8 
Hore Cis eR SSA ee we Ezek 34:2 
BOMEOURLOY VOU dD’... ... 25 00+ 6 aoe Mal 3:10 
BPRS STO fat CUO ie ais a apie evaeet cena Rom 15:29 
ROOIOL D WHICH WE . . 2 anelistnciels oe 1 Cor 10:16 
PMTCT IIA Coo co cone ec ve cas os ph agaeele o 1 Pet 3:9 
Honorand Glory and D... 3... |. ws sexe Rev 5:12 
BOAST (n) bragging 

SOUWHLMAKEIISD 9 0.52 2s bec se tee ye Ps 34:2 
PACINOMOUL ODE? S58 elie bee oe es. Heb 3:6 
BOAST (v) brag, glory 

PMOMMOLE SOLES . ose et oe Lethe 1 Sam 2:3 
PvinOvD=S'Of NIS'PITtS oe ao ee eee Prov 25:14 
not b'about tomorrow '......0.-..- Prov 27:1 
FOMNOL Aa LICH MAN Dy oie faced due = eed Jer 9:23 
TG OC MP NES occa Mees ce ta Rom 2:17 
RPANOMUTIMTIOS AW) sr ons ace ete tole Rom 2:23 
PAV WEAKNESSES snes ee oto ens 2ConiZ:9 
ie=5 Of Sreat things’) 2s) 66 6.66: cae James 3:5 
BOASTFUL proud 

ASIA TIO’ SAN |.t:sach tote See ne eon ee oe Ps 5:5 
MISOLENEATTOLAN INDIO 2 5 Ses ees Rom 1:30 
DIDLICELOMMLETIOMNNS....6 accesses 1 John 2:16 
BOASTING bragging 

NVINCLENSVOUM D+. ur.c. ster terersre LG Judg 9:38 
Wareretnenis.D aaccecceceaas. PBR2. Rom 3:27 
Our about yous... 222.2 .099. Bete § 2 Cor 9:3 
Asc D-isieviles.traow eH KOT RY James 4:16 
BOAZ 


1 husband of Ruth, Ruth 4:13 


BRETHREN 


grandfather of David, Ruth 4:17ff 
2 temple pillar, 2 Chr 3:17 


BOLD brave, fearless 

wickedimain...b. face .............. .«@ and a Prov 21:29 
fighteouS.are.b as... 2... cn oA? Prov 28:1 
HPCE MONDE boynsie oe aasirenetea ee 2 Cor 10:2 
BOLDNESS confidence 

word of God withb..............0. Acts 4:31 
DYANASEACCESS c.6 win a caine cared OSH ASS Eph 3:12 
with bithe mystery.................. aout 286 Eph 6:19 
BOND band, restraint 

neitherb nor free. . wauevex. MON 2 Kin 14:26 
DioRthEe\covenant ......cccca-c2 REE Ezek 20:37 
Withodes OF LOVE 5. cou. oo Mme Sage Hos 11:4 
he would break his b-s ............ Luke 8:29 
IM ThetbilOf PEACE. «0.6.6.6... 0.6 Te AESe LO BIG Eph 4:3 
GLERNIALDES UMGCB es, . 0, <1 000) 000008 BEL IV Jude 6 
BOOK scroll 

im a:bias;a memorial ....... 6. Bes anes Ex 17:14 
blovmemirom Your D. ........ as «eet Ex 32:32 
foundjthe bof the........... 4.480: 2 Kin 22:8 
SOF GUT ELD eID igs oye eso grate Soc a as avy Dan 12:4 
not.contain.the b-s .....qsiiyies ait. John 21:25 
MamMesiarein THEW o...s ccs. 2 os» Ponte Phil 4:3 
wotthyatoopen the b, «4... «0. AH REG Rev 5:2 
TEarinb Se OF UTE. . ccetsscs. 0; 5,500 01» STEIN Rev 21:27 
BOOK OF LIFE 


God’s book with names of righteous, Ps 69:28; 
Phil 4:3; Rev 13:8;17:8;20:15 


BREAD food 

eatitinleavened b .........0.. ae. BEE Ex 12:20 
rain. birom.heaven:...........4.ei.ove Ex 16:4 
Hewillibless,your b........¢. slain Ex 23:25 
Biot theiPresence,..............-:.. OSL) RT Ex 25:30 
HOIVEs VID BIONE: ic. 0:6:,<,000,0: 0. Beth la Deut 8:3 
TAVERSIDLOUSIT DY oo cecocéseus ese eae erent 1 Kin 17:6 
BIOL NCAVEN et iiien sos cao ae MORE Ps 105:40 
SAGSIV A VACUA. cs ysuousnoucseucyecoht ENE EBL Ps 132:15 
DiCOTCIVANSCCEEE oo.o:-5:6.04,000)010.2 RCELR Prov 9:17 
éat thesb of idleness ............2:.0.. £8 ie Prov 31:27 
CASiVOUL D.eIVAlCkS: vadamiaaaaicbeme Eccl 
notliveombialone ......0... <HXOMRS Matt 4:4 
GivedisAGaily De yo sce ee nceo no «tse Matt 6:11 
gives youthetrueb ............... John 6:32 
RATED CUD OIMULLE meayerareiovsnstare sous ethene’ John 6:35 
BREATH air, spirit, wind 

theibiof lifes. GZ. o> 0. WED Pas. cow..a Gen 2:7 
AAV ATC. DUE. Dio avec ce CAO BSCR Job 7:16 
AAT LS RARMCLE: Dis. since chortle tiee ated Ps 39:11 
Dicameintothem .... . sect. sae. Ezek 37:10 
sive btothe image........ athe ces Rev 13:15 
BRETHREN brothers 

Beatie; SIS Diss anc aca s Aad LO DAREN Ex 2:11 
b from all the nations ...........6... Is 66:20 
HISKD Wi CetUTM, oxo 0. 5 oy 9 SE Mic 5:3 
bs whwywdo-you injure ...... “i. .1.% Acts 7:26 
SIMMBNGLALAINS bros nosy uns sR 1 Cor 8:12 
GaN Ge™rSALAlSE ID. vcccoresscvaesdyeue fl MM 2 Cor 11:26 
Peace beto the Do wi..65.0 free wi Eph 6:23 


BRIDE 

faithful bsin Christ® aig ined jose: Col 1:2 
the love of thebives. . \4:6 4 S alt 1 Thess 4:9 
Pe.nOuSTOWAW eal ee ei eins 2 Thess 3:13 
my b;.donotsweary.... .RASte, 2 James 5:12 
OunlivesHOrthe Da iss..<...<... HOSA Ahk 1 John 3:16 
ACCUSETIOL OUT D certs ncn 4 ee ER Rev 12:10 
BRIDE newlywed 

as ab adorns herself ...... 0.000.000. Is 61:10 
thetvoiee: of the: D203...) 01.0008 SE BOLE Jer 7:34 
boutiofiher bridal, .....<cmsa cx RAMI Joel 2:16 
Hewmwhomnas the b. «...0..)..-..... Ieee John 3:29 
b= olthe Cambs ep ee nee Rev 21:9 
BRIDEGROOM newlywed 

aibiéf biood:to.me. .................. JEBNGYBS. Ex 4:25 
AS.abidecks himself .....0ccn0 OMOE Us Is 61:10 
Voiceiofithe b.< <<... .. 2 Bik Maa Jer 7:34 
attendants of the.D ...< ......05..20n8G : Matt 9:15 
Outitolmect the. Dincic cece craves oe SIRES Matt 25:1 
BROKENHEARTED grieving 

LorpD is neartotheb ..........0.40. Ps 34:18 
He Heals the b.. n..<6 0.0.0 NOR OAL, Ps 147:3 
Sent meito.bind..b.......... 98! Ma Sai Is 61:1 
BROTHER male relative 

AMALGNY.D3S so ase en ne RO ON Gen 4:9 
b-S were. Jealous. .......0» tb Of) HOO Gen 37:11 
D=§ MAY TEGEOM 9 oor oper 0 or or over er oy oy RAE HO Lev 25:48 
b-s to dwell together ................ Psis3sk 
DiS, DOT LOL crcrp tect cio eae Prov 17:17 
closerithan aibainsit Ip 2ayien sive 2 Prov 18:24 
b-s of. a. poor mane! (iS. ee vad, « Prov 19:7 
KECONCUEC LOny OUT Dia eee Matt 5:24 
B will bettay Ore ee ere Matt 10:21 
beholdsHis..D-S. o.oo eae. DOME Matt 12:46 
noufergive His D-....v aon ftAVReA t Matt 18:35 
Mytb.and sister ......... a4 overs Mark 3:35 
b of yours was dead .............5. Luke 15:32 
left 3iwife ori b-S).5.....:.:./0.5.15 SIOM.A Luke 18:29 
Novieven HiS!D=8) 4. ...5.cns.» Me ROT John 7:5 
biwillirise again’. ;.:..s250040hsc8 John 11:23 
b goes to law withb .............4. 1 Cor 6:6 
MY*DWOISCUMDIE «.........hsefecercree MERDOS 1 Cor 8:13 
yelsmates Nis D.........s.i2006 PROD 1 John 2:9 
BROTHERHOOD 

thescovenant of b. ........... 0. VBE Amos 1:9 
love the b, fear God .......(.aipa.ad, 1 Pet 2:17 
BRUISE (n) wound 

for wound, b forb ...nany die ai} Ex:21:25 
Only b-s, welts andraw................ Is 1:6 
the’btHé-has inflicted ............ 4 6.1ne é Is 30:26 
BUILD construct, form 

Noah built an altar. ........22omLadt Gen 8:20 
lets! Detalcitvae, omer eee ee eee Gen 11:4 
b for Me ahouse .:.....¢. 00 oa.) Chr 17212 
b-ing...house of God ............... 2 Chr 3:3 
builéihigh places........ emolisn 3 2 Chr 33:19 
has‘built up:Zion .2.4)..)0: « RIOT, Ps 102:16 
Unlessithe-Lorp-b-s. ..... SiuiGl, Nevo Ps 127:1 
BUM DUDE ance nw anaae Ad eBeR Eccl 3:3 
built: his:house:on f+... 5504.08 BEB. Matt 7:24 
Lwilltb)My church. «......10., Moet ¢ Matt 16:18 


CALL 


able: tol bivouupixs. Ac cuSersieacat, Acts 20:32 
being built together ....2....00 0000.. Eph 2:22 
stonessbeing built,...........0.00e i) Pet 2:5 
BURDEN (n) load, weight 

b-s of the*Egyptiansy... 0.0 Ses Os! Ex 6:6 
thetb. 0f'the people......... .4aitisel, Num 11:17 
lam aib'to.myself /é)...06 eel RaGiant Job 7:20 
who daily bearsourb ...........0... Ps 68:19 
Mysb istlight. nas nnteis eno Set! 2H Matt 11:30 
b-siharditd: bear. «2.0... VOY TLD Luke 11:46 
Bear one another’s. b-s ....... 20.00.00, Gal 6:2 


BURY place in earth 


b-ied at...oldage ............0.0... Gen 15:15 
that Imay b my dead..........50.5. Gen 23:4 
b-ied the bones of ................ Josh 24:32 
golarid’ b my fathem......... 2 SHB! Matt 8:21 
dead toh their ownrax: ...... 18 98) Matt 8:22 
devout...b-ied Stephen .............. Acts 8:2 
that He was b-ied .......00 8.0000. 1 Cor 15:4 
b-iedfin baptism» .........+ 9) 1006 Col 2:12 
BUSH shrub 
boy under...the b-es ..........000.. Gen 21:15 
the‘biwas' burning :2.:2:2:::2;, avo Ex 3:2 
who dwelt intheb ........05..... Deut 33:16 
likera binwheidesert 3 ...-n eae Jer 17:6 
BUSINESS occupation, work 
Wnt’ toldumy bencssisi es | OY Gen 24:33 
Carrysonthe Ring’s'D - 42442455 2eIuo Esth 3:9 
anotherto his\baic ttre tee Matt 22:5 
a place of. b- i 2:5:::::;, UOGH 290 GaiG John 2:16 
altendtorvyourtbitiieee . ihe 1 Thess 4:11 
engagennrbelst ..5.1...7.2.70f.0,, 0 ee James 4:13 
BUSYBODIES meddlers 
howork?likesb: a4:.°.*.7.:,42.27.'01.0, 2 Thess 3:11 
gossips’and bie :::235;, SVMS Vier 1 Tim 5:13 
C 
CAIN 
son of Adam, Gen 4:1 
tiller of the ground, Gen 4:2 
killed his brother, Gen 4:8 
marked by sign, Gen 4:15 
CALAMITY adversity, trouble 
GayRONMNViCty ge oS Sn eee 2 Sam 22:19 
SOGEVZOMERTHEIC Bak ce 1 Chr 21:15 
palate discern ¢-ies ...... 2... Job 6:30 
CHLOMEG OCH SG hy eas eee Job 31:23 
StUMpleNn Ge OfiC eae eee Prov 24:16 
beginning to work¢ ...:.... kena, 4. Jer 25:29 
relentg-concerningic .....,., uh 4aenecahin Jon 4:2 
CALL address, summon, name 
God c-ed the light day ....,...0....5. Gen 1:5 
GUpomthe nanie 2. tia Gen 4:26 
C4Swipnthedeade no. i scecc. oc eke Deut 18:11 
Lorp was ¢-ing...boy .............. 1 Sam 3:8 
ce-ed fine gold my trust .......\e:..'. Job 31:24 
CUDODANEGORDMR. sn ne eee Ps 18:3 
those whorejeviligood {5.400000 oe Is 5:20 


CANAAN 


Youshallie.Me.;...........2 OF Assn. Jer 3:19 
who is c-ed the Messiah............ Matt 1:16 
torethetighteous\:......... 2 9df jo Ree Matt 9:13 
e-shis'own sheep........... 903 2¢ ». John 10:3 
eiMe Teacher.and .................00.. 28; John 13:13 
Godshas not.c-ed «............. 280 5.0). 1 Thess 4:7 
E-SerayFODNEleSS) &. 0.666. caine ce neds s Rev 2:20 
CANAAN 

l son of Ham, Gen 9:18,25 


2 tne Gen 13:12;42:5; Ex 16:35; Ps 
3 language (Hebrew), Is 19:18 


CAPTIVE prisoner 

qirstbomiof the:e:....... brew ad? laa Ex 12:29 
Biantand the €-8 Gases ccc ese ewes en Deut 32:42 
restores his ec people ... ) 22s un A Ps 14:7 
mave ledle Your'c-s. ...........&9ai s2uor. Ps 68:18 
release'to the c-S 2.0.06... 09. L be Luke 4:18 
every thought.e.. 02. .......Pseil “on. 2 Cor 10:5 
having been held c............9 0.0. 285 2 Tim 2:26 
CAPTIVITY imprisonment 

MESEORE YOU LFOM.C. ... .....05050 001 BARES Deut 30:3 
BAN GROREMELE ©. (i200 te icieie ve soe serene IEE 2 Chr 6:37 
Nadicome fromthe ¢ . «.........-.00).8 Ezra 8:35 
MAC SUEVIVECITNEI CIN o.o6 one beve om urns Neh 1:2 
MESEIRCALOTIC 6 ose foun 0 BEI SEWED. Rev 13:10 
CARE (n) concern 

HMO Une ClOf). SONS |..iei..04..... MASTHOX. Gen 30:35 
DUHMINTINIMYes ..............ReRte. at 2 Gen 42:37 
friends and receivec ........06.... Acts 27:3 
cioronelanother ............-..... fk Vik 1 Cor 12:25 
CARE (v) have concern for 

mec: fOr himrsa: ©. ......<2900% Su Deut 32:10 
MOMONCIC2SHOT. SOUL... 20 2.6 we ee onthe Ps 142:4 
eformMy-sheep-s ..............2k0 Sag. Ezek 34:12 
BHGOOKELOL NIM. «.......0.0.6.0.0 MALVIE Luke 10:34 
takele of the church. ........ 20. 109 2M 1 Tim 3:5 
HIE E=S HOT YOU) (iit. sece-eserer LOB MOM 1 Pet 5:7 
CAREFUL watchful, on guard 

MMOL DGICMTOISDEAK. «....0.00s.crecrereroreeotd & Num 23:12 
CMOLODSETVELAll ory cc Scene ees Deut 6:25 
you shall bere toidonarnin:, 2asinle «Ku Deut 8:1 
POELCTIOUCOVGCEMNK.. 6. o.5. 6. oe a 0. ci ere: 0: 00 OE Judg 13:4 
be chow you walk........20...00. Eph 5:15 
CARELESS thoughtless 

EAMES CIMME GURY C Diy ascwsncrvavevencvoncusaraszresyies OR Prov 14:16 
BOUG Vand CCASEr). Shit... WONZ.26 Ezek 16:49 
that every c.word........ .Qiiw.oat Matt 12:36 
CHANGE (n) alteration 

gave c-s of garments .............. Gen 45:22 
hadarciof‘heartw: «. wolseiman, V7 Ex 14:5 
TWO CS OF.CLOTNES .i.cc- cree ereiee BIQDE LG. 2 Kin 5:23 
Waatikanyuc!COMES 1... 06 6 oe nn eo SUARET Job 14:14 
ARR ACN LALA WG NOD ce oh see ws. 1e! Chou cts hs Heb 7:12 
CHANGE (v) alter, transform 

and c-d' my WaSes....... 0.6 MALAI Gen 31:7 
He c-s'a wilderness ....... 000.0000. Ps 107:35 
AAU GI SLOTY A. .<.:..cccescerovenencee GAITETD. 21 Jer 2:11 


CHILDREN 
Ethiopian c his skin .........0..... Jer 13:23 
He who e-s the times........00..5... Dan 2:21 
Lorpie=-d-His: mind, ...........:..6 9 98) SO Amos 7:6 
Lithe: Horp, do notic:............. (ihl.els s Mal 3:6 
Willallibéie-dui efnod..... POs 30.8 1 Cor 15:51 
CHARACTER 
ANGIDLOVENICHDODE. a occnccc nn ncnnncnethe Rom 5:4 
Make sure...your cis free ........... Heb 13:5 
CHARITY alms 
PW TAT LASKOM, ats ayer retort omaitaeee Luke 11:41 
ANG'IVELOIC). Aeweraiaig . . BFA! Luke 12:33 
CEE ASTOR CHR occ pssencncuecixaace <n MENTO Acts 9:36 
CHASTE pure 
CEDEHAVIOT HI. Boca OOSERM 9, 1 Pet 3:2 
Keprthemselvesies css. aceieee en Rev 14:4 
CHATTER babbling 
WOVE. CMDLVLC ics .corexcronorovs<s IRON Bi 1 Tim 6:20 
AVOIGEEMPty: Ch kiwis os cos ooo oD: 2 Tim 2:16 
CHEERFUL 
countenance and bec.......05.0. ON: Job 9:27 
TOV TOME ATE. AIC wo... ococ8. 6 < 0, suers os Prov 15:13 
CIE ATE TEASERS Sin ie Rete oss bk ces Prov 15:15 
God loves aecgiver »afasiss.bolseln. 2 Cor 9:7 
TSEAIY OTOLC, BE IE Boos osc srercien « SER James 5:13 
CHERISH love 
OLANS WifeWOUlC..... 0 60. 60 HINA Deut 13:6 
the wifehee¢-eS s.65..0.... 800.20 Deut 28:54 
MENICTHEMSEIVES .....6: 6.060 ae BIER Mae Acts 24:15 
CleSutUSt asiCbrist. .........0. SNe Eph 5:29 
CHILD 
ec grew.sweaned-............ «tpimeoth, Gen 21:8 
ATAUMIUDS:. C1 -6.5,05.10-s060010.0 BOVE se Balen Prov 22:6 
discipline from thec.............. Prov 23:13 
ewillibe bornito us. ........ 0.08 DL Is 9: 
Withteiby: the Holy: .....0::...060 oe MEE 2 Matt 1:18 
dake tthe Ciatid His ....:0..-s001000 ob St YES Matt 2:13 
Hs Fey (221111210 ro AO (0) ray ae Us FOES A Matt 18:2 
SAV IMS Os ALISCHD cise sensrsiesce ocd HONOR. Luke 8:54 
ASWOMAMWITC) Bie ose cove onde POs 1 Thess 5:3 
CHILDBIRTH 
TAC HOLYS DAIMAN C...... 5-.-000) evencvene vcore Gen 3:16 
ASODA WOMAN INC y.....-cc-scasene Deen Drees Ps 48:6 
DAINSTOMG COME ycrerersrecsversnorsrararcne bane Hos 13:13 
Stiffersthé painsiol ¢....-... 2. cucdoet Rom 8:22 
CHILDLESS 
Iamte;and.the heir ........ ieee A Gen 15:2 
MIRC VA ALO Cs piu: ctoavetara vucheterteiteneharels Lev 20:20 
cC among women ............56. 1 Sam 15:33 
ATLOUAPSULG I Bh Wed lic is TR ase: Luke 20:29 
CHILDREN 
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people experienceh ............</0% Ps 60:3 
ailictionssin hes"). PSL 2aain® bow: 2 Cor 6:4 
Ourdaboriand hase Sa Weol fo Ba98 1 Thess 2:9 
Surenmm with Me... 2... cs ce Ph 2 Tim 2:3 
HARMONY agreement 
mhathihasiChrist--... 4:84. 0171 © 69 2 Cor 6:15 
Maavectaphiny Ge inv. «ss . «Reel atk Phil 4:2 
HATE despise, loathe 
ROMU AEGIS CIDIITIOSIID 7. cnersusdsnccserelorice wes Ps 50:17 
who hithe LORD ...... Panes 2c. Ps 81:15 
Ihevery false way ............... Ps 119:104 
foolsh knowledge ................ Prov 1:22 
withholds his rodh-s ............. Prov 13:24 
AMIEHOMEO TILE}. osc estes rece rs UE RO Eccl 3:8 
HM evikitove good.......2. 2. 2G Amos 5:15 
Homentcdivorcectatum), .. loa: Mal 2:16 
good to those whoh .....ac0. ee Luke 6:27 
Wolewill’be h-d©. ... <6. 4.sdeened Luke 21:17 
he who hes his life ........4....06: John 12:25 
moenvery thing... ...s.....slgoas a. Rom 7:15 
BSatHEAIGOS 1S.B. os oes owe ROA OES Rom 9:13 
mingione another ........... 6. @aed.@ Titus 3:3 
veHn-sihisibrother +4. 0....+ ways gf 1 John 2:9 
HATERS those who hate 
slanderers,h of God ............... Rom 1:30 
OUP OF SOO... oi.reereeceesein ole stb 2 Tim 3:3 
HATRED hate, ill will 
MELOL MAY OLOVE: sy55 3.8 6 65 oe a SER. Oey Ps 109:5 
IASSEILSYUD, SUGILE ocr c.tet.eseenens rarer oe om Prov 10:12 
who concealshhas .............. Prov 10:18 
HAUGHTY proud 
MACHER TIAN ACV CG Ets 420, "ote ste tote lets tee ores ttee Ps 131:1 
PAVCVCSHATIYITIS *0.7. 0 %e7e tote lole tes lots ste ere Prov 6:17 
mSpittt-Defore.cccccsec seen. BAYS Prov 16:18 
Broud:.H; Scoffer, csv eens ei fee. Prov 21:24 
Wine betrays the hh .....:...: 0 cues Hab 2:5 
donotbehinmind .............. Rom 12:16 
HEAL make well, restore 
Wald their land ess), 257 ME Sok, 2 Chr 7:14 
h-s the brokenhearted .............. Ps 147:3 
EIREAITIC COMMA PIEE Reo cacve, ove, otyeve's Sale orateks Eccl 3:3 
HStVeROMLORDY MESES oa.00) 000 oe no Paekee Jer 17:14 
will h their apostasy ............... Hos 14:4 
Mee AliWWHOWWELE oy. seosesesecs sess voidoreions Matt 8:16 
Hithe'sick, raise’ ....... a8 .albi.nde Matt 10:8 
hihim oni..Sabbath |.:8.2:8.). 0a Lathe Mark 3:2 


Physician, h yourself .............5 Luke 4:23 


HEAVEN 
youtmMambe h-eduacds.. 0... fewer: James 5:16 
fatal wound was h-ed .............. Rev 13:3 
HEALING health, wholeness 
behito'your,body..........¢h 1 2 Gin Prov 3:8 
HCOthEbONEeS) sanen fo os seefht! IBN Prov 16:24 
Sorrowsis beyond Bi ............. MMs PA Jer 8:18 
heres moh MOties. .s cc .oe aces ves Jer 46:11 
their leaves'iforh .hor) 9) jastoles ¥. Ezek 47:12 
hheyetyakingd Of jiycvcicis...:... SOLER 2 Matt 4:23 
SAFES JOM ci Sees, aay aay 05-00 PRR IONE 1 Cor 12:9 
hiof themations)....:..... feo. ween Rev 22:2 
HEALTH soundness, wholeness 
Nowankmy, bONeS's. 5.2.2... me eh ase Ps 38:3 
MESTONE VOU.OMcssincacie winnie IO SRE IE Jer 30:17 
ANGUDELINESOOUI MWe ss.cc eenccs essere. oe Ce 3 John 2 


HEART mind or seat of emotions 


intentiotman’s his. .......aoLveod. Gen 8:21 
Tiwilltnarden his hh .................... Aekel tes Ex 4:21 
ereatisearchingsiofh.......... b4 Judg 5:16 
Lorpilooksat the h,......... tee 1 Sam 16:7 
foolhasisaid.inthish ....... 2aAnLe Ps 14:1 
MeECitAllONcOMMY MN, =. denice casks oe Ps 19:14 
My hisilike wax. ... isiiei . nated Ps 22:14 
inmeacleanths. ..6.024 dal. Ameria Ps 51:10 
andiascontrite.D .......:....0...08 EO DOR Get Ps 51:17 
Yoursword:.in my hi. ......... abavor! Ae. Ps 119:11 
IDE CCM ASHE ils... accc,cyeiencatassoveaite Prov 12:20 
PAG OVIMNNMS LOO, «ace wo seein eccen « Prov 17:22 
LOLAurOUnIEMIA ee. noc s aon Prov 25:20 
bribe.corrupts the hi .....,..0 eat. on te Eccl 7:7 
anewhandanew............05. Ezek 18:31 
uncircumcised imh ...... BiveCl. Peat Ezek 44:7 
AVE MDEDULE INA .yc..cevsse.cce.0 ME Qe MALES, Matt 5:8 
PUCCIO cEIU ISU IN y s ckeee theists che ole Matt 5:28 
ANLOMOUGT OLS TY TET. .pccsyeoureonssoatuscersvensuert Matt 11:29 
BUIS Pare Om Me. 6 sie a ve vo 0 OURS Matt 15:8 
pondering: in her h ........... near Luke 2:19 
PLET GEG TO CHOU... oecs secures scone Bhd Beet ae Acts 2:37 
CleANSIAE Theil WHS... is sese is seve ve oo BONAR Acts 15:9 
who searches the h-s .............. Rom 8:27 
tablets of humanhes ............... 2 Cor 3:3 
WOUIOSE 1 COUN: (.5.).<6i0n0c0.0s010 STADIA Gal 6:9 
miclodyiwith VOur Wh. .....:..0ee eevee Eph 5:19 
intentions ofthe hy. ...... .f sen 2k a Heb 4:12 
deceives hisownh.........0..005 James 1:26 
HEAVEN place of God or sky 

Godicreated the’ hes... 5 66.be ce... Gen 1:1 
fain bread 1romih ,.%.... «'.. dean enh Ex 16:4 
shutwupithe his e425 .sheadiae 638 Deut 11:17 
HUNGER TOE DES) s.3 ash uteueerstiiens 1 Sam 2:10 
fire came:..from hieM Viticivevesl on 2 Kin 1:14 
make windowsinh ...... uals 2 Kin 7:2 
walks'ivault Gib. Wem. lasand Sy Sat Job 22:14 
consider Your hessetl. bne. cana fo.20n Ps 8:3 
hand éarth’praise .....2.:.... angen. Ps 69:34 
fixed patternsiof htisM. mere). at bows Jer 33:25 
lights in the:his' i ast ies valiant Ezek 32:8 
open...windows ofh................ Mal 3:10 
Kkingdom/on hus at... aceaasae butt, oon Matt 3:2 
voiceout of the hes). dsijetani ovo. Matt 3:17 
LEWArGuM NGS STCAt Sanat as ee Matt 5:12 
Katherawhoisinuh, {ree ask eit. Matt 6:9 
shall have been loosedinh ........ Matt 16:19 


HEAVENLY 

ereatisigns fronwhoy. .. 4.4.0 deee Luke 21:11 
FIM OUNtO NGL. ..00.0 Fee Oe Acts 1:11 
NOSVNAMEUNGETUD 365, ss cnacvecs ssn eee Acts 4:12 
up tothe third ih We2snslonw. fein & 2 Cor 12:2 
citizenship is im how... 2... oe Phil 3:20 
there-wasiwar inh ..........- eae Rev 12:7 
newihand anewsc:6../..an. eee. 2 Rev 21:1 
HEAVENLY related to God 

hiFatheris perfect MA Ke....es.0 20.82 Matt 5:48 
hikather knows that..........+-ace- Matt 6:32 
Inhostpraising God. .......... Saale Luke 2:13 
Ptellivouthwihings®: .-.- cna a nee John 3:12 
Himen the h placesa} ake 2eanhsaae Fi Eph 2:6 
Partakers OFAN woe occ svc- ws, BOON. PL Heb 3:1 
Shadowiof the hi. c.c4-+0.22e AO Oe OW Heb 8:5 
HELL place of dead 

gounto.thefiery:hiows hs Jnen 2. bails Matt 5:22 
soultand:bodyimh.............8b8.2 N86 Matt 10:28 
TOSDEXCASE INCOM 2. 0.5.1-ccsern eh ee, Oh! Mark 9:47 
seétrontfite: byshihis. 20: e036 2aniAD: James 3:6 
castithemiintoihy <...........t.aniae eae 2 Pet 2:4 
see also HADES 

HELP (n) assistance, relief 

h is not within me, Job 6:13 
Hetisoursh-andour....,.....2-2.<-..44 Queue Ps 33:20 
presenth in trouble. .......... 42 Wit s..cHo! Ps 46:1 
NCHECKOR h eee. cas, ARE OL Jon 2:2 
SISOMMP-Sis HHT, «0 oo oss LO 1 Cor 12:2 
HELP (v) aid, assist 

h-ing the Hebrew .........00805 0.05; Ex 1:16 
the Lorp h-ed David .............. 2 Sam 8:6 
whence'shall my hh. .............. $02 Bae Ps 121:1 
RWill hivyouss Sole... ....>. 2b Ob. Is 41:13 
WOR WANE. sos) sccm UE Matt 15:25 
Himyainbelief sce. . 3... 22... SW Mark 9:24 
musbhitthe weaken. &.....«i. <4. Wl Med Acts 20:35 
Spitittalso h=Si0urs, «........0.... He anee Rom 8:26 
Carth heathen... i.e: co soceceyesc.c Pe OG. Rev 12:16 
HELPER one who assists 

ROME OTD HAN Gai cove cones. VE Ps 10:14 
Demnyehted Pe. We scccace nov acl MRE Ps 30:10 
BeholdiGodismy h .<.....a8-083e.ene Ps 54:4 
give you anotherH............... John 14:16 
Ink Ware lBOhY Shoal scconunouussnu.. John 14:26 
HEROD 


1 Herod the Great 

king of Judea, Samaria, Ituraea and Traconitis, 
Matt 2:1 

ruled during Jesus’ birth, Matt 2:1ff 

2 Herod Archelaus 

son of Herod the Great, Matt 2:22 

governor of Ituraea and Traconitis 

3 Herod Antipas 

son of Herod the Great, Matt 14:1 

tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, Luke 3:1 

ruled during Jesus’ ministry, Luke 
13:31;23:7,8,11 

oe John the Baptist, Matt 14:10: Mark 


4 Herod Philip I 
son of Herod the Great, Mark 6:17 


HOLY SPIRIT 


5 Herod Philip II 

son of Herod the Great, Luke 3:1 

tetrarch of Ituraea and Traconitis 

6 Herod Agrippa I 

grandson of Herod the Great, Acts 12:1 
king of Judea and Samaria 

persecuted the early church, Acts 12:2-23 
7 Herod Agrippa II 

son of Agrippa I, Acts 25:13 

tetrarch of Tiberias, Abila and Traconitis 
heard Paul’s testimony, Acts 25:23ff;26: 1ff 


HERODIAS 

wife of Herod Antipas, Matt 14:3; Mark 6:17 

requested head of John the Baptist, Matt 14:8; 
Mark 6:24 


HEZEKIAH 

king of Judah, 2 Kin 18:1 
reformer, 2 Kin 18:4 
warrior, 2 Kin 18:7,8 
builder, 2 Kin 20:20 


HOLINESS sacredness 

MalestiGin he... ke ye Aa eee Ex 15:11 
Hbefitsvour house ....... aahabeaast Ps 93:5 
the Highway Of H’..... hig Hoe Sint ose Is 35:8 
Bithoutblame inhi ieee 1 Thess 3:1 
we;maysshare Hish ........ seers Heb 12:10 
HOLY sacred, sanctified 

Standingiis h.ground.,..+.2.4.)i aga Ex 3:5 
sabbath@keep ith. ..::1:,. 9) Ia Ben. Ex 20:8 
you aré-a- hipeople-......... 0A BMint; Deut 7:6 
ten thousandhones............... Deut 33:2 
hilikélthe-LORD- ..4¢:::3271; J@MlOns. 1 Sam 2:2 
Worship. bhiarrayes «ance domo 1 Chr 16:2 
Hisihidwellingaapeee 5 2 Chr 30:27 
Jerusalem, the h city siot.aiw.ssenié Neh 11:1 
Zion, My-h mountain ........ bo!) 10 4a" Ps 2:6 
COHASTATANG EG o...cscconersusesschoyero e HOOD 100 Ps 78:54 
blessHiisshinames 250 enn Ps 145:21 
H; Hs Histhedorp .... Wiese asain Is 6:3 
theiOne of Israel ye eee Is 30:15 
Wwirtat isihtto'dogs) es ations Matt 7:6 
nighteousiand h man ..... sna. a eies Mark 6:20 
IherMOnciok Gods 2a eee Luke 4:34 
INthGihyS chip vares tases sae ee ee Rom 1:2 
and MSAchitices ae sae Rom 12:1 
Withtaihokiss Mites OF ieiitr © 2 se Rom 16:16 
Hi Hot Ody? ae eee eae 1 Cor 7:34 
liftingjupshands . 2. os. s. agian 1 Tim 2:8 
Wathashicallin oy sa. eee seh een 2 Tim 1:9 
ISAWAGRETNCIEY ....5 o's crt eh aie Rev 21:2 
HOLY OF HOLIES 


most holy place in the Tabernacle / Temple, Ex 
26:33,34; 2 Chr 3:8 


HOLY SPIRIT 

ted Person of the Godhead, Matt 28:19: 2 Cor 
13:14 

Helper, John 14:16,26 

Giver of gifts, Rom 12:6-8; 1 Cor 12:8-11 

fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22 


HONEST 


HONEST respectable, truthful 


Ruclane Dimension a lee RE Gen 42:11 
painfukare h:words....... 99239.e2! Job 6:25 
anh and good heart............:.. Luke 8:15 
HONOR (n) glory, great respect 

Hotnriehes and h.........¢. OIE 1 Kin 3:13 
BHADDEM@INY. NTLOMUEAS. ....-0cc<c veers ante EO Job 19:9 
Raise Malai nit, Wi oc. a seston ore wchveore Prov 3:35 
PSANOUWLUTOUEID be so. sucesso oe o Am aklt Matt 13:57 
Pronyeanidih ANGs . 0.6 ci nn AIR IO Rom 2:10 
Manages -beiheld in. ...5< 2.000.564 Heb 13:4 
blessing and hiand&iiien seve. TIIIAT Rev 5:13 
HONOR (vy) show respect 

EVOUTPATIETS «0.1. coxeronsverenorere REL OM Ex 20:12 
BMP CTACCHIEIU OT, 5. cccseceserssenesensrevesenensveae Lev 19:32 
whoh Mel willh .......2eeiten 7 1 Sam 2:30 
am h-ed‘in the sight ......).2 5.8008. 9.0. Is 49:5 
PMsonth-s his father. ........iediswee Mal 1:6 
may be h-ed by men ................ Matt 6:2 
Resp ye With liPS’.. Sno ono ce eneres Matt 15:8 
does noththe Son .........0...... John 5:23 
fear (Godjhitherking,....... ad fiw. 1 Pet 2:17 
HONORABLE respectable 
meciderandihman. Hocn....1 2p Is 9:15 
MMe VESSEL FOP N USE: crovecee cierersuoeie weve Rom 9:21 
Minateverish af. 1niligoiioniivet (a.dak Phil 4:8 
HOPE (n) expectation 

Wherenow. is my h.............. 2.20. Job 17:15 
mromene afflicted: ?. ..... . ..-aitaMisisyveke Ps 9:18 
Be ALISISUITINV OULD st G.0 elointe ots cade see Sra eh Ps 39:7 
Rourare my hs weitzy. |... Chatinstt.iy) ae, Ps. 71:5 
BACH MELOCIS IA os. A. venecorsncnrsees MALE OR, Prov 19:18 
BE OA SEA CI tee Acids ec eres vote soot UES Jer 17:13 
Ot lhas.perished. ..2 «6 .«+ + SOM Ezek 37:11 
on thalforthe hh... axis aehe, Woo Acts 23:6 
h does not disappoint ............... Rom 5:5 
ETO CIIVO RTI PIER covrosevedusice woes tohtuy caneusueae Rom 12:12 
may.the!Godiof h ..... cae S.2I9h Rom 15:13 
DOUEMtTODLOWANLN ....-...:<0.0.~. MIVAI 1 Cor 9:10 
now faith, h, love, abide .......... 1 Cor 13:13 
MOL VIGNUTCOUSNESS. «...:.:0<crerovere LORIE LE Gal 5:5 
phen Of His. calling .... e2oaceuon) 12 Eph 1:18 
ie ihsof the'gospel .i....00..) RTS. 2S t Col 1:23 
AC OMGOGIT ee SO Ca OOS Col 1:27 
she of salvation «2 ...'.c01.. RS 1 Thess 5:8 
moretermialilife wi... 0... BUA & Titus 3:7 
POraseiv nig tty), Cota. 1S AU SOMA 1 Pet 1:3 
EGA SAT VOW ects crokerrosrinetatcissenes 1 Pet 3:15 
HOPE (v) expect with confidence 

Bev ibb ied TY ELIT AG Anh. back. sateen eeleteel oe ote Job 13:15 
PROTECT AT) YOU s, dares. e. connterensvonevecnke MRR Ps 38:15 
Welhrforijustices .s.06... 8 NPT ORES. Is 59:11 
areneing. fordicht: .. 6. sae v0 SIO, © Jer 13:16 
SeNtHES WAL... -.sccerereyereeeze Sales GME} Matt 12:21 
pesvallithings Wier dis os Aus. BRR 1 Cor 13:7 
Pystito hiniChrist. «........ 8 GIL WOO. Eph 1:12 
Phamihe LOrd JESUS. «...ccc0n2 4 Oates Phil 2:19 
GR EARES. N=) LOL soy.0c 1000.10 10 cocersne os EHUD BS Heb 11:1 
inhitoiceme'to you... veo.)/... 2G OF 2 John 12 
HOSEA 


prophet, Hos 1:1,2 


HURT 
HOSPITABLE friendly 
A; ableitorteach «2... cre nell SL ISM 1 Tim 3:2 
hylovingiwhatisis. Lane 20k later: Pe Titus 1:8 
h toione another .agven wis. penne & 1 Pet 4:9 
HOSPITALITY open to guests 
practicing hy sss6 2245532. MOTO. 1G Rom 12:13 
show h’to strangers: ........ 220 8.01 12) Heb 13:2 
HOUSE home or temple 
bomainmy hisimy.. 2). eS Gen 15:3 
passed overtheh-s ................ Bx 
the Orslaveryaart i444) Lake eens oe Ex 20:2 
consecratessnis We terse ss seco e Lev 27:14 
as Tor mevandimy Nh! france arly BS Josh 24:15 
Set yourhin order ............0.0. 2 Kin 20:1 
h‘of God'forsaken*e2 /ese2)5 5253 2" Neh 13:11 
mihkethespider's*s recs ve eee Job 27:18 
Holiness'befits Your ht. ss 05.0 Ps 93:5 
orp puildsthe hes 224-4 +22 s A ae PSo7ak 
Wisdombuilt her: «en eee © Prov 9:1 
in Wiyhvor prayer ose tee. ee ee Is 56:7 
ONFOMISTACL i Neer Ponty Ak FOR TOt ek Jer 18:6 
WIS HOMME TOCK «5.455 se wane eee Matt 7:24 
IMyAh Oauhionein: 2255s, waver Sh FS Matt 21:13 
devour widows’ h-s.............. Mark 12:40 
Suards his'ownm h= + 3os§ Jost ee Luke 11:21 
lefehrorwite’Ors ot tee sree: sees: Luke 18:29 
TneMiyabathershee ss eek ss eas ae John 14:2 
hinot made;hands . sr 3 eae 2Cor oil 
WAOMAMOIW A oes See A, ee 1 Pet 2:5 
HUMBLE (adj) gentle, modest 
NMOSESi Was VelVilit.. stent ete cece Num 12:3 
iWallinhetites+--m eres or cite Ps 37:11 
With the WIS WISGOMl {a esse. ye Prov 11:2 
HE ANGIMOUTICECION meet te ce Zech 9:9 
SOWING bl Vil eeenA rr aG argo ee OG Matt 11:29 
ONS Wit MAMAS 5 eee ees rece eee Phil 4:12 
STACETOUNE Mere cn not eae tec: James 4:6 
HUMBLE (v) modest 
TEMMSEAO MoVOULSEIL rrr h <i suevehejaehe Ex 10:3 
i STEN EEA G1) LWAGO\E ln pamecll: Serie Ree Deut 8:2 
MT ANG DELAY chamttreer tein anes ak Cues 2 Chr 7:14 
Rese aswiisiChild’,..cmcr sees aie. Matt 18:4 
ETA OUMSELVES Waiera stein cstue is cries ane eae 1 Pet 5:6 
HUMILIATE embarrass 
h-d who seek my hurt .............- Ps 71:24 
GOMOLLCOMN ACh ites ts. eariiriarenn 4s oe wathernets Is 54:4 
AIS OPPONENTS. MO are... « soe. bolenepans Luke 13:17 
HUMILIATION embarrassment 
h has overwhelmed me ............. Ps 44:15 
go away togetherinh .............6. Is 45:16 
LEOUT IT COVED US) oc... eco.0.sse..0.0 fgets Jer 3:25 
In-hi bis judgements ....o.605,.). 98,6, es ane Acts 8:33 
HUMILITY self-abasement 
before honor..h . Aik 2h. Prov 15:33 
With hofmind ....2:2 4) «Ra Aaea a Phil 2:3 
Clothe: withihies.;.. «£24 aee ae? 1 Pet 5:5 
HURT (n) damage, harm, wound 
Wireldelightammy ichwina aa a cen Ps 70:2 


HURT 


hoarded.:tovhish ..........uoasit.& 
younbrother is hy -........,.c08rc «1 Hed 


HURT (vy) cause pain, wound 


noallowshimito h.. so... 4.08 
may beh byithem\sau:.6}. nan 


will not h or destroy 


their power tohmen........... 


HUSBAND family head, spouse 
desire...your h 
honor to their h-s 


crown OR ORS ois. ns csc eer 


have had five h-s 


Ther PdiGsunye os... hasten wis 


have her own h 


unbelevinenise. 94... ec gt aaueee 
hisithernead Of Mo os...ccscsute one 


H-s, love your wives 


| TIECON 0) OCIA 14 1 (> ne ae 


HYPOCRISY pretense 


hallo and farerice, cork. .cck Gere 


love be without h 


VAG OMT Ire 7 e 5 ocairenc uasscese ces 


HYPOCRITE a pretender 
as the h-s do 


and Pharisees, h-s.............. 
Nouthitinsiktakeder 5. on ewe 


IDOL false deity, image 


nokmakes and i ice a. ce 


Do not turn to i-s 


guard...from i-s 


IDOLATER idol worshiper 


COVeLOUSP Oriani Ai 70 2027 45 ees 
DLO DOUG ASRS. nto on ees 


IDOLATRY idol worship 


Leevironhintenet tes 2B 


IGNORANCE lack of knowledge 


you worship ini fe oat... ob eris 


i that is in them 


IMMANUEL 

1 son born to a virgin, Is 7:14 
a sign to King Ahaz, Is 8:8 

2 title of Jesus, Matt 1:23 


IMMORAL lewd, unchaste 
with i people 


who makes anior :..:........., 
tnewodSxared=si 6... 
who blessestanifi ........cn:50 
aDStalmtrom|-Si- ee 


Silence the iliofe «.+.+.+:+.r.7.0.2.5.eg OOD 


. Acts 15:20 


1 John 5:21 


....Eph 4:18 


....1 Cor 5:9 


INIQUITY 


the imanisins jis. sldstasasy 1 Cor 6:18 
binentehiars the.Great..Luke 255...nen 1 Tim 1:10 
iorgodless person ......¢..00.0.8 Heb 12:16 
and bpersonsax f........ dee beoe! Rev 21:8 
IMMORALITY immoral acts 

Nod inpyourmidstys ohsroh. Ate Dee-ee Lev 20:14 
CX CODUTOW lapses, Bie ceceseceyo.01e LAT AL YOMattal9:9 
MleC ies. LA ote 85 he a MEIN 1 Cor 6:18 
abstainstvom. shins. Adsiia anck Uh ABO 1 Thess 4:3 
the winélofhetivzas=. Arse 0h< Daa eee Rev 17:2 
IMMORTALITY everlasting life 

MUSHDUL ONY eas OR aaceT a eeeee MCoralo:53 
alone possessesi ... 0.000. 0.08044 1 Tim 6:16 
LieiandtOSht, cy-.yu rea one CE 2 Tim 1:10 
IMPATIENT restless 

the people becamei ......:... 62... Num 21:4 
shouldinot/be 229.) .. est etd 4 Job 21:4 
my soul. was i:with ...... so.t.ud ba: Zech 11:8 
IMPOSSIBLE cannot be done 

nothing !-will bei ........enist ania. Gen 11:6 
With people thisisi »............. Matt 19:26 
ifoniGod to lie ...... .Sidnioanas. Bias Heb 6:18 
without faithitiisd ............mem d€.onR. Heb 11:6 
INCREASE (n) multiplication 

theiliof yourherdh. 5.2550. eeee eee Deut 7:13 
the i of your house .... neiiotesaxs 1 Sam 2:33 
the) LorD ive VOU Wi .,1....... 0 vatt-ek wae Ps 115:14 
Lois government ........-beiosiiia ot Is 9:7 
INCREASE (vy) multiply 

Hi richesijdO NOt pc.cccecec+.0.-.00s HL aRS Ps 62:10 
tHe MIPDTCOUS «... << seo. oo Maes Prov 28:28 
i-ing inswisdom............haneiieaq: Luke 2:52 
i-ing in..knowledge ...........2.... Col 1:10 
Lordicause:.toi........doansen 1 Thess 3:12 
INHERIT receive a legacy 

Shallibit forever |... 5)... Ae wale. Exj)32313 
humble willitheland .............. Ps 37:11 
wiseswill i honor «.............+.. Cease Prov 3:35 
The naive i foolishness............ Prov 14:18 
gentle.2i the,earth................ Jeneos aa Matt 5:5 
do tod‘eternal life. .:5.2...'.. wae Luke 10:25 
notdthel kingdom, .............. doneule 1 Cor 6:9 
mightila blessing ........... Sti.Jan 1 Pet 3:9 
who overcomes willi............... Rev 21:7 
INIQUITY injustice, wickedness 

bear:. their i-iesiishitao ie ioeays. Lev 16:22 
the;Wofdthe fathers: .)......2.. Hee Deut 5:9 
thosewvho plow i <...,..0...2n0k. HOE Job 4:8 
© Porn; Pardonmyi......).. asteut- Ps 25:11 
mycil lidid'not-hide ......... idailanine Ps 32:5 
blot ioutvall my i-ies oo. ort ais: Ps 51:9 
sowsdwill.reapy S.%. oo cco ose ns BET Prov 22:8 
Weighed down with i............ deti2 aid o: Is 1:4 
theworkersiof i ............... au2ab<to.! ort Is 31:2 
Gielfonhisiown ia. Liaahead). edt Bade Jer 31:30 
Repent. ssothati.....>,..09anor. Ezek 18:30 
theibondageion ime... 0: eee Acts 8:23 


INJUSTICE 


INJUSTICE inequity, unfairness 


do noiinjudgment ............... Lev 19:15 
NGOdS.withoutli™. .2csl sie f jstid Deut 32:4 
mere ion my tongue .......4.! mal.Jnsi Job 6:30 
m@heyrdeviseiiss' . Jaf ol avanti oj.be Ps 64:6 
RSM EWALE GOO on. c,ccrnc cee Shee Es Rom 9:1 
INNOCENT blameless 
aomot killttheass ..84. einen ea 3 Ex 23:7 
cheblood of thed .....:4)..782....Rivet Deut 19:13 
moerore the LORD}... ae Sets 2 Sam 3:28 
eheimock them. . 4%..)8. mine S.comads Job 22:19 
ehaeshediiblood. «... Stars 4. ofr Prov 6:17 
andivasidoves: vin. Ssh Lancer Matt 10:16 
betraying i blood ..s., 2) 1. Svrethkte Matt 27:4 
momtbisiMan’soas. SN 8.2wD.L. slonwn Matt 27:24 
MOWAT NGS, oo... .secesevere sbedescrons Heb 7:26 
INSULT (n) affront, indignity 
Esiot the nations... 3:2 20M, L688 Ezek 34:29 
Pvainon forin, eh see ALOE wa. 1 Pet 3:9 

_ INSULT (v) treat with scorn 

ssondrdomot ither oPiFE2e. son Sow Ruth 2:15 

FOuMne: LORD sek, eee NS. wee eeat 2 Chr 32:17 
times you have i-ed................. Job 19:3 
i-ing...with the same words ........ Matt 27:44 
PAG LV OULU, AC lee ee) Teens Luke 6:22 
meddnerspiritiof ty... 08.02 .~ Sebi.n Heb 10:29 
INTEGRITY honesty 
intheaof my heart 13. S205. was we Gen 20:5 
dealtin truth andl 2.28 \e.Foiwodan: Judg 9:19 
noldssfashihisdl S74)... in ani je.bes Job 2:3 
Hewho walks withi............ 528. Ps 15:2 
have walked in myi®.\. ti... 2320 2 28 Ps 26:1 
het-ofthe Uprightacs.. oi 2sower iB: Prov 11:3 
INTERCEDE plead, mediate 
ieditorthe people: 268! «ich, Aue.) Num 21:7 
who caniforhim:.. \e:.% TAy..2¢ 1 Sam 2:25 
Aardi-d forthe }S:t. san weed. 0. 12k Is 53:12 
domotd with: Mev:icarud |. zie kh. to Hake, Jer 7:16 
Spirit Himselftics). 2.04. .2BdGne el an Rom 8:26 


ISAAC 

birth, son of Abraham, Gen 21:3 
offered for sacrifice, Gen 22:2 
took Rebekah as wife, Gen 24 
father of twins, Gen 25:26 
blessed Jacob, Gen 27:1-40 


ISAIAH 

prophet of Judah, Is 1:1 
son of Amoz, 2 Kin 19:2 
called, Is 6:8ff 

under four kings, Is 1:1 


ISCARIOT 
geographical identity of Judas, Mark 3:19; 
John 12:4; 13:26 


ISRAEL 

1 Jacob, Gen 32:28-32;35:10;37:3 

2 line of Jacob, Gen 34:7 

tribal nation, Ex 1:7;4:22; Num 10:29 

3 united kingdom, 1 Sam 15:35; 1 Kin 4:1 


JERUSALEM 
4 northern kingdom, | Kin 14:19;15:9; 2 Kin 
10:29 


5 mn Roman rule, Luke 2:32; John 1:49; Rom 


JACOB 

1 son of Isaac, Gen 25:26 
brother of Esau, Gen 25:27 
obtained birthright, Gen 25:33 
fled to Aram, Gen 28:5,6 
marriage, Gen 29:1ff 

wrestled angel, Gen 32:24ff 
name changed, Gen 35:9,10 
went down to Egypt, Gen 46:4ff 
death and burial, Gen 49:28ff 

2 father of Joseph, Matt 1:15,16 


JAMES 

1 son of Zebedee, Matt 4:21 

brother of John, Matt 10:2 

called as apostle, Matt 10:2ff 

martyred, Acts 12:2 

2 son of Alphaeus, Matt 10:3 

called as apostle, Matt 10:3ff 

3 brother of Jesus, Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3 
church leader, Acts 12:17;15:13 

4 Judas’s father, Luke 6:16 


JEALOUS envious, zealous 


DrommerspwerejOl -.acueateem eee Gen 37:1 

your God)iam.ap Godtn8 wer1dsh. 101. me Ex 20:5 
whose names J,is. <... .eiae.zet wee Ex 34:14 
j withsMy jealousy... @2.ia0. 05 204 Num 25:11 
Heista iGod i Aa LS eh Josh 24:19 
jand/ayenging God menses’ 2A ee Nah 1:2 
TOG CLUS ALO IM se matas sstes apn paessnay a create Zech 1:14 
JOWSNDECOMMNE |) ....<...c:0 4 nove cholerae oe Acts 17:5 
Teyvalln ake Vou duc. csrcxoerrrsge sos oo Rom 10:19 
love isikind notis vk: .% sak en! 1 Cor 13:4 


JEREMIAH 

1 lived in Libnah, 2 Kin 23:31 

2 man of Manasseh, 1 Chr 5:24 

3 three individuals who joined David, 1 Chr 
12:4,10,13 

4 prophet, Jer 1:1 

called, Jer 1:2-10 

put in stocks, Jer 20:2,3 

life threatened, Jer 26 

put in prison, Jer 32:2;37:13ff 

taken to Egypt, Jer 43:1-6 

5 son of Habazziniah, Jer 35:3 

6 priest, Neh 10:2 

7 priest from Babylon, Neh 12:1 


JERICHO 

city in Jordan Valley, Josh 3:16 

N of Dead Sea, Josh 6:1; 1 Kin 16:34; Luke 
18:35 


JERUSALEM 

city called Salem, Gen 14:18 

city called Jebus, Judg 1:21;19:10 

David’s capital, 2 Sam 5:5,6 

capital of united kingdom, | Kin 2:36;11:42 


JESUS 


site of temple, 1 Kin 6:2;8:6,12 

destroyed by Babylonians, Jer 52:12-14 

rebuilt by remnant, Neh 2:11-20;12:27 

city of Roman period, Matt 2:1,3;21:1,10; Luke 
13:34; Acts 11:2,22 

new Jerusalem, Rev 3:12;21:2,10 


JESUS 

1 name of the Lord, Matt 1:21; Luke 1:31 

birth in Bethlehem, Matt 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7 

youth in Nazareth, Matt 2:19ff 

baptized, Matt 3:13ff; Mark 1:9ff; Luke 3:21; 
John 1:31 ff 

tempted, Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1ff 

called disciples, Matt 4:18ff; Mark 1:16ff; Luke 
5:1ff 


transfigured, Matt 17:1ff; Mark 9:2ff; Luke 9:28ff 

triumphal entry to Jerusalem, Matt 21:1ff; 
Mark 11:1ff; Luke 19:29ff 

crucified, Matt 27:31ff; Mark 15:20ff; Luke 
23:26ff; John 19:16ff 

resurrected Christ, Matt 28:1ff; Mark 16:1ff; 
Luke 24:13ff; John 20:11ff 

ascended to the Father, Mark 16:19; Luke 
24:50ff; Acts 1:9ff 

2 Jewish Christian called Justus, Col 4:11] 


JEW(S) 

originally an inhabitant of Judah, a Judean, 2 
Kin 16:6 

Judean shortened to Jew during exile, 2 Kin 
25:25 

synonym for Hebrew, Ezra 4:12,23; Neh 4:1,2: 
Esth 4:3,7; Jer 34:9 

later term for all Israelites in the land and in 
Diaspora, Matt 27:11; Mark 7:3; Luke 23:51; 
John 4:9; Acts 22:3; Rom 3:1; Gal 3:28; Rev 
2:9 


JEZEBEL 
1 wife of Ahab, 1 Kin 21:5ff; 2 Kin 9:7ff 
2 woman at Thyatira, Rev 2:20 


JOB 

pious man from Uz, Job 1:1 

experienced tragedy, Job 2:7,8 

showed great endurance, Job 2:9,10; James 
5:11 


JOHN 

1 father of Peter, John 1:42 

2 the Baptist, Matt 3:1 
baptizing, Matt 3:13 

beheaded, Mark 6:25 

birth foretold, Luke 1:13 

son of Zacharias, Luke 1:57ff 
praised by Jesus, Luke 7:28 
preached, John 1:15 

3 the apostle, Matt 10:2 

called by Jesus, Matt 4:21 

Sons of Thunder, Mark 3:17 
inner circle, Matt 17:1 

request refused, Mark 10:35ff 
assigned the care of Mary, John 19:26,27 
with Peter, Acts 3:1,3 

4 Jewish leader, Acts 4:6 

5 Mark, evangelist, Acts 12:12,25 


JOY 


JONAH 

prophet of Israel, Jon 1:1 

son of Amittai, 2 Kin 14:25 
disobedient, Jon 1:3 
preached to Nineveh, Jon 3:4 


JONATHAN 

1 son of Gershom, Judg 18:30 

2 son of King Saul, 1 Sam 13:16;14:49 
friend of David, 1 Sam 18:1 

3 son of Abiathar, 2 Sam 15:36 » 

4 son of Shimei, 2 Sam 21:21 

5 son of Jada, 1 Chr 2:32 

6 son of Shagee, 1 Chr 11:34 

7 official of David, 1 Chr 27:25 

8 David’s uncle, 1 Chr 27:32 


JORDAN 

1 river in Palestine, Gen 32:10; Josh 3:17; Judg 
8:4; 2 Kin 5:10; Matt 3:6 

2 valley, Gen 13:10,11 


JOSEPH 

1 son of Jacob, Gen 30:23,24 

sold by brothers, Gen 37:28 

put in prison, Gen 40:3 

prime minister, Gen 41:41 

revealed himself, Gen 45:4 

death, Gen 50:26 

2 father of spy, Num 13:7ff 

3 son of Asaph, 1 Chr 25:9 

4 son of Bani, Ezra 10:42 

5 son of Shebaniah, Neh 12:14 

6 husband of Mary, Matt 1:18;2:13; Luke 2:16; 
John 6:42 

7 brother of Jesus, Matt 13:55 

8 brother of James the Less, Matt 27:56 

9 of Arimathea, Matt 27:57ff 

in Sanhedrin (Council), Mark 15:43 

disciple of Jesus, John 19:38 

provided tomb, Matt 27:57 

10 ancestor of Jesus, Luke 3:24 

11 ancestor of Jesus, Luke 3:30 

12 surname Barsabbas, Acts 1:23 

13 Barnabas, Acts 4:36 


JOSHUA 

1 Moses’ successor, Deut 31:23 
attended Moses, Num 11:28 

chosen by God, Num 27:18 
encouraged by God, Josh 1:1-9 
charged Israel, Josh 23:1ff 

death, Josh 24:29 

2 of Beth-shemesh, 1 Sam 6:14 

3 governor, 2 Kin 23:8 

4 high priest, Hag 1:1,12; Zech 3:1 ff 


JOY delight, happiness 


Laisesoundsiofjilen). 4) eeeee 1 Chr 15:16 
shouted-dloud'forgbis. ia wiiieebi igo Ezra 3:12 
see Hisface with jh i ...... OSS) het Job 33:26 
Restoreto mie the J... ses chs seal Ps 51:12 
Jat Youtiname: be 3s .cohaes, eee Ps 89:12 
godly ones sing forj................ Ps 132:9 
Everlasting j will be...) 20.00.2000... Is 61:7 
their mourning intoj............... Jer 31:13 


with great j 


JOYFUL 


SECT ATILOSUMCS§). 5 snoxcnonsxeveasrean TRROCL AG Matt 25:21 
jin heaven over one............... Luke 15:7 
manithereOly: Spivit. cr. - ad Oe Rom 14:17 
BOVENMINDEACE . o.oo coca a MAIR Gal 5:22 
make myjcomplete ................ Phil 2:2 
JOYFUL feeling gladness 
‘SYS GuMeYeXSLH OVEN GH Piss scale oteeoleisicieen coc Deut 16:15 
Hawith gladnessw\.. ... (earave Jes OF Ps 21:6 
shallereap with J. .........hiiadewuee } Ps 126:5 
MANEATIS SOOM |... ocssecesvere SLU SME Prov 17:22 
JOYFULLY full of joy, happy 
POM withthe king 2.4... 00eee eek. Esth 5:14 
Shouts to:God) all .).... . somcsour Mak Ps 66:1 
They shout j together ................ Is 52:8 
Eoppraise. Godj............ 28M Dae. Luke 19:37 
JUDAS 
1 Iscariot, Matt 10:4 

__ used by Satan, Luke 22:3 
son of Simon, John 6:71 

_ treasurer, John 13:29 

- betrayed Jesus, John 18:2 

_ 2 Jesus’ brother, Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3 
3 apostle, Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13 
4 Judas of Galilee, Acts 5:37 
5 of Damascus, Acts 9:11 
6 Barsabbas, Acts 15:22,27 
JUDE 
brother of Jesus, Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3 
brother of James, Jude 1 
JUDGE (n) leader 
Brot allithe Garth n.... n.c-.c000b ABISE Gen 18:25 
princeyor.aj OVer.Us ........ Senay: Ex 2:14 
Lorp was with thej .............8. Judg 2:18 
Foneod Himself isj..... ot odds sine Ps 50:6 
pniighteousj said........ .%ur te 3! Luke 18:6 
one Lawgiver and J .......2..c044 James 4:12 
JUDGE (v) pass judgment 
Lorp j between you..........e.0.0. Gen 16:5 
Moses'satito)jithes.!....... dank 1alted 2: Ex 18:13 
MORD Willeft LEAPU: oo a cc areces error or eeer es 1 Sam 2:10 
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able todacthoughts.......... )000.01, Heb 4:12 
agulterers.God, Will J. .,........ 08 90..5 BM Heb 13:4 
JUDGMENT condemnation 
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POUL ANICG PALL Sai ererserssereerettenc\set AMARC en Deut 1:17 
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Walbvou Standiin, THEI «...0sccceciusseccasce blieleds Ps 1:5 
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KILL 
Kept fortherdaylofy ........... 6%.) 1998s 2 Pet 3:7 
Ofte sreatiday an... oman dueeee Gor Jude 6 
uorexecuteyuponiallly <3. ..0 HONIRL ee Jude 15 
Hisi-sare true........... Pease te. Rev 19:2 
JUST fair, right 
shall havej balances .............. Lev 19:36 
amanibey withiGod =y.......a-al. War Job 25:4 
HeanaticausesO: ORD; ss54454s05caust Ps 17:1 
He isj and endowed................ Zech 9:9 
Mivaudementisiine © ......-aosecod ies John 5:30 
thejmontheaniust..... aeaawawnt ee 1 Pet 3:18 
JUSTICE fairness, righteousness 
Shallnoudistor tele. << sic cents Deut 16:19 
DOCS: GOMIDETVEFE Je f.nc 5. 3-5 ove 51-,0 Pere AE Job 8:3 
Peotheratflicteds «....:. ...8 eaaeties: ae Job 36:6 
Righteousness and! ........... 4 sh sete Ps 89:14 
do notunderstand] ... .........5d8tmone Prov 28:5 
iis tumedibackend ..... akelra-Hosdiee Is 59:14 
Leb NOULMOW NET A. tt. ons cece Amos 5:24 
jrand mercy;an dy Ryan case: cca Matt 23:23 
acknowledged) ff ts. s.e<5...0:.0.... deat. Luke 7:29 
granwto your slaves ||... .. .ateahse toabe Col 4:1 
JUSTIFICATION vindication 
DECAUSCLOMOUL Ai. occ avers «ostowcgousd ae Rom 4:25 
HOblifetoallimen. «4.0... s wgseee dyene Rom 5:18 
JUSTIFY declare guiltless 
NOW: AROUUSEIVES: 4... ccs cc ss eee Eee Gen 44:16 
ENey Ane nenteOUs: ... 0a ecu eerauae Deut 25:1 
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KEEP hold, guide, preserve 
Khe sway Of the WORD 4:55 coyotes Gen 18:19 
fOvenVvieanak My" shh tacaete eee: Ex 20:6 
SHA KEV OULISAD DALI Me fac ences cent Lev 23:32 
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agin Cali atleast hte mene seat 1 Tim 1:19 
KevOurself free Trond <i. Pune eee 1 Tim 5:22 
RMS TOMPUC? CVIl aah. eta. 1 Pet 3:10 
KEEPER guard, protector 
Ami my brothers K. ..66..: BOLI: Gen 4:9 


The HORp iS yours «n5 os, Pee ae Ps'121:5 
KILL take life 


for’ Cain K-ed hime. 6... DEO: Gen 4:25 
k-ed every firstborn ................ Ex 13:15 
wholtkasia manshall ........./ak aie Lev 24:21 
LORD R=SAnGmMakess c+ ..« +.) melee 1 Sam 2:6 
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UNAbDletONKslLibe Mee enn bei cas Matt 10:28 
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KIND 


Get up, Peter,kand............ 
theletterk=s;, bute aie. ee 
who k their father ............ 


KIND (adj) good, tender 


be kK to this people ............ 
HeSHimself.is:Kx.sca...1 DOWD 
lovedS:keay. ire Land, Maa qOOe 


KINDNESS tenderness 
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k ands: of God ».-.:-0. ccs. | Ee 
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LABOR (n) work, childbirth 


fruits:of your I-s/4\,..4.. ) aba. 
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... 1 Cor 13:8 


LAWFUL 
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fruitful lfonmenes:, von Sralano9. bs Phil 1:22 
IL MEVLONION® oocarcocsagnosenc 1 Thess 1:3 
cried‘out; beingin!] .2eanholte ainiissi. Rev 12:2 
LABOR (vy) toil, work 

Sixidays you'shall I) /..4. 2... diler ae: Ex 20:9 
Linwainiwho build 2.207.,8.2.. boos 2 Ps 127:1 
for whom am II-ing ................ Eccl 4:8 
l-ed over you in vain... ......00..... Gal 4:11 
LABORER workman 

I-s for his vineyard ...........0..0. Matt 20:1 
Cailitheil-s'and pay............. bea Matt 20:8 
Isiintoiis harvest')...03...0es05. Luke 10:2 
lhissworthy/ofehisme seer oe Luke 10:7 
LAMB young sheep 

Ifor the burnt ....... L338 adel. com Gen 22:7 
shall redeem with al ....292.).0d01.5 Ex 34:20 
Pwithoutidefect!s27 8-3) ial, zest Lev 14:10 
will dwell with the]... 0.00. 0000000; Is 11:6 
L.leditoislaughteri 2) 5.8. 208. sais. a: Is 53:7 
wolf and the I will <2 /......20)00020. Is 65:25 
send:you outias'l-sisniieisinA..anoer Luke 10:3 
Behold, the L of God. .2..........24 John 1:29 
Tend IMylssy een L9H... 5 oso. John 21:15 
[beforeitsishearer. ht 25.9. 0.5..5.08, Acts 8:32 
Worthy isithelseicd@Al tisM .eueel, Reward 
blood of the Lavick.. Vahahiliaeanel? Rev 12:11 
LAUGH be amused, mock 

Whyidid Sardhlis. .alh. 285 ates ¢ Gen 18:13 
Will kat-violencen... in iasaare eB Job 5:22 
lat your calamity .........0..0 005. Prov 1:26 
weep,andia time toll. 03). Vea | Eccl 3:4 
began l-ing at Him ................ Matt 9:24 
LAUGHTER amusement 

God has madel for ......... 020005. Gen 21:6 
Evéntin litheiheart!a... A eis Asove Prov 14:13 
Sorrow is better thanl .............. Eccl 7:3 
LAW scripture, statute 

tabletsiwiththeilias 9a.) 2 Aten oat. Ex 24:12 
Moses wrote this] ................ Deut 31:9 
fouhdither. ont, Mig: 27-48 bet bl 2 Kin 22:8 
WalkuimiMy Disy:.ficwoliele Sack | 2 Chr 6:16 
THisiperfectines,sh. 2b... add oteac Ps 19:7 
TdelightinYourl...:..... eidaitertt Ps 119:70 
abolishithe Lionthe | ..5.iMew.hod.e Matt 5:17 
Ouelemotiudgegen. 0) an eee John 7:51 
by that 1 He ought cin sok goo ie John 19:7 
byalliofifaith .............5 Bastin Rom 3:27 
Libringswrathoctas. «0.0... bat. Rom 4:15 
MODUNGET DA A7. ..ccsecssesessuoreee ROR Rom 6:14 
isithé Lisimuchams .u....... elt. basté Rom 7:7 
CHEE TSSBOLY TI Mav cvexessaseryoenesla ch Get Rom 7:12 
Libecotme our tutor 0.2.00... teil a Gal 3:24 
therebysfulfillthe | oc ees hl, Botton Gal 6:2 
L...nothing perfect ................5 Heb 7:19 


LAWFUL legal, right 
notilfonhim to.eat........... .42ahn Matt 12:4 


LAWGIVER 


NsprekscOmeal AS AF oes crite Series Matt 12:10 
Reman to.divorce........ YM.acex Lane Mark 10:2 
NihIMeS are 1... cee BETORNS 1 Cor 6:12 
LAWGIVER lawmaker 

PreworDiis ourl >. .......eainomlirst Is 33:22 
fone Lrand'Judge.........2aucn ... James 4:12 
LAWLESS illegal, without law 

» QUIS TAL Oy eaLA hee 2 Thess 2:8 
areiland rebellious............. faws!. 1 Tim 1:9 
momuevery, 1 deed... ....°. 0... Gt Titus 2:14 
LAZARUS 


1 beggar, Luke 16:20-25 
2 brother of Mary and Martha, John 
. -11:1,2,5, 11,43 


LEAH 

wife of Jacob, Gen 29:23,30 

mother of Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah, 
Gen 29:32-35 


LEAN (adj) thin 


Seven USlY COWS... eR Gen 41:27 
my flesh has grownl ............0. Ps 109:24 
and the |] Sheep =. .,.) sci. BER: Ezek 34:20 
LEARN get knowledge 

MrOMmeaATMNE LORD vic eee bE Deut 31:13 
may your Statutes ....:..... law. eat Ps 119:71 
have I l-ed wisdom ................ Prov 30:3 
SOMUEUDECW WALI. ons oc cd curt aod el Seale are Is 2:4 
SBRONANVIG Wie ie es 5555382558545 Matt 11:2 
l-ed to be content ........0..000.0.. Phil 4:11 
He l-ed obedience ................., Heb 5:8 
LEARNING (n) Rnowledge 

MICKCASE: HIST oto. os) SREB BREE Prov 9:9 
HorthelEgyptians ..:.:... balbe. nsdn. Acts 7:22 
Sreamlis driving ............a Aw Acts 26:24 
LIAR one telling lies 

ROL DrOVE MOA Ls oscces fools i. ke Job 24:25 
apoorman than al: .i.... 6.05.8 Prov 19:22 
MWA A DIKE! coh. sae ie clack a tealnee John 8:55 
MVDOCKISVOL ISS: 24.0% 0-005 63 aitbne 1 Tim 4:2 
wemake Him'a I. 255.5... £2.00. a. 1 John 1:10 
LIBERTY freedom 

MOVE OV ALG Atl ac eps caire cottt aerntaleasiseroee Ps 119:45 
proclaim to Captives .......-.06ss505 Is 61:1 
Sspyroutioun Ll hejiviy oer. clark mon 28 Gal 2:4 
BOeHaWwOt Lee Ie. GEA SS, BREA. James 1:25 
LIE (n) false statement 

Speaki=s go.astray........ 1. Wenn. Ps 58:3 
FEMS MSSLWill PELISH 5 ..0.....0.0. Soy AP Prov 19:9 
prophesy. alto:vou...... acest. 2uer.2 Jer 27:10 
thetatherOL$es oon. c.... SPO. SIS John 8:44 
rth Of GOO TOMA 1). 6.0cccs.dccuscene RY Rom 1:25 
MOAI ONE {Uh ste keke WIM 1 John 2:21 
LIE (v) make false statement 

Trond tosone, another .......0..0 fh 22). bios Lev 19:11 
dito Him with their........ .t. ciiey Sos.& Ps 78:36 


Edeaboutthe Lorn) 202.) tac oe ta Jer 5:12 


LORD 
Nto'the Holy Spirit) at Weigavse sav. Acts 5:3 
not] to one another ......... fxemstes Col 3:9 
impossibles Goditol sis kas Jee ee Heb 6:18 
LIFE living or salvation 
the breathvor l=: 0a ee eee See: Gen 2:7 
Viordais J ess k? siamo: coi Ex 21:23 
Pe isinthe'blood!, ..:ctasch ant. ake oes Lev 17:11 
Quplonyours} exsy: Gane. soca Josh 2:14 
my, Lis /butsbreatit-? ake) anes ged acs Job 7:7 
Who redeems your! ...... 9.3!of.2).83= Ps 103:4 
the springsiof Wan iacieand asp vee Prov 4:23 
way of tand? death... .. Oa-2ee). ak Jer 21:8 
toreverlastineylSkust watton -kelstt oats Dan 12:2 
take mya tnom ame) ¢pautescaa at aes. Jon 4:3 
WOIried about YouMlescarat afk cans. Matt 6:25 
lOSeStnISIMOMINI Vr 5s ee ae Matt 16:25 
His lasransomror.s <: 42.44. ee cs Matt 20:28 
founheriteternalil .......... uausas Mark 10:17 
MISAMLORE Nam LOOG) si... 6 eee Luke 12:23 
Dutbaveretermmall sereter cnt ccc ects John 3:16 
OULOMGeatMIItONMm et on ee ae John 5:24 
Pann themread- Of" sen cc oe John 6:35 
RAV S "COWS et et. en we John 10:11 
PEesumechiOn ands Leo oka eas John 11:25 
CUUIIATICNUMGt Muses es eM aren, Se ees ee John 14:6 
LAVECO WINS TOW 5 hs. tee ek ar ees John 15:13 
walk in newness of 147... 0 eee on. Rom 6:4 
the/Spirit gives bn... 2% .w.n beste 2 Cor 3:6 
Christ} who is our ls)... - eae PR Col 3:4 
an undisciplined: ss. ...% 4 fee 2 Thess 3:1 
FECEIVE:..CLOWD OF) «nee. tee James 1:12 
lay down our I-ves ............... 1 John 3:16 
book of 1 of the lambysiss.a8.ae10 (i Rev 13:8 
LIGHT brightness, lamp 
PGUTHERE DEN sca ane lag STR ia Gen 1:3 
SKA CIMA NID eee ooo ois as pasopech oe hee Ex 10:23 
NV OMURCRWACKEGEs. y.aicrrt 2h cee eicrs oe eacdse: Job 18:5 
PORDAS HIV LS Se Oe oes Se BOS so eptena aegt Ps 27:1 
Andraitewny Path... ceo 6 Louenbys Ps 119:10. 
LiKe thelordawn . 3... 045... sete ceie Prov 4:18 
Walkim the WOPthe <2 2.5 c.0c.5000 0 une eee Is 2:5 
VOUMUMASICOMCucr c 4 hcac sto. neniemkern Is 60:1 
STATS TOM MDW POI O te te es coo. ssc yearns Jer 31:35 
HUCMMONTMEWOLLG ss eet cee nee carne Matt 5:14 
body willipertmllotl .... chen eens nee Matt 6:22 
Lrofrevelation tons? 228 heey, Luke 2:32 
There was the truel .............005 John 1:9 
MAME Leics. aoe eek at ohn eds John 8:12 
WOT OUNNAVE: Li. ntsc otros aes John 12:35 
f OPUNEISOSPEL! Ae hore enenshevaratevere ved 2 Cor 4:4 
walk asichildren-oris ... PR OU. es Eph 5:8 
AUIOHOL Ss. 6 4.0 ou Leelee fen James 1:17 
HAVEL I THC Dis oo, oc a: oshoretd ens ae 1 John 1:7 


LORD personal name of God 

Old Testament 

Different Hebrew words are translated as Lord 

Lorp (Yahweh) , Gen 4:1; Ex 3:2,15; Ps 23:1; Is 
40:31; Ezek 11:23 

Lord Gop (Adonai Yahweh) , Gen 15:2; 2 Sam 
7:18,19; Is 1:24; Ezek 28:6; Hab 3:19 

Lorp God (Yahweh Elohim), Gen 2:4; Ps 59:5; 
68:18; Jer 15:16; Jon 1:9 

Lord (Adonai), Gen 18:27; Ex 4:10; Josh 3:11; 
Ps 68:19; Mic 4:13 


LOSE 


Lorp Gop (Yah Yahweh), Is 12:2 

New Testament 

Different Greek words are translated as Lord 

Lord (Kyrios, refers to either the Father or the 
Son), Matt 1:20; John 11:2; Acts 5:19; 2 Cor 
5:6; 1 Thess 4:16 

Lord (Despotes, refers to the Father), Luke 
2:29; Acts 4:24; Rev 6:10 

Lord God (Kyrios Theos, refers to either the 
Father or the Son), Luke 1:32; Rev 
1:8;11:17;16:7;18:8 

Lord Jesus (Kyrios Iesous), Mark 16:19; Luke 
24:3; Acts 4:33; 7:59 

Lord Jesus Christ (Kyrios Iesous Christos), 
Acts 15:26; Rom 1:7;5:1; 1 Cor 1:10; Eph 
1:2,3; 1 Thess 5:9; James 2:1 


LOSE mislay, suffer loss 


GOOG COULACC ites sat ieee PAA ab on apy? 
lost their confidence ............... Neh 6:16 
SEATS RENGI bate cee tetae cece cane eames Joel 2:10 
LUST WT Mit ge ete ec mew pa ee Matt 10:39 
that,which’ was lost... pasty: Matt 18:11 
AMR DIS EW ALC ie ees ot en eee on Mark 9:41 
wnoeverles MIS life = .0.0-.6.se¥ aaa Luke 9:24 
LOSS damage, what is lost 

MmIShENOLSUULeL | nc osc chee Ae Dan 6:2 
damage and great] ...... hv snes om Acts 27:10 
mighénetisuifer |... 6... 2.Lbemtate 2 Cor 7:9 
all thingsto belo. . cic... Ito Phil 3:8 
LOST (adj) missing, ruined 

likerarlisheep aoc. 8 eWen.c ane nee Ps 119:176 
have become! sheep .............0.0,. Jer 50:6 
Sheep MOL IStaehs wacgncanns ane A oe Matt 10:6 
TD ERWINCIS. LRG. «+ x.rcncassarcncrsncacres UA Mark 2:22 
LOST (n) without God 

Fwillseek*the lsc. d.245, JS mM Ezek 34:16 
Seneoniytothe: Ie tee ee eee Matt 15:24 
LOT 


nephew of Abraham, Gen 12:5;19:15,36 


LOVE (n) compassion, devotion 


Bcoversiall ak. (enaty: « «kc. Sarees aes Prov 10:12 
miunchanging lt... ....se ce. oe Ne Mic 7:18 
vill growicoldiias ois .ows,. «4. overt Matt 24:12 
abiderniMiyil ui. ashe eyo oe John 15:10 
Gfeater | has noyone .... .2 is ae1bis John 15:13 
demonstrates Hiss) ...5. 60.0202 Rom 5:8 
Separateus fom... ...5.4 anid Rom 8:39 
Ledifiestis rar sath deicéccnds nc ead 1 Cor 8:1 
Lis:Kind:.s cuentas) ta seondasas: 1 Cor 13:4 
Punsuell tee hata dco oa eeoaY 1 Cor 14:1 
hof.Christcontrols 218 ebiew, wards 2 Cor 5:14 
through I serve one................. Gal 5:13 
fruits ete cecne. cee ee Gal 5:22 
speaking. struthin tow isnehaA) Eph 4:15 
] of money is a'root .. 4...) 32.2). 1 Tim 6:10 
forlis from:Godv. {wisold sean), 1 John 4:7 
GOdiSl ecko nae Bl OU SO 1 John 4:16 
I casts outifeart: eA. WESi nen Aol 1 John 4:18 
havelett:yourtfirst] ....) 2.0001 21 Rev 2:4 


MAJESTY 


LOVE (v) 

whol Me and keep My .............. Ex 20:6 
LYOURIMEIGNDOL AS: .2...s.. econo OTB Lev 19:18 
hthessorpivouriGod - vaccine Deut 6:5 
the orp I-d Israel .... sagnurwnl 2 1 Kin 10:9 
TiYour testimonies.......... 110.2! Ps 119:119 
Lorp Il-s He reproves ..........0... Prov 3:12 
friend l-s‘atvallay.. es oe ee Prov 17:17 
Do not! sleep’. wal suconliw., Jowell ¢ Prov 20:13 
AStimment0 Weg SHAM seduce sorsessvantesre AOI Eccl 3:8 
Haterevils I: goOd {11.25.00 eueniada Amos 5:15 
donotiliperiuryiiios. ....... een iV Zech 8:17 
Lyourvenemiesit Wait ie o.cks sade ts Matt 5:44 
lito‘standtandiprav Cece. eee Matt 6:5 
God so I-d the world.........0.0.0.. John 3:16 
you ] one: another: Hal ss wie Ac John 13:34 
I-s a cheerful giver........... CLG 2 Cor 9:7 
Husbandssltewives’ 7... ss04sossce ok Eph 5:25 
Do noplithesworld reese 1 John 2:15 
whom I 1, I reprove ....5.00.00... 000.8 Rev 3:19 
LOVINGKINDNESS compassion 
Histisuponiisraelas..en eee aon eee Ezra 3:11 
abundantinfliand .. 4.0. ..5..3ia-Gbe Ps 86:15 
singtofthelofithe: 2.......... 29700 WEBi... Ps 89:1 
Byillanditruthhien.....2.... dewore.ead Prov 16:6 
with-everlasting il) .....0s 0.0.0. Gagne 4 Is 54:8 
LOYALTY faithfulness 

ISAHiswyotitel . 3. oes conc TAO 2 Sam 16:17 
proclaims hisownl .......0...2 00% Prov 20:6 
Mdelightlinle f... oo... .. Hoehne DBE Hos 6:6 


LUKE 

associate of Paul, 2 Tim 4:11; Philem 24 
author of Luke and Acts, Luke 1:1; Acts 1:1 
physician, Col 4:14 


LUST sexual desire 


looks at...woman with! ..........., Matt 5:28 

from youthfulll-s,...........aniwin 2 Tim 2:22 

You Tandido notusement..:4...... James 4:2 

Voftheeyesie Llos. ..4.0. Bollanile 1 John 2:16 
M 

MAGDALENE 

Mary, Matt 27:56,61 


from village of Magdala, Mark 15:40,47: John 
20:1,18 


MAGI 
wise men from Persia who visited Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph, Matt 2:1,7,16 


MAJESTIC dignified, grand 


Who is like You,m ................. Ex 15:11 
WItIHISIM VOICE /......cceee. cree HAMIG HS Job 37:4 
How mis Your name ......oy.ai. be ces Ps 8:1 
Mheyjaréthe m.ones .......... #110 Tan Ps 16:3 
MUISHAISAWOLK.. ......-sererersvacecs 1 TOL DOD Ps 111:3 
by. theIM.Glory ticc.o... fired 2 Pet 1:17 
MAJESTY grandeur 

Aréund.God is...m. .......... Aos008.an Job 37:22 
He‘is clothed withim ........ ler!) siiwemll Ps 93:1 


MAKER 


nghtthand of theM .......coliaitions Heb 1:3 
Revileiarigelic m-ies 5.........<. 88 SUOS Jude 8 
MAKER creator 

Where is God my M .... 20. eb cc... Job 35:10 
Kmeebbefore..cour M.......... 0600060 atte Ps 95:6 
ieorheavenand, .......... Bile Ps 115:15 
Rihe Lorb, am the.m.............. basywoo0 Is 44:24 
MALICE evil, mischief 

perceived theirm. .........0.. ShiS8 Matt 22:18 
feaverof mand ........... MkGK RUE 2 1 Cor 5:8 
WHET IN , SANGO, «0: 0: oc. 0:5: oro Sen ADE Col 3:8 
muneaside allm «5... cee ween ek 1 Pet 2:1 
MALICIOUS harmful, spiteful 

foe amiwitness ............. 0&0! Ex 23:1 
MUECOSSIDS, without . V.cbat sina 2 Tim 3:3 
MAN male 

make min Our image .....:........ Gen 1:26 
God formed m of dust........ .42..) Sac Gen 2:7 
Bushathem of God......... 28 dw: 2 Kin 5:8 
mis born for trouble ...... Seni beat Job 5:7 
plessedis them............. Ment anote os | Psa li 
mais;asmere’ breath .. «0.4.6. 2 0eeens ot Ps 39:11 
fighteous m hates ...... s1ooe.9lewk Prov 13:5 
Wallam tob.God............ mud. he- Mal 3:8 
Weht.vbefore men .............0i81 Matt 5:16 
PISIPCRSVOL INEM: ......,.-0.0r0:0c0c0.000 LOOSE Mark 1:17 
BopvathifOrm,...........QSmnoe Mark 2:27 
AICI MILO. CNLET 0. .s<occus-osceasovecorosoAM ett Mark 10:25 
maratlod MUDTOMtCd . 2... ..25..0s 0 Luke 9:25 
am, sent from Godan to fase Lh John 1:6 
How canambeborn............... John 3:4 
amlonMatedonia............9mtiG: Acts 16:9 
throughrone m sin ......:..... 80% Rom 5:12 
asusicommontom........ anos: 1 Cor 10:13 
winen Lbecameam :...5i..008.5: Cor i32tt 
mi. leave his father’ ......'. |. Zoey. Eph 5:31 
MANGER feeding trough 

SHEE AT VOULIN. |.....,.c0s:0:00-. BE DYIQIS Job 39:9 
eeeMnS CLEAN: |...-..6:3-2.80.00 80 FOR Prov 14:4 
Faiceeenmiitia'm | o.oo dR Te Luke 2:7 


MARK, JOHN 

author of Gospel of Mark 

accompanied Paul and Barnabas, Acts 13:5;15:37 
cousin of Barnabas, Col 4:10 


MARRIAGE wedlock 

aumralliance With! . 2... 6. cena 5k 1 Kin 3:1 
morare given inm Ql-c:5 24 awe: Matt 22:30 
Mis to be heldinhonor ............ Heb 13:4 
msupper of the Lamb ......:....-..0.Glth.% Rev 19:9 
MARRY join in wedlock 

m-ied foreign wives .............. Ezra 10:10 
m-ies a divorced) <VOS.%5 .2iram Diet Matt 5:32 
better not tom . 2)i:SE7E8:6 ten. as Matt 19:10 
neither nmrnor are’ an. hutch lls. Mark 12:25 
m-ied womanis bound ............. Rom 7:2 
etter tO CHAN LO sch arcuate ee tees 1 Cor 7:9 


MARTHA 
sister of Lazarus and Mary, John 11:1,5 
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MERCY 


MARY 

1 mother of Jesus, Matt 1: 16: 

2 Mary Magdalene, Matt 27:56; Mark 15:40 

3 mother of James and Joseph, Matt 27:56; 
Mark 16:1 

4 sister of Martha and Lazarus, John 11:1 

5 mother of Mark, Acts 12:12 

6 wife of Clopas, John 19:25 

7 Roman believer, Rom 16:6 


MASTER lord, ruler 

GodofamyAbraham ........ tient Gen 24:12 
m shall pierce his ear. . J£:3 face. 20n! Ex 21:6 
canServe two MS=:6 fae). o8oy) $048! Matt 6:24 
death novongern ism ran ssa cen cee Rom 6:9 
sinshall not beams i...s-ree- cingee 6 ane Rom 6:14 
obedient tos:your M=-s) \ oi). ot. weer pe. Eph 6:5 
asMINnGheaVien a tecaly:-cs.c- once eae Col 4:1 


MATTHEW 
tax-gatherer, Matt 9:9;10:3 
apostle, Matt 10:3; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13 


MATURE full grown or stable 


CHENIN E MOT ae caconeee sec cieeeek Mark 4:28 
those who are m ULF. .1acd ).d86 Jo. 1 Cor 2:6 
your thinking bem .............. 1 Cor 14:20 
foodssiormthe Meo c.om coe ee Heb 5:14 
MATURITY ripeness, adulthood 

brine ne fruit'to m |.:.).....)... $a ke Luke 8:14 
letus press on to m’%...,..5...5... S..aE ka Heb 6:1 
MEDITATE ponder 

ISAAC wWentout LOM een eee Gen 24:63 
His law he m-s day ....... .isgiswen. 7 Ps 1:2 
MG YOU NEAT oscseceiccsnecs MUO RAE Ps 4:4 
Rnronvominithe....... . baw. sibs Ps 63:6 
MEDITATION deep reflection 

m2Be acceptable ............¢.. Ste Ps 19:14 
m be pleasing to Him .......s..00.. Ps 104:34 
my mall the day. ......... 200.2014 Ps 119:97 
MEDIUM summons spirits 

WOtHUMUTO, MHS .OF vw we wren HSA Lev 19:31 
thiibe!putto/ death! .......-6.c0.0 Bok a. Lev 20:27 
PMAOLIASDIVIISE 6 5.5 ono 2 BROAN Deut 18:11 
woman whoisam............... 1 Sam 28:7 
WIE TESOFt £0:..MNES «0.0: MBO Is 19:3 
MEEKNESS gentleness 

Cause of truth andsm—-%....... 10 BIAGhh eg Ps 45:4 
intandbiof:Christ, ........ VIEWIORR 2 Cor 10:1 
MERCIFUL compassionate 

God miand.gracious:......aivial Jeaine Ps 86:15 
THE WORD 1S2ANG M065 os» AULT Ps 145:8 
THE MU MAN. ..LOO . vero. scecorersnare AMPA Prov 11:17 
BiSSSEd. ALE the M0 6... o:05:0: op 000: 00 ANE ENE TRE Matt 5:7 
AsvyotusFatheris m..... 6... Wt. 2 Luke 6:36 
fitoimestie sinner. ..... 0. tft aa6. Luke 18:13 
MERCY compassion 

Great are Your m-ies.............. Ps 119:156 
in His m He redeemed......2..00.0... Is 63:9 
PHMOUNEDOOLH ds onc co wn ee oe 5 Dan 4:27 


MESSIAH 

thesorphanviindsimiseis). de tsa oolerae Hos 14:3 
they shall receive mM: . 20). .0.098 es Matt 5:7 
tender-m,ofiour God t..elh. saline Luke 1:78 
monwhomIhavem .............. Rom 9:15 
by the m-ies of God ............... Rom 12:1 
God, beingrichinm .........: 00.0.0. Eph 2:4 
MESSIAH 


anointed one, Dan 9:25,26; John 1:41;4:25 
Greek: Christ 


METHUSELAH 
son of Enoch, Gen 5:21 
grandfather of Noah, Gen 5:25ff 


MICHAEL 
1 an archangel, Dan 10:21;12:1; Jude 9; Rev 
1297. 


2 Jehoshaphat’s son, 2 Chr 21:2 
prince of Judah 

3 army captain, 1 Chr 12:20 

4 line of Gershom, I Chr 6:40 
name of seven other people 


MICHAL 
daughter of Saul, 1 Sam 18:20 
David’s wife, 1 Sam 19:11 


MIGHT strength 

my firstborn; Mym ................ Gen 49:3 
and! with all your.m .............. 2 ot 20re. Deut 6:5 
Wat EG Gare, LIM... sceisuewoxscone ME DRA Se Job 12:13 
INOWDYADIN OF DY) 45, 5. aie ee Zech 4:6 
Strength:of. His mM... -.isnrs.. ASO EL Eph 1:19 
MIGHTY powerful 

Arm unteGPelOLe occ. asicre cc LIROMES Gen 10:9 
micawesome,God ............ ain it Deut 10:17 
IN MED OL Val ORa 6.600 4.05.ese e 1 Chr 12:8 
The.Lorp m.in battleings wa.cesh YLOQITA Ps 24:8 
amiking willrule...)....0..... @iGmaeeoe. Is 19:4 
min the Scriptures ...../.0/.45.40. Acts 18:24 
theimihand'of,God........25. 468 snr. 1 Pet 5:6 
MINISTER (n) one who serves 

m-s beforethesark soe. i.e Ae 1 Chr 16:4 
SDOKenFOL, GSM=S, ......,.,..-..0.— #ASa Oe ee Is 61:6 
a miandtdiwitness .:...4.0.0oeRiia Acts 26:16 
amhonGhnist Jesus. ...... 9A ae Rom 15:16 
iS(CHrist Hhen A.M. ....s0:5..:.0 8 ah SE Gal 2:17 
DiwWassMad Qa scc.<cececscscsceuse. cove Eph 3:7 
faithful min the ..:>....u-ee0inee Bee Eph 6:21 
Hisim=s aflame of:.............af.08 20a Heb 1:7 
amunithésanctuary............7239.). Heb 8:2 


MINISTER (v) give help, serve 
to mékas‘priest to Me ... ...eucinare bre Ex 28:1 


the:boyim-ed.to ..............0%! DIER..2 1 Sam 2:11 
HOUStanGd4OM ei vvasvcisicrscscce OR. 1 Kin 8:11 
tomhe WORD TOM... 000. nS) See Is 56:6 
angelsiwerem-ing ........@§ ei ash! Mark 1:13 
followsHim:andm ....... inne Mark 15:41 
MINISTRY service 

He beganHism......... estes Luke 3:23 
to the m of the word ................ Acts 6:4 
MOL GMeISDITitpet to. 2 oc ee ONO 2 Cor 3:8 


MOTHER 


m of reconciliation Co 
fulfillivyout.m beeen. ita...» AS-i SUS 2 Tim 4:5 
a more excellent m 


MIRACLE supernatural event 


WOE RE UNrsscato 6 x aoa a ee TO SRO Ex 7:9 
Ewillpetformim-s...........B8.0e% Ex 34:10 
m-s;had occurred ............ {7-981 228 # Matt 11:21 
Hejcouldidomoumip sree cee Mark 6:5 
performamin My .... tions. tay: Mark 9:39 
this:imofihealing ...........%.. st satin Acts 4:22 
works m-S among you ...........5.05 Gal 3:5 
WONnders aNd...MFS .........00.5 05 LROMB Heb 2:4 


MIRIAM 

1 sister of Moses and Aaron, Ex 15:20; Num 
12:4,10;20:1 

2 line of Ezrah, 1 Chr 4:17 


MISTREAT treat badly, wrong 


notinvsthe stranger .... ©@seu a mu: Jer 22:3 
slaves...m-ed them .....0......0... Matt 22:6 
prayifor..who.,m;......-. D022 10 St: Luke 6:28 
mocked and m-ed ............... Luke 18:32 
mand.to,stonethem ..........:.....& Be: Acts 14:5 
MOCK ridicule, scorn 

Jadssim-ed Wim, .. 2... wn ww OED 2 Kin 2:23 
BOO SMA SIN 15 sows x0 eles « TEAL SIO Prov 14:9 
WhO. MH=StNE POOL .........00..00,00000. SER Prov 17:5 
soldiersialso.m=-ed. ...........%% 10 Luke 23:36 
GOd is MovM-ed .........6.60.cecesaree IIIS OH Gal 6:7 
MOCKERY object of ridicule 

am of the Egyptians ...........0.4.. Ex 10:2 
Inadeam of. Me, ¢ ./. ns... § cic BlD ae Num 22:29 
Aa MBOfjustice.<.\.4. 2... +206 . felt a Prov 19:28 
mM dndiinsinuations........iiS).:one Hab 2:6 
MONEY currency 

takedoublewthem\ 7.) oeeereee Gen 43:12 
notisellherform ...Sayoxt aathast Deut 21:14 
time Comeceive M.......-.6:..cen. ALTA 2 Kin 5:26 
lovesvmi Will not De. ......1..0c00.+ CBOE Eccl 5:10 
no:miin their belt ...4........%S.2t Mark 6:8 
mihinkthe ban keseetee ee eee Luke 19:23 
loyeofmiisjaroot ............ Apt! 1 Tim 6:10 
MORALS principles 

Bads.goodm ....0! 5. (0 .eRdenss 1 Cor 15:33 
MOSES 

birth, Ex 2:1-3 

in Pharaoh’s care, Ex 2:5-10 

killed an Egyptian, Ex 2:11,12 

exiled, Ex 2:15 

called by God, Ex 3:1-22 

opposed Pharaoh, Ex 5:11 

crossed Red Sea, Ex 14 

Ten Commandments, Ex 20:1-18 

saw Canaan, Deut 3:23ff:34:1ff 

death, Deut 31:14;34:5 

MOTHER 

leaveran duhis'inie presse pa eters Gen 2:24 
m ofallithelivinge,....a...-5005 Gen 3:20 


Honor..and yourm 8M bas.cincse | Ex 20:12 


MOTIVES. 


Praneecormicin”., Vaan. La. hack ss aed Prov 10:1 
Contend with yourm.........:...... Hos 2:2 
When‘His m Mary...... .airgegenve. Matt 1:18 
Makessand HIS .....0<. 0.642. cece Matt 2:13 
WwhousiMy me... satedraawenoo ah Matt 12:48 
HOHOWYOUL: WIM. ..,......000:cre00 00 SL LET Matt 19:19 
Benoldpyour Mi. ... 0. ew... LUIOW S John 19:27 
MOTIVES attitudes, intentions 
Lorp weighs them ........ 00.5.0 Prov 16:2 
MESCIOSE THOUMIOE 0 bcs con ccc ces 1 Cor 4:5 
thanifrom pure mens9y79 ewe Ma Phil 1:17 
gudges: with evil m ....5... BeP.Aal Mm James 2:4 
ask with wrongm..........0.0000, James 4:3 
MOURN grieve, lament 
mnermiatheriand ... 6.5 ec ence ce one Deut 21:13 
MAVIGIM=CAcSON. 2... 266s. e ee 2 Sam 13:37 
PEUMGTO NM. sorrow ee Oe PO US! Eccl 3:4 
earth m-s and withers ................ Is 24:4 
comfort ‘all whom: «....0..0.4 225.4°.9 © Is 61:2 
BCSSCO 5. WHOM wees. chee Se Baw kde Matt 5:4 
Shallimiand Weep... . Acces ce ees Luke 6:25 
- Bemiserableandm............... James 4:9 
MOUTH 
Moca de Man's iM. a.tes.t.0: ore ee Ex 4:11 
MBCONGEMNS YOU. tt... tm ees Job 15:6 
Bmonmtinerm of infants: 7.05 ses Ps 8:2 
Retine:words'of my Mev... ke Ps 19:14 
MaPRESSITtS NS TUIN” fn%, 2 ote ee as Prov 18:7 
OPE IS LOVELY Poin ete ao ee Song 4:3 
OutOrthem of God\s. \c45 base coe Matt 4:4 
oniess withivyourM .......0..-..+. Rom 10:9 
MURDER premeditated killing 
MeSH AtNOtWING ss: YIe8 . aca ee sss ope Ex 20:13 
WVHOeVEr, COMMITS Moco. -cocs sere noes Matt 5:21 
MI-CUtHE PrOphelS 22... . ae ts were Matt 23:31 
TL CEE GION ZI C1 Sie en Rom 1:29 
MURDERER killer 
MPSHALL DE DULE TO J siiscrce Wie © oe oprgine Num 35:30 
Mi from. beginning . «wpe ce ns pews John 8:44 
MSHIVAT 1S:A) Mad 5s, su. age apt ter eoersae Acts 28:4 
mom hasieternal «oo. kes gee ee 1 John 3:15 
N 
NABOTH 


owner of a vineyard taken by Ahab, | Kin 21:1- 
19 


NAIVE simple, not suspicious 


prucence-to then ......... 4a) queals 4 Prov 1:4 
n believes everything ............. Prov 14:15 
then becomes wise ............55 Prov 21:11 
BOGSIASHCAY OLAS oo gare o wane «ied ,. Ezek 45:20 
NAOMI 


woman of Bethlehem, Ruth 1:1 
Ruth’s mother-in-law, Ruth 1:4,6 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR 
king of Babylon, 2 Kin 24:1,10 
captured Judah, 1 Chr 6:15; Ezra 2:1 


NOAH 
NEED necessity, obligation 
Sufficient for his n. ............ di. eanelsock Deut 15:8 
ministered to...n-S .........0... uh ¢ o.. Acts 20:34 
n-siofthe saints. ........... 89 of. 2 Cor 9:12 
Supplyallivourn-s) wet eee Phil 4:19 
NEEDY destitute, poor 
to your n and poor . .7eieelicue A. Deut 15:11 
a fathesto the nye... 0+ RGIMOS OF Job 29:16 
n will not always be ..........000004., Ps 9:18 
the‘Lorp:hears then. ........ 990 9 Ps 69:33 
newill HE down in... ..644.. AUB Oo Is 14:30 
NEGLECT disregard, ignore 
You n-ed the Rock «0.8.0.0 002... Deut 32:18 
who n-s discipline ................ Prov 15:32 
nso great asalvation ............... Heb 2:3 
n to show hospitality ............... Heb 13:2 
do notn doing good .............. Heb 13:16 
NEHEMIAH 
1 Jewish exile, Ezra 2:2; Neh 7:7 
2 son of Azbuk, Neh 3:16 
3 son of Hacaliah, Neh 1:1 
rebuilt walls, Neh 3:1ff 
governor of Jerusalem, Neh 8:9 
NEIGHBOR one living nearby 
AOUGOVE Ts Ma SiWLes sc as cls ce or cia ns ths Ex 20:17 
SIAL LOVE RV OUEGMN (35,0 cess. ec scercncs caer tare Lev 19:18 
MaKe VOULN-SIGHNK 05 sss ae arcs ace Hab 2:15 
LOVES OUTTA pats sh cs rors Sareea Matt 5:43 
ANG NOMS INV tess. 5 «cies oroteeene tora Luke 10:29 
TV Cay OUNGMEA SRP. socunteyinctovens 6:5 + aga onto Gal 5:14 
NEW fresh, recent 
NOUNS MUNGEr TNE oc. 2. aw an cashes Eccl 1:9 
Willgainmstreneth ........ . nrctrenstre tee Is 40:31 
AMISDIUAEWILNIN: 5 4 sv. «ao aiveagmege dees Ezek 11:19 
BAAR CMIIO-OLUs, & sercvig boat tets + « eee Mark 2:22 
APMCODIMANGMENE 6... «oc. ivscs eptqepe John 13:34 
PETS CLEATULE sin... oss + opepraets « ACOnou, 
AMANGIIVINE WAV)...» > carislsnreinsnhs Heb 10:20 
MAKINSVAILTAINGS MN... ocym terest ean Rev 21:5 
NEWNESS freshness 
Wali eR OP MTC. jac os, suecepa,e Sy hee Rom 6:4 
Mmatohehe Spirith ad... 2000 taped. ee Rom 7:6 
NEWS report, tidings 
aldayiofGood N. .4..0.. Aaah a 600 2 Kin 7:9 
Good nputs fation 7... . . 0.mLciite Prov 15:30 
theiraboutJesus, ...535-.05 0 sOR tds Matt 14:1 
WAbOUuHImM Spread. ....,....-.-.6.-0knts £ Mark 1:28 
MOL SVECMAOV. occa aca earyn MO Luke 2:10 


bring good nof good ............. Rom 10:15 
n of your faith 


NOAH 

1 son of Lamech, Gen 5:28,29 

father of Shem, Ham, Japheth, Gen 5:32 

built an ark, Gen 6:14-22 

saved from Flood, Gen 6:9;7:15;8:1;8:13 

promised by God, Gen 9:9-17 

2 daughter of Zelophehad, Num 
26:33;27:1;36:11 


NOURISH 
NOURISH feed, sustain 
n-es and cherishesit ...........0... Eph 5:29 
COnSLAHELY N=Ed ONG. .ccy-ter.20. St. ANP 1 Tim 4:6 
she would be n-ed .............5.... Rev 12:6 
O 
OBEDIENCE submission 
the o of the peoples ..........:.... Gen 49:10 
pretend o tome |... vos 5 Bee 2 Sam 22:45 
thefoofithe One ..:.,....aefh sonar Rom 5:19 
leading too of faith .............. Rom 16:26 
IV OLO THE tLUtIe wk. ee eee ee 1 Pet 1:22 
OBEDIENT willing to obey 
Wie WHID CLO) ocscncteici cio custo che MEA: Ex 24:7 
o-fronrihe heart 2%, : 4 japectea Rom 6:17 
o.tarthers. death: as... san watypatiatiweadten Phil 2:8 
Childrenibe 0 tose, 2. V4 RAK nectoh. Col 3:2 
OBEY follow commands, orders 
have o-ed My voice .........:..... Gen 22:18 
o My voice and keep ................ Ex 19:5 
othe LorD your Godly. sets ean. Deut 27:10 
too better than... sate eee 1 Sam 15:22 
OAnEMHis\ Wordss.d. VITA Jepsen ced hes, Ps 103:20 
and thesearo) Himesh head cece Matt 8:27 
o.Godratherithangs. 4 ae eee Acts 5:29 
OVOULDALENISAM, =... oc co wochaneie cn Eph 6:1 
QOWour leaders tet. wae. eee Heb 13:17 
CONG JESTISICNTISH. OP.c cnc an Nee 1 Pet 1:2 
OBLIGATION duty 
GVOWaEd TheWORD ove oe Num 32:22 
TODS dal LVO=G aerate ne eee 2 Chr 31:16 
under 0, mMOUtOtHE! ...5..00.56) et Rom 8:12 
Oto. Keep ithe Daw. .0...ct eee Gal 5:3 
OLD aged, obsolete 
Diged-atanoragerte s+ 610.41 eae Gen 15:15 
TOO;O'tOTN ave ee a ee Ruth 1:12 
NOnOHOL oO mMenwes 254565 eee Prov 20:29 
Omen will'dream +... 404 2 )4/e38 Joel 2:28 
Wine into o wineskins ............. Matt 9:17 
be born whenheiso ............... John 3:4 
oselfiwas crucified ...4.-.... se, Rom 6:6 
o things passed away ............. 2 Cor 5:17 
MEN OMOZAINEd IW oe DU Heb 11:2 
Serpentof On: devil’... .2020c. tue & Rev 12:9 
ONE single unit 
shall become o flesh................ Gen 2:24 
GodHeWORD iSO ..x+ «v1 fe RU Deut 6:4 
HolyiO-6f Israel e3 0). ..0.4.. BUS We Ps 71:22 
HISICHOSEN 05S t.s.s00.sr002-.. BAS Ps 105:6 
Areyvouithe Ome Meus were) lol Matt 11:3 
Joys.Overorsinnen.. ......008 10 Hp Luke 15:7 
Tee Fathe i Ate! O06). scivsscvavcesesvseseacavare HEE John 10:30 
thevamay allie Omns = penton John 17:21 
O.DodyiiniChristls..0s see eee Rom 12:5 
Oldied for allt: MMPS Be T. aotk sqegae 2 Cor 5:1 
o Lord, faith tanned. cast) conde Eph 4:5 
0 God...o mediator .. S&.81-8 aon oe 1 Tim 2:5 
husbandiof o'wifé?:.. 8 nsf) bonis 1 Tim 3:2 
OUTCAST rejected 
The O*S'OL-ISTael «esc cnctcevnssse es AAAS Ps 147:2 


PASSOVER 


He thevo=St VATION, 0... ass 3 sare ee SEL REE Is 16:3 
callediyou'an.o.....:... S81 7eOy. adi Jer 30:17 
o-s from...synagogue ...........05. John 16:2 
OVERCOME conquer, master 
@ MANOMWATH WINE «0.61.11. 01 05-02 AER. SENIED Jer 23:9 
Whaveroithe world: <<: 052508h ie John 16:3 
butiolevilwith’So0d\).5.. 29sec see Rom 12:21 
have o the evil ones i554). 20lui eds 1 John 2:13 
who o-s will inherit ................ Rev 21:7 
OVERWHELM crush, overcome 
humiliation has o-ed ............... Ps 44:15 
darknessiwillo me_...vs... mxunow Ps 139:11 
MysSPInit was O-ed'==.... 6). see Ps 142:3 
0-ed by. ZSOrroW5S. 2 steer ee 2 Cork 
OWE be indebted 
RayawiatsyOulOm sess as Matt 18:28 
O nothing to anyone............... Rom 13:8 
thay¥youlotOmeaeel .- a: sanpaeeee Philem 1 
P 
PAIN discomfort, hurt 
MUNDO VOICI) coanonancaadogonoodos Gen 3:16 
P35 \CameCumpOneherom... .... 005 ee 1 Sam 4:19 
KEJOICEMN-UNSPALINS Diss ero eee Job 6:10 
LESION OUT Dikwnee-+¥.0 ney eee Is 14:3 
YOurpas incurable: oo... aes Jer 30:15 
DEINE HO mMYy!SOUll Ku. -.4.7. on nee ae Lam 3:51 
DOMOUSETHIDOMD? sp crassa cace recep eG Rev 21:4 


PAINFUL hurting 
D/akhOneStewOrds ene ene Job 6:25 
SH hamden Psi 


PARADISE 
abode of the righteous dead, Luke 23:43: 2 Cor 
12:4; Rev 2:7 


PARDON forgive, release 


he willnotp your .........) 28 oe Ex'23:21 
May-the:LorD pot. ws see ee os 2 Chr 30:18 
OLorp;P my iniquity :::, si aI Ps 25:11 
He'willabundantly p ;.: 2.2. Sui Is 55:7 
p; and’ yourwillibe . 4.22422... 2 Luke 6:3 
PARENTS father and mother 

LaEXS WD GOAMIGE) eo osoancsnanasan., Matt 10:21 
IE MOUSS OG IN cacrooonsosneueeo. Luke 18:29 
evil, disobedient top .............. Rom 1:30 
Children; obey yourp).)... 2s Eph 6:1 
disobedientitopiaeies een cee 2 Lims2 
PASSION desire, lust 

Pis‘rottenness to’.4..24.. RAUivieys Prov 14:30 
over to degrading p-s .............. Rom 1:26 
flesh withats:p-S. 5: 44...., e010 481 Gal 5:24 
dead tompasen, Px. Url lB ies Col 3:5 
HoOWinAUstinl peewee eee ee 1 Thess 4: 
PASSOVER 


Israel’s firstborn protected from the plague of 
death prior to the exodus from Egypt, Ex 
12:1-30 

Feast commemorating Israelite exodus and 


PASTORS 


~ protection from death, Ex 12:42,43; Lev 23:5; 
on 9:2,12,14; Matt 26:2,18; John 19:14; Acts 


PASTORS shepherds of people 


and SOMCIOS Disk. .c.5.50..P OVO NOD, Me Eph 4:11 
PATIENCE endurance 

(P57 TOV MO) 10015) 0 a er Is 7:13 
iap,in kindness . 2\'sOhe ous 2 Cor 6:6 
foveoy, peace, p 2222.22.54 Zi BOY Gal 5:22 
exhort, with greatp ...........-... 2 Tim 4:2 
eacure it withip's: 35332325. 22I0W et 1 Pet 2:20 
PATIENT bearing, enduring 

MONECUSID.LOVEISS . 3... GL. tee ae 1 Cor 13:4 
Bavnen wrongeds. te 2 Tim 2:24 
PIS DP LOW ATO oe aa. oo gc eauons oer 2 Pet 3:9 


PAUL 
heritage, Acts 21:39;22:3; Phil 3:5 
- persecuted believers, Acts 7:58;8:1,3;9:1,2; 1 
Cor 15:9 
~ conversion and call, Acts 9:1-19 
name changed, Acts 13:9 
~ Jerusalem council, Acts 15:2-6 
missionary journeys, Acts 13:1ff;15:36ff; 
18:23ff 


apostolic defense, Acts 11:5ff; Gal 1:13ff 
arrest and imprisonment, Acts 21:33;22:24- 
28:31 


defense, Acts 22: 1ff.24:1 0ff:25:10,11:26:2ff 
final journey to Rome, Acts 27,28 
see also SAUL 


PAY give what is due 
thief...p double, Ex 22:7 


BRCOUMAVIVOWS.... 2... 0 front feed 4a Ps 66:13 
Bapacwiwhiat YOU ..... + ore Jets Matt 18:28 
moevempmpack eVil oo... 6. sees eke Rom 12:17 
PPMEMMENAILY. « « «6.0.5.0 0.0.00 s eye ee 2 Thess 1:9 
PEACE calmness, tranquility 

Branton the land... ..«).. 606 0-0 4° Lev 26:6 
made p with David .............. 1 Chr 19:19 
Seek-p,.and pursue .....,.-07 @ Pash Ps 34:14 
forthe p of Jerusalem .............. Ps 122:6 
aiineripaths are p .;..,+,. sore fs Prov 3:17 
AMAT CH OL, Di sravce.dvoyesearyp euro DIG TUN Eccl 3:8 
PETIINCOUOL, Py oe ovssgouisu egok os ek oh 00s, 02% POMGIMMET Th LUNE Is 9:6 
PUKE TIVEL ooo ae oo vere dL QOS Is 66:12 
have withdrawn Myp............... Jer 16:5 
notcometobringp .............. Matt 10:34 
On earth;plamong................ GO. GeRet Luke 2:14 
PTleave with you ,..., foi). mabe. & John 14:27 
EMAVe, D»WithGOd, i... 6.. 2.0 cee Rom 5:1 
HOWE OVS ID: c+ secucnspere odo a ve QUSB TOME Ae Gal 5:22 
ReEWMSElL 1S OULD, ... +--+» Ci PSs Eph 2:14 
BERS OMIOL SD ous yousudae cle sect ne oe DEAL LOM Eph 6:15 
Biot God..surpasses.......q.Gh sane Phil 4:7 
Brnrough-the blood. ....-.-+--+ Gh i Col 1:20 
take p from the earth ...........0..55 Rev 6:4 
PEACEABLE ! 
POTUIGAD ALES LOI: 1. sor. tovesrere re voce ebb oraebe 1 Tim 3:3 


DOMDTCCIIC. sonia crac ese ne cree Qe Titus 3:2 


PETER 
PEACEMAKERS. 3 
Blessedsaregne py: ... cio ee Matt 5:9 
PENTECOST ) 


Jewish feast held 50 days after Passover, Acts 
20:16; 1 Cor 16:8 
coming of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:1 


PERCEIVE be aware, discern 


p-diall the wisdom|.............. sua 1 Kin 10:4 
LiSteningApiliEedO OUD)... ee Is 6:9 
P-ingsinvimselic.. 55 eee Mark 5:30 
pswith theiniheart (vicki jones Dalle John 12:40 
PERFECT (adj) flawless 

His workisp...:. wihitacges. Wain Deut 32:4 
lawsottheyeORDaSD .. cnc ccm cde ee Ps 19:7 
heavenly Father isp ........ £4¢.Woes Matt 5:48 
Dp bond Of unity 0) oh. sltisone 84 Col 3:14 
be piand completeias Rebt enol bt James 1:4 
p.love:casts. outed 23348. Jeuagnnes: 1 John 4:18 
PERFECTED completed 

is'p-insweakness al!isbul inte 2 Cor 12:9 
love iS pwith uS*.S Wald. isiit euest 1 John 4:17 
PERSECUTE afflict, oppress 

Whyrdosyoip: MeieM .fsinilosr. sue Job 19:22 
has p-d: my soulle {nial COPE ES eld Ps 143:3 
PraytOrnthosewhOID! 2. .ccee. octane Matt 5:44 
p you in one City .... NHlzeRGine. SUR Matt 10:23 
why are you p-ing Me............... Acts 9:4 
used towpithe church ..... wedi ton: Gal 1:13 
PERSECUTION oppression 
panises\becatise-of . 2... 2... a Mb. Mark 4:17 
PibeCanracainststhOiy porwsracieyorsia so. 6 Acts 8:1 
a Diagainst Paulie... cc. ao. NEROED Acts 13:50 
GISTESSOL, D5,0TF ste. nc sc 0 as a open ONES Rom 8:35 
PERSEVERANCE persistence 

DY-D In. Going. ZOO... .....0.0.0.0.6 CU VLE Rom 2:7 
THAD UMIAMONIDIINGS. PD. .csecc cree boone Rom 5:3 
for youtp and faith ............... fii & 2 Thess 1:4 
POMECISALIES: socisierecesssewnetece QRS AB EE Rev 14:12 
PERSUADE convince, prevail on 

aruler may be p-d .....0......0.. Prov 25:15 
FLVIREMLO MD SOCWSIADG, «5.05 5 oa wun ws Sees Acts 18:4 
P*SMEMTO WOFSHID «0.002» GE Acts 18:13 
VOuawall PME. ng aeuc ss. ne cn SAS Acts 26:28 
PERSUASIVE convincing 

p words of wisdom ..............465 1 Cor 2:4 
GElLUAEIVOU WIT. DP... .c ce oreces ote OVE LU Col 2:4 
PETER 


heritage and occupation, Matt 4:18; John 1:42,44 

called by Jesus, Matt 1:17; Mark 3:16; Luke 
5: 1ff 

names: Cephas, Simon, Matt 4:18; Mark 3:16; 
John 1:42; Acts 15:14 

walked on water, Matt 14:28ff 

confessed Jesus as Messiah, Matt 16:16; Luke 
9:20 

on mount of Transfiguration, Matt 17:1ff; Mark 
9:2ff 


PHARISEES 
denied Jesus, Matt 26:70; Mark 14:70; Luke 
22:58 


at Pentecost, Acts 2 
apostle of Christ, Gal 2:8; 1 Pet 1:1; 2 Pet 1:1 


PHARISEES 

Jewish religious party, Matt 3:7;23:13; Mark 
2:18;7:3; Luke 11:42;16:14; John 3:1;11:47 

owner of Onesimus, Philem 1 

friend of Paul 


PHILIP 
1 Herod Philip I, son of Herod the Great, Mark 
6:17 


see also HEROD 
2 Herod Philip II, son of Herod the Great, Luke 
3:1 


see also HEROD 

3 Philip the apostle, Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18; 
Luke 6:14; John 1:43ff; Acts 1:13 

4 Philip the evangelist, Acts 6:5;8:5,29;21:8 


PILATE, PONTIUS 

Roman governor of Judea, Matt 27:2; Luke 3:1 

presided at Jesus’ trial, Matt 27:11ff; Mark 
15:2ff; Luke 23:1ff; John 18:28-38 

warned by his wife, Matt 27:19 

orders Jesus’ crucifixion, Matt 27:24ff; Mark 
15:15; Luke 23:24,25; John 19:15,16 


PITY (v) have compassion 


shethadipon.him........ 3 2ei-g sy 3 Ex 2:6 
eye shall not pthem............... Deut 7:16 
Prmegpines Ono)... 40 ao Job 19:21 
take! p Oniusy.«....,.. AoleexInae MOLL Mark 9:22 
mosttoibep-led,............ /S2ue: 1 Cor 15:19 
PLEASE satisfy 

LEP Vousto, DlESSis.4 one edn, 2 Sam 7:29 
You'areip-diwithyme .............00e Ps 41:11 
Sacrifices..not p Him isisisy 4 JV ABEY Hos 9:4 
howiheimay.pyhis. 0.0.0... BOGE 2 1 Cor 7:33 
Prallemenwinvall es .coccas cess ens Me SBMS 1 Cor 10:33 
StHIVIME TOD AMEM ie siseecccer ae MALS BAS Gal 1:10 
to walksandw iGO gcse ceo Re 1 Thess 4:1 
LMPOSSID iON ets ss os.p as on ee Heb 11:6 
PLEASING agreeable, gratifying 

GLEE THAIS ID, Ai cos.o.occrns DOOD AOE Gen 2:9 
meditation be.p ............. Hietow. 6 Ps 104:34 
HOtASPMMENnDUE 0.5... 5050000. 88 1 Thess 2:4 
Dy iin HIS\Sigh tly ete ae es leseaevschctenen 1 John 3:22 
PLEASURE gratification 

old ishalll have pi... ..25 00.8 b Gen 18:12 
DAtVhisipeople ais ee Ps 149:4 
He who loves p will............... Prov 21:17 
work for His good p................ Phil 2:13 
lovers‘of pirathernsM ..)J.paM auedh, 2 Tim 3:4 
DASSINPeD=SOnSiN oe eee ee ee Heb 11:25 
POOR impoverished, needy 

p will never cease ........2...0644 Deut 15:11 
raises the pifromithe!s.: 24h). 24 as), 1 Sam 2:8 
or you willbecomep ............. Prov 20:13 
noerobithe:p/ Melewwatteiwniensid te Prov 22:22 


POUR RMI) Od Gee. Matt 5:3 


46 PRAY 
ap widow:came \! x2 i680 wo8.e Mark 12:42 
you always have thep............. Mark 14:7 
sakerHe became. Dire... os 620d e00 oa 2 Cor 8:9 
not God choose thep.............. James 2:5 


POSSIBLE can be done 


allithingsjarepGd ...... 5006.0. 05508 Matt 19:26 
piwith Godley ered «+s aaansisheiad Luke 18:27 
POWER authority, strength 

EOFSHOWSVOUUMIVED= ae 0 esciete ce ee Ex 9:16 
fromuthep of. Sheolk, c.unrcagag ave hens Ps 49:15 
the wpjotiHishworksid. ........ ...+s-iaeeeer Ps 111:6 
Djolthetoneueme «4s... se Prov 18:2] 
thesprottheswonrdm we nee Jer 18:21 
Not by,:mightmor..D.. oss... see ncake Zech 4:6 
NOUNS SSG: Dt. <:5 mist, Gesctin cree ee Matt 6:13 
theriehthand Of p 210.0 senn cn Mark 14:62 
clothed:withspitrom.... 0-4 ae Luke 24:49 
youvwillireceiveDag . 05.04. tuan sone Re Acts 1:8 
gospely.:p Of Godse 2 .-n eee eee Rom 1:16 
theimOnoumlondass se eee eee 1 Cor 5:4 
DoLsinnisithelaws 4 eee 1 Cor 15:56 
DiOMCh rise dwell 2 Cor 12:9 
prince wlthepiolthayy. ee Eph 2:2 
DiOhbis resumKeCtiONnue te ee Phil 3:10 
tinidity; butotipee ct’. “oe ee 2 Tim 1:7 
byathe-wordiotisipy vo. ee ne eee Heb 1:3 
quenchedithe pois... eed ene Heb 11:34 
pS: beemysubiected' 4% Ses tian 1 Pet 3:22 
PRAISE (n) acclamation, honor 

olferine Of pte ee ee eee Lev 19:24 
SINZID=SitOy Himes He ess eee ee 1 Chr 16:9 
Songsioipe- hymns)... saosin Neh 12:46 
ErOmYOu sIMViDhoree 4... eae Ps 22:25 
sound His'pabroad |... S48 2) sonwsG Ps 66:8 
makes Jerusalemap .. } 25 82, 20 009,0 Is 62:7 
his pis not frommen.............. Rom 2:29 
anything worthy ofp ................ Phil 4:8 
a Sacrifice Of Pivse cee. He ee Heb 13:15 
Give p'to Our God sAesee cs. eee Rev 19:5 
PRAISE (v) extol, glorify 
Tiwillip.Aimy.iyjerubtyeescoo..0 DIL Ot ae Exil5:2 
greatlyto be-diiss.n enn. DIVESL 1 Chr 16:25 
Will the. dustipYou. ....... dues. be Ps 30:9 
My:lipsiwill.p You. ..... .malszinel jon Ps 63:3 
heavens willip Youtw omathe: 1.008 elind Ps 89:5 
PiHimySunsandsmOon-....0.400..05.-.-.-. Ps 148:3 
Pim withitrumpet ...60000e.e00.4 Ps 150:3 
Deathecannotip Yous ...,..+.... 2090 Is 38:18 
lipYour-Father viry.j.-. VV, cae Matt 11:25 
heavenly host p-ing ......:........ Luke 2:13 
disciples began top ............8U0!. Luke 19:37 
leaping and p-ing God .............. Acts 3:8 
PRAY ask, worship 

Abraham p-ed to. .........4 10.20 Gen 20:17 
Bonthis*boy I-p=ed) 2 ..cc0cnenncce.. 1 Sam 1:27 
tound!courageto.p ...... seeene@iy 1 Chr 17:25 


For to You I p 


Pitorawerusalem. ...07. . se1ee.att m0 Ps 122:6 
ptoa god whocannot............... Is 45:20 
Wereamnestlyp: tie wcarhan fener, See Jon 1:14 
DifomstPersecute....,. «4... 4 MON att Matt 5:44 


by Himself to p 


PRAYER 
p and ask, believe .......000), 004 Mark 11:24 
utitil ] have p-ed...........¢00 Mark 14:32 
Eordeteach usito.p..........q@ogevil. Luke 11:1 
PE VARIO ESL ORD Vel ovs bss osecisersconessscyvercreae DE Luke 18:1 
Phaverpsed fOr. YOu «. ........:.01s cece oes Luke 22:32 
p-ed with fasting ............0504. Acts 14:23 
OPMPDAT AEON LUCY. o.5.6.6 6 seco oe 1 Cor 14:14 
p without ceasing ..... dscasaso. 1 Thess 5:17 
mi pioroneanother ........ic:aacun James 5:16 
| painganithe,..Spirit ......<2 2. 1 hase Jude 20 
PRAYER 
| nave heard your p ..7y..... 6.065. 2 Chr 7:12 
| PEHEMNVDASDUTC o.oo. ce nine eek Job 16:17 
MORDILECEIVES NY Doon cocoate apoaale Steuces Ps 6:9 
IUAICARHOMNVID 55.50 cies ca © sinisys axceate Ps 55:1 
| Wome menteous 26) Prov 15:29 
| Moviulia My house’ Of D's oe ee wae Is 56:7 
Ke OGD DCLEVING....,.. 22s 6 au cae Matt 21:22 
MoMakelONS D-S ... ccs cc nee Matt 23:14 
SMO OMISIT IM Dc a2. anccecce pe esis pce Luke 6:12 
BRIVENOUSe.Ol Dose Ste es et Luke 19:46 
BOD cays es Ne ne aoe Acts 1:14 
Bereta DWI JOY «sane vse ot neces Phil 1:4 
Amueureveryining by pS. 76 ee eo. -Phil 4:6 
Piss...not be hindered °.... VS% Ok BY 1 Pet 3:7 
WEPTOTEENESSAINUS hs. gsic sc <0 sve oe ate ace Rev 5:8 
PREACH exhort, proclaim 
BesMGINESAN TOD «circ ok e ete en ea Matt 4:17 
eVOUSO: Ds. «ccc ss Roe bree. M9. Se Matt 10:7 
teach and pin their 20..0:8.c.020.. Matt 11:1 
p-ing...repentance ........ 0.827056 Mark 1:4 
mine vospel to all 2.5 5¢.a7e bee: Mark 16:15 
DPithe kingdom of .... .s6na% dnelen- Luke 4:43 
he p-ed Jesus tohim ........,.).... Acts 8:35 
pi.the good news ....... isisaceved Acts 13:32 
How-wiltthey pe... ccc ee cds Rom 10:15 
we p Christ crucified .............: 1 Cor 1:23 
ere DECACE | nek cc. s ay F HAS oo Eph 2:17 
(3) ES RNIZT (0 MANA a a ae ee 2 Tim 4:2 
PRECIOUS beloved or costly 
RRMNI HE SISHUORE LT: «dace acne ccanees Ps 116:15 
like the p oil upon the .............. Ps 133:2 
tmore'p than jewels .. 3. vn vce oe Prov 3:15 
PAU OSs NOMMLOL cs. 5 ¢ scope. o40.9,07% aon ehane Is 44:9 
POEM OG COI, «vse ce ade ® ance 1 Pet 1:7 
pea A DL OOG ae day gp iae ta ttcce ate 1 Pet 1:19 
PREDESTINED foreordained 
DUEDOSE D tO. OCCURS. i Pee Te Acts 4:28 
foreknew, He alsop ............... Rom 8:29 
God p before the ages ............... Cor 2:7 
DISCO AAODUHON “orice latatsta ete ee ee et Eph 1:5 
BACCO CINE COVES) oocicsue,eyereseyectyove opened Eph 1:11 
PRESENT (v) give, offer 
Pp you with a crown of............... Prov 4:9 
voumotne blind fOr. « «200.2 07.<.VOW. ais Mal 1:8 
Oisimitothe Lord .nacee ce. ARGENT Luke 2:22 
Pp yourselves to God ............005 Rom 6:13 
MVOUL DOdICS ai 5556164. 2ONIAO B. Rom 12:1 
p you before Himholy .............. Colee22 


PRIDE exaggerated self-esteem 
P goes. béforers, reas). choos. hss ue2H Prov 16:18 


ee a 


PROSPERITY 
you-an‘everlasting p ...........@.h.alista ¢ Is 60:15 
pi6f Isfael testifies .......bedsiw.adhias. Hos 5:5 
énvysslander.pix.........a.ALavile: Mark 7:22 
boasthulipvotlitCraaessecnee nee 1 John 2:16 
PRISCA / PRISCILLA 


wife of Aquila, Rom 16:3 
co-worker with Paul, Acts 18:2,18,26; 1 Cor 16:19 


PROCLAIM announce, declare 


p:.hame-of the Lorp -«.... 4 VPS.4 Ex 33:19 
P:S00G tidingSts-0:5-.-..-. Pee 1 Chr 16:23 
appointed:..to.p-.<....:...fibeuie. 4 Neh 6:7 
piliberty‘to.captives ........... UO Si Is 61:1 
pJustice-to-the :ic4.:23 +. 20 29WeGs Matt 12:18 
hesbesan to: Pwesusm, weet ce Acts 9:20 
first-to.p light « +... Pesaro. Sie Vier Acts 26:23 
faith is being p-ed.......... 0.0.0... Rom 1:8 
pretemaldifes:sesecs2c.e77 RM 1 John 1:2 
PROFIT (n) benefit, gain 

laborptheread Sih 6 ccscocus o ae nroeioa Prov 14:23 
no: p forthe charmer’. =" }3)s Ses Eccl 10:11 
HOLSESKINGAMVADes. 1... eee ee 1 Cor 10:33 
business2.makeaipr 3577.8 2722 27.2 James 4:13 
PROFIT (v) reap an advantage 
pmymdestruction: . 46225555 Foe renee Job 30:13 
WihatGoestit Diavar. «acc eee Mark 8:36 
theiflesh-p-sinothing: soncesti.. coe... John 6:63 
MENS Me MOINS 7", .7,”. ots oe pe ates PComt3s:3 
PROFITABLE useful 

Hotiall things:are pe ee 1 Cor 6:12 
OGLINESSTISID ee neo eon 1 Tim 4:8 
DAOTMeACHING Mae coats sncasbanes 2 Tim 3:16 
PROMISE (n) agreement, pledge 

BOLI HOly Spit 52. cee eur Acts 2:33 
théespamadeby God 2 ooo so sot eres als Acts 26:6 
The SMMC 9 ore 6 noe 0 ess aes Soe Rom 4:14 
ChilGrenontne’ Dy oac< oc os ws me cate Rom 9:8 
Commandimnent...2 Di. oc 5 6+ caseacteoans Eph 6:2 
MES OMMNEND Meet «ccc cea gic aa svatons tech Heb 6:17 
PLECIOUSs D=Sice-cidich «. « cepthessreree TEAST 2 Pet 1:4 
ARE OMEMIS:COMING ous css cepayena ete 2 Pet 3:4 
PROMISED made an agreement 
landiwwhichHehad pi... sepivis boepenecy Deut 9:28 
Pto KeepiYOur WOrdsS co.cc c cc ewevns Ps 119:57 
pong agesiago...... . helfiabcas ascialese Titus 1:2 
He whopisfaithful .......than ere 4 Heb 10:23 
PROOF evidence 

fusnished pito all... 08. cperts stepcers Acts 17:31 
DORVOUBIOVE. ster. 302s ts Gan woADY 2 Cor 8:24 
DOUREOWDST. cs ccis ooh EBS 2 Cor 13:3 
PROSPER flourish, succeed 

hwilleurely DiVOU .... 500000. mes Gen 32:12 
Davidavas Ding... ........and-e 1 Sam 18:14 
they built and p-ed ............... 2 Chr 14:7 
Bisiwavsipatiallarns.. «0+ styles epi Ps 10:5 
{EVD WROUMOVE VOU 6605.55. ce nes ob Ps 122:6 
PROSPERITY success, wealth 

my p has passed away ...........4: Job 30:15 


PROSPEROUS 

souliwill abide in.p ......,..... £ B&ieRtay Ps 25:13 
saw the p of the wicked .............. Ps 73:3 
know howto liveinp .............. Phil 4:12 
PROSPEROUS successful 

exceedingly p ......... ALUD2IA Gen 30:43 
make'your way D.... £2! mro8 liens Josh 1:8 
generous man...bep .............. Prov 11:25 
PROTECT guard, shield 

The Lorp will p him ........ ca5.b edt to Ps 41:2 
Lorp p-s the strangers .............. Ps 146:9 
Eorpszp Jerusalem. .....:...-q}...Bet Is 31:5 
He will? p you. '..208. 2) Se. Wariesa 2 Thess 3:3 
p-ed by the power of ......... ev. 1 Pet 1:5 
PROTECTION safe-keeping 

p has.been removed ....... descepiwms Num 14:9 
BOF WAISGOMMUSIDE cra. 1... ccs cic ee Ecel.7:12 
p fromithestorm(lie. Viet, i a he Is 4:6 
lething relyomMy ip? aces fice 3k Is 27:5 
PROUD exaggerated self-esteem 

heart will becoMED . 2... os cee ne Deut 8:14 
recompense tothe pits... )4en) cree 0 ak Ps 94:2 
eyesiand aipihearttvaal. Seak.2alse siege Prov 21:4 
daughters of Zionarep .............. Is 3:16 
Opposedto ithe pikes Ime a. shetrctaneces James 4:6 
PROVE establish, test 

you will be p-d aliar............... Prov 30:6 
will p Myself holy ............... Ezek 20:41 
pitolbeiMy-disciples ... ... gas. enya John 15:8 
DisstheswilliofiGoduy... + .scaenee Rom 12:2 
p yourselves doers ................ James 1:22 
PUNISH chastise, penalize 

DitbemsOminelisine neers EX 32:34 
andiarep-ediforit ..... ce omen Prov 22:3 
pthe-worldifiomits 2235) ) 72S fae. Is 13:11 
Will DrvOUlsIniguityic....0..04 5. on ee. Lam 4:22 
Dillimeand release fae aces eee Luke 23:16 
I p-ed them often ................. Acts 26:11 
DPallidisobedience’-* {nce on ace 2 Cor 10:6 
PUNISHMENT penalty 

My.pistoogreat *..4°.... Se oe Gen 4:13 
DiOUUN eS WOld ars ane ee Job 19:29 
LEAT INVOLVES, Dee. see 1 John 4:18 
the’piof.eternal fire... & Veit e=* tai Jude 7 
PURE genuine, undefiled 

merey-seat of p gold... .... . SUIHSL BELG Ex 25:17 
be p before his Maker ~.............. Job 4:17 
Myzteaching isp ........... 2 sawe Job 11:4 
commandment:.AS Dp .....5..22.8), oes Ps 19:8 
pleasant words are p ©...-.05.5.50.:. 205 Prov 15:26 
AS'p aS-the'sun 2 jac ss, ioe Teng Song 6:10 
aN A NKOTONOOW Saighisadascen coos O65 Dan 7:9 
Blessed are the p in"=. 7222 Sermon A. Matt 5:8 
whateveris py. .....45..23 200 8 Visa Phil 4:8 
love from-a'p heart .::..:7.; aubas 1 Tim 1:5 
pmilk'of the word ...:.., 297% 218.2 1 Pet 2:2 
the‘city:was:p gold -:2::.5:2..8284 Rev 21:18 
PURIFICATION cleansing 

Jewish custom of pipe @22n0N2. ¥ Tie, John 2:6 
Hesimade p of sins ........ ¥RWe bazeen 4 Heb 1:3 


REBEKAH 


PURIFY make clean 
p-ied these waters ................ 2 Kin 2:21 
P:meswith hyssop ....”...... 4 Gl.2au SOBs Ps 51:7 
D°BADEODIO ter tcc kstecsket toons tO Titus 2:14 
DiyOurhearts: e052. oo ORION James 4:8 
p-ied yout.souls. ........... Baest 1 Pet 1:22 
PURITY not corrupted 
who loves p of heart .............. Prov 22:11 
lovevfaith-and Dic; ns: ac0 0s eee 1 Tim 4:12 
WIE DANGdOCLEING serrate ennai Titus 2:7 
Q 
QUARREL (n) altercation 
ifmenhaved.dyatay oe tee ee Ex 21:18 
Sorabandonsthe gq’... - an es Prov 17:14 
Ake G-ScamoOne yOu 1o55.. aaa acs 1. Cor-tstt 
thesourcerofigespig.! SSS James 4:1 
QUARREL (v) contend, fight : 
did Monqoyemitth.. 1.0 ee eee Gen 26:22 
Whysdoiyoud with me). 0.0. ys erenbi Exlie2 
anyitooliwill(Qvens o 5.4 -c) amt ox eoeiene Prov 20;3 
those who q with you ............... Is 41:12 


RACHEL 

Jacob’s wife, Gen 29:18,28 

mother of Joseph and Benjamin, Gen 
30:25;35:24;46:19 


RAGE (n) violent anger 


Haman was filled... ........ Si OT aves) Esth 3:5 
with ras they heard............... Luke 4:28 
RAGE (v) be very angry 

r-S against the Lorp ............... Prov 19:3 
foolishhmanie.t-S"*.7."..0.7 ene ee Prov 29:9 
Wihy2.Gentilesstoy- 4a) va cane eee Acts 4:25 
RAHAB 


1 harlot in Jericho, Josh 2:1 

assisted spies, Josh 2:4-7 

family spared, Josh 2:13,14;6:22,23 
ancestor of Jesus, Matt 1:5 

example of faith, Heb 11:31; James 2:25 


RAINBOW colored arc in sky 


appearancelohtheir 0. oeeeet ani Ezek 1:28 
air around) the throne |... .ana-atkasitee Rev 4:3 
hwasuponhishead ...... 2. aesiank Rev 10:1 


READY equipped, prepared 


and rito forgive ..... sevice Oe ne Ps 86:5 
LetYouyhand'be'r’ ..... to ewes &. Ps 119:173 
Maken the way®, « o.00<c0 “OR bee Matt 3:3 
YOualsomustpee . 2... band ae Matt 24:44 
bé-‘Finiseason’ 19.8.4 oc220-boRuepned 2 Tim 4:2 
rioimakeé.a defense. ;.......-:h- eae 1 Pet 3:15 
REBEKAH 


wife of Isaac, Gen 24:67:26:8 
mother of Esau and Jacob, Gen 25:21ff 


REBEL 49 REPENT 


eile ad one ssn OUurHather Our cccrcedtocrnsre J OL RO Is 63:16 
MOUES tyaincr vewstunodcosncie MRE sl: TheieRiis strong... ..55.. ccna. : 
calledia rfrombirth .......2 oi) Sau Is 48:8 $eSIENS cae antes 
MNELINDLINCESSATE.T-S. 6. eee oo RR SE Hos 9:1 REDEMPTION deliverance 
Tob Cheulandic ways atecess © <a eek OY Lev 25:24 
REBEL (v) revolt MAVE MY TISht OF Lecerccececrasranceo DAMON Ruth 4:6 
not r against COWS onevceeve sre ATUL O3 INGA) «POR TISTSOUL 1S de ayiy.. ocs0-48 ces o¢e001 cececaonsh I Ps 49:8 
Pied agaihst:..WOrds .........-00 bie Psi0fal wTisidrawing near ....can.. nee Os Luke 21:2 
Pelediagainst. Me: cc. eres ee ee was Ezeke202i) “TeiniChristesusy 4. es ee Rom 3:24 
ELOL OUT DOD axicenn:s DOE eS Rom 8:23 
REBELLION insurrection rihrough His blood. ......... 4 .oheee Eph 1:7 
hethas counséledir....:.<<.+% Abe. Dewti3'  iniwhom.we-haver,..-....0..5..))8. Col 1:14 
ARO: VOUT Tite. Es cs crsce MOY Deut 31:27 obtainedeternalr ..............0.008%% Heb 9:12 
PasaS ane SIN Of), 5. .0000.3.0 ES HS 1 Sam 15:23 
Rivatandimy sin. ......... 0a. 0m Job 13:23 REFUGE protection, shelter 
mild KeMvOrrs. EN), PRGA OTE «6 cose a hen Is 57:4 a en Wtakeur Ge.nctnsnt ieee 2 Sam 22:3 
OGMS OU Tle shsanceh om econ ec eae tee Ps 46:1 
REBELLIOUS defiant POLE EDI) Pace tev) ge lacarcvorcvenckerttctraras Ps 118:8 
r against THEMEORD > wu wn occ SUBSE: Deut 9:7 the TOL WES: 5. sc egies ce SOO I TQ Is 28:17 
MERTON i f....i.cateiceen CUOTEY Ps 78:8 Tin...distress...................000, Jer 16:19 
Arman seeks only ..........:... Provigil whothavetaken' .........-... 2000 0m Heb 6:18 
Stupbornand r heatt ........«... Meee Jer 5:23 
Peerciafé Many r........... asad Titus 1:10 REGARD (n) respect 
orp Radirfor'Abels24).ceamscen one Gen 4:4 
REBUKE (v) scold r to the prayer... ce. Ha NOE! 1 Kin 8:28 
fmenot in Your wrath ....<...2202b.. Ps 38:1 HavemlorhisMaker ssc. Mee ee ISeie7 
Mnerarrogant 2.p...sasschee ee Ps 119:21 ‘"forthehumble .................. Luke 1:4 
RORDIF YOU,.catanis.......uasosw Lb § 
ais. wees Matt 8:26 REGARD (v) esteem, respect 
cecdhini<:..........%.2008 2 Matt 17:18 TUE WICKCOUMESS nena. totonencnorer he thee aes Ps 66:18 
Bhesr=dithe, EVEL. <cccevv-2<ereceroro BRO MLE Luke 4:39 Yet Her-s the lowly .............--. Ps 138:6 
Donotsharplyr ...........---++. 1 Tim 5:1 pis ae vette teen eee e es — aH 
seers ighiyr-ed by: him) ......0... duo uke 7: 
Sree reet eXBOUEL pea eomeiemn ahs 2ifim £2 r one another a blaleielafortie vere SKUEGE ME Phil 2:3 
RECONCILE bring together GIGMOMPICAUALITYAede.ncnsscrcranersns de Ye OS Phil 2:6 
r-d to your DrOther <i... s0anasts Sea Matt 5:24 REJOICE be glad 
DENEAMTO'GOd WRT. «cas oe MRO 2 Cor 5:20 rhetoreth j 
; e Logp: .. Seay ease | Lev 23:40 
r them both Ai ODF, 0.5.4, MAME Fe Eph 2:16 R: Onations ......... Deut 32:43 
Me tOMmUMSelf ..50..0...03009 SS 8U Col 1:20 IrinYour salvation ............... 1 Sam 2:1 
RECONCILIATION BE Heese grail ys wee eer ee ona one 389 
mowarecelved the F* 3 ..25.40 225 4008 des Rom d:11 king will tin God ........0...-)00: Ps 63:11 
ther of the world ................ Rom 11:15 Letusrandbe glad ............... Ps 118:24 
the ministry of fF ..............65. 2Cor5:18  JratYourword ............0ssee- Ps 119:162 
MCE WOTOMOLT oe oc e's 0's v's's Rie Be 2 Cor 5:19 R, young man...........eceseeeeees Eccl 11:9 
(GOGLWitE OVEr VOU Oh sore x0. Se. TT Is 62:5 
RED SEA id EXcecGingly’ 62.0. ovide ete Matt 2:10 
Hebrew: Sea of Reeds, Ex 10:19 rat ‘his birth ©. Musas deldelaaais Luke 1:14 
| body of water between Egypt and Sinai, Ex crowd was r-ing ....0..6...0008 0. Luke 13:17 
| 13:18; Ps 106:9; Jer 49:21 you would haver-d............... John 14:28 
FANS 1 NOPE. Vn cctoniverastivi ers eho Rom 12:12 
| REDEEM buy back VEWALWAVS EAM scacate tain cra wine one RE 2 Cor 6:10 
WALVAISO E-VOU. ane ae ¢ cee o. SPP Rn ete ExXG6 Rint He Ord ty cian os eA Phil 4:4 
| ei tamily may rhim ........... eee Lev 25:49 Ttinimy sufferings -....0..0 ence Col 1:24 
wish to r'the field) s6%ih. 20 Paws oe DEviZGAS DPiO HEAVENS Man nnss vndiiow Bs Rev 12:12 
| Maori tee cote Soe e's o> 1 AO MEQIE Ruth 4:4 
God willlr my SOUL. ..6.6-.0 0.0 RAE TE Ps 49:15 RELY depend, trust 
Betwilltr Israels HAR aie ou wh OB a fe Psi30:8 reiediontheELorDs «o.<00.0.OORM. 2 Chr 16:8 
ONGISTRSOM ISH 2 edo ss vo seue reyeuore LOY Oe Galas: “WHOEPONNOFSES Shine cien e aa emee ant Is 31:1 
He MiIsht PtMOSE AES. .....0.c. eh dereeAiee. Ble Gale). rom His Goda WA... co ccetatat tated Is 50:10 
Yotlirionivourisword: ....<00.0.00u Ezek 33:26 
REDEEMER one who buys back PUDOMMM CLAW. os o6.0.5 cose MR ee Rom 2:17 
fettivoulwithouta m....... Jenbed AM Ruth 4:14 
kKnow-that my Rlives ....0..00...0. Job 19:25 REPENT change mind 
PRAWN OCH AAILGIIAV AIRC Phy cd cua citsrays too cUetek oe Psioi4d thatitelshouldirag vai sive haus eee Num 23:19 


VOUS. the HOlyVnls, 62. YS TAAL ae TSl40T4 PAMAESHANA ASHES - 6.0. cc cries eters Job 42:6 


REPENTANCE 

have refused tow CRG ...3.....:.. Se Sa Jer 5:3 
Ro forthe kingdom». .......<..3reete ab Matt 3:2 
T-eqduonsacoininy seen Matt 11:21 
rand believe o.c0sohrhaviish ViOTT Mark 1:15 
oneSinner Who f-S.....<.<.4..5+ ont Luke 15:7 
RL. DEDADLIZENY. 0.0.0.1 eave ese BO AEE Acts 2:38 
Aue SHOUIGITE ER jc slecyee eps a Acts 17:30 
rand turnito' God, .......0«« Tease Be Acts 26:20 
REPENTANCE penitence 

Withiwaterforr 20))....< beeld eit. Matt 3:11 
DADUSM! OT TIL cc sc 55 oR SVETLAw. Mark 1:4 
rifordorgiveness ..........5...0.. isa Luke 24:47 
APPropriatOtO Tl. Oe .cnnnnnns eee Acts 26:20 
r without regret . «siiehe nelontors 2 Cor 7:10 
rifromidead'works’!"02%.,.....z aaa Ln Heb 6:1 
TOICONTE' TO! TOV ER, 6 cn 2 ee os ee 2 Pet 3:9 
RESPECT (v) esteem 

hey wall r'my son? occ. co ORS Matt 21:37 
NOBLEATIGO” NOTE occas. soc % MOT. Luke 18:4 
Rowhawis iSite ee ae Rom 12:17 
wife...r-s her husband .............. Eph 5:33 
REST (n) tranquility 

tivo our work). 2.8...... ysdeM eit: Gen 5:29 
Sabbath of solemnr. .........atirau: Lev 16:31 
GOdiSIVES VOU aa ee ee Josh 1:13 
the weary are-atrfjsaeor .migates (0). O Job 3:17 
Retunmato YOUrT ol i..26.... ORDA: Ps 116:7 
wihole.garth isatr’...... ola! of os Is 14:7 
CNETGISTOT a se cccccots eee ROTORS Lam 5:5 
Pwilligive your.) 2.5532) ape wad Matt 11:28 
NOTION MY, SPITE |... cts ee, 2 Cor 2:13 
MOTONEEL MY P. o.cice-yo ouerece.o.0, WIISUOO. Heb 3:11 
NOW Cayeana NIGht wa. yaa ene Rev 14:11 
REST (vy) settled, refresh 

Thearkweed upon... i. 2... oc... BHR Gen 8:4 
Plorye-LORD.t-ed. ......... dolievins a Ex 24:16 
ppintesediupon) (3.0600 Num 11:25 
ROD ABCLORD cic iaasuciacn see Pode 
WiSGOM T-Sin. on... ce ecssecssese DODD A. Prov 14:33 
government willron.....hebe ad.boas.e Is 9:6 
Waiguity Sed ON... oo eens eas o BIOW Ezek 32:27 
r-éd. onthe seventh, ........0...aft@fhes Heb 4:4 
r:ivom their labors......... sov.7e4e% Rev 14:13 
RESTORE reestablish, replace 

Som hedhad rd. tO. 2..)..0....:,-.... te BE 2 Kin 8:1 
theyirdiJderusalem;......... aed hin Neh 3:8 
TIAIS TISHLEOUSNESS4..2c......0.0.0.0. BEG Job 33:26 
Herr-syMy:SOuls,.. « .5+- 24. 0 Meee ees Ps 23:3 
Ritome thejoyv ica... oss Do Ps 51:12 
O; GOD IE US rs dee. romps ny -0.s 0,00 BRELETST OA Ps 80:3 
the Lorplr-s Zi0n..,., 5.500.008 RSs Is 52:8 
RUS CO YOUN RAE tsk 3 Wee ee Lam 5:21 
hisihand was.r-di,....... derek Bred Mark 3:5 
r-ingithe kingdom ..........aecl ach Acts 1:6 
RESURRECTION 

Who:saysMOn, o>... . IOWRAUO Matt 22:23 
Tokthemghteous;....,.....ewel Luke 14:14 
Dens’ sons Ofthemerenie nee Luke 20:36 
rofjudgment ..i.6....... bsinvggaodks John 5:29 
theitandihedife.;...,,.. 04; ebiee John 11:25 
BOP the dead... ...o:es0c:0006 20088 Fe Acts 24:21 


RIGHT 


ifthereis noir:>..... sao 2isoisds: 1 Cor 15:13 
DOWEROL AIST... ce.110 SEEONS OIA Phil 3:10 
hopexthrough ther, ...... disk erer.n 1 Pet 1:3 
Ahisdsithetfirst.r,.. 3.4... +... OTR. coon Rev 20:5 
REVENGE vengeance 

take ourT onshimrf......,.,...0- 96 sank Jer 20:10 
Never take O21 .220. 10... .0c00e BOTOW des Rom 12:19 
REVERENCE respect, awe 

you do away Withr .........0....... Job 15:4 
Worshipl.with r, .. 0)... 4. pelsenuon Ps2aid 
BOWeiMM fOr YOU (occ vse neem WOW Psid:7 
intr prepared anark jices...0..... 10.002.8 Heb 11:7 
Ssenviceowith rand .......... die ¥iG Heb i 28 
REWARD prize 

emptiness:chisir ......... anaes Clio! Job 15:31 
rfonthe righteous ........... aod ahs Ps 58:11 
hemos humMilitvie ese, gases occ OT Prov 22:4 
chasescafter rs, ........... Nigo.es ase ne Is 1:23 
Fis; nis. with, Himy.os....... PERan 4 Oe oe Is 62:11 
youraintheaven, ....... «6.6 Tualthe Matt 5:12 
NOOSE NhisiHer aac ate ee Matt 10:42 
looking: tothe i..4044.8. biGontay Heb 11:26 
receive afullr......m. stteiw. soy oe 2 John 8 
RICH (adj) wealthy 

Abram WaS.very.r .............a0ux Gen 13:2 
LORD Makes POOL... ...-.4.....ee 1 Sam 2:7 
MO tas INMANDOASTs is.c.000.-secceeasce RRVSA SAT Jer 9:23 
woeito you who.arer............% Vidue Luke 6:24 
ALE NANI eackoss cates caseacens he ee Luke 16:1 
MAA? UNION wincedoncoonnacaoacce Eph 2:4 
rin good works’ . Astineo\.cand.4.0 1 Tim 6:18 
RICH (n) wealthy 

r shall not pay more...............,. Ex 30:15 
the'rabove the poor ...:.:.......... algae Job 34:19 
RaMong the pecople eee ne Ps 45:12 
They andthe poor... 4.) AO ean Prov 22:2 
RICHES wealth 

Re domot profit. 4) ne+ ates ana dO Prov 11:4 
WINOMURUSES 1M) NiSsTs a as Arg wae eel Prov 11:28 
NEN DOVENTy NOL et een an Prov 30:8 
CHOKE i thse Carseat ena Luke 8:14 
abounding in rT’ Git 38 Yasser in ke Rom 10:12 
r of Hisigrdéebrs.taved meewiad stew! Eph 1:7 
rof Christ S3'O/O9 ACS]. -O-AE ad - Eph 3:8 
isteine glory WIG © a. 454 4 alee eee Phil 4:19 
UNcertainty/Onree 2: seen ee 1 Tim 6:17 
Nournmhavyewotted@ oj -.42-9-4 acne James 5:2 
RIGHT (adj) correct or direction 

NOL Wee MANEOR 555 5535505500055. 4 Deut 12:25 
TA HIS'OWN' EVES). occ. ANON Judg 17:6 
DIECEDUS.T ATE. asso. conesrcrie eae Ps 19:8 
M CVEMMAKES YOU... ses05.:svenevoven es cele Matt 5:29 
what yourrhandis .............5., Matt 6:3 
SIVaGIVIV® hance «20s as seen Matt 22:44 
the r hand of Godid.euid aw ane & Mark 16:19 
at theitime Christ .......%8 tyorine Rom 5:6 
r hand of fellowship \....... Zoyil. Sour hart Gal 2:9 
whatever i IST. BO A, LR MAB 3 Phil 4:8 


RIGHTEOUS 

RIGHTEOUS (adj) virtuous 
Noahiwasiarman ....02/.voi. bie lo Gen 6:9 
IRORDSMRO TOMO 5. 5.5ccysiaare ace ws esis one Ex 9:27 
MOTMATCKNOTOT, 22.650 0s0.eiee ad « 1 Sam 24:17 


Godisiariudgesr...4.3-28 nase... sie Psi7:1il 
Agmmanihates! A... 0 Ll ee 2. Prov 13:5 
fotDavid ar Branch .. 62) .1.). cae J.05 Jer 23:5 
Eorpiour God's tif! ah sne2.t. cnishek Dan 9:14 
minetysnine' nr)... ae leat.) bived. Luke 15:7 
coming of the R One............... Acts 7:52 
Emarnshall live by ..%.j04...s2 Joe. Rom 1:17 
noner,notevenone............... Rom 3:10 
many willbe made £ ..... « csissaesy wanes Rom 5:19 
PrayerOrar Man Tae er go50<k ook James 5:16 
RIGHTEOUS (n) moral one 

assembly of ther. ....: mesdlbaeta Psuli5 
Worpirests ther... 0.00. c a. HEE Se Ps 11:5 
MORDIOVES TNT .....+.+>-0> Sah Bil: Ps 146:8 
feerpathns of the r ........7........... Heese: Prov 2:20 
dhe willflourish. ....,.....,......@elalse Prov 11:28 
OVMNOTEEINC Tt. 55,c,0.0,+,0,0,0 8 a SIO Prov 21:15 
BT VOMIUMCIT 1S) «ooo. oye ecac eos, o, 0. oR Swe ae Is 26:7 
moyvEScliINe Tr {Or ......... a Sh ae Amos 2:6 
Sendsiram on ther ......... ees wiv Matt 5:45 
ramrorevernal life... .......... hea ae. Bu Matt 25:46 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 

BECKOMCUMUNAS T. occ cue sae Oils Ee Gen 15:6 
Wwillnepay. hiSiTs.......+-.-. 6s MES 1 Sam 26:23 
PRISEHEGOTUN) bss, GRYS heyyo e.hs 0 v0 10 000 ER BE SIEM Job 29:14 
MABREMDAEDS OL T. 5. «ois a suse os 0 6 e-aca RSi2525 
judge the world in r 2. sive owns $ Ps 96:13 
MOCVAHCIGIST Soc cs nei bacescee van MO Ps 97:6 
Hisir endures forever ......0./:0.i0. PsaAdds3 
Reexalts‘anation.........0.bne 2 « Prov 14:34 
GloudSsipoOur.dOWD.T ........,....+.... Hae -2aeae Is 45:8 
wrapped me with...r ...........0.... Is 61:10 
ME ORDIOULIM: ...,. -.0.cce.0.0c0,0,0.8 AAPL Ss Jer 23:6 
cOmeaiagion YOU ........... teers ae Hos 10:12 
HOPMIPURIUIBAID To. o.oo, ,0,0,0, 0 Mek De, BO Matt 3:15 
EUMOUBATESU LOTT. so, «0; 5,058, 0, 0.5,%, 50, %,° AOE Matt 5:6 
kingdomiand Hisr ....... A apadn.e Matt 6:33 
wowenemy of allr.......#-&ae foc Acts 13:10 
PATOUSMONE ACt.OL LT... 0. 0. cave aEber dee Rom 5:18 
MEAS UDPALOLOL Te esuzyensie eas ie ue coe ct od so ge ae rc Eph 6:14 
PUUStIENs LAltDH ....,5, 06.5652 sas a ES 2 Tim 2:22 
BROMCTOWRROLIIN HI... . o.. «1 sean the abhor 2 Tim 4:8 
MEAGCIMCMUIL OFT ..00 sve csus veto Heb 12:11 
nowachieve the Fr .4..... . . . dead beles - James 1:20 
SUNMCTOIOT. BI. GA. os cscs coe saath mett ele 1 Pet 3:14 
ROME 

Italian city, Acts 2:10 

Roman Empire capital, Acts 18:2 

Paul held there, Acts 28:14,16 

RUMOR gossip, hearsay 

FWA DE AAA tO. Li oc.scesesereuereeese BLO Ezek 7:26 
WVALS ATIC F-S._Of WATS ...0.-s0cccssesesocece «Pe we Matt 24:6 


RUTH 

Moabitess, Ruth 1:4 

Naomi’s daughter-in-law, Ruth 1:14ff 
married Boaz, Ruth 4:13 

in Messianic line, Matt 1:5 


51 


SALVATION 
S 

SABBATH day of rest 
Remember thes day). po. a |! Ex 20:8 
Lorp blessed thes day ............. Ex 20:11 
KeepiVives=stanGa ae stcnte ete Lev 26:2 
Obsetvethe siday 2-0. Deut 5:12 
DE WAMOONUITON Sanaa te ee eee 2 Kin 4:23 
callithe:sratdelight™e ee ee Is 58:13 
INIVES-SiLO) DEA GIST eters ee ee Ezek 20:12 
Is ordrontheS: aa ace ee Matt 12:8 
Siwas'madeliior mana... ee Mark 2:27 
TOMO SOOd=-ONmhe| Siar es ace, Mark 3:4 
thescrosstomitheS = eee ce John 19:31 
QS GAv-SHOUIMEY Lccuccatec nee 2 Acts 1:12 
ALEMCAMEVERY Sas a ciency tee es Acts 13:27 
Swresiforthepeople” 5... «.<. 2s: esacce Heb 4:9 


SACRIFICE (n) offering of a life 


JACOsOMeEG ASG. kc dah... 0... Maen Gen 31:54 
AIPASSOVEF'S TO oii. s 5. 0 os apts paar Ex 12:27 
S-SOf FISMtEOUSNESS!..95 eiscti.« «years Ps 4:5 
The s of the wicked. »...s....60%... Prov 15:8 
lovaloyirathemthaniS.. .... 3.4... Gow Hos 6:6 
COMpPASSION><cNOUS ©... 0.0. AF aOH Matt 9:13 
asstotheidols nike a... amore? Acts 7:41 
atliving and holys. .......aa). vink. Rom 12:1 
ANKACCEDLADIO Sia) oy. aoa so. 0,5 0.0 AEE Phil 4:18 
by theisiof. Himself ......... .dint.adi.e Heb 9:26 
S:siGeddsipleased:...... 234k... 98 Heb 13:16 
OLEMUD SPINItUAl S=Sicp............0.0oe eet 1 Pet 2:5 
SAD sorrowful, unhappy 

people heard.ssword ...........4% om Ex 33:4 
Why is your face's ¥i2.0.0298 #25 Soe Neh 2:2 
hearhis ssthe’. 2s. ...... BAM OP Prov 15:13 


SALOME 

1 wife of Zebedee, Mark 15:40 

mother of James and John at open tomb, Mark 
16:1 

2 daughter of Herodias, Matt 14:6ff; Mark 6:22- 
26 


SALVATION deliverance 

Fomvours [ waits... 2... s0. 6 tae yea Gen 49:18 
He has become my S ......8 20. ons Ex 15:2 
SCOUNEC EHISIS) ia. ces cae MG sadel: Deut 32:15 
S belongs tothe Lorp .............4.. Ps 3:8 
mylightiand mvs! sea Aidit. Hei. tie Ps 27:1 
Lifts pte: CUD OLS mae on ogra Ps 116:13 
My s will be forever ...............085 Is 51:6 
helmetif sion. His} arial... hake bb cll Is 59:17 
Sisifromahe Word dah Sad oath 1.1 G8 Jon 2:9 
eyes have seen YoursS...........+5. Luke 2:30 
SINMOONE CISC soc cca ers eo Moe MOE Acts 4:12 
powenofGodfors ..... Guaacl ie: Rom 1:16 
now-isithe dayiof Sado. Nei 2 Cor 6:2 
take the helmet ofS ..............05 Eph 6:17 
work out yours with .............4. Phil 2:12 
§ throughiour Lord BENG. s DAI. 1 Thess 5:9 
tHADICAUS IOS Ws MH dos BEM 2 Tim 3:15 
Who will Mherits!s...<.<.... see Dt Heb 1:14 
neglect so-greatia‘s 075 29 Heb 2:3 
§ torourn.Godiwhorwe.. 21. AO Rev 7:10 


SAMSON 


SAMSON 

a Hebrew judge, Judg 13:24 
weak in character, Judg 14:1ff 
slave of passion, Judg 16:1ff 
great strength, Judg 16:5,12 


SAMUEL 

son of Elkanah and Hannah, 1 Sam 1:20 
dedicated to God, 1 Sam 1:21 ff 

called by God, 1 Sam 3:1-18 

judge, 1 Sam 7:15-17 

opposed monarchy, | Sam 8:6 

anointed Saul, 1 Sam 10:1 

anointed David, 1 Sam 16:12 

death, 1 Sam 25:1 


SANCTIFICATION holiness 


IMS UUDDORONS aed wane AoeReeee oon F Rom 6:22 
righteousness ands .............. 1 Cor 1:30 
will of God, your's 2 19.47) )210 0) 2 1 Thess 4:3 
S'by the Spiriter.n:.c scree 2M 2 Thess 2:13 
S without which no ............... Heb 12:14 
SANCTIFY set apart to God 

S To’Me every sii dale. 02. 2K Toma, Ex 13:2 
the:LORD-who:s-ies ...............& /@0, 40 Lev 22:32 
They wills My name ............00.05 Is 29:23 
will sthe.Holy One........2Mlon. bar, Is 29:23 
SIMyisab bathst.& so ncocaccee © BU Ezek 20:20 
S:themiin.thetruth........J/sani2. John 17:17 
s:iéd by the...:Spirit.........heesala Rom 15:16 
husband.is's-ied.........>......2-2./smiivic 1 Cor 7:14 
sv@hnistiasiord, /..a0-csec nee 1 Pet 3:15 


SAPPHIRA 
wife of Ananias, Acts 5:1-10 
struck dead for lying 


SARAH / SARAI 

wife of Abraham, Gen 11:29 
barren, Gen 11:30 

beautiful, Gen 12:11 

gave birth to Isaac, Gen 21:2,3 
death, Gen 23:2 


SATAN 

Titles: 

Abaddon, Rev 9:11 

accuser, Ps 109:6; Rev 12:10 

adversary, | Pet 5:8 

Apollyon, Rev 9:11 

Beelzebul, Matt 10:25; Mark 3:22 

Belial, 2 Cor 6:15 

deceiver of the world, Rev 12:9 

devil, Matt 4:1,5;25:41; John 6:70;13:2; Eph 
4:27;6:11; 1 Tim 3:6,7; Heb 2:14; 1 Pet 5:8: 
Rev 2:10;20:2,10 

dragon, Rev 12:9 

enemy, Matt 13:28,39 

evil one, Matt 13:19,38; John 17:15; Eph 6:16; 1 
John 2:13,14;5:18,19 

father of lies, John 8:44 

god of this world, 2 Cor 4:4 

liar, John 8:44 

murderer, John 8:44 

prince of the power of the air, Eph 2:2 

ruler of the demons, Matt 9:34; Mark 3:22 


SELFISH 


ruler of this world, John 12:31;14:30;16:11 
serpent of old, Rev 12:9 


SAUL 

1 son of Kish, 1 Sam 9:1,2 
anointed, 1 Sam 10:1 ff 

first king, 1 Sam 11:15 
rejected as king, 1 Sam 15:11 ff 
jealous of David, 1 Sam 18:6ff 
death, 1 Sam 31:4ff 

2 apostle Paul, see PAUL 


SAVE deliver, rescue 
s-d by the Lorp, Deut 33:29 


Siwith Your rishthand =. ......ceee Ps 60:5 
He wills you ..... sp. aam eh Prov 20:2 
Turn to Me, and be s-d.........0.5... Is 45:22 
siyoutirom. afar ...0+5010%077-h oat oo Jer 30:10 
NEWiILSS WiSMifEM. paca nan nnu 1). Ezek 18:27 
WALL SUHIS: DEOPIE «...4..reneneroserorait. Ed LOE Matt 1:21 
WISHESHONS iS LifCs.-...cnnonss MUQte On Matt 16:25 
SOMWMASICOMEILO Sis.0.-ere<ancsoronenersnces che Matt 18:11 
LATE ASS*GL YOU: .«.ton.r.rerarsrernonercraneeeol Luke 7:50 
world'might be s-d ............ 72, 2AM John 3:17 
Father, s'Medrom, «+ Uaie M0, John 12:27 
by which we...be S-d ........ 00.0005 Acts 4:12 
beis-diby: His life va eee Rom 5:10 
wills your husband ......2282Ui 1 Cor 7:16 
JESUSCAME:O/St ooo anos 00% SESH 1 Tim 1:15 
One who is abletos.............. James 4:12 
THEIPHICOUSISsS=d ou... .wus wee anu os 1 Pet 4:18 
SAVIOR one who saves 

Mie OUIMOTRY «4.0 oe cwioamonne nee 2 Sam 22:3 
forgot. God'their,S............ X9¥e40). 2a Ps 106:21 
send them.a S and.a....,.:,HQUS50 Ae Is 19:20 
MOS iDesidessMey.....-.cc000. TAP WOD, WEG Is 43:11 
righteous Godiand:a S........1,..illiw em B Is 45:21 
SSWHOLIS! Chyrishweag «nescence UND. Luke 2:11 
thé!S,ofithe worlds: «::¢¢.2.22 UOW MM John 4:42 
asia: PfiiiceandiayS » seo .:ee 00. 2 ULE Acts 5:31 
S OMAMIMEN «60 sr crseran cen EAE 1 Tim 4:10 
appearing of our S ...+... Dell bag 2 Tim 1:10 
Our greatGod and:S......-.....-. 1418 19 V: Titus 2:13 
kingdon-of-our.:.S:...... 1,10 198 sik 2 Pet 1:11 
SCRIPTURE 

understanding:.:S-s 2205.75, 10 Matt 22:29 
TOT  SeStee ss Shek ty ey tO a Mark 14:49 
S has been fulfilled... 5.0.9, 2% Luke 4:21 
You) Search the’S-s: :.::++4155..: 22: John 5:39 
S cannot be broken .............. John 10:35 
mightysintheiS=s). 5... .640.440en oe. Acts 18:24 
what does the S say .... .24:S.eloA wil Rom 4:3 
Sis inspired by God .......5....., 2 Tim 3:16 
SELF-CONTROL 

sand the judgment ............... Acts 24:25 
VOUPTACK ORS jeccrocercrerererersrsns t OL RODE 1 Cor 7:5 
SENOMESS; Soci scevrsysesne. SIRW. OO Gal 5:23 
Wwithouwsh brutal o.... ogo ene e 2 Tim 3:3 
in your knowledge,s ............... 2 Pet 1:6 
SELFISH self-centered 

the bread'of as man . .8i:}.ju9 .<eat Prov 23:6 


S‘ambition‘in your’ ..2:{ Ms. sail si James 3:14 


SERVE 


SERVE help, work for 
shall s the Lorp 


s-d as priests 


you wills strangers ............ 
God whom wesis ............. 
SiGod:and wealth’ «..............0Ri.% 
VPAMVONEVS=S/ MEI Oe oon ase cc RRUE 
sansthe Word) ........0 «<a Bon. 


through love s one 
SHAME disgrace, dishonor 


wicked be put tos.........8.00 
myreproachandmys......... 


s to his mother 
wise men are put tos 


unjust knows nos ............ 
WOLIMVEOISUTTER'S. ..... «ama. Aree 


glory is in their s 
put Him to open s 


SHARE (v) partake, participate 


Sirangern does nots ....... sre 
sin the inheritance ............ 
SOLUS i 
Sal Zood things * 0/226). . . entrees 
mavyiSweis holiness ..........o 
SMMESUMErINGS OF ..... 2.6.6 05% 


SHEPHERD (n) 


SHECDE NAVE NOS... ss +s + opnalers 
PIEMBORDIUS INV Sistasied » + « e evarsesrs 
MOAENGES TAC cc cose xs ose  tusvegtia cacy’ 
s-s after My own heart ......... 
BPMIAGKIOL'A Soc. 6255550 6 ous oxrka 


raise up as 
sheep without as 
strike down the s 


RES IIMETC TICLOS, wie os. ss FyarmseJoys 
MBCTGULIMNE, SOOCLSii.c400 0 + s+ 0 « eBapens 


the great S 


MIPOMCANIGL 9:30 coin? ostrsve Sosurd- dr syapert 


SHEPHERD (v) 


BEVINEDIEODICS ice ce cc cca eo tae 
BEVIVZOCODIC tn tcc nee es 
BRVINESMCED cacba. ssc on oc eee ios 
ROISIPMEXCHUICH o.oo s sere sae 
SMUeMOCKOL GOT, o5) fu owe epegens 


SHIELD protection 


PM ATIA.S fn ttre nara ete es 
OMGtATS TO alli se title Stes. a: 
PAVESUISL WIT CTOG*.*.'.*.%.'s“stetacteres « 


faithfulness is as 


TCRSTO LAITY tere Matteo tices 


SHINE be radiant, glow 


his face shone................ 


His face s on you 


Your facetosuponus ......... 
lights before men............. 
s-Sinthe darkness ............ 
lamp s-inginadark........... 


Light is...s-ing 
SICK unwell 


StLENStHEN THES! 1.9. res oho eed 


s Him with...heart ‘Vick Tay 


SINCERE 
lyingistwitha fever ........... Rena Mark 1:30 
HAZANUSIWAS'SPRS soe os os HOR John 11:2 
anyone among yous ............. James 5:1 
SICKNESS illness 
KEMOVEMFOMVOULSi aa... one ee Deut 7:15 
CVEHY AKIN GUOS meeeeeta ter coneme cess) ae Matt 4:23 
AUTHONIYOVENTS 5. c 65s ep oe Matt 10:1 
sis not to end in death............. John 11:4 
SIMON 
1 apostle, Matt 4:18; Mark 1:16 
see also PETER 


2 the Zealot, Matt 10:4; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15 
3 brother of Jesus, Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3 

4 leper, Matt 26:6; Mark 14:3 

5 a Pharisee, Luke 7:40,43 

6 of Cyrene, Matt 27:32 

carried Jesus’ cross, Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26 
7 father of Judas, John 6:71;13:2 

8 Magus, Acts 8:9,13,18 

sorcerer 

9 the tanner, Acts 9:43;10:6,32 


SIN (n) transgression 


pleaseforgive My S ........9. sem es. Ex 10:17 
atonement for YOU'S: .. . +... spun seeaehs Ex 32:30 
purdication from''S’......... sada aya Num 19:9 
Svmlating YOU OUt. «0... 000-0 + emcees Num 32:23 
SO MmCIVIN AMON ye se ores cnc eee 1 Sam 15:23 
the's-Siof my VOU... acoeheke hoe SRE Ps 25:7 
Smyzmother conceived .. 2... +6 dues Ps 51:5 
ROOISMBOCK AIS yo 0.05.00 0 cncan abe tenets Prov 14:9 
POKESUMELSHOL MANY. 6.0. sce ss so ayepeyien ores IS. 53502 
S-SOlMeLDKODNETS) Licht uccaniee eas Lam 4:13 
AMGETETMAleS es ens sat aarnsaawenmie aN Mark 3:29 
FOLSIVETUIS OUT S*S. jccc.c 0 suckeguctare oan Luke 11:4 
BAKCSIAWAV LNCS. worn orcrdieua geared John 1:29 
wash away yOuUrS-S............... Acts 22:16 
WACESOUSISCAUA: «61. cries censuses Rom 6:23 
GIS OMOTMOUT SES ices cc Oe ote teeta 1 Cor 15:3 
tii mOUKMeWaNOlS: cpaaccnin camera: OOO d:21 
DICASULESLOMS sens an ane ea ee Heb 11:25 
COMMCSE VOUUS=S enone cee irons James 5:16 
AQVUAMIMIUG EOL SES: ao ctncste ce ourncntreases James 5:20 
COMLESSIOMTSeSurspicige ss 4.0 di poe maa 1 John 1:9 
SUSHAWICSSMESS "ladc.d fot ccd dunes 1 John 3:4 
SIN (vy) transgress 

WIEN LEACeIS=S) i c.ctceus eecin fo osa 0 oe Lev 4:22 
Siacainstthe LORD tera?) Aue 1 Sam 14:34 
VOOM OUS eg. tata vcs ateraelets MAA Job 1:22 
BiaCainst YOURwcr sei ttecatatee Hae Ps 119:11 
Father, Ihave s-ned .............. Luke 15:18 
SILOM OLE neta ee raphe ici siare heen John 8:11 
AIT AVCIS Tie d pnacwanetreita ois. so nciaca ates Rom 3:23 
that-vou. may Not $i t.34.025 Bae tee 1 John 2:1 
SINAI 


1 mountain, Ex 19:11; Lev 26:46; Num 28:6 
where Law received, Ex 31:18;34:29 
2 desert wilderness, Ex 16:1; 19:1; Num 1:19;9:5 


SINCERE without deceit 


bes and blamelessivis0 1% 1 kG aE. Phil 1:10 
mindfultof the Sifaith wiv... smut vie. 2 Tim 1:5 
Slovetbrethren ....041.n121 1..21ReR 1 Pet 1:22 


SINFUL 

SINFUL wicked 

4 broowofsimen {s08.008%...... 228 Num 32:14 
Sigéneration iel....le.. BOW Baen Mark 8:38 
Ramitats marion, Fane. Beit con Luke 5:8 
likeness'of sfleshv. .0....4..228niee: Rom 8:3 
SING 

S(O thellorD¥ tS, AOA. Seasvos Ex 15:1 
S-ing‘and dancing .. 2. Spab.ih ag 1 Sam 18:6 
Bwilltspraises:4 Set PALS, oan 2 Sam 22:50 
morning stars sang................. Job 38:7 
Sto Him anewsong ...........0.... Ps 33:3 
the righteous S-S ............2000 us Prov 29:6 
birdsowill.siteic sno AOL ia, .1o! Zeph 2:14 
after s-inga hymn ............... Mark 14:26 
s-ing...thankfulness ...........0000. Col 3:16 
Sang a new song.2) ./ Pe VA QaRTY Rev 5:9 
SINNER wrongdoer 

He'instracts S-S=:9 22.29 0% Ebi. OK Ps 25:8 
if S-s entice’you ...... OL... Sie OA, Prov 1:10 
AGVEYrsity. .SSh io SMe es hoy 5 oe ee oe. Prov 13:21 
one s destroys much ............... Eccl 9:18 
Qiriend Of2.S-siGre se Oe Matt 11:19 
ones who repents ....././2 220.8) Luke 15:7 
mereifal tO Mens err. CNEL VE Luke 18:13 
God:. Hot hear’s-s' 2: :: :.2 Woy Wolf John 9:31 
while we were yet S-S ............... Rom 5:8 
eCame...t0'Save S-S+-.-..5. 0G VOY, 1 Tim 1:15 
SLANDER (v) defame 

THESdOCS NOES o.oo ee, Ene PS*t5:3 
Whoever secretly s-s 0.2... £22.82 Ps 101:5 
Dono sia slave ::::.55. 59 eae Prov 30:10 
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EO EN eLaNh OS, epee al ta yes ga tere Prov 6:6 
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NOhADANGON.Myasy weenie ieee Ps 16:10 
TLE.FEStORES NV.Syvqcre seen eee ee Ps 23:3 
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SiC AI DLAWICE coos ome camry ae Prov 20:1 
LE CIIMIROGECINELAS!S irccntucrehs » exo pache » Prov 23:11 
ants arenotaspeople............ Prov 30:25 
IOVCHS2AG|S-AS;CCAUN) 5... «> » + sia soatint Song 8:6 
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TEACH instruct 
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Himseliidoes not tts.c0se4902 see, James 1:13 
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TIMOTHY 
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